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PREFACE, 


Whik  a  new  coiledion  of  Eoglifli  Poetry  i«  offered  to  the  public,  k  t^ill  doubtlefs  be  inquired 
wh^t  arc  the  deficiencies  of  preceding  colkdions,  which  Another  editor  nuy  hope  to  fupply. 

On  referring  hack  to  the  feveral  publications  4f  this  kind»  which  have  cxercifed  the  abilities  of 
other  peribnsi  the  reader  will  fee  On  what  groiind  the  editor  judged  the  work,  which  he  now  prc- 
icnu  to  the  world,  to  be  neceifary. 

£nglHh  literature  t^  undoubtedly  udder  no  (mall  obligations  to  tKofe  whd  have  affociated  the  fcat- 
tered  produdions  of  our  poeu  in  one  colledion,  and  by  that  means  have  fecured  their  general  pre- 
icrvation. 

Tottell,  editor  of  the  <•  Songes  and  Sonhettes"  of  Surrey,  Wyat,  and  of  wiJnccrtain  Auaon,'* 
I5i7»  the  firil  printed  Poetical  MifceUany  in  the  EnglUh  language;  Allot,  editor  of  *•  EnglaHd't- 
Pamaffus,'*  1600;  Bodenham,  editor  of  "  Bclvidcre,  dr  the  Garden  of  the  Mufcs,**  1600 ;  and  the 
anonymous  editors  of  the  «*  Paradife  of  Daintie  Dcvifcs,"  1578  ;  and  *<  England'*  Helicon,"  1600; 
have  preTcrved  many  admirable  fpecimens  of  ancient  genitis,  which  would  have  mouldered  in 
manofcri^Mty  or  perhaps,  from  their  detached  and  fugitive  ftate  of  cxiftence,  their  want  of  lengtbi^ 
the  capridoufhcfs  of  tafte,  the  general  depredations  of  time,  inattention,  and  other  accidents,  would 
Tupitr  have  reached  the  prcient  age. 

Mr*.  Cooper,  in  her  ««  Mufes  Library,"  1737  ?  Mr.  Hayward,  in  his  "  Britiih  Mufc,"  1738 1 
Mr.  Capcl  in  his  •*  Proloiions,**  1740;  Dr.  Percy  in  his  "-Rcliques,"  1765  ;  Mr.  Evans,  in  his  "  OW 
Ballads,"  1777  ;  Mr.  Hcadlcy,  in  his  «  Beauties  of  Ancient  EnglUh  Poetry,**  1787 ;  and  Mr.  Ritfon» 
in  his  **  Ancient  Songs,**  178*;,  followed  the  fame  plan,  in  conieqUence  of  which  many  Valu- 
able pieces  arc  refcued  from  oblivion,  that,  from  their  brevity  and  unconne&ednels,  could  not 
poffiblyhave  furvivcd  for  any  length  of  time  by  thcmfelves;  and  many  judicious  feledions  arc 
made,  frooi  an  attentive  perufal  of  anti<}ue  and  obfolete  writers,  which  exhibit  complete  and  latis- 
fsdory  fpecimens  of  their  different  modes  of  writing. 

The  coUcdions  of  a  Cmilar  namre,  formed  by  Davifon,  Dryden,  Fenton,  Steele,  Pope,  Pembcrton, 
lintot,  C.  Tooke,  Dodfley,  Fawkes,  Donaldfon,  Pearch  and  Nichols,  contain  in  infinite  number  of 
fmall  poems,  many  of  which  mull  be  allowed  to  poilcfs  confiderable  merit ;  being  the  produdiont 
of  men  of  real  genius,  who,  from  the  brevity,  rather  than  the  inferiority  of  their  writings,  have 
been  ufually  ftyled  •♦  Minor  Poets." 

A  degree  of  praife  not  much  inferior  to  that  which  the  above  compilers  have  acquired,  is  due  to 
editors,  who,  uniting  induftry  with  tafte,  have  presented  the  public  with  uniform  and  elegant  cdi« 
tioos  of  the  Works  of  the  Britiih  Poets,  in  the  manner  of  thofe  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  France. 

The  firfi  colledion  of  Engliih  Poetry  which  appeared  in  thcfe  kingdoms,  was  formed  by  Dr«  | 
Blair,  and  printed  at  Edinburgh,  in  4%  vols,  iiroo,  1773,  for  Meffrt.  Creech  and  Balfour,  bookfellersy 
containing  the  works  of  Milton,  Cowley,  Butler,  Dryden,  Waller,  Garth,  Prior,  Addifon,  PameU, 
Pope,  Gay,  Swift,  Young,  Thomfon,  Shcnftone,  Gray,  and  Lyttlcton.  The  ekganCe  of  this  edition 
is  no  compenfation  for  its  incompletcnefs.  The  contraded  lift  of  authors  marked  out  i>y  Dr.  Blair, 
iodedes  none  of  tboie  who  have  juflly  obuined  the  difiindJon  pf  being  denominated  our  older  claf* 
fics,  except  Milton  and  Cowley.  Nor  do  the  contents  of  the  work  correQiond  with  its  title,  nsanf 
Itng  and  valuable  pieces  of  Cowley,  PameU,  Swift,  and  Shcndone,  being  omitted  in  the  colledion 
^  (kir  rdpc^vc  wocks.    1  his  mod?  of  publlflung  modem  works  of  credit,  the  (99tcBU  ef    ' 
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*  PREFACE. 

Which  happen  to  be  unequal,  nnleft  immediately  intended  for  the  «(e  of  IchooU,  does  hot  mnl« 
tiply  books  to  no  ^ood  end.  By  anticipating  him,  it  deprives  the  reader  of « chat  pleafnre  which 
^ery  one  feels,  and  of  that  right  which  every  one  is  entitled  to,  of  judging  for  himfel^  Cowley, 
Pttrnell,  Swift,  and  Shenfione,  are  hi  too  well  known  to  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  partial  recom- 
mendation, and,  in  fid,  hold  a  raoft  dilUnguiihed  rank  in  the  **  fchool  of  the  people.*' 

In  1776,  a  Colledion  of  Engliih  Poetry,  upon  a  more  extenfive  pUn,  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Bell, 
Bookfeller  in  London,  to  be  printed  by  the  Martins,  at  the  Apollo  Preis,  Edinburgh,  in  109  mi- 
niature volumes,  ornamented  with  engravings,  containing  the  entire  works  of  the  authors  admitted 
into  Dr.  Blair*s  edition,  and  the  works  of  Chaucer,  Spenfer,  bonne,  Denham,  Rofcommon,  Buck- 
ingham, Lanfdown,  King,  Pomftet,  Congreve,  Rowe,  Watts,  J.  Philips,  Smith,  Hughes,  Fenton, 
Tickell,  Somervile,  Broome,  Savage,  Pitt,  A.  Philips^  Dyer,  G.  "Weft,  Hammond,  Collins,  Moore, 
Armstrong,  R.  Weil,  Mallet,  Cunningham,  and  Churchill.  The  works  of  the  fcveral  authors 
were  publiihed  feparately,  without  any  regard  to  chronological  order,  and  at  long  intervals, 
foihe  of  the  later  volumes  being  printed  at  London  in  17S7.  In  this  edition,  three  of  our  older 
tlaffics  appear,  to  whom  no  place  had  been  given  in  Dr.  Bhur's  edition,  and  feveral  modem  vrriters 
bf  credit  are  adopted  as  legitimate  and  eftabiiihed  poets.  Such,  however,  is  the  fate  of  the  work, 
that  we  feldom  ice  it  tmire,  but  meet  with  its  contents  vrandering  feparately,  and  di^^ointed  in 
tvcry  catalogue. 

In  1779,  while  Mt.  ^U's  publication  was  going  forward,  the  London  bookfellers  publiihed  a 
toUedion  of  the  **  Works  of  the  Eogliih  Poets,^  in  60  vols,  iinall  8vo,  with  PrcfiKCt  Biographic^ 
and  Critical,  by  Dr.  Johnfoo,  and  heads  engraved  by  Bartolozzi,  &c. 

The  fbllowiog  account  of  this  undertaking,  as  given  by  Mr.  Edward  DiUy,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Bofwell,  dated,  Southill,  Sept.  %$.  1777,  will  not  be  unentertaiaing  to  thofe  who  delight  in  tr»- 
cing  the  progrefs  of  works  of  literature ;  fince  it  viras  the  occaiion  of  procuring  forns  an  elegant 
tolledion  of  the  beil  biography  and  criticiiin  of  which  our  language  can  boail. 

«  The  edition  of  the  Poets  now  printing  will  do  honour  to  the  Engliih  prefs,  and  a  conciie  ao^ 
count  of  the  life  of  each  author  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  will  be  a  very  valuable  addition,  and  damp  the 
reputation  of  this  edition,  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  is  gone  before.  The  Brtt  caufe  that  gave  rife 
to  this  imderuking,  1  believe,  was  owing  to  the  little  trifling  edition  of  the  Poets  printing  by  the 
Martins,  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  be  fold  by  Bell  in  London.  Dpon  examining  the  volumes  which 
were  printed,  the  type  was  found  fo  extremely  (mall,  that  many  perfons  could  not  read  them :  Not 
only  this  inconvenience  attended  it,  but  the  inaccuracy  of  the  prefs  was  very  conrpicuou&  Thefe 
reafoos,  as  well  as  the  idea  of  an  invaOon  of  what  we  call  our  Literary  Property,  induced  the  Lon- 
don bookfellers  to  print  an  elegant  and  accurate  edition  of  aU  the  Englifi  Fottt  »/  nputatiw^  frtm 
Chaucer  '•  the  preftnt  ttme, 

«<  Accordingly  a  feled  number  of  the  moft  refpedable  bookfellers  met  on  the  occaiioo,  and,  cob- 
fulling  together,  agreed,  tliat  all  the  proprietors  of  copy-right  in  the  various  poets,  ihould  be  fun^ 
Inoned  together,  and  when  their  opinions  were  given,  to  proceed  jtimediately  to  buiinefs.  Accord- 
ingly a  meeting  was  held,  confiiling  of  about  forty  of  the  moib  refpedable  bookiellers  of  London, 
when  it  was  agreed,  that  an  elegant  and  uniform  edition  of  *<  The  Engliih  Poets**  ihould  be  imme- 
diately printed,  with  a  concife  account  of  the  life  of  each  author,  by  Dr.  Samuel  J(Jmfon ;  and  that 
three  perfons  ihould  be  deputed  to  wait  upon  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  folicit  him  to  undertake  the  Lives^ 
^^.  T.  Davies,  Strahan,  and  CadelL  The  Dodor  very  politely  undertook  it,  and  feemed  exceed- 
ingly pleaied  with  the  propofal.  As  to  the  terms,  it  was  left  entirely  to  the  Dodor  to  name  hit 
own ;  he  mentioned  two  hundred  guineas;  it  was  immediately  agreed  to,  and  a  farther  compliment, 
I  believe,  will  be  made  him.  A  committee  was  likewife  appointed  to  engage  the  beil  engravers,  viz. 
Bartolozzi,  Sherwin,  Hall,  &c. ;  likewife  another  committee  for  giving  diredions  about  the  pa- 
per, printing,  &C4 ;  fo  that  the  whole  will  be  conduded  with  fpirit,  and  in  the  beil  manner,  with 
refped  to  authorihip,  editorlhip,  engravings,  &c.  &c.  My  brother  will  give  you  a  liil  of  the  Poeta 
we  mean  to  give,  many  of  which  are  within  the  time  of  the  ad  of  Queen  Anne,  which  Martin  and 
Bell  cannot  give,  as  they  have  no  property  i»  them  \  the  proprittors  are  almoft  all  the  baokiellef  a 
in  Loodooy  of  coofc^uencc/' 
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The  plan  of  this  editioB,  fo  happilj  conceived,  was  more  ample  than  the  execution.  Inftetd  of 
comprehending  **  all  the  Engliih  pocti  of  repuution  from  Chaucer  to  the  prefent  time,"  it 
wai  nnacconmahly  limited  to  a  lift  of  T^^w^r^' authors,  beginning  with  Cowley  and  eaduig  I 
with  JLyttkton;  all  of  whom  appear  in  Mr.  Bellas  edition,  except  Rochefter,  Otway,  Dorict,  Stepney^ 
~  Walfli,  Dnke,  Sprat,  Halifax,  and  Blackmore ;  who  are  difplaced,  to  make  room  for  Chaucer,  8pen« 
Icr,  Donne,  Armibrong,  R.  Weil,  Cunningham,  and  Churchill 

The  managers  of  this  edition  are  liable  to  fome  cenfure,  for  admitting  fo  few  of  our  older  claffid  1 
in  a  work  which  bore  fo  dofe  a  relation  to  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  which,  from  its  elegance 
and  magnitude,  afforded  the  happieft  opportunity  of  uniting  our  poets,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
in  one  comprehenfive  view,  and  of  combining'  their  refpedive  excdlc ncics  in  one  common  intereft. 
Ancient  poetry,  in  thus  being  exhibited  to  the  public  eye,  would  foon  have  made  good  her  I 
claims  to  notice,  and  of  herfeif  recovered  the  long-loft  verdure  of  her  bays;  whilft  the  juftice  of 
that  latitude  which  is  commonly  alligned  to  later  improvements,  from  a  fair  opportunity  of  a  com- 
parative ezaminationr  might  have  been  more  ftri^ly  afcertained. 

It  it  well  known,  that  the  oftenlible  editor  was  ever  glad  to  efcape  the  cenfure  which  the  work  had 
fallen  under,  by  alleging,  that,  with  the  exception  of  Pomfret,  Yalden,  Blackmore,  and  Watts,  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  fele^on ;  he  had  engaged  himfelf  only  to  fnmiih  a  fet  of  Lives  to 
foch  a  lift  as  the  bookfellers,  who  were  the  refponfible  publishers  of  the  work,  (hoold  think  proper. 

Dr.  Johnfon  gave  up  his  life  to  the  literature  of  his  country ;  a  portion  of  it  would  not  have  bees 
thrown  away,  had  it  been  dedicated  to  the  completion  of  fuch  an  undertaking.  In  the  efteem  of 
the  bookfellers,  he  ftood  very  high,  perhaps  higher  than  any  man  of  his  age,  and  there  cannot  be 
a  doubt,  but  that  the  management  of  the  work,  on  the  leaft  deiire  intimated  by  him,  would  have 
been  vefted  in  his  hands,  with  the  utmoft  gratitude  and  confidence. 

As  the  matter  ftands,  it  is  difficult  to  guefs  the  reaibn  why  the  managers  of  this  edition  admitted 
fbme  authors,  while  others  of  fimilar  charader  were  rejeded.  In  an  edition  of  poetry,  where  fome 
of  the  **  wits  of  Charleses  days,  the  mob  of  gentlemen  who  wrote  with  eafe,'*  and  the  heroes  of 
the  **  Bundad,'*  are  to  be  found,  we  rather  wonder  at  not  finding  others;  where  Rochefter,  Rol^ 
coRunon,  Sprat,  Halifax,  Stepney,  and  Duke,  were  received,  why  Carew,  Sedley,  Hopkins,  Marvell, 
ajid  Ok&am,  were  refuied,  one  is  puzzled  to  guefs;  and  where  Porafret,  Yalden,  and  Blackmore,  are 
preferred  to  Eufden,  Welfted,  and  Hill,  it  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  the  preference.  When  the  pub- 
lication was  undertaken,  Armftrong  and  Langhomc,  poets  of  fuperior  rank,  were  living;  their  works, 
coofirqucntly,  could  not  be  properly  iofcrted;  but  Churchill,  Smart,  and  Goldfmith,  were  dead,  and 
their  works  certainly  had  a  juft  cUim  to  admifOon. 

When  Dr.  Johnfon  engaged  to  fnmi(h  the  bookfellers  with  a  «  Preface"  to  the  works  of  each  author, 
it  was  his  intention  to  have  allotted  to  each  poet,  an  "  Advertiiemen^'  like  thofe  which  are  fdund  in 
the  French  Mikellanies,  containing  a  few  dstes  and  a  general  charader.  That  he  was  led  beyond  hit  I 
intentioo,  ••  by  the  honeft  defire  of  giving  ufeful  plcafurc,'»  will  be  always  a  fnbjed  of  congratula- 
tion to  every  reader  of  tafte.  That  he  paffed  fome  partial  judgments  in  his  **  Lives,"  that  he  was 
fometimes  blinded  by  prejudice,  that  he  occafionally  faw  through  the  medium  of  party  or  reh'gion; 
and  that,  without  the  tafte  which  would  enable  him  to  decide,  he  rafhly  determined  from  abftra<& 
reaibning,  and  the  examination  of  a  philofopher,  where  philofophy  was  an  inadequate  judge,  muft  be 
allowed:  But,  as  fine  pieces  of  nervous  writing,  pregnant  with  valuable  detached  opinions,  happy  il- 
htftratlons,  nice  difcuffions,  and  a  variety  of  curious  incidental  information,  they  will  ever  be  regard- 
ed as  the  richeft,  moft  beautiful,  and,  indeedj-moft  perfeA  produ^ion  of  his  pen. 

In  1790,  a  new  edition  of  this  elegant  colic Aion  was  publiflicd,  in  75  volumes.  8vo,  which  gave  \ 
the  proprietors  an  opportunity  of  adding  the  works  of  Moore,  Cawthome,  Churchill,  Falconer, 
Lloyd,  Cunnittgham,  Green,  Goldfinith,  P.  Whitehead,  Armftrong,  Langhorne,  Johnfon,  W.  White- 
head, and  Jenyns ;  and  of  fopplying  fome  deficiencies  in  the  works  of  the  authors  printed  in  the  for* 
Bxer  edition. 

«*  Of  the  authors  now  flrft  added,"  fays  the  Advertifement,  "  fome  are  infcrted,  in  compliance 
Wftli  the  repeated  calls  of  the  public ;  fome,  in  deference  to  the  opinions  of  perfons  whofe  tafte  can- 
not hedifpnted;  and  fome  have  found  a  place  from  the  favourable  fentiments  exprefted  concerning 
them  to  the  nublifticri}  from  various  quarters.    I4  this  fclcdioni  the  proprietors  have  not  beeo  ia.^ 
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fluenced  by  aof  partiaHey  of  their  own  towards  the  aDthort  feleded ;  they  have  ead^arrared  to  t^ 
lain  the  beft  opiniont,  and  they  have  implicitly  followed  them.** 

This  edition  is  fuperior  to  the  former,  both  in  elegance  and  magnitude,  and  reflet  much  honour 
on  the  tafte  and  liberality  of  the  proprietors;  but  it  is  equally  deficient  in  the  woi^s  of  our  older 
I  clai&cs,  and  affords  iimilar  inftances  of  ci^rice  in  the  admiiBon  to  literary  honours. 

As  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  admit  P.  Whitehead  and  Jenyns,  it  feems  reafonable  to  ezpeA  that 
Ibme  reafon  had  been  given  for  ihowing  them  a  dilUh^ion  which  has  been  denied  to  Wilkie,  Grain- 
g!er,  SmoUet  and  Scott,  and  above  all,  to  the  inunortal  Spenfer. 

Of  thtfourUtn  authors  added  to  the  former  lift  of  Englifh  claflxcs,  condfe  accounts  are  given,  upon 

,  Dr.  Johnfon*s  original  plan ;  which,  happily  for  both  himfelf  and  his  readers,  he  relinquifiied ;  as  it 

would  have  conferred  not  much  reputation  on  the  writer,  nor  have  communicated  much  informatiom 

to  his  readers.    Accordingly,  a  few  dates  and  fadU  are  only  fet  down,  in  the  manner  of  the  Fren^ 

^§tuti  Littraires,  with  occafionally  a  general  charade. 

When  fuch  inconfiderable  advances  towards  bringing  forvTard  to  notice  the  older  poets,  were  made 
by  thofe  who,  from  their  iituation  and  influence,  were  bcft  fuited  to  the  taik ;  when  our  great  poe« 
ikal  biographer  was  not  only  remifs  in  reftoring  them  to  popularity,  but,  by  his  ncgled  and  ft- 
knee,  fcemed  to  infinaate  they  were  undeferving  of  it;  the  folicitude  of  the  prefent  editor  for  their 
fate,  and  the  attempt  now  made  by  him  to  do  them  that  juilice  which  has  been  denied  them  by  his 
predeceffors,  can  require  no  apolpgy. 

In  J 792,  M^ndell  and  Son,  printers  in  Edinburgh,  having  refolved  tp  republifh  the  Colledion  of 
£ngliih  ppe^ry,  which  goes  onder  the  name  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  the  manner  of  Dr.  Knoi's  **  Elegant 
I  JCxtra^s  in  Verfe,'*  in^x  volumes  large  odavo,  he  took  occafion  to  recommend  a  colledlion,  upen  an 
I  enlarged  plan,  which  might  unke  the  works  of  the  ancient  and  modern  poets  in  one  comprehend 
live  view,  and  exhibit  the  progrefs  of  our  national  poetry,  correfponding  with  the  gradual  refine* 
ment  of  language  and  of  manners,  from  the  rudeness  and  fimpUcity  of  a  remote  period,  tp  the  polifli 
and  elegance  of  modem  times. 

The  proprietors,  with  a  liberal  fpirit  qf  enterprife,  worthy  of  an  affociation  of  opulent  bppkfellcrf^ 
readify  adopted  the  plan  he 'recommended,  though  with  fome  li^tations  as  to  the  ancient  poetry, 
and  refolved  to  extend  their  coUe^ion  tp  twelve  volumes^  upon  his  promifing  to  fumifh  them  with  a 
Biographical  and  Critical  Preface  to  the  works  of  each  author;  an  undertaking  in  which  he  engaged 

(with  more  rafl^nefs  than  prudence,  amidft  cares  and  avocations  of  a  far  different  and  more  important 
nature,  and  without  a  fuitable  provifion  ef  materials. 

The  lift  of  the  works  of  the  older  poets,  which  he  originally  recommended  for  republication,  com« 
jprehendcd  thofe  of  Chaucer,  l^nglamd^  Qo-wer  ;  the  beft  parts  of  Lydgate,  Barclay,  Hatves  ;  the  bcft 

(parts  of  ShltoHt  Surrey,  Wyat ;  the  beft  parts  of  ^^nwr,  Sydney,  Sackyiile,  Spenfer,  Marloyv,  Davie% 
Shakfpeare,  Drayton,  Daniel,  Jonfon,  Donne,  Hall,  Dnipunond,  Slirtimg,  Browne,  P.  Fletcher,  G. 
Fletcher ;  the  beft  parts  of  ^uarles.  King,  Carew,  Suckling,  Craftuw,  Davenant,  and  the  tranflationa 
ef  Fair/ax,  Sandyt,  and  May*  The  works  of  the  authors  printed  in  Italics  yftrt,  on  due  cpnfide* 
ration,  omitted ;  it  being  thought  fafer  to  allure  curipfity  into  this  unfrequented  track  of  reading. 
ft»y  a  republication  of  the  works  of  thofe  authors,  who,  though  not  either  univerially  read  or  under* 
/  ilood  (as  muft  ever  be  the  cafe  with  the  beft  elder  poets  of  every  country),  are  notwithftanding  fami- 
'  liar  to  us  in  converfation,  and  conflantly  appealed  to  in  controverted  points  of  poetical  ufte,  than  t^ 
run  the  rifle  of  fupprcffing  it  touUy,  by  a  bulky  republication  of  all  or  the  better  parts  of  the  works 
of  thofe  unfortunate  authors,  who  ftill  remain  unpopular,  merely  from  the  want  of  being  read.  The 
jdaflical  compofitlons  of  Barbour,  James  I,  Henry  the  Minftrei,  Dupbar,  Douglas  and  Lindlay,  be« 
ing  written  in  the  ^cottifh  language,  could  not  be  received  into  an  edition  of  Engliih  poetry. 

The  lift  of  the  works  of  the  mo<fem  poets  which  he  originally  recominended  for  republication, 
comprehended  the  works  of  Marvell,  C,  Cotton,  S edify,  Hopkins,  OlSam,  Pattifon,  Hill,  Emfden^ 
Welfied,  Stvuell,  Blair,  Hamilton,  Harte,  Boyfe,  Thompfon,  Cooper,  Brovra,  Grainger,  Smollet^ 
Wilkie,  Dodfley,  Mendex,  Jenner,  Kiripatrici,  Smart,  Brucc,  Chattertpn,  Grxme,  Glover,  Shaw, 
Lovibond,  Penrofe,  Mickle,  Jago,  Scott,  Logan,  N.  Cotton,  and  Blacklock.  He  was  afterwardf 
obliged  to  abridge  this  lift,  and  to  exclude  the  authors  printed  in  Italics,  on  account  of  the  arrange;* 
Jjoits  which  the  ^-roprictors  had  made  relative  to  the  extent  of  the  colledUoa* 
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XetwithftindiDg  thefe  limhatioBS,  which,  on  the  pare  of  the  editor,  were  VBaToidahky  it  is  with 
ftune  degree  of  confidence,  that  he  offers  to  puMic  Wpedion  a  ColleSion  of  Englifh  poetry,  which 
ceotams  the  works  of  mu  bundred  and  fiurteim  authors,  of  whom  fortyMwe  are  not  to  he  found  in  the  j 
the iaft  edition  of  the  *<  Works  of  the  Engliih  Poets,'*  commonly  called  Dr.  Johnfon*8  edition; 
Wh^firfyjive  are  now,  for  the  firft  time,  received  into  an  edition  of  Engliih  poetry. 

hi  the  works  of  the  authors  already  coUeded,  efpedally  the  later  authors,  (bme  deficiencies  have  heea 
fiipplicd  in  the  preicat  edition.  In  the  works  of  Langhmmey  in  particular,  the  additions  are  nu^ 
Bcroos  and  important.  They  are  fiich  as  a  reader  of  Engliih  poetry  will  readily  difiingviih,  and 
therefore  unncceffuy  to  he  pointed  out. 

Though  the  editor  has  exerted  himfelf  with  confiderable  attention,  to  render  the  works  of  the  an- 
thors  nowfiril  coUeded,  as  complete  as  poffible;  yet  copies  of  Surrey's  tranilation  of  \\Mtfitond  and 
ftmrth  books  of  the  Mmady  DaYies*s  JB^irams,  P.  Fletcher*s  Latin  and  Engliih  poem  on  the  Jefiiu  I 
and  SkUidesf  a  Pifcatory  drama;  Harte's  £Jay  en  Reafin,  Shaw*s  Four  Fartbing  Candles^  Brown's  £*- 
Anfjr,  and  Ibme  pieces  of  other  authors,  have  eluded  his  diligence.  The  works  of  Chatterton  might 
have  been  enlarged  by  additions  from  Mr.  Barret's  **  Hiilory  of  Briilol,'*  and  "  Supplement  to 
Chatterton's  Mifcellanies,**  which  could  not  be  obtained  in  due  time.  Gray's  SMtiet  on  Sir  WilRam 
WiUiams^  Mickle's  Prophecy  of  ^een  £maa,  Johnib&'s  Marmor  Norfolic/ife,  and  fome  other  little 
jneces,  happened  to  be  oTerlooked  at  the  preis. 

The  editor  does  not  wifli  to  be  underilood  as  having  performed  more  than  he  has  adually  done* 
For  the  fcle^on  of  the  authors,  he  is  folely  refponfible.  What  pleafed  himfelf  he  has  ventured  tb  re-  I 
commend  to  others;  a  taik  of  fuch  difficulty  requires  the  candid  allowance  of  the  reader,  for  the  un*  * 
avoidable  differences  of  taile  and  judgment.    The  recommendation  of  the  proper  editions  of  the 
works  to  be  reprinted,  belonged  to  the  editor ;  with  the  exception  of  the  works  of  Chaucer,  m  the 
Juf  volume,  and  the  works  of  the  feveral  authors  in  the  ffth  volume,  in  which  he  had  no  concern* 

For  the  corredne£i  of  the  text,  he  is  not  anfwcrable,  as  he  had  no  concern  in  the  revifion  of  any 
part  of  thefe  volumes,  except  the  Bkgraphual  mud  Critical  Prefaces^  and  occaiionally  fome  additions^  \ 
mta,  and  illuftratwut  in  the  courie  of  the  work.  The  chronological  arrangement  which  he  recom* 
mended  has  not  been  ilridly  obferved,  on  account  of  the  proportion  which  it  was  thought  necei&ry 
to  obferve,  in  the  iiae  of  the  volumes.  The  engraved  title-page,  bearing  to  be  **  A  Complete  Edi* 
tjoo  of  the  Poets  of  Great  Britain,**  was  improperly  copied  by  the  proprietors,  in  thcjirfl  volume^ 
kpm  Mr.  Bell's  edition,  and  retained  in  the  fubfequent  volumes,  for  the  fake  of  uniformity. 

In  fo  complicated  and  extenfive  a  wwk,  typographical  errors  may  be  expeded  to  occur.  The 
editor  hopes  they  are  not  very  numerous,  and  will,  he  thinks,  be  entitled  to  the  pardota  of  every 
^•andid  reader.  Several  miflakes  of  this  kind,  he  is  forry  to  acknowledge,  remain  uncorreded  in  hie 
port  of  the  work,  particularly  in  the  Lives  of  fVi&ie,  Johujon,  and  fome  others  in  the  eJe^renth  volume, 
which  he  defires  may  be  attributed,  not  to  negledl,  but  want  of  experience  ia  affurs  of  this  nature,  { 
lod  to  the  precipitation  with  which  the  work  proceeded  through  the  prefs;  all  the  Pr^auf 
having  been  written  in  little  more  than  two  years,  and  fent  to  the  preis,  in  portions,  as  they  were 
granted,  without  any  previous  revifion. 

There  is  one  alteration  in  the  prefent  colledion  vHiich  the  editor  believes  will  need  no  apology. 
This  is  the  arrangement  of  the  poetical  tranilations  of  entire  works  in  a  feparate  volume.  To  ren* 
der  the  works  of  Homer  and  Pindar  more  complete,  Mr.  Hole's  Hymn  to  Certs^  and  Mr.  Fye's  S'm  \ 
OfympU  Odes,  are  added  to  the  tranilations  of  Pope  and  Weil ;  and  the  deficiencies  in  Dryden's  Jo-  ' 
venal  are  fupplied  by  the  verfions  of  thofe  who  were  originally  affociatcd  vrith  him  in  that  perfomw 
ance.  A  fupplemental  volume  of  Tranilations,  making  the  thirteenth,  has  been  printed,  and  another 
ii  lUU  wanting  to  complete  the  arrangement,  vrith  a  volume  of  Fugitive  Poetry. 

Of  the  Lives  here  offered  to  the  public,  nearly  one  half  have  been  already  written  by  Dr.  Johofin,  \ 
^rith  Indi  felicity  of  performance,  that  the  editor  might  perhaps  more  properly  have  contented   I 
kimfelf  with  fobjoining  a  few  correAions  and  additions  to  his  elegant  narratives;  but  that  new  Ltvee 
ipcre  thought  neccflary  to  the  uniformity  of  this  coUedion. 

«As  the  andertaking  was  occafional  and  unforefeen.  Dr.  Johnfon  muil  be  fuppofed  to  have  engaged 
1P  it  with  kii  proriSon  of  matcriuli  tl^  plight  have  been  accumalatcd  by  longer  premeditation. 
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Of  the  later  writen,  at  haft,  he  might,  by  attention  and  isqnirj,  have  f^eaned  manyparticulart 
^hich  would  ha?e  diveriibed  and  cnllTcned  hfs  biography ;  but  he  wat  not  aduated  by  an  en- 
thufiafm  for  his  employment.  He  could  not  encounter  weariness,  perplexity,  and  difguft.  The  la- 
]>our  of  literature  wat  a  talk  from  which  he  always  wiihed  to  cfcape.  From  Spencers  Colledionsy 
communicated  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  he  received  great  afliftance.  In  what  he  relates,  though 
there  is,  in  many  articles,  little,  except  the  maaner  in  which  it  is  told,  that  is  new  (a  deficiency 
which  was  not  always  in  his  power  to  remedy),  yet  his  narration  affords  a  luaiinous  proof  of  the 
vigour  of  his  mind  in  all  its  faculties,  whether  memory,  judgment,  or  imagination.  What  he  haa 
to  lay  on  every  fubjed  is  always  worth  hearing. '  'Though  the  turn  of  his  mind  caimot  be  confider- 
cd  as  peculiarly  qualifying  him  for  a  critic  of  fnl^eds  which  reqvire  more  imaginatioa  than  jndg. 
ment,  yet  the  luflre  of  hi#  great  mind  feldom  beamed  on  any  thing,  without  lighting  ut  to  foam 
new  truth,  latent  trait  of  charader,  or  peculiarity  hitherto  unobferved.  Even  the  acrimony  of  hit 
poetical  cenfures,  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  compeniated  by  the  force  and  originality  of  his  rcfledioov 
and  the  elegance  and  corrednefs  of  his  bnguage. 

In  the  prefcnt  undertaking,  the  editor  has  not  the  prefumption  ta  fnppofe  himfelf  qualified  tm 
complete  what  Dr.  Johnlbn  has  left  imfinilhed,  nor  the  temerity  to  court  a  comparifon.  Neither  the 
ftyle  nor  the  manner  are  here  the  principal  objed  of  attention.  With  a  view  to  popular  informatioB^ 
lie  has  endeavoured  to  colled  what  is  diffufed,  to  glean  4n  fpots  which  have  been  fometimes  negleded, 
and  fometimes  forgotteii,  and  to  relate  with  cleamels  and  fimplicity,  what  is  known  of  the  perfonal 
hiftory  and  literary  produdions  of  each  author,  whofe  works  are  affociated  in  this  colledion,  digcft- 
cd  in  the  form  of  a  chronicle,  fubjoining  an  eftimate  of  his  charader,  a  critical  examination  of  hit 
compofitions,  and,  by  quptation,  the  teiUmonies  of  contemporary  writers,  and  the  judgments  of  the 
moll  refpedable  critics. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  undertaking,  he  has  endeavoured  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  various  biographical 
coUedions  already  in  the  hands  of  the  public.  Of  thefe  colkdions,  it  was  neceflary  to  form  a  right 
idea,  to  feled  from  them  whatever  was  conducive  to  his  defign,  and  carefuUy  to  avoid  their  errors^ 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  prcfcrved  their  excellencies.  What  ufe  he  has  made  of  them  will  be  obvi* 
•us^  as  well  as  what  is  entirely  his  own. 

In  the  Lives  of  the  authors  of  a  remote  period,  the  inilances  are  nomcraus  which  ftand  in  need  of 
emendations  and  corredions,  for  retrenching  foperfluities,  fopplying  deficiencies,  and  redifylng  the 
miilakes  in  dates  and  fads,  which  may  unintentionally  have  been  conmiitted,  and  tranfinitted  fro« 
writer  to  writer  without  examination.  The  editor  has  exerted  himfirif,  in  this  refped,  with  coofi* 
^erable  attention. 

In  the  Lives  of  the  modem  authors,  efpecially  of  thofe  lately  deceafed,  of  whom  there  are  no  writ* 
tea  memorials,  the  difficulty  underwhich  the  editor  laboured  will  be  evidem ;  firom  the  waot  of  pro^ 
per  information,  the  prejudi<^  of  friends  or  admirers,  the  calumnies  tif  enemies,  and  the  fnggeftioaa 
•f  envy,  to  which  eminent  charaders  are  peculiarly  liable.  Time  overcomes  moft  of  thefe  impedi- 
ments,  except  the  firft,  which  it  evidently,  in  many  cafes,  increafes. 

An  accurate  inveftigation  into  the  powers  and  varieties  of  the  human  mind,  is  of  all  ftudSei 
the  moft  important;  and  a  faithful  narration  of  the  principles,  condud,  and  writings  of  cmt« 
Bent  men,  might,  perhaps,  afford  the  fureft  bafis  for  fuch  refearches;  but  it  is  almoft  unreafonable  to 
cxped  from  human  intelled  and  virtue,  fufficient  difcemment,  difcrimination  and  impartiality,  t» 
qualify  for  fo  difficult  and  delicate  a  taik. 

As  far  as  relates  to  himfelf,  the  editor  has  endeavoured,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  relate  the  circufiH 
ftaoces  of  the  Lives  of  the  authors  from  the  moft  authentic  information,  and  to  give  an  account  of 
their  writings  with  real  impaftiality.  His  aim  has  been  to  rife  above  narrow  prejudices,  and  to  re* 
cord  the  vices  and  virtues,  the  excellencies  and  defeds  of  authors,  with  fidelity  antf  freedom.  The 
ivell-known  adage,  de  mmiuit  ml  mft  bmvm^  feems  to  have  been  didated  by  tendemels  and  humanity. 
Errors  are  diminilhed  when  once  the  grave  has  interpofed,  and  the  good  qualities  are  proportionably 
magnified.  The  generous  feelings  add  to  the  unwiltingn'efs  to  blame,  and  every  liberal  mind  feels 
ll  an  ad  of  cowardice  to  atttck  thofe  who  cannot  defend  tfacmfeHcr^  The  beft  propenfities  of  the 
human  mind  are  thus  engaged  to  repel  ceafure  and  invite  praife.  Without  violating  the  rights  of 
lityi  the  wiih  of  the  editor  baa  been  to  fpcak  of  the  dead  with  Uberal,  but  not  indiftriminate 
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fnife.    Hence,  trnth,  he  trofts,  iriU  appear  in  its  faireft  gaxb,  and  impartiality  appear  alnioll  Eke 
praife. 

In  the  reprefeoution  of  fads,  and  the  delineation  of  charadersf  the  editor  has  endeayoorcd  to  do 
foil  jnfUce  to  the  condud  and  principles  of  men  of  every  profeifion  and  party.  But  he  apprehends 
that  a  philofophical  liberality  of  mind  does  not  imply  in  it,  that  he  has  no  fentiments  of  his  own.  \ 
He  icniples  not  to  declare  his  attachment  to  the  great  interefls  of  mankind,  and  his  enmity  to  bi- 
gotry, fuperftidon,  and  tyranny.  A  work  of  this  nature,  that  ii  conduded  without  any  regard  t« 
die  chief  privileges  of  human  nature,  without  a  philofophical  liberality  of  mind,  and  without  feel- 
11^  efpecially  of  the  moral  kind,  would  be  deprived  of  much  of  its  utility^ 

With  refped  to  the  ftridures  on  the  works  of  the  various  authors,  the  editor  is  &r  from  being 
•ver-anxions  to  make  others  adopt  his  fentiments.  If  erroneous  criticifm  may  be  fometimes  fufped-  I 
•d,  who  can  hope  that,  in  matters  of  tafte,  all  ihall  agree  ?  He  will  think  it  fufficient,  if  his  remarks 
flioald  engage  the  reader  to  review  his  own  opinions,  or  recal  his  attention  to  fome  latent  beauty, 
fbme  fiddnattng  line,  or  fome  happy  ezpreflion,  which,  on  a  firft  perufal,  had  efcaped  him.  Where 
he  has  prefnmed  to  differ  from  the  moft  refpedable  authorities,  he  would  be  rather  underftood  tm 
propofe  a  doubt  than  to  offer  a  contradidion^  If  his  praKes  have  been  fometimes,  as  he  fears  they 
have,  too  lavilhly  beftowed,  he  trufts,  that  the  candid  reader  will  afcribe  them  to  a  foUdtude  whicH 
made  him  more  willing  to  recommend  beauties  than  to  expofe  blemiihes ;  rather  earned  to  do  juftice 
to  the  author's  merit,  than  to  raiie  an  admiration  of  his  own  judgment. 

The  obBgations  which  the  editor  has  received,  have  extended,  in  (everal  cafes,  to  the  communicatian 
of  entire  articles,  and  to  occafional  afliflance :  For  the  life  of  Spenfir^  and  the  lives  of  MUt^m,  f 
G»mUj^  WdUr^  ButUr^  and  Deubsm^  he  is  indebted  to  two  gentlemen  of  learning  and  abilities^  * 
who  have  not  indulged  him  with  the  liberty  of  mentioning  their  names.    They  were  folicited  and 
sbtaised  by  the  proprietors,  to  expedite  the  publication,  and  never  feen  by  the  editor  till  they  were 
printed    He  knows  not  whether  any  apology  will  be  deemed  needful  for  inferting  them.    They 
are  compofed,  it  mnil  be  acknowledged,  with  little  care  or  diligence,  and  with  a  compendious  bre-  I 
vity,  which,  though  compatible  with  accuracy  of  narration,  and  vigour  of  defcriptian,  precludes  a 
critical  account  both  of  evenu  and  writings.    As  thcfe  articles  comprehend  fome  of  the  firft  names 
in  EngUfli  poetry,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  editor  to  write  them  over  again,  for  a  feparate  edition  of 
ihe  Lives,  correded  and  enlarged,  which  it  b  in  contemplation  with  the  proprietors  to  publiflul 

Widi  refped  to  occafional  affiftance,  the  editor  has  been  favoured  with  various  biographical  infor* 
Batkm  concerning  ilfiMrv,  Blair^  IVUkU^  Bmccy  Ukd^Ltgatif  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Toulmin  of  Tauntoi/,  | 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Robertfon  of  Dalmeny,  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Thomfon  of  London,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Blair,  the  Rer.  Dr.  Baird,  the  Rev.  Dr.  i^ardy,  and  Profcffor  Dalzel  of  Edinburgh,  to  whom  he 
begs  leave  to  make  his  acknowledgments.  To  all  thefe  gentlemen  he  efteems  himfelf  much  indebted 
for  their  kindnefs  and  attention.  From  them  arifes  the  principal  ailiftance  he  has  to  boaft  ot 
He  has  many  reaibns  to  flatter  himfelf,  that  his  information  would  have  been  much  enlarged  from 
odier  quarters,  if  a  diffidence  of  his  abilities  for  the  underuking  had  not  deterred  him  from  folici- 


The  editor  cannot  conclude,  without  an  apology  to  the  reader,  which  he  is  forry  to  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  making.  In  his  endeavours  to  render  thefe  volumes  worthy  of  attention,  he  has  beea  j 
thwarted  by  a  fitnation  peculiarly  unfavourable  for  fuch  purfuits :  the  libraries  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, the  Britifh  Mufeum,  the  repofitories,  mufeums,  and  libraries  of  the  curious,  from  whence 
only  adequate  materials  are  to  be  drawn,  he  has  had  no  accefs  to.  His  chief  refource  has  been  a 
imall  private  colledion,  and  the  libraries  of  the  Univerfity,  and  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  19 
Edinburgh,  neither  of  whidi  is  rich  in  old  Engliih  literature.  I 

The  mention  of  thefe  valuable  rcpofitories  naturally  reminds  the  editor,  that  he  (honid  be  deficient   ' 
in  gratitude,  if  he  omitud  to  notice  the  readineis  with  which  he  was  allowed  the  free  ufe  of  what- 
ever they  contained,  for  the  fcrvice  of  this  work.^ 

The  communication  of  fome  fcarce  mifcellaneous  colledions,  by  Alexander  Frafer  Tftler,  £fq.  cf 
Woodhoufelee,  Robert  Arbuthnot,  Efq.  Secretory  to  the  Truflccs  for  Fiiherics,  Manufadurei  and 
asd  Improvements,  and  George  Farquhar,  Efq.  of  South  Frederick-Street,  the  editor  cofifidcrs  u^ 
&vour  worthy  of  publk  acknowledgmcnti 


t     ,  PREFACE. 

Howfiu^the  prefent  work  it  calculated  to  anfwer  what  the  public  hat  a  right  to  demand,  th'e 
editor  is  afraid  to  refled  on.  It  wai  begun  folely  from  public  confiderationt,  without  anf  regard 
to  perfonal  advantage,  and  has  been  carried  on  through  many  difficulties,  much  iU  health,  and  with 
many  real  donbu  of  his  ability  to  fiaifli  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  merit  applaufe.  He  has  not  been 
Muced  by  vanitf ,  fo  far  as  not  to  perceive  the  many  errors  and  defers  which  will  be  found  in  his 
part  of  thefe  volumes.  He  it  truly  fenfible  of  them ;  but  can,  at  the  fame  time,  declare,  they  have 
not  been  caufed  by  any  reUxation  of  his  endeavours  to  render  the  work  as  perfed  as  he  was  able, 
confident  with  his  attention  to  more  important  avocations.  Every  work  of  this  kind  is,  by  its  na- 
tnrty  deficient.  To  thofe  who  may  be  diflatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conduded,  he  can 
<mly  fay,  that  the  undertaking  appeared  to  him  much  eafier,  before  he  engaged  in  it,  than  he  found 
afterwards  in  its  progrefs  through  the  prefs.  He  had  but  an  imperfed  conception  of  the  difficulties 
to  be  fnrmounted,  the  diiappointments  to  be  incurred,  the  books  to  be  procured  and  waited  for,  the 
4ates  to  be  fettled,  the  fiids  to  be  afcertained,  and  the  various  irritating  minutix  of  the  prefs.  He 
may  fiifely  rely  on  the  candour  of  thofe  who  have  experienced  the  trouble  and  difficulty  attending 
Ibch  eitenfive  literary  undertakings. 

Whatever  b  the  determination  concerning  it  (though  the  fubjed  is  what  he  acknowledges  him- 
Itlf  to  feel  fome  anxiety  about),  the  editor  profeiTes  himfelf  not  to  have  the  flighteft  inclination  to 
difpute  the  propriety  of  any  cenfure  which  may  be  pafl*ed  on  his  labours,  either  in  part  or  in  the 
whole,  Perfedly  fatisfied  with  the  pleafure  he  has  received  in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  be  has  no 
«ipedation  of  emolument,  or  wilh  for  fame  on  account  of  his  conceAi  in  it. 

To  do  juftice  to  negledcd  merit;  to  extend  the  honour  of  our  national  poetry,  as  far  as  poffible, 
both  abroad  and  at  home ;  to  enlarge,  however  little,  the  boundaries  of  literary  biography  and  ele- 
guA  criticifin ;  to  firengthen  and  co-operate  with  the  tafte  for  poetical  antiquities,  which,  for  fame 
time  paft,  has  been  confiderably  advancing;  to  hold  out  an  incentive  to  the  love  of  hme  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  mind ;  to  diverfify  the  materials  of  common  reading,  and  to  open  frelh  fources 
of  ttfeful  indruSion  and  innocent  amufement,  are  ends  which,  though  to  attain  be  beyond  hit 
powers,  the  honed  ambition  of  the  editor  is  fomething  gratified  by  the  attempt  alone. 

ROBERT  ANDERSON. 

Edinburgh,  7 

yyvei;ibcra5. 1795.    J 
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GEOFFREY    CHAUCER. 


Coottlokw 


mOMAONT  or  TBf  EOtB^ 

TmOlLUS  AHA  CRB»E1I>B» 

TBS  COVK.T  or  LOTC, 

TSC  COMPLAINT  OP  PlTtt, 

AMHCUDA  AMm  PALtE  ARCtTr» 

TKS  AtflmMBLtE  OP  PODLBS, 

T«B  COMtLAlMT  QP  THB  BLACK  KNICBT, 


TBB  BOOK  or  TKB  DOCBKIBB^ 

CBAOCEB't  At  B,  C, 

THB  HOUSB  OP  PAM£, 

CBAOCRB't  DREME, 

THB  PLOOE  AND  THE  LBPB, 

THE  I.B8ENOE  QP  0009B  WOMEN, 

THB  COMPLAINT  OP  MAES  AND  YENUi^ 

THE  CUCKOO  AMD  THE  MLOaXXM-GALB^ 


tsTt.  \:tt.  bv. 

To  whkh  it  prefixed 

rHE    LIFE    OF  THE    AUTHOR. 


Old  Cbavcbr,  like  the  mornmgjlar^ 
To  Qt  difcoTcri-  day  firom  hr ; 
Hit  liglu  tho£s  miib  and  clouda  diflbW'd,^ 
Which  our  dark  nadoo  long  inToW'd; 
But  he  defceodiog  to  the  fliadcH 
Darknefii  again  the  age  ioTadeK 

DbM BAM'b  VBUBB  on  TBB  SBATM  Ot  C0WLBT« 


EDINBURGH: 
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Ui 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHAUCER. 


Ill  tbeii^aiitigitDf^be  ele^ei^  centofy,  oiif  YeAuoilar  poetfy  recehred  from  the  Kormans,  tht    * 


t  rf  ttot  trflif atfltttt.  whiA  it  hat  preferred  to  the  prefient  timet. 

In  the  tWo  fmbobt^Sa^  cdteriet,  the  prihcipil  efforts  of  onr  yet  untutored  Terfifiert,  were  rhyming 
cliraiiiclct«Klitietric&liQittiocet,t^ftylebf  trhidi  Wat  rbtigh,  and  the  bar^nony  of  the  numben 
^pcry  dotoive* 

In  thie  rdgn  lof  Ed#ard  L,  the  chiri<fter  of  our  poetical  compoiition  Wat  con4derably  changed*  hf  1 
tile  i«rlid«aidn  iad  inerettb^  the  talei  of  chivalry,  and  the  popular  fahita  of  th«  troobadourt  of 
Provence. 

fidttioot  adfentnret  were  thto  iilhftitute^  hy  ihe  minfirett  in  the  place  of  htiiorical  and  tradi« 
flomvy  fids,  ind  i  tafte  t<xc  brDanienul  and  exbiic  espreffion  gradually  prevailed  over  the  nidc  fim* 
pficky  of  the  nati^  £ogUih  phraTeology. 

TMe  Maloat  mlrr&tivet,  tftemnlrds  dnUrged  hy  Idhdred  fancier  derived  kom  the  ci^fadet, 
and  enriched  by  the  marveHont  machinery  of.  the  ItaUan  poett,  formed  the  cafte,  and  awakened 
llicnna^atibn  Of  OBoffReTdttAi7ci:a,the  illntbious  ornament  of  the  reign  df  Edward  III.  and  of  / 
biifiiccefibr  Richard  11^  the  &thef  of  the  £ngliih  heroic  verfe,  and  the  firft  Engliih  veHiier  who 
Wrote  poctitally* 

Of  the  great  poet,  vrkh  whofe  c^mpofitiont  thii  coUedion  of  daffical  Engliih  poeti^  commcncet, 
the  cnrioflty  which  his  repuutioti  moft  dtcite,  will  require  more  ample  information  than  can  now 
be  givm.    Ifit  contemporaries,  who  ^evereiiced  hit  geniuf,  recorded  few  particulars  of  his  life ;  / 
and  aU  who  have  fince  written  of  hiin,  relate  nothing  beyond  what  cafnil  mention,  uncertain  tra- 
didofi,  anddlfcordane  conjedure,  haive  fopplied. 

1r||i»meigre  narration,  therefore,  fcarcely  merits  the  title  that  is  giveti  to  ft;  but  the  materiaU 
£or  a  foHnr  account  are  not  to  be  found,  without  fopplying  the  deficiency  of  fads  by  the  comments 
and  iBvmdons  of  hisbiogfaphers,'  Which  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  to  credit  but  the  iingle 
drcattftance  of  being  often  repeated. 

The  birth  of  Chaucei',  lA  ijiS,  has  been  fettled,  froiA  thd  infcriptioH  Od  his  tomb-ftooe,  ligttifying  | 
that  he  died  in  I400,  in  the  ^td  year  of  his  age. 

Of  the  place  of  his  nativity  there  is  no  memorial,  any  more  thim  of  his  parents.  Bale  fays  he  was 
a  Berklhircman ;  Pit*  would  entitle  Woodilock  in  Oifcildfliire  to  his  birth ;  and  Camden  affirms  that 
London  was  hb  btrtb-place :  **  Edmund  Spenfer,'*  lap  he,  "  a  Londoner,,  was  fo  fmiled  on  by  the 
Mofcs  at  his  birth,  that  he  excelled  all  the  Engliih  pocfi  that  went  before  him,  if  we  except  only  hit 
fellow  citizen  Chancer.'*  But  Chaucev  himfeiir  Teems  to  have  determined  the  point.  In  his  T^a* 
mgtui  0f  Ltmct  be  calls  himiclf  a  ImAntis  or  Londoner,  and  fpoafcs  of  the  city  of  t^mdon  as  the 
place  of  his  tmim^re. 

His  deicent  ban  been  v^uionily  a%ned.  Leland  fays  thtft  he  wiat  of  a  noble  ilock ;  Fks,  that  he 
was  the  (on  of  a  hn^t }  Spegh(,  that  hl»  father  Wat  a  vintner ;  and  Heame,  that  he  Was  a  merchant* 

This  difference  of  opinion  ihews,  that  nothing  can  be  laid  with  any  tolerable  aflnrance  of  hit 
femxly;  bat  the  patronymic  name  feemsto  indicate,  that  it  oame  origioaUy  from  Nomumdy;  an4 
there  is  Imewbac  more  probabiUry  of  his  being  the  fon  of  »  gentlanm  rather  Una  of  a  tnMaum* 

»  5^ 


h  THE  LIFB  OP  CHA0CER. 

Hii  bktp^pheif  ire  u  much  in  the  dark  akm  the  pUcc  of  hU  edncatto^  Tbej  tell  m  that  he 
received  the  radimentt  of  hit  edocatioo  in  Solerc's  Hail,  Cambridge,  where  he  wrote  hu  Cmrt  rf 
iMve  s  and  afterwardf  completed  hit  Ibidiet  in  Merton  College,  Oxford. 

In  hit  Cwri  cf  Lovi^  he  fpeakft  bf  himfelf  under  the  name  and  charader  of  **  Philogeoei— 
of  Cambridge,  Clerk.'*  This  it  by  no  meant  a  decifive  proof  that  he  wat  really  ednaited  at  Cam- 
Inidge ;  but  it  may  be  admitted  at  a  ftrong  argument,  that  he  wu  not  educated  at  Oi&ml,  at  Ijb* 
land  hat  fuppofed,  without  the  Ihadow  of  proof.  The  biographert,  however,  inftead  of  weighing 
.ame  of  thele  accounu  agaia&  the  other,  have  adopted  both,  and  teU  ut  very  gravely  that  he  waa 
firft  at  Cambridge,  and  a^enf  ardt  rcmov^  from  theilce  to  complete  hit  education  at  Oxford. 

After  he  left  the  univerfity,  he  it  Aippofed  to  have  added  to  hit  accompliflimentt  by  travellii^ 
into  France  and  the  Low  Countriet }  but  when  he  went  afaroad,  or  at  what  time  he  returned,  are 
ctrcumftancet  not  determined. 

Hit  biographert  agree,  that  on  hit  return,  he  entered  himfelf  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  profecnted 

j  fair  feme  xxv^p  th^  iludy  of  the  law.    Sp^ht  luAgi^ira  ua  a  record  in  the  laaea  Temple  (iriscb  hs 

^  ikyt  a  iHv,  kucidey  had  feen^,  who-e  <<  Geoffrey  Cbavcer  was  fined  twaflnlUi^p,  f^c  beatiD|^&nMi* 

cifcan  friar  in  Fleet-ftreet.**    It  were  to  be  wlihed  that  h^  had  given  the  date.    I^eh^id  lays*  '*  Gd' 

tegia  Leguleiorum/requentavit,  after  his  travels  in  France,  and  perhaps  before.*'  Thele  traveUin  FxaMa 

teft  entirely  oq  the  authority  of  lieland,  whofe  acceunt  it  full  of  inconfiftendet. 

He  appeart  to  have  been  early  converCmt  with  the  conrt*  and  particularly  a^tadu^  to  the^iecvice 
i  <)F  the  iLing's  fon,  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  lancaller,  by  whofe  favour  he  obtained  in  m 
}  Philippa,  daughter  of  Sir  Payne,  or  Pagan  kouet,  a  native  of  Hainault,  and  fifter  of  the  i 
Catherine  Swynford,  the  duke*8  miftrefs,  and  afterwards  his  wife. 

As  the  credit  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  increafed  with  his  father,  Chaucer'a  alib-  rofe  hi'a>  fiko 
ph>portion ;  and  the  livelinefs  of  his  parts,  and  the  native  gaiety  of  hpt  difpofitionv  nfidarod  him  a 
I  Tery  popular  and  acceptable  character  in  the  £ngli|ih  courts  at  th^  time  the.  moil  gfif.  aad  ^tadid 
'  ih  £urope. 

That  he  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  before  this  time  by  his  poetical  petformancet^  ia  aknaft  certain  » 
and  there  is  a  tradition  fupportcd  by  fome  parages  in  his  Dream,  and  Culm  ami  JVJf^AnyWIr,  that 
when  he  attended  the  court  at  Woodftock,  he  refided  at  a  fquare  ilone  honle  neav  the  pafkrftilBg 
ivhich  ftill  retains  his  name. 

The  fird  authentic  memorial  of  Chaucer,  is  the  patent  in  Rymer,  4X<  Edward  IU«by  wMfctbo 

I  J^g  granu  to  him  an  annuity  of  20  marks,  by  the  title  of  VaUttMs  mfitr*    He  wu  then  in  the  Jftk 

^   ;year  of  his  age.  How  long  he  had  ferved  the  king  in  that  or  any  other  fUtion,  and  whnt  partioilar 

anerits  were  rewarded  by  this  royal  bounty,  are  points  equally  unknown.    There  ii^  hpwever»  no 

^ound  for  fuppoQng  that  this  mark  of  his  Majefty't  favour  wat  a  reward  of  Ch9iicer*t  poetical 

nherits.    If  it  it  conddered  that  a  few  years  after  (48.  Edward  lIL),the  king  appoioatd  hiaa 

Comptroller  of  the  Wool,  &c.  in  the  port  of  London,  \Krith  the  following  injunction  in  the  patant : 

*<  So  that  the  faid  Geoffrey  write  with  his  own  hand  his  rolls,  touching  the  (aid  o£^  and  eontmailf^.. 

Tefide  there,  and  do  and  execute  all  things  pertaining  to  the  faid  office  in  his  own  proper  pe^9n» 

and  not  by  his  fubditute  ;** — it  (hould  fcem  that  Edward,  though  adorned  with  many  royal  aod  heroifj 

■virtues,  had  not  the  gift  of  difcejning  and  patronizing  a  great  poet ;  a  gift  whic'b,like  thatof  gMaiae 

]   pbetry,  is  only  bellowed  on  the  chofen  few,  by  the  peculiar  favour  of  Heaven  \ 

■     1  ncque  enim,  nifi  cams  ab  ortu 

Diis  fuperis,  poterit  magno  fuiBe  poetse. 

Milt.  Mansus. 

From  this  time  Chaucer  is  frecpiently  mentioned  in  various  public  ioftrumcnts.    In  the  46.  Ed- 
ward III.,  \Symer\  the  king  appoints  him  Envoy  (with  two  others)  to  Genoa,  by  the  title  of  Scuti/er 
.  m/hr.     This  embafly  might  probably  have  afiforded  him  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  Petrarch    at 
)  Padua,  where  he  tells  ns,  in  the  prologue  to  the  Clerku  TaUy  he  learned  from  him  the  ftory  of  Gri- 
fe|^.  J^ut  it  it  uncertain  whether  he  ever  went  upon  the  embaffy ;  and  the  biographers  of  Petrarch, 
vh»  died  the  year  fbttowiog  (1374)1  bitve  not  rccoidtd  the  reverential  vifit  of  the  Eogliih  envoy. 


rnt  Lvfi  Of  cMAUc^it.  ^ 

;  vdle/*  liiy»  apigll, « tlutt  IMS,  tvhK  Veovlie,  was  pi^^ 
MiCknmm^wkhVMtaM,  dinglttti' oi  Oal«tficw  Ihdce  of  NBlkin;  yet  Pauhn  Jovras  Muiwtb  not 
Cfca»tcf,  bm  Brtcwke,  be  ilifMlH  wvitlKTO***  h  appctrt  from  aa  inftniment  in  Rymcr  [4fik  Edvacd 
IB.]btkiit  tbe  Dak*  ol  Obreace  patfU  ftrov  Dwrcr  to  Cihit  m  lki»  way  to  BdHniy  m  the  ipamg  of 
b6A  «i^  «  faainne  ol  457  omb  andiftflo  horfn.  Tkat  Ckawer  mighc  have  attended  the  fivke 
dkit  oeafieo,  is  not  inqpofil^e?  b«t  kb  name  doeaaot  appear  among  tlK  **  Grandi  SigMri 
'  faghaBfe.**  who  were  ««  Gon.  Maftae  Lum^  in  fompagtiia*'  [JMkrviW}.  In  the  4!^  Bi.  \ 
ini^  he  haaft  grant  for  UIb  of  a  pHchcr  of  wine  daily  [Jfymir],  In  Oie  45^.  Bdward  IR.  the  king 
( te  hiea  the  wardiiip  of  Sir  Bdoaond  8taplegatc*a  heir  [J^)MMr]«  for  which  he  received  iQ^Ks 
eBd,Hithencttyear,taieA>rfeited  waol^tDthe  Tahie  of  71L  4«>  6d^  [Urr.  Lift  0/  CB*].  la  the 
iiib|ni  af>Xdward  iih,  he  waa&at  to  Fnmce  with  Sir  Ottkhafd  IV  Angle  and  Rich^  Sean  ^ 
ftany]^  tottcatofaaMRiagcbetwecB  RaohardMnee«f  Waks^andadaoghlcrafthefttnch  hii^ 
(AayM). 

lathe  aeai  year, ».  Kkhwd  1L,fabannity  of  »o  siailbtwatgeitatad' to  hhn  in  Ikoof  the  piteher 
«f  wine  daily,  kkim-ff^hmn^i^ltvit  he  atiedoto  thomirfoftiMio  broight  npoo  him  hy  hiaaMJMEl^  | 
fathedttnriwac«whiohhoppeMdkiLeA4enhithe7.RMha»da  WkK  the  real  dtfignaofjohit 
Ctoi^tnMin^  cnawinnly  ealled  John  of  Mprthamptoih  and  hit  patty,  were,  and  howfctnflaig  dtj^Mt 
trto-ht  treated  at  a  rdieUiDa,  are  peinta  of  great  ohfcnrity*  There  it  gpodgromd  to  bdiev»tfaac 
,  in  hit  eadeaivoiirt  to  reftrm  the  dcy,  according  to  the  advice  {^veo  hy  Wiclefifie,  wa^ 
hy  the  Duke  of  Laacafter^  which  may  account  for  Ghaocer't  cngpgtnient  witfk 
thak^perey;  Vften  ^laacer  fled  to  HoUand,  to  avoid  hcing  euumned  in  rehttion  to  tbefe  di!^ 
taihanccs  (at  he  (ayt,  T^,  •/  L^ve)  he  wat  probably  ftiperfeded  in  hit  office^ol  Cooqptrolier.  It 
st.paeheUe,toO|  that  he  waa  eosfimied  in  it  on  hit  retorn,  thoagh  the  inflraBsent  hat  not  been  pro- 
date^  Iailieif.RicliardH.,lKhadthekiBg'tltcenletDfimt»derbiatfaograntoof  aonaarks^is 
Cntpar  ef  Jeha  Se^y.  TbitfiuMnder  wat  probably  oecaiioned  by  hit  dtftiefled  circomftancea^  Itt 
the  ig.  Richard  Il«,he  appeart.to  hem  been  Ckck  of  the  worht  at  WeftminOer,  Jdc^  aadin  the  fol» 
lowiagyeaar  at  Wadfitr.  la  the  17.  Richerd  IL  the  hing  gtanted  htm  a  new  annuity  of  40& 
[J^ear.]  IfhewaaeverpoCeilcdof  DenningieD  CaftieinBafkibire(athitbiographenfttppofe^^ 
maR  haaofardnled  it  abeat  thi«  times  lipr  it  appears  to  haite  been  in  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  Richas4 
Addcffbary^in  the  17.  Ridiard-  Hi  [AHma/i.  Aag.  n.  474}-  Bat  them  b.no  proof  of  aay  fiich  pork. 
flhefiat  wdA  the  %ma$aw  of  his  affMfs  makes-  it  highly,  iaiprobabk.  The  tradition  of  an  oak  in  Dua« 
aingtaa  park»  called  Ctnacer'soak*  ma^  be  fnftcietttly  accounted  for,  without  £appofing  that  it  waa  ( 
planted  by  Chancer  himfelf.aa  the  eafliewas' undoubtedly  in  the  poflbffion  of  Thomas  ciiaecev,^ 
iafiippofedto  be  hifrfiNiy  for  miny  yeartb 

la  the  31.  Richard  II.  the  king  granted  him  hie  preceAion  for  two  yeart  [Rym»r]s  and  in  S9y  a 
pipael  ande  enneally  [iW} .  la  the  next  yeac^  the  x.  Henry  IV.,  hit  two  grants  of  the  aanmty  of 
•oL,  and  of  the  pipe  of  wine,  were  confirmed  to  him  [Rym*r]\  and  at  the  fame  tiiae»  he  had  an  ad^ 
diiiaaal  grant  of  40  marict^  [*^^  Iti^peart  that  he  received  an  ammity  of  10  marks  on  account 
«f  hia  inle,  He  died,  acoerdtng  to  the  inrcripttoo  on  his  toqt4>ftone«  in  the  ».  Henry  iV.,  on  the 
ajth  of  OAobcr  MDOs,  and  was  buried  in  Weibninikr  Abbey.  A  monument  was  ereded  te  hit 
mmmry  ia  Slj6»  hy  Mr.  Naeholas  Bilgham  of  Oxford,  upon  which  he  cauied  his  piAure  to  be 
painted,  foorn  the  originid  of  Occkve,  in  the  illaminated  manuicript  of  his  troatiie  De  rtgmm0 
^rimi^h,  together  with  the  foUowiog.  infcription,  which  ftill  remainab 

M.S. 
Qui  fecit  Anglorui^  vates  nofter  mazimas  olhn.  \ 

^ALFaiDU9  Ch4vcbr  conditur  hoc  tumnio  : 
Annum  fi  quaeras  Domini,  fi  tempora  vitse, 
Ecce  notz  fubfunt  qux  tibi  cunda  notunt* 
35  Odobris  X4oa 
iErumnarum  rcquies  mors. 
N.  Irij;hapi  hot  fecit  Mufarum  oomi|ie  fomptus* 


^  THE  LIFE  OF  CHAUCER* 

Tkcfeat^tibepnlicipal  (ka$mCiaDoer*tlife,wliidiacea^^  Cnlifl 

^TMift  9m  tkt  A/lr^UAtf  he  infbniM  nt  thit  he  had  a  (bo  called  Lewit*  who  waa  ten  yraracf  age  m 
S59l.  There  it  so  accoom  in  i#hat  ftatiw  be  lived,  or  wheo  he  died.  The  ichttiaii  •£  ThooMB 
Oiavcer  to  him  hat  not  beco  ^(ccrtaiiied.  Spegfat  frys^  <*  that  fome  held  opiaioo,  that  Thomis 
Chaucer  wat  nol^the  ibn  of  Qeo£&«y;**  and  there  aie  certainly  many  drcuDftaneaa  which  readdr 
that  optiuon  probable.  He  married  Maiide«  daagfatte  of  Sir  John  Bargherlhe,  refidcd  chieiy  m 
Swefanin  Otfbfdihire,pa0ed  through  ieveral  pubKc  ftatidUl,  and  died  on  the  ^th  «f  Apctt  l4S4* 
Th«  poetical  compoTitionf  of  Chancer,  particnhtfly  hia  Ouitnimwy  Ttlu,  obtstned  him  the  higheft 

I  ylace  of  diitindboh  among  hit  contemporariet.  The  talaa*  it  it  probable,  were  coaipoied  at  diffiar*^ 
CBt  periodf  df  hit  liibi  He  eooaeifted  them  together  in  dnt  admitiible  draaiatic  ftmdore  in  whici& 
they  are  tt  peSttA,  abemt  th^  year  1383;  They  were  firft  printed  by  onr  meritorioni  oonntrynttA 
'WsUiam  Gattan,  the  irft  Englifli  printer,  as  Amei  fnppofei,  abont  1475  ^  <47^  «o^  H^  ^  149 >• 
Sobfe^pient  editiont  were  printed  by  Wynken  de  Worde,  in  14^5,  and  by  Pynfon  in  I49<f  *od  f  5^^ 
whid»  wteihe  flfft  that  indddedhiv  milcenaneons  piecel.  The  next  edition  Wat  printed  by  Oodfrey 
in  X53A,  with  Mr*  William  Thynne*t  dedication  to  Henry  VIII.,  and  a  groat  number  of  piecet  never 
before  publiflicdi  Thit  edition  wat  many  timet  reprinted,  at  the  ftaodard  edition  of  Chancer** 
works,  till  the  appearanoe  of  the  editiont  of  8towe  and  Speght  in  1561,  X597,  and  l6oji;  and  of 
the  edition  undertthed  by  Urry,  which  was  publiib^  feme  yeart  after  hit  death,  in.  I7»i»  witk  n 
preface  by  Mr.  Timothy  Thomas.    An  edition  of  the  Cmiteritny  'FaUs  wat  pubUflied  by  Tbomaa 

I  TyrwhiUf  Ef<i.|  in  4  voU  8vo,  1775,  to  which  wat  added,  in  177^,  a  filUi  vohmie,  oontalning  an 

^  »  liTay  on  the  Longnageand  Verfificatidn  of  Ghaocer,*'  <*  an  tetrodoAory  Difcoorfe  to  theGnaera 
hiry  TuUs^  and  «  a  Oloflary.** 

.  The  prefent  edition  of  the  OsHUrbwry  talti  it  printed  from  Tyrwhitt*t  inco«Bparable  e£tfon^ 
and  his  learned  and  vakiable  Olbflary  it  copied  with  little  variation,  except  in  the  ootdflion  of  the 
-immerical  referencet.  The  fhwmant  Tale,  TaU  pf  Gamtiyn^  Adtmhirt  •/  Fardrnta^  mud  Tuf^k^i 
and  ih€  Mtr^anfi  fetmd  Tale^  omitted  by  Tyrwhitt,  have  been  retained^  though  all  ^iidence^ 
Sniernal  and  external,  it  againft  the  foppoiition  of  their  being  the  production  of  C^noeer. 

The  genuine  mifetUammt  pkat  of  Chaucer  are  primed  from  Urry*8  edition,  cxelufiv^  of  tbofe 
piecet  which  are  known  to  be  the  production  of  other  authors,  and  the  anonymous  compoftiona^ 
which,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  added  to  Oiaucer't,  in  the  leveral  editiont,  without  any  evi« 
dence  whatever.  Bcfidet  thele  more  confiderable  workt,  it  appears  that  he  had  CompdM  many 
Naiades,  XtmndeU,  Virtlayty  and  that  he  had  iModi  many  a  Lay  aitd  maty  a  71m^«  A  fSew  pieces  of 
this  fort  are  ftiU  extant,  and  inferted  here  as  they  ftand  in  the  editions. 

The  works  of  Chaucer  in  ^rofe  are,  a  tranfiation  of  Boethiut  A  trnffol^^kt  PBUofipBU,  which 
be  hat  mentioned  himfelf  in  tie  Ltgende  d/  Gtode  fl^waeu^  A  Tnaiifi  m  the  AJhtUbt^  addreiied 
to  his  ion  L^ewit  in  1 391,  and  the  T^amoii  tf  Ltmt^  which  it  evidently  an  imitation  of  Boethiut  dg 
CoitfpUtime  Fbllrfopbia, 

The  private  charadcr  of  Chaucer  appears  to  have  been  M  refpeAabte  at  hb  Kterary  charadlef 
was  truly  illufttious.  In  his  manners  he  was  mild  and  gentle ;  in  his  difpofifion  he  was  open  and 
ingenuous.  He  was  a  fine  gentlemen,  an  agreeable  companion,  and  a  learned  vrriter.  Hit  coih 
temporaries  and  difciplcs,  Gower,  Ocdeve,  and  Lydgate,  are  kvifli  in  his  praife.  With  Wickliffe,  the 
Cither  of  the  Reformation,  he  concurred  in  fentimenes  of  religion,  and  co.uperated  in  hit  moft  va« 
luable  dciigns ;  fo  natural  is  the  connedion  between  genius  and  the  love  of  liberty. 

On  the  literary  charader  of  Chaucer  it  is  the  lefs  neceflary  to  enlarge,  as  it  has  within  thefe  few 
years  been  fo  accurately  and  amply  difplayed  by  Mr.  Warton,  the  learned  hlitorian  of  the  EngUfli 

'  poetry,  whofe  death  is  an  irreparable  iofs  to  Englilh  literature,  and  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  whofe  edition  of 
^e  Camterhury  Tales  is  the  moft  curious,  erudite,  and  valuable  publication  that  has  yet  appeared  in  thit 
country. 

Chaucer  isNifually  charaderifed  as  the  Reformer  of  the  Englifli  language,  and  the  father  of  Engw 
lUh  poetry.  He  ondoubtcdiy  critically  cultivated  his  native  congue,  that  he  might  reform  iu  irre* 
gnlaritics,  and  eftabliih  an  Englifh  Ayle ;  and  he  was  cirtainly  the  firft  perfon  in  £ogUnd  to  whom 
the  appellation  of  a  poet,  in  it's  genuine  luAre,  could  be  applied*    H<  has  atumppcd  every  fpe* 


THE  LIFE  Of  CHAUCER.  l9 

finef  poctf7ifiHim8ft'%%ramto«neptcpociii,«&dbMittcceede^  malL    I^lMnretwbe  ap|iint 
pe-camem  in  any  one  poetical  department,  it  is  in  the  ittMfik^e.     The  Gnteitfry  Ta/u,  I 
liiafreatelk  pfdaAion,  eihtbit  a  wonderful  Taxiet/oCtalenU ;  lor  they  dwnnd  with  the  foblimeand 
the  pathetic,  with  adni|nhle  fatice«  genuine  hwnonr,  and  ao  nnconunon  knowledge  of  life.  They 
were  prohaUy  compofed  in  imit^on  ^  tlie"  Decameron**  of  0occace»  thoof^  upon  a  difierent  and  | 
impfiwed  plan.    The  general  plan  may  he  kanieditom  the  prologue  he  hat  piiefized  to  them.  He 
fifpoiet  there,  dot  a  company  of  pUgrimigoiog  to  Oantetbnry,  aflemhle  at  an  inn  in  Soutbwark« 
^  agree,  that  for  their  common  anmlcment  on  the  road»  each  of  them  (hall  teU  at  leaft  onetale 
ip  going  to  Canterbury,  and  another  in  opming  hack  from  thence ;  and  that  he  who  JhaU  tell  the 
hefl  ta^  (hall  be  treated  by  the  reft  with  a  fupper,  upon  their  return  to  the  (ame  inn.    It  appcan 
aHb  diat  be  defigned  to  defcribe  their  journey*  mid  oU  the  rewutuutk  of  thHr  pUgrmagt^  including 
probably  their  adveotarea  at  Qanterbury,  aa  well  at  upon  the  road ;  but  this  ezceniive  and  difficult 
nndcmUng  has  been  left  imperfedl ;  and  man  than  one  half  of  the  talet  he  intended  to  give 
is  wanting.    The  chancers  of  the  pilgrims  are  as  irarioot  as  at  that  time  could  be  found  in  the  de«f 
partmcntsof  middle  life;  and  the  ftories  are  ezadly  fuited  to  their  charaders,  and  dearly  evince,  that  ^ 
Chancer,  notwithibnding  the  aids  he  deriTed  from  his  acquaintance  with  Italian  literature,  wu 
pciefled  of  a  noble  indention,  and  a  fruitful  imagination. 

n»  kaigbei  2Wfc,  7b9  Wtfi  rf  Baih*i  TmU^  TaUofibt  Nmts  Pri^^  Flower  and  the  Lefe^  and  TBg  j 
ChmwtUr  rf  a  Gfd  Parfm^  have  been  thought  worthy  of  imiution  and  revival  by  Dryden,  whofs 
pafiphmffV  particularly  of  the  KMigbt*»  TdSr,  and  of  the  Flower  aadtbt  Leaf  are  the  moft  animated 
and  hamonions  pieces  of  veifification  in  the  Engliih  language.  Pope  hat  imiuted  the  Merekua** 
IMc,  7he  Wife  ef  Batb*i  Froltfue,  and  The  fforff  ofFame^  with  his  ufual  elegance  of  di&ion  and 
huw^mj  id  veriification.  BCr.  Betterton  has  tranflated  the  JS^*/  Tale  and  the  Charaaen  of  the  FiU 
^im ;  and  a  coHedHoo  of  "  The  Canterbiiry  Tales  Modernized,*'  was  publiihed  by  Mr.  Ogle,  in 
3  YoL  Siro,  174X. 

The  Sfmcr*!  Tale  is  confidered  by  Mr.  Warton  as  Chaucer's  capital  poem ;  and  he  has  admirably  ■ 
fpH"***  the  origin  of  the  fidions  with  which  it  abounds.    With  like  ingenuity  and  learning  ho 
yafliilii  the  various  poems  of  Chaucer ;  and  with  regard  to  thofe  which  had  a  foreign  original, 
#itws  how  &r  the  prodndUoos  which  gave  rife  to  them  have  been  copied,  akered,  and  improved* 
IIm  coa^pnlbn  tarns  OBt  in  ttiany  refpedU  to  the  advanuge  of  the  Engliih  poet. 

*■  Chancer,'*  fiqrs  he,  *  was  a  man  of  the  world ;  and  from  this  circumftance  we  are  to  accoont*  . 
in  a  great  mealnre,  for  the  many  new  embelliihments  conferred  on  our  poetry.  The  defcriptions  ( 
^  f^lendid  proceffions  and  gallant  caronftls,  with  which  his  works  abound,  are  a  proof  that  he  was 
Mflrmlhflt  with  the  pradice  and  diverfions  of  polite  life.  His  travels  likewife  enabled  him  to  cul- 
tfvaaatbe  Italian  and  Flroven^al  poetry  with  the  greateil  fucceis,  and  induced  him  to  polilh  the  a£* 
ferity*  mid  enrich  die  fterility  of  |us  native  veriification*  with  fofter  cadences,  and  a  more  copiona 
SBid  vaiSsgated  phraieofegy. 

CoDccraing  the  licentiiMispairages  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  Chaucer's  poems,  the  (ame  ingeniona  [ 
nid  leaned  writer  oUcrves,  diat  they  are  in  a  great  meafare  to  be  imputed  to  the  age  in  which 
they  were  wtitteo.  **  We  are  apt,'*  lays  he,  <*  to  fon^i  romantic  and  ezaggerated  notions  about 
the  monl  inhoccnce  of  our  anceftora.  Ages  of  ignorance  and  iimplicity  are  thought  to  be  ages  of 
parity.  The  ditcd  contrary  I  believe  is  the  cafe.  Rnde  periods  hate  that  groilheis  of  manneti^ 
iHiach  ia  not  kfs  friendly  to  virtue  than  loxury  itfelf.  In  the  middle  ages,  not  only  the  mod  flagiant 
winlitinos  of  modcfty  were  frequently  praAifed  and  permitted,  but  the  moft  infamous  vices.  Men 
«« lefii  aihawifd  aa  they  are  Ids  poUihed.  Great  refinement  multiplies  criminal  pleafnres,  but  at  the 
test  time  pieientt  the  idnal  commiffion  of  many  enormities,  at  leaft  it  preferves  poblic  decencyg 
aod  fnppveica  pa))lic  licemioafiieis." 

In  delineating  Chaucer's  talent  for  hnmour,  Mr.  Wanon  agrees  with  Dr.  Hnrd,  who,  in  hit 
?  fi^Mtcfa  00  Chivalry,"  fuppofes  that  the  JRime  of  Sir  Tbopat^  was  intended  to  ezpofe  the  leading  I 
» «f  ^  old  roma^  That  this  waa  Chatim*!  aim  appears  from^many  paflaget  takeo  ' 
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JQiBirfrtt, fifeMr  i)^dtaw, mi  MlMt  tMtateiet,  Itt  thb fkmfe  flyl^ #bfth  M  ftlllcitatati  ttj 
dmefore  clw  t«ld  nisy  juftlf  bt  called  It  ^r^dft  tA  Don  Qoltotte. 

ftom  lyfr.  Walton's  Haytf  oC  iIm  pottnt  of  Chaocer,  thdb  eoodtifioikf  a^  /Mttki  conc6ti&ui jf 
lnm^— >That  in  coltivatioti  anil  deganee,  in  llaMboity  iM  |iifl|^!tt  of  ▼etfificaticm,  lie  ibrpaflb  h^ 
fMdeceflbrB  in  aa  infinite  propaftion  (  that  hU  (^eiiitn  wk$  utiitfcrfll,  ana  adapted  to  Hhtmts  bf  oh* 
Wtnded  Yarietj ;  that  hit  m^ritwaa  not  kft&i  paiMth^flifolKarniannen^lhhumoiir  and  propria 
tft  tlMli  in  moving  the  pafiona,  and  In  tipretentinl^  th^btiMftkl,  or  Hit  grand  objcda  o^  natnr^, 
^kh  grace  and  MUmitf ;  and  tiat  ht  appeared  witli  all  ^e  htfth«  of  i  true  po^»  ih  an  a^  frhkU 
^atafdM  Mm  toftmg^witli  a  Wbat out  lln^na^,  «bd  *  fadti^ftii  #^t  <^  uifte ;  aiidirbeiiUlt 
ipnni^  Kifet  lit  aU  WIS  a  fining  ^iianjkattp^ 
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THE    PROLOGUE, 


I  WsAH NB  Out  Apri^  w^  his  Ikoures  foce 
'  The  dnmghte  of  Mvcfa  hath  perced  to  the  rote, 
And  J>athed  every  yeine  in  fwiche  Kcovr, 
Of  whiche  ▼Crtue  cngendrcd  h  the  flojir  ;] 
Vhao  2>phirU8  eke  with  his  fote  brethe 
Infjnred  hath  in  every  holt  and  hethe 
The  tendre  croppes,  and  the  ydngc  fonne 
Hath  in  the  Rani  his  halfe  cours  yronnei 
And  finale  Toules  maketi  melodie. 
That  flcpen  aUe  night  with  open  eye, 
^  priketh  hem  nature  in  Mr  corages, 
l^tlian  longen  folk  to  gon  on  pilgrimages. 
And  palmercs  for  to  fekcn  fbange  ftrondes, 
To  ieewc  halwcs  couthe  in  fbndr^  londes ; 
And  fpeciaUy  from  cvenr  fliire's  ende 
Of  £i^klond  to  Canterbury  they  wende,  • 
The  holy  blifsful  martyr  for  to  fckc 
That  hem  hath  holpen  whan  that  they  were  feke« 

Beielle  that  in  that  fefon  on  a  day. 
In  Southwcrk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay, 
Rcdy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Canterbnry  with  dcroute  courage. 
At  night  was  come^  into  that  hoftelrie 
Wei  nsnc-and-twaity  in  a  compagdie 
Of  iioiulry  folk,  by  aventnre  y^c 
lo  fclawfbip',  and  ^ilgrimes  were  they  alle 
That  toward  Canterbury  wolden  ride. 
The  chambres  and  the  ftables  wcrcn  wide, 
And  wel  we  weren  efcd  attc  bcilc  * 

AnA.  ihortly  when  the  fonne  was  gon  to  refte, 
So  hadde  I  fpokcn  with  hem  ercrich  on, 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawfliip  anon. 
And  made  forword  crly  for  to  rife. 
To  take  oure  way  thorj  as  I  you  ds^ife. 

YOL.1. 


But  natkeles  while  t  bare  time  andfpAC^ 
Or  that  I  farther  in  this  tale  pace,    - 
Me  thinketh  it  accordant  to  reltm 
To  tellen  you  alle  the  eonditioii 
Of  eche  m  hem,fo  aft  it  femed  me. 
And  wliiche  they  weren,  and  of  What  degf^^ 
And  eke  in  what  araie  that  they  were  inne  | 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  1  firfte  beginner 

A  Kfiigbt  uicF  was,  and  that  a  worthy  naUi      I 
That  ho  the.  time  that  he  firfte  began  ^ 

To  riden  out,  he  loved  chivalrie, 
Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  cttrtefie* 
Ful  worthy  was  he  in  hi«  lordet  werre. 
And  therto  hadde  he  ridden,  no  man  fcrre 
As  well  in  Griftendom  a«  in  HethenelTe, 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  worthlnefle. 

At  Alifandre  he  was  whan  it  was  wonne  ^ 
Ful  often  time  he  hadde  the  bord  begonoe  f 
Aboven  alle  nations  in  Pruce : 
In  Lettowe  Mddc  he  reyfed  and  in  Ruce, 
No  Criften  man  fo  ofte  of  his  degre : 
In  Ocrnade  at  the  fiege  eke  hadde  he  be 
Of  Algeiir,  an4  ridden  in  Belmaric  ; 
At  Lcyes  yrzs  he,  and  at  Satalic, 
Whan  they  were  wo&ne  ;  and  in  the  Crete  $^<| 
At  many  a  nnbk  armee  hadde  he  be. 
At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  ben  fiftene. 
And  foughten  for  our  faitli  at  Tralniflcne 
In  liftes  thries,  and  ay  flain  his  fo. 

This  ilke  worthy  knight  hadde  ben  alib 

♦  Alexandria  In  fgypi  w4«  won  (and  immediatefy  iftet 
ahandooeJ)  lo  13^5  ^f  Herie  dc  Lufigtian  Wnn  of  Cy« 
prus. 

f  He  had  been  placed  at  tbe  head  of  the  table,  th«  uft*« 
a)  compliment  to  extranrdlnary  merit,  as  the  cciniteiH«^ 
L«h  very  propery  explain  it,  ' 
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Sonic  time  wltH  the  Lord  of  Palatie  • 
A%cn  another  Hethen  in  Turkie, 
And  evermore  he  hadde  a  fovcrcine  pris, 
I  And  though  that  he  was  worthy,  he  was  wife, 
'  And  of  hii  port  as  mcke  at  is  a  nwyde. 
He  never  yet  no  vilanie  ne  fayde 
In  alle  hi»  lif  unto  no  manere  wight : 
He  was  a  veray  parfit  gentil  Knight. 
But  for  to  tellcn  you  of  hit  araie, 
I  H^  hors  way  good,  but  he  ne  was  not  gaie^ 
Ot  fuilian  he  wercd  a  gipon 
Alle  befmotred  with  his  habergeon, 
For  he-  was  late  ycooie  fA»  his  viage. 
And  wente  for  to  don  his  pUgriniage. 

(With  him  ther  was  his  fone,  a  yooge  Squier^ 
A  loTor  and  a;  fufty  backeler. 
With  lockcs  cmll  as  they  were  laide  in  prelTe ; 
Of  twenty  ycre       age  he  was,  I  gefle. 
Of  his  ftattn^  he  was  of  even  lengthe. 
And  wonderly  deliver,  and  grete  of  ftrengthe ; 
And  he  hadde  be  fometime  m  chevaichle 
In  Flaunders,  in  Artois,  and  in  Picardie, 
And  borne  him  wel,  as  of  fo  litel  fpace, 
in  hope  to  ftonden  in  his  ladies  graced 

Embrouded  was  Ke,  as  it  were  a  mede 
Alle  full  of  fresihe  floores  white  and  rede  ; 
Singing  ive,  was  or  floyting  alle  the  day  : 
He  was  as  fresfhe  at  is  the  moneth  of  May  : 
Short  i9rtA  his  gof^ne,  with  iTeves  long'and  wide; 
Wel  coude  he  fittc  on  hors,  and  fayre  ride  : 
He  coude  fongcs  make,  and  wel  endite. 
Juile  and  eke  dance,  and  wd  pourtxaie and  write: 
{  So  bote  he  loved,  that  by  nightertale 
i  He  ilcp  no  more  than  doth  the  nightingale  ; 
Cuiteis  he  was,  lowly  and  fervifablc. 
And  carf  before  his  hdtr  at  the  table, 
i     A  Tewtam  hadde  ke,  and  fervantes  no  mo 
'  At  that  time,  for  him  lufte  to  ride  fo. 
And  he  was  cladde  in  cote  and  hode  of  grene ; 
A  Aiefe  of  peafcock  arwes  bright  and  kene 
Under  his  bek  he  bare  full  tlu-iftily  j 
Wel  coude  he  dreffe  his  takel  yemanly  : 
His  arwes  drouped  not  wkh  fetheres  lowCy 
And  in  his  bond  he  bare  a  mighty  bowe. 

A  notched  hadde  he,  with  a  bn>\iite  viTage  i 
Of  woodcraft  coude  he  wel  alle  the  niage : 
Upon  his  arme  he  bare  a  gaie  bracer. 
And  by  bis  fide  «  fwerd  and  a  bokeler. 
And  on  that  other  fide  a  gaie  daggcre, 
Harneifed  wel,  and  iharp  as  point  of  fpere : 
A  Criilofre  on  his  breft  of  ulver  (bene. 
An  home  he  bare,  the  baodrik  wai  of  grene  i 
A4drftef  was  he  fothely,  as  I  gefle. 
J      Ther  was  alfo  a  Nonnc,  a  Prkreffty 
J  That  of  hire  (mihng  was  ful  fimpLe  and  coy» 
Hire  greteft  othe  n'as  but  by  Seint  Eloy, 
And  ihe  was  cleped  Madam  Eglentine ; 
Ful  wel  ihe  fange  the  fervice  devine, 
Entuned  in  hire  nofe  ful  fwetcly ; 
And  Frenchc  fhe  (pake  ful  foyre  and  feliilyr 
After  the  fcole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe, 
For  Frenche  of  Paris  was  to  hire  unknowe  : 
I  At  mete  was  (he  wel  ytaughte  withalle,- 
I  ^he  lette  no  morfel  from  Mre  Upp^  fulle* 

#  rxUthli  in  Anat^ 


Ne  wette  hire  fin^es  in  hire  favcc  dcpr; 

Wd  coude  (he  cane  a  morfel,  and  wel  kep«;^ 

Thatte  no  drope  ne  fell  upon  hire  breft  s 

In  curtefie  was  (ette  ful  mocke  hire  left  » 

Hire  over  lippe  wiped  fiiefo  dene. 

That  in  hire  cuppo  was  bo  ferthiiig  fime 

Of  grefe  when  (be  dronken  hadde  hire  draught  t 

Full  femely  after  hire  mete  (he  raught ; 

And  fikerly  (he  was  of  gretc  difport. 

And  ful  pleafant  and  amiable  oCport, 

And  peined  hire  to  <rontrefetan  chere 

Of  court  and  ben  eftatelich  of  manere. 

And  to  ben  holdto  diene  of  feterence. 

But  for  to  fpeken  or  hire  conicieftce,    | 
She  was  fo  chariuble  and  fo  pitous 
She  wolde  wepe  if  that  ihe  faw  a  mous 
Caughte  in  a  trappe  if  it  were  ded  or  bledde. 
Of  fmak  houndes  hadde  ihe,  that  ike  feddc 
With  roftcd  flefli,  and  mUk,  and  waftel  bredc^ 
But  fore  wept  (he  if  on  of  hem  were  dede, 
Or  if  men  fmote  it  with  a  yerde  iraert ; 
And  all  was  confdence  and  tendre  herte. 

Ful  femely  hire  wimple  ypinched  was,    | 
Hire  aefe  tretis,  hire  eyen  grey  as  glaft^ 
Hire  mouth  full  fnrale,  and  therto  foft  and  red  ; 
But  fikerly  ihe  hadde  a  layre  forehed  : 
It  was  almoft  a  fpanne  brode  I  trowe. 
For  hardily  (be  was  not  nndergrowc. 

Ful  fctife  was  hire  cloke,  as  I  was  ware,  \    - 
Of  fmale  corall  aboute  hire  arm  (he  bare 
A  pair  of  bedes  gauded  all  with  grene. 
And  thereon  hcng  a  broche  of  gold  ful  (bene 
On  whiche  was  firft  ywritten  a  cronned  A, 
And  after  Amt  vi/uU  tmttia. 

Another  NcMue  alfo  with  hire  hadde  (he 
That  was  hire  chapelleine,  and  Prt^ts  thre. 

A  MiJt  ther  was,  a  fayre  for  (he  maiftrie^  { 
An  out-rider  that  loved  vencrie  ;  « 

A  manly  man  to  beil  an  aSbot  able  ; 
F^l  many  a  deinte  hors  hadde  he  in  ftable. 
And  whan  he  rode,  men  mighte  his  bridel  here 
Gingeling  in  a  whiftling  wind,  as  cicre 
And  eke  as  loude  as  dow  the  chapdl'  belle 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  kepct  of  the  cellc. 

The  reule  of  Seint  Maure  and  of  Sdnt  Bendt', 
Becauie  that  it  was  olde  and  fomdele  ftreit, 
This  ilke  monk  lette  olde  thinges  pace. 
And  hdde  aifter  the  newe  world  the  trace. 
He  yave  not  of  the  text  a  pulled  hen 
That  faith  that  hunters  ben  not  hoi/  men» 
Ne  that  a  monk  whan  ke  is  rekkeles 
Is  like  to  a  fiih  that  is  waterley; 
This  is  to  fay,  a  monk  out  of  his  cloiftre  ; 
T)iis  ilke  text  held  he  not  worth  an  oiftre ; 
And  I  fay  his  opinimi  was  good.  I 

What !  ihulde  he  ihidie  aitd  make  himfelven  wood^ 
Upon  a  book  in  cloiftre  alway  to  pore. 
Or  fwinken  with  his  hondes,  and  laboure. 
As  Auftin  bit  ?  how  (bal  the  woild  be  ferved  ? 
Let  Auftin  have  his  fw'nk  to  him  refervcd  : 
Therforc  he  was  a  prickafourc  a  right. 
Grdhounde^  he  hadde  as  fwift  as  foul  of  fliglit*  1 
Of  pricking  and  of  hunting  for  the  hare  ' 

Was  all  his  luft ;  for  no  coft  wolde  he  fpare* 

I  faw  his  flevcs  purfiled  at  the  bond        j 
With  gris,^  and  that  thefiocft  of  the  load  \  I 
I 
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AimI  for  to  hiUh  his  hood  under  hii  chinne 
He  hkddc  of  gbld  ywrought  t  carious  pinnc ; 
A  l^Te'4noCtc  in  the  jgreter  cnde  ther  wu  i 
t  Hi«  bed  wa»  baUed,  and  flione  as  any  gla* ; 
'  And  dLc  his  face,  as  it  hadde  ben  anoiiit ;. 
He  -was  a  lord  ful  ht,  and  ip  good  point : 
His  cycn  ftepe»  and  rolling  in  his  hed. 
That  itemed  as  a  fomds  of  a  led ; 
His  bootes  fonple,  his  hors  in  gret  eftat ; 
Kow  certainly  be  was  a  £iyrb  prclat : 
He  wfs  not  pale  as  a  forpined  goft ; 
A  ht  fwan  loVed  he  bcft  of  any  roft  i 
His  paU^ej  wal  as  broune  as  is  a  bery. 
I     A  r^ert  ther  was,  a  wanton  and  a  mery, 
I A  limxtoitr,  a  ful  folempne  man  t 

In  all  theordres  foure  is  non  that  can 
f  So  mocbe  of  daliance  and  fayre  langage. 
*  He  hadde  ymade  ful  many  a  manage 
Of  yonge  winunen  at  his  owcn  coiT; 
Until  his  o^drie  he  wits  a  noble  poft. 
Fnl  wel  beloved  and  familicr  was  he 
With  frankekins  over  all  in  his  contree, 
And  eke  with  worthy  wimmen  of  the  Tonni 
For  He  had  power  of  coofcffion; 
As  (aide  himfclfe,  more  than,  a  curat. 
For  of  his  ordre  he  was  a.Ucenciat* 
Fol  twetely  berde  be  cbnfeflion^ 
And  plefant  was  his  abfohition. 
He  was  ah  ttj  man  to  give  penance     • 
Ther  as  he  wifte  to  ban  a  good  pitance, 
For  nsto  a  poure  ordre  for  to  give 
Is  figne  that  a  man  is  wel  yibrive; 
For  if  he  gave  he  dorile  make  avant 
He  wifte  3tzt  a  man  was  repentant  i 
For  DUtny  a  man  fo  nard  is  of  his  berte^ 
He  may  not  wepe  although  him  fore  fmerte  | 
T1ier£ore  in  ftede  of  weping  and  praieres 
Men  mote  give  filver  to  the  poore  freres. 
I     His  tippet  was  ay  faj-fed  (m  of  knivei 
And  pinnes  for  to  given  fayre  wivf  s : 
And  certainly  he  hadde  a  mery  note ; 
Wel  conde  h^  finge  and  plaien  on  a  rote. 
Of  ycddinges  *  he  bare  utterly  the  pris ; 
His  nckke  was  white  as  the  flour  de  lis ; 
Theito  he  ftrong  was  as  a  champioun, 
And  knew  wel  the  tavemes  in  every  toun. 
And  every  holder  and  gay  tapftere, 
Bettek-  than  a  lazar  or  a  beggere ; 
For  tsmo  fWiche  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Accordeth  nought,  U  by  his  faculte 
*ro  haven  With  fike  lazars  actjulintand!  i 
U  is  not  honcft,it  may  not  avance, 
As  far  to  delen  with  no  fwiche  jpouraille, 
Bat  all  with  riche  and  leOers  of  vitaillc. 
.    And  over  all,  ther  as  profit  ihuld  arifo 
fCnrteis  he  was,  knd  lowly  of  (crvife  : 
Ther  n*as  no  man  no  wher  fo  vertoous; 
He  was  the  Belle  begger  in  all  his  bons, 
And  gave  a  certain^  ^ume  for  the  grant 
Hon  of  his  bretheTen  tame  in  his  haunt : 
For  though  a  widewe  hadde  but  a  ihoo, 
(So  plefant  Was  his  Im  frikeipio) 

•  Thb  word,  bef  of  not  underflood,  h««  been  cbanfred 
«  fcoM  copk*  lAto  tidimits  AOd  VLcddinses,  It  probably 
MM  4  Uii4  ot  ftmts  from  the  Sskoo  gt^digmu  ihUUoM, 


Yet  wold  he  have  afertbing  or  he  wentf 
His  pourcbas  wtts  wel  better  than  his  rent  i 
'  And  ragd  he  Coude  as  it  hadde  ben  a  whelp  ; 
In  lovedayes  thdr  cotide  be  mochel  help  ; 
For  ther  Was  be  n^t  like  a  cloifterere, 
With  thredbare  cope,  as  is  a  poure  fcolere«     | 
But  be  was  like  a  maifter  or  a  pope  :  ' 

Of  double  Worded  was  bis  femicopc. 
That  found  was  as  a  belle  out  of  the  prefle. 
Somwhat  he  lifped  for  his  wantonnefle  f 

To  mike  his  £nglilh  Iwete  upon  his  tonge  \ 
And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  hadde  fonge^ 
His  eyen  twinkeled  in  his  hed  aright 
As  don  the  fterres  in  a  frofty  night. 
This  worthy  limitbur  was  deped  Huberd, 

A  Merebiuit  was  ther  with  a  forked  herd  ;  ( 

In  mottelee,  and  highe  on  hors  he  fat. 
And  on  his  hed  a  Faundfilh  bever  hat« 
His  bootes  clapfed  fayre  and  fetifly  \ 
His  refons  fpake  he  ful  folempnely, 
Souning  alway  the  encrefe  of  his  winning  i 
He  wold  the  fee  were  kept  *  for  any  thing 
Betwizen  Middelburgh  and  Orewell. 
Wel  cond  he  in  efchanges  iheldes  lelle. 
This  worthy  min  ful  wel  his  wit  bcfettes 
Ther  rvifte  no  wieht  that  he  was  in  dette, 
So  iledeflillly  didde  he  his  eovemance 
With  his  bargeines  and  wiUi  his  chevilance* 
Forfothe  be  was  a  worthy  man  withalle, 
dut  foth  to  fayn  I  n*ot  how  men  him  caliOk 

A  deri  ther  was  of  Oxenford  alfo,  I 

That  unto  logike  hadde  long  vgo.  * 

As  lene  w^s  his  hors  as  is  a  rake. 
And  he  was  not  right  fat  I  undertake. 
But ioked  holwe,  and  therto  foberly. 
Ful  thredbare  was  his  oveteft  courtepy. 
For  he  faStdde  geten  him  yet  no  benefice, 
Ne  was  nought  worldly  to  have  an  office ; 
For  him  was  lever  ban  at  his  beddes  hed         I 
Twenty  bokes  clothed  in  blake  or  red  ■    , 

Of  ArHlotle  and  his  philofophie 
Then  robes  riche,  or  fidel  or  fautrie: 
But  all  bfe  that  he  was  a  philofophre 
Yet  iiadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre, 
But  all  that  he  might  of  his  frendes  hente 
On  bokes  and  on  leming  he  it  fpente. 
And  befily  gan  for  the  loules  praie 
Of  hem  that  yave  him  wherwith  to  fcobue. 
Of  ftudie  toke  be  mofte  cure  and  hede ; 
Not  a  word  fpake  he  more  than  was  nede. 
And  that  was  faid  in  forme  and  reverence. 
And  Ihort  and  quike,  and  ful  of  high  fentence  \ 
Sonding  th  moral  vertue  was  his  ipeche. 
And  ghuiiy  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  teche. 

A  Sergtatd  of  the  Lawt  ware  and  wife,  f 

That  often  hadde  yben  at  the  paniis,  ^ 

Ther  vras  alfo,  ful  riche  of  excellence ; 
Difcrete  he  was,  and  of  grete  reverence; 
He  femed  fwiche,  his  words  were  fo  wife  : 
Tuftice  he  was  ful  often  in  affife 
By  patent  and  by  pleide  commiffionn  t 
For  his  fcience  and  for  his  hi^  rcnoun 

♦  ;.  e.  goarded.  The  old  fljbftdv  oTtoimsiK  oupowufcte 
waigWenio  the  king  **pttrU  fiiu%ardc  et  cu*Qdl«dc| 
*«&,••  UEdw.  IT.  C.S. 
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Of  fees  and  rohts  ha<!  ht  i^any  on  : 

So  grcte  a  pourcliafour  was  no  wher  noh  : 

All  was  fee  llmple  to  him  in  cfFcA, 

His  pourchafmg  might  not  ben  in  fufpeift  : 

No  wher  to  bcfy  a  man  as  he  thcr  n*a8, 

j  And  yct^c  fcmcd  bcficr  than  he  was. 

)  In  termes  hadde  he  cas  and  domes  alle 
That  fro  the  time  of  King  Will,  wcrcn  fallc ; 
Therto  he  coadq  enditc  and  make  a  thin^ ; 
Ther  coudc  no  wight  pinchc  at  his  writing  ; 
And  every  ftatntc  coude  he  plaine  by  ro^ 

I  He  rode  but  homely  in  a  medlec  cote 
Girt  with  a  feint  of  (ilk  with  barrcs  fmaltf* 
Of  li>*  :xrT^y  tell  1  no  Icti^cf  t^lr'.  '"     • 

i        A  fj-snifiein  wdt  in  til  is  cojnpiignie; 

/    W  t  J  it  c  w  :i9  hii  bcrd  a5  is  the  d  »iy  cfie  : 
Of  Ms  cfimplciioti  he  was  faijgum ; 
Wcl  loTcd  he  by  the  morwc  a  fbp  in  win  : 
To  iivL-n  ill  dtlit  was  ever  his  woae^ 
I  Tor  he  wii  Epicure^  owcn  fonc, 
'  TKat  MdopLniim  thjt  plem  dcHc 
W:ii  Tcrally  fdidie  pitrfitc. 
And  hou Iholddr,  and  tkiC  a  grcte  was  he ; 
fit'int  Juji.m  he  wm  in  hU  contfce. 
Hia  brcikf  hk  ale,  was  alway  after  on ; 
A  bttttrr  <;nv]fnt:d  man  wls  no  wher  non, 
"Wirhauuca  bake  mctc  ncv^r  was  his  hous 
Of  fifli*  and  ilc^h,  and  that  fo  plenteous 
It  fiirwcd  in  hU  houfc  of  mctf  and  drinkc 
Of  allc  dcmt -c*  tliat  men  cr>ud  of  thiuke. 
After  the  fc^Eidry  fcfons  of  th^  yerc 
So  chfliigeLt  he  hh  mctc  and  his  foupcrc, 
Ful  many  a  fatpatrich  hadde  he  in  mewc, 
And  many  a'breme,  and  many  a  luce  in  ftewe. 
Wo  was  hisxokj  but  if  his  faace  were 
Poinant  and  fliarpe,  and  redy  alibis  gcrc. 
His  tabic  dormant  in  his  halle  alway 
Stode  rcdj  qovcrcd  allc  the  longc  day. 

At  feffions  there  was  he  lord  and  iire ; 
Full  often  time  he  was  kniglit  of  the  (hire. 
An  anelace  and  a  gipciere  all  of  dlk 
Hcng  at  h's  girdcl  white  as  morwe  milk. 
A  fhercvc  haddc  he  ben  and  a  countour ; 
Was  no  wher  fwichc  a  worthy  vavafour  *. 

.         An  HmiKniiiJhir^  and  a  CarpcnUr^ 

I    A  ff VA//-,  a  DtyfT,  and  a  Tafi/er, 

'    Were  allc  ycktbcd  in  o  livcre 
Of  a  folempne  and  grcte  fratemite. 
Ful  frefhe  and^  ncwe  hir  gere  ypiked  was ; 
I^Iir  knives  were  ycliaped  not  with  bras. 
But  a^  with  diver  wrought  ful  clene  and  wcl, 
H:r  g'.rdcles  aad  hir  pouches  every  del : 
Wei  feijicd  cchc  of  Kem  a  fayre  burgcis 
To  fitt  jn  in  s^  gild  halle  on  the  dcis : 
Evericli  for  the  wifdom  that  he  can 
Was  fliaj)clich  for  to  ben  an  alderman. 
For  ca':el  hadden  they  ynough  and  rent. 
And  ekf  hir  wives  wolde  it  wcl  affcnt ; 
And  elles  certainly  they  were  to  blame  : 
It  is  ful  fayre.to  ben  ydeped  Madame^ 


-  "•  THe-prccMl  laiport  of  thU  wqrti  !•  often  »s  ohfcnrp  as 
SuQCteia«b  9cf  j}uCanif\n^.  In  tlUs  place  !t  (hoold^r. 
bapt  be  undcrftood  (o  mcaa  ttit  whOlC  Uais  o(  middliqg 
ian4lioUer«, 


And  for  to  gon  to  vigiles  all  befofe, 

And  have  a  mantel  reallich  yboi  e.  '    , 

A  OJtf  they  hadden  with  hem  for  the  n0nc^  t 
To  boile  the  chikenes  and  the  marie  bones,         ' 

;  And  poudre  marchant,  tart  and  galingale. 
Wcl  coude'  he  knowe  a  draught  of  London  afc. 
He  coude  rofte,  and  fethe,  and  broile,  and  frie, 
Maken  mortrewcs,  and  wel  bake  a  pie ; 
But  gret  harm  was  it,  as  it  thoughte  mc, 
That  on  his  (hinne  a  morhial  hadde  he. 

'  For  blanc  manger  that  made  he  with  the  bcfl. 
A  Sbipman  was  thcr  wotted  fer  by  weft ;       I 

\  For  ought  1  wotc  he  was  of  Dertemouth : 
He  rodd  upon  a  rouncie,  as  he  coUthe, 
All  in  a  gounc  of  falding  to  the  knee. 

\  A  dagger  hanging  by  a  las  hadde  bee 
About  his  bekke  under  his  arm  adoun ; 
The  bote  fommer  hadde  made  his  htf we  all  broun  : 
And  certainly  he  was  a  good  felaw ; 
Ful  many  a  di'aught  of  wih  he  hadde  draw        ,    \ 
From  Burdcux  ward  while  that  the  chapmen  flcp«  i 
Of  nice  confcience  tokc  he'  no  kcpe. 
If  that  he  faught  and  hadde  the  higher  hand. 
By  water  he  fent  hem  home  to  every  land. 
But  of  his  crjtft  to  rckcn  weT  his  tides. 
His  ftremes  and  his  ftrandes  him  befideSj 
His  herberwe,  his  hione,  and  his^lodcmanage, 
Ther  was  non  fwichc  from  Hull  unto  Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wife,  I  undertake  ; 
With  many  a  tempefl  hadde  his  herd  be  Ihake  ; 
He  knew  wel  al!e  the  havens  as  they  were 
Fro  Gotland  to  the  Cape  de  Finiftere, 
And  every  crekc  in  Brctagnc  and  in  Spaine  : 
His  barge  yclepcd  was  the  Magdelaine. 

With  us  ther  was  a  Doaour  of  Phi/He j    | 
In  all  this  world  ne  was  thcr  non  him  liic  ' 
To  fpeke  of  phifike  and  of  furgcrie, 
For  he  was  grounded  in  aflroncmic. 
He  kept  his  patient  a  fid  gret  del 
In  houres  by  his  magike  naturel : 
Wcl  coude  he  fortunen  the  afccndcnt 
Of  his  images  for  his  patient. 

He  knew  the  caufe  cf  every  maladic. 
Were  it  of  cold,  or  bote,  or  moifE,  or  dric, 
And  wher  cngendrcd,  and  of  what  humour  i 
He  was  a  veray  parfite  prauftifour. 
The  caufe  yknowe,  and  of  his  harm  the  rote^ 
Anon  he  gave  to  the  like  man  his  bote, 
Ful  redy  hadde  he  his  apothecaries 
To  fend  him  draggcs  and  his  lettuariea, 
For  eche  of  hem  made  other  for  to  winne  : 
Hir  frendfhip  n'as  not  ncwe  to  bcginne. 
Wcl  knew  he  the  old  Efculapius, 
And  Diofcorides  and  eke  Rufus, 
Old  Hippocras,  Hah,  and  GalUen, 
Scrapion,  Hails,  and  Avicen, 
Averrois,  D:miafceue,  and  Conftantin, 
Bernard,  and  Gatifdcn,and  Gllbertin. 
Of  his  diete  mefurable  was  he  ;  r 

For  it  was  of  no  fupcrfiuitee. 
But  of  gret  nourilhing  and  digeflible  : 
His  ftudie  was  tut  litcl  en  the  Bible.         ] 
Ih  Hingnhi  and  in  perfe  he  clad  was  alia 
l4intd  wu!U  uSaU  and  wi^i  feadalle. 
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And  yet  he  was  but  efy  of  <iiiQf>eiice ;  • 

He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  the  peiUlence; 
For  gold  in  phi£ke  is  a  cordial^ 
/  thcrbirc  he  loved  gald  in  fpecial. 
I      Agood  li^watther^beiide270AS#, 
/  Bnt  £e  was  fom  del  defe,  and  that  was  fcathe. 
Of  cloth  making  (he  hadde  fwiche  an  haunt» 
Sfcc  pafled  hem  of  Iprcs  and  of  Gaunt. 
In  aU  the  parilh  wif  ne  was  ther  non 
^Thac  to  the  ofiring  before  hire  ihulde  gon^ 
And  if  ther  did,  certain  fo  wroth  was  £e, 
That  ihe  was  ont  of  alle  charitee. 
Hire  coverchie^  weren  ful  fine  of  ground  ; 
I  dorfte  fwere  they  weyeden  a  pound 
That  on  the  Soaday  were  upon  hire  hede  : 
Hire  hofen  weren  of  fine  fcariet  rede, 
Fttl  ftreite  yteyed,  and  ihoon  ful  moifl  and  newe ; 
I  Bold  was  hare  hct,  and  fiyre  and  rede  of  hew. 
She  was  a  worthy  woman  all  hire  live ; 
Houfbondes  at  the  chirche  dore  had  (he  had  five, 
Withouten  other  compagnie  in  yoothe, 
B«c  therof  nedeth  not  to  fpeke  as  nouthe ; 
And  thrics  hadde  (he  ben  at  Jerufaleme  $ 
She  hadde  pafled  many  a  ftrange  ftrelne : 
At  Rome  (he  hadde  ben,  and  at  Boloine, 
hi  Galice  at  Seint  James,  and  at  Coloine ; 
She  conde  moche  of  wandring  by  the  way ; 
Gat-tothed  was  ihe,  (bthly  for  to  (ay ; 
UpoD  an  ambler  efily  (he  (at, 
Twimpkd  wel,  and  on  hire  hede  an  hat 
As  brode  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  tarse, 
I  A  (bee  mantel  about  hire  hippesTain^e, 
'  And  on  hire  fete  a  pair  of  (porres  marpe. 
In  lielawfhip  wel  coude  ihe  laughe  and  carpe; 
Of  remedies  of  love  (he  knew  parchance. 
For  of  that  arte  (he  coude  the  olde  dance, 
A  good  man  ther  was  of  reUgioun 
I  That  was  a  pcure  Patfom  of  a  toun, 
'  Bnt  riche  he  was  of  holy  thought  and  werk ; 

He  was  aUb  a  leroed  man,  a  Clerk, 
I  That  CriBes  goTpel  trewely  wolde  preche; 
His  porifhens  devoutly  wolde  he  teche ; 
Bemgne  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent, 
And  in  adverfite  fill  patient. 
And  fwiche  he  was.ypreved  often  fithes; 
I  Ffil  loth  were  him  to  curfen  for  his  tithes, 
I  But  rather  wolde  he  yeven  out  of  doute 
Unto  his  poure  pariibens  aboute 
Of  his  ofiriog,  and  eke  of  his  fubftance ; 
He  coude  in  litel  thing  have  fufiifance  : 
Wide,  was  his  pari(h,  and  houfes  fcr  afondcr. 
But  he  DC  left  nought  for  co  rain  ne  thondcr. 
In  fikeseirc  and  in  mifchicf  to  vifite 
The  ferrell  in  his  porifh  moche  and  lite 
Upon  his  fete,  and  in  his  h;.ind  a  flaf : 
Tlus  noble  en£:4nple  to  his  (hepe  he  yaf. 
That  fird  he  wrought  and  afterward  he  taught. 
Out  of  the  gofpel  he^e  wordcs  caught. 
And  this  figure  he  added  yet  thereto 
That  if  gold  miU,  what  (huld  irco  do 
I  For  if  a  preeil  be  foule  on  whom  wc  truft 
'  No  wonder  is  a  Icwcd  nian  to  ruft ; 
Aadfiume  it  is  if  that  a  preeft  take  kcpe 
I  To  let  a  ihlttcn  (hcphcrd  and  clcne  (hcpc  : 


Wel  ought  a  preeft  cnf^mple  fqr  to  yeve 
By  hisdenenefie  how  his  ihepe  ihulde  live. 

He  fette  not  his  benefice  to  hire,         ,  \ 

And  lette  his  (hepe  accombred  in  the  mire. 
And  ran  unto  London  unto  Seint  Poulcs 
To  feken  him  a  chanterie  for  foules. 
Or  with  a  brotherhede  to  be  withold, 
Bnt  dwelt  at  home  and  kepte  wel  his  fold. 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  not  mifcaric  : 
He  was  a  (hepherd  and  no  mercenarie ; 
And  though  he  holy  were  and  vertuous  - ) 

He  was  to  finful  men  not  difpitous, 
Ne  of  his  ijpeche  dangerous  ne  digne. 
But  in  his  techin^  diTcrete  and  benigne. 
To  drawen  folk  to  heven  with  fairenefie  \ 
By  good  enfample,  was  his  befinefle ; 
But  it  were  any  perfone  obfiinat,  I 

What  (a  he  were  of  highe  or  low  efiat,  | 

Him  wolde  he  (nibben  (harply  for  the  nones : 
A  better  preeft  I  trowe  that  no  wher  non  is. 
He  waited  after  no  pompe  ne  reverence, 
Ne  maked  him  no  fpiced  confcience 
But  Crimes  lore,  and  his  apoftles  twelve 
He  Uught,  but  firft  he  folwed  it  himielve. 

With  him  ther  was  a  PUvman,  was  his  brother,  I 
That  hadde  ylaid  of  dong  ful  many  a  fother ;         * 
A  true  fwinker  and  a  good  was  he. 
Living  in  pees  and  parfite  charitee  : 
God  loved  he  befte  with  alle  his  herte  / 

At  alle  times,  were  it  gain  or  (merte,  ' 

And  than  his  neighebour  right  as  himfclve. 
He  wolde  threfii,  and  therto  dike  and  delve. 
For  Crides  fake,  for  every  poure  wight 
Withouten  hire,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 

His  tithf s  paicd  he  ful  fay^e  and  wd  t 

Both  of  his  propre  fwinke  and  his  cateL  ' 

In  a  tabard  he  rode  upon  a  mere. 

Ther  was  alfo  a  Reve,  and  a  Millere, 
A  Sompnour,  and  a  Pardoner  alfo, 
A  Manciple,  and  myfelf ;  ther  n*ere  no  mo. 

The  Miller  was  a  ftout  carl  for  the  nones,    I 
Ful  bigge  he  was  of  braan  and  eke  of  bones,   < 
That  proved  wel,  for  over  all  ther  he  came. 
At  wrafiling  he  wolde  here  away  the  ranu 
He  was  (hort  (huldered,  brode,  a  thikke  gnarre, 
Ther  n*as  no  dore  that  he  n*olde  heve  of  barre 
Or  breke  it  at  a  renning  witli  his  hede ; 
His  herd  as  any  fowe  or  fox  was  rede, 
^nd  therto  brode  as  tliough  it  were  a  fpade. 
Upon  the  cop  right  of  his  nofe  he  hade  | 

A  wert,  and  ther<yi  (lode  a  tufte  of  heres  ' 

Rede  as  the  bridles  of  a  fowes  ercs : 
His  nofe-thiirles  blacke  were  and  wide  : 
A  fwerd  and  bokeler  bare  he  by  his  fide : 
His  mouth  as  wide  was  as  a  fbrncis : 
He  was  a  jangler  and  a  Goliardeis, 
And  that  was  moil  c  f  finne  and  harlotries  : 
Wel  coodc  he  ftelcn  come  and  tollcn  thries ; 
And  yet  he  had  a  thomb  of  gold  parde, 
A  white  cote  and  a  blew  hode  wcred  he  : 
A  bag-gepipe  wel  coude  he  blot^c  and  foune. 
And  therw  ithall  he  brought  us  cut  of  toune* 

A  gcntil  ASandple  was  ther  of  a  temple,      I 
Of  which  achatoursmighten  take  cnfcmple 
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For  to  ben  wife  in  bying  of  Titaille, 
For  whether  that  he  paide  or  toke  by  taille 
Algate  he  waited  fo  in  his  achate 
That  he  was  ay  before  in  good  eftate  : 
Now  is  not  that  of  God  a  Ail  fayre  grace 
That  fwiche  a  lewed  mannes  wit  ihal  pace 
Ihc  wifdom  of  an  hepe  of  lered  men  } 

Of  ttiaifters  had  he  mo  than  thries  ten 
That  w^re  of  lawe  expert  and  curious. 
Of  which  ther  was  a  dofein  in  that  hout 
Worthy  to  ben  ftewardes  of  rent  and  lond 
Of  any^lord  that  is  in  Englelond, 
To  maJcen  him  live  by  his  propre  good 
In  honour  detteles,  but  if  he  were  wood. 
Or  live-as  fcarily  as  him  lift  defire, 
i^nd  able  for  to  helpen  all  a  ihire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  fallen  or  happe  ^ 
And  yet  this  Mancinle  fette  hir  alter  cappe. 

Hie  Jinft  was  a  flendre  colerike  man, 
His  herd  was  (have  as  neighe  as  ever  he  can : 
His  here  was  by  his  eres  round  yihome ; 
His  top  was  docked  like  a  preeft  befome : 
I'ul  longe  were  his  legges  and  ful  lene, 
Ylike  a  ftaff ;  ther  was  no  calf  yfene : 
'  'IVel  conde  he  kepe  a' gamer  and  a  binne; 
Ther  was  non  auditout  coude  on  him  winne: 
Wei  wifte  he  by  the  drought  and  by  the  rain 
The  yelding  of  his  feed  and  of  his  gnm. 
His  k>rdes  fhepe,  his  nete,  and  his  deirie, 
iHis  fwine,  his  hors,  his  ftore,  and  Eis  pukrie. 
Were  holly  in  his  Reves  governing,  ' 

And  by  his  covenant  yave  he  rekening. 
Sin  that  his  lor<i  was  twenty  yere  of  age ; 
Ther  coude  no  man  bring  Imn  in  arerage. 
Ther  n'asbaiUiff,  no  herde,ne  other  hine. 
That  he  nt  knew  his  lleight  and  his  covine ; 
They  were  adradde  of'lum  as  of  the  deth.' 
His  wonning  was  ful  fayre  upon  an  heth ; 
With  ^ene  trees  yihadewed  was  his  pUce  | 
He  conde  better  than  his  lord  pourchace :  ' 
)  Ful  richc  he  was  yftored  privily : 
His  lord  wel  coude  he  plefen  fubtilly 
To  yeve  and  lene  him  of  his  owen  good, 
And  have  a  thank  and  yet  a  cote  and  hobd. 
In  youthe  he  lemed  fiadde  a  good  miilere  \ 
He  was  a  wel  good  wright,  a  carpeiitere. 
This  Revefa^e  upon  a  right  good  ftot 
That  was  all  pomelce  grey,  and  highte  Scot ; 
A  lon^  furcote  df  perfe  upon  he  hade,  ' 

And  by  his  fide  he  bsire  a  rufty  blade. 
Of  Norfolk  was  this  ReVe  of  which  I  tell, 
Befide  a  toun  men  depen  BaldeiWelL 
1  ucked  he  was,  as  is  a  frere  aboute. 
And  ever  he  rode  the  hindcrcft  of  the  route. 
j   '    A  Smmfmtur  v»ras  ther  with  us  in  that  plac^ 
I  That  hadde  ^  fire-red  chcrubinnes  &ce. 

For  faufefleme  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe  \ 
I  Ab  bote  he  was  and  likerous  as  a  fjparwe, 
*  With  tcsdM  browcs  bbkc  and  pilled  herd ; 
Of  his  vifage  children  were  fore  afcrd. 
Ther  n'as  quickfilver,  litarge,  ne  brimfioOi 
Boras,  ceruie,  ne  oile  of  tartre  non, 
Nc  oinement,  that  wolde  denfe  or  bite, 
.I'hai  him  might  helpen  of  his  whelkes  white. 


Ne  of  the  knobbes  fitting  on  his  chekes  ; 

Wel  loved  he  garlike,  onions,  and  lekes. 

And  for  to  drinke  ftrong  win  as  rede  as  blood. 

Than  wolde  he  fpeke  and  cHe  as  he  were  woods' 

And  whan  that  he  wel  dronken  had  the  wiuy 

Than  wold  he  fpeken  no  word  but  Latin :     I 

A  fewe  tcrmes  coude  he,  two  or  three. 

That  he  had  lemed  out  of  fom  decree ; 

No  wonder  is,  he  heard  it  all  the  day : 

And  eke  ye  knowen  wel  how  that  a  jay 

Can  depen  watte  as  wel  as  can  the  pope : 

But  who  fo  wolfie  in  other  thing  him  grope 

Than  hadde  he  fpent  all  his  philofophie ; 

Ay  ^efiio  qmdjmris  f  wolde  he  crie. 

He  lAras  a  gentil  harlot  *  and  m  kind ; 
A  better  felaw  (huMe  ^  man  not  find : 
He  wolde  futfre  for  a  quart  of  wine  . 

A  good  felaw  to  have  his  concubine  I    * 

A  twelvemonth,  and  excufe  him  at  the  ibll  > 
fbl  prively  a  finch  eke  coude  he  pull ; 
And  if  he  found  o  where  a  good  felawe 
He  wolde  techen  him  to  have  non  awe 
In  fwiche  a  cas  of  the  archedekenes  curfe. 
But  if  a  mannes  foule  vrere  in  his  purfe. 
For  in  his  purfe  lie  (hnlde  ypunifiied  be  ; 
Purfe  is  the  archedekens  belle,  faid  he,       ^ 
3ut  wej  I  wote  he  lied  right  in  dede ; 
Of  curfing  ought  eche  gilty  man  him  drede. 
For  dirfe  wol  fle  right  as  aflbiling  (aveth,   " 
And  alfo  ware  him  of  ^JvniJUamt, 

In  danger  hadde  he  at  his  owen  gife       { 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diodfe,  ^ 

And  knew  hir  counfeil  and  was  of  hir  rede. 
A  geriond  hadde  he  fette  upon  his  hede 
As  gret  as  it  were  for  ^xi  aleftake ; 
A  bokelcr  hadde  he  made  him  of  a  cake. 

With  him  ther  rode  a  gentil  Pv^tmere       j 
Of  Rounccvall,  his  frend  and  his  compere,  * 
That  fiErdt  waf  comen  from  the  court  of  Rome; 
Ful  loude  he  iang,  Cdme  hither  love  to  me.     ^ 
This  Sompnour  bare  to  him  a  ftiff  burdoun, 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  fo  gret  a  foun. 
This  Pardoner  had  here  as  yelwe  as  wax. 
But  finoth  it  hengr  as  doth  a  ftrike  of  flax ; 
By  uncei  heng  his  lokkes'that  he  hadde. 
And  therwith  he  his  fliulders'c^erfpradde : 
Full  thinne  it  lay,  by  culpons  on  and  on,    ' 
But  bode  for  joUte  ne  wered  he  non; " 
For  it  was  trufled  up  in  his  wallet. 
Him  thought  he  rode  all  of  the  newe  get, 
Difiievde,  fauf  his  cappe,  he  rode  all  bare : 
Swiche  glaring  eyen  hadde  he  as  an  hare : ' 
A  vemide  hadde  he  fewed  upon  his  cappe  ; 
His  wallet  lay  befome  him  in  his  lappe 
Bret-fill  of  pardon  come  firom  Rome  al  bote  : 
A  yois  he  hadde  as  finale  as  hath  a  gote :    |  ' 
No  herd  hadde  he,  ne  never  non  fliulde  have:  V 
As  finothe  it  was  as  it  were  newe  (have :  » 

1  trowe  he  were  a  gelding  or  a  mare. 
But  of  his  crait,  fro  Bemikc  unto  Ware 


♦/Hie  name  of  harlot  was  anciently  gtven  to  i 
weUMvromcn*  ; 
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Se  was  thcrlWiclie  an  other  PBrdonere, 
For  in  hit  node  he  hadde  a  pilwebere 
'Whkh,  u  he  iaidey  wu  oure  Ladies  viel ; 
{  Heiiidehehaddeagobhctoftbefejl 
Thatte  Setnt  Peter  had  whan  that  he  went 
Upon  the  fee  tiU  TeibCrii^  him  hent : 
Hchad  ancroii  of  laton  fill  of  ftonet, 
And  in  a  gba  he  hadde  piggcs  bonea. 
JBot  with  ihefe  nelikcs  whauiae  that  he  fond 
A  ponre  perfooejdwelliii^  Dp  on  lood« 
Vyotk  a  daf  he  gat  him  more  moneie 
liian  that  the  perfooe  gat  in  aaonetliet  twcie^ 
And  thus  with  fained  flattering  and  japes 
He  made  the  peribne  and  thepqple  his  apes. 

Bat  trewely  to  tellen  atte  la!ft. 
He  was  in  chircbe  a  noble  ecdefiail : 
I  Wcl  coode  he  rede  a  leflbn  ora  ftorit, 
9ot  aldeiheft  he  iang  ao  offcrtorie ; 
For  wcl  be  wifte  whan  that  fong  was  (bnge 
He  mufif  preache  and  wel  afik  his  ton  e 
To  winne  fihrer^  as  he  right  wel  coude^ 
Therlbre  he  lax^f  the  merier  and  loude. 

Now  ha^  1  told  yon  (hortly  in  a  clauiis 
Th*  eftat,  th'  araie,  the  nombre,  and  dee  the  caitfe^ 
Why  that  aflembled  was  this  coippagnie 
Id  Southwerk  at  this  gentil  hoftelrie 
That  highu  The  Tabard,  faft  by  the  Belle. 
But  now  is  time  to  you  for  to  telle 
How  that  we  banen  us  that  iike  night 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hofttlrie  alight ; 
And  after  wol  I  tell  of  our  Tiage, 
And  all  the  remcnant  of  our  pilgrimage. 

But  firfte  I  pcaie  you  of  your  curteiie 
That  ye  ne  arette  it  not  my  vilanie. 
Though  that  I  plainly  fpeke  in  this  matere. 
To  tellen  you  Mr  wprdcs  and  hir  chere, 
Ne  though  I  fpeke  hir  words  proprely  ( 
For  this  ye  knowen  al  to  wel  as  I, 
I  Who  U>  fhaU  telle  a  Tale  after  a  man 
'  He  molle  reherie  as  neighe  as  ever  he  can 
Everich  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
An  fpeke  he  never  fo  rudely  and  fo  large. 
Or  elles  he  tnoUtt  teUen  his  Tale  ui^rewe, 
Or  fcinen  thinges,or  finden  wordes  newe : 
He  may  not  fpare  ahhongh  he  were  his  brother ; 
He  mofte  as  wel  fayn  o  word  as  an  other. 
Crift  fjpake  himtfelf  ful  brode  in  holy  writ. 
And  wel  ye  wote  no  vilanie  is  it : 
Eke  Plato  layeth,  who  fp  can  him  rede. 
The  wordes  moft  ben  cofin  to  the  dede. 

Alio  I  praic  you  to  forgire  it  me 
Ail  have  I  not  fette  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here  in  this  Tale  as  that  they  (haUlen  ftonde : 
Afy  wit  is  ihort  ye  may  well  imderftonde. 
I      Gret  chere  made  opr  Hofte  us  everich  on. 
And  to  the  fouper  iette  he  us  anon. 
And  icTved  us  with  Tiuille  of  the  befie ; 
Strong  was  the  win,  and  wel  to  drink  us  le^e. 
I  A  Icniely  man  our  Hoile  was  with  alle 
For  to  ban  ben  a  marihal  in  an  halle ; 
A  large  man  he  was,  with  eycn  ftcpe ; 
A  fiairer  bnrgcis  is  ther  none  in  Chcpc  : 
Bold  of  hisfpeche,  and  wife,  and  wel  y taught. 
And  of  manhood  elakcd  right  him  naught : 


Eke  therto  was  he  right  a  mevy  nian. 

And  after  foi;^per  plaien  he  began. 

And  fpake  of  mirthe  amonges  other  thinges 

Whan  -that  we  hadden  made  our  rekeningesy 

And  faide. thus;  Now  Lordinges,trew.ely 

Ye  ben  to  mc  welcome  right  hcrtily^ 

For  by  my  trouthe,  if  that  1  fhal  not  lie, 

1  faw  nat  this  yere  fwiche  a  compagnie 

At  ones  in  this  herberwe  as  is  now ; 

Fayn  wolde  1  do  yon  mirthe  and  I  wiile  bow  ; 

And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bethought  4 

To  don  you  efe,  and  it  £aU  cofte  you  nought. 

Ye  gon  to  Canterbury ;  Ood  you  fp^ dc. 

The  blifsful  martyr  ^^e  you  your  medc^ 

And  wel  1  wot  as  ye  gon  by  the  way 

Ye  (hapen  you  to  talken  and  to  play  ; 

For  trewely  comfiort  ne  mirthe  is  non ' 

To  rideo  by  the  way  dombe  as  the  don ;       \ 

And  therfore  wold  1  maken  you  difport. 

As  I  jOiid  erfty  and  do;i  you  fome  comfort. 

And  if  you  liketh  aUe  by  on  aifent 

Now  for  to  fionden  at  my  jugement. 

And  for  to  werchen  as  I  flial  you  fay 

To-morwe,  whan  ye  riden  on  the  way. 

Now  by  my  faders  Ibule  that  is  ded 

But  ye  be  mery,  fmiteth  of  my  bed : 

Hold  up  your  bondes  withonten  more  fpeche. 

Our  counfcil  was  not  long  for  to  feche ; 
Us  thought  it  was  not  worUi  to  make  it  wife^ 
And  granted  him  withoutcn  more  avife. 
And  bad  him  fay  his  Terdit  as  him  lefte^ 

JLordinges,(^[Uodhe)  now  hcrkcneth  for  the  befte; 
But  take  it  nat,  I  pray  you,  in  diAiain  : 
This  is  the  point,  to  fpeke  it  plat  and  plain. 
That  eche  of  ywx  to  fhorten  with  youije  way 
In  this  Fiage  (hal  tellen  Tales  tway^^ 
To  Canterbury  ward  I  mene  it  fo« 
And  homeward  he  fhall  tellen  other  two. 
Of  aventures  that  whilom  ban  befalle. 
And  which  of  you  that  bereth  him  beft  of  alle, 
That  is  to  fayn,  that  te|leth  in  this  cas 
Tales  of  beft  fentence  and  moft  folas. 
Shall  have  a  fouper  at  youre  aller  coft 
Here  in  this  place  fitting  by  this  poft. 
Whan  that  ye  comen  agen  from  Canterbury. 
And  for  to  maken  you  the  more  mery 
I  wol  my  felvcn  gladly  with  you  ride,        j 
Right  at  min  owen  coft,  and  be  your  gide,  * 
And  who  that  wol  my  jugempnt  withfay 
Shal  pay  for  alle  we  fpcnden  by  tha  way. 
And  if  ye  vou^heiauf  that  it  be  fo, 
Telle  me  anon  withouten  wordes  mo, 
And  I  wol  erly  ftiapen  me  therfore. 

This  thing  was  granted,  and  our  othes  fwore 
With  ful  gls^  hcrte,  and  praiden  him  alfo 
That  he  wold  vpuchefauf  for  to  don  fo. 
And  that  he  wolde  ben  our  governour. 
And  of  our  Talcs  jugc  and  rcportour, 
And  fette  a  fouper  at  a  certain  pris. 
And  we  wol  reuled  ben  at  his  devife 
In  highe  and  lowe*  :  and  thus  by  on  alTent 
We  ben  accorded  to  his  jugcment ;  . 

•  At,  or,  Df  alto  et  bojb*  barb  Lst.  Haut  et  bas^  FT,  were 
expreffion»oi  entire  fubxni^o  on  onelkle,snU  liiverdsnty 
Ob  the  ^ther. 

A  liii 
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And  thernpotillie  win  wis  liette  sn<)n ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  iiefte  wenten  eche  cm 
Withouten  any  Icnger  tarying. 

A  rnqrwe  whan  the  day  began  to  fpring 
Up  rofe  our  Hofte,  and  was  our  aUer  cok, 
And  gaderd  os  togeder  in  a  flok. 
And  forth  we  riden  a  Btel  more  than  pas 
Unto  the  watering  of  Seint  Thomas, 
And  ther  our  HoKe  began  his  hors  arefl, 
Atid  laid,  Lordes,  herkeneth  if  you  left  : 
Ye  wetc  your  forword,  and  I  it  record  x 
If  even  fong  and  morwe  fong  accord. 
Let  fe  now  wh6  fhal  telle  the  firft  Tale  x 
As  ever  mote  1  drinken  win  or  ale 
Who  fo  is  rebel  to  my  jugemcnt 
Shal  pay  for  allc  tha^  by  Ae  way  is  fyent. 
Now  draweth  cutte  or  that  ye  fbrther  twimie ; 
He  which  that  hat!)  the  (horteft  flial  beginne. 

Sire  Knight, (({uod  he)  my  maifter  and  my  lord^ 
Mow  draweth  cutte,  for  that  is  nan  accord. 


Cometh  sere  (quod  be)  my  Utdy  Pridrcffe 
And  ye  fire  Clok;  let  be  yMir  (hamefafhif<Cii» 
Ne  fiudieth  nought :  lay  hand €otfvef|y  man. 

Anon  to  drawnr<«yery  w%kt  bc{^y 
And  ihortiy  for  teUen  as  it  was. 
Were  it  by  aventurc,  or  fortf  or  cas. 
The  fothe  is  this,iihe  cuttc  foil  on  ^  Kn^Biit» 
Of  which  fill  blitb  and  gfanl  was  erery  w%lit; 
And  ^  he  muft  lus  Tak  as  was  rcifoti. 
By  forword  and  by  compoGtion, 
As  ye  ban  herd ;  what  nedeth  wordes  mo  ? 
And  whaa  this  good  nan  fow  that  h  w«sf«v 
As  he  that  wife  was  and  obedient 
To  kepe  his  forward  by  hisfoeeaflenty 
He  faide ;  Sithen  1  fhal  begin  this  faaie} 
What,  welcome  be  the  cutte  a  O^&m  name. 
Now  let  us  ride,  and  heaikenetfa  what  I  lay. 

And  with  that  word  we  ridcnfoith  our  way  | 
And  he  began  witii  a  right  mery  diere 
His  Talc  anoD,  andfiddc  as  yc  ikal  faere^ 
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Wbilom,  aft  oWc  Itorieft  tcHen  tw, 

Tho-  was  a  dok  that  highte  Thefetis ; 

Of  Atbcnes  he  was  lord  and  govemoar, 

And  in  His  time  fwiche  a  conqueroor. 

That  grctcr  was  ther  non  under  the  fonnc ; 

Fal  many  a  riche  contree  had  he  wohnc. 

What  with  his  wifdom  and  his  chevalrie 

He  conquerd  all  the  rcgnc  of  Feminie, 

That  whflom  Was  yclcped  Scythia, 

And  wedded  the  (tezfhc  qoene  Tpolita, 

And  brooffht  hire  home  with  him  to  hi5  contrefc 

With  mochel  glorie  and  great  folempnitee, 

And  eke  hire  yonee  fufter  Emelie. 

And  dms  with  Tictorie  and  with  melodic 

Let  I'this  worthy  dnk  to  Athenes  ride. 

And  all  hit  hoft  in  armes  him  befide. 

And  certes,  if  it  n*ere  to  long  to  here,     . 
I  wolde  hare  told  you  fully  the  manere 
HowVonnen  was  the  regnc  of  Feminie 
By  ThefiQis  and  by  his  chevalrie. 
And  of  like  grete  bataille  for  the  nonet 
Betwix  Athenes  and  the  Amafoncs, 
And  how  afleged  was  Ipolita, 
The  faire  hardy  qucne  of  Scythia, 
And  of  the  fefte  mat  was  at  hire  wedding, 
And  of  the  temple  at  hire  home  coming ; 
Bot  all  this  thing  I  mofte  as  now  forbere  : 
1  have,  God  wot,  a  large  feld  to  ere. 
And  wehe  ben  the  oxen  in  my  plow : 
The  remenent  of  my  Tale  is  long  ynow. 
I  wilnot  letten  eke  non  of  this  route ; 
Let  erery  felaw  telle  his  Tale  aboute. 
And  let  h  now  who  (hal  the  fouper  winne. 
Th.-  r  as  J  left  I  will  agen  beginne. 

This  duk,  of  whom  1  made  mentioun. 
Whan  he  was  ccmen  almoft  to  the  toun, 
Iir  all  his  wele  and  in  his  mofte  pride. 
He  was  ware,  as  he  caft  his  eye  afide, 
Wher  that  ther  kneled  in  thenighe  wey 
A  coemgnie  of  ladies  twey  and  twey, 
£che  aner  other,  dad  in  clothes  blake ; 
But  fwiche  a  crie  and  fwiche  a  wo  they  make. 
That  in  this  world  n*is  creature  living 
That  ever  herd  fwiche  another  waimenting ; 
And  of  this  crie  ne  wolde  they  never  ftcntcn 
Tin  tbey  the  rcines  of  hisbrldci  hcnten. 

What  folk  be  ye  that  at  min  hdmc  coming 
IVrcutben  Ui  my  fefte  with  crying  ? 
QuodThcicas;  have  ye  fo  grete  envk 
Of  min  hcnoor,  that  thus  complaine  and  crie  ? 
Or  who  hath  you  mifix>den  or  ofieuded  ? 
p9  telle  me^  if  th^t  it  ^ay  be  axn^a^ic J, 


And  why  y6be  thus  d«lhed  all  in  Hake  f 

The  oldeft  Udy  of  hem  aU  thAn  fpake. 
Whan  flfehad  fwouned  with  a  dedly  chere^ 
That  it  was  reuthe  fpr  to  fccn  and  here. 
Sbefaydt,  Lord,  to  whom  fortune  hath  ycTflD 
Vidorie,  anNl  as  a  conqueror  to  liven. 
Nought  grcvcth  us  yvur  glorie  and  your  honour^ 
But  we  befeke  you  of  mercie  and  focotir : 
Have  mcrde  on  our  woe  and  our  diftrefle  : 
Some-drope  of  pitee  thttrgh  thy  gentilleire 
Upon  us  wretched  wimmen  let  now  falle ; 
For  bertcs.  Lord,  ther  n'b  non  of  us  alle 
That  flie  n'hath  ben  a  duchefle  or  a  queue ; 
Now  be  we  eaitives,  as  it  is  wel  fene  : 
Thanked  be  Fortune  and  hire  faUc  whele 
That  non  tftat  enfure  th  to  be  wele. 
And  certcs.  Lord,  to  abiden  your  prcfcncc. 
Here  in  this  temple  of  the  goddcfre  Clemence, 
We  ban  ben  waiting  all  this  fourtcnight  -: 
Now  helpe  us.  Lord,  fin  it  licth  in  thy  might. 

I  wrettfhed  wight,  that  wepe  and  waile  thusj 
Was  whilom  wif  to  King  C&paneus 
That  ftarfe  at  Thebes,  curfed  be  that  day  ; 
And  alle  we  that  ben  in  this  aray. 
And  maken  all  this  lamentation, 
We  loftcn  all  our  hulbondes  at  that  toun. 
While  that  the  ficgc  theraboutcn  lay : 
And  yet  now  the  oWe  Creon,  wala  wa ! 
That  l*rd  h  now  of  Thebes  the  cttee,  » 

Fulfilled  of  ire  and  of  iniquittec, 
He  for  defpit,  and  for  his  tyrannic,         * 
To  don  the  ded  bodies  a  vUanie, 
Of  alle  our  lordes,  which  that  ben  yUawe, 
Hath  alle  the  bodies  on  an  hepc  ydrawe. 
And  will  not  fuffrcn  hem  by  non  aifcnt 
Ncyther  to  ben  ybcried  ne  ybrcnt. 
But  maketh  houndes  ete  hem  in  defpite. 

And  with  that  word,  withoutcn  more  refpitc. 
They  fallen  groff,  and  crien  pitoufly. 
Have  on  us  wretched  wimmen  fom  mercy. 
And  let  our  fcrwe  finken  in  thin  herte. 

This  gcntil  duk  doun  from  his  courfer  ftertc 
With  herte  piteous  whan  he  herd  hem  fpeke ; 
Him  thoughte  that  his  herte  wolde  all  to-brekc 
When  he  few  hem  fo  pitous  and  fo  mate 
That  whilom  wercn  of  fo  grct  cftate. 
And  in  bis  armes  he  hrm  all  up  hen:^. 
And  hem  comforted  in  ful  good  entente, 
And  fwore  his  oth,  as  he  was  trewe  knight, 
He  wolde  don  fo  fcrforthly  his  might 
Upon  the  tyrant  Crccn  hem  to  wrekc. 
That  all  the  pcplc  of  Grecc  fliuldc  fpekc^ 
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How  Creon  was  of  Thefeus  Tferved^ 

At  he  that  hath  his  deth  f  ul  wel  deferred. 

And  right  anon,  withouten  more  abode, 
His  banner  he  difplaidc,  and  forth  he  rode 
To  Thebes  ward,  and  all  hishoft  befide : 
No  ner  Athenes  n*olde  he  go  ne  ride, 
Ne  take  his  efc  fully  half  a  day, 
Bat  onward  on  his  way  that  night  he  lay, 
And  fent  anon  Ipolita  the  quene. 
And  Emelie  hire  younge  filler  fhene. 
Unto  the  toun  of  Athenes  for  to  dwell ; 
And  forth  he  rit ;  ther  n*is  no  more  to  telL 

The  red  ftatue  of  Mars,  with  fpete  and  targe, 
80  ihineth  in  his  white  banner  hrge. 
That  ijl  tht  feldes  gliteren  up  and  doUn ; 
And  By  his  banner  borne  is  his  penon 
Otjgoid  ful  riche,  in  which  that  ther  was  ybete 
The  Minotaure  which  that  he  flew  in  Crete. 
Thus  rit  this  duk,  thus  rit  this  concpierour. 
And  in  his  hoft  of  cheralrie  the  flouc. 
Til  that  he  came  to  Thebes,  and  alight 
Fayre  in  a  feld,  ther  as  he  thought  to  Aght. 
But  ihortly  for  to  fpeken  of  this  thing. 
With  Creon,  which  that  was  of  Thebes  king 
He  fought,  and  flew  him  manly  as  a  knight 
In  plalne  bataille,  and  put  his  folk  to  flight ; 
And  by  aflaut  he  wan  the  citee  after, 
And  rent  adoun  bothe  wall,  and  fparre,  and  rafter; 
And  to  the  ladies  he  reflored  again 
The  bodies  of  hir  houfl>ondes  that  were  flain, 
To  don  the  obfequies,  as  was  tho  the  gife. 

But  it  were  all  to  long  for  to  drrife 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  waimenting 
Whidie  that  the  ladies  made  at  the  brcnniDg 
Of  the  bodies,  and  the  gret  honour 
That  Tlicfeus,  the  noble  conquerour. 
Doth  to  the  ladies  whan  ^y  from  him  wente  ; 
But  fliortly  for  to  telle  is  min  entente. 

Whan' that  this  worthy  4uk,  this  Thefeus, 
Hath  Creon  flain  and  wonnen  Thebes  thus, 
Still  in  the  feld  he  toke  all  night  his  reile ; 
And  did  with  all  the  countree  as  him  lefte ; 
To  ranfake  in  the  tas  of  bodies  dede. 
Hem  for  to  ftripe  of  hameis  and  of  wcde. 
The  pilloursdidehir  belinefle  and  cure. 
After  the  bataille  and  diXcomfiture ; 
And  fo  befeU  that  in  the  tas  they  found, 
Thurgh  girt  with  many  a  grevous  blody  wdimi^ 
Two  yonge  knightes  ligg^g  by  and  by, 
Bothe  in  on  armes  wrought  fill  richely  % 
Of  whiche  two  Arcita  highte  that  on. 
And  he  that  other  highte  Palamon. 
Not  fully  quik  ne  fulfy  ded  they  were. 
But  by  hir  cote  armurc  and  by  hir  gere 
The  heraudes  knew  him  wel  in  fpecial. 
As  tho  that  weren  of  the  blod  real 
Of  Thebes  and  of  fufb*en  two  ybome. 
Out  of  the  tas  the  pillours  han  hem  tome, 
And  han  hem  carried  foft  unto  the  tente 
Of  Thefeus,  and  he  ful  fone  hem  fente 
To  Athenes,  for  to  dwellen  in  prifon 
^erp^tuel,  he  n'olde  no  rannfon. 
And  whan  this  worthy  duk  had  thus  ydoo, 
fie  toke  jiis  hofl;^  fLod  homf  hf  rit  anon^ 


With  Uurel  erooned  as  a  conquereur, 
And  ther  he  liveth  in  joye  and  in  honour 
Terme  of  his  lif ;  what  nedeth  wordes  mo  f 
And  in  a  tour  in  angnifli  and  in  wo 
I>wellen  this  Palamon  and  eke  Arcite 
For  evermo,  ther  may  no  gold  hem  quite. 

Thus  pafieth  yere  by  yere,  and  day  by  day» 
Till  it  fell  ones  in  a  morwe  of  May 
That  Emelie,  that  fayrer  was  to  fene 
Hian  b  the  filie  upon  his  ftalke  grene, 
And  fresiher  than  the  May  with  floures  new, 
(For  with  the  roie  colour  (brof  hire  hewe  ; 
I  n*ot  which  was  the  finer  of  hem  two) 
£r  it  was  day,  as  flie  was  wont  to  do. 
She  was  acifen,  and  all  redy  dight. 
For  May  woj  have  no  flogardie  a  night; 
The  fefon  p^iketh  every  gentil  herte. 
And  tnaketh  him  out  of  his  flepe  to  flerte. 
And  fayth,  Arife,  and  do  thin  obfervance. 

This  maketh  Emelie  han  remembrance 
To  don  honour  to  May,  and  for  to  rife  4 
Yclothed  was  flie  fresihe  for  to  devife, 
Hirw  yelwe  here  was  broided  in  a  treiTe 
Behind  hire  back,  a  yerde  long  I  gefle ; 
And  in  the  gardin  at  the  fonne  uprifl 
She  walketh  up  and  doun  wher  as  hire  lift : 
She  gathereth  floures,  partie  white  and  red. 
To  make  a  fotel  gerlond  for  hire  hed ; 
And  as  an  angel  hevenlich  flie  fong. 
The  grete  tour  that  was  fo  thikkc  and  flrong. 
Which  of  the  caftel  was  the  chef  dongeon, 
(Wher  as  thcfc  knightes  wc.cn  in  prifon. 
Of  which  I  tolde  you,  and  tellen  flial) 
Was  even  joinant  to  Uic  gardin  wall, 
Ther  as  this  Emelie  had  hire  playing.  [ing 

Bright  was  the  fonne  and  derc  that  morwen* 
And  Palamon,  this  wofiil  prifoner, 
As  was  his  wone,  by  leve  of  hu  gayler 
Was  rifen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on  high. 
In  which  he  all  the  noble  ?itee  figh. 
And  eke  the  gardin,  fill  of  branches  grene^ 
Ther  as  this  ^sflie  ^elia  the  fhene 
Was  in  hire  walk,  and  romcd  up  and  doun* 

This  forwcful  prifoner,  this  F^damon, 
Goth  in  his  chambre  roming  to  and  fro. 
And  to  himfelfe  complaining  of  his  w^ 
That  he  was  borne  ful  oft  he  fayd  Alas ! 

And  fp  befell,  by  aventure  or  cas. 
That  thurgh  a  window  thikke  of  aiany  a  barrc 
Of  yren  gret,  and  fquare  as  any  fparre, 
He  cafl  his  cyen  upon  Emelia, 
And  therwithal  he  blent  *  and  cried  A ! 
As  though  he  flongen  were  unto  the  herte  i 

And  with  that  crie  Arcite  anon  up  ftcrte, 
And  faide,  Cofin  min,  what  eylcth  tnce 
That  art  fo  pale  and  dcdly  for  to  fee  } 
Why  cridefl  thou  ?  who  hath  thee  don  oflence  f 
For  Goddes  love  take  a}l  in  patience 

•  This  word  hat  various  fenfisi  In  Chaucer,  a«  It  it  de- 
rived from  blinnan.  r</rjrr;  blindan,  crcorri  orblendan, 
mi/cere.  It  feeniK  here  to  be  ufed  in  a  fourth  fenfe,  the 
fame  in  #hich  S]takcf|>care  uft*  the  verb  to  blench,  i .  e.  to 
<hrinli  or  ftart  aflde.  Jfobn/on'i  Diil»inyt,BU}idi>  S^c^fliJf^ 
in  V.  BUnt,  pan*  otBUnch, 
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Oor  prilbo,  lor  it  may  D«n  other  be ; 

Fortune  bathyefen  ut  this  adYcriUe  z 

Som  wikke  afped  or  difpofition 

ftf  Satame,  by  £001  coimellatioD, 

Hath  jcren  us  this,  although  we  had  it  fwon  : 

So  Hood  the  heren  whan  that  we  were  bom : 

We  aiofte  endnre;  this  is  the  (hort  and  phun. 

This  PaUunoo  aniwerde,  and  iayde  again, 
Cofio,  foribth  of  this  opinion 
Thon  hail  a  vainc  imagination : 
This  prifon  canfcd  me  not  for  to  crie. 
But  1  was  hnrtright  now  thurghout  min  eye 
Into  mifi  herte,  thMi  wol  my  bane  be : 
The  faymefle  of  a  lady  that  I  ib 
Yfiod  in  the  gardin  roming  to  and  fro 
Is  cauie  of  iUmy  crying  and  my  wo : 
I  n*ot  whe*r  ^e  be  woman  or  goddefle. 
But  Venus  is  at  ibthly  as  I  gefle. 

And  therwithall  on  knees  adoun  he  fill. 
And  fayde ;  Venus,  if  it  be  your  will 
You  in  this  gardin  thus  to  transfigrure, 
Befom  m^  forweful  wretched  Creature, 
Out  of  this  prifon  helpe  that  we  may  Scape ; 
And  if  lb  be  our  deiUne  be  ihape 
By  eteroe  word  to  dien  in  prifon. 
Of  oar  lignage  hayeibme  compaiCon, 
Th^t  is  io  low  ybronght  by  tyrannie. 

And  with  that  word  Ardta  gan  efpie 
Vher  as  this  lady  romed  to  and  firo. 
And  frith  that  fight  hire  bcaute  hurt  him  A>» 
That  if  that  Palunon  were  wounded  fore 
Arcite  is  hurt  as  moche  as  he  or  more : 
And  with  a  figh  he  fayde  pitouily, 
Tl|e  fredhe  braute  ileth  me  fodenly 
Of  hire  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place ; 
And  but  L  have  hire  mercie  and  hire  grace. 
That  I  may  (een  hire  at  the  lefte  way, 
I  n*am  but  ded ;  ther  n'is  no  more  to  iky. 

This  Pa^amon,  whan  he  thcle  wordes  herd, 
Difpitouily  he  loked,  and  anfwerd. 
Whether  hjefi  thou  this  in  emeft  or  in  play  ? 

Nay,  quod  Aixite,  in  emeft  by  my  hy ; 
God  helpe  me  fo,  me  luft  (nil  yrcl  play. 

This  Palamon  gan  knit  his  browes  t^ey. 
It  were,  quod  he,  to  thee  no  gret  honour 
For  to  be  lalfe,  ne  for  to  be  traytour 
To  me,  that  am  thy  ooiin  and  thy  brother 
Yfwome  ful  depe,  and  eche  of  us  to  other. 
That  never  for  to  dien  in  the  peine 
Ty  that  the  deth  departen  Ihal  us  tweine, 
Neytber  of  us  in  love  to  hindre  other, 
Ke  in  non  other  cas,  my  leve  brother ; 
But  that  thou  (huldeft  trewely  forther  me 
laerery  cas  as  1  ibuld  forther  thee. 
This  was  thin  oth,  and  min  alfo  certain  ; 
I  wot  it  wel  thou  darft  it  not  with&in  : 
T^us  art  thou  of  my  confeil  out  of  dpiite, 
And  now  thou  woldeA  fslfly  ben  aboute 
To  love  my  lady  whom  I  love  and  ierve. 
And  tjer  Ihal  til  that  min  herte  fterve. 

Now  certes,  falfe  Arcite,  thou  Ihalt  not  fo  : 
I  k>ved  hire  firfte,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo. 
As  to  my  conieil,  and  my  brother  fwome 
To  forther  pw  af  1  have  told  befome, 


For  which  thou  art  ybounden  as  a  knight 
To  helpcn  me,  if  it  lie  in  thy  might. 
Or  elles  art  thou  falfe  I  dare  wel  iain. 

This  Arciu  full  proudly  fpake  again. 
Thou  (halt,  quod4ie,  be  rather  falfe  than  I, 
And  thou  art  £dfe,  I  tell  thee  utterly; 
For  ^  amomr  1  loved  hire  firft  or  thou. 
What  wolt  thou  iayn?  thon  wifteil  nat  riehti 
Whether  (he  were  a  woman  or  a  goddefle  3 
Thin  b  affedion  of  holineffe. 
And  min  is  love  as  to  a  creature. 
For  which  I  tolde  thee  min  aventure. 
As  to  my  cofin  and  my  brother  fwome. 

I  poiie  that  thou  lovedeft  hire  beforae : 
Wodihou  not  wel  the  olde  cleikes  fawe  f  , 
That  who  ihall  give  a  lover  any  lawe  i 
JLove  is  a  greter  lawe  by  my  pan 
Then  may  be  yeven  of  any  erthly  man ; 
And  therfore  pofitif  kwe  and  fwiche  decree 
Is  broken  all  day  for  love  in  eche  degree. 
A  man  mode  nedes  love  maugre  his  hed ; 
He  may  not  fieen  it  though  he  (huld  be  ded^ 
All  be  flie'maid,  or  widewe,or  elles  wif. 

And  eke  it  is  not  likely  all  thy  lif 
To  Ibonden  in  hire  grace,  no  more  ihal  1 1 
For  ircl  thou  woft  thy  Xelven  veraily 
That  thou  and  I  be  damned  to  prifon 
Perpetuel ;  us  gaineth  no  raunfon. 

We  ftrive-as  did  the  houndesfor  the  bone. 
They  fought  all  day,  and  yet  hir  part  was  none : 
Ther  came  a  kyte,  while  that  they  were  fo  wroth^ 
And  bare  away  the  bone  betwix  hem  bothe. 
And  therfore  at  the  kinges  court,  my  brother, 
Eche  man  for  himfelf,  ther  is  non  other. 
Love  if  thee  Inil,  for  I  love,  and  ay  ihal ; 
And  fothly,  leve  brother,  this  is  aU 
Here  in  this  prifon  moiUn  we  endure,  , 

And  everich  of  us  take  his  aventure. 

Gret  was  the  ftfif,  and  long  betwix  him  twey, 
If  that  I  liadde  leifer  for  to  fey : 
But  to  th*  effed.    It  happed  on  a  day, 
(To  tell  it  you  as  ihortly  as  I  may)     • 
A  worthy  duk  that  highte  Perithous, 
That  felaw  was  to  this  duk  Theleus 
Sin  thilke  day  that  they  were  children  lite, 
Was  come  to  Athenes  his  felaw  to  vifite. 
And  for  to  play  as  he  was  wont  to  do. 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  fo. 
And  he  loved  him  as  tendrely  again : 
So  wel  they  loved,  as  olde  bokes  lain. 
That  whan  that  on  was  dede,  fothly  to  tell. 
His  felaw  wente  and  fought  him  doun  in  hell  f 
But  of  that  ilorie  liil  me  not  to  write. 

Duk  Perithous  loved  wel  Arcite, 
And  had  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yere  by  yere  f 
And  finally,  at  requeft  and  praiere 
Of  P^erithous,  withouten  any  raunibn| 
Duk  Theieus  him  let  out  of  priibn. 


f  The  olde  clerk  ft  Boethius,  flrom  whoft  book  HeCm^ 
latioiu,  Chaucer  has  borrowed  UfRCly  in  many  plsccv'l  1^6 
ptllagc  sUuded  to  lain  U  tt.  met.  i  z. 


Qvls  IcBSOi  dtt  anuntibuaf 
lujor  kx  amor  eft  fibi. 
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Frely  to  gon  Wher  tlnl  him  lift  over  ftll. 
In  fwiche  a  gife  at  I  you  tcUea  ihaU. 

ThU  was  the  farword,  plainly  for  to  endite» 
Bctwizen  Thdm  and  him  Ardte; 
That  if  fo  were  that  Ardte  were  yfound 
Etct  in  hit  lif,  by  day  or  night,  o  ftound 
In  any  countree  of  thit  Thdfeut, 
And  he  were  canght,  it  was  accorded  thnti 
That  with  a  fwerd  he  ihulde  lefe  hit  hed; 
Ther  was  non  other  renedie  nc  rede ; 
But  taketh  hit  lrvc»and  homeward  he  him  fpedde : 
Ldtt  him  bewai«,  his  nekke  lieth  to  wedde. 

How  gret  a  tmnrt  fuficreth  now  Arcite  ? 
The  deth  he  feletfa  thnrgh  his  herte  imite ; 
He  wepeth,  waileth,  crwth  pitoufly. 
To  fleen  himfelf  he  waitech  prirely. 
He  iaidy  Alas  the -day  that  I  was  borne ! 
Now  is  my  prifon  werfie  than  bcfomc  ; 
Now  it  me  (hape  eternally  to  dwelk 
Not  only  in  pnrgatcwie  but  in  helle« 
Alas!  that  twcr  I  knew  Perithons, 
For  eHes  had  I  dwelt  with  Thefeos» 
Tfetered  in  his  prifon  erermo  ; 
Than  had  I  ben  in  blifle  and  not  in  wot 
Only  the  light  of  hire  whom  that  I  ttrre^ 
Though  that  I  never  hire  grace  may  defcrtey 
Wold  have  fufficed  right  ynough  for  me. 

O  dere  colin  Palainon,  quod  he, 
Thin  is  the  vidorie  of  this  avcnture ; 
Fol  bliifttl  in  prifon  maieft  thou  endure : 
ki  priibn  ?  certes  nay,  but  in  .paradife. 
Wei  hath  Fortime  yturned  thee  the  difc, 
Th9t  haft  the  fight  of  hire  and  I  th*  abfcncc. 
For  poffible  is,  tin  thou  haft  hire  prcfence. 
And  art  a  luugfat,  a  worthy  and  an  able. 
That  by  fome  cat,  (in  Fortune  is  changeable. 
Thou  maieft  to  thy  defir  fomtime  atteine : 
But  that  I  am  exiled,  and  barretne 
Of  alk  grace,  and  in  So  gret  deljpaire. 
That  ther  n*is  erthe,  water,  fire,  ne  air^ 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  maked  is, 
That  may  me  hele  or  don  comfort  in  this, 
Wcl  ought  I  ftenre  in  wanfaope  and  diftrdle* 
FkreweTmy  lif,  my  luft,  and  my  gladneflie. 

Alas !  why  plainen  men  £o  in  commune 
Of  purveiance  of  God  or  of  Foitune, 
That  yeveth  hem  ful  oft  in  many  a  gife 
Wei  better  than  they  can  hemftif  dcvife  i 
Som  man  deiireth  for  to  have  richele. 
That  caufe  is  of  his  murdre  or  gret  fiknefTc ; 
And  fom  man  wold  out  of  his  prifon  fayn, 
ThiLt  in  his  hoofe  isof  his  meynie  flain. 
Infinite  harmes  ben  in  this  matere : 
We  wote  not  what  thing  that  we  praien  here. 
We  faren  as  he  that  dronke  is  as  a  mous : 
A  dronkcn  man  wot  welhe  hath  an  hooa. 
But  he  ne  wot  which  is  the  right  way  thider, 
•  And  to  a  dronkcn  man  the  way  is  fltd«r, 
And  certes  in  this  world  fo  faren  we. 

We  feken  faft  after  felicite. 
But  we  go  wrong  ful  often  trewcly. 
Thus  we  may  fayen  alle,  and  namely  I, 
That  wcnde,  and  had  a  gret  opinion^ 
That  if  I  might  cfcapen  fro  pnfon 
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Than  I  had  ben  in  joye  and  parfite  helc, 
Ther  now  I  am  exiled  fro  my  wele. 
Sin  that  I  may  not  feen  you  Emelie 
1  n*am  but  ded ;  ther  n*is  no  remedic. 

Upon  that  other  fide  Palamon, 
Whan  that  he  wift  Ardta  wasagon, 
Swiche  forwe  he  maketh,  that  the  grete  tow 
Refouned  of  his  yelling  and  clamour. 
The  pure  fetters  on  his  fhinnes  grete 
Were  of  his  bitter  falte  teres  wete. 

Alas !  quod  he,  Ardta,  cofin  min. 
Of  all  our  ftrtf,  Ood  wot,  the  frute  is  thin. 
Thou  walkeft  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large. 
And  of  my  wo  thou  yeveft  litel  charge. 
Thou  majft,  fith  thou  haft  wifdom  and  manhcdf^ 
AfTemblen  all  the  folk  of  our  kinrede. 
And  make  a  werrc  fo  fharpe  on  this  contrec. 
That  by  fom  aventure  or  fbm  tretee 
Thou  oiaift  have  hire  to  lady  and  to  wif 
For  whom  that  1  muft  nedes  lefe  my  lif. 
For  as  by  way  of  pofiibilitee, 
Sith  thou  art  at  th;  large  of  prifon  free. 
And  art  a  lord,  gret  is  thin  avantage. 
More  than  is  min,  that  ftenre  here  in  a  cage  : 
For  I  may  wepe  and  waile  while  that  I  live. 
With  all  the  vra  that  prifon  may  me  yeve. 
And  eke  with  peine  that  love  me  yeveth  aHb,. 
That  douUeth  all  my  tounnent  and  my  wo. 

Therwith  the  fire  of  jaloufie  up  fterte 
Within  his  breft,  and  hent  him  by  the  herte 
So  woodly,  that  be  like  was  to  b^old 
The  box-tree,  or  the  afben  ded  and  cokL 
Then  (aid  he ;  O  cruel  Goddes !  that  govenie 
This  world  with  binding  of  your  word  eteme^ 
And  writen  in  the  uble  of  athamant 
Your  parlemcnt  and  your  cteme  grant. 
What  is  mankind  more  unto  yhokl 
Than  is  the  fliepe  that  roukcth  in  the  fold  t 
For  ftain  is  man  right  as  another  beeft. 
And  dwellcth  eke  in  prifon  and  arrcft, 
>  nd  bath  fikncfTe  and  gret  advcrfite. 
And  often  times  gilteles  parde. 

What  governance  is  in  this  preidence 
That  gikelefs  turmentcdi  innocence  f 
And  yet  encrefeth  this  all  my  penance. 
That  man  is  bounden  to  his  obfervancc 
For  Goddes  fake  to  leten  of.his  will, 
Ther  as  a  beeft  may  all  his  luft  fulfill. 
And  when  a  beeft  is  ded  he  hath  no  peine ; 
But  man  alter  his  deth  mote  wepe  and  pleine^ 
Though  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  wo : 
Withouten  doute  it  maye  ftonden  fo. 

The  anfwer  of  this  lete  I  to  divines. 
But  wel  I  wote  that  in  this  world  gret  pine  it. 
Alas !  I  fee  a  ferpent  or  a  thefe. 
That  many  a  trewe  man  hath  do  mefchtfe, 
Gon  at  bis  large,  and  wher  him  luft  may  turn* 
Bat  I  mofte  ben  in  priibn  thurg^  Saturn, 
And  eke  thurgh  Juno,  jalous  and  eke  wood 
That  hath  wel  neye  dcftruied  all  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  «(rafte  walls  wide. 
And  VcQus  Heeth  me  on  that  other  fide 
For  jaloufie,  and  fere  of  him  Arcite, 

Now  wol  I  ftcnt  of  Palamon  a  Ute^ 


THE    RNIGHTSS    TALE. 


13 


And  kten  him  in  hi«  prifon  ftill  dwelle. 
And  of  Arcfta  forth  I  wol  yon  ttUe. 

The  ibrnmer  paffeih,  and  the  Bightcfl  hmg 
Eooefen  double  wile  ihe  peinet  ftrong  • 
Both  of  the  lover  «ndof  thejpriibner; 
1  n*et  which  hath  the  wofiUler  miftere 
For  ihortly  for  to  fay,  this  PalamoB 
PerpctueUy-  i«  dunned  to  prif9Q^ 
In  chaincft  and  in  fetters  to  ben  ded ; 
And  Arcite  is  exiled  on  his  hed 
For  erenlMre  as  out  of  that  contree, 
Ke  nerer  more  he  fliul  his  lady  fee. 

Yon  lorers  axe  I  now  this  queftion, 
Who  hath  the  werfe,  Arcite  or  Palamon  ? 
That  oo  my  fe  his  lady  day  by  day. 
Bat  in  ptifon  mofte  be  dweUcn  alway : 
That  other  wher  him  laft  may  ride  or  go, 
Bat  fen  his  lady  Ihal  he  never  mo. 
Now  demeth  as  you  lifte,  ye  that  can. 
For  I  wil  tell  you  forth  as  I  began. 

When  that  Arcite  to  Thebes  comen  was, 
Folofta  day  hefwelt  and  (aid  Aks! 
For  Cen  his  lady  Ihal  he  never  mo. 
And  Ihortly  to  conduden  all  his  wo^ 
So  mochel  forwe  hadde  never  creature 
That  is  or  (ha)  be  while  the  wotM  may  dure. 
Hit  flepe,  his  mete,  his  drinke,  i»  him  byraft, 
Tliat  Icne  -he  wex,  and  drie  as  is  a  ihaft. 
His  cycn  holwe,  and  grifly  to  behold. 
His  hewe  falwe,  and  pale  as  aflien  cold. 
And  folitary^he  was,  and  ever  alone. 
And  wailing  all  the  night,  nudcinghis  mone : 
And  if  he  herde  fong  or  inftniment. 
Than  wouM  he  wepe,  he  mtghte  not  be  ftent« 
So  feble  were  his  fyirites,  and  fo  low. 
And  changed  fo,  that  no  man  conde  know 
His  fpcdie  ne  his  vois,  though  men  it  herd. 
And  in  his  gere,  for  all  the  world  he  ferd 
Nought  only  like  the  lovers  maladie, 
Of  Ereoa,  hot  rather  ylike  manie, 
Engendred  of  humours  melancoGke, 
Befome  his  hed  in  his  celle  fantaftike. 
And  ihortly  turned  was  all  up  fo  doun 
Both  habit  and  eke  difpofitioun 
Of  him,  this  wofnl  lover  Dan  Arcite, 
What  Ihnld  I  all  day  of  his  wo  endite  ? 

Whan  he  endured  had  a  yere  or  two 
This  cruel  torroem,  and  this  peine  and  wo. 
At  Thebes,  itf  his  contree,  as  I  faid. 
Upon  a  ni^t  in  flepe  as  he  hfan  bud. 
Him  thought  how  that  the  vringed  god  Mercury 
Bdbme  hmi  ftood,  and  bad  him  to  he  mery. 
His  flepy  yerde  in  bond  he  bare  upright ; 
An  hat  he  wered  upon  his  heres  bright : 
Arraied  was  this  god  (as  he  toke  kepe) 
As  he  was  wkan  that  Argus  toke  his  flepe. 
And  §M  him  thus ;  To  .^enes  flialt  thou  wende ; 
Ther  is  thee  fliapen  of  thy  wo  an  endc. 

And  with  that  word  Arcite  awoke  and  ftert. 
Now  trcwdy  how  fore  that  ever  mc  fmcrt, 
Quod  he,  to  Athenes  right  now  wol  I  fare ; 
Nc  for  no  dre<!te  of  dcth  fliaD  I  not  fpare 
To  fe  my  lad)s  that  T  love  and  fenre ; 
Jb^  hire  prefiencc  I  vdekt  ttscte  ftcrvct  - 


And  with  th^  word  he  catight  a  gret  mirroitr» 

And  faw  that  changed  was  all  his  colour. 

And  faw  his  vifage  aU  m  another  kind : 

And  right  anon  it  ran  faim  in  his  aaind. 

That  fith  his  face  was  (b  disfigured 

Of  maladie  the  which  he  had  endured. 

He  mighte  wel,  if  that  he  hare  him  lowe^ 

Live  in  Athenes  evermore  unknowe. 

And  fen  his  lady  wel  nigh  day  by  day* 

And  right  anon  he  changed  his  aray. 

And  clad  him  as  a  poure  labourer. 

And  all  alone,  iave  only  a  fquier. 

That  knew  his  privite  and  all  his  cas. 

Which  was  difguiied  povrely  as  he  was. 

To  Athenes  is  he  gone  the  nexte  way. 

And  to  the  court  he  wem  upon  a  day. 

And  at  the  gate  he  proffered  his  £ervice. 

To  dmgge  and  draw  what  So  men  wold  dcviCe. 

And  ihortly  of  this  matere  for  to  fayn. 

He  feUin  office  with  a  chamberlain, 

The  which  diat  dwelling  was  with  Emelie, 

For  he  was  wife,  and  cowde  fone  e^e 

Of  every  fervcm  which  that  ferved  hire : 

Wel  cottde  he  hewen  wood,  and  water  ber^ 

For  he  was  yonge  and  mighty  for  the  nones 

And  therto  he  was  ftnmg  and  bigof  hoaes 

To  don  that  any  wight  can  him  dcviile. 

A  yere  or  two  he  was  in  this  fervioe. 
Page  of  the  chJbnbre  of  Emelie  the  bright. 
And  I^iiloitrate  he  iayde  that  he  bight. 
But  half  (b  wel  beloved  a  man  as  he 
Ne  was  ther  never  in  fnirt  of  his  degre. 
He  was  lb  gestil  of  conditioim. 
That  thur^iout  all  the  court  was  his  reooHW 
They  fayden  that  it  were  a  charite 
That  Thefeus  wold  enhamife  his  degre. 
And  putten  him  in  worihipful  Cervice, 
Ther  as  he  might  his  vertues  cxercife. 
And  thus  witlun  a  while  his  name  is  fpronge 
Both  of  his  dedes  and  of  his  good  tonge. 
That  Thefeus  had  taken  him  ib  ner 
That  of  his  chambre  he  made  him  a  f(|uier. 
And  gave  him  gold  to  mainteane  his  degre ; 
And  eke  men  brought  him  out  of  his  cootru 
Fro  yere  to  yere  fid  prively  his  rem ; 
But  honeftly  and  fleighly  he  it  fpent. 
That  no  man  wondred  how  tlmt  he  it  hadde« 
And  thre  yere  in  this  wife  his  lif  he  ladde. 
And  bare  him  fo  in  pees  and  eke  in  werre      f 
Ther  n*as  no  man  that  Thefeus  hath  dene* 
And  in  this  blifie  let  1  now  Arcite, 
And  fpeke  1  wol  of  Pakraoa  a  lite. 

In  derkeaefle  and  horrible  and  ftrong  prite 
This  feven  yere  hath  fitten  Palamon, 
Forpined,  what  for  Love  and  for  diftrdfle. 
Who  feleth  double  fbrwe  and  hevinefle 
But  Palamon  i  that  love  diflraineth  fo. 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  goth  for  wo. 
And  eke  therto  he  is  a  prifonerc 
Perpetueli,  not  only  for  a  yere. 

Who  coude  time  in  Englifh  proppely 
His  martirdom  ?  foribth  it  am  not  I, 
Therfore  I  pafTc  as  lightly  as  I  auiy. 
It  f«:ll  that  ^  the  fcTonth  yere,  m  May 
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THE    KNIGHTES    T  A  L  I; 


The  thi^dde  night,  (as  olde  bokes  fayn. 

That  all  this  florie  tellen  more  pkin) 

Were  it  hj  aventure  or  deftinee, 

(At  when  a  thing  itfhapen  it  Ihal  be) 

That  fone  after  the  midnight  Falamon, 

By  helping  of  a  frend,  bra&e  hii  prifon,   . 

And  fleeth  the  cite  fafte  at  he  may  go. 

For  he  had  yeven  drinke  his  gaylcr  fo, 

Of  a  clarre  made  of  a  certain  wine. 

With  narcotikes  and  opie  of  Thebes  fine,    [fhake, 

That  all  the  night  though  that  men  wold  him 

The  gailer  ilept,  he  mighte  not  awake : 

And  thus  he  fleeth  as  fsfte  as  ever  he  may. 

The  night  was  ihort,  and  fafte  by  the  daf  , 
Tliat  ned^  coft  he  mofte  himfeWen  hide; 
And  to  i  grove  fafte  ther  befide 
With  dreSiil  foot  than  ftalketh  Palamon : 
For  ihortly  this  was  his  opinion. 
That  in  that  grove  he  wold  him  hide  all  day. 
And  in  the  night  than  wold  he  take  his  way 
To  Thebes  ward,  his  frendes  for  to  prcie 
On  Thefeus  to  helpen  him  werreie  > 
And  (hortly,  eyther  he  wold  leie  his  lif 
Or  winnen  Emelie  unto  his  wi£r 
This  is  the  effe^  and  his  entente  plein. 

Now  wol  I  tnrnen  to.Ardte  agein. 
That  litcl  wift  how  neighe  was  his  care^ 
Till  that  Fortune  had  brought  him  in  the  ioMtti 
The  befy  larke,  the  meflager  of  day, 
Salewith  in  hire  fong  the  morwe  gray. 
And  firy  Phebus  rif^  up  fo  bright/ 
That  all  the  orient  laugheth  of  the  figh^ 
And  with  his  ftremes  drieth  in  the  grevei 
The  filver  dropes  hanging  on  the  leres. 
And  Arcite,  that  is  in  the  court  real 
With  Thelei^  the  fquier  principal, 
U  rifen,  and  loketh  on  the  mery  day  ; 
And  for  to  don  his  obfertance  to  May, 
Remembring  on  the  point  of  his  defire. 
He  on  his  courier,  fterting  as  the  fire, 
Is  ridden  to  the  feldes  him  to  pley. 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  mile  .or  twey ; 
And  to  the  grove  of  which  that  I  you  told 
By  aventsre  his  way  he  gan  to  hold. 
To  maken  him  a  rerlond  of  the  greres. 
Were  it  of  woodbmd  or  of  hauthom  leves. 
And  loud  he  fong  agen  the  fonne  fliene. 

Maye,  with  aU  thy  flours  and  thy  grene. 
Right  welcome  be  thou  faire  freflie  May, 
I  hope  that  I  fome  grene  here  getten  may. 
And  from  his  courier  with  a  l^Utj  hcrte 
Into  the  grove  fiil  haftily  he  fterte. 
And  in  a  path  he  romed  up  and  doun, 
Ther  as  by  aventure  this  Palamon 
Was  ih  a  bufli,  that  no*man  might  him  fe. 
For  fore  afered  of  his  deth  was  he. 
Kothing  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Arcite : 
God  wot  he  wold  have  trowed  it  ful  lite. 
But  foth  is  faid,  gon  fithen  are  many  yeres. 
That  feld  hath  eyen,  and  the  wood  hath  eres, 
It  is  ful  fsire  a  man  to  here  him  even 
For  al  day  meten  men  at  unfet  fteven. 
Ful  Iltel  wote  Arcite  of  his  felaw. 
That  wat  Iq  aci^  to  hcrkcik^hiaiaw« 


For  in  the  bufli  he  fitteth  How  M  flilL     r 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  romed  all  his  fiHg 
And  fongen  all  the  roundel  Inflily, 
Into  a  ftudie  he  fell  fodenly. 
As  don  thefe  lovers  in  hir  queinte  geres. 
Now  in  the  crop,  and  now  dowif  in  the  brcreai 
Now  up,  now  doup,  as  boket  in  a  wclL 
Right  as  the  Friday,  fothly  for  to  tell. 
Now  fliineth  it,  and  now  it  raineth  iaft  ; 
Right  fo  can  gery  Venus  ovcrcaft 
The  bertes  of  hire  folk,  right  as  hire  day 
Is  gerfuU,  right  fo  ch^geth  flie  aray, 
Selde  is  the  Friday  all  the  weke  ylike. 

Whan  Arcite  hadde  yfonge,  he  gan  to  ^*^^      \ 
And  fet  him  doun  witlwuten  any  ntore ; 
Alas !  (quod  he)  the  day  that  I  was  bore  1 
How  loi)ge,  Juno,  thurgh  thy  cruckee 
Wilt  thou  werrcien  Thebes  the  dtee  ? 
Alas !  ybrought  is  to  confiifion 
The  blood  r^  of  Cadme  and  Amphion  2 
Of  Cadmus,  which  that  was  the  firfle  man 
That  Thebes  built,  or  firfte  the  toun  began* 
And  of  the  citec  firile  was  crouncd  king, 
Of  his  linage  am  I,  and  his  ofspring 
By  veray  line,  as  of  the  ftok  real  1 
And  now  I  am  fo  caitif  and  fo  thral, 
That,  he  that  is  my  mortal  enemy 
I  ferve  him  as  his  Iquicr  pourely. 
And  yet  doth  Juno  me  wel  more  fliame. 
For  I  dare  not  beknowe  min  owen  name^ 
But  ther  as  I  was  wont  to  highte  Arcite, 
Now;highte  I  Ahiloftrat  not  worth  a  mite^ 
Alas !  thou  fell  Mars,  alas !  thou  Juno, 
Thus  hath  your  ire  our  linage  all  fordo. 
Save  only  me  and  wretched  Palamon, 
That  Thefeus  martireth  in  prifon. 
And  over  all  this,  to  flen  me  utterly. 
Love  hath  his  firy  dart  fo  brenningly 
Yfliked  thurgh  my  trewe  careful  hcrt. 
That  flupen  was  my  deth  cril  than  my  (hcrt. 
Ye  flen  me  with  your  eyen  Emelie ; 
Ye  ben  the  caufe  wherfore  that  I  die. 
Of  all  the  romenant  of  min  other  care 
Ne  fet  I  not  the  mountance  of  a  tare. 
So  that  I  coud  don  ought  to  your  pleance. 

And  with  that  word  he  fell  doun  in  a  trance 
A  longe  time,  and  afterward  up  flerte. 
This  Palamon,  that  thought  thurghout  his  hcrte  • 
He  felt  a  colde  fwerd  fodenly  gli£t } 
For  ire  he  quoke,  no  leogcr  wolde  ho  hide  t 
And  whan  that  he  had  herd  Arcites  tale. 
As  he  were  wood,  with  face  ded  and  pale« 
He  ftertc  him  op  out  of  the  bufhes  thikke 
And  fayde ;  Falfe  Arcite,  £ilfe  tndtour  wicke. 
Now  art  thou  henty  that  loveft  my  lady  fo. 
For  whom  that  I  have  all  this  peine  and  wo. 
And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  confeil  fwornr^ 
As  I  ful  oft  have  told  thee  hcrebefom. 
And  haft  beiaped  here  Duk  Thefeus, 
And  falfdy  changed  haft  thy  name  thus; 
I  wol  be  ded,  or  elles  thou  ibalt  die : 
Thou  fhalt  not  love  my  lady  Emelie, 
But  I  wol  love  hire  only  and  no  moy 
For  I  am  Pi^amon  thy  mortal  fo. 
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And  tlukigh  ^lat  I  no  wepen  have  in  this  place, 

Bot  oat  i^fprifoo  am  aftert  by  gracc» 

I  drede  sought  that  eyther  thou  (halt  die 

dr  thou  pe  ihak  nat  loTCd  Emelie  : 

Chefe  which  thou  wolt,  for  thou  (halt  not  adefte. 

ThtB  Arcite,  tho  with  fill  difpitous  herte, 
"Whan  he  him  knew,  an«l  had  hu  tale  herd. 
As  fen  as  a  Icon  pulled  out  a  fwerd, 
And  fa jde  thus ;  By  God  that  (itteth  above, 
N*erc  it  that  thou  art  fike  and  wood  for  love. 
And  eke  that  thou  no  wepen  haft  in  this  place. 
Thou  (huldeft  never  out  of  this  grove  pace. 
That  thou  oe  fliuldeft  dien  of  min  bond; 
For  I  defie  the  furttee  and  the  bond 
Which  that  thou  (aift  that  I  have  aiade  to  thee. 
What !  vcray  ibol,  thinke  wel  that  love  is  free. 
And  I  wol  love  hire  maagre  all  thy  might. 
Bat  for  thou  art  a  worthy  gentil  knight. 
And  wilneft  to  darraine  hire  by  bataiUe, , 
Have  here  my  trouth,  to  morwe  I  wiH  not  faille, 
Wkhoaten  weting  of  any  other  wight. 
That  liere  I  wol  be  founden  as  a  knight. 
And  bringen  hameis  right  ynough  for  thee. 
And  cheie  the  befte,  and  leve  the  werfte  for  me  . 
And  mete,  and  drinke  this  night  wol  I  bring 
Ynoa^  for  thee,  and  doathes  for  thy  bed(ung ; 
And  if  fo  be  that  thou  my  lady  win. 
And  fle  me  in  this  wode,  ther  I  am  in. 
Thou  maift  wel  have  thy  lady  as  for  me. 

This  Palamon  anfwered,  I  grant  it  thee : 
And  thus  they  ben  departed  till  a  morwe. 
When  echcrof  hem  hath  laid  his  faith  to  borwe. 

O  Cupide !  out  of  alle  charitee, 
O  regne !  that  wok  no  felaw  have  with  thee, 
Fal  foth  is  fayde,  that  love  ne  lordlhip 
Wol  nat  his  thankes  have  no  felawihip. 
Wel  finden  that  Arcite  and  Palamon. 

Arcite  is  ridden  anone  unto  the  toon. 
And  on  the  morwe,  or  it  were  day  light, 
VvH  prively  two  harncis  hath  he  dight. 
Both  fuffi£uit  and  mete  to  darreine 
The  bataiDe  in  the  field  betwix  hem  ifwelne ; 
And  on  his  hon,  alone  as  he  was  home. 
He  carieth  all  this  hameis  him  befome ; 
And  the  grove,  at  time  and  place  yfette. 
This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  mette. 
Tho  cfaaneen  gan  the  colour  in  hir  face, 
Ri^  as  die  hunter  in  the  regne  of  Trace 
Tlut  ftondeth  at  a  gappe  with  a  fpere^ 
Whan  hunted  is  the  lion  or  the  here, 
And  hereth  him  come  ruihing  in  the  grevet. 
And  brekine  bothe  the  boughes  and  the  leves. 
And  thinkeu  here  cometh  my  mortal  enemy, 
Withouten  faile  he  muft  be  ded  or  i : 
For  eyther  I  mote  (lain  him  at  the  gappe. 
Or  he  mott  flcn  me  if  that  me  miihappe. 
So  fcrdco  they  in  changing  of  hir  hewe, 
As  ficr  as  eyther  of  hem  other  knewe. 
Ther  n*  as  no  good  day,  ne  no  ialuing. 
Bat  ftreit  withoilten  wordes  reherfing 
Everich  of  hem  halpe  to  amven  other 
As  firenJIy  as  he  were  his  owen brother; 
And  after  that  with  Iharpe  fperes  (Irong 
They  foincdcB  cche  a(  other  wonder  loo^. 


Thou  mighteft  wenen  that  this  Palamaia' 
In  his  fightine  were  as  wood  Icon, 
And  as  a  cruel  tigre  was  Arcite : 
As  wilde  bores  gan  they  togeder  finite. 
That  ^tithen  white  as  fome  for  ire  wood  ; 
Up  to  the  ancle  foughte  they  in  hir  blood ; 
And  in  this  wife  I  let  hem  fighting  dwelle. 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Thefeus  you  t^e. 

The  deftinee,  miniftre  general. 
That  ezecuteth  in  the  world  over  al 
The  purveiance  that  God  hath  fen  befome. 
So  ftrong  it  i«,  that  thoueh  the  world  hath  fworae' 
The  contrary  of  a  thmg  oy  ya  or  nay. 
Yet  fdrntime it  fhallfafien  on  a dav 
That  falleth  nat  efte  in  ^  thoufiind  yere 
For  certainly  tour  appetites  here. 
Be  it  of  werre^  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  lovc^ 
All  is  this  ruled  by  the  fight  above. 
This  mene  I  now  by  mighty  Thefeus, 
That  for  to  hnmcn  is  fo  defirous. 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hart  in  May, 
That  in  his  bed  ther  daweth  him  no  day 
That  he  n*is  clad,  and  redy  for  to  ride 
With  hunte  and  home,  and  houndes  him  beiide} 
For  in  his  hunting  hath  he  fwidie  delite. 
That  it  is  all  his  joye  and^appetite 
To  ben  himfelf  the  grete  harts  bane ; 
For  after  Mars  he  ferveth  novT  Diane. 

Clere  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  or  thii. 
And  Thefeus,  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
With  hi»  Ipolftia,  the  fayrc  quene. 
And  Emelie,  yclothed  all  in  grene. 
On  hunting  ben  thy  ridden  really : 
And  to  the  grove,  that  ftood  ther  fafte  by, 
In  which  ther  was  an  hart  as  men  him  told^ 
Duk  Thefeus  the  fbeite  way  hath  hold. 
And  to  the  launde  he  rideth  him  ful  rights 
Ther  was  the  hart  ywom  to  have  his  flight. 
And  over  a  brooke,  and  fo  forth  on  his  wey. 
This  duk  wol  have  a  conn  at  him  or  twey 
With 'houndes,  fwiche  9s  him  lull  to  commaundcwr 
And  when  this  duk  was  comen  to  the  launde. 
Under  the  fonne  he  loked,  and  anon 
He  w«s  ware  of  Arcite  and  Palamon, 
That  foughten  breme,  as  it  were  holies  two  ; 
The  brignte  fwerdes  weaten  to  and  fro 
So  hidoufly  that  with  the  lefte  ftnkc 
It  femed  diat  it  wolde  feUe  an  oke. 
But  what  they  weren  nothing  he  ne  wote : 
This  duk  his  courfer  with  his  fporrea  fmote^ 
And  at  a  ftert  he  was  betwiz  hem  two, 
And  pulled  out  a  fwerd  and  cried,  Ho  ? 
No  more,  up  peine  of  lefing  of  your  bed; 
By  mighty  Mant  he  Ihall  anon  be  ded 
lliat  foiiteth  any  ftrokethat  I  may  fen ! 
But  telleth  me  what  miftere  men  ye  ben. 
That  ben  fo  hardy  fior  to  fighten  here 
Withouten  any  juge  or  other  officere. 
As  though  it  were  in  liftes  really. 

This  Palamon  anfwered  haftily 
And  faide ;  Sire,  what  nedeth  wordes  mo  i 
We  have  the  deth  deferved  bothe  two : 
,  Two  woful  wretches  ben  we,  two  caitiVos, 
That  bca  accombrcd  o^  oir  owcn  lint. 


And  ts  thou  art  a  wghtful  lord  suid  juge 
Nc  ycvc  us  ncythcr  mcrde  nc  rcfiigc; 
And  lie  me  fiWl  for  felnte  charitee. 
But  fle  my  feUw  eke  as  wel  as  me ; 
Or  fle  him  firft,  for  though  thou  know  It  litc> 
This  is  thy  mortal  fo,  this  is  Arcite, 
That  fro  thy  lond  is  baniflxed  on  his  hed, 
For  which  he  bath  defer  ved  to  be  ded; 
For  this  is  he  that  came  unto  thy  gate» 
And  iayde  that  he  highte  Philoilrate. 
Thus  hath  he  japed  thee  ful  many  a  yerc. 
And  thou  hail  maked  him  thy  chief  fquiere. 
And  this  is  he  that  loveth  Emelie^ 

For  fith  the  day  is  come  that  I  ihal  die    0 
I  make  plai|^y  my  confeflloo. 
That  I  am  ^Ike  woful  Piilarnqn. 
That  hath  thy  prifon  broken  wilfu^y : 
I  am  thy  mortal  fo,  and  it  am  I 
That  loveth  fo  hot  Eraclic  the  bright. 
That  I  wold  dien  prefcnt  in  hire  iight> , 
Therfore  I  axe  4|th  and  my  iewifc. 
But  fle  my.  felaw  in  the  iaine  wife. 
For  both  we  have  dcferved  to  be  flain. 

.This  worthy  duk  .anfwerd  anon  again, 
Ahd  fayd.  This  is  a  fliort  concluilon ; 
Your  oweh  moi^th,  by  your  confefliont 
Hath  damned  you,  aiul  iVol  it  rccorde ; 
It  nedeth  not  to  pine  you  with  the  corde : 
Te  flinl  be  ded  by  mighty  Mars  the  Rede. 

The  queue  anon  for  veray  womanhede 
Oan  for  to  wepe,  and  fo  did  ^elie. 
And  all  the  ladies  in  the  com|)arnie. 
Gret  pite  was  it,  as  it  thought  hem  alle. 
That  ever  fwjche  a  chance  mulde  befalle. 
For  gcotil  men  they  were  o£  gret  eftat. 
And  nothing  but  for  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  fawe  hir  blody  woundes  wide  and  fore, 
And  alle  criden  bothe  leile  and  more. 
Have  mercie  Lord  upon  us  wimmcn  alle. 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adoim  they  falle. 
And  wold  have  klA  his  feet  ther  as  he  ftood. 
Till  at  the  lad  aflaked  was  his  mood; 
(For  pitee  renneth  fbnc  in  gentil  hertc) 
And  though  he  flrft  for  ire  quoke  and  dcrte. 
He  had  confldered  fliortly  in  a  claufe 
The  trefpa^  of  hem  both,  and  eke  the  caufe ; 
And  although  that  his  ire  hir  gilt  accufed. 
Yet  in  his  refon  he  hem  both  excufed ; 
As  thus ;  he  thoughte  wel  that  every  man 
Wol  helpe  himielf  in  love  if  that  he  can. 
And  eke  deliver  himfelf  out  of  prilbn ; 
And  eke  his  herte  had  compafllon 
Of  wimmen,  for  they  wepten  ever  in  on. 
And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  thoughte  anon. 
And  foft  aoto  himfi^lf  he  fayed.  Fie 
Upon  a  lord,  that  wol  have  no  mercie. 
But  be  a  Icon  both  in  word  and  dede. 
To  hem  that  be  in  repentance  and  drede. 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  difpitous  man 
That  wol  maictcinen  that  the  flrft  began. 
That  lord  hath  Utel  of  difcrction 
That  in  fwiche  cas  can  zk)  divifion. 
But  we^hcth  {>ride  anu  hutublcfle  after  on. 
And  fhortly  whan  lu»  ire  Is  tlius  agop, 


TKf   T  4  V** 
'  He  nn  to  loken  up  with  eyen  light, 
Aod  fpake  thefe  fame  wordes  all  on  highf ; 

The  god  of  Love,  a  btnejidite  / 
How  mi^cy  and  how  grcte  a  brd  ts  h*t       "    . 
iU^in  his  might  ther  gainen  non  obf^des,' 
He  may  be  ckped  a  G<A  for  his  miracles. 
For  he  tan  maken  at  his  pwen  gife 
Of  everkh  herte  as  that  him  lift  devife. 

Lo  here  this  Arcite,  and  this  Palamon, 
That  quiuly  weren  out  of  my  prifon. 
And  ihight  have  lived  in  Thebes  really, 
And*  wetcn  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy. 
And  that  hir  deth  lith  in  my  might  alfo. 
And  yet  hath  love,  maugre  hir  eyen  two,^ 
Ybrought  hem  hither  both  for  to  die  ; 
Now  loketh,  is  not  this  an  heigh  fbUe  ? 
Whd  may  ben  a  fool,  but  if  that  be  love  ? 
Behold  for  Goddea  fake  that  fitteth  above. 
So  how  they  blede !  be  they  not  wel  araied  ? 
Thus  hath  hir  lord,  the  god  of  Love,  hem  paici 
Hir  wa^es,  and  hir  fees  for  hir  feryice. 
And  yet  they  wencn  for  to  be  ful  wife 
That  fervtn  Love  for  ought  that  may  befeU^^ 
And  ytt  is  this  the  befle  game  of  alle. 
That  fhe  for  whom  they  have  this  joKte 
Cop  hem  therfore  as  modiel  thank  as  me. 
She  wot  no  more  of  alle  this  hote  fare. 
By  God,  than  wot  a  cuckow  or  an  hare. 
But  all  mote  ben  afl*aied  hote  or  cold ; 
A  man  mote  ben  a  fool  other  yonge  or  old; 
I  wot  myfelf  ful  yore  agon. 
For  in  my  time  a  fervant  was  I  on  ; 
And  therefore  fith  I  know  of  loves  p^ine, 
And  wot  how  fore  it  can  a  man  deflreine. 
As  he  that  oft  hath  been  caught  in  his  las, 
1  you  foryeve  all  holly  this  trefpas,     , 
At  requed  of  the  queue  that  kneleth  here. 
And  eke  of  Emclic,  my  fuller  dere. 
And  ye  (bul  both  anon  unto  me  fwerc 
That  never  mo  ye  fliul  my  contrce  dere, 
Ne  maken  werre  upon  me  night  ne  day. 
But  ben  my  frendes  in  alle  that  ye  may. 
I  you  foryeve  this  trefpas  every  del. 
And  they  him  fware  his  axing  fciyr  and  wcl. 
And  him  of  lordihip  and  of  mcrde  praid. 
And  he  hem  granted  grace,  and  thus  he  fatd  3 

To  fpeke  of  real  linage  and  richefle. 
Though  that  flie  were  a  quene  or  a  princtfie, 
£che  of  you  bothe  is  worthy  doutelcs 
To  wedded  whan  time  is,  but  natheles, 
I  fpeke  as  for  my  fufler  Emelie, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  flrif  and  jsdonfie. 
Ye  wot  yourfclf  flie  may  not  weddea  tw# 
At  ones,  though  ye  fighten  evermo; 
But  on  of  you,  al  be  him  loth  or  lefe. 
He  mot  gon  pipen  in  an  ivy  lefe  : 
This  is  to  iay,  flie  may  not  have  you  bothe^ 
Al  be  ye  never  fo  jalous  ne  fo  wrothe. 
And  forthy  I  you  put  in  thb  degree. 
That  cche  of  you  mail  have  his  deflinee 
As  him  is  fliape,  and  hcrkncth  in  what  wife  ^ 
Lo  here  your  ciide  of  that  I  flial  dcvifc.  ^ 

My  will  is  this  for  plat  condufioa 
Witboutcn  any  rcnllcutlon, 


If  tlut  ycu  liketb,  take  It  for  the  belle. 
That  ererich  of  yoi;  (hal  gon  wher  him  Icftc 
Treely  withooten  raunfon  or  dangere. 
And  this  day  fifty  wekes,  fcrrc  nc  nerc, 
Everich  of  you  iba]  bring  an  hundred  knightes^ 
Armed  for  Uftcs  up  at  allc  ri?htes, 
AUc  redy  to  darrein  hire  by  bataille. 
And  this  behetc  1  you  withoutcn  faille 
Upon  my  tronth,  and  as  1  am  a  knight. 
That  whether  of  you  bothe  hath  that  might> 
Tbit  i»  to  iayn,  that  whether  he  or  thou         ^ 
May  with  his  hundred,  as  I  fpake  of  now, 
Sle  his  contrary,  or  out  of  iiftes  drive, 
Htffl  (ball  I  yeven  Emelie  to  wive 
To  whom  that  Fortune  yereth  fo  fayr  a  graced 

The  Uftes  ihal  I  maken  in  this  place, 
Ard  God  fo  wifly  on  my  foule  rcwe, 
A'  I  (hal  even  juge  ben  and  trewe. 
Ye  fbal  non  other  ende  with  me  maken 
'Iliat  on  of  you  ne  (hall  be  dcd  or  taken ; 
.\nd  if  you  thinketh  this  is  wel  yiaid, 
5arth  your  avis,  and  holdeth  you  apaid  : 
This  is 'your  ende  and  your  concluiion,     . 

Who  loketh  lightly  now  but  Palamon  f 
Who  fpringeth  up  for  joyc  but  Arcite  ? 
"Who  coud  it  tell,  or  who  coud  it  enditc. 
The  joye  that  b  maked  in  the  place 
Whan  Thefeus  hath  don  fo  fayre  a  grace  ? 
But  doun  on  knees  went  f  very  raanerc  wigiit. 
And  thanked  him  with  all  hir  hertes  mighty 
And  namely  thefe  Thebanes  often  iith.  . 

And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  herte  buth 
They  taken  hir  Icve:  and  homeward  gan  they  rfde 
To  Thebes,  with  his  olde  walks  wide. 

I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  negligence 
If  I  foryete  to  tellen  the  difpcnce 
Of  Thefeus,  that  goth  fo  bcfily 
To  maken  up  the  Tiftes  really. 
That  fwicb^  a  coble  theatre  as  it  was 
1  dare  wel  fayn  in  all  this  world  thcr  n*as  : 
The  cxrcttite  a  mile  was  aboute 
Walled  of  flonc,  anddiched  all  withoute; 
Round  was  the  fliape,  in  manere  of  a  compai 
Fui  oi  degrees;  the  hight  of  fixty  pas, 
That  whan  a  man  was  fet  on  o  degree 
He  letted  not  his  felaw  for  to  fee. 
Eftward  ther  flood  a  gftte  of  marbel  white, 
Weftward  right  fwiche  another  in  th*  oppoiite; 
And  (hortly  to  concluden,  fwithe  a  place 
Was  ncrer  in  erthe  in  to  litel  a  fpace. 
For  in  the  kod  ther  n'as  no  craftes  man 
Than  geometrie  or  arfemetrike  can, 
Ne  portrdour,  ne  kervcr  ef  images. 
That  Thefeus  ne  yaf  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  devife. 

And  for  to  don  his  rite  and  facrifice 
He  eftward  hath  upon  the  ^ate  above, 
la  worihip  of  Venus  goddelTe  of  Love, 
Bob  make  ao  auter  and  an  oratorie. 
And  wedward,  in  the  minde  and  in  memorie 
Of  Mars  he  maked  hath  right  fwiche  another, 
That  co£be  largely  of  gold  a  fother  : 
Aad  northward,  in  a  touret  on  the  wfill^ 
Oi  jhhiSffc  yrhixt  and  red  cor«tU 
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An  oratorie  riche  for  to  fee. 

In  worihip  of  Diane  of  chzftltec. 


•»7 


Haih  Thefeus  den  wrought  in  noble  wile* 

Biit  yet  had  I  forycttcn  to  devife 
The  noble  kerving  and  the  portrcitures,     ^ 
The  Ibape,  the  contenance,  of  tlie  figures 
That  wercn  in  thefe  oratories  three. 

Firft  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maift  thou  fe6 
Wrought  on  the  wall,  ful  pitous  to  beholdc. 
The  broken  flepes,  and  the  fikes  colde. 
The  facred  teres,  and  the  waimcntingcs, 
The  firy  ftrokcs  of  the  deCringes, 
That  Loves  fervantes  in  this  lif  endurcnj 
The  othcs  that  hir  covenants  afluren. 
Plcfance  and  Hope,  Defire,  Foo|hardinefle, 
Beaute  and  Youthe,  Baudrie  and  Hicheife, 
Charzpes  and  Force,  Lefinges  and  Flaterie, 
Bifpence,  Befineffe,  and  Jaloufie, 
That  wcrcd  of  yelwc  goldes  a  gerlond. 
And  hadde  a  cuckow  fitting  on  hire  bond, 
Fcfies,  infiruments,  and  caroles  and  dances, 
Lnft  and  array,  and  all  the  clrcumftanccs      >. 
Of  Love,  which  that  I  rcken  and  rckcn  Ihall, 
By  ordre  weren  peinted  en  the  wall, 
Ajid  mo  than  I  can  make  of  mention  : 
For  fothly  all  the  mount  of  Citheron, 
Ther  Venus  hath  hire  principal  dwelling. 
Was  ihewed  on  the  wall  in  purtreying. 
With  all  the  gardin,  and  tholuftinelS  : 
Nought  was  foryetten  the  porter  IdclnclTe^ 
Ke  NarciiTus  the  fayre  of  yore  agon, 
Ne  yet  thefolie  of  King  Salomon, 
Ne  yet  the  grete  ftrcngie  of  Hercules. 
Th*  enchantment  of  Medea  and  Circes, 
Ne  of  Tumus  the  hardy  ficrs  corage. 
The  ridie  Crcfus  caitif  in  fervage. 
Thus  may  ye  feen  that  wifdom  nc  richeflc, 
Beaute  nc  ^cightc,  flrcngthe  ne  hardincffc, 
Ne  may  with  Venus  helden  champartie, 
For  as  hire  liile  the  world  may  ihc  gie. 
Lo,  all  thefe  folk  fo  caught  were  in  hire  lat^ 
Til  they  for  wo  ful  often  faid  Alas ! 
Sufficeth  here  enfamples  on  or  two, 
And  yet  I  coude  reken  a  thoufand  mo. 

The  ftatue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  fee, 
Was  naked  fieting  in  the  large  fee, 
And  fro  the  navel  doun  all  covered  was 
With  v/awcs  grene,  and  bright  as  any  glas. 
A  citolc  in  hire  right  hand  hadde  ftie. 
And  on  hire  hcd,  fui  fcmely  for  to  fee, 
A  rofe  gerlond  frcfli  and  wel  fraclling, 
Above  hire  hcd  hire  doves  fleckering  i 
Before  hire  fiood  hire  fone  Cupido, 
Upon  his  flioulders  wirges  Iiad  he  two, 
And  blind  he  wasj  as  it  is  often  fene  ; 
A  bow  he  bare  and  arwe&  bright  and  kcnC. 

Why  ihulde  J  not  as  wel  eke  tell  you  all 
The  purtrciture  that  was  upoa  the  wall 
Within  t^x  temple  of  mighty  Mars  the  Rede  ? 
All  peinted  was  the  wall  in  length  and  brede 
Like  to  the  cAres  of  the  grifly  place 
That  highte  the  gfet  temple  of  Murs  in  Trace, 
In  thilke  coldc  and  frofty  region^ 
Ther  at  M&ti  huh  his  fovercixie  manHen. 


\t 
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Firft  on  the  wall  was  pcinted  a  forefl, 
In  which  thcr  wonneth  ncythcr  man  nc  bcft. 
With  knotty  knarry  barrein  trcfct  old 
Of  ftubbcs  (harpe  and  hidous  to  behold. 
In  which  ther  ran  a  romble  and  a  fwough, 
Ai  though  a  (lormc  (huld  brellen  every  bough ; 
And  dounward  from  an  hill  under  a  bent 
Ther  flood  the  temple  of  Mars  Afrmipotent» 
Wrought  all  of  burned  ftele,  of  which  th'  entree 
Was  longe  and  (b'eite,  and  ghaftly  for  to  fee  ; 
And  thereout  came  a  rage  and  fwiche  a  vile 
That  it  made  all  the  gates  fof  to  rife. 
The  northern  light  in  at  the  dore  (hone, 
For  window  on  t^e  wall  ne  was  ther  non^ 
Thur^h  which  men  mighten  any  light  difceme  : 
The  dore  was  all  of  athamant  eteme, 
Ydendhed  overthwart  and  endelong 
With  yren  tough,  and  for  to  make  it  ftrong. 
Ever  pilcr  the  usnple  to  fuftefie 
Was  tonne-gret,  of  yren  bright  and  (bene* 

Ther  faw  I  firft  the  derkc  imagining 
Of  Felonie,  and  alle  the  compafling ; 
*Th6  cruel  ire,  red  as  any  gledc. 
The  pikepurfe,  and  eke  the  pale  drede. 
The  fmilcr  with  th*  knif  linder  the  cloke. 
The  Ihepen  brening  with  the  blake  (moke. 
The  trefbn  of  the  mordring  in  the  bedde, 
The  open  werre,  with  woundes  all  bebledde  ; 
Contekc  with  blody  knif  and  (harp  manace  : 
All  full  of  chirking  was  that  forry  place. 
The  deer  of  himfelf  yet  faw  I  there. 
His  herte  blood  hath  bathed  all  his  here ; 
The  naile  ydriven  in  the  (hode  on  hight. 
The  cold  deth,  with  mouth  gaping  upright. 
Amiddes  of  the  temple  fate  Mifchance, 
With  difcomfort  and  forry  contenance  ; 
Yet  (^  I  Woodne(re  laughing  in  his  ra;ge, 
Armed  Complaint,  Outhees,  and  fires  Outrage  ; 
The  carraine  in  the  bu(b,  with  throte  ycorven  5 
A  thoufand  (Iain,  and  not  of  qualme  yftorven  ; 
^he  tirant,  with  the  prey  by  force  yraft ; 
The  toun  deftroied,  ther  was  nothing  laft : 
Yet  faw  I  brent  the  (hippes  hoppcfteres. 
The  hunte  yftranglcd  with  the  wilde  beres  5 
The  fow  freting  the  cMld  right  in  the  cradel. 
The  coke  yfcalled  for  all  his  long  ladel : 
Nought  was  forj^ete  by  th'  infortune  of  Marte 
The  carter  overridden  with  his  carte ; 
Under  the  wheel  ful  low  he  lay  adoun, 

Ther  Were  alfo  of  Martes  dividon 
Th*  armerer  and  the  bowyer,  and  the  fmlth. 
That  forgeth  (hafp  fwerdes  6n  his  (lith ; 
And  all  above  depcintcd  in  a  tour 
Saw  1  a  Conqueft,  llttmg  in  gret  honour^ 
With  thilke  (harp  fwerd  over  his  hed 
Yhanging  by  a  fubtil  twined  thred. 
Depeintcd  was  the  (laughter  of  Julius, 
Of  eret  Nero  and  of  Antonius  : 
All  be  that  thilke  time  thev  were  unbcfne, 
Yet  was  hir  dcth  depeintcd  ther  bcfome. 
By  menacing  of  Mars,  right  by  figure, 
So  was  it  (hewed  in  that  purtreiture 
As  is  depeintcd  in  the  cercles  above, 
XVho  (hal  be  flaine  ot  elles  dcd  for  Iotc 


Su(ficeth  on  enfample  in  dories  oldc  J 

I  may  not  rekcn  hem  alle  though  I  woI(fe> 

The  ftatue  of  Mars  upon  a  carte  ftood 
Armed,  and  loked  grim  as  he  were  wood^ 
And  over  his  bed  ther  (hinen  two  dgnres- 
Of  fterres  that  ben  dcpcd  in  fcriptures. 
That  on  Puella,  that  other  Rubeus. 
This  god  of  Armes  was  araied  thus ; 
A  wolf  ther  ftood  bcfome  him  at  his  fete 
With  eycn  red,  and  of  a  man  be  ete  : 
With  fubtil  penfil  peinted  was  this  (k>rie^ 
In  red(/uting  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  I^ne  the  chaftff 
As  (hortly  as  I  can  1  wol  me  hade. 
To  tcllen  you  of  the  defcriptioun, 
Depeintcd  by  the  walles  up  and  doun. 
Of  hunting  and  of  (hamefad  cha(Utee« 
Ther  faw  I  how  woful  Calidope, 
Whan  that  Diane  agreved  was  with  here. 
Was  turned  from  a  woman  til  a  here. 
And  after  was  (he  made  the  lodefterre : 
Thus  was  it  peinted,  I  can  (ay  no  ferre ; 
Hire  fooe  is  eke  a  derre  as  men  may  fee. 
Ther  faw  I  Dane  yturned  til  a  tree, 
I  mene  not  hire  the  goddeffe  Diane» 
But  Peneus  daughter,  which  that  highte  Dane 
Ther  (aw  I  Atteon  an  hart  ymaked, 
For  vengeance  that  he  faw  Diane  all  naked : 
I  faw  how  that  his  hou&des  have  him  caught. 
And  freten  him,  for  that  they  knew  him  naught*^ 
Yet  peinted  was  a  litcl  forthermorc 
How  Athalante  hunted  the  wilde  bore. 
And  Mcleagre,  and  many  another  mo. 
For  which  Diane  wroughte  hem  care  and  wo^* 
Ther  faw  1  many  another  wonder  dorie. 
The  which  me  lide  not  drawcn  to  memoric. 

This  goddede  on  an  hart  ful  heyc  fete. 
With  fmale  houndes  all  about  hire  fete. 
And  undernethe  hire  feet  (he  haddc  a  monc,- 
Wexiilg  it  was,  and  (hulde  wancn  fone. 
In  gaudy  grene  hire  datue  clothed  was. 
With  bow  in  bond,  and  arwes  in  a  cas. 
Hire  cyen  cade  (he  ful  low  adoun, 
Ther  Pluto  hath  his  derke  regioun. 
A  woman  travailling  was  hire  bcfornc, 
But  for  hire  childc  fo  longe  was  unbomc 
Ful  pitoufly  Luclna  gan  (he  call. 
And  fayed ;  Helpe,  for  thou  mayeft  bede  of  alR 
Wei  coude  he  peinten  lifly  that  it  wrought. 
With  many  a  norein  he  the  hewes  bought. 
Now  ben  thefe  liftes  made,'  and  Thcfeus 
That  at  his  grete  cod  arraied  thus 
The  temples,  and  the  theatre  everidel. 
Whan  it  was  don  him  liked  wonder  wcl. 
But  dint  I  wol  of  Thefeus  a  lite. 
And  fpeke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  returning. 
That  evefich  (huld  an  hundred  knightes  brmg,^ 
That  bataille  to  derreine,  as  I  yoy  told ; 
And  til  Athenes  hir  covenant  for  to  hold. 
Hath  everich  of  hem  brought  an  hundred  knlghto 
Wei  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes. 
And  (Ikerly  ther  trowed  many  a  man 
That  never  dthen  that  tiK  world  begas» 
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As  £(>r  to  fpeke  of  knighthood  of  hir  hond, 
As  tier  as  Ood  hath  meked  fee  and  lond, 
N*as  of  fo  fewe  fo  noble  a  compagnie ; 
For  ercry  wight  that  loved  chevalrie, 
AJod  wold  his  thankes  han  a  pafTant  name, 
Uath  praied  that  he  might  ben  of  that  game. 
And  we]  was  him  that  therto  chofen  was. 
For  if  ther  fell  to-morwe  fuch  a  cas. 
Ye  knbwen  wel  that  every  lufty  knight 
That  loreth  ^r  amour,  and  hath  his  might, 
Were  it  iirEnglelond  or  ellefwher. 
They  wold  hir  thankes  willen  to  be  then 
To  fight  for  a  lady,  a  beneJiciU  I 
It  were  a  lufty  fighte  for  to  fe. 

And  right  fo  fcrden  they  with  Palamon. 
With  him  ther  wenten  knightes  many  on; 
Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  habergeon. 
And  in  a  brcft  pbte,  and  in  a  gipon  ; 
And  fom  wol  have  a  pair  of  plates  large. 
And  fom  wol  have  a  Pruce  (held  or  a  targe  ; 
Som  wOl  ben  armed  on  his  Icgges  wele. 
And  have  an  axe,  and  fome  a  maqe  of  ftele. 
Ther  n*i»  ho  ncwc  guifc  that  it  n*as  old. 
Armed  they  weren  as  I  have  you  told, 
Everich  after  his  opinion. 

Ther  maift  thou  fe  coming  with  Palamon 
Licurgc  himfelf,  the  grctc  King  of  Trace ; 
Blake  was  His  Serd,  and  manly  was  his  face ; 
The  ccrcfcs  of  his  eyen  in  his  hcd 
They  gloweden  betwixen  yelwe  and  red, 
And  like  a  griffon  loked  he  about. 
With  kcmped  heres  on  his  browes  ftout ; 
His  Ixmmes  grct,  hb  braunes  hard  and  ftronge. 
His  ihouldres  brode,  his  armes  round  and  longe  ; 
And  as  the  gnife  was  in  his  contree, 
Folhighc  upon  a  char  of  gold  ftood  he. 
With  fdore  white  boUes  in  the  trais. 
Inftede  of  cote  armure  on  his  harnais. 
With  nayk^  yelwe,  imd  bright  as  any  gold^ 
He  haddc  a  beres  ikin,  cole-blake  for  old. 
His  longe  hci-e  was  kemp^  behind  his  bak. 
As  any  ravenes  fcther  it  flione  for  blake. 
A  wrcth  of  gold  arra-eret,  of  huge  weighty 
Upon  his  hed  fate  ful  ot  (tones  bright. 
Of  fine  rubins  and  of  dijimants. 
Aboat  his  char  ther  wenten  white  alauns^ 
Twenty  and  mb,  as  gret  as  any  (Icre, 
To  hoDten  at  the  Icon  or  the  dcre, 
And  folwed  him,  with  mofel  faft  ybound, 
Colered  with  gold,  and  torettes  filed  round. 
An  hundred  lordes  had  he  in  his  route 
Armed  foil  wel,  with  hertes  flcme  and  ftottte. 

With  Arcita,  in  (lories  as  men  find. 
The  gret  Emetrius  the  King  of  Inde, 
Upon  a  ftede  bay,  trapped  in  fteic, 
Covered  with  cloth  of  gold  diaprsd  wele. 
Came  riding  like  the  god  of  artfies  Mars ; 
His  cote  armure  was  of  a  cloth  of  Tars, 
Couched  with  perles  white,  and  round,  and  grcte; 
Hb  iadel  was  of  brent  gold  new  ybcte  ; 
A  mantelet  npon  his  iliouldres  hanging 
Brtt-fnl  of  rubies  red,  as  fire  fparkling ; 
HkcriTpe  here  like  ringes  was  yronnc, 
Aadth^  was  jelwc,  and  glitercd  as  the  fonne^ 


His  nofe  was  high,  his  eyen  bright  citrin. 

His  lippes  round,  his  colour  was  fanguin, 

A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  y^rcint, 

Betwixen  yelwe  and  blake  lomdel  ymeint, 

And  as  a  leon  he  his  loking  cafte, 

Of  five-and-twenty  yerc  his  age  I  cafte  ; 

His  herd  was  wel  bcgonnen  for  to  fpriiig. 

His  vols  wis  as  a  tronipe  thondcring ; 

Upon  his  hede  he  wered  of  laurer  grene, 

A  gerlond  fres(he  and  lufty  for  to  fene ;  ' 

Upon  his  hon4  he  bare  for  his  dcduit 

An  egle  ta/ne,  as  any  lily  whit : 

An  hundred  lordes  had  he  with  him  thcrcj 

All  armed  fave  hir  hedes  in  all  hir  gere,  "^ 

Ful  richely  inallc  manere  thingcs ;    . 

For  trufteth  wel  that  erles,  dukes,  kinees. 

Were  gathered  in  this  noble  compagnie. 

For  love  and  for  encrcfe  of  chevalrie.  -'« 

Aboilt  this  king  ther  ran  on  every  part 

Ful  many  a  tame  leon  and  leopart. 

And  in  this  wife  thcfe  lordes  all  and  (bme 
Ben  on  the  Sonday  to  the  citce  come 
Abouten  prime,  and  in  the  toun  alight. 

This  Thefeus,  this  duk,  this  worthy  knight/ 
Whan  he  had  brought  hem  into  his  citee^ 
And  inned  hem  everich  at  his  degree. 
He  fefteth  hem,  and  doth  fo  gret  labour  ,1 

To  efen  hem,  and  don  hem  all  honour,  \ 

That  yet  men  wenen  that  no  mannes  wit 
Of  non  eftat  ne  coud  amenden  it. 
The  minftralcle,  the  fcrvice  at  the  feftcgi,  J 

The  grctc  ycftes  to  the  moft  and  lefte. 
The  riche  array  of  Thcfcus  paleis, 
Ne  who  fate  firft  he  laft  upon  the  deis^  ^ 

What  ladies  fayreft  ben  or  beft  dancings  ( 

Or  which  of  hem  can  carole  beft  or  fing, 
Ne  who  n^oft  felingly  fpeketh  of  love, 
What  haukcs  fitten  on  the  perche  above. 
What  honndes  liggen  on  the  floor  adoun^ 
Of  all  this  now  make  I  no  mehtioun. 
But  of  the  eftcd,  that  thinketh  me  the  bede ; 
Now  Cometh  the  point,  and  hcrkeneth  if  you  le{U# 

The  Sonday  nighte  or  day  began  to  fpringi 
Whan  Palamon  the  larkc  herde  fing. 
Although  it  n*ere  not  day  by  houres  two. 
Yet  fang  the  larke,  and  Palamon  right  tho 
With  holy  herte,  and  with  an  high  corage 
He  i'ofe,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrimage 
Unto  the  bliisful  Cithcrea  benigne, 
I  mene  Venus,  honourable  and  digne. 
And  in  hire  houre  he  walketh  forth  a  pai 
Unto  the  liftes,  ther  hire  temple  was. 
And  doun  he  kneleth.  and  withhumhle  chcre 
And  herte  fore  he  fayae  as  ye  (hnl  here  : 

Fayreft  of  fayre,  o  lady  min  Venus, 
Daughter  to  Jove,  and  fpoufe  of  Vulcanus^ 
Thou  glader  of  the  Mount  of  Citheron  1 
For  thilke  love  thou  haddeft  to  Adon» 
Have  pitec  on  my  bitter  teres  (mert. 
And  take  myn  humble  prair  at  thin  herte* 

Alas !  I  ne  have  no  langage  to  tell 
The  effede  ne  the  torment  of  min  hell ; 
Min  herte  mav  min  harmes  not  bcwrey  5 
I  am  ib  confvjc  that  1  cannot  fay  : 

Bij 


fld 


THE.KNIGHTES    TALE. 


But  mercy,  lady  tright !  that  knowefl  Ivele 

My  thought,  and  fccfl  what  harmcs  that  I  felc  : 

Confidcr  all  this,  and  rue  upon  my  fore. 

As  wifly  as  I  flial  for  evermore 

Emforth  my  might  thy  trcwe  fcrvant  be. 

And  holden  wcrre  alway  with  chailite ; 

That  make  I  min  avow  fo  ye  me  hclpe, 

1  kcpc  nought  of  armes  for  to  yclpc, 

Ne  axe  1  nat  to-morwe  to  have  vidoric, 

Ne  renoun  in  this  cas,  ne  vainc  glorie 

Of  pris  of  armes,  blowen  up  and  doun, 

But  I  wold  have  fully  poircflioun 

Of  Emclic,  and  die  in  her  fcrvifc ; 

Find  thou  the  manere  how,  and  in  what  wife. 

1  rckke  not  but  it  nuy  better  be 

To  have  viAorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me 

£o  that  I  have  my  lady  in  min  armes ; 

For  though  fo  be  that  Mars  is  god  of  Armes, 

Your  vcrtuc  is  fo  grete  in  hcven  above, 

That  if  you  lifte  I.flial  \ifcl  have  my  love. 

Thy  temple  wol  I  worihip  ever  mo. 

And  on  thin  auter,  wher  I  ride  or  go, 

1  wol  don  ficrifice,  and  fires  bete. 

And  if  ye  wol  not  fo,  my  lady  fwete ! 

Than  pray  1  you  to-morwe  with  a  fpcrc 

That  Arcita  mc  thurgh  the  hcrte  here  ; 

Than  rekke  I  not  when  I  have  loft  my  lif 

Though  t:hat  Arcita  win  hire  to  his  wif. 

This  is  the  effede  and  ende  of  ray  praicre, 

Ycve  me  my  love  thou  blifsful  lady  derc  1 

When  the  orifon  was  don  of  Polamon 
His  facrifice  he  did,  and  that  anon, 
Ful  pitoufly,  with  allc  circumftances, 
All  tell  I  not  as  hoYf  his  obf<  rvanccs. 
But  at  the  laft  the  ftatue  of  Venus  fhokc. 
And  made  a  fignc  whereby  that  he  toke 
That  his  praierc  accepted  was  that  day ; 
For  though  the  fignc  fhcwcd  a  delay. 
Yet  wift  he  wel  that  granted  was  his  bone. 
And  with  glad  hcrte  he  went  him  home  ful  fone. 

The  thridde  hour  inequal  that  Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  gon. 
Up  rofc  the  fonne,  and  up  rofc  Emelle, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Diane  gan  hie. 
Hire  maydens  that  flie  thider  with  hire  ladde 
Ful  redily  with  hem  the  fire  they  hadde, 
Th*  encenfe,  the  clothes,  and  the  rnncnant  all. 
That  to  the  facrifice  longen  /hall. 
The  homes  ful  of  mcde,  as  was  the  gife  ; 
Ther  lakked  nought  to  don  hire  facrififcv 
Smoking  the  temple,  ful  of  clothes  fayre. 
This  Emelie  with  herte  debonairc 
Hire  body  wetlhe  with  water  of  a  well. 
But  how  fhe  did  hire  ri^c  I  dare  not  teU, 
^ut  it  be  any  thing  in  general. 
And  yet  jt  were  a  game  to  heren  all ; 
To  him  that  mencth  wel  it  n*ere  no  charge  i 
But  it  is  good  a  man  to  ben  at  large. 
Hire  bright  here  kembed  was,  untrefled  aH  j 
A  corotn^  of  a  grenc  okc  cerial 
Upon  hire  bed  was  fet  ful  fayre  and  mete  ; 
Two  fires  on  the  auter  gan  Ihe  bete. 
And' did  hire  thinges  as  men  may  bdioldj, 
Id  8tacc  of  Thebes,  asd  thcfe  bokes  old. 


Whan  kindled  was  the  fire,  with  pitons  chere  ' 
Unto  Diane  (he  fpoke  as  ye  may  here  : 

O  chafte  goddclfe  of  the  wodes  grene. 
To  whom  both  heven,  and  erthc,  and  fce^isfene, 
Quenc  of  the  regne.of  Pluto  der^  and  lowe, 
Goddefle  of  maydens,  that  min  herte  haft  knowc 
Ful  many  a  yere,  and  woll  what  I  dcfire, 
As  kepc  me  fro  thy  vengeance  and  thin  ire, 
That  Atteon  aboughtc  cruelly ! 
Chaft  goddeiTe !  wel  woteft  thou  that  I 
Defire  to  ben  a  maydcn  al!  my  lif, 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  wif : 
I  am  (thou  wofl)  yet  of  thy  corapagnie, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  venerie. 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde. 
And  not  to  ben  a  wif  and  be  with  chitde ; 
Nought  wol  i  knowen  compagnie  of  man ; 
Now  helpe  me.  Lady,  fith  you  may  and  can. 
For  though  three  formes  that  thou  haft  in  thee  r 
And  PalamoD  that  hath  fwidie  love  to  mc, 
And  eke  Arcitc,  that  loveth  me  fo  fore. 
This  grace  I  praie  thee  withouten  more. 
As  fende  love  and  pees  betwix  cm  two, 
And  fro  me  tome  away  hir  hertes  fo. 
That  all  hir  bote  love  and  hir  deCre, 
And  all  hir  befy  torment  and  hir  fire 
Be  queinte,  or  tomed  in  another  p^cc. 
And  if  fo  be  thou  wolt  not  do  me  grace. 
Or  if  my  deftinee  be  (hapen  fo 
That  I  (hal  nedes  have  on  of  hem  twr. 
As  fcndc  me  him  that  moft  defireth  me. 

Beholde,  goddeffe  of  dene  Chaftite, 
The  bitter  teres  that  on  my  chekes  fall : 
Sin  thou  art  mayde,  and  keper  of  us  all. 
My  maydenhede  thou  kepe  and  well  confcrvc. 
And  while  I  live  a  mayde  I  wol  thee  fervc. 

The  fires  brenne  upon  the  auter  dere 
While  Emelie  was  thus  in  hire  pfaicrc, 
But  fodenly  ftie  iaw  a  fighte  queinte ; 
For  right  anon  en  of  the  fires  quiente 
And  quiked  again,  and  after  that  anon 
That  other  fire  was  queinte  and  all  agon, 
^  And  as  it  queinte  it  made  a  whifteling 
As  don  thefe  brondes  wet  in  hir  brenning ;, 
And  at  the  brondes  ende  outran  anon 
As  it  were  blody  dropes  many  on  ; 
For  which  fo  fore  agaft  was  Emelie, 
That  (he  was  wel  neigh  mad,  and  gan  to  ale,. 
For  fhe  ne  wifte  what  it  fignified. 
But  only  for  the  fere  thus  ftic  cried 
And  wept,  that  it  was  pitce  for  to  here. 

And  there  withall  Diane  gan  appcfc 
With  bowe  in  bond,  right  as  an  hunterfflV, 
And  fayde,Doughter,  Sint  thin  hcvincflc.  * 
Among  the  goddes  highc  it  is  affcrmcd, 
And  by  eterne  wo^d  written  and  confcrmcd^ 
Thou  (halt  be  wedded  unto  on  of  tho 
That  ban  for  thee  fo  mochel  care  and  wo. 
But  unto  which  of  hem  I  may  not  tell. 
Farewcl,  for  here  I  may  no  longer  dwell ; 
The  fires  which  that  on  min  auter  brenne 
Shal  thee  declaren  er  that  thou  go  hennc 
Thin  aventnre  of  love  as  in  this  cas. 
Aad  with  that  word  the  arwcs  in  the  cat 
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T)S  the  god Jcflc  cktteren  faft  and  ring, 
Aod  forth  (he  went  and  made  a  vaniihingy 
For  which  thi«  Emclie  aftooied  was. 
And  Ujde,  What  amonntcth  thit,  alas  \ 
1  ptitte  me  in  thy  prote^on 
Diane,-  and  in  thy  difpoiition. 
And  home  ihe  goth  anon  the  nexte  way* 
This  is  the  cffede ;  ther  n'is  no  more  to  fay. 

The  nexte  hoore  of  Mars  folwing  this 
Ardte  unto  the  temple  walked  is 
Of  fierce  Mars,  to  don  his  iacrifife 
With  all  the  rites  of  his  payen  wife. 
With  pdtous  herte  and  higlvdevotion 
ilight  thus  to  Mars  he  layde  his  orifon  : 

0  fkroDgt  God,  that  in  the  reenes  cold 
Of  Trace  honoured  art,  and  lord  yhold. 
And  hail  in  erery  regne  and  evc0^  lond 
Of  armes  all  the  bridel  in  thin  hond. 
And  hem  fortuneft  as  thee  U£t  devife. 
Accept  of  me  my  pitoos  facrifi/e  * 

If  fo  be  that  my  youthe  may  defcrve. 
And  that  my  might  he  worthy  for  to  fcrvc 
Thy  godhe<^  that  I  may  ben  on  of  thine. 
Than  praic  I  thee  to  rewe  i^n  my  pine. 
For  thiike  peine  and  thiike  bote  fire 
In  which  thon  whilom  Srendcil  for  delire 
'Y'hanne  that  thoo  ufedeft  the  beautce 
Of  fiiyre  yonge  Venus  frefhe  and  free. 
And  haddcft  hire  in  armes  at  thy  wiUe; 
Although  the  ones  on  a  time  misfille, 
ViThcn  Vulcanus  had  caught  thee  in  his  las. 
And  fond  thee  ligging  by  his  wif,  ;ilas ! 
For  thiike  forwe  that  was  tho  in  thin  herte 
Have  renthe  as  wel  upon  my  peines  fmcrte. 

1  am  yonge  and  unkoaning  as  thon  woft, 
And,  as  I  trow,  with  love  offended  moft 
That  ever  was  ony  lives  creature ; 

For  (he  that  doth  me  all  this  wo  endure 
Ne  recccth  never  whether  I  finke  or  ftete ; 
And  wel  I  wot  or  flic  me  mercy  bete 
Ijmoile  with  flrengthe  win  hire  in  the  |^e; 
And  wel  I  wot  withouten  helpe  or  grace 
Of  thee  ne  may  ray  ibengthc  not  availle ; 
Than  helpe  me.  Lord,  to-morwe  in  my  batailk. 
For  thiike  fire  that  whilom  brenned  thee. 
As  wel  as  that  this  fire  now  brenneth  me. 
And  do,  thai  I  to-morwe  may  ban  vidorie : 
Min  be  the  travaille  and  thin  be  the  glorio. 
Thy  fovetaine  temple  wol  I  moil  honourca 
Of  ony  place,  and  alway  moil  labouren 
b  thy  plcfance  and  in  thy  craftes  ftrong ; 
And  in  thy  temple  I  wol  my  baner  hong. 
And  all  the  armes  of  my  compagnie,' 
And  evermore  until  that  day  I  <&e 
£t£nic  fire  I  wol  beforoe  thee  find ; 
And  eke  to  this  avow  I  wol  be  bind. 
My  herd,  my  here  that  haageth  long  adoun. 
That  nrrer  yet  felt  non  offoafioun 
Of  raibnr  ne  of  ihere  I  wol  thee  yere. 
And  ben  thy  trewe  icrvant  while  I  live. 
Now,  Lord,  have  reuthe  upon  my  forwes  fore ; 
Tere  me  the  viAorie  ;  I  axe  thee  no  more. 

The  praicr  ilint  of  Arcit«vthe  ilroage. 
The  ringes  on  the  temple  dorc  that  honge. 
And  eke  the  dores,  clatterden  ful  fail, 
Df  which  Arciu  i^what  him  agail. 


l^e  fires  brent  upon  the  auter  bright 
That  it  gan  all  the  temple  for  to  light ; 
A  fwote  Imell  anon  the  ground  up  yaf. 
And  Arcita  anon  his  hond  up  haf. 
And  more  enfcenfe  into  the  fire  he  call. 
With  other  rites  rao,  and  at  the  lail 
The  ftatue  of  Mars  bcg2.n  his  hauberke  ring, 
And  with  that  foun  he  herd  a  murmuring 
Ful  low  and  dim,  that  faid  thus,  Vidorie  ; 
For  which  he  yaf  to  Mars  honour  and  giorie. 

And  thus  with  joye  and  hope  wel  to  fare 
Arcite  anon  unto  his  inne  is  fare 
As  fayn  as  foul  is  of  the  brightc  fonne. 

And  right  anon  fwiche  Urif  ther  is  begonnp 
For  thiike  granting  in  the  heven  above 
Betwixen  Venus  the  goddefle  of  Love, 
And  Mars  the  (lerne  god  Armipptcnt, 
That  Jupiter  was  befy  it  to  flent, 
Til  that  the  pale  Satumus  the  Colde, 
That  knew  fo  many  of  aventures  oldc. 
Fond  in  his  oldc  experience  and  art 
That  he  ful  fone  hatli  plefed  every  part. 
As  footh  is  fayd,  elde  hath  gret  avantage ; 
In  elde  is  both  wiidom  and  ufage  ; 
Men  may  the  old  out-recnc  but  not  out-rede. 

Satume  anon,  to  dentin  ilrif  and  drcde. 
Albeit  that  it  is  again  his  kind,  | 
Of  all  this  ikif  he  gan  a  remedy  find. 

My  derc  doughtere  Vpnm !  quod  Satume, 
My  cours  that  hath  fo  wide  for  to  turne 
Hath  more  power  than  wot  any  man. 
Min  is  the  drenching  in  the  fee  fo  wan, 
Min  is  the  prifon  in  the  derke  cote, 
Min  is  the  ilrangel  and  hanging  by  the  throt«g 
The  mnrmure,  void  the  cherles  rebelling. 
The  groyning,  and  the  prive  empoyibning. 
I  do  vengeance  and  pleine  corredion 
While  I  dwell  in  the  figne  of  the  Leon. 
Min  is  the  ruine  of  the  highe  halles, 
1  he  falling  of  the  toures  and  of  the  waller 
Upon  the  minour  or  the  carpenter ; 
I  flew  Samibn  in  ihaking  the  piler. 
Min  ben  aHb  the  maladies  colde. 
The  dorke  trefons  and  the  cailes  olde  : 
My  loking  is  the  fader  of  Peililencc. 
Now  wcpc  no  more,  I  ibal  do  diligence 
That  Palamon,  that  is  thin  owen  knight, 
Shal  have  his  lady,  as  thou  hall  him  bight. 
Thogh  Mars  ibal  help  bis  knight  yet  natkek^ 
Betwixen  you  ther  mot  fomctime  be  pees  3 
All  be  ye  not  of  o  complexion 
That  caufcth  aU  day  fwiche  divifion. 
I  am  thin  ayel,  redy  at  thy  vnll ; 
Wepe  now  no  more,  I  fhadl  thy  luft  fulfill. 
Now  wol  I  Henten  of  the  goddes  above. 
Of  Mars  and  of  Venus  roddefic  of  Love, 
And  telle  n  you  as  plaimy  as  I  can 
The  gfet  e£Fied  for  which  that  I  began. 

Gret  was  the  feile  in  Athenes  thUke  day. 
And  eke  the  luf^y  fefon  of  that  May 
Made  every  wight  to  ben  in  fwiche  ple&nce, 
That  all  that  Monday  juilen  they  and  daoce^ 
And  fpcnden  it  in  Venus  hiirhe  icrtife ; 
But  by  the  cmik  that  they  mulden  rif^ 
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JSrly  a-morwe  for  to  fccn  the  fight, 
Unto  hir  rtftc  wenten  thqr  at  night. 
And  on  the  morwe  whan  the  day  gan  fpring 
Of  horsand  harneis  noife  and  clattering 
Ther  was  in  the  hoilelries  all  aboutc, 
And  to  the  paleis  rode  ther  many  a  route 
Of  lordes  upon  ftedes  and  palfreis. 

Thcrmayeft  thou  fee  dcvifing  of  harneis 
So  uncouth  and  fo  riche,  and  wrought  fo  wcle 
Of  goldfmithry,  of  brouding  and  of  ftele ; 
The  (heldcs  brighte,  tel^eres,  and  trappures, 
Gold-hewen  hchnesyhauberkes,  cote  arznures ; 
Lordce  in  parementes  on  hir  courferes, 
Knightes  of  rctenue,  and  eke  fquieres. 
Nailing  the  fperes,  and  hehnes  bokeling. 
Guiding  of  flieldc?,  with  lainers  lacing  j 
Ther  as  nede  is  they  wercn  nething  idel : 
The  fomy  iledes  on  the  golden  bridel 
Gnawing,  and  faft  the  armures  alfo 
"With  file  and  hanuner  priking  to  and  fro ; 
Yemen  on  foot,  and  communes  many  on 
With  {hortc  (laves,  thicke  as  they  may  gon  ; 
Pipes,  trompes,nakeres,  and  clariounes. 
That  in  the  batt^lle  blowen  blody  founes  ; 
The  paleis  ful  of  peple  up  and  doun, 
Here  three,  ther  ten,  holding  hir  queftioun, 
Beviningof  thefe  Theban  knightes  two, 
Som  fayden  thus,  fom  fayde  it  fliall  be  fo ; 
Som  helden  with  him  with  the  blacke  herd, 
Som  with  the  balled,  fom  with  the  thick  herd ; 
Som  iaide  he  loked  grim,  and  woldc  fighte ; 
He  hath  a  fparth  of  twenty  pound  of  wighte. 

Thus  was  the  halle  full  of  devining 
Long  after  that  the  fonne  gan  up  fpring. 
The  gret  Thefeus  that  of  his  flepe  is  waked 
With  mindralcie  and  noife  that  wak  maked, 
Held  yet  th«  chambre  of  his  paleis  riche. 
Til  that  the  Theb^  knightes  bothe  ylichc 
Honoured  were,  and  to  3ie  paleis  fettc. 

Duk  Thefeus  is  at  a  window  fcUe. 
Araied  right  as  he  were  a  god  hi  tronc : 
The  peple  prefttli  thiderward  ful  fonc. 
Him  for  to  feen  and  don  high  reverence. 
And  eke  to  hcrken  his  hefte  and  his  fentence. 

An  hcraud  on  a  fcafTold  made  an  O, 
Til  that  the  noife  of  the  peple  was  ydo, 
And  whan  he  faw  the  peple  of  noife  al  ftiU 
Thus  fhcyred  he  the  mighty  dukes  wiU. 

The  lord  hath  of  his  high  difcretion 
Confidered  that  it  were  definition 
To  gentil  blood  to  fighten  in  the  gife 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  this  emprife ; 
Wherefore  to  fhapen  that  they  ihulnot  die, 
He  wol  his  firile  purpos  modifie. 

No  man  therefore,  up  peine  of  lofie  of  lif, 
N  o  maner  (hot  ne  poUax  ne  (hort  knif 
Into  the  liftcs  fend  or  thider  bring, 
Ne  fliort  fwerd  for  to  (like  with  point  biting. 
No  man  ne  draw  ne  here  it  by  his  fide ; 
Ne  no  man  flial  unto  his  felaw  ride 
But  o  cours,  with  a  (harpe  ygrounden  fpere ; 
Foin  if  him  lift  on  foot,  himfclf  to  were  : 
And  he  that  is  at  mefchief  (hal  be  take, 
^d  not  flaioe,  but  be  brought  u^ito  the  ft^ke 
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That  ihal  ben  ordeined  on  eyther  dde  ] 

Thider  he  fhal  by  force,  and  ther  abide : 

And  if  fo  fall  the  cbevctain  be  take 

On  eyther  fide,  or  elles  ileth  his  make, 

No  longer  ihal  the  tourneying  ylaft. 

God  fpede  you ;  goth  forth  and  lay  on  faft  : 

With  longe  fwerd  and  with  mafe  fighteth  your  fiil| 

Goth  now  your  way ;  this  is  the  lordes  wilL 

The  vois  of  the  peple  touched  to  the  heven, 
Se  loude  crieden  they  with  mery  fteven, 
God  fiive  fwiche  a  lord  that  is  fo  good. 
He  wilncth  no  deftru^oo  of  blood. 

Up  gon  the  trompes  and  the  mclodie,. 
And  to  the  liftes  rit  the  compagnie 
By  ordinance,  thurghout  the  cite  large. 
Hanged  with  cloth  of  gold  and  not  with  farge* 
Ful  like  a  lord  this  noble  duk  gan  ride, 
And  thefe  twoThebans  upon  eyther  fide. 
And  after  rode  the  quene  and  Emelie, 
And  after  that  another  compagnie 
Of  on  and  other  after  hir  degree ; 
And  thus  they  pafteo  thurghout  the  dtee^ 
And  to  the  liftes  comen  they  be  time ; 
It  n*as  not  of  the  day  yet  fully  prime. 

Whan  fet  was  Thefeus  ful  riche  and  hie, 
Ipolita  the  quene,  and  Emelie, 
And  other  ladies  in  degrees  aboute,  * 

Unto  the  fetes  prefeth  all  the  route. 
And  weftward  thureh  the  gat«s  under  Mart 
Arcite,  and  eke  the  hundred  of  his  part, 
With  baner  red,  is  entred  right  anon ; 
And  in  the  fclve  moment  Palamon 
Is,  under  Venus,  eftward  in  the  place, 
With  baner  white,  and  hardy  chere  and  face. 
In  all  the  world  to  feken  up  and  doun. 
So  even  without  variatioun 
Ther  n*ere  fwiche  compagnies  never  twcy  ;^ 
For  ther  was  non  fo  wife  that  conde  fey 
That  apy  hadde  of  other  avantage 
Of  worthinefle,  ne  of  eftat  ne  age. 
So  eyen  were  they  chofen  for  to  geflc : 
And  in  two  renges  fayre  they  hem  drefle* 
Whan  that  hir  names  red  were  evrrich  on. 
That  in  her  nombre  gile  were  ther  non, 
Th«  were  the  gates  fliette,  and  cried  vras  loudr. 
Do  now  your  dlsvoir,  yonge  knightes  proude.   . 

The  heraudes  left  hir  priking  up  ana  doan« 
Now  ringin  trompes  loud  and  clarioun. 
Ther  it  no  more  to  fay,  but  eft  and  weft 
In  gon  the  fperes  fadly  in  the  reft ; 
In  goth  the  fliarpe  fporc  into  the  fide  : 
Ther  f(fe  men  who  can  jufte  and  who  can  ride  i 
Ther  ftiiveren  fliaftes  upon  ftieldes  thicke ; 
He  Icleth  thurgh  the  herte  fponc  the  pricke  s 
Up  fpringcn  fperes  twenty  foot  on  highte  ; 
Out  gon  the  fwerdes  as  the  filver  brighte : 
The  heimes  they  to-hewen  and  to-ftirede ; 
Out  breft  the  blod  with  fteme  ftremes  rede : 
With  mighty  maces  the  bones  they  to-brefte ; 
He  thurgh  the  thickcft  of  the  throng  gan  threfte  ; 
Ther  ftomblen  ftedes  ftrong,  and  doun  goth  all  s 
He  rolleth  under  foot  as  doth  a  ball : 
He  foineth  on  his  foo  with  a  tronchoun. 
And  he  him  hurtlcth  with  Jiishors  adoun  \ 
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He^nrgli  the  body  it  hurt,  and  fith  ytake 
Blaiig;re  hit  bed,  and  brought  unto  the  ftake. 
As  fwword  -wat,  risht  ther  he  muH  abide ; 
Another  hd  it  on  mat  other  fide : 
Aodfomtime  doth  hem  Thefeus  to  reft, 
Hon  to  rc£rclh  and  drinken  if  hem  ieiL 

Fol  oft  a  day  ban  thilke  Thebanet  two 
Togeder  met  and  wrought  eche  other  wo : 
Unhorfed  hath  eche  other  of  hem  twey. 
Ther  D*at  no  tigrc  in  the  vale  ef  Galaphey, 
Whan  that  hire  whelpe  it  ftole  whan  it  it  lite. 
So  cruel  on  the  hunt  at  it  Arcite 
For  jakou  herte  upon  thit  Palamon ; 
Ne  in  Bclmarie  ther  n*it  fo  feU  lean 
That  hunted  it,  or  for  hit  hunger  wood. 
He  of  hit  prey  deiireth  fo  the  blood. 
At  Palamon  to  fleen  hit  foo  Arcite  : 
The  jaloot  ftroket  on  hir  helmet  bite ; 
Out  renneth  blood  on  both  her  iidct  rede. 

Somtime  an  ende  ther  it  of  every  dede ; 
For  er  the  fonne  unto  the  refte  went 
The  ftroDg  King  Emetrius  gan  bent 
Thit  Palamon,  at  he  fought  with  Arcite, 
And  made  hit  fwerd  depe  in  hit  fleih  to  bite  ; 
And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Unyoldeo,  and  ydrawen  to  the  ftake  : 
And  in  the  reicout  of  thit  Palamon 
The  ftrongc  King  Licurge  it  borne  adoun ; 
And  King  Emetriut  for  all  hit  ftrengthe 
Is  borne  out  of  hit  (adel  a  fwerdet  lengthe. 
So  hitte  him  Palamon  or  he  were  take  : 
But  all  for  nought,  he  wat  brought  to  the  ftake ; 
His  hardy  heru  might  him  helpen  naught ; 
He  mofte  abiden  whan  that  he  wat  caught 
By  force  and  eke  by  compofition. 

Who  (brweth  now  but  woful  Pahunon, 
That  mofte  no  more  gon  again  to  fight  i 
And  whan  that  Thefeut  ha^  fcen  that  fight 
Unto  the  folk  that  foughten  thut  eche  od 
He  cried.  Ho!  no  more,  for  it  it  don, 
I  wol  be  trewe  juge  and  not  partie. 
Arcite  of  Thebet  ihal  have  Emclie, 
That  by  hit  fortune  hath  hire  fayrc  ywonnc, 

Aoon  ther  it  a  noiic  of  pcple  begoone 
For  joye  of  thit  lb  loud  and  hjgh  withall 
It  ficemed  that  the  liftet  (hulden  fall. 

What  can  now  fayre  Vcnut  done  above  ? 
What  (aith  (he  now  ?  what  doth  thit  queue  of  ^vc 
But  wepeth  fo  for  wanting  of  hire  will 
Til  that  hire  teres  in  the  liftes  fill : 
She  £iydc,  I  am  aihamed  douteleet. 

Satumus  laydc,  Daughter,  hold  thy  pees : 
Mars  hath  hit  will,  hit  knight  hath  all  hit  bone« 
And  by  min  bed  thou  Ibalt  ben  cfed  fonc. 

The  tnuQpouret  with  the  loud  minftralcie, 
The  heraudet,  that  fo  loude  yell  and  crie, 
Ben  in  1^  joye  for  wele  of  Pan  Arcite, 
But  herkeneth  me,  and  ftenteth  noife  a  lite, 
Whiche  a  miracle  ther  befell  anon. 

Thit  fierce  Arcite  hath  of  hit  behne  ydon, 
And  on  a  courfer  for  to  (hew  hit  face 
He  priketh  endelong  the  large  place, 
Loking  upward  upon  thit  Emelie, 
4od  (be  a^w  him  afi.  a  frmdlich  eye, 


(For  women,  at  to  .^  .ken  in  commune, 
1  hey  folwcn  all  th.  lavour  of  Fortune) 
And  was  all  his  in  cherc  as. his  in  herte. 
Out  of  the  ground  a  Fury  infernal  fterte. 
From  Pluto  fent,  at  requefte  of  Satume, 
For  which  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  turne. 
And  lepte  afide,  and  foundred  as  he  lepej 
And  er  that  Arcite  may  take  any  kepe 
He  pight  him  on  the  pomel  of  his  hed. 
That  in  the  place  he  lay  as  he  were  de  i. 
His  breft  to-broften  with  hit  fadel  bow ; 
At  blake  he  lay  as  any  cole  or  crow. 
So  was  the  blood  yronnen  in  his  face. 

Anon  he  was  ybome  out  of  the  place. 
With  herte  fore,  to  Thcfcus  paleis : 
Tho  was  he  corven  out  of  his  harneis. 
And  in  a  bed  ybrought  ful  fayre  and  blive^ 
For  he  was  yet  in  memorie  and  live. 
And  alway  crying  after  Emelie. 
Duk  Thefeus  with  all  his  compagn!e 
Is  comeo  home  to  Athens  his  citee 
With  alle  blilTe  and  gret  folempnite. 
\1  be  it  that  thisaventure  wat  falle 
He  n*olde  not  difcomforten  hem  alle. 
Men  fayden  eke  that  Arcite  (hal  not  die, 
He  (hal  ben  heled  of  his  maladie. 
And  of  another  thing  they  were  asfayn. 
That  of  hem  alle  was  ther  non  yflain, 
Al  were  they  fore  yhurt,  and  namely  on. 
That  with  a  fpere  was  thirled  his  breft  bone« 
To  other  woundes  and  to  broken  armes 
Som  hadden  falves  and  fome  hadden  rturmet; 
And  (ermacles  of  hcrbes,  and  eke  (avc 
They  dronken,  for  they  wold  hir  lives  have ; 
For  which  thit  noble  duk,  as  he  wel  can, 
Comforteth  and  honoureth  every  maUi 
And  made  revel  all  the  longe  night 
Unto  the  ftrange  lordes,  as  was  right. 
Ne  ther  n*as  holden  no  difcomforting 
But  as  at  juftcs  or  a  tourneying ; 
For  fothly  ther  n*at  no  difconofiture. 
For  falling  n*it  not  but  an  aveoture : 
Ne  to  be  lad  by  force  unto  a  ftake 
Unyolden,  and  with  twenty  knightes  take, 
O  perfon  all  alone,  withouten  mo. 
And  haried  forth  by  aritles,  foot,  and  too. 
And  eke  his  ftedc  driven  forth  with  ftaves. 
With  footmen,  botbe  yemen  and  eke  knaves^ 
It  was  arctted  him  no  vilanie ; 
Ther  may  no  man  clepen  it  cowardie. 
For  which  anon  Duk  Thefeus  let  crie. 
To  ftenten  alle  rancour  and  envie. 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  fide  as  of  other, 
And  eyther  fide  ylike,  as  others  brother ; 
And  yave  hem  giftes  after  hir  degree. 
And  helde  a  fefte  fully  dayes  three  s 
And  conveyed  the  kingev  worthily 
Out  of  his  toun  a  joumee  largely ; 
And  home  went  every  man  the  rightc  way ; 
Ther  n*as  no  more  but  Farewel,  Have  good  day. 
Of  this  bataille  I  wol  no  more  endite, 
But  fpeke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 

Swelleth  the  breft  of  Arcite,  and  the  fore 
Encreieth  at  hi»  herte  more  and  more. 
BiU] 
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The  clotercd  bloo4  for  any  Icchc-craft 
Corrunipeth,  and  i»  in  his  Jjoukc  ylaft. 
That  neyther  vcinc-blood  nc  vcntoufmg, 
Ne  drinke  of  hcrbes,  may  ben  his  helping. 
The  vcTtue  cxpnlfif  or  animal, 
IProthiikc  v  rtuc  clepQcJ  natural, 
Ne  may  the  vcnimc  voiden  nc  cxpell ; 
The  pipes  of  his  longes  gan  to  fwell, 
And  every  lacerte  in  his  brcft  adoun 
Is  Ihent  with  venimc  and  corniptioun. 
Jiini  gaineth  neyther  for  to  get  his  lif 
Vomit  upward  ne  dounward  laxatif : 
All  is  to-broftcn  thilke  region ; 
Nature  hath  now  no  domination  : 
And  certainly  ther  nature  wol  not  werche. 
Farewel  phyfikc;  go  here  the  man  to  cherchc. 
This  is  all  and  fohi,  that  Arcite  mode  die ; 
For\.'hich  he  fendcth  after  Emelic, 
And  ralaraon,that  was  hiscofm  dere; 
Than  fayd  he  thus,  as  yr  fhuln  afier  here. 

Nought  may  the  woful  fpirit  in  myn  hcrtc 
Declare  o  point  of  all  my  forwcs  fmertc         ' 
To  you  my  la Jy,  that  I  love  moft, 
But  I  bcquethe  the  fervice  of  my  goft 
To  you  aboTcn  every  creature, 
Sin  that  my  lit'nc  may  no  Icnger  dure. 

/\Iai-  the  wo  !  alas  the  pcines  ftrong. 
That  I  for  you  have  fuffered,  and  fo  longc  \ 
Alas  the  deth !  alas  min  Emelie  ! 
Alas  departing  of  our  compagnie ! 
Alas  min  hertea  queue !  alas  my  wif ! 
Min  hertes  bdie,  ender  of  my  lif! 
What  is  this  world  ?  wHat  axen  men  to  Iiavc  ? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  colde  grave 
Alone,  witlioutcn  any  compagnie. 
Farewel  my  fwcte,  farewel  min  Emelic  ! 
And  fofte  take  mc  in  your  armes  twey 
For  love  of  God,  and  herkeneth  vhat  I  fey. 

I  have  here  with  my  cofin  Palamon 
.Had  Ilrif  and  rancour  many  a  day  agon 
fjT  love  of  you,  and  fnr  my  jaloufie ; 
And  Jupiter  fo  wis  my  foulc  gie, 
To  fpckcn  of  a  fcrrant  proprely. 
With  allc  clrcumflances  trewely, 
That  is  to  fayn,  trouth,  honour,  and  knighthcdc, 
Wifdom,  humbleffe,  eftat,  and  high  kinrede, 
Frw-'domj-and  all  that  longc th  to  that  art. 
So  Jupiter  hate  o^  my  foule  part, 
As  in  this  world  riglu  now  ne  know  1  non 
So  worthy  tobe  loved  as  Palamon, 
That  ferveth  you,  and  wol  don  all  his  lif; 
And  if  that  ever  ye  ftial  ben  a  wif,  . 
Foryete  not  Palamon,  the  gentil  man. 

And  with  that  word  his  fpechc  fairc  began  ; 
For  from  hii»  feet  up  to  his  brefl  was  come 
The  cold  of  deth  that  had  him  ovcrnome ; 
And  yet  moreover  in  his  armes  two 
The  vital  ftrcngth  is  loft  and  all  ago; 
Only  the  intellcd,  withoutcn  more. 
That  dv.'elk'd  in  h,s  hcrte  fikc  and  fore, 
Gan  faillcn  whan  the  hcrtc  ftlte  deth  ;• 
Dufkcd  his  cycn  two,  and  lallled  his  brcth : 
But  on  his  ladie  yet  cafl  he  his  eye ;  ; 

I  lis  laftc  word  was,  Msrcy,  Emelie  ! 


His  fpirit  changed  hous,  and  wcnte  their 

As  1  cam  never  I  cannat  tellen  whei  \ 

Therfore  I  ftent,  I  am  no  diviniftre ; 

Of  foules  find  f  not  in  this  rcgiftre  : 

Ne  me  lull  not  th*  opinions  to  telle 

Of  hem,  though  that  they  written  wherthcy  dwelle, 

Arcite  is  cold,  ther  Mars  his  foule  gie. 

Now  wol  I  fpeken  forth  of  Emelie. 

Sbright  Emelie,  and  houleth  Paltmon, 
And  Thefcus  his  Oder  tokc  anon 
Swouning,  and  bare  her  from  the  corps  away. 
What  helpeth  it  to  tarien  forth  the  day. 
To  tellen  how  (he  wep  both  even  and  morwe  ? 
For  in  fwiche  cas  wimmen  have  fwiche  forwc. 
Whan  that  hir  houfbonds  btn  fro  hem  ago. 
That  for  the  more  part  they  forwcn  lb, 
Or  dies  fallen  in  fwiche  maladie. 
That  atte  laftc  certainly  they  die. 

Infinite  ben  the  forwcs  and  the  teres 
Of  oldc  folk  and  folk  of  tendre  ycres 
In  all  the  toun  for  deth  of  this  Theban ; 
For  him  ther  wepeth  bothe  child  and  man. ; 
So  gret  a  weping  was  ther  non  certain 
Whan  HeAor  was  ybroUght  all  frefli  yflaiit 
To  Troy :  alas  \  the  pitec  that  vras  there ; 
Cratching  of  chekcs,  rending  ckc  of  here. 
Why  woldeft  thou  be  ded  ?  thifc  women  crie. 
And  haddeft  gold  ynotfgh  and  Emelie. 

No  man  might  gladen  this  Ihik  Thefcus 
Saving  his  oldc  fader  Egeus, 
That  knew  this  worMes  traofinutadon. 
As  he  had  feen  it  chaungen  up  and  doun, 
Joye  after  wo,  and  wo  after  gladneffe,    " 
And  fhewed  him  cnfamplc  and  likcnefle. 

Right  as  ther  died  never  man  (quod  he)- 
That  he  nc  lived  in  erth  in  fom  degree,    ' 
Right  fo  ther  lived  never  man  (he  feyd) 
In  all  this  world  that  foratime  he  ne  deyd  5 
This  world  n*is  but  a  thurghfare  ful  of  wo, 
And  we  ben  pilgrimes  palling  to  and  fro : 
Deth  is  an  end  of  every  worldcs  fore. 

And  over  all  this  yet  faid  he  mochel  more 
To  this  effexJt,  ful  wifely  to  enhort 
The  pcple  that  they  ihuld  hem  rc;:omfort. 

Duk  Thefcus  with  all  his  befy  cure 
He  caftcth  now  wher  that  the  fepulture 
Of  good  Arcite  may  heft  ymakcd  be. 
And  eke  moft  honourable  in  his  degree ;, 
And  at  the  laft  he  toke  conclnfion 
'that  ther  as  firft  Arcite  and  Palamon 
Hadt\en  for  love  the  bataille  hem  betwene, 
1  hat  in  that  felvc  grove,  fote  and  grene, 
TI«;r  as  he  hadde  his  amorous  deilrcs, 
His  complaint,  and  for  love  his  bote  fires. 
He  wolde  make  a  fire,  in  which  the  office 
Of  funeral  he  might  all  accomplife ; 
And  let  anon  commandc  to  hack  and  hewc 
The  okes  old,  and  lay  hem  on  a  rew 
In  culpons,  wel  araied  for  to  brennc. 
His  ofticcrs  with  fwifte  feet  they  renne 
And  ride  anon  at  his  commandcment. 
And  after  this,  this  Thefeus  hath  fent 
After  a  here,  and  it  all  overfpradde 
With  cicth  o'  gold  the  richcft  that  he  hidde^ 
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ial  of  thf  £nM  fmt  be  ckdde  Arcite. 
Upoo  bis  hondes  were  his  gkives  white, 
Eke  00  hU  hed  a  craohe  of  lanrer  greoe, 
Attd  io  his  bond  a  fwerd  ful  bright  and  kene. 
He  hid  him  bore  the  viiage  on  the  here, 
IlKnrkfa  he  wept  that  pitee  was  to  here ; 
And  ibr  the  pcple  ihnlde  teen  him  alle, 
Vrba  it  was  day  he  brought  him  to  the  halle, 
Thit  rorcth  of  die  crying  and  the  foun. 

,Tbo  came  this  wofiil  Thcban  Palamon 
With  fiotery  herd  and  mggy  adhy  heres. 
In  dodies  blakc,  ydroppcd  ail  witii  teres, 
Aoi  (piffiiig  over  of  weping  Emelie) 
T!tf  renfolleft  of  all  the  compagme. 

Aod  io  u  moch  as  the  fenrice  ihuld  be 
7b  Dore  noble  and  riche  in  his  degree, 
I>:kThcfeaskt  forth  three  ftedcs  bring, 
Tkat  trapped  were  in  ftclc  all  glittering, 
Asd  coTcred  wkh  the  armcs  of  Dan  Arcite ; 
^  tke  upon  thefc  (tedes  gret  and  white 
7W  £tfcn  folk,  of  which  on  bare  his  (held, 
Aaocherhis  ijpere  np  in  his  hondes  held ; 
TW  thridde  bare  with  him  his  bow  Tnrkcis, 
Ofkreatgoki  wasthe  cas  and  the  hameis ; 
A^  ridea  forth  a  pas  with  forwefnl  chcre 
Tdwardtbe  grove,  as  ye  Ihtl  after  here. 

Tk  ttoblcft  of  the  Grekes  that  ther  were 
Upoo  Mr  iiiiidres  carrieden  the  here, 
*  nh  flockc  pas,  and  cyen  red  and  wete, 
Ttergboat  the  dtec,  by  the  maifter  ftrite, 
Tkt  %ad  was  all  with  black,  and  wonder  hie 
Right  of  the  £une  is  all  the  ftretc  ywrie. 
Upca  the  right  hand  went  olde  Egeus, 
.Woo  diat  other  fide  Duk  Thcfeos, 
Vkh  tcffcls  in  hir  bond  of  gold  ful  fine, 
.^  ful  of  hony,  milk,  and  blood,  and  wine ; 
iic  PaiamoD  with  fal  gret  compagnic, 
Asd  after  that  came  woful  Emelie 
Wkh  fire  m  hood,  as  was  that  time  the  gife. 
To  doa  the  office  of  funeral  fervicc. 

High  hhoor  and  ful  gret  apparailling 
Wo  at  the  fenrice  of  that  fire  making. 
That  with  his  grene  top  the  heaven  raught, 
And  twenty  fadom  of  brede  the  arme^  ftraught; 
This  is  to  fain,  the  boughcs  wcrefo  brode. 
Of  ht  firik  there  was  hiled  many  a  lode. 

^  how  the  fire  x^zs  maked  up  on  highte, 
Afid  ckc  the  names  how  the  trees  highte, 
Asoke,  fir,  birch,  afpe,  alder,  holm,  poplere, 
WiW,elm,  plane,  alh,  boz,chcftein,  lind,  laurere, 
Mapk,  thorn,  beche,  hafel,  cw,  whipnkre, 
How  they  were  feid,  ihal  not  be  told  for  me ; 
^how  the  goddea  rannen  np  and  d«im 
Dimed  of  hir  habitadoun, 
Ib  which  they  wocieden  in  reft  and  pecs^ 
Nlaphes^  Fgones,  and  Amidriades; 
Kc  how  the  bcilcs  and  the  briddcs  alle 
^'J^^'ka  for  fere  whan  the  wood  gan  faUe ; 
Kchow  the  ground  agaft  was  of  the  light, 
"^was  not  wont  to  fee  the  fonnc  bright ; 
}(c  kow  the  fire  was  couched  firft  with  ftre, 
Aad  Acn  with  drie  ftickcs  cloven  a-tbrc, 
Aid  dan  with  grcnc  wood  and  fpiccric, 
Aad  thao  with  doth  of  gold  and  with  pcrrie. 


»^ 


And  gerlondi  hanging  with  ful  many  a  flour. 
The  micre,  the  encenfe  alfo  with  iwece  odour ; 
Ne  how  Arcita  lay  among  all  this, 
Ne  what  richelTe  about  his  body  is; 
Ne  how  that  Emilie,  as  was  the  gife. 
Put  in  the  fire  of  funeral  fenrice ; 
Ne  how  Ihe  fwouned  whan  (he  made  the  fire, 
Ne  what  (he  Ipake,  ne  what  was  hire  defire ; 
Ne  what  jewelles  men  in  the  fire  cafte. 
Whan  that  the  fire  was  gret  and  brente  fafte ; 
Ne  how  fom  caft  hir  flield  and  fom  hir  fpere. 
And  of  hir  Teftimentes  which  they  were. 
And  cuppes  full  of  wine,  and  mlk,  and  blood. 
Into  the  fire,  that  brent  as  it  were  wood ; 
Ne  how  the  Grekes  with  a  huge  route 
Three  times  riden  all  the  fire  aboute 
Upon  the  left  bond,  vrith  a  loud  fhouting. 
And  thries  with  hir  fperes  clatering. 
And  thries  how  the  ladies  gan  to  crie ; 
Ne  how  that  led  was  homeward  Emelie  ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  aihen  cold  ; 
Ne  how  the  liche-wake  *  was  yhold 
All  thilke  night ;  ne  how  the  Grekes  play  ^ 
The  wake-plaies  ne  kepe  I  not  to  lay ; 
Who  wreflled  beft  naked,  with  oile  enoint, 
Ne  who  thar  bare  him  beft  in  no  disjoint : 
I  woll  not  teilen  eke  how  they  all  gon 
Home  till  Athenes  whan  the  play  is  don. 
But  Ihortly  to  the  poim  now  wol  I  wende, 
And  makcn  of  my  longe  Tale  an  ende. 

By  procelTe  and  by  lengthe  of  certain  yerc% 
All  ftenten  is  the  monming  and  the  teres 
Of  Grekes  by  on  general  alfent : 
Than  femeth  me  ther  was  a  parlement 
At  Athenes  upon  certain  points  and  cas  ; 
Amongcs  the  which  points  yfpoken  was 
To  have  with  certain  contrces  alliance. 
And  have  of  Thebanes  fully  obeilance  : 
For  which  this  noble  Thefeus  anon 
Let  fenden  after  gentil  Palamon. 
Uawift  of  him  wliat  was  the  caufe  and  why  :• 
But  in  his  blacke  clothes  forwefuUy 
He  came  at  his  commandment  on  hie ; 
The  fcnte  Thefeus  for  Emelie. 

Whan  they  were  fet,  and  huftit  was  al  the  place^ 
And  Thefeus  ahiden  hath  a  fpace. 
Or  any  word  came  from  his  wife  breft 
His  eyen  fct  he  ther  as  was  his  left. 
And  with  a  fad  viiage  he  fiked  ftill. 
And  after  that  right  thus  he  fuyd  his  wilL 

The  firfte  Mover  of  the  caufe  above. 
Whan  he  firfte  made  the  fayre  chaine  of  love, 
Gret  was  th*  eifed,  and  high  vtras  his  entent ; 
Well  wift  he  why  and  what  therof  he  nicnt ; 
For  with  that  fayre  chaine  of  love  he  bond 
The  ^e^  the  air,  the  watrc,  and  the  lond. 
In  certain  hondes,  that  they  may  not  flee  : 
That  fame  prince  aad  Mover  eke  (quod  he) 

♦  ThecuftomofwarchlnR  with  dead  bodies  (//ef,  Sxr.,) 
h  probably  very  ancitnt  in  thl»  country.  It  was  abufrd, 
as  ixher  wakc«  and  vic»U  were.  See  I>u  Cange  In  v.  ^'/r- 
I'lliae*  •*  In  vi^HtU  circa  c«)ri>ora  nnortuorufn  vctant'jc 
•'  chnrcac  ct  cant  l-.nac,  fccuUrc"  ludi  ctalU  turpca  ctfa- 
•*  tul.**   SynQd.  fTi^Qm,  an,  ii40«  c.  5. 
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Hath  fiabliflit,  in  this  wretched  world  adoon. 

Certain  of  dayes  and  duration 

To  all  that  are  engendred  in  this  place. 

Over  the  which  day  they  ne  mow  not  pace, 

Al  mow  they  yet  the  dayes  well  abrege. 

Ther  nedeth  non  autoritee  allege. 

For  it  it  preved  by  experience, 

But  that  me  luft  declaren  my  fentence. 

Than  may  men  by  this  ordre  wcl  difceme 

That  thil^e  Mover  iUble  is  and  eteme ; 

Wcl  may  men  knowen,  but  it  be  a  fool. 

That  every  part  deriveth  from  his'hpol ; 

For  Nature  hath  not  taken  his  beginning 

Of  no  partie  ne  cantel  of  a  thing. 

But  of  a  thing  that  parfit  is  and  ftable, 

Defcending  fo  til  it  be  corrumpable ; 

And  therefore  of  his  wife  purveyance 

He  hath  fo  wel  befet  his  ordinance, 

That  fpeces  of  thinges  and  progrelfions 

Shullen  enduren  by  fucceffions. 

And  not  eteme,  withouten  any  lie ; 

This  maiefl  thou  underftand  and  feen  at  eye, 

ho  the  oka,  that  hath  fo  long  a  noriihing 

Fro  the  time  that  it  ginncth  fi^  to  fpring, 

And  hath  fo  long  a  Uf,  as  ye  may  fee, 

Yet  at  the  lafte  wafted  is  the  tree. 

Confidereth  eke  how  that  the  harde  ftone 

Under  our  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and  gon. 

It  wafteth  as  it  lieth  by  the  wey ; 

The  brode  river  fometime  wezeth  drey ; 

The  grete  tounes  fee  we  wane  and  wende ; 

Than  may  ye  fee  that  all  thing  hathc  an  ende. 

Of  man  and  woman  fee  we  wel  alfo. 

That  nedes  in  on  of  the  termes  two. 

That  is  to  (ayn,  in  youthe  or  elles  age. 

He  mote  be  ded  the  king  as  (hall  a  page ; 

8om  in  his  bed,  fom  in  the  depe  fee, 

Som  in  the  large  feld,  as  ye  may  fee  : 

Ther  helpeth  nought,  all  goth  that  ilke  wey  ^ 

Than  may  I  fayn  that  alle  thing  mote  dey. 

What  maketh  this  but  Jupiter  the  King, 

The  which  is  prince  and  caufe  of  alle  thing. 

Converting  alle  unto  his  propre  wille. 

From  which  it  is  derived,  foth  to  telle  f 

And  here-againes  no  creature  on  live 

Of  no  degree  availleth  for  to  ftrive. 

Than  is  it  wifdom,  as  it  thinketh  me, 

To  maken  vertuc  of  neceflite. 

And  take  it  wel  that  we  may  not  efchewe. 

And  namely  that  to  us  all  is  dcwe ; 

And  whofo  grutchcth  ought  he  doth  folie. 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that   all  may  gie. 

And  certainly  a  man  hath  moft  honour 

To  dien  in  his  excellence  and  flour. 

Whan  he  is  fiker  of  his  goode  name ; 

Than  hath  he  don  his  frend  ne  him  no  (hame ; 

And  glader  ought  his  frend  ben  of  his  deth, 

^l^un  with  honour  is  yoldcn  up  his  brcth. 


Than  whan  his  name  appalled  is  for  age. 
For  all  foryetten  is  his  vaflalage  : 
Than  is  it  beft  as  for  a  worthy  fame. 
To  dein  whan  a  man  is  beft  of  name. 
The  contrary  of  all  this  is  wilfulneffe. 
Why  grutchen  we  ?  why  have  we  hevine^c^ 
That  good  Arcite,  of  chivalry  the  flour. 
Departed  is,  with  dutee  and  honour. 
Out  of  this  foule  prifon  of  this  lif  ? 
Why  grutchen  here  his  coftn  and  his  wif 
Of  his  welfare,  that  loven  him  fo  wel  ? 
Can  he  hem  thank  i  nay,  God  wot,  never  a  del. 
That  both  his  foule  and  eke  hemfelf  offend. 
And  yet  they  mow  her  luftres  not  amend. 
What  may  I  conclude  of  this  longe  ferie. 
But  after  forwe  I  rede  us  to  be  merie. 
And  thanken  Jupiter  of  all  his  grace; 
And  er  that  we  departen  from  this  place, . 
I  rede  (hat  we  make  of  forwes  two 

0  parfit  joye  lafting  evermo  i 

And  loketh  now  wher  moft  forwe  is  herein, 
Ther  wol  I  firfte  amenden  and  begin. 

Sifter,  (quod  he)  this  is  my  full  aifent. 
With  all  th*  avis  here  of  my  parlement, 
I'hat  gentil  Palamon,  your  owen  knight. 
That  (erveth  you  with  will,  and  herte,  and  mighV 
And  ever  hath  don  fin  you  firft  him  knew. 
That  ye  fliall  of  your  grace  upon  him  row. 
And  taken  him  for  hnibond  and  for  lord : 
JLene  me  your  hand,  for  this  is  oure  accord^ 

Let  fee  now  of  your  womanly  pitee : 
He  is  a  kinges  brothers  (bme  pardee ; 
And  though  he  were  a  poure  bachdere. 
Sin  he  hath  ferved  you  fo  many  a  yere. 
And  had  for  you  fo  gret  adverfite. 
It  mofifi  ben  confidered,  leveth  me. 
For  gentil  mercy  oweth  to  paifen  right. 

Than  iayd  he  thus  to  Palamon  the  Knight  4 

1  trow  ther  nedeth  litel  fermoning 
To  maken  you  aifenten  to  this  thing. 
Cometh  ner,  and  take  your  lady  by  the  hond. 

Betwixen  hem  was  maked'anon  the  bond 
That  highte  Matrimoine  or  Mariage, 
By  all  the  confeil  of  the  baronage ; 
And  thus  with  alle  blifle  and  melodie 
Hath  Palamon  ywedded  Emelie ; 
And  pod,  that  all  this  wide  world  hath  vn-ought^ 
Send  him  his  love  that  hath  it  dere  ybought. 
For  now  is  Palamon  in  alle  wele. 
Living  in  blifle,  in  richefle,  and  in  hele. 
And  Emilie  him  loveth  fo  tendrely. 
And  he  hire  ferveth  all  fo  gentilly. 
That  never  was  ther  no  word  hem  betwene 
Of  jaloufe,  ne  of  non  other  tene. 

Thus  endeth  Palamon  and  Emelie, 
And  Ood  (avc  all  this  £syre  compagnic. 
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Wham  that  the  Knight  had  thus  hb  Tale  told, 
la  all  the  compagnie  n'at  ther  young  ne  old 
That  he  ne  (aid  it  was  a  noble  ^rie. 
And  worthy  to  be  drawen  to  memorie, 
And  namely  the  gentiles  everich  on. 
Cor  Hofle  lough  and  fwore.  So  mote  1  gon 
This  goth  aright ;  unbokcled  is  the  male  ; 
Let  iee  now  who  (hall  tel  another  Tale, 
For  trrwcly  this  game  is  wel  begonne  : 
Now  tellcth  ye  fire  Monk»  if  that  ye  conne. 
Somewhat  to  quiten  with  the  Knightes  Tale. 

The  Miller,  that  for-dronken  was  all  pale, 
So  that  unnethes  upon  his  hors  he  fat. 
He  n*old  avalen  neither  hood  ne  hat. 
Me  abiden  no  man  for  his  curtefie. 
But  in  Pilates  vois  he  gan  to  crie. 
And  fwore  by  armes,  and  by  blood,  and  bones, 
1  can  a  noble  Tale  for  the  nones. 
With  which  I  will  now  quite  the  Knightes  Tale. 

Our  Hofte  faw  that  he  was  dronken  of  ale. 
And  (ayd,  abide,  Robin,  ray  leve  brother. 
Some  better  maUjihall  tell  tnfirfl  another; 
Abide,  and  let  us  "werken  thriftily. 

By  Goddes  fonle  (quod  he)  that  wol  not  I, 
For  I  wol  ipcke,  or  elles  go  my  way. 

Our  Hone  anfwered.  Tell  on  a  d«vil  way  $ 
Thou  art  a  fool ;  thy  wit  is  overcome. 

Now  herkeneth,  quod  the  Miller,  all  and  Come  : 
But  firft  I  make  a  proteftatioun 
That  I  a^  dronke,  I  know  it  by  my  foun. 
And  therefore  if  that  I  miflpeke  or  fay 
"Wite  it  the  ale  of  Southwerk  1  you  pray ; 
For  I  woU  tell  a  legend  and  a  lif 
Both  of  a  carpenter  and  his  wif. 
How  that  a  clerk  has  fet  the  wrightes  cappe. 

The  Rere  anfwerd  and  faide.  Stint  thy  dappe ; 
Let  |>e  thy  lewed  dronken  harlotrie. 
It  is  a  finne  and  eke  a  gret  folie 
To  apeiren  any  man,  or  him  de£une, 
Jkad  eke  to  bringen  wives  in  fwiche  a  name  $ 


Thou  mayft  ynough  of  other  thlnges  fain. 

This  dronken  Miller  fpake  ful  fone  again^ 
And  (aydc,  Leve  brother  Ofewold, 
Who  hath  no  wif  he  is  qo  cokcwold ; 
But  I  fay  not  therefore  that  thou  art  on  ; 
Ther  ben  ful  goode  wives  many  on*. 
Why  art  thou  angry  with  my  Tale  now  f 
I  have  a  wif  parde  as  wel  as  thou. 
Yet  n*olde  I  for  the  oxen  in  my  plough 
Taken  upon  me  more  than  ynough 
As  demen  of  myfelf  that  I  am  on  ; 
I  wol  beleven  wel  that  I  am  non. 
An  huibond  ihuld  not  be  inquifitif 
Of  Goddes  privite  ne  of  his  wif : 
So  he  may  nnden  Goddes  foifon  there 
Of  the  remenant  nedeth  not  to  enquere. 

What  ihuld  I  more  fay,  but  this  Millere'  *■ 
He  n*olde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forbere. 
But  told  his  cherles  Tale  in  his  manere,  * 
Me  thinketh  that  I  ihal  reherfe  it  here  ; 
And  therefore  every  gcntil  wight  I  pray. 
For  Goddes  love,  as  deme  not  that  I  fay 
Of  evil  entent,  but  that  I  mote  reherfe 
Hir  Taks  alle,  al  be  they  better  or  werie. 
Or  elles  fallen  fom  of-  my  matere ; 
And  therefore  who  fo  lift  it  not  to  here 
Tume  over  the  lecf,  and  cheie  another  Tale^ 
For  he  ihal  find  ynow  bothe  grete  and  finale. 
Of  ilorial  thing  that  toucheth  gentillefle. 
And  eke  moralite  and  holineiTe. 
Blameth  not  me  if  that  ye  cheie  amis; 
The  Miller  is  a  cherl,  ye  know  well  this. 
So  was  the  Revc,  (and  many  other  mo) 
And  harlotrie  they  tolden  bothe  two. 
Avifeth  you  now,  and  put  me  out  of  blame ; 
And  eke  men  ihuld  not  make  em^ft  of  game* 

•  After  this  verfie  the  two  following  sre  faand  to  fo  wmp 
ny  nff.  that  perhaps  they  oughs  to  ha? c '  bcca  lofertcd  \m 
the  text; 

And  ever  s  thouCind  good  aceins  on  bsdde. 

That  hnowctt  thou  wd  but  u  thou  be  nu^lde« 
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Whilom  thcr  was  dwelling  in  Oxcnforde 

A  richc  gnof,  that  geftes  hddc  to  bordc. 

And  of  his  craft  he  was  a  carpenter. 

With  him  thcr  was  dwelling  a  poor  fcoler, 

Had  lemcd  art,  but  all  his  fantafic 

"Was  turned  for  to  leme  aftrc^ogie. 

And  coude  a  certain  of  concluiions 

To  demen  by  interrogations. 

If  that  men  aiked  him  in  certain  honres 

Whan,  that  men  (huldc  have    drought  or  cllcs 

Or  if  men  aiked  him  what  fliulde  foUe    [fhourcs ; 

Of  every  thing,  I  may  not  reken  alle. 

This  clerk  was  clepedHendy  Nicholas; 
Of  dcrne  love  he  coude  and  of  folas ; 
And  thcrtohe  was  flie  and  ful  prive. 
And  like  a  maiden  meke  for  to  ie. 
A  chambrehad  he  in  that  hoftch"ic 
Alone,  withouten  any  compagnic, 
Ful  fctifly  ydight  with  herbcs  fote. 
And  he  himfelf  was  fwetc  as  is  the  rote^ 
Of  Ijcoris,  or  any  fetewale. 
His  almagefte,  and  bokes  gret  and  iinale^ 
His'aftrclabre,  longing  for  his  art. 
His  augrim  ftones  f,  laycn  fairc  apart 
On  fliclvcs  couched  at  his  bcddcs  hed. 
His  preffie  ycoTcred  with  a  falding  red ; 
And  aH  above  thcr  lay  a  gay  fautrie. 
On  which  he  made  on  nightes  melodic 
So  fwetcly,  that  all  the  chambre  rong. 
And  Angelmt  md  Virginem  he  fong; 
And  after  that  he  fong  the  kinges  note  r 
Jul  often  blelTed  was  his  mcry  throte. 
And  thus  this  fwete  clerk  his  time  fpent 
After  his  frcndes  finding  and  his  rent. 

This  carpentor  had  wedded  new  a  wif 
Which  that  he  loved  more  than  his  lif : 
Of  eightanc  yere  (he  was  I  geflc  of  age. 
Jalous  hi  was,  and  held  hire  narwe  in  cage. 
For  Ihe  was  wiW  and  yonge,  and  he  was  old. 
And  dcmed  himfcif  belike  a  cokewold. 
He  know  not  Caton,  for  his  wit  was  rude, 
That  bade  a  man  ftudde  wedde  his  fimilitudc; 
Men  ihnlden  wedden  after  hir  eftatc. 
For  youthc  and  eldc  is  often  at  debate ; 
But  fithen  he  was  fallen  in  the  faare 
He  moft  endure  (as  other  folk)  his  care. 

Fayre  was  this  yongue  wif,  and  therwithal 
As  any  wcfcl  hire  body  gent  and  fmal. 
A  fchat  fhe  wcrcd,  barred  all  of  filk, 
A  barmc-cloth  eke  as  white  as  morwe  milk 

♦  KichAla%  a  fcholar  of  Oxrord,  praa«reth  with  AHfnn, 
the  •artKntcr'*  wife  of  orney.  to  itcccivc  her  hufband,  but 
Jn  ihc  end  i»  rewarded  accordinuly.  1'hU  \*  one  of  thofc 
lilctthat  LydRatc  (In  hi»  Prologue  to  The  Story  uf  the 
Siege  of  Tliebc*;  Ciyi  arc  ol  ilb.uJdrie, 

To  niAkin  lauKlitir  in  ii?c  company. 
So,  reader,  you  know  what  you  arc  to  exped;  resd  or 
foi bear  as  you  think  fittiug.    Urry. 

t  -^utrim  i«  a  Corrupti-n  if  atgoritbm^  the  Arabian  term 
for  nuoKraiMin.  Augrim  fiones  iherefore  vicre  the  pebbles 
•r  countcts  which  ¥vtrc  anckoUy  ufcd  In  numersuun.    ' 


Upon  hire  lendes,  ful  of  many  a  gore  ; 

White  was  hire  ihiok,  and  brouded  all  before 

And  eke  behind  on  hire  cole  re  aboute 

Of  cole-black  (ilk  witliin  and  eke  withoute  7 

The  tapes  of  hire  white  voluperc 

Were  of  the  fame  fuit  of  hire  colerc ; 

Hire  fiHct  brode  of  iilk,  and  fct  full  hye  ; 

And  fikerly  ihe  had  a  likerous  eye  : 

Ful  fmal  ypuUed  were  hire  browcs  two. 

And  they  were  bent,  and  black  as  any  flo  : 

She  was  wcl  more  blifsful  for  to  fee 

Than  is  the  newe  perienete  tree. 

And  fofter  than  the  wolle  is  of  a  wetlier. 

And  by  hire  girdel  heng  a  purfe  of  lether 
TaiTcled  with  filk  and  perled  with  latoun. 
In  all  this  world  to  fcken  up  and  doun 
Ther  n*is  no  man  fo  wife  that  coude  thenche 
So  gay  a  popelot  or  fvriche  a  wenche. 
Ful  brighter  was  the  ihining  of  hire  hewc 
Than  in  the  Tour  the  noble  yforgcd  newe  ; 
But  of  hire  fong,  it  was  as  loud  and  yerne 
As  any  fwalow  fitting  on  a  heme. 
Thereto  (he  coude  Ikip  and  make  a  game 
As  any  kid  or  calf  folowing  his  dame. 
Hire  mouth  was  fwete  as  brakct  or  the  meth^ 
Or  hord  of  apples  laid  in  hay  or  heth. 
Winfing  Ihe  was  as  is  a  joly  colt. 
Long  as  a  mail,  and  upright  as  a  bolt. 
A  broche  flie  bare  upon  hire  low  colerc,  ' 
As  brode  as  is  the  bjffe  of  a  bokelere. 
Hire  fkoon  were  laced  on  hire^egges  hie  5 
She  was  a  primerole,  a  piggefnie. 
For  any  lord  to  liggen  in  his  bedde, 
Or  yet  for  amy  good  yemen  to  wedde. 

Now  fire,  and  eft  fire,  fo  befell  the  cas> 
That  on  a  day  this  Hendy  Nicholas 
Fel  with  this  yonge  wif  to  rage  and  pleye. 
While  that  hire  huibond  was  at  Ofcney, 
As  derkes  ben  ful  fubtil  and  ful  queint, 
And  prively  he  caught  hire  by  the  queint. 
And  fayde,  Y«is  but  if  I  have  my  will 
For  derne  love  of  thee,  lemman,  I  fpill ; 
And  helde  hire  fafte  by  the  hanche  bones. 
And  fayde,  Lemman,  love  me  wel  at  ones, 
Or  I  wol  dien,  al  fo  God  me  five. 

And  Ihe  fprong  as  a  colt  doth  in  the  trave 
And  with  hire  hcd  Ihe  writhed  fafte  away. 
And  fayde,  I  wol  not  kiffc  thee  by  my  fay. 
Why,  let  be,  (quod  Ihe)  let  be,  Nicholas, 
Or  I  wol  crie  out  Harow  and  Alas ! 
Do  way  your  hondes  for  your  curtefie. 
This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  crie, 
'  And  fpakc  fo  faire,  and  profered  him  fo  faft, 
,  That  fhe  hire  love  him  granted  at  the  laft, 
[  And  fwore  hire  oth  by  Seint  Thomas  of  Kent* 
I  That  Ihe  wold  ben  at  his  commandement 
'  Whan  that  Ihe  muy  hire  leifer  wel  cfpic. 
'  Myn  huibond  is  is  fo  ful  of  jaloufie 
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Tliat  hot  j€  wiifta  wel  and  be  priTc 

I  wot  right  wd  I  n'am  but  ded,  quod  fhe ; 

Ye  moflen  be  liil  derne  as  in  this  cas. 

Nay.  th:rof  care  jou  not,  quod  Nicbolat : 
^  clerk  hi  h  litherly  befet  his  while 
But  if  he  coude  a  caq>enter  begiie. 
And  thus  they  were  accorded  and  yf  wome 
To  waite  a  time,  as  I  h^ve  £ud  bcfome. 
l^lian  Nicholas  had  don  thus  every  del. 
And  thacked  hire  about  the  lendes  wel. 
He  kiflcd  hire  fwete,  and  taketh  his  fautrie. 
And  plaieth  fail,  and  niaketh  melodie. 

Than  fell  it  thus,  that  to  the  parifh  cherche 
(Of  Grilles  owcn  wcrkcs  for  to  wcrchc) 
This  good  wif  went  upon  a  holy  day ; 
Hire  forehed  (hone  as  bright  as  any  day, 
So  was  it  waflien  whan  (he  lete  hire  werk. 

Now  was  ther  of  that  chirche  a  pariih  clerk 
Tht  which  that  was  ydeped  Abfolon. 
-Cnilk  was  his  here,  and  as  the  gold  it  (hon. 
And  flronted  as  a  fanne  large  and  brode ; 
Ful  drdght  and  even  lay  his  joly  (hode  : 
His  rode  was  red,  his  eyen  grey  as  goos. 
With  Pouks  windowes  corven  on  his  ihoos : 
In  hoTen  red  he  went  ful  fetiily  : 
Yclad  he  was  ful  final  and  proprely 
All  in  a  kirtel  of  a  light  waget  * ; 
Ful  faire  and  thicke  ben  the  pointes  fet ; 
And  thcTupon  he  had  a  gay  furplife. 
As  white  as  is  the  bloiine  upon  the  rife. 

A  mery  childe  he  was,  fo  God  me  (are ; 
Wel  cond  he  leten  bled,  and  dippe  and  (have, 
And  make  a  chartrc  of  lond  and  a  quitance  : 
In  twenty  manere  coud  he  trip  and  dance, 
(After  the  ficole  of  Oxenfordc  tho) 
And  with  his  legges  cailen  to  and  fro ; 
And  pUycn  fonges  on  a  final  ribible ; 
Therto  he  fbng  ibmtimc  a  loull  qninible  ; 
And  as  wd  cood  he  pby  on  a  giteme  : 
In  all  the  tons  n'as  brewhous  ne  uveme 
That  he  ne  vifited  with  his  folas, 
Ther  as  that  any  gaiUard  Upftere  was  ; 
But  foth  to  (ay  he  was  fomdd  fquamoua 
Of  fnting,  and  of  fpeche  dangerous. 

This  Abfolon,  that  joly  was  and  gay, 
Gctb  with  a  cenfer  on  the  holy  day, 
Cenfing  the  wives  of  the  parifh  fafte. 
And  many  a  lovely  lokc  he  on  hem  cafif. 
And  namely  on  this  carpenteres  wif  ; 
To  loke  on  hire  him  thought  a  mery  Uf ; 
She  was  lb  propre,  and  fwete,  and  likerous, 
I  dare  wd  uin  if  fhe  had  been  a  mous 
And  be  a  cat,  he  wdde  hire  hente  anon. 

This  parifh  clerk,  this  joly  Abfolon, 
Hath  in  his  berte  fwicbe  a  love  longing. 
That  of  no  wif  toke  he  non  offering ; 
For  curtefie,  he  (ayd,  he  n*iolde  non. 

The  moone  at  night  ful  dere  and  brighte  flion. 
And  Abfblt  n  his  giteme  hath  ytake. 
For  paramours  he  thonghte  for  to  wake ; 

•  Or  vsusbet,  Skinner  ezptsias  watcbit  to  mesa  s 
cdoor,  a  whhifhbluc ;  but  in  thin  place  It  fcem*  ratAer  to 
iBcaa  Some  kind  of  cloth^  denominated  perhaps  from  the 
towa  ol  Watchet  In  SomsrfeUhire.  loltead  of  iiibt  fovnc 
pff.  read  /»,  and  mf,  >f.  xvbit.  Thla'Utt  epithet  would 
Ic  ^uicc  hicdUlflcat  with  ikioncr''a  exphuutUin.  ^ 
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And  forth  he  goth  jolif  and  amorous, 
Til  he  came  to  the  carpenteres  hous, 
A  litel  after  the  cockes  had  ycrow, 
And  dreffed  him  up  by  a  fhot  window 
That  was  upon  the  carpenteres  wa). 
He  fingeth  in  his  vois  gentil  and  final. 
Now,  dere  JLady — if  thy  wiUe  be, 
I  pray  you  that  ye— wol  rewe  on  mc  ; 
Ful  wel  accordant  to  his  giterning. 

This  carpenter  awoke,  herd  him  Ung, 
And  fpake  unto  his  wif,  and  faid  anon. 
What,  Alifon  !  heres  thou  not  Abfolon, 
That  chanteth  thus  under  bur  bourcs  wal  f 
And  fhe  anfwcrd  hire  hulbond  thcrwirhal, 
Yes,  God  wot,  John,  I  here  him  every  deL        ' 

This  pafTeth  forth ;  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wd  ? 
Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  Abfolon 
So  loveth  hire  that  him  is  wo-bcgon  : 
He  wahcth  all  the  night,  and  all  the  day 
He  kembeth  his  lockes  brodc,  and  made  him  gay  i 
He  woeth  hire  by  menes  and  brocage. 
And  fwore  he  wolde  ben  hire  owen  page : 
He  fingeth  brokking  as  a  nightingale  ; 
He  fent  her  pinnes,  methe,  and  fpiccd  ale. 
And  wafrcs  piping  hot  out  of  the  glede  ; 
And  for  fhe  was  of  toun  he  profcrcd  mede  ; 
For  foni  folk  wd  be  wonnen  for  richelTe, 
And  fom  for  flrokcs,  and  fomc  with  gentillcfle. 

Sometime  to  fhcw  his  lightneffe  and  maiftric 
He  plaieth  Herode  on  a  fkaffold  hie. 
But  what  availeth  him  as  in  this  cas  f 
So  loveth  flic  this  Hendy  Nicholas, 
That  Abfolon  may  blow  the  buckes  home  i 
He  ne  hid  for  his  labour  but  a  fcome  : 
And  thus  fhe  maketh  Abfolon  hire  ape. 
And  all  his  emefl  toumeth  to  a  jape. 
Ful  foth  is  this  proverbe,  it  is  no  lie  ; 
Men  fay  right  thus  alway.  The  ncighc  (lie 
Maketh  of  time  the  fer  Iccf  to  be  lothe  : 
For  though  that  Abfolon  be  wood  or  wrothe^ 
Becaufe  that  he  fer  was  from  hire  fight,  ' 
This  neighe  Nicholas  flood  in  his  light. 

Now  here  thee  wel,  thou  Hendy  Nicholas,, 
For  Abfolon  may  waflc  and  fmg  alas. 

And  fo  befell  that  on  a  Saturday 
This  carpenter  was  gon  to  Ofenay, 
And  Hendy  Nicholas  and  Alifon 
Accorded  ben  to  this  conclufion. 
That  Nicholas  fhal  fhapen  him  a  wile 
This  fely  jakms  hufboxid  to  begiie ; 
And  if  fo  were  the  game  went  aright 
She  fhuld  flepe  in  his  armes  allc  night. 
For  this  was  hire  defire  and  his  alfo. 
And  right  anon,  withoutcn  wordes  mo, 
This  Nicholas  no  lenger  wold  urie. 
But  doth  fill  foft  unto  his  chambre  caric 
Both  mete  and  drinke  for  a  day  or  twey. 

And  to  hire  hu&ondbad  her  for  to  fey^ 
If  that  he  axed  after  Nichdas 
She  fhulde  fay  fhe  n'ifle  not  whcr  he  was  j 
Of  all  the  day  fhe  faw  him  not  with  eye ; 
She  trowed  he  was  in  fom  maladie, 
For  for  no  crie  hire  maiden  coud  him  calle. 
He  n'oldc  anfwer  for  nothing  that  might  iallcl 

Thus  pafFeth  forth  all  thilke  Saturday, 
*  That  Nididas  flill  in  his  chambre  Uy, 
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And  ete,  an4  flept,  and  dide  what  him  lift. 
Til  Sonday  that  the  fonne  gothe  to  reft. 

This  fely  caq>enter  hath  gret  mervaile 
Of  Nicholas,  or  what  thing  miglit  him  aile, 
And  faid,  I  am  adrad  hy  Seine  Thomas 
It  ftondeth  not  aright  with  Nicholas ; 
God  {hilde  that  he  died  fodenly ; 
This  world  is  now  ful  tikel  dkerly  : 
I  faw  to-day  a  corps  yborne  to  chcrche 
That  now  on  Monday  laft  I  faw  him  werche. 

Go  up  {quod  he  unto  his  knave)  anon, 
Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knocke  with  a  fton ; 
JLoke  how  it  is,  and  telle  me  boldely. 

This  knave  got  him  up  ful  fturdely. 
And  at  the  chambre  dore  while  that  he  ftood 
He  cried  and  knocked  as  that  |ie  were  wood ; 
"What  i  how  ?  what  do  ye,  Maifter  Nicholay  ? 
How  may  ye  flepen  all  the  longe  day  ? 
But  all  for  nought,  he  herde  not  a  word.  f 

An  hole  he  fond  ful  low  upon  the  bord, 
1*her  as  the  cat  was  wont  in  for  to  crepe^ 
And  at  that  hole  he  loked  in  ful  depe. 
And  at  the  laft  hchad  of  him  a  fight. 

This  Nicholas  fat  ever  gaping  upright. 
As  he  had  kyked  on  the  newe  mone. 

Adoun  he  goth,  and  tellcth  his  maifter  fond 
In  what  array  he  faw  this  ilke  man. 

This  carpenter  to  blifien  him  began. 
And  faid.  Now  helpe  us  Seinte  Fridefwide ! 
A  man  wote  litel  what  ihal  him  betide. 
This  man  is  fallen  with  his  aftronomie 
In  fom  woodnefle  or  in  fom  agonie. 
1  thought  ay  wel  how  that  it  ihulde  be ; 
Men  uulde  not  knowe  of  Goddes  priveteei 
Ya,bleflcd  be  alway  a  lewed  man. 
That  nought  but  opiy  his  beleve  can. 
^  ferd  another  clerk  with  aftronomie ; 
He  walked  in  the  feldes  for  to  prie,     .  * 

Upon  the  fterres,  what  ther  fliuld  befalle. 
Til  he  was  in  a  marlepit  yfalle. 
He  law  not  that.  But  yet  by  Seint  Thomas 
Me  reweth  fore  of  Hendy  Nicholas : 
He  ftial  be  rated  of  his  ftudying. 
If  thiiti  may,  by  Jcfus,  hcven  king. 

Get  me  a  ftaff,  that  I  may  underfpore 
"While  that  thou,  Robin,  heveft  of  the  dore  : 
He  ftial  out  of  his  ftudying  as  1  gcfle. 
And  to  the  chambre  dore  he  gan  him  dreflc. 
His  knave  was  a  ftrong  carl  for  the  nones. 
And  by  the  hafpe  he  haf  it  of  at  ones : 
Into  the  flore  the  dore  fell  anon. 

This  Nicholas  fat  ay  as  ftille  as  fton. 
And  ever  he  gaped  upward  into  the  eire. 

This  carpenter  wond  he  were  in  defpeire, 
And  hent  him  by  the  fhulders  mightily. 
And  (hoke  him  hard,  and  cried  fpitoufly ; 
What,  Nicholas  ?  what,  how  man  ?  loke  aJoun  ; 
Awake,  and  thinke  on  Criftes  paftioun. 
I  crouche  thee  from  elves  and  from  wightcs, 
Therwith  the  nightfpel  faid  he  anon  rightes 
On  foure  halves  of  the  hous  aboute 
And  on  the  threfwold  of  the  dore  withoute : 
lefti  Crift  and  Seint  Benedight 
WJSc  this  hous  from  every  wicked  wight. 


Fro  the  nightes  marc,  the  witc  Patcr-iwfteil 
Whcr  woneft  thou  Seint  Peters  fuftcr  ? 

And  at  the  laft  this  Hendy  Nicholas 
Gan  for  to  fiken  fore,  and  laid,  alas ! 
Shal  all  the  world  be  loft  eftfones  now  ? 

This  carpenter  anfwered,  What  fiueft  thou  ? 
What  ?  thinke  on  God,  as  we  do,  men  that  fwinkfti 

This  Nicholas  anfwered.  Fetch  me  a  drinkc  ; 
And  after  wol  I  fpcke  in  privetee 
Of  certain  thing  that  toucheth  thee  and  me : 
I  wol  ttW  it  non  other  man  certain. 

This  carpenter  goth  doun  and  cometh  agiin* 
And  brought  of  mighty  ale  a  large  quart ; 
And  whan  that  eche  of  hem  had  dronken  his  parti 
I'his  Nicholas  his  dore  fafte  fhcue. 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  him  he  fctte. 
And  faide,  John,  min  hofte  lefe  and  dere, 
Thchi  fiialt  upon  thy  trouthc  fwcrc  me  here 
That  to  no  wight  thou  (halt  my  counieil  wrey/ 
For  i^  is  Criftes  counfeil  that  I  £iy. 
And  if  thou  tell  it  man  thou  art  forlore ; 
For  this  vengeance  thou  ftialt  have  therfore. 
That  if  thou  wreye  me  thou  ihalt  be  wood* 

Nay,  Crift  forbede  it  for  his  holy  blood. 
Quod  tho  this  fely  man  :  I  am  no  Ubbe, 
Ne  though  I  fay  it  I  n*am  not  lefe  to  gr]d>be« 
Say  what  thou  wolt,  I  ftial  1  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wif,  by  him  that  harwed  belle. 

Now,  John,  (quod  Nicholas)  I  wol  not  lie/ 
I  have  yfonnde  in  min  aftrologiey 
As  I  have  loked  in  the  moooe  bright, 
That  ^ow  on  Monday  next,  at  quarter  nighty 
Shal  fal  a  rain,  and  that  fo  wild  and  wood. 
That  half  fo  gret  was  never  Noes  flood : 
This  world  (he  Dud)  in  leife  than  in  an  houre 
Shal  all  be  dreint,  fo  hidous  is  the  fhoure :    * 
Thus  flial  mankinde  drenche  and  lefe  hir  lif; 

This  carpenter  anfwerd,  Alas  my  wif! 
And  flial  ihe  drenche  ?  alas  min  Aliioun  ( 
For  forwe  of  this  he  fell  almoft  adoun. 
And  faid.  Is  ther  no  remedy  in  this  cas  f 

Why  yes,  for  God,  quod  Hendy  Nicholas ; 
If  thou  wok  werkcn  after  lore  and  rede. 
Thou  maift  not  werken  after  thin  owen  hede  ; 
For  thus  &ith  Salomon,  that  was  ful  trewe, 
Werke  all  by  confeil,  and  thou  ftialt  not  rewc/ 
And  if  thou  werken  wolt  by  good  confeil 
I  undertal^e,  withouten  maft  or  feyl. 
Yet  flial  1  I  faven  hire,  and  thee  and  me. 
Hift  thou  not  herd  how  faved  was  Noey 
Whan  that  our  Liord  had  warned  him  befomc,. 
That  all  the  world  with  water  ftiuld  be  lorae  t 

Ycf,  (quod  this  carpenter)  ful  yo^e  ago. 

Haft  thou  not  herd  (quod  Nicholas)  aUb 
The  forwe  of  Noe  with  his  fclawfliip. 
Or  tliat  he  might  get  his  wif  to  fliip  ? 
Him  had  be  Jcvcr,  I  dare  vi^el  undertake. 
At  thiike  time,  than  all  his  wethers  blake, 
That  (he  had  had  a  ftiip  hire  felf  alone  ^ 
And  therfofe  woft  thou  what  is  bcft  to  done  t 
This  axeth  haft,  and  of  an  haftif  thing 
Men  may  not  prcche  and  nrakeh  tarying. 
Anon  ofo  get  us  faft  into  this  in 
A  kneding  trough  or  elles  a  kemely» 
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VoT  eche  of  us ;  bat  loke  that  they  ben  brge. 
Id  n^ich  we  mowen  fwimme  as  in  a  barge ; 
And  have  therm  YitaiUe  fuffifant 
Bat  for  a  day ;  fie  on  the  remenant ; 
The  water  (hall  idlake  and.gon  away 
Abonten  prime  upon  the  nexte  day. 
But  Robin  may  not  wete  of  this  thy  knave, 
Ke  eke  thy  mayden  GiUe  I  may  not  fave : 
Axe  not  why ;  for  though  thou  axe  me, 
1  wol  not  tellen  Ooddes  privetee. 
Sofficeth  thee,  bat  if  thy  wittes  madde. 
To  have  as  gret  a  grace  as  Noe  hadde. 
Thy  wif  ihal  I  wel  iaven  oat  of  doute. 
Go  now  thy  way,  and  (pede  thee  hereaboote. 

Bat  whan  thoa  haft  for  hire,  and  thee,  and  me, 
Tgeten  us  thefe  kneding  tubbcs  thre, 
Than  flialt  thou  hang  hem  in  the  roofe  kH  hie. 
That  no  man  of  our  pvrreyance  efpie : 
And  whan  thou  haft  don  thus  as  I  have  faid. 
And  haft  our  vitaiUe  faire  in  hem  ylaid. 
And  eke  an  axe  to  fmite  the  cord  a-two 
Whan  that  the  water  cometh,  that  we  may  go 
And  breke  an  hole  on  high  upon  the  gable 
Unto  the  gardin  ward,  over  the  ftable, 
That  we  may  frely  paflen  forth  our  way. 
Whan  that  the  grete  (honre  is  gon  away. 
Than  fhal  thou  fwim  as  mery,  I  undertake. 
As  doth  the  white  doke  after  hire  drake ; 
Than  wol  I  depe,  How,  Alifon !  how,  John ! 
Be  mery,  for  the  flood  wol  pafie  anon. 
And  thou  wolt  fain,  Haile !  Maifter  Nicholay, 
Good  morwe !  I  fee  thee  wel,  for  it  is  day. 
And  than  ihall  we  be  lordes  all  our  lif 
Of  all  the  world,  as  Noe  and  his  wif. 
But  of  o  thing  I  wame  thee  ful  right. 
Be  wel  avifed  on  that  ilke  night, 
Thst  we  ben  entred  into  ihippes  bord. 
That  non  of  us  ne  fpeke  hot  o  word, 
Ne  depe  ne  crie,  but  be  in  his  praiere, 
For  it  is  Goddes  owcn  hefte  dere. 

Thy  wif  and  thou  mofte  hangen  fer  a-twinne, 
For  that  betwixcn  you  fhal  be  no  Ilnne, 
No  more  in  loking  than  ther  Ihall  in  dede. 
This  ordinance  is  (aid ;  go,  God  thee  fpede. 
To  morwe  at  night,  whan  men  ben  all  aflcpe. 
Into  our  kneding  tubbes  wol  we  crepe. 
And  fitten  ther,  abiding  Goddes  grace. 
Go  now  thy  way,  I  have  nolenger  fpacc 
To  make  of  this,  no  lenger  fermoning : 
Men  fain  thus,  Send  the  wife,  and  fay  nothing : 
Thou  art  fo  wife  it  nedeth  thee  nought  tecbe. 
'<}o,  fave  our  lives,  and  that  I  thee  befeche. 

This  fely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  way, 
FbI  oft  he  (aid  Ahs!  and  Wala  wa ! 
And  to  his  wif  be  told  his  privatee. 
And  (he  was  ware,  and  knew  it  bet  than  he 
What  all  this  queinte  caft  was  for  to  fey ; 
But  natheles  (he  ferde  as  fhe  wold  dey. 
And  (aid,  Alas !  go  forth  thy  way  anon ; 
Helpe  us  to  fcape,  or  we  be  ded  eche  on : 
I  am  thy  trewe  veray  wedded  wif; 
Go,  dere  fpoufc !  and  helpe  to  fave  oar  lif, 

Lo,  what  a  gret  thing  b  aflct^on ! 
Men  may  die  of  imagination, 


So  depe  may  impreflion  be  take. 

This  fcly  carpenter  beginneth  quake; 

Him  thinketh  veraily  that  he  may  fee 

Noes  flood  comen  walwing  as  the  fee 

To  drenthen  Alifon,  his  honey  dere  : 

He  wepeth,  waileth,  maketh  fory  chere ; 

He  fiktfth,  with  ful  many  a  fory  fwough. 

He  goth  and  geteth  him  a  kneding  trough. 

And  after  a  tubbe  and  a  kemelin. 

And  prively  he  fent  hem  to  his  in. 

And  heng  hem  in  the  roof  in  privetee. 

His  owen  bond  than  made  he  ladders  three  f. 

To  dimben  by  the  renges  and  the  fUlkes 

Unto  the  tubbes  honging  in  the  balkes ; 

And  hem  vitailled,  kemelin,  trough,  and  tubbe. 

With  bred  and  chefe,  and  good  ale  in  a  jubbe. 

Sufficing  right  ynow  as  lor  a  day. 

But  er  thAt  he  had  made  all  this  array 
He  fent  his  knave,  and  eke  his  wenche  alfo. 
Upon  his  nede  to  London  for  to  go. 
And  on  the  Monday,  whan  it  drew  to  nighty. 
He  fhette  his  dore,  withouten  candel  light. 
And  drcfled  all  thing  as  it  fhulde  bee ; 
And  fhortly  up  they  clomben  alle  tliree# 
They  Htcen  fUlle  wel  a  furlong  way. 
Now,  Pater-mfler,  Clum,  faid  Nicholay, 
And  Clum,  quod  John,  and  Clum,  faid  Alifoo  > 
I'his  carpenter  (aid  his  devotion. 
And  ftiU  he  fit,  and  biddeth  his  praiere. 
Awaiting  on  the  rain,  if  he  it  here. 

The  dede  flepe,  for  wery  befinefle. 
Fell  on  this  carpenter,  right  as  I  geffe^ 
Abouten  curfew  time,  or  litel  more. 
For  travaille  of  his  goft  he  groneth  fore» 
And  eft  he  ronteth,  for  his  bed  miflay. 
Doun  of  the  ladder  ftalketh  Nicholay, 
And  Alifon  fill  foft  adoun  hire  fpedde. 
Withouten  wordes  mo  they  went  to  bedde, 
Ther  as  the  carpenter  was  wont  to  lie ; 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  melodic. 
And  thus  lith  Alifon  and  Nicholas 
In  befinefle  of  mirthe  and  infolas. 
Til  that  the  bell  of  iavdu  gan  to  ring. 
And  freres  in  the  chSmcel  gon  to  fbg.  ^ 

This  parifh  derk,  this  amorous  Abfolon^ 
That  is  for  love  alway  fo  wo-begon. 
Upon  the  Monday  was  at  Ofenay 
With  compagnie,  him  to  difport  and  play. 
And  aflced  upon  cas  a  cloifbrer 
Ful  prively  after  John  the  carpenter ; 
And  he  drew  him  apart  out  of  the  ehirche. 
He  faid,  I  no*t,  I  faw  him  not  here  wirche 
Sith  Saturday ;  I  trow  that  he  be  went 
For  timbre  ther  our  abbot  hath  him  fent  i 
For  he  is  wont  for  timbre  for  to  go, 
And  dwellen  at  the  Grange  a  day  or  two; 
Or  elles  he  is  at  his  hous  certain  : 
Wher  that  he  be  I  cannot  fothly  fain. 

This  Abfolon  fol  joly  was  and  light. 
And  thoughte,  now  is  time  to  wake  al  night,. 

f  With  hit  own  hand.  So  Cower,  Cbnf.  Jmjtit*  fol.  7tf.li. 
The  crifte  MyncT»e  of  woUe  fonde, 
Aa4  made  cloth  bcr  otutn  b§nd<* 
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toT  iikerly  1  iaw  hlni  nat  (Uring 
About  his  dore  fin  day  began  to  fpring. 
So  mote  I  thrive  I  ihal  at  cockes  crow 
Fill  prively  go  kuocke  at  bis  window. 
That  ftant  full  low  upon  his  boures  wail : 
To  AHfon  wol  I  now  tellen  all 
My  love  longing ;  for  yet  1  ihall  not  miflc 
That  at  the  kfte  way  I  (hal  hire  kifle. 
Some  mancr  comfort  ihal  I  have  parfay. 
My  mouth  hath  itched  al  this  longe  day ; 
'i'hat  is  a  Cgne  of  kiffing  at  the  lefte  : 
All  night  me  mette  eke  I  was  at  a  fefte : 
I'hcrfore  I  wol  go  flepc  an  houre  or  twcy. 
And  all  the  night  than  wol  I  wake  and  plcy. 

Whan  that  the  firfte  cock  hath  crowe,  anon 
tJp  rift  this  joly  lover  Abfolon, 
And  him  arayith  gay,  at  point  devife; 
But  firft  he  cheweth  grein  and  licorife. 
To  fmellen  fote  or  he  had  fpoke  with  here. 
Under  his  tonge  a  trewc  love  he  here, 
For  therby  wend  he  to  ben  gracious. 
He  Cometh  to  the  carpenteres  hoHs, 
And  ftill  he  ftant  under  the  ihot  window ; 
Unto  his  breft  it  raught,  it  was  fo  low ; 
And  foft  he  cougheth  with  a  iemifoun. 

What  do  ye,  honycombe,  fwete  Alilbun, 
My  faire  bird,  my  fwete  iinamome ! 
Awakethylemman  min,  and  fpeketh  to  me. 
Ful  litel  thinken  ye  upon  my  wo. 
That  for  yDur  love  I  iwete  ther  as  I  go. 
Ko  wonder  is  though  that  I  fwelte  and  fwete» 
I  moume  as  doth  a  lamb  after  the  tete^ 
Ywis,  lemman,  I  have  fwiche  love  longing 
That  Hke  a  turtel  trewe  is  my  mourning. 
1  may  not  ete  no  more  than  a  maid. 

Go  fro  the  window,  jackc  fool,  ihe  laid  : 
As  helpe  me  God  it  wol  not  be,  compame. 
I  love  another,  or  elles  I  were  to  blame, 
Wei  bet  than  thee  by  Jefu,  Abfolon. 
Go  forth  thy  way,  or  I  wol  caft  a  fton ; 
And  let  me  flepe ;  a  twenty  divel  way. 

Alas !  (quod  Abfolon)  and  wala  wa ! 
That  trewc  love  was  ever  fo-yvcl  befette : 
Than  kilfe  me,  fin  that  it  may  be  no  bette. 
For  Jcfus  love,  and  for  the  love  of  me. 

Wilt  thou  than  go  thy  way  therwith  ?  quod  flic. 
Ya  certes,  lemman,  quod  this  Abfolon. 
Than  make  thee  redy,  (quod  ihe)  1  come  anon. 

This  Abfolon  doun  fet  him  on  his  knees, 
And  faide,  I  am  a  lord  at  all  degrees : 
For  after  this  I  hope  thcr  cometh  more ; 
Lcnunan,  thy  grace,  and,  fwete  bird !  thyn  ore. 

The  window  flie  undoth,  and  that  in  haile. 
Have  don,  (quod  (he)  come  of,  and  fpede  thee  faftc, 
Left  that  our  neighboures  thee  efpie. 

This  Abiblon  gan  wipe  his  mouth  ful  drie. 
Derke  was  the  night  as  pitch  or  as  the  cole. 
And  at  the  window  (he  put  out  hire  hole. 
And  Abfolon  him  felle  ne  bet  nc  wers, 
But  with  his  month  he  kift  hire  naked  ers 
Ful  lavorly,  er  he  was  ware  of  this. 

Abak  he  fterte,  and  thought  it  was  amis^ 
For  wel  he  wift  a  woman  hath  no  herd. 
He  felt  a  thing  ajl  rowc,  and  long  yh*r3, 
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And  iaidc,  Fy,  alas !  what  have  I  do  ? 

Te  he,  quod  (he,  and  clapt  the  window  to^ 
And  Abfolon  goth  forth  a  fory  pas. 

A  herd,  a  berd !  faid  Hendy  Nicholas ; 
By  Goddcs  corput  this  goth  faire  and  w^. 

This  fely  Abfolon  herd  every  del. 
And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  bite. 
And  to  himfelf  he  faid  I  (hal  thee  quite. 
"UHio  rubbeth  now,  who  froteth  now  his  lippcs 
With  duft,  with  fond,  with  draw,  with  cloth,  with 
But  Abfolon  ?  that  faith  full  oft  Alas !       (chippesy 
My  foule  betake  I  unto  Sathanas 
But  me  were  lever  than  all  this  toun  (quod  he) 
Of  this  defpit  awroken  for  to  be. 
Alas !  alas !  that  I  ne  had  yblent. 
His  bote  love  is  cold  and  all  yqueint ; 
For  fro  that  time  that  he  Iiad  luft  hire  ers 
Of  paramours  ne  raught  he  not  a  kers. 
For  he  was  heled  of  his  raaladie ; 
Ful  often  paramours  he  gan  dcfie. 
And  wepe  as  doth  a  child  that  is  ybete. 
A  fofte  pas  he  went  him  over  the  ftretc 
Until  a  ^ith  man  callen  Dan  Gervcis, 
That  in  his  fQrge  fmithcd  plow-hameis ; 
He  (harpeth  (hare  and  cultre  beiily. 
This  Abfolon  knocketh  all  cfily. 
And  faid.  Undo,  Gervcis,  and  that  anon. 

What,  who  art  thou  ?  It  am  I  Abfokxi. 
What,  Abfolon  ?  what,  Chriftes  fwete  tre. 
Why  rife  ye  fo  rath  f  ey  Untdicite! 
What  cileth  you  ?  fomc  gay  girlc,  God  it  wote,' 
Hath  brought  you  thus  upon  the  viretote  : 
By  Seint  Neote  ye  wote  wel  what  I  mcne. 

This  Abfolon  ne  raughte  not  a  bene 
Of  all  his  play ;  no  word  again  he  yaf : 
He  hadde  more  tawe  on  his  diftaf 
Than  Gervcis  knew,  and  faide,  Frend  fo  dcre; 
That  bote  culter  in  the  cheminee  here 
As  Icnc  it  me,  I  have  therwith  to  don  ; 
I  wol  it  bring  again  to  th^e  ful  fone. 

Gervcis  anfwered,  Certes  were  it  gold. 
Or  ia  a  poke  nobles  all  untold. 
Thou  (buldcft  it  have,  as  I  um  trewe  fmith.. 
Ey,  Criftes  foot,  what  wol  ye  don  therwith  ? 
Therof,  quod  Abfolon,  be  as  be  may, 
I  (hal  wel  tellen  thee  another  day ; 
And  caught  the  culter  by  the  colde  ftclc. 
Ful  foft  out  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  ftele. 
And  went  unto  the  carpenteres  wall ; 
He  coughed  firft,  and  kn6cked  thcrwithaU 
Upon  the  window,  right  as  he  did  er. 

This  Alifon  anfwered.  Who  is  thcr 
That  knocketh  fo  ?  I  warrant  him  a  thefe. 

Nay,  nay,  ^quod  he)  God  wot,  my  fwete  lefc,    . 
I  am  thin  Abiblon,  thy  dereling. 
Of  gold  (quod  he)  I  have  thee  brought  a  ring ; 
My  mother  yave  it  me,  fo  God  me  iave, 
Ful  fine  it  is,  and  therto  wel  ygrave  ; 
This  wol  I  yeven  thee  if  thou  me  kifle. 

This  Nicholas  was  rifen  for  to  pifi*c. 
And  thought  he  wolde  amenden  all  the  jape,       * 
He  (hulde  kiiTe  hi»ers  er  that  he  fcape  ^ 
And  up  the  window  did  be  haftily. 
And  out  his  qu  he  putteth  ^ivUy 
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Over  tlte  buktok^  to  the  hanche  'bon ; 

And  thcrwith  fpake  this  clerk,  this  Abfolon, 

Speke  fwete  bird,  I  D*ot  not  whcr  thou  art. 

This  Nicholas  anon  let  fleen  a  fart 
As  gret  as  it  had  been  a  thpnder  dint. 
That  with  the  ftroke  he  was  wd  nie  yblint ; 
And  he  Was  redy  with  his  yren  bote, 
Asd  Nicholas  amid  the  crs  he  fmote. 

Off  goth  the  fldnne  an  hondbrede  a!  aboute; 
Tlie  bote  ctilter  brenned  fo  his  toute. 
That  for  the  (men  he  wencd  for  to  die ; 
A$  he  were  wood  for  wo  he  gan  to  eric 
HeJpe,  water,  water !  help  for  Goddes  herte ! 

This  carpenter  out  of  his  dumber  fterte. 
And  herd  on  crie  Water  as  he  were  wood. 
And  thought,  alas !  now  cometh  Noes«flood. 
He  fct  him  up  withoutcn  wordes  mo, 
And  with  his  axe  he  fmbtc  the  cord  atwo, 
And  doon  goth  all ;  he  fond  neyther  to  felle 
Ne  breed  ne  ale  til  he  came  to  the  felle. 
Upon  the  florc,  and  ther  afwoiine  he  lay. 

Up  ftertcn  Alifon  and  Nicholay, 
And  crieden.  Out  and  harrow  !  in  the  ftrete. 

The  neigheboures  bothe  finale  and  gretc 
In  rannen  for  to  gauren  on  this  man. 
That  jet  alwonne  lay  bothe  pale  and  wan^ 


For  with  the  fall  he  broden  hath  his  arm. 
But  ftondcn  he  miift  unto  his  owen  harm. 
For  whan  he  fpake  he  was  anon  bore  doun 
With  Hendy  Nicholas  and  Alifoun. 
They  tolden  every  man  that  he  was  wood. 
He  was  agafte  fo  of  Noes  flood 
1  hurgh  fantafic,  that  of  ms  vanitee 
He  had  ybought  him  kneding  tubbes  three. 
And  had  hem  hcnged  in  the  ropf  above, 
And  that  he  praied  hem  for  Goddes  love 
To.dtten  in  the  tocS  par  compagnie. 

The  folk  gan  laughen  at  his  fanhiile. 
Into  the  roof  they  kyken  and  they  gape. 
And  turned  all  his  harm  into  a  jape. 
For  what  fo  that  this  carpenter  anfwerd 
it  was  for  ilought,  no  man  his  refon  herd. 
With  othes  gret  he  was  fo  fwomc  adoun 
That  he  was  holdcn  wood  in  all  the  toun. 
For  evcrich  clerk  anon  right  held  with  ether  j 
They  faid  the  man  was  wood,  my  lere  brother; 
And  every  wight  gan  laughen  at  thit  flrif. 

Thus  fwived  was  the  carpenteres  wif 
For  all  his  kcping  and  his  jaloufie. 
And  Abfolon  hath  kill  hire  nether  eye. 
And  Nicholas  is  fcalded  in  the  toute. 
This  Tale  is  don,  and  God  fave  all  the  route; 


Vol.  I. 
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AArHAN  folk  han  laughed  at  this  nice  cas 

6f  Abfolon,  and  Kcndy  Nicholas, 

plTcrfc  folk  diverfely  they  faldc. 

But  for  the  mdre  part  they  lought  and  plaide  | 

Ne  at  this  Tale  I  faw.no  man  greve 

But  it  were  only  Ofewold  the  Rcvc  3 

Becaafc  h<r  was  of  carpenteret  craft 

A  litel  ire  is  in  his  herte  ylaft ; 

He  can  ta  grntch  and  blamen  it  a  Ute. 

Se  the  ikf  quod  he,  ful  wel  coude  I  him  quite 

With  blcxing  of  a  proude  millcreseye. 

If  that  me  I^  to  f|^he  of  ribaudrie. 

But  ik  am  olde ;  me  lift  not  play  for  age ; 

Grai  time  is  don,  my  foddre  is  now  forage  : 

This  white  top  writcth  j^ne  old  yeres ; 

Min  herte  is  alfo  moulds  as  min  hcres ; 

But  if  I  face  as  doth  an  open  ers. 

That  ilkc  fruit  is  ever  lenger  the  wert 

Til  it  be  rotcn  in  muUok  or  in  ftre. 

We  olde  men,  I  drede»  fo  farcn  we  } 
Til  we  be  roten  can  we  not  be  ripe ; 
We  hoppe  alway  while  that  the  world  wol  pipe; 
For  in  our  will  ther  ftiketh  ever  a  nayl. 
To  have  an  hore  bed  and  a  grene  tayl. 
As  hath  a  lekc ;  for  though  our  might  be  gon 
Oiur  will  defireth  foUy  ever  in  on ; 
For  whan  we  may  not  don  than  wol  we  fpeken, 
Tet  in  our  aihen  cold  is  fire  yreken. 

Four  gledes  han  we  which  I  fhal  devife, 
Avannting,  lying,  anger,  and  coretifc  ; 
Thefe  fuure  fparkes  longen  unto  elde  $ 
Our  olde  limes  mow  wcl  hen  unwelde. 
But  will  ne  Ihall  not  failkn  that  is  fothe : 
And  yet  have  I  alway  a  cokes  tothc. 
As  many  a  yere  as  it  paCTed  hcnne 
Sin  that  my  tappe  of  lif  began  to  renoe ; 


For  fikerly  whan  I -was  borne  anon 

Dcth  drow  the  tappe  of  lif  and  let  it  gon  ; 

And  ever  fith  hath  U>  the  Uppe  yronne. 

Til  that  ahnoft  all  empty  is  the  tonne ; 

The  ftreme  of  lif  now  droppcth  on  the  chimbe\ 

The  fely  tongc  may  wel  ringe  arid  chimbe 

Of  wretchedncfTe  that  pafifcd  is  ful  yore  : 

With  olde  folk  fave  dotage  is  no  more. 

Whan  that  our  Hoftehad  herd  this  fcrmoning^ 
He  gan  to  fpeke  as  lordly  as  a  king. 
And  iayde^  What  amounteth  all  this  wit  f 
What,  fhall  we  fpeke  all  day  of  holy  writ  f 
The  devil  made  a  Reve  for  to  prechc. 
Or  of  a  fouter  a  Ihipman  or  a  leche. 

Say  forth  thy  Tale,  and  tary  not  the  time; 
Lo  Depeford,  and  it  is  half  way  prime  : 
Lo  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  Ihrew  is  inne  : 
It  were  al  time  thy  Tale  to  beginne. 

Now,  fires,  quod  this  Ofewold  the  Reve, 
I  pray  you  alle  that  ye  not  you  greve 
Though  I  anfwerc,  and  ibmdelfet  hishowr^ 
For  Icfd  is  with  force  force  off  to  ftiowve. 

This  dronken  Miller  hath  ytold  us  here 
How  that  begiled  was  a  carpentere, 
Paraventure  in  fcorne,  for  I  am  on ; 
And  by  your  leve  I  fhal  him  quite  anon  : 
Right  in  his  chcrlcs  tcrmcs  wol  I  fpeke ; 
I  pray  to  God  his  necke  mote  to  breke. 
He  can  wd  in  min  eye  feen  a  ftalk. 
But  in  his  ow<:n  he  cannot  feen  a  balk. 


♦  Kimet  Tcut.  means  the  promlnencT  •(  the  flavci  be* 
yond  the  head  of  the  barrel.  The  inuscry  to  vcty  cxaA 
and  beautiful. 
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At  TrompiDgtoiiy  not  fer  fro  Cantebrigge, 

Thcr  gotb  *  brook,  and  over  that  a  bridge, 

Upoo  the  whiche  brook  ther  ftont  a  melle } 

Aad  this  is  Tcray  fothe  ihat  I  yon  telle.  f 

A  miller  -was  ther  dwelling  many  a  day. 

At  any  peacock  he  was  proade  and  ^y  : 

Pipen  hie  coode,  and  fiihe,  and  nettesbete. 

And  tnmen  ai|^>et,  and  wraftlen  wel  and  ihete. 

Ay  by  lus  belt  fa^  bare  a  long  pavade. 

And  of  a  fwerd  ful  trenchant  was  the  blade : 

A  yAj  popper  bare  he  in  his  poocbe. 

Ther  n  aa  no  man  for  peril  dorfl  him  tonche. 

A  Shcfeld  thwitel  bare  he  in  his  hofe : 

Roosd  washit  fttce,  aad  camnie  was  hit  nofe  : 

M  pilled  as.  an  ape  «ras  his  flcnll : 

He  was  a  market-beter  at  the  full. 

Ther  d9rftc  no  wight  bond  upon  him  legge, 

That  he  ne  fwore  he  fliuld  anon  abegge. 

A  theie.  he  was  forfoth  of  come  and  mele, 
And  that  a  flie,  and  nlant  for  to  ftele  : 
His  naase  was  hoten  Deinons  Simekin  f . 
A  wif  he  hadde  comen  of  noble  kin  : 
The  peribn  of  die  toon  hire  father  was : 
With  hire  he  yaf  fnl  many  a  panne  of  bna 
for  that  Simkin  flmld  in  his  blood  allie  : 
flie  was  yfoftered  in  a  nonnerie ; 
For  Simkin  wolde  no  wif,  as  he  foyde, 
But  ibc  were  wel  ynonriflied  and  a  mayde^ 
To  faven  his  eftat  of  yemanrie  ; 
And  flie  was  proud  and  pert  as  is  a  pie. 
Alol  £Ure  ^pii  was  it  opon  hem  two. 
Ob  holy  dayes  befome  hire  wold  he  go 
With  lus  tipet  ybomide  about  his  bed, 
Acd  file  caae  after  in  a  gitc  of  red. 
And  Simkin  hadde  hoien  of  the  iame.  ^ 

Ther  dor^  no  wight  dcptn  her  but  Daioe  : 

•  Utajtt  Simkin,  tbc  mfller  of  Tromplnftton,  decclveth 
t«octaffcc»  of  aoUcrH  h«U  la  Camhrlilyie  In  Healing  their 
«nrn«  b«t  <hey  (•  manaee  their  matters  (hat  they  revenue 
t>ie  wreoK  to  ihe  fun.  vhS%  Tale  \*  imitated  frocn  Boccace, 
Mivd  rhe  <kh,  IHt  the  9th.— fhU  yoomay  pafs  over  if 
T«»u  pleaiie.    Vrry. 

t  Hia  name  was  Simofi,  of  which  Simekin  is  the  difni- 
tutiire,  aad  frooi  hb  4U(iamftiJ  iofoltnt  maniura  he  had 
at^ir«d  the  lornimc  of  U^inaus,  juA  ae  NtchoUis  In  the 
twaftcT  taie,  was  cicprd  S/ciidy  irom'the  very  uppofite  br- 
hariovr.  A  f^reat  numhar  of  our  foriumca  have  been 
^cnvrd  from  qualities  of  the  mind,  and  it  is  reaionaMe 
tQ  i^amofe'that  at  tbc  bcptnninR  thev  were  merely  pcr- 
l^ul«  like  what  we  call  nicknames.  It  Is  prob^ilHe  that 
c^uic  9f  hereditary  fum^mes  wat  no:  even  in  Chaucet'» 
ttec  Atlly  ^UMuhaA  among  the  lower  cUflcs  of  people. 


Was  non  fo  hardy,  that  went  by  the  way^ 
That  with  hire  dorfte  rage  or  ones  play, 
dut  if  he  wolde  be  ilain  of  Simikin 
With  payade,  or  with  knif  or  bode|tin ; 
(For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  eTcrmo, 
Algate  they  wold  hir  wives  wenden  fo.) 
And  eke,  for  Ihe  was  fomdel  fmoterlich. 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich, 
And  al  fo  ful  of  hoker  and  of  brfmarc, 
Hire  thoughte  that  a  ladie  (huld  hire  fpare. 
What  for  hire  kinrede  and  hire  nortclric 
That  ihe  had  lemed  in  the  nonnerie. 

A  doughter  hadden  they  betwix  hem  two 
Of  twenty  yere,  withouten  any  mo, 
Saving  a  child  that  was  of  half  yerc  age ; 
In  cradle  it  lay,  and  was  a  propre  page. 
This  wenche  thicke^nd  wel  ygrowen  was. 
With  camufe  nofe  and  eyen  grey  as  glas ; 
With  buttokes  brode,  and  breftcs  round  and  hie, 
But  right  fairs  was  hir  here,  I  wol  not  lie. 

The  perfon  of  the  toun,  for  fhe  was  faire. 
In  purpos  was  to  maken  hire  his  haire 
Both  of  his  catel  and  of  his  mefuage. 
And  ftrange  he  made  it  of  hire  mariag««    , 
His  purpos  was  for  to  beftow  hire  hie 
Into  fome  worthy  blood  of  anceftrie. 
For  holy  chirches  good  mote  ben  defpende  j 
On  holy  chirches  blood  that  is  defcended ; 
Therfore  he  wolde  his  holy  blood  honoure 
Though  that  he  holy  chirche  fliuld  devoure. 

Gret  fokeb  hath  this  miller  oot  of  doute 
With  whete  and  malt  of  all  the  land  aboute^ 
And  namely  ther  was  a  gret  college 
Men  clcp  the  Soler  hall  at  Cantebrege, 
Ther  was  hir  whete  and  ekt  hir  maltc  yground* 
And  on  a  day  it  happed  in  a  ftoond 
S&ke  lay  the  manciple  on  a  maladie, 
Men  wenden  «wifly  that  he  fhnlde  die ; 
Fpr  which  this  miller  dale  both  mele  and  corn 
An  hundred  times  more  than  befom. 
For  therbefom  he  ftale  but  cnrteiily. 
But  now  he  was  a  thefe  outrageoufly, 
F^r  which  the  wardein  chidde  and  made  farC| 
But  therof  fct  the  miller  not  a  tare ; 
He  craked  boft,  and  fwore  it  n*as  not  fo. 

Than  were  ther  yofige  poure  fcolores  two 
^hat  dwehen  in  <Ke  hallc  of  which  I  fay  ^ 
^eftif  they  were,  and  lufty  for  to  play, 
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And  only  for  hir  mirtK  and  rcvclric 

Upon  the  wardein  befily  thqr  crie 

To  yevc  hem  Icvc  but  a  little  ftound 

To  gon  to  mille  and  fcen  hir  corn  yground ; 

And  hardily  they  dorften  lay  hir  nccke 

The  miller  ihuld  not  ftelc  hem  half  a  pecke 

Of  com  by  flcighte,.  ne  by  force  him  revcr 

And  at  the  laft  the  wardein  yavc  hem  levc. 
John  highto  that  on,  and  Alein  highte  that  other ; 
Of  a  toun  were  they  bom  that  highte  Strother, 
Fcr  in  the  north,  I  cannot  tellcn  where. 

This  Alein  maketh  rcdy  all  his  gere. 
And  on  a  hors  the  fab  he  cail  anon  : 
Forth  goth  Alein  the  cltfk,  and  alfo  John, 
With  good  fwerd  and  with  bokeler  by  hir  fide. 
John  knew  the  way,  him  neded  not  no  guide. 
And  at  the  mille  the  fak  adoua  he  laithr 

Alein  fpake  firil;-  AH  hajlc,  Simond,  in  faith,. 
How  fares  thy  faire  daughter  and  thy  wif  I 

Alein,  welcome  (quod  Simkin),  by  my  lif. 
And  John  alfo.  How  now,  what  do  ye  here  ? 
By  God,  Simond  (quod  John),  nedc  has  no  pcre ; 
Him  behoves  ferve  himfclf  that  has  na  fwain. 
Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  clerkes  fain. 
Our  manciple  I  hope  he  wol  be  ded, 
Swa  werkcs  ay  the  wangcs  in  his  bed  ; 
And  therforc  is  I  conw,  and  eke  Alein, 
To  grind  our  corn  and  cary  it  hame  agcin  \ 
I  pray  you  fpedc  us  hencn  that  yc  may. 

It  Ihal  be  don  (quod  Simkin}  by  my  fay* 
What  wol  yc  don  while  tjiat  it  is  in  hand  f 
By  God,  right  by  the  hopper  wol  I  (land, 
(Quod  John)  and  fcen  how  that  the  corn  gas  an  j 
Yet  faw  1  never  by  my  fader  kin 
How  that  the  hopper  wagges  til  and  fra. 

Alein  anfwercd,  John,  and  wolt  thou  fwt  ? 
Than  wol  I  be  bencthe  by  my  croun. 
And  fee  how  that  the  melc  falles  adoun 
In  til  th^:  trogh ;  that  fhal  be  my  difport ; 
for,  John,  in  faith  I  may  ben  of  your  fort  : 
I  is  as  ill  a  miller  as  is  ye. 

This  miller  fmilcd  at  hir  nicctec,  • 

And  fought  all  this  n'is  don  but  for  a  wile. 
They  wencn  that  no  man  may  hem  begilc. 
But  by  my  thrift  yet  flial  I  blerc  hir  eie 
For  all  the  fleighte  in  hir  philofophic. 
The  more  queinte  knakkes  that  they  make. 
The  more  wol  I  ftele  whau  that  I  uke. 
In  ftedc  of  flour  yet  wol  I  yeve  hem  brcn. 
The  gretcft  clerkcs  ben  not  the  wifeft  men. 
As  whilom  to  the  wolf  thus  fpake  the  marc  : 
Of  all  hir  art  nc  count  I  not  a  tare. 

Out  at  the  dore  he  goth  ful  prively 
Whan  that  he  faw  his  time  foftely. 
lie  loketh  up  and  doun,  til  he  hath  found 
The  clcrkes  hors  thcr  as  he  flood  ybound 
Behind  the  mille  under  a  Icvcfcll, 
And  to  the  hors  he  goth  him  faire  and  well, 
A;.d  ftripcth  of  the  bridcl  right  anon. 

And  whan  the  hors  was  laus  he  gan  to  gon 
Toward  the  fen  ther  wildc  mares  renne, 
And  forth  with  wehce  thurgh  thick  and  thinne. 
This  miller  goth  aga^n,  no  word  he  faid. 
But  do^  his  note,  acd  with  thefe  clcrkes  plaid, 


Till  that  hir  corn  was  faire  and  wel  ygf OcAtd^ 
And  whan  the  mele  is  facked  and  ybound. 
This  John  goth  out  and  fint  his  hors  away. 
And  gan  to  crie  Harow  and  wala  wa  \ 
Our  hors  is  loft:  Alein,  for  Goddes  banei 
Step  on  thy  feet;  come  of,  man,  al  at  ancs  ? 
Alas !  our  wardein  has  his  palfrey  lorn. 

This  Alein  al  forgat  both  mele  and  com  ; 
Al  was  out  of  his  mind  his  huibandrie  : 
What,  whilkc  way  is  he  gon  ?  he  gan  to  crie. 

The  wif  came  Icping  inward  at  a  renne ; 
She  fiiyd,Alas!  youre  hor»gotk  to  the  fenne 
With  wilde  mares  as  faft  as  he  may  go.. 
Unthank  come  on  his  h^d  that  bond  him  fo,. 
And  he  that  better  Ihuld  have  knit  the  rein. 

Alas  I  (quod  John)  Alein,  for  Criftes  peitt 
Lay  doun  thy  fwerd,  and  \  flial  min  alfw* ; 
I  is  ful  wight,  God  wate^as  is  a  ra. 
By  Ooddes  faule  he  (hall  noi  fcape  us  bathe. 
Why  ne  had  thou  put  the  capel  in  the  lathe  ? 
HI  hailc,  Alein,  hy  God  thou  is  a  fonne. 

Thefc  fcly  derkes  bin  ful  faft  yronnc 
Toward  the  fen,  bothe  Alein  and  eke  John  ; 
And  whan  the  miljer  faw  that  they  were  gon 
He  half  a  bu(hcl  of  hir  flour  hath  take,, 
And  bad  his  wif  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
He  fayd,  I  trow  the  clcrkes  were  aferde  : 
Tct  can  a  miller  make  a  clcrkes  bcrde 
For  all  his  art.  Ye,  let  hem  gon  hir  way. 
Lo  wher  they  gon.   Ye,  let  the  children  pUy  : 
They  get  him  not  fo  lightly  by  my  croun. 
Thefe  fely  ckrkes  rcnnen  up  and  doun 
With  Kepe,  kepe ;  Stand,  ftand;  jofla,  wardercrc* 
Ga  whittle  thou,  and  \  (hal  kepe  him  here. 
But  (hortly,  till  that  it  was  vcray  ni^t 
They  coude  not,  though  they  did  aU  hir  might, 
Hir  capel  catch,  he  ran  alway  fo  fad. 
Til  in  a  diche  they  caught  him  at  the  U(h 

Wery  aftd  wet,  as  bcftes  in  the  rain, 
Cometh  fely  John,  and  with  him  comcth  Aleim 
Alas  (quod  John)  the  day  that  I  was  borne  ! 
Now  are  we  driven  til  hething  and  til  fcoroe. 
Our  com  is  fblne,  men  wol  us  founea  calle. 
Both  the  wardein  and  eke  our  fehwes  aUc, 
And  namely  thie  miller,  wala  wa  I 

Thus  plaincth  John  as  he  goth  by  the  way 
Toward  the  mille,  and  Bayard  in  his  hond. 
Tlic  miller  fitting  by  the  firre  he  fond. 
For  it  was  night,  and  forthcr  might  they  nought^ 
But  for  the  love  of  God  they  him  bcfought 
Of  herberwc  and  of  cfe,  as  for  hir  peny. 

The  miller  faide  agcn,  If  ther  be  any, 
Swiche  as  it  is  yet  fhall  yc  have  your  part. 
Myn  houfc  is  ftrcit.lmt  ye  h^vc  Icrnedart; 
Ye  can  by  arguments  makcn  a  place 
A  mile  brode  of  twenty  foot  of  fpacc. 
Let  fee  now  if  this*  place  may  fuffice. 
Or  make  it  roum^with  fpcche,  as  is  your  gifc. 
Now,  Simond  (faid  this  John),  by  Scint  Cuthbcrdi 
Ay  is  thou  mcry,  and  that  is  faire  anfwerd. 
I  have  herd  fay  man  fal  take  of  twa  thingcs, 
Slike  as  he  findes,  or  (like  as  he  bringes. 
But  fpccially  I  pray  thee,  hofte  dcrc, 
Gtf  us  have  meii  and  driuke,  and  make  Os  che^e^ 
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And  wc  fa!  paicn  trrwcly  at  the  full : 
With  empty  hand  men  may  na  haukes  tulL 
Lo  here  our  (Uver  rcdy  for  to  fpend. 

This  miller  to  the  toun  his  do^ghter  feild 
For  ale  and  bred,  and  rofted  hem  a  goot, 
And  bond  hir  hors  he  (huld  no  more  go  loos. 
And  n  his  owen  chambre  hem  made  a  beddc^ 
With  ihctes  and  with  chalons  faire  yfpredde, 
Nat  from  his  owen  bed  ten  foot  or  twelve  t 
His  doughter  had  a  bed  sdl  by  hire  fclve, 
Right  in  the  fame  chambre  by  and  by  i 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  canfe  why, 
Ther  was  no  ronmcr  herberwe  in  the  place. 
They  foopcn,  and  they  fpeken  of  folace. 
And  drinken  ever  ftrong  ale  at  the  be(L 
AboQten  midnight  wente  they  to  re(L 

Wei  hath  this  miller  Terni^ed  his  bed, 
Fal  pale  he  was,  for-dronkcn,  and  nought  red. 
He  yoxeth,  and  he  fpeketh  thur^  the  nole. 
As  he  were  on  the  qualdce  or  on  the  pofe. 
To  bed  he  gotli,  and  with  jiim  goth  hiswif; 
As  any  jay  fhe  .light  was  and  jcdif ; 
So  was  hire  joly  whidle  wel  ywette. 
The  cradel  at  hire  beddes  feet  was  fette 
To  rocken,  and  to  ycve  the  diild  to  fouke. 
And  whan  that  dronken  was  all  in  the  crooke 
To  beddc  went  the  doughter  right  anon. 
To  bedde  goth  Alein  and  alfo  John. 
Ther  n*as  no  more ;  nedeth  hem  no  dwale. 
This  miller  hath  fo  wiily  bibbed  ale. 
That  as  an  hors  he  iporteth  in  his  flepe, 
Ne  of  his  tail  behind  hetoke  no  kepe. 
His  wif  bare  him  a  burdon  a  ful  flrong. 
Men  might  hir  routing  heren  a  furlong. 
The  wenche  routeth  cite  far  compagnie. 

Alein  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodie. 
He  .poketh  John,  and  fayde,  Slepeft  tHou  f 
Herded  thou  ever  Hike  a  fong  cr  now  ? 
i»  whilkc  a  complin  is  ymell  hem  alle ; 
A  wilde  fire  upon  hir  bodies  falle, 
Wha  hcrkned  ever  (like  a  £erly  thing  ? 
Ye,  they  fhaH  have  the  flour  of  yvcl  ending. 
This  lange  night  ther  tides  me  no  rede ; 
Bat  yet  na  force,  all  Ihal  be  ibr  the  beile. 
For,  John  (fayd  he),  as  ever  mote  1  thrive. 
If  that  1  may  yon  wenche  wol  I  fwive. 
Som  efement  has  lawe  yfliapen  us ; 
For,  John,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  iaieth  thus. 
That  if  a  man  in  o  point  be  agreved 
That  in  another  Ibe  fhal  be  rdeved. 
Our  com  is  flolne,  fothly  it  is  na  nay. 
And  wc  han  had  an  yvd  fit  to-day  ; 
And  fin  1  ihai  have  nan  amendcment 
Again  my  lofie  I  wol  have  an  efement : 
By  Coddcs  faule  it  (hal  nan  other  be. 

This  fehn  anfwered,  Alein,  avife  thee ; 
The  miller  is  a  perilous  man,  he  layde. 
And  if  that  he  out  of  his  flepe  abraide. 
He  mighte  don  us  bathe  a  vilanie. 
Alein  anfwered,  I  count  him  nat  a  flie. 
And  up  he  rifl,  and  by  the  wenche  he  crept. 
This  wenche  lay  upright,  and  fallc  flcpt. 
Til  he  fo  nigh  was,  efihe  might  efpic, 
That  it  had  bea  to  laU  £or  to  eric  : 


And  (hortly  for  to  fay,  they  were  at  on. 

Now  play  Alein,  for  I  wol  fpel^e  of  John. 
This  John  lith  Hill  a  furlong  way  or  two, 

And  to  himfelf  he  maketh  routh  and  wo. 

Alas  !  (quod  he)  this  is  a  wicked  jape ; 

Now  may  1  fay  that  1  is  but  an  ape. 

Yet  has.  my  felaw  fomwhat  for  his  harme  ; 

He  has  the  millers  doughter  in  his  arme  : 

He  auntred  him,  and  hath  his  nedes  fpcddc. 

And  I  lie  as  a  draf  fak  in  my  bedde  ; 

And  whan  this  jape  is  tald  another  day 

1  flial  be  haldcn  a  daffe  Or  a  coke  nay; 

I  wol  arife  and  auntre  it  by  my  fay  : 

TJnhardy  isunfcly^  thus  men  fay. 
And  up  he  rofe,  and  foftely  he  went 

Unto  the  cradcl,  and  in  his  hand  it  hent. 

And  bare  it  fofi  unto  his  beddes  fete. 

Sone  after  this  the  wif  Hire  routing  lete. 

And  gan  awake,  and  went  hire  out  to  pilTc, 

And  came  again,  and  gan  the  cradel  mifle. 

And  groped  here  and  ther,' but  fhe  fond  non. 

Alas  (qugd  Ihe)  I  1  had  almoft  mifgon  ; 

I  had  almoft  gon  to  the  clcrkes  bedde  : 

Ey  benedicite  \  than  had  I  foulc  yfpcdde. 

And  forth  Ihegoth.til  (te  the  cradcl  fond. 

She  gropeth  alway  forthcr  wiih  hire  hond, 

And  fond  the  bed,  and  thoughte  nat  but  good* 
Becaufe  that  the  cradcl  by  it  ftood. 

And  n*iftc  wher  Ihe  wa?,  for  it  was  derk. 
But  faire  and  wel  Ihe  crept  in  by  the  clerk. 
And  lith  ful  ftill,  and  wold  han  caught  a  llepc* 

Within  a  while  this  John  the  clerk  up  lepe. 
And  on  this  goode  wif  he  Iaieth  on  fore ; 
So  mery  a  fit  ne  had  Ihe  nat  ful  yore : 
He  priketh  hard  and  dcpe  as  he  were  mad. 
This  joly  lif  han  thefe  two  clerkcs  lad 

Til  that  the  thridde  cok  began  to  fing. 
Alein  wex  werie4n  the  morwening,  ^ 

For  he  had  fwonken  all  the  longe  night. 
And  fayd,  Farewel,  Malkin,  my  fwete  wight  i 
The  day  is  come,  1  may  no  longer  bide, 
But  cvermo  wher  fo  I  go  orride 
I  is  thin  ^wen  clerk,  foiiavc  I  hcle. 
Now,  dere  lemman,  quod  fee,  go,  larcwele; 
But  or  thou  go,  o  thing  I  wol  thee  tell. 
Whan  that  thou  wendeft  homeward  by  the  mell^ 
Right  at  the  entree  of  the  dore  behind 
Thou  (halt  a  cake  of  half  a  bulhel  find 
That  was  ymaked  of  thin  owen  mclc, 
Which  that  I  haipe  my  fader  for  to  ftcle  : 
And,  goode  lemman,  God  thee  favc  and  kepe. 
And  with  that  word  ftie  gan  almoft  to  wepc. 
Alein  uprift,  and  thought  cr  that  it  daw, 
1  wol  go  cTcpen  in  by  my  felaw ; 
And  fond  the  cradel  at  his  hand  anon. 
By  God,  thought  he,  all  wrang  1  have  mifgon : 
My  bed  is  tottie  of  my  fwink  to  night. 
That  maketh  me  that  I  go  nat  aright. 
I  wot  wel  by  the  cradel  1  have  mifgo ; 
Here  lith  the  miller  and  his  wif  alfo. 
And  forth  he  goth  a  twenty  divcl  way 
Unto  the  bed,  ther  as  the  miller  lay. 
He  wend  have  cropen  by  his  felaw  John, 
And  by  the  miller  in  he  crept  anon, 
Ciij 
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And  caught  him  by  the  nekke,  and  gan  him  (hake, 
And  fayd.  Thou  jfchn,  thou  fwinefhcd,  awake 
For  Criftes  faule,  and  here  a  noble  game ; 
For  by  that  lord  that  called  is  Scint  Jame, 
At  I  have  thries  as  in  tliii  ihort  night 
Swived  the  millers  doughter  bolt  upright 
While  thou  hail  at  a  coward  ben  agall. 

Ye,  falfe  harlot,  quod  the  miller,  haft  ? 
A,  falfe  traitour,  falfe  clerk  (quod  he), 
Thou  (halt  be  dcd  by  Qoddcs  dignitec, 
Who  dorfte  be  fo  bold  to  difparage 
My  doughter,  that  it  come  of  fwiche  linage. 
And  by  the  throte»boUe  he  caught  Aleln, 
And  he  him  hent  defpitouily  again, 
And  on  the  nofe  he  fmote  him  with  hit  fifl ; 
Doun  ran  the  blody  flreme  lipon  hit  breft : 
And  In  the  flore  with  nofe  and  mouth  to-broke 
They  walwe,  as  don  two  pigges  in  a  poke. 
And  up  they  goti,  and  doun  again  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  fporned  at  a  fton, 
And  doun  he  fell  backward  upon  his  wif, 
That  wiftc  nothing  of  this  nice  ftrif ; 
For  (he  wat  fall  aflepe  a  liul  wight 
With  John  the  clerk,  that  waked  had  all  night, 
And  with  ^e  fall  qut  of  hire  flepe  (he  br^ide. 
Helpc,  holy  crofs  of  ^romehobnc!  (flic  faydc) 
/*  maHut  tunf,  Lord,  to  thee  I  call. 
Awake,  Simond,  the  fend  is  on  me  fall ; 
^yn  herte  is  broken ;  helpe  \  I  n'am  but  ded ; 
Thcf  lith  on  up  my  wombc  and  up  myn  bed  ; 
jlclpe,  Simkin,  for  the  falfe  clerkcs  fight. 
This  John  ft?rt  up  a*  fall  as  ever  he  mighty 
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And  grafpeth  by  the  wallestd  and  tt^ 
To  find  a  ftaf,  an^  (he  ftert  up  alfo, 
And  knew  the  eftres  bet  than  did  this  Johfl^ 
And  by  the  wall  ihe  toke  a  {laf  anon. 
And  law  a  litel  fhemcring  of  a  light. 
For  at  an  hole  in  (hone  the  mone  bright. 
And  by  that  light  fhe  faw  hem  bothe  two. 
But  fikerly  fhe  n*ifte  who  was  who. 
But  at  file  faw  a  white  thing  in  hire  eye  ; 
And  whan  (he  gan  this  white  thing  eipie 
She  wend  the  clerk  had  wered  a  volupere. 
And  with  the  ftaf  (he  drow  ay  nerc  and  ncrc. 
And  wend  han  hit  this  Alein  atte  full. 
And  linote  the  miller  on  the  mlled  (kuU, 
That  doun  he  goth,  and  cried,  Hurrow !  I  die 
Thifc  derkes  bete  him  wel,  and  let  him  lie. 
And  greithcn  hem,  anduke  htr  hors  anon. 
And  eke  hir  mele,  and  on  bir  way  they  gon  ; 
And  at  the  miUc  dore  eke  they  toike  hir  cako 
Of  half  a  bufliel  flour  ful  we)  ybake. 

Thus  is  the  proude  miller  wel  ybcttc. 
And  hath  yloft  ^thc  grinding  of  the  whcte^ 
And  paid  for  the  foupcr  every  del 
Of  Alein  and  of  John  that  bete  him  wel  i 
Hit  wif  it  fwived  and  his  doughter  als  2 
ho,  fwiche  it  it  a  miller  to  be  fajs  : 
And  therfore  this  proverb  is  fayd  ful  foth. 
Him  thar  not  winnen  wel  that  evil  doth  5 
A  gilour  (hal  himfelf  begilcd  be ; 
And  God,  that  fitcth  hie  in  mageftee. 
Save  all  this  compagnic  gret  and  fmalc. 
Thu9  have  I  ^it  tl^  viiUer  in  my  Talc* 
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THE   COKES   PROLOGUE. 


Tai  Coke  of  London,  %hile  theReve  fpake. 

For  joye  (htm  thonght)  he  dawed  him  on  the  bak : 

A  ha  (<|Qod  he)  for  Criftei  paflion, 

Thb  flJller  had  a  iharpe  condoiion 

Upoo  this  argwaent  of  herbergage. 

Wei  iayde  S^omon  in  hi#  langage 

Ne  bring  not  every  man  into  thm  hons, 

For  herberwiog  by  night  it  perilous. 

Wei  ought  a  man  avifed  for  to  be 

Whom  that  he  brought  into  his  privetee. 

I  pray  to  God  fo  yere  me  forwe  and  care 

If  ever,  fithen  I  highte  Hodge  of  Ware, 

Herd  1  a  miller  bet  yiette  a>werk ; 

He  had  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  derk. 

Bat  God  forbede  that  we  ftinten  here. 
And  therfore  if  ye  vouchen  (auf  to  here 
A  Tale  of  me  that  am  a  poure  man, 
1  Yol  you  tell  as  wel  as  ever  I  can 
A  litel  jape  that  fell  in  our  citee. 

Our  Hofte  anfwerd  and  iayde,  I  grant  it  thee  : 


Now  teU  oh,  Roger,  and  bke  that  h  he  goo^ 
For  many  a  pdf^ee  hail  thou  letten  blood, 
And  many  a  Jacke  of  Dover  haft  thou  fold 
That  hath  been  twies  hot  and  twies  cold  : 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  haft  thou  Criftes  curfc. 
For  of  thy  perielee  yet  fare  they  the  werfe , 
That  they  nan  eten  in  thy  ftoble  goos. 
For  in  thy  ihop  goth  many  a  flie  loos. 
Now  tell  on,  gentil  Roger  by  thy  name. 
But  yet  I  pray  thee  be  no(  wroth  for  game ; 
A  man  may  fay  fill  foth  in  game  and  play. 

Thou  fayft  f ul  foth,  quod  Roger,  by  my  fsty  ; 
But  foth  play  fuadejpel,  as  the  Fleming  faith. 
And  therfore,  Hcrry  Bailly,  by  thy  faith 
Be  thou  not  wroth,  or  we  departen  here. 
Though  that  my  Tale  be  of  an  hoftclere  : 
But  natheles,  I  wol  not  telle  it  yet. 
But  er  we  part  ywis  thou  ihalt  be  quit. 
And  therwithal  he  lough  and  made  chere 
And  iayd  his  Tale,  as  ye  (hal  after  here. 
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A  Pecmtis  whilom  dwelt  in  our  citee, 
And' of  a  craft  of  vitaillers  was  he : 
Gailiard  he  was  as  goldfinch  in  the  (hawe, 
Broone  as  a  bery,  a  propre  fliort  felawe. 
With  lokkes  blake  kembcd  ful  fetiily  : 
Dancen  he  coude  fo  wel  and  jolily. 
That  he  was  deped  Perkin  %evelour : 
He  was  as  ful  of  love  and  paramour 
As  u  the  hive  ful  of  honey  fwetc ; 
Wd  was  the  wenche  with  him  mighte  mete. 

•  The  deCcrfptfon  cf  sn  onthrt^  prentice  jjlvtn  to  dice, 


,  and  wine,  wafliof  thereby  hi»  maftcr*  good*,  an* 

Circhatifift  to  hiinfeU  NcWfatc.  litt  niott  part  u|'  this  Tale 
Io#«or  never  finiibed  by  the  Author. 


At  every  bridale  would  he  fing  and  hoppe ; 
He  loved  bet  the  taveme  than  the  ihoppe; 
For  whan  ther  any  riding  was  in  Chepe 
Out  of  the  ihoppe  thider  wold  he  lepe, 
And  til  that  he  had  all  the  fight  yfein. 
And  danced  wel,  he  wold  not  come  ageing 
And  gadred  him  a  meinie  of  his  fort 
To  hoppe  and  fing,  and  maken  fwiche  diiport ; 
And  ther  they  fetten  ftevcn  for  to  mete 
To  plain  at  the  dice  in  fwiche  a  ftrete ; 
For  in  the  Toun  ne  was  ther  no  prentis 
That  fairer  coude  cafte  a  pair  of  dis 
Than  Perkin  coude,  and  thereto  he  was  fir» 
Of  his  difpencc,  in  place  of  privetcc ; 
Ciii) 
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That  fond  his  maiftcr  wcl  in  hi»  chaifcrc. 
For  often  time  he  fond  his  box  ful  bare. 

For  fothly  a  prentis,  a  revclour. 
That  haunteth  dis,  riot  and  paramour^ 
HiB  moiilcr  fhal  it  in  his  (hoppc  abie, 
Al  h«ve  he  no  piit  pf  the  minftralcic; 
For  theft  and  riot  they  ben  convertible, 
Al  can  they  play  on  giteme  or  ribibl«. 
Rcvd  and  trouth,  as  in  a  low  degree, 
I'hey  ben  ful  wroth  all  day,  as  men  may  fee. 

This  joly  prentis  with  his  maifler  abode. 
Til  he  was  neigh  out  of  hjs  preotifHode, 
Al  were  he  fnibSed  bothe  erly  and  latfc, 
And  fomtlmc  lad  with  revel  to  Newgate  : 
But  at  the  laft  his  maiiler  him  bethought, 
Vpou  a  day  whan  he  his  paper  fought. 
Of  a  provcrbe  that  faith  this  lame  word, 
IVd  bet  is  roten  appel  out  of  hord 


Than  that  it  rote  aUe  the  remeiuutt : 

So  fareth  it  by  a  riotous  fenrant ; 

It  is  wel  laffe  harm  to  let  him  pace 

Than  he  fliende  all  the  ferrants  in  the  place  ; 

Therfore  his  maiiler  yaf  him  a  quittance. 

And  bad  him  go,  with  forwe  and  with  mcfrhanct> 

And  thus  this  joly  prentis  had  his  lere  : 

Now  let  him  riot  all  the  night  or  leve. 

And  for  thcr  n'is  no  thefc  without  a  loike 
That  helperh  him  to  waften  and  to  fouke 
Of  that  he  briben  can  or  borwq  may. 
Anon  he  fent  his  bed  and  his  acray 
"Unto  a  compere  of  his  owen  fort 
That  loved  dis,  and  riot,  and  difport. 
And  had  a  wif  that  held  for  countenance 
A  ihoppe,  and  fwived  for  hire  foIlcoaDce. 
•       ^      «      •••       •       •      «      ♦••      • 
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^  THE  MAN  OF  LAWES  PROLOGUE. 


Opt  Hofte  ftw  wel  that  the  brighte  (bone 

The  ark  of  his  artificial  day  had  ronne 

The  fonrthc  part  and  half  an  houre  and  more ; 

And  though  he  were  not  depe  expert  in  lore. 

He  wide  it  was  the  eightc-and-twenty  day 

Of  April,  that  is  mcllager  to  May, 

And  £iw  wel  that  the  ftadow  of  every  tree 

Was  as  in  lengthe  of  the  fame  qnantitee 

That  was  the  body  ere^  that  caufed  it. 

And  thcrfore  by  the  fliadow  he  toke  his  wit 

That  Phebus,  which  that  (hone  fo  derc  and  bright, 

Degrees  was  five-and-forty  dombe  on  hight ; 

And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 

It  was  ten  6S  the  dok  he  gan  conclude. 

And  fodenly  he  pUght  his  hors  aboute. 

Lordings,  quod  he,  I  wame  you  all  this  route 
The  fourthe  partic  of  this  day  is  gon : 
Now  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  Seint  John  ' 
Lefeth  no  time,  as  fcrforth  as  ye  may. 
Lordingt,  the  time  it  waftcth  night  and  day. 
And  fteleth  from  us,  what  prively  fleping. 
And  what  thurgh  negligence  in  our  waking, 
Ajtf  doth  the  Ilreme,  that  tumeth  never  again, 
Deiicending  fro  the  montagne  into  a  plain. 
'Wel  can  Senek  and  many  a  philofophre 
Bewailen  time  more  than  gold  in  cofire ; 
JPor  loffe  of  catel  may  recovered  be. 
But  feife  of  time  Ihendeth  us,  quod  he. 
h  wol  sot  come  again  withouten  drede, 
Ko  more  than  wol  Malkins  maidenhede 
When  (he  hath  lod  it  in  hire  wantounefTe  : 
l«et  us  not  moulen  thus  in  idlenefle. 

Sire  Man  of  Lawe,  quod  he,  fo  have  ye  blis, 
Tel  OS  a  Tale  aooo,  as  forword  is. 
Tc  ben  fubmitted  thurgh  your  free  aflent 
To  fionde  in  this  cas  at  my  jugement. 
Acquitteth  you  now,  and  holdeth  your  beheft ; 
'fhan  have  ye  don  your  devoir  at  the  left. 

Hoile,  quod  he,  d(  par  dieuxjeo  ajfentt^ 
To  brekcn  forword  is  not  min  entente. 
Behefi  is  dette,  and  1  wold  hold  it  fayn 
All  my  beheft,  I  can  no  better  fayn. 
For  iv^iche  lawe  as  man  yeveth  ai^other  wight 
He  fliald  himfelven  ulcn  it  by  right. 
Thus  wol  our  text ;  but  nathelcs  certain 
1  can  right  now  no  thrifty  Talc  fain, 
Bat  Chadcer  (though  he  can  but  lewdely 
On  metres  and  on  riming  craftily) 
Hath  (ayd  hem  in  fwichc  EngUih  as  he  can 
Of  oldc  ^me,  as  knoweth  siany  a  man'; 


And  if  he  have  not  fayd  hem,  leve  brother^ 
In  o  book,  he  hath  fayd  hem  in  another  : 
For  he  hath  told  of  lovers  up  and  doun 
Mo  than  Ovide  made  of  mentioun 
In  his  Epiflolisf  that  ben  ful  olde. 
What  fhuJd  1  tcllen  hem  lin  they  ben  toldc  f 
In  youthe  he  made  of  Ceyes  and  Alcyon, 
And  fithen  hath  be  fpoke  of  everich  on 
Thilc  noble  wives,  and  thifc  lovers  eke. 
Who  fo  that  wol  his  large  volume  feke 
'  Cleped  The  Seintes  Legende  of  Cupide  i 
Thcr  may  he  fe  the  large  woundes  wide     , 
Of  Lucrcce,  and  of  Babylon  Thilbe ; 
The  fwerd  of  Dido  for  the  falfe  Enee  ; 
The  tree  of  Phillis  for  hire  Demophon  | 
The  plaint  of  Deianire  and  Hermion, 
Of  Adriane  and  Yfiphilee ; 
The  barreine  ile  ilonding  in^e  fee ; 
The  drcint  Leandre  for  his  fayre  Hero  ; 
The  teres  of  Heleinc,  and  eke  the  wo 
Of  Brifcide  and  of  xJidomia ; 
The  crueltec  of  thee,  Queae  Medea, 
Thy  litel  children  hanging  by  the  hab 
For  thy  J[afon,  that  was  of  love  fo  fals : 

0  Hipermellra,  Penelope,  Alcefte  ! 

Your  wif  hood  he  commcndeth  with  the  bcfte. 

But  certainly  no  word  ne  writeth  he 
Of  thilkc  wicke  enfample  of  Canace, 
That  loved  hire  owen  brother  finfuUy  ; 
(Of  all  fwiche  curfed  dories  1  fay  Fy) 
Or  dies  of  Tyrius  Appolonious, 
How  that  the  curfed  king  Antiochn* 
Bcrafte  his  doughter  of  hire  maidenhede^ 
That  is  fo  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede, 
Wlian'  he  hire  threw  upon  the  pavement* 
And  thcrfore  he  of  ful  avifement 
N*oid  never  write  in  non  of  his  fermone 
Of  fwiche  unkindc  abhominations : 
Nc  I  wol  non  rchcrfe,  if  that  I  may. 
But  of  my  Tale  how  fhal  1  don  this  day  } 
Me  were  loth  to  be  likened  douteles 
To  Mjifes  that  men  ckpc  Picrides, 
{Metamorpbofeot  wrote  what  I  mcne) 
But  natheles  I  recchc  not  a  bene 
Though  I  come  after  him  with  hawcbake  ; 

1  fpeke  in  profe,  and  let  him  rimcA  make. 
And  with  that  word  he  with  a  fobre  cher9 
Began  his  Tale,  and  faydc  as  ye  (buU  here. 
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THE  MAN  OF  LAWES  TALE- 


O  scATtirvL  harm,  conditioD  of  poverte. 
With  thirft, with  cold,  with  hnogcr,  fo  confotinded. 
To  aiken  helpe  thee  ihamcth  in  thine  herte. 
If  thou  non  afk,  fo  fore  art  thou  ywounded. 
That  veray  nede  uowrappcth  al  thy  wound  bid. 
Mau^  thin  hed  thou  mod  for  indigence 
Or  ftek  or  begge,  or  borwe  thy  di^nce. 

Thou  bltmeft  Crift,  and  (ayft  ful  bitterly. 
He  mifdeparteth  ricfaefle  texnporal  v 
Thy  neighebour  thou  witeft  finfnlly. 
And  fay%  thou  haft  to  litel  and  he  hath  all : 
Parfay  (fayft  thou^  fometime  he  Tckcn  (hall. 
Whan  that  his  tayl  ihal  brennen  in  the  elede, 
.For  he  nought  helpeth  needful  in  hir  nede. 

Hcrkeni  what  it  the  fentence  of  the  wife, 
Bet  it  to  dien  than  have  indigence. 
Thy  felve  neighebour  wol  thee  defpife ; 
If  thou  be  poure  fa^twel  thy  rerercnce. 
Yet  of  the  wife  man  take  this  fentence, 
AUe  the  dayet  of  poure  men  ben  wicke ; 
Beware  therfore  or  thou  come  to  that  pricktf. 

If  thou  be  poure,  thy  brother  hateth  thee. 
And  all  thy  frendet  flcen  fro  thee,  alat ! 
O  riche  marchants)  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  noble,  o  prudent  folk !  at  in  thit  cat. 
Your  baggcs  ben  not  filled  with  ambet  as. 

But  with  fit  cink,  that  renneth  for  your  chance  ; 
At  Criftenmafie  mery  may  ye  dance. 

Ye  fekon  lond  and  fee  tor  your  winninget ; 
As  wife  folk  ye  knowen  aU  th*  eftat 
Of  regncs ;  ye  ben  fathers  *f  tidinget 
And  tales  both  of  pees  and  of  debat : 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  dcfolat, 
JTere  that  a  marcfaant,  gon  it  many  a  yere. 
Me  taught  a  Tale  which  that  ye  fhuU  here. 

In  Surrie  whilom  dwelt  a  companiie 
Of  chapmen  rich,  and  therto  &d  and  trewe, 
That  wide  were  fenten  hir^icerie. 
Clothes  of  gold,  and  iatins  riche  of  hewe : 
Hir  chaffare  was  fo  thrifty  and  fo  newc. 
That  e?ery  wight  hath  deintcc  to  chafikre 
With  hem,  and  eke  to  fcllcn  hem  hir  ware. 

Now  feU  it  that  the  mgiftcrs  of  that  fort 
Han  Ihapen  hem  to  Rome  for  to  wcnde. 
Were  it  for  diapmanhood  or  for  difport, 
Non  other  mcfTage  woWc  they  thider  lende. 
But  comcn  hcmfelf  to  Rome,  this  is  the  ende; 
And  in  fwiche  phcc  as  thought  hem  avantage 
for  hir  entente  they  taken  lur  hcrbcrgage. 


Sojoitnied  haa  thefe  marchants  in  that  ttras 
A  certain  time,  as  fell  to  hir  plefance : 
And  ib  befell  that  the  excellent  rcnotm 
Of  the  emperonres  doughter,  Dame  Cuftaoce» 
Reported  was  with  every  drcumftance 
Unto  thefe  Surrien  miixmnts  in  fwiche  wife 
Fro  day  to  day  as  I  Ihall  yon  devife. 

This  was  the  commnn  Tois  of  every  man  : 
Our  emperour  of  Rome,  God  him  fe, 
A  douehter  hath  that  fin  the  world  began. 
To  redcen  as  wel  hire  goodnefle  as  beaute^ 
N*as  never  fwiche  another  as  is  fhe ; 
I  pray  to  God  in  honour  hire  fuftene. 
And  wold  file  were  of  all  Europe  the  quene* 

In  hire  is  high  beaute  withottten  pride, 
Youthe  withouten  grenehed  or  folSe : 
To  all  hire  werkcs  vertue  is  hire  guide ; 
Humblefle  hath  flaien  in  hire  tyrannie : 
She  is  mirrour  of  alle  curtefie. 
Hire  herte  is  veray  chambre  of  holinefie. 
Hire  hondminiftre  of  fredom  for  ahnefle. 

And  al  this  vols  was  foth,  as  God  is  trewe  ; 
But  now  to  purpos  let  us  tume  agein. 
Thefe  marchants  ban  don  fraudit  hir  fiiippes  new^ 
And  whan  they  ban  this  blisfm  maiden  fcin 
Home  to  Surrie  ben  they  went  ful  fiyn. 
And  don  hir  nedes,  as  they  ban  don  yore. 
And  liven  in  wele ;  I  can  fay  you  no  more. 

Now  fell  it  that  thefe  marchants  ftood  in  grace 
Of  him  that  was  the  Soudan  of  Surrie; 
For  whan  they  came  from  any  ftrange  place 
He  wold  of  his  benigne  curtefie 
Make  hem  good  chere,  and  befily  efpie 
Tidings  of  fundry  f  egnes,  for  to  lere 
The  wonders  that  they  mighte  fccn  or  here. 

Amonges  other  tkinges  fpecially 
Thefe  marchams  han  lum  told  of  I^ame  Cnftaoec 
So  gret  nobleffe,  in  emefl  fcrioufly. 
That  this  Soudan  hath  caught  A>  gret  plefanca 
To  han  hire  fieure  in  his  remembrancCi 
That  all  his  kfi  and  afl  his  befy  cure 
Was  for  to  love  hire  while  his  Hf  may  dure. 

Paraveoture  in  thi&c  large  book 
Which  that  men  dcpc  the  Hcvcn  ywrittcn  wi» 
With  ftcrrcB,  whan  that  he  his  birdie  took. 
That  he  for  love  fliuld  han  hi«  deth,  alas  f 
For  in  the  ftcrrcs,  clcrcr  than  is  glas, 
Is  writen,  God  wot,  who  lb  coud  it  rede, 
The  deth  of  every  man  withouten  drcdc« 


THE  MAN  Pf 

In  fterres  many  a  wkter  therbef^rn 
Was  writ  th^  deth  of  Hcdor,  AchlUes, 
Of  Pompcy,  Julius,  or  they  were  born ; 
The  ftrif  of  Thchea,  and  of  Hcrculet, 
Of  SampfoQjTurnus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deth ;  hot  mennet  witteshen  fo  dull 
That  no  wight  can  wej  rede  it  at  the  full. 

This  Soudan  for  his  prive  councel  fent» 
And  Ihortly  of  this  matere  for  to  pace. 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  cntent, 
And  (ayd  hem  certain,  but  he  might  have  grace 
To  han  Cuftance,  within  a  litel  fpacc 
He  n*as  but  ded,  and  charged  hem  in  hie 
To  (hapen  for  his  lif  fom  remedie. 

Direrfe  men  diverfe  things  (aiden ; 
They  argumentes  eafien  up  and  doun } 
Many  a  fubtil  refon  forth  they  laiden ; 
Tbey  fpeken  of  magihe  and  abuiion; 
But  fiiully,  as  in  conduiion, 
Thej  cannot  feen  in  that  non  avantage, 
Ke  in  non  other  way  fave  mariage. 

Than  law'  they  therein  fwiche  difficultep 
By  way  of  refon,  for  to  fpeke  all  plain, 
Becaufe  thcr  was  fwiche  diTcrfltee 
Betwcne  hir  botbe  lawes,  that  they  fayn 
They  trowen  that  no  Crillen  prince  wold  fayn 
Wcdden  his  childe  under  our  law  fwete. 
That  us  was  yeven  by  ^abound  our  prophete. 

And  he  anfwered.  Rather  than  I  lc(e 
Cnfiance  I  wol  be  crifteoed  doubteles : 
I  mote  ben  hire^,  I  may  non  other  chefe, 
I  pray  yon  hold  your  arguments  in  pees ; 
SaYcth  my  lif,  and  beth  pot  rcccheles 
To  gecen  hire  that  hath  my  life  in  cure. 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  long  endure. 

Whatinedeth'  greur  dilatation  i 
I  iay  f>y  tretife  and  ambaflatrie. 
And  hf  the  Popes  mcdiatioun. 
And  aH  the  chirche,  and  all  the  chevalrie. 
That  in  ddhndion  of  Maumetrie, 
And  in  encreie  of  Cnfl:es  We  dere, 
Tbey  ben  accorded  fo  as  ye  may  here : 
How  that  the  Soudan  and  his  Wonage^ 
And  all  his  lieges,  ihuld  ycriftened  be. 
And  he  flial  han  Cuftance  in  mariage. 
And  certain  gold,  I  n*ot  what  quantitee. 
And  hereto  miden  fufiBfant  furetee. 
The  fame  accor^  is  fwome  on  ^yther  fide ; 
How,  fair  Cuftance,  almighty  God  thee  gide. 

Now  wolden  fom  men  waiten,'as  I  gene. 
That  I  flinld  tellen  all  the  puryeiance 
The  which  that  the  Emperour  of  his  noblcfle 
Hadi  ihapen  for  his  doughter  Dame  Cuftance. 
Wd  may  men  know  that  to  gret  ordinance 
May  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  daufe 
As  was  arraied  for  fo  high  a  caufe. 

Bilhopes  ben  ihapen  with  hire  for  to  weode, 
Lordcs,  ladies,  and  knightes  of  renoun. 
And  other  folk  ynow ;  this  i^  the  end : 
And  notified  is  thurghout  allf  the  toun 
That  erery  wight  with  gret  (^otioun 
Shonld  prayen  Crift  that  he  this  mariage 
Receive  ii\  grce,  and  fpcde  this  viago. 


f^^WZB   TALE.  ^ 

The  day  is  comen  of  hire  departing^ 
I  fay  the  woful  day  fatal  is  come 
That  ther  may  be  no  longer  t^rying. 
But  forward  they  hem  dreflen  all  and/ome. 
Cuibnce,  that  waa  with  forwe  all  overcome, 
Ful  pale  arift,  and  drefleth  hire  to  wende. 
For  wel  flie  feth  ther  n*is  non  other  ende. 

Alas !  what  wonder  is  it  though  ihe  wept. 
That  ftial  be  fent  to  ftrange  nation 
Fro  frendes  that  fo  tendreTy  hire  kept. 
And  to  be  bounde  under  fubjedion 
Of  <»i  (he  knoweth  not  his  condition  ? 
Houftwndes  ben  all  good,  and  han  ben  yote« 
That  knowen  wive^  I  dare  iay  no  more. 

Fader,  (ihe  faid)  thy  wretched  child  Coftapce, 
Thy  yonee  doughter,  foftered  up  fo  foft. 
And  ye,  my  moder,  mv  ibveraine  pleiance 
Over  all  thtng,  (out  taken  Crift  on  loft) 
Cuftance  your  child  hire  recommcndeth  oft 
Unto  your  grace,  for  I  ihal  to  Surrie, 
Ke  ihal  I  never  feen  you  more  with  eye« 

Alas !  un^o  the  Bairbare  nation 
I  mufte  gon,  iin  that  it  is  your  will ; 
But  Cril,  that  fbrfe  for  our  redemption. 
So  yeve  me  grace  his  heftes  to  AilfiU, 
I  wretched  woman  no  force  though  I  fpi)l  : 
Women  are  home  to  thra|dom  and  penance. 
And  to  ben  under  mannes  governance, 

I  trow  at  Troye  whan  Pirrus  brake  the  waS 
Or  Ilion  brent,  or  Thebes  the  citee, 
Ne  at  Rome  for  the  harm  thurgh  HannibaU, 
That  Romans  hath  venqueihed  times  three, 
N*as  herd  fwiche  tendre  weping  for  pitee 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hire  parting; 
But  forth  ihe  mote  wheder  ihe  wepe  or  iing« 

O  firfte  moving  crtiel  firmament ! . 
With  thy  diurnal  fwegh  that  croudeft  ay. 
And  hnrtleft  all  from  eft  til  Occident, 
That  naturally  wold  hold  another  way, 
Thy  crouding  fet  the  heven  in  fwiche  arra^ 
At  the  beginning  of  this  fierce  viage 
That  cruel  Mars  hath  flain  this  marria^ 

Infortunat  afcendent  tortuous. 
Of  which  the  lord  is  helpeles  fall,  alas ! 
Out  of  his  angle  into  the  derkeft  hous, 
O  Mars,  o  Atyzar!  as  in  this  cas ; 
O  feble  Mone !  unhappy  ben  thy  pas. 
Thou  knitteft  thee  ther  thou  art  not  received, 
Ther  thou  were  wel  fro  theones  art  thou  wei' 

Imprudent  Emperour  of  Rome,  alas ! 
Was  ther  no  philofophre  in  al  thy  touQ  { 
Is  no  time  bet  than  other  in  fwiche  cas  t 
Of  viage  is  ther  non  eledioun. 
Namely  to  folk  of  high  conditioun, 
Kat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  birth  yknowe  f 
Alas !  we  ben  to  lewed  or  to  flow. 

To  ihip  is  brought  this  woful  faire  maid 
Solempneiy,  with  every  circumftance : 
Now  Jefu  Crift  be  with  you  all,  ihe  faid. 
Ther  n*is  no  more,  but  Farewel,  fair  Coibuice. 
She  pcineth  hire  to  make  good  countenance  ; 
And  forth  I  let  hire  iayle  in  this  manere, 
Aiid  tume  I  wol  againc  to  my  matere. . 


THE   MAN  OF  LAWES  TALt. 


The  mother  of  Soudan,  well  of  vices, 
Efpied  hath  hire  foncs  pleinc  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  old  facrifices ; 
And  right  anoo  ihe  for  her  confeil  fente. 
And  they  hen  comen  to  know  what  fhe  mente ; 
And  whan  alTcmbled  was  this  folk  in  fere, 
She  fet  hire  doun,  and  fayd  as  ye  (hul  here : 

Lordes,  (fhe  (ayd)  ye  known  everich  on 
How  that  my  fone  in  point  is  for  to  lete. 
The  holy  lawes  of  our  Alkaron, 
Ycvcn  hy  Goddes  Mcffager  Mahomete ; 
But  on  avow  to  grete  God  I  hete, 
Thft  h'f  ftial  rather  out  of  my  body  fterte 
Than  Mahomctcs  lawe  out  of  myn  hcrtc. 
'    What  fliuld  us  tiden  of  this  ncwe  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance, 
'And  afterward  in  helle  to  ben  drawe, 
For  we  reneicd  Mahound  our  creance  I 
But,  Lordcs,  wol  ye  maken  aflurance. 
As  I  Ihal  fay,  aflcnting  to  my  lore  ? 
And  1  Ihal  make  us  fauf  for  evermore. 

They  fworcn  and  alfented  every  man 
To  live  with  hire  and  die,  and  by  hire  (lond ; 
And  everich  on,  in  the  heft  wife  he  can. 
To  ftrcngthcn  hire  flial  all  his  frendcs  fond. 
And  ^e  hath  this  emprife  y taken  in  bond 
Whkh  ye  (hull  hercn  that  I  Ihal  devife, 
And  to  hem  all  {he  fpake  right  in  this  wife. 

We  Ihul  firft  fcin  us  Criftendom  to  take ; 
Cold  water  (hal  not  greve  us  but  a  lite ;    • 
And  1  flial  fwiche  a  fcfte  and  revel  make 
That,'  as  I  trow,  I  flial  the  Soudan  quite  : 
For  tho  his  wif  be  criftened  never  fo  white 
She  flial  have  ncde  to  wafli  away  the  rede 
Though  (he  a  font  of  water  with  hire  Icde. 

•O  SoudanneiTe!  rote  of  iniquitee, 
Virago  thou  Scmyrarace  the  fccond, 
O  ferpent  uiider  femininitec, 
IJke  to  the  ferpent  dcpe  in  helle  ybound, 
O  fcined  woman  1  all  that  may  confound 
Vertue  and  imioccnce,  thurgh  thy  malice 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  neft  of  every  vice. 

O  Sathan  envious !  fin  thilke  day 
That  thou  were  chafed  from  our  heritage, 
Wcl  knowefl  thou  to  woman  the  oldc  way : 
Thou  mailed  Eva  bring  tts  in  fcrvage, 
Thqu  wolt  fordon  this  Criften  mariage : 
Thin  inftrumcnt  fo  (wala  wa  the  while  !) 
•Makeft  thou  of  women  whan  thou  wolt  begile. 

This  Soudanncfle,whoml  thns  blame  and  warric, 
Let  privcJy  hire  confeil  gon  hir  uray  : 
What  fhuld  I  in  this  Talc  longer  tarie  ? 
T^c  ridcth  to  the  Soudan  on  a  day, 
And  fayd  him'  that  (he  wold  reinie  hire  lay, 
And  CrilUndora  of  prcftes  hondes  fong. 
Repenting  hire  (he  Hethen  was  fo  long ; 

Bofeching  hira  to  don  hire  that  honour 
That  (he  might  han  the  Criften  folk  to  feft; 
To  pi  fen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour. 
The  Soudan  faith,  I  wol  don  at  your  heft. 
And  kneling  thanked  hire  of  that  requell ; 
So  glad  he  was  ne  n*ifte  not  what  to  fay, 
ph£  kiil  hire  lone,  and  home  (ke  goth  hire  way. 
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Arrived  ben  thefe  Criften  folk  to  lonA 
In  Surric,  with  a  gret  folempne  route. 
And  hafhly  this  Soudan  fent  hit  fond 
Firft  to  his  mother  and  all  the  regnc  aboute,    , 
And  fayd  his  wif  was  comen  out  of  doute. 
And  praide  hem  for  to  riden  again  the  quene. 
The  honour  of  his  regne  to  fuftene. 

GretVas  the  prcffe,  andriche  was  th*  array 
Of  Surriens  and  Romanes  met  in  fere. 
The  mother  of  the  Soudan  richc  and  gay 
Received  hire  with  all  fo  glad  a  chere 
As  any  mother  might  hire  doughter  dcre ; 
And  to  the  nexte  citee  ther  befide 
A  foftc  pas  folempncly  they  ride. 

Nought  trow  I  the  triumph  of  Julius, 
Of  which  that  Lucan  raakcth  fwiche  a  boft. 
Was  rcaller  or  more  curious 
Than  was  th*  affemblee  of  this  blisful  hoft ; 
Butte  this  fcorpion,  this  wicked  goft. 
The  Soudane(le,  for  all  hire  flattering 
Caft  under  this  ful  mortally  to  fting. 

The  Soudan  cometh  himfelf  fone  after  thii 
So  really,  that  wonder  is  to  tell. 
And  welcometh  hire  with  alle  joy  and  blit. 
And  thus  in  mirth  and  joye  I  let  hem  dwell ; 
The  fruit  of  this  matere  is  that  I  tell 
Whan  time  came,  men  thought  it  for  the  hefk 
That  revel  ftint,  and  men  go  to  hir  reft. 

The.  time  come  is  this  olde  Soudannc(re 
Ordeined  hath  the  fefte  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  to  the  fefte  Criften  folk  him  drefle 
In  general,  ya,  bothe  yonge  and  olde. 
Ther  may  men  feft  and  realtee  beholdc. 
And  deintees  mo  than  I  can  you  devife ; 
But  all  to  dere  they  bought  it  or  they  rife. 

O  foden  wo,  that  ever  art  fucce(four 
To  worldly  blifs!  fpreint  is  with  bitternelTe 
Th*  cndc  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour  : 
Wo  occupleth  the  fyn  of  our  gladne(re. 
Herken  this  confeil  for  thy  fikernefle. 
Upon  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  nnware  wo  of  harme  that  cometh  behinde. 

For  (hortly  for  to  tellen  at  a  word. 
The  Soudan  and  the  Criften  everich  on 
Ben  all  to-hewe  and  ftiked  at  the  bord 
But  it  were  only  Dame  Cuftance  alone. 
This  old  Soudanefte,  this  curfcd  crone. 
Hath  with  hire  frcndes  don  this  curfed  dede. 
For  (he  hirefdf  wold  all  the  contrce  lede. 

Nc  ther  was  Surrien  non  that  was  converted. 
That  of  the  confeil  of  the  Soudan  wot. 
That  he  n'as  all  to-hewe  er  he  afterted  ; 
And  Cuftance  hair  they  taken  anon  fote-hot. 
And  in  a  (hip  all  ftereles  (God  wot) 
They  han  hire  fet,  and  bidden  hire  lerne  fayic 
Out  of  Surrie  againward  to  Itaille. 

A  certain  trefor  that  (he  thither  laddtf. 
And  foth  to  (iyn  vitaillc  gret  plentce. 
They  han  hire  yevcn,  and  clothes  eke  (he  hadde. 
And  forth  (he  faylcth  in  the  falte  fee. 
O  my  Cuftance !  ful  of  benignitee, 
O  Emperoures  yonge  doughter  dere ! 
He  that  is  Lotd  of  fortune  be  thy  ftcre. 
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She  Uefleth  hire,  and  with  fill  picious  voit 
Unto  the  crois  of  Crift  thus  (ayde  ihe  : 
O  dere,  o  wekfnl  anter,  holy  crois ! 
Red  of  the  Lambcs  blood  fill  of  pitee. 
That  wefti  the  world  fro  the  old  iniqnitee. 
Me  fro  the  fende  and  fro  his  clawes  kepe 
That  day  that  1  ihal  drenchen  in  the  depe. 

Vi^oriout  tree,  protetflion  of  trewe. 
That  only  wprthy  were  for  to  here 
The  King  of  heven  with  his  wonndes  newe, 
The  white  Lamh,  that  hurt  waswiih  a  fpere ; 
Fiemer  of  fendes  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  linunes  £uthfiill}fc  extenden. 
Me  hepe,  and  yeve  me  might  my  lif  to  anaenden. 

Yeres  and  dayes  fleet  this  creature 
Thorghout  the  fee  of  Grece,  imto  the  Straite 
Of  Maroc,  as  it- was  hir^^venture  : 
On  many  a  ibry  mele  now  may  (he  baite ; 
After  hire  deth  ful  often  may  Ihe  waite. 
Or  that  the  wilde  HQives  wol  hire  drive 
Unto  the  place  ther  as  ihe  (hal  arive. 

Men  mighten  aflcen  why  flie  was  not  flain  ? 
Eke  at  the  fefte  who  might  hire  body  fave  ? 
And  I  anfwer  to  that  demand  again. 
Who  iaved  Daniel  in  the  horrible  care, 
Ther  cTcry  wight  fave  he,  mailer  or  knave, 
Was  with  the  leon  frettc  or  he  ailerte  ? 
No  wight  but  God,  that  he  bare  in  his  herte. 

God  U(k  to  ihcw  his  wonderfol  miracle 
In  hire,  for  we  ihuld  feen  his  mighty  werkcs : 
Crift,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle. 
By  certain  menes  oft,  as  knewen  clerkes, 
I>Kh  thing  for  certain  ende  that  ful  derke  is 
To  mannes  wit,  that  for  our  ignorance 
Nt  can  nat  know  his  prudent  purveiance. 

Now  iith  ihe  was  not  at  the  Idkt  yflawe. 
Who  kepte  hire  fro  the  drenching  in  the  fee  ? 
Who  kept  Jonas  in  the  fiibes  ma  we, 
Til  he  wa»  fpouted  up  at  Ninevee  f 
Wcl  may  men  know  it  was  no  wight  but  he 
That  kept  the  peple  Ebraike  fro  drenching, 
With  drye  feet  thurgbout  the  fee  paffing. 

Who  bade  the  foure  fpirits  of  tempeft. 
That  fKmrer  ban  to  anoycn  lond  and  fee. 
Both  north  and  fouth,  and  alfo  weft  and  eft, 
Anoyen  nether  fee,  nc  Iqnd,  nc  tree  ? 
Sothly  the  commander  of  that  was  he 
That  fro  the  tempeft  ay  this  woman  kepte 
As  wcl  whan  ihe  awoke  as  whan  ihe  flepte. 

Wher  might  this  woman  mete  and  drinke  have? 
Three  yere  and  more  how  lafteth  hire  vitaille  f 
Who  fed  the  Egyptian  Mary  in  the  cave 
Or  in  defert  ?  no  ¥right  but  Cvi^Jhtu  faiUe, 
Five  thooiand  folk  it  was  a  gret  marvaille  - 
With  loves  five  and  fiihes  two  to  fede  : 
God  ient  his  foyfon  at  hire  grete  nede. 

She  driveth  forth  into  our  ocean 
ThurgfaoBt  our  wide  iee,  til  at  the  iaft 
Under  an  hold,  that  ncmpnen  I  ne  can, 
FcT  in  Northum^erlond,  the  wave  hire  caft, 
And  is  the  fasd  hire  ihip  iliked  fo  fail 
That  thennes  wolde  it  not  in  all  a  tide  : 
The  wiiie  of  Criiik  was  that  ihe  ihulde  s^ide< 
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The  Conibble  of  the  caftle  doun  is  fare 
To  feen  this  wrecke,  and  al  the  ihip  he  fought* 
And  fond  this  very  woman  ful  of  care ; 
He  fond  alio  the  trcfour  that  ihe  brought : 
In  hire  langage  mercy  ihe  befought. 
The  lif  out  of  hire  body  for  to  twinne, 
Hire  to  deliver  of  wo  that  ihe  was  inne, 

A  maner  Latin  corrupt  was  hire  fpeche. 
But  algate  therby  was  ihe  undcrftond. 
The  Coni^able,  whan  him  lift  no  longer  feche. 
This  woful  woman  brought  he  to  the  lond. 
She  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh  Goddes  fond  ; 
But  what  ftie  was  flie  wolde  no  man  feye 
For  foule  ne  faire,  though  that  ye  ihrulde  deye* 

She  faid  ihe  was  fo  mafed  in  the  fee 
That  ihe  forgatc  hire  minde,  by  hire  trouth. 
The  Conftablehath  of  hire  fo  gret  pitee, 
And  eke  his  wif,  that  they  wepen  for  routh  j 
She  was  fo  diligent  withouten  flouth 
To  fcrvc  and  plcfcn  evcrich  in  that  place. 
That  all  hire  k)ve  that  loken  in  hire  face. 

The  Conftable  and  Dame  Hermegild  his  wir 
Were  Paycncs,  and  that  contrec  every  wher  ; 
But  Hermegild  loved  Cuftancc  as  hire  lif ; 
And  Cuftance  hath  fo  long  fo}oumed  ther 
In  orifons,  with  many  a  bitter  tcre, 
Til  Jcfu  hath  converted  thwrgh  his  grace 
Dame  Hermegild,  ConilableiTe  of  that  place. 

In  all  that  lond  no  Criften  dorfte  route ; 
All  Criften  folk  ben  fled  fro  that  contree 
Thurgh  Paycncs,  that  conquercden  all  aboutc 
The  plages  of  the  north  by  lond  and  fee. 
To  Wales  fled  the  Chriftianitce 
Of  olde  Bretons  dwelling  in  this  ile  ; 
ITicr  was  hir  refuge  fer  the  mcne  while. 

But  yet  n'ere  Criften  Bretons  fo  exiled 
That  ther  n*ere  fom  which  in  hir  privitee 
Honoured  Crift,  and  Hethen  folk  begiled. 
And  neigh  the  cafilc  fwichc  ther  dwelten  three  : 
That  on  of  hem  was  blind,  and  might  not  iee, 
But  it  were  with  thilke  eycn  of  his  minde, 
With  which  nrien  mowen  fee  whan  they  benj}linde. 

Bright  was  the  fonnc  as  in  that  fommers  day. 
For  which  the  Conftable  and  his  wif  alfo, 
And  Cuftance,  ban  ytake  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  fee  a  furlong  way  or  two,       • 
To  plaien  and  to  romen  to  and  fro. 
And  in  hir  walk  thisblinde  man  th<^  mcttc, 
Croked  and  olde,  with  eycn  faft  yihette. 

In  the  name  of  Crift,  (cried  this  blindc  Breton) 
Dame  Hermegild,  ye\e  me  my  fight  again. 
This  lady  wexe  afraied  of  th?.t  foun. 
Left  that  hire  hufbond,  ihortly  for  to  fain. 
Wold  hire  for  Jcfu  Griftes  love  have  flain, 
Till  Cuftance  made  hire  bold,  and  bad  hire  wcrchc 
The  will  of  Crift,  asdoughterof  holycherchc. 

The  Conftable  wexe  abaihed  of  that  fight. 
And  faydc,  What  amounteth  all  this  fare  ? 
Cuftance  anfwered,  Sire,  it  is  Criftes  might. 
That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  fendes  Ihare  : 
And  fo  ferforth  Ihe  Igan  our  lay  declare. 
That  ihe  the  Conftable,  cr  that  it  were  eve. 
Converted,  and  on  Crift  made  him  bekvc.^ 
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This  ConiUl>le  was  not  lord  of  the  place 
6f  which  I  fpeke,  ther  as  he  CufUnce  fond. 
But  iLept  it  ilrongly  many  a  winter  fpace 
Under  Alia  King  of  Northumbcrlond, 
I'hat  was  fol  wife,  and  worthy  of  hishond 
Againe  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here  j 
But  toume  I  wol  againe  to  my  matere. 

Sathan,  that  ever  us  waitcth  to  begile. 
Saw  of  Cuftance  all  hire  pcrfedioun, 
And  call  anon  how  he  might  qoite  hire  whi]e« 
And  made  a  yonge  knight,  that  dwelt  in  that  toon. 
Love  hire  fo  hote  of  foule  afie^ioun. 
That  veraily  him  thought  that  he  fhuld  fpille 
But  he  of  hire  might  ones  han  his  wiUe. 

He  woeth  hire,  but  it  availeth  nought ; 
She  wolde  do  no  finne  by  no  wey ; 
And  for  defpit  he  compafTed  his  thought 
To  maken  hire  on  ihameful  deth  to  dey  : 
He  waiteth  whan  the  Conftable  is  away. 
And  privily  upon  a  night  he  crepte 
In  Hermegildeschambre  while  fhc  flepte. 

Wery,  forwaked  in  hire  orifons, 
Slepeth  Cufiance,  and  Hermegilde  alfo. 
This  knight,  thurgh  Sathanes  temptations, 
All  fofteiy  is  to  the  bed  ygo. 
And  cut  the  throte  of  Hermegilde  atwo. 
And  layd  the  bloody  knif  by  Dame  Cnflance, 
And  went  his  way,  ther  God  yeve  him  milcha&ce. 

Sone  after  cometh  this  Conftable  home  again. 
And  eke  AUa,  that  king  was  of  that  lond. 
And  faw  his  wife  defpitoufly  yflain. 
For  which  ful  oft  he  w^pt  and  wrong  his  hond; 
And  in  the  bed  the  blody  knif  he  fond 
By  Dame  Cuftance.    Alas !  what  might  ihe  fay! 
For  veray  wo  hire  wit  was  all  away. 

To  King  AUa  was  told  all  this  milchance. 
And  eke  the  time,  and  wher,  and  in  whdt  wife. 
That  in  a  ihip  was  fonden  this  Cuftance, 
As  here  before  ye  han  herd  me  devife  : 
The  kinges  herte  of  pitee  gan  agrife 
Whan  he  faw  fo  benigne  a  creature 
Fall  in  difefe  and  in  miiaventure. 

For  as  the  lamb  toward  bis  deth  is  brought, 
80  ftant  this  innocent  befom  the  king : 
'Thisfalfe  knight,  that  hath  this  trefon  wrought, 
Bereth  hire  in  hond  that  ihe  hath  don  this  thing  : 
But  natheles  there  was  gret  murmuring 
Among  the  peple«  and  iayfi  they  cannot  gefle 
That  (he  had  don  fo  great  a  wickednefte ; 

For  they  han  fe^n  hire  ever  fo  vertuoui, 
And  loving  Hermegild  right  as  hire  lif. 
Of  this  bare  witnefte  everich  in  that  hous^ 
Save  he  that  Hermegild  flow  with  his  knif. 
This  gentil  king  hath  caught  a  gret  motif 
Of  this  witnefs,  and  thought  he  wold  enquere 
Depcr  in  this  cas,  trouthe  for  to  lore. 

Alas !  Cuftance,  thou  haft  no  champion, 
Ke  fighten  canft  thou  not,  fo  wala  wa  1 
But  he  that  ftarf  for  our  redemption; 
And  bond  Sathan,  and  yet  lith  ther  he  lay, 
So  be  thy  ftronge  champion  this  day : 
For  but  if  Crift  on.thee  miracle  kithe, 
Withoutcn  gilt  thou  flialt  be  flain  as  fwithe. 

She  fet  hire  doun  on  knees,  and  thus  fht  fayde; 


FLAWED  TAL*,' 
Immortal  God  t  thu  fairedft  Suftfine 
Fro  falfe  bleme,  and  thou  mercifnl  mayde* 
Mary  I  mene,  doughter  to  Seint  Anne, 
.  Befom  whos  child  angels  fingen  Q&nne. 
Ef  I  be  gil^eles  of  this  folonie 
My  focour  be,  orell6s  flul  I  die. 

Have  ye  not  feen  fomtime  a  pale  face 
(Amo^g  a  prees)  of  him  that  hath  ben  lad 
Toward  his  deth,  where  as  he  getteth  no  gracc> 
And  fwichc  a  colour  in  his  £sce  hath  had. 
Men  mightcn  know  him  that  was  fb  befiad 
Amonges  mil  the  faces  in  that  route. 
So  ftant  Cuftance,  and  loketh  hire  aboute. 

O  qvenes  living  in  profperitec, 
IDucheftes,  and  ye  ladies  everich  on ! 
Haveth  fom  routhe  on  hire  adverfitee. 
An  emperoures  doughter  ftant  alone; 
^e  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hire  mxme* 
O  blood  real,  that  ftondeft  in  this  drede, 
Fer  ben  the  frendes  in  thy  grete  pede ! 

This  Alia  king  hath  fwiche  comptffiouo. 
As  gentil  herte  is  ful  filled  of  pitee. 
That  fro  his  eyen  ran  the  water  doun. 
Now  haftily  do  fecche  a  book,  qttod  he. 
And  if  this  knight  wol  fweren  holiv  that  ihe 
This  woman  flow,  yfct  wol  we  us  avife. 
Whom  that  we  vro\  that  flial  ben  our  jnlUee. 

A  Breton  book,  written  with  Evangiles, 
Vf2A  fet,  and  on  this  book  he  ^ore  anon 
She  giltif  vras,  and  in  the  mene  whiles 
An  hond  him  fmote  upon  the  nekke  bone. 
That  doun  he  fell  at  ones  as  a  ftone. 
And  both  his  eyen  broft  out  of  his  face 
In  fight  of  eveiy  body  in  that  place. 

A  voice  was  herd,  in  general  audience, 
TVt  fayd,  Thon  haft  delclandered  gilteles 
The  doiighter  of  holy  chirche  in  high  prefence 
Thus  haft  thou  don,' and  yet  hold  I  nly  pees* 
Of  this  mervaille  agaft  was  all  the  prees ; 
Alt  mafed  folk  they  flonden  everich  on     • 
For  drede  of  vrreche,  fave  CuiUnCe  alone. 

.  Gret  vras  the  drede  and  eke  the  repentance 
Of  hem  thatlUdden  wronge  fufpedion 
Upon  ihisfely  innocent  Cuftance  t 
And  for  this  miracle,  in  conclufion. 
And  by  CufUnces  mediation. 
The  kmg,  and  many  another  in  that  place* 
Converted  was,  thanked  be  Criiles  grace. 

This  falie  knight  was  ilaln  for  his  untrouthe 
By  jugement  of  Alia  halUly ; 
And  yet  Cnihmce  had  of  his  deth  gret  routhe  ; 
And  after  this  Jefus  of  hi|  mercy 
Made  AUa  wedde^  ful  folempnely 
This  holy  woman,  that  is  fo  bright  and  fhene  ^ 
And  thus  hath  Crift  ymade  Cuftance  a  queue. 

But  who  veas  woful  (if  I  fliaU  not  lie) 
Of  this  wedding  but  Donenld,  and  no  mo. 
The  kinges  mother,  fiiU  oftyrannie  f 
Hire  thoughte  hire  cuffed  herte  braft  atwo ; 
She  wolde'not  that  hire  fone  had  do  fo  : 
Hire  thoughte  a  defpit  that  hefliulde  take 
So  ftrange  a  creature  unto  his  make. 

Me  Uft  not  of  the  chaf  ne  of  the  ijfro ' 
Maken  fo  long  a  tale  as  of  the  com,' 
What  fliBld  1  teUen  of  the  realtee 
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Gf  tlilt  msn^iScv  or  wiidt  ooart  gotk  bdbni, 

WhoUoweth  matrompeormaBhom? 

The  (rait  of  erory  tak  U  f  or  to  £17 ; 

Thcj  cte  9b4  drmk,  and  dance,  and  fin^  andpUy. 

Tlicy  goo  tabed^  at  it  was  fldll  and  rights 
For  though  that  vrv^cM  ben  fill  holy  thioges, 
They  mcSen  takein  patience  a.  night 
Swidie  maner  occefiarics,  a*  hen  pltfingea 
To  folk  that  faan  ywedded  hem  withringet. 
And  lay  a  lite  hir  holinaf*  aflde 
As  for  the  tise,  it  may- no  bit  betide^ 

On  hire  he  gat  a  kna-ve  childe  aooo, 
And  to  a  biflu^  and  his  Conftable  eke. 
He  toks^his  tnf  CO  faBpe,when  heis  gon 
To  Scotland  mzr^  hk  fomen  for  tofefce^ 
Kow  £ure  Cufiance,  that  is  fo  hunble  and  m^ke, 
80  1^  la  gctt  with  childe  til  that  ftiU 
She  hak  hire  chanibre,  abiding  Criftes  will* 

The  time  iacome,  a  knavo  child  (he  bore ;: 
Mauidns  at  the  fontftone  they  him  calle. 
This  Coaftable  ddth  fcrth  come  a  itieflSigtri 
AzmI  wrote  unto  his  king  that  ckfed  was  AUe, 
How  that  thisbiisftil  tidhtg^  is  befaUe, 
And  other  tidings  fpedefM  for  to  (ay. 
He  hath  the  lettfe,  and  forth  he  geth  hit  way* 

This  mcffiiger,  to  don  his  avantage, 
Unto  the  kingea  mother  rideth  fwi&e. 
And  (alneth  hire  fill  f iirt  hi  his  kngage. 
Madame,  qaod  he,  ye  may  be  glad  and  blithe, 
And  thanken  Oodan  hundred  thoitfand  fithe; 
My  bdy  ijoenc  hath  child,  withovten  donte. 
To  joy  and  Uifle  of  all  this  regne  abonte. 

Lo  here  the  lettre  (ekdof  this  thing. 
That  I  molt  here  hi  all  the  haft  I  may  : 
If  ye  wol  onght  nnto  yovr  fone  the  lung, 
I  am  your  fertant  bodie  night  and  day. 
Donegilde  anfwerd.  As  now  at  this  time  nay; 
But  here  I  Wol  all  night  thon  take  thy  reft, 
To-morwe  wol  I  (ay  thee  what  n^  left. 

This  meflager  diaidL  (adly  ate  and  wine. 
And  ftdkn  were  hk  letcrcaprively 
Got  of  his  boK,  while  he  (Icpt  asa  fwinef 
And  comrefeted  was  ftl  fnbtilly 
Another  lettre,  wrought  fnl  finfnlly, 
Unto  the  king  dircde  of  this  matere 
Fro  his  Coo&ble,  as  ye  (hal  after  here. 

This  lettre  fpake,  the  qoene  delhrered  was 
Of  to  horrible  a  louflieht  creature. 
That  in  the  caftle  non  fo  hardy  was 
That  any  while  dorft  therein  endure : 
The  mother  was  an  elf  by -aTenture 
T come,  by  charmes  or  by  forcerie. 
And  ererich  man  hateth  hire  compagnle. 

Wowas^lsking  when  he  this  lettre  had  fek. 
Bit  to  DO  wight  he  told  his  forwes  fore. 
Bat  of  his  owio  hand  he*  wrote  ^ain; 
Vdcooe  the  Ibsde  of  Crift  for  crermore 
To  Kc,  that  am  now  lemed  in  ^s  lore  ; 
Loni,w%loMnebe  thy  luft  and  thy  ple(ance; 
My  hift  I  put  aB  in  diyn  ordinance. 

Kepeth  this  child,  al  be"  it  fonle  or  faire. 
And  die  my  wif,  unto  min  home  coming : 
Oift  whan  him  Hft  may  fenden  me  an  hcirc 
Mare  agreabk  than  this  to  my  liking. 
Tills  kttrc  he  (clcd,privcly  weping, 


Which  tath«.  metfager  wfts  taken  fone, 
And  forth  he  goth)  thei%  is  no  more  tb  do*e« 

O  melTaf  er  fulfilled  of  dronkeneife ! 
Strong^  i»  ihy  breth,  thy  linnnes  laitren  ay. 
And  thou  bewreieft  alle  fecrenefle ; 
Thy  mind  is.lorne,  thou  jangleft  as  a  jay  ; 
Thy  face  is  tourncd  in  a  new  array  : 
TherdroidLeneiTe  regneth  in  any  route 
Ther  is  no  confeil  hid  withoutcn  doute. 

O  Donegild!  1  ne  hare  non  Englilh  digne 
Unto  thy  malice  and  thy  tyrannie. 
And  therfore  to  the  fendc  1  thee  refigne. 
Let  him  cnditen  of  thy  traitorie. 
Fy,  manniih,  ff  !  o  nay,  by  God  T  lie ; 
Fy,  fendlichefpkit !  for  I  dare  well  telle. 
Though  thou  here  wallx,  thy  fpirit  is  in  hdle. 

Thia  meflager  come^h  fro  the  king  again. 
And  at  the  kinges  modrcs  court  he  light. 
And  (he  was  of  this  medager  ful  fayn. 
And  plefed  him  in'all  that  ever  (he  might. 
He  dranke  and  wel  his  girdel  undcrpight ; 
He  (lepeth  and  he  (horeu  in  his  gife 
All  night  until  the  fonne  gan  arife. 

Eft  Were  hislettresftolen  everlehon. 
And  contrefeted  lettf  el  in  this  wife. 
The  king  .commanded  his  Conftable  anon, 
Up  peine  of  hanging  and  of  hig^  jewife. 
That  he  ne  (hulde  fofiran  in  no  wife 
Cuftance  within  his  regne  for  to  abide 
Three  daies  and  a  quarter  of  a  tide ; 

But  in  the  fame  ihip  as  he  hire  fdnd 
Hire  and  hire  yonge  fone,  and  all  hire  gere. 
He  (huldc  put,  and  croude  hire  fro  the  lend. 
And  charge  hire  that  (he  ne^er  eft  come  there. 
O  my  Cuftance !  wel  may  thy  ghoft  have  fere» 
And  fleping  in  thy  dreme  ben  in  penance. 
Whan  Donegild  caft  all  this  ordinance. 

This  meflager  on  morwe  whan  he  awoke 
Unto  the  caftd  halt  the  nexte  way, 
And  to  the  Conftable  he  the  lettre  toke;. 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  fey 
All  oft  he  fayd  Alas,  and  wala  wa ! 
Lord  Chrift,  quod  he,  how  may  this  world  endnr^ 
So  ful  of  (inne  is  many  a  creature  ? 

O  mighty  Ood !  if  that  it  be  thy  will,, 
sin  thou  art  rightlul  juge,  how  may  it  bo 
That  thou  wok  fofiren  innocence  to  fpill^ 
And  widted  folk  regne  in  profpcritce  f 
A !  good  Cuftanr^,  alas !  fo  yro  is  me. 
That  I  mote  be  thy  turmentour,  or  dey 
On  (hames  deth,  ther  is  non  other  wey. 

Wepen  both  yonge  and  olde  in  all  that  place 
'Whan  that  the  king  this  curfed  lettre  fent : 
And  Cuftance  with  a  dedly  pale  hcc 
The  fourthe  day  toward  the  (hip  (he  went ; 
But  nathelefs  (he  taketh  in  rood  entent 
The  will  of  Crift,  and  knefing  on  the  ftrond 
She  (ayde,  Lord,  ay  welcome  be  thy  fond. 

He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  falie  blame, 
While  I  was  in  the  lond  among^s  you. 
He  can«me  kepe  fro  harmc  and  eke  fro  (hamc 
In  the  (alt  fee,  although  1  fe  net  hovi' : 
As  ftrong  as  ever  Lc  was  he  is  yet  now  : 
In  him  truft  I,  and  in  his  mother  dere. 
That  is  to  mc  my  fail  and  eke  my  ftere. 
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As  he  that  it  of  Crimen  folk  the  flour. 
Send  any  child,  but  it  it  bet  to  deme 
He  went  himiieif,  and  fo  it  may  wel  feme. 

This  emperour  hath  granted  gentilly 
To  come  to  dihner  as  he  him  beioughte ; 
And  wel  redt  I  he  loked  befily 
Upon  this  child,  and  on  his  doughter  thought. 
Alia  goth  to  his  inne,  and  as  him  ought 
Arraied  for  this  felle  in  every  wife 
As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  fuffice. 

The  morwe  came,  and  Alia  gain  him  drefle, 
And  eke  his  wif,  this  emperour  to  mete; 
And  forth  they  ride  in  joye  and  in  gladneflc ; 
And  whan  fhe  faw  hire  fader  in  the  fbete. 
She  light  adoun  and  falleth  him  to  fete. 
Fader,  quod  flie,  your  yonge  child  CuiUnce 
Is  now  ml  dene  out  of  your  remembrance. 

I  am  your  doughtsr,  your  Cuftance,  quod  ihe. 
That  whilom  ye  han  fcnt  into  Surrie ; 
It  am  1,. fader,  that  in  the  falte  fee 
Was  put  alonci  and  dampned  for  to  die : 
Kow,  goode  fader,  I  you  mercie  eric  ; 
^  Send  me  no  more  into  non  HetheneiTe, 
But  thanketh  my  lord  here  of  his  kindinefle. 

Who  can  the  pitousjoye  tellen  all 
Betwix  hem  thre  fin  they  ben  thus  ymette  i 
But  of  my  Talc  make  an  ende  I  ihal. 
The  day  goth  faftc,  1  wol  no  longer  lettc 
'  Thife  glade  folk  to  dinner  ben  yfettc ) 
In  joye  and  blifle  at  mete  I  let  hem  dwell, 
A  thoufand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  tell. 

This  child  Maurice  was  fithen  Emperour 
Made  by  the  Pope,  and  lived  Chrilleoly  i 
To  Criftes  chirche  did  he  gret  honour  ; 
But  1  let  all  his  ftoric  paflcn  by ; 
Of  Cufiancc  is  my  Talc  fpccially ; 


In  the  oldc  Romane  geftes  men  may  fipct 
Maurices  lif,  I  here  it  not  in  mind. 

This  King  Alia,  when  he  his  time  fey. 
With  his  Cuftance,  his  holy  wif  fo  fwete. 
To  Engiond  ben  they  come  the  righte  wey, 
Ther  as  they  live  in  joye  and  in  quiete  : 
But  litel  while  it  lafteth  I  you  hete ; 
Joye  of  this  world  for  time  wol  not  abide. 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  the  tide. 

Who  lived  ever  in  fwiche  delite  o  day 
That  him  ne  meved  eyther  €onfcience» 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  fom  kin  affray, 
Envie,  or  pride,  or  paflion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  fay  but  for  this  end  this  fentenco. 
That  litel  while  in  joye  or  in  plefance 
Lafteth  the  bliffe  of  Alia  with  Cuftance. 

For  Deth,  that  taketh  of  hie  and  lowc  hit  rente. 
Whan  paffcd  was  a  ycre,  even  as  I  geffe. 
Out  of  this  world  this  King  Alia  he  heme. 
For  whom  Cuftance  hath  ful  gret  hevencffe  ; 
Now  let  us  praien  God  his  foule  blefle : 
And  Dame  Cuftance,  finally  to  fay^ 
Toward  the  toun  of  Rome  goth  hire  way. 

To  Rome  is  come  this  holy  creature. 
And  findeth  ther  hire  frendes  hole  and  found  ; 
Now  is  ihe  fcaped  all  hire  aventure  : 
And  whan  that  file  hire  fader  hath  yfonnd, 
Doun  on  hire  knees  feUeth  file  to  ground, 
Weping  for  tendemeffe  in  herte  blithe. 
She  herieth  God  an  hundred  thoufand  fithe. 

In  vertue  and  in  holy  almeffe  dcde 
They  liven  alle,  and  never  afonder  wendc  ; 
Till  deth  departeth  ^em  this  lif  they  lede  t 
And  foreth  now  wel,  my  Tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jefu  Crift,  that  of  his  might  may  fende 
Joye  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his  grace. 
And  kepe  us  alle  (bat  ben  in  this  place. 
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£zrtEXt»ct,  though  nan  adoritee 
Were  in  this  world,  is  right  yoough  for  me 
To  fpcke  of  wo  that  is  in  mariage  } 
For,Lordxng»,  fin  I  twdf  yert  was  of  age 
(Thanked  be  God  that  ia  etcme  on  live) 
Hnibondes  at  cfairche  dore  have  I  had  five, 
(If  I  lb  often  might  han  wedded  be) 
And  all  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 

Bat  me  was  told,  not  longe  time  agon  is, 
That  fithen  Crift  ne  went  never  but  onia 
To  wedding  in  the  Cane  of  Galilee, 
That  by  that  ilke  eniample  taught  he  me 
That  I  ne  ihnlde  wedded  be  but  ones. 
Lo,herke  efce,  which  a  (harp  word  for  the  none6» 
Befide  a  welle  Jefu  God  and  man 
Spake  ia  reprefe  of  the  Samaritan ; 
llum  haft  yhadde  five  hufbonds,  fayde  he. 
And  tbiUbe  man  that  now  hath  wedded  thee 
Is  not  thyn  hnfband.    Thus  faid  he  certain ; 
What  that  he  ment  therby  I  can  not  fain  ; 
But  that  I  aflce  why  that  the  fifthe  man 
Was  noa  hnfbond  to  the  Samaritan  ? 
How  many  might  ihe  have  in  mariage  f 
Yet  herd  I  never  telkn  in  min  age 
Upon  this  nonmbre  diflinitionn ; 
Men  may  devine  and  gloien  up  and  dono. 

Bat  wcl  lAProt  expr^e  withouten  lie, 
God  bad  us  for  to  wex  and  multiplie ; 
That  gentil  text  can  I  wel  nnderftond  s 
Eke  wcl  I  woe  he  foyd  that  oiin  huibond 

•  The  want  «ira  few  verfes  to  coontd  this  Frolocuewlth 
tkeprecediocTAk  was percdved  long  a{;o,  and  tnedcicd 
wai  aiRanmceA  tobe  Aipplied  by  the  audior  of  the  (bUowlng 
liaea,  wtiteb  la  aaC  A*  an  prefixed  to  the  coaamon  Pro- 

^^'     OareOoftcaiitbotolokeupanofi. 

Code  men,  mod  be,  bcrkcneth  cvericb  one» 

Aa  cvcremote  I  dryske  wyn  or  ale 

Tbia  Marcbaot  bath  itold  a  mery  Tale, 

Howe  Jamiarle  haddc  a  Utber  jape* 

Mb  wyf  p«t  In  hl«  hood  an  ape. 

Bot  hereof  I  wU  Icveoffaa  now. 

Dame  Wy  f  of  Bathe,  quod  he,  I  pray  yon 

TcOe  ua  a  Tale  now  Dcste  after  this. 

Sir  ooA,  quod  fhe.  So  God  my  foule  blla 

A»  h  ftiny  thereto  wtl  confente, 

Aad  alfo  it  ia  aiyn  hole  entente 

To  dooe  yow  »m  difporte  at  that  I  can. 

Botbotdemeexcofcd;  I  am  a  woman: 

t  caa  not  rcberfe  aa  thefe  cicrkea  kune. 

Aod  riyc  aoou  <be  hath  hir  Talc  bygunne. 

T%cfeltaua*Met!rintedbcreaiajofUfiation  for  act  In-. 
iVPBgcbcQkio  the  test* 


Shuld  leve  fader  and  moder  and  take  to  me; 
But  of  no  noumbre  mention  made  he 
Of  bigamie  or  of  o^ogamie ; 
Why  Ihuld  men  than  fpeke  of  it  vilanic  ? 

Lo  here  die  wife  King,  Dan  Salomon, 
I  trowe  he  hadde  wives  mo  than  on, 
(As  wolde  God  it  Icful  were  to  me 
To  be  refirelhed  half  fo  oft  as  he) 
Which  a  gift  of  God  had  he  for  alle  his  wives .' 
No  man  hath  fwiche  that  in  this  world  on  live  ii 
God  wot  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  witte^ 
The  firfte  night  had  many  a  mery  fitte 
With  eche  of  hem,  fo  wel  was  lum  on  live. 
Blefled  be  God  that  I  have  wedded  five ; 
Welcome  the  fixthe  whan  that  ever  he  (halls 
For  fith  I  wol  not  kepe  m^  chafte  in  all. 
Whan  min  hniband  is  fro  the  world  ygone 
Som  Criften  man  fhal  wedden  me  anon  ; 
For  than  the  apoiUe  laith  that  I  am  fre 
To  wedde  a*  Goddes  half  wher  it  liketh  me  { 
He  faith  that  to  be  wedded  is  no  finne ; 
Better  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brinne. 

What  rekketh  me  though  folk  fay  vilanie 
Of  fhrewed  Lamech  and  his  bigamie  ? 
I  wot  wel  Abraham  vras  an  ho^  man, 
And  Jacob  eke,  as  fer  as  ever  I  can. 
And  eche  of  hem  had  wives  mo  than  two. 
And  many  another  holy  man  alfo. 
Wher  can  ye  feen  in  any  maner  age 
That  highe  God  defended  mariage 
By  exprefle  word?  I  pray  you  telleth  me^ 
Or  wher  commanded  he  virginitee  ? 

I  wot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede. 
The  apofUe,  whan  he  fpake  of  maidenhede. 
He  faid  that  precept  thereof  had  he  non  ; 
Men  may  confeille  a  woman  to  ben  on.  , 
But  confeiUing  is  no  commandement ; 
He  put  it  in  our  own  jugement. 

For  hadde  God  conunanded  maidenhede. 
Than  had  he  dampned  wedding  out  of  drede  2 
And  certea  if  ther  were  no  fede  yfowe 
Virginitee  than  whereof  fhuld  it  growe  ? 

Poule  dorfte  not  comma nden  at  the  left 
A  thing  of  which  his  maiftcr  yaf  non  heft. 
The  dart  is  fctte  up  for  virginitee. 
Catch  who  fo  may,  who  renneth  beft  let  fee, 
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Bnt  thif  word  it  not  take  of  every  wight. 
But  thcr  as  God  wol  ycvc  it  of  his  might, 
I  wot  wel  that  the  apoftle  was  a  maid. 
But  aatheles,  though  that  he  wrote  and  faid 
He  wold  that  every  wight  were  fwiche  as  he, 
AU  n*is  but  confeii  to  virginitee. 
And  for  to  ben  a  wif  he  yaf  me  levc. 
Of  indulgence,  fo  n*is  it  non  repreve 
To  wedden  me,  if  that  my  make  die. 
Without  exception  of  bigamie ; 
All  were  it  good  no  woman^for  to  touche, 
(He  ment  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  coucKe) 
For  peril  is  both  iir^  and  tow  to  aiTAijble  ; 
Ye  know  what  this  enfample  may  refemble. 

This  is  all  and  fom,  he  held  virginitee 
^ore  parfit  than  wedding  in  freeltee  : 
(Freeltec  clepe  I,  but  if  that  he  and  (hie 
Wold  Icdc  hir  lives  all  in  chaftitee) 
1  grannt  it  wel,  I  have  of  non  envie 
Who  maidenhed  prcfcrrc  to  bigamie ; 
It  liketh  hem  to  be  clene  in  body  and  g^ft : 
Of  min  edat  I  wol  not  maken  boft; 

For  wel  ye  know  a  lord  in  his  houlhold 
Ne  hs|th  nat  every  veffcU  all  of  gold  : 
Som  ben  of  tree,  and  don  hir  lord  fcrvicc. 
"Ood  depeth  folk  to  him  in  fondry  wife, 
And  everich  hath  of  God  a  propre  gift, 
Som  this,  fom  that,  as  that  him  liketh  (hift. 
Virginitee  is  grct  "pcrfeAion, 
And  continence  eke  with  devotion ; 
But  Crift,  that  of  perfeAion  is  welle; 
2fc  bade  not  every  wight  he  fhuld  go  felle 
All  that  he  had  and  yeve  it  to  the  poure. 
And  in  fwiche  wife  follow  him  and  his  lore : 
He  fpake  to  hem  that  wold  live  parfitly. 
And,  Lordings,  (by  your  leve)  that  am  nat  I : 
1  wol  beftow  the  flour  of  all  myn  age 
In  th*  a^es  and  the  fruit  of  manage. 

T^U  me  alfo  to  what  conclufion 
"Were  membres  made  of  generation, 
And  of  fo  parfit  wife  a  wight  ywrotight  ? 
Trufteth  me  wel  they  were  nat  made  for  nought. 
Clofe  who  fo  wol,  and  fay  bothe  up  and  doun, ' 
That  they  were  made  for  purgmtiotin 
Of  urine,  and  of  other  thinges  ibialle. 
And  eke  to  know  a  female  from  a  nude : 
And  for  non  other  caufe  ?  fay  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  wot  wel  it  is  not  fo. 
So  that  the  clerkes  be  not  with  me  wroth ; 
I  fay  this,  that  they  maked  ben  for  both  ; 
This  is  to  fayn,  for  office  a(nd  for  efc 
Of  engendrure,  ther  we  not  God  difplefe. 
Why  Siuld  men  dies  in  hhr  bookes  fettc 
1'hat  man  Ihal  yelden  to  hfs  wif  hire  dette  ? 
Now  wherwith  ih'uld  he  make  hi»  payement 
If  he  ne  ufed  his  fely  tnftniment  ? 
Than  were  they  made  upon  a  creature 
To  purge  urine,  and  eke  for  engendrure. 

But  I  fay  not  that  every  Virfght  is  hold. 
That  hath  fwiche  hameis  as  I  to  you  told. 
To  gon  and  ufen  hem  in  engendrure ; 
Than  fhtld  men  take  of  ch^litec  no  cure. 
Grid  was  a  maide,  and  fhapen  as  a  man. 
And  many  a  feint,  dth  tiiat  this  world  began. 


Yet  lived  they  ever  in  parfit  chaftitee  ; 

I  n'ill  envie  with  no  virginitee. 

Let  hem  with  bred  of  pured  whete  be  fed. 

And  let  us  wives  eten  barly  bred : 

And  yet  with  barly  bred,  Mark  tellen  can. 

Our  Lord  Jefu  reft-eihed  many  a  man. 

In  fwiche  eftat  as  God  hath  deped  ut 

1  wol  perfcver,  I  n'am  not  precious. 

In  wif  hode  wol  I  ufe  min  inftrument 

As  ftely  as  my  Maker  hath  it  fent. 

If  I  be  dangerous,  God  yeve  me  forwc, 

Min  hufband  ihal  it  have  both  even  and  ifkorwe. 

Whan  that  him  lift  come  forth  and  pay  his  dette. 

An  hufbond  wol  I  have,  I  wol  not  lette. 

Which  ihal  be  both  my  detour  and  my  |hrall. 

And  have  his  tribulation  withall 

Upon  his  flefh,  while  that  I  am  his  wif. 

f  have  the  power  during  all  my  lif 

Upon  his  propre  body,  and  nat  he ; 

Right  thus  the  apoiUe  told  it  unto  me. 

And  bad  our  huAonds  for  to  love  us  wel : 

All  this  fentence  me  liketh  every  deL 

Up  ftert  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon ; 
Now,  Dame,  qiiod  he,  by  God  and  by  Sdnt  Joim 
Ye  ben  a  noble  prechour  in  this  caa : 
I  was  about  to  wed  a  wif,  alas ! 
What  ?  ihuld  I  bie  it  on  my  fleih  fo  ^ere  > 
Yet  had  I  lever  wed  no  wif  to-yere. 

Abide,  quod  (he,  my  Tale  is  not  begonnc  ; 
Nay,  thou  flialt  drinken  of  another  tonne, 
£r  that  I  go,  Ihall  favor  worfe  than  ale  : 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  thee  forth  my  Tale 
Of  tribulation  In  mariage. 
Of  which  I  am  expert  in  al  min  age, 
(This  is  to  fayn  myfelf  hath  ben  the  whippe) 
Than  maieft  thou  chefen  whedcr  thou  wolt  fippe 
Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  (h>l  abroche  : 
Beware  of  it  er  thou  to  neigh  approche. 
For  I  ihal  tel  enfamples  mo  than  ten. 
Who  lb  that  n*ill  beware  by  other  men 
By  him  ihal  other  men  correded  be : 
ThifoDune  wordes  writeth  Ptholomee, 
I^ede  in  his  Almajeitie,  and  take  it  there. 

Dame,  I  wold  pray  you,  if  your  will  it  were, 
Sayde  this  Pardoner,  as  ye  began 
Tell  forth  your  Tale,  and  fpareth  for  no  man. 
And  techeth  us  yonge  men  of  your  pra^ike. 

Gladly,  quod  (he,  iin  that  it  ntay  you  like. 
But  that  I  pray  to  ail  this  compagnie. 
If  that  I  fpeke  after  my  fantaiie. 
As  takcth  not  a  greefe  of  that  I  iiiy, 
For' min  entente  is  non  but  for  to  play. 

Now,  Sires,  than  wol  I  tell  you  forth  my  Tak 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  win  or  ale 
I  ihal  fay  foth*  the  huibondes  that  I  had 
As  three  of  hem  were  good  and  two  were  bad. 
The  three  were  goode  men  and  riche  and  olde^ 
Unnethes  migiiten  they  the  flatute  holde 
In  which  that  they  were  bounden  unto  me  i 
Ye  woi  wd  what  I  mene  bf  this  parde. 
As  God  me  helpe  I  laugh  whan  that  I  thinke 
How  pitcuily  a-ni^ht  I  made  hem  fwidke. 
But  by  my  fay  I  tplde  of  it  no  ilore  : 
They  had  me  yeven  hir  lond  and  hir  trcfore  ; 
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Me  neded  sot  do  lenger  diligeDce 
To  win  hir  krwe  or  doo  hem  rfeverence* 
Ikcj  loved  mie  fo  we],  by  God  abore. 
That  I  DC  tokle  no  deintee  of  hir  love. 
A  wife  woman  irol  befie  hire  ever  in  on 
To  geten  hir  love  ther  as  (he  hath  noQ. 
But  fith  I  had  hem  holly  in  min  bond. 
And  that  they  hadde  yeven  me  all  hir  lond* 
What  flmld  I  taken  kepe  hem  for  to  plefe, 
Bot  it  were  for  my  profit  or  min  efe  f 
I  fet  ^em  £o  a^weike  by  my  fkj^ 
That  many  a  night  they  fongen  Wala  wz ! 
The  bacon  was  not  fet  for  hem  I  trow 
That  Ibm  men  have  in  Eflex  at  Donmow* 
Igovemed  hem  fo  wel after  my lawe 
Inac  eche  of  hem  fill  blisful  was  and  fawe 
To  bringen  me  gay  thinges  firo  the  feyrc  : 
They  were  fol  glade  whan  I  fpake  him  fsyre ; 
For  God  it  wot  1  chidde  hem  fpitonfly. 
Kow  herkeneth  how  I  bare  me  proprely. 

Ye  wife  vrives,  that  can  ondeHlond, 
Tims  flml  ye  fpeke,  and  here  hem  wrong  on  baud, 
For  half  fo  boldely  can  ther  no  man 
Sweren  and  lien  as  a  woman  can. 
(1  iay  not  this  by  wives  that  ben  wife, 
Bst  if  it  be  whan  they  hem  miiavife.) 
A  wile  wif,  if  that  ike  can  hire  good, 
Shal  be^^eo  hem  on  bond  the  cow  is  wood. 
And  taken  witnefle  of  hireowen  mayd 
Of  hir  aflcnt ;  but  herkeneth  how  1  fayd. 

Sire  oUe  Kayoard,  is  this  thin  aray  i 
Why  is  my  neigheboures  wif  fo  g?y  f 
She  is  hoooored  over  al  wfaef  (he  goth ; 
1  fit  at  home,  I  have  no  thrifty  cloth. 
What  doft  thou  at  my  neigheboures  hous  ? 
Is  Ihe  lb  hue  ?  art  thou  fo  amorous  ? 
What,  rownefb  thou  with  our  maidc  ?  bemuKdtt! 
Sire  olde  Lechour,  let  thy  japes  be. 

And  if  I  have  a  goffib  or  a  frend, 
(WithoBten  gilt)  thou  chideft  as  a  fend 
If  that  I  walkc  or  play  nnto  his  hous. 

Thou  comeft  bom  as  dronken  as  a  mous, 
And  precheft  on  thy  benche  with  evil  pref c : 
Thoo  iayft  to  me.  It  is  a  mt  mefchiefe 
To  wed  a  poure  woman  tor  collage ; 
And  if  that  (he  be  riche  of  high  parage, 
Than  &yft  thoo  that  it  is  a  tounnentrie 
To  foffre  hire  pride  and  hire  melancolie : 
And  if  that  (he  be  fatre,  thou  veray  knave. 
Thou  (ayft  that  every  holonr  wol  hire  have ;         ♦ 
She  may  no  while  in  chalUtee  abide 
That  is  aflailcd  upon  every  fide. 
Thou  fayft  fom  folk  deftre  us  for  richefle, 
Som  for  our  (hape,  and  ibm  for  our  faimelTe, 
And  Ibm  for  (he  can  eyther  fing  or  dance. 
And  ibm  for  eentillefle  and  daltance, 
Som  for  hire  Eondcs  and  hire  armes  (male : 
Thus  goth  all  to  the  devil  by  thy  talc. 
Thoo  fayft  men  may  not  kepe  a  caftcl  wal, 
It  may  fo  long  aflailled  be  over  aL 
And  if  that  ihe  be  foul,  thou  (ayft  that  (he 
Coveteth  every  man  that  (he  may  fee  { 
For  as  a  fpanile  (he  wol  on  him  lepe 
Til  (he  may  finden  fom  man  hire  to  chepe. 


Ne  non  fo  ^ey  goos  goth  ther  in  the  lake 
(At  fayft  thou)  that  wol  ben  without  a  make  : 
I  And  fayft  it  is  an  hard  thing  for  to  welde 
A  thing  that  no  man  wol  his  thankes  helde. 

Thus  fayft  thou,  lord,  whan  thou  goft  to  bed, 
And  that  no  wife  man  nedeth  for  to  wed, 
Ne  no  man  that  entendeth  unto  heven. 
With  wildc  thonder  dint  and  firy  Icvep 
Mote  thy  welked  nekke  be  to-broke. 

Thou  fayft  that  dropping  houles  and  eke  (moke, 
And  chiding  wives,  maken  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  owen  hous.  A,  ienedic'tU  ! 
What  aileth  fwiche  an  old  man  for  to  chide  ? 

Thou  fayft  we  wives  wol  our  vices  hide 
Til  we  be  faft,  and  than  we  wol  hem  (hewe. 
Wel  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  (hrewe. 

Thou  fayft  that  oxen,  a(re^,  hors,  and  houndes, 
They  ben  aiTaied  at  diverfe  ftoundes, 
Bafines,  lavoures,  or  that  men  hem  hie, 
Spones,  ftooles,  and  all  fwiche  hufbondrie. 
And  fo  ben  pottes,  clothes,  and  aray. 
But  folk  of  wives  maken  non  aiTay 
Til  they  ben  wedded,  olde  dotard  (hrewe. 
And  than,  fayft  thou,  we  wol  our  vices  (hewe. 

Thou  (^yft  alfo  that  it  difpkfeth  me 
But  tf  that  thou  wolt  preifcn  my  beautee. 
And  but  thou  pore  alway  upon  my  face. 
And  clepe  me  Faire  Dame  in  every  place ; 
And  but  thou  make  a  fefte  on  thilkc  day 
That  I  was  borne,  and  make  me  fre(h  and  gay ; 
And  but  thou  do  to  my  norice  honour. 
And  to  my  chamberere  within  my  boujr. 
And  to  my  faders  folk  and  myn  alUes  : 
Thus  fayft  thou,  olde  barel  ful  of  lies. 

And  yet  alfo  of  our  prentis  Jankin, 
For  his  crifpe  here,  (hiniiig  as  gold  fo  fin. 
And  for  he  fquiereth  me  both  up  and  doun, 
Yet  haft  thou  caught  a  falfe  fufpc^tion  : 
I  wol  him  nat',  though  thou  were  ded  to-morwe. 

But  tell  me  this.  Why  hideft  thou  with  forwc 
The  keies  of  thy  cheft  away  fro  me  ? 
It  is  my  good  as  well  as  thin  parde. 
What,  weneft  thou  make  an  idiot  of  our  Dame  ? 
Now  by  that  Lord  that  clepcd  is  Scint  Jame, 
Thou  (halt  nat  bothe,  though  that  thou  were  wood, 
Be  maifter  of  my  body  and  of  my  good ; 
That  on  thou  (halt  forgo  maugre  thin  ey^. 
What  helpeth  it  of  me  to  enquerc  and  fpicn  ? 
I  trow  thou  woldeft  locke  me  in  thy  chcfte. 
Thou  (holdeft  fay,  Fayr  wif,  go  where  thee  Icftc } 
Take  your  difport ;  I  wol  nat  levc  no  talcs ; 
I  know  you  for  a  trcwc  wif,  Dame  Ales. 

We  love  no  man  that  taketh  kcpc  or  charge 
MTicr  that  we  gon  ;  we  wol  be  at  our  laige. 
Of  alle  men  ybleifed  mote  he  be 
The  wife  aftrologien  Dan  Ptholomee, 
That  fayth  this  proverbe  in  his  Almagefte, 
OF  allc  men  his  wifdom  is  highefte 
That  rekketh  not  who  hath  the  world  in  hofid. 

By  this  proverbe  thou  (halt  wel  underftond, 
Mi;vc  thou  ynough,  what  thar  thee  rekke  oc  care 
How  merily  that  other  folkes  fare  ? 
For  certes,  olde  dotard,  by  your  Icve, 
Ye  fhullen  have  qucint  right  ynoujh  at  eve. 
Diij 
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He  is  CO  gf  et  a  nigard  that  wol  werne 
A  man  to  light  a  candel  at  his  laQterne ; 
He  (hal  have  never  the  Icfle  light  parde  3 
Hare  thou  ynotgh  tl^e  thar  not  plainen  thee# 

Thou  fiiyft  alfo  if  that  we  make  usgaj 
With  clothing  and  with  preciotis  ara/. 
That  it  is  peril  of  our  chaftkee  :  ^ 

And  yet  with  forwe  thou  enforced  thee. 
And  fayft  thife  wordes  in  the  apoftlet  name  ; 
la  habit  ihade  with  chaiUtee  and  ihame 
Ye  women  ihul  appareite  you^  (quOd  he) 
And  nat  in  trefled  here  and  gay  perrie. 
As  perles,  ne  with  gold,  ne  cTodies  riche* 

After  thy  text  ne  after  thy  rubricbe 
I  wol  not  work  as  mochel  as  a  gnat. 
Thou  fayft  alfo  I  walke  out  like  a  cat ; 
For  who  fo  wolde  fenge  the  cattes  (kin 
Than  wol  the  cat  wel  dwellen  in  hire  in  | 
And  if  the  cattes  (kin  be  fleke  and  gay, 
She  wol  nat  dwellen  in  hous  half  a  day. 
But  forth  (he  wol,  or  any  day  be  dawed. 
To  (hew  hire  (kin  and  gon  a  caterwawed. 
This  is  to  fay,  if  I  be  gay,  (ire  (hrewe, 
I  wol  renne  out  my  bore!  for  to  ihewe. 
Sire  oldc  fool,  what  helpeth  thee  to  fpien  f 
Though  thou  pray  Argus  with  his  hundred  eyen 
To  be  my  wardecorps,  as  he  can  beft« 
In  faith  he  (hal  not  kepc  me  but  me  left : 
Yet  coude  I  make  hk  berd,  fo  mote  I  the. 

Thou  fayeft  eke  that  ther  ben  thinges  three, 
W-  ich  thinges  gretly  troublen  aU  this  erthe. 
And  that  Ao  wi^t  ne  may  endmre  the  ferthe  : 
O  lefc  (ire  (hrewe,  Jefn  (hort  thy  lif. 

Yet  precheft  thou,  an  fayft,  an  hateful  wif 
Yrekened  is  for  on  of  thife  mifehances. 
Be  ther  non  other  maner  refemblances 
That  ye  may  liken  your  parables  to 
But  if  a  fely  wif  be  on  of  tho  f 

Thou  likeneft  eke  womans  lore  to  helle, 
Tobarrein  land  ther  water  may  not  dwtlle. 

Thou  likeneft  it  aUoto  wilde  fire ; 
The  mor  it  brenneth,  the  more  it  hath  defire 
To  confnme  every  thing  that  brent  would  be. 

Thou  (ayeft  right  as  wormes  (hende  a  trc 
Ri^t  fo  a  wif  d^oiedi  hire  huibond ; 
This  knowen  they  that  ben  to  wives  bond. 

Lordings,  ri^t  thus,  as  ye  han  underftondg 
Bare  I  ftifly  min  old  hulbondeton  bond, 
That  thus  they  faiden  in  hit  df«mkennefle  ;. 
And  all  was  £tHe  but  as  I  toke  witnefle 
On  Jankin,and  upon  my  nece  tifo. 

0  Lord !  the  peine  I  did  hem  and  the  wo, 
Ful  giltelefs,  by  Goddes  fwete  pine. 

For  as  an  hors  I  coude  bite  and  whine ; 

1  coude  plain,  ind  I  was  in  the  gilt. 
Or  elles  oftentime  I  had  ben  fput. 
IVhofo  (i^comethtothemillfirftgrint; 
I  phuned  firft,  fo  was.our  werre  yftint. 
They  were  ful  glad  to  excufen  hem  full  blive 
Of  thing  the  which  they  never  agilt  hir  live.  • 
Of  wenches  wold  I  beren  hem  on  bond 
Whan  that  for  (ike  unnethes  might  they  Hboody 
Yet  tikcled  I  his  herte  for  that  he 

Wend  that  Ihad.of  him  fo  grct  chiertee  s 


I  fwore  that  all  my  walkin?  ottt  by  nighe 

Was  for  to  c^nen  wenches  that  he  digbt  i 

Under  that  cqUixur  had  I  many  a  toirth ; 

For  all  fwiche  wit  is  yeven  us  in  our  bifth  9 

Deceite,  weping,  fpinning,  Ood  hath  yeven 

To  women  kindly  while  that  thqr  naay  Uven* 

And  thus  of  o  thing  I  may  avaunten  me. 

At  th'  endc  I  had  the  bettr  in  eche  degree. 

By  (leight  or  force,  or  by  fom  maner  thing, 

a!s  by  continual  murmur  or  gmtching,. 

Namely  a-bed ;  ther  hadden  they  mefichtece  ; 

Ther  wold  I  ^ide,  and  don  hem  no  plefince  : 

I  wold  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abide 

If  that  I  £elt  his  arme  over  my  fide. 

Till  he  had  made  his  raanfbn  mto  me. 

Than  wold  I  foflfre  him  do  his  nicetee  : 

And  therfore  every  man  this  Tale  I  tell, 

Winne  who  (b  may,  for  all  is  for  to  felL 

With  empty  bond  men  may  no  haukes  lore  ; 

For  winning  wold  I  all  his  luft  endure. 

And  maken  me  a  feined  appetit. 

And  yet  in  bacon  had  I  never  delit. 

That  maked  me  that  ever  I  wold  him  chide  ; 

For  though  the  Pope  had  fittcn  hem  belide, 

I  wold  not  fpare  hem  at  hir  owen  bord. 

For  by  my  trouthe  I  quitte  hem  word  for  word. 

As  helpe  me  veray  Qoid  omnipotent, 

Tho  I  right  now  (hould  make  my  teftament, 

I  ne  owe  him  not  a  word  that  it  n*is  quit; 

I  brought  it  fo  abouten  by  my  wit 

That  they  muft  yeve  it  up  as  for  the  beft» 

Or  eUcs  had  we  never  been  in  reft ; 

For  though  he  lokod  "as  a  wood  leon 

Yet  fhuld  he  faille  of  his  cooclofion. 

Than  wold  I  (ay.  Now,  goode  lefo,  take  kepe  : 
How  mckely  loketh  Wilkin' oure  (hepe  I 
Come  ner  my  fpoufe,and  let  me  ba  thy  chcke  3 
Ye  fhulden  be  al  patient  and  meke. 
And  han  a  fwete  fpiced  conicience, 
Sith  ye  fo  prtche  of  Jobespatience» 
Sufii-eth  alway  (in  ye  fo  wel  can  prechc. 
And  but  ye  do,  certain  we  (hall  you'teche 
That  it  is  faire  to  han  a  wif  In  pees. 
On  of  us  two  moft  howen  doutclees; 
And  fith  a  man  is  more  refonable 
Than  woman  is,  ye  moften  ben  fnftirable^ 
What  aileth  yon  to  grutchen  thiM  and  g^rone  f 
Is  it  for  ye  wold  have  my  qoeint  afone  i 
Why  take  it  all ;  lo,  have  it  every  del ; 
Peter,  I  (brew  you  but  you  love  it  wel  ; 
For  if  I  wolde  fell  my  ^Ua  cb^e, 
I  coude  walke  as  freflie  as  is  a  rofe. 
But  I  wol  kepe  it  for  your  owen  toth. 
Ye  be  to  blame,  by  Ood  I  fay  you  foth. 

Swiche  maner  wordes  hadden  we  on  bond. 
Now  wol  I  fpeken  of  my  of  fourthe  hufbond* 

My  fourthe  huibonde  was  a  revdloor. 
This  is  to  fayn,  he  had  a  paramour. 
And  I  ¥ras  yonge  and  ful  of  n^erie, 
Stibbome  and  ftrong,  and  joly  as  a  pie ; 
Though  coude  I  dancen  to  an  harpe  (male. 
And  fine  ywis  aaany  nightingale. 
When  I  had  dronke  a  dnught  of  fwete  Wine^ 
Mettellios,  the  foul  chcrtc,  the  fwine. 


THE  WIF  OF  BAT 

That  with  a  ilafberalthiftwif  hire  Hf    • 

For  Cbc  drank  wine,  though  I  had  been  his  wif 

Ne  Ihold  he  doc  have  daunted  me  £ro  drinkc| 

And  after  wine  of  Venat  moft  1  thinke ; 

For  al  fo  fikcr  as  cold  engendrcth  hayl 

A  Hkeroot  month  moft  han  a  likerous  uyL 

Id  woman  vinolent  is  no  defence. 

This  knowci^  lechonrs  by  experience. 

But,  Lord  Crifi  !  whan  that  it  remembrcth  me 
Upon  my  youth,  and  on  my  jolitee, 
It  tikelcth  me  about  myn  hate  rote  : 
Unto  this  day  it  doth  myn  herte  bote, 
That  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  time. 
Bat  age,  aias !  that  all  wol  envenime. 
Hath  me  beraft  my  beautee  and  my  pith  | 
1^  go,  £uewel,  the  devil  go  therwith  ! 
The  floor  is  goo,  ther  n'is  no  more  to  tell ; 
The  hren  as  I  beft  may  now  mofle  I  iell. 
^  yet  to  be  right  mcry  wol  I  fond. 
Now  forth  to  teUen  of  my  fourthe  hufbond. 

I  faf  I  had  in  herte  gret  dcfpit 
That  he  of  any  other  had  delit : 
1^  he  was  quit  by  God  and  by  Seint  Joce  : 
I  jnade  him  of  the  fame  wood  a  croce. 
Not  of  my  body  in  no  foule  manere, 
Bb!  certainly  I  made  folk  fwicbe  chere. 
That  in  his  owen  grefe  I  made  him  £rie. 
For  anger  and  for  veray  jalouiie. 
By  6od,inerth  I  was  his  Purgatorie, 
For  which  I  hope  his  foule  be  ia  glorie  : 
For,  God  it  wote,  he  htA  fol  oft  and  fonge 
Whan  that  his  (ho  fill  biuerly  him  wronge  ; 
Ther  was  no  wieht,  (ave  God  and  he,  that  wiflc 
la  many  a  wife  how  fore  that  I  him  twiftc. 
He  died  whan  I  came  fro  JerufiUem, 
And  lith  ygrave  under  the  rode-beem ; 
Ail  is  his  tombe  not  So  curious 
As  was  the  iepukre  of  him  Darius, 
Which  that  AppcUes  wrought  So  fotelly  ; 
h  is  Itet  waft  to  bury  hem  preciouHy. 
Let  him  farewel^  God  give  his  foule  reft. 
He  is  now  in  his  grave  and  in  his  cheft. 

Now  of  my  fiithe  hufl>onde  wol  I  telle  s 
^^  let  his  (onle  never  come  in  belle  : 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  mofte  ftirew ; 
That  fiek  1  on  my  ribbes  all  by  rcw, 
And  ever  flial  umo  min  ending  day  t 
But  in  our  bed  he  was  fo  frefli  and  gay, 
Andtherwithall  he  coude  fo  well  me  glo(e, 
VhsB  that  he  wolde  han  my  i<^  d^e^ 
That  though  he  had  be  bet  on  every  boo 
He  coude  win  agcn  my  love  anon. 
I  trow  I  loved  him  the  bet,  for  he 
Vss  of  his  love  fo  dangerous  to  me. 
We  wimmen  han,  if  that  1  flial  not  lie. 
In  this  matcre  a  queinte  fiantafte. 
Waite,  what  thing  we  may  nat  lightly  have^ 
TTieraftcr  wol  we  cry  aU  day  and  crave. 
Forbede  us  thing  and  that  deiiren  we ; 
PrefeoQ  ui£ift  1^  thanne  wol  we  flee. 
With  danger  uttrcn  we  all  our  chaffare  ; 
^^  prees  at  market  maketh  dere  vrare, 
f^  to  gret  chepe  is  holden  at  litcl  prifo ; 
"^  hnowcth  every  wooMo  that  ia  wiie. 


HES   PROLOGUE.  SS, 

My  fifthe  huibonde,  God  his  foule  blefle. 
Which  that  I  toke  for  love  and  no  nchelfe. 
He  fomtime  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenforde, 
And  had  left  fcole,  and  went  at  home  at  horde 
With  my  goifib,  dwelling  in  oure  toun,        ^ 
God  have  hire  foule !  hire  name  was  Alifoun. 
She  knew  my  herte  and  all  my  privctee 
Bet  than  our  pariib  preeft,  fo  mote  1  the  : 
To  hire  bewried  1  my  counfeil  all. 
For  had  my  hufliond  piffcd  on  a  wall. 
Or  don  a  thing  that  (huld  have  coft  his  lif. 
To  hire,  and  to  another  worthy  wif,. 
And  to  my  nece,  which  that  1  loved  wel, 
!  wold  have  told  his  counicil  every  del : 
And  fo  I  did  ful  often,  God  it  wote. 
That  made  his  face  full  often  red  and  bote 
For  veray  (bame,  and  blamed  himiclf,  for  he 
Had  told  to  me  fo  gret  a  privatee. 

And  fo  befell  that  ones  in  a  Lent 
(So  often  times  I  to  my  goflib  went. 
For  ever  yet  I  loved  to  be  gay. 
And  for  to  walke  in  March,  April,  and  May, 
From  hous  to  hous,  to  heren  fundry  tales) 
That  Jankin  clerk,  and  my  goflib  Dame  Aks, 
And  I  myfelf,  into  the  feldes  went. 
Myn  hufoond  was  at  London  all  that  Lent  } 
I  had  the  better  leifer  for  to  plcie. 
And  for  to  fee,  and  eke  for  to  be  foie 
Of  lufty  folk.  What  wift  I  wher  my  grace 
Was  fliapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place  I 
Therfore  made  I  my  vifltations 
To  vigilies  and  to  proceflions. 
To  prechiqgs  eke,  and  to  thife  pilgrimages. 
To  playes  of  miracles,  and  mariages. 
And  wered  upon  my  gay  flcarlct  gites. 
Thife  wormes,  ne  thife  mothes,  nc  thiie  mites. 
Upon  my  paraille  frett  hem  never  a  del ; 
And  woft  thou  why  ?  for  they  were  ufod  wel. 

Now  wol  I  tellen  forth  what  happed  me. 
I  (ay  that  in  the  feldes  walked  we 
Till  trewely  we  had  fwiche  daliancc. 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  porveance 
I  fpake  to  him,  and  faid  him  how  that  he. 
If  I  were  widewc,  fliulde  wedden  me. 
For  certainly,  I  fay  for  no  bobance. 
Yet  was  I  never  without  purveance 
Of  mariage,  ne  of  other  thlnges  eke  : 
I  hold  a  moufes  vrit  not  worth  a  leke 
That  hath  but  on  hole  for  to  ftertcn  to. 
And  if  that  faille,  than  is  all  ydo. 

I  bare  him  on  bond  he  had  enchanted  me, 
(My  dame  uughte  me  that  fubtiltee) 
And  eke  I  fayd  I  mette  of  him  aU  night. 
He  wold  han  flain  me  as  I  lay  upright. 
And  all  my  bed  vras  ful  of  veray  blood  ; 
But  yet  I  hope  that  ye  fliuln  do  me  good. 
For  blood  betoktneth  gold,  as  me  was  taught. 
And  al  vras  falfe,  I  drwncd  of  him  right  naughty 
But  as  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  lore. 
As  wel  of  that  as  of  other  thinges  more. 

But  now.  Sire,  let  me  fee,  what  fliall  I  (kin  I 
A  ha !  by  God  I  have  my  Tale  again. 
Whan  that  my  fourthe  hu(bonde  was  on  here,* 
I  wept  algate  aod  madfe  a  fory  chere, 
Diiij 
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As  wives  moten,  for  it  is  the  afage. 

And  with  my  covcrchcfc  covered  my  vifagc ; 

But  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 

I  wept  but  (mal,  and  that  I  undertake. 

To  chirche  was  myn  hulbond  bom  a-morwe 

With  neigheboures  that  for  him  maden  forowe. 

And  Jankin  oure  clerk  was  on  of  tho  : 

As  helpe  me  God,  whan  that  I  faw  him  go 

After  the  here,  me  thought  he  had  a  paire ' 

Of  legges  and  of  feet  fb  clene  and  faire 

That  all  my  herte  I  yave  unto  his  hM. 

He  was,  I  trow,  a  twenty  winter  old. 

And  I  was  fodrty,  if  I  ihal  fay  foth. 

But  yet  I  had  alway  a  coltes  toth. 

Gat-tothed  I  was,  and  that  became  me  wele  i 

1  had  the  print  of  Seint  Venus  fele. 

As  helpe  me  God,  I  was  a  lufty  on. 

And  faire,  and  riche,  and  yonge,  and  Wei  begon  ; 

And  trewely,  as  min  hulbondes  tolden  me, 

I  had  the  befte  queint  that  mighte  be. 

For  certes  I  am  all  Venerian 

In  feling,  and  my  herte  is  Martian  : 

Venus  me  yave  my  luft  and  likeroufnelTe, 

And  Mart  yave  me  my  (hirdy  hardinefle. 

Min  afcendent  was  Taure,and  Mars  therinnc  : 

Alas,  alas  f  that  ever  love  was  finne  t 

I  folwcd  ay  min  inclination 

By  vertue  of  my  conftellation ; 

That  made  me  that  I  coude  nat  withdraw 

My  chambre  of  Venus  from  a  good  felaw  ; 

Yet  have  I  Martes  merke  upon  my  face. 

And  alfo  in  another  privee  place  ; 

For  God  fo  ^iily  be  my  falvation^ 

I  loved  never  by  no  difcrction. 

But  ever  folwcd  min  appetit. 

All  were  he  ihortc,  lonee,  blacke,  or  white  r 

I  toke  no  kepe,  fo  that  he  liked  me. 

How  poore  he  was,  nc  eke  of  what  degree. 

What  fliulde  I  fay  ?  but  at  the  monthes  ende 
This  joly  clerk  Jankin,  that  was  fo  hende» 
Hath  wedded  me  with  grct  folcmpnitee. 
And  to  him  yave  I  all  the  lond  and  fee 
That  ever  was  me  yeven  thcrbcfore, 
But  afterward  repented  mc  fal  fore« 
He  o*olde  fuffre  nothing  of  my  lift  : 
By  God  he  (mote  me  ones  with  his  fift,^ 
For  that  I  rent  out  of  his  book  a  lefe. 
That  of  the  ftroke  myn  ere  wcx  all  defc. 
Stibbome  I  was  as  is  a  leoneffe,    - 
And  of  my  tonge  a  vcray  janglerelTe ; 
And  wtSkii  t  wold,  as  I  had  don  befom. 
Fro  hous  to  hous,  although  he  had  it  fwon»y 
For  which  he  oftentimes  wold  prcchc,. 
And  me  of  olde  Romaine  geftes  teche. 

How  he  Sulpitius  Gallus  left  his  wif, 
^^d  hire  fbrfoke  for  terme  of  all  hislif, 
Not  but  for  open-heded  he  hire  fey 
Loking  out  at  his  dore  upon  a  day. 

Another  Romaine  told  he  me  by  name, 
That  for  his  wif  was  at  a  fommcr  game 
Without  his  weting  he  forfoke  hire  eke. 

Asd  than  wold  he  upon  his  Bible  fekt 
That  like  provcrbc  of  Ecclefiafte, 
Wher  he  comnundeth,  rnd  forbedeth  faftc. 
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Man  ihal  not  fuffer  his  wif  go  roule  ilxrate. 

Than  wold  he  fay  right  thus  withouten  dout^ 
Who  (6  that  bildeth  his  hous  all  of  falwes. 
And  priketh  his  blind  hort  over  the  fehres. 
And  fuffereth  his  wif  to  go  feken  hidwes^ 
Is  worthy  to  be  honged  on  the  galwet. 

But  all  for  nought;  t  fette  not  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes  oe^f  his  olde  fawe ; . 
Ne  1  Wold  not  of  him  correded  be. 
I  hate  hem  that  my  vices  tellen  me, 
And  fo  do  mo  of  us  (God  wote)  than  T. 
This  made  him  wood  with  me  aU  utterly  $ 
I  n*olde  not  forbere  bim  is  no  cas. 

Now  wol  I  fay  you  foth,  by  Seint  Thomas,. 
Why  that  I  rent  out  of  his  book  a  lefe. 
For  which  he  fmote  me  fo  that  (  was  defe. 

He  had  a  book  that  gladly  night  aad  day 
For  his  difport  he  wolde  it  rede  alway ; 
He  cleped  it  Valerie  and  Theophraft, 
And  with  that  book  he  lough  away  (ul  fail. 
And  eke  ther  was  a  clerk  fomtime  at  Rome^ 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  nude  a  book  again  Joviniin, 
Which  book  wa»  thor,  and  eke  TertuUian, 
Crifippus,  Trotula,  and  Helowis, 
That  was  abbefle  not  fer  fro  Paris, 
And  eke  the  Paraboles  of  Salomon, 
Ovides  Art,  and  bourdes  many  on  ; 
And  alle  thife  were  bonden  in  o  volume.- 
And  every  night  a«d  day  was  his  cnftume' 
(Whan  he  h»d  leifcf  and  vacation 
From  other  worldly  occupation) 
To  reden  in  this  book  of  wiklcod  wives  : 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  mo  live* 
Than  ben  of  goode  wives  in  the  Bible. 

For  truileth  wel  it  is  an  impoffible 
That  any  clerk  wol  fpcken  good  of  wives, 
(But  if  it  be  of  holy  feintes  Uves) 
Ne  of  non- other  womaa  never  the  mo. 
Who  peinted  the  leofi,  telleth  me  who  ? 
By  God  if  wimmen  hadden  writt^  ftories. 
As  derkes  han,  within  hir  oratories. 
They  wold  have  writ  of  men  more  wikkednefle 
Than  all  the  merke  of  Adam  may  redreffe. 
The  children  of  Mercury  and  of  Venus 
Ben  in  hir  werking  ful  contrarious.- 
Mercury  loveth  wifdom  and  fctence. 
And  Venus  loveth  riot  and  difjpence ; 
And  for  hir  divers  difpofition 
Eche  falleth  in  others  exalution  : 
As  thus ;  God  wote  Mercury  is  defolat 
In  Pifces,  wher  Venus  is  exakat. 
And  Vellus  falleth  wher  Mercury  as  reifecf, 
Thcrfore  no  woman  of  no  clerk  is  prcifed. 
The  clerk  whan  he  is  old,  and  may  naught  d« 
Of  Venus  werkes  net  wt>rth  his  old  (ho, 
Than  fiteth  he  doun  attd  writeth  in  his  dotage 
That  wimmen  cannot  kepe  hir  mariage. 
But  now  to  purpos  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  I  was  beten  for  a  book  parde. 

Upon  a  night  Jankin,  that  was  our  (ire. 
Red  on  his  book  as  he  fate  by  the  fire. 
Of  Eva  firft,  dtat  for  hire  wickednefTe, 
Was  all  mankindc  brought  ta  wrctchednofle 
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For  which  that  Jdu  Crift  himfelf  wst  flain, 
That  bought  us  with  his  herte  Uood  again. 

Lohcre  ezprefle  of  wimmen  may  ye  find 
That  womao  was  the  loflc  of  all  mankind. 

Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampibn  loft  his  heres, 
Slcping  his  lemmankitte  hem  with  hire  iheres, 
Thorgfa  whiche  trefon  loft  he  both  his  eyen, 

Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  ihall  not  lien. 
Of  Hercules,  and  of  his  Deianire, 
That  caufed  him  to  fet  himfelf  a-fire. 

Nothing  forgat  he  the  care  and  the  wo 
That  Socrates  had  with  his  wives  two ; 

How  Xactippa  caft  pifle  upon  his  hed. 
This  feiy  man  bx  ftill  as  he  were  ded ; 
He  wiped  his  hed ;  no  more  dorft  he  fain 
Bat,  £r  the  thonder  ftint  ther  cometh  rain. 

Of  Paiiphae,  that  was  the  Quene  of  Crete, 
For  Ihrewednefle  lum  thought  the  tale  fwetc. 
Tvt !  fpeke  no  more  (it  is  a  gfifely  thing) 
Of  hire  horrible  luft  and  hiA  liking. 

Of  Clitemneftra,  for  hire  lecherie 
That  falfely  made  hire  hufbond  for  to  die^ 
He  redde  it  with  fal  good  derotion. 

He  told  me  eke  for  what  occafion 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loft  his  lif : 
My  hsibond  had  a  legend  of  his  wif 
Eriphile,  that  for  an  ouche  of  gold    - 
Hath  prively  unto  the  Orekes  told 
Wher  that  hire  huibond  hidde  him  in  a  place, 
For  which  be  bad  at  Thebes  fory  grace. 

Of  Lama  told  he  me,-and  of  Lucie ; 
They  bothc  mad::  hir  hulbondes  for  to  die, 
Hiat  on  for  love,  that  other  was  for  hate. 
Lima  hir  hufiwnd  on  an  even  late 
Enpoyibfted  bath,  for  that  (he  was  his  fo : 
Lucia  likerous  loved  hire  hufbond  fo. 
That  for  he  fliuld  alway  upon  hire  thinkc. 
She  yave  him  fwiche  a  nuner  love-drinke. 
That  he  was  ded  er  it  were  by  the  morwe  : 
And  thus  algates  hufl>ondes  hadden  forwe. 

1  ban  told  he  me  how  onXatumeus 
Complained  to  his  felaw  Arius, 
That  in  bis  gar^in  growed  fwiche  a  tree. 
On  which  he  (aid  how  that  his  wives  three 
Hongcd  bcmfclf  for  hertes  defpitous. 
O  leve  brother !  quod  this  Arius, 
Teve  me  a  plant  of  thilke  blelTed  tree. 
And  in  my  gardin  planted  (bal  it  be. 

Of  later  date,  of  wives  hath  he  redde, 
That  ibm  ban  flain  hir  huft>ondes  in  hir  bedde. 
And  let  hir  lecbour  digbt  hem  all  the  night, 
While  that  the  corps  lay  in  the  flore  upright ; 
And  fom  ban  driven  nailes  in  hir  brain. 
While  that  they  flepe,and  thus  they  ban  hem  flain ; 
Som  hao  hem  yeven  poyfon  in  hir  drink . 
He  fpake  more  harm  than  herte  may  bethinke. 

And  therwithall  he  knew  of  mo  proverbes 
Than  in  this  world  ther  growen  gras  or  herbes. 

Bet  is  (quod  he)  thin  habitation 
Be  with  a  Icon  or  a  foule  dragon 
Than  with  a  woman  uflng  for  to  chide. 

Bet  is  (quod  he)  high  in  the  roof  abide 
Than  with  an  angry  woman  doun  in  the  boos, 
They  bcD  to  wikked  and  contrarioos : 


They  haten  that  hir  hulbondes  loren  af. 

He  fayd  a  woman  caft  hire  fliame  away 
Whan  flie  caft  of  hire  (mock ;  and  forther  mo» 
A  faire  woman,  but  (he  be  chaft  alfo. 
Is  like  a  gold  ring  in  a  fowes  nofe. 

Who  coude  wene  or  who  ooiide  fuppofe 
The  wo  that  in  min  herte  was  and  the  pine  ? 
And  whan  I  faw  he  n*olde  never  fine 
I'o  reden  on  this  curfed  book  all  night, 
Al  fodenly  three  leves  have  I  plight 
Out  of  his  book,  right  as  be  redde,  and  eke 
I  with  my  fift  fo  toke  him  on  the  cheke 
That  in  oure  fire  he  fell  backward  adoun  i 
And  he  up  fterte  as  doth  a  wood  leoim. 
And  with  his  fift  he  finote  me  on  the  bed. 
That  in  the  flore  I  lay  as  I  were  ded. 
And  whan  he  faw  how  ftille  that  I  lay 
He  was  agaft,  and  wold  have  fled  away. 
Til  at  the  laft  out  of  my  fwongh  1  brayde. 
O I  haft  thou  flain  me,  falfe  thief?  I  (ayde. 
And  for  my  lond  thus  haft  thou  mordred  mfi  ? 
£r  I  be  ded  yet  wol  I  kilTen  thee. 
And  nere  he  came,  and  kiiclcd  faire  adoun. 
And  fayde,Dcre  fuftcr  Alilbun ! 
As  helpe  me  God  I  (hal  thee  never  (mite  : 
That  I  have  don  it  is  thyfelf  to  wite  ; 
Foryevc  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  bcfekc. 
And  yet  eftfones  f  hitte  him  on  the  cheke. 
And  fayde,  Fheef,  thus  much  am  1  awreke. 
Now  wol  I  die,  I  may  no  lunger  fpeke. 

But  at  the  laft,  with  mochel  care  and  wo/ 
We  fell  accorded  by  ourfclven  two. 
He  yaf  me  all  the  bridel  in  min  bond 
To  ban  the  governance  of  hous  and  lond, 
And  of  his  tonge  and  of  hishond  alio. 
And  made  him  brernic  his  book  anon  light  tho. 

And  whan  that  I  had  gettcn  unto  mc 
By  maiftrie  all  the  fovcrainetee. 
And  that  he  fayd,  Min  owen  trcwe  wif. 
Do  as  thee  lift  the  tcrme  of  all  thy  lif; 
Kepe  thin  honour,  and  kepe  ckc  min  eftat; 
After  that  day  we  never  bad  debat. 
God  helpe  me  fo,  I  was  to  him  as  kinde 
As  any  wif  fro  Denmark  unto  Indc, 
And  al  fo  trcwe,  and  fo  was  he  to  mc  : 
I  pray  to  God  that  fit  in  majeftee 
So  blUfe  his  foule,  for  his  mercy  derc. 
Now  wol  I  fay  my  Talc  if  ye  wol  here. 

The  Frere  lough  whan  he  had  herd  all  this : 
Now,  Dame,  quod  he,  fo  have  I  joye  and  blifs. 
This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  Tale. 

And  whan  the  Sompnour  herd  the  Frere  galc» 
Lo  (quod  this  Sompnour)  Goddcs  armcs  two, 
A  Frere  wol  entemiete  him  cvcrmo  ; 
Lo,  goode  men,  a  flic  and  eke  a  Frere 
Wol  fall  in  every  dilh  and  ckc  matcre. 
What  fpekeft  thou  of  preambulatioun  ? 
What  ?  amble  or  trot,  or  pees,  or  go  fit  doun  : 
Thou  letteft  our  difport  in  this  matcre. 

Ye, wolt  thou  fo, Sire  Sompnour  ?  quod  the  Frere; 
Now  by  my  faith  I  ihal,  er  that  1  go, 
Tell  of  a  Sompnour  fwiche  a  Tale  or  two. 
That  all  the  folk  (hal  laughcn  in  this  place. 

Now  cllc»j  Frere,  I  will  bc(hrcwc  thy  face,       , 
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(Quod  this  Sompnmir)  and  J  bdhrewe  me 
But  if  I  tcUc  Talc»  two  or  three 
Of  Freres,  or  I  come  to  Sidenbome, 
That  I  (hal  ma,ke  thin  herte  for  to  monie. 
For  wel  I  wot  thy  patience  is  gone. 
Our  Hofte  cried,  Pees,  and  that  anon ; 


And  fayde.  Let  the  woman  tell  hire  T«Ie  $ 

Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  ben  of  ale. 

Do,  Dame,  tcU  forth  your  Tak,  and  that  is  heSL 

Al  redy,  Sire,  <|Uod  ihe,  right  as  you  left. 
If  I  hare  licence  of  this  worthy  Frere. 

Yes,  Dame,  quod  he,  tell  forth,  and  I  wol  here. 


THE  WIF  OF  BATHES  TALE*. 


In  olde  dayes  of  the  King  Artour, 
Of  which  that  Bretons  fp^en  gret  honotir, 
AU  was  this  lond  fulfilled  of  Faerie ; 
The  Elf  qucne  with  hire  joly  compagnie 
Danced  ful  oft  in  many  a  grene  mede. 
This  was  the  eld  opinion  as  I  rede ; 
I  fpeke  of  many  hundred  yeres  ago. 
But  now  can  no  man  fee  non  elves  mo ; 
For  now  the  grete  charitee  and  prayeres 
Of  limitbures  and  other  holy  freres. 
That  ferchen  every  land  and  every  ftreme. 
As  thikke  as  motes  in  the  fonne  heme, 
Bliffing  halles,  chambres,  kichens,  and  boures, 
Citees  and  bnrghes,  caftles  highe  and  tourcs, 
Thropes  and  hemes,  fliepenes  and  daires. 
This  maketh  that  therben  no  Faeries  : 
For  ther  as  wont  to  waken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketh  now  the  limatour  himfelf 
In  undermeles  and  in  morweninges. 
And  fayth  his  matines  and  his  holy  thinget 
As  he  goth  in  hjs  limitatioun. 
Women  may  now  go  fafely  up  and  doun. 
In  every  bufli,  and  uttder  every  tree, 
Ther  is  non  other  Incubes  but  he, 
And  he  ne  will  don  hem  no  diihonour. 
An  fo  befell  it  that  this  Kine  Artour 
Had  in  his  hous  a  lufty  bachekr. 
That  on  a  day  came  riding  fro  river : 
And  happed  that,  alone  as  (he  was  borne. 
He  (aw  a  maiden  walking  him  beforne. 
Of  which  maid  he  anon,  maugre  hife  hed. 
By  vcray  force  beraft  hire  maidenhed : 
For  which  oppreffion  vras  fwiche  clamour. 
And  fwiche  purfuite  unto  the  King  Artour, 
That  damned  was  this  knight  for  to  be  ded, 
By  cours  of  bwe,  and  ihuld  have  loft  his  hed, 
(Paraventure  fwiche  was  the  ftatute  tho) 
But  that  the  quene  and  other  ladies  mo 

♦  A  tMtchdor  of  King  Arthur*!  court  It  enjoined  by  the 
C^S^een,  upon  Min  of  death,  to  tell  what  thiiiK  it  I*  that  wo- 
men do  moft  defire.  At  length  he  Is  uusht  It  by  an  old 
woflsaa,  whom  1^  is  eoferced  m>  marry,  (/rr^^ 


So  longe  praieden  the  king  of  grace. 
Til  he  his  Hf  him  granted  in  the  place, 
And^f^  him  to  the  quene,  all  at  hire  will 
To cheic  whether  flie  woldhim fave or fpiU. 

The  qucne  thanketh  the  king  widi  all  hire  migfati 
And  after  this-thus  fpake  flie  to  the  knight. 
Whan  that  (he  iaw  hire  time  upon  a  day. 

Thou  ftandeft  yet  (quod  flie)  in  fwiche  array. 
That  of  thy  lif  yet  haft  thou  not  feuretee  ; 
I  grant  thee  lif  if  thou  canft  tellen  me 
What  thing  is  it  that  women  moft  defiren : 
Beware,  and  keppe  thy  nckke  bone  from  yrea. 
And  if  thou  canft  not  tell  it  me  anon. 
Yet  wol  I  yeve  thee  leve  for  to  gon 
A  twelvemonth  and  a  day  to  feke  and  lere 
And  anfwer  fuffi&nt  in  this  matere ; 
And  feuretee  wol  I  have,  or  that  thou  pace. 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  place. 

Wo  was  the  knight,  and  forwefuUy  he  fiketh  : 
But  what  ?  he  may  not  don  all  as  him  liketlu 
And  at  the  laft  he  chefe  him  for  to  weode. 
And  come  agen  right  at  the  yeres  ende 
With  fwiche  anfwer  as  God  wold  him  purvay. 
And  taketh  his  leve,  and  wendeth  for  his  vray. 

He  feketh  every  hous  and  every  place. 
Wher  as  he  hopeth  for  to  finden  grace. 
To  lenen  what  thing  women  loven  mofte ; 
But  bene  coude  ariven  in  no  cofte 
Wher  as  he  mighte  find  in  this  matere 
Tvro  creatures  according  in  fere. 
Som  faiden  women  loven  beft  richefle, ' 
Som  laiden  honour,  fom  faiden  jolinefle, 
Som  riche  array,  fom  faiden  luft  a-bedde. 
And  oft  time  to  be  widewe  and  to  be  wedde. 

Some  (aiden  that  we  ben  in  herte  moft  efed 
Whan  that  we  ben  yflatered  and  ypreifed« 
He  goth  ful  nigh  the  foth,  I  vrol  not  lie  ; 
A  man  ftial  winne  us  beft  with  flaterie  ; 
And  with  attendance  and  vrith  beiinefle 
Ben  we  ylimed  bothe  more  and  lefTe. 

And  fom  men  (aiden  that  we  loven  beft. 
For  to  be  free,  and  do  right  u  tts  Icftt 
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A&il  tittt  DOfiUBfeprere  ot  of  our  yke^ 
Bat  iky  ttot  we  ben  wife  and  nothing  nice : 
For  trewcly  ther  B*i8  non  of  ai  aU» 
If  aajwigkt  wolckwutontkegall. 
That  we  n'iU  kike  for  that  hcykith  ut  foth; 
A&7,  aD<i  he  flud  find  it  that  fo  doth : 
For  be  we  ncrcr  fo  viciout  withinne 
We  wol  be  holden  wife  and  ckne  of  finnc. 

And  fom  (aiden  that  gret  delit  han  we 
Forte  be  hokfea  ftable  and  ekeiecre. 
And  in  o  porpos  ftediaiUy  to  dwell. 
And  ootbcwrejen  thing  that  nen  ut  tell; 
Bot  that  tale  is  not  worth  a  rake-ftele. 
Pzrde  we  women  connen  nothing  hele, 
Witnefle  on  Mida ;  wol  ye  here  the  Tale  ? 

Oride,  amongea  other  thjogei  inuiCf 
Said  Mida  had  under  his  longe  here^ 
Growing  upon  his  hed  two  affeseres. 
The  whKhe  vice  he  hid,  as  he  befte  mighty 
Fol  fubtilly  from  erery  mannea  fight, 
ThatiaTe  hit  wif  thcr  will  of  it  no  mo ; 
He  loved  hire  moft,  and  tmfted  hire  alfo; 
Hepraied  hire  that  to  no.  creature 
Sben'oldeteUcD  of  his  disfigure. 

She  fworehim  Ney,  for  all  the  world  to  winnc 
6he  Boldp  do  thst  vilanie  ne  finne. 
To  make  hire  hnflkwd  han  fo  foole  a  name  : 
She  n'olde  not  tell  it  for  hire  owen  ihame. 
But  natheies  hire  thoughte  that  ihe  dide 
That  file  fo  longe  ihuld  a  conieilhide ; 
Hire  thought  it  fwal  fo  fore  about  hire  herte. 
That  oedely  fora  word  hire  muft  afterte ; 
And  fith  file  dorf^  nat  telle  it  to  no  man. 
Boon  to  a.mareis  &Ule  by  file  ran ; 
Til  ihe  came  thcr  hire  herte  was  a-fire : 
And  as  abicore  bambleth  in  the  mire, 
She  hod  hire  month  unto  the  water  doun. 
Bewrcy  me  not,  thou  water,  with  thy  foun, 
Qoodflie ;  to  thee  I  tell  it,  and  no  mo» 
Min  halbood  hath  long  a^  eres  two. 
Now  u  minherte  all  hole,  now  is  it  out, 
I  might  no  lenger  kepe  it  out  of  dout. 
Here  may  ye  Me,  though  we  a  time  abide, 
Yet  out  it  mofte ;  we  can  no  confeil  hide. 
The  remenant  of  the  Tale,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Itcdeth  Ovide,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere. 

This  knig^  of  which  my  Tale  is  fpedally, 
Whan  that  he  iaw  he  might  not  come  therby, 
(This  is  to  &yn»  what  women  loven  moft) 
Within  his  brefi  ful  ibrwefnl  was  his  goft. 
Bat  home  he  goth,  he  migbte  not  fojoume ; 
The  day  was  come  thathomward  muft  he  tume. 
And  in  his  way  it  happed  him  to  ride, 
hi  an  his  care,  under  a  foreft  fide, 
Wherashefiiw  upon  a  dance  go 
Of  ladies  fonroi^nd-twenty,  and  yet  mo. 
Toward  thia  ilke  dance  he  drow  ful  yemcy 
h  hop  that  he  fom  wiidom  fliuMe  leme ; 
Bat  certainly  er  he  came  fully  there 
Yvaniflted  was  this  dance  he  n'ifU  not  wher ; 
Ko  creature  fa w  he  that  bare  lif , 
Save  on  the  grcne  he  (aw  fittinga  wif, 
A  (ouler  wight  ther  may  no  man  devife. 
Agaiae  this  koigfat  this  oUc  wif  gan  arife» 


And  fiiide  Sire  Knight,  here  forth  ne  Uth  no  way. 
Tell  me  what  that  ye  feken  by  your  £ay, 
Pararenture  it  may  the  better  be  : 
Thife  olde  folk  con  mochel  thing,  qnod  ihe. 

My  ieve  mother,  quod  this  knight,  certain 
I  n'am  but  ded  but  if  that  I  can  fain 
What  thing  it  is  that  women  moft  defire  s 
Coude  ye  me  wifle  I  wold  quite  wel  your  hire. 
Plight  me  thy  trouthe  here  in  myn  bond,  qnod  ihe. 
The  nexte  thing  that  I  requere  of  thee 
Thou  ihak  it  do,  if  it  be  in  thy  might. 
And  I  wol  tell  it  you  or  it  be  night. 

Have  here  my^  trouthe,   quod  th&  knight,  T 
graunte. 

Thanne,  quod  ihe,  I  dare  me  wel  avannte 
Thy  lif  is  iauf,  for  I  wol  ilond  therby. 
Upon  my  lif  the  queue  wol  (ay  as  L 
Let  iee  which  is  the  proudeft  of  hem  alle. 
That  wereth  on  a  kerchef  or  a  caUe, 
7  hat  dare  fayn  nay  of  that  I  (hal  you  teche. 
JLet  lu  go  forth  withouten  lenger  (peche. 

Tho  rowned  (he  a  piftel  in  his  ere. 
And  bad  him  to  be  glad,  and  have  no  fere. 

Whan  they  ben  comen  to  thccourt,  this  knighc 
Said  he  had  hold  his  day  as  he  had  hiriit. 
And  redy  was  his  aniwere,  as  he  (hide. 
Ful  many  a  noble  wif,  and  many  a  maide. 
And  many  a  widewe,  for  that  they  ben  wife, 
(The  quene  hirefelf  fitting  as  a  juftice)^ 
Aflembled  ben  his  anfwer  for  to  here. 
And  afterward  this  knight  was  bode  appere. 
-     To  every  wight  commanded  was  (ilence. 
And  that  the  knight  fiiuld  tell  in  audience 
What  thing  that  worldly  women  k>ven  beft. 
This  knight  ne  ftood  not  ftill  as  doth  a  bcfi. 
But  to  thisqueiUon  anon  anfwerd 
•  With  manly  vois,  that  all  the  court  it  herd. 

My  liege  Lady,  generally,  quod  he» 
Women  defiren  to  ban  foveraintce. 
As  Well  over  hir  hufl&nd  as  hir  love. 
And  for  to  ben  in  matftrie  him  above. 
Thia  your  moft  defire,  though  ye  me  kille  ; 
Doth  as  yon  lift,  I  am  here  at  your  wiHe. 

In  all  the  court  ne  was  ther  wif  ne  maide, 
Ne  vndewe,  that  contraried  that  he  faide. 
But  (aid  he  was  worthy  to  han  his  lif. 

And  with  that  word  up  ftert  thia  olde  wif 
Which  that  the  knight  (aw  fitting  on  the  grene. 
Mercy,  quod  (he,  my  foveraine  Udy  Qnene» 
£r  that  your  court  depart,  as  doth  me  right. 
I  taughte  this  anfwere  unto  this  knight, 
For  which  he  plighte  me  his  trouthe  there. 
The  firfte  thing  I  wold  of  him  requere. 
He  wold  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
Before  this  court  dian  pray  I  thee.  Sire,  Knight, 
Quod  (he,  that  thou  me  take  unto  thy  wif. 
For  wel  thou  woft  that  I  have  kept  thy  lif : 
If  I  fay  falfe,  (ay  nay  upon  thy  fay. 

This  knight  anfwered,  Alas  and  wala  wa  I 
I^ot  right  wel  that  fwiche  was  my  beheft. 
For  Goddes  love  as  chefe  a  new  requeft ; 
Take  all  my  good,  and  let  my  body  go. 

Nay  than,  quod  (he,  I  (hrewc  ns  bothe  two : 
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^r  thooffh  that  I  be  olde,  foulc,  and  pore, 
I  nMde  for  all  the  metal  ne  the  ore 
That  uoder  erthe  is  grave,  or  Hth  above. 
But  if  thy  wtf  I  were  and  eke  thy  love. 

My  love !  quod  he ;  nay,  my  dampnation« 
Alas !  that  any  of  my  nation 
Shuld  ever  fo  fonle  difparaged  be. 
But  all  for  nought ;  the  end  is  this,  that  be 
Conftrained  was  he  nedes  mufl  hire  wed, 
And  taketh  this  olde  wif,  and  goth  to  bed. 

Now  wolden  fom  men  fayn  paraventure, 
That  for  my  negligence  I  do  no  cure 
To  tellen  you  the  joye  and  all  the  array 
That  at  the  fcfte  was  that  ilke  day. 

To  which  thing  fhortly  anfweren  I  ihal : 
I  fay  ther  was  no  joye  ne  fefte  at  al ) 
Ther  n'asbut  hevineffe  and  mochel  forwe; 
For  prively  he  wedded  hire  on  the  morwe, 
And  all  day  after  hid  him  as  an  6ule, 
80  wo  was  him  his  wif  lokcd  fo  foule. 

Gret  was  the  wo  the  knight  had  in  his  thought 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wif  a^bed  ybrought ; 
He  walweth,  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro. 

This  olde  wif  lay  fmiling  evermo. 
And  iaid,  O  dere  huibond,  itMetSeiu ! 
Fareth  ever  knight  thus  with  wif  as  ye  ? 
Is  this  the  lawe  of  King  Artoures  hous  ? 
Is  every  knight  of  his  thus  dangerous  f 
I  am  your  owen  love,  and  eke  your  wif, 
1  am  file  which  that  faved  hath  your  lif, 
And  ccrtes  yet  did  I  you  never  unrigbt ; 
"Why  fare  ye  thus  with  me  this  firfte  night  ? 
Ye  faren  like  a  man  had  lofl  his  wit. 
What  is  my  gik  ?  for  Goddes  love  uH  it, 
And  it  fiial  ben  amended  if  I  may« 

Amended !  quod  this  knight,  alas !  nay,  nay. 
It  wol  not  ben  amended  never  mo ; 
Thou  art  fo  lothly,  and  fo  olde  alfo. 
And  therto  comen  of  fo  low  a  kind. 
That  littel  wonder  is  though  1  walwe  and  wind ; 
So  wolde  God  min  herte  wolde  brci^. 

Is  this,  quod  (he,  the  caufe  of  your  unreil  ^ 

Ye  certainly,  quod  he,  no  wonder  is. 

Now  Sire,  quod  fhe,  I  coude  amend  all  this. 
If  that  me  M,  er  it  were  dayes  three,     1 
So  wel  ve  mighten  here  you  unto  me. 

But  for  ye  fpeken  of  fwiche  gentillefTe 
As  is  defcended  out  of  old  richelTe  ; 
That  therefore  fhullen  ye  be  gentilmen ; 
Swiche  arrogance  n*is  not  worth  an  hen. 

Loke  who  that  ismofl  vertuous  alway, 
Prive  and  apert,  and  moft  entendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can. 
And  take  him  for  the  greteft  gentilman. 
Crifl  wol  we  claime  of  him  our  gentillefTe, 
Not  of  our  elders  for  hir  old  richefle ; 
For  though  they  yeve  us  all  hIr  heritage. 
For  which  we  claime  to  ben  of  high  i^arage. 
Yet  may  they  not  bcquethcn  for  no  thing 
To  non  of  us  hir  vertuous  living, 
That  made  hem  gentilmen  called  to  be, 
And  bade  us  folwen  hem  in  fwiche  degree 

Wel  can  the  wife  poet  of  Florence, 
That  highte  Daat,  fpeken  of  this  fcntencc : 


Lo  in  fwiche  maner  rinfe  is  Diuitet  tale. 

Ful  felde  up  rifeth  by  his  branches  finals 
Prowefle  of  man,  for  God  of  his  goodncfle 
Wol  that  we  claime  of  him  our  gentillcfle ; 
For  of  our  elders  may  we  nothing  claime 
But  temporel    thing,    that  man  may  hurt  an^ 

Eke  every  wight  wot  this  as  wel  as  1,    [maioK* 
If  gentiUefle  were  planted  naturelly 
Unto  a  certain  Hnage  doun  the  line,' 
Prive  and  apert,  tlun  wold  they  never  fine 
To  don  of  gentillcfle  the  fure  office ; 
They  mighten  do  no  vilanie  or  vice. 

Take  fire,  and  here  it  into  the  derkefl  bona 
Betwix  this  and  the  Mount  of  Cacains, 
And  let  men  fhette  the  doers,  and  go  theone. 
Yet  wol  the  fire  as  faire  lie  and  brenne 
As  twenty  thoufand  men  might  it  behold; 
His  office  naturel  ay  wol  it  hold. 
Up  peril  of  my  lif,  til  that  it  die. 

Here  may  ye  fee  wel  how  that  genterie 
Is  not  annexed  to  pofleffion, 
Sitd  folk  nc  don  hir  operation 
Alway,  as  doth  the  fire,  lo,  in  hisHchid  : 
For  God  it  wot  men  moon  fill  often  find 
A  lordet  fone  do  fhame  and  vilanie. 
And  he  that  wol  ban  pris  of  his  grenterie. 
For  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hous. 
And  had  his  elders  noble  and  vertuous. 
And  n*ill  himfelveA  do  no  gentil  dedes, 
Ne  folwe  his  gentil  aunceilrie  that  ded  is. 
He  n*is  not  gentil,  be  he  duk  or  er]. 
For  vilains  finful  dedes  malce  a  cherl  i 
For  gentillefle  n*is  but  the  renomee 
Of  thin  aunceftres  for  hir  high  bountee. 
Which  is  a  flrange  thing  to  diy  pcrfone  : 
Thy  gentilleffe  comcth  fro  God  alone ; 
Than  cometh  our  veray  gentillefle  of  graces 
It  was  no  thing  bequethed  us  with  our  place, 

Thinketh  how  noble,  as  faith  Valerius, 
Was  thilke  TuUius  HoflUius, 
That  out  of  poverte  rofe  to  high  noblefle. 
Redeth  Senek,  and  redeth  eke  Boece, 
Ther  fhull  ye  feen  exprefTe  that  it  no  dred  it 
That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gentil  dedis : 
And  therefore,  leve  hufbond,  I  thus  conclude, 
Al  be  it  that  min  aunceftres  weren  rude. 
Yet  may  the  highe  God,  and  fo  hope  I, 
Granten  me  grace  to  liven  vertuoufly  s 
Than  am  I  gentil  whan  that  I  beginne 
To  liven  vertuonfly  and  weiven  unne. 

And  ther  as  ye  of  poverte  me  reprevc. 
The  highe  God,  on  virhom  that  we  belevCj, 
In  wilful  poverte  chefe  to  lede  his  lif ; 
And  certes  every  man,  maiden,  or  wif. 
May  underf^ond  that  Jefus  heven  king 
Ne  wold  not  chefe  a  vicious  living. 

(Glad  poverte  is  an  honeft  thing  certain. 
This  wol  Senek  and  other  clerkes  fain. 
Who  fo  that  halt  him  paid  of  his  poverte^ 
I  hold  him  rich,  al  had  he  not  a  fherte. 
He  that  covciteth  is  a  poure  wieht. 
For  he  wold  ban  that  is  not  in  his  might ; 
But  he  that  nought  hath,  ne  coveiteth  to  have^ 
Is  richc,  although  ye  hold  him  but  a  knave. 
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V  Cray  pprerte  »  finne  proprcly. 

Juvenal  fiuth  of  porerte  merily. 
The  poore  man  whan  he  eoth  by  the  way, 
Befom  the  theves  he  may  ung  and  play. 
Poverte  i»  hatefol  good ;  and,  as  I  geflc, 
A  fid  gret  bringcr  out  of  heilnefle ; 
A  grct  amecder  eke  of  (apience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  patience, 
Porerte  is  this,  although  it  fome  elenge, 
Pofleifion  that  no  wight  wol  challenge. 
Poverte  ful  often,  whan  a  man  is  low, 
Maketh  his  God  and  eke  himfelf  to  know. 
Poverte  a  fpe^akel  is,  as  thinketh  me, 
Thurgh  which  he  may  his  veray  frendes  fee. 
And  therefore.  Sire,  (ta  that  I  you  not  greve, 
Of  my  poverte  no  more  me  reprcvc. 

Now,  Sire,  -of  eWe  that  ye  repreven  mc  : 
And  certes.  Sire,  though  non  au Aoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentiles  of  honour 
Sain  that  men  (hnld  an  olde  wight  honour. 
And  clepe  him  Fader,  for  your  gentiUelTe ; 
And  audours  ihal  I  fiinden,  as  I  gefle. 

Now  ther  ye  fain  that  I  am  fonle  and  old. 
Than  drede  ye  not  to  ben  a  cokewold ; 
For  fihhe,  and  elde  alfo,  fo  mote  1  the, 
Ben  grete  wardeins  upon  chaftitee. 
Bat  natheles,  fin  I  know  your  delit, 
I  ihal  fulfill  your  wordly  appetit. 

Oiefe  DOW  (quod  (he)  on  of  thife  thinges  twey. 
To  has  me  foide  and  old  til  that  I  dey, 
And  be  to  you  a  trewe  himible  wif. 
And  never  you  difplefe  in  all  my  lif ; 
Or  elles  wol  ye  han  me  yonge  and  (aire. 
And  take  your  aventure  of  the  repaire 
That  (hal  be  to  your  hous  becauTe  of  me, 
Or  in  ibm  other  place  it  may  wel  be  ? 
Now  chefe  yourfelven  whether  that  you  liketh. 

This  knight  avifeth  him,  and  fore  fiketh^ 


But  at  the  laft  he  faid  in  this  manere : 

My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wif  fo  dere, 
I  put  me  in  your  wife  governance, 
Chefeth  yourfelf  which  may  be  moft  plelance 
And  moil  honour  to  you  and  me  alfo, 
I  do  no  force  the  whether  of  the  two, 
For  as  you  liketh  it  fufficeth  me. 

Than  have  I  got  the  maiftere,  quod  ihe. 
Sin  I  may  chefe  and  goveme  as  me  left. 
Ye  certes,  wif,  quod  he,  I  hold  it  heft. 

Kifle  me,  quod  (he,  we  be  no  lenger  wroth^ 
For  by  my  trouth  I  wol  be  to  you  bothe. 
This  tofayn,  ye  bothe  faire  and  good. 
I  pray  to  God  that  I  mote  fterven  wood 
But  I  to  you  be  al  fo  rood  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wif  fin  that  the  world  was  new^ 
And  but  I  be  to-morwe  as  faire  to  leen 
As  any  lady,  emperice,  or  queue. 
That  is  betwix  the  eft  and  eke  the  weft. 
Doth  with  my  lif  and  deth  right  as  you  left. 
Caft  up  the  curtein,  loke  how  that  it  is. 

And  wban  the  knight  faw  veraily  all  this. 
That  ihe  fo  faire  was,  and  fo  yonge  therto. 
For  joye  he  hent  hire  in  his  annes  two : 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blifte, 
A  thoufand  time  a-row  he  gan  hire  kiiTe  3 
And  ihe  obeyed  him  in  every  thine 
That  mighte  don  him  pleiance  oruking., 
And  thus  they  live  unto  hir  Utcs  ende 
Inparfit  joye;  and Jefu Crift us fbnde 
Huibondes  meke  and  yonge,  and  fresih  aJwd* 
And  grace  to  overlive  hem  that  we  wed. 
And  eke  I  pray  Jefiis  to  fiiort  hir  Uvea 
That  wol  not  be  governed  by  hir  wives  } 
And  old  and  angry  nigards  of  difpence 
God  fend  hem  fone  a  veray  peftilncc* 
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THE  FRERES  PROLOGUE. 


Tbi8  wolthy  limkonr,  this  noble  Frere, 
He  made  ahray  a  maoer  louring  chere 
Upon  the  Sompnoor,  but  for  h^ftee 
Mo  Tilaint  word  at  yet  to  himfpake  he ; 
But  at  the  laft  he  iaid  unto  the  Wif, 
Dame,  (quod  he)  God  yere  you  right  good  lif, 
Te  have  here  touched^  all  Tomote  I  the. 
In  fcole  matcre  a  ful  gret  diflkuhie  i 
Te  han  find  mochel  tlung  right  wel  I  fay  : 
But,  Dame,  here  at  we  riden  by  the  way 
Ut  nedeth  not  tofpeken  but  of  game. 
And  let  auaoriteet,  in  Ooddet  name. 
To  preching  and  to  icole  eke  of  dergie. 

But  if  it  like  unto  thlt  compagnie 
1  wol  you  of  a  Sompoour  tell  a  games 
Parde  ye  may  wcl  knowen  by  the  name 
That  of  a  Sompnour  may  no  good  be  (aid  ; 
Ipray  thatoooof  you  be  crtil  apaid  t 


A  Sompnour  it  a  renner  np  and  doun 
With  mandemenu  for  fomicatioun. 
And  it  ybett  at  every  tounct  ende. 

Tho  fpake  our  Hofte,  A,  Sire,  ye  ihuld  bea 
Andcurtcit,  at  a  man  of  your  eiUt,  [hende 

In  compagnie  we  wiln  hare  no  debat : 
Telleth  your  Tale,  and  let  the  Sompnour  be. 
Nay,  quod  the  Sompnour,  let  him  fay  by  me 
What  fo  him  lift  (  whan  it  cometh  to  my  lot. 
By  God  I  ihal  hin»  quiten  erery  grot  | 
I  ihal  him  tellen  which  a  gret  honour 
It  it  to  be  a  flatering  Uniitour, 
And  eke  of  many  another  maner  crime. 
Which  nedeth  not  reherfen  at  thit  time. 
And  hit  office  I  ihal  him  tell  ywit. 
Our  Hofte  anfwcred,  Peet,  no  ntore  of  thia» 
And  afterward  he  ikid  unto  the  Frere 
Tel  forth  your  Tale  min  owen  maiiler  dere. 


THE  FRERES  TALEf. 


Whilom  ther  wat  dwelling  in  my  contree 

An  archedeken,  a  man  of  high  degree. 

That  boldely  did  execution 

In  puniihing  of  fornication. 

Of  witchecraft,  and  eke  of  bauderie, 

Of  defunation,  and  avouterie, 

Of  chirche-rcvet,  and  of  teftamentt. 

Of  contract,  and  of  lack  of  facramentti 

Of  ufure,  and  of  iimonie  alfo. 

But  certet  lechourt  did  he  greteil  wo ; 

They  ihuldcn  iingen  if  that  they  were  hent. 

And  imale  tithevet  weren  foule  yihent ; 

f  A  Sompnour  and  the  devil  meettnis  on  the  way,  after 
fnnference  Decome  fworn  brethren,  and  to  hell  they  go 
together.  A  covtft  inredlve  agalntt  the  bribery  and  cor- 
ruptioo  of  the  fpintual  courtt  ii^  thofe  dt^t.   ^r/7. 


If  any  perfone  wold  upon  hem  plaine 
Ther  might  ai^ert  hem  no  pccunial  peine. 
For  (male  tithes  and  fmale  offering 
He  made  the  peple  pitouily  to  iing. 
For  er  the  biihop  hent  hem  with  Us  crook 
They  weren  in  the  archedekens  book ; 
Than  had  he  thurgh  hit  jurifdi^on 
Power  to  don  on  hem  corredion. 

He  had  a  Sompnour  redy  to  hit  bond, 
A  ilier  boy  Was  non  in  Englelond ; 
For  fubtilly  he  had  his  efpiaille. 
That  uught  him  wel  wber  it  might  ought  avaiUe 
He  coude  fpare  of  lechours  on  or  two 
To  tcchen  hem  to  fourc-and-twcnty  mo  : 
For  though  this  Sompnour  wood  be  at  an  hare, 
Tp  tcU  hit  harlqtric  I  wol  not  fpare, 
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For  we  hen  out  of  hir  corre^on, 

They  ban  of  us  no  jurifdidion. 

He  neTcr  ihol  hiTc,  terme  of  all  htr  Ihres. 

Peter,  fo  ben  the  women  of  the  ftivet, 
Qtwd  this  Sompnour,  jput  out  of  our  cure  } 

Pees,  with  mifchance  and  with  miiaventure, 
t>nr  Hofte  laid,  and  let  him  tell  hisTak. 
Now  teileth  forth,  and  let  the  Sompnour  gale, 
Vc  ipaircth  not,  min  owen  maider  dere. 

litis  falie  theef,  this  Sompnour,  qiiod  the  Frere, 
Had  ahvay  bandes  redy  to  his  hond,         v 
As  any  hauke  to  lure  in  Englelond, 
That  told  him  aU  the  fecree  that  they  knewe, 
For  hir  acquaintance  was  not  come  of  newe; 
They  weren  his  approvers  prively ; 
He  tooke  himielf  a  gret  profit  therby, 
Hts  maifier  knew  not  alway  what  he  waAh 
Withouten  mandement  a  lewed  man 
He  coude  (bmpne  up  peine  of  Criftes  curfe, 
And  they  were  inly  glad  to  fille  his  pnrfc^ 
And  maken  him  gret  feftes  at  the  nale. 
And  right  as  }adas  hadde  purfes  finale, 
And  was  a  theef,  right  fwichc  a  theef  was  he ; 
His  mafter  hadde  but  half  his  duetee. 
He  was  (if  I  Ikal  yeven  him  his  laud) 
A  theef,  and  eke  a  Sompnour,  and  a  baud. 

He  had  eke  wenches  at  his  retenue. 
That  whether  that  Sire  Robert  or  Sire  Hue, 
Or  Jakke  or  Rauf,  or  who  fo  that  it  were 
That  lay  by  hem,  they  told  it  in  his  ere. 
Thus  was  the  wenche  and»he  of  on  affent ; 
And  he  wold  fecche  a  feined  mandement. 
And  fompne  hem  to  the  chapitre  bothe  two, 
And  pill  the  man  and  let  the  wenche  go  : 
Than  wold  he  fay,  Frend,  I  ftal  for  thy  fake 
Do  (Irike  thee  out  of  oure  lettresblake; 
Thee  thar  no  more  as  in  this  cas  travaille  ; 
I  am  thy  frend  ther  I  may  thee  avaifle. 
Certain  he  knew  of  briboures  many  mo 
Than  polEble  is  to  tell  in  yeres  two ; 
For  in  this  world  n*is  dogge  for  the  bowe 
That  can  an  hurt  dere  from  an  hole  yknowe 
Bet  than  this  Sompnour  knew  a  die  lechour, 
Or  an  aTOUtrer  or  a  paramour; 
And  for  that  was  the  fruit  of  all  his  rent, 
Therfore  on  it  he  fet  all  his  entent. 

And  fo  befell  that  ones  on  a  day 
This  Sompnour,  waiting  erer  on  his  praye, 
Rode  forth  to  fompne  a  widewc,  an  old  ribibe, 
Feining  a  caufe,  for  he  wold  ban  a  bribe ; 
And  happed  that  he  faw  beforn  him  ride 
A  gay  yeman  under  a  forcft  fide ; 
A  bow  he  bare,  and  arwes  bright  and  kene. 
He  had  upon  a  courtepy  of  grene. 
An  hat  upon  his  hed  with  frenges  blake. 

Sire,  quod  the  Sx-mpnour,  haile,  and  wel  atake. 

Welcome,  quod  he,  and  every  good  felaw. 
Whidcr  rideft  thou  under  this  grene  fliaw  ? 
(Saidc  this  ycn^n)  wolt  thou  fcr  to-day  ? 

This  Sompnour  him  anfwerd,  and  iaide  Kay* 
Here  hAe  by  (quod  he)  is  min  entent 
To  riden,  for  to  reifen  up  a  rent 
That  lottgeth  to  my  lordcs  duetee. 
A !  art  thou  than  a  baiUif  ?  Ve,  quod  he. 


(He  dorfte  not  for  veray  filth  and  fhame 
Say  that  he  was  a  Sompnour,  for  the  name.) 

JUpar  dieux,  quod  this  yeman,  leve  brother. 
Thou  art  a  baillif,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowen  as  in  this  contree ; 
Of  thin  acquaintance  I  wol  prayen  thee, 
And  eke  of  brotherhed,  if  that  thee  lift. 
!  have  gold  and  fiWer  lying  in  my  chift ; 
If  that  thee  hap  to  come  in  to  our  (hire 
Al  Ihal  be  thin  right  as  thou  wolt  defire. 

Grand  merely  quod  this  Sompnour,  by  my  £uth. 
Everich  in  others  hond  his  trouthe  laith 
For  to  be  fwome  brethren  til  they  dey. 
In  daliaunce  they  riden  forth  and  pley. 

This  Sompnour,  which  that  was  as  ful  of  janglei 
As  ful.  of  venime  ben  thife  wariangles. 
And  ever  enquering  upon  every  thing. 
Brother,  quod  he,  wher  is  now  your  dwelling, 
Anothec  day  if  that  I  ihuld  you  feche  ? 

This  yeman  him  anfwerd  in  fofte  fpeche. 
Brother,  quod  he,  fer  in  the  north  contree, 
Wher  as  I  hope  fometime  I  (hall  thee  fee. 
Or  we  depart  I  ihal  thee  fo  wel  wifle, 
That  of  min  hous  ne  (halt  thou  never  mifle. 

Now  brother,  quod  this  Sofaapnonr,  I  you  pray 
Teche  me,  while  that  we  riden  by  the  way, 
(Sith  that  ye  ben  a  baillif  as  am  I) 
Som  fubtiltee,  and  tell  me  faithfully 
In  min  office  how  I  may  mode  winne ; 
And  fpareth  not  for  conicience  or  for  finne. 
But  as  my  brother  tell  me  how  do  ye. 

Now  by  my  trouthe,  brother  min,  fiud  he. 
As  I  ihal  tellen  thee  a  faithful  Tale. 
My  wages  ben  ful  ibeit  and  eke  ful  imale  ; 
My  lord  is  hiird  to  me  and  dangerous. 
And  min  office  is  ful  laborious. 
And  therfore  by  extortion  I  leve ; 
Forfoth  I  take  all  that  men  wol  me  yeve  : 
Algates  by  ileighte  or  by  violence 
Fro  yere  to  yere  I  win  all  my  difpence  i 
I  can  no  better  tellen  faithfully. 

Now  certes  (quod  this  Sompnour)  fo  fare  I; 
I  fpare  not  to  taken,  God  it  wote, 
But  if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  bote. 
What  I  may  gete  in  conipl  prively 
No  maner  confcience  of  that  have  I. 
N*ere  min  extortiop  I  might  not  liven, 
Ne  of  fwiche  japes  wol  I  not  be  ffiriven. 
Stomak  ne  confcience  know  I  non ; 
I  ihrew  thife  ihrifte  f»ders  everich  on  : 
Wel  be  we  met  by  Ood  and  by  Seint  Jame. 
But,  leve  brother,  tell  me  than  thy  name, 
<^od  this  Sompnour.  Right  in  this  mene  whik^ 
This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  fmile. 

Brother,  quod  he,  wolt  thou  that  I  thee  tell  i 
I  am  a  fend,  my  dwelling  is  in  hcU, 
And  here  I  ride  about  my  pourchaling 
To  wote  vfhcr  men  wol  give  me  any  thing : 
My  pourchas  is  th*  effed  of  all  my  rent, 
Lokc  how  thou  ridcil  for  the  fame  entent : 
To  winncn  good  thou  rckeik  never  how  : 
Right  fo  fare  I,  for  riden  wol  I  now 
Unto  the  worldes  ende  for  a  praye. 

A,  quod  this  Sompnour,  hcMdi$He  I  what  fay  yc  i 
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I  wend  yc  were  a  jcman  trcwcly, 
Ve  have  a  mannes  ihape  as  wel  a»  I : 
Hare  yc  then  a  figure  determinat 
Id  kcUe,  thcr  ye  ben  in  your  eilat  ? 

Nay  certainly,  quod  he,  ther  have  we  oon. 
But  whan  ut  liketh  wc  can  take  us  on. 
Or  elles  make  you  wene  that  we  ben  (hape 
Somtime  like  a  man,  or  like  an  ape, 
Or  like  an  angel  can  I  ride  or  go ; 
k  is  no  wonder  t^ng  though  it  be  fo ; 
A  loufy  jogelour  can  deceivcn  thee. 
And  parde  yet  can  I  more  craft  than  he. 

Why,  quod  the  Sompnonr,  ride  ye  than  or  gon 
In  fondry  ihape,  and  not  alwtfy  in  on  ? 

For  we,  quod  he,  wol  us  fwiche  forme  nuke 
As  moft  is  able  our  preye  for  to  take. 

What  maketh  you  to  han  al  this  labour  f 

Fnl  many  a  caufe,  leve  Sire  Sompnour, 
Saide  this  fend.  But  alle  thing  hath  time ; 
The  day  is  ihort,  and  it  is  paSed  prime. 
And  yet  ne  ,wan  I  nothing  in  this  day  ; 
I  wol  entend  to  winning  if  I  may. 
And  not  entend  our  thinges  to  declare ; 
For,  brother  min,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare 
7*0  underftand,  although  I  told  hem  thee. 
But  for  thou  axed  why  labouren  we  ? 
For  fomtime  we  be  Goddcs  inftruments. 
And  mcncs  to  don  his  commandements. 
Whan  that  him  lift,  upon  his  creatures. 
In  dirers  ades  and  in  divers  figures  : 
Withoutcn  him  we  have  no  might  certain. 
If  that  him  lift  to  ftonden  theragain. 
And  fomtime  at  our  praiere  han  we  leve 
Only  the  body  and  not  the  foul  to  greve ; 
Witneffc  on  Job,  whom  that  we  diden  wo. 
And  fomtime  han  we  might  on  bothe  two, 
I'his  is  to  fain,  on  foule  and  body  eke : 
And  fomtime  be  we  fuffered  for  to  feke 
Upon  a  man,  and  don  his  foule  unrefte 
And  not  his  body,  and  all  is  for  the  befte. 
Whan  he  withftandeth  our* temptation 
#t  ts  a  caufe  of  his  ialvation, 
Al  be  it  that  it  was  not  our  entente 
He  Ihuld  be  fauf,  but  that  we  wold  him  hente. 
And  fomtime  be  we  fcrvants  unto  man. 
As  to  the  Archebifhop  Seint  Dunftan, 
And  to  the  apoftle  fervant  eke  was  I. 

Yet  tcU  me,  quod  this  Sompnour,  faithfully. 
Make  ye  you  newe  bodies  this  alway 
Of  elemenU  ?  The  fend  aofwered  Nay. 
Somtime  we  feine,  and  fomtime  we  arife 
With  ded  bodies,  in  ful  fondry  wife. 
And  fpeke  as  renably,  and  faire,  and  wel, 
As  to  the  Phitonefle  did  Samuel ; 
And  yet  wol  fom  men  lay  it  was  not  he : 
I  do  no  force  of  your  divinitoe. 
But  o  thing  wame  I  thee,  I  wol  not  jape. 
Thou  wolt  algates  wete  how  we  be  fhape  : 
Thou  ftialt  hereafterward,  my  brother  dere. 
Come  wher  thee  nedcth  not  of  me  to  lere. 
For  thou  (halt  by  thin  owen  experience 
Conne  in  a  chaiere  rede  of  this  fcntence 
Bet  than  Virgile,  while  he  was  on  live, 
prDaat  aifo*  Now  let  us  ridcn  blive^ 


For  I  wol  holden  compagnie  with  tfaec 
Til  it  be  fo  that  thou  foifake  me. 

Nay,  quod  this  Sompnour,  that  ihal  never  betide^ 
I  am  yenum  knowen  is  ful  wide ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  hold,  as  in  this  cas ; 
For  though  thou  were  the  devil  Sathanas 
My  trouthe  wol  I  hold  to  thee,  my  brother^ 
As  I  have  fwome,  and  eche  of  us  to  other. 
For  to  be  trewe  brethren  in  this  cas. 
And  bothe  we  gon  abouten  our  pourchas. 
Take  thou  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol  thee  ycre. 
And  I  ihal  min,  thus  may  we  both  leve ; 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  more  than  other 
Let  him  be  trewe,  and  part  it  with  his  brother. 

I  graunte,  quod  the  devil,  by  my  fay; 
And  with  that  word  they  riden  forth  her  way. 
And  right  at  entring  of  the  tounes  ende 
To  which  this  Sompnour  ihope  him  for  to  wende, 
Tliey  iaw  a  cart  that  charged  was  with  hay. 
Which  that  a  carter  drove  forth  on  his  way. 
Depe  was  the  way,  for  which  the  catte  ftood ; 
The  carter  iinote,  and  cried  as  he  were  wood, 
Heit  Scot,  hdt  Brok;  what,  fpare  ye  for  the  ftones  ? 
The  fend  (quod  he)  you  fecche  body  apd  bones. 
As  fcrforthly  as  ever  ye  were  foled. 
So  mo<;hcl  wo  as  I  have  with  you  tholed. 
The  devil  have  al,  bothe  hors,  and  cart,  and  hay. 

T)ie  Sompnour  fayde.  Here  ihal  we  have  a  prayc  ; 
And  nere  the  fend  he  drow,  as  nought  ne  were, 
Ful  privcly,  and  rouned  in  his  ere, 
Herkea  my  brother,  hcrkcn,  by  thy  faith ; 
Hereft  thou  not  how  that  the  carter  faith  ? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  nath  yeve  it  thee. 
Both  hay  and  cart,  and  eke  his  caples  three. 

Nay,  quod  the  devil,  God  wot  never  a  del ! 
It  is  not  his  entente,  truft  thou  me  we} : 
Axe  hipi  thyfelf,  if  thou  not  troweft  me. 
Or  eUes  iUnt  a  while  and  thou  ihalt  fee. 

This  carter  thakketh  his  hors  upon  the  croupe. 
And  they  begonne  to  drawen  and  to  ftoupe. 
Heit  now,  quod  he;  ther,  lefu  Crift  you  bleire» 
And  all  hi^  hondes  werk  Dothe  more  and  leife ! 
Tha^  was  wel  twight,  min  owen  Uard  boy, 
I  pray  God  fave  thy  body  and  Seint  £loy. 
Now  is  vny  cart  out  of  the  ilough  parde. 

Lo,  brother,  quod  the  fend,  what  told  I  thee  f 
Here  may  ye  feen,  min  owen  dere  brother. 
The  cherl  fpake  o  thing  but  he  thought  another. 
Let  us  go  forth  abouten  our  viage  ; 
Here  win  1  nothing  upon  this  cariage. 

Whan  that  they  comen  fomwhat  oat  of  toon 
This  Sompnour  to  his  brother  gan  to  roune ; 
Brother,  quod  he,  here  woneth  an  old  rebekke 
That  had  almoft  as  lefe  to  Icfe  hire  nekke 
As  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hire  good. 
I  wol  have  twelf  pens  though  that  fhe  be  wood. 
Or  I  wol  fomone  hire  to  our  office. 
And  yet,  God  wot,  of  hire  know  I  no  vice ; 
But  for  thou  canft  not  as  in  this  contree 
Winnen  thy  coft,  take  here  enfample  of  me. 

This  Sompnour  clappeth  at  the  widcwes  gate  ; 
Come  out,  he  fayd,  thou  oldc  very  tratc ; 
I  trow  thou,  haft  fom  frere  or  preeft  with  thee. 

Who  clappeth  f  laid  this  wif,  ^edidtt  / 
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God  hve  you;  Sire,  \»hat  it  your  fwete  will  ? 

I  have,  quod  he,  of  fomons  here  a  bill : 
Up  peine  of  curling  loke  that  thou  be 
To-morwe  before  the  archedekenes  knee. 
To  anfwere  to  the  court  of  certain  thinges. 

NowLord,  quod  (he,  Chrifl  Jcfu,  King  of  kingcs, 
Sq  wifely  helpe  me  as  I  ne  niay  : 
I  have  been  flke,  and  that  full  many  a  day : 
I  may  not  gor  fo  fer  (quod  (he)  ne  ride 
But  I  be  dcd,  fo  priketh  it  in  my  fide. 
May  I  not  axe  a  LLel,  Sire  Sompnour, 
And  anfwere  ther  by  my  procuratour 
To  fwiche  thipg  as  men  wold  appofen  me  ? 

Yes,  quod  tbia  Sompnour,  pay  anonj  let  I'ee^ 
Twdf  pens  to  me,  and  I  will  thee  acquite  : 
I  (hall  no  profit  ban  therby  but  lite; 
My  mailicr  hath  the  profit  and  not  I. 
Come  of,  and  let  me  riden  hallity  ; 
YcTc  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tarie. 

Twelf  pens !  quod  (he  ;  now  Lady  Seint  Marie 
So  wlily  helpe  me  out  of  care  aud  finne. 
This  wide  world  though  that  I  (huld  it  winne, 
Ke  have  I  Dot  twelf  pens  within  my  hold. 
Ye  knowen  wcl  that  1  am  poure  and  old ; 
Rithe  your  akntffe  upon  me  poure  wretche. 

Kay  than,  quod  he,  the  foule  fend  me  fetche 
If  1  thee  excale,  tiiough  .thou  (huldeft  be  fpilt. 

Alas !  quod  (he,  God  wot  I  have  no  guilt. 

Pay  me,  quod  he,  or  by  the  fwete  Scinte  Anne 
As  I  i«ol  here  away  thy  newe  panne 
For  dctte  which  thou  oweft  me  of  old. 
Whan  that  thou  madeft  thyn  hufbond  cokewold, 
1  paied  at  home  for  thy  corredion. 

lliou  liefl,quod  (he,  by  my  falvation ; 
Ne  was  I  never  or  now,  widew  ne  wif, 
Soapned  unto  your  court  in  all  my  lif, 
Ne  never  I  n'as  but  of  ray  body  trewe. 
Unto  the  devil  rough  and  blake  of  hcwe 
Veve  1  thy  body  and  my  panne  alfo. 

And  whan  the  devil  herd  hire  curfcnf«> 


Upon  hire  knees  he  fayd  in  this  manere  i 

Now  Mabily,  min  moder  dere. 
Is  this  your  wUl  in  eameft  that  ye  fay  ? 

The  devil,  qiiod  (he,  fo  fetche  him  or  he  dey^ 
And  panqe  and  all,  but  he  wol  him  repent* 

Nay,  olde  ftot,  that  is  not  min  entent. 
Quod  this  Sompnour,  for  to  repenten  me 
For  any  thiiig  that  I  hav^  had  of  thee  : 
I  wold  I  had  thy  fmok  and  every  cloth. 

Now  brother,  quod  the  devil,  be  not  wroth  | 
'thy  body  and  this  panne  ben  min  by  right : 
Thou  (halt  with  me  to  hcllc  yet  to-night, 
Wher  thou  (halt  known  of  pur  priveted 
More  than  amaiderofdivinitee. 

And  with  that  word  the  foule  fend  him  hen^ 
Body  and  foule  :  he  with  the  devil  went 
Wher  as  thife  Sompnours  ban  her  heritage  i 
And  God,  thatmiULed  aftdr  his  image 
Mankinde,  fave  and  gide  us  all  and  fome. 
And  lene  tlys  Sompnour  good  man  to  become. 
Lordings,  I  coude  have  told  you  (quod  thisFrere^ 
Had  I  had  leifer  for  this  Sompnour  here, 
After  the  text  of  Crift,  and  Poule,  and  John, 
And  of  oure  other  dolours  many  on, 
Swiche  peines  that  your  hertes  might  agrife, 
Al  be  it  fo  that  no  tonge  may  devife,  - 
Though  that  I  might  a  thouTand  winter  telly' 
The  peines  of  thilke  curfed  hous  of  hell : 
But  for  to  kepe  us  fro  that  curfed  place 
Waketh  and  prayeth  Jcfu  of  his  grace 
So  kepe  us  fro  the  temptour  Sathanas. 
Herkneth  this  word,  beware  as  in  this  cas  | 
The  Itton  fit  in  hi^  awaite  alway 
To  He  the  innocent  if  that  he  may. 
Difpofeth  aye  your  hertes  to  withftond 
The  fend,  that  you  wold  maken  thral  and  bond!  i 
He  may  not  tempten  you  over  your  might. 
For  Crift  wol  be  your  champion  and  your  knight  ; 
And  prayeth  that  this  Sompnpur  him  repent 
Of  his  mifdcdes,  or  that  the  fend  bim  hent* 


Vot.  I. 
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THE  SOMPNOURES  PROLOGUE. 


Inn  Sompnonr  in  his  ftirops  Higii  he  ftood  ; 
tjpoD  this  Frere  his  hetrte  was  fo  wood. 
That  like  an  afpen  lecf  he  quoke  for  ire. 
L<»rdings,  quod  he,  hut  o  thing  I  delirc ; 
1  you  befeche  that  of  your  curtefie. 
Sin  ye  han  herd  this  i&lk  Frere  lie,- 
As  fuflfcreth  me  I-  may  my  tale  telle. 

This  Fren  bofteth  that  he  knoweth  helle^ 
And  God  it  wot  that  is  but  litel  wonder ; 
Freres  and  fendes  ben  but  litel  afonder. 

For  parde  ye  han  often  time  htrd  telle 
How  that  a  frere  ravifhed  was  to  hell6  . 
In  fpirit  ones  by  a  Tifioun, 
And  as  an  angel  lad  him  up  and  doun. 
To  fhew«n  him  the  paine^  that  ther  were, 
In  all  the  place  iaw  he  not  a  frere  : 
Of  other  folk  he  (aw  rnow  in  wo. 

Unto  this  angel  ipoJie  the  frere  tbo ; 
Kow  Sire,  qutfd  he,  han  freres  fwich  a  grace^ 
That  non  of  hem  ihall  comen  in  this  place  I 

Yes,  quod  this  angel,  many  a  miUioun;. 
And  unto  Satbinat  he  lad  him  doun. 


(And  now  hath  Sathanas,  faith  he,  a  uyl 
Broder  than  of  a  carrike  is  the  fayl) 
Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas,  quod  he. 
Shew  forth  thin  crs,  and  let  the  frere  fee 
Wlicr  is  the  ncft  of  freres  in  this  place 
And  ere  than  half  a  furlong  way  of  fpace^ 
Right  fo  as  bees  out  fwarmcn  of  an  hive. 
Out  of  the  dervN  ers  ther  gonnen  drive 
A  twenty  thouiand  freres  on  a  route. 
And  thurghout  hell  they  fwarmed  al  abonte. 
And  com  agen,  as  fail  as  they  may  gon, 
And  in  his  ers  they  crepcn  evcrich  on  : 
He  clapt  his  tayl  again,  and  lay  ful  ftill. 

This  frere,  whan  he  lokcd,  had  his  fill 
Upon  this  turments  of  this  fory  place  ; 
His  fpirit  God  reftored  of  hb  grace 
Into  his  body  agen,  and  he  awoke  ; 
But  nathlefs  for  fere  yet  he  quoke. 
So  was  the  devils  ers  ay  in  his  mind. 
That  i*  his  heretage  of  vcray  kind. 

God  favc  you  aUc  fove  this  curled  Frere  ;, 
My  Prologue  wol  I  end  in  this  mancre. 


THE  SOMPNOURES  TALE* 


LoROiSGs,  there  Is  in  Yorkihire,  as  I  gdk, 
A  merfh  contree  ycalled  Holderne^e^ 
In  which  ther  went  a  limiteor  aboute. 
To  preach  and  eke  to  beg  it  is  no  doubte. 

•  AtiearlncWar  coming  to  a  farmer*!  houfe  who  by 
Bck,  obuineth  of  the  lick  man  a  certain  Irgacy  v^hicf. 
fnuH  be  equally  divided  amon;;  hi<  convent.  A  requital 
to  the  frUr  ihtwlnj?  their  coxoiagc,  loitering,  impudent 
Vggtog,  and  hypocritical  priyi.^g. 


And  fo  befell  that  on  a  day  this  frere 
Had  preached  at  a  chirche  in  his  mancre. 
And  fpeciaily  aboven  every  thing 
Kxcited  he  the  pcple  in  his  prcching 
To  trentals,  and  to  yeve,  for  Goddcs  fake,. 
WherWith  men  mighten  holy  hoiUes  make^ 
Ther  as  divine  fervice  is  honoured. 
Not  ther  as  it  is  wafted  and  devoured^ 


THE  SOM^KOURES  TALE- 


Kc  ther  it  n^^th  not  fcr  to  be  yevcn. 
As  to  polTcffioncrs,  that  mowcn  Icvea 
(Thaokedbe  God)  in  wele  end  abundance. 
I'rentaJt,  fayd  he,  deliveren  fro  penance 
Hir  frendcs  foules  as  well  oW  as  yongc, 
Yc,whan  that  they  ben  haftily  yfongc, 
Kot  for  to  hold  a  preeft  jolif  and  gay. 
He  ungeth  not  but  o  mafle  on  a  day. 
Delivcrcth  out  (quod  he)  anon  the  foules. 
Fui  hard  it  is  with  flcfhhooli:  or  with  oulcs 
To  ben  y  da  wed,  or  to  bren  or  bake. 
Now  fpedc  yon  haftily  for  Cnftes  fake. 

And  whan  this  frere  bad  faid  all  his  entent, 
With  fui  CUM  pairs  fortTi  his  way  he  went. 
"HTian  folk  in  chirchc  had'yeve  him  what  heni  left 
He  went  his  way,  no  Icnger  wold  he  reft. 
With  fcrippc  and  tipped  ftaf,  ytucked  hie, 
In  every  h«us  he  gan  to  pore  and  pri«. 
And  begged  mek  and  chefc,oreUcs'com. 
His  fclaw  had  a  ftoftippcd  with  horn, 
A  pah-  of  tables  all  of  ivory, 
And  a  poimel  ypolifiied  fetifly, 
And  wrote  alway  the  names,  as  he  ftood; 
Of  alle  folk  that  yavc  hem  any  good, 
Aflcaunce  that  he  woulde  for  hem  preye. 
Ycve  us  a  buftiel  whcte,  or  malt  or  reye, 
A  Goddcs  kichel,  or  a  trippe  of  chefe, 
Or  elles  what  you  lift,  we  may  not  chefe  i 
A  Goddes  hali^penny,  or  a  maffe  peny. 
Or  yere  us  of  your  braun,  if  ye  have  any^ 
A  <bgon  of  your  blanket,  leve  D'ame, 
Our  fnfter  dere,  (lo,  here  I  write  your  name) 
Bacon  or  btef,  or  fwichc  thing  as  ye  find. 

A  fturdy  harlot  went  hem  ay  behind. 
That  was  her  hoftes  man,  and  bare  a  fakkcj 
And  what  men  yave  hem  laid  it  on  his  bakke:. 
And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  dore,  anon 
He  planed  srway  the  names  cvcrich  on 
That  he  before  had  written  in  his  tables; 
He  ferred  hem  with  nifies  and  with  fables. 

Nay  thcr  thou  I.'cft,  thou  Sompnour,  quod  the 
Frcre. 
Pees,  quod  our  Hofte,  for  Criftes  moder  dere 
Tell  forth  thy  Tale,  and  fpare  it  hot  at  alL 

So  thrive  I,  quod  this  Sompnour,  fo  I  (hall, 

So  long  he  went  fro  hous  to  hcus  til  he 
Came  to  an  hous  thcr  he  was  wont  to  be 
Rcfreftied  more^in  in  a  hundred  places. 
Sike  lay  the  hnfbond  man  whos  that  the  plftc6 

is; 
Bcdred  upon  a  couchc  low  he  lay. 
Dew  A»V,  quod  he ;  O  Thomas  !  frend,  good  day, 
Sayde  this  frcre  all  cuttifly  and  feft. 
Thomas,  quod  he,  God  yrlde  it  you,  fuI  oft 
Have  I  upon  ^ih  benche  farenful  wele, 
Here  have  I  eten  many  a  mcry  mclc. 
And  fro  the  benche  he  di-ovc  awdy  the  cat, 
And  iaied  adoun  his  potent  and  his  hat, 
And  dee  his  fcrip,  and  (cf  himfelf  adoon  : 
His  felaw  was  y walked  into  toun. 
Forth  with  his  knave,  into  that  hoftelrfc 
Wher  as  he  fhope  him  thilke  night  ti  lie. 

O  dere  maifter !  qood  this  filkc  man, 
How  hat^  yc  faren  un  that  March  began  f 


«; 


I  faw  you  not  this  fonftcnc  night  knd  more;    • 

God  wot,  quod  he,  laboured  have  I  full  icfrCf 
And  fpdcially  for  thy  fulvation 
Have  I  fayd  many  a  precious  oTifon, 
And  fot  our  othch  frendcs  Gqd  heni  blelTe. 
I  have  this  day  ben  at  ^our  chirche  at  mtffe, 
And  faid  1  fcrmon  to  my  fimple  wit. 
Not  all  after  the  text  of  holy  writ  j 
For  it  is  hard  to  you  as  I  fuppofc. 
And  thercfote  wol  I  tcche  you  ay  the  glo(fe# 
GloCng  is  A  fill  glorious  tiling  certain, 
For  letter  fleth,  io  as  wrf  clerkcs  lain  ; 
There  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  clrarltablei 
And  fpend  hir  good  thcr  it  is  rcafortable ; 
And  ther  1  faw  our  dame ;  a  I  wher  is  (he? 

Yonder,  I  tfow  thkt  in  the  yard  ihe  be, 
Sayde  this  man,  and  ftic  wol  come  anon. 

Ey  maifter,  welcome  be  yc  by  Seint  Jchili 
Sayde  this  wif ;  how  fore  yc  hcnily  ? 

This  frerc  arifctb  up  ful  curtiflyj 
And  hire  embrabeth  in  her  armes  nafwe, 
And  kiffeth  hire  fwctc,  and  chirkcth  as  a  fparWd 
With  his  lippes.'  Dame,  qUod  he,  right  wcl, 
As  he  that  is  your  fervant  every  del. 
Thanked  be  God  that  you  yaf  foule  aiid  llf 
Yet  faw  I  not  this  day  fo  faire  a  wif 
In  all  the  chirche,  God  to  fave  me. 

Ye  God  amende  defintes.  Sire;  qQbd  flie, 
Algates  >\elcome  be  ytf,  by  my  f^y. 

Grand  mercy f  Dame,  that  have  I  fOuhd  alwaji 
But  of  your  grete  goodneflc;  be  your  leVe, 
1  wolde  pray  you  that  yc  not  you  grcvc, 
I  woj  with  Thomas  fpeke  a  Htel  tnrow^ 
Thife  curates  ben  Co  negligent  aud  flow 
To  gropen  tenderly  a  confcicnce. 
In  fliriftj  in  prerhing,  is  my  dHigenc^ 
And  ftudy,  in  Peters  wordet  and  in  Poules  j    ' 
I  walke  and  fisflie  Crifteri  mcnnci  foules. 
To  yield  our  Loi'd  Jcfu  his  proprc  rent  j 
To  fpred  his  word  isfct  all  mine  Cntent. 

Now  by  your  faith,  o  dere  Sire  !  quod  fhe^ 
Chidcth  him  v  el  for  Scint^  Charit^e  i 
He  is  ay  angry  as  is  i  pilTertih-e^ 
Though  that  he  have  stll  that  he  cati  defife  : 
Though  !  him  wrie  R-night,  and  make  him  wittH,  ^ 
And  over  him  laf  my  leg  and  ckc  mine  arm, 
He  groneth  as  6nr  bore  Hth  fn  our  ftic  : 
Other  difport  of  him  right  ton  have  1 ; 
1  may  not  pleafe  HiM  in  no  maner  eap. 

O  Thomas,  fVo  'Oot/i  Jif,  Thomas,  Th6itia4  f  " 

This  maketh  tht  fdnd,  this  mufte  ben  aiiichdd<li 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  high  God  hath  defended. 
And  therof  \\6H  fpeke  a  word  or  two. 

Now  maiftef,  quod  the  ifvif,  er  that  I  gd^ 
What  wol  fe  dine  f  I  wol  go  theraboute. 

Now  Dattie,  qtiod  hcjeo  vous  £e  finx  doutt^ 
Have  I  not  'of  a  capon  but  the  HveK 
And  of  your  white  btcd  nat  but  a  mirer, 
And  after  that  a  toftcd  plgges  hcd,  s 

(But  I  nc  wolde  forfne  no  be^ft  were  dkd) 
'\  ban  had  1  with  you  homly  fuffifance } 
1  am  a  hian  of  little  fuft«nance  \ 
My  fpifit  hath  his  fcftring  in  the  Bible  |  n 

My  body  ii  ay  fo  ready  au4  fo  pefiibl^ 


£t 
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To  waken,  that  my  ftomak  is  deftroied. 
i  pray  you,  Dame,  tbht  ye  be  Dought  annoied^ 
Tnough  ffb  frendly  you  my  con^U  fbewe^ 
By  God  I  n*old  hive  told  it  but  a  fewe. 

Now  Sire,  quod  lhe»  but  o  word  er  I  go. 
My  child  h  ded  within  thefc  wekes  two, 
Sone  after  that  ye  went  out  o£  this  toun.^ 

His  deth  (aw  i  by  reyelatioun,. 
Sayde  this  fi'ere,  at  home  in  onr  dortour^ 
1  dare  wel  fain  that  er  than  half  an  hour 
After  his  deth  I  faw  him  borne  to  bliile 
fn  mine  avifion,  fo  God  me  wiffe ; 
So  did  9UT  fextcin  and  our  fcrmercre^ 
That  ban  ben  trewe  frcres  fifty  ycrc*  j 
They  may  now,  God  be  thanked  of  his  lone, 
Maken  hir  jubilee,  and  walke  alone. 
And  np  I  arofe,  and  all  our  covent  eke. 
With  many  a  tere  trilling  on  our  cheke, 
Withouten  noifc,  or  clattering  of  belles,. 
TV  dnm  was  our  fong,  and  nothing  dies, 
Saye  that  to  CriSt  l  bade  an  orilbn, 
Thanldng  him  of  my  revelation. 
For,  Sire  and  Dame,  truileth  mc  right  wet 
Our  orifons  ben  more  eflfe^uel. 
And  more  we  feen  of  CriHes  fecret  thinges^ 
Than  borel  felk»  although  that  they  be  lunges^ 
We  Ifrc  in  poverte  and  in  abftinence, 
And  borol  folk  in  richefle  and  difpence 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  her  foule  dellt  ; 
We  han  this  worldes  luft  all  in  defpit.. 
I^a2ar  and  Dives  lividen  diverfely. 
And  diVers  guerdon  hadden  they  therby.- 
Who  fo  wol  pray,  he  muft  faft  and  be  clene. 
And  fat  his  foulc  and  m^e  his  body  lene. 
We  fare  as  fayth  the  apofUe  ;  cloth  and  food 
Sufficefh  us,  though  they  be  not  ful  good. 
The  clencnefle  and  the  laiHng  of  us  freres 
Maketh  that  Crift  accepteth  our  praieres* 

Lo,  Moifes  forty  dales  and  forty  night 
J^afted  er  that  the  high  God  ful  of  might 
Spake  with  him  in  the  mountagne  of  Stnay  r 
With  empty  wombe  of  fafting  many  a  day 
Received  he  the  lawc  that  was  writcn 
^¥ith  Goddts  finger;  and  Eli,  wel  ye  witen. 
In  Mount  Oreb^er  he  had  any  fpcche 
"With  highe  God,  that  is  our  fives  leche. 
He  failed  long,  and  was  in  contemplance. 

Aaron,  that  had  the  temple  in  governance,. 
And  eke  the  other  preeftes  cverich  on^ 
Into  the  temple  whan  they  (hulden  goa 
To  praien  for  the  peple,  and  do  ferrife. 
They  n'oldcn  drinken  in«no  maner  wife 
Ko  drinke  which  that  nii^ht  hem  dronken  make,. 
But  ther  in  abfUnence  pray  and  wake 
Left  that  they  deiden.  Take  heed  what  I  (ay^- 
But  they  be  fobre  that  for  the  peple  pray — 
Ware  that  I  fay — No  more ;  for  it  fufficeth. 
Our  Lord  Jefu,  as  holy  writ  devifeth, 
Yave  us  enfample  of  fafting  and  praieres ; 
Therfore  we  mcndiants,  yk  fely  freres» 

•  See  Ok  Ctnge,  in  v.  temPeSae.  Pecullsr  honours  and 
IminuiUties  ware«-antedl>y  the  mieorlt.  BcnediA  Co  thofe 
monks  •*  qui  ouloquagmu  snnot  in  ordine  excgemnt. 
**  quo*  saoaro  jublfaeuin  cxecifle  vulgo  didmut.**  It  U 
probable  tbtt  Sm  fimUv  rcgulatioo  obttiacd  in  the  otber 
^d«rf. 


Ben  wedded  to  poverte  and  contlneirce^ 
To  charitee,  humbleflc,  and  abftinence. 
To  persecution  for  rightwifneire. 
To  weping,  mifericordcrand  to  cknenefle; 
And  therfore  may  ye  fee  that  our  praiere* 
(t  fpeke  of  us,,  we  mcndiants,  we  freres) 
Ben  to  the  highe  God  more  acceptable 
Than  youres,  with  your  feftes  at  youi  table. 

Fro  Paiadis  firft,  if  1  fttal  not  Ue^ 
Was  man  outchafed  for  his  glotonie ;. 
And  chaft  was  man  in  Paradis  certain.^ 
But  herkcn  now,  Thomas,,  what  I  Ihal  fiun  ; 
I  have  no  text  of  it  as  1  fiippofe. 
But  I  fhal  find  it  in  a  maner  glofe ; 
That  fpeciaUy  our  fwete  Lord  Jefus 
Spake  this  by  freres  whan  he  faydc  thus» 
Blefled  be  they  that  poure  in  %>irit  ben  ; 
And  fo  forth  all  the  gofpel  may  ye  fen,. 
Whether  it  be  liker  our  profeifion 
Or  hirs  that  fwinunen  in  poffefiion.^ 
Fie  on  hir  pompe,  and  on  hir  glotonie. 
And  on  hir  lewedneffe  I  I  hem  defie. 
Me  thinketh  they  ben  Hke  Joviniac, 
Fat  as  a  whale,  and  walken  as  a  fwan  ; 
Al  vinolent  as  hotel  in  the  fpence ; 
Hir  praier  is  of  ful  gret  reverence  i 
Whan  they  for  foules  fay  the  Pfalm  of  DaviV 
Lo,  buf  they  fay ,C*r  memm  eru&mwt^ 

Who  foloweth  Criiles  gofpel  and  his  lore 
But  we,  that  humble  ben,  and  chaft  and  pore. 
Workers  of  Goddes  word,  not  auditors  f 
Therfore  right  as  an  hauke  upon  a  fours 
Up  fpringeth  into  the  aire,  right  fo  prairet 
Of  charitable  and  chaft  befy  fceres 
Maken  hir  fours  to  Goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas,  Thomas !  fo  mote  I  ride  or  go. 
And  by  that  lord  that  deped  is  Seint  Ive, 
N*ere  thou  our  broder  ihuldeft  thou  not  thrive. 
In  our  chapitre  pray  we  day  and  night 
To  Crift,  that  he  thee  fende  hele  and  might 
Thy  hfAj  for  to  welden  haftily. 

God  wot,  quod  he,  nothing  thereof  fel  L 
As  help  me  Crift,.  as  1  in  fewe  yeres 
Have  fpended  upon  divers  maner  freres 
Ful  many  a  pound,  yet  fare  I  never  the  bet ;. 
Certain  my  good  have  I  almoft  befet« 
Farewel  my  good,  for  it  is  al  ago. 

The  frere  anfwercd,  O  Thomas  I  doft  thott  fo  f 
What  nedcth  you  diverfe  freres  to  feche  T 
What  nedcth  him  that  hath  a  parfit  leche 
To  fechen  other  leches  in  the  toun  I 
Your  inconftance  is  your  confufion. 
Hold  ye  than  me,  or  elles  our  covent. 
To  pray  for  you  ben  iniufficicnt  ? 
Thomas,  that  jape  n'is  not  worth  a  mite  ; 
Your  maladie  is  for  we  han  to  lite. 
A !  yeve  that  covent  half  a  quarter  otes. 
And  yeve  that  covent  fbur-and-twenty  giote^ 
And  yeve  that  frerc  a  peny  and  let  him  go  : 
Nay,  nay,  Thomas,  it  may  no  thing  be  ft>. 
What  is  a  ferthing  worth  parted  on  twelve  ^ 
Lo,  eche  thing  that  is  oncd  in  himfelve 
Is  more  ftrong  than  whan  it  is  yfcatered. 
Thomas,  of  me  thou  ihalt  not  be  yflatcrcd^ 
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Thm  VKtidctt  lian  our  Ubour  al  for  nought, 

l%e  highc  God,  that  all  this  world  hath  wrought, 

&ith  that  the  workman  worthy  is  his  hire. 

Thomas,  nought  of  your  trefor  1  defire 

As  for  myfclf,  but  that  all  our  covcnt 

To  pray  for  you  is  ay  fo  diligent. 

And  for  to  bddcn  Criftes  owcn  chirdic. 

Thomas,  if  ye  wol  lemcn  for  to  wirche. 

Of  bilding  up  of  chirches  may  ye  findc 

If  it  be  goixl  in  Thomas  lif  of  Inde. 

Y«  '^'ggcn  here  fW  of  anger  and  of  ii^ 
With  which  the  <icvil  fet  your  hertcon  fire. 
And  chiden  here  this  holy  innocent^ 
Tour  wif,  that  is  fo  good  and  patient; 
Afld  therfore  trow  me,  Thomas,  if  thee  left, 
'       Ne  ftrive  not  with  thy  wi^  as  for  the  bed. 
-And  bcre  this  word  away  now  by  thy  faith. 
Touching  fwicfae  thing,  lo,  what  the  wife  laith  : 

Within  thy  hous  ne  be  thou  no  leon, 
To  thy  fuggets  do  non  oppreffion, 
Ke  make  thou  not  thin  acquaintance  to  flee. 
And  yet,  Thomas,  eftfones  charge  i  thee, 
Beware  from  ire  that  in  thy  bofom  flepeth^ 
Ware  fro  the  ferpent  that  fo  flily  crcpedi 
Voder  the  gras,  and  ftingeth  fubtilly ; 
Beware,  my  fone,  and  herken  patiently. 
That  twenty  thouiand  men  hain  loft  hir  liTes 
For  ftriving  with  hir  lenmians  and  her  wives. 
Now  fith  ye  han  fo  holy  and  meek  a  wif. 
What  nedeth  you,  Thomas,  to  maken  ftrif  ? 
Ther  n'is  ywis  no  ferpent  fo  cruel. 
Whan  man  tredcth  on  his  tail,  ne  half  fo  fel, 
^     As  woman  h  whan  (he  hath  caught  an  ire ; 
Vcray  vengeance  is  than  aH  hire  deftre. 

Ire  is  a  finne  on  of  the  grete  feven, 
Abbominable  unto  the  God  of  heven. 
And  to  himfelf  it  is  deftmdion : 
This  every  lewcd  vicar  and  perfon 
Can  hj  how  ire  engendreth  homicide  : 
Ire  is  10  foth  executour  of  pride. 

I  coud  of  ire  fay  fo  mochel  forwe 
My  Tale  fliulde  laften  til  t6-morwe  ; 
And  therfore  pray  I  God  both  day  and  night 
An  irous  man  God  fend  him  Utel  might* 
It  is  gret  harm,  and  certes  gret  pitee. 
To  fette  an  irous  man  in  hi^  degree. 
Whilom  ther  was  an  irous  poteftat. 
As  laith  Senek,  that  during  his  eftat 
Upon  a  day  outriden  knightes  two ; 
'   And,  as  Fortune  woM  that  it  were  fo. 
That  on  of  hem  came  home,  that  other  nought. 
Anon  the  knight  before  the  judge  is  brought. 
That  iaide  thus ;  Thou  haft  thy  felaw  flain. 
For  which  1  dcme  thee  to  the  deth  certain. 
And  (o  another  knight  commanded  he, 
Oo,ledc  him  to  the  deth,  I  charge  thee* 
And  happed  as  they  wenten  by  the  wey 
Toward  the  place  ther  as  he  ihulde  dey. 
The  knight  came  which  men  wenden  had  be  ded ; 
Thanthottghten  they  it  was  the  befte  rede 
To  kde  hem  both  to  the  juge  again. 
They  iaiden.  Lord,  the  knight  ne  hath  not  flain 
>ii»  felaw,  hire  he  ftondeth  hoi  alive. 
Ye  IbaU  be  ded,  quo4  he,  fo  mot  1  thrive, 


That  is  to  fay,  both  on,  and  two,  and  three. 
And  to  the  firfte  knight  right  thus  foake  he. 
I  damned  thee,  thou  muft  algate  be  ded ; 
And  thou  alio  muft  ncdes  lefe  thyn  hed. 
For  thou  art  caufe  why  thy  felaw  deycth; 
And  to  the  thridde  knight  right  thus  he  fcyeth. 
Thou  haft  not  dou  that  I  commanded  thee. 
And  thus  he  did  do  flen  hem  alle  three. 

Irous  Cambifes  was  eke  dronkelew^ 
And  ay  delighted  him  to  ben  a  flirew  i 
And  fo  befell  a  lord  of  his  meinie. 
That  loved  vertuous  moralitee, 
Sayd  on -a  day  betwix  hem  twoj-ight  thus; 
A  lord  is  loft  if  he  be  vicious; 
And  dronkenneflie  is  eke  a  Ibule  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  of  a  lord. 
Ther  is  ful  many  an  eye  and  many  an  ere 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  n'ot  whcr. 
For  Goddes  love  drink  more  attemprely  : 
Win  maketh  man  to  Icfcn  wretchedly 
His  mind,  and  eke  his  Knmies  everich  on. 
The  revers  flialt  thou  fee,  quod  he,  anon. 
And  preve  it  by  thyn  owen  experience 
Than  win  ne  dotih  to  folk  no  iWiche  olfencc 
Ther  is  no  win  bereveth  me  my  might 
Of  bond,  ne  foot,  ne  of  myn  eyen  fight. 
And  for  defpit  he  dranke  mochel  more 
An  hundred  part  than  he  had  don  befsre. 
And  right  anun  this  curfed  irous  wretche 
This  knightes  fone  let  before  him  fetche, 
Commanding  him  he  fliuld  'before  him  ftond; 
And  fodenly  he  took  his  bow  in  hqm!^ 
And  up  the  ftring  he  pulled  to  his  ere. 
And  with  an  arwe  he  flow  die  cliild  right  ther. 

Now  whether  have  I  a  fiker  bond  or  non  i 
Quod  he ;  is  al  my  might  and  mind  agon  ? 
Hath  win  bereved  me  min  eyen  fight  ? 

What  fliuld  I  tell  the  anfwcr  of  thedknight  i 
His  fon  was  flain,  ther  is  no  more  to  (ay. 
Beth  ware  therfore  with  lordes  for  to  play, 
Singeth  Placebo,  and  I  flial  if  I  can. 
But  if  it  be  unto  a  poure  man  : 
To  a  poure  man  men  fliuid  his  vices  telle. 
But  not  to  a  lord,  though  he  fliuld  go  to  hellc 

Lo,  irous  Cirus,  thilkc  Pcrficn, 
How  he  deftroyed  the  river  of  Gifen, 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreint  therin. 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babijon  to  win  : 
He  made  that  the  river  was  fo  final. 
That  wimmen  might  it  waden  over  al. 
Lo,  what  faid  he,  that  fi>  wel  techen  can  f 
Ne  be  no  felaw  to  non  irous  man, 
Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  bv  the  way. 
Left  thee  repent ;  J  wol  no  former  fay. 

Now  Thomas,  leve  brother,  Icve  thin  irC| 
Thou  flialt  me  find  as  juft  as  is  a  fquire  : 
Hold  not  the  devils  knif  ay  to  thin  hertc. 
Thin  anger  doth  thee  all  to  fore  finerte ; 
But  fliew  to  me  all  thy  confeflion. 

Nay,  quod  die  fick  man,  by  Seint  Simoa 
I  have  ben  fliriven  this  day  of  my  curat; 
I  have  him  told  al  holly  min  eftat. 
Nedeth  no  mo  to  fpeke  of  it,  fayth  he« 
But  if  mc  lift  of  mia  himiilitee, 
£  iij 


t9 


f^ 


THE   SOMPNOURES  TALE*' 


Ycvc  mc.than  of  thy  gold  to  make  our  cloiftre, 
Quod  he,  for  many  a  mufcle  and  many  an  oiilrc, 
Whan  other  men  han  ben  ful  wel  at  efc, 
Hath  ben  our  foo^d,  pur  cloiftre  for  to  rcfe ; 
And  yet,  God  wot,  pnncth  the  funddinent 
ParCourmed  i»,  n?  of  our  pavement 
Wis  not  a  tile  yet  within  our  wonc«  ; 
By  God  we  owen  fourty  pound  for  flones. 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwcd  hclle, 
For  clles  mote  we  our  hokcs  fcllc. 
And  It  ye  lack  our  predication. 
Than  goth  this  world  all  to  dc{lru(5lion  ; 
For  who  fo  ffQ  this  world  wold  us  b'.  rove, 
So  God  rat  fave,  Thomas,  oy  your  Icve 
tJJ  wold  bcrcye  out  of  tjii^  world  the  fonne ; 
For  who  can  tcchc  and  wo:  ken  as  we  conne  ? 
And  that  is  not  of  litel  time  (quod  he) 
But  fithcn  EHc  was>  and  Elifcc 
Jdan  frcres  ben,  that  find  I  of  record, 
In  charitec,  ythonkcd  be  our  J  ord. 
Now  Thom;i8,  help  for  Ijcintc  Charitce. 

And  dbun  ;inon  Jie  fette  him  on  his  knee. 

1  his  Cke  man  woxc  )\'cl  neigh  wood  for  ire  } 
He  ^  olde  that  the  frcre  had  ben  a-fire 
With  his  falfc  diffimulation. 

Swichc  thing  as  is  in  my  pofleflion. 
Quod  he,  that  may  I  yevc  you,  and  non  other. 
Yc  fain  me  thus,  how  that  }  am  your  brother. 
Ye  certefi,  quod  thi?  frerc,  yc  trulK-th  wel ; 
I  took  our  dame  the  letter  of  our  fele. 

Nojv  we  J,  QUod  he,  and  fomwhat  (hal  I  ycvc 
Unto  your  holy  covcnt  while  I  live  j 
And  IB  thin  bond  (hou  {halt  it  have  anon. 
On  this  condition,  And  other  non. 
That  thou  depart  it  Co,  ray  derc  brother. 
That  cv^ry  /"rere  have  as  moche  us  other  ; 
This  (halt  thou  fwcrc  on  thy  profeiHon 
Witl^uten  fraud  or  cavilation. 

I  fwerc  It,  quod  the  frcrc,  upon  my  fulth  j 
And  ther\vithal  hishond.in  liis  I;c  layth. 
Lo  here  my  faith ;  in  mc  flial  be  po  lak. 

Than  put  thin  hcnd  adoun  right  by  my  bak, 
^aidc  i\iU  man,  and  grope  wel  behind 
Bc'ncthp  my  buttok,ther  thou  Ihalte  fiqd 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privetcc. 
A!  thought  this  frcre,  that  Ihal  g')  with  me; 
And  doun.his  bond  he  launchcth  to  the  clifte. 
In  hope  fdr  to  finden  thcr  a  fjifte. 

And  whan  this  fjke  man  felt  this  frcre 
Aboulhistow<?l  j^rrpcn  ther  .4id  here. 
Amid  hi^  bond  he  let  the  frcre  a  fart : 
Ther  n'is  no  capcl  drawing  in  a  cart 
That  might  h^yi  let  a  fart  of  fwiche  a  fcun. 

The  frcre  up  ftcrte  as  doti>  a  wood  Icoun  : 
A  !  falfe  chcrl,  quod  he,  for  Go<f.dcs  bones, 
This  halft  thou  in  d-fpit  don  for  the  nones : 
Thou  (halt  able  this  fart  if  that  I  m;\y.' 

His  mcinle,  which  that  herdcn  tliis  affray, 
Came  Icping  in,  apd  chafed  out  the  frerc,    ' 
And  forth  be  goth  with  a  ful  angry  chere, 
An^  fet  hisfclaw  ther  as  lay  his  ftore  : 
He  1  kcd  zi  It  WtTC  a  wildc  bore, 
Xiid  printe  with  his  tteth,  fo  was  he  wroth. 
A  fturdy  pas  doun  to  tlie  court  he  goth, 


^\^^cr  as  ther  woncd  z  man  of  grct  honovr^ 
To  whom  that  he  was  alway  confefibur  : 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village^ 
This  frerc  came,  as  he  were  in  a  rage. 
Whcr  as  this  lord  fat  eting  at  his  bord  : 
Unnethes  mfght  the  frcre  fpcLe  a  word, 
Til  atte  laftc  he  faide,  God  you  fee  ! 

This  lord  gan  lokc,  and  laid,  BeoedJcrU  ! 
What  ?  Frere  John,  what  maner  world  is  this  ? 
I  fee  wel  that  lorn  thini^  ther  is  amis ; 
Ye  lokcn  as  the  wood  were  ful  of  thevcs. 
Sit  doun  anon,  and  tell  me  what  your  grcve  is. 
And  it  flial  ben  amended  if  I  may. 

I  have,  quod  he,  had  a  dcfpit  to, day, 
God  yelde  you,  adoun  iu  your  village, 
That  in  this  world  ther  n'is  fo  poure  a  page, 
That  he  n'olde  have  abhominatioun 
Of  that  I  have  received  in  youre  toun  ; 
And  yet  negrcveth  mc  notlAing  fo  fore 
As  that  the  olde  cherl  with  Jokkcs  l>orc 
Blafphenicd  hath  oure  holy  coventeke. 

Now  m^fter,  quod  this  lord,  I  you  bcfckc. 

No  maifttr.  Sire,  qucd  he,  but  fervitour, 
Thoujfh  I  have  had  iu  fccle  that  honour. 
God  liketti  not  that  man  us  Rabi  call 
Neither  in  market  ne  in  your  large  hall. 

No  force,  quod  he,  but  tell  me  all  your  grefe. 

Sire, quod  this  frcre,  an  odious  mifcheic 
This  day  betid  is  to  min  ordrc  and  mc, 
Andfo^^r  coftfqucnt  toeche  degree 
Of  holy  chirche,  God  amende  it  fone. 

Sire,  quod  the  lord,  yc  wot  v/hat  is  to  don  : 
Diftcmpre  you  cot,  ye  ben  my  confelTour ; 
Ye  ben  ihc  fait  of  tlie  erthc  and  the  favour  : 
For  Goddes  love  your  patience  now  hold ; 
Telle  mc  your  grcfe.     And  he  anon  h*m  told 
As  yc  han  herd  before,  ye  wot  wel  what. 

The  kdy  of  the  hous  ay  (1111  e  fat 
Til  fhc  h.ad  heroe  what  the  frcre  feid. 

Ey, Goddes  n;odcr,quod  fhc,  blinful maid! 
Is  thcr  ought  cJles  ?  tell  me  faithfully. 
Madame,  quod  he,  \io\f  thinketh  you  thcrby  ? 
How  that  mc  thinketh  ?  quod  flic  i  fo  God  mc  fpcdc, 
I  fay  a  cherle  had  don  a  cherles  dcdc. 
What  (huld  I  fay?  God  let  him  never  the  ; 
His  fikc  bed  is  ful  of  vanitee  : 
I  hold  him  in  a  maner  frenefie. 

Madame,  quod  he,  by  God  I  (hal  not  lie. 
But  I  in  other  wife  may  bcr  awrvkc  ; 
I  ftial  dj/famc  him  over  all  tl»cr  I  fpcke ; 
This  fcllc  blafphcmGur,that  charged  mc 
To  parten  that  wol  not  departed  be 
To  every  man  ylikc,  with  mcfchancc. 

The  lord  fat  t'i\\t  as  he  wore  in  a  trance. 
And  in  liis  hcrtc  he  rolled  up  and  doun 
How  had  tliis  cherl  ima^inatioun 
I  o  Ihewen  fwiche  a  probKmc  to  the  frerc. 
Never  crft  or  now  nc  herd  I  fwiche  matcie  ; 
I  trow  the  devil  put  it  in  his  mind. 
In  all  arfmetrikc  fhal  ther  no  man  find 
B»fcrn  this  day  of  fwidie  a  qucftion. 
Who  Ihulde  make  a  demcnftration 
That  every  man  Ihuld  han  ylikc  hispar^ 
As  of  a  foun  or  layour  of  a  fart  \      '    " 
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On  kc  -proude  AerV.  I  ihrewe  his  face. 

Lo,  Sires,  quod  the  lord,  with  harde  grace, 
Who  ever  herd  of  fwiche  a  thing  or  now  ? 
To  every  man  ylike !  tell  me  how. 
It  is  an  impoflible,  it  may  not  be  : 
£y,  nice  cherl !  God  let  him  never  the. 
The  rombling  of  a  fart,  and  every  foun, 
N'i»  bat  of  aire  rcverberatioun, 
And  ever  it  wafteth  lite  and  lite  away ; 
Ther  ji*is  no  man  can  dcmen,  by  my  fay, 
If  that  it  were  departed  equally. 
What  I  lo  my  cherl,  U  yet  how  (hrewedly 
Ucto  ray  confcffDur  to-day  he  fpake  1 
I  hold  him  certain  a  demoniake. 
Now  ete  your  mete,  and  let  the  cherl  go  pbyr 
Let  him  go  hongc  himfeif.a  devil  way. 

Now  iU>od  the  lordes  fqoier  atte  bord 
That  carf  his  mete,  and  herde  word  by  word 
Of  ail  this  thing  of  which  I  have  you  fayd. 

My  JLord,  quod  he,  be  ye  not  evil  apaid ; 
I  covde  telle  fpr  a  goune«cloth 
To  you.  Sire  Frere,  fo  that  ye  be  not  wroth. 
How  that  this  fart  ihuld  even  ydeled  be 
Afflonge  your  covent,  if  it  liked  thee. 

TcU,  ^od  the  lord,  and  thou  (halt  have  anoo 
A  goone-cloth,  by  God  and  by  Seint  John. 

My  Lord,  quod  he,  whan  that  the  weder  is 
Witliouten  wiade  or  pertourbing  of  aire,  (fairc. 
Let  bring  a  cart-whck  here  into  this  hall. 
But  loke  that  it  have  his  fpokes  all ; 
Twclf  fpokes  hath  a  cart-whele  communly ; 
And  briog^  me  than  twelf  freres,  wcte  ye  why  ? 
For  threttepe  is  a  covent  as  1  gefle : 
Four  coofdroor  here  for  his  worthiziefle 


Shal  parfourme  up  the  ndumbre  of  his  covent* 

Than  ihull  they  knele  adoun  by  on  aifent. 

And  to  every  fpokes  end  in  this  manere 

Ful  fadly  lay  his  nofe  ihal  a  frcre  ; 

Your  noble  confeflbur,  ther  God  him  fave, 

Shal  hold  his  nofe  upright  under  the  nave. 

Than  (hal  this  cherl,  with  bely  ftif  and  toughc 

As  any  tabour,  hider  ben  ybrought ; 

And  fet  him  on  the  whele  right  of  this  cart 

Upon  the*nave«  and  make  him  let  a  fart. 

And  ye  ihull  feen,  up  peril  of  my  lif^ 

By  veray  prcef  that  is  demonftratif. 

That  equsdly  the  foun  of  it  wol  wende. 

And  eke  the  ftinke,  unto  the  fpoke^  ende. 

Save  that  this  worthy  man,  your  confefTouTi 

(BecauTe  he  is  a  man  of  gret  honour) 

Shal  han  the  firfte  fruit,  as  refon  is. 

The  noble  ufage  of  fceres  yet  it  is 

The  worthy  men  of  hem  fhul  firft  be  ferved|  I 

And  certainly  he  hath  it  wel  deferved ; 

He  "hath  to-day  taught  us  fo  mochel  good. 

With  preching  in  the  pulpit  ther  he  Sood^ 

That  I  may  voucheiaf,  I  iay  for  me. 

He  hadde  the  firlle  fmel  of  fartes  three. 

And  fo  wold  all  his  brethren  hardely. 

He  bereth  him  fo  faire  and  holyly. 

The  lokd,  the  lady«  and  eche  man,  (aye  thei 
Sayden  that  Jankin  fpake  in  this  matere       [frere« 
As  wd  as  Euclide  or  elles  Ptholomee. 
Touching  the  cherl  they  faydan,  SubtUtee 
And  highe  wit  made  him  fpeken  as  he  fpake ; 
He  n*b  no  fool  ne  no  demoniake. 
And  Jankin  hath  ywonne  a  new  goune. 
My  Tale  is  don ;  we  ben  almoin  at  tooaC) 
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Sill  Clerk  of  Oxenforde,  our  floftc  faid, 

Ye  ride  as  ftille  and  coy  as' doth  a  maid 

Were  ncwc  fpoufcd,  fitting  at  the  bord ; 

*rhis  day  ne  herd  1  of  your  tongc  a  word. 

I  trow  ye  ftudic  abouten  fom  fophime ; 

But  Salomon  faith  that  every  thing  hath  time. 

F^r  Goddes  fake  as  beth  of  better  chcrc, 

It  is  no  time  for  to  ftudeia  here. 

Tell  us  fom  ihery  Talc  by  your  fay; 

For  what  man  that  is  entred  in  a  play 

He  nedes  moft  unto  the  play  alTcnt. 

h^t  precheth  not,  as  frcrcs  don  in  Lent, 

To  piake  us  for  our  olde  finncs  wepe, 
Ve  that  thy  Talc  make  us  not  to  flepe. 

Tell  ]i^  fom  mery  thing  of  avcntures ; 
Your  termes,  your  colourcs,  and  your  figuret. 
Kcpe  hem  in  ftorc  til  fo  be  yc  enditc 
Hie  ftilc,  vfi  whan  that  men  to  kinges  write. 
Speketh  fo  plain  at  this  time,  I  you  pray, 
That  we  iray  undcrftondcn  what  ye  fay. 

This  worthy  Clerk  bcnigncly  anfwerde ; 
Hofte,  quod  he,* I  am  under  your  yerdc. 
Ye  hav^of  us  now  the  governance, 
And  therefore  woldc  I  do  you  obcylancc, 
As  fcr  as  refon  aiketh  hardely  : 
I  wol  you  tell  a  Talc  which  that  I 
Lomed  at  Padowe  of  a  worthy  clerk. 
As  prcved  by  his  wordcs  atid  his  wcrk  ; 
He  is  now  ded  and  nailed  in  his  chefte, 
I  pray  to  God  fo  ycvc  his  foulc  rcftc. 


Fraunceis  Petrark,  the  Lanreat  poete, 
Highte  this  clerk,  whos  rethorike  fwete 
Enlumined  all  ItaiUe  of  poctrie. 
As  Lynyan  §  did  of  philofophic 
Or  law,  or  other  art  particulere ; 
But  Deth  that  wol  not  fufire  utdweUcn  here. 
But  as  it  were  a  twinkling  of  an  eye. 
Hem  both  hath  flaine,  and  alle  we  (hul  dye. 

But  forth  to  tellen  of  this  worthy  man 
That  taughte  me  this  Tale  as  1  began, 
I  fay  that  firft  he  with  highe  flile  enditeth 
(Or  he  the  body  of  his  fSe  writcth) 
A  proheme,  in  the  which  defcriveth  he 
Picmont,  and  of  Saluccs  the  contree. 
And  fpckcth  of  Apcnnin  the  hillcs  hie, 
That  ben  the  boundes  of  weft  Lumbardie, 
And  of  Mount  Vefulus  in  fpccial, 
Whcr  as  the  Poo  out  of  a  wellc  fmal 
Taketh  his  firftc  fpringing  and  his  fours, 
That  eft  ward  ay  encr^eth  in  his  cours 
To  Emclie  ward,  to  Ferarc  and  Vcnife, 
The  which  a  longe-thing  were  to  dcvifc; 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  jugement. 
Me  thinkcth  it  a  thing  impertinent, 
Save  that  he  wol,  convcycn  his  matere  : 
But  this  is  the  Talc  which  that  ye  mow  here. 


\  Or  linian.  The  perfon  mexnt  was  an  eminent  lawtcil 
and  tnadc  a  jrcst  opilc  (at  we  f.;y)  in  his  lirac,  ^ 
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Tm  is  right  at  the  weft  fide  of  Itaille, 

Doun  at  the  rote  of  Vcfulns  the  cold, 

A  Infky  plain  habundant  of  Yitaille, 

Ther  many  a  toun  and  toiir  thou  maift  behold. 

That  founded  were  in  time  of  fathers  old. 

And  many  another  delitable  fightc, 

Aod  Sahices  this  noble  contree  highte. 

A  markis  whilom  lord  ¥ras  of  that  lond, 
A»  were  his  worthy  elders  him  before, 
Aodobeyfant,  ay  redy  to  his  bond, 
Wert  all  his  lieges  both  lefle  and  more  : 
Tho  in  delit  he  li-veth,  and  hath  don  yore. 
Beloved  and  drad,  thargh  favour  of  Fortune, 
Both  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  commune. 

Thcrwxth  he  was,  to  4  elcen  of  linage, 
The  gentilcil  ybome  of  Ltmibardie, 
A  fiircperfon,  and  ftrong,  and  yong  of  age. 
And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curtefie; 
Pifcret  ynough,  his  contree  for  to  gie, 
Svd'm  fome  thingcs  that  he  was  to  blame, 
And  Wakcr  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  tlsat  he  confidered  nought 
In  time  ccnning  what  might  him  betide, 
3ttt  on  his  luft  prcfent  was  all  his  thought. 
And  for  to  hauke  and  hunt  on  every  fide ; 
Wei  neigh  all  other  cures  let  he  Aide  ; 
And  ckc  he  nolM  (and  that  was  worfl  of  all) 
Wcddep  no  wif  for  ought  that  might  befall. 

Only  that  point  his  peple  bare  fo  fore 
That  flockmel  on  a  day  to  him  they  went. 
And  on  of  hem,  that  wifeft  was  of  lore, 
(Or  elles  that  the  lord  wold  bell  alTcnt 
That  he  Ihold  tell  hem  what  the  peple  ment. 
Or  diet  could  he  wel  Ihcw  fwiche  materc^ 
He  to  the  markis  faid  as  ye  (hull  here. 

0  noble  Markis,  your  humanitee 
Afureth  us  and  yreth  us  hardinefle, 
As  oft  as  time  is  of  neceifitee 
That  we  to  yon  mow  tell  our  hevineffe ; 
Acocpteth,  Lord,  than  of  your  gentiUeffe 
That  we  with  pitious  herte  unto  you  plaine. 
And  let  your  eres  nat  my  vois  difdaine. 

Alhave  I  not  to  don  in  this  matere 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  this  pbce. 
Yet  for  as  moch  as  ye,  my  Lord  fo  dcre, 
Han  alway  (hewed  me  favour  and  grace, 
'  dare  the  better  alke  of  you  a  fpacc 
Of  audience  to  Ihcwen  our  requcft, 
Aid  ye,  my  Lord,  to  don  right  as  vou  left. 


I     For  certes.  Lord,  fo  wel  us  liketh  you 
And  all  your  werke,  and  ever  hath  don,  that  we 
Ne  coi«!en  not  ourfelf  devifen  how 
We  mighten  live  in  more  felicitee, 
Save  o  thing,  Lord,  if  it  your  wille  be 
That  for  to  be  a  wedded  man  you  left 
Than  were  your  peple  in  foverain  hertes  reft. 

Boweth  your  nekke  under  the  blilsful  yok 
Of  foveraintee;  and  not  of  fervife. 
Which  that  men  depen  Spoufaile  or  Wedlok  : 
And  thinkcth.  Lord,  among  your  thoghtes  wife. 
How  that  our  days  paffe  in  fondry  wife ; 
For  though  we  ilepe,  or  wake,  or  romc,  or  ride, 
Ay  fleth  the  time,  it  wolno  man  abide. 

And  though  your  grcne  youthe  floure  as  yet. 
In  crepeth  age  alway  as  ftiil  as  fton. 
And  deth  manafeth  every  age,  and  fmit 
In  eche  eftat,  for  ther  efcapeth  non  : 
And  al  fo  certain  as  we  knowe  eche  on 
That  we  fhul  die,  as  uncertain  we  all 
Ben  of  that  day  whan  deth  ihal  on  us  fall. 
Acccpteth  than  of  us  the  trewe  entent. 
That  never  yet  refufeden  your  heft. 
And  we  wol.  Lord,  if  that  you  wol  afTent, 
Chefe  you  a  wife  in  fliort  time  at  the  mcft 
Borne  of  the  gentilleft  and  of  the  heft 
Of  all  this  lond,  fo  that  it  oughte  feme 
Honour  to  God  and  you  as  we  can  deme. 

Deliver  us  out  of  all  this  bcfy  drede. 
And  take  a  wif  for  highe  Goddes  fake  ; 
For  if  it  fo  befell,  as  God  forbede. 
That  thurgh  your  deth  your  linage  fbulde  flakc^ 
And  that  a  ftrange  fucceftbur  fliuld  take 
Your  heriuge,  o  !  wo  wWe  us  on  live ; 
Whcrforc  we  pray  you  haftily  to  wive. 

Hir  meke  praiere  and  hir  pitous  chere 
Made  the  markis  for  to  ban  pitce. 
Ye  wol,  quod  he,  min  owen  peple  dere. 
To  that  I  never  er  thought  conftrainen  me : 
I  me  rejoyced  of  my  libertee. 
That  felden  time  is  found  in  mariage  ; 
Ther  I  was  free  I  mofte  ben  in  fervage. 
But  natheles  I  fee  your  trewe  entent. 
And  truft  upon  your  wit,  and  have  don  ay  ; 
Whcrfore  of  my  free  will  I  wol  afTent 
To  wcdden  me  as  fone  as  ever  I  may  : 
But  ther  as  ye  ban  profred  me  to-day 
To  chcfen  we  a  wif,  I  you  relefe 
Thi,t  Qholif  and  pray  you  of  that  frofer  ceie« 
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for  God  It  wot  iliat  children  often  ben 
Unlike  hir  worthy  eldrcs  hem  before  : 
Bountee  coxneth  al  of  God,  not  of  the  ftrcn 
Of  which  they  ben  ygcndred  and  yborc : 
I  tnift  in  GoddeB  bountee,  and  therfore 
My  mariage,  and  min  eftat  and  reft, 
1  him  betake ;  he  may  don  as  him  left. 

Let  me  alone  in  chefing  of  my  wif ; 
That  enlarge  upon  my  bak  I  wol  endure : 
But  I  you  pray  and  charge  upon  your  lif 
^  That  what  wif  that  I  take  ye  me  aflure 
To  worihip  hire,  while  that  hire  lif  may  dure. 
In  word  and  werk  both  here  and  elles  where. 
As  (he  an  emperourcs  doughter  were. 

And  forthcrmore  this  fliuln  yc  fwere,  that  yc 
Again  my  chois  fiial  n^ver  grutch  nc  ftrivc ; 
For  iith  I  flial  forgo  my  libcrtcc 
At  your  requcft,  as  ever  mote  I  thrive        , 
Thcr  as  min  hcrtc  is  fct  thcr  wol  I  wive  : 
And  but  ye  wol  alTent  in  fwichc  mancre 
I  pray  you  fpeke  no  more  of  this  materc. 

With  hertly  will  they  fwcren  and  afTenten 
To  all  this  thing,  ther  faide  not  o  wight  nay, 
Bcfeching  him  of  grace,  or  that  they  wenten. 
That  he  wold  granten  hem  a  certain  day 
Of  his  fpouTaale  as  fone  as  ever  he  may. 
For  yet  alway  the  peple  fomewhat  drcd 
Left  that  this  marlus  wolde  no  wif  wed. 

He  granted  hem  a  day,  fwiche  as  him  leA, 
On  which  he' wold  be  wedded  fikerly. 
And  iaid  he  did  all  this  at  hir  rcqueft ; 
And  they  with  humble  herte  fulbuxumly, 
Kneling  upon  hhr  knees  ful  reverently. 
Him  thonken  all :  and  thus  they  ban  an  end 
Of  hir  entente,  and  home  agen  they  wend. 

And  hereupon  he  to  his  officeres 
Commandeth  for  the  fefte  to  purvay. 
And  to  his  privec  knightes  and  fquieres 
Swiche  charge  he  yave  as  hem  lift  on  hem  lay, 
And  they  to  his  commandement  obey. 
And  eehe  of  hem  doth  all  his  dilige&cc 
To  do  unto  die  fefte  al  reverence. 

Pars  Jccunda, 

•Nought  fer  fro  thilkc  paleis  honourable, 
Wher  as  this  markis  ftiopc  his  manage. 
The/"  ftood  a  thorpc,  of  hghte  delitable. 
In  which  that  poure  folk  of  that  village 
Tiadden  hir  beftes  and  hir  herbergage. 
And  of  hir  Ubour  toke  hir  fuftenance. 
After  that  the  erthe  yave  hem  habundance. 

Among  this  pourc  folk  ther  dwelt  a  man 
Which  that  was  holden  poureft  of  hem  all, 
But  higbe  God  fomtime  icnden  can 
His  grace  unto  a  litel  pxes  ftall ; 
Janicola  men  of  that  thorpe  him  call : 
A  doughter  had  he,  faire  ynough  to  light. 
And  Grifildis  this  yonge  maiden  bight. 

But  fpr  to  fpeke  of  vertuous  beautee. 
Than  was  (he  on  the  faireft  under  fonnc. 
Ful  pourely  yfoftred  up  was  flic ; 
No  likerous  luft  wa<  in  hire  herte  yronne  : 
Wcl  ofter  of  the  well  than  of  the  tonne 
She  dnMike ;  and  ibr  flic  ivolde  vertue  plefe 
6hc  knew  wel  labour  but  non  idcl  efe. 


But  though  this  mayden  tendre  were  of  age. 
Yet  in  the  breft  of  hire  virginitee 
Ther  was  enclofed  fad  and  ripe  corage. 
And  in  gret  reverence  and  chatitee 
Hire  oldc  poure  fader  foftred  (he  : 
A  few  ftieep  fpinding  on  the  feld  flie  kept ; 
She  wolde  not  ben  idiel  til  (he  flept. 

And  whan  ihc  homward  came  ftie  wolde  bric^ 
Wortes  and  other  herbes  times  oft. 
The  which  Ihe  flired  and  fethe  for  hire  living. 
And  made  hire  bed  ful  hard  and  nothing  Soft  ; 
And  ay  flic  kept  hire  fa^v"**  1*^  o°  ^^^ 
With  every  obcifance  and  diligence 
That  child  may  don  to  fadrcs  reverence. 

Upon  Grifilde,  this  poure  creature, 
Ful  often  iithe  this  markis  fette  his  eye. 
As  he  on  hunting  rode  paravcnture ; 
And  whan  it  fell  that  he  might  hire  efpie. 
He  not  with  wanton  loking  of  folic 
His  eyen  caft  on  hire,  but  in  fad  wife 
Upon  hire  chere  he  wold  him  oft  tvifc ; 

Commending  in  his  herte  hire  womanhedc. 
And  eke  hire  vertue,  palling  any  wight 
Of  fo  yong  a^e  as  wel  in  chere  as  dede  : 
For  though  the  peple  have  no  gret  in  light 
In  vertue,  he  confidered  ful  right 
Hire  bountee,  and  diipofed  that  he  wold 
Wcdde  hire  only  if  ever  he  weddcn  fliold. 

The  day  of  wedding  came,  but  no  wight  can 
Tellen  what  woman  tha^  it  ihulde  Ke, 
.  For  which  marvaille  wondred  many  a  man. 
And  faiden,  whan  they  were  in  privetee, 
Wol  not  our  lord  yet  Icve  his  vanitec  ? 
Wol  he  not  wedde  ?  Alas,  alas  the  while  I 
Why  wol  he  thus  liimfelf  and  us  bcgile  I 

But  nathcles  this  markis  hath  do  make 
Of  genamcs  fctte  in  gold  and  in  afure 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Grifildesfakc; 
And  of  hire  dotliing  toke  he  the  mcfur? 
Of  a  maiden  like  unto  hire  ftaturc. 
And  eke  of  other  ornamentes  all 
That  unto  fwiche  a  wedding  fliulde  falL 

The  time  of  undcme  of  the  fame  day 
Approcheth  that  this  wedding  fliulde  be. 
And  all  the  paleis  put  was  in  array. 
Both  halle  and  chambres,  eche  in  his  degree, 
Houfcs  of  ofiice  ftuffed  with  plentee ; 
Ther  mayft  thou  fee  of  deintcous  vitaille 
I'hat  naay  be  fo^nd  as  fer  as  lafteth  Uaille. 

This  real  markis  richely  arraide, 
Lordes  and  ladies  in  his  compagnie. 
The  which  unto  the  fefte  weren  praide. 
And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelerie. 
With  many  a  foun  of  fondry  melodic. 
Unto  the  village  of  the  which  I  told 
In  this  array  the  rightc  way  they  hold. 

Gridlde  of  this  (God  wot)  ful  innocept 
That  for  hire  fiiapcn  was  all  this  array. 
To  frtchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went. 
And  Cometh  home  as  fone  as  ever  flic  may; 
For  wel  flie  had  herd  fay  that  thilke  day 
The  markis  fliulde  wcdde,  and  if  flie  might 
She  wolde  fayn  ban  feen  fom  of  that  fight. 

She  thought  I  wol  with  other  maidens  ftond. 
That  ben  my  fctawes,  in  our  dore,  and  (be. 
The  markifefte,  and  dicrto  wol  I  fond 


THE   CLERKES  TALE. 


n 


To4oo  at  home,  as  fooe  as  it  may  W, 
T^  labour  which  that  longeth  unto  mc. 
Aid  than  I  may* at  leifcr  hire  hchold, 
liihetkiiway  unto  the  Caftei  hold. 

Aid  as  ike  wolde  over  the  thrcfwold  gon 
Ti.c  markiseame  and  gan  hire  for  to  call, 
Acd  ihe  fct  dcun  hire  water-pot  anon 
Bcfide  ^e  threfwold  in  an  oxes  ftall« 
And  doan  upon  hire  knees  ihe  gap  to  fall, 
And  with  fad  countenance  kneleth  ikill, 
TiliBch^  herd  what  was  the  lordcs  will. 

This  thoughtful  markis  %ake  unto  this,  maid 
FdI  fcbcrly,  and  (aid  in  this  manere ; 
^  Acr  is  your  fader,  Crifildis  ?  he  iaid. 
Aad  (he  with  reverence  in  humble  chcre 
Anfwcrcd,  Lord,  he  is  al  redy  here. 
Aad  io  ihe  goth  withouten  lenger  Ictte, 
Aad  to  the  markis  (he  iiire  fader  fette. 

He  by  «he  hond  than  toke  this  poure  man, 
And  faide  thus  whan  he  him  had  adde  ; 
Jaaiccia,  I  neither  may  ne  can 
I^Bgpr  the  plcfance  of  mJn  hertc  hide ; 
•  If  that  thou  vouchefauf,  what  fo  betide, 
Thy  doDghter  wol  I  take  or  that  I  wend 
Asforpy  wif  unto  hire  lives  end. 

Thou  loveft  mc,  that  wot  1  wel  certain. 
And  art  my  faithful  liegeman  ybore, 
Ar.d  all  that  liketh  me,  I  dare  wel  Iain, 
ItLk^di  thee,  and  fpccially  therfore 
Tell  mc  that  point  that  I  have  faid  before, 
I'  tht  thou  wolt  unto  this  purpos  drawe. 
To  taken  mc  as  for  thy  fon  in  lawe  ? 

This  foden  cas  this  man  aftor.ed  fo, 
Tb:  re4  he  wex,  abaiil,  and  al  quaking 
H:  ftocd ;  unnethes  faid  he  wordes  mo 
Bat  only  thus ;  Lord,  quod  he, my  willing 
h  :a  ye  wol,  ne  ageins  your  liking 
1  wol  no  thing,  min  owtn  Lord  fo  dcre  ; 
Rghiasyouliftgovernetli  this  matcre. 

I  han  wol  I,  quod  this  markis  foftely. 
Tin:  ia  thy  chambrc  I,  and  thou,  and  ihe, 
H^vc  a  collation ;  and  woft  thou  why  ? 
F^  r  1  wol  aft  hire  if  it  hire  wilie  be 
To  be  my  wif,  and  rculc  hire  after  mc  ? 
Aid  ail  this  Ihal  be  don  in  thy  prcfence  ; 
1  wol  not  fpckc  out  of  thin  audience- 

And  ill  the  chambre,  while  they  were  aboutc 
TH*  trctce,  which  as  ye  ihul  after  here, 
Tttt  pcplc  came  into  the  hous  withoute. 
Mi  i7o;M)red  hem  in  how  honed  manere 
E^itc^tifly  Ihc  kept  hire  fuder  dere  : 
But  utterly  Griiildis  wonder  might. 
For  never  erft  ne  faw  (he  fwiche  a  fight. 

Nowjonder  is  though  that  ihe  be  ailoned 
To  fee  fo  grct  a  geft  come  in  that  place. 
She  never  was  to  non  fwiche  geftcs  woned. 
For  wbch  ihe  lokcd  with  ful  pale  face. 
But  fiiortly  forth  this  matcre  for  to  chace, 
Thifc  am  the  wordes  that  the  markis  faid 
To  thU.henigne  veray  fa'thiui  maid. 

Grifilde,  he  (aid,  ye  (buln  wcl  underftond 
1*  liktth  tq  your  fader  and  to  me 
l^t  I  you  wrdde,  and  eke  jt  may  fo  ftond, 
Al  I  foppofe,ye  wol  that  it  fo  he  : 
wt  thik  dcmaundes  aflte  I  firlt  (qucd  he) 


That  fin  it  ihall  be  don  in  hafty  wife, 
Wol  ye  aflent,  or  dies  ypu  avife  ? 

I  fay  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  hcrte 
To  all  my  lull,  and  that  I  freely  may. 
As  me  bell  thinketh,  do  you  laugh  or  fmerte. 
And  never  ye  to  grutchen,  night  ne  day. 
And  eke  whan  I  fay  Ya  ye  fay  Nay, 
Neither  by  word  ne  frouning  countenance  ? 
Swerc  this,  and  here  I  fweic  our  alliance. 

Wondring  upon  this  thing,  quaking  for  drcde^ 
She  faidc,  Lorde,  indigne  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thilke  honour  that  ye  me  bede. 
But  as  ye  wol  yourfelf,  right  fo  wol  I : 
And  here  I  fwerc  that  never  willingly 
In  wcrkne.  thought  I  n*ill  you  difobcie 
For  to  be  ded,  though  me  were  loth  to  deic. 

This  is  yncugh,  Grifilde  min,  quod  he.. 
And  forth  he  goth  with  a  ful  fobre  cherc 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  than  canse  flie. 
And  to  thepepic  he  (aid  in  this  manere  ; 
This  is  my  wif,  quod  h-,  that  (londcth  here  s 
Honoureth  her,  and  loveth  hire,  I  pray. 
Who  fo  me  loveth ;  ther  n'is  no  more  to  fay. 

And  .for  liiat  nothing  of  hire  oide  gerc 
She  (hulde  bring  into  his  hous,  he  bad 
That  women  fhuld  defpcilen  hire  right  there. 
Of  which  thife  ladies  weren  nothing  glad 
To  handlp  hire  clothes  whcrin  (he  was  clad : 
But  natheles  this  maiden  bright  of  hew 
Fro  foot  to  hed  they  clotlied  han  ail  new. 

Hire  hcres  han  they  kempt,  that  lay  untreiTe^ 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  fingres  imal 
A  corounc  on  hiie  hcd  they  han  ydreflcd. 
And  fette  hire  ful  of  nouches  grct  and  fmal. 
Of  hire  array  .what  (huld  I  make  a  talc  ? 
Unncth  *  t  *  pcple  hire  knew  for  hire  fairneffe 
Whan  ihe  tranfmewed  was  in  fwiche  richefie. 

This  markis  hath  hire  fponfed  with  a  ring 
Brought  for  the  fjLmc  caufe,  and  than  hire  fette 
Upon  an  hors  fnow-white  and  wel  ambling. 
And  to  his  palcis,  or  be  lenger  le;te, 
(With  joyful peple  that  hire  lad  and  mette) 
Conveyed  hire ;  and  thua  the  day  they  fpende, 
In  revel  til  the  fonnc  gan  defceude. 

And  fhonly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
I  fay  that  to  this  new  miirkifcITc 
God  hath  fwiche  favour  fent  hire  of  his  grace, 
1  hat  it  ne  femeth  not  by  likclineflc 
That  flic  was  borne  and  fed  in  rudenefie. 
As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oxes  ftall. 
But  nourifhcd  in  an  cmperoures  hall. 

.  To  every  wight  (he  waxen  is  fo  dcre 
And  worlhipful,  that  folk  ther  (he  was  bore. 
And  fro  hire  birthe  knew  hire  yere  by  yere, 
Unnethes  trowed  they,  but  dorlk  han  fwore 
That  to  Jaaicle,  of  which  I  fpake  before. 
She  doughttr  ^n'as;  for  as  by  conjc<^ure 
Hem  thougltc  flic  was  another  creature. 

For  thoitfjh  that  ever  vertuous  was  ihc. 
She  was  cnc;-eied  in  fwiche  excellence 
Of  thewes  good,  yfet  in  high  bountee. 
And  fo  difcrete,  and  faire  of  eloquence, 
So  benigne.and  fo  digne  of  reverence. 
And  coLde  fo  the  pcples  hcrte  embrace. 
That  cchc  hire  loveth  that  lokcth  on  hire  /ac j. 


;« 
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Not  only  of  Saluces  In  the  toon 
Publifhcd  was  the  bountce  of  hire  name. 
But  eke  bcfide  in  many  a  regioun ; 
If  on  faith  wel,  another  (aith  the  fame  : 
So  fpredeth  of  hire  hie  bountce  the  fame. 
That  men  and  women,  yong  as  wel  as  old, 
Gon  to  Saluces  upon  hire  to  behold. 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  really, 
"Wedded  with  fortunat  honeftee; 
In  Goddes  pees  liveth  ful  eiily 
At  home,  and  grace  ynough  outward  had  he : 
And  for  he  law  that  under  low  degree 
Was  honefl  vertu  hid,  the  peple  lum  held 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  feen  ful  feld. 

Not  only  this  Grilildisthurgh  hire  wit 
Coude  all  the  fete  of  wifly  homlinefle  ; 
But  eke  whin  thit  the  cas  required  it. 
The  comune  profit  coude  (he  redrefle : 
Thcr  n*as  difcord,  rancour,  nc  hevineife, 
In  all  the  lond  that  ihe  ne  coude  appefe. 
And  wifely  bring  hem  all  in  hertes  efe. 

Though  that  hire  huibond  abfent  were  or  noo 
If  gentilmen  or  other  of  that  contree 
Were  wroth,  (he  wolde  bringen  hem  it  on. 
So  wife  and  ripe  wordes  hadde  ihe. 
And  jugement  of  fo  grete  equitee. 
That  (he  from  heren  fent  was,  as  men  wend, 
Peple  to  lave,  and  every  wrong  to  amend. 

Not  longe  time  «ftcr  that  this  Grifdde 
Was  wedded,  (he  a  doughter  hath  ybore. 
All  had  hire  lever  ban  borne  a  kaave  childe  : 
Glad  was  the  markis  and  his  folk  therfore ; 
For  though  a  maiden  childe  come  all  before, 
She  may  unto  a  knave  child  atteine, 
By  likclybed,(in  ihe  n'is  not  barreine. 

Pars  tertiM* 

Ther  fell,  as  it  befalleth  times  mo. 
Whan  that  this  childe  had  fouked  but  a  throwe. 
This  markis  in  his  herte  longed  fo 
To  tempt  his  wif,  hire  fadneiTe  for  to  knowe. 
That  he  ne  might  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  marveillous  deiir  his  wif  to  aifay  : 
Nedlees,  God  wot,  he  thought  hire  to  affray.  ■ 

He  had  aifaied  hire  ynough  before. 
And  found  hire  ever  good :  what  needeth  it 
Hire  for  to  tempt,  and  alway  more  and  more  f 
Though  fome  men  praife  it  for  a  fubtil  wit ; 
But  as  for  me,  I  (ay  that  evil  it  iit 
To  aifay  a  wife  whan  that  it  is  no  nede. 
And  putten  hire  in  anguiih  and  in  drede. 

For  whiph  this  markis  wrought  in  this  manere : 
He  came  a-night  alone  ther  is  ihe  lay 
With  il^m  face  and  with  full  trouble  chere. 
And  iayde  thus,  Griiilde,  (quod  he)  that  day 
That  I  you  tokc  out  of  your  poure  array, 
And  put  you  in  eftat  of  high  nobleife. 
Ye  han  it  not  forgetten,  as  I  gefle ; 

I  fay,  Griiilde,  this  prefent  dignitee, 
|n  which  that  I  have  put  you,  as  I  trow, 
Maketh  you  not  forgetful  for  to  be 
That  I  you  toke  in  poure  elUt  ful  low. 
For  ony  wele  ye  mote  yourfelven  know, 
Take  hede  of  every  word  that  I  you  fay, 
Thcr  u  nc  wight  that  hercth  it  but  w(  tway. 


Ye  wote  yourfelf  wel  how  that  ye  came  here 
Into  this  hous,  it  is  not  long  ago  ; 
And  though  to  me  ye  be  right  lefs  and  dere. 
Unto  my  gentils  ye  be  nothing  fo : 
They  fity  to  hem  it  is  gret  ihame  and  wo 
For  to  be  fuggetes  and  ben  in  fervage 
Tolthce,  that  borne  art  of  a  imal  liiuge. 

And  namely  fin  thy  doughter  was  ybore, 
Thife  wordes  hen  they  fpoken  douteles; 
But  I  defire,  as  I  have  done  before. 
To  live  my  lif  with  hem  in  reft  and  pees : 
I  may  not  in  this  cas  be  recheles : 
I  mote  do  with  thy  doughter  for  the  bcft. 
Not  as  1  wold,  but  as  my  gentils  Idk, 

And  yet,  God  wote,  this  is  fnl  loath  to  me  ; 
But  nathelcs  withouten  your  weting 
I  wol  nought  do ;  but  thus  wol  I  (quod  he) 
That  ye  to  me  aflenten  in  this  thing ; 
Shew  now  your  patience  in  your  werking 
That  ye  me  bight  and  fwore  in  your  village 
The  day  that  maked  was  our  manage. 

Whan  ihe  had  herd  all  this,  ihe  not  ameve4 
Neyther  in  word,  in  chere,  ne  countenance, 
(For  as  it  femed,  ihe  was  not  agreved) 
She  fayde,  Lord,  all  lith  in  your  pleafiuice  ; 
My  child  and  I  with  hertely  obeifance 
Ben  youres  all,  and  ye  may  fave  or  fpill 
Your  owen  thing  :  werketh  after  your  wilL 

Ther  may  no  thing,  fo  God  my  foule  fave. 
Like  unto  you  that  may  difplefen  me<f 
Ne  I  defire  nothing  for  to  have, 
Ne  drede  for  to  lefe,  lauf  only  ye  : 
This  will  is  in  myn  herte,  and  ay  ihall  bc,- 
No  length  of  time  or  dcth  may  this  deface, 
Ne  change  my  courage  to  an  other  place. 

Glad  was  this  markis  for  hire  anfwering. 
But  yet  he  feined  as  he  were  not  fo ; 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  loking. 
Whan  that  he  fhuld  out  of  the  chamber  g*. 
Sone  after  this  t  furlong  way  or  two. 
He  prively  hath  told  all  his  entenr 
Unto  a  man,  and  to  his  wif  him  fent. 

A  maner  fergeant  was  this  prive  man. 
The  which  he  faithful  often  founden  had 
In  things  gret,  and  eke  fwiche  folk  wel  can 
Don  execution  on  things  bad ; 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  hira  loved  and  drad. 
And  whan  this  fergeant  wift  his  lordes  will. 
Into  the  chambre  he  ftalked  him  ful  ftilL 

Madame,  he  fayd,  ye  mote  foryeve  it  me. 
Though  I  do  thing  to  which  1  am  confhvined  ; 
Ye  ben  fo  wife,  tlut  right  wel  knowen  ye 
That  lordes  heftes  may  not  ben*yfeined ; 
They  may  wel  be  bewailed  and  complained. 
But  men  mote  nedes  to  hir  luft  obey, 
And  fo  wol  I ;  ther  n*is  no  more  to  fay. 

The  child  I  am  commanded  for  to  take— - 
And  fpake  no  more,  but  out  the  child  he  hent 
Difpitoufly,  and  gan-a  chere  to  make. 
As  though  he  wold  have  flain  it  or  he  went, 
Grifildis  m\x&.  al  fuffer  and  al  confent ; 
And  as  a  lambe  (he  fitteth  meke  and  iHU, 
And  let  this  cruel  fergeant  do  his  wilU 
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^^fytawit  was  die  diflame  of  this  man, 
WipcA  liis  face,  fufped  hit  word  alio, 
Scfped  the  time  in  which  he  this  began : 
Aba  !  hire  doughter,  that  ihe  loved  fo 
She  wc:ide  he  wold  han  flaien  it  right  tho ; 
But  razheleaihe  neither  wept  ne  (iked, 
CooibnDing  hire  to  that  the  markis  liked. 

But  at  d^  Ulb  to  fpeken  (he  began. 
And  mekcly  (he  to  the  fergeant  praid 
{^  aa  he  was  a  wortbie  gentilman) 
That  ihe  might  kiflc  hire  child  or  that  it  deid; 
And  in  hire  barme  this  litel  child  ihe  leid ; 
With  fill  £sd  iace,  and  gan  the  child  to  bliiTe, 
And  hilled  it,  aiid  after  gan  it  kifle. 

And  thus  (be  fayd  in  hire  benigne  vois  ; 
Farcwcl,  any  child,  1  fbal  the  never  iee. 
But  fin  I  have  thee  marked  with  the  croii» 
Of  thiike  fader  ybleiTcd  mote  thou  be 
That  for  OS  died  upon  a  crois  of  tree. 
Thy  Ibuk,  litel  duld,  I  him  betake, 
For  this  night  (halt  thou  dien  for  my  £ike. 

X  trow  that  to  a  noricc  in  this  cas 
It  had  heen  hard  this  ronthe  for  to  fee ; 
Wd  might  a  moder  than  han  cried  Alas! 
B«t  D&theles  fo  lad  ftedfaft  was  (he, 
That  flic  endured  all  adveriitee. 
And  to  the  fergeant  mekely  ihe  fayde. 
Have  here  agen  your  litel  yonge  mayde. 

Goth  now  (qood  ibe)  and  doth  my  lordes  heft  : 
And  o  thing  wold  I  pray  you  of  your  grace. 
But  if  my  lord  forbade  you  at  tlK  left, 
Baricth  this  litel  body  in  fom  place 
That  bcftes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race. 
Bat  be  no  word  to  that  purpos  wold  fay» 
Bnt  tohe  the  child,  and  went  upon  his  way. 

This  fergeant  came  unto  his  lord  again. 
And  of  Grifildes  wordes  and  hire  chere 
He  told  him  point  for  point,  in  ihort  and  plain, 
And  him  prdfented  with  his  doughtcr  dere. 
Somwbat  this  lord  hath  routhe  in  his  manere. 
Bat  nathrlf^  his  purpos  held  he  ftill. 
As  lordes  don  whan  they  wol  have  hir  will ; 

And  bttd  this  (crgeant  that  he  prively 
Sholde  thu  child  tvX  fofte  wind  andwrappe. 
With  alle  cirtnmftanccs  tendrely. 
And  carry  it  in  a  cofire  or  in  a  lappe  ; 
Bot  upon  peine  his  bed  of  for  to  fwappc 
That  no  man  ihulde  know  of  his  entent, 
Ne  wbens  he  came  ne  whider  that  he  went ; 

Bat  at  Boloigne,  unto  his  fufter  dere, 
That  thi0Ee  time  of  Pavie  was  CounteiTe, 
He  fludd  it  take  and  ihcw  hire  this  matcre, 
Be£eching  hire  to  don  hire  beilneirc. 
This  child  to  foihen  in  all  gentidcfte  ; 
And  whofe  child  that  it  was  he  bade  hire  hide 
From  rrery  wight,  for  ought  that  may  betide. 

The  icrgeant  goth,and  hath  fulfilde  this  thing. 
Bnt  to  diis  marquis  now  retome  we ; 
For  now  goth  he  ful  faft,  imagining 
Hby  his  wives  chere  he  mighte  fee. 
Or  by  hire  wordes  appcrceivc,  that  (he 
Were  changed ;  but  he  never  could  hire  finde 
^Bt  erer  in  oo  ylike  fad  and  kinde. 

As  g^d,  as  humble,  as  bcfy  in  fi^rrice 


And  eke  in  love,  as  ihe  was  wont  to  be. 

Was  ihe  to  him  in  every  maoner  wife ; 

Ne  of  hire  doughter  not  a  word  fpake  ihe : 

Non  accident  for  non  adveriitee 

Was  feen  in  hire,  ne  never  hire  doughters  name 

Ne  nevened  ihe  for  emeft  ne  for  game. . 

Pars  quarta, 

hi  this  eilat  ther  paiTcd  ben  foure  yere 
Er  ihe  with  childe  was,  but  as  God  wold, 
A  knave  childe  iha  bare  by  thift  Waltcre 
Ful  gracious,  and  fair  for  to  behold ; 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fader  told. 
Not  only  he  but  all  his  contree  mery 
Was  for  this  childe,  and  God  they  thonk  ancfkery. 

Whan  it  was  two  ycre  old,  and  from  the  breH 
Departed  of  his  norice,  on  a  day 
This  markis  caughte  yet  another  left 
To  tempte  his  wif  yet  ofter,  if  he  may» 

0  !  nedeles  was  ibe  tempted  in  aifay  ;. 
But  wedded  men  ne  connen  no  mefure 
Whan  that  they  finde  a  patient  creature. 

Wif,  quod  this  markis,  ye  han  herd  or  thia 
My  peple  fikely  beren  our  mariage. 
And  namely  fin  my  fone  yboren  is. 
Now  is  it  werfe  than  ever  in  al  our  age ; 
The  murmur  fleth  myn  herte  and  my  corage^ 
For  to  myn  eres  cometh  the  vois  fo  imerttf. 
That  it  wel  nie  deftroyed  hath  myn  herte. 

Now  iay  they  thus ;  Whan  Walter  is  agoo^ 
Than  ihall  the  blood  of  Jaaicle  fuccede. 
And  ben  our  lofd,for  other  han  we  non. 
Swiche  wordes  fuyn  my  peple,  it  is  no  drede; 
Wel  ought  1  of  fwiche  murmur  tak6n  hede. 
For  certainly  I  drede  al  fwiche  fentence. 
Though  they  not  plainen  in  myn  audience. 

I  worde  live  in  pees  if  that  I  might ; 
Wherefore  I  am  dlfpofed  utterly,    » 
As  I  his  fufter  fervcd  er  by  night. 
Right  fo  thinke  I  to  ferve  him  prively. 

1  his  warne  I  you,  that  ye  not  fodcnly 
Out  of  yourfelf  for  no  wo  ihuld  outraie ;; 
Beth  patient,  and  therof  1  you  praie. 

I  have,  quod  ihe,  fayd  thus,  and  ever  ihal» 
I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nlU  ne  thing  certain, 
But  as  you  lift :  not  greveth  me  at  al 
Though  that  my  doughter  and  my  fone  be  ilais 
At  your  commandement :  that  is  to  fain,. 
I  have  not  had  no  part  of  children  twein 
But  firft  fikeneiTe  and  after  wo  and  peine. 

Ye  ben  my  lord,  doth  with  your  owen  things 
Right  as  you  lift :  aiketh  no  rede  of  me ; 
For  as  I  left  at  home  al  my  clothing 
Whan  I  came  firft  to  you,  right  fo  (quod  ihe^ 
t.eft  I  my  will  and  all  my  libertee. 
And  toke  your  clothing ;  wherefore  I  yon  prey 
Doth  your  pleiance,  1  wol  youre  luft  obey. 

And  certes,  if  I  hadde  prefcince 
Your  will  to  know  er  ye  your  luft  me  told, 
I  wold  it  do  withouten  negligence  : 
But  now  1  wote  your  luft,  and  what  ye  wold> 
All  your  plefance  ferme  and  ibible  I  hold ; 
For  wift  I  that  my  deth  might  do  you  efc 
Right  gladely  wold  I  dien  you  to  plcfe. 


>« 
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Dcth  may  not  maketi  no  comparifoun 
Unto  yoiT  love.  And  whan  this  markis  fay 
*rhc  conftance  of  his  wif,  he  caft  ado\in 
His  cycn  two,  and  wondreth  how  flic  may 
In  patience  fufFet  al  fhis  array  ; 
And  forth  he  gcth  with  drcry  contrnancc. 
But  to  his  hcrtc  it  was  ful  grct  plefancc. 

This  ugly  fergeant  in  the  fame  wife 
That  he  hire  doughter  caughtc,  right  fo  he 
(Or  werfe,  if  men  can  any  wcrfe  dcvife) 
Hath  hcnt  hire  fone,  that  ful  was  of  beautee  : 
And  ever  in  on  fo  patient  was  flie 
That  ftie  no  chcrc  made  of  licvinclTe, 
But  kift  hire  fone,  and  after  gan  it  blcfTe. 

Save  this  ftie  praied  him,  if  that  he  might. 
Hire  litcl  fone  he  wold  in  erthe  grave, 
His  tendre  limmcs,  delicat  to  fight. 
Fro  foules  and  fro  bcftcs  for  to  favc.    . 
But  flic  non  anfwcr  of  hii^i  mightc  have  : 
He  wen  liis  way  as  him  no  thing  nc  rought. 
But  to  Boloigne  he  tenderly  it  brought. 

This  markis  wondercth  ever  lenger  the  more 
Upon  hire  patience  :  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  fothely  knowen  ther  before 
That  parfitly  hire  children  loved  flie, 
He  wold  han  wend  that  of  fom  fubtiltcc 
And  of  malice,  or  for  cruel  corage, 
That  flie  had  fulTred  this  with  fad  vifa^c. 

Butwel  he  knew  that  next  himfclf  certain, 
She  loved  hire  children  beft  in  every  wife. 
But  now  of  women  wold  I  aflcen  fayn, 
If  thife  affaies  mighten  not  fuffife  ? 
What  coud  a  flurdy  hulbond  more  devife 
To  prevc  hire  wifhcod  and  hire  ftedfailnefle, 
And  he  continuing  ever  in  fturdineffe  ? 

But  ther  ben  folk  of  fwiche  condition, 
That  whan  they  han  a  certain  purpos  take. 
They  cannot  ftkit  of  hir  entention. 
But  right  as  they  were  bounden  to  a  flake. 
They  wol  not  of  hir  firfte  purpos  flake  : 
Right  fo  this  markis  fully  hath  purpofed 
To  tempt  his  wif  as  he  wes  firft  difpofed. 

He  waiteth  if  by  word  or  contenancc 
That  flic  to  him  was  changed  of  corage ; 
But  never  coud  he  findcji  varience ; 
She  was  aye  on  in  licrte  and  in  vifage ; 
And  aye  the  further  flic  was  in  age, 
The  more  trewe  (if  that  it  were  pofllble) 
She  was  to  him  in  love,  and  pcnible. 

For  which  it  femed  thus,  that  of  hem  two 
Ther  was  but  o  will ;  for  as  Walter  left. 
The  fame  luft  was  hire  plefancc  alfo  • 
And  God  be  thanked,  all  fell  for  the  beft. 
She  fliewed  wcl  for  ne  wordly  unrcft 
A  wif,  as  of  hirefelf,  no  thing  ne  fliolde 
Wille  in  cffcA  but  as  hire  huibond  woldc. 

The  fdandrc  of  Walter  wonder  wide  fpraddc, 
That  of  a  cruel  herte  he  wikkedly, 
For  he  a^  pourc  woman  wedded  hadde. 
Hath  murdred  both  his  children  prively  : 
Swich  murmur  was  among  hem  comunly. 
jKo  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peples  ere 
Ther  came  no  word  but  that  they  mnrdrbd  wtre. 


For  which  thcf  as  Ms  p^e  thcrbefofe 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  fclandre  of  his  dHTamtf* 
Made  hem  that  they  him  hateden  therefore  : 
To  ben  amudrour  is  an  hateful  name. 
But  natheles  for  emcft  ne  for  game 
He  of  his  cruel  purpos  n*olde  ftente : 
Tc  tempt  his  wif  was  fettc  all  his  entente. 

Whi*n  that  hisdoughter  twclf  yere  waa  of  sge 
He  to  the  court  of  Rome,  in  fubtil  wife 
Enformed  of  his  vnll,  f:?nt  his  mcftagr, 
Commanding  him  fwiche  billcs  to  dcvifc 
As  to  his  cmd  purpos  may  fuffife. 
How  that  the  Pope,  as  for  his  peples  reft, 
Bacic-  him  to  wed  another  if  him  Rft. 

I  fay  he  bade  they  flinlden  contrefetc 
The  Popes  bulles,  making  mention 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firfte  wif  to  letc. 
As  by  the  Popes  difpcnfation 
To  ftinten  rancour  and  diflention 
Betwix  liis  pcple  and  him.  Thus  fpake  the  buH, 
The  which  they  han  publi-ftied  at  the  full. 

The  rude  peple,  as  no  wonder  Is, 
Wendcn  ful  wel  that  it  had  ben  ris;ht  fo ; 
But  whan  thife  tidings  came  to  Grifildis, 
I  deme  that  hire  hcrtc  was  ful  of  wo ; 
'But  flic  ylike  fad  for  evermo 
Difpcfed  was,  this  humble  creature, 
The  adverfitee  of  fortune  al  to  endupc ; 

Abiding  ever  his  luft  and  his  plefancc 
To  whom  that  flic  was  yevcn  herte  and  aj. 
As  to  hire  veray  worldly  fnflifance. 
But  fliortly  if  this  ftorie  tell  1  flial, 
This  markis  writen  hath  in  fpecial 
A  lettre,  ia  which  he  flieweih  his  entente. 
And  fccrctly  he  to  Boloigne  it  fentc 

To  the  Erl  of  Pavic,  which  that  hadde  th^ 
Wedded  his  fuftcr,  prayed  he  fpecially 
To  briiigen  home  agein  his  children  two 
In  honourable  eftat  al  openly ; 
But  o  thing  he  him  prayed  utterly, 
That  he  to  no  vnght,  though  men  wold  enqnere, . 
Shulde  not  tell  whos  children  that  they  were. 

But  fay  the  maiden  fliuld  ywcdded  be 
Unto  the  Markis  of  Saluces  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  prayed,  fo  did  he ; 
For  at  day  fctte  he  on  his  way  is  gon 
Toward  Saluces,  and  lordes  many  on 
In  rich  arraie,  this  maiden  for  to  gide. 
Hire  yonge  brother  riding  hire  befide. 

Arraicd  was  toward  hire  manage 
This  fresftic  maiden,  ful  of  gcmmcs  clcre. 
Hire  brother,  which  that  fevcn  yere  was  of  9^c^ 
Arraicd  eke  ful  frefti  in  his  manere  : 
And  thus  in  gret  noblcflc  and  with  glad  chcrc 
Towftrd  Saluces  fliaping  hir  joumay  « 

Fro  day  to  day  they  ridcn  in  hir  way. 

Pars  quinta. 

Among  al  hi$,  after  this  wicked  ufige, 
Tliis  markis  yet  his  wif  to  tcmpten  more 
To  the  uttereftc  prefe  of  hire  corage, 
Fully  to  have  experience  and  lore 
If  that  flic  wore  at  fte«Lefaft  at  before,^ 
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He  on  a  day  k  opeif  aiuiitece 
Fsl  ixMftoaily  bath  Dud  hire  this  fentence  i 
Cmn,  GrilUde,  1  had  jnough  plefance 
Tohanyoa  to  my  w if  for  your  goodncfle. 
And  for  your  trouthe  and  for  your  obeylance, 
Not  for  your  linage  ne  for  your  richeCfe ; 
fiot  now  know  I  in  very  fothfailneffe 
That  in  gret  lordihip.  If  I  me  wcl  avife. 
The  is  gret  fenritude  in  fondry  wife. 

I  may  not  don  as  every  ploughman  may  : 
My  peple  me  condreineth  for  to  take 
Aoothtr  wif,  end  crien  day  by  day ; 
And  eke  the  Pope,  rancour  for  to  flake, 
Conicntethit,  that  dare  I  undertake : 
Afid  trewcly  thus  moche  I  wol  yvu  fay, 
Mjr  Bcwc  wif  is  coming  by  the  way. 

Be  ftrong  of  herte,  and  void  anon  hire  place. 
And  thilke  dower  that  ye  broughten  me 
Take  it  agen  ;  1  grant  it  of  my  grace. 
Rctometh  to  yoyr  fadres  hous,  (quod  he) 
No  man  may  aiway  have  profperitee* 
With  even  herte  i  rede  you  to  endure 
Tbc  firoke  of  Fortune  or  of  aventure. 
And  (he  agen  anfwerd  in  patience ; 
My  I.ord,  quod  ihe,  I  wote  and  wift  alwaf 
How  that  betwizieil  your  magnificence 
Acd  my  poverte  no  wight  ne  can  ne  may 
Maken  coqtparifon  ;  it  is  no  nay : 
I  se  held  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
Tobc  yonr  wif,  ne  yet  your  chamberere. 
And  in  this  bous  ther  ye  me  lady  made 
(The  highe  God  take  I  for  my  witncfle, 
And  ail  fo  wifly  he  my  ibule  glad) 
Inererheld  ne  lady  me  maiflrefle, 
Bot  humble  fenrant  to  your  worthinefle, 
-AndcTcr  {hal,  while  that  my  life  may  dure, 
AboTcn  every  word|y  creature. 

That  ye  fo  longc  of  your  benignitce 
Hin  holdcn  me  in  honour  and  nobley, 
^TitTas  I  was  not  worthy  for  to  be. 
That  tbank^  I  God  and  you,  to  whom  I  prey 
foryeldc  it  you  ;  tl»er  is  no  more  to  fey. 
Vnto  my  fade*  gladly  wol  I  wcnde. 
And  with  him  dwell  unto  my  lives  ende. 
Ther  I  was  foftred  of  a  chUde  ful  final ; 
Till  be  dcd,  my  lif  ther  wol  1  lede, 
A  iridew  ciene  in  body,  herte,  and  al : 
For  fith  I  yave  to  you  my  maidenhede. 
And  am  your  rrcwe  vrif,  it  is  no  drede, 
God  Ihilde  iVviche  a  lordes  wif  to  take 
Another  man  .to  huibond  or  to  make. 

And  of  your  newe  wif  God  of  his  grace 
So  graunte  yon  wcle  and  prcfpcrite. 
For  I  wol  gLadly  yelden  hire  my  place, 
In  which  that  I  was  blifsful  wont  to  be  : 
For  ^  it  liketh  you,  my  Lord,  (quod  Ae) 
That  whilonf  wercsi  all  myn  hc.tcs  reft. 
That !  flxal  gon,  I  wol  go  whan  yon  left. 

Bnt  ther  as  ye  me  profrc  fwiche  dowaire 
A*  I  firft  brough,  it  is  wd  in  my  mind 
h  wtrc  my  wretched  clothes,  nothing  faire, 
Ihe  which  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to  find, 
^  ijoodc  God !  how  gentil  and  how  kiiid 
^c  femed  by  your  fpeche  and  your  vifage 
The  day  that  ma^cd  wai  owFc  marriage ! 


But  foth  is  (aid,  algate  I  find  it  trcWtf, 
For  in  cffed  it  prcvcd  is  on  mc. 
Love  is  not  old  as  whan  that  it  is  ncwc. 
But  certcs,  Lord,  for  non  adverfitec 
To  dein  in  this  cas,  it  ftial  not  be 
That  ever  in  word  or  werke  I  fhal  repent 
That  I  you  yave  min  herte  in  hole  cntent. 

My  Lord,  ye  vsrote  that  in  my  fadres  p!acc 
Ye  did  mc  ftripc  out  of  my  pcnirc  wedc, 
And  richcly  yc  clad  me  of  ycur  grace ; 
'1  o  you  brought  1  nought  dies  out  of  dredc 
But  faith,  and  rftikcdneife,  and  maidenhulw-  5 
And  here  agen  your  clothing  I  reftore. 
And  eke  your  wedding  ring,  for  evermore 

The  remcnaKt  of  your  jcweles  rcdy  be 
Within  yourchambre,  I  dare  it  fafly  fain. 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous  (quod  flic) 
I  came,  and  naked  i  mote  turnc  a^oin. 
All  your  ple&ncc  woldc  I  fohvc  fain ; 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  not  your  entcnt 
That  I  fmoklcs  out  of  your  palcig  went. 
Ye  coude  not  do  fo  diftioncft  a  thinjj. 
That  thilke  wombe,  in  which  your  children  lay, 
Shulde  before  the  peple  in  my  walking 
Be  feen  al  bate ;  wherefore  I  you  prey 
Let  mc  not  like  a  worme  go  ^y  the  way  i 
Rcmembre  you,  minowen  Lcrd  fo  dcre, 
1  was  your  wif,  though  I  unworthy  were. 

WhcfftJre  in  guerdon  of  my  maidenhede. 
Which  that  1  brought  and  not  cgcn  I  here. 
As  vouchcfauf  to  yeve  me  to  my  mcde 
But  fwiche  a  Imok  as  I  was  wont  to  were. 
That  I  thcrwith  may  wrie  the  wombc  of  hire 
That  was  your  wif.     And  here  I  take  my  Icvf 
Of  you,  min  owen  Lord,  left  I  you  grcve. 

The  fhiok,  quod  he,  that  tiioii  haft  on  tliy  bckc 
Let  it  be  ft  ill  j  and  here  it  forth  with  thee. 
But  wel  unncthes  thilke  word  he  fpak?*. 
But  went  his  way  for  routhe  and  for  pitcc. 
Before  the  folk  hirefelven  ftripeth  flio, 
And  in  hire  finok,  with  foot  and  bed  atl  bare. 
Toward  hire  fadres  hous  forth  is  fbc  fare. 

The  folk  hire  folwen  weping  in  hir  >vey^ 
And  Fortunfc  ay  they  curfen  as  they  gon  ; 
But  flie  fro  wcping  kept  hire  cyen  drey, 
Ne  in  this  time  word  ne  fpak  ftic  non. 
Hire  fader,  that  this  tiding  herd  anon, 
Curfeth  the.  day  and  time  that  Nature 
Shope  him  to  ben  a  lives  creature. 

For  out  of  doute  this  old  poure  man 
Was  ever  in  fufpe^  of  hire  mariage ; 
For  ever  he  demed,fin  it  firft  began. 
That  whan  the  lord  fulfilled  had  his  ccragf , 
Him  wolde  thinke  it  were  a  difparagc 
To  his  eftat  fo  lowe  for  to  alight. 
And  voiden  hire  as  fone  as  ever  he  might. 

Agcin  his  dougfater  haftily  gotK  he, 
(For  he  by  noife  of  folk  knew  hire  coming) 
And  with  hire  olde  cote,  as  it  might  be. 
He  covereth  hire,  ful  fon^'efully  weping 
But  on  hire  body  might  he  it  ni?t  brinj^. 
For  rude  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dales  fele  than  at  hire  manage. 

Thus  with  hire  fader  for  a  certain  fpact 
Pwclicth  this  flour  of  wifly  patience, 
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That  nother  by  hire  wordcs  nc  hire  face, 
Beforn  the  folk,  nc  eke  in  hir  abfencc, 
Ne  (hewed  fbe  that  hire  was  don  offence, 
Ke  of  hire  high  eflat  no  remembrance 
Ke  hadde  {he  as  by  hire  contenance* 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hire  gret  eilat 
Hire  gofl  was  ever  in  pleine  humilitee; 
No  tendrc  mouth,  no  herte  delicat, 
No  pompe,  no  femblant  of  realtee. 
But  ful  of  patient  benignitee, 
Difcrete,  and  prideles,  ay  honourable, 
And  to  hire  huibond  ever  meke  and  flable. 

Men  fpeke  of  Job,  and  mod  for  his  humblefle, 
As  clerkcs  whan  hem  lift  can  wel  endite, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  io  fothfaftnefle. 
Though  clerkes  pr«tfen  women  but  a  lite, 
Ther  can  no  man  in  humblefle  him  acquite 
As  woman  can,  ne  can  be  half  fo  trewe 
At  women  ben,  but  it  be  falle  of  newe. 

Parsfexta, 

Fro  Boloigiie  is  this  Earl  of  Pavie  come  ^ 
Of  which  the  fame  up  fprang  to  more  and  lefle  : 
And  to  the  peples  eres  all  and  fome 
Was  co\)th  eke  that  a  newe  markifefle 
He  with  him  brought  in  fwiche  pomp  and  ricfaefliB, 
That  never  was  ther  feen  with  mannes  eye 
So  noble  array  in  al  Weft  Lumbardie. 

The  markis,  which  that  ihope  and  knewjil  this, 
£r  that  this  erl  was  come  fent  his  meflage 
For  thilke  poure  fely  GriGldis, 
And  ihe  with  humble  herte  and  glad  vifage, 
Not  wi<h  no  fwollen  thought  in  hire  corage. 
Came  atliis  heft,  and  on  hire  knees  hire  fette. 
And  reverently  and  wifely  (he  him  grette. 

GrifUde,  (quod  he)  xiiy  will  is  utterly 
This  maiden  that  (hal  wedded  be  to  me 
Received  be  to-morwe  as  really 
As  it  poflUble  is  in  myn  hous  to  be; 
And  eke  that  every  wight  in  his  ^egree 
Have  his  eftat  in  fitting  and  fervice. 
And  high  plefance,  as  I  can  beft  devife. 

I  have  no  woman  fufiEIant  certain 
The  chambres  for  to  array  in  ordinance 
After  my  laft,  and  therfore  wolde  I  fain 
That  thin  were  all  fwiche  manere  governance ; 
Thou  knoWeft  eke  of  old  all  my  plelance  : 
Though  thin  array  be  bad,  and  evil  befey, 
Do  thou  thy  devoir  at  the  lefte  wey. 

Not  only,  Lord,  that  I  am  glad  (quoth  (he) 
To  don  your  luft,  but  I  dcfirc  alfo 
You  for  to  ferve  and  plefe  in  my  degree 
Withouten  fainting,  and  (hal  evermo  : 
Ne  never  for  no  wcle  ne  for  no  wo 
Ne  (hal  the  goft  within  myn  herte  ftente 
To  love  you  beft  with  all  my  trewe  entente^ 

And  with  that  word  (he  gan  the  hous  to  dight, 
And  tables  for  to  fette,  and  beddes  make. 
And  peined  her  to  don  all  that  ftie  might. 
Praying  the  chambercrcs  for  Goddes  fake 
To  haften  hem,  and  fafte  fwepc  and  (hake ; 
And  (he,  the  mofte  fcrviccable  of  all, 
Hath  every  chjimbre  arraied  and  his  ball. 


AboMtcn  undem  gan  this  erl  alight 
That  with  him  brought  thifc  noble  children  twcy/ 
For  which  the  peple  ran  to  fee  the  fight 
Of  hir  array,  fo  richely  befcy  \ 
And  that  at  erft  araonges  hem  they  fey 
That  Walter  was  no  fool,  though  that  him  ]dt 
To  change  his  wif,  for  it  was  for  the  beft. 

For  (he  is  fairer,  as  they  demen  all, 
Than  his  Grifilde,  and  more  tendre  of  age. 
And  fairer  fruit  betwene  hem  (bulde  fall, 
And  more  plefant,  for  hire  high  linage  » 
Hire  brother  eke  fo  faire  was  of  vifa%,e 
That  hem  to  fecn  the  pcple  hath  caught  plefance. 
Commending  now  the  markis  governance. 

O  ftormy  peple,  unfad  and  ever  untrew. 
And  undifcrete  and  changing  as  a  fane, 
Delighting  ever  in  rorabel  that  is  newe. 
For  like  tlie  mone  waxen  ye  and  wane  : 
A  ful  of  clapping,  dere  ynoogh  a  jane. 
Your  dome  is  fala,  your  conftance  evil  prereth. 
Ay  ful  gret  fool  is  he  that  on  you  leveth ! . 

Thus  faiden  lade  folk  in  that  citee 
Whan  that  the  peple  gafed  up  and  doun. 
For  they  were  glad  right  for  the  noveltee 
To  have  a  new  lady  of  hir  toon. 
No  more  of  this  make  I  now  mentioun. 
But  to  Grifilde  agen  I  wol  me  dre(re. 
And  tell  hire  conftance  and  hire  befinefi*e. 

Ful  befy  was  Grifilde  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  fefte  was  appertinent ; 
Right  naught  was  (he  ^aift  of  hire  clothing. 
Though  it  were  rude,  and  fomdel  eke  to-rent. 
But  with  glade  chere  to  the  yate  is  went. 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  the  nurkife(re. 
And  after  that  doth  forth  hire  befine(re. 

With  fo  glad  ehere  his  geftes  (he  receiveth. 
And  conningly  everich  in  his  degree. 
That  no^efautno  man  apperceiveth, 
But  ay  they  wondren  what  (he  mighte  be 
That  in  fo  poure  array  was  for  to  fee. 
And  conde  fwiche  honour  and  reverence. 
And  worthily  they  preifen  hire  prudence* 

In  all  this  mene  while  (be  ne  ftent 
This  maide  and  eke  hire  brother  to  commend. 
With  all  hire  herte  in  ful  benigne  entent. 
So  wel  that  no  man  coud  hire  preife  amend  ; 
But  at  the  laft  whan  that  thilc  lordes  wend 
To  fitten  doun  to  mete,  he  began  to  call 
Grifilde,  as  (he  was  befy  in  the  hall, 

Grifilde,  (quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his  play) 
How  likcth  thee  my  wif  and  hire  beautee  ? 
Right  wcl,my  Lord,  quod  (he,  for  in  good  faj 
A  fairer  faw  I  never  non  than,  (he  ; 
I  pray  to  God  yevo  you  profperite^. 
And  fo  I  hope  that  he  wol  to  you  fend 
Plefance  ynough  unto  your  lives  end. 

O  thing  befcech  I  you  and  warne  aKo, 
That  ye  ne  prikke  with  no  turmenting 
This  tendre  maiden  as  ye  han  do  me. 
For  (he  is  foftrcd  in  hire  nouri(hing 
More  tendrely,  and  to  my  fuppofing 
She  mighte  not  adverfitee  endure 
A«  coudc  a  poure  foftrcd  creaiuce* 
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And  whan  ihh  Walter  faw  hire  paticDce, 
Hire  glad-chere,  and  no  malice  at  all, 
Aod  he  fo  often  hadde  iiire  don  offence, 
j^Dd  fke  zy  fade  and  confiant  as  a  wall, 
CoDdnaing  erer  hire  innocence  over  all, 
Tbisftnrdy  nutrlds  gan  his  berte  drcfle 
To  rewc  upon  hire  vrifly  ftedefafinefle. 

This  it  ynough,  Grifiide  min,  quod  fte. 
Be  oofv  no  more  agaft  ne  evil  apaid; 
I  lure  thj  faith  and  thy  benignitee. 
As  wel  as  ever  woman  was,  aiTaid, 
In  gret  eftat  and  pouerelich  arraid : 
Kow  know  I,  dere  wif,  thy  ftedefaftneiTe  ; 
And  hire  in  armes  toke,  and  ^n  to  kelTe. 

And  (be  for  wonder  toke  of  it  no  kepe  ; 
She berde  not  what  thing  he  to  hire  laid; 
She  fcrdc  as  flic  had  ftcrt  out  of  a  flepe, 
TO  Ihe  out  of  hire  mafednefle  abraid. 
OtiB^  quod  he«  by  God  that  for  us  deid. 
Thou  art  my  wif ;  non  other  I  nc  have 
I  Ne  DCTcr  had,  as  God  my  foule  fave. 

This  is  thy  doughter  which  thou  haft  fuppofed 
To  be  my  wif;  tlSt  other  faithfully 
.  Sbal  be  min  heir,  as  1  have  ay  difpoTed ; 
Then  bare  hem  of  thy  body  trewely ; 
Ai  Boloigne  have  I  kept  hem  prively  : 
Tale  hem  agen,  for  now  maift  thou  not  fay 
That  thou  haft  lorn  non  of  thy  children  tway. 

And  folk  that  otberwife  ban  faid  of  me, 
Iwarne  hem  wel  that  I  have  don  this  dedc 
For  00  malice  ne  for  no  crueltee, 
Bm  for  to  aflay  in  thee  thy  womanhede, 
Afid  not  to  flee  my  children  (God  fiorbede) 
Bot  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  ftiU 
Til  1  thy  pnrpos  knew  and  all  thy  wilL 

^^lan  flie  this  herd,  afwonne  doun  (he  falleth 
Forpitoosjoye;  and  after  hirefwouning 
She  both  hjre  yongc  children  to  hire  calleth, 
And  in  hire  armes,  pitoufly  weping, 
Embraceth  hem,  and  tcndrely  kifling 
Ful  like  a  moder,  with  hire  fake  teres       ** 
She  bathed  both  hir  vifage  and  hir  beret. 

0,  fwiche  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  fee 
Hire  fwouning,  and  hire  humble  vois  to  here ! 
Cra«i  mney  !  Lord,  God  thank  it  you  (quod  (he) 
That  yc  ban  (aved  me  my  childten  dere : 
Now  rekke  I  never  to  be  dcd  right  here. 
Sin  1  ftond  in  your  love  and  in  your  grace, 
Jfo  force  of  dob,  ne  whan  my  fptrit  pace. 

0  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yonge,  children  mine ! 
Yonr  woful  mother  wened  ftedfaftly 
1^  cruel  hotmdea  or  fom  foul  vermine 
Hadeten  you ;  but  God  of  his  mercy 
And  your  benignc  fader  tendreV 
liath  doi^  you  kepe  :  and  in  that  (ame  ftound 
Al  (bdenly  Ibe  fwapt  adoun  to  ground. 

And  in  hire  fwough  fo  ladly  holdeth  (he 
Hire  chiklren  two,  whan  (he  gan  hem  embrace, 
Tb«  with  gret  fleight  and  gret  difikukee 
The  children  from  hire  arm  they  gan  arrace^ 
0 !  many  a  tere  on  many  a  pitous  face 
^^«w»  ran  of  hem  that  ftoden  hire  bcfidc ; 
Unnethe  abouten  hire  might  they  abide. 

Walter  hire  gladeth,  ai^  hire  forwe  flaketh ; 
Me  rifcth  up  aba(hed  from  hire  trance, 
Vot.L 


And  every  wight  hir^ye  and  fefte  maketh 
Til  (he  hath  caught  agen  hire  contenance. 
Walter  hire  doth  fo  faithfully  plefance. 
That  k  was  deintee  for  to  feen  the  chere 
Betwixt  hem  two  fin  they  ben  met  in  fere. 

Thife  ladies,  whan  that  they  hir  time  fey, 
Han  taken  hire,  and  into  chambre  gon. 
And  ftripenhire  out  of  hire  rude  arrey. 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  that  brighte  (hone. 
With  a  coroune  of  many  a  riche  (lone 
Upon  hire  bed,  they  into  hall  hire  broughte. 
And  ther  (he  was  honoured  as  hire  ought. 

Thus  hath  this  pitous  day  a  blisful  end. 
For  every  man  and  woman  doth  his  might 
This  day  in  mirth  and  revel  to  difpend,. 
Til  on  the  welkin  (hone  the  fterres  bright  • 
For  more  folempne  in  every  mannes  fight 
This  fefte  was,  and  greter  of  c«ftage. 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hire  manage. 

Ful  many  a  yere  U  high  profperitee 
Liven  thife  two  in  concord  and  in  reft, 
And  richely  his  doughter  maried  he 
Unto  a  lord,  on  of  the  worthieft 
Of  all  Itaille,  and  than  in  pees  and  Tt% 
His  wives  fader  in  his  court  he  kepeth 
Til  that  the  foule  out  of  his  body  crepeth. 

His  fone  fuccedeth  in  his  heritage, 
In  reft  and  pees,  after  his  fadres  day. 
And  fortunat  was  eke  in  mariage, 
Al  put  he  not  his  wif  in  gret  alTay  ; 
This  world  is  not  fo  ftrong,  it  is  no  nay, 
As  it  hath  ben  in  olde  times  yore, 
And  herkneth  what  this  au^our  faith  therforcr 

This  ftory  is  faid,  not  for  that  wives  (huld 
Folwe  Grifiide  as  in  humilitee. 
For  it  were  importable  tho  they  wold. 
But  for  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Shuldc  be  conftant  in  adverfitee 
As  was  Grifiide,  therfore  Petrark  writeth 
This  ftorie,  which  with  high  ftile  be  enditeth. 

For  fith  a  woman  was  fo  patient 
Unto  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  we  ought 
Receiven  all  in  grcc  that  God  us  fent. 
For  gret  (kill  is  he  preve  that  he  wrought ; 
But  he  ne  temptcth  no  man  that  he  bought^ 
As  faith  Seint  Jamc,  if  ye  his  piftoll  rede; 
He  preveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  dredc ; 

And  fuftrcth  us,  as  for  our  excrcife. 
With  (harpe  fcourges  of  adverfitee 
Ful  often  to  be  bete  in  fondry  wife,  • 

Not  for\o  know  our  will,  for  certes  he. 
Or  we  were  borne,  knew  all  our  freelctee, 
And  for  our  beft  is  all  his  governance ; 
Let  us  than  live  in  vertuous  fufirance. 

But  o  word,  Lordings,  herkneth  or  I  go  ; 
It  were  ful  hard  to  finden  now  adayes 
In  alia  toun  Grifildes  three  or  two ; 
For  if  that  they  were  put  to  fwiche  alTayes 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  fo  bad  alayes 
With  bras,  that  though  the  coinc  be  faire  at  eye 
It  wolde  rather  braft  atwo  than  plie. 

For  which  here,  for  the  Wives  love  of  Bathe^ 
Whas  lif  and  al  hire  fede  God  maintene 
In  high  maiftrie,  and  ellcs  were  it  fcathe. 


%% 


THB  CLERKES  TALE, 


I  wol  with  hifty  heftt  f^ttff^  and  grene 
Say  you  a  fon^  to  gladen  you  I  we&e, 
And  let  us  ftint  of  emeftful  matere. 
Heiitneth  my  fbng,  that  faith  ib  ^%  maiia« : 

Grifiide  is  ded,  and  eke  hire  patience, 
And  both  at  ODtt  buried  in  ItaiQe, 
For  which  I  cne  in  open  audicace, 
Ko  wedded  man  fo  hardy  be  to  afliMlle 
His  wives  patience,  in  truft  to  find 
Crifildcs,  for  in  certain  hjK  ihal  fkille. 

O  Adble  wives  \  ful  of  high  prudence, 
l.et  non  huxnilitee  your  tonges  naik, 
Ne  let  no  clerk  have  caufe  or  diligence 
To  write  of  you  a  ftorie  of  (Wiche  mervaiSe 
As  of  GrifiidLs,  patitnt  and  kinde. 
Left  Chichevache  you  iWalwe  in  hire  efitmflkr 

Folweih  Ecco,  that  hokleth  li6  fitence, 
^ut  ever  anfwereth  at  the  countretaiUe  : 
Beth  not  bcdaiTcd  for  yoor  Innocence, 
But  (harply  taketh  on  yott  the'govcmaille : 
l^prcnteth  wel  jthis  idOfon  ill  ydur  ininde 


For  cottnii  ptxrfit,  (ith  it  nifty  avaflk. 

Ye  archewivcb !  ihmdcth  ay  at  dckfOffo^ 
Sin  ye  be  ftfong  as  is  a  gret  camaiUe, 
Ne  fuffreth  not  that  men  de  you  ^tifefioe. 
And  fclendre  Wtvts,  febk  ^  in  bat«ak, 
Beth  egre  as  is  a  tigre  yt>tid  ih  Inde; 
Ay  clappeth  9A  a  mill  I  yott  cocmfaille. 

lie  drede  hem  not,  dolh  hem  no  reverAce, 
For  though  tbte  hufbond  armed  be  in  mailte. 
The  arwes  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Sbal  perce  his  bre^  and  eke  his  aventaffie : 
In  jaloufie  I  rede  eke  thou  him  bmde. 
And  thou  fbah  moke  him  couche  as  doth  a  qoaillr. 

If  thou  be  faire,thcr  folk  ben  in  ptefence 
Shew  thou  thy  vifeee  and  thin  apari^Ue ; 
tf  thou  bo  fouie,  b«  filee  of  thy  cB^enee; 
To  get  thee  firrades  ay  do  thy  travaille  : 
Be  ay  of  chere  as  light  as  lefe  em  linde. 
And  let  him  care,  and  wepe^  and  wtlnge,  aod 
waille. 


THE  MA«.CHA»TE«  PReLQOUI. 
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THE  MARCHANTES  PROLOGUE. 


Wim*«  Hid  waiiitg,  tBre,«nd  other  lenrc^ 
I  htte  fnon^^  on  e«en  asd  on  Aiorwe^ 
jM  Uie  2i(I«rdaat,«od  lb  li|tre«ocher  mo 
Bit  wedded  ^eir;  i  ttvwc  i^t  k  be  £b^ 
^  For  wd  I  wot  k  £ifetfa  fo  by  me. 
f  ibve  t  wif  <be w«rfte  that  ■njrbe, 
!  FortbooghcheCeadtolureycoopledwere^ 
^  wolcte  imn  o^itrmatdu^  I  dtfe  welfvcre. 
What  ih  vide  I  ybtt  nsberie  is  ipcdal 
Hire  ii^  mfttice  f  flit  isa  ftrew  fat  aL 
Tber  it  a  kidg  and  a  Ui^  difEerence 
Setwif  Gijifildes  grete.radttice      • 
Aod  of  my  wile  the  paffiiig  cnielttt. 
Weif  1«bb<Mmdes,  all  lb  taotei  the, 
I  woUe  nerer  eft  conHen  in  the  fii^re. 
Ve  weddfid  lafeB  Mve  joforwe  mad  care ; 


Aflay  it  who  fb  wol,  and  he  Jhal  finde 
That  I  fay  Xoth,  by  Seint  Jhomas  d  Inde» 
As  for  the  more.part^  i  iay  not  alle ; 
God  ihilde  that  k  ihtOde  fo  befalle^ 

A,  good  Sire  Hofte,  I  have  ywedded  be 
Thife  monethet  two,  and  more  not  parde; 
And  yet  I  trowe  that  he  that  ?il  h^  Hf 
Wifles  hath  ben,  though  that  men  wolde  him  rife 
Into  the  herte,  ne  oouoe  in  no  mancre 
Tellen  £o  mudh  forwe  as  I  you  here 
JCoud  tellen  of  my  wives  cuiiedneile.         [bkfl<v 

Now,  4uod  our  Hoile,  Mirchant,  h  God  yo)» 
Sin  ye  fo  mochel  knowen  6i  that  vt, 
Ful  hertely  Tpray  yon  tell  us  part. 

Gladly,  quod  he,  bat  of  min  owen  fore, 
For  fory.  herte  I  tellen  mxj  no,  more. 


THE  MARCHANTES  tALE% 


Whuoh  ther  was  dweUii^  in  Lumbaidic 
Awonl^  knight*  that  bom  was  at  Pavie» 
In  which  he  lived  in  ^ptt  pro^Mirkee  i 
And  fiity  yere  a  wiflet  man  was  he. 
And  fohved  ay  his  bodily  dtHt 
Oo  women  ther  as  was  his  appetit. 
At  don  thife  fooks  that  b^iecnkrc^ 
And  vdtti  that  he  was  pa^ed  fizty  yere, 
Were  it  for  hc^tneile  or  fbr  dot^e 
lcaaa«t^in,bot  fwiehe  a  grft  eoiage 
Hadde  this  knight  to  beo  a  wedded  man^ 
That  day  and  night  he  doth  all  that  he  can 
To  efp(ai  wImt  that  he  might  wedded  be^ 
Praying  oor  i^rd  to  grapten  him  thi^  hf 
Mighte  ones  knowen  of  that  blisful  lif 
That  is  bctwiK  an  hafbood^nd  bi»  wi^ 

*  OU  lanoary  rnsnleth  youni;  lUy,  and  for  his  ; 
/^■»tcbfec^y^  a  lOul  reward,  ^'rry^ 


And  for  to  live  under  that  holy  1>ond 

With  which  God  firfie  man  and  woman  bond. 

Non  other  llf  (faid  he)  is  worth  a  bene ; 

For  wedlok  is  fo  efy  and  fo  clene 

That  In  this  world  it  is  a  paradife. 

Thus  faith  this  oide  knight  that  was  to  wile* 

And  ceruinly,  as  Toth  as  God  is  king. 
To  take  a  wif  it  is  a  glorious  thing ; 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hore. 
Than  is  a  wif  the  fruit  of  his  trdbre ; 
Than  fliuldlie  take  a  yong  wif  and  a  ?air^ 
On  which  he  might  cogendren  him  anlielr^ 
And  lede  his  lif  In  joye  and  in  (bias, 
Wheras  thife  bachelers  fingen  alas ! 
Whan  that  they  Iinde  any  adverfitee 
In  lote,  which  n'is  but  childiih  vanitee. 
Aftd  trewely  it  fit  wel  tol>c  fo 
That  ba^efcrs  have  often  peine  and  wo4 


THE   MAR€HAKT£8   TALI. 


On  brotel  ground  they  bilde,  and  brotelnelTe 

Tbcy  finden  whan  they  wenen  fikernefTc  : 

They  live  but  as  a  bird  or  a3  a  bcfte, 

In  libertee  and  under  non  arcile, 

Thcr  ara  "wedded  man  in  his  cftat 

L  \c>th  a  lif  blisful  and  ordinat, 

Uinler  the  yoke  of  manage  ^bound ; 

Wei  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  blifle  abound  : 

For  who  can  be  fo  buxom  as  a  wif  ? 

Who  is  fo  trewe  and  elcc  fo  entencif 

To  kejpc  him,  fike  and  hole,  as  is  his  make  ? 

For  wele  or  wo  ibe  ntill  him  not  f6rfake ; 

She  n'ii  not  wery  him  to  love  and  fcrve,  * 

Th<»ugh  t}iat  he  he  bedrede  til  that  he  ftcrvc. 

And  yet  fom  4:lerkea  fain  it  is  not  fo. 
Of  which  he  Thcophralt  is  on  of  tho. 
What  force  though  Thcophraft  lift  for  to  lie  ? 
Nc  tak  no  v.  if,  quod  he,  for  hufbondrie,     ' 
As  for  to  fpare  in  hou&old  thy  difpcncc  : 
A  trewe  ferViant  doth  more  diligence 
Thy  good  to  kcpe,  than  doth  thin  owcn  wif. 
For  (he  wol  claimen  half  part  al  hire  lif. 
And  If  that  thou  be  fike,  fo  God  me  favc, 
Thy  veray  frendcs  or 'a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kcpe  thee  bet  than  (he,  that  waiteth  ay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  dOn  nuny  a  day 
■*  Thiifcntence,  and  an  hundred  thingcs  wcrfc, 
Writeth  this  man,  ther  God  his  bones  curfe.      ' 
But  take  no  kepe  of  all  fwiche  vanitce ; 
DcficihlTiedphraft,  and  hcrkeneth  me., 

A  wif  is  C^oddes  yefte  vcraily ; 
All  other  maner  ycft«8  hardely. 
At  lohdes,  rentes,  pafturc,  or  commune, 
Or  mcbles,  all  ben  yeftcs  of  Fortune, 
That  pa  (Ten  as  a  &a4ow  on  the  Wall : 
But  drede  thou  not  if  plainly  fpeke  I  (hal^ 
A  wif  wol  laft  and  in  thin  hous  endure 
V-^1  kngcr  than  thee  UH  pi^rayenturc,. 

Mariage  is  a  ful  grete  facrament ; 
He  which  that  hath  no  wif  I  hold  him  (bent; 
He  liveth  hclples  and  all  defolat : 
(I  rprke  of  folk  in  fccular  eftat) 
And  hcrkneth  why,  I  fay  not  this  for  nought. 
That  woman  is  for  maniles  helpe  y  wrought : 
The  highe  God,  whan  he  had  Adam  makcd. 
And  faw  him  al  alone  belly  naked, 
God  of  his  grete  goodncffc  f^idc  than. 
Let  us  now  make  an  hclpe  unto  tliis  man 
Like  ^0  himfelf,  and  than  he  riiade  him  Eve. 

Here  nrny'ye  fee,  aniilicrcby  may  ye  prcve. 
That  a  wif  is  manneshcloc  and  hii  comfort, 
His  poradis  tcrreftre,  and  his  difport : 
So  bnx6m  and  fo  vcrtuous  h  (he. 
They  mo(^  ntdes  live  in  unitee  : 
O  flc'lh  they  ben,  and  o  flelh,  as  1  gefTe, 
Hath  but  on  hcrtc  in  wele  and  in  diHtettc 
'  A  wif  ?  a !  Seinte  Marie,  Benedicite  /      ' 
How  rriight  a  man  have  any  adveriite 
That  haffh  a  wif  ?  certcs  I  cannot  fcyc. 
The  bMe  the  which  that  ii  betwix  hem  twcyc 
Ther  may  no  tongfe  telle  or  herte  thinke. 
If  he  be  poure,  (he  helpctfa  him  to  fwinke ; 
She  kcpttfi  his  good,  and  wafteth  never  a  del ; 
All  that  hire  hu3>0Dd  doth,  hire  liketh  wel : 


She  faith  not  ones.  Nay,  whan  he  faith.  Ye  t 
Do  this,  faith  he ;  Al  rcdy.  Sire,  faith  (he. 

O  blifsful  ordre,  o  wedlok  precious! 
Thou  art  fo  mcry  and  eke  fo  vertuous. 
And  fo  conunended  and  approved  eke. 
That  every  man  that  holt  him  worth  a  leke. 
Upon  his  bare  knees  oughr  all  his' lif 
Thanken  his  God  that  him  hath  lent  a  wif. 
Or  ellcs  pray  to  God  him  for  to  fend 
A  wif  to  laft  unto  his  lives  end ; 
For  than  his  lif  is  fet  in  fikemefle. 
He  may  not  be  delved,  as  I  ^elfe, 
So  tha  he  werche  after  hfs  wives  rede; 
Than  nuy  he  boldly  beren  up  his  hede. 
They  ben  fo  trewe,  and  therwithal  fo  wife  ; 
For  which,  if  thou  wik  werchen  as  the  wi£t; 
Do  alway  (b  as  women  wol  thee  rede. 

ho  how  that  Jacob,  as  thife  clerkes  rede. 
By  good  cpnfeil  of  his  mother  Rebekke 
Bounde  the  kiddes  flcin  about  his  nekkc. 
For  which  his  fadres  b^fon  he  wan. 

Lo  Judith,  as  the  ftorie  eke  tell  can. 
By  good  confeii  (he  Goddes  pcple  kept. 
And  flow  him  Holofemes  while  he  (lept. 

Lo  Abigail,  by  good  confeil  how  (he 
Saved  hire  hulbond  Nabal,  whan  that  he 
Shuld  han  be  flain.    And  loke,  Hefter  alTo 
By  good  confeil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  peple  of  God,  and  made  him  Mardochce 
Of  Afluere  enhaafed  for  to  be. 

Ther  n*iB  no  thing  in  gree  fuperlatif 
(As  faith  Senek)  above  an  humble  wif. 
Suffer  thy  wives  tonge,  as  Caton  bit ; 
She  (hal  comnund  and  thou  (halt  fuffren  it. 
And  yet  (he  wol  obey  of  cuitelie. 

A  wif  is  keper  of  thin  hufbondrie  : 
Wel  may  the  (ike  man  bewaile  and  wepe 
Ther  as  ther  is  no  wif  the  hous  to  kepe^ 
1  warne  thee,  if  wifely  thou  wilt  werche. 
Love  wel  thy  wif,  as  Crift  loveth  his  cherche : 
if  thou  loveft  thyfelf,  love  thou  thy  wif. 
No  man  hatcth  his  fle(h,  but  in  his  lif 
He  foftret|i  jt,  and  therfore  bid  I  thee 
Cheri(h  thy  wif,  or  thou'.ihalt  never  the. 
Hufbond  and  wif,  what  fo  men  jape  or  play. 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  (iker  way : 
They  ben  fo  knit  ther  may  non  harm  betide. 
And  namely  upon  the  wives  fide. 

For  which  Aiis  January,  of  whom  I  told, 
Confidered  hath  within  his  dayes  old 
The  lufty  lif,'  the  vcrtuous  quiete. 
That  is  in  mariage  honey-fwete, 
\nd  for  his  frendes  on  i  day  he  fent 
To  tellcn  hem  th*^  effed  of  his  entent. 

With  face  fad  his  tale  he  hath  hem  told : 
He  fayde,  Frendes,  J  am  bore  and  old. 
And  almoft  (God  wot)  on  my  ^ittes  brinks. 
Upon  my  foule  (bm'what  moft  I  thinke. 
1  have  my  body  folily  difpended, 
Blelfed  be  God  that  it  (hall  bien  amended ! 
For  I  Wol  ben  certain  a  wedded  man. 
And  that  anon  in  all  the  haft  I  can. 
Unto  fom  maiden,  fbire  and  tendre  of  age, 
I  pray  you  (hapcth  for  my  mariage 
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AH  faSaifj  for  t  wol  not  abide; 
And  I  wol  foode  to  efpien  on  my  fide 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  haftUy. 
Bst  £<»*  as  moche  as  ye  bea  more  than  I, 
Ye  (hoUen  rather  fwiche  a  thinge  efpien 
Than  1,  and  wher  me  befte  were  to  allien. 

Bat  o  thing  warn  I  you,  my  frendes  dere^ 
I  wol  non  olde  wif  han  in  no  mancre ; 
She  flial  not  paflen  twenty  yere  certain : 
Old  fiih  and  yonge  fleih  wold  I  have  fain. 
Bet  is  (quod  he)  a  pike  than  a  pikerel, 
And  bet  than  old  beef  is  the  tendre  veet 
I  wol  no.woman  thirty  yere  of  age  ; 
It  is  but  beneitraw  and  gret  forage. 
And  eke  thife  olde  widewes  (God  it  wote) 
They  connen  fo  moch  craft  on  Wades  bote. 
So  mochel  broken  harm  whan  that  hem  left^ 
That  with  hem  ihold  I  never  live  in  reiL 
For  foi^dry  fcoles  maken  fnbtil  clerkes ; 
Woman  of  many  fcoles  half  a  clerk  is. 
Bot  certainly  a  yong  thing  men  may  gie, 
lUght  as  men  may  warm  wat  with  handes<  ^lie ) 
Wherfore  I  fay  you  plainly  in  a  dauCe 
1  wol  non  old  wif  ban  right  for  this  caufe. 

For  if  fo  were  I  hadde  fwiche  mefchance, 
That  I  in  hire  ne  coude  have  no  plefanq^ 
Than  (huld  I  lede  my  Uf  in  avoutrie. 
And  tt>  ftrdght  to  the  devil  whan  I  die. 
Ne  children  ihuld  I  non  upon  hire  geten ; 
Yet  were  me  lever  houndes  had  me  eten 
Than  that  min  heritage  (huldc  fall 
In  (Iraange  hondes ;  and  this  I  tell  you  all, 
I  dote  not,  I  wot  the  caufe  why 
Men  (huldeQ  wedde ;  and  furthermore  wot  I 
Ther  Ijpeketh  many  a  man  of  mariage 
That,  wot  no  more  of  it  than  wot  my  page 
For  which  cauies  a  man  (huld  take  a  wif. 
If  he  may  not  liven  chaft  his  lif, 
Take  ham  a  wif  with  gret  devotion, 
Becanfe  of  leful  procreation 
Of  children,  to  the  honour  of  God  above; 
And  not  only  fbr  paramour  or  love, 
And  for  t^y  ihulden  lechcrie  efchne. 
And  yieUAirdette  whan  that  it  is  due. 
Or  fbr  that  ecHe  of  heni  (huld  helpen  othet 
In  mefchefci  as  a  fuller  ihal  the  brother. 
And  live  in  chailitee  ful  holily. 

Bat,  Sires,  (by  your  leve)  than  am  not  I^ 
For,  ciod  be  thanked,  I  dare  make  avaunt, 
I  fcle  my  lirames  fburk  and  fuffifant 
To  don  all  that  a  man  belongetb  to : 
1  wot  myfSelven  beft  what  I  may  do. 
Though  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  doth  a  tre 
That  blofmeth  er  the  fruit  ywoxen  be ; 
The  bioimy  tre  n'is  neither  drie  ne  ded : 
1  fele  me  no  wher  hoor  but  on  my  bed : 
Min  herte  ,and  all  my  limmes  ben  as  grcne 
As  laurer  thurgh  the  yere  is  for  to  fene. 
And  fin  th^  ye  han  herd  all  min  ement, 
I  pray  you  to  my  will  ye  wolde  affenu 

Dtvcrfe  tnen  diverfely  him  told 
Of  mariage  many  eniamples  0I4 ; 
Som  blamed  it,  fom  praiied  it  certain  t 
But  atte  lafie,  fliortly  for  to  fain, 


(As  all  day  falleth  altercati6n 

Betwiaen  frcndes  and  difputifon) 

Ther  fell  a  ftrif  bctwix  his  brethren  tWO^ 

Of  which  that  on  was.cleped  Placebo, 

JuftitMis  fothly  called  was  that  other. 
Placebo  fayd,  O  January !  brother, 

Ful  litel  nede  han  ye,  my  lord  fo  dere, 

Confeil  to  aike  of  any  that  is  here, 

But  that  ye  ben  fo  ful  of  fapience 

That  you  ne  likctb  fbr  your  high  prudence 

To  wcivcn  fro  the  word  of  S;uomon ; 

This  wo|ii,  faydiie,  unto  as  cvcrich  on, 

Wcrke  allc  thing  by  confeil,  thus  fayd  he. 

And  than  ne  fhalt  tho^  not  repentcn  thee. 

But  tl)ough  that  Salomon  f^.ke  fwiche  a  word^ 

Min  owcn  dere  brother  ana  my  lar4. 

So  wifly  God  ray  foule  bringe  at  reft, 

I  hold  your  owen  confeil  is  the  beil« 

For,  brother  min,  take  of  me  this  motif, 

1  have  now  ben  a  court-man  all  my  Ixi^ 

And  God  it  wpt,  though  I  unworthy  be, 

I  have  (londeo  in  ful  gret  degree 

Abouten  Ibrdes  of  ful  high  eftat,    .  . 

Yet  ^ad  I  never  with  non  of  hem  debat ; 

I  never  hem  contraried  trewely. 

I  wot  wel  that  my  lord  can  more  than  I ; 

What  that  he  faith  I  holde  it  firme  and  flable  | 

I  fay  th^  fame,  or  elles  thing  femblablc. 

A  ful  gret  fool  is  any  co&fciliour. 
That  ferveth  any  lord  of  high  honour. 
That  dare  prefume,  or  ones  thinken  it, 

That  his  confeil  fhuld  paife  his  lordes  wit  i 
Nay,  lordes  be  no  fooles  by  my  fay.    ' 
Ye  han  yourlclven  fhewed  here  to-day 
So  high  fentence,  fo  holily,  and  wel, 

That  I  confent,  and  conBrmc  every  del 
Your  wordes  all,  and  your  opit^ioun. 
By  God  ther  n'is  no  man  in  all  this  toun, 
Ne  in  luille,  coud  bet  han  ylayd : 
Grid  hol(  him  of  this  confeil  wel  appaid* 
And  trewely  it  is  an  high  corage 
Of  ahy  man  that  fiopen  i>  in  age 
To  take  a  young  vfi£ :  by  my  fader  kill 
Your  herte  hongeth  on  a  joly  pin. 

Doth  now  in  this  matere  right  as  you  leftj 
For  finally  I  hold  it  for  the  beii. 

Juflinus,  that  ay  fUUe  fat  and  herd. 
Right, in  this  wife  he  to  Placebo  anfwcrd  > 
Now,  brother  min,  be  patient  I  pray. 
Sin  ye  han  faid,  and  h<;rkneth  what  I  fay; 

Senek,  among  his  other  wordes  wile, 
Saith  that  a  man  ought  him  right  wel  avife 
To  whom  he  yeveth  his  lond  or  his  catel : 
And  Cth  I  ought  avifcn  me  right  wel 
To  wh  m  I  yeve  my  good  away  fro  me, 
Wel  more  1  ought  avifcn  me,  parde. 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  body ;  for  alway^ 
I  warne  you  wel  it  is  no  childes  play 
T9  take  a  wif  without  aviiement. 
Men  muft  enquercn  (this  is  min  afTen!) 
Wheder  i\it  ^>e  wife  and  fobre  or  dronkelewe^ 
Or 'proud,  or  elles  other  waics  a  Ihrsw ,  % 
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A  chidefter,  (5f  a  vhttoixr  of  thy  good. 
Or  richc  or  poure,  or  cUes  a  ma  a  is  wcdA ; 
Al  be  ic  fb  that  no  man  6iidea  flial 
Hon  in  this  world  that  trolteth  hoi  in  al, 
Ke  manlne  bcfte,  fwicbe  as  men  dm  dsvtiet 
fiut  natthelM  it  ought  yoough  iuffice 
With  any  ^'Jf  if  f*  were  that  fre  had 
Mo  good  thew€s  than  hire  vices  bad : 
And  all  this  azeth  kifurc  to  enqQetf; 
For  G«4  ii  wot  1  have  wept  mxdf  a  tere 
Ful  privcly  fm  that  1  had  a  wif. 
Praife  who  fb  wol  a  wedded  mannes  Uf, 
Certain  I  ind-in  it  but  coft  aod  care. 
And  obfervances  of  aKe  bliffes  bare  ; 
Aod  yet,  God  wot,  m/  neighcbonrs  abootc^ 
And  namely  of  wMnen  many  a  routey 
Sahi  that  I  have  the  moAe  ftcdefaft  wif; 
And  eke  the  mckeft  on,  that  bereth  lif : 
But  I  wot  beft  wher  wringeth  me  my  iiov 
Ye  may  fot  me  right  as  you  liketh  do, 
Aviieth  you,  ye  ben  a  matt  of  age. 
How  that  ye  entrcn  into  marlage^ 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wif  aod  a  fiMre. 
By  him  that  made  water,  fire,  crth,  and  aire. 
The  yongeft  man  that  is  in  all  thU  r^ute 
Ii  bcfy  ynow  to  briagen  it  aboute 
Tb  ban  his  wif  atone,  trufteth  mc : 
Ye  ihul  not  pldcn  hire  fitUy  yeres  thrA ; 
This  is  to  iain,  to  don  hire  fu(  plcfiuKC  9 
A  wif  axeth  fitl  many  an  obfervance. 
I  pray  yott  that  ye  be  not  evil  appaid^ 

Wei,  ^6d  this  ^uary,  and  haft  thou  faide  ? 
Straw  for  Senek,  and  draw  for  thy  proverbes  i 
I  counte  not  a  panier  ful  of  herbes 
Of  fcole  termes :  wilcr  men  than  thou, 
As  thou  haft  herd,  aftented  hcfc  tight  mMiT 
To  my  purpos.  Placebo,  what  (aye  ye  i 

I  faye  k  ts  a  curfed  fnan,  quod  he, 
That  letteth  matrimoine  fikerly* 
And  wifh  that  word  they  riien  fodenly* 
And  ben  aflented  fully  that  he  fliolde 
Be  wedded  whan  tarn  Uft  9»d  wher  he  wolde. 

High  lantafie  and  curiotis  befioefe 
Fro  day  to  day  gaa  in  the  foule  empreffe 
Of  January  about  his  mariagc  i 
Many  a  faire  (hap  aod  many  a  fairc  vHage 
Ther  pafleth  thurgh  his  hette  night  by  night. 
As  who  {6  toke  a  mirroOr  polifli^  bright. 
And  fet  it  in  a  comune  market  place. 
Then  (huld  he  fee  many  a  figure  pace 
By  his  mirronr,  and  in  the  fame  wife 
Can  January  in  with  his  thought  dtvifc^ 
Of  maidens  which  that  dtrelten  him  befidc ; 
He  wifte  not  larhcr  that  he  nsight  abide ; 
For  if  that  on  have  beautee  in  hire  fsce, 
Another  ftont  fo  in  the  pcples  grace. 
For  hire  fadnefte  and  hirebenignitee, 
That  of  the  peple  thegreteft  vois  hath  (he : 
And  fom  were  riche  and  hadden  a  bad  name  ; 
But  natheles,  betwix  emeft  and  game, 
lie  at  the  laft  appointed  him  on  on, 
'And  let  all  other  from  his  herte  gon. 
And  checs  hire  of  his  owen  audoritee, 
Far  love  is  blind  4)  day  and  may  not  fcCi 


And  whan  that  ba  wit  mkk  bed  y^foO^ltdV 
He  purtreiedifl  hk  hate  and  io  his  thoAght 
Hire  freihe  beautee  and  hire  age  tendic. 
Hire  RU(Wd  imal,  hire  armes  long  and  fcleadrv 
Hire  wife  goTcmance,  hife  geattUefie^ 
Hire  woaanly  beriog,  and  hire  (adaefle. 

And  whan  that  he  on  hioe  vraa  coukfceadad. 
Him  thon^  hischoisit  might  not  ben  MnwnMj 
For  whan  that  he  himfeif  concluded  had. 
Him  thottghft  ochc  other  mafines  wit  Sa  M» 
That  impoffihle  it  were  to  reylie 
Again  hia  chob  i  this  was  his  festafie. 

His  frend^s  fent  he  to,  at  hiainflasoe. 
And  praied  hesm  to  do«  him  that  pieiknce 
That  haAily  tikey  wolden  to  him  come  ; 
He  wolde  shtc^e  Ur  lafaoor  all  and  fiaiMr: 
Neded  no  moec  to  hem  to  ga  ne  cide. 
He  was  appoaaiedther  he  wnlde  lAiiir 

Placebo  came,  and  ^e  ha  frendca  foiie» 
And  aMecfirft  he  bade  hem  all  a  booe. 
That  noa  of  hem  non  argnjqeatas  make 
Again  the  puipoa  that  he  hath  ytake ; 
Which  purpos  was  plcflmt  to  Ood  (&ld  h6>  ] 
And  veray  ffrousd  of  his  praipentce. 

He,  (aid  uier  waaa  maiden  in  the  tonn 
Which  that.of  beautee  hadda>gret  renona^ 
Al  were  it  fo  ike  were  o£  final  degoee  ; 
Sufficeth  him  hiie  youth  and  hire  beautee  ^ 
Which  maid  (he  &kl)  be  wold  ban  to  Ua  wt^ 
To  ledc  in  efe  and  holinefichia  li£e ; 
And  thanked  God  thafe  he  anght  han  hire  al^ 
That  p>  wight  with  his  Uafic  partoi  flmll; 
And  praied  hem  to  labour  in  this.nedc. 
And  fhapen  that  he  fiulk  not  to  %ede  : 
For  than,  he  iayd,  his  fpirit  was  at  efe  ; 
Than;  is  (quod  he)  nothing  may  ose  difpMc,. 
Save  o  thuig  prirkcth  in  oiy  conldencc,. 
The  which  1  wolceharfis  in  your  prefenctk 

I  have  (quod  he)  herd  fiud  lul  yore  ago» 
Thcr  may  no  man  has  parfite  bliftiBa  two. 
This  ia  to  (ay,  in:  erthc  and  eke  in  heiten  ; 
For  though  he  kcpe  hiui  fro  the  finpca  (evsp^ 
And  eke  from  every  branch,  of  thilLC  tree,. 
Yet  Is  ther  ie  parftt  felicitcc,  A 

And  lb  grete  cle  andhift,  in  markge. 
That  ever  1  am  agaft,  now  in  min  age, 
That  I  flial  leden  now  lb  mery  a  Hf; 
So  delicat,  withonteo  wo  or  ftri^ 
That  1  flialhan  min  kevea  in  erdie  here  9 
For  fm  that  veray  heveu  is  bought  £b  dere. 
With  tribuhdou  axtd  grct  penance, 
How  fhuld  I  than,  living  in  fWschc  pleiauce 
As  alle  wedded  laen  doa  with  hir  wives. 
Come  to  thebliiiiB  ther  Crift  etenie  ou Uvu  iaf 
This  is  my  drede,  and  ye,  my  brethren  tw«o» 
Aflbileth  me  this  qaeftioB  I  preie. 

Juftinus,  which  that  hated  hkfolie, 
Anfwerd  anon  right  in  his  japerk. 
And  foe  he  wold  his  long  take  abrege. 
He  wolde  non  auAoritee  allege. 
But  iayde.  Sire,  fo  ther  be  non  obftade 
Other  than  this,  God  of  hi*  hie  miracle. 
And  of  his  mercy,  may  fo  for  you  werche^ 
That  er  ye  have  your  rights  of  holy  ckevche 
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te  may  Hptaik  of  wtddcd  usmmics  lif. 

In  whick  jpe  £uii  tkcr  it  so  wo  tK  ftrif ; 

And  eUet  God  ibrbede  bat  if  he  fient 

A  yn^fiad  nuuD  hia  grace  him  to  repent 

Wd  often,  rather  than  a  fingk  man  : 

And  thertfaceySire,  the  heft  rede  that  I  can, 

Defpetre  you  not^httt  hasreth  in  mcmoiie 

Paraneatiire  flic  may  he  yonr  Purgatofie  f 

She  may  be  Goddca  mene  and  G^ddes  whippe, 

Tban  flial  your  f(mle  mp  unto  heren  &ipptf 

Sivifter  than  doth  an  arow  of  a  bov. 

Ihope  to  God  hereafter  ye  0ul  know 

That  ther  n*ii  ooa  fo  gret  felicity 

In  mariagt,  He  ne^er  more  &aU  be» 

That  you  Ihal  let  of  your  falyatioa. 

So  that  ye  af««  a»  ficiil  i«  and  refon^ 

The  luftca  of  your  wif  attemprely, 

Andtbatye^fe  hire  nat  to  amoratifly^ 

And  that  ye  hepe  you  eke  from  other  finne^ 

My  Tale  is  don,  for  my  wit  i«  but  thinne. 

ficth  not  agaft  hereof,  my  brother  derc« 

Bat  let  us  wadco  out  of  this  materc. 

The  Wif  of  Qaihe,  if  ye  hfOi  underftood^ 

Of  manage,  which  ye  pyw  ban  in  bond, 

Bedared  bath  fnl  W«l  In  litel  fpace. 

Farethxww  «^  Ood  ha¥e  you  in  his  grace ! 

And  with  thii  word  thi»  JuAine  and  hit  brother 
Han  take  bif  lere*  atid  eche  of  hem  of  other. 
Andwbaa  they  £iw  that  it  mulVnedetbe, 
They  wrqmgfatai  (o  hy  fieighte  and  wift  tretee 
That  ihe  thja  maldcni  which  that  M»iu«  hight, 
As  haftily  as  ever  th«t  flie  might, 
Shal  weddj)d  be  u«to  this  January. 
I  trow  it  were  to  kmg^  you  to  tary, 
if  I  you  told  of  every  Ibript  and  bond 
Bj  wbich  that  ihfl  wa»  leoffed  in  this  lond. 
Or  for  tp  rd(hen  oC  hire  rich  array* 
But,  finally,  ycQni«9  is  the  day 
That  lathe  ehirche  both  hcB  they  weat 
For  to  receive  the  holy  iaerament. 
Forth  Cometh  the  pieeft,with  fble  about  his  nckke. 
And  bade  hire  be  Ukfi  aarm  and  RehckM 
In  wiidcme  and  in  treuthe  of  mari^ge ; 
And  fiiyd  his  oriibxiB,  as  is  uiage. 
And  croidifd  hem,  and  hade  God  (hul4  hem  bkflb. 
And  made  afl  iker  ynow  with  h^inefle^ 

Thus  ben  they  wedded  with  fokmpnttee  $ 
Andattbe  fefte  fitteth  he  and  &e, 
WItb  other  worthy  folk,  upon  the  deis. 
Al  falof  joye  and  bMe  ia  the  paleis. 
And  folof  iflftfiments,  and  of  vitaiUe 
The^safte  dtltteoQtof  all  ItaiUe^ 
Befoiu  hem  ftgod  fwiche  inftruaehts  of  foun 
"Flut  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioa, 
Nc  maden  never  fwiche  a  meledie : 
At  every  conrs  in  canv  kind  minftralcie,  • 
^^  nercr  Joab  tromped  for  to  here, 
NeheTbcodomaa  yet  half  fo  clere 
At  Thebes  whan  the  citee  waa  in  doute. 
BKchasthe  win  him  flcinheth  all  aboute. 
And  Venua  langheth  iqwn  every  wi^t, 
(F<v  Jaauuv  was  become  hire  kmght. 
And  wolde  both  aflaien  his  coragQ 
»  Khcrtcc  and  ckc  in  manage) 
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And  vHth  hire  firebroftd  in  hire  hond  aboqte 
Ihnceth  before  the  bride  and  all  the  rouie* 
And  certainly  Tdare  right  wcl  fay  this, 
Ymeneus,  that  god  of  Wedding  is. 
Saw  n^ver  his  fif  fo  mery  a  wedded  man* 

Hold  thou  thy  pees,  thou  poet  Marcian, 
That  writefl  us  that  ilke  wedding  mery 
Of  hire  niilobgie  and  him  Mercuric, 
And  of  the  fonges  that  the  Mufes  ihnge  ; 
To  imal  is  both  thy  pen  and  eke  thy  tonge 
For  to  defcriven  of  this  mariage. 
Whan  tendre  Youth  hath  wedded  ftouping  Age, 
Ther  is  fwiche  mirth  that  it  may  not  be  writen  i 
AiTaieth  it  yourfelf,  than  may  y6  witen 
If  that  I  lie  or  non  in  this  mater e. 

Maius,  that  fit  with  fo  henigne  a  chere. 
Hire  to  behold  it  femed  Faerie. 
Quene  He&cf  loked  nev^  with  fwiche  an  oy« 
On  AiTuere,  fo  meke  a  look  hath  ihe. 
I  may  you  not  dcvife  all  bite  beautee ; 
But  this  moch  of  hire  beautee  tell  I  may. 
That  (he  wai  like  the  hrighte  morwe  of  Majc 
Fulfilled  of  all  beautee  and  plefance. 

This  January  is  ravifhed  in  a  trance 
At  every  time  he  loketh  in  hire  face ; 
But  in  his  hette  he  gan  hire  to  manace 
That  he  that  night  in  armes  wold  hire  fit eine 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  did  Haleine. 
But  nathelea  yet  had  he  gret  pitee 
That  thilke  night  offenden  biro  muCt  he. 
And  thought,  alasl  o  tendre  oreature ! 
Now  wolde  God  ye  mighten  wel  endure 
All  my  corgge;  it  is  fo  fiiarpe  and  kene 
I  am  agaft  ye  fhal  it  nat  fuftene  ! 
But  Qod  forbede  that  I  di<l  all  my  might ! 
Now  wplde  God  that  it  were  waxen  n%ht. 
And  that  the  night  wold  laften  ever  mo ! 
I  wold  that  all  this  peple  were  ago ! 
And,  finally,  he  doth  all  his  labour, 
As  he  heft  mighto,  faving  his  honour. 
To  hefte  him  nro  U^e  mete  in  fubtil  wile* 

TKe  time  came  that  refon  was  fib  rife. 
And  after  that  men  dance  and  drinken  h&^ 
And  Ijpices  all  about  the  hous  they  caft. 
And  ful  of  joye  and  blifle  it  every  man. 
All  but  aiquier  that  highte  Damian, 
Which  carf  befom  the  knight  ful  many  a  day  f 
He  was  fo  raviiht  on  his  I^y  May, 
That  for  the  veray  peine  he  was  nie  wood  $ 
Almoft  he  fwelt,  and  fwouned  ther  he  ftood  ; 
1^  fore  hath  Venus  hurt  hi|n  with  hire  broad  • 
As  that  ihe  bore  it  dancing  in  hire  hoad;       ^ 
And  to  his  bed  he  went  hun  haftily : 
No  more  of  him  as  at  this  time^peke  U 
But  ther  I  let  him  vrepe  yncrw  *n^  plaine. 
Til  frefhc  May  wol  rewen  ocitdi  peine. 

O  perilous  fire  that  in  thebedftrasv  hredcth ! 
O  famuler  fo  that  his  fervice  bcdeth  I 
O  fervant  traitor,  falfis  of  holy  hcwe, 
Like  to  the  nedder  in  bofom  flie  vitrcwe, 
God  flielde  us  alle  from  your  acquaintance ! 
O  January  !  dronken  in  plefiinoe 
Of  manage,  fee  how  thy  Damian,  \ 
Thin  owes  f<puer  an4  thy  b9rcn  i 
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THE  MARCHANTES  TALE. 


With  which  whaa  that  hun  Uil  he  it  aofhette ; 
And  whan  that  he  wold  pay  his  wives  dette 
In  fomer  fieibn  thider  wold  hego^ 
And  May  his  wif,  and  no  wight  bat  they  two; 
And  thinges  which  that  were  not  don  a-bedde 
He  in  the  gardin  parfourmed  hem,  and  fpcdde. 

And  in  this  wife  many  a  mery  day 
Lived  this  January  and  frelhe  May  : 
But  worldly  joye  may  not  ahvay  eikdure 
To  Januaiy  ne  to  no  creature. 

O  ibden  hap,  o  thou  "Fortune  un^kable  i 
JLike  to  the  fcorpion  £»  deccivaUe, 
That  flatreft  witl)  thy  hcd  whan  thou  woll  fting ; 
The  tayl  is  deth  thurgh  thin  eveniming. 
O  hroteljoyc !  o  fwete  poyfon  queinte ! 
O  moaftrc !  that  fofbtiUy  canft  pcinte 
Thy  giftes  under  hewe  of  ftedfaftnefle. 
That  thou  deceived  hothe  more  and  iefle, 
Why  haft  thon  January  thus  deceived, 
That  haddcft  ham  lor  thy  6il  frend  received  f 
And  now  thou  haft  bersift  htm  both  his  eyen^ 
For  forwe  of  which  defireth  he  to  dyen* 

Alas!  thisnohle  januar)(feec, 
Amidde  his  luft  and  his  profperitcc^ 
Is  waxen  blind,  and  that  al  fodcnly. 
He  wepeth  and  he  waileth  pitoufly. 
And  therwithaU  the  fire  of  jaloufie 
(Left  that  his  wif  ihuld  fall  in  Com  foht) 
So  brent  his  herte  that  he  wolde  fain 
That  fom  man  had  both  him  and  hire  yflain  | 
For  nother  alttr  his  deth  nc  in  his  lif 
Ne  wold  he  that  (he  were  nd  love  ne  wify 
But  ever  live  as  a  widewe  in  clothes  blake. 
Sole  as  the  turtle  that  hath  loft  hire  niake^ 
But  at  the  laft,  after  a  moacth  or  tway, 
His  forwe  gan  affwagen,  foth  to  fay ; 
For  whan  he  wift  it  might  non  other  be. 
He  patiently  tokc  his  ajhrcrfitee ; 
Save  out  of  doute  he  ne  may  nat  IbrgoB 
That  he  n'as  jalous  ever  more  ia  on ; 
Which  jaloufie  it  was  (b  oatrageout, 
That  neither  in  halle,  ne  in  non  other  hous^ 
Ne  in  non  other  place  never  the  mo^ 
He  n*olde  fuffrc  hi^e  for  to  ride  or  go 
idc  on  hire  :dway ; 
freflieMay, 
brenningly, 
ien  fodenly 
Or  elles  ihe  mofte  han  him  as  hire  left : 
She  waited  whan  hire  herte  wold  to-breft« 

Upon  that  other  fide  Domian 
Becomen  is  the  forwefulleft  man 
That  ever  was,  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Ne  might  ho  fpeke  a  word  to  frelhe  May, 
As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  fwiche  matere. 
But  if  that  jinuary  rouft  it  here, 
That  had  an  hand  upon  hire  evermo ; 
But  nathclcs  by  vrriting  to  and  fro. 
And  privce  fignes,  wift  he  what  ftie  ment. 
And  ihe  knew  eke  the  fin  of  his  entent. 

O  January !  \^hat  might  it  thee  availe 
Though  thou  might  feen  as  fcr  as'fluppes  fiiile  ? 
For  as  good  as  blind  to  deceived  be 
As  be  deceived  whan  a  man  may  fee. 


But  if  that  he  had 
For  which  ful 
That  loveth 
That  file  mofte  eii 


Lo  Argus,  which  that  had  an  hundred  eyea^ 
For  all  khsut  ever  he  coude  pore  or  prien. 
Yet  was  he  blent,  and,  Ood  wot,  ta  htn  mo. 
That  wenen  wifty  that  it  be  not  ib; 
Pafie  over  is  an«£e ;  i  fay  no  more. 

This  freflic  May,  of  xrbkh  I  fpake  of  yore. 
In  warm  wex  hath  cnpreoted  the  diket 
That  January  bare  of  the  (hul  wiket. 
By  which  into  his  gardia  oft  he  went. 
And  Damian,  that  knew  all  hire  entent. 
The  cliket  contrc£eted  privdy : 
Ther  n'is  Uo  more  to  £iy,  but  haftily 
Som  wonder  by  this  chkct  ftial  betide. 
Which  ye  fliul  hercn  if  yc  wol  abide. 

O  noble  Qvidel  foth  fayeft  thou,  God  vrote. 
What  fleight  is  it,  if  Low  be  long  aad  bote,* 
That  he  n*iU  find  it  out  is  fom  ma&ere  i 
By  Pyounus  aad  Thifl>e  may  man  lere ; 
Though  they  were  kept  ful  loag  and  ftreit  over  tS^ 
They  ben  accorded,  rowning  uurgh  a  virall, 
Ther  no  wight  coude  haa  fouaden  fwiche  a  fleighte* 
But  now  to  purpos.  £r  that  daios  eighte 
Were  palfcd  of  the  month  o£  JaiUbefill 
That  January  hath  caught  fo  gret  a  will»- 
Thnrgh  egg^  of  his  wif,  him  for  to  play 
In  his  g^dw,  and  no  wight  but  they  tway# 
That  in  a  morwe  unto  tlus  May  laid  he. 
Rife  up,  my  wif,  my  love,  my  lady  free ! 
The  turtles  vois  is  herd,  myn  owen  fwete ! 
The  winter  is  gon,  with  all  his  ratnes  wete. 
Come.forih  now  with  thia  eyen  cohanbinc  i 
Wei  fairer  ben  thy  brefts  than  oay  wine 
The  gardin  is  enclofed  all  ahoate ; 
Come  forth,  my  white  fpoaib,  for  oat  of  doute 
Thou  haft  me  wouaded  in  myn  herte^  o  wif  !- 
No  fpot  in  thee  n*aiL  never  in  all  thy  lif. 
Come  forth,  and  let  us  taken  our  deport; 
I  chefe  thee  for  my  wif  and  my  comfort. 

Swiche  oide  le^ed  wordes  ufod  he 
On  Damian  a  figne  made  ftie. 
That  he  ihuld  go  before  with  His  cliket« 
This  XXuniaa  luuth  opened  the  wiket. 
And  in  he  ftert,  and  that  in  fwiche  manere 
That  no  wight  might  him  fee  neyther  yhcre^- 
And  ftill  he  fit  under  a  bufii.  Anon 
This  January,  as  blind  as  is  a  (fcon. 
With  Maius  in  his  hand,  and  no  wight  mo,r 
Into  this  freibe  gardin  is  ago. 
And  dappet  to  the  wiket  fodenly. 

Now  wif,  quod  he,  here  n*is  but  thou  and- V 
That  art  the  creature  that  I  beft  love ; 
For  by  that  Lord  that  fit  in  heren  above 
I  hadde  lever  dien  on  a  knif 
Than  thee  offenden,  dere  trewe  wif. 
For  Geddes  fake  thinke  how  I  thee  cheea. 
Not  for  no*  covetiie  doutele^, 
But  only  for  the  love  I  had  to  thee. 
And  though  that  I  be  old  and  may  aot<  fee, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  and  I  wol  tell  you  why  i 
Certes  three  thinges  ihal  ye  win  therby  ; 
Firft  love  of  Crift,  and  to  yourfelf  honour. 
And  all  min  heritage,  toun  and  tour ; 
I  ycve  it  you,  maketh  chartres  as  you  left  s 
This  flial  be  doo  to^morwc  cr  Utoac  tdk^ 


tHi  MAHCilAKTES  TAit. 


Sd  vilr  ^  «4i  in^  Wi«  to  Ut0»  s 
f  pny  fMLMi  dMCOTcaaot  yc  ibc  hiS^ 
Atti  tlioagk  that  IbeJAliitt*  vilft  hm  Mv^; 
Yc  bcB  lb  depe  csfrcDlMl  m  wxf  tj^^v^t^ 
Tlut  vba»  t^«l  I  rfiiWr  p)iir  beautec, 
Aad  tkcnmb^  the  uiLlftdy  c|[k  df  inr» 
Imtjnot  ccctSHtlboligb I  fliuUk  dte» 
Forbore  ttfebea  ont  •(  your  c«mp»sn« 
For  razj  love;  tkis  m  wifetiMtca  doutt : 
I^v  kiffcBie^  wi^Mkd  let  nt  ccmm  ahoMe. 
His  £reili«  May,  wKan  flic  tItUe  vwnto  btrd,^ 

^  firft  aad  £ww«Bd  fre  bfigatt  ta  wcfit : 
1  bvrc,  fBod  Ibe*  aibiik  for  to  kcfe 
Aj  wel  as  ye^and  «lf«  mtp  bonour, 
Aai^imf  miffcdo^,  thtflie  tcndrc flonr 
Whkkibat  I  lenc  afiiitcd  ia  ywr  hood, 
Wlon  that  the  pcecd  toyoi^my  body  bond, 
Whexfbre  I  wol  aiilvere  is  thw  raanere, 
Wkh  lc3K  el  yvA^myn^onKii  lord  So  d<re. 
I  pray  to  Qod  thai  ncier  daM  that  doy- 
Tlm  1  Be  ftscYc»  aa  &mlc  aa  woman  flMy» 
ffcTcr  Id^Batemyhiathat  ihamc^ 
Or  cOea  I  CBpetre  fo  wy  iMvio 
T^lht^lfe;  andtf  Idothatlahhe, 
I^  ftnpc&aac  aadpvt  me  tii«fikkke» 
Aai  ia.  die  acxte  zivcr  do  me  dfcache  : 
I  SB  aflCBtil  woman  and  no  waiche. 


WfajfjpclDeys  thnaffautmr»hcn«fet«Qtrtii>t» 
Aaiwomeftfaaafcprcle  oCyonay  acwc 
Te  coQ  son  odier  daBaoce,  1  kve^ 
Itt  ^>ehe  ta  na  aa  of  votrnft  and  cepiwio. 

And  with  that  wocdiheiawwherDamiini 
Sat  'm  the  hoCi,  and  donghcn  &e  hmD  ; 
Aad  with  hiie  ibiger  aiigne  made&e 
That  Iranian  flmlde  cHmb  up  onatre 
That  charged  was  with  finiilC  and  np^  he  went; 
For  ^eraily  be  knew  aU  hire  eatest, 
Aad  every  figne  thatihe  condemahf^ 
Wcl  bet  than  January  her  own  mahe;, 
Forin  a  icttreflachndtoldhimaU 
Of  tfaii  matere,  how  that  1^  werksa  flall^ 
Aad  thsa  1  let  him  fitting  in  the  pery. 
And  January  and  M^  ooming  fill  mery. 

Bri^  waa  fha  day,  and  blew  the  firsament  ^ 
Kcbsf  of  gold  hia&rtsnca  doun  hath  feat 
To  ^Mfen  cioy  flour  with  his  warmnefle; 
He  waa  chat  tioK  in.  Genunii  I  gefie, 
fct  fitd  fro  hia  dccHnatifm 
Of  Caccr,  Jovea  exaltation. 
AaAibhefe&  in  that  bright  morwe  tide, 
"natin  the  gardin»  on  the  fcrther  fide, 
Pfauo  that  ia  the  King  of  Fa«-i% 
Aad  many  a  ladie  in  kb  coapagnie 
Foiaring  lua  wif^tke  Queue  Frofecpina, 
Wlach  thae  he  raYisOtoI  out  of  Etfana, 
^"Ue  thai  he  gadred  ioorea  in  the  mcdc, 
(fa  rimdiiw  ye  may  the  ftoiy  rede„ 
Kovr  that  hire  in  hitgriie^  carte  1m  fette) 
This  King  of  Faerie  adoun  him  fette 
l^  a  henche  of  turres  freihe  and  grene, 
Aad  right  anon  thus  faid  he  to  his  queue  : 

liy  w^  quod  he,  thcr  may  no  wight  fay  nsy, 
Tk  eapcncnce  fy  prcrcth  it  CTcry  day, 


The  trefon  which  thft  w^V^VMI  4^ A  ta  natt : 
Ten  hundre4  th9g4^4  Wifis  teU  I  ^f 
Notable  of  xwft  untFoiu^  a^id  brotdj\ciCe< 

O  SaVwnan!  ti^i^  oi^all  riche^c. 
Fulfilled  of  lapicsice  and  wocdly  glari^r' 
Ful  worthy  bf«  thy  wofda  t»  u^fuorie 
To  every  wight  ti^  ¥f it  and  x<fQ^  caiv 
Thus  praiMi  he  tha  hounfeae  yet  of  man; 
Apan^  a  ilynfijad  men  yet  fgod  I  on. 
But  of  all  wpUKn  fond  I  pfiftfs  noo^ 
Thus  fav«h  thia  l4ngftt)i^tJ^f^woyou4r  wiM(ed«il^: 
And  Je^^i^'-Stfaft^,  aft  I  gt&K 
He  fpeketh  of  you  but  i«lden  ra'veccDco^ 
A  wilde  firiw  a  ^rmpt  peftiVtacCf 
So  fall  upon  yav  Wief  ya^  to-uMht, 
Ne  fee  ye  not  thithonoiffahk  kwfl^  ^ 
Becaufi:,.  ahM^  (hat  h%  ia  bliu^  an4  oU 
His  owen  m^n  (hal  make  tusB^  coIi<iiM>U : 
Lo  wher  hofii^  th«  lochQur,  ip  i^e  tce^ 
Now  wol  I  flraunun  of  miy  inaidike 
Unto  thlaolde  h)M^  wuvthy  kni^^ 
That  he  (h^l  have  again  hia  eyeu  ^ght 
Whan  that  hia  wil  wol  4oQ  hSm  viUnics 
Than  ihal  he  hnoviFai  all  hire  hai Wie^ 
Both  in  r^rda  of  hive  and  otbnr  mo. 

Ye,  8ire»  q«iod  Ih-oTorpiaa,  9^  wol  j^M. 
Now  by  my  mndra  CtfCt  ioiulo  (  fwfPQ 
Thar  I  ihal  ycut  hhre  ^§1^^  aofwere^ 
And  alle  wonvn  aftor  |or  hwe  ijikH 
That  though  thty  ben  in  any  gill  y  takn 
With  face  bol4  thty  (M  keaaMve  «aicu£% 
And  beeehcm  danik  thai  vr^H^  bam  acei»fe  s 
For  lacke  of  anlHrevQ  nen  of  ua  ihu3  di«n^ 
Al  had  ye  feen  a  thing  wklgkhd^k  youc  oyei^ 
Yet  (hul  we  feTifs^  il  hatd«|y» 
And  wepe,  and  fifm*  and  dwd^lUbtiUy, 
That  ye  {hid  hon  afrUnnfod  ifi  ben  gms. 

Wluit  lekketh  um  oCynur  avdoriteca  } 
I  wote  «al  that  thiaJeW9»  this  Salomes, 
Fond  of  na woaaeft  fa^lm  mAuy  on  i 
But  though  diat  he  ne  fond  no  good  w^nwi* 
Thee  hath  yf^nden  many  an  vther  man 
Women  ful  good,  and  ttewo  and  vamianv 
Witnefle  on  hem  that  dweAtQ  in  CiiAos  hov»i. 
With  martyrdflm  they  pcevadhir  conft^iKf. 
The  Rnman  gcftfa  makfln  femembcance 
Of  .many  a  ^emy  trewe  wif  allcv 
But,  Sice,  BehenQtwfothalbeit(% 
Though  that  he  fiiid  ha  fond  no  good  woiiimi 
I  pray  you  uke  thefimtence  of  Unman ; 
He  mant  thai,  that  in  fovarein  hountoe 
N*is  non  hot  Go^  no,  nnathcr  he  ne  Ae. 

£y,  for  the  veray  Qod  thai  n'ia  hn%  on*. 
Wha^  nnakcnye  fe  mache  of  Salomon  t 
Whai  though  hn  made  a  tOBida,  Qoddea  bona  i 
What  thon^  beworeckbaaadgkriaiM? 
So  made  heoke  a  tenspla  of  fiiKegoddcat 
How  might  he  don  a  thiog  thai  aore&ihodeis  ? 
Parde  as  faire  as  ye  hia  name  emplaftre. 
He  wa^  a  lechour  and  an  idolaib*e. 
And  in  his  elde  he  veray  God  forfoke  § 
And  if  that  God  ne  hadde  (as  (aithe  the  boke) 
Spared  him  for  his  fathers  lake,  he  ibolde 
Han  loft  his  regne  rather  than  he  wolde. 


J^H  tHE   MARCH 

I  fete  nat  of  all  the  vilanie 
That  he  of  women  wrote  a  boterflie. 
1  am  a  woman ;  ncdet  mofte  I  fpeke, 
Or  fwell  unto  that  time  min  herte  breke : 
for  fin  he  faid  that  we  ben  janglereifes. 
As  ever  ihotc  I  brouken  hole  my  treflei, 
I  ibal  nat  fparen  for  no  curtefie 
To  fpeke  him  harm  that  fayth  us  Tilanie. 

Dame,  quod  this  Pluto,  be  no  lenger  wroth, 
I  ycvc  it  up  :  but  fin  I  fwore  min  oth. 
That  I  wold  graunten  him  his  fight  again. 
My  word  ihal  ftand,  that  wame  I  you  certain : 
I  am  a  king,  it  fit  me  not  to  lie. 
And  I,  quod  flie,  am^C^ene  of  Faerie. 
Hire  anfwere  flie  (hal  ban  I  undertake ; 
Let  us  no  more  wordes  of  it  make. 
Forfoth,  quod  he,  I  wol  you  not  contrary. 

Now  tet  us  turn  again  to  January, 
That  in  the  gardin  with  his  faire  May 
Sbgeth  wel  merier  than  the  popingay ; 
You  love  I  beft,  and  fiial,  and  other  non. 

So  long  abov^  the  alleycs  is  he  gon, 
Til  he  was  comen  again  to  thilke  pery 
Wher  as  this  Damian  fitteth  ful  mery 
On  high,  among  the  freflie  leves  grene. 

This  fireihe  May,  that  is  fo  bright  and  (hene, 
,  Gan  for  to  fike,  and  faid,  Alas,  my  fide  ! 
Now,  Sire,' quod  ihe,  for  ought  that  may  betide, 
I  mode  have  of  the  peres  that  I  fee. 
Or  I  moAe  die,  fo  fore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  fmale  peres  grene ; 
Help  for  hire  love  that  is  of  heven  quene. 
I  tell  yon  wel  a  woman  in  my  plit 
May  have  to  fruit  fo  gret  an  appctit. 
That  (he  may  dien  but  flie  of  it  have. 

Alas !  qnod  he;^  that  I  n*adde  here  a  knave 
That  coude  climbe  :  alas !  alas !  'quod  he) 
For  I  am  blindc.    Ye,  Sire,  no  force,  quod  (he ; 
But  wold  ye  vouchefauf,  for  Goddes  fake, 
The  pery  in  with  your  armes  for  to  take, 
(For.  wel  I  worthat  ye  miftruften  me) 
Thai)  wold  I  climben  wel  ynough;  (quod  ihe) 
So  I  my  fote  might  fetten  on  your  back. 

Certcs,  faid  he,  therin  fiial  be  no  lack. 
Might  I  you  helpen  with  min  herte  blood. 

He  ftoupeth  doun,  and  on  his  back  (he  flood. 
And  caught  hire  by  a  twift ;  and  up  ihe  goth. 
(Ladies,  I  pray  you  that  ye  be  not  wroth ; 
I  can  nat  glofe  ;  1  am  a  rude  man  :) 
And  fodenly  anon  this  Damian 
Gan  pullen  up  the  fmock,  and  in  he  throng. 

And  whan  that  Pluto  faw  this  grete  wrong. 
To  January  he  yaf  again  his  fight. 
And  made  him  fee  as  wel  as  ever  he  might ; 
And  whan  he  thus  had  caught  his  fight  again 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  fo  fain  : 
But  on  his  wif  his  thought  was  ever  mo. 
'    Up  to  the  tree  he  ca&  hiseyen  two» 


A^TES   TALE. 

And  faw  h«w  Damian  his  wife  had  dreM 

In  fwiche  manere  it  may  not  ben  czpreiled. 

But  if  1  wolde  fpeke  uncurteiily ; 

And  up  he  yaf  a  roring  and  a  cry. 

As  doth  the  mother  whan  the  child  Ihal  die : 

Out !  helpe  1  alas !  harow  !  he  gan  to  cry ; 

0  ftronge  lady  (lore,  what  doeft  thou  ? 
And  (he  anfwered.  Sire,  what  aikth  you  f 
Have  patience  and  refon  in  your  mindc, 

1  have  you  holpen  on  both  your  eyen  biinde. 
Up  penl  of  my  fonle,  I  flul  nat  lien. 

As  me  was  taught  to  helpen  with  your  eyetf 
Was  nothing  better  for  to  make  >ou  fee 
Than  (bogle  with  a  man  upon  a  tree : 
God  wot,  I  did  it  in  fill  good  entent. 

Strogle !  quod  he ;  ye,  algate  in  it  went. 
Gode  yeve  you  both  on  ihames  deth  to  dien; 
He  fwived  thee,  I  iaw  it  with  min  eyen. 
And  elles  be  I  honged  by  the  halfe. 

Than  is,  quod  (he,  my  medicine  al  faUe; 
For  certainly  if  that  ye  mighten  fee. 
Ye  wold  not  fay  thife  wordes  unto  me. 
Ye  have  fom  glimfing,  and  no  parfit  ilgfat. 

I  fee,  quod  he,  as  wel  as  ever  I  might 
(Thanked  be  God)  with  both  min  eyen  two. 
And  by  my  fdth  me  thought  he  did  thee  to. 

Ye  mafe,  ye  maien,  good  Sire,  quod  ihe; 
This  thank  have  I  for  I  have  made  you  (ei : 
Alas !  quod  ihe,  that  ever  I  was  io  kind. 

Now  Dame,  quod  he,  let  al  paile  out  of  mind  s 
Come  doun,  my  lefe,  and  if  I  have  miilaid, 
God  helpe  me  fo  as  I  am  evil  appaid  : 
But  By  my  fadres  foule  I  wende  have  iein 
How  that  this  Damian  had  by  thee  Iein, 
And  that  thy  taodk  had  Iein  upon  his  brefl. 

Ye,  Sire,  quod  ihe,  ye  may  wene  as  you  left : 
But,  Sire,  a  man  that  weketh  of  his  flepe. 
He  may  not  fodenly  wel  taken  kepe 
Upon  a  thing,  ne  feen  it  parfitly. 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  veraily  : 
Right  fo  a  man  that  lang  hath  blind  ybe. 
He  may  not  fodenly  fo  wel  yfee, 
Firil  whan  his  fight  is  newe  comen  agein. 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  yfein. 
Til  that  your  fight  yfateled  be  a  while, 
Ther  nuy  ful  many  a  fighte  youbegile. 
Beware,  I  pray  you,  for  by  heven  King 
Ful  many  a  man  weneth  to  fee  a  thing. 
And  it  is  all  another  than  it  femeth  : 
He  which  that  mifconceiveth  oft  mifdemeth. 

Ahd  with  that  word  (he  lep  doun  do  the  tree. 
This  January  who  is  glad  but  he  ? 
He  kififeth  hire  aili  •.Uppeth  hire  ful  oft. 
And  on  hire  wombe  he  (broketh  hire  ful  foft, 
And  tohis.paleis  home  he  hath  hire  lad. 
Now,  goode  men,  I  pray  you  to  be  glad. 

Thus  endeth  here  my  Tale  of  Januarie ; 
God  blcife  us,  and  his  moder  Seinte  Marie ! 
4    - 
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Bt  God4ct  mercy,  fayde  onre  Hofte  tho, 
Kow  fwiche  a  wif  1  preie  God  kepe  |ne  fro. 
Lo,  fwkhe  flcightet  and  fnbtilitees 
In  women  ben ;  for  ay  as  befy  as  bees' 
Ben  they  us  fely  men  for  to  deceive, 
And  from  a  foche  wol  they  ever  weive : 
By  this  Marchantes  Tale  it  preveth  weL 
Bat  oathcles,  as  trewe  as  any  ftele 
I  have  a  wif,  though  that  (he  poure  be, 
B«t  of  hire  tonge  a  labbing  ihrewe  is  (he ; 
AxmI  yet  ihe  hath  an  hq>e  of  vices  mo. 
Tbezof  no  force ;  let  all  fwiche  thinges  go. 
^ut  wete  ye  vrhat  ?  in  confeil  be  it  feyde. 
Me  rcwcA  fore  I  am  unto  hire  tcyde  j 
For  and  I  (hnlde  rekene  every  vice 
Whkh  that  ihe  hathi  ywb  I  were  to  nice; 


And  caufe  why,  it  (hulde  reported  be 
And  told  to  hire  of  fom  of  this  compagnie, 
(Of  whom  it  nedeth^ot  for  to  declare. 
Sin  women  connen  utter  fwiche  chafifare) 
And  eke  my  wit  fufficeth  not  therto 
To  tellen  aU ;  wherfore  my  Tale  is  do. 

Squier,  come  ner,  if  it  yotire  wille  be. 
And  fay  fomwhat  of  love,  for  certes  ye 
Conneh  theron  as  moche  as  any  man. 
Nay,  Sire,  quod  he,  but  fwiche  thingf  asl  cai 
With  hertly  wille,  for  I  wol  not  rebelle 
Agein  your  luft,  a  Tale  wol  I  telle. 
Have  me  excufed  if  I  fpeke  amis : 
My  wille  is  good ;  and  lo,  my  Tale  is  this. 


THE  SQUIERES  TALE* 


At  Saira,  ia  the  lond  of  Tartarie, 
Thcr  dif  elt  a  king  that  werreied  Ruflie, 
Thurgh  which  ther  died  many  a  doughty  man. 
This  Doble  king  was  deped  Cambufean, 
Which  in  his  time  was  of  fo  gret  renouh. 
That  ther  n*as  no  wher  in  no  regioun 


•  The  King  of  Araba  <<Bfidith  to  CamtMifcan  Kiae  of  8ar- 
n  a  hotfe  and  a  fword  of  rate  qualite,  and  to  hi*  daufthtcr 
a  gUfs  sod  a  ring,  by  the  virtue  whereof  ibc  un- 
letn  Che  language  of  all  fowte*.     Much  of  thi« 


Talc  is  citbcr  loft  or  dk  ocfcr  fiottbed  by  Ohauccr, 


So  excellent  a  lorde  in  alle  thing ;  "^ 

Him  lacked  nought  that  longetn  to  a  king. 

As  of  the  fede  of  which  that  he  was  borne. 

He  kept  his  lay  to  which  he  was  yfwome, 

And  therto  he  was  hardy,  wife,  and  riche. 

And  pitous  and  juft,  and  alway  yliche, 

Trewe  of  his  word,benigne  and  honourable^ 

Of  his  corage  as  any  centre  iUble, 

Yong,  freih,  and  ftrong,  in  annes  deiirous, 

As  any  bacheler  of  all  his  hous. 

A  faire  perfon  he  was  and  fortunate, 

And  kept  alway  fo  wel  real  eftat, 
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That  ther  ii*as  no  wher  fwiche  another  man. 

This  noUe  king,  this  Tartre  Cambnfcan, 
Hadde  two  fones  by  Elfeta  his  wif, 
Of  which  the  eldeft  fone  higfate  Algariify 
That  other  was  ycleped  CanibaUo. 

A  doughter  had  this  worthy  king  alfo. 
That  yongcft  was,  and  highte  Canace  : 
Bat-far^ouUMi  yevaUWcb«»«itM 
It  lith  not  in  my  tonge  ne  in  my  conning ; 
I  dare  not  undertake  fo  high  a  thing : 
Min  Engliih  eke  is  infufBcient ; 
It  mufte  ben  a  rethor  excellent, 
That  coude  fiis  colours  longing  for  that  artg 
If  he  fliuld  hire  defcriTen  ony  ^ ait : 
I  am  non  fwiche ;  I  moteifoife  as  I  •^mk 

And  fo  befel  that  whan  this  Cambnfcan 
Hath  twenty  winter  borne  his  diademe, 
Ashe  was  wont  fro  yere  to  yere  I  deme, 
He  let  the  fefte  of  liis«atiTk«e 
Don  cricn  thtti£<hoat$aFra  bit  citcc 
The  hh  idusof  March  a^tcr  the  yeroi. 

Phebvs  tht  foone  ful  joiif  was  and  4ere, 
Fer  he  was  nigh  his  «Bakttion 
In  Martes  faoc,  an4  in  his  aaanfion 
In  Aries,  the  cokrike  4ioie  %iie  < 
Ful  lufty  was  the  wether  andbenignq^ 
For  which  the  (ovles  again  (he  foone  (kemt  i 
What  iat  the  Mm  aw^  %be  yoiige  grcoc 
Ful  londe  S0tkguk  hir  MAAkm : 
Hem  femed  han  ^ttn  heA  iiroteftms 
Again  the  fwerd  «f  wiMer  kene  tad  <iold. 

This  CmaMan^  •f  whkh  I  kaife  you  told^ 
In  real  Teftiments,  lit  on  his  deis ' 
With  diademe,  fill  high  in  paleis. 
And  holt  his  fefte  fo  folempne  and  fo  riche^ 
That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  non  it  liche. 
Of  which  if  I  {hall  tellen  all  the  array, 
Than  wold  it  occupie  a  fomers  day; 
And  eke  it  nedeth  jiot  for  to  devife 
At  every  conrs  the  order  of  hir  fervicc : 
I  wol  not  tellen  of  hir  Jlrange  lewes. 
Me  of  hir  fwannes  ne  hir  heronfewes ; 
£ke  in  that  lond,  as  tellen  knightes  old, 
Ther  b  fom  mete  that  is  fnl  deintee  hold. 
That  in  his  lond  men  recche  of  it  fnl  fmal^ 
Ther  n'is  no  man  that  nuy  rcporten  aL 
I  wol  not  tarien  you,  for  it  isf  riihe, 
And  for  it  is  no  fruit,  but  bile  of  time  ; 
Unto  my  porpos  I  wol  have  recours. 

And  fo  befeUe,  that  after  the  thridde  cours. 
While  that  this  king  Ik  thus  m  his  ooble/^ 
perking  Jus  minvftrattcs  Kir  thinges  pky, 
Befonie  1^  at  his  bond  deliciotfSy, 
In  at  ikt  iuUe  doic  al  ibdenly 
Ther  came*  knight  m>on  a  ftede  4f  Kra^ 
jAnd  in  1iish<KndaWod  ^auroJtr  of  ^las; 
Upon  kfsthombe  he  had  of  gold  a  ^ing^ 
And  "by  his  fide  a  naked  fwerd  hanging  ; 
And  tip  herideth  to  the  highe  bor4. 
In  all  the  halle  ne  was  ther  ^oke  a  wor4 
For  mervaille  of  4his  ;kmght<$  iiim  to  -behoM 
Ful  bcfily  they  waiun  jongand  okL 

This  ftrange  knight  that  come  this  todenly, 
Al  amed  faye  his  ^ed  ful  ricM^i 


Salueth  king  and  qrtiene,  and  brdes  alle^ 
By  order  as  they  Uten  in  the  halle. 
With  fo  high  reverence  and  obfervance, 
As  wel  in  Ipeche  as  in  his  contenance. 
That  Gawain  with  his  olde  curtefie, 
Though  he  were  come  agen  out  of  Faerie^ 
Ne  coude  him  not  amenden  with  a  word  ; 
Aad  after  this  bciiom  the  highe  bord 
He  with  a  manly  vois  fayd  his  meflagr* 
After  the  forme  ufed  in  his  langage, 
Withouten  vice  of  fillable  or  of  letter : 
And  for  his  tde  flinlde  feme  the  better^ 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  hischere. 
As  techeth  art  of  fpeche  hem  that  it  lere. 
Ad  ^  k  that  i  oanfiot  foune  his  ftile. 
Me  cannot  climben  over  fo  high  a  (tile. 
Yet  fay  I  this,  as  to  comun  entent, 
Thus  much  amounteth  all  that  ever  he  ment» 
If  it  fo  be  that  I  have  it  in  mind. 

He  (ayd,  The  ^ing  of  Arabic  and  otlndcg 
My  liege  Lord,  on  this  folem|»ne  day, 
Salueth  you  as  he  beft  can  and  may. 
And  fendeth  you.  In  iionour  of  youf  fefte. 
By  me,  that  am  al  rcdy  at  yaur  licfte. 
This  ftedc  of  bras,  that  tfily  and  wd 
Can  in  the  fpace  of  a  day  naturd 
(This  is  to  fa(jrn,  in  ibuT'Ond-twenty  hpnr^ 
Wher  fo  you  lifk,  in  drought  or  eDes  lhouret| 
Beren  your  bodv  into  every  place 
To  which  your  hertc  wiUeth  For  to  pace, 
Withouten  wenune  dT  you  thur^  f oule  or  &ift;f 
Or  if  you  lift  lo  flecn  as  high  in  the  airt 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  himliftf 
This  fame  ftede  (hal  here  vou  evermore, 
Withouten  harme,  till  ye  be  ther  you  left,     . 
(Though  that  ye  flepen  on  his  back  or  reft) 
And  tume  again  with  writhing  of  a  pin ; 
He  that  it  wrought  he  coude  many  a  gin  ; 
He  waited  many  a  conftellatioo 
Or  he  had  don  this  operation, 
Andluiew  ful  many  aipte  ani  inanyaljomf. 

This  mlrrour  eke  that  t  have  in  min  bond 
Hath  fwiche  a  might  that  men  may  in  it  fc(^ 
Whan  ther  ihal  fule  ony  adverfitee 
Unto  your  regne  or  to  yotorfelf  alfo, 
And  openly  who  is  your  friend  or  fb ; 
And  over  dl  tH^  If  my  Uuly  bright 
Hath  4it  hire  "hcfte  oh  any  maner  wight. 
If  he  be  falfe,  fhe  (hall  his  trefon  fee. 
His  newe  love,  and  all  his  fubtiltee^ 
60  openly,  that  ther  ihal  nothing  hide. 

Wherfore  again  this  lufty  Toiiier  tide 
This  mirrour  and  this  ring,  that  yc  may  ft, 
He  hath  fern  to  my  <Lady  Canace, 
Your  exceUcnte  doi\gh^r  that  is  ^ef  ft. 

The  vertue  of  this  ring.  If  yc  wol  hert. 
Is  this,  that  If  hm:  lift  it  for  to  were 
Upon  hire  thombe,  or  in  hire  purfe  it  bene, 
Ther  is  noibule  that  fleeth  under  iteyen 
That  fhe  ne  ftal  wel  vnderftond  hts  fteves, 
An4  kao^  his  mening  bpenty  andiAainei 
Asid  •niyftrtidm  in  his  laoipge  again  ( 
And  every  gras  that  groweth  upon  rote 
She  i|tal  eke  )»0W|  smd  wfnom  i|  wol  do  l^ot^ 


THE  SQUItRES  TALE. 


Pi 


Afl1>e  Ms  woqpdci-iieivtr  fo  depe  and  wide.  l 

This  naked  fwerd,  that  hangeth  hy  my  fide, 
Swicbe  vertve  loth,  that  what  man  that  h  ijoake, 
That^faoltt  hiaarraiite  it  wol  kervc  and  bite. 
Were  it  as  thick*  at  is  a  braonched  •ke  { 
And  what  man  thtt  it  woimded  with  the  ftrokc 
Shal  never  be  bole,  til  that  you  hft  of  gtaoe 
To  firoken  him  with  the  |>iatte  in  thilkeplact 
Ther  he  is  hnrt ;  this  is  as  mnch  to  iiun 
YcnofeeB  With  the  piatte  fwcrd  mgain 
Stroken  him  in  the  wowid  and  it  wol  deft. 
This  is  thfc  veray  ibth  withoBtdl  giofe : 
It  billrtfa  not  ndiile  it  isin  yoor  hold. 

And  whan  this  kni^  hath  t^  his  tik  told 
He  rSdedi  oat  of  halle,  and  doua  he  litfbt. 
His  fiede,  which  that  Ihone  as  fonnebrighty 
Staot  in  the  court  as  ftxHe  as  any  ihm. 
This  kni^t  is  toids  chambrc  ladde  anon. 
And  is  unanned,  and  to  the  mete  yfttte. 
Thifc  prdents  ben  in)  richclich  yfettc. 
This  is  to  fain,  the  iwerd  and  the  mirrottr, 
And  borne  anon  into  the  highetoor 
With  certain  officers  ordained  tberfort ; 
And  onto  Canace  the  ring  is  bote 
Solenpndy,  ther  Ibcte  at  die  tabic. 
But  fikcrly,  withouten  any  fable. 
The  hors  of  bns,  that  may  not  be  remued, 
h.  ftam  as  it  were  to  die  croond  yglaed  : 
Tber  may  no  man  out  oTthe  phce  U  drive 
For  noQ  engine  of  windaa  or  polive  : 
And  caofe  why,  for  they  coo  not  the  craft, 
And  theHbre  in  the  place  they  ban  it  Ult 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taught  hem  the  manere 
To  Toiden  him,  as  ye  flial  after  here. 

Oret  was  the  prees  that  (warmed  to  and  fro 
To  gaoren  on  tnis  hors  that  ftondeth  fo ; 
For  it  to  high  was,  and  io  brodand  long. 
So  wel  proportioned  for  to  be  ftrong. 
Right  as  it  were  a  ftede  of  Lumbardic, 
Thcrwith  fo  horfly  and  lb  quick  of  eye 
As  it  agcntil  Poileis  coorfer  were; 
For  ccrtes  fro  his  tayl  onto  his  ere 
Nature  no  art  ne  cond  him  not  amend 
In  DO  degree,  as  all  the  peple  wend. 

Bat  evermore  hir  moAe  wonder  was 
How  that  it  coude  gon  and  was  of  bms  : 
It  was  of  Faerie,  as  the  peple  frmed : 
Divcrle  folk  diverfrly  ban  demed  : 
As  may  beds  as  many  wittes  ben. 
They  mwmored  as  da$h  a  fwarmt  of  b«eti| 
And  maden  ikilles  after  hir  lantafies^ 
Rcheriing,  of  the  tAAe  poetries. 
And  £iyd  it  was  yh'ke  the  ^egafee^ 
The  hors  that  hadde  winges  for  to  ioe. 
Or  elks  it  was  the  Orekcs  hors  Sinon, 
That  broughu  Troye  to  dcftmdHon, 
As  men  mmm  fai  cUfe  olde  |^ftes  rede, 

Min  bene  (qnod  on)  is  evermore  in  drede  $ 
I  trow  Com  men  of  armes  ben  therin, 
fliat  ihafHB  hem  this  citee  for  to  Win  : 
It  were  right  good  that  al  fwicKe  thing  were  know. 
Another  rowwed  to  hi»  fcltw  low, 
And  layd.  Ho  iieth,  for  it  is  rather  like 
An  apporwce  yniade  by  £mb:  m32!k«, 


As  jogelours  plaicn  at  diife  £eftesgit«e. 

Of  fondry  doutes  thus  they  jangle  and  drete. 

As  lewcd  peple  demea  ceoNmly 

Of  thinges  that  ben  made  more  ibbtilly 

Than  they  can  in  hir  lewedneiie  compneheode  ft 

They  demen  gladly  to  the  badder  en^ 

And  fom  of  hem  wondred  on  th^  minw 
That  bom  was  op  in  to  the  maifter  tour. 
How  men  migfalie  in  it  fwiche  diinges  fee. 

Another  aiUwered  and  fayd.  It  might  we}  be 
Naturelly  by  compofitions 
Of  angles  and  (lie  reflexions; 
And  £ide  that  in  Rome  was  fwiche  on. 
They  fyckc  of  AQiascB  and  Vitellon^ 
And  Axiilotle,  that  writcn  in  hir  Kves 
Of  queinte  mirronrs  and  of  prolipedives. 
As  knowen  tbey  that  ban  hir  bookes  herd. 

And  other  Mk  ban  wondred  on  thefweM 
That  wolde  percen  thurvhoot  every  things 
And  feU  in  fpcche  of  Telephus  the  king. 
And  of  Achilles  for  his  queinte  %ere. 
For  he  coude  with  it  botbe  htle  and  dore. 
Right  in  fwiche  wife  as  men  flia^  with  the  fwcul 
Of  which  right  now  ye  have  yourfehren  herd* 
They  fpekcn  of  fondry  barding  of  metaU, 
And  fpeken  of  medicines  tkerwithafl. 
And  how  and  whan  it  fliuki  yharded  be. 
Which  is  unkaow  algates  unto  me. 

Tho  fpcken  they  of  Canaccts  ring. 
And  faiden  all  that  fviriche  a  wonder  thing 
Of  crafr  of  ringes  herd  they  never  non. 
Save  that  he  Moiles  and  King  Salemflb 
Hadden  a  name  of  conning  in  fwiche  art. 
Thus  lain  the  peple,  and  £awen  hem  apart« 

But  natheles  fom  faiden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  nuiken  of  frrae  alhen  glas, 
And  yet  is  glas  nought  like  aihen  of  feme  ; 
But  for  they  ban  yknowen  it  £o  feme, 
Therfore  cefrth  hir  jangling  and  hir  wonder. 

As  fore  wondren  fom  on  caufe  of  thonder. 
On  cbbe  and  flood,  on  goflbmer  and  on  nadft. 
And  on  all  thing  til  that  the  caufe  is  wift. 

Thus  janglen  they,  and  demen  and  devifie. 
Til  that  the  king  g»i  fro  his  bord  arife, 

Phebus  hath  Icfr  the  angle  meridional. 
And  yet  afcending  was  the  befte  real, 
The  gentil  Leon,  wkh  his  Aldrian, 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  king,  this  Cambulhai, 
Rofe  from  his  bord,  ther  as  he  (at  ful  hie  : 
Befome  him  goth  die  loude  minftfalcie. 
Til  he  come  to  lus  chambre  of  parements, 
Ther  as  they  Ibvndcn  divers  inilruments. 
That  it  is  like  an  heven  for  to  here. 

Now  dauficen  lul^y  Venus  childm 'dei«^ 
For  in  the  iFifli  hir  lady  (kt  ful  hie. 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  frendly  eye. 

This  noble  king  is  let  upon  his  trone. 
This  ftraunge  knight  is  fet  to  him  fol  fone. 
And  on  thie  dauhce  he  goch  With  Canace, 

Here  is  the  rtfvdl  and  the  jolitee 
That  is  not  able  a  doll  man  to  devife : 
He  muft  ban  knoWen  Love  and  his  fervift^ 
And  ben  a  felltich  man,  as  frelh  as  May, 
That  fiiO!4e  you  dcvifon  ftridic  array. 


THE   ^QUIERES   TALE. 


Who  coude  teUen  you  the  fonne  of  dauncet 
So  uncouth,  and  fo  frelhe  contenaunces, 
Swiche  fubtil  lokings  and  diifimuliags, 
For  drcd  of  jalous  mcnncs  apperccivings? 
No  man  but  Launcelot,  and  he  is  ded ; 
Therforc  I  pafie  over  all  this  luftyhcd ; 
I  fky  no  more,  but  in  this  joUncfle 
1  kte  hem  til  men  to  the  fouper  hem  drcfle. 

The  fteward  bit  the  fpiccs  for  to  hie, 
And  eke  the  win,  in  all  thi«  melodie ; 
The  ufhcrs  and  the  fquierie  ben  gon. 
The  fpiccs  and  the  win  is  come  anon  : 
They  etc  and  drinke,  and  whan  this  had  an  end 
UDto  the  temple,  as  rcfon  was,  they  wend  : 
The  fcrvice  don,  they  foupen  all  by  day. 

What  nedeth  you  rchcrfen  hir  array  ? 
Echc  man  wot  wel  that  at  a  kingcs  fed 
Is  plentec  to  the  moft  and  to  the  left. 
And  dcintees  mo  than  ben  in  my  knowing. 

At  after  fouper  goth  this  noble  king 
To  fcen  this  hers  of  bras,  with  all  a  route 
Of  lordcs  and  of  ladies  him  aboutc. 
Si^he  wondring  was  ther  on  this  hors  of  brat. 
That  fin  the  grct  alTcge  of  Trq^e  was 
Thcr  as  men  wondred  on  an  hors  alfo, 
Ne  was  thcr  fwiche  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
Bat,  finally,  the  king  afkcth  the  knight 
The  vertue  of  this  courfcr  and  the  might. 
And  praied  him  to  tell  his  govemaunce. 

This  hors  anon  gan  for  to  trip  and  daunce. 
Whan  that  the  knight  laid  hond  up  on  his  rein» 
And  faide,  Sire,  ther  n*it  no  more  to  fain. 
But  whan  you  lift  to  riden  any  where 
Ye  moten  trill  a  pin  ftant  in  his  ere, 
Which  I  flial  tellen  you  betwixt  us  two. 
Ye  moten  nempne  him  to  what  place  alfo. 
Or  to  what  contree  that  you  lift  to  ride. 

And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  you  lift  abide, 
Bidhim  defcend,  and  trill  another  pin, 
(For  therin  lieth  the  cffeSt  of  all  the  gin) 
And  he  wol  doun  defcend  and  don  your  will. 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  abiden  ftill ; 
Thoogh  all  the  world  had  the  contrary  fwore. 
He  {hal  not  thennes  be  drawe  ne  be  bore  : 
Or  if  you  lift  tobidlum  thennes  gon, 
Trille  this  pin,  and  he  wol  vanifii  anon 
Out  of  the  fight  of  every  maner  wight. 
And  come  agen,  be  it  by  day  or  night. 
Whan  that  you  lift  to  depen  him  again 
In  fwiche  a  guife  at  I  fhal  to  you  fain 
Betwixen  you  and  me,  and  that  ful  fone. 
Bide  whan  you  lift,  ther  n*is  no  more  to  done. 

Enfourmed  whan  the  king  was  of  the  knight. 
And  bath  conceived  in  his  wit  ariglit 
The  maner  and  the  forme  of  all  this  thing, 
Ful  glad  and  blith  this  noble  doughty  king 
Repaireth  to  his  revel  as  befome. 
The  hridel  is  in  to  the  tour  yborne. 
And  kept  among  his  jewels  lefc  and  dere  : 
The  hors  vanilht,  I  n*ot  in  what  manere, 
Out  of  hir  fight,  ye  get  no  more  of  me  : 
But  thus  1  Icte  in  luft  and  jolitee 
This  Cambufean  his  lordcs  fefteying 
Til  that  wc(  nigh  the  day  begao  to  ^ring. 


Partfeeutiia, 


The  norice  of  digeftion,  thp  flepe, 
Gan  on 'hem  winke,  and  bad  hem  taken  kepe 
That  mochel  drinke  and  labour  wol  have  reft. 
And  with  a  gaiping  mouth  hem  all  he  keft. 
And  faid,  that  it  was  time  to  lie  adoun. 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominatioun  : 
Cheriftieth  blood,  natures  fread,  quod  he. 

They  thanken  him  gaiping,  by  two,  by  three  ; 
And  every  wight  gan  drawe  him  to  his  reft. 
As  flepe  hem  bade ;  they  toke  it  for  the  bcft. 

Hir  dremes  (hal  not  now  be  told  for  me  ; 
Ful  were  hir  hedes  of  fnmofitee. 
That  caufeth  dreme,  of  which  ther  is  no  charge : 
They  flepen  till  that  it  was  prime  large. 
The  mofte  part,  but  it  were  Canace ; 
She  was  ful  mcfurable,  as  women  be ; 
For  of  hire  father  had  flie  take  hire  Icve  * 

To  gon  to  reft  fone  after  it  was  eve  ; 
Here  lifte  not  appalled  for  to  be. 
Nor  on  the  morwe  unfeftliche  for  to  fee. 
And  flept  hire  firfte  flepe,  and  than  awoke  : 
For  fwiche  a  joy  flie  in  hire  herte  toke 
Both  of  hire  queinte  ring  and  of  hire  mirrour. 
That  twenty  time  flie  chaunged  hire  colour. 
And  in  hire  flepe  right  for  the  impreflioa 
Of  hire  mirrour  flie  had  a  vifion ; 
Whcrfore  or  that  the  fonne  gan  up  gKde 
She  clepeth  upon  hire  maiftreiTc  hire  befide. 
And  faide  that  hire  lufte  for  to  arife. 

Thife  olde  women  that  ben  gladly  wife. 
At  is  hire  maiftreife,  anfweid  hire  anoa. 
And  faid,  Madam,  whider  wol  ye  gon 
Thus  eriy  ?  for  the  folk  ben  all  in  reft. 

I  wol,  quod  flie,  arifen  (for  me  left 
No  longer  for  to  flepe)  and  walken  aboute. 

Hire  maiftrefle  clepeth  women  a  gret  route. 
And  up  they  rifen  wel  a  ten  or  twelve ; 
Up  rifeth  freflie  Canape  hirefi:lve, 
As  rody  and  bright  as  the  yonge  fonne 
That  in  the  Ram  is  Coure  degrees  yronnc ; 
No  higher  was  he  whan  flie  redy  was; 
And  forth  flie  walketh  efily  a  pas. 
Arrayed  after  the  lufty  fefon  fote 
Lightcly  for  to  playe,  knd  walken  on  fote. 
Nought  but  with  five  or  fixe  of  hire  meinie. 
And  in  a  trenche  forth  in  the  park  goth  flie. 

The  vapour  which  that  fro  the  erthe  glode 
Maketh  the  fonne  to  fehie  rody  and  brode ; 
But  natheles  it  was  fo  faire  a  fight 
T^t  it  made  all  hir  hertes  for  to  light. 
What  for  the  fcfon  and  the  morwening. 
And  for  t^e  fou}es  that  flie  herde  fmg. 
For  right  anon  flie  wifte  what, they  ment 
Right  by  hir  fong,  and  knew  al  hir  entent. 

The  knotte  why  that  every  tale  is  tolde. 
If  it  be  taried  til  the  luft  be  colde 
Of  hem  that  ban  it  herkened  after  yore. 
The  favour  paifeth  ever  lengcr  the  more 
For  fulfunmefle  of  the  prolixitee ; 
And  by  that  fame  refon  thinketh  me 
1  fliuld  unto  the  knotte  condefcende. 
And  ma^Lcn  of  hire  waUdng  fipnc  ap  esdfi* 


Atcndit  a  tree  for-diy,  as  white  as  chalk. 
As  Caaace  was  playing  in  hire  walk, 
Thcr  fac  a  &iicon  over  hire  hed  ftil  hie 
Tluit  wich  a  pxtous  Toisfb  gan  co  crie. 
That  all  the  wood  refonned  of  hire  crj, 
And  betcn  had  hirefelf  fo  pitCMifly 
With  both  hire  winges  til  the  rede  blood 
Ran  endelong  the  tree  ther  as  ihe  flood ; 
And  ercr  in  on  ahray  ihe  cried  and  ihright, 
And  with  hire  bek  hirefehren  (he  fo  twight, 
That  ther  n*is  tigre  ne  no  cmel  beft 
That  dweUeth  whet  in  wood  or  in  foreft 
That  n*olde  han  wept,  if  that  he  wepen  conde. 
For  ibrwe  «f  hire,  ihe  ihright  alway  fo  londe. 

For  ther  was  never  yet  no  man  on  Irte, 
If  that  he  coude  a  £gtucon  wel  defcrive. 
That  berde  of  fwiche  another  of  fayrenetfe 
As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  gentileife 
Of  ihape,  of  all  that  might  yrekened  be  s 
A  fatkcoo  peregrine  iemcd  (he  ' 
Of  frcmde  lond,  and  ever  as  ihe  ilood 
She  fwoBDed  now  and  now  for  lack  of  blood. 
Til  wel  neigh  is  (he  fallen  fro  the  tree. 

Thia  hire  kingcs  donghter  Canace, 
That  on  hare  fin«r  bare  the  ^neinte  ring, 
Tfaurgfa  which  ihe  underilood  wel  every  thing 
That  any  foule  may  in  his  ieden  iain. 
And  ooude  anfwere  him  in  his  Ieden  again, 
Hath  nnderilonden  what  this  faucon  feyd. 
And  vrel  neigh  for  the  routhe  almoil  ihe  deyd } 
And  to  the  tree  ihe  goth  ful  haiUly, 
And  on  this  faucon  loketh  pitouily. 
And  held  hire  lap  abrode,  for  wel  ihe  wiil 
The  Cancon  muile  &llen  from  the  twiSt 
\irhaD  that  ihe  fwouned  next,  for  faute  of  blood* 
A  looge  while  to  waiten  hire  ihe  ftood. 
Til  at  the  U&,  ihe  fpake  in  this  manere 
Unto  the  bank,  as  ye  ihul  afte^  here  i 

What  is  the  caoie,  if  it  be  for  to  tell. 
That  ye  ben  in  this  fiirial  peine  of  hell  f 
QwmI  Canace  unto  this  hauk  above ; 
is  this  for  ibrwe  of  deth  or  loiTe  of  love  ? 
For  as  1  trow  thiie  be  the  caufes  two 
That  cauiitn  moil  a  gentil  herte  wo. 
Of  other  harme  it  nedeth  not  to  fpdce, 
For  ye  youiielf  upon  yooHSelf  awrcke, 
"Which  prcveth  wel  that  other  ire  or  drede 
Mote  ben  cnchefon  of  your  cruel  dcde. 
Sin  that  I  fe  non  other  wight  you  chace. 
For  the  love  of  Ood  as  doth  vourfclvcn  grace  3 
Or  what  may  be  your  helpe  r  for  weft  nc  cSk 
Ne  iaw  I  never  cr  now  no  brid  ne  beft 
That  ferde  with  himfelf  ib  pitouily. 
Ye  fl(C  me  with  your  ibrwe  veraily, 
1  have  of  you  fo  gret  compaiTiottn. 
For  Goddea  love  come  fro  the  tree  adoufli 
And  aa  I  am  a  kinges  donghter  trewe, 
If  that  I  veraOy  thie  caufes  knewe 
Of  your  diiefe,  if  it  by  in  my  might 
I  wold  amend  it  or  that  it  were  night. 
As  vrifly  help  me  the  gret  God  of  kind  | 
/knd  berhea  mal  1  right  ynough  yfind 
To  hekn  withyoux  burtes  haftily. 

The  ihright  this  iaucon  yet  more  piCduily 
Than  ever  ihe  did,,and  feH  to  gf  ound  anoO| 
And  Uth  afwonne  as  dcd  at  lithftftaa. 


Til  Cauace  hath  in  hire  lappe  hii^  takd 
Unto  that  time  ihe  gan  of  iwoune  awake^ 
And  after  that  ihe  out  of  fwoune  abraide 
Right  in  hire  haukes  Ieden  thus  ihe  fayde  i 

That  pitee  renneth  fone  in  gentil  herti 
(Feling  his  iimiiitude  in  peines  finerte) 
Is  proved  alle  day,  as  men  may  fee 
As  Wel  by  werke  as  by  andoritee. 
For  gentil  herte  kithcth  gentillefle. 
I  fee  wel  that  ye  have  oil  my  diftreifd 
Compaifion,  my  faire  Canace^ 
Of  veray  womanly  benignitee 
That  Natulv  in  your  principles  hath  fit* 
But  for  non  hope  for  to  iare  the  bet. 
But  for  to  obey  unto  your  herte  free. 
And  for  to  maken  other  yware  by  me. 
As  by  the  whelpe  chaftiied  is  the  Icon, 
Right  for  that  caufe  and  that  condufion^    ^ 
While  that  I  have  a  leiier  ^d  a  fpacc, 
Min  harme  I  wol  confeflen  ef  I  pace. 
And  ever  while  that  on  hire  forwe  told 
That  other  wept  as  ihe  to  water  wold. 
Til  that  the  faucon  bad  hire  to  be  ftill. 
And  with  a  iike  right  thus  ihe  faid  hire  till  f 

Ther  1  was  bred  (alas  that  ilke  day !) 
And  foftred  in  a  roche  of  marble  gray 
So  tendrely,  that  nothing  ailed  me ; 
I  ne  wift  not  what  was  adveriitee 
Til  I  coud  flee  full  high  under  the  ikie^ 

Tho*dwelled  a  tcrcelet  me  fafte  by 
That  iemed  wcUe  of  alle  gentUleiTe, 
Al  were  he  ful  of  trefon  and  falfenefle. 
It  was  fo  wrapped  under  humble  ohere. 
And  under  hew  of  trouth  in  fwiche  manei^i 
Under  pleiaocc,  and  under  befy  peide^ 
That  no  wight  coud  have  wend  he  coud^feinfj 
So  depe  in  gteyn  he  died  his  coloures. 
Right  as  a  ferpent  hideth  him  under  flonreti 
Til  he  may  fee  his  time  for  to  bite^ 
Right  fo  this  god  of  Loves  hypocrite 
Doth  fo  his  ceremonies  and  obeifadcei 
And  kepeth  in  femblaurtt  alle  his  obfefvancd 
That  foutteth  unto  gentillcflfc  of  k)ve. 
As  on  a  tombe  is  aU  the  faite  above, 
And  under  is  the  corps,  fwiche  as  ye  Wote, 
Swiche  was  this  hypocrite  both  cold  and  hotc< 
And  in  this  wife  he  ferved  his  entcnt. 
That  fave  th«  fend  non  wiilc  what  he  mentf 
Til  he  fo  long  had  Weped  and  coniplained. 
And  many  a  yere  his  ferVice  to  me  fained, 
Til  that  min  herte,  to  pitots  and  to  tiice, 
Al  innocent  of  his  crowned  malice, 
For-fered  of  his  deth,  as  thoughtc  me. 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  feutetee 
Graunted  him  love  on  this  Conditldun^ 
That  evermo  min  honour  and  renonia 
Were  faved,  both  privcc  and  ajpert ; 
This  is  to  fiiy,  that  after  his  deiert 
I  yave  him  aU  min  herte  and  all  my  tbotigMt# 
(God  Wote  and  he  that  other  vraycs  nought) 
And  toke  his  herte  itl  chaunge  of  miti  for  ay« 
But  foth  is  iVid,  gon  fithen  is  many  a  day 
A  trewe  Wight  and  t  thecf  thinken  not  on« 
And  whan  he  iaw  the  thing  fo  fcr  ygotf| 
That  I  had  granted  him  fully  my  love, 
in  fwicbfr*  gnifc  as  Ihatciaid  ab©vt| 
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And  yevcn  him  my  trtwcficrte  ats  free 
As  he  fwore  that  he  yaf  his  herte  to  me, 
Anon  this  tigre,  ful  of  doublenefTe, 
Fell  on  his  knees  with  fo  gret  humblciTe, 
With  fo  high  rererenqc,  as  by  his  chcrc. 
So  like  a  gentil  lover  of  manere, 
So  raviihed,  as  it  femed,  for  the  joye. 
That  never  Jafon  nc  Paris  of  Troye» 
Jafon!  certes  ne  never  other  man- 
8in  Lamech  was,  that  alderfirft  began  > 

To  loven  two,  as  writen  folk  bcfomty 
Ne  never  Athen  the  firft  man  was  boroc, 
Ne  coude  man  by  twenty  tboofand  part 
Contrefete  the  fophimes  oF  hi^  art, 
Ne  were  worthy  to  unbocle  his  galoche, 
Ther  doubleneife  of  faining  (hukl  apprpcbe^ 
Ne  coude  fo  thanke  a  wight  as  he  did  me. 
His  maner  was  an  heven  for  to  fee 
To  any  woman,  were  i^e  never  fo  wife. 
So  painted  he  and  k^mpt  at  point  devife 
9  As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  contenance  : 

And  I  fo  loved  him  for  his  obeifance. 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  demed  in  his  hcrte^ 
1'hat  if /o  were  that  any  thing  him  imerte, 
Al  were  it  Qcver  fo  lite,  and  I  it  wift, 
Me  thought  I  feh  deth  at  myn  herte  twift. 
And,  ihortly,  lb  ferforth  this  thing  is  went^ 
That  my  will  was  his  wiJles  inft^nient; 
This  is  to  fay^  my  will  obeied  his  will 
In  alle  thing,  as  £cr  as  refon  fill, 
Keping  the  boundes  of  my  woribip  ever  : 
Ne  never  had  I  thing  fo  left  ne  lever 
As  him,  God  wot,  ne  never  (bal  no  mo. 

This  laileth  lenger  than  a  yere  or  two# 
That  I  tuppofcd  of  him  nought  but  good : 
But,  finally,  tlius  at  the  lail  it  flood. 
That  Fortune  wojdc  that  he  muAc  twin 
Out  of  that  place  which  that  \  was  in. 
Wher  me  was  wo  it  is  no  qncilioQ  ; 
I  cannot  make  o^  it  defcription  » 
For  o  thing  dare  I  tcUen  bc^dely, 
I  knoM^what  Is  the  peine  of  dcth  thcrby, 
Swiche  harme  I  felt,  (or  he  ne  might  b^leV^. 

So  on  a  day  of  me  he  toke  his  leve, 
So  forweful  eke,  that  I  wend  veraily 
That  he  had  feh  as  mochel  harme  ar  I, 
Whan  that  I  herd  him  fpeke  and  £aw  his  faewe  i 
But  natheles  I  thought  he  was  fo  tre  we. 
And  eke  that  he  repaircn  fhuld  again 
Within  a  ^tel  while,  foth  for  to  fain. 
And  refon  wold  eke  that  he  mufte  go 
For  his  honour,  su  often  happeth  fo,' 
That  I  made  venue  of  neccflitee. 
And  toke  it  wel  fm  that  it  muft^  be. 
As  I  beil  might  i  hid  fro  him  my  ibrwe, 
And  toke  hin\by  the  bond,  Scint  John  to  borwe. 
And  faid  him  thus,  Ix>,  I  am  youres  all^ 
Beth  fwiche  as  I  have  ben  to  you  and  ihall* 

Whathc  anfwcrd  it  nedcth  not  reherfe ; 
Who  c^p  lay  bet  than  he,  who  can  do  Weife  ? 
Whan  hp  hath  al  wel  (aid  than  hath  ho  done; 
Therfore  behoveth  him  a  ful  long  fpone 
That  ihal  ete  with  a  fend ;  thus  herd  I  fay« 

So  at  the  laft  he  muftc  forth  his  way ; 
Whan  forth  he  flccth,  til  he  come  ther  him  leiL 
Whao  it  caxnc  hin  t9  parpotfor  to  icA^ 


ERES  rALt* 

I  trow  that  he  had  thilke  text  in  vaiaif 

That  alle  thinff  repairing  t^  his  kind 

Gladeth  himielf ;  thus  &n  men  as  I  gdTe  : 

Men  loven  of  propre  kind  oewefiuigeiBeire, 

As  briddes  don  that  naon  in  cageafede  > 

For  though  thou  night  add  day  take  of  hem  hede^ 

And  ftrew'hir  cage  faire  and  (oft  atfilke. 

And  give  hem  fngre,  bony,  bred,  and  milkr. 

Yet  right  anon  as  that  his^lorci  is  up 

He  with  his  feet  wol  fpumen  dopn  his  cap» 

And  to  the  wood  he  wol  aad  wormeaetc. 

So  newe6u|gtl  bea  they  of  hir  mete. 

And  loveo  novekeet  of  pr^pfe  kind ; 

No  gentilleffe  tff  blood  ne  may  hem  bind. 

So  fer4  this  tercekt,  alas  «he  day ! 
Though  he  were  gentil  borne,  and  £reih,and  gay. 
And  goodly  for  to  fees,  and  hiimhk,  and  free. 
He  faw  upon  a  time  a  kite  flee. 
And  fodei^y  he  k»v«d  this  kite  fo 
That  all  his  love  is  depe  from  me  tgo^ 
And  hath  his  trouthe  f alCed  in  this  wi£r^ 
Thus  bath  Che  kiu  my  love  ifi  hire  fervice* 
And  I  am  lorn  withoutea  remedy. 

And  with  t|iaC  word  this  fiuicon  gas  to  erf. 
And  fwouneth  eft  in  Canacees  barme. 
Gret  vras  the  forwe  for  tbM  haukes  harme 
That  Canace  ^d  all  hire  WOmipB  made ; 
They  n*yUn  how  they  might  the  faacon  glade  s 
But  Canace  borne  ber«th.hir6  in  hire  lap. 
And  Ibftcly  in  phUbesgan  hire  wrap 
Ther  as  (he  with  hir  bck  had  hurt  hirefelve« 

Now  cannot  Cattace  buf  herbes  delve 
Oat  of  the  ground^  aad  makes  (klves  newe 
Of  herbes  pttecious  and  fiat  of  hewe 
To'helen  with  this  hank :  fro  day  to  night 
She  doth  hxrfi  beflnefle  and  all  hire  mig^ 
And  by  hire-heddes  bed  (he  made  a  mew. 
And  covered  k  with  velouettes  blew. 
In  figne  of  trouth  that  is  in  woman  fene. 
And  all  without  the  mew  is  pdnted  grcne^ 
In  which  were  peintedall  thifc  falfe  fouies^ 
As  ben  thife  tidifea,!  tercelettes,  and  owlcfy 
And  pies,  on  heoa  for  to  cry  and  chide, 
^ght  for  dcfpit  were  peinted  hem  befide. 

Thus  lete  \  Quitct  hire  hattk  keping : 
I  wol  no  more  at  now  fpeke  of  hire  ring« 
Til  it  come  efi  to  pwpoi  for  to  fain. 
How  that  this  fattcon  gat  hire  love  again 
Repentant, as  the  ftory  telleth  us. 
By  mediation  of  Camballus, 
The  kiages  fone,of  which  Aat  Iroa  told; 
But  hennesforth  I  wol  my  procefie  hold 
To  fpeke  of  avestaret  and  of  balailles. 
That  yet  was  never  herd  (b  gret  mervaiUca* 

Firft  wol  I  teilcn  you  of  a  Cambu£aan, 
That  in  hit' time  many  a  citee  wan ; 
And  after  wo)  1  fp^;e  of  Algarfil^ 
How  that  he  vran  Theodora  to  his  wif. 
For  whom  ful  oft  in  ^et  peril  he  was» 
Ke  had  he  bep  holpen  by  the  hors  of  bras  ^ 
And  after  ^o\  I  fpeke  of  CambaUo, 
That  fought  in  liftes  with  the  brethren  two 
For  Canace,  er  that  he  might  hirewinae. 
And  thcr*I  left  I  wol  again  beginne. 
•        •         •        ♦''•'^^        •        • 
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Iv  £utlk,^qiuer,  thou  kail  tliee  wd  yqnlt. 

Ana  gentifly :  I  preiTc  wd  thy  wit, 

QSod  the  Frankelein.  Coalid^iDg  thin  youthe 

So  £efiqgl7  thou  fpckea.  Sire,  I  alone  the 

As  to  my  tiome  ther  is  non  that  U  here 

Of  eloquence  that  fhal  be  thy  pcre 

Ifthit  yob  live:  God  yeve  thee  gooic  chailcfc. 

And  in  veitue  fend  thee  continuance. 

For  of  thy  fpdung  I  have  gret  deintcc, 

I  have  a  fone,  and  by  the  Trinitee 

tt  were  me  lewer  than  twentypound  worth  lond^ 

Thoi^  it  right  now  were  fallen  in  my  bond. 

He  were  a  man  of  fwiche  dilbretion 

Af  that  ye  ben.  Fie  on  polfei&oti 

But  tf  a  man  be  yertuons  withal ! 

I  have  my  fone  fnibbed  and  yet  ihal. 

For  he  to  Tertue  lifteth  not  to  entend. 

Bit  for  to  tlay  at  dit  and  to  difpend. 

And  lele  all  that  he  hath,  is  his  uiage ; 

And  he  had  lever  talken  with  a  page 

Than  to  commune  with  anv^entil  wight 

Ther  he  might  leren  gentilleiTe  aright. 

Straw  for  your  gcnulleife !  quod  our  Hofte* 
What  ?  ^rankelem,  parde,  Sire,  wel  thou  woil 
That  edie  of  you  mote  tellcn  at  the  left 
A  Tale  or  two,  or  brcken  his  behcft. 
That  know  I  wel.  Sire,  quod  the  Frankelein : 
1  pray  yon  baveth  me  not  in  diiditin 


Though  i  to  this  man  fpeke  A  Word  of  twc& 

Tell  on  thy  Tale  withouteik  wordes  mo. 

Gladly,  Sire  Hofte,  quod  he,  X  wol  obey 
Unto  your  will :  now  hcrkdntth  what  I  iey  s 
I  wol  you  not  contrarten  in  ho  wife. 
As  f«r  as  that  my  wittes  may  fuffice. 
Ipray  to  God  that  it  may  plefen  yott« 
^Tiian  wot  1  wel  that  is  gobd  ynow. 

Thife  olde  gentil  Bretdfts  in  hir  dayet 
Of  diverfe  aventures  maden^layes 
Rimeyed  in  hir  firfte  Bretod  tonge. 
Which  layes  §iirith.hire  isftrnments  they  foogei 
Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  ple£uice. 
And  on  of  hem  ha^e  I  iH  remembfance. 
Which  I  (hali  (ayn  with  good  wille  as  I  cam 

But,  Sires,  becaufe  1  am  a  borel  man. 
At  nay  beginning  firft  I  you  befeche 
Have  me  ezcufed  of  my  rude  fpeche  : 
I  lemed  never  rhetorike  certain ; 
Thing  th^t  I  fpeke  it  mote  be  bare  and  plain  : 
I  flept  never  on  the  Mount  of  Pemafo, 
Ne  lemed  Marcus  TuUius  Cicero. 
Coburs  ne  know  I  non,  withouten  drede. 
But  fwiche  colours  as  growen  in  the  mede. 
Or  elles  fwiche  as  men  die  with  or  peinte  i 
Colours  of  rhetorike  ben  to  me  queinte ; 
My  fpirit  feleth  not  of  fwiche  matere  : 
But  if  you  IvAt  my  Tala  (hul  ye  here. 


THE  FRANKELEINES  TALE* 


Iv  Arniorike,that  called  is  Breti^gtte, 
Ther  was  a  knight  that  loyed  and  &d  his  peine 
Toferve  a  ladie  in  his  befte  wife, 
Andmany  abbour,  many  a  gret  empri^ 
He  for  fiis  lady  wrought  or  me  w^re  womte. 
For  file  was  on  the  birtfi  under  fonne, 

'  *  AnceBut*  after  OMCbtelNHir  and  coft  bellowed  to  t»!rt 
tftekwc  oTDortgen.  anpthcr  itisn*f  wife*  It  content  in  the 
cBtf,  throLitll  tM  eofld  dealing  of  Htx  and  h^r  hufband, 
to  lofie  both  bU  Uboor  and  coft.  The  fcope  of  thH  T  te 
wQDeth  to  be  a  co&tcntkm  of  coorteiy*  Vrry, 


And  eke  therto  comen  of  fo  high  ^nrede 
That  wel  unnetbes  durft  this  knight  for  dredfe 
Tell  hirp  his  wo,  his  peine,  and  his  difbefie : 
But  at  the  laft  (he  for  his  worthineife. 
And  namely  for  his  mekeobeyfcliee. 
Hath  fwiche  a  pitee  caught  of  his  pentncty 
That  prively  flie  fell  of  his  accofd 
To  take  hi^  for  hire  huibond  and  hire  lord, 
(Of  fwiche  lordfhip  as  mei\Jian  over  hir  wives) 
And, for  to l«de  th«  more  in  bHlft  hir  Jivts, 
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Of  hit  free  will  he  fwore  hire  a«  a  knight 

Tliat  never  ii>  all  his  lif  he  day  ne  oight 

Ke  ihulde  take  upon  him  no  maiilrie 

Again»hire  will,  ne  kithe  hir   jaloufie. 

But  hire  obeyra^^d  folwe  hire  will  in  al» 

As  any  lover  to  his  lady  flial, 

Save  that  the  name  of  loveraTnetee, 

That  wold  he  han  for  fhame  of  his  degree. 

She  thonked  him,  and  with  fill  gret  humbleCe 

She  faide.  Sire,  fin  of  your  gentUlelTc 

Ye  profren  me  to  have  fo  large  a  reine, 

Ne  wolde  God  never  betwi*  os  twcioe, 

As  in  my  gilt,  were  either  werre  or  ilrif  r 

Sire,  I  wol  be  your  humble  trewe  wif» 

Have  here  niy  troath,  till  that  myn  hevte  brefle. 

Thus  beir  tkey  both  in  quiete  and  in  refte.^ 

For  o  thing,  Sires,  faufly  dare  I  fcie, 
That  fimdes  everich  other  muft  obete. 
If  they  wol  long  holden*  compagnic  ; 
Love  wol  not  be  codftreined  by  maiftrie  t 
Whan  maifb-ie  cometh,  the  god  df  JLove  anonr 
Beteth  his  wingcs^  and,  farcwel,  he  if  gon^ 
JLove  is  a  thing  a»any  fpiriffree.' 
Wonaen  of  knid  defiren  Kbcrtee,. 
And  not  to  be  conilreined  as  a  throT; 
And  fo  don  men,  if  ft^hly  ffay  Aal. 
Lolie,.wiM  diat  it  moil  paticat  in  love 
He  is  at  his  avantagraU  above. 
Patience  is-  an  high  vcrtae  ceruin. 
For  it^qaiibeth,a8  thife  clerkesfanr* 
Thinges  that  rigour  never  (hulde  atteine. 
For  every  word  men  may  not  chidcor  pletnc.^ 
Lerncth  to  fiiffrcn,  or,  fty  mote  f  gon, 
Yc  ftiul  it  Icrne  whether  ye  wolor  non  ; 
For  in  this  world  certain  no  wight  thqr  '» 
That  he  ne  doth  or  fayth  fomtimeamis* 
Ire,  fiknelTe,  or  conftellation. 
Win,  wcyor  changing*  of  complexiony 
Caufeth'ful  oft  to  don  amis  orfpcken  : 
On  every  wrong  a  man  raay  not  be  wrekes. 
After  the  time  mnft  be  temperance 
To  every^  wight  that  can  of  governance  : 
And  therforc  hatfi  this  worthy  wife  knight 
(To  liven  in  efe)  fuffrance  hire  behight. 
And  (he  to  him  ful  wiily  gan  to  fwere 
That  never  (huld  ther  be  defaute  in  herc# 

Here  may  men  feen  an  humble  wife  accord ; 
Thwt  hath  (he  take  hire  fcrvant  and  hire  losd^ 
Servant  in  love  and  lord  in  mariage. 
Than  vns  he  both  in  lordfbip  and  fervage  f 
Servage !  nay,  but  in  lordihip  al  above^ 
Sin  he  hath  both  his  lady  and  his  love  ; 
His  lady  certes,  and  hi8.wif  alfo. 
The  which  tha&  law  of  love  aecordbthrto. 
And  whan  he  was  in  this  profperitee 
Home  with  his  wtf  he  goth  to  his  contree» 
Wot  fcr  fro  Penmark,.thcr  histlwetting  vra% 
Wher  as  he  liveth  in  bliffe  and  in  folate 

Who  coude  telle,  but  he  had  wedded  be. 
The  ]oye,  the  efe,  and  the  pro^ritee 
That  is  bctwix  an  huibond  and  his  wif  f 
A  vcre  a&d-more  lafteth  thtsblsful  lif,. 
Til  that  this  knight»  of  wh^ch  I  fpake  of  thns. 
That  of  Caimid  was  cleped  Arvirogus, 
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Shope  him  to  gon  and  dwelle  a  yore  cr  twauflp 
In  £nglclond,that  depcd  was  eke  Bretaigne, 
To  feke  in  armcs  woHhip  and  honour, 
(For  all  his  luft  he  fet  in  fwiche  Ubov;) 
And  dwelte  ther  two  ycrc :  the  book  faith  thnf- 

Now  wot  I  ftint  of  this  Arviragus, 
And  fpeke  I  wol  of  Dorigene  his  wif. 
That  lovcth  hire  hufbond  as  hire  hertcs  lif. 
For  his  abfence  wepelh  (he  and  fiketh. 
As  don  thife  noble  wives  whan  hem  liketh  : 
She  mometh,  waketh,  wailcth,  faftcth,  pleineth  t 
Efcfir  of  his  prcfence  hire  fodiftrainedi. 
That  all  this  wide  world  (he  fet  at  nought. 
Hire  frcfldes,  which  that  knew  hire  bevy  thought, 
Comforten  hire  in  all  that  ever  they  may  ;. 
I  hey  prechen  hire,  they  telle  hire  nlight  and  day 
That  caufeles  (he  (leth  hirefelf,  alasf 
Anrf  every  comfort  poifible  in  this  caa 
They  don  to  hire  with  all  hire  beCnciTe, 
Al  for  to  make  hire  leve  hire  hevineiTe. 

By  proceiTc,^  yc  knowen  everich  on. 
Men  mowe  fo  longe  graven  in  a  floa 
Til  fom  figure  therin  emprented  be  : 
So  long  ban  they  comforted  hire  til  (he 
Received  hath,  by  hope  and  by  refon. 
The  emprenting  of  Wr  confolation, 
Thurgh  which  hire  grete  forwe  gut  aiTuage  : 
She  may  not  alway  duren  in  fwiJie  rage. 
And  eke  Arviragus,  in  all  this  care,, 
Hath  fent  his  lettres  home  of  his  welfare. 
And  that  he  wol  come  ha(HIy  again. 
Or  elles  had  thfs  forwe  hire  herte  flain. 

Hire  frendes  (Uw  hire  forwe  gan  to  flake. 
And  preiden  hire  on  knees,  for  Goddes  (akc» 
To  come  and  remen  in  hir  compagnie. 
Away  to  driven  hire  darkc  fantaf^  i 
And,  finally,  (he  granted  that  requeft. 
For  wel  (he  fow  that  it  was  for  the  bcft. 

Nbw  flood  hire  caftel  fafte  by  the  fee,. 
And  often  with  hire  frcndes  walked  (he. 
Hire  to  difporten  on  the  bank  an  hie, 
Wher  as  (he  many  a  (hip  and  barge  (le 
Sailing  hir  cours  wher  as  hem  li(E  to  go  ? 
But  than  was  that  a  parcel  of  hire  wo. 
For  to  hirefelf  ^1  oft,  alas  f  faid  (he. 
Is  ther  no  (hip,  of  fo  many  as  I  fee, 
Wol  bringcn  home  n\y>lord  ?  than  were  my  herte- 
Al  wariihcd  of  his  bitter  peices  fmerte. 

Another  time  wold  (he  fit  and  thinke. 
And  call  hire  eyen  dounward  fro  the  brmke  ; 
But  whan  (he  faw  the  g^fly  rockes  blake. 
For  veray  fere  fo  wold  hire  herte  quake 
That  OD  bioc  fact  flie  might  hire  not  fufiene  : 
Than  wold  (he  fit  adoim  upon  the  grene. 
And  pitoufly  into  the  fee  behold. 
And  fay  right  thus,  with  careful  fikes  cold  : 

Eteme  Cod!  that  thurgh  thy  purveance 
Ledeft  this  world  by  certain  governance. 
In  idel,  as  men  fain,  ye  nothing  make  : 
But,  LordF  thife  grifly  fendly  rockes  blake. 
That  fcmen  rather  a  foulc  eonfufion 
Of  wcrk  than  any  fairc  creation 
Of  fwiche  a  parfit  wife  God  and  (lable. 
Why  lian  ye  wrought  this  ^erk  unrcfonablcl 
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Iftt^y  tir»«  wcfk  north,  fboth,  ne  weft,  nc  eft, 
Tber  B*u  yfoftred  man,  ne  brid»  ne  beft : 
It  doth  no  good  to  my  wit«  but  anoyctb. 
See  ye  nclt,  Lord!  how  mankind  it  deftroyeth  i 
An  hundred  thouiand  bodies  of  mankind 
Hu  tockcft  ftain,  al  be  they  not  in  mind. 
Which  nunkind  is  To  faire  part  of  tl\y  werk. 
Thou  made  it  like  to  thyn  owcn  mer^ 
Than,  fcmcth  it,  ye  had  a  gret  chcrtcc 
Toward  mankind ;  but  how  than  may  it  be 
That  ye  fwichc  menes  make  it  to  dcftroyen. 
Which  mcnea  don  no^ood,  but  ever  anoyen  ? 

1  wote  wel  clerkes  wol  fain  as  hem  left, 
£7  arguments,  that  all  is  for  the  beft. 
Though  I  ne  can  the  caufes  nought  yknow; 
But  fmlke  God  ths^  made  the  wind  to  blow 
As  kepe  my  lord ;  this  is  my  concluiion  ; 
To  dcrkes  lete  I  all  difputilbn : 
But  wolde  God  that  all  thifc  rockes  blake 
Were  fonken  intohellc  for  his  fake-: 
Thifc  rockes  lice  mm  herte  for  the  fere 
Thus  Wold  (he  fay  with  many  apitous  tcrc 

Hire  fyendes  faw  that  it  was  no  dl^ort 
To  romen  by  the  fee,  but  difcomfort« 
And  (hape  horn  -for  to  jdaicn  fomwher  ellcs. 
They  leden  hire  byrive^and  by  welles. 
And  eke  in  other  places  delltable; 
They  dancen,  and  they  play  at  chesand  tablet. 
So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morwc  tide, 
fJ&to  a  gardin  that  was  ther  beiidc. 
In  which  that  they  bad  made  hir  ordinance 
Of  TitalUe  and  of  otlicrpurveance, 
Theygon  and  plaie  hem  all  the  longe  day; 
And  this  WAS  on  tlic  fixte  morwe  of  May, 
Which  May  had  pcintcd  with  hisfoftc  ihouret 
This  garden  ful  oif  leves  and  of  floures  i 
And  craft  of  mannes  hoiid  lb  curioufljr 
Arrayed  had  this  gardin  trewely, 
That  never  was<cher  gardin  of  fwichc  pris, 
&tifit  were  the  veray  Paradls. 
The  odour  oFfloures  and  the  freihe  fight 
Wold  hia  ymaked  any  herte  li^ht 
Tiat  ever  was  born,  bat  if  to  grct  fikcnciTc 
Or  to  gret  Ibrwc  held  it  in  diftrcflc. 
So  ta\  it  was  of 'bcauteeuMad  plcfance. 

And  aiter  dinner  gomRi  they  to  dance 
And  fing  alfo,lauf  Dorigcne  alone. 
Which  made  sdway  hire  complaint  and  hire  mone. 
For  flie  ne  few  him  on  the  dance  go 
That  was  hire  hufbond  aad  hire  love  alfo : 
Bit  natbdes  tke  muft  a  time  abide. 
And  with  good  hope  let  hireXorw*  flidr. 

Upon  this  dance,  amonges  other  mcn« 
I^ced  a  fqnier  before  Dwigen 
That  h-dhcr  was  and  jolicr  of  array. 
As  to  my  dome,  than  is  the  month  of  May. 
He  iingcth^'danceth,  palling  any  man 
That  is  or  was  fin  that  the  world  began ;  ^ 
Therwith  he  was,' if  men  (huld  him  cSfcrivc, 
On  of  the  beftc  laiing  men  on  live ; 
Yorg,  ftrong,  and  vcrtuou.sandrichc,and  wife, 
.\nd  wcl  beloved,  und  holdcn  iu  gr^t  prill*. 
And,  (hortly,  if  the  foth  I  tcllcn  ftal, 
l^z^ci^^  of  th^Dorigtne  at  al, 


This  lufty  fquier,  fervant^io  Veoos, 
Which  that  ycleped  was  Aurelius, 
Had  loved  hire  beft  of  any  creature 
Two  yerc  and  more,  as  was  hit  aventure. 
But  never  dorft  he  tell  hire  his  grevance? 
Withouten  c^p  he  dranke  aU  his  .penance. 
He  was  difpeired  ;  nothing'dorft  he  fay, 
Sauf  in  his  fonges  fomewhat  wold  he  wr^f 
His  wo,  as  in  a  general  complajniog; 
He  iaid  he  loved  and  was  beloved  nothing. 
Of  fwiche  matere  made  he  many  layes, 
-Songes,  complaintes,  roundels,  virelay«t;; 
How  that  he  dorfte  not  his  for^K  tdle. 
But  languiflieth  as  doth  a  Fuoie  in  helle; 
And  die  he  muft,he  faid,  as  didJScco 
For'NarcilTus,  that  dorft  not  tell  hire  wo* 

In  other  manner  than  ye  here  me  (ay 
Ne  dorft  he  not  to  Jiirehis  wo  bewray, 
Sauf  that  paraventure  fomtime  at  dance|| 
Ther  yonge  folk  kepen  hir  obfervancea. 
It  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hire'face 
In  fwiche  a  wife  as  man  (hal  axcth  ^race ; 
But  nothing  wifte  flie  of  his  entent. 
Nathelefs  it  h^pened  or  they  thennes  wen^ 
'BecauTe  that  he  waa  hire  neighebour« 
And  was  a  man  of  wosftiip  and  honour. 
And  had  yknowen  him  of  time  jore. 
They  fell  in  fpeche,  and  Forth  ay  more  and  mort 
Unto  his  purpos  drew  Aurehu^ 
And  when  he  faw  his  time  he  faide  thus^ 
Madame  quod  he,  by  God  that  this  world  madCi 
-So  that  1  wift  it  might  your  herte  gladc^ 
I  wold  that  day  that  your  Arviragus 
Went  over  fee  that  I  Aurelius 
Had  went  ther  1  fiiuld  never  come  again. 
For  wel  I  wot  my  fcrvice  is  in  vain  ; 
My  guerdon  tTis  but  brefting^f  min  herte. 
Mackme,  nieth  upon  n\y  peines  finerte, 
for  with  «  wor4  ye  may  me  fleen  or  fave. 
Here  at  your  feet  God  wold  that  I  were  grave. 
I  ne  have  u  now  no  lei&r  more  to  fey  : 
Have  mercy,  fwete  \  or  ye  wol  do  4ue  dey^ 

She  gan  to  \okt  upon  Aurelius : 
Is  this  your  will,  (quod  ftie)  and  fay  ye  thus  f 
Never  erft  (quod  flie)  ne  vvift  I  what  ye  ntcit^ 
Bnt  now,  Aurelie,  I  know  your  entent. 
fiy  thilkc  God  that  yaf  me  foule  and  lif 
JMe  ihal  I  nevier'ben  an  nntrew  wif 
In  word  nc  werk,  et  fer  as  I  have  wit  ; 
1  wol  ben  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit :  ^ 

Take  this  for  final  anfwer  as  of  me. 
Buf  after  that  in  play  thus  faid  flic  : 

Aurelie,  (quod  ftie)  by  high  God  above 
Yet  wol  I  grautcn  you  to  ben  your  love, 
(Sin  1  you  fee  lb  pitoufly  complaine.) 
lA)kc,what  day  that  endelong  firctaignc 
Ye  rcmue  all  the  roclcos  fton  oy  fton. 
That  they  jae  L'tten  fliip  ne  bote  to  gon  ; 
i  fay,  whan  he  ban  made  the  coft  To  dene 
Of  rockes  that  ther  n^is  no  (^on  yfene. 
Than  wol  I  love  you  beft  of  any  man ; 
Have  here  my  trouth,  in  all  that  ever  t  can. 
For  wel  I  wote  that  it  flial  never  betide. 
J,ct  fwichc  folie  out  of  your  herte  glide  t 
Ciij 
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>Vliat  deintee  iliul(i.a  mm  J^zve  in  hit  lif 
For  to  go  love  another  manner  wif 
That  hath  hire  body  whan^hat  ever44pi  lil(cth  ? 

Aurelius  ful  often  fore  fiketh : 
}s  ther  npn  Other  grtce  in  yon  ?  quo^  he. 

No,  by  that  Lord,  qiiod  file,  th^t  maked  me. 
Wo  was  Aurelie  whan  that  he  tWf  her4. 
And  with  a  forweful  herte  he  thus  aofwerd : 

Madame,  quod  he,  this  were  iropofBble } 
Than  moile  I  die  of  foden  deth  horrible. 
And  with  that  word  the  turned  hipi  anon. 

Tho  come  hire  other  frendcs  many  on. 
And  in  the  alleyes  fomed  up  and  doun. 
And  nothing  wift  of  this  conclufioun, 
^ut  fodenly  bc£onnen  revel  newe. 
Til  that  the  brighte  fonne  had  loft  his  hewe. 
For  the  orizont  had  reft  the  fonne  his  light, 
(This  is  at  much  to  fayn  as  it  was  night) 
Ard  home  they  gon  in  mirthe  and  in  lb][ks, 
Sauf  only  wrcccne  Aurelius,  alas ! 
He  to  his  hoi|s  is  gon  with  forwefol  herte ; 
Hc/aith  he  may  not  from  his  deth  afterte  : 
Him  femeth  that  he  felt  his  herte  cold. 
Up  td  the  heven  his  hondes  gan  he  l^old. 
And  on  his  knees  bare  he  fet  him  doun, 
And  in  his  raving  faid  hiaorifoun. 
For  vcray  wo  out  of  his  wit  he  braide ; 
He  n*ifte  what  he  fpake,  ^t  thus  he  faide ; 
With  pitous  herte  his  pUi^t  hath  ho  begonne 
tJnto  the  goddes,  and  firfl  unto  the  Sonn^ 
He  faid,  Apollo !  god  and  governour 
Of  every  plante,  herbe,  tree,  sind  flour. 
That  yeveft  after  thy  declination 
To  eche  of  hem  his  time  and  his  fefon. 
As  that  thip  herbergh  changeth  Icv^  and  hie, 
X«or4  Phebus !  caft  thy  merciable  eie 
Od  wrecchc  Aurelie,  which  that  am  but  lornc  ; 
Lo,  Lord !  my  lady  hath  my  deth  yfwomc 
Withouten  gilt,  but  thy  benignitee 
IJpon  my  dcdly  herte  $ave  fom  pitcc  : 
Tot  wel  I  wot  Lord  Phebus,  if  you  left, 
Ye  may  me  helpen  fauf  my  lady  beft. 
Kow%oucheth  fauf  that  I  may  you  devife 
How  that  I  may  be  holpe,and  in  what  wife.' 

Your  biisfui  fufter,  Lucina  the  (hene. 
That  of  the  fee  is  chief  goddeffe  and  quene, 
Though  Neptunus  have  deitee  in  the  fce^ 
Yet  emperice  aboven  him  i^  flic  : 
Y.  knowe  w?l.  Lord,  that  right  as  hire  defire 
Is  to  be  quicked  and  lighted  of  your  fire, 
For  which  flie  folweth  yoi^  ful  befily. 
Right  fo  the  fee  deHreth  naturelly 
To  folwen  hii-e,  as  flic  that  is  goddeflfe 
"Jboxh  in  the  fee  ^nd  rivers  more  and  lefle  ; 
Wherfore,  Lord  Phebus !  this  is  my  requeft, 
Do  this  miracle,  or  do  piin  herte  breft, 
That  now  next  at  this  oppofition. 
Which  in  the  figne  flial  be  of  the  Leon, 
As  preyeth  hire  fo  gret  a  flood  to  bring. 
That  five  fadome  at  the  left  it  ovcrfprin^ 
The  highcft  rock  in  Armprike  Bretaigne, 
And  let  this  flood  endureo  yeres  twaine ; 
Thad  ccrtes  to  my  lady  may  I  fay, 
lioldctb  ^o^  heft,  the  ro<;)Le»  ben  away. 


TA.L1. 

Lord  Phebus  |  this  nuincl^  dodi  for  me,. 
Prey  hire  flie  go  no  fafter  court  than  ye : 
I  fay  this,  preyeth  your  fofter  that  flie  go 
No  fafter  cours  than  ye  thife  yeres  two, 
Than  fltal  flie  ben  even  at  ful  alway, 
And  fprbg-flood  laften  bothe  night  and  day^ 
And  bat  ihe  vouchelauf  in  fwiche  mancre 
To  graimteo  me  my  fovpraine  lady  dere. 
Prey  hire  to  finken  every  rock  adoun 
Into  hire  owen  derke  regiotm 
Under  the  ground,  ther  Phito  dwelleth  in. 
Or  Q^vermo  flial  I  my  lady  win. 

Thy  temple  in  Delphos  wo}  I  barefoot  feke. 
Lord  Phebus  !  fee  th^  teres  on  my  cheke. 
And  on  my  peine  have  fom  compaflioun. 
And  with  tl^t  word  in  forwe  he  fell  adoun. 
And  longe  time  he  lay  forth  in  a  trance. 
His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his  penance. 
Up  caught  him,  and  to  bed  he  hath  huu  brought* 
Difpeired  in  this  turment  and  this  thought 
Let  I  this  wofiil  creature  lie, 
Chcfe  he  for  me  whether  he  wol  live  or  die. 

Arviragus  with  hele  and  gret  honour 
(As  he  that  was  qf  chevalrie  the  flour) 
Is  comen  home,  and  other  worthy  men  : 
Of  bliaful  art  thou  now,  thou  Dorigpn ! 
That  haft  thy  lufty  huiboud  in  thin  armes, 
The  freflie  knight,  the  worthy  man  of  arme^ 
That  loveth  thee  as  his  owen  hertes  lit 
Nothing  lift  hhn  to  be  iihaginatif 
if  any  wight  had  fpoke  while  he  was  cute 
To  hire  of  love ;  he  haul  of  that  no  doubte : 
He  not  eotend^th  to  no  fwiche  matcre. 
But  danceth,  juftcth,  and  maketh  mery  chert. 
And  thus  in  joye  and  bliflb  I  let  him  dwell. 
And  of  the  fike  Aurelius  wol  I  tell. 

In  langour  and  in  turment  furious 
Two  yere  and  more  lay  wrecched  Aureliot 
£r  any  foot  on  erthe  he  mighte  gon  ; 
^e  comfort  in  this  time  ne  had  he  non 
Sauf  of  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk  i 
He  knew  of  all  this  wo  and  all  this  v^rl^ 
For  to  non  other  creature  certain 
Of  this  matere  he  dorfte  no  word  fain  : 
Under  his  breft  he  bare  k  more  fccree 
Than  ever  did  PamphACor  Galathee. 
His  breft  was  hole  withouten  for  to  feen. 
But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  wel  ye  knowe  that  of  sifurfajiure 
In  furgerie  is  periloi^s  the  cure, 
But  men  might  touch  the  arwe  or  come  tKctbj. 

rlis  brother  wepeth  and  waileth  prtvely, 
at  the  laft  him  fell  in  remembrance 
That  while  he  was  at  Orleaunce  in  Frmnce^ 
As  yonge  derkes  that  ben  likerout 
To  reden  artes  that  ben  curious 
Seken  in  every  halke  and  every  heme 
l*articuler  fcienccs  for  to  leme. 
He  him  remembried  that  upon  a  day 
At  Orleaunce  in  ftudie  a  book  he  fi^ 
Of  magike  naturel,  which  hisfelaw ' 
That  was  that  time  a  bacheler  of  law, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  Icrne  another  cnft» 
Had  prively  upon  hia  dcik  ylaft ; 
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Whadi  boakipdw  mkkt  •£  tipcrttiont 
Touching  tlic  cight-and-twcnty  nwUioBs 
That  longen  to  the  mpnv,  and  fwicbe  ioUe 
At  in  our  dayct  n'it  not  worth  a  fli«) 
for  holy  churchctieithfiiiiiiir  bcl^«» 
Heiuf&vtbBoo  iUuikm  mtogroyOi       i 
And  whan  thia  hook  waaio  luft^mnAnhriMf 
Anon  tor  joye  his  herte  gan  to  danc<, 
And  {o  hunftlf  he  laied  prively. 
My  hrochcr  ihaU  be  wariihcd  haftily ; 
For  I  am  fikcr  that  ther  bo  Icacncet 
By  which  men  mahen  divers  afpef aaoes 
Swiche  M  thife  iiibtil  tregetovnes  play ; 
For  oft  at  fefbes  have  I  wel  herd  £iy 
That  tregetouresy  within  an  halle  large^ 
Hare  jnade  come  in  a  water  and  a  b^e. 
And  in  the  halle  rowennp  and  dqon ; 
Some,  time  had  femcd  com  agrim  leotm. 
And  fomtime  flonref  iprtng  as  in  a  mede» 
Somtimc  a  vine,  and  mpes  white  and  rede, 
Somtime  a  caftel  al  of  Ume  and  fton. 
And  whan  hem  Hketh  voideth  it  anon  : 
Thoii^aMth  it  to  every  mannet  fight. 

Now  than  conclude  I  thus  s  if  that  I  might 
At  Orlcatmce  fbm  olde  felaw  find 
That  hath  thife  mooea  nanfiops  in  mind» 
Or  other  magike  natvvrl  ab<»Wt 
He  fluUd  w«l  make  my  hrethft  have  his  love; 

,  For  with  an  appareace  a  clerk  may  make, 
To  mannes  fight,  that  aU  the  rooket  blake 
Of  Bretaignc  we«e  yvoided  everich  on, 
And  fliippes  by  the  brinko  cornea  and  gon. 
And  in  fwidie  £orme  eadwre  a  day  or  two  i 
Than  wck  my  hrather.^caivihedof  his  wo. 
Than  moil  ike  nedca  hokkA  hjicjb^heft^ 
Or  ellet  he  ikal  ibM»<ki|cat  th^  left. 

Whatihyldlmakr^kO^Tideof  thisi    . 
Unto  his  brothers  bed  he.comcn  is. 
And  iwiche  comfort  he  y.4f  him  ks.  to  gon 
To  Orleannce,that  he  «f  ftert  mnon. 
And  on  hb  wsy  ibnhward  than  ji  he  f ate. 
In  hope  for  to  ben  liffed  of  hitoin. 

Whan  they  were  comealomftta  that  citee. 
Bat  tf  it  were  a  two  fiislongofi  three, 
A  yonge  dcrk  romiag  by  hnvletf  they  mettc. 
Which  that  in  I^tine  thrifiMly  hem  ^rette  : 
And  after  tW  he  fiiyd  a  wonder  thing; 
I  know,  <ftod  he,  the  camfip  a£  your  coming  i 
And  or  they  (onh«r  any  fo»le  vent 
He  told  hfm  aU  that  waf  m  fair  entcnt. 

Thn  Breton  clerit  him  ssod  of  lekwtt 
The  whic|i  h4  had  yknowe«  in  oldtfdatwes. 
And  he  anfwfrod  him  that  th«y  dcde  were, 
For  which  he  wfpt  Ail  oAm  mkoy  &  tcre. 

I       Dow  of  hit  hon  Aurelhit  light  loon. 
And  forth  with  this  mag>Peoi#  gon 
Home  to  his  hovst  (md  made  hem  w«l  at  efe  t 
Hem  lacked  no  vitailk  that  might  hem  pkfe. 
So  welarraied  ho«a  ae  ther  wm  on 

,   Aorelitt)  in  his  Mf  law  never  neit. 

He  Ihewed  him,or  ibey  went  to  Ibupere, 
Foreftes,  paikes,  fol  of  ndlde  ^tn : 
Ther  law  hf  hcrifea  with  kir  haneshic,. 
Toe  grctea  tkat  wcr$j^9tX'kmwtkm£  | 


He  (aw  of  hem  an  hntuhred  iUin  wtdi  hotndes 
And  fi>m  with  arwesbledeof  bitter  woondes: 
He  law,  when  voided  were  the  wilde  dcre, 
Thife  fftuconers  upon  a  f&ire  rivere 
That  with  hir  haukes  ban  the  heron  ilain. 

Tho  hw  he  knightes  jitften  in  a  plain  : 
And  afier  this  he  Sd  him  farichc  ple&nce, 
That  he  him  ikewed  his  lady  on  a  dance. 
On  which  himielven  danced,  as  him  thought* 
And  whan  this  maifter,  that  this  magike  wrought, 
Saw  it  w4s  t^me,  he  clapped  his  hondes  two. 
And  farewel,  al  the  revel  is  ago  ! 
And  yetremaed  they  never  out  of  the  bout. 
While  they  law  all  thife  fighus  marvellous. 
But  in  hb  iludie,  ther  his  bookes  be. 
They  laten  fUU,  and  no  vright  but  they  three. 

To  him  this  maifter  caUol  his  f^uier. 
And  layd  him  thus,  Afay  we  go  to  fouper  i 
Almoft  an  houre  it  is,  f  undertdce. 
Sin  I  you  bade  our  iboper  for  to  make, 
Whan  that  thife  worthy  men  wenten  with  mc 
Into  my  ftudie  thef  my  bookes  be. 

Sire,  qupd  this  ^aki^  whan  it  liketh  you. 
It  is  al  redy,  though  yc  wol  right  now. 

Go  we  than  ibope,  i{Dod  he,  as  for  the  bell ;  • 
Thife  amorous  folk  fomtime  moft  ban  reft. 

At  after  fouper  fell  they  in  tretee 
What  fumme  fiuildthis  raaSfters  guerdon  be 
To  remue  all  the  rockes  of  Bretaigne, 
And  eke  firom  Getounde  to  the  mouth  of  Salne. 

He  made  it  ftrangc,  and  fwor«,  lb  God  hitt£ 

Lefle  than  a  thouland  pound  he  wold  not  have, 
Ne  gladly  for  that  fiunme  he  wol  not  gon« 

Aurelius  with  bliisfol  herte  anon 
Anfwcred  thus;  Fie  on  a  thooiknd  pouttd! 
This  wide  world,  which  that  men'  (ayn  b  round, 
I  wold  it  yeve,  if  1  were  ferd  of  it. 
This  bargaine  is  fbl  drive,  ibr  we  ben  knit. 
Ye  ihul  bepaiedtrewely,  bymy  trouth; 
But  lok^,  for  non  ncgl^^cnce  or  flouth 
Yc  tarie  us  here  no  lci^;«r  than  to  movwi^ 
Nay,  quod  this  clerk,  have  here  my  faith  to  borwe* 

To  b^  i^gon  AnreUos  whan  him-left. 
And  wel  nigh  all  that  night  he  had  hit-reft.  ^ 
What  for  his  kbouv  and  his  hope  of  bliflo 
His  woful  herte  of  penance  had  a  hlFck 

Upon  the  morwe  whan  that  it  waa  day 
To  Bretaigrne  tdcen  they  the  righte  way, 
Aureli/e,  and  this  roagicien  him  befidt , 
And  ben  descended  ther  they  wold  abide  s 
And  this  vras,  as  the  bo^ei  me  remember. 
The  colde  frofty  i^n  of  December. 

Phebus  waxe  old  and  hewed  like  Laton, 
That  in  his  bote  declination 
Shone  as  the  bumed  gold  with  ftrsmes  bright ; 
But  now  in  Capricome  adoun  he  fight, 
Wher  as  he  Ibone  ful  pale,  1  dare  wel  fidn. 
The  bitter  frofte  with  the  fleet  and  rain 
Deibroyed  hath  the  grene  in  every  yerd  t 
Janus  fit  by  the  fire  with  double  herd, 
|And  drinketh of  hi» bogle  horb  thu  w(ne; 
IBcfom  him  (bmt  bniane  of  the  tvflUd  fwinc^ 
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And  Hcwel  crscth  crery  InStj  num. 

Aureliuft  in  all  that  ever  he  can 
Poth  to  hit  maifter  chcre  and  reverence. 
And  praicth  him  to  don  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  his  peines  finerte, 
Or  with  a  fwerd  that  he  wold  flit  his  herte. 

Thi^  fotil  dex^  fwiche  routh  hath  on  this  maif, 
That  night  and  day  he  fpedcth  him  that  he  can 
To  wait  a  time  of  his  condufion ; 
This  is  to  iayn,  to  make  illufioo. 
By  fwiche  an  apparence  or  joglerle, 
(I  can  no  termes  of  aftrologie) 
That  ihe  and  every  wight  fliuld  wene  and  fay 
That  of  Bretaigne  the  rockcs  were  away. 
Or  cUes  they  were  fonken  under  ground. 
So  at  the  lafl  he  hath  hit  time  yfound 
To  make  his  japes  and  hit  wretchcdnolTe 
Of  fiflriche  a  fuporilitious  curiisdneire. 
His  tables  Toletanes  forth  he  brought, 
Ful  wel  correded,  that  ther  lacked  nought, 
pother  his  collet  ne  hit  expans  yeret, 
|i(other  his  rotes  ne  his  other  gercs. 
As  hen  hit  centret  and  hit  argumentet. 
And  his  proportionel  convenientet. 
For  his  equations  in  every  thing : 
And  by  his  eighte  fperes  in  his  werking 
|ic  knew  ful  wel  how  Cer  Alnath  wat  fliorc 
Fro  the  bed  of  thilke  llx  Ariet  above 
That  in  thp  ninthe  fpere  conCidcred  is  i 
Ful  fotiUy  he  cdculed  all  thit, 
V^han  he  had  found  hit  firfle  manfion 
He  knew  the  remenant  by  proportion. 
And  Imew  the  riling  of  hu  inone  wel, 
And  in  whot  face,  and  terme,  and  every  del } 
And  knew  ful  wel  the  mones  manflon 
Accordant  to  his  operation ; 
And  knew  al6>  his  other  obfervances. 
For  fwiche  illufloDt  and  fwiche  mefchancet 
As  Hefhen  folke  uTed  in  thilke  daiet{ 
For  which  no  leoger  maketh  he  delaiet. 
But  thurgh  his  magike,  for  a  day  or  tway, 
|t  feemed  all  the  rocl^es  w^re  away, 

Aurelius,  which  that  defpcired  it 
liVhether  he  iha|  ban  his  love  or  fare  amit, 
Awaut^th  night  and  day  on  thit  miracle; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  wat  non  obftade, 
That  voided  were  thife  rocket  everich  on, 
X)oun  to  h(t  nfiaiftcres  feet  he  fell  anon, 
And  fay4,  I,  woful  wretch  Aureliut, 
Thanke  you,  my  lord,  and  lady  min  Veaut,' 
That  me  hjm  holpcn  fro  my  caret  cold 
And  tq  the  temple  his  way  forth  hath  he  hold, 
The^as  he  knew  he  fliuld  bis  lady  fee  i 
And  whan  he  faw  his  time  anon  right  he 
With  dredfiil  herte  and  with  fill  humble  chore 
fialued  hath  bis  ioveraine  lady  dere. 

My  righ^ui  ^^y,  quod  thit  woful  man, 
IVhoin  I  moli  drede  and  lov^  as  I  beft  can, 
'  n4  jotheil  were  of  all  this  world  diTplefe, 
*  '-e  it  tha^  I  for  you  have  fwiche  di£efe 

^  '  muft  die  iierc  at  y«ur  foot  anon, 

£^i  -old  I  tell  how  me  it  wo  begoo  ;    . 

Jy^  I    .  'her  muil  I  die  or  plaine  j 

^  ^*Wi  1^  *  5  for  V^y  peine  ; 


But  of  my  deth  though  that  ye  ban  no  roath 
A vifeth  you  or  that  you  breke  your  trouth : 
Repenteth  you,  for  thilke  God  above. 
Or  ye  me  fle,  beOauie  tbat  I  you  knre : 
For,  Madame,  wel  ye  wcte  what  ye  have  hi^ ; 
Not  Uiat  I  chalenge  any  tMng  of  right 
Of  yo»  nay  ibveraine l«ady,  but  of  grace; 
But  in  a  garden  yond,  in  fwiohe  a  place. 
Ye  wote  right  wel  what  ye  behighten  me. 
And  in  mynJiond  your  trouthe  pligfaten  ye 
To  love  me  beft :  God  woto  ye  £uedib. 
Although  that  I  unworthy  be  tberto. 
Madame,  lipeke  it  ior  the  honour  of  you» 
More  than  to  favc  my  hertfcs  lif  right  now, 
I  have  don  fo  at  ye  commanded  me. 
And  if  ye  vouchciauf  ye  may  go  fee. 
Doth  as  you  lift,  have  your  beheft  in  mind. 
For  quick  or  ded  right  ther  ye  fliul  me  find. 
In  you  lath  all  to  do  me  live  or  dey, 
But  wel  I  wote  the  rocket  ben  awoy. 

He  taketh  hit  leve,  and  ihe  aftonied  ftood  ; 
In  all  hire  face  n*at  o  6ropc  of  bkx>d : 
She  wened  never  ban  come  in  fwiche  a  trappe. 

Aht !  quod  flie,  that  ever  thit  Iheuk!  happe  ! 
For  wend  I  never  by  poffibilitoe 
That  fwiche  a  monfire  or  mervaiUe  ^ight  be  ) 
It  it  again  the  proceffe  of  Nature. 
And  home  ihe  goth  a  forweful  creature; 
For  veray  fere  unnethes  may  flie  go. 
She  wepeth,  waUeth^  alt  a  day  or  two. 
And  fwouneth  that  tt  routhe  vn»  to  (tt. 
But  why  it  wu  to  no  wight  tolde  ihe, 
For  out  of  toon  wat  gon  Arviragus ; 
But  to  hirefelf  fiie  fpolie,  afid  laied  thus, 
With  face  pale,  and  with  -lul  fory  chere, 
lu  hire  complaint,  as  ye  fliul  after  here. 

Alas!  quod  ihe,  on  thoey  Ik>rtU8e,  I  plam. 
That  unaware  haft  me  wxupped  in  thy  chaia. 
Fro  which  to  cfcipon  wdte  I  nd  foccour 
Sauf  only  deth  or  eUesdiibenour : 
On  of  thife  two  behoveth  me  to  obefe.  | 
But  natheles,  yet  had  I  a  lever  Ide 
My  Uf  than  of  my  body  have  a  ihame. 
Or  know  myfdven  falfe,  or  lefe  my  name  : 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quit  ywis ; 
Hath  ther  not  many  a  noble  wif  or  this, 
And  many  a  maid,  yflaine  hirdelf,  alas ! 
Rather  than  with  biro  body  <lon  trefpas  f 
Yet  ccrtes ;  lo,  thife  itoriei  bare  witneiTe. 

Whan  thirty  tyrmnts  ful  of  curfedneffs 
Had  flain  Phidon  in  Athens  at  the  feft. 
They  cofnmand^d  hit  donghtren  for  to  arreft 
And  bci»g«n  hem  befarne  him  defpit 
Al  naked,  tar  fulfil  hire  fottb  dditf 
And  in  hir^uina  blood  they  made  hem  dance 
Upon  the  pavefnent,  God  yevc  hem  mefchance ! 
For  which  thife  woful  maidona,  ful  of  drede. 
Rather  than  they  wold  kfe  hir  maidenhede. 
They  privcly  beO'ftere  into  a  welle. 
And  dreint  hemfdven,  as  the  bookea  telle, 

Thc;y  of  Mefiene  let  enquere  and  feke 
Of  Lacedomie  .fifty  maidenseke 
On  which  the  wolden  don  hir  lechcrie  | 
Bu(  ther  WMSi^^l  «U  ;hat  com]>a|Di« 
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Tbit  flic  n'as  iUise,  and  with  a  glad  eateat 
I  Cbecs  rttber  Sot  to  dien  than  afliuit 
'  To  beo  qppreflcd  of  hire  maidenhede. 
Why  Ihoid  I  than  to  dein  ben  in  drede  ? 

Locke  the  tyrant  Ariftodides, 
ThatloTe^  a  maid  hight  Stimphalidesy 
Vrlian  that  hire  father  flaine  was  on  a  night, 
Usto  Dianes  temple  goth  ihe  right. 
And  hente  the  image  in  hire  handes  two, 
fro  which  image  wold  ihe  never  go;  , 

No  wighthcrhaiui^s  might  it  of  it  arrace 
Tii  ihe  was  flaine  right  in  the  fclve  place. 

Now  fin  that  maidtms  hadden  fwiche  defpit 
To  be  dcfouled  with  manncs  foule  dclit, 
Wei  oQght  a  wif  rather  hircfeWen  ile 
Thao  be  defoolcd,  as  it  thinkcth  me. 

What  Ihal  I  iayn  of  Haidnibales  wif, 
Tiut  at  Cartage  beraft  hireielf  hire  lif  ?  i 

For  whao  flie  Ciw  that  Remains  wan  the  toon,     i 
Sheioke  hire  children  all,  and  flcipt  adoun 
Into  the  fire,  and  chces  nther  to  die 
Tko  any  Romain  did  hire  valanie. 

Hath  not  Lucrece  yflaine  hirefelf,^  alas ! 
At  Rome,  whan  that  fhc  oppreflcd  was 
Of  Tarqaine  ?  for  hire  thought  it  was  a  ihame 
To  lifcn  whan  ihe  hadde  loft  hire  name. 

The  fcven  nuidcns  of  Milcfie  alTo 
Han  flaine  hemftlf,  for  veray  drede  and  wo, 
Rather  than  folk  of  Gauie  hem  ihuld  opprefife. 

Mo  than  a  thouiand  dories,  as  I  gc0p, 
Coadc  1  now  tell  as  touching  this  matere. 

Whan  Abradate  was  llain,  his  wif  lb  dere 
HirdielTen  flow,  and  let  hire  blood  to  glide 
h  Abradatcs  woundes  depe  and  wide. 
And  layd,  My  body  at  the  kHe  way 
Ther  Ihal  no  wight  defbulcn  if  I  may. 

What  ihuld  I  mo  eniamples  hereof  iain  ? 
S!q  that  ib  many  han  hemlelren  ilain, 
Wd  rather  than  they  wold  defouled  be, 
1  wol  conclude  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  ile  myielf  than  b&defouled  thus : 
I  wol  be  trewe  nfito  Arviragus, 
Or  dies  fle  myfelf  in  fomc  manere. 
As  Did  Demotiones  doughterdere, 
Becaafe  ihe  wolde  not  diefoukd  be* 

-0  Sedafiu !  it  is  ful  gret  pitee 
Tore^how  thy  doughtren  died,  alas! 
^^  ilowe  hemfeWen  for  fwiche  mancr  caa. 

Ai  gret  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more, 
TheTheban  maiden  that  for  Kichanore 
HirdidTen  flow  right  for  fwiche  menere  wo. 
^^oother  Theban  mayden  did  right  fo, 
For  on  of  Macedoine  had  hire  c^prei&d ; 
She  with  hire  deth  hire  maidcnhcd  redrefled. 

What  flial  I  fain  of  Niccratcs  wif, 
Tbat  for  fwiche  cas  hereft  hirefelf  hire  lif  f 

How  trewe  was  eke  to  Alcibiades 
HU  lore,  that  for  to  dien  rather  chces 
Than  for  to  fuflfre  his  body  unburicd  be  ? 

Lo,  which  a  wif  was  Aiceile  eke  f  (quod  ihe) 
^'^  iayth  Homcre  of  good  Penelope  ? 
All  Greece  knoweth  of  hire  chaftitec. 

Pardc  of  Laodomia  is  wrcttcn  thus, 
>««  whan  at  Truyc  was  ilain  Prothefilaus 


Nb  leager  wolde  {he  live  i£cer  his  day. 

The  iiune  of  noble  Portia  tell  I  may ; 
Withouten  Brutus  coude  ihe  not  Utc, 
To  whom  ihe  had  all  whole  hire  herte  yeve. 

The  parfit  wif  hood  of  Artemifie 
Honoured  is  tbnrghout  all  Barbarie. 

O  Teuts;  qucne  !  thy  wifly  chaiUte^ 
To  alle  wives  may  a  mirrour  be. 

Thus  plained  Dorigene  a  day  or  twey, 
Purpoiing  ever  that  flie  wolde  dey ; 
But  natheles  upon  the  thridde  night 
Home  came  Arviragus,  the  worthy  knight. 
And  axed  hire  why  that  ihe  weep  fo  fore  ? 
And  ihe  gan  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more. 
Alas,  quod  ihe,  that  ever  I  was  ybome ! 
Thus  have  I  faid,  (quod  ihe)  thus  have  I  fwnme. 
And  told  him  all,  as  ye  have  herd  before  : 
It  nedeth  not  reherfe  it  you  no  more. 

This  huibond  with  glad  chere,  in  frendly  wife, 
Anfwerd  and  fayd  as  I  ihal  yon  devife ; 
Is  ther  ought  elks,  Dorigene,  but  this  i 

Nay,  nay,  quod  ihe,  God,  helpe  me  fo,  as  wis 
This  is  to  much,  and  it  were  Goddes  will. 

Ye,  wif,  quod  he,  let  flepen  that  is  ftill  ^ 
It  may  be  wel  paraventure^yet  to-day. 
Ye  ihal  your  trouthc  holdcn  by  my  fay ; 
For  God  fo  wifly  have  mercy  on  me, 
I  had  wel  lever  lliked  for  to  he. 
For  veray  love  which  that  I  to  you  have. 
But  if  ye  ihuld  your  trouthe  kepe  and  fave  : 
Trouth  is  the  hitik  thing  that  man  may  kepe. 
But  with  that  word  he  brafl  anon  to  wepe. 
And  fayd ;  I  you  forbede,  on  peine  of  deth. 
That  never  while  you  lafteth  lif  dr  breth 
To  no  vright  tell  ye  this  ix)iiaventttre ; 
As  I  may  heft  I  wol  my  wo  endure : 
Ne  make  no  contenance  of  hevineflc. 
That  folk  of  you  may  demen  harme  or  gefie. 
And  forth  he  cleped  a  fquier  and  a  maid. 
Goth  forth  anon  with  Dorigene,  he  laid. 
And  bringeth  hire  to  fwiche  a  place  anon. 
They  take  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  way  they  gon  t- 
But  they  ne  wiilen  why  flie  thider  vrent ; 
She  n'olde  no  wight  tellen  hire  entent. 

This  fquier  whu^h  that  highte  A1lr9^us» 
On  Dorigene  that  was  So  amorous. 
Of  aventnre  happed  hire  to  mete 
Amid  the  toan,  right  in  the  quickeft  flrete. 
As  ihe  vrasboun  to  go  the  way  forthright 
Toward  the  gardin,  ther  as  ihe  had  high^^ 
And  he  was  to  the  gardinward  alfo. 
For  wel  he  fpied  whan  ihe  wolde  f^o 
Out  of  hire  hoat  to  any  maaer  place  : 
But  thus  t^ey  met  of  aventure  or  grace. 
And  he  falueth  hire  vrith  gkd  entent. 
And  axeth  of  hire  whiderward  ihe  went. 

And  ihe  anfwered  half  as  ihe  were  mad» 
Unto  the  gardin,  as  myn  hufbond  bad. 
My  trouthe  for  to  hold,  alas !  alas ! 

Aurelius  gan  wondrcn  on  this  cas. 
And  in  his  herte  had  gret  compaflion 
Of  hire,  and  of  hire  lamenntion. 
And  of  Arviragus,  the  worthy  knight. 
That  bad  hire  lioldcn  all  that  ihe  had  hight. 
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So  loth  him  Wtt  hir#if  ftuild  brdte  hire  trotitfit ; 
And  in  hit  heite  he  caught  of  it  gret  nrnthe, 
Coniidcring  the  heft  oii  every  fide. 
That  fro  hu  luft  yet  were  him  Urer  abid« 
Than  do  fo  high  a  cherli&  wrctdicdnefie 
Ageins  fraundoiiB  and  allegentiUefle 
For  which  in  few  wordes  fayd  he  thos : 

Madame,  fay  to  your  Lord  Arviragut 
That  (in  I  fee  the  grctc  gentiUeiTe 
Of  him,  and  eke  1  fee  wel  your  diftrefle, 
That  him  were  Icrer  have  ihame  (and  that  were 

routhe) 
Than  ye  to  me  ihuld  breken  thus  your  trouthf, 
1  hadde  wcl  lever  ever  to  fniiren  wo 
Than  to  depart  the  love  betwiz  you  two. 
I  you  relefe,  Madame ;  into  your  bond 
Quit  every  feurcment  and  every  bond 
That  ye  han  made  to  me  as  herebeforne  < 

fiin  thilke  time  that  ye  were  ybome.  )| 

Have  here  my  trouthe,  I  ihal  you  n«ver  r«prtve 
Of  no  bcheft ;  and  here  I' take  my  ieve 
Ab  of  the  treweft  and  the  befte  wif 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  aU  my  lif. 
Bnt  eycry  wif  beware  of  hire  beheft ; 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  at  the  left. 
Thus  cai)  a  Iquier  don  a  g«n«il  dede 
As  wel  as  can  a  knight,  withouten  drede. 

She  thanketh  him  upon  hire  knees  bare, 
And  home  unto  hire  hufbond  is  (he  fare. 
And  told  him  all  as  ye  han  herd  me  iayd ; 
And,  truileth  me,  he  was  fo  wcl  apayd 
That  it  were  impoflible  me  to  writ)?. 

What  ihuld  1  lenger  of  this  cat  endite  I 
Arviragns  and  Dorigene  his  wif 
In  foveraine  blilZe  leden  forth  hu*  Uf, 
Never  eft  ne  was  thcr  anger  hem  bctwene ; 
Hecheriihed  hirt  as  though  ihe  were  a  quene^ 
And  ike  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermore. 
Of  thife  two  folk  ye  get  of  me  no  more. 

Aurelius,  that  his  coft  hath  all  forlome, 
Curfeth  the  time  that  ever  he  was  borne. 
Abs !  quod  he,  alas  that  I  behigltt 
Of  pured  gold  a  thousand  pound  of  wight 
Unto  this  philofophre !  hew  fktX  I  do  f 
I  fee  no  more  but  that  I  am  fcido, 
Min  heritage  mote  1  ncdesfell. 
And  ben  a  beggar  here  I  n'ill  not  dwell. 
And  ftamcn  all  my  kixn-ede  in  this  place, 
Bnt  I  of  him  may  geten  better  grace : 
But  natheles  1  wol  of  him  aiTay 
At  certain  dales  yere  by  yere  to  pay. 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  curtefif. 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  net  Ue^ 


With  herte  lore  he  godi  onto  his  cofre. 
And  brought*  gold  unto  this  phiUbphiv, 
The  value  of  five  hundred  pound  I  gefle» 
And  him  befecheth  of  his  gentillelre 
To  eraunt  him  dates  of  the  remenaufit. 
And  (ayde;  Maii^er,  I  dare  wel  make  avaufii 
I  faiUed  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yet; 
For  fikerly  my  dette  (hal  be  be  quit 
Towardcs  yon,  how  fo  that  ever  1  hre 
To  gon  a  begging  in  my  kirtle  bare  : 
'  But  wold  ye  vouchen  fauf  upon  feurtee 

ITwo  yere  or  three  for  to  refpiten  me. 
Than  were  I  wel,  for  clles  mote  I  fcU 
Min  heritage ;  ther  ts  no  more  to  telL 
This  philofophre  ibbrely  anfwerd, 
I  And  iaied  thus,  whan  he  thife  wordes  herd  ; 
I  Have  I  not  holden  covenant  to  thee  ? 
*     Yes,  certes,  wel  and  trewely,  quod  he. 
'  Haft  thou  not  had  thy  lady  as  thee  liketh  ? 

No,  no,  quod  he,  and  forwefully  he  fike^ 
What  was  the  caufe  ?  tell  me  if  thou  can. 

Aurelius  his  tale  anon  began, 
And  told  him  all  as  ye  han  herd  before  ; 
It  nedeth  not  reherie  it  any  more. 
Ht  ikyd,  Arviragus  of  grntiBefie 
Had  lever  die  in  forwe  and  in  diftrefTe 
Than  that  his  wif  were  of  hire  trouthe  fals. 
The  ibrwe  of  Dorigene  he  told  him  als. 
How  loth  hire  was  to  ben  a  wicked  wif. 
And  that  fhe  lever  had  loil  that  day  hire  lif; 
And  that  her  trouth  Ihe iwore  thurgh  innocence; 
She  never  erft  hadde  herd  i^ieke  of  appmrence  : 
That  made  me  han  of  hire  fo  gret  pitee. 
And  right  as  freely  as  he  fent  hire  to  inc 
As  freely  fent  t  hire  to  him  again. 
This  is  all  and  ibm ;  th^  n*is  no  more  to  fiun. 

The  plifloibphre  anfwerd ;  Leve  brotlire, 
Evcrich  of  you  did  gentiUy  to  other  : 
Thou  art  a  fqnier,  and  he  is  a  knight, 
9ut  God  forbede»  for  hi^  Mifsful  might. 
But  if  a  clei4:  could  don  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  you,  it  is  no  drede, 

Sire,  I  relefe  thee  thy  dioufand  pound. 
As  thou  right  now  were  crope  out  of  the  ground, 
Ne  never  er  no#  nc  haddefi  knowen  me  : 
For,  Sire,  I  wol  not  take  a  pcny  of  thee 
For  all  my  ctaft,  ne  nought  for  my  travaiBe  : 
Thou  haft  ypaied  wel  for  my  vxtaiQc. 
It  is'ynough,  and  farewell  have  good  day. 
And  toke  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gothhia  vray« 

Lordings,  this  queftion  wold  I  axen  now,  . 
Which  was  the  mofte  free,  as  thinketh  you  ? 
Now  telleth  me  or  that  ye  ftiriher  wendc, 
I  can  UQ  more,  my  Tale  i|  at  an  cndc, 
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Yi.ktdiat  paiTen,  quod  our  Hofte, u  now^  i      It  llud  be  don,  if  that  ye  wot  it  heie^ 
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Till  wall  aa  tdktb  Tittit  Umm^ 
Abdghtthatckpcdwas  Virg^niuty 
Folfilkd  of  kasoor  aad  wof  tkiacfle, 
Aod  ftraif  of  finmlca,  and  of  srct  ricMb. 

This  ko^^  a  deasbtcr  badde  by  hk  wif ; 
No  childreo  bad  be  mo  in  all  bi»  Uf. 
faire  wu  tbi#  aaaid  io  csceUentbcaaaee 
AboKO  every  wigbt  tbat  man  oniT  iee, 
F<v  Nantre  Itttb  wMt  fovcmse  diligence 
T£onncdbire  in  (b  gret  cxctlkoce 
Ai  though  ibc  wolde  &yn,  Ix>,  1  Nature, 
Tbiqa  I  lome  and  peiot  »  creature, 
"Wbaa  that  me  1^  :  who  can  me  covtrefete? 
Pigmalion  >  not  though  he  ay  forge  and  bete. 
Or  iTtre,  or  peinu ;  fori  dare  wel  Um 
Apclk%Xen]a0,lbaidegi  werche  in  vain 
Odicr  to  grave,  or  ptiste^or  forge,  or  bct^ 
I^  tbey  vetecd  me  to  conntrefetc  s 
Forb«^  it  the  ftxmet  princtpal 
Hadi  maked  me  hi*  vKaire  general 
To  ibfae  aad  wintcn  earthly  crcatnrea 
K%bcai  we  lift  I  and  cche  thing  in  my  cQr«  is 
Uodo  the  meoe  that  may  wane  and  waxe ; 
And  Ibr  ay  werk  right  nothing  wol  I  axe ; 
^7  M  and  1^  ben  fid  of  OB  accord ; 
I  ttade  hire  ta  the  w«rih^  of  my  lord, 

•  Vtrtlaiot  flAvctii  hi*  ooly  Aauahter  rather  thanite 
nBbc4dUc«iyWlet<bttoo»>^Applii<.  St* 


SodoIaUn 
^What  cokHir  that  they  ban  or  what  figvtt. 
Thot  femeth  me  thnt  Natiue  wolde  £f. 

This  maid  of  age  tw<elf  yere  waa  amlrtwiy 
In  which  that  nature  badde  fwiche  delk ;  ' 
For  right  aa  fte  canrpeilit  alily  whit 
And  red  a  reiS^  eight  with  fwiche  peinttire 
She  peiaied  hath  thianoble  creatine 
Er  ihe  wmt  bome  n|Mm  hire  limmealree, 
Wheraa  by  right  fwidfae  colowra  fhnlden  be^ 
And  Pheboa  died  hath  hire  troflca  grete 
Like  to  the  tomea  of  his  hnmed  hete. 
And  if  that  excelknt  were  bin  heaixtce, 
Athenfimdfoldmoreveftwmawas  Ihe^ 
In  hire  ne  lacked  no  oeoditioa  ^ 

That  is  to  pietie^as  by  difcietion. 
At  we^m  goft  as  body  chaft  was  fhf. 
For  which  ihe  fleered  im  vifginitee 
With  all  hnmilitee  aad  ahAinence, 
With  all  atctmperance  and  patience. 
With  meafure  eke  of  bcring  and  arriy. 
Difcrete  Ihc  wee  in  anfwenng  alway, 
Though  flie  were  wife  as  PaUas,  dare  I  £»■, 
Hire  ncounde  eke  h4  womanly  and  plain  : 
No  comtrefeted  terms  badde  flie 
To  fcmen  wi^  bet  after  hire  degree 
She  fpake,  apd  all  hire  werdes  more  aad  ielle 
Souiung  io  nrtne  andin  g^miUffflie. 
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Shimefaft  |he  was  in  maidcnt  fliamefaftnefle, 
CboiUnt  in  herte  out  of  idel  befindTB  * 
To  drive  hire  out  of  idel  flogardie. 
Bacchus  had  of  hire  mouth  right  no  miiilrief 
For  wine  and  youthe  don  Venut  encrefe^ 
As  men  in  fire  wdl  cailen  oile  and  grcfe. 
And  of  hire  owen  vertnc  uncoaftreitteA    . 
She  hath  hlrefelf  ful  often  fike  yfeined. 
For  that  (he  wolde  fleen  the  compagnie 
Wher  likely  was  to  tretcn  df  folie. 
As  is  at  feftet,  at  revels,  and  at  dances 
That  ben  occafions  of  daliances. 
Swiche  tldnges  maken  diildren  For  to  he 
To  fone  ripe  and  bold,  as  men  may  ice, 
Which  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  ben  yore  ; 
For  al  to  fone  may  Ihe  lemen  lore  . 
Of  boldnelTe  whan  (he  wozen  is  ■  wif. 

And  ye  maiftrefles  in  your  olde  lif , 
Tliat  h>rdes  dongfaters  han  in  governance, 
Ne  taketh  of  my  wordes  difplelance  : 
Thinketh  that  ye  ben  (et  'in  goveminges 
Of  lordes  doughters  only  for  two  thinges. 
Other  for  ye  han  kept  your  honeftee. 
Or  elles  for  ye  han  fallen  in  freeltee. 
And  knowen  wel  ynoueh  the  olde  dance, 
And  han  foriaken  fiilly  Twiche  mefchance 
For  evcrmo ;  therefore  for  Chrifles  fake 
To  teche  hem  vertue  loke  that  ye  ne  flake. 

A  theef  of  venifon,  that  hath  forlaft 
His  likeroufhefle  and  all  his  olde  craft, 
Caffkepe  a  foreft  heft  ctf  any  man : 
Now  kepeth  hem  wel,  for  if  ye  wol  ye  can. 
Xoke  wel  that  unto  no  vice  nlTent, 
Left  ye  be  damned  for  your  wikke  entent. 
For  who  to  doth  a  traytour  is  dertaia : 
And  taketh\q>e  of  that  I  fludyou  fain ; 
Of  alle  treibn  ibveraine  pefUknce 
Is  whan  a  wight  betrayeth  innocence. 

Te  fathers,  and  ye  mothers  eke  al&». 
Though  ye  han  children,  be  it  on  or  mo. 
Your  is  the  charge  of  all  hir  furveaace. 
While  that  they  ben  under  your  governance  : 
Beth  ware  that  by  enfiunple  of  your  living. 
Or  by  your  negligence  tn  chaftxfing. 
That  they  ne  perUh,  for  I  dacse  wel  faye 
If  that  they  don  ye  fliul  it  dere  abeye. 
Cnder  a  (hepherd  foft  and  negligent 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  fliepe  and  lamb  to-rent, 

Sufficeth  tliit  en£unpie  now  as  here, 
For  I  mote  tume  agen  to  my  matere. 

This  maid,  of  which  I  tell  my  Tale  exprcfle, 
She  kept  hireHelf,  hire  neded  no  Baifirefle, 
For  in  hire  living  maidfns  mighten  rede. 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  and  dede 
That  longeth  to  a  maiden  vcrtuous : 
Slie  was  fo  prudent  and  fo  bounteous. 
For  which  the^&me  out  fpronr  on  every  fide 
Both  of  hire  beautee  and  hire  bountee  wide, 
I'hat  thurgh  the  kmd  they  preifed  hire  ech  one 
'I'hat  loved  vertue,  favf  Envie  alone, 
Thiitfory  is  of  other  manncs  wele. 
And  glad  is  of  his  forwe  and  his  nnhele. 
The  Dodour  maketh  this  defcriptioun. 

This  maiden  on  a  day  went  in  the  toun 


Toward  a  temple,  with  hire  mother  dere. 
As  is  of  young  maidens  the  manere. 

Now  was  ther  than  a  juftice  in  that  tons 
That  govemovur  was  of  that  rcgioun ; 
And  fo  befell  this  juge  hiseyen  caft 
Upon  this  maid,  avifing  hire  ful  fail 
As  ihe  cane  Ibith  by  ther  this  jtge  ftood  t 
Anon  his  his  bene  changed  and  bis  mood. 
So  was  he  caught  with  beautee  of  this  maid. 
And  to  himfelt  ful  prively  he  faid. 
This  maiden  fhal  be  min  for  any  man. 

Anon  the  fend  into  his  herte  ran. 
And  uught  him  fodenly  that  be  by  flcight 
This  maiden  to  his  purpos  winnen  might ; 
For  certes  by  no  force  ne  by  no  mede 
Him  thought  the  was  not  able  for  to  fpede ; 
For  file  was  ftrong  of  firendes,  end  eke  ihe 
Confermed  was  in  fwiche  foveraine  bountee 
That  wel  he  wifl  he  might  hire  never  winne 
As  for  to  make  hire  with  hire  body  finne: 
For  which  with  gret  deliberatioun 
He  fent  after  a  cherl  was  in  the  toun. 
The  which  he  knew  for  fotil  and  for  bold. 
This  juge  unto  this  cherl  his  tale  hath  toll 
In  fccree  wife,  and  made  him  to  enfure 
He  (htddeteH  it  to  no  creatcre. 
And  if  he  did  he  ihuMe  lefe  his  hede. 
And  whan  a^ented  was  this  curfed  rede. 
Glad  was  the  juge,  and  maked  him  gret  chere. 
And  yaf  him  yenes  precious  and  dere 

Whan  ihapcn  was  all  hir  confpiracie 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  that  hislecherie 
Parformed  fliulde  be  ful  fotUly, 
As  ye  ihul  here  it  after  openly. 
Home  goth  tkia  cherl,  that  hightcClandliiss 
This  faJfe  juge,  that  highte  .A^ypius,  - 
(So  was  his  name,  for  it  if  no  fabk. 
But  knowen  for  an  hiftoiial  tiling  notable; 
The  fentence  of  it  fbch  is  out  of  doute) 
This  falfe  juge  goth  now  faft  aboute 
To  hailen  fiis  deUt  all  that  he  may. 
And  fo  befell,  fone  after  on  a  day 
This  faUc  juge,  as  telleth  ns  die  ftoric. 
As  he  was  wont,  fat  in  his  confif(orie. 
And  yaf  his  domes  upon  fondry  cas. 
This  falfe  cherl  caoK  forth  a  ful  gret  pas, 
^d  faide ;  Lord,  if  that  it  be  your  will. 
As  ^oth  me  right  upon  this  pitous  biU, 
In  which  I  plaine  npon  Virginius; 
And  if  that  he  wol  fayn  it  is  not  thus, 
I  wol  it  preve,  and  finden  good  witneiTe 
That  foth  is  that  my  bille  wol  eznrcfle. 

The  juge  anfwbrd,  Of  this  in  hit  abfence 
I  nuy  not  yeve  dilfinitif  fentence. 
Let  don  him  call,  and  I  wol  gbdly  here : 
Thou  fbak  have  right  and  wrong  as  now  here^ 
Virginius  came  to  wete  the  juges  will. 
And  right  anon  was  red  this  curfed  bill ; 
The  fentence  of  it  was  as  ye  (hul  here. 

To  you  my  Lord  Sire  Appius  fo  dere* 
Sheweth  your  poure  fcrvant  Claudius 
How  that  a  knight  called  Virginius 
Agein  the  lawc,  agein  ail  equitee, 
Holdcth,  exprcfle  ageia  the  will  of  mr. 
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My  tanm  xtlath  tbat  it  my  thral  by  right, 
Vbkh  from  msn  bous  was  ftolen  on  a  night 
thak  that  ihe  wat  ful  yong ;  I  wol  it  preve 
Ijr  witnefle,  Lord,  fo  that  it  yon  not  greve  : 
fie  s'lskis  dooghter  nonght,  what  fo  he  iay  ; 
Wherfbrc  to  you,  my  Lord  the  juge»  1  pray; 
Yeid  BK  my  thral,  if  that  it  be  your  wiih 
Lo,  this  was  all  the  fentence  of  his  bilL 

Vlrgiiiias  gaa  upon  the  cherl  behold ; 
But  haftily  er  he  hit  tale  told, 
Aod  wold  ban  preved  it  as  ihuld  a  knight, 
Aod  eke  by  wtoeffing  of  maay  a  wight 
That  all  was  &Ue  that  (aid  hit  adveriary, 
Thii  cnrfed  jogc  wolde  nothing  tary, 
Ne  here  a  word  more  of  Virginius, 
Bot  fare  bis  jngemeat,  and  faide  thus  : 

Ideme  aooo  this  dierl  his  fcrvant  have; 
Thoo  Ihak  no  lenger  in  thin  hous  hire  hve  % 
Go  brii^  hire  forth,  and  put  hire  in  oixr  ward  r 
The  chad  ilud  have  his  thral ;  thus  I  award* 

Aod  whan  chit  worthy  kmght  Virginiit, 
Thargb  ientencc  of  ^ia  juftice  Appint, 
Mofte  by  force  kit  dere  dovghferyeven 
Uito  the  JQge,  in  lecherie  to  liren. 
He  {oth  him  home,  and  fet  him  in  hit  hall, 
Aod  kt  anon  hit  dere  donghter  call ; 
Asd  with  a  face  dtd  at  aiMn  cold 
UpoD  hive  hnmbk  face  he  gan  behold. 
With  fidres  pitee  ftiking  thorgh  hisherte, 
I  Al  wold  be  from  hia  purpot  not  converte, 

DoQghter,  quod  he,  Viiginia  by  thy  name, 
Therben  two  waies,  other  deth  of  iiame, 
Tbt  thou  mna  fuffi^  alat  that  f  wat  bore  t 
for  Btvcr  thou  deiertedcft  wherfore 
To  £c&  with  aCwerd  or  with  a  kniL 
0  dere  doaghter,eiidcE  of  my  lif  1 
WUdl  have  foftred  up  with  fwiche  plefasce 
That  tboii  were  never  out  of  my  lemcmbfancc} 
OdoQghter  f  which  that  art  my  laile  wo. 
And  in  my  lif  my  laftc  joye  alfo ; 
0  gemtne  of  chaftitee !  in  patience 
Take  thoa  diy  deth,  for  this  it  my  fentence ; 
Tor  lore  and  not  for  bate  thou  mulh  be  dcd^ 
Mj  pitoas  bond  muft  finiten  of  thin  bed. 
Alas  that  ever  Appiiat  thee  fay ! 
This  hath  be  faUidy  judged  thee  to^y. 
Aod  tokl  hire  all  the  cat,  at  ye  before  ^ 

Haa  herd;  it  needeth  not  to  tell  it  mare. 

0  mercy,  dere  Eather !  qaod  this  maid. 
And  with  that  word  fhe  both  hire  armet  laid 
About  bis  occke,  at  (he  was  wont  to  do^ 
(Tbt  tCRibad  out  «f  bit.  eien  Vnro) 


.  And  (aid,  O  goode  father  (bal  I  die  ? 
Is  ther  no  grace  ?  it  ther  no  remedie  ? 

No  cenesydere  doughter  min !  quod  he. 
Than  yewe  me  leifer,  father  min  quod  (he. 
My  deth  for  tocomplaine  a  litelfpace  ; 
For  parde  Jepte  yave  hit  doughter  grace 
Pdr  to  compUine  or  he  hire  flow,  alat  f 
And  God  it  wot  nothing,  was  hire  trefpatj^ 
But  for  (he  ran  hire  father  ^rft  to  fee, 
To  welcome  him  with  gret  folempnitee. 
And  with  that  word  (he  fell  afwoun  anon. 
And  after,  whan  hire  fwwuntng  wat  agon. 
She  rifeth  up,  and  to  hire  father  (aid ; 
BlefTcd  be  Ood  that  I  (bal  die  a  maid! 
Yere  me  my  deth  or  that  I  have  a  (bame : 
Doth  with  your  child  your  wille  a  Goddet  nam^ 
And  widi  that  word  Ae  praied  him  ful  oft 
That  with' hit  (Werd  he  wolde  finite  hire  foft  i 
And  with  that  word'a(woune  again  (he  felT. 
Hire  father,  with  ful  forweful  herte  and  wiU^ 
Hire  bed  of  (mote,  and  by  the  top  it  bent. 
And  to  the  jage  he  gan  it  to  prefent. 
At  he  fat  yet  m  dome  in  conflftorie. 

And  whan  the  juge  it  &w,  as  faith  the  (loriijf^ 
He  bad  to  take  him  aod  anhang  him  (aft  : 
i  But  right  won  a  thbufand  peple  in  thra(k 
To  (avedie  knight  for  routh  and  for  pitee. 
For  knowen  was  the  fal(e  iniquitee. 

The  peple  anon  had  fufped  in  this  thing'^ 
By  maner  of  the  cherlet  chalengiiDg, 
That  it  wat  by  the  affent  of /^pius 
They  wiften  wcU  that  he  yru  Ifecherotit  : 
For  which  unto  thit  Apptut  they  gon» 
And  cafte  hm»  in  a  prifni  right  anon. 
Whereat  he  flow  himielf ;  and  Claudiut, 
That  fervant  wat  unto  thit  Appiut, 
Wat  demed  for  to  hang  upon  a  tree,. 
But  that  Virginiut  of  lut  pitee 
So  prayed  for  htm  that  he  wat  exilad^ 
And  e&et  certet  had  he  ben  beguiled  ; 
The  remenant  were  anhanged,  more  and  lefl^ 
That  were  confentant  of  tlut  curfSednefTe. 

Here  men  may  fee  how^fm-hatlt  hit  merite;-  . 
Beth  were,  for  no  mas  wot  trhom  God  woliiiut 
In  no  degree,  ne  in  which  maner.wifa 
The  worme  of  coafdence  may.agrUe 
Of  wicked  lif,  though  it  (b  privee  be 
That  no-maa  w«te  therof  fanf  Ood  and  hc^ 
For  be  he  lewed  man  or  ellet  lered 
Hen*ot  howfonethat  he  flialben  aferedt 
Therfore  I  rede  you  thit  confeil  take. 
Fori«kctb  (mac«c  ilflae  fftu  fgiftkc^ 
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Out  Hafte  ^Ei  eo  ^ere  m  lie  were  wOcm1« 
Harrow  t  (quod  ht)  by  [iule»in(l  by  blood 
Thif'  wat  a  fi^lfe  cbcrl  »a4  a  falfc  pftkc* 
At  ihameful  deth  a^  bertc  can  divife 
Come  to  thlCc  jugcs  and  bir  «dvocaj* 
Aigatc  ihift  fcLy  mAlde  U  jl^u,  alas! 
Alas!  Tu  deri?  abouj^ht  (be  hire  bcautee; 
VfhcxioTc  1  by  thit  all  day  man  tnay  fee 
Thit  yeftci  of  Fortune  and  of  Nature 
Ben  caufe  of  dcth'to  many  a  creature. 
Hire  beautee  was  hire  deth,  I  dare  wel  faia : 
Alas!  fo'pitoafly  as  (he  was  flatii. 
Of  bothc  y«ftes  that  I  fpeke  of  bow 
Men  han  ful  often  more  for  harm  than  prow. 

But  trewely,  ofiin  ow^  maifter  dcre, 
This  was  a  pitous  Tale  (or  to  bere; 
But  natheles  paiTe  oYcr  is  no  force. 
T  pray  to  God  to  favo  thy  gentil  corps. 
And  eke  thyn  urinals  and  thy  iordanos^ 
Thin  Ypochts,  and  eke  thy  Galianes, 
And  every  boift  ful  of  thy  letuarie 
Cod  hlefle  hem  and  our  Lady  Seine  Marie. 


So  mote  I  the  thou  art  a  propre  mao^ 

And  Uke  a  preUt,  by  Seint  Roosan. 

Sai4  I  not  wel  ?  I  cannot  fpeke  mterme ; 

But  w^l  I  wet  thou  do^  mih  herte  to  erme^ 

That  I  ,hftve  almoft  caught  a  cardkck : 

By  <9rptu  Dgmni  but  I  havQ  triacle. 

Or  elles  a  draught  of  moiil  and  corny  ale^ 

Or  but  I  here  anon  a  mery  Tale, 

Myn  hqlte  is  loft  for  pitee  of  this  maid* 

Thou  ki  mmy,  ^ou  Pwdoner  be  fiud, 

Tel  us  fom  mirth  of  japes  right  anoo. 

It  (hal  be  don,  quod  he,  by  Seint  Roiia«a« 
But  firft  fquod  he)  here  at  this  ale-ftake 
I  wol  both  drinke  and  bken  on  a  cake. 
But  right  anon  thife  gentiles  gan  to  eric  ^ 

Nay,  let  hiift  tell  us  of  no  ribaudrie : 
Tell  ui  fom  tnontl  thing,  that  we  mow  lore 
Som  wit,  and  thanne  wol  we  gladly  here.  - 
I  grannte  ywii^  quod  he;  but  1  mail  thiidta 
Upon  fom  honeft  thing  whik  thu  1  drinks* 
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LoiDiNos,  qu«d  ft»yi»c^fsliewfoti  f  pre^,   ' 

1  peine  me  to  have  an  hautein  fpeche. 

And  ring  it  out  as  round  as  goth  a  bell, 

for  1  can  all  by  rote  that  I  teU. 

My  teme  is  alway  on,  and  ever  was, 

JSmSx  maUntm  e/l  tmpidiias, 

Firft  I  pronounce  whennesthat  I  come, 
And  than  my  buUes  ihew  1  alle  and  fome : 
Our  liege  lordes  fele  on  my  patente 
That  ihew  I  firil,my  body  to  warrente, 
That  no  man  be  fo  bold,  ne  preeil  ne  clerk. 
Me  to  diilurbe  of  Criiles  holy  werk  : 

•  A  company  of  riotort  conf^ire  to  kill  Deith,  who 
Mlkth  then  one  after  another,   sfei^bt.^ 


And  af^er  tha^t^th  tdl  rfbxllh  my  talo. 
Bulks  of  popes  and  of  cardinales. 
Of  patriarkes  and  biihoppes,  I  ihewe. 
And  in  Latin  I  fpeke  a  wonks  fewe 
To  laffiron  with  my  predication. 
And  for  to  ftere  men  to  devotion  : 
Than  ihew  I  forth  my  longe  criibd  (loiie% 
Ycrammed  ful  of  doutes  and  of  bones ; 
Relikes  they  ben,  as  wenen  they  echon. 

Than  have  I  in  laton  a  ihulder  bone 
Which  that  wu  of  an  holy  lewes  ihepe. 

Good  men, fay  I,  take  of  my  wordes  kepe^ 
If  that  thu  bone  be  waihe  in  any  well. 
If  coW|  or  calf|  or  Ihepe,  or  oze,  fweil 
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Thit  tnf  fVonn  hath  ete,  or  worm  yftonge. 
Take  wato"  of  that  well  and  wafh  hit  tonge. 
And  k  it  holeanoo  ;  aod  Ibitheniiore, 
Of  pockes  and  of  fcab,  and  every  fore, 
Sbl  crery  Oicpe  be  hole  that  of  this  well 
Drinketh  a  drangfat :  take  kepe  of  that  I  tell. 

If  t&u  the  goi^  man  that  thebeftcs  oweth 
W61  every  wdce,  cr  that  the  cok  him  croweth» 
Mia|^  ydrinken  of  this  well  a  draught, 
Aa  tkUke  holy  Jew  our  eldres  uasrkt. 
His  be%s  and  his  ftore  ihal  mulopUe  ; 
AiidjStret,  alfo  it  hefeth  jaloofie ; . 
For  though  a  man  be  faUe  in  )a1ous  rage. 
Let  ottken  widi  this  water  his  potage, 
And  oerer  ihal  he  more  his  wif  miftrift. 
Though  he  the  fotk  of  hire  defaute  wift, 
Al  had  fl^  taken  preeftes  two  or  three. 

Here  is  ji  mitaioe  eke  that  ye  may  fee : 
Hi  that  hbhatuLwol  put  in  this  mitaioe 
He  ihal  have  multiplying  of  his  graine, 
Whan  he  hath  finren,  be  it  whete  or  otes, 
Ss  that  he  ofEier  pens  or  eUes  grotes.    - 

And  men  and  women,  o  thing  wame  I  you  | 
If  aaj  wight  be  in  this  chirche  now 
That  liath  don  finne  horrible,  Ca  that  he 
I^ooc  for  fliarae  of  it  yfliriven  be ; 
Or  any  woman,  be  (he  yong  or  old. 
That  hath  yni»le.  hire  huibond  cokewold, 
Swiche  folk  (hnl  han  no  power  ne  no  grace 
To  offer  to  my  rebkcs  in  this  place  : 
Acd  who  So  findeth  him  oat  of  fwiche  blame 
He  wplcome  up  aitd  offer  in  Ooddes  name, 
Asd  I  afibyle  him  by  the  au^ritec 
Whidi  that  by  bnile  ygranted  was  to  me. 

By  mb  gande  hare  I  wonnen  yere  by  yere 
An  bnsdred  mariL  fin  I  was  Pardonere. 
I  floode  ]]kf  a  clerk  in  my  polpet, 
And  whaathp  lewed  pcple  i»  doim  yfet 
Ipreche  fo  asye  haniierd  before, 
And  tell  an  kosdred  fidie  japes  more : 
Tltao  peine  I  metoftretchen  forth  my  oedBe, 
And  cAuid  weft  upon  the  peple  Ibecke, 
As  doth.a  dove  fitting  upon  a  berhe : 
Myn  hoodes  andjny  tonge  gon  fo  yeme, 
TW  it  is  joye  to  Cse  my  beilnefie. 
Of  anrice  aod  fwiche  curfednefie 
h^U  my  precfaang,.far  to  make  hem  kte 
To  yere  hir  pens,  and  namely  unto  me ; 
For  min  entente  is  not  but  for  Co  winae, 
Aod  nothing^  correAion  of  finne : 
J  reekc  never  whan  that  they  be  beried 
Though  that  hir  fooles  gon  a  bltke  beried. 

Forcertet  man^i  n  predication 
(Cometh  oft  time  ^  evil  entention ; 
&"n  for  pleiance  qf  folk  and  flaterie. 
To  ben  avanced  by  hypocrifie ; 
And  fan  for  vaine  glorie,  and  fom  for  hate : 
For  whaul  dare  sen  other  wayes  debate, 
Than  wol  I  fbing  Jum  wkh  my  tonge  finerte 
la  proEhog,  fo  tkat  befiial  not  afterte 
To  hende&med  faUely,  if  that  he 
Hath  trelpafed  to  my  brethren  or  to  me : 
For  thoogb  I  telle  not  his  propre  name. 
Men  ihal  wsd  knowcnthat  it  is  the  fimw. 


By  fignes,  and  by  other  cii^enm^eei. 
ThtM  quite  I  folk  that  don  us  difpleiance^ 
Thus  fpit  I  out  my  yenime  under  hcwe 
Of  holmeife,  to  feme  holy  and  trewe. 
But  (hbrtly  min  entente  I  wol  devife  3 
I  preche  of  nothing  but  for  covetife, 
Therfore  piy  teme  is  yet,  and  ever  was, 
UmBx  wtahntm  efi  eu^diUis, 

Thus  can  1  preche  again  the  fame  vice 
Which  that  I  ufo,  and  that  is  avarice. 
But  though  myfelf  be  gihy  in  that  finne^ 
Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twinne 
From  avarice,  and  fore  hem  to  rcpentc ; 
But  that  is  not  my  principal  entente : 
1  preche  nothing  but  for  covetife. 
Of  this  matece  it  ought  ynough  fufEfc. 

Than  tell  I  hem  enfamples  many  on 
Of  olde  (lories  longe  time  ag^on. 
For  levred  peple  loven  tales  olde ; 
Swiche  thinges  can  they  wel  report  and  holde. 
Wlut  ?  trowen  ye  that  whiles  I  may  preche 
And  winnen  gold  and  filyer  for  I  teche^ 
That  I  wol  live  in  poverte  wiU^illy  ? 
Nay,  nay;  I  thought  it  never  trcwcfy : 
For  I  wol  preche- aod  beg  in'fondry  londes^ 
I  wol  not  do  no  labour  with  min  hondcs, 
Ne  make  baikettes  for  to  live  therby, 
Becaufe  I  wol  not  bcggcn  idelly. 
I  wol  non  of  the  apoftks  contrefete; 
1  wol  have  money,  wolle,  chcfe,  and  whote;, 
Al  were  it  ycven  of  the  poureft  pagQ, 
Or  of  the  poureft  wxdewe  in  a  village, 
Al  (hulde  hire  cliildren  fterven  for  famine  i 
Nay,  I  wol  drinke  the  Hcour  of  the  vine, 
Aod  have  a  joly  wenche  in  every  toun. 

But  herkcneth,  Lordings,  in  condufiouo. 
Your  liking  is  that  !  (hall  tell  a  Tale. 
Now  I  have  dronke  a  draught  of  corny  ale« 
By  Ood  I  hope  I  Ihal  you  tell  a  thing 
That  ihal  by  rcfon  ben  at  your  liking; 
For  though  myfelf  be  a  ful  vicious  man, 
A  moral  Tale  yet  I  you  tellen  can. 
Which  1  am  wont  to  prechen  for  to  winne. 
Now  hohd  your  pees,  my  Tale  I  wol  beginaev 

In  Flandres  whilom  was  a  compagnic 
Of  yonge  folk  that  haunteden  folic. 
As  hazard,  riot,  ftewes,  and  tavernes, 
Whefas  with  harpes,  lutes,  and  gitemes. 
They  dance  and  plaie  at  dis  bothc  day  and  nigliCy 
And  ete  alfo  and  drinke  over  hir  might, 
Thurgh  which  they  don  the  devil  facrifice. 
Within  the  devils  tfcmple,  in  curfed  wifb. 
By  fuperfluit^eabhominable. 
Hir  othes  ben  ^0  gret  and  fo  damnable 
That  it  is  gfilty  for  to  here  hem  fwerc. 
OtirblisfmLordcs  body  they  to-t  ere  ; 
Hem  thought  the  Jewes  rent  him  not  ynough; 
And  eche  of  hem  at  others  (innc  lough. 
And  right  anou  in  comen  tombeftercs 
Fetis  and  fmale,  and  yopge  fruiteftcrcs. 
Singers  with  harpcs,  baudes,  wafereres. 
Which  ben  the  veray  devils  officeres. 
To  kindle  and  blow  the  fire  of  lechcrici 
That  is  annexed  unto  glutonie. 


lift 


THE  PARDON 


The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witnefle 
That  luzurie  it  in  wine  and  dronkenelTe. 

X^,  how  that  dronken  Loth  unkindely 
JLay  by  hit  daughters  two  unwetingly ; 
So  dronke  he  was  he  n*ifte  what  he  wrought. 

Herodes,  who  fo  wel  the  ftories  fought. 
Whan  he  of  wine  replete  was  at  his  feftc^ 
Right  at  his  owen  table  he  yave  his  hede 
To  fleen  the  Baptift  John  ful  gilteles. 

Seneca  faith  a  good  word  doutcles  | 
He  &ith  he  can  no  difference  find 
Betwix  a  man  that  i^  out  of  his  mind 
And  a  man  whiche  that  is  dronkelew; 
But  that  woodneffe,  yfallcn  in  a  ihrew, 
Perfevereth  lenger  than  doth  dronkeneffe. 

Oglotonie!  niU  of  curfedneffe, 
O  caiife  firft  of  our  confufion ! 
O  original  of  our  damnation ! 
Til  Crift  had  bought  us  with  liis  blood  again : 
Loketh  how  dere,  (hortly  for  to  fain, 
Abought  was  thilke  curfcd  vilanie : 
Corrupt  was  all  this  world  for  glotonie. 

Adam  our  father,  and  his  -wS  alfo, 
Tro  Paradis  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were  driven  for  that  vice,  it  is  no  drede; 
For  while  that  Adam  failed,  as  I  rede, 
He  was  in  Paradis,  and  whan  that  he 
Etc  of  the  fruit  defended  on  a  tree. 
Anon  he  was  out  caft  to  wo  and  peine. 

0  glotonie !  on  thee  wel  ought  us  plaine. 
O !  wift  a  man  how  many  maladies 

Folwen  of  exceffe  and  of  glotonies. 
He  wolde  ben  the  more  mefurable 
Of  his  diete,  fitting  at  his  uble. 
Alas!  the  fliorte  throte,  the  tcndre  month, 
Maketh  that  efi  and  weft,  and  north  and  fouth. 
In  erthe,  in  air,  in  water,  men  to  fwinke 
To  gete  a  gloten  deintee  mete  and  drinke. 
Of  3ui  matere,  O  Poule !  wel  can^  thou  trete  : 
Mete  unto  wombe,  and  wombe  eke  unto  mete, 
Shal  God  deftroien  bothe,  as  Paulus  fiiith. 
Alas!  a  foule  thing  is  it  by  my  faith. 
To  fay  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dede. 
Whan  man  fo  drinketh  of  the  white  and  rede 
That  of  his  throte  he  maketh  hisprivee 
Thurgh  thilke  curled  fuperfluiue. 

The  apoftle  faith  weping  ful  pitoufly, 
Thcr  walken  many  of  which  you  told -have  1 ; 

1  lay  it  DOW  weping  with  pitotis  vois 
Thftt  they  ben  enemies  of  Criftes  crois. 

Of  idiiche  the  end  is  deth;  womb  is  hir  God  : 

O  wombe,  o  belly!  ft  inking  is  thy  cod. 

Fulfilled  of  doiig  and  of  corruptioun  ; 

At  either  end  of  thee  foule  is  the  foun. 

How  gret  labour  and  coft  is  thee  to  find ! 

Thife  cokes  how  tbeyftamp,^d  ftreine,andgrind. 

And  tumen  fubftance  into  accident. 

To  fidfill  all  thy  likerous  talent ! 

Out  of  tJie  hardy  bones  knocken  they 

The  mary,  £6r  they  caften  nought  away 

That  may  go  thurgh  the  gullet  fcft  and  Ibte : 

Of  fpicerie,  of  leef ,  of  barke,  and  rote, 

Shal'  ben  his  faufe  ymaked,  by  dclit 

Tonake  him  yet  a  newer  appetit : 


ERES  TALE. 

But  certes  ne  that  hauntedi  fwiche  delkef 
Is  ded  while  that  he  liveth  in  tho  vices. 

A  lecherous  thing  is  wine,  and  dronkencfle 
Is  ful  of  ftriving  and  of  wrctchednefie. 
O  dronken  man!  disfigured  is  thy  face. 
Sour  is  thy  breth,  foul  art  thou  to  cnbrace. 
And  thurgh  thy  dronken  nole  femeth  the  fooo 
As  though  thou  faideft  ay  Sampfoon!  Sampfimn! 
And  yet,  God  wot,  Sampfoun  dronknever  no  wiae^ 
Thou  faleft  as  it  were  a  ftiked  fwine ; 
Thy  tonee  is  loft,  and  all  thin  honeft  cure. 
For  dronkeneiTe  is  vcray  fepulture 
Of  mannea  wit  and  his  dilicretion. 
In  whom  that  drinke  hadi  domination 
He  can  no  confeil  kepe,  it  b  no  drede. 
Now  kepe  you  fro  the  white  and  fro  the  rede# 
And  namely  fro  the  white  wine  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  fell  in  Filhftrete  and  in  Chepc, 
This  wine  of  Spaig^e  crepeth  fubtilly 
In  other  wines  growing  fafte  by. 
Of  which  ther  rifeth  fwiche  fumo&ee , 
That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  draughtes  tiir«^ 
And  weneth  that  he  be  at  home  in  Chepe, 
He  is  in  Spaigne,  right  at  the  toun  of  Lepe, 
Not  at  the  Rochell,  ne  at  Burdeux  toun. 
And  thanne  wol  he  lay  Sampfoun !  Samfonn  ! 

But  heikeneth,  Lordings,  o  word,  I  you  j^nyf 
That  all  the  foveraine  ades,  dare  I  fay. 
Of  viaories  in  the  Olde  Teftament, 
Thurgh  veray  God  that  is  onmipotent. 
Were  don  in  abftinence  and  in  prayere ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  there  ye  mow  it  lere* 

Loke,  Attila  the  grete  con^erour 
Died  in  his  llepe  wim  Ihame  and  diihonotfr, 
Bleding  ay  at  his  nofe  in  dronkenefle : 
A  capitaine  fliuUe  live  in  fobrcnelTe. 

And  over  all  this  avifeth  you  right  wd 
What  wwt  commanded  unto  Lamoel ; 
Not  Samuel,  but  Lamael,  fay  I. 
Redeth  the  Bible,  and  find  it  exprefly 
Of  wine  yeving  to  hem  that  have  juftice. 
No  more  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  fuffice. 

And  now  that  I  have.fpoke  af  glotonie. 
Now  wol  I  yon  defenden  halardrie. 
Hafard  is  veray  moder  of  lefinges, 
And  of  deceite  and  curled  forlweringet^ 
Blafpheming  of  Crift,  manflaughter,  and  wmft  iUm 
Of  catel,  and  of  time ;  and  forthermo 
It  is  repreve,  and  contrary  of  honour 
For  to  ben  hold  a  commun  hafardour. 
And  ever  the  higher  hois  of  cftat 
The  more  he  is  holden  defolat. 
If  that  a  prince  ufeth  haiarderie. 
In  alle  governance  ai;d  p<^cie 
He  is,  as  is  by  commun  opinion^ 
Yhold  the  lefie  in  reputation. 

StilboD,  that  viras  a  wife  embaffadonr, 
Was  fent  to  Corinth  with  ful  gret  honour 
Fro  Calidone,  to  maken  hem  alliance  ; 
And  whan  he  came  he  happed  him  pMr  sbmrntf 
That  all  the  greteft  that  were  of  that  kmd 
Yplaying  atte  hazard  he  hem  fond ; 
For  which,  as  fone  as  that  it  mighte  be. 
He  ftale  him  home  agein  to  hit  ronfrrty 


4bl4  %4ft  llttf  ,  t  w«a  M  Me  my  name. 
Me  wol  not  tiike  on  me  lb  gret  definae, 
Yoo  for  ta  aUie  wito  tion  ha&fdcnira : 
Scndeth  fom  otfcflj  iwfe  cmltOhdimfi 
for  bj  my  trmitbe  me  wove  Uvcr  dk 
TI14B  I  70a  IkM  tobrnfivdoiiriaUfe; 
For  ye,  that  ben  fe  gloriaut  ito  h^now^ 
Shal  not  allie  yon  to  son  hdarddun, 
Af  ky  my  wfiHe^  ne  at  by  my  tretee. 
ThisiArirefjfaUofofhre  thus  iayd  be. 

Lcdce  eke  how  t6  the  King  Dometrioi 
*rbeKing(^Parthc8,  0  the  book  iaytb  m^ 
6eathimapBkof4isof  gold  ill  Ibonie, 
IW  4«  had  nM  hafafd  ttierbdorfie, 
for  which  ho  heU  hit  giory  and  hit  reioon 
At  00  vnhio  Off  rrywarimm. 
JLofdet  maif  fiiden  other  miner  play 
Hooeft  ynonah  todrirt  the  day  away. 

Nov  w«l  f  ijpehe  of  eifaei  faife  iand  gfett 
A  word  or  two,  M  olde  bookds  trec^ 
Oretrwaingu  a  tbng  abbominaUe, 
And  irife  Iweitng  ik  yet  mttre  leprernhie^ 
The  h^ghe  Ood  tebnl  iWeting  at  al, 
iritne&oniiatbiwi  but  m  fecial 
Of  isromg  fiiyth  the  h»ty  Jeremie, 
Tboo  ib^  #mre  (bathio  otfact,  and  not  lle^ 
And  §mne  n  domfc,  aod  eke  in  righlwifiBeffsy 
Bnt  idel  iwering  ia  a  cnrftdnefe. 

B^udd  and  fee  that  in  th^  irfte  tidiU 
Of  highe  Ooddea  htites  honom^Ue 
How  that  the  lecond  heft  of  him  is  thi% 
Take  not  my  naSM  m  tdleor  amtt* 
IxH  rathwhe  larbodeih  iMche  fwering 
Than  hotnioide  or  many  ^  other  things 
I  &y  that  a»  by  onfar^  thnfe  it  ftonde^ 
Thia  knoY#^  bo  that  hit  heftet  nndeiAondeth 
Ho«r  chnc  the  Iboond  heft  of  Cod  io  that  s 
And  locthcvnUM,  1  wol  the  teU  »U  pbit 
That  vengeance  Ihat  not  palrtwi  fhwa  hia  bono 
That  of  bit  ochet  il  ootvagoout. 
By  Goddctp^ocioiiafatrtfet  and  by  hititailet. 
And  br  the  bhml  of  Oriik  that  it  in  Hoiles, 
Sevco  it  my  cbince,  aitd  thin  ii  chik  and  treye  t 
By  Ootkiea  annoaif  ihon  filliy  pkjt 
Th^dtff^Atl  thm^oiit  thin  Bertego, 
Tbia  Cntit  eaineth  of  the  bicchcl  bones  two, 
Foffwcring,  ii«,  fyUktkeS^  andhomleide. 

Now  te  Iho  loiM  of  erii,  thatfoi^  ns  dido, 
Leteah  your  otheo  bdthe  gvoi  and  (hulk. 
But,  Sires,  now  wol  t  loU  yo»  forth  mv  Tak^ 

Hkiie  riotooMt  thrao  of  which  I  tell, 
Ijomg&ti^  m  fffanc  roag  of  any  b*U, 
Were  let  iKM  iri  »  Mw^Nie  |bff  to  drinker 
ADd  as  they  ibt  they  bond  a  bolle  f  Hnko 
BeisTB  S  c«f)>s  was  etritd  to  hit  gn^; 
That  on  of  Ketfi  gM  cilltft  to  his  kna^ 
Go  bet,  fsod  he,  ani  aMre<^         ^ 
What  corpa  If  thJo  that  yfedMi  here  forth  by, 
Aod  hike  thM  thoa  Mp^bisriamewel. 

Site,  fHod  thisboy^  it.liodoili  liferer  adel| 
It  was  mo  told  or  ye  came  het«  two  hotifes; 
He  was  pardtf  aiif  M  feld#  of  yctares, 
Axid  fo&nly  he  wsis  yikin  to-night. 
For  dronhe  at  he  fat  amh&a  beach  apri^t} 
Vol,  I. 


THE   I^^EDOKERIS   tAIiE 


l»3 


Ther  came  a  privee  thtfef  toen  clcpen  Dtth, 
That  in  this  contree  ail  the  peple  flcth. 
And  with  his  fpere  he  fmote  hisherte  at  wo, 
And  went  his  way  withouten  wordes  mo. 
He  hath  a  thbuiand  flain  this  peftilen^c ; 
And,  maiiler,  or  ye  come  in  his  prcfeocc 
Me  thiqketh  that  it  were  ful  necelTarie 
For  to  beware  of  (wiche  an  adverfaric  : 
Beth  rcdy  for  me  to  mete  him  evermore ; 
Thus  tanghte  me  ray  dame ;  I  fey  no  more. 

By  Semte  Marie^  iayd  this  tavemere, 
The  chikl  fayth  foth,  for  he  hath  flain  this  ycre. 
Hens  over  a  mile,  within  a  gret  village 
Both  man  and  woman,  child)  and  hync  Lid  p««, 
I  trowe  his  habitation  be  there  : 
To  ben  avUcd  gret  wifdom  it  were 
Or  tlu(t  he  did  a  man  a  dHhooour. 

Ye,  Goddesarmea^  quod  this  riotoor. 
Is  It  fwiche  peril  with  hxiti  for  to  mete  ? 
)  lihal  him  fckcby  ftile and  Ae by  ftrete, 
I  make  a  vow  by  Ooddes  digne  bones. 
Herkeneth,  felawes,  we  three  ben  aUe  ones* 
Let  echo  of  os  hold  up  his  bond  to  other. 
And  eche  of  ns  becomen  others  brother 
And  we  wol  flen  this  felfe  traitour  Deth  • 
He  ihal  bo  fljdn,  ho  that  fo  many  fleth,  ' 
By  Goddes  dignitee,  or  it  be  night. 

Togedcr  ban  thife  three  hir  troutbes  plieht 
To  hve  and  dien  eche  of  hem  for  other. 
As  though  be  were  his  ot^en  boren  brother. 
Ahd  np  they  fteit  al  dvonken  in  this  rage, 
And  forth  they  gon  towards  that  viUaee 
01  which  the  tocmer  had  fpoke  bcforn. 
And  manv  a  grffly  oth  than  haVe  they  fworn. 
And  Crliles  blefied  body  they  to-Tcnt^ 
Deth  ihal  be  dcd,  if  that  we  may  him  bent. 

Whan  they  ban  gon  not  ftiUyhalfa  mile. 
Right  as  they  wold  han  troden  over  a  ftile. 
An  olde  than  and  a  poure  with  hem  mcttc*: 
Thisolde  man  fal  mekely  hem  grctte, 
Andfaydethiis;  Now,  Lordes,  God  you  fee! 

The  proadeft  of  thife  riot  cures  three 
Anfwctdagrn;  What  ?  chcrl,  with  fory  mcti, 
Why  art  thou  aH  foHrrapj^d  £ave  thy  face  f     * 
Why  liteft  thou  fo  longe  in  fo  gret  age  f 

This  olde  man  gan  lok^  ih  his  vlfajrc. 
And  fayde  thus ;  For  I  rtc  cannot  findc 
A  man,  though  that  I  walked  into  Inde, 
Neither  in  citec  nc  in  no  village, 
That  woldc  change  his  youthe  for  min  age; 
And  therefore  mote  I  han  min  ajjc  flill 
As  loilge  time  as  it  is  Ooddes  wiTl. 
Nc  Deth,  alas  !  he  wil  not  haft  my  lif  j 
Thus  walke  1  like  a  teftclcs  caitif, 
And  on  :he  ground,  which  is  my  modres  gate, 
I  knocke  with  my  flaf  erlich  and  hte. 
And  iliy  to  hlrej  Levc  mother,  let  me  in. 
Lo,  how  tvanifh,  fleft,  and  Wood,  andfld^ 
Aks !  Mfhiti  (btd  my  bones  ben  at  rcfte  ? 
Mother,  with  yov'  wold  I  changcn  nly  cheft^ 
That  in  my  chambre  lopge  time  hath  Ije, 
Ye,  fol-  an  heren  clout  to  Wrap  In  me. 
But  yet  to  me  ihe  wol  net  don  that  grace. 
For  #bicb  ful  pate  and  weJked  ii  mf  kit-^ 
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But,  Sifes,  to  yott  it  u  n6  curtcfie 
To  fpcke  unto  an  olde  man  vilaaie, 
But  he  trefpafc  in  word  or  elles  in  dcde. 
In  holy  writ  ye  moun  yourfelvcn  rede 
Ageins  an  olde  man  hore  upon  his  hede 
Ye  Ihuld  arife  :  there/ore  1  yeve  you  rcdc 
Ne  doth  unto  an  olde  man  oon  harm  now^ 
No  more  than  that  yc  wold  a  man  did  you 
In.&ge,  if  that  ye  may  fo  long  abide  ; 
And  God  be  with  you  where  you  go  or  ride  : 
I  mode  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go. 

Nay,  olde  chcrl,  by  God  thou  (halt  not  fo, 
Sayde  this  other  hafardour  anon ; 
Thou  parted  not  fo  lightly,  by  Scint  John. 
'thou  Ipake  right  now  of  thilkc  traitour  Deth, 
That  in  this  contree  all  our  frendes  fleth ; 
Have  here  my  trouth^  as  thou  art  his  efpie. 
Tell  whcr  he  is,  or  thou  (halt  it  abic 
By  God  and  by  the  holy  facrement. 
For  fothly  thou  art  on  of  his  aflent 
To  Hen  us  yonge  folk,  thou  falfe  thefe. 

Now,  Sires,  quod  he,  if  it  be  you  fo  lefe 
To  ^nden  Dedi,  toume  up  this  croked  way, 
For  in  that  grove  I  left  him  by  my  fay 
Under  a  tree,  and  ther  he  wol  abide, 
Ne  for  your  boil  he  wol  him  oothiog  hide. 
Se  ye  that  oke  ?  right  ther  ye  flxuln  him  find. 
God  fave  you  that  bought  agen  mankind. 
And  you  amende  !  Thus  fayd  this  olde  man. 

And  everich  of  thife  riotoures  ran 
Til  they  came  to  the  tree,  and  ther  they  found 
Of  Florcins  fine  of  gold  ycoined  round 
Wei  nigh  and  cightc  buihels,  as  hem  thought : 
No  lengcr  than  after  Dethe  they  fought. 
But  ecbe  of  hem  fn  glad  was  of  the  fight, 
For  that  the  Floreins  ben  fo  faire  and  bright. 
That  doun  they  fctte  hem  by  the  precious  hord : 
1*he  werfte  of  hem  he  fpake  the  firfte  word. 

Btethren,  qucd  he,  uke  kepe  what  I  (hal  fay; 
My  wit  is  grct  though  that  I  bourde  and  play. 
This  trcfour  hath  Fortune  unto  us  yevco, 
in  mirth  and  jolitee  our  lif  to  liven. 
And  lightly  as  it  cometh  fo  wol  we  fpend. 
^y,  Goddes  precious  dignitec  !  who  wend 
To-day  that  we  ihuld  ban  fo  faire  a  grace  ? 
But  might  this  gold  be  caried  fro  this  place 
Home  to  myn  hous,  or  elles  unto  youres, 
(For  wel  I  wots  that  all  this  gold  is  ourcs) 
Thanne  were  we  in  high  felicitec ; 
But  trcwcly  by  da^  it  may  not  be. 
Men  woldcn  fay  that  we  were  theeves  (Irong, 
And  for  our  owcn  trefour  don  us  hong. 
This  trefour  muft  ycaried  be  by  night 
As  wifely  and  as  fleighly  as  it  miglu  ; 
Wherfore  I  rede  that  cut  among  us  alle 
We  drawe,  and  let  fee  wher  the  cut  wol  faUc ; 
And  he  that  hath  the  cut,  with  hertc  bhth, 
Shal  rennen  to  the  toun,  and  that  ful  fwitb, 
And  bring  us  bred  and  win  ful  prively ; 
And  two  of  us  fiial  kepen  fubtilly 
This  trefour  wel ;  and  if  he  wol  not  tarieo. 
Whan  it  is  night  we  wol  this  trefour  carieu 
By  on  afient  wher  as  us  thinketh  belL 

That  9n  of  hem  the  cut  brought  in  hia  fed, 
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And  bad  him  drawe^  and  Ibke  wher  it  woM  &Bif 

And  it  fell  on  the  yongeft  of  hem  alk. 

And  forth  toward  the  toon  he  went  snon  : 

And  al  fo  fone  as  that  be  wis  agoo 

That  on  of  hem  fpake  thus  unto  that  other  ; 

Thou  woteft  wel  thou  art  my  fworen  brother. 

Thy  profitc  wol  1  tell  the  right  anon. 

Thou  woft  wel  that  our  lebw  is  agon. 

And  here  is  gold,  and  that  ful  grct  ploitee, 

That  (hal  departed  ben  among  nt  three  ; 

But  natheles,  if  I  can  fiiape  it  £o 

That  it  departed  were  among  us  two. 

Had  I  not  don  a  frendes  tnm  to  thee  i 

That  other  anfwerd,  I  n*ot  how  that  may  be  i 
He  wote  wel  that  the  gold  is  with  ns  tweye. 
What  fhub  we  don,  what  fhnln  we  to  him  fieye  f 
Shal  it  be  conicil  ?  iaydethe  firfle  fhrewe,  - 
And  I  fhal  tellen  thee  in  wordes  fewe 
What  we  fhul  don,  and  bring  it  wel  abootc* 

I  grante,  qnod  diat  other,  ont  of  doute. 
That  by  my  trouth  I  wol  thee  not  bewreie. 

Now,  qnod  the  firft,  thou  woft  wel  we  bei 
And  tweie  of  us  fhal  fbenger  be  than  on.  [tweie. 
JLoke,  whan  that  he  is  fet  thou  right  anon 
Arife,  as  though  thou  woldeft  with  him  play« 
And  I  fhal  rive  him  thurgh  the  fides  tway 
Wh^le  that  thou  flroglefl  with  him  as  in  game. 
And  with  thy  dagger  loke  thou  do  the  fame  i 
And  than  fhal  this  gold  departed  be. 
My  dere  frend !  betwixen  thee  and  me ; 
Than  moun  we  bothe  our  lufle»al  fulfille. 
And  pUy  at  dis  right  at  oar  owen  wille. 
And  thus  accorded  ben  thife  fbrcwes  tvrcye 
To  flcn  the  thridde,  as  ye  han  herdc  me  feye. 

This  yongefl,  which  that  wente  to  the  toui^ 
Ful  oft  in  herte  he  rolleth  up  and  doun  I 

The  beaotee  of  thife  Floreinanew  and  bright. 
O  Lord !  quod  he,  if  fo  were  that  1  jni^t 
Have  all  this  trefour  to  myfelf  alone,  I 

Ther  n'is  no  man  that  livcth  under  the  trone 
Of  God  that  fhulde  live  fo  mery  as  I. 
And  at  the  lad  the  fend  otir  enemy 
Putte  in  has  thought  that  he  fhuld  poifon  hejf. 
With  which  he  mighte  flcn  his  felaws  tweye ; 
For  why  ?  the  fend  fond  him  in  fwichc  lirin^ 
That  he  had  Icve  to  forwe  him  to  bring ; 
For  this  was  outrcly  his  fill  entente. 
To  flcn  hem  both  and  never  to  repente. 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  lenger  wold  he  tary,        I 
Into  the  toun  unto  a  potecary,  | 

And  praied  him  that  he  wolde  fell  i 

Some  poifon,  that  he  might  his  ratouns  quell;    j 
And  eke  ther  was  a  polkat  in  his  hawe 
That,  as  he  fayd,  his  capons  had  yflawe  ; 
And  fayn  he  wolde  him  wrekcn,  if  he  mightt 
Of  vermine  that  deflroied  hem  by  night. 

The  potecary  anfwerd.  Thou  Ihalt  havcj 
A  thing,  as  wifly  God  my  foule  fave. 
In  all  tiiis  world  ther  n*is  n^' creature 
That  etc  or  dronke  hath  of  this  coofc^re^ 
Not  but  the  mountance  of  a  come  of  whctc. 
That  he  ne  fhal  his  lif  anon  forlete. 
Ye,  flerve  he  fhal,  and  that  in  leffe  while 
Than  thou  wolt  gon  a  pas  not  but  a  mile  ^ 
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Tlutpoiioo  u  fo  ftfong  and  violent.  1 

,  Tlui  CDifed  man  hath  in  his  hond  yhent  ' 

THlApoifon  in  a  box,  and  fwithe  he  ran 

hto  the  Dczte  fbete  onto  a  man. 

And  borwcd  of  him  large  boteUes  three. 

And  in  the  two  the  poifen  poured  he ; 

UK  thriidc  he  kepte  dene  for  hit  drinker 

For  all  the  night  he  ihope  him  for  to  fwiuke 

b  carying  of  the  gold  out  of  thskt  place. 

And  whan  this  riotour  with  fory  grace 
Hith  filled  with  win  his  grete  botteUet  three 
To  his  felawes  agen  repaireth  he. 

What  nedeth  it  thereof  to  fermon  more  ? 
For  right  as  they  hid  caft  his  dcth  before, 
Right  fo  they  ban  him  (lain,  and  that  anon. 
And  whan  that  this  was  don,  thife  fpake  that  on$ 
Now  let  iu  (it  and  driuke,  and  make  us  mery. 
And  afterward  wc  wiln  his  body  bcry. 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  him  />ar  cm 
To  take  the  botclle  ther  the  poifon  was. 
And  drooke,  and  yave  his  felaw  drinke  alfo^ 
For  which  anon  thcf  ftorven  bothe  two. 

But  ccrtci  I  fnppofe  that  Avicenne 
T^rote  nerer  In  no  canon  nc  in  no  fenne 
Mo  wonder  flgnes  of  empoiibning 
Than  had  thife  wretches  two  or  hir  ending; 
Thus  ended  hsB  thife  homicides  two, 
And  eke  the  falfe  cmpoifoner  alfo. 

0  cnrfednefft  of  all  cuHcdnefle ; 
0  traltours  homicide !  o  wickedncflc  i 

0  glotonie,  hixurie,  and  hafardrie  ! 
Thon  blafi>hemoar  of  Crift  with  vilanic 
Aad  othes  grete  of  ufagc  and  of  pride  1 
Aks !  mankinde,  how  may  it  betide 

That  to  thy  Creatour,  which  that  thee  wrought, 
And  with  his  precious  herte-blood  thee  bought,' 
Thon  art  ibfaUe  and  fo  unkind?  alas! 

Now,  good  men,  God  foryevc  you  your  trefpas, 
"And  ware  you  fro  the  finne  of  avarice, 
Min  holy  pardon  may  you  all  warice. 
So  that  ye  ofire  nobles  or  (Urlinget, 
Or  ellcs  filvcr  broches,  fpones,  ringes. 
Bowcth  your  bed  under  this  hoIy/buUe.  • 
Cometh  np,  ye  wives,  and  offreth  of  your  woUe  ; 
Your  names  I  entre  here  in  my  roll  anon  ; 
Into  the  bliffc  of  heven  fliul  ye  gon  : 

1  yoo  alTotle  by  min  high  powere,  . 

Yoo  that  wiln  offre,  as  clene  and  eke  as  cfere 
As  jt  were  borne.     "Loj  Sires,  thus  I  prechc; 
And  Jeftt  Crift,  that  is  our  foules  leche, 
So  graunte  you  his  pardon  to  receive, 
lorthatisbeft,  I  wol  you  not  deceiTCv 


But,  Sires,  o  word  fofgate  1  in  my  Tale ; 
I  have  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male 
As  faire  as  any  man  in  Engelond, 
Which  were  me  yeven  by  the  Popes  hond. 
If  any  of  youwol  of  devotion 
Offren,  and  han  my  abfolution, 
Cometh  forth  anon,  and  kneleth  here  adoud, 
And  mekely  receiveth  my  pnrdoun  ; 
Or  elles  taketh  pardon  as  ye  wende, 
Al  new  and  freihe  at  every  tounes  ende. 
So  that  ye  ofiren  alway  newe  and  ncwe 
Nobles  or  pens  which  that  ben  good  and  trewei 
It  is  an  honour  to  everlch  tlult  is  here 
That  ye  moun  have  a  fuflSfailt  Pardonere 
To  aflbilen  you  in  contree  as  ye  ride 
For  aventures  which  that  moun  betide. 
Paraventure  ther  may  fallc  oq  pr  two         ,         , 
Doun  of  Kis  hors,  and  breke  his  necke  atwo; 
Loke,  which  a  feurtee  is  it  to  you  alle  ' 
That  I  am  irt  your  felawlhip  yfalle. 
That  may  aflbile  you  both  more  and  lelTe, 
Whan  that  the  feule  (hal  fro  the  body  paffe. 
I  rede  that  our  Hoftc  fhal  beginne. 
For  he  is  nioft  envoluped  in  (mne. 
Come  forth.  Sire  Hofte,  and  offrc  firft  anon; 
And  thou  (halt  kiffe  the  relikes  everich  on. 
Ye  for  a  grote :  unbokel  anon  thy  purfe. 

Nay,  nay,  quod  he  ;  than  have  I  Crifte^  cUffc.- 
Let  be,  quod  he  ;  it  ihal  not  be,  fo  the  ich. 
Thou  woldeft  make  me  kiffe  thin  olde  brech. 
And  fwerc  it  were  a  relike  of  a  ftint. 
Though  it  were  with  thy  foundement  depeint  ; 
But  by  the  crois  which  that  Seint  Heleine  fond 
I  wolde  I  had  thin  coilons  in  min  hond 
Inftede  of  relikes  or  of  feintuarie; 
Let  cut  heni  of,  I  wol  thee  help  hem  carle  i 
They  ihul  be  ihrined  in  aAhoggst  terd. 

This  Pardoner  anfwered  not  a  word ; 
So  wroth  he  was  no  worde  ne  wolde  he  fay. 

Now,  quod  our  Hofte,  I  wol  no  lenger  play 
With  thee,  ne  with  non  other  angry  man. 

But  right  anon  the  worthy  knight  began, 
>(  Whan  that  he  few  that  all  the  peple  lough) 
No  more  of  this;  for  it  is  right  ynough. 
Sire  Pardoner,  be  mery  and  glad  of  chere 
And  ye,  Sire  Hofte,  that  ben  to  me  fo  dere, 
I  pray  you  that  ye  kifle  the  Pardoner ; 
And,  Pardoner,  I  pray  thee  draw  thee  ner. 
And  as  we  diden  let  us  laug;h  and  play. 
Anon  they  kifled,  and  ridcn  forth  hir  way. 

Hij 
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puR  Hofte  upon  hit  Aiutom  fto4e  91100^ 
Aiidlald£»  Good  men,  herkeqcti  circricbodv. 
This  was  a  thriftr  Tale  Cor  the  nones. 
Sire  PartA  Preeft,  (^Qod  ho,  tor  Gtoddeyhonet^ 
Tell  us  a  Tale,  as  wa9  thy  (orwdM  ^sc; 
1  fee  wcl  that  ye  leroed  in«n  m  l«r« 
Can  mochcl  good,  hy  Goddes  digniMe* 

The  Pcrfoa  him  anrwerd,  BeM^Hcf 
What  cileth  tkc  man  fo  fin^lT  to  fwere  ? 

Our  Hoftc  anfwerd,  O  Tankip  I  be  yc  there  ? 
Kow  good  men^  quod  oar  Ho{|e,  herlwfitlvtp  «ie  ? 
1  fmeli  a  Loller  in  the  wind,  quod  be : 
Abideth  for  Goddes  digne  pamon^ 
^or  ^e  Ihal  hao  a  preOicaUoa ; 


This  LoIIer  here  wol  prcchca  us  fomwhat* 

Nay,  by  my  fathers  fouk,  that  ihal  he  aaCp 
Sayde  the  Shipman ;  here  Ihal  he  nat  prcchc? 
He  flui  no  pipel  glofen  here  nt  techf^ 
We  levcn  afi  in  th«  grct  God,  qpod  hfi  i 
He  wolde  fowen  (bm  di£c«hee» 
Or  fpringen  cockle  in  our  clcnc  cofne  ; 
And  therefore  HoAe,  I  wane  thee  belomc. 
My  joly  body  ftial  a  Talc  telle. 
And  I  flial  clioken  you  To  mery  a  he  Ik 
That  I  (hal  Wakji*  soI  this  compagni^ 
But  i^  Ihal  not  ben  of  phUofopiuei 
Ne  of  phyfihe*  ne  tcnnci  queinte  of  UwtS' 
Ther  is  but  lied  Latin  uh  my  ouwe. 
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A  Marchimt  whilom  ^welled  at  Seint  t)»iiill: 
That  Hchc  wasi  for  which  men  held  him  wife : 
A  wif  he  had  of  cxctllent  beauteo, 
And  colnpaignable  and  revelous  was  (he, 
"Which  is  a  thing  that  eaiUeth  more  difpence 
Than  worth  it  ul  the  chere  and  reverence 
That  men  hem  don  at  feftes  add  at  dances  ; 
Swiche  fidutations  and  contenances 
Paflcn  as  doth  a  (hadwe  upon  the  wal ; 
But  wo  is  him  that  payen  mete  for  att. 
The  fely  hufbond  algate  he  mote  pay, 
He  mote  us  clothe  and  he  mote  us  array 
All  for  his  owen  woHhip  richely. 
In  which' array  we  dancen  jolily  : 
And  if  that  he  may  not  paraTenture, 
Or  elles  luft  not  fwiche  difpence  endure} 
But  thinketh  it  is  wailed  and  yloil. 
Than  mote  another  payen  for  our  coft. 


Or  I^no  us  gold,  and  that  U  perihms. 

Thi^  noble  marchant  held  a  wonhy  honv 
For  which  be  bad  all  day  fo  grot  repaioe 
For  his  largefle,  and  for  kh  wif  wa»  fairc. 
That  wonder  m    But  herfcencth  tp  my  Talc. 

Ainonges  all  thife  geftes  gret  and  imale 
Ther  wasa  monk,  a  iatre  man  and  a  bold, 
I  trow  a  thritty  winter  he  was  old. 
That  ever  in  on  was  drawing  to  that  place* 
This  yonge  monk,  that  was  fo  faire  of  face. 
Acquainted  was  fo  with  this  goode  man, 
Sidien  that  hire  firfte  knowlege  began, 
Hiat  in  his  hous  as  famiHer  was  he 
As  it  poifible  is  any  frcnd  to  be. 
And  ror  as  mochel  us  this  goode  man 
And  eke  this  monk  of  which  that  I  bcgaii' 
Were  bothe  two  ybome  in  o  viUage, 
The  monk  him  claimeth  as  for  coimage. 
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And  he  again  him  £174  Mot  oQCi  Bay, 
Bit  WMM  gbd  tkaot  aa  fook of  4ar, 
far  tohii  hate  k  was  «  g^  plcfancc. 
Thss  ben  they  knit  with  etctnc  aUlance, 
ADdeche  of  hem  gan  •cher  for  to  eoiiMPe 
Of  brotherhed  what  that  htr  lif  flMy  ^hire. 

Free  was  Dan  John,  and  sanely  of  di^pcooe* 
As  in  that  hoM,  aad  fill  of  diUgcoce 
To  doQ  ple£uicc»  and  aUb  fret  ooft^c  z 
Heootfoifaieto  yatve  the  kfte  ftge 
InalldkathoQt,  biita£tcrhir  degvea 
He  7B?e  the  krd  and  fithoo  his  laeisoe, 
Wbu  that  he  cane;.  Xboi  maoer  facmeft  thing. 
For  which  they  verc  as  glad  of  his  coming 
Ailouk  if  iayo  vvihan  tiMt  the  fooae  up  rifetk 
No  more  of  this  as  How,  for  k  faficctli. 

But  fo  belidl  this  marchant  00  a  day 
Shape  him  to  makea^edy  his  amy 
Toward  thetoimof  Bmggef  hr  to  kn. 
To  bjen  the  a  portion  of  ware, 
For  wiikh  he  hath  to  I^ris  ibK  anon 
A  neffi^gcr,  mA  praicd  hath  Dan  John 
That  he  fliuld  conoe  to  Seimt  Denk,  and  pkie 
With  him  and  wi^  his  wif  a  day  or  tweie. 
Or  he  to  Bcagges  went,  in  aU  wi£r. 

This  ooble  monk,  of  which  i  you  devifc* 
Hath  of  his  ahhot  as  him  M  Uoence, 
(Becsofe  he  was  a  cnan  of  high  prudence, 
Aodeke  20  ol&^er  out  for  to  rkie 
To  lecn  hir  granges  assd  hir  beracs  wide) 
And  unip  6etf>t  Denis  be  comcth  anon. 

Who  wa^  fo  wdcome  at  my  Lord  Dan  John, 
Oct  dere  coniin,  fd  of  cartefie  ? 
Widi  htm  he  brought  a  jubbc  of  Malvefie, 
Aod  eke  another  fol  of  fine  Vemagc, 
AcdTolatile,  as  ay  washkulage. 
And  that  I  kt  hem  etc,  anddmke,  and  pkye, 
Thit  marchant  and  this  mo^,  a  day  or  tweye. 

The  thridde  day  this  marchant  up  arifcth, 
And  00  his  nedea  ikdiy  him  avifeth, 
Aodapitttohiscottiitoar  housgothhie,  • 
To  rekea  with  hknTeiTen,  wd  may  be. 
Of  thilke  yerc  how  that  it  with  him  ftood. 
And  how  t>,  t  he  distended  had  his  good, 
Aad  if  that  ntencrrfed  were  or  non. 
His  bsokas  and  his  hagges  many  on 
He  byeth  befbm  him  on  his  counting  bord. 
Fol  rkhe  was  his  treibur  and  his  hord. 
For  which  ful  hAc  his  countour  dore  he  fliet, 
Aad  eke  he  nVdde  bo  man  ftuld  him  let 
Of  his  sccoantesfor  the  mene  time ; 
Aod  that  he  it  til  k  was  paflcd  prime. 

I>an  John  wasiiien  in  theraorwe  alfo, 
And  in  the  gaxdin  watted  to  and  fro. 
And  hath  his  thinges  iayd  fill  curteifly. 

This  goode  wif  came  walking  prively 
loto  the  gardin  ther  he  waflosth  foft, 
Andhim  Uueth,  as  Ihe hath  don.oft : 
A  Dsiden  chUd  ami  in  hire  compagnie, 
^^^  s  hire  Ufk  Ihe  may  gorerae  atti  gt^ 
For  jet  ander  the  yerde  was  thematde. 

0  dere  coufin  min !  Das  John,  flie  fiude, 
What aileth  you  fo  rathe  for  to  ariie? 

2<ecc>  ^od he,  koiig^t yaou^AdSfe 


Five  houres  for  to  (lcpe«^0B  a  night. 
But  it  W^  for  an  oide  appalled  wight, 
,  As  ben  th2fe  wedded  men,  that  lie  and  dare, 
As  in  a  founne  iitteth  a  wory  hare 
Were  al  forftraught  with  houndes  gret  and  (male* 
But,  dere  nece !  why  be  ye  fo  pale  ? 
I  trowe  certes  that  our  goode  man 
Hath  you  laboured  fith  this  night  began. 
That  you  were  nede  to  relUn  halUly. 
And  with  that  word  he  lough  ful  merily. 
And  of  his  owen  thought  he  wexe  all  red. 

This  faire  wif  gan  for  to  ihakehire  hed. 
And  faied  thus;  Ye,  God  wote  all,  quod  ihc : 
Kay,  coiln  piin,  it  ftant  not  fo  with  me ; 
For  by  that  God  that  yavc  me  foule  and  lif 
In  all  the  rcame  of  Fraunce  is  thcr  no  wif 
That  lafiTe  luft  hath  to  that  fory  play, 
For  I  may  fing  alas  and  wala  wa 
That  I  wat  borne  !  but  to  so  wight(quod  (he) 
Dare  I  not  tali  how  that  it  ftant  with  me ; 
,Wherfore  I  thinke  out  of  this  lond  Xf^  wende, 
Or  elles  of  myfielf  to  make  an  ende, 
So  f ^l  am  I  of  drcdc  and  eke  of  care. 

This  monk  began  upon  this  wif  to  ihu'e. 
And  (ayd,  Alas !  my  neoe,  Ood  forbede 
That  ye  for  any  forwe  or  any  drede 
Fordo  yourself :  but  telleth  me  your  grefe, 
Paraventurc  I  may  in  your  mifchcfe 
Confeile  or  helpe ;  aod  therfore  telleth  me 
All  your  annoy,  for  it  Dial  ben  fecrce ;  ' 

For  on,  my  portos  hare  I  make  an  oth 
That  never  in  my  lif,  for  Icfe  nc  loth, 
Ne  ihal  I  of  no  confeU  yon  bewray^ 

The  Suae  ageo  to  you,  quod  ihe,  I  fay. 
By  Ood  and  by  this  portos  I  you  fwere, 
Though  men  me  wolden  all  in  pieces  tere, 
Ne  ihall  I  fiever,  for  to  gon  to  hcUe, 
Bewrey  o  word  of  thing  that  ye  me  tell; 
Kought  for  no  cofinage  ne  alUance, 
But  veraily  for  love  and  affiance. 
Thus  ben  they  fworne,  and  hereupon  they  klfte. 
And  eche  of  hem  told  other  what  hem  Ufte. 

Cofin,  quod  flie,  if  that  I  had  a  fpace. 
As  I  have  noo,  and  namely  in  this  place. 
Than  wold  I  tell  a  legend  of  my  lif. 
What  I  have  fufl^cd  iith  I  was  a  wif 
With  min  huibond,  al  be  he  your  cofin. 

Nay,  quod  this  monk,  by  God  and  Seint  Martin 
He  n*is  no  iQore  cofin  onto  mc 
Than  is  the  leef  that  hangeth  on  the  tree  I 
I  clepe  him  fo,by  Seiot  Denis  of  France, 
To  han  the  more  cauic  of  acqu^untance 
Of  you,  which  I  have  loved  fpecially 
Aboven  alie  women  fikerly } 
Thit  fwere  I  you  on  my  profeflioun. 
Telleth  your  grefe,  left  that  he  come  adoua. 
And  hafteth  you,  and  eoth  away  anon. 

My  dere  love '.  quod  ihe,  o  my  Dan  John  \ 
Fttllefe  were  me  tUt  confeil  for  to  hide. 
But  out  it  mot.e,  I  nuiy  no  lenger  abide. 

Myn  hulhond  is  to  me  the  werfte  man 
That  ever  was  ftth  that  the  world  began; 
But  fith  I  am  a  wif,  it  fit  not  me 
To  t^Ucn  OQi^ight  of  our  frivctao 
Hii| 
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Neither  in  bed  ne  in  non  other  place  ; 

God  (hilde  1  Ihuldc  it  tcllcn  for  his  grace  : 

A  wif  ac  fhal  not  fayn  of  hire  hufljond 

But  all  honour,  a4 1  can  underftond ; 

SaFC  unto  you  thus  moch  I  tcllen  fhal : 

As  helpc  mc  God  he  is  nought  worth  at  all, 

In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flic. 

But  yet  mo  grcvcth  moft  his  nigardie : 

And  wel  yc  wot  that  women  naturally 

l)efiren  thingcs  fixe  as  well  as  I ; 

They  wolden  that  hir  hufbondcs  (hulden  be 

Hardy,  and  wife,  and  riche,  and  thcrto  free. 

And  buxome  to  his  wif,  and  frcftr  a-bcdde.  ' 

But  by  that  iike  Lord  that  for  us  bledde, 

For  his  honour  myfelven  for  to  array, 

A  Sonday  ncit  I  mufle  nedcs  pay 

An  hundred  franks,  or  elles  am  1  lome ; 

Yet  were  mc  lever  that  I  were  unbornc 

Than  were  don  a  fclandrc  or  vilanie. 

And  if  min  hufbond  eke  might  it  efpic 

I  n'ere  but  loft;  and  therfore  I  you  prey 

Lene  mc  this  fumme,  or  dies  mote  I  dcy  ; 

Dan  John,  1  fay,  lenc  mc  this  hundred  frankes ; 

Parde  I  wol  not  faille  you  my  thankes. 

If  that  you  lift  to  do  that  I  you  pray ; 

For  at  a  certain  day  I  wol  you  pay. 

And  do  to  you  what  plefancc  and  fervicc 

That  I  may  don,  right  as  you  lift  dcvife; 

And  but  I  do  God  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  as  ever  had  Gcnelon  of  France. 

This  gentil  monk  anfwcrcd  in  this  mancre ; 
Now  trewely,  min  owcn  lady  derc  ! 
I  have  (quod  he)  on  you  fo  grcte  a  routhe. 
That  1  you-  fwere,  and  plighte  you  my  trouthe, 
That  whan  your  huftjond  is  to  FJan^cs  fare 
I  wol  dcKver  you  out  of  this  care, 
For  I  wol  briugcn  you  an  hundred  frankes. 
And  with  that  word  he  caught  her  by  thfe  ilankes. 
And  hire  embraced  hard,  and  kifte  hire  oft. 
Goth  now  your  way,  quod  he,  al  ttille  and  foft, 
Antf  let  us  dine  as  fone  as  that  ye  may. 
For  by  my  kalender  it  is  prime  of  day  : 
Goth  now,  and  bcth  as  trewe  as  I  ihaJ  be. 

Now  cll«s  God  forbede.  Sire,  quod  (he. 
And  forth  ihe  goth  as  joly  as  a  pie, 
And  bad  the  cokes  that  they  ftiuld  hem  hie, 
So  that  men  mighten  dine,  and  that  anon.  ' 
ITp  to  hire  hufbond  is  tliis  wif  ygon. 
And  knockcth  at  his  countour  boldely. 
jgt«*  eft  la  f  quod  he;  Peter,  it  am  I, 
Quod  flic.  What,  Sire,  how  longe  wol  yc  h&X 
How  longe  time  wol  ye  rpken  and  caft 
Your  fummes,  and  your  bookes,  and  your  thinges  ? 
The  devil  have  part  of  all  fwichc  rekcninges ! 
Ye  han  ynough  parde  of  Goddes  fondc. 
Come  doun  to-day,  and  let  your  bagcs  ftonde, 
Kc  be  ye  jiot  afliamed  that  Dan  John 
Shal  fafting  all  tW«  day  elenge  gon  ? 
What !  Icfus  here  a  mafTe,  and  go  we  dine. 

Wif,  quod  this  man,  litel  I'anft  tlidu  divino 
The  curious  bcfineffe  that  we  have; 
For  of  us  chapmen,  all  fo  God  me  fave, 
And  by  that  lord  that  cleped  is  Seint  Ivc, 
Scarlly  amougcff  twenty  ten  ihul  thfivc  ' 


Continuelly,  lafting  imto  onre  a^. 

We  moun  wel  maken  chere  and  good  ▼i&giu 

And  driven  forth  the  world  at  it  may  be,  ' 

And  kepen  cure  cftat  in  privetee 

Til  we  be  dcd,  or  dies  that  wc  play 

A  pilgrimage,  of  gon  out  of  the  way  : 

And  therfore  have  I  gret  neceflitce 

Upon  this  queinte  world  to  avifen  me ; 

For  evermore  mote  we  ftond  in  drcde 

Of  hap  and  fortune  in  our  chapmankede. 

To  Flanders  wol  I  go  to-mbrwe  at  day. 
And  come  ageiv  as  fone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dere  wif !  I  thee  befeke 
As  be  to  every  wight  buxom  and  meke, 
.  And  for  to  kepe  our  good  be  curious. 
And  honeftly  goveme  wel  our  hous. 
Thou  haft  ynough  in  every  maner  wife 
That  to  a  thrifty  houihold  may  fufficc. 
Thee  lackcth  non  array  nc  no  vitaiUe ; 
Of  filver  in  thy  purfe  (halt  thou  not  faille. 
And  with  that  word  his  countour  dore  he  (kcttc^ 
And  doun  he  goth ;  no  lengcr  wold  he  Ictte ; 
And  haftily  a  malTe  was  ther  faide,^ 
And  fpedily  the  tables  were  ylaide, 
And  to  the  diner  fafte  they  hem  fpedde, 
'An^richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde« 

And  after  diner  Dan  John  fobrdy 
This  chapman  toke  apart,  and  prively   - 
He  faid  him  thus  ;  Co(in,  it  ftondeth  fo 
That  wel  J  fee  to  Brugges  yc  wol  go ; 
God  and  Scint  Auftin  fpedc  you  and  gide  \ 
1  pray  you,  co(in,  wifely  that  yc  ride ; 
Governcth  you  alfo  of  your  dietc 
Attemprcly,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bctwix  us  two  nedeth  no  ftrange  fare ; 
Farewel,  cofm,  God  ihilde  you  fro  care  I 
If  any  thing  ther  be  by  day  or  night. 
If  it  Ue  in  my  power  and  my  might. 
That  ye  me  wol  command  in  any  wife. 
It  (hal  be  don  eight  as  ye  wol  devife. 

But  o  thing  or  yc  go,  if  it  may  be ; 
I  wolde  praycn  you  for  to  lene  me 
An  hundred  frankes  for  a  wcke  or  twcye. 
For  certain  beftes  tliat  1  mufte  bcyc,  ^ 
To  ftorcn  with  a»place  that  is  oures, 
(God  help  me  fo  I  wold  that  it  were  yourcs) 
I  (hal  not  faiUe  furely  of  my  day, 
Not  for  a  tboufand  frankes,  a  mile  way. 
But  Iqt  this  thing  he  fecree,  I  you  prcye  ; 
For  yet  to«night  thife  beftes  mote  I  beye. 
And  fare  now  wel,  min  owen  co(tn  dcre  ! 
Grand  mercy  of  your  coft  and  of  your  cherc. 

This  uvnle  marcbam  gentiUy  anon 
Anfvvcrd  and  faid,  O  coim  min,  Dan  John ! 
Now  fikcrly  this  is  a  fmal  requefte ; 
My  gold  iiyoures,  whan  that  it  you  lefte. 
And  uot  only  my  gold  but  my  chaffare  : 
Take  what  yon  left,  God  (hildc  that  yc  fpare. 
But  o  thing  is,  yc  know  it  wel  ynough 
Of  chajunen  that  hir  money  is  hii  plough  : 
Wc  moun  crcanccn  while  we  han  a  name. 
But  gobies  for  to  ben  it  is  no  game. 
Pay  it  agen  whan  it  lith  in  your  efe : 
After  myrmight  fjil  fayn  Wj)ld  I  you  plcic. 
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l^huBdredfiranket  fet  he  forth  suion, 
Andpmelf  he  toke  hem  to  Dan  John  : 
No  wight  io  al  this  world  wift  of  this  lone 
Saving  this  marchint  and  Dan  John  alone. 
They  drinke,  and  fpcke,  and  rome  a  while  and 
Til  that  Dan  John  rideth  to  his  abbeys.       [pley^ 

The  morwe  came,  and  forth  this  marchant  rideth 
To  Flandres  ward ;  his  prentis  wel  him  gideth 
Til  he  came  in  to  Brug^es  merily. 
>(ow  goth  this  marchant  faftc  and  befilj 
Abooc  his  nede,  and  bieth,  and  creanceth ; 
He  neither  playeth  at  the  dis  ne  danceth. 
But  M  a  marchant,  (hortly  for  to  tell. 
He  iedcth^  lif ;  and  ther  I  let  him  dwell 

The  Sonday  next  the  marchant  was  agon 
To  Seq)t  Denis  yeomen  is  Dan  John, 
With  croone  and  berdc  all  frei  and  newe  yihave. 
la  an  the  hous  ther  n*as  fo  litel  a  knave, 
Ne  00  wight  elles,  that  he  n*as  ful  fain 
For  that  my  Lord  Dan  John  Was  come  again. 
And  (hortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon. 
This  £ure  wif  accordeth  with  Dan  John 
That  for  thife  hnndred  frmnkes  he  fliuld  all  night 
HsTen  hire  in  his  armes  bolt  upright : 
And  this  accord  parfbcmed  was  in  dcde. 
la  mirth  all  night  a  befy  lif  they  lede 
Td  it  was  day,  that  Dan  John  ycde  his  way. 
And  bad  the  meinie  fiarewe],h^e  good  day  : 
Fw  Don  of  hem,  nc  no  wight  in  the  toun. 
Huh  of  Dan  John  right  non  fufpedionn  : 
And  forth  he  rideth  home  to  his  abbey. 
Or  wher  him  lifte ;  no  more  of  him  I  fey. 

Tliis  marchant,  whan  that  ended  was  the  faire. 
To  Seiot  Deois  he  gan  for  to  repaire, 
And  with  his  wif  he  maketh  fefte  and  chere, 
And  teUeth  hire  that  chaffare  is  fo  dere 
That  nedci  muftc  he  make  a  chevifance 
For  he  was  bondc  in  a  recogniiance 
To  paycn  twenty  thoufand  fheldcs  anon : 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Paris  gon 
To  borwc  of  certain  frendes  diat  he  hadde 
A  certain  frankes,  and  fom  with  him  he  ladde. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come  in  to  the  toun. 
For  gret  chiertee  and  gret  affe^lioun 
Unto  Dan  John  he  goth  him  firft  to  plcye. 
Not  for  to  aie  or  borwe  of  him  moncye. 
Bat  for  to  wete  and  fcen  of  his  welfare. 
And  for  to  tcllcn  him  of  his  chaffare, 
As  frendes  don  whan  they  ben  metre  in  fere, 

I^  John  him  maketh  fefle  and  mery  chere, 
And  he  him  tolde  agcn  ful  fpecially 
How  he  had  wel  ylK>ueht  and  gracioufly 
( rhankcd  be  God)  aU  hole  his  marchandifc, 
^ve  that  he  muft  in  alle  manere  wife 
Miken  a  chevifance,  as  for  his  bcfte, 
■^  than  he  fhulde  ben  in  joyc  and  reftc. 
pan  John  anfwered,  Certes  I  am  fain 
Tnu  yc  in  hcle  be  comcn  home  again ; 
Aiid  if  that  I  were  riche,  as  have  1  bliffe, 
^twenty  thoufand  (hcldes  fliuld  ye  not  mifle, 
f"^ye  lb  kindely  this  other  day 
J^3U  me  gold,  and  as  I  can  and  may 
I  thaike  you,  by  God  and  by  Scint  Jamc, 
m  Mthdc?  1  tokc  uoto  01^  dame, 


Your  wif,  at  home,  the  fame  gold  again 
Upon  four  benchc ;  Ihe  wote  it  wel  certain. 
By  certain  tokenes  that  I  can  hire  tell. 
Now  by  your  leve  1  may^no  lengcr  dwell ; 
Our  abbot  wol  out  of  this  toun  anoo. 
And  in  his  compagnie  I  mufte  gon. 
,  Crete  WicJ  our  diame,  min  owen  nece  fwcte  ! 
And  farewel,  d^re  coiin !  til  we  mete. 

This  marchant,  which  that  was  ful  ware  and 
Creanced  hath,  and  paide  eke  in  Paris  [wU'c, 

To  certain  Lumbardes,  redy  in  hir  bond, 
1  he  funrnie  of  gold,  and  gate  of  hem  his  bond. 
And  home  he  goth  mery  as  a  popingay. 
For  wel  he  knew  he  flood  in  fwiche  array 
That  nedes  muile  he  winne  in  that  viage 
A  thoufand  frankes  above  all  his  coflagc. 

His  wif  ful  rcdy  mettc  him  at  the  gate. 
As  fhe  was  wont  of  old  ufage  algate ; 
And  all  that  night  in  mirthc  they  ben  fette. 
For  he  was  riche,  and  dcrely  out  of  dette. 
Whan  it  was  day,  this  marchant  gan  embrace 
His  wif  all  newe,  and  kiftc  hire  in  hire  face. 
And  up  he  goth,  and  maketh  it  ful  tough. 
No  more,  quod  (he  5  by  God  ye  have  ynoiigh  ; 
And  wantonly  agen  with  him  fhe  plaide. 
Til  at  the  lafl  this  marchant  to  hire  (aide  : 

By  God,  quod  he,  I  am  a  litcl  wrotlie 
With  you  my  wif,  although  it  be  me  lothe  ; 
And  wote  ye  why  ?  by  God,  as  that  I  ^^f^^ 
l*hat  ye  han  made  a  manere  ftrangenefle 
Bctwixen  me  and  my  cofin  Dan  John. 
Ye  fhuld  have  warned  nic  or  I  had  gon 
That  he  you  had  an  hundred  frankes  palde 
By  redy  token,  and  held  him  evil  apaidc 
For  that  1  to  him  fpake  of  chevifance ; 
(Me  femed  fo  as  by  his  contenance)  J 

But  nathcjes,  by  God  our  heven  king 
I  thoughte  not  to  axe  of  him  no  thing. 
I  pray  thee,  wif,  ne  do  thou  no  more  fo  t 
Tell  me  ahvay,  er  that  1  fro  thee  go. 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  min  abfence 
Ypaid  thee,  left  thurgh  thy  negb'genee 
I  might  him  axe  a  thing  that  he  hath  paide. 

This  wif  wu  not  aferde  nc  affraide, 
But  boldely  (he  faid,  and  that  anon, 
Mary !  I  defie  that  falfe  monk  Dan  John  ; 
I  kepe  not  of  his  tokenes  never  a  del : 
He  toke  me  certain  gold,  I  wote  it  wel. 
What !  evil  thcdome  on  his  monkes  fnoutc ; 
For  God  it  wot  I  wend  withoutcn  doutc 
That  he  had  yeve  it  me  becaufe  of  you, 
To  don  therwith  min  honour  and  my  prow 
For  cofinage  and  eke  for  6f/U  chert 
That  he  hath  had  ful  often  times  here  : 
But  fith  I  fee  I  flonde  in  fwiche  di^sjoint 
I  wol  anfwcre  you  ftiortly  to  the  point. 

Ye  have  mo  flakke  dettours  than  am  1  j 
For  1  wol  pay  you  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and  if  fo  be  1  faille, 
I  am  your  wif,  fcore  it  upon  my  taile. 
And  I  fhal  pay  as  fone  as  ever  1  may  ; 
For  by  my  trouth  I  have  on  min  j 
And  not  in  waftc,  beftowcd  it  evcr^dvl « 
And  for  1  have  bellowed  it  fo  1 


For  your  hoboiir,  lor  6oddetfi(ke  I  fay 

As  l^th  not  viTothc,  but  let  us  laurii  and  pUy : 

Yc  ihal  my  joly  body  han  to  medae ; 

By  Qod  I  h*iU  not  pay  you  but  a-bedd<K  t 

^oryere  it  me,  min  owgo  fpouie  dere ! 

Turne  hitherward,  and  m^eth  better  cherc 

I'his  marchant  faw  ther  wa»  no  remed;|r, 
iVnd  fpr  to  cfiide  it  n*ere  but  afoly. 
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Sith  that  tiKtbmg  may  m>t  MMvdbd  be, 
Now  wif,  be  fiud,  iMd  I  foryeve  it  tbee  ( 
But  by  tby  li£  be  Bc  00  more  ip  large ; 
Kepe  bet  my  good;  tbif  ycre  I  tMe  Wt  cbarse^ 
Thus  endeth  now  my  Tale*  and  Ood  us  feadc 
TaliDj^ynough  «oto  our  Um  code. 


VHE   FRKimSSlS  PKOJLOaUy^ 


w 
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KowknigeingtC't^ikjIflaby  tbccoftc, 

Q^dpft  Oic  iBOftktfm  dionfiud  toft  ^uad  jtre. 
A  hi  1  fabwc^bedb  WMt  cliche  ft)»yc 
The  monhe  f«  in  Uie  »«MMt  bo4e  in  *pc» 
And  is  Ikit  waits  ^Le,faf  Seiat  Attiiktiw 
Bnweth  ao  oMBlMi  note  into  your  in. 

Bat  DOW  fnfk  o¥tr,  and  kt  miuk  abo«« 
VhofliaiMNrtdleii  iiftol  all  this  ro«u 


Another  Talc  :  and  with  that  word  he  Cai\ 
As  curteifly  at  it  had  been  a  maid ; 

My  Lady  Prioreffe,  by  your  lev e, 
So  that  I  wift  I  fhuld  yoo  not  agreve, 
I  wolde  dcmcD  that  ye  tellen  ihold 
A  Tale  n«zt,if  fo  were  that  ye  wold. 
Now  wol  ye  vochefauf,  may  Lady  dere  f 

Gladlys  (^uod  ihe  $  and  faide  as  ye  ihul  l^auc 
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0  Lord  oor  Lord !  ticf  name  how  merveillona 
It  in  this  large  world  yiprad !  (quod  (he) 
For  not  al  only  tliy  laude  predout 
I^oumed  is  by  men  of  dignitce, 
Bnt  by  the  nwnth  of  children  thy  bonntee 
I^oiirnied  is,  for  on  the  breft  fouking 
Sometisic  ihcweo  they  thin  herying. 

Whcrfore  in  laudc,  as  I  can  beft  and  may. 
Of  thee  and  of  the  white  lily  flour 
^BHiich  that  thee  bare,  and  is  a  maidc  alway. 
To  tell  a  (lorie  I  will  do  my  labour; 
^  that  I  may  encrefen  hire  honour. 
For  fiieherlclvcn  is  honour  and  rote 
Of  bountee,  next  hire  lone,  and  foules  bote. 

0  oiother  maide !  o  maide  and  mother  fre ! 
0  baflie  nnbrent !  ]>renning  in  Moyfes  fight, 
'Hut  raviihedeft  doun  firo  the  deitee, 
Thoivh  thin  humblefle,  the  goft  that  in  d>e  alight 
Of  whos  Tertne,  whan  be  thin  herte  light. 
Conceived  wu  the  fathers  lapicDGe, 
Hdpeme  to  uU  it  in  thy  reverence. 

JLMly !  thy  bountee,  thy  magnificence, 
Thy  vcrtae  and  thy  gret  bumitatee, 

l^^^«iloclco{afhfttViachil4inurtocdbyqic  Jfwi,| 


Ther  may  no  tonnie  ezprefle  in  no  fdence^ 
For  ibmcime.  Lady !  or  men  pray  to  thee 
Thou  goft  befom  of  thy  benignitee 
And  geteft  us  the  light  of  thy  prayere 
To  gSien  us  unto  thy  (one  fo  dere. 

My  conning  is  fo  weke,  o  blisful  Qnene ! 
For  to  declare  thy  gretc  worthinefle. 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  not  fuftene ; 
But  as  a  child  of  twelf  moneth  old  or  leife. 
That  can  imnethes  any  word  expre£Ge, 
Right  fo  fare  I,  and  therefore  I  you  pray 
Giddth  my  fong  that  I  fhal  of  you  fay. 

Ther  was  in  Afie,  in  a  gret  citee, 
Amonges  Criften  folk  a  Jcweric, 
Suflened  by  a  lord  of  that  contree. 
For  foule  ufure  and  lucre  of  vilanie 
Fiateful  to  Criil  and  to  his  compagnie, 
Andthurgh  theflretemen  mighten  ride  and  wcnde , 
For  it  was  free,  and  open  at  ey  ther  ende* 

A  litel  fcolc  of  Crilben  folk  ther  fiood 
Doun  at  the  ferther  end,  in  which  ther  were 
Children  an  hcpe  comen  of  Criften  blood. 
That  lemed  in  that  fcole  yere  by  ycre 
Swiche  maoerc  do&im  m  men  uicd  tbcit  s 


This  is  to  fay,  to  (ingen  and  to  rede, 
As  fmalc  children  don  in  hir  childhede. 

Among  thife  children  was  a  widewes  fone, 
A  litcl  dcrgion,  fcvene  ycre  of  age, 
That  day  by  day  to  fcolc  was  his  wone. 
And  eke  alfo,  wheras  he  fey  the  image 
Of  Criiles  moder,  had  he  in  ufage. 
As  him  was  taught,  to  knele  adoun,  and  fay 
Ave  Marie  as  he  goth  by  the  way. 

Thus  hath  this  widewe  hire  litel  fone  ytaught 
Our  blisful  Lady,  Criftes  mother  dere. 
To  worihip  ay,  and  he  forgate  it  naught. 
For  fcly  childe  wol  away  fone  lerc. 
But  aye  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere 
Seint  Nicholas  ilant  ever  in  my  prefence. 
For  he  §0  yong  to  Crift  did  reverence. 

This  litcl  childe  his  litel  book  lerning. 
As  he  fat  in  the  fcole  at  his  primerc, 
He  Alma  Rctkmfitwris  hcrde  fing, 
As  children  Icred  hir  antiphonere, 
And  as  he  dorft  he  drow  him  nere  and  nere, 
And  hcrkcned  ay  the  words  and  the  note. 
Til  he  the  firftc  vers  coudc  al  by  rote.  . 

Nought  wift  he  what  this  Latin  was  to  fay. 
For  he  fo  yongc  and  tendrewas  of  age; 
But  on  a  day  his  felaw  gan  he  pray 
To  expounden  him  this  fong  in  his  language, 
Or  telle  him  why  this  fong  was  in  ufage  : 
This  prayde  he  him  to  conftrue  and  declare 
Ful  oft  time  upon  his  knees  bare. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
Anfwered  him  thus  ;  This  fong  I  have  herd  fay, 
Was  maked  of  our  blisful  Lady  fre, 
Hire  to  falue,  and  eke  hire  for  to  prey 
To  ben  our  help  and  focour  whan  we  dey. 
I  can  no  more  expound  in  this  matere : 
I  lerne  fon^  ;  1  can  but  fmal  grammcre. 

And  is  this  fong  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Grilles  modcr  ?  faid  this  innocent : 
Now  ccrtes  1  wol  don  my  diligence 
To  conne^it  all  or  Criftemaife  be  went. 
Though  that  I  for  my  primer  fhal  be  flicnt. 
And  &al  bebeten  thries  in  an  houre. 
I  wol  it  conne  our  Ladie  for  to  honoure. 

His  felaw  taught  him  homeward  prively 
Fro  day  to  day  til  he  coude  it  by  rote. 
And  than  he  fong  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word  according  with  the  note  : 
Twies  a  day  it  pafTed  thurgh  his  throte,  * 
To  fcoleward  and  homeward  whan  he  wentc ; 
On  Grilles  moder  fet  was  his  entente. 

As  I  have  faid,  thurghout  the  Jewerie 
This  litel  child,  as  he  came  to  and  fro, 
Ful  merily  than  wold  he  Cng  and  eric 
O  Alma  Rcdemptoris  I  ever  mo. 
The  fweteneiTe  hath  his  hcrte  pcrfed  fo 
0*f  Criftes  moder,  that  to  hire  to  pray 
pe  cannot  Hint  of  fingiug  by  the  way, 

Our  firlle  fo,  the  fcrpcnt  Sathanas, 
That  liath  in  Jewes  herte  his  wafpcs  neft, 
Up  fwale  and  faid,  O  Ebraikc  peplc,  alas  ! 
Is  this  to  you  a  thing  that  is  honell. 
That  fWiche  z  boy*  Ihal  walkcn  as  him  lefVc 
In  your  defpit,  and  fing  of  fwicfie  fentcnce, 
yrhich  is  again  oar  lawcs  j evereacc  \ 
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From  thennesforth  the  Jewet  ban  confpirei 
This  innocent  out  of  this  workl  to  chace  : 
And  homicide  thereto  ban  they  hired. 
That  in  an  aleye  had  a  privee  place. 
And  as  the  child  gan  forthby  for  to  pace 
This  curfed  Jew  him  hent  and  held  him  ^^^^ 
And  cut  his  throte,  and  in  a  pit  him  cafl. 

I  fay  that  in  a  wardrope  they  him  threwe 
Wher  as  thife  Jewes  purgen  hir  entraille. 
O  curfed  folk !  of  Herodes  alle-newe. 
What  nwy  your  evil  entente,  you  av1^^e  ? 
Mordre  wol  out,  certein  it  wol  sot  f^e ; 
And  namely  ther  the  honour  of  God  ihal  fprcdc 
The  blood  out  crieth  on  your  curfed  dede. 

O  martyr  fouded  in  virginitee  ! 
Now  maift  thoo  finge  and  f^lwen  ever  in  oa 
The  white  Lamb  celefHal.  quod  fhe. 
Of  which  the  gret  evangelift  Seint  John 
In  Pathtnos  wrote,  which  fayth  that  they  that  goB 
Befom  this  Lamb,  and  fing  a  foog  al  taewe. 
That  sever  fleflily  woman  they  tte  knewe. 

This  poure  widewe  awaiteth  al  that  nighe 
After  hire  litel  childe,  and  he  came  novght. 
For  which  as  fone  as  it  was  dayes  light. 
With  face  pale  of  drtde  and  befy  thought 
She  bath  at  fcole  and  elles  wher  him  fought. 
Til  finally  fhe  gan  fo  fer  afpie 
That  he  lafl  feen  was  in  the  Jewerie. 

With  modrcs  pitee  in  hire  breil  enclofcd 
She  goth,  as  (he  were  half  out  of  hire  miode. 
To  every  place  wher  fhe  hath  fuppofed 
By  likelihed  hire  li^el  child  to  findc ; 
Aiid  ever  on  Griflcs  modcr  meke  and  kinde 
She  cried,  and  at  the  lafle  thus  fhe  wrought. 
Among  the  curfed  Jewes  fhe  him  fought. 

She  freyneth  and  fhe  praieih  pitaufly 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelled  in  thilke  place 
To  telle  hire  of  hire  child  went  ought  forth  by  r 
They  fayden  Nay ;  but  Jcfu  of  his  grace 
Yave  in  hire  thought,  within  a  little  fpace. 
That  in  that  place  after  hire  fone  fhe  cride 
Ther  he  was  caflen  in  a  pit  befide. 

O  grete  God,  that  parformeft  thy  lande 
By  moulh  of  innoccntes,  lo  here  thy  might 
This  gem  of  chaftitee,  this  emeraude. 
And  eke  of  martirdome  the  rubie  briglit, 
Ther  he  with  throte  ycorvcn  lay  upright 
He  jUma  RedembUtris  gan  to  finge 
So  loade,  that  all  the  place  gan  to  ringe. 

The  Griften/olk  that  thurgh  the  flrcte  wentc 
In  comen  for  to  wondre  upon  this  thing, 
And  hallifly  they  for  the  provoft  fente  : 
He  came  anon  withoutcn  tarying, 
Andhcricth  Grift,  that  is  of  hcvcn  king. 
And  eke  his  modcr,  honour  of  mankind. 
And  after  that  the  Jewes  let  he  binde 

This  child  with  pitons  lamentation 
Was  taken  up,  finging  his  fong  alway. 
And  with  honour  and  gret  proceffion 
They  caricn  him  unto  the  next  abbey  \ 
His  moder  fwouning  by  the  here  lay  ; 
Unnethes  might  the  peple  that  was  there 
This  newe  Rachel  bringen  fro  his  here. 

With  turment  and  with  fhamefiil  dcth  eche  oqi 
This  provoft  doth  thife  Jcwcs  for  to  ftary^ 
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lliat  of  this  modcr  wifte,  dtnd  that  anon : 
He  n*olde  no  fwichc  curfcdneiTe  obferve  : 
EtU  ihal  he  have  that  evil  wol  deferve  ; 
Therfor  with  wild  hors  he  did  hem  drawe, 
And  after  that  heheng  hem  by  the  lawe.    ^ 

Upon  his  bcre  ay  lith  this  innocent 
Beforn  the  anter  while  the  mafle  hft. 
And  aher  that  the  abbot  with  his  covent 
Han  fpcdde  hem  for  to  berie  him  ful  faft  : 
And  whan  they  holy  water  on  him  caft 
Yet  fpake  thiscj^ld,  whan  fpreint  wasthe  holy  wat^, 
And  fangy  0  AJmm  RnUmpUris  Mmter  !  ' 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man. 
As  monkies  ben,  or  elles  ought  to  be, 
This  yooge  child  to  conjure  ne  began. 
And  (aid ;  O  dere  child  !  I  hafle  thee. 
In  vertue  of  the  holy  trinitee, 
TcU  me  what  is  thy  caufc  for  to  fing, 
Sith  that  thy  throte  is  cut  to  my  feming. 

My  throte  is  cut  unto  my  nekke  bon, 
Saide  this  child,  and  as  by  way  of  kinde 
1  (bald  have  deyd,  ye  longc  time  agon. 
Bat  Jeib  Crift,  as  ye  in  bookes  finde, 
"Woi  that  this  glory  laft  and  be  in  minde. 
And  for  the  worfhip  of  his  modcr  dere. 
Yet  may  I  ling  0  Alma  loude  and  clere. 

This  weUe  of  mprcie,  Criftcs  modcr  fwetc, 
I  loved  alway,  as  after  my  conning ; 
And  whan  that  I  my  lif  Ihulde  forlcte 
To  mc  ihe  came,  and  bad  me  for  to  ling 
Tiiia  antcxn  vcraily  in  my  dying, 


As  ye  ban  harde ;  and  whan  that  I  had  fonge 
Me  thought  Jie  laid  a  grain  upon  my  tonge. 

Wherfore  I  fing,  and  fing  I  mote  certain. 
In  honour  of  that  blisfiil  maiden  free. 
Til  fro  my  tonge  of  taken  is  the  grain. 
And  after  that  thus  (aide  Ihe  to  me ; 
My  litel  child,  than  wol  I  fetchen  thee. 
Whan  that  the  grain  is  fro  thy  tongue  ytake : 
Be  not  agafte,  I  wol  thee  not  forfake. 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot  him  mene  I, 
His  tonge  out  caught,  and  toke  away  the  grain. 
And  he  yave  up  the  goft  ful  foftely. 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder  fein 
His  falte  teres  trilled  adoun  as  reyne. 
And  erofi'he  fell  al  platte  upon  the  ground. 
And  Sill  he  lay  as  he  had  ben  ybound. 

The  covent  lay  eke  upon  the  pavement 
Weping  and  herying  Cnftes  moder  dere ; 
And  after  that  they  riien,  and  forth  ben  went. 
And  toke  away  this  martir  fro  his  here. 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marble  ftones  clere 
Enclofen  they  his  litel  body  fwcte  : 
Ther  he  is  now  God  lene  uafor  to  mete, 

O  young  Hew  of  Lincoln  \  ilain  alio 
With  curfed  Jewes,  as  it  is  notable. 
For  it  n*i8  but  a  litel  while  ago. 
Pray  eke  for  us,  we  finful  folk  unftable. 
That  of  his  mercie  God  fo  merciable 
On  us  his  grete  mercie  multiplie. 
For  reverence  of  his  moder  Marie. 


»*» 
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Wham  £Hd  was  thn  ainde  etiuy  nitfi 

At  fober  was  that  wonder  wu  to  ice. 

Til  that  our  Hoftc  tm  |apen  he  began. 

And  than  tt  crft  he  laked  upon  me. 

And  &tde  tkut ;  What  man  art  choii  ?  food  Ik  : 

Thou  lokeft  as  thoa  woldcft  find  an  hare. 

For  ever  upMi  the  ground  I  iee  thoe  Ikare. , 

Approche  nere,  and  loke  up  merily. 
Now  ware  you.  Sires,  and  let  this  man  have  plxet 
He  in  the  wafte  is  (hapen  as  wel  as  L 
This  were  a  popet  in  an  armc  to  enbraoe 
For  any  woman,  linal  and  £Mre  of  £Ke. 


He  femeth  elvifli  by  his  < 

For  unto  no  wight  doth  he  daliaace. 

Say  now  fomwhat,  fin  other  folk  haa  fiude ; 
Tell  us  a  Tale  of  mirtheyand  that  anon. 
Hofte,  quod  I,  ne  be  not  evil  apaide. 
For  other  Tale  certes  can  I  non 
But  of  a  rime  I  lermed  yore  agon. 
Ye,  that  is  good,  quod  he ;  we  ihuUen  here 
Som  dcintee  tlung  ae  thtc^ieth  by  thy  chcM«t 
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LisTBNCTB,  Lordinges,  in  good  entente 

And  I  wol  tel  you  veramsmt 

Of  mirthe  and  of  folas, 

A!  of  a  knight  was  faire  and  gent 

In  bataille  and  in  tumament, 

His  name  was  Sire  Thopas. 

Ybomc  he  was  in  fcr  contree. 
In  Flandres,  al  beyonde  the  fee. 
At  Popcring  in  the  place : 
His  father  was  a  man  ful  free. 
And  brd  he  was  of  that  contree, 
As^  it  was  Goddes  grace. 

Sire  Thopas  was  a  doughty  fwain. 
White  was  his  face  as  paindemaine. 
His  lippes  red  as  rofe : 
His  rudde  is  like  fcarlet  in  grain. 
And  I  you  tell  in  good  certain 
He  had  a  femely  nofe. 

His  here,  his  berde,  wia  lilce  (afroun. 
That  to  his  girdle  raught  adoun ; 
His  ihoon  of  Cordewane ; 
Of  Brugges  were  his  hofen  broun ; 
His  robe  was  of  chekelatoun, 
That  cofte  many  a  Jane. 

«  A  northern  Talc  of  an  outlandtfh  knight,  purpofely  i 
attercd  by  Chaucer  in  a  rime  and  ftyle  differing  from  the  I 
rcik,  as  tbouRh  he  hlmfclf  were  not  the  author  bu;  only  | 
Ike  rcpufter  ofxhe  other  TaIc^.   Urry, 


He  coude  hunt  at  the  wilde  dere. 
And  ride  on  banking  for  the  rivcre 
With  grey  golh^uk  on  honde ; 
Therto  he  was  a  good  archere : 
Of  wraftling  was  ther  non  his  pere. 
Tber  ony  ram  ihuld  ftonde. 

Ful  many  a  nuide  bright  in  hour 
They  mourned  for  him  far  amcur 
Whan  hem  were  bet  to  ilepe ; 
But  be  was  chafte  and  no  lechour. 
And  fwete  as  is  the  bramble  flour 
That  bereth  the  red  hepe. 

And  fo  it  fell  lipon  a  day, 
Forfoth,  as  I  you  tellen  may. 
Sire  Thopas  wM  out  ride ; 
He  worth  upon  his  ftede  gray. 
And  in  his  bond  a  launcegay, 
A  long  fwerd  by  his  fide. 

He  pnketh  thurgh  a  faire  foteft^ 
Therin  is  many  a  wilde  beft. 
Ye  both  buck  and  hare ; 
And  as  he  pricked  north  and  eft, 
I  telle  it  you,  him  had  almcftc 
Bctidde  a  Tory  care. 
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Tber  fprifigen  kerbet  gret«  ind  finaJe, 

The  licorit  and  Uk  SpMwak, 

And  nuoy  a  done  gibfire. 

And  ootem^ge  to  pot  in  tW/ 

Whether  it  W  Boift  or  ftal«. 

Or  for  to  Uio  in  cofir*. 
The  briddet  fingen,  it  Is  bo  nay, 

TheQierfaaiik  lod  tko  popkigay. 

That  joje  it  was  to  iMrt, 

The  throftd  cok  made  eko  kit  ky. 

The  wode  dove  «pon  the  fpray 

He  fang  fdl  loadt  aftd  elere* 
Sire  ThofMs  £ell  in  lo^re-IOBgiflg 

Al  whan  he  herd  the  throftd  fiog. 

And  priked  as  he  were  wood ; 

His  aire  ftede  io  hts  priking 

80  fwatte  that  men  might  him  wringi 

Hti  fides  were  al  bkxxL 
Sire  Thopas  eke  fo  wcrjr  was 

For  priking  on  the  fofte  gras. 

So  Sen  was  his  corage. 

That  doiin  he  laid  hun  in  that  place 

To  maken  his  ftede  fom  folate, 

Aiidyaf  him  good  ^rage. 

A,  Seittte  Mary,  iatdkiit  I 
Whataileth  this  Lore  at  me 
To  binde  me  fo  latt  \ 
Ue  drcmed  all  this  night  parde 
An  df  qnene  ihal  my  lenunan  be, 
And  flepe  nnder  my  gore. 

An  elf  ^nene  wol  I  lore  ywis. 
For  io  this  world  no  woman  is 
Worthy  to  he  my  make  in  toon 
AH  other  women  I  forfake. 
And  to  an  elf  qnene  I  me  take 
^  dale  and  eke  by  doon. 

Into  his  fadel  he  clombe  anon^ 
And  priked  orer  ftile  and  fton 
AneU  quene  for  to  efpie, 
TH  he  fe  long  had  riden  and  ^ne 
That  he  food  in  a  privee  wone 
The  contree  of  Faerie. 

Wberin  he  fongfate  north  and  fonth. 
And  oft  he  fpied  with  his  month 
In  oony  a  forcft  wilde, 
ior  in  that  contree  n'as  thef  noa 
That  to  him  dorft  ride  or  gon, 
Hdther  wif  nc  childe. 

Til  that  ther  came  a  mt  geannt« 
Kt  name  was  Sire  Ofiphannt, 
AperilotB  men  of  dede ; 
He  &yde,  Child,  by  Tcrmagannt 
Bit  if  thou  prike  out  of  myn  hannt 
Anon  ]  flee  thy  ftecd  with  mace       ■ 
Here  it  the  Qnene  of  Faerie, 
With  haipe,  and  pipe,  and  iimphonie. 
Dwelling  in  this  place. 

ThechUdlayd^Al  fomotelthe 
Toaorwe  wol  I  meten  thee, 
WkHi  I  fanvc  min  armonre, 
dM  yn  t  hMt  *iF  «w/9 

(^  k  ho  Mp  pciaM  V  tik  4^, 
fe  here  thoo  ink  be  fivirov 


Sire  Thopas  drew  abak  fill  liil  f 
This  geaunt  at  him  fton^i  caft 
Out  of  a  fel  ftaffe  fling  t 
Bat  faire  efcapcd  child  Thcmas, 
And  all  it  was  thurgh  Ooddes  grace. 
And  thnrgh  his  faire  bcring. 

Yet  lifteneth,  Lordings,  to  my  Tali^ 
Merier  than  the  nightingale, 
For  now  1  wol  you  roune 
How  Sire  Thopas^with  fides  finale, 
Priking  over  hiU  and  dale. 
Is  comen  agein  to  tou»e. 

His  mery  men  command^h  he 
To  maken  him  bothe  game  and  gle^ 
For  nedes  muft  he  fighte 
With  a  geaunt  with  hedes  three 
For  paramour  and  jolitee 
Of  on  that  flione  ful  brighte. 

Do  come,  he  iayd,  my  mineftralea 
And  geflours  for  to  tellen  tales 
Anon  in  min  arming. 
Of  romaunces  that  ben  realcs. 
Of  popes  and  of  cardinales. 
And  eke  of  love-longing. 

They  fet  him  firft  the  fwete  wld/ 
^  And  nsede  eke  in  a  mafelin 
And  real  fpiceric. 
Of  ginger-bred  that  was  ful  fin. 
And  licoris  and  eke  comin. 
With  fugar  that  is  trie. 

He  didde  next  his  white  ler^ 
Of  cloth  of  lake  fin  and  clcre 
A  breche  and  eke  a  flicrte, 
And  next  his  fliert  an  haketoni 
And  over  that  an  habergeon 
For  perdng  of  his  herte ; 

And  oTcr  that  a  fin  hauberk 
Was  all  ywrodght  of  Jewes  werkf 
Ful  ftrong  it  was  of  plare, 
And  over  that  his  cote-armoure. 
As  white  as  is  the  lily  floure. 
In  which  he  wold  debate. 

His  flield  was  all  of  gold  ia  rcd^ 
And  therin  was  a  bores  bed, 
A  charboudc  befide ; 
And  ther  he  fwore  on  ale  and  bred 
How  that  the  geaunt  fliuld  be  dedy 
Betide  what  fo  betide. 

His  jambuix  were  of  cuirbonly, 
Hisfwerdes  flieth  of  ivory. 
His  helme  of  latoun  bright. 
His  fadel  was  of  rewel  bone, 
His  bridel  as  the  fonne  flione. 
Or  as  the  mone  light. 

His  fpere  was  of  fin  cypres. 
That  bodeth  werre  and  nothing  pce^ 
The  bed  ful  fliarpe  yground : 
His  ftede  Was  all  dapple  gray. 
It  goth  an  aumble  m  the  way 
Ful  foftely  and  round  in  londe        * 
LD,LardMOMn,here  isafit, 
tf  y«  w«l  oay  noac  of  it 
ToiAaiwidllfaML 

Mow  hold  yoir  mouth/i^  Amrkm 
iolht  ksight  SBdlady  fre. 
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And  herlceneth  Co  irty  fpcll ; 
bf  bataille  and  of  chcyalrie. 
Of  ladies  love  and  drueriey 
Anon  I  wol  you  tell. 

Men  fpel^en  of  romannces  of  pris. 
Of  Hornchild  and  of  Ipotis, 
Of  Bevift  and  Sire  Guy, 
Of  Sire  Libeux  and  Pleindamour, 
But  Sire  Thopas  he  bereth  the  floor 
Of  real  chevairie. 

His  goode  ftede  he  al  beftrode. 
And  forth  upon  his  way  he  glode 


As  fparck  out  of  bronde ; 
Upon  his  creft  he  bare  a  tour^ 
And  therin  iUked  a  lily  flour; 
God  fiiilde  his  corps.fro  flionde ! 

And  for  he  was  a  (cnight  aimtroiis 
He  n*olde  flepen  in  non  hona. 
But  liggen  in  his  hood  i 
His  bright  helm  was  his  wanger. 
And  by  him  baited  his  dflftrer 
Of  herbes  fin  and  good. 

Himfelf  drank  water  of  the  well. 
As  did  the  knight  Sire  Percivel 
So  worthy  under  wede, 
Til  on  a  day  '       ir        .    r 
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No  more  of  thU  for  Goddes  dignitee, 
Qood  our  Hofte,  for  thou  make^  fte 
So  way  of  thy  veny  lewednefle, 
Thit  al  fo  Iwifly  God  my  foulc  blefle 
Mm  eres  aken  of  thy  drafty  fpeche. 
Nofw  fwiche  a  rime  the  devil  I  betechc ; 
This  may  wel  be  rime  dogerel,  quod  he. 

Why  fo  ?  quod  I ;  Why  wolt  thou  letten  me 
More  of  my  Tale  than  an  other  man, 
Sin  that  it  is  the  be^  rime  I  can  ? 

By  God,  quod  he,  for  plainly  at  o  vrbrd 
Thy  dnfty  riming  is  not  worth  a  tord : 
Thon  doft  nought  elles  but  difpendeft  time. 
Sire,  at  o  word  thou  fhak  no  lenger  rime. 
Let  fee  wher  thou  canft  tellen  ought  in  geflei^ 
Or  tellen  in  profe  fomwhat  at  the  lefte 
lo  which  ther  be  fom  mirthe  or  fom  dodrine. 

Gbdly,  quod  I  ;  by  Goddes  fwete  pioc 
I  wol  yoa  tell  a  Utel  thing  in  profe 
That  ottghte  liken  you,  as  I  fuppofe, 
Or  elks  certes  ye  be  to  dangerous. 
It  is  a  moral  Tale  rertuoua, 
Al  be  it  told  fomtime  in  fondry  wife 
Offmdry  folk^a»  I  ihal  you  devife. 


As  thus ;  yc  wot  that  every  evaiigeliA 
That  tcllcth  ua  tW  peine  of  Jcfu  Crift 
Ne  faith  not  Ait  thing  n^n  his  fcbw  doth  ; 
But  natheles  hir  fE^ntence  is  aJ  foth, 
And  alle  accnrden  as  iti  for  Itatcnce, 
Albe  ther  in  hit  telling  diffcrcocc  i 
For  fom  of  hum  fay  mun;  And  Coni  fay  IeJTc 
\\^an  they  hiikpltauA  p^jTion  cjcpreflr  . 
I  mencof  M:irk  and  Mathew,  Luke  and  Johil| 
But  doutelea  hir  fenttrtice  is  a|I  oty. 
Therfore,  L^irduiges  all,  f  ypia.  bcfcche, 
If  that  ye  thinke  I  vary  in  my  (pctbc. 
As  thus, though  (har  1  teltt  lom  del  mnr^ 
Of  proverbcs  than  ye  haB  hcrdebcfurc 
Comprehended  in  ihU  liicl  trctifc?  here, 
To  enforcen  with  the  cfft^  of  my  materc^ 
And  though  t  not  th;:  Iknte  worde»  fay 
As  ye  han  h-rdL-,  yut  to  you  allc  I  pray 
Blameth  me  not,  for  as  ici  my  iL-iitcncc 
Shul  ye  nowher  finden  no  difference 
Fro  the  fentence  of  thilke  tretife  lite 
After  the  which  this  mery  Tale  I  write ; 
And  therfore  herkeneth  what  I  fhal  fay, 
And  let  me  telleo  all  my  Tale  I  pray. 


tal 
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TAtE  OF  MEHBEUS*. 


A  roNGi  man  called  Mellbens,  mighty  and 
nctic,  Ik f  ate  upoa  his  wlf  that  called  was  PrQ<i 
den  re  a  doughitr  which  thai  called  waq  9ophie. 

Upon  a  dity  hd^li  that  he  for  hit  dif^ort  is  vent 
into  the  fctdet  him  lopt^ye.  His  wif  and  eke  hi^ 
dou^hter  hith  he  left  itfiEhin  his  hoQS,of  ^^ch  tfie 
dor  a  wcrcn  M  yfliette,  Fonrc  of  hisolde  foos  han 
it  efptedf^d  ft?tteti  t:idd<.r«  lo  the  wallet  ofhishous^ 
and  by  the  wiodawcs  hen  entred,  and  heten  hit 
v?if^  and  wounded  hi*,  dough t.er  with  fire  mortal 
womideii  id  five  foacfry  okces;  this  is  to  fay,  in 
hire  hci^  in  hire  Kondt's  m  hire  cres,  ip  hire  ndh, 
mad  in  hire*  mouthy  axtd  leftcn  hire  for  dcdc,  and 
wen  ten  awiy» 

Whaii  MeKbeva  retomed  was  into  his  hou^  and 
fey  al  thm  mcfchieft  he  like  A  madman  rending  his 
eiothes  ^i^  to  we|e*nd  ctk. 

Pradrncc  his  wif,  a*  fer  forth  as  (hc  dorfle,  h^- 
fotjght  him  of  hi*  weping  for  to  ftint  :  hut  not 
forSiy  he  gan  to  eric  iijd  wcpen  ever  lenger  the 
more. 

This  noble  wif  Prudence  remcmhred  hire  npon 
the  fentence  of  Ovide,  in  his  book  that  cleped  is 
The  Remcdie  of  Love,  wheras  he  faith,  He  is  a 
fool  that  dUlourhcth  the  moder  (o  wepe  in  the 
deth  of  hire  childe  til  flie  have  wept  hire  fille,  as 
for  a  certain  time ;  and  than  (hal  a  man  don  his  di- 
ligence with  amiable  wordes  hire  to  reconforte, 
and  preye  hire  of  hire  wening  for  to  ftinte.  For 
which  refon  this  noble  wif  Prudence  fuffred  hire 
hufbond  for  to  wepe  and  crie  as  for  a  certain  fpace, 
and  whan  (he  faw  hire  time  (he  fayde  to  him  in 
this  wife  :  Alas !  my  Lord,  quod  (he,  why  make 
ye  yourfelf  for  to  be  like  a  fool  ?  forfothe  it  apper- 
teineth  not  to  a  wife  man  to  maken  fwiche  a  forwe. 
Youre  dougfatcr  with  the  grace  of  God  (hal  wari(h 
and  efcape.  And  al  were  it  fo  that  (he  right  now 
were  dede,  ye  ne  ought  not  as  for  hire  deth  youre- 
fislf  to  de(b-oye.  Senek  (kith,  The  wife  man  (hal 
not  take  to  gret  difcomfort  for  the  deth  of  his  chil- 
dren, but  certes  he  (hulde  fuffiden  it  in  patience,  as 
wei  as  he  abideth  the  deth  of  hisowen  propre  per- 
Ibne. 

♦  Prodcnce,  the  difcreet  wife  of  Melibeo*,  perfkiBdeth 
her  hufband  to  patience,  and  to  reccWe  biii  enemies  to 
inercie  and  grace.  A  'l-sle  full  of  moraJltie,  wherin  both 
higli  and  low  may  Icarae  to  soveroe  their  affeAioos. 


'thiA  Melihens  anfwered  anoo  and  (aide ;  What 
inan  (qnod  he)  (hulde  of  his  weping  fttifie  that 
hath  fo  gret  a  ca«fe  for  to  wtpe )  TeSi  Cfift  imx 
Lord  himfetf  ^replt  for  tha  deth  ^  Lvukum 
his  firend.  Prudeaoa  aaiwerd;  Certet  wei  |  wo«t 
attempfe  wepiag  is  nothing  defended  t«  him  tiKt 
forweful  is  aaaong  folk  in  forfr^  but  it  ia  ralbit 
grannted  him  to  wepe.  The  apofUo  Ptwle  «»I9 
the  Romahiea^l^etli*  Man  ikal  rej<fyoe  mUk  W« 
that  makan  joyc,  and  wcpan  with  iwichc  Mk  as 
wepen.  But  dmgh  attomprc  we|dng  he  craaic^ 
outrageous  wepkig  certci  is  dsfittukdi  l&fsrc  «£ 
weping  Ikvlde  ho  aoaHk^ar^  afcar  thd  Ure  that 
techeth  us  Stnck  Whaa  that  thy  frcild  it  d#4e 
(quod  he)  let  not  thin  eyen  to  moi^  heft  of  tam 
ne  to  miMhe  dric  i  although  the  teret  canen  to 
thin  tyen  let  hem  not  ftlle.  And  whan  tlvNi  kUk 
forgon  thy  frand  do  diiigsaoa  togttfLgsiy  atiotlidr 
frend  I  and  this  is  more  wifdom  than  for  to  wope 
fof  thy  frandc  which  that  cfaoa  haft  lorat^  for 
therin  is  nO  bote.  And  thctfote  if  ye  goireme 
you  by  fapieuee,  put  away  forwe  oat  of  ycmtt 
herte.  Remembrtth  you  that  Jefns  Sinh  foytK,  A 
man  that  is  joyous  amd  glad  in  hette  it  hina  coil- 
ferveth  fioriihinr  hi  hit  age;  but  fothly  s  ititw a, 
fol  herte  makett  his  benoa  ^ie.  He  fiutk  eke 
thus,  that  furwe  in  herte  fleeth  fol  many  a  man* 
Salomon  fayth,  that  right  as  mouthes  in  the  (hepca 
fleefe  anoien  to  the  clothes,  and  the  fmale  wromiet 
to  the  tree,  right  fo  anoie^  forwe  to  the  herte  of 
man ;  wherfore  us  ought  as  wel  in  the  deth  of 
oure  children  as  in  the  lofle  of  our  goodet  tempo- 
rel  have  patienct. 

Remembre  you  upon  the  patient  Job;  trhan 
he  hadde  loft  his  children  and  his  tempore]  fub- 
ftaunce,  and  in  his  body  endured  and  received  fol 
many  a  grevous  tribulation,  yet  fayde  he  thut, 
Oure  L'ord  hath  yave  it  to  me,  our  Lord  hath 
beraft  it  me ;  right  as  oure  Lord  hath  wold  right 
fo  it  is  don ;  yble(red  be  the  name  of  oure  JLord. 
To  thife  forcfaide  thinges  anfwered  Melibeus  unto 
his  wif  Prudence  ;  All  thy  wordes  (quod  he)  ben 
trewe,  and  therto  profitable,  but  trewely  mia 
herte  is  troubled  widi  this  forwe  fo  grevonfly  that 
t  n*ot  what  to  don.  Let  calle  (quod  Prudence) 
thy  trewe  frendes  allc,  and  thy  linage,  which 
that  ben  wife,  and  telleth  to  hem  >otur  cas»  and 
herkeneth  what  they  faye  in  conieilling,  and  go- 
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yfnat  yott  titer  htr  fcntence.  Salomon  faith, 
Wcrke  ail  thingci  by  confeil  and  thou  ibalt  never 
rq>entc. 

Than  by  confeil  of  hit  wif  Prudence  this  Meli- 
bent  let  callen  a  gret  congregation  of  folk,  as  fur- 
pena,  phificicnsy  olde  folk  and  yoDge,  and  fom  of 
hi$  olde  enemies  reconciled  (as  by  hir  fembiant) 
to  his  love  and  to  his  grace ;  and  ther withal  ther 
comen  fome  of  hit  neighebouret  that  diden  hiin 
reverence  more  for  drede  than  for  love,  as  it  hap- 
pcth  oft :  ther  comen  alfo  ful  many  fubtil  flatter- 
ers, and  wife  advocats  lerncd  in  the  lawe. 

And  whan  thife  folk  togeder  aflembled  weren, 
this  Mdibeos  in  forweful  wife  ihewed  hem  his  cat, 
and  by  the  mancre  of  his  fpeche  it  femed  that  in 
herte  he  bare  a  cruel  ire,  ready  to  don  vengeaunce 
opon  hh  Ibds,  and  fodeinly  deiired  that  the  werre 
Ibolde  begume,  but  natheles  yet  axed  he  hit  con- 
ieil  upon  thit  matere.  A  furgien,  by  licence  and 
affeot  of  fwiche  as  wercn  wife,  up  rofe,  and  unto 
McUbeus  layde  as  ye  moun  here. 

Sire,  (qadd  he)  as  to  ut  furgiens  apperteineth 
that  we  do  to  every  wight  the  befte  that  we  can, 
whcr  as  We  ben  withholden,  and  to  our  patient 
that  we  do  bo  damage,  wherfore  it  happeth  many 
time  and  ofte  that  whan  twey  men  han  everlch 
wounded  other  o  fame  furgien  helcth  hem  both, 
wherfore  unto  our  art  it  is  not  pertinent  to  norice 
werre,  ne  puties  to  fupporte :  but  certes  as  to  the 
warifliing  of  youre  doughter,  al  be  it  fo  that  peri- 
{ooHy  (he  be  wounded,  we  (huln  do  fo  entent  if 
belitiefle  fro  day  to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of 
God  (he  fiial  be  hole  and  found  as  fone  as  is  pofli- 
ble.  Almofi  right  in  the  fame  v^e  the  philiciens 
anfwerden,  fave  that  they  faiden  a  fcwe  wordes 
more;  that  right  as  maladies  ben  cured  by  hir 
contraries^  right  fo  (hal  man  wariJhe  werre.  His 
aeigfaebouret  ful  of  envie,  his  feined  frendes  that 
iemed  reconciled,  and  his  fiaterers,  maden  fem- 
biant of  weping,  and  empeired  and  agregged  mu- 
chel  of  this  matere,  in  preyfing  grctly  Melibee  of 
might,  of  power,  of  nchefTe,  and  of  frendes,  def- 
pi£ng  the  poweV  of  his  adverfaries,  and  fuidcn 
outrdy  that  he  anon  (hulde  wrckcn  him  on  his 
foot,  and  beginnen  werre. 

Up  role  than  an  advocat  that  was  wife,  by 
Uve  and  by  confeil  of  other  that  were  wife,  and 
£ayde ;  I^ordinges,  the  nedc  for  the  which  we 
ben  aflembled  in  this  place  is  a  ful  havie  thing, 
uk]  heigh  matere,  becaufe  of  the  wrong  and 
of  the  wikkednefle  that  hath  be  don,  and  eke  by 
rcaibn  of  the  grete  damages  that  in  time  coming 
ben  poffibic  to  fallen  for  the  fame  caufe,  and  eke 
by  reion  of  the  gret  richefle  and  power  of  the 
parties  boche,  for  the  which  refons  it  were  a  ful 
gret  peril  to  erren  in  this  matere ;  wherfore,  Meii- 
beus,  thia  it  oure  fentence :  we  confeiUe  you, 
aboven  aOe  thing,  that  right  anon  thou  do  thy 
di]^;encc  in  keping  of  thy  propre  perfone  in 
fwidhea  wife  that  thoune  wantnon  efpiene  watche 
thy  body  for  to  (ave :  and  after  that  we  confeiUe 
that  io  thin  hous  thou  fctte  fuffifant  garnifon,  fo 
thai  they  moun  as  wel  thy  ,body  as  thy  hous  de- 
kadt ;  but  certes  for  to  mcevcn  werre.  ne  fodcnly 
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for  to  do  vengeaunce,  we  tnottn  not  deme  in  fo. 
litel  time  that  it  were  profitable ;  wherefore  we 
axen  ieifer  and  fpace  to  have  deliberation  in  this 
as  to  deme ;  for  the  comune  proverbe  faith  thus 
He  that  fone  deraeth  fone  (hsi  repenCe;  and  eke 
men  fain  that  thiike  juge  is  wife  that  fone  under« 
flondeth  a  matere  and  jugcth  by  Ieifer :  for  al  be  it 
fo  that  al  tarying  be  anoiful,  algates  it  is  not  to' 
reprcv'e  in  yeving  of  jugement,  ne  in  vengeance 
taking,  whan  it  is  fufllifant  and  rcfonable  :  and 
that  (hewed  our  Ixird  Jcfu  Crift  by  enfample  ;  for 
whan  that  the  woman  that  was  taken  in  advoutrie 
was  brought  in  his  prcfence,  to  knowen  what 
(huld  be  don  with  hire  perfone,  al  be  it  that  he 
wift  Wel  himfelf  what  that  he  wolde  anfwcro,  yet 
ne  wolde  he  not  anfwere  fo  dcinly,  but  he  wolde 
have  deliberation,  and  in  the  ground  he  wrote 
twies  t  and  by  thife  caufcs  we  axen  deliberation, 
and  we  (huln  than  by  the  grace  of  God  confeiUe 
the  thing  that  (hal  be  profitable. 

Up  derte  than  the  yonge  folk  at  ones,  and  the 
moft  partie  of  that  compagnie  han  fcomed  thia 
olde  wife  man,  and  begounen  to  make  noife  and 
faiden.  Right  fo  as  while  that  iren  is  hot  men 
(hulde  (inite,  right  fo  men  (huln  do  wreken  hir 
wroDges  while  that  they  ben  fre(he  and  newe  ; 
and  with  loude  voys  they  criden  Werre  I  werre ! 
Up  rofe  tho  on  of  thift  old  wife,  and  with  his  hand 
made  countenance  that  men  (huld  holde  hem  (kiile 
and  yeve  him  audience.  Lordinges,  (quod  he) 
ther  is  ful  many  a  man  thet  cricth  Werre !  werre ! 
that  wote  ful  litel  what  werre  amounteth.  Werre 
at  his  beginning  hath  fo  gret  an  entring  and  fo 
large,  that  every  wight  may  enter  whan  himliketh, 
and  lightly  find  werre ;  but  certes  what  end  that 
(hal  befalle  it  is  not  light  to  know ;  for  fothly 
whan  that  werre  is  ones  begonne  there  is  ful  many 
a  child  unborne  of  his  moder  that  (hal  ftcne 
yoog  by  caufe  of  thilkc  werre,  ether  elies  live  in 
forwe,  and  dien  in  wretchedneiTc ;  and  therfore 
or  that  any  werre  be  begonne  men  mull  have 
gret  confeil  and  gret  deliberation.  And  whan 
this  oide  man  wendc  to  enforcen  his  tale  by  refons, 
wel  nie  alle  at  ones  begonne  they  to  rife  for  to 
breken  hit  talc,  and  bidden  him  ful  oft  his  wordet 
for  to  abregge;  for  fothly  he  that  precheth  to 
hem  that  liHen  not  heren  his  wordes,  his  fermon 
hem  anoicth ;  for  Jcfus  Sirak  fayth  that  mul  ke  in 
weping  is  a  noious  thing  :  this  it  to  fayn^  at 
muche  availleth  to  fpeke  befom  folk  to  whicL  his 
fpeche  anoieth  astoflngc  beforne  him  that  wepeth. 
And'  whan  this  wife  man  faw  that  him  wanted 
audience  al  (hamefaft  he  fctte  him  doun  agcin : 
for  Salomon  faith,  Ther  at  thou  ne  mayfi  have 
non  audience  enforce  thee  not  to  fpeke.  I  fee  wel 
(quod  this  wife  man)  that  the  comune  proverbe 
is  foth,  that  good  confeil  wanteth  whan  it  is  moft 
nede. 

Yet  had  this  Melibeus  in  his  confeil  many  folk 
that  prively  in  his  ere  confeiilcJ  him  certain  thing, 
and  confcilled  him  the  contrary  in  general-audi- 
ence. ^^^han  Melibeus  had  herd  that  the  gretelk 
party  of  his  confeil  were  accorded  that  he  (hulde 
make  werre,  anon  he  confcntcd  to  hire  confeUling, 
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atod  A&Hf  aflefmcd  hir  fentcncc  Than  Dame  Prm-» 
dence^Whan  that  flte  faw  how  that  hire  hufi>oB^ 
ikepe  him  fortoawroke  him  on  hitfooa,  and  to  be- 
9i«Mie  wcrrt)  flic  in  ful  humMe  wiie,  whsn  flie  faw 
hire  tSiM,  fvfde  hio^^fetrordet :  My  Lord,{^od 
(he)  I  you  bcfeche,  as  hertly  at  I  dare  and  can, 
lie  hafte  you  not  to  hAt,  and  for  allc  gnerdonds 
a»  yere  tne  aiidienoe;  for  Piers  Alpfaonfe  *  fiiyth. 
Who  fo  that  doth  to  thee  outher  good  or  harme 
hafte  thee  not  to  ^ite  it,  lor  in  this  wife  thy 
ftxnd  wol  abide,  and  thin  enemie  fhal  the  lenger 
live  in  drede.  The  provctbe  fayth.  He  hafteth 
tt«l  that  wifely  can  abide ;  and  in  wikkcd  haft  it 
noprofite. 

This  Melibee  anfwered  unto  his  wif  Prudence; 
I  purpofe  not  (quod  he)  to  werken  by  thy  con- 
feil  for  many  caufes  and  refbna,  for  ccrtes  every 
wi^t  wold  hold  toe  than  a  focA;  this  is  to  fayn, 
if  I  for  thy  eonfeiUing  wolde  change  tliinges  that 
bed  ordained  and  affirmed  by  fo  aiany  wife  men. 
Secondly,  1  fay  that  all  women  ben  wicke,  and 
Bon  good  of  hem  all ;  for  of  a  thoufend  men,  faith 
SiAomon,  I  found  o  good  man ;  but  certes  of  alle 
^omen  good  found  I  never.  And  aUb,  certes  if 
I  governed  me  by  thy  confcil  it  Ihnlde  feme  that 
I  had  ycvc  thee  ov^  me  the  maiftrie ;  and  God 
lorbede  that  itfo  were ;  for  JcAw  Sirak  fayth,  that 
if  the  wif  have  the  maiflrie  Ihe  is  contrartous  to 
hire  huibond ;  and  Salomon  fayth,  Never  in  thy 
lif  to  thy  wif,  ne  to  thy  child,  ne  to  thy  frend, 
iit  yevfe  no  power  over  thyfelf ;  for  better  it  were 
<hat  thy  children  axe  of  thee  thinges  that  hem 
ftedcth,  than  thou  fce  thyfelf  in  the  handes  of  thy 
children.  And  alfo  if  I  wol  werchc  by  thy  con- 
feining:,  certes  it  muft  be  fomtime  fccrec,til  it  vere 
time  that  it  be  knowen,  and  this  ne  may  not 
be  If  I  ftiuWe  bc^onfcilled  by  thee  [For  it  is 
♦rriten  f  The  janglcrie  of  women  ne  can  no  thing 
hide  fave  that  which  they  wote  not ;  after  the  phi- 
lofophrc  fcyth.  In  wikked  confeil  women  vcn- 
quiiben  men  :  and  for  thife  refons  I  ne  owe  not 
to  be  confeitledby  thee.] 

AVhan  Dame  Prudence,  ful  debonairly,  and  with 
^rct  pacicnce,  had  herd  all  that  hire  hufbonde  liked 
for  to  fay,  than  axed  flie  of  him  licence  for  to 
feckc,  and  fayde  in  this  wife :  My  lord,  (quod 
me)  as  to  your  firft  refon  it  may  lightly  ben  an- 
fwcrd,  for  1  fay  that  it  is  no  folic  to  chaunge  con- 
fcil whan  the  thing  is  chaunged,  or  dies  whan  the 
thing  femcth  othcrwife  than  it  icmcd  afore.  And 
moreover,  i  fay,  though  that'  ye  have  fwomc  and 


•  Vt  caUt  htmfcir  Pnms  J(fUnnJi  In  Ms  ^ahtus  contra 
fhuijcotf  mf.  Mir/.  3861.  He  there  tnroroit  U4,  thit  be 
wa»  hhJifclf  orljjinally  a  Jtw,  but  converted  and  bapti£cd 
In  the  yrar  i  io6»  In  JuK,  die  natMls  Afp.  Ptiri  et  fduii, 
■»jp4  n  >»rl»tch«ccooNt  he  took  the  name  of  Pettr. 

f  ^V^at  U  included  berween  houk«  U  wanting  In  all  the 
tnJi.  which  I  hAve  cxsmincd  ;  k  U  plainW  neceuary-to  the 
itfifc,  a«  it  fhew*  u«  what  the  fourth  and  fifth  rcafoas  of 
Mclibcus  %*eTe  to  whkh  rruUencc  replies  ;  I  havethcrc- 
'Jhrc  tnAerted  at  literal  a  tra^fl^t|on  at  I  Imajsine  Ctiaucer 
fnicht  ha^e  made  of  fi.e  f<filoWin|r  pafbga  in  ti»c  Fr. 
Mclibee,mf.  Keg.  19  C.  vii  :••  Carilcrt«fcriv)t,  tgenplcri. 
•*  de*  fcfnmc»  ne  puct  ritn*  ceTlcr  for*  cc  qu*cKe  ne  feet: 
••  Apri»  le  ptailofophre  dit,  en  mauvaiR  cotucii  lo  ftmmtt 
«•  valnauen:  Ics  hoonmet,  et  par  c<«raUviiaJc  a^Oois  Point 
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bchight  to  pcriiftrme  your  emprife,  iid  iiitttAe* 
l«t  ye  werve  to  paionne  tkilkc  fame  tgmfn£t  b^ 
juft  caufe,  men  (huld  not  fay  tberfore  ye  were  a 
Iyer  nefovfwom;  for  the  book  (ayth  that  tlbc  wife 
man  asokjech  no  Idmg  wbm  he  tmmetfa  his  cxmgc 
for  eke  better.  And  aft  be  it  that  yaor  caaprijc  be 
dftabliflied  and  ordeincd  by  gret  mukkuik  of  €olk, 
yet  thar  yoowot  >coonirlifh  thilke  ordinaace  Init 
yott  liketk,  f«r  the  troutke  4>f  thingosaad  eke  pro^ 
fit  ben  raihar  fovttdca  in  fewe  UJk  tkM.  ben  wife 
and  fttl  of  refon,  fhao  by  gret  multitude  of  folk 
ther  every  man  cr^tfa  and  clatterath  what  hiim 
liketk ;  fothly  fwidie  maltttade  iaBothaocIt  As 
to  the  feoond  feCwi,  wheras  yc  lay  that  all  wnicn 
ben  wicke;  fave  your  grace,  certes  ye  de^ife  alfe 
women  in  this  wife,  md  he  that  aM  dc(piiirth^  aa 
fiiith  the  book,  all  deipleieth.  And  6caok  faM, 
that  who  fe  wol  have  iapience  inH  mm  maa  ^i^ 
preife,  but  he  (hal  gladly  tcche  the  fdence  tint  he 
can  without  prefumptioa  or  pride,  and  iwicfae 
thinges  as  he  nooght  can  he  fhal  not  bea  aflkamoA 
to  lere  liem,  and  to  enquere  of  lefe  folk  dun  him- 
self. And,  Sire,  that  ther  hath  ben  ful  Boany^  a. 
good  woman  may  lightly  be  proved ;  for  certas. 
Sire,  our  Lord  }efu  Crift  n*olde  never  hao  del^ 
eended  -to  be  borne  of  a  woman  if  aU  women  liad 
be  wic4ccd ;  and  after  that,  for  tke  gret  boontce 
that  is  in  women,  our  Lord  Jefu  Crtft,  whan  he 
Was  rifbi  from  deth  to  lif^  iqtpeared  rather  to  a 
woman  than  to  his  apoftles.  And  though  that  Sa- 
lomon fayde  he  founde  never  no  good  woman,  it 
folweth  not  therfore  that  all  women  be  wicked  5 
for  though  that  he  ne  found  no  good  womaa, 
certes  many  another  man  hath  founde  n^any  a 
woman  ful  good  and  trcwc :  or  dies,  peraventore, 
the  ement  of  Salomon  wa^  this,  that  in-foiveraine 
bountee  he  found  no  woman ;  this  is  to  fay,  that 
(her  is  no  wight  that  hath  ibverakie  bauntee  £ne 
God  alone,  as  he  himfetf  recorded!  in  his  Evaage^ 
lies;  for  ther  is  no  creature  fo  good  that  him  oe 
wanteth  fomwhat  of  the  pevfedion  of  Ood  Chat 
is  his  maker.  Youre  thridde  refon  is  this;  ye  fay 
that  if  that  yc  goveme  you  by  my  conftil  it 
ihulde  fente  that  ye  had  yeve  me  the  malfbrie  and 
the  lordihip  of  your  perfon.  Sire,  (ave  your  grace, 
it  is  not  fo;  for  if  fo  were  that  no  man  (hulde  be 
confciUed  but  only  of  hem  that  ban  lordihip  and 
maifirie  of  his  perfon,  men  n -oldenot  be  confeiUed 
fo  often ;  for  fothly  thilke  mAn  that  aiketh  con- 
feil of  a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free  cbois  whether 
he  wol  werke  aifter  that  confeil  or  non.  And  at 
to  your  fourth  Tcfon,  ther  as  ye  lain  that  the  jang- 
lerie  of  women  can  hide  thkiges  that  they  wot 
not,  as  who  fo  fayth  that  a  woman  can  not  hide 
that  (he  wote ;  Sire,  thife  wordes  ben  undcrftonde 
of  women  that  ben  janglereffes  and  wicked,  of 
which  women  men  6in  that  three  thingea  diWcB 
a  man  out  of  his  hous,  that  is  to  fay,  (moke,  4apcf' 
piug  of  raine,  and  wkked  wives;- and  df  fwkhe 
women  Salomon  £ayth,  that  a«an  were  better 
dwell  in  defert  than  with  a  woman  that  ia  riotous  t 
and.  Sire,  by  your  Icve,  that  am  not  I,  for  ye  have 
ful  often  afiaied  my  gret  filence  and  my  gret  pa- 
tieiicei  a&d  eke  how  wd  that  I  cao  hide  and  bcU 
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thinges  that  meo  ougliteti  fectetly  to  hiden.  ^.nd 
Uithlj  as  to  your  fiithc  refoo,  wheras  ye  fay  that 
in  wicked  confeil  women  venquiihed  men,  (^ 
vote  that  tbilke  rcfon  ^lant  ficrt  in  no  (lede ;  for 
imderilond«th  now  ye  axen  confeil  for  to  do 
wickedncffc,  aod  if  ye  ijrol  werken  wickednefle, 
and  your  wif  refirainetb  thilkc  wicked  purpos,and 
overcometh  you  by  rcfon  and  by  good  confeil, 
certct  your  wif  oo^ht  rather  to  be  preifed  than  to 
be  blamed :  thus  (hulde  ye  underilonde  the  philo* 
fapbrc  that  fayth,  in  wicked  confeil  women  ven* 
qoiflicn  hir  hT^bondes.  And  ther  as  you  blamen 
aO  women  and  h^*  refq^s,  f,  ihal  (hewe  you  by 
many  ei^f^|]^s  that  many  women  have  ben  ful 
good,  an4  yet  ben,  anid  hir  cqnff  il  holcfome  and 
proficaM^.  £ke  fom  qaen  han  fayd  that  the  confeil 
of  nromcn  is  either  to  dere  or  elles  to  litel  of  pris : 
but  al  Jx  it  fo  that  ful  many  a  woman  be  bad,  and 
hire  confeil  vile  an^  nought  worth,  yet  han  men 
tBonden  ftd  many  a  good  woman,  and  difcrete 
and  ^fnft  in  cos^eilUng.  Lo  Jacob,  thurgh  the 
good  conieil  of  his  mother  ^bccke,  wan  the  be^ 
oifon  qf  hit  father  and  the  lordfhip  oye^  all  his 
Weth^ca ;  Judith  by  hire  good  confeil  delivered 
the  citee  of  JBethulie,  in  which  (be  dwelt,  out  of 
the  hoB^  of  Holofem,  that  ha^  it  l^eged,  and 
woldc  it  ail  dcilroye;  Al>is^il  delivered  N^bal 
hire  houlbond  fro  David  the  king,  that  wolde  han 
lain  uixa^  and  appefed  the  ire  of  ^c  .kin^  by  hire 
wit  and  by  idrt  good  confeilimg)  Hcfler  rby  }i'irp 
conieil  enhaonced  gretly  the  peplc  of  God  in  the 
regru  of  Afluerus  the  k^g;  and  the  fame  bountec 
in  good  confe  tiling  of  many  a  good  woman  moun 
men  rede  and  tell.  And  ^further  more,  whan  that 
oure  jLord  had  created  Adam  oure  forme  father 
he  iayde  in  this  wife ;  It  is  not  good  to  be  a  man 
allooe ;  make  we  to  him  an  holpe  fcmblable  to' 
himielf.  Here  moun  ye  fee  that  if  that  women 
weren  not  good,  and  hir  co|ifcil  good  and  profita- 
ble, oore  I»rd  God  of  ;hevcn  wolde  neither  han 
wroi^t  hem  ne  called  hem  helpe  of  ma^,  but 
rather  confufion  of  man.  And  ther  fayd  a  clerk 
ones  in  two  vers.  What  is  better  than  gold  ? 
y^fpTc ;  what  is  better  than  jafpre  ?  wifdom ;  and 
what  is  better  than  wifdom  ?  woman  ;  and  what 
is  better  than  a  good^woman  ?  nothing.  And, 
Sire,  by  many  other  refons  moun  ye  feen  that 
many  women  ben  good,  and  hir  confeil  good  and 
profitable  :.  and  therefore,  ^ire,  if  ye  wol  trofte 
to  my  confeil,  I  (hall  reftore  you  your  doughter 
hok  and  found,  and  I  wol  don  to  you  fo  muche 
that  JO  fhuln  have  honour  in  this  cas. 

Wiao  Melibee  hau  herd  the  wordes  of  his  wif 
Prudence,  be  iayd  thus;  I  fe  wel  that  the  word  of 
Salomon  is  foth,for  he  faith  that  wordes  ^Hat  ben 
fjpoken  4iicrct]y  by  ordinaqnce  ben  honiecombes^ 
for  tjhey  yevcn  fwctenefle  to  the  foule  and  hoi- 
fbmnefie  to  the  body  ;  and,  wif,  becauTe  of  thy 
fwete  wordes,  and  eke  for  I  huve  preved  and  af- 
fzied  thy  gretc  (apience  and  thy  grcte  trouthe,  I 
wol  goreme  me  by  thy  confcil  in  alle  thing* 

.Mow,  Sire,  (quod  Dame  JProdence)  and  fit 
&a(  ye  vovchiafe  to  be  governed  by  my  confeil,  1 
wol  enforme  you  how  that  ye  ftiuln  goveme  yoor- 
f^if  in  chefing  of  f oure  confetUourit  Ye  fbuln  firft 


in  aUe  your  werkes  mekejy  befecheti  to  ^e  he9gh 
God  that  he  woi  be  your  confeiUour,  and  (hap^ 
you  to  fwiche  entente  that  he  yeve  you  confeil 
and  comforte,  a8>  taught  Tobie  his  /one ;  At  all^ 
tunes  thou  ihalt  bleife  God,  and  preie  him  to 
4re0e  ^y  wayesj  and  lo^e  that  ajle  thy  cOnfeilf 
ben  in  him  for  evermore.  8eint  James  ^  fayth^ 
If  any  of  you  have  nede  of  faplence,  axe  it  of  God. 
And  afterwarde  than  (huUen  ye  take  confeil  in 
yotirfeU,  and  examine  wel  your  owen  thoughtet 
qf  fwiche  thinges  as  you  thinketh  that  ben  hcSt 
for  your  profit ;  and  ^han  (huln  ye  drive  fro  you^ 
herte  three  thinges  that  ben  cootrarious  to  ^ood 
confeil,  that  is  to  iayn,  ire,coveit)fe,  and  haftineifeA 

Firft,  he  that  axeth  confeil  of  himfelf,  certeshe 
muft  be  withouten  ire  for  t|iany  cauies*  The  firft 
is  thisj  he  that  hath  gret  ire  and  wrath  in  hhiw 
felf,  he  weneth  alway  that  jie  may  do  thing  that 
he  may  not  do.  And,  fecondly,  he  that  is  iron* 
atid  wroth  he  may  not  wel  deme ;  and  he  that  may 
not  wel  deme  may  not  wel  confeiUe.  The  tt^riddc 
is  this ;  he  that  is  irons  anfl  wroth,  as  Uyth  Senek^ 
ne  may  not  fpeke.but  blameful  thinges,  and  with 
his  vicious  wordes  he  (lirreth  other  folk  to  angei^ 
suid  to  ire.  And  ckc,  Sire,  ye  muft  drive  covextife 
out  of  your  herte ;  for  the  apoftle  fayth^  that  co^* 
veitife  is  the  rote  of  all  harmes :  and  trofteth  wel 
that  a  coveitous  man  ne  c^  not  deme,  tie  thinke^ 
b^t  oi^y  to  fi^fUle  the  end  of  kis  eoveitife,  and 
ccrtes  that  ne  may  never  ben  accomplifed;  M 
ever  the  more  haboundance  that  he  hath  ol^ 
richeiTe,  ^c  more  he  delirethi  And,  Sire,  y<* 
muft  alio  drive  out  of  youre  herte  haftineffe ;  fof 
certcs  ye  ne  moun  not  deme  for  the  befte  a  foded 
thought  that  falletlf  in  your  herte,  but  ye  muft 
avife  you  on  it  ful  ofte;  for,  as  ye  have  herde 
herebefom,  the  commune  proverbe  is  ihii,  Hd 
that  fonc  demeth  fone  repenteth. 

Sire,  ye  ne  be  not  alway  in  like  difpoiiiion,  fb^ 
certes  fom  thing  that  fotritime  icm€th  to  you  that 
it  is  good  for  to  do,  another  time  it  iemeth  to  you 
the  contrarie* 

And  whan  ye  han  taken  confeil  in  ytnhfelf^ 
and  han  demed  by  good  deliberation  fwidie  thin^ 
as  you  femeth  befte,  than  rede  I  you  tbat  ye  kepd 
it  fecree.  Bewreye  liot  your  confeil  to  no  perfone^ 
but  if  fo  be  that  ye  weiien  (ikerly  that  thurgh 
youre  bewreyii^  youre  c6ndition  Ihal  ben  to  ymt 
more  profiuble ;  for  Jcfus  Sirak  (aith,  Neither  to 
thy  foo  ne  to  thy  frend  difcover  not  thy  fecree,  ntf 
thy  foiie^  for  thejr  wi>ln  yeve  you  audience  and 
Ipking,  and  fupportation,  in  your  prefence,  and 
fcorne  you  in  youre  abfence4  Another  clerk  fayth^ 
that  fcarfly  (halt  thou  finden  any  perfone  that  may 
kepc  thy  confeil  fecrely.  The  book  feith,  Whild 
that  thou  kepefi  thy  confeil  in  thiil  herte  thott 
kepeH  it  in  thy  prifon,  and  .^han  thou  beWtclyed 
thy  confeil  to  any  wight,  he  holdeth  the^  id  hi# 
ihare  i  and  theriote  y6u  is  beCCer  to  }ude  f6nr 
confeil  in  your  herte  than  to  preye  bim  to  whont 
ye  han  bewreyed  youre  confeil  that  he  wel  keptf 
it  clofe  and  ftille  ;  for  Seneca  fayth^  tf  fo  be  thaC 
thou  ne  mayft  not  thin  owed  confeil  hidei  bow 
dared  thou  preyen  any  other  tright  thy  confeil 
iecrely  to  k^e  I  Bot  n^thelet^if  tl|o«  trene  fihgr* 
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Vf  that  thy  t^rcying  of  thy  confcil  to  a  prrfonc 
wol  make  thy  condition  to  ftondcn  in  the  better 
plight,  than  (halt  thou  telle  him  thy  confcil  in 
rhi»  wife.  Firft,  thoU  (halt  make  no  femblant 
whether  thee  were  lever  pees  or  werre,  or  this 
or  that,  ne  Ihcwc  him  not  thy  will  ne  thin  en-' 
tcnte ;  for  trofte  wel  that  commnnly  thcfe  con- 
feillours  ben  flaterers,  namely  the  confeillours  of 
grtte  lordesi  for  they  cnforccn  hem  alway  rather 
DO  fpeken  plefa«t  wordes,  cndiiring  to  the  lordcs 
Idft,  than  wordea  that  ben  trcwe  or  profitable,  and 
therforc  men  fayn  that  the  richc  man  hath  feldc 
good  confeil  bat  if  he  have  it  of  himfelf.  And 
after  that  thou  (halt  confider  thy  frendcs  and 
thin  enemies.  And  as  touching  thy  frendet,  thou 
ihalt  confider  which  of  hem  ben  moft  feithfnl  and 
TOoft  wife,  and  eldctt  and  mod  apprcvcd,  in  con- 
IHUing,  and  of  hem  (halt  thou  ale  thy  confeil  as 
the  cas  requircth^ 

I  fay,  that  firft  ye  (huln  clepe  to  youre  confeil 
youre  frendes  that  be*  trewc;  for  Salomon  faith, 
that  right  as  the  herte  of  a  man  deliteth  in  favouf 
that  is  fwote,  right  fo  the  confeil  of  trewe  frendcs 
yeveth  fwetenelfe  to  the  foule :  he  fayth  alio, 
Thcr  may  nothing  b«  likened  to  the  trcwe  frcnd, 
for  certes  gold  ne  filvcr  ben  not  To  much  worth  as 
the  good  will  of  a  trewe  frend  :  and  eke  he  fayth, 
that  a  trcwe  frend  is  a  ftrong  defence ;  who  fo 
that  it  findcth^  certes  he  findeth  a  gret  trefor. 
Than  (huln  ye  che  confider  if  that  your  trewe 
frendes  ben  difcreie  and  wife;  for  the  book  faith, 
Axe  alway  thy  confeil  of  hem  that  ben  wife. 
And  by  this  fame  refon  (huln  ye  clepen  to  youre 
confeil  youre  frendcs  that  ben  of  age,  fwiche  as 
han  feyn  and  ben  expert  in 'many  thinges,  and 
benappreved  in  confeillinges;  for  die  book  fayth, 
In  olde  men  is  al  the  fapience,  and  in  longe  time 
the  prudence  :  And  TuUius  fayth,  that  grete 
thinges  ne  ben  not  ay  acccmipli^d  by  (Irengthe 
ae  by  dcliverncffe  of  body,  but  by  good  confeil,  by 
au«Soritee  of  pcrfones,  and  by  fcicnce  ;  the  which 
three  thinges  ne  ben  not  feble  by  age,  but  cer^ 
tcs  they  cnforccn  and  cncrcfen  day  by  day.  And 
than  (huln  ye  kepe  this  for  a  general  reule ;  firft, 
ye  (huln  clcpc  to  your  confeil  a  fewe  of  your 
frendes  that  ben  efpecial ;  for  Salomon  faith,  Many 
frendes  have  thou,  but  among  a  thuufand  chefe 
thee  on  to  be  thy  confetllour.  For  al  be  it  fo  that 
thou  firft  ne  telle  thy  confeil  but  tp  a  fewe,  thou 
mayeft  afterwarde  tell  it  to  mo  folk  if  it  be  nede* 
But  loke  alway  that  thy  confciUours  have  thilke 
three  conditions  that  I  have  fayd  before  *  that  is 
to  fay,  that  they  be  trcwe,  wife,  and  of  olde  ex- 
perience. And  wcrke  not  alway  in  every  nedc 
by  on  confcillour  allonc,  for  fcimtime  behoveth  it 
to  be  confeilled  by  many;  for  Salomon  fayth, 
Salvation  of  thinges  is  wher  as  tber  ben  many 
confeillours. 

Now  fith  that  I  have  told  you  of  which  folk  ye 
ihuJde  be  confeilled,  now  wol  I  tedhe  you  which 
confeil  y«  ought  to  efchue.  Firft,  ye  (huln  cfchue 
the  confeilling  of  fooles ;  for  Salomon  fay th^  Take 
no  confeil  of  a  fool,  for  he  ne  cannot  confeille  but 
after  his  owen  luft  and  his  affedion :  the  book 
,  iky th.  The  propertec  of  a  fool  is  this,  he  troweth 
lightly  haxme  of  every  map,  and  %hcly  troweth 


all  bonntee  in  himfclf.  Thou  (halt  etc  cCcduc 
the  confeilling  of  all  flaterers,  fwiche  as  enforcen 
hem  rather  to  prcifen  youre  perfonc  by  flate- 
rie,  than  for  to  tell  you  the  fothfa(bic^e  of 
thinges. 

WherfoTc  TulKus  fayth.  Among  allc  the  pcftJ- 
lences  that  ben  in  frcndftiip  the  grcteft  is  flatcrie  r 
and  therforc  it  is  more  nede  that  thou  cfchue  and 
drede  flaterers  than  any  other  peple.  The  book 
faith,  Thou  (halt  rather  drede  and  flee  fro  the 
fwete  wordes  of  flatering  preifers  than  fi-o  the 
cgrc  wordes  of  thy  frend  that  faith  thee  fothcs  : 
Salomon  faith,  that  the  wordes  of  a  flate rcr  is  m 
fnare  to  cacchen  innocentes  i  he  fayth  alfo.  He 
that  fpekcth  to  his  frend  wordes  of  fwctcitclfe 
and  of  plcfaunce,  he  fetteth  a  net  beforne  his  feet 
to  cacchen  him  :  and  therforc  fayth  Tullios,  En- 
dine  not  thin  eres  to  flaterers,  ne  take  nor  confeil 
of  wordes  of  flttterie :  and  Caton  fayth,  Avifc^ 
thee  wel,  and  efchue  wordes  of  fwetenefle  and  of 
plefamice.  And  eke  thou  (halt  efchue  the  con- 
feilling of  thin  olde  enemies  th«t  ben  reconciled* 
The  book  fayth,  that  no  wight  retounicih  fafcly 
into  the  grace  of  his  oWe  cnemie :  and  Yfopc 
fayth,  Ne  troik  not  to  hem  to  which  thou  ha(l 
(bmtime  had  werfe  or  enmitce,  ne  telle  hem  not 
thy  ccmfcil :  and  Scnek  telleth  the  caufe  why  ;  It 
may  not  be,  fayth  he,  ther  as  gret  fire  hath  long; 
time  endured  that  ther  ne  dwellcth  fom  vapour 
of  warmneffe;  and  therforc  faith  Salomon,  la 
thin  olde  foo  troft  thou  never  ;  for  fikcrly  though 
thin  enemie  be  reconciled,  and  maketh  thee  chcrc 
of  humilitee,  and  louteth  to  thee  with  his  bed, 
ne  troft  him  never,  for  certes  he  maketh  thilke 
feined  humilitee  more  for  his  prcfite  than  for  ajiy 
love  of  thy  perfone,  bccaufe  that  he  dcmeih  to 
have  vidorie  over  tlty  perfonc  by  fwiche  feined 
contcnance,  the  which  vidorie  he  might  not  have 
by  ftrif  of  werre.  And  Peter  Aiphonfc  fayth. 
Make  no  fdawfliip  with*  thin  olde  enemies,  for 
if  thon  do  hem  boumcc  they  wollcn  pervertcn  ic 
to  wickednelfe.  And  eke  thou  muft  efchue  the 
confeilling  of  hem  that  ben  thy  (crvauuts,  and 
beren  thee  gret  reverence,  for  paraventure  they 
fein  it  more  for  drede  than  for  love ;  and  therforc 
iaith  a  phitofophre  in  this  wife,  Thcr  is  no  wight 
parfiily  trewe  to  him  that  he  to  fore  drcdeth.  And 
Tullius  fayth,  Thcr  n*i8  no  might  fo  gret  of  any 
emperour  that  longe  may  endure,  but  if  he  hare 
more  love  of  the  peple  than  drede.  Thou  (halt 
alfo  efchue  the  confeilling  of  folk  that  ben 
dronkelcwc,  for  they  ne  can  no  confeil  hide ;  for 
Salomon  fayth,  Thcr  n*is  no  privctec  ther  as  reg- 
neth  dronkennclTe.  Ye  (huln  alfo  have  in  fofped 
the  confeilling  of  fwiche  folk  as  confeille  yon  o 
thing  prively,and  confeille  you  the  contrarie  open- 
ly; for  Cafliodore  fayth,  that  it  is  a  manere  fldghte 
to  hinder  his  enemy  whan  he  (heweth  to  don  a 
thing  openly,  aad^'wcrketh  prively  the  contrary* 
Thou  (halt  alfo  have  in  fufpe<a  the  confeilling  of 
wicked  folk,  for  hir  confcil  is  ahiray  ful  of  fraude. 
And  David  fayth,  Blisful  is  that  man  that  hath 
not  folwed  the  confeilling  of  (hrewes.  Thou  (halt 
alfo  efchue  the  confeilling  of  yonge  folk,  for  hir 
confeilling  is  not  ripe,  as  Salomon  faith. 
New,  Sire,  (ith  1  have  Ihcwcd  you  of  which 
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f^  ye  fiiullcn  take  youre  confeil,  and  of  which  , 
foik  yc  (huUen  eichae  the  confeil,  now  wol  I  : 
teche  you  how  ye  ihuln  examine  your  confeil  after  | 
the  doArine  of  Tullius.  In  examining  than  of  ; 
joar  confeillonrs,  ye  Ihuln  conddre  many  thinges.  * 
Alder  firft,  thou  (halt  confidre  that  in  thilke  thing 
that  thou  purpofefb,  and  upon  what  thing  that 
thou  wolt  have  confeil,  that  veray  trouthe  be  (aid 
and  codfenred ;  this  is  to'  iay,  telle  trewely  thy 
talc;  for  he  that  fayth  falfe  may  not  wel  be  con* 
fcillcd  in  that  cas  of  which  he  lieth.  And  after 
this  thou  ihalt  confidre  the  thinges  that  accorden 
to  that  thou  purpoieft  for  to  do  by  thy  confeiUourt, 
if  refon  accord  therto,  and  clce  if  thy  might  may 
atteine  thcrto»  and  if  the  more  part  and  the  bet* 
tcr  part  of  thin  confeillours  accorden  therto  or 
oo.  Than  (halt  thon  confidre  what  thing  iha) 
iohre  of  that  confcilling,  as  hate,  pees,  werre, 
grace,  profite,  or  domage,  and  many  other  thinges, 
and  in  alle  thinges  thou  fhalt  chefe  the  befle» 
and  weivc  all  other  thinges.  Than  fbalt  thou 
confidre  of  yrlat  roote  is  engendred  the  matere 
of  thy  confeil«  and  what  fruit  it  may  conceive 
and  ei^gendrc.  Thou  ihalt  eke  confidre  alle 
the  cauTes  from  whennes  they  ben  fprongen* 
And  whan  thou  haft  examined  thy  confeil,  as 
1  have  (aid,  and  which  partie  is  the  better  and 
more  profiuble,  and  haft  appreved  it  by  many 
wife  folk  and  olde,  than  ftialt  thou  confidre 
if  thou  mayft  performe  it  and  maken  of  it  a 
good  ende ;  for  certcs  refon  wol  not  that  any  man 
ihoidc  beginne  a  thing  but  if  he  mighte  performe 
it  as  him  cughte,  ce  no  wight  fhulde  take  upon 
him  Xb  hevy  a  charge  that  he  might  not  beren  it, 
for  the  proverbe  ^yth.  He  that  to  muche  cmf 
braccth  diftreineth  litcl ;  and  Caton  faith,  Aflay 
to  do  fwiche  thinges  as  thou  haft  power  to  don, 
left  the  charge  opprcifc  thee  £o  fore  that  thee  be- 
hovtth  to  weive  thing  that  thou  huft  btgonne. 
And  if  fo  be  that  thou  be  in  doute  whether  thou 
mayft  performe  a  thing  or  non,  chefe  rather  to 
ftSre  than  to  beginne.  And  Peter  Alphonfe 
iayth.  If  thou  haft  might  to  don  a  thing  of  which 
thioo  mull  repentc,  it  is  better  nay  than  ya;  this 
i*  to  fayn,  that  thee  is  better  to  holde  thy  tonge 
flillc  than  for  to  fpeke.  Than  may  ft  thou  under* 
floode  by  ftronger  rcfons,  that  if  thou  haft  power 
lo  performe  a  werk  of  which  thou  (halt  repente, 
than  is  thee  better  that  thou  fufire  than  beginne. 
Wcl  iayn  they  that '  defenden  every  wieht  to 
aifaye  a  thin^  of  which  he  is  in  doute  whether 
he  may  performe  it  or  non.  And  after  whan  ye 
han  examined  your  confeil  as  I  have  (aid  beforne, 
and  knowen  wel  that  ye  moun  performe  your 
empdfi:;,  conferme  it  than  (adly  til  it  be  at  an  ende. 
Now  is  it  relon  and  time  that  I  (hewe  you  whan 
and  wberfore  that  you  maun  chaimge  your  con- 
fcil  withouten  reprevc.  Sothly  a  man  may  change 
his  purpos  and  his  confeil  if  the  caufe  cefeth,  or 
whan  a  newe  cas  betideth ;  for  the  lawc  faith,  that 
upon  thinges  that  newly  betiden  behoveth  newe 
confeil ;  and  Seneca  fayth,  If  thy  confeil  is  comen 
to  the  cres  of  thin  enemies  chaunge  thy  confeil. 
l*hou  mayil  alfo  chaunge  thy  confeil,  if  fo  be 
that  thon  find  that  by  errour  or  by  other  caufe, 


harme  or  damage  may  betide :  alfo  if  thy  eohfei} 
be  dilhonefte,  other  eUes  come  of  diftioncfte  cauie, 
chaunge  thy  confeil ;  for  the  lawes  fain  that  all 
behefiies  that  ben  dilhonefte  ben  of  no  value  ;  and 
eke  if  fo  be  that  it  be  impoffible,  or  may  not 
goodly  be  performed  or  kept. 

And  take  this  ibr  a  general  reule,  that  every 
conieil  that  is  ajfifermed  fo  ftrongly  that  it  may  not 
be  ehaunged  for  no  condition  that  may  betide,  I 
(ay  that  thilke  confeil  is  wicked. 

This  Melibcus,  whan  he  had  herd  the  dodrin^ 
of  his  wif  Dame  Prudence,  anfwered  in  this 
wife  :  I>ame,  quod  he,  as  yet  unto  this  time  ye 
han  wel  and  covenably  taught  me,  as  in  general, 
how  I  (hal  goveme  me  in  die  chefing  and  in  the 
withholding  of  ray  confeillours  ;  but  now  wold  I 
fain  that  you  wold  condefcend  in  efpecial,  and 
telle  me  how  liketh  you  or  what  femeth  you  by 
ourc  counfeillours  that  we  han  chofen  in  oure  pre^ 
lent  nede. 

My  Lord,  quod  (he,  I  befcche  you  in  alle  hum* 
blcffe  that  ye  wol  not  wilfully  replie  agein  my 
refons,  ne  diftempre  your  herte,  though  I  fpeke 
thing  that  you  difplcfe,  for  God  wote  that  as  in 
min  entente  I  fpeke  it  for  your  befte,  for  youre 
honour  and  for  youre  profit  eke,  and  fothly  I  hope 
that  youre  benignitee  wol  taken  it  in  patience. 
And  troftcth  me  wel,  quod  (he,  that  youre  con- 
feil as  in  this  cas  ne  (hulde  not  (as  to  fpeke  propxe- 
ly)  be  called  a  confeil] ing,  but  a  motion  or  a^* 
meving  of  folic,  in  which  confeil  ye  han  erred  in 
ipany  a  fondry  wife. 

Firft  and  forward,  ye  han  erred  in  the  alfeni^ 
bling  of  youre  confeillours,  for  ye  ftiolde  firft  han 
cleped  a  fewe  folk  to  youre  confeil,  and  after  ye 
mighte  han  (hewed  it  to  mo  folk  if  it  hadde  be 
nede ;  but  certcs  ye  han  ibdcinly  cleped  to  yopr 
confeil  a  gret  multitude  of  pcple,  ful  chargeant, 
and  fill  anoyons  for  to  here.  Alfo  ye  han  erred, 
for  ther  as  yc  (hulde  han  only  cleped  to  youre  con* 
feile  youre  trewe  frepdes  olde  and  wife,  ye  h;;n 
cleped  ftraunge  folk,  yooge  folk,  falfe  fiatcrers, 
and  enemies  reconciled,  and  folk  that  don  you  re* 
vcrence  withouten  love.  And  eke  ye  han  erred, 
for  ye  han  brought  with  you  to  youre  confeil  ire, 
coveitife,  and  haftifneffei  the  which  three  thinges 
ben  contrary  to  every  confeil  boneft  and  profitable, 
the  which  three  thinges  yc  ne  han  not  anicntiiTed 
or  deftroyed  neither  in  yourcfclf  ne  in  youre  con* 
feillours  as  you  ought.  Ye  han  erred  alfo,  for  ye 
han  (hewed  to  youre  confeillours  youre  talent  and 
youre  a0edions  to  make  werre  anon,  and  for  to 
do  vengeaunce,  and  they  han  efpied  by  youre 
wordes  to  what  thing  ye  ben  enclined,  and  ther* 
fore  han  they  confeilled  you  rather  to  youre  ta* 
lent  than  to  yonre  profite.  Yc  han  erred  alfo,  for 
it  femeth  that  you  fufiiceth  to  han  ben  confeilled 
by  thife  confeillours  only,  and  with  litel  avis, 
wheras  in  fo  high  and  fo  gret  a  nede  it  had  ben' 
necelfarie  mo  confeillours  and  more  deliberation 
to  performe  youre  emprife.  Ye  han  erred  alfo, 
for  ye  han  not  examined  your  confeil  in  the 
forefaid  manere,  ne  in  due  manere  as  the  cas 
requireth.  Ye  han  erred  alfo,  for  ye  han  maked 
no  divifioD  bctwix  youre  confeillours;  thi^  it  tHj 
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Ujni  beiwlz  jwrt  ttewt  frendes  and  yonre 
fcined  confcilloiifs ;  ne  ye  han  not  knowe  the 
#iUe  of  youre  ttewe  frendet  oldd  and  wife, 
But  ye  han  pift  alle  hir  wordes  in  an  hocbepot, 
and  endined  your  hene  to  the  more  part  and 
to  the  greter  nombre,  and  ther  be  ye  eon* 
4e£cended  t  and  iith  ye  wot  wel  that  men  ftitiln 
alway  finde  a  greter  nombre  of  fooles  thaii 
^f  wife  men,  and  therfore  'the  cOnfeillings  that 
ben  at  con^egations  and  mahitudes  o^  foOk,  ther 
M  men  take  more  regard  to  the  nombre  than  to 
the  fapichce  of  perfonet,  ye  feen  wel  ihat  it  fwiche 
^onfeillings  foolet  han  the  maiftrie.  Mclibeus 
fn^cred  and  &id  a^in ;  I  graunte  wel  thai  I 
liave  erred,  but  ther  as  thou  haft  told  me  herebe- 
fbme  that  he  n'is  not  to  blame  that  chaungcth 
flit  conleil  in  certain  cas,  and  for  certain  and  juft 
caufet,  I  am  al  ready  to  chaun^e  my  confeil  right 
at  thou  wojt  devife.  The  provcrbe  fayth,  For  to 
don  (bne  is  mannifh,  but  ccrte«  for  to  perfevere 
in  (inne  is  werke  of  the  devil. 

To  this  fentence  anfwered  anon  Dame  Pru- 
dence, and  faide ;  Examineth  (quod  ihe)  wel  your 
coiiicil,  and  let  us  fee  the  which  of  hem  han  fpoken 
moft  rcfonably,  and  taught  you  beft  confeil :  and 
for  as  muche  as  the  examination  is  neceflarie,  let 
us  begifme  at  the  fnrgiens  and  at  the  phyficiens 
that  firf^  fpaken  in  this  mater.  I  fay  that  phyficicns 
and  ^urgiens  ban  faydc  you  in  youre  confeil  dif- 
cretly  as  hem  oughte,  and  in  hir  fppche  faiden  ful 
wifely  (hat  to  the  office  of  hem  apperteineth  to 
don  to  every  wight  honour  and  profite,  and  no 
wight  to  anoye,  anfl  after  hir  craft  to  don  grct 
diligence  unto  the  cure  of  hem  which  that  Uiey 
ban  in  hir  govemaunce.  And,  Sire,  right  as  they 
han  anfwered  wifely  and  difcrctly,  right  fo  rede 
I  that  they  be  highly  and  foverainly  guerdoned 
for  hir  noble  fpeche,  and  eke  for  they  ftulden  do 
the  more  ententif  befinefle  in  the  curation  of  thy 
derc  doughter :  for  al  be  it  fo  that  they  ben  youre 
frendes,  therfore  ihullen  ye  not  fafl^en  that  they 
icrve  you  for  nought,  but  ye  oughte  the  rather 
guerdene  hem,  and  mewe  hem  youre  largeife. 
And  as  touching  the  propofition  which  the  phy- 
iiciens  entretedpil  in  this  cas,  this  is  to  iain, 
that  in  maladies  that  a  contrarie  is  warilhed  by 
another  con^rie,  I  wold  fain  kpowe  how  ye  un- 
derftonde  thiike  text,  and  what  is  your  fentence. 
Certes,  quod  Melibeui,  I  underftond  it  in  this 
wife,  that  right  as  they  han  don  me  a  contrarie, 
righte  fo  ihulde  I  don  hem  another ;  for  right  as 
they  ban  venged  hem  upon  me  and  don  me 
wrong,  right  (o  ihal  1  venge  hie  upon  hem  and 
don  hem  wrong,  an4  than  have  I  cure^  a  contra*- 
rie  by  another. 

Lo,  lb!  quod  Pame  Prudence,  how  lightly  is 
^Very  man  cnclincd  to  his  owen  delire  and  his 
owen  pkiancc  I  Certes  (quod  fhe)  the  wordes  of 
the  phyficiensne  ihulden  not  han  ben  nnderflonden 
in  that  wife,  for  certes  wickedneffe  is  not  contra- 
rie to  wickedncife,  ne  vengeaunce  to  vcnecauncc, 
ne  wrong  to  wrong,  but  they  ben  femblatlc,  and 
and  therfore  avenge:^ ance  h  not  warifhcd  by  ano- 
ther venginunce,  ne  a  wrong  by  another  wrong, 
put  cverich  of  hem  cncrcfcth  and  aggreggcth  o- 


^her.  But  certes  the  wordes  of  the  phyficteil 
;  Ihulden  ben  undcrftonde  in  this  "ktfe,  for  good 
I  and  wickedneffe  ben  two  contraries,  add  pees  and 
j  werre,  vengeaunce  and  fffflTrauncc,  difcord  and  ac- 
eord,  and  many  other  thingcs;  biit  certes  Wid- 
edneiTe  (hal  be  wafifhcd  by  goodneffe,  difcord  by 
accord,  wcrrc  by  pe6s,ahd  fo  forth  of  otbct  thinga. 
And  hereto  accordeth  Scint  t^oule  the  apoftle  in 
many  places ;  he  fayth,  Kc  yeldc  flbt  harmc  for 
harme,  ne  wicked  fpechc  for  wicked  fpcchc,  but 
do  wel  to  him  that  aoth  to  thee  harmc,  abd  bleffd 
him  that  feith  to  thee  harme  :  and  in  many  other 
places  he  amonefteth  pecs  and  accord.  But  now 
wol  I  fpcke  to  you  of  the  confeil  which  that  wai 
yeven  to  you  by  the  men  of  lawe,  and  the  wife 
folk  and  old  folkc,  that  fayden  alle  by  on  accord  as 
ye  han  here!  beforne,  that  over  alle  thin^  jc 
fliuln  do  your  diligence  to  kcpe  your  perfoUe,  and 
to  wamcftore  your  houfe ;  and  faidcn  alfo,  that  in 
this  cas  you  oughte  for  to  werchen  ful  avif^ly  and 
with  grct  deliberation.  And,  Sire,  as  to  the  flrft 
point,  that  toucheth  the  keping  of  yoiire  pcrfonc, 
ye  (huln  undcrflond  that  he  that  hath  werre  (hal 
ever  more  dcvouxly  and  tackely  preicn  beforne 
alle  thingcs  that  Tefu  Crift  of  his  mercic  wol  han 
him  in  his  protection,  and  ben  his  foVcfainc  help- 
ing at  his  ncdc  ;  for  certes  in  this  world  ther  ii 
no  wight  that  may  be  confeilled  ne  kept  fuftfantJy 
withoute  the  keping  of  oure  Lord  Jefli  Crift.  To 
this  fentence  accordeth  the  prophete  David,  that 
fayth,  If  God  ne  kepe  tlie  citee  in  idel  waketh  he 
that  kcpcth  it.  Now,  Sire,  than  (huln  yc  comraittc 
the  keping  of  youre  pcrfone  to  youre  trewe  frcndc^ 
that  ben  apprevcd  and  yknowe,  and  of  hem  Ihuin 
yc  axen  hcipe  youre  perfone  for  to  kcpe;  for  Ca- 
ton  faith.  If  thou  have  nede  of  helpc,  axe  It  of  thy 
frendes,  for  ther  n*i«  non  fo  good  a  phyiicien  as 
thy  trewe  frend.  And  after  this  thati  Ihuln  yc 
kepe  you  fro  alle  ftraunge  folk,  and  fro  lieres,  and 
have  alway  in  fufpe<^  hir  compaignie  ;  for  Piers 
Alphonfc  fayth,Ne  take  no  compaignie  by  the  way 
of  a  ftraunge  man,  but  if  fo  be  that  thou  have 
knowen  him  of  lenger  time ;  and  if  fo  be  that  he 
falle  into  thy  compaignie  paravpnture  ^ithouten 
thin  aftent,  enquere  than  as  fubtilly  as  thou  maift 
of  his  converfation,  and  of  his  lif  beforne,  and 
feinc  thy  way,  faying  thou  wolt  go  thider  as  thou 
wolt  not  go  ;  and  if  he  here  a  fpcre  hold  thee  on 
the  right  fide ,  and  if  he  here  a  fwerd  hold  thee  on 
his  left  fide.  And  after  this  than  (huln  ye  kepe 
you  wifely  fropi  all  fwichc  manere  pcple  »$  I 
have  fayed  before,  and  hem  and  hir  confeil  efchue. 
And  after  this  than  fliuln  ye  kepe  you  in  fwichc 
manere  that  for  any  prrfumption  of  youre  ftrcngthc 
that  yc  ne  dcfpife  not  tie  account  not  thd  might 
of  your  adverfary  fo  lite  that  ye  let  the  keping  of 
yourfe  pcrfone  for  your  prerumption,for  every  wife 
man  drcdeth  his  enemie  :  and  Salomon  fayth, 
Welful  is  he  that  of  alle  hath  drede  ;  for  certes  he 
that  thurgh  the  hardlneffe  of  his  hcrtc,and  thurgh 
the  hardineflcof  himfelf,hath  to  grct  prefumption, 
him  ftial  cvnl  betide.  Than  ftiuin  ye  evcrnio  coun- 
trcwaite  emboyffcmcnts  and  alle  efpiailc ;  for  Sc- 
nck  fayth,  that  the  wife  man  that  dredeth  harmes 
cfchacth  harmes,  ae  he  ne  falk;h  into  perils  tlut 
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fenb  dcimetli.  And  al  be  it  fo  that  it  feme  that 
tfaoo  art  in  fiker  place,  yet  ihalt  thou  alway  do 
diy  diligence  in  keping  ci  thy  peribne ;  this  is  to 
ikjn,  DC  be  not  negligent  to  hepe  thin  perfone 
ooc  only  fro  thy  greuil  enemy  but  alio  fro  thy 
leftc  enemy.  Serck  iayth,  A  man  that  is  wei 
ariied  he  dredeth  his  lefte  enemie ;  Ovide  iayth, 
that  the  litel  welei  woi  flee  the  gret  boll  and  the 
wiUe  hart ;  and  the  book  iayth,  A  litel  thome 
mzj  prikke  a  )ung  ful  fore;  and  a  litel  hound  wol 
hold  the  wilde  bore.  But  natheles  I  iay  not  thou 
1^  be  h  coward  that  thou  doute  wher  as  is  no 
ilrede.  The  book  iaith  that  *  fom  men  [han  taught 
be  hir  deceivour,  for  they  han  to  much  dreded] 
to  be  deceived.  Yet  (halt  thou  drede  to  be  em* 
poyfoned  and  {therfore  ihalt  thou]  kepe  thee  fro 
the  compagnie  of  fcomert;  for  the  book  fayth. 
With  icorners  nc  make  no  compagnie,  but  flee  hir 
wordes  as  ▼cnime. 

Kow  as  to  the  fecond  point,  wheras  yonre  wife 
coB^iUottrsconfeillcd  you  towameiloreyour  hous 
with  gret  diligence,  I  wolde  fain  knowe  how  that 
Ji  uoderftonde  thittte  wordcs,  and  what  is  your 
ieatence. 

Melftieiis  aniwered  and  talde ;  Certes  I  under- 
load it  in  this  wife,  that  I  ibal  wameilore  min 
hotis  with  tonresy  fwiche  as  han  cailelles  and  other 
aaaat  edifices^  mnd  armure,  and  artelries,  by 
which  tUnges  I  may  my  perfone  and  myn  horns 
fo  kapcn  sod  defenden  that  min  enemies  flioln 
hea  is  drede  min  hous  for  to  approche. 

To  this  £en(ence  anfwered  anon  Prudence: 
Waraefloring  (quod  Ihe)  of  heighe  toures  and 
«f  gret  edifices,  is  wkh  grete  coftagee  and  with 
ptte  travaiile,  and  whan  that  they  ben  accom- 
pliced  yet  ben  they  not  worth  a  ilre,  but  if  they 
ben  defended  by  trewe  frendes  that  ben  olde  and 
wile.  And  nnderftonde  wel  that  the  gretefte 
ud  ftroogeile  garneibn  that  a  riche  man  may 
hittfU  wel  to  kepen  his  peribne  as  his  goodcs,  is, 
that  he  be  beloved  with  his  Aib^ta  and  with  his 
oe^hdx)tns ;  for  thus  fayth  TuUiun,  that  ther 
i»  s  mner  g&rneibn  that  no  man  may  vcnquifli 
Bediicomfite,  and  chat  is  a  lord  to  be  beloved  of 
his  dtiseins  and  of  fiss  peple. 

Mow,  Sire,  as  Cd  the  thridde  point,  wheraB  youre 
oUe  ami  wiie  conieilioun  fayden  that  you  ne 
Mghte  not  ibdeinly  ne  haiBly  proceden  in  this 
i>cde,bat  that  yon  ongbte  purveyen  and  appareilen 
T°s  ia  this  ca$  witii  gret  diligence  and  gret  deH» 
bcratioo,  trewely  I  trowe  that  they  fayden  ri|fht 
*ifeJy  and  right  feth ;  foe  Tullius  iayth,  In  every 
Mde  cr  thou  beginne  it  i^ypareile  thee  with  grei 
<hiigeiice.  Than  fay  I  that  in  vengaunce  taking  in 
^[crre;  in  bataiBe,  and  in  wamelVuring,  er  thou  bo» 
f^inoc  I  rede  that  thou  appareile  thee  therto,  and 
**o  it  with  gret  deliberation  5  for  TuUius  iayth 

•  Thlipaflife.  which  {n  dcfcaivc  In  all  the  mfT.  I  have 
Pat'hed  opju  w<ll  a>  I  cr.uUI,  by  arttHnii  the  word*  lutwccn 
*««  from  ihc  French  Mclibec,  where  It  ftAnri*  Uros  ; 
^  Ascunei  jjeiw  out  enfeiunc  leur  dccevjur,  car  iU  ont 
^tropaoubtt  <^uc  on  ne  k*  dccenft.  Aprcs  t«  tc  doi« 
^  ft*nlcrd«  veititn,  ct  li  tc  Uoi*  parOtr  <Je  cnmpAignle  Ac 
^  firtiqucHT^,  car  U  dt  efciipc,  A»cc  k*  nn  tfatur*  n*Ai:» 

C(iinpai«nc,  ct  luy  l^i%  piroic*  cuaiii.c  ^c  vciiiiu.*'-*- 


that  longe  appareiling  tofore  the  bataille  maketk 
ihort  vidorie ;  and  Cai&odorus  fayth,  The  game* 
fon  is  ilronger  whan  it  is  longe  time  avifed. 

But  now  let  us  fpcken  of  the  confeil  that  waa 
accorded  by  youre  neigheboures  fwiche  as  doa 
you  reverence  withouten  love,  youre  olde  enc« 
mies  reconciled,your  flaterercs,  that  confeilled  yoa 
certain  thinges  prively,  and  openly  coniieilled  yovi 
the  contrarie,  the  yonge  folk  alfo,  that  confeilled 
you  to  venge  you  and  to  make  werre  anon.  Cera- 
tes, Sire,  as  I  have  iaydc  befbme,  ye  han  gretly 
erred  to  han  cleped  fwiche  manor  folk  to  youre 
confeil,  which  confeiliours  ben  ynough  reproved 
by  the  refons  aforeiaid  :  but  natheles,  let  us  now 
defcende  to  the  fpeciaL  Ye  Ihul  firil  proceden  af- 
ter the  dodrine  of  Tullius.  Certes  the  trouthr* 
of  this  matere  or  of  this  confeil  nedeth  not  dili* 
gently  to  enquire,  for  it  is  wel  wift  which  they 
ben  that  han  don  to  you  this  trespas  and  vilanie, 
and  how  many  trefpafours,  and  in  what  manere, 
they  han  don  to  you  all  this  wrong  and  all  thit 
vilanie.  And  after  thi>  than  ihuin  ye  examine  th« 
fecond  condition  which  that  the  fame  Tullius  adt 
deth  in  this  matere ;  for  Tullius  putteth  a  thing 
which  that  he  depeth  Confenting;  this  to  fayn, 
who  ben  they,and  which  ben  they,  and  how  many^ 
that  confenten  to  thy  confeil  in  thy  wiliulneife  to 
don  hailif  vengeaunce.  And  let  us  confidre  aifo 
who  ben  they,  and  how  many  ben  they,  and  which 
ben  they,  that  conicnteden  to  youi^e  adveriaries. 
As  to  the  firil  point,  it  is  wel  knowen  which  folk 
they  be  that  confcnteden  to  youre  wilfulneiSey 
for  trewely  all  tho  that  cpnfeileden  you  to  makea 
fodein  werre  n^  ben  not  youre  frendes.  Let  ua 
now  confidre  which  ben  they  that  ye  holden  (o 
gretly  youre  frendes  as  to  youre  perfone,  for  al  be 
it  fo  that  ye  be  mighty  and  xiche,  certes  ye  ne  ben 
but  allone ;  £or  certes  ye  ne  han  no  child  but  a 
doughter,  ne  ye  ne  han  no  brethren,  ne  coiiaa 
germains,  ne  non  other  nigh  kinrede,  wherfore 
that  your  enemies  for  drede  flkulde  ftinte  to  pleda 
with  you  or  to  dcilroye  youre  perfone.  Ye  know- 
en  alfo  that  your  richefies  moten  ben  diipended 
in  diver£c  parties,  and  whan  that  every  wight 
hath  his  part  they  ne  wollen  taken  but  litel  regard 
to  venge  youre  deth.  But  thin  enemies  ben  thitc, 
and  they  han  many  brethren,  children,  coiins,  and 
other  nigh  kinrede;  and  though  fo  were  tfaac 
thou  haddeil  ilain  of  hem  two  or  tiiree,  yet  dwei- 
Icil  ther  ynow  to  wrcken  hir  deth,  and  to  flee  thy 
perfone.  And  thou^  fo  be  that  youre  ki  rede  he 
more  ilede£[kil  and  iiker  than  the  kin  of  your  ad* 
veriaries,  yet  natheles  youre  kinrede  is  but  a  fer 
kinrede ;  they  ben  but  litel  fibbe  to  you,  and  tho 
kin  of  youre  enemies  ben  nigh  iibbe  to  hem ;  and 
certes  as  in  that  hir  condition  is  better  than 
youres.  Than  let  us  conildere  alio  of  the  confcil- 
ling  of  hem  that  confeilled  yon  to  take  fodein 
vengeaunce,  whether  it  accorde  to  refon;  and 
certes  ye  knowe  wel  nay ;  for  as  by  right  and  re-* 
fon  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeaunce  on  no 
wiglit  but  Uie  juge  that  hath  the  juri&lidion  of 
it,  whan  it  is  ygraUuted  him  to  take  thilke  ven# 
gcauncc  haOily  orattemprcly  asthc  lawcrcquircth. 
I  iiij 
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And  moreover  of  thilkc  word  that  Tullius  wiepcth 
Confcnting,  thou  ftialt  confidcrc  if  thy  might  and 
thy  power  may  confcntc  and  fuffice  to  thy  wil- 
ftilncffc  and  to  thy  confeillours;  and  ccrtcs  thou 
maycft  wcl  fay  that  Nay;  for  fikcrly,  as  for  to 
fpeke  pr«prcly,  wc  moun  do  npthing  but  only 
fwichc  thing  as  we  moun  don  rightfully ;  and 
ccrtes  rightfully  ye  nc  mowc  take  no  vcngcauncc, 
as  of  your  proprc  audorite.  Than  mowc  ye  fen 
that  your  power  ne  confenteth  not  nc  accordeth 
not  to  your  wilfulnefie.  Now  let  us  examine  the 
thridde  point,  that  Tullius  clcpcth  ConfequentJ 
Thou  Ihilt  underftonde  that  the  Tcngeauncc  that 
thou  purpofeft  for  to  take  is  the  confc«iucnt,  and 
theroffolwcth  another  vengeaunce,peril,andwerre, 
4nd  other  damages  without  nombre,  of  which  wc 
bsn  not  ware  as  at  this  time.  And  as  touching  the 
fourthe  point,  that  Tullius  clcpcth  Engendering, 
thou  ftialt  confider  that  this  wrong  which  that  is 
don  to  thee  is  cngendred  of  the  hate  of  thin  ene- 
mies, and  of  the  vengeaunce  taking  upon  that 
wold  engender  another  vciigeaunce,  and  muchel 
foTwe  and  wafting  of  richcflcs,  as  I  faydc  ere. 
'  Now,  Sire,  as  to  the  point  that  Tullius  clcpcth 
Caui\  3,  which  that  is  the  laft  point,  thou  Ihalt  un- 
derftonde that  the  wrong  that  thou  haft  received 
hath  ccrtaine  caufes  which  that  clcrkes  clcpcn 
^rUis  and  ejkitnt^  and  cauja  lenginqua,  and  cavfa 
propinqua ;  this  is  to  fayn,  the  fcr  caufe  and  the 
iiigh  caufe.  The  fer  caufe  is  almighty  God,  that 
is  caufe  of  allc  thinges;  the  ner  caufe  is  thin  three 
enemies;  the  caufe  accidental  was  hate;  the  caufe 
material  ben  the  five  wbundes  of  thy  doughter ; 
the  caufe  formal  is  the  maner  of  hir  wcrking,  that 
brought  en  ladders  and  clonibcn  in  at  thy  win- 
^owes ;  the  caufe  final  was  for  to  flee  thy  dough- 
|<r :  it  letted  not  in  as  muche  as  in  hem  was. 
But  for  to  fpcke  of  the  fer  caiife,  as  to  \*  hat  endc 
they  (huld  come,  or  what  ftial  finally  betide  of 
hem  in  this  cas,  ne  can  I  not  denie  but  by  conje<^* 
ing  and  fuppofmg  ;  for  wc  Ihuln  fuppofc  t|iat  they 
ihiiln  come  to  a  wicked  ende,  becaufe  that  the 
Book  of  Decrees  fayth,  Selden  or  with  gret  peine 
ben  caufes  ybrought  to  a  good  cndc  whan  tlicy 
ben  badly  btfgoone. 

Now,  8irc,  if  men  wold  axen  me  why  that  God 
fuffred  men  to  do  you  this  vilanie,  ccrtcs  1  can  not 
wcl  anfwcr  as  for  no  fothfaftnefle  j  for  the  apoftle 
fayth  that  the  fciences  and  the  jugements  of  ourc 
Lord  God  Almighty  ben  ful  dcpe ;  ther  may  no 
Alan  comprehend  ne  ferche  hem  fu^antly  ;  na- 
theles,  by  certain  prcfiimptions  and  conjcdings  I 
bold  and  bcleve  that  God,  which  that  is  ful  of  juf- 
ticc  and  of  rightwifencfle,  hath  fuffered  this  betrde 
By  juft  caufe  refonablc. 

Thy  name  is  Mclib^e,  this  is  to  fayn,  a  man 
that  drinketh  hony.  Thou  haft  dronkc  fo'muchc 
hony  of  fvvete  tcmporcl  richeflcs,  and  delices,  and 
honours  of  this  world,  that  thou  art  dronken,  and 
haft  forgctten  Jefu  Crift  thy  crcatour  :  thou  nc 
haft  nor  don  to 'him  fwiche  honour  andrcTcrcncc 
as  thee  ought,  ne  thou  ne  haft  wel  ytaken  kepc  to 
the  wordcs  of  Ovidc,  that  fayth,  Under  the  hpncy 
o£  the  goodes  of  thy  body  is  hid  tl)e  venime  that 
ilcth  the  foule :  and  Salomon  fayth,  If  thou  haft 


founden  hony,  etc  of  it  that  fufficcth;  for  if  tbo« 
etc  of  it  out  of  mcfurc  thou  (halt  fpewc,  and  be 
ncdy  and  poure.  And  peravcnturc  Crift  hath 
thee  in  dcfpit,  and  hath  toumed  away  fro  thee  his 
face  and  his  crcs  of  mifcricordc,  and  alfo  he  hath 
fuffred  that  thou  haft  ben  puniflied  in  the  mancre 
that  thou  haft  ytrcfpafed.  Thou  haft  don  finnc 
again  oure  Lord  Crift,  for  ccrtcs  the  three  encw 
mics  of  mankind,  that  is  to  fayn,  the  flefli,  the 
fend,  and  the  world,  thou  haft  fuffred  hem  cxttre 
into  thin  herte  wilfully  by  the  windowes  of  thy 
body,  and  haft  not  defended  thyfelf  fuffifantly 
agein  hir  affautes  and  hir  temptations,  fo  that 
they  han  wounded  thy  Ibulc  in  five  places ;  this  is 
to  fayn,- the  dedly  finnes  that  ben  entred  into 
thyn  herte  by  thy  five  wittes  :  and  in  the  fame 
mancre  our  Lord  Crift  hath  woW  and  fuifrcd 
that  thy  three  enemies  ben  entred  into  thyn  hous 
by  the  windowes,  and  han  ywoundcd  thy  douglt- 
ter  in  theforcfayd  mancre. 

Ccrtcs,  quod  Melibee,  I  fee  wel  that  ye  enforce 
you  muchel  by  wordcs  to  overcomen  me  in  fwiche 
mancre  that  I  ftial  not  renge  mc  on  min  enemies, 
ftiewing  me  the  perils  and  the  evils  that  mightea 
falle  of  this  vcngcauncc ;  but  who  fo  woldc  coo  ft- 
dre  in  all  vengcaunces  the  perils  and  evils  that 
mighten  fue  of  vcngcauncc  taking  a  man  woldne-> 
vcr  take  vengeaunce,  and  that  were  han^nc ;  for  by 
the  vengeaunce  taking  ben  the  wicked  men  difle- 
vcred  fro  the  goodc  men,  and  they  that  han  will 
to  do  wickedneffe  rcftreinen  hir  wicked  porpos 
whan  they  fen  the  puniftiing  and  the  chafUilng 
•  of  the  trefpafours.  [To  this  anfwered  Dame 
Prudence  :  Ccrtcs,  quod  flic,  I  graunte  you  that 
of  vengeaunce  taking  cometh  muche  evil  and 
muche  good;  but  vengeaunce  taking  apperteineth 
not  to  cverich  pn,  but  only  to  juges,  and  to  hem 
that  han  the  jurifdidion  over  the  trefpafours.] 
And  yet  fay  1  more,  that  right  as  a  fmguler  pcr- 
f  nc  findeth  in  taking  vengeaunce  of  another  man, 
right  fo  finneth  the  juge  if  he  do  no  vengeaunce  of 
hem  that  it  han  deferved  ;  for  Senek  ^yth  thus. 
That  mafter  (he  fiiyth)  is  good  that  prcvcth 
fhrewes ;  and  Cailiodore  fa>^h,  A  man  drcdeth  to 
do  outrages  whan  he  wot  and  knoweth  that  it  di(> 
plefeth  to  the  juges  and  foveraines;  and  another 
fayth.  The  juge  that  drcdeth  to  do  right  makcth 
men  fhrewes ;  and  Seint  Poule  the  apoftk  fayth 
in  hisepiftle,  whan  he  writeth  unto  the  Romaines, 
that  the  juges  beren  not  the  fpere  withooften 
caufe,  but  they  beren  it  to  puniihe  the  (hrcwes 
and  mifdoers,  and  for  to  dcfende  the  goodc  men. 
If  ye  wiln  than  take  vengeaunce  of  youre  enemies, 
ye  fhuln  retoume  or^avc  your  recours  to  the  juge 
that  hath  the  jurifdi&ion  upon  hem,  and  he  f^ 
puniftie  hem  as  the  lawe  axeth  and  requireth. 

A !  fayd  Melibee,  this  vengeaunce  liketh  me 
noticing.    I  bethink  me  now  and  take  hcde  how 

♦  The  following  pafTace,  which  the  reader  will  fee  to  be 
very  material  to  the  fenfe,  I  luve  tranfl^tcU  i'rom  the 
French,  and  inferred  berwcen  crotchet*,  aa  l>ef'rti  •*  tt 
**  a  ce  r*rp(>nt  Dame  Prudence:  Ccrtes,  <'.iltelle,  ic  tVtt- 
•'  trove  que  dc  vengeance  vlcnt  molt  dr  niaulx  ct  de  bicn«, 
••  mals  venpewncc  n*appariient  pa»a  uncliarcua,  forafco- 
**  kn.cnt  aux  j\i(;eii  et  a  ceulk  qui  out  i^  jutiUtcioa  ^r  Ics 
**  »nalf»it«utfc"-'-7>ru'i&//l, 
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ikMt  Fortune  hatli  nonnflied  me  from  my  child- 
bode,  and  hath  holpen  me  to  pafle  many  a  ftronge 
pts :  now  wol  I  aflayen  hire,  trowing  with  Goddes 
helpe  that  ihe  ihal  helpe  me  my  ihame  for  to 
venge. 

Certet,  quod  Prudence,  if  ye  wol  werke  by  my 
couieil  ye  (hnln  not  aflaye  "Fortune  by  oo  way,  ne 
yc  ne  (huln  not  lene  or  bowe  unto  hire,  after  the 
wordes  of  Senek ;  for  thinges  that  ben  folily  don, 
and  the  that  ben  don  in  hope  of  Fortune,  (huln 
never  come  to  good  ende.  And  as  the  fame  Senek 
iayth.  The  more  dere  and  the  more  fliining  that 
Fortuae  is,  the  more  brotel  and  the  foner  broke  (he 
is.  Truilcth  not  in  hire,  for  ihe  n'is  not  ftedefaft 
DC  ftabk,  for  whan  thou  troweft  to  be  moft  fiker 
and  ieore  of  hire  helpe,  fhe  wol*  faille  and  deceive 
tfeee.  And  wheras  ye  fiiyn  that  Fortune  hath 
noonihed  you  fro  youre  childhode,  I  fay  that  in  fo 
nmchel  ye  fiinln  the  lefle  trufte  in  hire  and  in  hire 
wit ;  for  Senek  faith.  What  man  that  it  noriihed 
bf  Fortune  ihe  maketh  him  a  gret  fooL  Now 
than  fin  ye  deiire  and  axe  veogeaunce,  and  the 
Tcngcaunce  that  is  don  after  the  lawe  and  before 
the  juge  ne  liketh  you  not,  and  the  vengeaunce 
that  is  don  in  hope  of  Fortune  is  perilous  and  un- 
certain, than  have  ye  non  other  remedie  but  for 
to  haTC  your  rccours  unto  the  foveraine  juge  that 
vengeth  aUe  vilaniei  and  wronges,  and  he  flial 
Tcnge  you  ;  after  that  himfeif  wienefleth  wheras 
he  faith,  Leveth  the  vengeaunce  to  me,  and  I  flial 
doit. 

McHbetis  anfwered.  If  I  ne  venge  me  of  the 
vihuiie  that  men  han  don  to  me,  1  fompne  or  wame 
hon  that  has  don  to  me  vilanie,  and  alle  other,  to 
do  me  another  vilanie  ;  for  it  is  written.  If  thou 
take  no  vengeaunce  of  an  olde  vilany,  thou  (bmp- 
ndk  thin  adversaries  to  do  thee  a  newe  vilanie  : 
and  alfo  for  my  fuffraunce  men  wolden  do  me 
£o  moche  vilanie,  that  I  might  neither  here  it  ne 
fofieine,  and  lb  ihulde  ben  put  and  holden  over 
lowe;  for  (bm  men  Iain,  In  muchel  fuffring  Ihal 
many  thinges  falle  unto  thee  which  thou  (halt  not 
mowe  fnfire. 

Certes,  qaod  Prudence,  I  graunte  you  wel  that 
overmuchelfuffidunce  is  not  good,  but  yet  ne  fol- 
weth  it  not  therof  that  every  perfone  to  whom 
men  don  vilanie  Jhuld  take  of  it  vengeaunce,  for 
that  apperteineth  and  longeth  all  only  to  the  ju- 
gesfor  they  fliol  venge  the  vilanies  and  injuries ; 
and  thcrfore  tho  two  au&oritees  that  ye  han  fayd 
above  ben  only  underftonden  in  the  juges,  for 
whan  they  fuffiren  overmuchel  the  wronges  and, 
vilanies  to  be  don  withouten  puniihing,  they 
Ibmpne  not  a  man  all  only  for  to  do  newe  wronges, 
but  they  commaundenit ;  al  fo  as  a  wife  man  fayth, 
ihal  the  juge  that  corredeth  not  the  iinner  com- 
mauofkth  and  biddeth  him  do  finne  :  and  the 
joges  and  foveraines  mighten  in  hir  lend  fo  muche 
faflre  of  the  Jhrewes  and  mifdoers,  that  they  (huld 
en  by  fwiche  fufiraunce  by  proces  of  time  wexcn  of 
fvriche  power  and  might,  that  they  (hnlde  putte 
out  the  jugcs  and  the  foveraines  £rom  hir  places, 
and  atte  Uile  maken  him  lefe  hir  lordlhippcs. 

But  now  let  us  putte  that  yc  have  leve  to  venge 
you :  I  (ay  ye  be  not  of  might  and  power  as  now 


to  venge  yon ;  for  if  ye  Wol  maken  ccmparifon  ud* 
to  the  might  of  youre  adverfaries,  ye  Ihuln  finde 
in  many  uiinges  that  I  have  ibewed  you  er  this 
that  hir  condition  is  better  than  youres,  and  ther- 
fore  fay  I  that  it  it  good  as  now  that  ye  (uSre  and 
be  patient. 

Forthermore,  ye  knowen  wel  that  after  the 
commune  faw  it  is  a  woodnefle  a  man  to  flrive 
with  a  ilronger  or  a  more  mighty  man  than  he  is 
himfeif;  and  for  to  ftrive  with  a  man  of  even 
ftrengthc,  that  is  to  fay,  with  as  flrong  a  man  at 
he  is,  it  is  peril ;  and  for  to  ftrive  with  a  weker 
man  it  is  folic ;  and  therfore  ihulde  a  man  flee 
ftriving  as  muchel  4s  he  mightd ;  for  Salomon 
foyth.  It  is  a  gret  worihip  to  a  man  to  kepe  him 
fro  noife  and  ftrif.  And  if  it  fo  happe  that  a  mai| 
of  greter  mighte  and  ftrengthe  than  thou  art  do 
thee  grevaunce,  iludle  and  bciie  thee  rather  t* 
ftiUe  the  fame  grevaunce  than  for  to  venge  thee ; 
for  Senek  fayth.  That  he  putteth  him  in  a  grete  pe- 
ril that  ftriveth  with  a  greter  man  than  he  is  him- 
feif; and  Caton  fayth.  If  a  man  of  higher  edat  or 
degree,  or  more  mighty  than  thou,  do  thee  anoye 
orgrevance,  fufire  him; for  he  that  ones  hath  gre- 
vcd  thee  may  another  time  releve  thee  and  helpe 
thee.  Yet  fette  I  cas  ye  have  bothe  might  and  li- 
cence for  to  venge  you;  I  fay  that  ther  ben  ful  many 
thinges  that  ihuln  reftreine  you  of  vengeaunce 
taking,  and  make  you  for  to  endine  to  fuffre  and 
for  to  han  patience  in  the  wronges  that  han  ben 
don  to  you.  Firft  and  forward,  if  ye  wol  confi- 
drc  the  defautes  that  ben  in  youre  owen  perfone, 
for  w^ich  defautes  God  hath  fufired  you  have  this 
tribulation,  as  I  have  fayd  to  you  hercbeforne ;  for 
the  poete  fayth,  that  We  oughten  patiently  taken 
the  tribulations  that  comen  to  us,  whan  that  we 
thinken  and  coniideren  that  we  han  deferved  to 
han  hem  ;  and  Seint  Gregorie  fayth,  that  whan  a 
man  confidercth  wel  the  nombre  of  his  defautes 
and  of  his  finnes,  the  peines  and  the  tribulations 
that  he  fuifereth  femen  the  lefTe  unto  him ;  and 
in  as  muche  at  him  thinketh  his  finnes  more  hevy 
and  grcvous,  in  fo  muche  femcth  his  peine  the 
lighter  and  the  eiier  unto  him.  Alfo  ye  owen  to 
encline  and  bowe  youre  herte  to  take  the  patience* 
of  oure  Lord  Jcfu  Crift,  as  fayth  Seint  Peter  in  his 
Epiftlcs.  Jefu  Crift  (he  fayth)  hath  fuflred  for  us, 
and  yeven  enfample  to  every  man  to  folwc  and 
fue  him,  for  he  did  never  ilnne,  ne  never  came 
ther  a  vllains  word  out  of  his  mouth.  Whan  men 
curfed  him  he  curfed  hem  nought,  and  whan  men 
betcn  him  he  manaced  hem  nought.  Alfo  the  gret 
patience  which  fcintes  that  ben  in  Paradis  han  had 
in  tribulations  that  they  han  fuftred  withouten  hir 
defert  or  gilt^  oughte  muchel  ftirre  you  to  pa- 
tience. Forthermore,  ye  ihulde  enforce  you  to 
have  patience,  confidering  that  the  tribulations  of 
this  world  but  litel  while  endure,  and  fone  paiTed 
ben  and  gon,  and  the  joye  that  a  man  feketh  to 
han  by  patience  in  tribulations  is  perdurable ;  af- 
ter that  the  apoftle  fayth  in  his  epiftle,  The  joye 
of  God,  he  fayth,  is  perdurable,  that  is  to  fayn« 
cverlafting.  Alfo  troweth  and  belevcth  ftedfaftly 
that  he  n'is  not  wel  ynorifhed  ne  wel  ytaught 
that  cannot  have  patience,  or  wol  not  receive  p^- 
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tienee ;  for  Sslomto  fiydi,-  t&at  Ae  do^raie  tad 
wit  of  s  nan  is  kflcrwen  by  pitieriee  ;  and  kl  ao* 
ether  pbee  lie  hfih,  thtt  he  thct  it  patieat  go^ 
i^rtieth  him  hffrtt  prndttiie :  wad  the  fame  W* 
lomoa  faythf  The  tngrie  and  wratfafid  ihantiHdK«> 
eth  noifes,  and  the  patient  man  attempteth  and 
ftlHeth  hein  :  he  faith  alTo,  ft  k  more  worth  td  be 
vatient  than  td  be  right  ftrong;  and  he  tha*  n^y 
nav^  the  lordfliipe  of  hit  owes  bene  ii  more  to 
preife  than  he  that  by  his  foree  or  ftrengthe  tak- 
cth  gret  citees :  and  therfore  fayth  Seint  James  In 
bis  epiftie,  that  pstlente  is  a  gret  Tertue  <fl  perfect 
tlon. 

Certes,  qtiod  MeUbee^  I  gnlnnte  you^  Dame 
Prndenee,  that  patience  is  a  gret  ^vertue  of  perfeo- 
tion,  bnt  t^ttj  man  may  not  hare  the  pexfediofa 
that  ye  felcett ;  be  1  am  dot  of  tht  nombre  of  the 
tight  |>arfit  men)  for  ndn  herte  may  nerer  be  in 
|iees  unto  the  time  it  be  tenged.  And  al  be  it  fo 
that  it  was  gret  peril  to  min  ehemies  to  do  hie  a 
tiUifaie  in  taking  Tengeaunee  npon  me,  ret  token 
they  non  hede  of  the  pfcril,  bnt  fnlfilleden  hhr 
tfkked  will  and  hir  ct>rage }  ftnd  therfore  me 
thinketh  mc^n  edght^n  not  reprere  me  though  I 
}>ut  me  in  a  litel  ptri\  for  to  Tenge  me,  and  though 
I  do  a  gret  excelTe,  that  is  to  fiiyn,  that  I  venge  ob 
»titt4ge  by  another. 

A !  quod  Dame  Prudence^  ye  fayn  your  will  and 
itt  ytitt  liketh ;  but  in  no  tas  of  the  world  a  mah 
fhdlde  not  don  outrage  ne  ezceffe  for  to  vengen 
ium ;  for  Caifibdbre  fayth,  thit  as  evil  doth  he 
that  Vengeth  him  by  outrage  ai  he  that  doth  the 
outrage ;  and  therfore  ye  Ihttltt  venge  you  alter 
the  ordre  of  right  j  that  is  to  iayn,  by  Sie  lawe,  and 
iiot  by  excefle  ne  by  outrage.  And  alfo  if  ye  wdl 
venge  you  of  the  outrage  of  yourc  adrerfaries  in 
(Other  manere  than  right  cOnmiaundeth  ye  finnen ; 
snd  therfore  fayth  Senek,  that  a  inan  (hai  never 
▼engc  fiurewednefTe  by  (hrewednefle.  And  if  yt 
fay  that  right  axeth  a  man  to  defende  violence 
by  violence,  and  fighting. by  fighting,  certes  ye  fay 
foth,  whsui  the  defence  is  don  withouten  inter- 
iralle,  or  withouten  tarying  or  delay,  for  to  de- 
fende him^  ind  not  for  to  venge :  and  it  behoveth 
that  a  man  putte  fwiche  attcmperaunce  in  his  de- 
fence that  men  have  no  caufe  ne  mater  to  reprevt 
him  that  defendeUi  him  of  outrage  and  excefle, 
for  dies  were  it  againe  refon.  Parde  ye  knowcn 
wel  that  ye  maken  no  defonce  as  now  for  to  de- 
fonde  you,  but  for  to  venge  you,  and  fo  iheW^h 
it  that  ye  ban  no  Wffl  to  do  your  dede  attempre- 
ly  ;  and  therfore  mie  thinketh  that  patience  is 
good;  for  Salomon  fayth,  that  he  that  is  not  pa- 
tient ihal  have  gret  harme. 

Certes,  quod  Mdibee,  1  grannte  you  that  whan 
a  man  is  impatient  and  WTothe  of  that  that  touch- 
eth  Mm  not,  and  that  appertetneth  not  unto  him, 
though  it  harmc  him,  it  is  no  wonder;  for  the  la  we 
faith  that  he  is  coupable  that  cntrcmctcth  or  mcd- 
Icth  with  fwiche  diing  as  apperteineth  not  unto 
him ;  and  Salomon  faith,  that  he  that  cntrcmet- 
ctli  of  the  noifc  or  ftrif  of  another  man  is  like  to 
him  that  taketh  a  ftraungc  hound  by  the  crc!.^  for 
right  as  he  that  taketh  a  ftrauuge  hcmid  by  the 
itrcs  18  other  while  bitcn  withtlic  hound,  right  in 


the  £uRe  wtfo  it  is  refon  tSMt  htf  have  hariiif 
that  by  hit  impatience  me<Ueth  him  of  the  uoiSt 
of  aadther  mati  wheras  it  appertei&eih  Bot  nnM 
him.  But  f€  kiiowe  wd  tkat  this  dedc,  that  it 
to  foyn,  my  g^eef  and  my  difefe,  toucheth  mc 
right  n^  i  ahd  therfbrc  thM^  I  be  wroih  and 
impadtnt  it  is  no  mervails :  and  (ikving  your 
gTaee)  I  canoot  Cee  that  it  might  gretly  karae  wot 
thdugh  I  took  vengeaun4e,  for  I  un  richer  and 
dudt  Blighty  than  mi»  enemies  ben ;  and  wtl 
kno#e  ye  that  by  money  and  by  having  grete 
pofleffions  ben  aUe  thinges  of  this  world  govcrx^ 
ed  f  and  SaloinoAiayth  that  aik  ihinges  obeyc  fea 
nootiey. 

Whan  Prudence  had  herd  hire  hnfbond  avtunte 
him  Of  his  rtehefl^  and  of  hit  Inoniy,  difprcifiog 
the  power  of  his  adverikries,  ihe  fywkt  and  iayd  ia 
this  wile  :  Certet«  dere  Sire !  I  graunte  yon  that 
ye  ben  riche  and  mighty,  and  that  rich^es  ben 
good  to  hem  that  ban  wd  ygeten  heiH,  and  that 
wd  codne  ufen  hem ;  for  right  as  {he  body  of  a 
Bmbmay  not  liven  withouten  foul«  no  more  may  k 
liven  withouten  tempord  goodes,  abd  by  ridieflcs 
may  a  man  getd  him  grete  frcbdes ;  and«dierf«e 
fayth  Pamphilus^  If  a  ttetherdea  donghtci  (be 
fayth)  be  riche^  flie  may  diefe  of  a  thouiaiid  men 
which  (be  wol  take  to  hire  hufbond;  for  of  a 
tbbuftnd  men  on  wol  not  forfiiken  hire  ne  reMea 
hire.  And  this  PahiphUbs  fiuth  aUb,  if  thou  be 
right  happy^  diat  is  to  foyn,  if  thou  be  right 
riche,  thou  flialt  finde  a  gret  nombre  of  fdaw«s 
and  frendes;  and  if  thy  fortune  chaaikge«  that 
thou  weze  poure,  forewel  foeadfliqK  and  fdaw 
Ihipe,  for  thou  (hdt  be  al  aibne  withontcn  any 
compaigne,  but  if  it  be  the  coinpaignte  of  po«ue 
folk.  And  yet  foyth  this  PaB4diuitt  moreover, 
that  they  that  boi  bond  and  thralk  of  linage 
Ihuln  be  made  worthy  and  noble  by  riobefict. 
And  right  fo  at  by  ridiefibt  ther  cornea  many 
goodet,  nght  fo  by  poverte  coise  ther  aoany 
harmes  and  evilea,  for  gret  poverte  conftreiiiedi 
a  man  to  do  many  evifes  :  and  therfore  defcth 
Cafliodorc  poverte  the  moder  of  mine,  that  it  «• 
(ayn,  the  nmder  of  overthrowing  or  foiling  doiun  ; 
and  therfore  fayth  Piers  AUbnf«,  On  of  the  grct- 
cft  adverfitees  of  this  world  is  whan  a  ,foee  man 
by  kinde,  or  of  birthe^  it  cooftrained  hjr  poverte 
t»  eten  the  almefle  of  his  cnemie.  And  the  fome 
iayth  Innocent  in  on  of  hit  booket :  he  fayth* 
that  forweful  and  mifliappy  is  the  condition  of  a 
poure  begger,  for  if  he  axe  not  his  mete  he  dieth 
for  hungerv  and  if  he  axe  he  dieth  for  ihan»e; 
and  algates  neceffitee  conftnemeth  him  to  axe; 
and  therfore  fayth  Saldaaan,  that  better  it  b 
to  die  than  for  to  have  faricbc  poverte;  and, 
tt  the  fame  Salomon  (ayth.  Better  it  it  to  die  of 
bitter  dcth  than  for  to  Uven  in  fwidie  wifo.  By 
thife  refons  that  I  have  faid  mco  you,  and  by 
many  other  refons  that  I  coade  foye,  I  grannte 
you  that  richefies  ben  good  to  hem  tkat  wdgeten 
hem,  %Ttd  to  hem  that  wd  ufea  tho  rieheftes;  and 
therfore  wo)  1  ihewe  yon  how  ye  dMn  bdttve 
you  in  gaderiog  of  your  richefiesi  aj^i  in  what- 
mancre  ye  ihuin  i;fen  h^n. 
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Firft,  ye  QiuId  geten  hem  #itlioilten  rret  4e- 
ir,  hj  good  kifer,  fbkioglyy  and  not  over  naftifly, 
kr  a  man  that  it  to  defirinor  to  get  richeire»  aban^ 
fonttli  him  firilc  to  thcnc  and  to  alle  othei- 
enles;  and  therfore  fayth  $a|ofaion,  He  that  hiiit- 
eth  him  to  befily  to  wexe  riche  fie  flial  be  non  in- 
ooceot :  he  faytJh  alfo,  that  the  rlchefle  that  ha^ 
Hly  Cometh  to  a  man  fone  and  lightly  goeth  and 
paffrth  from  a  man,  bm  that  Hchefle  that  cometh 
Kul  and  Utd  wexeth  alway  and  multiplieth.  And, 
SiK,  ye  ihulen  gete  richcffcs  by  yonre  wit  and  by 
yowc  traTiille,  unto  yonre  profite,  and  that  with- 
OQtco  wrong  or  haime  doing  to  ahv  other  per- 
iocc;  for  the  Uwe  fayth,  Hier  maketh  no  man 
Kmdclf  richc  tf  he  do  harme  to  another  wight; 
this  ii  to  iay,  that  Nature  dcfendetH  and  forbedeth 
by  right  diat  no  man  make  hifaifcli"  richc  unto 
Aehannc  of  another  pcrfone.  And  ToUiut  fayth, 
that  DO  Ibrwe,  nc  no  drcde  of  deth,  fie  hothing 
^  ouy  bile  unto  a  man,  is  fo  muchel  agcini 
C3ture  at  a  man  to  eficrefe  his  oweh  profite  to 
ianne  of  another  man.  And  though  the  grete 
wn  and  the  mighty  men  geten  richeffet  more 
tiglttlj  thah  thou,  yet  fhalt  thon  not  ben  idel  ne 
Ccwt  to  do  thy  profite,  for  thou  flialt  in  alle  wife 
fee  idleneffc ;  for  Salomon  fayth,  that  idlencflc 
trdicth  a  man  to  do  many  erilet :  and  the  fame 
Safomon  fayth,  that  he  that  travMlleth  And  befi- 
<th  him  to  tillen  hit  lond  flial  ete  bred,  but  he 
t^  b  idel,  and  cafteth  him  to  no  bcdneffe  ne 
«ccnpttion,  fhal  falle  into  poverte,  and  die  for 
i«gcr.  And  he  that  it  idel  .»nd  flow  can  never 
find  covenablc  time  for  to  do  his  profite ;  for  thcr 
ii  «  verfifiour  (ayth,  that  the  idel  man  excufcth 
iia  in  winter  becaofe  of  the  grete  cold,  and  in 
fcrcmer  they  by  enchefon  of  the  hcte.  For  thife 
oufct,  hjxh  Caton,  Waketh,  and  cnclineth  you 
oot  ofer  muchel  to  ^epe,  for  over  muchel  rede 
eerliheth  and  caufeth  many  vices ;  and  therfore 
fcyth  Scint  Jerome,  Doeth  fom  good  dedes,  that 
the  dcril  whidi  it  cure  enemie  ne  findc  you  not 
toocnipied,  for  the  devil  he  taketh  not  lightly 
Qsto  hu  werking  fvriche  as  he  findeth  occupied 
a  joodc  werket. 

Than  that  in  geting  richeflet  ye  mufteil  flee 
i'iJaaefle;  and  afterward  ye  fliuln  ufcn  the  richeflet 
•liich  yc  ban  geteD  by  yonre  wit  and  by  youre 
^'''aiile  in  fwiche  manere  than  men  hotde  yon 
not  to  fcarce  ne  to  fparing,  nc  fool-large,  that  it 
to  %,  over  large  a  fpender ;  for  right  at  men 
bbmen  m  tvaricions  man  becattfe  of  his  fcarcitee 
and  chincherie,iti  the  feme  wife  is  he  to  blame  that 
%ndeth  over  largely ;  and  therfore  faith  Caton, 
We  (6yth  he)  the  richeflcsthat  thou  haft  ygeten 

*  fwiche  manere  that  men  have  no  matcrc  ne 
Oiitt  to  calle  thee  noth?r  wretche  ne  chince,  for 

*  8  i  grct  flume  to  a  man  to  have  a  pourc  herte 
ttd  a  richc  purfc  :  he  ftyth  alfo.  The  goodet  that 
^  haft  ygeten  ufc  hem  by  mefurc,  that  it  to 
^,  fpendc  mefurably,  for  they  that  folily  wa- 
««  and  difpendcn  the  goodcs  that  they  han  whan 
aey  han  no  more  :proprc  of  hir  owcn  that  they 
^r<n  hem  to  take  the  goodcs^of  another  man. 
\hj  than  that  yc  (huln  flee  avarice,  uling  youre 
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Hchefles  hi  fwiche  manere  that  men  fayn  hot  that 
yonre  richeifet  ben  yberied,  but  that  ye  have  hem 
in  youre  might  and  In  youre  welding ;  for  a  wile 
man  repreveth  the  avaricious  man,  and  fayth 
thut  in  two  vers,  Wherto  and  why  berieth  a  man 
bis  goodes  by  hit  gret  avarice,  and  knoweth  wet 
that  nedes  mnft  he  die,  for  deth  is  the  end  of 
^ery  man  alt  in  thit  prefent  lif  ^  and  tot  what 
^anfe  or  enchefon  joineth  he  him,  or  knitteth  he 
hhn  fo  faft  unto  hit  goodet,  that  alle  his  wittes 
mown  not  diflevcren  him  or  departen  him  from 
his  goodes,  and  knoweth  wel,  or  oughte  to  know, 
that  whim  he  it  ded  he  dial  nothing  here  with 
him  out  of  thit  world  f  and  therfore,  &yth  Seih^ 
Auguflien,  that  the  avaricious  man  Is  likened  unto 
helle,  that  the  more  it  fwalweth  the  more  defir  ii 
hath  to  fwalwe  and  devoure.  And  as  wel  at  ye 
wolde  efchue  to  be  called  an  avariciout  man  or 
chinche,  at  wel  fliulde  ye  kepe  you  and  governe 
you  ill  fwiche  a  wife  that  men  calle  you  not  foot> 
large ;  therfore  faith  Tulliut,  The  goodes  of  thin 
hous  ne  fliulde  not  ben  hid  ne  kept  fo  clofe  but 
that  they  might  ben  opened  by  pitee  and  debo-* 
tiairetee^  that  is  to  fayn,  to  yeve  hem  part  tha£ 
haii  gret  nede ;  ne  thy  goodet  fliulden  not  ben  t6 
open  to  be  every  mannes  goodes.  Afterward,  in 
eetting  of  yoilre  richeflcs,  an^  in  ufingof  hem,  ye 
fliuln  alway  have  three  thinges  in  youre  herte. 
that  is  tofay,oureLord  God,  confdence,  and  good 
name.  Firft,  ye  fliuln  have  God  in  youre  herte^ 
and  for  no  richefle  ye  fliuln  do  nothing  which 
may  in  any  manere  difplefe  God  that  is  youre  crea^ 
tour  and  maker ;  for,  after  the  word  of  Salomon, 
it  is  better  to  have  a  litel  good,  with  love  of  God, 
than  to  have  muchel  good  and  lefe  Uie  love  of  hi9 
Lord  God  :  and  the  prophete  fayth,  that  better 
it  is  to  ben  a  good  man  and  have  litel  good  ana 
trefor  than  to  be  holdcn  a  flirewe  and  have  grete 
richeflet.  And  yet  I  fay  forthermore,  that  ye 
fliulden  alway  do  youre  befinefl*e  to  gete  you  rich* 
efl*es,  fo  that  ye  gete  hem  with  good  confdence. 
And  the  apofllc  fayth,  that  there  n*it  thing  in  thit 
world  of  which  we  fliulden  have  fo  gret  joye  as 
whan  oure  confcience  bereth  us  good  witnefle ; 
and  the  wife  man  fayth.  The  fubflaunce  of  a  man 
is  fill  good  whan  finne  is  not  in  mannes  confcience. 
Afterward,  in  geting  of  youre  richeflcs  and  in 
uflng  of  hem,  ye  mufl  have  gret  befineffe  and  gret 
diligence  that  youre  good  name  be  alway  kept  and 
conferved ;  for  Salomon  fayth,  that  beter  it  it 
and  more  it  avalleth  a  man  to  have  a  good  name 
than  fdr  to  haVe  grete  richeflet ;  and  uierfore  he 
(ayth  in  another  place,  Do  gret  diligence  (faith 
Sdomon)  in  kepmg  of  thy  frendet  and  of  thy 
good  name,  for  it  flial  knger  abide  with  thee, 
than  any  trefor,  be  it  never  fb  pi'eclous ;  and  ccr- 
tcs  he  fliulde  not  be  called  a  Gentilman  that  after 
God  and  good  confcience  alle  thinges  left  ne  doth 
his  diligence  and  befineffe  tokepen  his  good  name; 
and  Cafllodorc  Aiyth,  that  it  is  a  figne  of  a  gentil 
herte  whan  a  man  loveth  and  defireth  to  have  a 
good  name ;  and  therefore  fayth  Seint  Augufline, 
that  thcr  btn  two  thinges  that  arn  right  neceflarie 
and  Qcdcful,  and  that  is  good  conTdcucc  and  good 
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los;  that  is  it  to  fayHy  g^ood  confcience  to  thin 
owcn  perfonc  inward,  and  good  los  for  thy  neighc- 
bour  outward.  And  he  that  trofleth  him  fo 
muchel  in  his  good  confcience  that  he  defpifeth 
and  fettcth  at  nought  his  good  name  or  los,  and 
recketh  not  though  he  kepe  not  his  good  namc^ 
ji^is  hut  a  erucl  cherl. 

Sire,  now  have  I  (hewed  you  how  ye  (hulden 
do  in  geting  richefTes,  and  how  ye  ihulen  ufen 
hem ;  and  I  fee  wel  thai  for  the  truft  that  ye  han 
in  yourc  richeffes,  ye  wiln  mevewcrrc  andbataillc 
1  confeille  you  that  ye  beginne  no  bataillc  ne 
wcrre  in  trull  of  youre  richcflcs,  for  they  nc  fuf- 
ficen  not  werres  to  mainteine ;  and  therfore  fayth 
a  phiJofophrc,  That  man  that  defireth  and  wol 
algates  han  werre  ihal  never  have  fufEfaunce,  for 
the  richer  that  he  is  the  grcter  difpences  mull  he 
make,  if  he  will  have  worihip  and  vi&orie ;  and 
Salomon  faith,  th;it  the  grcter  richelTes  that  a  man 
hath  the  mp  difpcndours  he  hath.  And,  dere 
Sire  !  al  be  it  fo  that  for  yourc  richeffes  ye  moun 
have  muchel  folk,  yet  behoveth  it  not  ne  it  is  not 
good  to  begin  nc  wcrre,  wheras  you  moun  in 
other  mancrc  have  oees  unto  yourc  worihip  and 
piofite  :  for  the  vi(Storie  of  bataillcs^  that  ben  in 
this  world  lith  not  in  gret  nombrc  or  multitude 
of  peple,  ne  in  the  vcrtue  of  man,  but  it  lith  in 
the  will  and  in  the  bond  of  oure  Lord  God  Al- 
hiighty ;  and  therefore  Judas  Machabeus,  which 
was  Goddcs  knight,  whan  he  Ihulde  fighte  again 
Siis  adverfarie  that  hadde  a  greter  nombre  and  a 
grcter  multitude  of  folk,  and  ftrcngcr  than  was 
the  peple  of  this  Machabce,  yet  he  recomfortcd 
his  htcl  compaignie,  and  fayde  right  in  this  wife  ; 
Al  fo  lightly  (faydc  he)  may  our  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty ycvc  vidoric  to  a  fewe  folk  as  to  many 
folk,  for  the  vidorie  of  a  bataillc  cometh  not  by 
the  gret  nombrc  of  pcplc,  but  it  cometh  from 
oure  Lord  God  of  hcvcn.  And,  dere  Sire!  for 
as  muchel  as  thcr  is  fno  man  ccrtainc  if  it  be 
worthy  that  God  ycvc  him  vi<5loric  or  not,  after 
that  Salomon  fayth,  Therfore  every  man  ihulde 
grctly  drcde  werres  to  beginne ;  and  becaufe  that 
in  batailles  fallen  many  perils,  and  it  happcth 
other  while  that  as  fone  is  the  gret  man  ilain  as 
the  litel  man  ;  and,  as  it  is  ywrittcn  in  the  fccond 
book  of  Kinges,  The  dcdes  of  batailles  ben  aven- 
lurous,  and  nothing  certain,  for  as  lightly  is  on 
hurt  with  a  fpere  as  another ;  and  for  thcr  is  gret 
peril  in  wcrre,  therfore'  ihulde  a  man  flee  and 
cfchue  werre  in  as  muchel  as  a  man  may  goodly; 
for  Salomon  feyth,  He  that  loveth  peril  ihal  falle 
hi  peril. 

After  that  Dame  Prudence  had  fpokcn  in  this 
mancrc,  Melibec  anfwerd  and  faide  :  I  fee  wel, 
Dame  Prudence,  that  by  youre  fairc  wordes  and 
by  youre  rcfons  that  ye  ban  ihewcd  me  that  the 
werre  hkcth  you  nothing ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
herd  your  confeil  how  I  ihal  do  in  this  nede. 

Certcs,  quod  ihe,  I  confeille  you  that  ye  ac- 
cordc  with  yourc  adverlaries,  and  that  ye  have 
pees  with  hem;  for  Scint  James  fayth  in  hiscpillle 
that  by  Concorde  and  pecs  the  fmale  richeifes 
wexcn  grete,  and  by  debat  and  difcorde  grete 
hcheiTcs  fallen  doun ;  and  ye  knowen  wel  that  on 


of  the  greteH  and  mofle  foveraine  thing  that  it  io 
this  world  is  unitee  and  pees ;  and  therfore  layde 
oure  Lord  Jefu  Criil  to  his  apodiei  in  this  wife, 
Wel  happy  and  bleffed  ben  they  that  loven  and 
purchafen  pees,  for  they  ben  called  the  children 
of  Godl  A !  quod  Mclibee,  now  fee  I  wel  that 
ye  loven  not  min  honour  ne  my  worihipc  Yc 
knowen  wel  that  min  adverlaries  han  begonne 
this  debat  and  brige  by  hir  outrage,  and  yc  fee 
wel  that  they  ne  requeren  ne  prayen  mc  cot  of 
pees,  ne  they  axen  not  to  be  reconciled ;  wol  ye 
than  that  1  go  and  meke  me  and  obeye  mc  to  hem, 
and  eric  hem  mercie  ?  forfoth  that  were  not  my 
worihipe;  for  right  as  men  fayn  that  overgret 
homlineffe  engendreth  difpreifmg,  fo  fareth  it  bj 
to  gret  humilitee  or  mekencffe. 

Than  began  Dame  Prudence  to  make  fem- 
blaum  of  wrathe,  and  iayde,  Certcs,  Sire,  (fauf  your 
grace)  I  love  yourc  honour  and  youre  profite  as 
I  do  mine  owen,  and  ever  have  don,  yc  ne  non 
other  feyn  never  the  contrary ;  and  if  I  had  layde 
that  ve  ihuld  han  purchafed  the  pees  and  the  re- 
conciliation, I  ne  hadde  not  muchel  miHake  me  ne 
faydc  amis ;  for  the  wife  man  fayth,  The  diflen- 
tion  beginneth  by  another  man,  and  the  reconcil- 
ing beginneth  by  thyfdf :  and  the  prophcte  faith, 
Flee  ibrcwedncltc  and  do  goodncffe  :  fckc  pee* 
and  folwc  it,  in  as  muchel  as  in  thee  is.  Yet  fay 
I  not  that  ye  ihuln  rather  purfue  to  youre  advcr- 
farics  for  pecs  than  they  ihuln  to  you,  for  I  know 
wel  that  ye  bea  fo  hard-herted  that  ye  wol  do 
nothing  forme;  and  Salomon  fayth,  He  that  hath 
over  hard  an  hcrtc  atte  laftc  he  ihal  niilhappc  and 
mi  Hide. 

Whan  Mclibee  had  herd  Dame  Prudence  make 
fcmblaunt  of  wrath  he  faydc  in  this  wife :  Dame, 
I  pray  you  that  ye  be  not  difplefed  of  things  that 
1  fay,  for  I  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angry  and  wroth, 
and  tha^  is  no  wonder,  and  they  that  ben  wroth 
wotcn  not  wel  what  they  don  nc  what  they  fayoj 
therfore  the  prophcte  fayth,  that  troubled  eycnhan 
no  dere  fighte.  3ut  fayth  and  cocfeilicth  me  aa 
you  likcth,  for  I  am  rcdy  to  do  right  as  yc  wol 
dcfire  ;  and  if  yc  reprevc  me  of  my  foiie 
I  am  the  more  holdcn  to  love  you  and  to 
preifc  you ;  for  Salomon  faith,  that  he  that  re- 
preveth  him  that  doth  folic  he  ihal  find  grcter 
grace  than  he  that  dcceiveth  him  by  fwetc 
wordes. 

Than  faydc  Dame  Prudence,  1  nwke  no  fem- 
blaunt  of  wrath  ne  of  anger  but  for  yourc  grete 
profite ;  for  Salomon  faith.  He  is  more  wroth 
that  reprevcth  or  chideth  a  fool  for  his  folic,  ftcw- 
ing  him  fcmblaunt  of  wrath,  than  Jie  that  fupport- 
cth  him  and  preifeth  him  in  his  mifdoing,  and 
laugheth  at  his  folic ;  and  this  fame  Salomon  faith 
afterward,  that  by  the  forwcful  vifage  of  a  man, 
that  is  to  fayn,  by  the  fory  and  hevy  countenance 
of  a  man,  the  fool  corredleth  and  amendcth  him- 
fclf. 

Than  faid  Mclibee,  I  ihal  not  conne  anf^crc 
unto  fo  many  faire  refons  as  ye  putten  to  mc  and 
ihewen:  fayth  ihortly  yourc  will  and  yoorc 
confeil,  and  I  am  aj  rcdy  to  pcrformc  and  H'^ 
fiUc  it. 
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Titan  Dame  Prudence  difcovcrcd  all  hire  will 
imto  him,  and  faide,  I  confeille  you,  quod  ihe, 
abore  allc  thingcs  that  ye  make  pees  bctwcne  God 
tnd  joo,  and  be  reconciled  unto  him  and  to  his 
^n^ce,  for  as  1  have  faydc  you  hercbeforen,  God 
hath  fafifcred  yon  to  have  this  tribulation  and 
difcfc  for  yoin-c  ilnnes :  and  if  ye  do  a$  I  iay  you, 
God  wol  fende  youre  adverfaries  unto  you,  and 
make  hem  fallc  at  youre  feet,  redy  to  do  youre 
will  and  youre  commandement* ;  for  Salomon 
&yth.  Whan  the  condition  of  man  is  plcfaunt  and 
liking  unto  God,  he  chaungeth  the  hcrtes  of  the 
ftianncs  adTerfaries,  and  conftreitieth  him  to  be- 
fcchen  him  of  pecs  and  of  grace.  And  1  pray 
you  kt  me  ipeke  with  your  adverfaries  in  prevee 
place,  for  they  (huln  not  knowe  that  it  oe  of 
Ttmre  will  or  youre  affem,  and  than  whan  I  knowe 
kir  win  and  hir  entente  1  may  confeille  you  the 
toore  feurely. 

Dame,  quod  Melibeus,  doth  youre  wtH  and 
yoore  liking,  for  I  putte  me  wholly  in  youre  dif- 
poSttcm  and  ordinance. 

Than  Dame  Prudence,  whan  flie  fey  the  good 
will  of  hire  huibond,  delibered  unto  hire,  and 
tokc  avis  in  hircfelf,  thinking  how  (he  mig:ht  bring 
tlm  nede  unto  goode  ende  ;  and  whan  fhe  fey  hire 
time  ihc  fent  for  thife  adverfaries  to  come  unto 
lire  in  to  a  privce  place,  and  ihcwed  wifely  unto 
\cm  the  grete  goodcs  that  comen  of  pecs,  and  tlie 
jtrete  harmes  and  perils  that  ben  in  wcrre ;  and 
hidz  to  hem  Jh  a  goodly  mancre  how  that  hem 
onghte  have  gret  repentance  of  the  injuries  and 
wro-^c«  that  they  had  den  don  to  Melibeus  hire 
ford,  and  unto  hire  and  to  hire  doughter. 

And  whan  they  herden  the  goodly  wordcs  of 
Ihmc  Prudence  they  weren  fo  furpifed  and  ra- 
^ilhed,  and  hadden  fo  gret  joye  of  hire,  that 
wooder  was  to  telle.  A  Lady !  quod  they,  ye 
Iwvc  Ihcwed  imto  us  the  blefiing  of  fwetcneflc, 
after  the  faying  of  David  th^  prophet;  for 
the  reconciling  whicK  we  be  not  worthy  to  have 
in  DO  mancrc,  but  we  oughtcn  requeren  it  with 
j:rcte  contrition  and  humilitee,  ye  of  your  grete 
goodncffc  have  prefented  unto  us.  Now  fee  we 
welthat  the  fcience  and  conning  of  Salomon  h  ful 
trcwe ;  Tor  he  faith,  that  fwetc  wordcs  multiplien 
and  encrefcn  frendcs,  and  makcn  Ihrcwcs  to  be 
debonaire  and  meke. 

Certct,  quod  they,  we  putten  onrc  dede  and  all 
our  matere  and  caufe  al  holly  in  youre  good  will, 
a«d  ben  redy  to  obeye  unto  the  fpeche  and  com- 
manndemcnt  of  my  Lord  Melibeus;  and  ther- 
fore,  dere  and  benigne  Lady!  wc  prayc  you  and 
bdechc  you,  as  mekely  as  we  conne  and  moun, 
that  it  like  unto  your  grete  goodnelfe  to  fulfille 
in  dede  youre  goodly  wordes ;  for  we  confideren 
and  knowelechen  that  we  han  offended  and  grev- 
ed  my  Lord  Melibeus  out  of  mcfure,  fo  fer  forth 
that  wc  ben  not  of  power  to  maken  him 
amendca,  and  thcrfore  we  oblige  and  binde  us  and 
otirc  frendes  for  to  do  all  his  will  and  his  com- 
maondements ;  but  peraventure  he  hath  fwiche 
bevincfle  and  fwiche  wrath  to  us  ward,  becaufe 
of  oar  offence;  that  he  wol  enjoynen  ui  fwiche 


a  peine  as  we  moun  not  here  ne  foftexnc ;  and  thcr- 
fore, noble  Ladie !  we  bcfeche  youre  womanlytoi 
pittee  to  take  fwiche  a  vifemcnt  in  this  nede  that 
we  ne  oure  fircndcs  ben  not  di&erited  and  de-»- 
ftroied  thurgh  oure  folie. 

Ccrtes,  quod  Prudence,  it  is  an  hard  thing  and 

right  pcrilotis  that  a  man  putte  him  all  outre ly  in 

the  arbitration  ,and  jugcmcnt  and  in  the  might 

and  power  of  his  cncmie ;    for  Salomnn  fayth^ 

Leveth  me  and  yeveth  credence  to  that  thatl 

(hall  fay  •  To  thy  fone,  to  thy  wif,  to  thy  frend, 

ne  to  thy  brother,  ne  yeve  thou  never  might  nd 

maiftrie  over  thy  body  while  thou  Kveft.     Now 

fith  he  dcfcndcth  that  a  man  ihulde  not  yeve  to 

his  brother  ne  to  hU  frend  the  might  of  his  body, 

I  by  a  ftrenger  refon   he  defendeth  and  forbcdetli 

I  a  nran  to  yeve  himfclf  to  his  enemy.     And  nathe- 

I  les  I  confeille  you  that  ye  raiftrufte  not  my  lord, 

for  I  wot  wtl  and  knorw  vcraily  that  he  is  de- 

1  bonairc  and  mekc,  large,  cirrteis  and  nothing  de- 

I  {irons  ne  coveitous  of  good  ne  richcffe,  for  ther 

is  nothing  in  this  world  that  he  dcfireth  fave  only 

j  worfliipe  and  honour.  Forthermore,  I  know  wel 

I  and  am  right  furc  that  he  fhal  nothing  do  in  this 

I  nedic  withouten  my  confcil,  and  I  fhal  fo  werkcn 

in  this  cas  that  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  God  yc 

fhuln  be  reconciled  unto  us. 

Than  laideu  they  with  o  vois,  Worftiipful  Lady ! 
We  putten  us  and  our  goodes  al  fully  in  yonrc 
will  and  difpofition,  and  ben  redy  to  come  whac 
day  that  it  like  unto  youre  noblefTe  to  limite  rs  or 
afBgne  us  for  to  make  oure  oblrgation  and  bond 
as  wrong  as  it  likcth  unto  youre  goodncffc,  that 
wc  moun  fulfille  the  will  of  you  and  of  my  Lprd 
MeUbee. 

Whan  Dame  Prudence  had  herd  the  anfwer  of 
thife  men,  fhc  bad  hem  go  agein  prively,  and^flie 
retoumed  to  hire  Lord  MeUbce,  and  told  him 
how  fhe  found  hi*  adverfaries  ful  repentant 
knowlcching  ful  lowly  hir  firnes  and  trefpai.,  and 
how  they  wcrcn  redy  to  fnffrrn  all  peine,  re- 
qucring  and  preying  him  of  mercy  and  pitcc. 

Than  faidc  Mclibee,  He  is  wel  worthy  to  have 
pardon  and  forycvenefTc  of  hisfmnc  that  excufeth 
not  his  finne,  but  knowlccheth  and  repenteth 
him,  axing  indulgence;  for  Sen ek  faith,  Thcr  is 
the  remiflion  and  furycvcneffe  wlter  ns  the  con- 
feffion  iS)  for  confeflion  is  neighebour  to  innocence: 
and  therefore  I  afientc  and  confcrme  me  to  have 
pecs:  but  it  is  good  that  we  do  nought  without  en 
the  affent  and  will  of  oure  frcndcs. 

Than  was  Prudence  right  glad  and  jorcfu1,and 
faide,  Ccrtes,  Sire,  ye  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
fwered;  for  right  as  by  the  confcil,  aUTent,  and 
helpe,  of  your  frendes  ye  ban  be  ftired  to  vengc 
you  and  make  werre,  right  fo  withouten  hir  con- 
fcil fhul  ye  not  accord  you  ne  have  pecs  with 
youre  adverfaries ;  for  the  lawe  faith,  Thcr  is  no- 
thing fo  good  by  way  of  kinde  as  a  thing  to  be 
unbounde  by  him  that  it  was  ybounde. 

And  than  Dame  Prudence,  withouten  delay  or 
tarying,  fent  anon  hire  melTageres  for  hir  kin  and 
for  hir  olde  frendes  which  that  were  trcwe  and 
wife,  and  told  hem  by  ordrc  in  the  pr-vfeccc  of  MeU« 
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be-all  the  matere 2»  it  is  above  czpreiTed  and  de- 
clared, and  preicd  hem  that  they  wold  yeve  hir 
avis  and  confeil  what  were  hdi  to  do  in  tbif  nede. 
And  whan  Melibeus  frendes  hadden  ta^ien  hir 
aYis  and  deliberation  of  the  forefaid  matere^  and 
ba/d<^o  examined  it  by  gret  befincfle  and  ^et 
^i?ence,  they  yayen  ful  confcil  for  to  have  pec* 
anri  rcftc,  and  that  Melibce  fliulde  receive  with 
good  herte  hit  adverfaries  to  foryeveneiTe  and 

And  wh?n  Dame  Prudence  had  ^erd  the  a0ent 
of  hire  lArd  McUbee,  and  the  confeil  of  his 
ixaidcs  accord  with  hire  will  and  hire  entention, 
^lewai  wonder  glad  in  hire  herte,  and  fayde, 
Thf;r  is  an  old  proyerbe,  quod  ihe,  layth,  that  the 
goodneite  thsu  thou  ^iA  do  this  ^ay  do  it,  and 
f  bide  npt  oe  delay  it  ^ot  till  to  morwe  :  and  there- 
fore I  conffille  that  ye  fende  youre  melTag^es, 
iwiche  V  ben  diici:ct  apd  wife,  imto  youre  ad^rqr- 
faries,  telling  hem  on  youre  behalf,  tLat  if  they 
wol  trete  ofpecs  and  of  accord,  that  t;hcy  (hape 
hem  withouten  delay  or  tarying  to  come  unto  us. 
Which  thing  parfourmed  was  indcde.  And  whan 
thife  trcfpatours  2^ld  repenting  folk  of  hir  folics, 
that  is  Xo  fayn,  the  adverfarics  of  Mclibee,  had- 
den herd  what  th^e  mcfT^geres  faydcn  unto  hem 
they  wcren  right  glade  and  joycful,  and  anfwcrden 
ful  mekely  and  benigncly,  yelding  graces  and 
thankinges  to  hir  Lord  Melibee  and  to  all  his 
compagnie,  9nd  ihopcn  hem  withouten  delay  to 
1^0  with  the  me^Tageres,  and  obeye  to  the  com- 
mandcmcnt  of  hir  I^oxd  lyiclibee. 

And  right  anon  they  token  hir  way  to  the  court 
•f  Melibee,  an  '  token  with  hem  fom  of  hir  uewe 
frendes  to  make  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  ben 
hir  borwes.  And  whan  they  were  comen  to  the 
prefence  of  Melibee  he  faide  hem  thife  wordes. 
U  ftant  thus  quod  Melibee,  and  foth  it  is  that  ye 
caufelcs  and  withouten  (kill  and  refon  han  don 
Crete  injuries  and  wronges  to  me  and  to  my  wif 
Prudence,  and  to  my  doughter  alfo,  for  ye  han 
entered  into  myn  hous  by  violence,  and  have  don 
i^eiche  outrage  that  allc  men  knowen  wel  that  ye 
|)an  deferred  the  deth ;  and  therefore  wol  I  know 
and  wcte  of  you  whether  ye  wol  put  the  punilh- 
}ng  and  chailifing,  and  .the  vengence,  of  this 
outrage  in  the  wiU  of  me  and  of  my  wif,  or  ye 
^ol  not. 

Th^  the  wifcil  of  hem  three  anfweredforhem 
^c,  and  (aide ;  Sire,  quod  he,  we  knowen  wel 
that  we  ben  unworthy  to  come  to  the  court  of 
fp  gret  a  lord  and  fo  worthy  as  ye  ben,  for  we 
han  fo  gretly  milla^en  us,  and  han  offended  and 
agilte  in  fwiche  wife  agein  your  high  lordfhipe, 
^at  trew^ly  we  han  dcfcrved  the  dcth ;  but  yet 
for  the  grete  goodneife  and  dobonairctee  that  all 
the  world  witnelTcth  of  youre  perfone  we  fub- 
mitten  us  to  the  excellence  and  bcnigniteeof  youre 
gracious  lordlhipc,  and  ben  redy  to  obeye  ko  alle  j 
youre  comandements,  bcfeching  you  that  of  youre 


4on  oure  outragious  gUtes  and  ^£pas  into  wid« 
cdneife,  al  he  it  that  curfedly  and  dampnahly  we 
1^  agilte  again  youre  highe  lordihipe. 

Then  Mdibee  toke  hem  up  fro  the  ground  fol 
benignely,  and  received  hir  obligations  and  hir 
Sondes  by  hir  othes  upon  hir  plegges  and  borwei, 
and  aflignied  hem  a  certain  day  to  retoume  onto 
his  court  for  to  receive  and  accept  fentence  and 
mgement  that  Melibee  wolde  commande  to  be 
don  on  hem  by  the  caufes  aforeiaid;  vrhich 
thinges  ordeined  every  nun  retoumed  to  hii 
hous. 

And  whan  that  Dame  Prudence  (axy  hire  time 
(he  fretned,  and  axed  hire  Lord  Melibee  what 
vengan<^  h^  thoughte  to  taken  of  his  advei^ 
iiarics? 

To  Wjhich  Melibee  anfwerd  and  (aide ;  Certet, 
quod  he,  I  think  and  purpofe  me  fuUy  to  difherite 
hem  of  all  that  ever  they  ban,  and  for  to  pntte 
hem  in  exile  for  ever. 

Certes,  qaod  Dame  Prudence,  this  were  a  cruel 
fentence,  and  muchel  agein  refon,  for  ye  ben  riche 
ynough,  and  han  no  nede  of  other  mennes  good ; 
and  ye  might  l^tly  in  this  wife  gete  you  a 
coveitous  name,  which  is  a  vicious  thing,  and 
oughte  to  be  efchewed  of- every  good  man,  for 
after  the  fawc  of  the  apoflle,  coveitife  is  rote  of 
alle  harmes ;  and  therdfore  it  were  better  for  yon 
to  lefe  muchel  good  of  your  owen,  than  for  to  take 
of  hir  good  in  this  manere  :  fojr  better  it  is  to  lefe 
good  with  worihip  than  to  winne  good  with 
vilanie  and  fhame :  and  every  man  ought  to  do  his 
diligence  and  hisbednelfe  to  get  him  a,g^ood,n|me ; 
and  yet  flial  he  not  only  befie  him  in  keeping  his 
good  name,  but  be  ihal  alfo  enforcen  him  alway 
to  do  fom  thing  by  which  he  may  renovelle  bis 
good  name ;  for  it  is  written  that  the  olde  good 
los  or  good  name  of  a  man  is  fone  gon  and  paficd 
whan  it  is  not  newed.  And  as  touching  that  ye 
iayn,  that  ye  wol  exile  yoi^r  adverifaries,  that 
thinketh  me  muchel  agein  refon  and  out  oif  me- 
fure,  confidered  the  power  that  they  han  yevco 
you  upon  hemfelf ;  and  it  is  written,  that  he  is 
worthy  to  lefe  his  privilege  that  mifufeth  the 
might  and  the  power  that  is  yeven  him.  And 
I  £ette  cas  ye  might  emoine  hem  that  peine  by 
right  and  by  lawe,  (which  I  trowe  ye  mowe  not 
do)  I  fay  ye  might  not  putte  it  to  execution  pcr- 
aventure,  and  than  it  were  Uke  to  retoume  to  the 
werre  as  it  was  beforn  :  and  therefore  if  you  wol 
(hat  men  do  you  obeifance  ye  muft  deme  more 
curteifly,  that  is  to  fayn,  ye  mufl  yeve  more  cfie 
fentences  and  jugements;  for  it  is  written,  he 
that  moSt  curteifly  conunandeth  to  him  men  mod 
obeyen.  And  therefore  I  pray  you  that  in  this 
necciEtee  and  in  this  nede  ye  caile  you  to  over- 
come your  herte;  for  Senek  fayth,  that  he  that 
overcometh  his  herte  overcometh  twies;  and 
TuUius  faith,  Ther  is  nothing  to  commendable  in 
a  gret  lord  as  whan  he  is  debonaire  and  meke,  and 


znerciable  pitcc  ye  wol  confidere  oure  grete  re-  .  appefcth  him  lightly.  And  I  pray  you  that  ye  wol 
pentance  and  lowe  fubmiflion,  andgraimte  us  for-  |  new  forbere  to  do  vengeaunce  in  fwiche  a  manere 
;jfeveneire  of  our  outragious  trefpas  and  o^ence;  that  your  good  name  may  be  kept  and  confervedr 
for  wel  we  knowen  that  youre  fibcral  grace  und  and  that  men  mown  have  caufe  and  matere  to 
;Bi5rcie  Hretchen  hem  forther  into  goodocifc  than  j  preife  yon  of  pitee  and  of  mercy,  aad  that  y» 


I  THE  TALK  OF 

lore  nm  czuit  to  repente  yon  of  thing  that  ye  don; 
I  for  Seneke  faieth.  He  overcometh  in  an  evil 
I  maaere  that  rcpenteth  of  his  Tidorie.  Whetfbre 
1  pray  yon  let  mercy  be  in  your  herte,  to  the 
tSeA  and  entent  that  God  Almighty  have  mercy 
spoo  yon  in  his  laft  jngement;  for  Seint  Jamet 
Izith  10  hat  epfftk,  Jugemegf  withoou  loercy 
fkal  be  do  to  him  that  hath  no  mercy  of  an- 
other wight. 

Whan  Melibee  had  herd  the  grete  (kiUes  and 
rcfeot  of  Dame  Prudence,  and  hire  wife  informal 
tioos  and  techinget,  hit  herte  j^n  encline  to  the 
win  of  his  wif,  ^otiBdviag  hue  tre«ie  entepte, 
cBJbrccd  him  anon,  and  aflented  fully  to  werken 
iker  hire  confeil,  and  thanked  God,  of  whom 
procedeth  all  goodnefle  and  all  vertue,  that  him 
Hem  awif  of  (b  fret  difcretipn.  And  whan  the 
dzf  came  tbat  his  adverlariet  fhulde  appere  in  hit 
|cdiEDoe,'he  fpake  to  hem  fizl  goodly,  aod  fiude 
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b  this  wife :  Al  be  it  fo  that  of  youre  pride  and 
high  prefumption  and  folic,  and  of  youre  ne* 
gligence  and  nnconniog,  ye  have  mifborne  you 
and  trcfpafed  unto  me,  yet  for  as  muchel  as  1  fee 
and  behold  your  grete  humilitee,  and  that  ye  ben 
fory  and  repentant  of  youre  giltes,  it  conftreineth 
<ae4o4o  you  ^lace  and  mercy  ;  whczfor  I  receive 
you  into  my  grice,  and  foryeve  you  outrely  alle 
the  offences,  injuries,  and  wronges,  that  yet  have 
don  agein  me  and  mine,  to  this  effed  and  to  this 
ende,  that  God  of  iiis  endeles  mercie  wol  at  the 
time  of  oure  dying  foryeve  us  oure  giltes  that  we 
Immi  >ccijpaf<;4  'o  ^^  *°  ^^  vrtetched  world ;  for 
douteles  if  we  be  fory  and  repentant  of  the 
itnnesand  giltes  which  we  ban  trefpaled  in  the  HAt 
of  oure  Lord  God,  he  is  fo  free  and  fo  merdfl£k^ 
that  he  wol  foryeven  us  oure  giltes,  and  bringen  ut^ 
to  the  bliffis  4hat  Acimr  h^th^de*    4«m* 


u«- 
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Whan  ctide4  was  the  T«le  of  Melibce 
And  of  Prudence  and  hire  benignitce 
dur  Hofte  (aide,  As  I  am  faithful  man. 
And  by  the  precious  c9rfiMj  Madriam^ 
I  hadde  lever  than  a  barell  of  ale 
That  goode  lefe  my  wif  had  herde  this  Tale, 
For  flie  n*i9  no  thing  of  fwiche  patience 
As  was  this  Melibcus  wif  Prudence. 

By  Goddes  bones  whan  I  bete  my  knaves 
She  brineth  me  the  grcte  clobbed  flavesi 
And  cryeth,  Slee  the  dodges  everich  on. 
And  breke  hem  bothe  bak  and  every  bon. 

And  if  that  any  neighebour  of  mine 
Wol  not  in  chirche  to  my  wif  encliue, 
Or  be  fo  hardy  to  hire  to  trefpace. 
Whan  (he  cometh  home  (he  rampeth  in  my  face. 
And  cryeth,  Falfc  coward !  wrekc  thy  wtf : 
By  ttrbw  Domiii  I  wol  have  thy  knif, 
Ajid  tiiou  flialt  have  my  diftaf  and  go  fpinne. 
Fro  day  til  night  right  thus  ihe  wol  beginne. 

Alas !  (he  faith,  that  ever  I  was  yihape 
To  wed  a  milkfop  or  a  coward  ape. 
That  wol  ben  overladde  with  every  wight : 
Thou  daril  not  ftonden  by  the  wives  right. 

This  is  my  lif  but  if  that  1  wol  fight. 
And  out  at  dore  anon  I  mote  me  dight, 
Or  elles  I  am  loft,  but  if  that  I 
he  like  a  wilde  47on  fool-hardy. 

I  wotc  wel  fhc  wol  do  me  flee  fom  day 
Som  neighebour,  and  thanne  go  my  way. 
For  I  am  in  perilous  with  knif  in  honde 
<  Al  be  it  that  I  dare  not  hire  withftonde, 
For  (he  is  bigge  in  armes  by  my  faith. 
That  ihal  he  &ide  that  hire  mifdoth  or  faith. 
But  let  us  paHe  away  fro  this  matere- 

My  Lord  the  Monk,  quod  he,  be  mery  of  chere 
For  ye  fhul  telle  a  Tale  trewely 
Lo !  Rouchefter  f^ondeth  here  fafte  by ; 
Ride  forth,  min  owen  JLord,  breke  not  our  game. 
But  by  my  trouthe  1  can  no  telle  youre  name ; 
Whether  fiial  1  call  you  my  Lord  Dan  John. 
Or  Dan  Thomas,  or  elles  Dan  Albon  ? 
Of  what  hous  be  ye  by  your  fader  kin  ? 
I  vow  to  God  thou  haft  a  ful  faire  flcin. 
It  is  a  gcntil  pafture  ther  thou  goft ; 
Thou  art  not  like  a  pcnaunt  or  a  c;oft. 
Upon  my  faith  thou  art  fom  officer, 
6oin  worthy  Icxtein,  or  fom  cclerer. 


For  by  my  fadres  foule,  as  to  my  dome; 
Thou  art  a  maifter  whan  thou  an  home ; 
No  poure  cidillcrcr,  ne  non  novice; 
But  a  govemour  bothe  ware  and  wife. 
And  therwidial  of  braunes  and  of  bones 
A  right  wel  faring  perfone  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  to  God  yeve  him  confufion 
That  firft  thee  brought  into  religion. 
Thou  woldeft  han  l^  a  trede-foul  a  right 
Haddeft  thou  as  grete  love  as  thou  haft  might 
To  parfourme  all  thy  luft  :  in  engcndrure 
Thou  haddeft  begeten  many  a  creature. 
Alas !  why  wereft  thou  fo  wide  a  cope  ? 
God  yeve  me  forwe  but  and  I  were  pope 
Not  only  thou  bat  every  mighty  man, 
TTiough  he  were  fliorc  ful  high  upon  his  pan, 
Shuld  have  a  wif,  for  al  this  world  is  lorn. 
Religion  hath  take  up  all  the  com 
Of  treding,  and  we  borel  men  ben  fhrimpes; 
Of  feblc  trees  ther  comen  wretched  impes. 
This  maketh  that  our  heircs  ben  fo  fclendrc 
And  feble  that  they  monn  not  wel  engendre ; 
This  maketh  that  our  wives  wol  aiTaye 
Religious  folk,  for  they  moun  better  payc 
Of  Venus  payements  than  mowen  we ; 
God  wotc  no  Lufheburgees  payen  ye. 
But  be  not  wroth,  my  Lord,  though  that  I  pby; 
Ful  oft  in  game  a  fothe  have  I  herd  fay. 

This  worthy  Monke  tokc  all  in  patience, 
And  faide,  I  wol  don  all  my  diligence^ 
As  fer  as  founeth  into  honeftee. 
To  tellen  you  a  Tale,  or  two  or  three ; 
And  if  you  lift  to  hcrken  hiderward 
I  wol  you  fayn  the  lif  of  Seint  Edward, 
Or  elles  tragedies  firft  I  wol  telle. 
Of  which  I  have  an  hundred  in  my  celle. 

Tragcdic  is  to  fayn  a  certain  ftorie. 
As  olde  bookes  maken  us  memorie. 
Of  him  that  ftood  in  gret  profperitee. 
And  is  yfallcn  out  of  high  degree 
In  to  miferie,  and  endeth  wretchedly ; 
And  they  ben  verfified  conmiunly 
Of  fix  feet,  which  men  clepcn  ExametroD  : 
In  profe  eke  ben  cndited  many  on. 
And  eke  in  metre  in  many  a  fondry  wife* 
Lo  this  declaring  ought  ynough  fufficc. 

Now  herkeneth  if  you  liketh  for  to  here. 
But  firft  I  you  bcfcche  in  this  matere^ 
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Tluragh  I  by  ordre  tdle  not  thife  thinges, 
BeitG^r  popes,  emperoures,  orkinges. 
After  fair  ages,  as  men  written  finde, 
Bat  tcHe  hon  fom  before  and  fbm  bchinde^ 
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As  it  now  Cometh  to  my  remembrance^ 
Have  me  czcuied  of  min  ignorance. 


THE   MOiSfKES   TALE*, 


I  VOL  bcwaile  in  manere  of  tragedie 

Tbc  harm  of  hem  that  ftode  in  high  degree^ 

And  f cllen  fo  that  ther  n'as  no  remedie 

To  bring  hem  out  of  hir  adYerlitee ; 

For  certain  whan  that  Fortune  lift  to  flee 

Ther  may  no  man  of  hire  the  cours  withholde  : 

Let  no  man  truft  on  blinde  prolperitee ; 

Beth  ware  by  thife  eniamples  trewc  and  olde. 


Luciftr, 

At  Lncifer,  though  he  an  angel  were 

And  not  ft  man,  at  him  I  wol  beginne ; 
!  For  though  Fortune  may  non  angel  derc, 
I  From  high  degree  yet  felle  he  for  his  finnc 

Dona  into  hcUe,  wherashe  yet  is  inne. 

O  Locifer  !  brightcft  of  angels  alie, 
I  Now  art  thou  Sathanas,  that  maift  not  twinne 

Out  of  mxferie  in  which  that  thou  art  falle, 

Adam, 

Lo !  Adam  in  the  feld  of  Damafcene 
With  Goddes  owen  finger  wrought  was  he. 
And  not  begeten  of  mannes  fperme  unclcne^ 
\nd  wcire  aB  Paradis  (aving  o  tree. 
Had  nerer  worldly  man  fo  high  degree 
As  Adam^  til  he  for  mifgovcrnance 
Was  driven  out  of  his  profperitee 
To  labour,  and  to  belle,  and  to  mefchance. 

Sampfin, 

Lo !  Sampion,  which  that  was  annunciat 
By  the  angel  long  or  his  nativitee, 
SsA  waa  to  God  Almighty  confecrat, 
And  ftodc  in  noblefle  while  he  mighte  fee  : 
Was  never  fwicfae  another  as  was  he, 
To  ipdLe  of  ftrength  and  therto  hardineife ; 
But  to  his  Wires  tolde  he  his  fecree, 
Tfaargh  which  he  flow  himfelf  for  wretchednefle. 


•  A  tragical  dMbour re  of  many  who  fatve  fillea  from 
MSb  eftate  into  extreme  nii(iny.    Vrry, 

Vot.  I. 


.    Sampfon,  this  noble  and  mighty  chaihpiott^ 
Withouten  wepcn  fovc  his  handes  twey 
He  flow  and  all  to-rcnte  the  Icon, 
Toward  his  wedding  walking  by  the  wey. 
His  falfe  wif  coude  him  fo  plefc  and  pruy 
Til  flie  bis  confeil  knewe,  and  flie  untrcwe 
Unto  his  foos  his  confeil  gan  bewray. 
And  him  forfokc,  and  toke  another  ncwe. 

Three  hundred  foxes  toke  Sampfon  for  irCj 
And  all  hfr  taylcs  he  togcdcr  bond. 
And  fet  the  foxes  tayles  all  on  fire. 
For  he  in  every  tayl  had  knit  a  brord, 
And  they  brent  all  the  comes  in  that  lond, 
And  all  hir  olivcres  and  vines  eke. 
A  thoufand  men  he  flow  eke  with  his  bond. 
And  had  no  wcpen  but  an  aflcs  cheke. 

Whan  they  were  flain  fo  thuHled  him  that  he 
Was  wel  nie  lomc,  for  which  he  gan  to  preyc 
That  God  wold  on  his  peine  ban  u>m  pitee. 
And  fend  him  drinke,  or  elles  moftc  he  dcye  5 
And  of  this  aflies  cheke  that  was  fo  dreye 
Out  of  a  wang  toth  fprang  anon  a  welie. 
Of  which  he  drank  ynou^,  fliort]y  to  fcye* 
Thus  halp  him  God,  sis  JydUtim  can  telle. 

By  veray  force  at  Gafa  on  a  night, 
Maugre  the  Philiflins  of  that  citce. 
The  gates  of  the  toun  he  hath  up  plight. 
And  on  his  bak  ycarried  hem  hath  he 
High  on  an  hill,  wher  as  men  might  hem  fe. 
O  noble  mighty  Sampfon,  lefe  and  dere ! 
Haddefl  thou  not  told  to  women  thy  fecree. 
In  all  this  world  ne  had  ther  ben  thy  pere. 

This  Sampfon  never  fider  dranke  ne  winC| 
Ne  on  his  heid  came  rafour  non  ne  fliere. 
By  precept  of  the  meflager  divine. 
For  all  his  ftrengthes  in  his  heres  were  s 
And  fully  twenty  winter  yere  by  yerc       .    v 
He  hadde  of  Urael  the  governance ; 
But  fonc  flial  he  wepen  many  a  tere. 
For  women  fliuln  hun  Wingen  to  mcfchancCf 
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Unto  his  lemman  I^ida  he  told 
That  in  his  hcres  all  his  ftrengthe  lay. 
And  falfdy  to  his  fomen  (he  him  fold  | 
And  ileping  in  hire  harme  upon  a  day 
She  made  to  dip  or  (here  his  here  away. 
And  made  his  fomen  al  his  craft  efpien ; 
And  whan  that  they  him  fond  in  this  array 
They  bond  him  faft,  and  putten  out  his  eycn. 

But  or  his  here^was  clipped  or  yfliave, 
Ther  was  no  bond  with  which  men  might  him 
But  now  is  he  in  prifon  in  a  cave,  [bind, 

Wheras  they  made  him  at  the  querne  grinde. 
O  noble  Sampfon,  ftrongeft  of  mankind, 
O  whilom  juge  in  glory  and  richelTe  ! 
Now  mayeft  thou  wepen  with  thin  eyen  blind 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  £aUe  in  wretchednefle. 

The  ende  of  this  caitif  watas  1  ibal  feye  : 
His  fomen  made  a  fefie  upon  a  day. 
And  made  him  as  hir  fool  before  hem  pkye. 
And  this  was  in  a  temple  of  mt  array : 
But  at  the  laft  he  made  a  fome  affray. 
For  he  two  pillers  (hoke  and  made  hem  falle. 
And  doun  fell  temple  and  all,  and  ther  it  lay. 
And  flow  himfelf,  and  eke  his  fomen  alle. 

This  if  to  fayn,  the  princes  everich  6n, 
And  eke  three  thouiand  bodies,  were  thor  flain 
With  falling  of  the  gret  temple  of  flen 
Of  Sampfon  now  wol  I  no  more  fain  : 
Beth  ware  by  this  eniample  old  and  phun 
That  no  men  tell  hir  conieil  to  hir  wives 
Of  fwiche  thing  as  they  wold  han  fccrce  han. 
If  that  it  touch  hir  limmes  or  hir  tivct. 

Of  Herct^es  the  foveraine  cenqve^onr 
Singen  his  werkes  bude,  and  high  renoun, 
For  in  his  time  of  ftrcngth  he  was  the  flour. 
He  flow  and  raft  the  flcinne  of  the  leon ; 
He  of  Centavres  laid  the  boft  adoua ; 
He  Harpies  flow,  the  cruel  briddes  felle ; 
He  golden  apples  raft  fro  the  dragon ; 
He  drow  <out  Cerberos,  the  hound  of  heUe. 

He  flow  the  cruel  tirant  Bufirus, 
And  made  his  hors  to  fret  him  flelh,  and  boa ; 
He  flow  the  firy  ferpent  venemous ; 
Of  Achelous  two  homes  brake  he  on ; 
And  he  flow  Cacusin  a  cave  of  fton ; 
He  flow  the  geaunt  Anteus  the  (Irong ; 
He  flow  the  grifely  bore,  and  that  anon ; 
And  bare  the  hevene  on  his  nekke  long 

Was  never  wight  fith  that  the  world  began 
That  flow  fo  many  monftres  as  did  he ; 
Thurghoift  the  wide  world  his  name  ran. 
What  for  his  ftfength  alid  for  his  highi>oantee  $ 
And  every  reuatoe  went  he  for  to  fee< 
He  was  fo  ftrolig  that  no  man  might  him  let ; 
At  bothe  the  worldes  endes,  faith  Trophee, 
In  flede  of  botindes  he  a  piHer  fet. 

A  lemman  had  this  noble  jchampion 
That  highte  Deianire,  as  freth  as  May : 
And,  as  thife  derkes  maken  mention, 
:3hc  bath  him  IciK  at  fliertc  frcfli  and  gay ; 


Alas !  this  (herte,  aks  Ht^  wait  #1^ 
Envenimed  wi^  ibtilly  withalle. 
That  or  that  he  had  weredit  half  a  day 
It  made  his  fleft  all  from  bis  bones  fsUe. 

But  nathdes  fom  derkes  hire  czcufen 
By  on  that  highte  Keflus,  that  it  maked  : 
Be  as  may  be,  1  wol  hire  not  accufen ; 
But  on  hts  bak  this  flierte  he  wered  al  naked^ 
Til  that  his  flefli  was  for  the  venim  blaked  ; 
And  whan  he  fa^  non  other  remedie 
In  bote  coles  he  hath  him^ven  raked. 
For  with  no  venime  deigned  him  tc  die. 

Thus  ftarf  this  worthy  mighty  Hercules. 
Lo !  who  may  truft  on  Fortune  any  throw  f 
For  him  that  folweth  all  this  world  of  prca 
Or  he  be  ware  is  oft  ylaid  ful  lowe  : 
Ful  wife  is  he  that  can  himfelven  knowe. 
Beth  wate,  for  whan  that  Fortune  lift  toglolb 
Than  waiteth  flie  hire  man  to  overthrowe 
By  fwiche  a  way  as  he  wold  left  fuppofe. 

The  mighty  tronc,  the  predous  treibr. 
The  glorious  fceptre,  and  real  majeflee. 
That  hadde  the  King  Nabuchodonofor, 
With  tongc  unnethcs  may  dcfcrived  be  : 
He  twies  wan  Terufalem  the  citee. 
The  veficU  of  the  temple  he  with  him  ladde ;; 
At  Babiloine  was  his  foveraine  fee. 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delit  he  hadde. 

The  fayrcll  children  of  the  blood  real 
Of  lirael  he  did  do  gekie  anon. 
And  maked  eche  of  hem  to  ben  his  thraL 
Amongcs  other  Daniel  was  on. 
That  was  the  wifeft  child  of  everich  on. 
For  he  ^e  dremes  of  the  king  expouncd» 
Wher  as  in  Caldee  clerk  ne  was  ther  non 
That  wiile  to  what  fin  his  dremes  founcd. 

This  proude  king  let  make  a  flatnc  of  goIA 
Sixty  cubites  long  smd  feven  in  brede. 
To  which  image  both  yonge  and  old 
Commanded  he  to  loute  and  have  in  drede* 
Or  in  a  fourneis  ful  of  flames  rede 
He  fliuld  be  brent  that  wolde  not  obeye ; 
But  never  Wold  aflenten  to  that  dede, 
Daniel,,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

This  king  of  kinges  proud  was  and  elat , 
He  wend  that  Qod  that  fit  in  majeftee 
Ne  might  him  nat  bereve  of  his  eflat : 
Bnt  fodenly  he  lofl  his  dignitee, 
AndHike  a  heft  him  femed  for  Co  be. 
And  ete  hcye  as  an  oie,  and  lay  theroitt  i 
In  rain  with  wilde  belles  walked  he 
Til  certain  time  was  ycome  about. 

And  like  an  egles  fcthers  wes  his  heres 
His  neyles  Uke  a  briddes  dawes  were. 
Til  God  relefcd  him  at  certain  yeres. 
And  yaf  him  wit,  and  than  with  many  a  tere 
He  thanked  God,  and  ever  his  lif  in  fere 
Was  he  to  don  amis,  or  more  trcfpace  : 
And  til  that  time  he  laid  was  on  his  here 
He  knew  that  God  wasSul  of  might  and  (facf, 
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fti  Tone,  wliich  that  iucKte  Baltli^%» 
1*hat  held  the  regne  after  his  iwdrcs  day» 
He  bj  his  fader  coulde  not  beware, 
For  proude  he  was  of  herte  and«f  artay^ 
And  eke  an  ydolaflcr  was  he  ay. 
His  high  eftat  alTurcd  him  in  pride  ; 
fiat  Fortune  caft  him  doun  (and  ther  be  lay) 
And  fodenly  bis  regne  gan  deride. 

A  fefte  he  made  unto  bis  iordes  alle 
Upon  a  time,  and  made  hem  blithe  be, 
Aim!  dian  his  officers  gan  be  calle  ; 
Goth  bringetb  fortbe  the  yelTds,  quod  he, 
Which  that  my  &der  in  bis  pro£peritee 
Oat  of  the  temple  of  Jenilalcm  beraft, 
Afid  to  our  highe  gooddes  tbanke  we 
Df  l^por,  that  our  eldres  with  us  h£ti 

Hiswif,  his  Iordes,  and  bis  concubines, 
Ay  drooken,  while  bir  appetites  laft. 
Out  of  thife  noble  veflelB  londry  wines. 
Aod  on  a  wall  tbis  king  bife  eyen  call. 
And  law  an  hand  armies  that  wrote  fill  fafl^ 
For  £ere  of  whicb  be  quoke  and  iiked  fore  : 
This  hand  that  fiakbafar  fo  fore  agafi, 
^nteJttfoMe  ttcbel  Pbaru  and  no  more. 

In  ai  that  lond  magicien  was  non 
That  coud  etpounen  what  this  lettre  ment^ 
But  Daniel  expouncd  it  anon, 
A&a  faid;  O  Kil^  !  God  to  thy  fader  lent 
Clone  and  honour,  regne,  trefour  and  rent* 
And  he  was  proud  and  nothing  God  ne  dradde. 
And  therfore  God  gt€t  wreche  upon  bim  icnt^ 
And  hint  beraft  tbe  regne  that  be  badde. 

He  was  out  cafl  of  mannes  compagnie* 
With  afles  was  bis  habitation. 
And  ete  hey  as  a  beil  in  wete  and  drie^ 
Til  that  be  knew  by  grace  and  by  refoo 
That  God  of  beven  batb  domination 
Otct  every  regne  and  every  creature, 
And  than  had  God  of  bim  compaiiion, 
And  him  reared  bis  regne  and  bis  figure. 

Eke  thou  that  art  bis  fone  art  proud  alfo 
And  knoweft  all  thife  tbinges  veraily, 
And  art  rebel  to  God  and  art  bis  fb  : 
ThoD  dranke  eke  of  bis  veifels  boldely. 
Thy  wif  eke  and  thy  wenches  fiofully 
pranke  of  the  fame  yefiels  fondry  wines, 
And  hcried  faUe  goddes  curfedly, 
Therfore  to  thee  y&apen  fill  gret  pine  is. 

This  hand  was  fimt  fro  God  that  on  the  wall 
Wrote  ifjjw  t€sLel  Pbaret^  truftetb  me. 
Thy  regne  is  don  ;  thou  wayeft  nought  at  all  t 
Divided  is  thy  regne,  and  it  ihal  be 
To  Medcs  and  to  Peries  yeven,  quod  be* 
And  thilke  fame  night  this  king  was  ilawe, 
An  Darius  occupied  bis  degree, 
ThoQgh  he  tbmo  bad  neither  right  ne  lawe. 

Lordinges,  cnfample  hereby  moun  yc  take 
How  that  in  lordibip  is  no  llkemeire, 
F(n>  whan  that  Fortune  wol  a  man  forfake 
She  bcreth  away  bis.  regne  and  bis  ricbeiTe, 
And  eke  his  frendes,  botbc  more  and  leffe  ; 
For  what  man  that  hath  frendes  thurgb  Fortune 
Milhap  wol  make  hem  enemies  1  gcflc. 
This  proTcrbe  is  fol  fotb,  and  fulc  commuxic. 
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SSenobia,  of  Palmerie  the  queoe, 
(As  writetf  Perfiens  of  hire  noblefle) 
So  worthy  was  in  armea,  and  fo  kene. 
That  no  wight  paffed  hire  in  bardineflip^ 
Ne  in  linege,  ne  in  other  geptilleiTe. 
Of  kinges  blocd  of  Perfe  is  (be  defcended  % 
\  fay  Dot  that  fhe  badde  moft  fairenefie. 
But  of  hire  ibape  Ibe  might  not  be;n  amendodL 

From  hire^cbildbode  1  finde  that  fhe  fledde  • 
0£ce  of  woman,  and  to  wode  fhe  went« 
And  many  a  wilde  hartes  blood  fhe  0iedde 
With  arwes  brode  that  ibe  to  hem  fent ; 
She  was  fo  iwift  that  ibe  anon  hem  bent : 
And- whan  that  fhe  was  elder  ibe  wolde  kille 
Leons,  lepard,  and  beres  al  to-rent. 
And  in  hire  armcs  weld  hem  at  hire  wille. 

She  doril  the  wilde  beiles  dennes  fekc. 
And  rennen  in  the  mountaignes  all  the  nigk^ 
And  ilepe  under  the  buib ;  and  (he  coude  eke 
WralUen  by  vcray  force  and  veray  might 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  fo  wight  | 
Ther  mighte  nothing  in  hire  armes  ilonde : 
8he  kept  hire  maidenhode  from  every  wight; 
To  no  noan  deigned  hire  for  to  be  bonde. 

But  at  the  laft  hire  frendes  ban  hire  maried 
To  Odenat,  a  prince  of  that  contrec, 
Al  were  it  fo  that  ibe  hem  longe  taried. 
And  ye  ihul  underftonden  bow  that  he 
Hadde  fwiche  fantafies  as  hadde  (be; 
But  natheles  whan  they  were  knit  in  fere 
They  lived  in  joye  and  in  felicitee. 
For  eche  of  hem  bad  other  lefe  and  dere| 

Save  o  thing,  that  ibe  n*olde  never  aileotc 
By  no  way  that  he  ihulde  by  hire  Ue 
But  ones,  for  it  was  hire  plaine  entente 
To  have  a  cbilde  the  world  to  multiplie ; 
And  al  fo  (one  as  that  ibe  might  cfpie 
That  (be  was  not  ifvith  cbilde  with  that  ded^ 
Than  wold  (be  fufier  him  don  his  fantaiie 
Eftfone,  and  not  but  ones  out  of  drede. 

And  if  ibe  were  with  child  at  thilke  caft 
No  more  ihuld  he  playen  thilke  game 
Till  fullen  fourty  days  weren  paft. 
Than  wold  ibe  ones  fufire  bim  do  the  lame* 
Al  were  this  Odenate  wild  or  tame 
He  gate  no  more  of  hire,  for  thus  ihe  iayd^ 
It  was  to  wives  lecberie  and  ihame 
In  other  cas  if  that  men  with  hem  playde. 

Two  fones  by  tbis  Odenate  bad  ibe. 
The  which  (be  kept  in  vertue  and  Jet^rnre* 
But  now  unto  our  Tale  tume  we. 
I  (ay  fp  werihipful  a  creature. 
And  wife  therwith,  and  large  with  mefure. 
So  penible  in  the  werre,and  curteis  eke, 
Ne  more  labour  might  in  werre  endure, 
Was  non,  though  all  this  world  men  (buIdcQftdfcc^ 

Hire  riche  array  ne  mighte  not  be  told, 
As  wel  in  veifell  as  in  hire  dotUng ; 
She  was  all  clad  in  pierrie  and  in  gold  ; 
And  ckc  (he  l^ft^  QOt  for  non  buwog 
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To  have  of  fondry  tongcs  ful  knowing, 
Whan  that  (he  leifer  h^;  and  for  to  entcnd 
To  Icrncn  bookes  wa«  all  hire  liking. 
How  Ihe  in  vertue  might  hire  lif  defpend. 

And  ftiortly  of  this  ftoric  for  to  trct^ 
So  doughty  was  hh-e  hufbond,  and  eke  (he. 
That  they  conqnered  many  regnes  grctc 
In  the  orient,  with  many  a  faire  citee 
Apperteqaunt  unto  the  majcftee 
Of  Ronie,  and  with  ftrong  hand  held  hem.  ful  faff, 
Ne  never  might  hir  fomcn  don  hem  flee 
Ay  tvhile  that  Odenates  dayea  laft. 

Hire  batailles,  who  fo  lift  hem  for  to  rede, 
Againe  Sapor  the  king,  and  other  mo, 
And  how  that  all  this  procelTc  fell  in  dede. 
Why  (he  conquered,  and  what  title  therto. 
And  after  of  hire  mifchefc  aqd  hire  wo. 
How  that  (he  was  bcfeged  and  ytake. 
Let  him  unto  my  maifter  Petrark  go, 
That  writeth  ynough  of  this  t  undertake. 

Whan  Odenate  was  ded  (he  mightily 
The  wrgnes  held,  and  with  hire  propre  bond 
Agains  hir  foos  flie  fought  fo  cruelly 
That  ther  n'as  king  ne  prince  in  all  that  lond 
That  he  n'as  glad  if  he  thatfgrace  fond 
That  (he  ne  wolde  upon  his  lond  werreye ; 
With  hire  they  madcn  alliaunce  by  bond 
To  ben  in  pees  and  let  hire  ride  and  pleye. 

The  Emf)eronr  of  Rome  Claudius, 
Ne  him  befom  the  Romain  Galieny 
Ne  dorf^e  never  be  fo  corageotis, 
Ne  non  Ermin  ne  non  Egipticn, 
Ne  Surrien  ne  non  Arabien, 
Within  the  feld  ne  dorftc  with  hire  fight, 
Left  that  (he  wold  hem  with  hire  hondes  flcn, 
Or  with  hire  meinie  putten  hem  tc  flight. 

In  kSnges  habite  wente  hire  fones  twa 
As  heires  pf  hir  fadres  regnes  alle. 
And  Heremanno  and  Timolao 
Hir  namds  were,  as  Pcrfiecs  hem  calle. 
But  ay  Fortune  hath  in  hire  bony  galJe  : 
This  mighty  quene  may  no  while  endure ; 
Fortune  out  of  hire  regnc  made  hire  falle 
To  wretchcdnefTc  and  to  mifaventure. 

Aurclian,  whan  that  the  governance 
Of  Rome  came  into  his  hondes  twey, 
He  (hope  upon  this  quene  to  do  vengeance, 
And  with  his  legions  he  toke  his  way 
Toward  Zcnobic  ;  and,  (hortly  for  to  fay. 
He  made  hire  flee,  and  atte  laft  hire  bent, 
And  fettred  hire  and  eke  hire  children  tway. 
And  wan  the  lond,  and  home  to  Rome  he  went. 

Amonges  other  thinges  that  he  wan 
Hire  chaSr,  that  was  with  gold  wrought  and  piefric. 
This  gretc  Romain,  this  Aurclian, 
Hath  with  him  lad  for  that  men  (huld  it  fee. 
Bcforen  his  triumphe  walketh  (he. 
With  giltc  chainei  on  hire  neckc  honging, 
Crouned  (he  was,  as  after  hire  degree. 
And  ful  of  pierrie  charged  hire  clothing. 

Alas,  Fortune  j  (he  that  whilom  was 
Dredeful  to  kingct  and  to  empero'ures, 
Now  gaureth  all  the  peple  on  hire,  alas ! 
And  £e  that  helmed  was  in  (Urke  ftoures, 


And  wan  by  force  tonnes  ftronge  and  tonrvsv 
Shal  on  hire  bed  now  were  a  vitremite. 
And  (he  that  bare  the  fceptre  ful  of  flourcs' 
Shal  here  a  diftaf,  hire  coft  for  to  quite. 

Although  that  Nero  were  as  vicious 
As  any  fend  that  lieth  ful  low  adoun. 
Yet  he,  as  telleth  us  Suetonius, 
This  wide  world  had  in  fubjcAioun,  • 
Both  eft  and  weft,  fouth  and  fcptentrioun. 
Of  rubies,  faphircs,  and  of  perles-white, 
Wer^  al  his  clothes  brotlded  up  and  doun. 
For  he  in  gtmmcs  grctly  gan  ddite. 

More  delicat,  more  pompous  of  array. 
More  proude,  \<ras  never  emperour  than  he,  * 
That  ilkc  cloth  that  he  had  wercd  o  day 
After  that  time  he  n'olde  it  never  fee  : 
Nettes  of  gold  threde  had  he  grct  plentec 
To  fifh  in  Tiber  whan  him  lift  to  play  : 
His  luftcs  were  as  hw  in  his  degree. 
For  Fortune  as  his  frend  wold  him  obay. 

He  Rome  brente  for  his  delicacie ; 
The  Senatours  he  flow  upon  a  day 
To  heren  how  that  men  wold  wepc  and  crie*. 
And  flow  his  brother,  and  by  his  fuftcr  lay. 
His  modcr  made  he  in  pitou*  array. 
For  he  hire  wombc  let  flitten,to  behold 
Wher  he  conceived  was,  fo  wala  wa  I 
That  he  fo  litel  of  his  moder  told. 

No  tere  out  of  his  eyen  for  that  fight 
Ke  came,  but  fayd  a  faire  woman  was  (he. 
Grct  wonder  is  how  that  he  coud  or  might 
Be  domefman  of  hire  dcde  beautee. 
The  wine  to  bringen  him  commanded  he. 
And  dranke  anon  :  no  other  wo  he  made. 
Whan  might  is  joined  unto  cfueltee, 
Alas !  to  depe  wol  the  venime  wade. 

In  youthc  a  maifter  had  this  emperour 
To  techen  him  lettnife  and  curtefie  : 
For  of  moralitcc  he  was  the  flour. 
As  in  his  time,  but  if  bookes  lie ; 
And  while  this  maifter  had  of  him  maifbrid 
He  maked  him  fo  conning  and  fo  fouplc 
That  longe  time  it  was  or  tyrannic 
Or  any  vice  dorft  in  him  uncouple. 

This  Scneka,  of  which  that  I  devifc, 
Becaufe  Nero  had  of  him  fwiche  drede. 
For  he  fro  vices  wold  him  ay  chaftife 
Difcretly,  as  by  word  and  not  by  dede ; 
Sire,  he  wold  fay,  an  emperour  mote  nedc 
Be  vertuous,  and  haten  tyrannic ; 
For  which  he  made  him  in  a  bathe  to  blede 
On  bothe  his  armes  till  he  muft  die. 

This  Nero  had  eke  of  a  cuftumauncc 
In  youth  agefns  his  maifter  for  to  rife. 
Which  afterward  him  thought  a  grct  grevaunc^y 
Therforc  he  made  him  dicn  in  this  wife« 
But  natheles  this  Scneka  the  wife 
Chees  in  a  bathe  to  die  in  this  manerc 
Rather  than  ban  another  turmentife : 
And  thus  hath  Nero  flain  his  maifter  dere« 
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How  fell  It  fo  that  Fortimc  lift  no  lenger 
The  highe  pride  of  Nero  to  chericc. 
For  thoiiigh  that  he  were  ftrong  yet  was  Ihe  ftrcng- 
She  thoughte  thiu :  by  God  I  am  to  nice  [cr. 

To  fet  a  man  that  is  fulfilled  of  vice 
In  high  degree,  and  Emperour  him  calle  : 
By  God  out  qf  his  fete  1  wol  him  trice  ; 
Whan  he  left  wencth  foneft  Ihal  he  falle. 

The  peple  rofe  upon  him  on  a  night 
For  his  defaute,  and  whan  he  it  cfpicd 
Out  of  his  d<.res  anon  he  hath  him  dight 
Abnf ,  and  ther  he  wend  han  had  ben  allied 
He  knocked  faft,  and  ay  the  more  he  cried 
The  iaftcr  Ihcitcn  they  hir  dores  allc ; 
ITw  wift  he  wel  he  had  himfelf  mifgicd. 
And  went  his  way  ;  no  lenger  dorft  -he  callc. 

The  peple  cried  and  rombled  up  and  doun. 
That  with  his  eres  herd  he  how  they  fayde, 
Whcr  is  this  falfe  tyrant,  this  Neroun  ? 
For  fere  almoft  out  of  his  wit  he  brayde, 
And  to  his  goddes  piioufly  he  preide 
For  focour,  but  it  mightc  not  betide  J 
For  drede  of  this  him  thoughte  that  he  deide, 
And  ran  into  a  gardin  him  to  hide. 

And  in  this  gardin  fond  he  cherles  tweye 
That  latcn  by  a  firc^et  and  red, 
And  to  thife  cherles  two  he  gan  to  preyc 
To  flen  him,  and  to  gjfden  of  his  hed. 
That  to  his  body  whan  that  he  were  dcd 
Were  no  defpit  ydon  for  his  defame. 
Himielf  he  flow,  he  coud  no  better  rede, 
Of  which  Fortune  lough  and  hadde  a  game. 

Was  nercr  capitaine  under  a  king 
That  regnes  mo  put  in  fubjedioun, 
Nc  ftrengcr  was  in  fcld  of  alle  thing 
As  in  his  time,  ne  gretcr  of  renoun, 
Kc  more  pompous  m  high  prefumptioun. 
Than  Hoioferde,  which  that  Fortune  ay  kift 
So  likeroufly,  and  lad  him  up  and  doun. 
Til  that  his  hed  was  of  or  that  he  wift. 

Not  only  that  this  world  had  him  in  awe 
For  Icijng  of  richcffc  and  libcrtee. 
Bat  he  niade  every  man  reneie  his  lawe. 
Nabuchodonofor  was  God,  fayd  he ; 
Non  other  god  ne  fliulde  honoured  be. 
Ageins  his  hcftc  ther  dare  no  wight  trefpace 
Save  in  Bcthulia,  a  ftrong  citee, 
Whsr  Eliachim  a  precft  was  of  that  place. 

But  take  kepe  of  the  deth  of  Holoferue  : 
Amid  his  hoft  he  dronken  lay  a  night 
Within  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  berne ; 
And  yet  flh-  all  his  pompe  and  all  his  might 
Judith,  a  woman,  as  he  lay  upright 
Sleping,  his  hed  of  fmotc,  and  fro  his  tente 
Ful  privcly  Ihe  ftalc  from  every  wight, 
And  with  his  hed  unto  hire  toun  fhe  wente. 

What  nedeth  it  of  King  Antiochus 
To  tell  his  high  and  real  majeftee, 
His  gret  pride,  and  bis  werkes  venimous  ? 
¥or  ^iche  another  waa  ther  boo  as  he : 


Redeth  what  that  he  was  in  Machabe, 
And  redeth  the  proud  wordes  that  he  feid, 
And  why  he  fell  from  his  profperitee, 
And  in  an  hill  how  wretchedly  he  deid. 

Fortune  him  had  enhaunfed  fo  in  pride 
That  veraily  he  wend  he  might  attaine 
Unto  the  fterrcs  upon  every  fide. 
And  in  a  balaunce  weyen  eche  mountaine^ 
And  ail  the  floodes  of  the  fee  reftreine  : 
And  Goddes  peple  had  he  moft  in  hate. 
Hem  wold  he  flcen  in  turment  and  in  peine, 
Wening  that  God  ne  might  his  pride  abate. 

And  for  that  Nichanor  and  Timothee 
Withjewes  were  venquiftied  mightily. 
Unto  the  Jewes  fwiche  an  hate  had  he 
That  he  bad  greithe  his  ehar  ful  haftily. 
And  fwore  and  fayde  ful  defpitoufly 
Unto  Jerufalenl  he  wold  eftfone. 
To  wreke  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  purpos  w^  he  let  ful  fone. 

God  for  his  manace  him  fo  fore  fmotc 
With  iijvifible  wound,  ay  incurable, 
Thitt  ui  his  gu^es  carfe  it  fo  and  bote 
Thattl  his  peines  wercn  importable ; 
And  certainly  the  wreche  was  refonable. 
For  many  a  mannes  guttes  did  he  peine; 
But  from  his  purpos  purfcd  and  damnable. 
For  all  his  fmerte,  he  n'olde  him  not  reftreine ; 

But  bade  anon  apparailen  his  hoft. 
And  fodenly,  or  he  was  of  it  ware, 
God  daunted  all  his  pride  and  all  his  hoft ; 
For  he  fo  fore  fell  out  of  his  chare 
That  it  his  limmcs  and  his  Ikinnc  to-tare. 
So  that  he  neither  mighte  go  ne  ride. 
But  in  a  chaiere  men  about  hipi  bare,  ' 

Alle  forbrufed  bothe  bak  and  fide. 

The  wreche  of  God  him  finote  fo  cruelly 
That  thurgh  his  body  wicked  woxmes  crept, 
And  ther^vithal  he  ftanke  fo  horribly 
That  non  of  all  his  meinie  that  him  kept, 
Whether  fo  that  he  woke  or  elles  flept, 
Nc  mighte  not  of  him  the  ftinke  endure. 
In  this  mifchiefe  he  wailed  and  eke  wept, 
And  knew  God  lord  of  every  creature.     * 

To  all  his  hoft  and  to  himfelf  alfo 
Ful  wlatfom  was  the  ftinke  of  his  careine  ; 
No  man  nc  mighte  him  bercn  to  ne  fro ; 
And  in  this  ftii)ke  and  this  horrible  peine 
He  ftarf  ful  wretchedly  in  a  mountainc. 
Thus  hath  this  robbour  and  this  homicide. 
That  many  a  man  made  to  wcpe  and  pleinc, 
Swiche  guerdon  as  bclongcth  unto  pride. 

Alexander. 

The  ftorie  of  Alexandre  is  fo  commune 
That  every  wight  that  hath  difcretioun 
Hath  herd  fomwhat  or  all  of  bis  fortune. 
This  wide  world,  as  in  conclufioun. 
He  wan  by  ftrengthj  or  for  his  high  renoun 
They  wcren  glad  for  pees  unto  him  fende« 
The  pride  of  man  and  hoft  he  layd  adoun, 
Whcr  fo  he  came,  unto  the  worldes  ende% 
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Compartfon  nugbt  nerer  yet  be  maked  ■ 

Betwix  him  and  another  conquerour, 
For  al  this  worlc^  for  drede  of  him  hath  quaked ; 
He  was  of  knighthode  and  of  fredbme  flow ;  , 

Fortune  him  maked  the  heir  of  hire  honpur. 
Save  wine  and  women  nothing  might  aflwage 
His  high  entente  in  armes  and  labom'y 
So  was  he  ful  of  leonin  corage. 

What  pris  were  it  to  him  thoaeh  I  yon  told 
Of  Xhuius,  and  an  hundred  thouland  mo 
Of  kinges,  princes,  dukes,  erles  bold, 
Which  he  conquered,  and  brought  hem  into  wo  ? 
I  fay  as  fcr  as  man  may  ride  or  go 
The  world  was  his ;  what  (huld  I  more  devife  ? 
For  though  I  wrote  or  told  you  ever  mo 
Of  his  knighthode  it  mighte  not  fuffice. 

Twelf  ycre  he  rcgned,  as  faith  |Slachabe  : 
Philippus  fone  of  Macedoine  he  was. 
That  firft  was  king  in  Greece  the  contree. 

0  worthy  gentil  Alexandre  !  alas 

That  ever  &uld  thee  fallen  fwiche  a  cas  | 
Enpoifoned  of  thyn  owen  folke  thou  were ; 
Thy  fis  Fortune  hath  turned  into  an  as. 
And  yet  for  thee  ne  wept  (he  never  a  tcre. 

Who  ftial  me  ycven  teres  to  complaine 
The  deth  of  gcntUleffe  and  of  fraunchife. 
That  all  this  world  welded  in  his  demaine, 
And  yet  him  thought  it  mighte  not  fufice  f 
So  ful  was  his  corage  of  high  emprife. 
Alas !  who  ihal  me  helpen  to  endite 
Falfe  Fortune,  and  poifon  to  dcfpife  ? 
The  which  two  of  all  this  wo  I  wite« 

«  Jitlitu  C^ar. 

By  wifdome,  nianhode,  and  by  gret  labour. 
From  humblchede  to  real  majeftee 
Up  rofc  he  Julius  the  conqucrour, 
That  wan  all  the  Occident  by  lond  and  fee 
By  ftrengthe  of  bond,  or  eWtt  by  trctec, 
And  unto  Rome  made  hem  tributarie. 
And  fith  of  Rome  the  Emperour  was  ne 
Til  that  Fortune  wcxe  his  adverfarie. 

O  mighty  Cefar  !  that  in  Thcffalic 
^geins  Pompcius,  father  thin  in  lawe, 
That  of  the  orient  had  all  the  chivalriV 
As  fer  as  that  the  day  beginnetn  dawe. 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knighthode  haft  hem  take  and 
^ave  few  folk  that  with  Pompeius  fledde,   [flawe, 
Thurgh  which  thou  put  all  the  orient  in  awe, 
Thankc  Fortune  that  fo  wel  thee  fpedde. 

But  now  a  litel  while  I  wol  bewaile 
This  Pompeius,  this  noble  governour 
pf  Rome,  which  that  fled  at  this  bataille. 

1  fay  on  of  hi?  men,  a  falfe  iraitour. 
His  hed  of  Imote,  to  winnen  him  favour 
pf  Julius,  and  him  the  bed  he  brought : 
Alas,  Pompcic  !  of  the  orient  conqucrour, 
That  Fortune  unto  fwiche  a  fin  thee  brought. 

To  Rome  again  nspaireth  Julius 
With  his  triumphe  laurcat  ful  hie, 
But  on  a  time  Brutus  and  Caflius, 
•^'hat  ever  had  pf  his  high  cftat  cpvie^ 


Ful  prively  had  made  confpbadtf  ^ 

Ageins  this  Juttus  in  fotil  wife. 
And  caft  the  place  in  which  he  (fltklde  die 
With  bodekins,  as  f  flial  you  devife. 

This  Julius  to  the  CapitoUe  wente 
Upon  a  day.  as  he  was  wont  to  gon. 
And  in  the  Capitoiie  anon  him  hente 
This  falfe  Brutus  and  his  other  foon. 
And  iUked  him  with  bodekins  anon 
With  many  a  wound,  and  thus  they  let  him  Cc  ; 
But  never  gront  he  at  no  flroke  but  on, 
Or  cUcs  at  two,  but  if  his  ftorie  Be. 

So  manly  was  this  Julius  qf  herte. 
And  fo  wel  loved  eftatly  honeftce. 
That  though  his  dedly  woundes  fore  fmerte 
His  mantel  over  his  hippes  cafte  he,  , 

For  no  man  fliulde  fcen  his  privetee  5 
And  as  he  lay  of  dying  in  a  trance. 
And  wifte  veraily  that  ded  was  he, 
pf  honeftee  yet  had  he  remembrance. 

Lucan,  to  thee  this  ftorie  I  recommetide^ 
And  to  Sueton  and  Valerie  alfo, 
That  of  this  ftofie  writen  word  and  ende. 
How  that  to  thife  gret  conqueroures  two 
Fortune  was  firft  a  frend  and  fith  a  fo. 
No  man  ne  truft  upon  hire  favour  long. 
But  have  hire  in  await  for  evermo, 
Witnefle  on  all  thife  conqueroures  ftrong. 

The  riche  prefus,  whilom  King  of  Ude^ 
Of  whiche  prefus  Cirus  fore  him  dradde, 
Yet  was  he  caught  amiddes  all  his  pride. 
And  to  be  brem  men  to  the  firp  him  ladde. 
But  fwiche  a  rain  doun  from  the  welken  (haddo 
That  flow  the  fire,  and  made  to  him  eibape  i 
But  to  bewane  no  grace  yet  he  hadde 
Til  Fortune  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Whan  he  efcapedwas  he  can  ndt  ftint 
For  to  beginne  a  newc  wcrre  again  : 
He  wened  wel  for  that  Fortune  him  feat 
fwiche  hap  that  he  efcaped  thurgh  the  rain 
That  of  his  foos  he  mighte  not  be  flain ; 
And  eke  a  fweven  upon  a  night  he  mette 
Of  which  he  was  fo  proud  and  eke  (b  fain. 
That  in  vengeance  he  all  his  herte  fctte. 

Upon  a  tree  he  was,  as  that  him  thought, 
Ther  Jupiter  him  wesflie  both  bak  and  fide. 
And  Phcbus  eke  a  (aire  towail  him  brought 
To  drie  him  with,  and  therfore  wex  his  pride^ 
And  to  his  doughter  that  ftood  him  be(4e. 
Which  that  he  knew  in  high  Icience  habound. 
He  bad  hire  tell  him  what  it  fignified. 
And  flie  his  dreme  began  right  thus  expound. 

The  tree  (quod  fte)  the  galwes  is  to  mene. 
And  Jupiter  betokeneth  fhow  and  rain. 
And  Phebus  with  his  towail  clere  and  cleae. 
Tho  ben  the  fonnes  ftremes,  foth  to  fain  : 
Thou  flialt  anhanged  be,  fader,  certain ; 
Rain  flial  thee  wafli,  and  fonne  flial  thee  drfe. 
Thus  warned  him  ^1  plat  and  eke  ful  pUin ' 
His  doughter,  whid^  tLat  oUed  vm  fwdCt 
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Axthanged  was  CreAis  die  proude  king ; 
His  realtrone  ought  him  not  availle : 
Tiagedie  is  non  <yther  maner  thing, 
Ne  can  in  finging  crien  ne  bewaile. 
But  for  that  Fortune  all  day  wol  aflaiUe 
With  nnware  ftroke  the  regnes  that  hen  proude ; 
For  whan  men  tmften  hire  than  wol  ihe  fiaille. 
And  coTcr  hire  bright  face  with  a  donde. 

PeUrofSpahe. 

O  noble,  o  worthy,  Petro,  glorie  of  Spaine ! 
Whcnn  Fortune  held  fo  high  in  majel^ce^ 
Wei  oughten  men  thy  pitous  deth  complaine  : 
Out  of  thy  lond  thy  brother  made  thee  flee, 
And  after  at  a  fege  by  fottkee 
Thott  were  botraied  and  kd  unto  hit  tent, 
Whcr  as  he  with  his  owen  bond  flow  thee, 
Succeding  in  thy  cegne  and  in  thy  rent. 

The  feld  of  fnow,  with  th'  egle  oTbhk  therin. 
Caught  with  the  Umcrod,  coloured  as  the  glede, 
He  brewed  this  curfednefle  and  all  this  Gnne ; 
The  wicked  nefte  was  werker  of  this  dede. 
Not  Charles  OliTer,  that  toke  ay  hede 
Of  tronthe  and  honour,  but  of  Annorike 
Geniloa  Oliver,  corrupt  for  mede, 
Btougfate  this  worthy  king  in  fwiche  a  brike. 

PHmXiiig9fCy^. 

O  worthy  Petro !  King  of  Cypre  alfo. 
That  Alexandrie  wan  by  high  nuuflrie, 
Ftil  many  an  Hethen  wroughteft  thou  ful  wo. 
Of  which  thin  owen  lieges  had  envie. 
And  for  nothing  but  for  thy  chivalrie 
They  in  tlnr  bed  ban  flain  thee  by  the  morwe. 
Thus  can  Fortune  hire  whele  govemie  and  gie,* 
And  out  of  joyebringcn  men  to  forwe. 

Bmmabo  V\fmud. 

Of  Milane  mte  Bamabo  Vifcount, 
Cod  of  delit,  &d  fcourge  of  Lumbard^ie, 
Why  fliuld  I  not  thin  infortune  account, 
filth  in  eftat  thou  clomben  were  fo  high  ? 
Thy  brothers  (one,  that  was  thy  doubk  allie, 
For  he  thy  nevew  was  and  fone  in  lawe. 
Within  hu  prifon  made  he  thee  to  die, 
fittt  why  ae  how  n'ot  1  that  thou  were  flaws. 

Of  the  Erl  Hugelin  of  pife  the  langour 
Thcr  may  no  tonge  tellen  for  pitee. 
Jlot  Istcl  out  of  Fife  ftant  a  tour, 
|b  vhiche  jour  in  prifoo  yput  was  h?, 


And  with  him  ben  his  litel  children  three, 
The  cldcft  fcarfely  five  ycre  was  of  age  : 
Alas !  Fortune,  it  was  gtet  crucltce 
Swiche  briddes  for  to  put  in  fwiche  a  cage. 

Dampned  was  he  to  die  in  that  prifon. 
For  Roger  which  that  Bifliop  was  of  Fife 
Had  on  him  made  a  falfc  fuggeftio^    - 
Thnrgh  which  the  peple  gan  upon  him  rife. 
And  put  him  in  a  prifon  in  fwiche  a  wife 
As  ye  ban  herd ;  and  mete  and  drinke  he  had 
So  finale,  that  wel  unnethe  it  may  fuCBfe, 
And  therwithal  it  was  ful  poure  and  bad. 

And  on  a  day  befell  that  in  that  houre 
Whan  that  his  mete  Wont  was  to  be  brought 
The  gailer  fliette  the  dores  of  the  toure ;  • 
He  herd  it  wel,  but  he  fpake  right  nou^t : 
And  in  his  herte  anon  ther  fell  a  thought 
That  they  for  hunger  wolden  do  him  dien  : 
Alas !  quod  he,  alas  that  I  was  wrought ! 
Therwith  the  teres  fellen  fro  his  eyen. 

His  yonge  fone,  that  Uiree  yere  was  of  ago, 
Unto  htm  faid,  Fader,  why  do  ye  wepe  ? 
Whan  will  the  eailer  bringen  our  pouge  \ 
Is  ther  no  morfd  bred  that  ye  do  kepe  \ 
I  am  fo  hungry  that  1  may  not  flepc. 
Now  wold  God  that  I  might  flepen  ever. 
Than  (huld  not  hunger  in  my  wombe  crepe  { 
Ther  n'is  no  thing  Uuf  bred  that  me  were  lever* 

Thus  day  by  day  this  childe  began  to  crie, 
Til  in  his  ndres  barme  adonn  it  lay, 
And  faide,  Farewel,  fader,  I  mote  die; 
And  kid  his  fader,  and  dide  the  &me  day. 
And  whan  the  woful  fader  did  it  f<fy 
For  wo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  bite, 
And  faide,  Alas !  Fortune,  and  wala  wa ! 
Thy  falfe  whele  my  wo  all  may  I  wite. 

His  children  wenden  that  for  hunger  it  wis 
That  he  Jiis  armes  gnowe,  and  not  for  wo. 
And  fay  den.  Fader,  do  not  lb,  alas ! 
But  rather  ete  the  flefh  upon  us  two  : 
Our  fleih  thou  yaf  us,  uke  our  flefli  us  £ro, 
And  efe  ynough.  Right  thus  they  to  him  feidfi 
And  after  that,  within  a  day  or  two. 
They  laide  hem  in  his  lappe  adoun  anddeide. 

Himfelf  difpeired  eke  for  hunger  ftarf. 
Thus  ended  is  this  mighty  Erl  of  Fife  c 
From  high  eftat  Fortune  away  him  carf. 
Of  this  tragedie  it  ought  ynough  fuffice; 
Who  fo  wol  here  it  in  a  longer  wife 
Redeth  the  grete  poete  of  luille 
That  highte  Dante,  for  he  can  it  devife 
Fro  point  to  point ;  not  o  word  wol  he  fiuUcI 
iKiiij 
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iJo  !quod  the  Knight,goodSire,no  more  of  this; 
That  yc  han  laid  is  right  ynough  ywis, 
And  mochel  more ;  for  litel  hevinefle 
Is  right  ynough  to  mochel  folk  I  geflc. 
1  fay  for  rac  it  is  a  grct  difcfe 
Wher  as  men  have  hen  in  grct  wealth  and  cie 
^o  heren  of  hir  foden  fail,  alas ! 
And  the  contrary  is  joyc  and  grct  folas. 
As  whan  a  man  hath  hen  in  poure  eftat, 
And  cUmbeth  up  and  wexcth  fortunat. 
And  ther  abidcth  in  profperitee  : 
Swich  thing  is  gladfom  as  it  thinketh  pic. 
And  of  fwichc  Uiing  were  goodly  for  to  telle. 
Ye,  quod  our  Hoftc,  by  Seint  Poules  beUe, 
Ye  fay  right  foth .  this  Monk  hath  clapped  loyde; 
He  fpake  how  Fortune  covered  with  a  cloude 
I  wote  not  what,  and  als  of  a  tragcdie 
Rigtit  now  ye  herd;  and  parde  no  rcmedie 
It  is  for  to  bcwailen  ne  complaine 
That  that. is  don,  and  als  it  is  a  painc, 
As  ye  han  faid,  to  here  of  hevintffc. 
Sire  Monk,  no  more  of  this,  fo  God  you  blcfle  ; 
Your  Tale  anoycth  all  this  compagnic ; 
Swichc  talking  i$  not  worth  a  botcrflic. 
For  therin  is  ther  no  difport  ne  game  ; 
Thcrforc  Sire  Monk,  Dan  Piers  by  your  name, 
1  prajr  you  hertely  tell  us  fomwhat  cUcs, 
•For  fikcrly  n*crc  of  your  belles 


That  on  your  bridel  hange  on  every  fide. 

By  heven  king,  that  for  us  alle  dide, 

I  fliuld  er  this  have  fallen  doun  for  flepe. 

Although  the  flough  had  ben  never  fo  depe^ 

Than  hadde  your  Tale  all  ben  told  in  vain  : 

For  certainly,  as  that  thife  clerkes  fain, 

Wher  as  a  man  may  have  non  audience 

Nought  helpeth  it  to  tellen  his  feptence  ; 

And  wel  I  wote  the  fubftance  is  in  me 

If  any  thing  flial  wel  reported  be. 

Sire,  fay  fomwhat  of  hunting  I  you  pray. 

Kay,  quod  this  Monk,  I  have  not  luft  to  |^y : 
Now  lette  another  telle  as  I  have  told. 

Than  fpake  our  Hoflewith  rude  fpechc  and  bold. 
And  fayd  imto  the  Nonnes  Preeft  anon. 
Come  nere,thouPreeft,comehither,thon  Sire  John; 
Telle  us  fwichc  thing  as  may  our  hertes  glade : 
Be  blithe  although  thou  ride  upon  a  jade. 
What  though  thin  horfe  be  both  foule  and  leiie? 
If  he  wol  ferve  thee  recke  thee  not  a  bene  : 
Loke  that  thyn  herte  be  mery  evermo. 

Yes,  Hoftc,  quod  he,  fo  mote  I  ride  or  go 
But  I  be  mery  ywis  I  wol  be  blamed. 
And  right  anon  his  Tale  he  hath  attamcd  ; 
And  thus  he  faid  unto  us  evaich  on. 
This  fwetc  Prccft,  this  goodly  man,  Sire  Johiy 
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A  toyRt  ^idewe,  fomdel  ftoupen  in  age, 

Was  whilom  dwelling  in  a  narwc  cotage 

Befide  a  grove  ftonding  in  a  dale. 

This  widewe,  which  I  tell    ou  of  my  Talc, 

Sin  thilke  day  that  (he  was  lall  a  wif 

In  patience  led  a  ful  fimple  lif. 

For  litel  was  hire  catcl  and  hire  rente ; 

By  hufbondry  of  fwiche  as  God  hire  fente 

*    tfacock  .ind  a  h<n  ;  the  moral  whereof  i9  to  em* 
brace  true  Iriecd*,  and  to  beware  of  flutter cri.    Urry, 


She  found  hireiclf  and  eke  hire  doughtren 
Three  large  fowes  had  ftie,  and  no  mo. 
Three  kine,  and  eke  a  ftieep  that  hightc  Malic 
Ful  footy  was  hire  bourc  and  eke  hire  halle. 
In  which  flie  etc  many  a  flendcr  mele  ; 
Of  poinant  fauce  ne  knew  fhc  never  a  dele  : 
No  dcintee  morfel  palTed  tkurgh  hire  throte ; 
rtirc  dicte  was  accordant  to  hire  cote  : 
Repletion  ne  made  hire  never  like ; 
Attempredietc  was  all  hire  phyfike. 
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And  czcfcifb,  and  hertes  fufl^iance  : 
The  goute  let  hire  nothing  for  to  dance, 
Ke  apoplexie  (hente  not  Im  hed : 
No  win  ne  dranke  (he  nyther  white  ne  redH 
Hire  bord  was  ferved  moil  with  white  and  blapk. 
Milk  and  broun  bred,  in  which  (he  fond  no  lack, 
Seindc  bacon,  and  fomtime  an  eye  or  twey, 
For  (he  was  as  it  were  a  maner  dey. 

A  yerd  (he  had  enclofed  all  about 
With  flickes,  and  a  drie  diche  without. 
In  which  Ihe  had  a  cok  highte  Channtcclere, 
In  all  the  land  of  crQwing  n*as  his  pere : 
His  ▼oif  was  verier  than  the  mery  orgon  • 
On  DiaiTe  daics  that  in  the  chirches  gon  : 
Wcl  (ikcrer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logo 
Than  is  a  dok  or  any  abbey  orloge : 
By  nature  he  kncwe  cche  afcentioun 
Of  the  eqoinodial  in  thilke  toun,  *  • 

For  whan  degrees  fiftenc  were  afcended 
nian  crew  he  that  it  might  not  ben  amended. 

His  combe  was  redder  than  the  fin  corall, 
Eobattelled  as  it  were  a  caftel  wall; 
Hu  bill  was  black,  and  as  the  jet  it  (hone, 
Like  afnre  were  his  legges  and  his  tone. 
His  nailes  whiter  than  the  lily  flour. 
And  like  the  burned  gold  was  his  colour. 

This  gentil  cok  had  in  his  governance 
Scren  hennes  for  to  don  all  hb  pleiance. 
Which  were  his  fufters  and  his  paramoures. 
And  wonder  like  to  him  as  of  colonres. 
Of  which  the  faircil,  hewed  in  the  throte. 
Was  deped  faire  DamofcUe  Pertelote. 
Clirtcis  (he  was,  difcrcte,  and  dcbonaire, 
And  compcnablc,  and  bare  hirefelf  fo  faire, 
Sithen  the  day  that  (he  was  fevennight  old,     A 
That  trewelich  (he  hath  the  hertc  in  hold 
Of  Channteclere,  lokcn  in  every  lith  ; 
He  knrcd  hire  fo  that  wel  was  him  therwith : 
Bot  fwiche  a  joye  it  was  to  here  hem  (ing. 
Whan  that  the  brighte  Ibnne  gan  to  fpring. 
In  fwete  accord.  My  lefe  is  fare  in  lond. 

For  thilke  time,  as  I  have  underftond, 
Bcfies  and  briddes  conden  fpeke  and  (ing. 

And  fo  befell  that  in  a  dawenlng 
As  Chaunteclere  among  hii  wives  alle 
Sate  on  his  perche  that  was  in  the  halle. 
And  next  hun  fate  his  faire  Pertelote, 
This  Chaunteclere  gan  gronnen  in  his  throte 
A^  man  that  in  his  dreme  is  dretched  fore ; 
And  whan  that  Pertelote  thus  herd  him  rore 
She  was  agaft,  and  faide,  Herte  dere  ! 
What  aikth  you  to  grone  in  this  manerc  ? 
Y^  ben  a  vcray  (leper,  fjr  for  (hame ! 

And  he  anfwrercd  and  fayde  thus ;  Nfadame, 
I  pray  you  that  ye  take  it  n«t  agrefe ; 
By  God  me  mete  1  was  in  fwiche  mifchefe 
Right  now,  that  ye  min  herte  is  fore  afright. 
Moyr  Cvod  (quod  he)  my  fweven  recche  aright, 
And  kepe  my  body  out  of  fonle  prifoun. 

My  mcfe  how  that  1  romed  up  and  doim 
Within  our  yerde,  wher  as  I  faw  a  bcfte 
Was  like  an  hound,  and  wold  ban  made  arefte 
Upon  my  body,  and  ban  had  me  ded : 
Hit  (plow  was  bctwix  yelwe  and  red, 
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And  tipped  was  his  tail  and  both  his  eres 
With  black,  unlike  the  remenant  of  his  hcrcs : 
His  fnout  was  fmal,  with  glowing  cycn  twey ; 
Yet  for  his  lokc  almoft  for  fere  I  dey  : 
This  caufed  me  my  groning  doutelcs. 

Away,  quod  (he;  fy  on  you  hcrtcles! 
Alas!  quod  (he,  for  by  that  God  above 
Now  han  ye  loft  myn  herte  and  all  my  love  : 
I  cannot  love  a  coward  by  my  faith ; 
For  certes,  what  fo  any  woman  faith. 
We  al  deafen,  if  it  mighte  be. 
To  have  an  huibond  hardy,  wife,  and  free. 
And  fecree,  and  non  niggard  ne  no  fo  .!, 
Ne  him  that  is  agaft  of  every  tool, 
Ne  non  avantour  by  that  God  above. 
How  dorften  ye  for  (hame  fay  to  your  love 
That  any  thing  might  makcn  you  aferde  f 
Han  ye  no  manncs  herte  and  han  a  bcrde  ? 
Alas !  and  con  ye  ben  agaft  of  fwevenis  ? 
Nothing  but  vanitee,  God  wote,  in  fweven  is. 

Swevenes  engendren  of  repletions. 
And  oft  of  fume,  and  of  complexions. 
Whan  humours  ben  to  habundant  in  a  wight. 
Certes  this  dreme  which  ye  han  met  to-night 
Comet)i  of  the  grct  fuperfluitce 
Of  youre  rede  nlerm  parde. 
Which  caufeth  folk  to  dreden  in  hir  dremes 
Of  arwes,  and  of  fire  with  rede  lemes. 
Of  rede  beftes  that  they  wol  hem  bite. 
Of  conteke,  and  of  wafpes  grct  and  lite. 
Right  as  the  humour  of  melancolie 
Caufeth  ful  many  a  man  in  (Icpe  to  crie 
For  fere  of  holies  and  of  bcres  blake. 
Or  elles  that  blake  devils  wol  hem  take. 

Of  other  humours  coud  I  telle  alfo. 
That  werken  many  a  man  in  (Icpe  and  wo  ; 
But  I  wol  pa(fe  as  lightly  as  1  can. 

ho  Caton,  which  that  was  fo  wife  a  man. 
Said  he  not  thus  ?  Ne  do  no  force  of  dremes. 

Now,  «^ire,  quod  (he,  whan  we  flee  fro  the  hemes 
For  Goddcs  love  as  take  fom  laxatif : 
Up  peril  of  my  foul  and  of  my  lif 
I  confeil  you  the  heft,  I  wol  not  lie. 
That  both  of  coler  and  of  melancolie 
Ye  purge  vou;  and  for  ye  (hul  not  tarie. 
Though  in  this  toun  be  non  apotecarie, 
1  (hal  myfelf  two  herbes  techen  you 
That  (hal  be  for  your  hcle  and  for  your  prow. 
And  in  our  yerde  the  herbes  (hal  I  finde, 
The  which  han  of  hir  propretee  by  kinde 
To  purgen  you  benethe  and  eke  above. 
Sire,  forgete  not  this  for  Goddes  love ;    . 
Ye  ben  ful  colerike  of  complexion ; 
Ware  that  the  fonne  in  his  afcention 
Ne  finde  you  not  replete  of  humours  bote ; 
And  if  it  do  I  dare  wel  lay  a  grote 
That  ye  (hul  han  a  fever  tertiane. 
Or  elles  an  ague,  that  may  be  your  bane. 
A  day  or  two  ye  (hul  han  degeftives 
Of  wormcs  or  ye  tako  your  laxatives. 
Of  laureole,  centaurie,  and  fumetere. 
Or  elles  of  ellebor  that  groweth  there. 
Of  catapuce  or  of  gaitre  beries. 
Or  crbe  ive.  growing  in  our  yerd  that  mery  is) 
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Picke  hem  right  as  they  grow,  and  etc  hem  in. 
Beth  mery,  hulbond;  for  your  fader  kin 
Dredeth  no  dreme :  I  can  fay  you  no  more. 

Madame,  quod  he,  grand  mttty  of  your  lore ; 
But  natheles  as  touching  Dan  Caton, 
That  hath  of  wifdomc  fwiche  a  gret  renoun« 
Though  that  he  bade  no  dremei  for  to  drede^ 
By  God  men  moun  in  olde  bookes  rede 
Of  many  a  man  more  of  audoritec 
Than  ever  Caton  was,  fo  mote  I  the. 
That  all  the  revers  Ciyn  of  his  fetitence, 
And  han  wel  found.n  by  etperiencc 
That  drcmes  ben  iignifi^tions 
As  wel  of  joye  as  tribulations 
Tliat  folk  enduren  in  this  lif  prefent : 
Ther  nedetk  ntiake  of  this  non  argument ; 
The  veray  preveiheweth  it  indede. 

On  of  the  greteft  audouis  that  men  rede 
Saiththus,  that  whilom  twey  felawes  wente 
On  pilgrimage  in  a/ul  good  entente. 
And  happed  to  they  came  into  a  toun 
Wher  ther  was  fwiche  a  congrcgatioun 
Of  peple,  and  eke  fo  ftreit  of  herbergage, 
That  they  ne  founde  as  moche  as  a  cotage 
In  which  they  bothe  might  ylcwged  be, 
Wherfore  they  muften  of  necemte e; 
As  for  that  night,  departen  compagnie. 
And  eche  of  hem  goth  to  bis  hoftelrie. 
And  toke  his  logging  as  it  wolde  falle. 

That  on  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  Mle, 
Fcr  in  a  yard,  with  oxen  of  the  plough, 
That  other  man  was  logged  wel  ynough. 
As  was  his  aventure  of  his  fortune, 
That  us  govemeth  all,  a«  in  commune. 

And  fo  befeU-that  long  or  it  were  day 
This  man  met  in  his  bed  ther  as  he  lay 
How  that  his  felaw  gan  upon  him  calle, 
And  faid,  Alas!  for  in  an  ojes  dalle 
This  night  (hal  I  be  mordred  ther  I  lie  | 
Now  help  me,  dere  broker!  or  I  die : 
In  alle  hsifte  come  to  me,  he  faide. 

This  man  out  of  his  flepe  for  fere  abraidei 
But  whan  that  he  was  widced  of  his  flepe 
He  turned  him,  and  toke  of  this  no  kepe ; 
Him  thought  his  dreme  was  but  a  vanitee. 
Thus  twies  in  his  fleping  dremed  he. 

And  at  the  thridde  time  yet  his  felaw 
Came,  as  him  thought,  and  (aid,  I  now  afn  flaw; 
Behold  my  blody  woundes  depe  and  wide : 
Arife  up  erly  in  the  morwe  tide. 
And  at  the  weft  gate  of  the  toun  (quod  he) 
A  carte  ful  of  donge  ther  (halt  thou  fee» 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  priTely; 
Do  thilke  carte  arteften  boldely. 
My  gold  caufed  my  mord}^,  foth  to  lain  ( 
And  told  him  every  point  how  he  was  flain 
With  a  ful  pitous  face,  pale  of  hewe; 
And  trufteth  wel  his  dreme  he  found  ful  trewes 
^or  on  the  morwe  fone  as  it  was  day 
To  his  felawes  inne  he  toke  his  way. 
And  whan  that  he  came  to  thisozes  ftalk 
After  his  felaw  he  began  to  calle. 

The  hofteler  anfwcred  him  anon, 
An^  iiudei  Sire,  youf  fplaw  it  agon^ 


As  fone  as  day  be  w«nt  out  o£  the  t<mu 

This  man  gan  fallen  in  fuTpecmnn, 
Remembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette. 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  Icngtr  w^  he  lettc» 
Unto  the  weft  gau  of  the  toon,  and  fcmd    . 
A  dong  carte  as  it  went  for  to  dong  lond. 
That  was  arraied  in  the  lame  wife 
As  ye  han  hcrde  the  dede  noan  deriie. 
And  with  an  hatde  herte  he  gan  to  crie 
Vengeance  and  juftice  of  this  felonie; 
My  felaw  mordted  is  this  iame  night, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lith  gaping  upright. 
I  crie  out  on  the  minifters,  quod  he. 
That  fhulden  kepe  and  reulen  this  cttec : 
Harow  I  alas!  here  lith  my  felaw  flain. 

What  ihuld  1  more  unto  this  tale iatn? 
The  peple  out  ftert,  and  caft  the  cart  to  groun^ 
And  in  the  middel  of  the  dong  they  found 
The  dede  man  that  mordred  was  all  ntwc 

O  blishil  God!  that  art  fo  good  and  trewe» 
Lo,  how  that  thou  bewreyc^  mordre  alwmy  I 
Mordre  wol  out,  that  fee  we  day  by  day  : 
Mordre  is  fo  wlatfom  and  abhominable 
To  God,  that  is  fo  juft  and  refooabic. 
That  he  ne  wol  not  fufifre  it  hylled  be : 
Though  it  abide  a  yere,  or  two  or  three* 
Mordre  wol  oht;  this  is  my  cdnclufioon. 

And  right  anon  the  miniftres  of  the  toon 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  fo  fore  him  pined. 
And  eke  the  hofteler  fo  fore  engined. 
That  they  beknewe  hir  wickedneffe  anoB« 
And  were  anhanged  by  the  necke  bon. 

Here  moun  ye  fee  that  drettiesben  to  dcc^ 
And  certes  in  the  fame  book  I  rede, 
jfUght  in  the  next  chapitre  after  this, 
(I  gabbe  not,  fo  have  I  joye  and  blis) 
Two  men  that  wold  han  pafled  orer  the  fy^ 
For  certain  caufe,  in  to  a  fer  cootree. 
If  that  the  winde  ne  hadde  ben  contrarie. 
That  made  hem  in  a  dtee  for  to  tarie 
That  ftood  ful  mery  upon  a  haven  fide : 
But  on  a  day,  agein  the  even  tide. 
The  wind  gan  change,  and  blew  right  asliemlcft! 
Jolif  and  gUd  they  wenten  to  hir  reft. 
And  caften  hem  folaerly  for  to  (aile; 
But  to  that  o  man  fel  a  gret  merrailo. 

That  on  of  hem  in  fleping  as  he  lay 
He  mette  a  wonder  dreme  again  the  day : 
Him  thought  a  man  ftood  by  his  beddes  fide. 
And  him  conunanded  that  he  firald  abide. 
And  faid  him  thus;  If  thou  to^norwe  wende 
Thou  ftiak  be  dreint;  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.  f 

He  woke,  and  told  his  folaw  what  be  met. 
And  praied  him  his  Tiage  for  to  let; 
As  for  that  day  he  prayd  him  for  to  abide* 

His  fekw,  that  lay  by  hn  beddct  fide, 
Gan  for  to  laugh, and  fcomed  him  ful  fade; 
Ko  dreme,  quod  he,  may  fo  my  herte  agaft« 
That  I  wol  leten  for  to  do  my  thinges: 
I  fette  not  a  ftraw  by  thy  dreminges, 
For  fwevens  ben  butvanitees  and  Japes  s 
Men  dreme  al  day  of  oules  and  of  apes. 
And  eke  of  many  a  mafe  therwicbal; 
Men  dircnc  of  thinf;  th4^  acv^  frM  ^  W^ 
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Snt  fith  I  fee  that  ihtn  wol  there  abide, 
Aod  thos  f«riloBthcfi  wilfblly  fhy  tide, 
God  wot  it  reweth  fpe;  siid  hsve  good  day : 
And  thas  he  took  fait  lere,  and  went  hU  way. 

Bot  or  that  fae  faad  half  hit  court  yfailtd, 
ITtc  I  not  why  ne  what  niefchance  it  aikd, 
fiat  cafocOy  the  Ihippet  bottom  rente. 
And  fliip  and  man  under  the  water  weate 
In  fight  of  other  (hippes  ther  befide 
That  with  him  (ailed  at  the  fame  tide. 

And  therfore,  faire  Pertclote  fb  derc. 
By  fwiche  enlamplet  olde  matft  thoo  lere 
That  no  man  (holde  be  to  recchelet 
Of  dremes,  for  I  fay  thee  dontelet 
That  many  a  dreme  fol  fore  is  for  to  d^ede. 

Lo,  in  the  tif  of  Seint  Kenelme  I  rede. 
That  wat  Kennlphus  fone,  the  noMe  Kin|r 
Of  Mefcenrike,  how  Keiftkn  mcttc  a  thing. 
A  litel  or  he  were  mordred  on  a  day 
His  mordre  in  hit  avifion  he  fay; 
Hii  ooricc  him  expouned  every  del 
Hisfweren,  and  bade  him  for  to  kepe  him  wel 
Fro  treibn;  hot  he  n*at  but  feten  ycrc  old, 
And  th^ore  litel  tale  hath  he  tc^d 
Of  any  dreme,  fo  holy  wat  hit  herf  e. 
By  God  I  hadde  Icter  thin  my  flierte 
That  ye  had  red  his  legend  at  have  I. 

Dame  Pertelote,  I  fay  yon  trcwely, 
Macrobint,  thlt  writ  the  arifion 
h  Affrike  of  the  worthy  Sdpion, 
Afcmeth  dremet,  and  fayth  that  they  ben 
Warning  of  thifiget  that  men  after  feen, 

Aaf  forthermore,  1  pray  you  loketh  wel 
}n  The  Olde  Teftament  of  Daniel, 
If  he  held  dremea  any  vanitee. 

Rede  eke  of  Jofeph,  and  ther  (huln  ye  fee 
Whcr  dremes  ben  fomtime  (I  hy  not  alle) 
Warning  of  thinget  that  fhnln  after  falle. 

Loke  of  Egipt  the  king,  Dan  Pharao, 
Hit  baker  and  hit  boteler  alfo, 
Wheder  they  ne  felten  mm  effed  in  dremet. 
Who  fo  wol  fekeo  adet  of  fondry  remet 
^y  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thing. 

Lo  Crefut,  wfasch  that  wat  of  Lydie  king, 
Mctte  he  not  that  he  fitt  upon  a  tree  ? 
Which  figmfied  he  fiinld  anhanged  be.  * 

I/>  hire  Adromacha,  FJedoret  wif. 
That  day  that  Hedor  ihuMe  lefe  his  lif. 
She  dremed  on  the  fame  nighte  befome 
How  that  the  Hf  of  Hedor  flrald  be  lome 
If  thiike  day  be  went  iiito  bataille ; 
She  warned  him,  but  it  might  not  availle; 
He  went  forth  for  to  fiehten  nathelet. 
And  wat  yflain  anop  of  Achilles. 

But  thiike  tale  is  al  to  long  to  telle, 
And  eke  it  b  nigh  day,  I  may  not  dweUe. 
Shortly  I  fay,  ts  for  condnfion. 
That  I  ihal  haft  of  thit  aTifion 
AdTcHitee ;  and  I  fay  forthermore, 
That  I  oe  tell  of  laiatiyet  no  ftore. 
For  thty  ben  yenimous,  I  wot  it  wel ! 
}  hem  deffie;  1  love  hem  never  a  del. 

But  let  U9  fpcke  of  mirthe,  and  faints  aD  this. 
l^iMtoe  Fendptc,  fe  b&Tc  I  b)zt, 


Of  o  thing  God  hath  fctnt  me  brge  grace, 

For  whan  I  fee  the  beantiee  of  your  ^ce» 

Ye  ben  fo  fcartet  red  about  your  eyen, 

It  maketh  all  ifty  drede  for  to  dies  ; 

For  al  fo  fiker  at  Ufrimiph 

MvlUr  eft  hominu  cmfufiv^ 

(Madame,  the  fentence  of  thit  Latine  t«. 

Woman  it  mamie*  joye  and  mannet  blit;) 

For  whan  I  fele  a-night  your  ibfte  fide, 

Al  be  it  that  I  may  not  on  you  ride 

For  that  our  perche  it  made  io  narwe,  alat! 

I  am  fo  ful  of  joye  and  of  folat 

That  1  deffie  bodie  fweven  and  dreme. 

And  with  that  word  he  flew  doun  fro  the  beffl^ 
For  it  was  day,  and  eke  hit  hennet  alle. 
And  with  a  chuk  he  gan  hem  for  to  caHe, 
For  he  had  found  a  corn  lay  in  the  yerd. 
Real  he  was,  he  wat  no  more  aferd ; 
He  fethered  Pertclote  twenty  time. 
And  trade  hire  eke  at  oft,  er  it  wat  prime  r 
He  loketh  at  it  were  a  grim  leoun. 
And  on  hit  toot  he  rometh  up  and  doun ; 
Him  deigned  not  to  fet  hit  feet  to  ground  ; 
He  chukketh,  whan  he  hath  a  com  yfbund. 
And  to  him  rennen  than  hit  wivet  alle. 

Thus  real  at  a  prince  it  in  his  halle 
Leve  I  thit  Chauntedere  in  hit  pafture. 
And  after  wol  1  till  his  aventure. 

Whan  that  the  month  in  which  the  world  beg^k^ 
That  highte  March,  whan'Ood  firfl  maked  man^ 
Was  complete,  and  ypaflcd  were  alfo 
Sithen  March  ended  thritty  dayes  and  two. 
Befell  that  Chaunteclere  in  all  his  pride. 
His  feven  wives  walkiiK  him  befidc, 
Cafl  up  hrs  eyen  to  the  Drighte  fonnc. 
That  in  the  figne  of  Taurus  hadde  yronne 
Twenty  degrees  and  dn,  and  fomwhat  more  \ 
He  knew'  by  kind,  and  by  ion  other  lore. 
That  it  was  prime,  and  crew  with  bHsfnl  flevelU 
The  fonne,  he  faid,  is  domben  up  on  heven 
Twenty  degrees  and  on,  and  more  ywit; 
Madame  Pertclote,  my  worldes  blis, 
Herkeneth  thife  blisful  briddes  how  they  fing^ 
And  fee  the  trcfhe  flouret  how  they  fpring; 
Ful  it  min  herte  of  revel  and  of  folat. 
But  fodenly  him  fell  a  forweful  cat. 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joye  is  wo ; 
God  wote  that  worldly  joye  is  fone  ago; 
And  if  a  rcthor  coude  foire  endlte 
He  in  a  chronicle  might  it  faufly  write 
As  for  a  foveraine  notabilitee. 

Now  every  wife  man  let  him  herken  me  ? 
This  fiory  is  al  fo  trewe,  I  undertake. 
As  is  the  book  of  Launcelot  du  Lake, 
That  women  holde  in  ful  gret  reverence, 
Now  wol  I  tume  agen  to  my  fentence. 

A  col  fox,  ftd  of  %eigh  itiiquitee. 
That  in  the  grove  &ad  wonned  yeret  three^ 
By  high  imagination  forecall, 
The  £ime  night  thurghout  the  hegget  braf^ 
Into  the  yerd  ther  Chaunteclere  the  falre 
Wat  wont,  and  eke  his  wives,  to  repiire. 
And  in  a  beddc  of  wortcs  flille  he  Uy 
Till  it  wfts  paflb;!  ondnn  of  the  day, 
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Waiting  hU  time  on  Chaunteclcrc  to  falle, 
As  gladly  don  thife  homicides  alle 
That  in  await  liggen  to  mordre  men. 

O  falfc  mordcrour!  rucking  in  thy  den, 
O  ncwc  Scariot,  ncwc  Gcnelon! 
O  falfe  diffimtilour,  o  Greek  Sinon! 
That  broaghteft  Troyc  al  utterly  to  forwc, 

0  Chaunteclete!  accurfcdbe  Ae  morwe  . 
That  thou  into  thy  yerd  flew  tro  the  hemes; 
Thou  were  ful  wcl  ywained  by  thy  dremes 
That  thilke  day  was  perilous  to  thee : 

But  what  that  God  forewote  moft  nedei  be. 
After  the  opinion  of  certain  clerkes, 
Witneife  on  him  that  any  parfit  dak  i«. 
That  in  fcole  is  gret  altercation 
In  this  matcre  and  gret  difputifon. 
And  hath  ben  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men  : 
But  I  ne  cannot  boult  it  to  the  bren. 
As  can  {he  holy  Dodour  Auguftin, 
Or  Boece,  or  the  bifhop  Bradwardin, 
Whether  that  Goddes  worthy  forewcting 
Streineth  me  ncde»y  for  to  don  a  thing, 
(Neddy  clcpe  I  iiraple  ncceflitee) 
Or  elles  if  free  chois  be  granted  me 
To  do  that  fame  thing  or  do  it  nought. 
Though  God  forcwot  it  or  that  it  was  wrought. 
Or  if  his  weting  ftreineth  never  a  del 
But  by  neceflitee  (;ondicioneL 

1  wol  not  han  to  don  of  fwiche  matere; 
My  Talc  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  here. 
That  took  his  confcil  of  his  wif  with  forwc 
To  walken  in  the  yerd  upon  the  morwe 
That  he  had  met  the  dreme,  as  I  you  told. 
Womennes  confeiles  ben  ful  often  cold; 
Womenncs  confeil  brought  us  firft  to  wo, 
And  made  Adam  fro  Par  ad  is  to  go, 
Ther  as  he  was  ful  mcry  and  wel  at  e{e : 
But  for  I  n'ot  to  whom  I  might  difplefa 

If  I  confeil  of  women  wolde  blame, 

Paife  over,  for  1  faid  it  in  my  game. 

Rede  audours  where  they  tretc  of  fwiche  matere. 

And  what  they  fayn  of  women  ye  mown  here. 

Thife  ben  the  Cokkes  wordes  and  not  mine  ; 

I  can  non  harme  of  no  woman  devine. 

Faire  in  the  fond,  to  bath  hire  mcrily, 
Lith  Pertclote,  and  all  hire  fufters  by, 
Agcin  the  fonne,  and  Chauntcclere  fo  free 
Sang  merrier  than  the  mermaid  in  the  fee. 
For  Phifiologus  fayth  fikerly 
How  that  they  (ingen  wel  and  merily^ 

And  fo  befell  that  as  he  cad  his  eye 
Among  the  wortes  on  a  botcrflie 
He  was  ware  of  this  fox  that  lay  ful  low  : 
Nothing  ne  lift  him  thaune  for  to  crow. 
But  cried  anoi^  Cok,  cok,  and  up  he  fterte 
As  man  that  was  affraied  in  his  herte ; 
For  naturally  a  beeft  defircth  flee 
Fro  his  contrarie  if  he  may  it  fee. 
Though  he  never  erft  had  fcen  it  with  his  eye. 

This  Chauntcclere,  whan  he  gan  him  efpie. 
He  wold  han  fled,  but  that  the  fox  anon 
Said,  Gentil  Sire,  alas!  what  wol  ye  don? 
Be  ye  aifraid  of  me  that  am  your  frend  ? 
Now  ccrtcs  J  were  wcrfc  thai  any  fend 


If  I  to  you  wold  harme  or  vilante. 

I  n*am  not  come  your  confeil  to  efpie. 

But  trewely  the  caufe  of  my  coming 

Was  only  for  to  herken  how  ye  fing. 

For  trewely  ye  han  as  mcry  a  fteven 

As  any  angel  hath  that  is  in  heven, 

Therwith  ye  han  of  muflke  more  feling 

Than  had  Boece,  or  any  that  can  (ing. 

My  Lord,  your  fader  (God  his  foulc  bleffc) 

And  eke  your  moder  of  hiregentillefle 

Han  in  myn  hous  ybcn,  to  my  gret  efe. 

And  certes.  Sire,  ful  fain  wold  1  you  plc^ 

But  for  men  fpeke  of  fingen,  1  wol  fey. 

So  mote  t  brouken  wel  min  eyen  twey. 

Save  you  ne  herd  I  never  man  fo  (ing 

As  did  your  fader  in  the  morwening : 

Certes  it  was  of  herte  all  that  he  fong  : 

'And  for  to  make  his  nois  the  more  ftrong 

He  wold  fo  peine  him,  that  with  both  his  eyen 

He  mufte  winke,  fo  loude  he  walde  cricn. 

And  ftonden  on  his  tiptoon  therwithal. 

And  ftretchen  forth  his  necke  long  and  basd. 

And  eke  he  was  of  fwiche  difcrction. 

That  ther  n*as  no  man  in  no  region 

That  him  in  fong  or  wifdoiq  mightc  pafle, 

I  have  wel  red  in  Dan  Bumel  the  afle 

Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  cok 

That  for  a  preeftes  fone  yave  him  a  knok 

Upon  his  leg,  while  he  yr9»  yoqge  and  nice» 

He  made  him  for  to  lefe  his  benefice  ; 

But  certain  ther  is  no  comparifon 

Betwix  the  wifdom  and  difcretion 

Of  youi  fader  and  his  fubtilitee. 

Now  fingeth.  Sire,  for  Seint  Charitee  :       •  * 

Let  fee,  can  ye  your  fader  counterfete? 

This  Chauntcclere  his  winges  gan  to  bete^ 
As  man  that  coud  not  his  trefon  efpie. 
So  was  he  ravilhed  with  his  flaterie. 

Alas !  ye  lordes,  many  a  falfe  flatonr 
Is  in  your  court,  and  many  a  lofengeour. 
That  plefcth  you  wcl  more,  by  my  fsith. 
Than  he  that  fothfaftnefle  unto  you  laith, 
Rcdeth  Ecclefiaft  of  flaterie  : 
Beth  ware,  ye  lordes,  of  hire  trecherie. 

This  Chaimteclcre  flood  high  upon  his  too% 
Streching  his  necke,  and  held  his  eyen  cloos 
And  gan  to  crowen  loude  for  the  nones ; 
And  Dan  Ruflcl  the  fox  ftcrt  up  at  ones. 
And  by  the  gargat  hente  Chauntcclere, 
And  on  his  back  toward  the  wood  him  here. 
For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him  fued. 

O  defltnee  !  that  maift  not  ben  cfchued, 
Alas  that  Chauntcclere  flew  fro  the  hemes  t 
Alas,  his  wif  ne  raughte  not  of  dremes ! 
And  on  a  Friday  fel  all  this  mefchance. 

O  Venus !  that  art  goddefle  of  PIciancc, 
Sin  that  thy  iervant  was  this  Chaunteclcre, 
And  in  thy  fervice  did  aU  his  powere. 
More  for  delit  than  world  to  multiplie. 
Why  wolt  thou  fufli*e  him^n  thy  day  to  die  ? 

O  Gaufride,  dere  maifter  foverain ! 
That  whan  thy  worthy  King  Richard  was  flatn 
With  fliot  complainedeft  his  deth  fo  fore. 
Why  ne  had  I  now  thy  fcicncc  ,»Qd  thy  lorq 
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Hie  Friday  for  to  chiden  as  did  ye  ?  •»• 

(For  on  a  Friday  fothly  flain  was  he) 
Then  wold  I  fljcw  you  how  that  1  coud  plaine 
For  Cbauntecleres  drede  and  for  his  paine. 

Ccrtes  fwiche  cry  nc  lamcntatlcn 
Wu  never  of  ladies  made  whan  Ilion 
Wn  wonne,  aad  Pimis  with  ftrcitc  fwcrd. 
When  he  had  hen  King  Priam  by  the  herd 
Ami  flaio  him,  (as  faith  us  EniJosJ 
As  maden  all  the  hennes  in  the  doos 
Whan  they  had  feen  of  Channteclere  the  fight; 
Bbi  fovcrainly  Dame  Pertelotc  fiiright 
Ful  louder  xhzjk  did  Hafdruballes  wif 
WTun  that  hire  huibond  haddc  yloft  his  lif, 
And  that  the  Romaines  hadden  brent  Cartage; 
She  was  fo  ful  of  turment  and  of  rage 
That  wilfully  into  the  fire  fhe  ftertc. 
And  krent  hire  felvcn  with  a  fbcdfafl  hcrtc* 

0  woful  hennes  !  right  fo  criden  yc 
Ai  whan  that  Nero  brcnte  the  citce 
Of  Rome  cried  the  Senatoures  wives 
For  that  hir  hufbonds  loflen  alle  hir  lives* 
Withoaten  gilt  this  Nero  hath  hem  flain. 

Now.wol  I  tnme  unto  my  Talc  again. 
The  fely  widewe  and  hire  doughtxen  two 
Harden  thefc  hennes  crie  and  raaken  wo, 
And  out  at  the  dores  flerten  they  anon, 
Andfaw  the  fox  toward  the  wode  is  gon, 
I  And  bare  upon  his  back  the  cok  away  : 
They  cricden  out  Harow  and  wala  wa  I 
A  ha  the  fox !  and  after  him  they  ran, 
And  eke  with  flaves  many  an  other  man ; 
llan  CoUc  our  dogge,  and  Talbot  and  Gerlond, 
And  Malkin,  with  hire  diflaf  in  hire  bond  ; 
Ran  cow  and  calf  ;  and  eke  the  veray  hogges 
So  fcrcd  were  for  barking  of  the  doggcs, 
And  ihoutbg  of  the  men  and  women  eke, 
They  ronnan  fb  hem  thought  hir  hertes  brekc ; 
Thtyy^licden  as  fendes  don  in  helle ; 
Tbcdokes  crieden  as  men  wold  hem  quelle: 
Thegccf  for  fere  flcwen  over  the  trees, 
Out  of  the  hive  came  the  fwarmc  of  bees. 
So  hidous  was  the  noife,  a  beMedUiU  / 
Ccrtes  he  Jakke  Straw  and  his  mcinie 
Nc  maden  never  (houtes  half  fo  ftirille, 
"V^Tian  that  they  wolden  any  Fleming  killc, 
Asthilkc  day  was  made  upon  the  fox. 
Of  bras  they  broughten  beemes  and  of  box, 
Of  horn  and  bone,  in  which  they  blew  and  pouped. 
And  thcrwithal  they  fhriked  and  they  houped ; 
It  femed  as  that  the  heven  fhulde  falle. 

Now,  goode  men,  I  pray  you  herkeneth  alle : 
Lohow  Fortune  tomtth  fodcnly 
The  hope  and  pride  eke  of  hire  enemy  ! 
Thii  cok  that  lay  upon  the  foxcj  bake, 
la  all  his  dr^  unto  the  fox  he  fpake, 
And  fayde ;  Sire,  if  that  I  were  as  ye 
"ct  wold  I  fain,  (as  wifly  God  help  me) 


Tumeth  agein,  ye  proude  chcrles  alle, 
A  very  pdlilence  upon  you  falle  : 
Now  I  am  come  unto  the  wodes  fide, 
Maugre  your  bed  the  cok  (hal  here  abide ; 
I  wol  him  ete  in  faith,  and  that  anon. 

The  fox  anfwercd,in  faith  it  fhal  be  don; 
And  as  he  fpake  the  word  al  fodenly 
The  cok  brake  from  his  mouth  deliverly. 
And  high  upon  a  tree  he  flew  anon.  ^ 

And  whan  the  fox  faw  that  the  cok  was  goo, 
Alas!  quod  he,  o  Chaunteclerc,alas! 
I  have  (quod  he)  ydon  to  you  trcfpas. 
In  as  moche  as  I  maked  you  aferd 
Whan  I  you  hente  and  brought  out  of  your  yenJ 
But,  Sire,  I  did  it  in  no  wikke  entente  : 
Come  doun,  and  I  fhal  tell  you  what  I  mente  : 
I  fhal  fay  fethe  to  you,  God  helpjc  me  fo. 

Nay  than  quod  he,  1  fhrewe  us  bothe  two  y 
And  firfl  I  fhrewe  myfelf  bothe  blood  and  bones 
If  thou  begile  me  oftener  than  ones : 
Thou  fhalt  no  more  thurgh  thy  flateric 
Do  me  to  fing  and  winkcn  with  mine  eye. 
For  be  that  winketh  whan  he  fhulde  fee, 
Al  wilfully,  God  let  him  never  the. 

Nay,  quod  the  fox,  but  God  ycve  him  mefchance 
That  is  fo  indifcrete  of  governance 
1  hat  jaixglcth  whan  that  he  fhuld  hold  his  pecs. 

Lo,  which  it  is  for  to  be  reccheles 
And  negligent,  and  truft  on  fiatcrie. 
But  ye  that  holden  this  Tale  a  folic. 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  or  hen, 
Taketh  the  moralitee  theroi,  good  men; 
For  Seint  Poule  fayth,  that  all  that  writcn  is 
To  our  dodrine  it  is  ywriten  y  wis. 
Taketh  the  fruit,  and  let  the  chaf  be  flillc. 

Now,  goode  Gcd,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille. 
As  fayth  my  I<ord,  fo  make  us  all  good  mai. 
And  bring  us  to  thy  high  bliffe.  Amem 

Sire  Nonnes  Prccft,  our  Hofle  fayd  anon, 
YblefTcd  be  thy  breche  and  every  fton ; 
This  was  a  mcry  Tale  of  Chaunteclere  : 
But  by  my  trouthc  if  thou  wcrcfcculerc 
Thou  woldefl  ben  a  tredefoule  a  right. 
For  if  thou  have  coragc  as  thou  haft  might 
1  hcc  were  nedc  of  hennes,  as  I  wcne. 
Ye  mo  than  feven  times  fevcntene. 
Se  whiche  braunes  hath  this  gentil  Prccfl, 
So  gret  a  neck,  and  fwiche  a  large  brceft 
He  loketh  as  a  fparhauk  with  his  eyen  : 
Him  nedeth  not  his  colour  for  to  dien 
With  Brafil  ne  with  grain  of  Portingale, 

But,  Sire,  faire  falle  you  for  your  Tale, 
And  aifter  that  he  with  ful  mcry  cherc 
Sayd  to  another  as  ye  fbulea  here 
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ikt  mitiiftrc  and  the  norke  imto  vices, 
"Which  thmt  men  depe  in  EngUfli  Ideineffe^ 
That  porter  at  the  gate  i«  of  Dclicet, 
To  efchuen,  and  by  hire  contrary  hire  opjirefle^ 
That  ia  to  (s[in,  by  lefal  bcfincfle. 
Wei  oughte  we  to  don  at  our  entente; 
JLeft  that  the  fend  thnrgh  idelnefle  ut  hente; 

For  he  that  with  his  thoufand  conies  flis 
Coatiottelly  ns  waiteth  to  be  clappe» 
Whan  he  may  man  tn  idelnefle  efpie. 
He  can  fe  lightly  cacche  him  in  hu  trappe. 
Til  that  a  man  be  heat  right  by  the  lappe 
He  n'is  not  ware  the  fend  hath  hinl  in  hond : 
Wei  ought  us  wcrche  and  iddncffe  wlthftond. 

And  though  mep  draddcn  never  for  to  die. 
Vet  fee  men  wd  by  refon  douteles 
That  idelnefle  is  rote  of  flogardie. 
Of  which  ther  never  cometh  no  good  eacroet^ 
And  fee  that  fiouth  holdcth  hem  in  a  lees. 
Only  to  flepe  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke. 
And  to  devooren  aXt  that  other  fwinke. 

And  for  to  po<  us  from  fwiche  idelneflcy 
That  cauie  is  of  gret  confiifion, 
I  have  here  don  my  feithful  befinefle. 
After  the  legende,  in  tranflation 
Right  of  thy  ^orioos  lif  and  paffion. 
Thou  with  thy  gerlond  wrought  of  ro£c  and  lilie^ 
Thee  mene  I,  maid  and  martir,  Seinu  Cecilie, 

And  thou,  that  arte  floure  of  virgines  all. 
Of  whom  that  Bernard  lifl  Co  wel  to  write. 
To  thee  at  my  beginning  firft  I  call. 
Thou  comfort  of  us  wretches,  do  me  endite 
Thy  maidens  deth,  that  was  thurgh  hire  merite 
The  eternal  lif,  and  over  the  fend  vidoric. 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hire  ftorie. 

Thou  malde  and  mother,  doughter  of  thy  iop. 
Thou  wel  of  mercy,  finful  fouks  cure* 
In  whom  that  God  of  bountee  chees  to  woo; 
Thou  humble  and  high  over  every  creature. 
Thou  nobledeft  fo  fer  forth  our  nature. 
That  no  difdaine  the  maker  had  of  kinde 
His  fon  in  blood  and  flefli  to  clothe  and  winde« 

Within  the  cloyftre  blisful  of  thy  fides 
Toke  mannes  fliape  the  eternal  Love  and  Pees, 

;  •The  life  and  death  ofSaiot  Cecily.  Ip. 


That  of  the  trine  compas  Lord  and  guide  it, 
Whom  £rtfae,  and  (ec^  and  heven,  out  of  reUeei 
Ay  herien  ;  and  thou  virgtne  wemmcles 
Bare  of  thy  body  (and  dwelteft  maiden  part) 
The  Creatour  of  every  creature. 

Aflembled  in  thee  magnificence 
With  mercy  goodnefle,  and  with  fwiche  piter, 
That  thou  that  art  the  fonne  of  excellence. 
Not  only  helpeft  hem  thai  praien  thee. 
But  oftet^time  of  thy  benignkee 
Ful  freely,  or  that  men  thw  hdpe  beicdie, 
Thou  goeft  befome  and  art  hir  live*  leche. 

Now  hcipe,  thou  meke  and  blisful  £ure  ooiA 
Me  flamed  wretch,  in  this  defcrt  of  gallc; 
Thinkc  on  the  woman  Cananec,  that  (aide 
That  wheipes  eten  fom  of  the  cromes  alie 
That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  yfedk  ; 
And  though  that  I,  unworthy  fbac  of  Eve, 
Be  finful,  yet  accepteth  my  faelcve. 

And  for  that  fekh  is  dcd  withouten  weckcs, 
So  for  to  werken  yeve  me  wit  and  i^pace 
ThjU  I  be  quit  from  thennes  that  moft  defke  is 
O  thou  !  that  art  fo  faire  and  ful  of  grace. 
Be  thou  min  advocat  ia  diat  high  pbce, 
Ther  as  withouten  ende  is  ibo^e  Oianne, 
Thou  Cnftes  mother,  doughter  dcre  of  Anne. 

And  of  thy  light  my  foule  io  prifon  light. 
That  troubled  is  by  the  conugi<Hi 
Of  my  body,  and  alfo  by  die  wight 
Of  erthly  kift  and  falfe  affeaioo  : 
O  haven  of  refute  !  o  lalvation 
Of  hem  that  ben  in  fbrwe  and  in  diftrefle! 
Now  help,  for  to  my  wcrk  1  wol  me  dredb 

Yet  pray  I  you  that  reden  that  I  write 
Forycve  me  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  ftorie  lubtilly  to  endite  ; 
For  both  have  I  the  wordes  and  fentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  Ceintes  reverence 
The  ftorie  wrote,  and  folowedbire  legende. 
And  pray  you  that  ye  wol  my  werk  amende. 

Firi^  wol  I  you  tlhe  name  of  Seintc  Cedlie 
Ezpoune,  as  n^en  may  ia  hire  ftorie  tec  s 
It  is  to  iayn  in  Englifh,  Hevens  lilie. 
For  pure  chaftnefTe  of  virginitee. 
Or  for  file  whitnefie  had  of  honeftee. 
And  grene  of  confclence,  and  of  good  hme 
The  fwotc  iavour,  Lilic  was  hire  i 
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(k  Cecde  U  to  ftyn,  Tlie  way  to  blind*, 
tor  ihe  eofkinple  wm  Vy  good  teching, 
iOr  dks  Ccdlie,  m  I  writ«a  iode, 
til  jnoed  bf  »  rnaoer  conjoining 
lOf  hcvcn  ind  Xm,  and  here  in  figuring 
l}tc  hetttk  is  fct  for  thought  of  holincfle, 
isALkior  hire  UAing  oeiiBclIe. 

Cedlie  may  cko  be  layd  in  this  mancre, 
Vmiog  of  blindnefle,  for  hire  gretc  light 
Of  ^iocc,  and  lor  hire  thewet  clere ; 
Or  eOn  lo  thia  maiden!  name  bright 
Of  brren  and  L*m  comcth,  for  which  by  rieht 
lien  might  hire  wel  tho  hcTen  of  peple  odky 
hbosjk  of  good  and  wife  werket  alle. 
!  Fw  Lm  peple  in  Engliih  is  to  (ay  : 
iAod  right  as  men  may  in  the  heven  ic« 
^bmt  and  mooe,  and  ftefres,  every  way, 
fcgfatla  men  goftly,  in  this  maiden  free 
%m<M  of  £uth  the  mag.ianimitee, 
Asdeke  the  clcrenelTe  hole  of  iapience, 
>Acd  foodry  werkes  bright  of  excellence. 

Aad  right  fo  as  thife  pholofophres  write, 
tilt  hnnai  is  iwift  and  round,  and  eke  brenning, 
lifia  fe  was  Cure  CedUe  thewhite 
Ni  fvift  and  befy  in  every  good  werking, 
hi  raand  an!  hole  in  good  perfcvcriBg, 
Ld  Vrenning  erer  in  charitiee  fnl  bright. 
%9m  have  I  you  delcared  what  (he  bight.  * 

This  maiden  bright  Cccile,  as  hire  life  faith, 
^as  come  of  Romaines  and  noble  kind, 
M  from  bite  cradle  foflred  in  the  faith 
Df  Crift,  and  baft  his  gofpel  in  hire  mind : 
B<  ncTcrceied,  as  I  writen  find, 
Df  hire  praycre,  and  Ood  to  love  anddrede, 
iciedong  him  to  kepe  hire  maidenhede. 

And  whao  thb  maiden  fliuld  nntil  a  man 
Tveddcd  be  that  was  ful  yonge  of  age, 
vyd  that  ydcped  was  Valerian, 
Ac4  4sf  was  comen  of  hire  marriage, 
^  ht\  devout  and  humble  in  hire  corage, 
leader  hire  robe  of  gokl,  that  hi  ful  faire 
Sad  neit  hire  fleih  ydaid  hire  in  an  haire. 

And  while  that  the  organs  maden  melodie 
^0  God  alone  thus  in  hire  hert  feng  (he ; 
0  Lord'!  my  (bule  and  eke  my  bodie  gie 
l^Bwcmmed,  left  that  I  confounded  be. 
Aad  for  his  love  that  died  upon  the  tree 
Ivcfy  feeoed  or  tbridde  day  (he  fisft, 
AyMting  in  hire  orifons  ftil  faft. 

Tht  oi^  came,  and  to  bed  muft  flie  goil 
Vdb  hire  kidboad,  as  it  is  the  raanere, 
Aad  privdy  fte  fiud  to  him  anon ; 
0  iWete  and  wel  beloved  fyo^e  dere ! 
Tkrii  a  confeil,  and  ye  wol  it  here, 
^^^ichthat  right  (ayn  I  wold  unto  you  (aie, 
lo  dat  ye  fwcre  ye  wol  it  not  bewraie. 

Valerian  gan  hSt  unto  hire  fwere 
^^  for  BO  MS  ne  thing  that  mirhte  be 
He  {kolde  never  to  non  bcwraien  here ; 
Aad  dan  at  erft  thus  to  him  (aide  (he  ; 
Ib^  an  angel  which  that  loveth  me, 
,  Thw  witbgret  love  wher  fo  I  wake  or  flepc 

brtdy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe  : 
A2)d  if  that  he  may  felen  out  of  drede 

*^  yc  me  toudi  or  love  in  vilanie) 
3 


He  right  anon  wol  dcen  you  with  the  dede, 
And  in  your  youthe  thus  ye  ihulden  die  ; 
And  if  that  ye  in  dene  bve  me  gie. 
He  wol  you  love  as  nte  for  your  dencneffc. 
And  (hew  to  you  his  joye  and  his  brightnedc^ 

This  Valerian,  corrcAcd  as  God  wold, 
Anfwered  again ;  If  1  flial  truftcn  thee 
Let  me  that  angel  ken  and  him  behold. 
And  if  that  it  a  veray  angel  be. 
Than  wol  I  don  as  thou  haft  prayed  me ; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man,  forfothe 
Right  with  this  fwerd  then  wol  I  flee  you  bothe. 

Cecile  anfwerd  anon  right  in  this  Wife  : 
U  that  you  lift  the  aagd  (hul  you  My 
So  that  ye  trowe  on  Crift,  and  you  baptife  : 
Oo  forth  to  Via  Apia,  (^uod  (be) 
That  fro.  thii  toun  ne  flbaot  but  miles  three. 
And  to  the  poure  folkes  that  thcr  dwellen 
Say  hem  right  thus  as  ckat  1  (hal  yon  telkn*  . 

Tell  hem  that  I  Cecile  you  to  hem  fent 
To  fticwen  you  the  good  Urban  the  old. 
For  fecree  nedes  and  for  good  entent } 
And  whan  that  ye  Scint  Urban  lian  behold. 
Tell  him  the  wordes  whiche  1  to  you  told  : 
And  whan  that  he  hath  purged  yon  fro  (mne 
Than  (hal  ye  leen  that  angel  ere  ye  twinne« 

Valerian  it  to  the  place  gon. 
And  right  as  he  was  taught  by  hire  ler::ing 
He  fond  this  holy  old  Urban  anon 
Among  the  feintes  boriels  louting ) 
'And  he  anon  withouten  tarying 
Did  his  meCage,  and  whan  that  he  it  tolde 
Urban  for  joye  his  hondcs  gan  upholde. 

The  teres  from  his  eyen  let  he  falle ; 
Almighty  Lord,  o  Jefu  Crift  !  quod  he. 
Sower  of  chaft  confeil,  hierde  of  us  aUe, 
The  fruit  of  thilk  feede  of  chaftitee 
That  thou  haft  fow  in  Cecile  take  to  thee :    . 
Lo,  like  a  befy  bee  withouten  gile 
Thee  fcrveth  ay  thin  owen  thral  Cecile. 

For  thilk  fpoule  that  (he  toke  but  newe, 
Ful  like  a  fitfts  kon,  (he  fendeth  here 
As  meke  as  ever  was  any  lamb  or  ewe. 
And  with  that  word  anon  ther  gan  apere 
An  old  man  clad  in  white  clothes  clere. 
That  had  a  book  with  letters  of  gold  in  bond. 
And  gan  befome  Valerian  to  ftond. 

Vakriao  as  ded  fell  doun  for  drede 
Whan  he  him  faw,  and  he  up  bent  him  tho. 
And  on  his  book  right  thus  he  gan  to  rede  : 
On  Lord,  on  fiuth,on  God  withouten  mo. 
On  Criftendom,  and  fader  of  all  alTo 
Aboven  all,  and  over  all  every  wher. 
Thife  wordes  all  with  gold  ywriten  were. 

Whan  this  was  red,  than  (aid  this  olde  man^ 
Leveft  thou  this  thing  or  no  ?  fay  ye  or  nay. 
I  leve  all  this  thing,  quod  Valerian, 
For  fother  thing  than  this  1  dare  wel  (ay 
Under  the  heven  no  wight  thinken  may. 
Tho  vanifhed  the  olde  mui  he  n*ifte  wher. 
And  Pope  Urban  him  criflened  right  ther.  • 

Valerian  goth  home,  and  fint  Cecilie 
Within  his  chambre  with  an  angel  ftondc  : 
This  angel  had  of  rofes  and  of  lilie 
Corones  two,  the  which  he  bare  in  hond^ 
And  fi^ft  to  CccUe,  at  I  undcrftonde  * 
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He  yaf  that  on,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian  hire  make, . 

With  body  clcnc  and  wrth  unwemmed  thought 
Kepeth  ay  wel  thife  corones  two,  quod  he. 
From  Paradis  to  you  I  have  hem  brought, 
Ne  never  mb  ne  (hoi  they  roten  be, 
Nc  lefe  hir  fwete  favour,  tniftcth  me, 
Ne  never  wight  ihal  fcen  hem  with  his  eye. 
But  he  be  chaftc  and  hate  vilanie. 

And  thou,  Vsderian,  for  thou  fo  fone 
Affcntcdeft  to  good  confeil,  alfo  • 
Say  what  thee  lift  and  thou  fhalt  han  thy  bone 
I  have  a  brother,  quod  Valerian  tho, 
That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  fo, 
I  pray  you  that  my  brother  may  have  grace 
To  know  the  trouth,  as  I  do  in  this  place* 

The  angel  fayd,  God  likcth  thy  rcqucft. 
And  bothe  with  the  palme  of  martirdome 
Ye  fliuUen  come  unto  this  blifeful  reft ; 
And  with  that  word  Tiburce  his  brother  coihc. 
And  whan  that  he  the  favour  undcrnome^ 
Wnich  that  the  rofes  and  the  lilies  caft, 
Within  his  hertc  he  gan  to  wonder  faft. 

And  faid ;  I  wonder  this  time  of  the  yere 
Whencs  that  fwete  favour  cometh  fo 
Of  rofes  and  lilies  that  I  fmelle  here. 
For  though  I  had  hem  min  hondcs  two' 
The  fkvour  might  in  me  no  dcper  go  i 
The  fwete  fmcl  that  in  min  herte  I  find 
Hath  changed  me  all  in  another  kind. 

Vsderian  faid.  Two  corones  han  wc 
Snow-white  and  rofe-red,  that  ihinen  clere. 
Which  that  thin  eyen  \an  no  might  to  fee. 
And  as  thou  imelleft  hem  thurgh  my  praiere^ 
So  fhalt  thou  feen  hem,  Icve  brother  dere. 
If  it  fo  be  thou  wolt  withoutcn  flouthe 
Belevc  aright,  and  know  the  veray  trouthe. 

Til>urce  anfwered ;  Saieft  thou  this  to  me 
In  fothnelTe,  or  in  dreme  herken  I  this  ? 
In  dremes,  quod  Valerian,  han  we  be 
Unto  this  time,  brother  min,  ywis ; 
But  now  at  eril  in  trouthe  our  dwelling  is. 
How  woft  thou  this,  quod  Tiburce,  in, what  wife  ? 
Quod  Valerian,  That  fhal  I  thee  dcvife. 

The  angel  of  God  hath  me  the  trouth  ytaught. 
Which  thou  fhalt  feen,  if  that  thou  wilt  reney 
The  idoles,  and  be  clene,  and  elles  naught. 
And  of  the  miracle  of  thife  corones  twey 
Seint  Ambrofe  in  his  preface  lift  to  fey ; 
Solempnely  this  noble  dodour  dere 
Commendeth  it,  and  faith  in  this  nunere  : 

The  palme  of  martirdome  for  to  receive 
Scint  Cecilie,  fulfilled  of  Goddes  yeft. 
The  world  and  eke  hire  chambre  gan  fhe  weive, 
Witneffc  Tiburccs  and  Ceciles  fhrift, 
To  which  God  of  his  bountee  wolde  fhift 
Corones  two,  of  floores  wel  fmelHng, 
And  made  his  angd  hem  the  corones  bring. 

The   maid  haUi  brought  thife  men  to   blifte 
above  ; 
The  world  hath  wift  what  it  is  worth  certain. 
Devotion  of  chaftitee  to  love. 
Though  ihewed  him  Cecile  all  open  and  plain 
That  all  idolct  o*is  but  a  thing  in  vain, 
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For  they  ben  dombe,  and  thcrto  they  ben  deirci  ^ 
And  charged  him  his  idoles  for  to  leve. 

Who  fo  that  troweth  not  this,  a  beft  he  is. 
Quod  this  Tibuice,  if  that  I  fhal  not  lie. 
And  fhe  g^n  kiffe  his  breft  whan  fhe  herd  this. 
And  was  ful  glad  he  coude  trouthe  efpie : 
This  day  I  take  thee  for  min  allie, 
Saide  this  bli&ful  faire  maiden  dere ; 
And  after  that  fhe  faid  as  ye  may  here : 

Lo,  right  fo  as  the  love  of  Crift  (quod  (he) 
Made  me  thy  brothers  wif,  right  in  that  wife 
Anon  for  min  allie  here  take  I  thee, 
Sithen  that  thou  wolt  thin  idoles  defpife. 
Goth  with  thy  brother  now  and  thee  baptife. 
And  make  thee  clene,  fo  that  thou  maift  behold 
The  angels  face  of  which  thy  brother  told. 

Tiburce  anfwered^  anil  faide.  Brother  dere, 
Firft  tell  me  whither  I  fhal,  and  tq  what  man. 
To  whom,  quod  he.  Come  for  with  goode  chere, 
I  wol  thee  lede  unto  the  Pope  Urban. 
To  Urban  ?  brother  min,  Valerian, 
Quod  tho  Tiburce,  wilt  thou  me  thider  Icdc  I 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 

Ne  meneft  thou  not  Urban  (quod  he  tho) 
That  is  fo  often  damned  to  be  ded. 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alway  to  and  fro. 
And  dare  not  ones  putten  forth  his  bed  ? 
Men  fhold  him  brennen  in  a  fire  fo  red 
If  he  were  found,  or  that  men  might  him  fpie. 
And  wc  alfo,  to  here  him  compagnie; 

And  while  we  feken  thilke  ditinitee 
That  is  yhid  in  heven  prively, 
Algate  ybrent  in  this  world  -fhuld  we  be. 
To  whom  Cecile  anfwered  boldel;  ; 
Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  fkilfuUy 
This  lif  to  lefe,  min  owen  dere  brother  I 
If  this  were  living  only  and  non  other. 

But  ther  is  (>etter  lif  in  other  place 
That  never  fbal  be  loft,  ne  drede  thee  nought. 
Which  Goddes  fone  usitolde  thurgh  his  grace. 
That  fadres  fone  which  alle  thinges  wrought ; 
And  all  that  wrought  is  with  a  fkilful  thought. 
The  goft  that  from  the  fader  gan  procede 
Hath  fouled  hem  withouten  any  direde 

By  word  and  by  miracle'hc  Goddes  fone. 
Whan  h«^  was  in  this  world,  declared  here 
That  ther  is  other  lif  thcr  men  may  woae. 
To  whom  anfwcrd  Tiburce ;  O  fuftcr  dere ! 
Ne  faideft  thou  right  now  in  this  manere, 
Ther  n'ia  but  o  God  Lord  in  fothfaftnefle. 
And  now  of  three  how  mayft  thou  here  witneffc  ? 

That  fbal  I  tell,  quod  fhe,  or  that  I  go« 
kight  as  a  man  hath  fapienccs  three, 
Memorie,  engine,  and  intelle^  alfo. 
So  in  o  being  of  divinitee 
Three  perfones  mowen  ther  righte  wel  be* 
Tho  gan  fhe  him  ful  befily  to  preche 
Of  Criftes  fonde,  and  of  his  peines  teche. 

And  many  pointes  of  his  paftion. 
How  Goddes  fone  in  this  world  was  withhold 
To  don  mankinde  pleine  remiftion. 
That  was  ybound  in  finne  and  kares  cold. 
All  this  thing  fhe  unto  Tiburce  told. 
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Aai  alter  this  Tibarce  in  good  entent 
With  Valerian  to  Pope  Urban  he  went, 

That  thanked  God,  and  with  glad  herte  and 
light 
He  criftened  him,  and  made  him  in  that  place 
Parfite  in  hit  krning,  and  Goddes  knight : 
Aad  alter  .this  Tiburce  gat  fwiche  grace 
That  every  day  he  faw  in  time  and  fpace 
The  angel  of  God  and  every  maner  bone 
That  be  God  axed  it  was  fped  ful  Tone. 

%^re  ful  hard  by  ordre  for  to  fain 
Ho^%any  wonders  Jefos  for  hem  wrought  ? 
But-at  the  tafi,  to  uUen  fhort  and  plain. 
The  fergeannts  of  the  toun  of  Rome  hem  fought, 
And  hem  before  Almache  the  Prefed  brought, 
^liich  hem  appoled,  and  knew  ^  hir  entente 
Aad  to  the  image  of  Jupiter  hem  fent. 

And  (aid.  Who  fo  wol  nought  do  facrifice 
Swap  of  his  bed;  this  is  my  femence  here. 
Aaom.  thife  martyrs  that  I  you  devife 
On  Mazinuis,  that  was  an  officere 
Of  the  Prefe^es,  and  his  Comiculcre 
Han  hent,  and  whan  he  forth  the  feintes  lad 
Himielf  he  wept  for  pitee  that  he  had. 

Whan  Mazimus  had  herd  the  feintes  lore 
He  gate  him  of  the  turmentoures  leve,  ^^ 

Apd  lad  hem  to  his  hons  trithouten  more ;        ^r 
And  with  hir  preching  or  that  it  were  eve 
They  gonnen  fro-the  turmentoursto  reve. 
And  fro  Maxime,  and  fro  his  folk  eche  oa. 
The  falle  faith,  to  trowe  in  -God  alone. 

CeaCe  came,  whan  it  was  waxen  night, 
With  preeftes  that  hem  criftencd  all  yfere ; 
And  afterward  whan  day  was  waxen  light 
CcciUe  hem  laid  with  a  fol  ftedfaft  there. 
Now,  Crifles  owen  knightes  leve  and  derc, 
OiStc  all  away  the  werkcs  of  derkenefle. 
And  armcth  you  in  armesof  brightnefle. 

Ye  ban  forfoth  ydon  a  gret  bataille ; 
Your  coQi«  isxion ;  your  faith  hath  you  conlerved'; 
Oodi  to  the  croune  of  lif  that  may  not  faille ; 
The  rightful  juge,  which  that  ye  ban  ferved, 
-Sbal  yeve  it  you,  as.  ye  ban  it  dcferved. 
And  whan  this  thing  was  faid  as  I  devife 
Meniedde  hem  forth  to  don  the  facrifice. 

But  whan  they  weren  to  the  place  ybrought. 
To  tellen  ibortly  the  conclufioun. 
They  n*olde  encenfe  ne  facrifice  right  nought. 
Bat  on  hir  knees  they  fetten  hem  adoun. 
With  homble  herte  and  lad  devotioun. 
And  loften  both  hir  hedes  in  the  place  ; 
Hir  IbuJes  wenten  to  the  King  of  grace. 

This  Maximus,  that  £&w  this  thmg  betide, 
Wkh  pitOQs  teres  told  it  aoon  right 
That  he  hit  ibules  faw  to  heven  glide 
With  angeb,  ful  of  clerene0e  and  of  iight. 
And  wit^his  word  concerted  many  a  wight, 
ForwhictT  Almadiitts  did  him  to-bete 
With  whip  of  led  til  he  his  lif  gan  Icte. 

Cccite  him  toke  and  buried  him  an«n 
By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  foftely, 
Withio  hir  burying  place,  under  the  fton  4 
And  after  this  Almachius  hailily 
fad  bts  mioi^es  fctchen  opener 
Vol.  L  ■ 


Cecile,  fo  that  fhe  might  in  his  pretence 
Don  facrifice,  and  Jupiter  encenfe. 

But  they,  converted  at  hire  wife  lore, 
Weptcn  ful  fore,  and  yavcn  ful  credence 
Unto  hire  word,  and  crieden  more  and  more 
Crift,  Goddes  fone,  withoutcn  difference^ 
Is  veray  God,  this  is  all  our  fentence. 
That  hath  fo  good  a  fervant  him  to  fcrve  : 
Thus  with  o  vois  we  trowen  though  we  itervc. 

Almachius,  that  herd  of  this  doing, 
Bad  fetchen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hire  fee : 
And  alderfirft,  lo,  this  was  his  axing ; 
What  maner  woman  art  thou  ?  quod  he. 
I  am  a  gentilwoman  borne,  quod  (he. 
I  axe  thee,  quod  he,  though  it  thee  greve» 
Of  thy  religion  and  of  thy  belcvc. 

Why  than  began  your  queilion  folily. 
Quod  £he,  that  woldeft  two  ahfwers  conclude  ' 
In  o  demand  ?  Ye  axcn  Icwcdly. 
Almache  anfwered  to  that  fimilitude. 
Of  whennes  cometh  thin  anfwering  fo  rude  ? 
Of  whcnncs?  (quod  Ihe,  whan  that  flie  was  friened) 
Of  conference,  and  of  good  futh  unfeined. 

Almachius  faid ;  Nc  takeft  thou  non  hede 
Of  my  power  ?  And  (he  him  anfwerd  this  ; 
Your  might  (quod  fhe)  ful  litel  is  to  drede. 
For  every  mortal  manncs  power  n'is 
But  like  a  bladder  lul  of  wind  ywis. 
For  with  a  nedles  point  whan  it  is  hloyr 
May  all  the  bofl  of  it  be  laid  ful  low. 

Ful  wrongfully  begonncft  thou,  (quod  he) 
And  yet  in  wrong  is  all  thy  perfeverance  : 
Woft  thdu  not  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Have  thus  commanded  and  made  ordinance 
That  every  Criften  wight  ftal  ban  penance 
But  if  that  he  his  Crillcndome  withfeyc. 
And  gon  al  quite  if  he  ivol  it  reneye  ? 

Your- princes  erren,  as  your  nobley  doth. 
Quod  tho  Cecile,  and  with  a  wood  fentence 
Ye  make  us  gilty,  and  it  is  not  foth ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wel  our  innocence. 
For  as  moche  as  we  don  ay  reverence 
To  Crift,  and  for  we  here  a  Criften  name. 
Ye  put  on  us  a  crime  and  eke  a  blame. 
But  we,  that  knowen  thilke  nanie  fo 
For  vertuous,  wc  may  it  not  withfeye. 
Almache  anfwered ;  Chefe  on  of  thife  two. 
Do  facrifice,  or  Criftendom  reneye,  ^ 

That  thou  mow  now  cfcapcn  by  that  wey» 
At  which  this  holy  blieful  fayrc  maid 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  to  the  juge  faid ; 

Ojugel  confufe  in  thy  nicetee, 
Woldeftthou  that  I  reneye  innocence  ? 
To  maken  mc  a  widted  wight  (quod  Ihe) 
Lo,  he  dii&muleth  here  in  audience. 
He  ftareth  and  wodeth  in  his  advertence. 
To  whom  Almachius  faid,  Unfely  wretch  t 
Ne  woft  thou  not  how  far  my  might  may  ftretdk  t 

Han  not  our  mighty  princes  to  me  yevcn 
Ya  bothe  power  and  eke  audoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dein  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  fpekeft  thou  fo  proudly  thin  to  me  i 
1  ne  fpeke  fought  but  0ed£a(Uy,  quod^i 
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Not  proudely,  for  1  (xy,  as  for  my  (ide 
We  haten  dtdly  thilke  vice  of  pride. 

And  if  thou  dredc  not  a  foth  for  to  here 
Than  woi  I  fhewe  al  openly  by  rigl^t 
That  thoQ  had  made  aful  gret  lefing  here. 
Thou  faifl  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven  might 
Both  for  to  flee  and  for  to  quicken  a  wight. 
Thou  that  ne  maiil  but  only  lif  berevc 
Thou  haft  non  other  power  ne  no  leve. 

But  thou  maift  fayn  thy  princes  ban  thee  maked 
Miniftre  of  Deth,  for  if  thou  fpeke  of  mo 
Thou  lieft,  for  thy  power  is  fnl  naked- 
Do  way  thy  boldnefie,  faid  Alniachiui  tho. 
And  facrifice  to  our  goddes  er  thou  go. 
I  recke  not  what  wrong  that  thou  me  pro&Cy 
For  I  can  fuifre  it  as  a  philofophre. 

But  thilke  wronges  may  I  not  endure 
That  thou  fpekcft  of  our  goddes  here,  quod  he. 
Cecile  anfwerd ;  O  nice  creature  ! 
Thou  faldeft  no  word  fm  thou  fpake  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  thcrwith  thy  nicetee, 
And  that  thou  were  in  every  mancr  wifo 
A  lewcd  officer,  a  vain  juftice. 

Ther  lacketh  nothing  to  thip  utter  eyeo 
That  thou  n'art  blind  ;  for  thing  that  we  feen  aUe, 
That  is  a  fton,  that  men  may  wel  efpien, 
That  like  fton  a  god  thou  wolt  it  calle  : 
I  rede  thee  let  thm  hond  upon  it  faUe, 
And  taft  it  wel,  and  fton  thou  (halt  it  find. 
Sin  that  thou  feeft  not  with  thin  eyen  blind. 

It  is  a  flume  that  the  peple  flial 
So  fcornen  thee,  and  laugh  at  thy  folic, 
For  comimly  men  wot  it  wel  over  al 
That  mighty  God  is  in  his  hevens  hie ; 
And  thile  images,  wel  maifl  thou  efpie. 
To  thee^ne  to  nemfelf  may  not  profite, 
For  in  efied  they  be  not  worth  a  mite. 

Thifc  and  i%viche  other  wordes  (aid  flie. 
And  he  wex  wroth^  and  bade  men  fliulde  hire  kde 
I       '      ' 


Home  til  hire  hous,  and  in  hire  boos  (qimd  he]' 
Brenne  hire  right  in  a  bath  with  flames  rede. 
And  as  he  bade  right  fo  was  don  t^  dedc. 
For  in  a  bathe  they  gonne  hire  fafte  flietten. 
And  night  and  day  gret  fire  they  under  bectcQ, 

The  longe  night,  and  eke  a  day  alio. 
For  all  the  fire,  and  eke  the  bathes  heu. 
She  fate  al  cold,  and  felt  of  it  no  wo ; 
It  made  hire  not  a  drope  for  to  fwete  ; 
But  in  that  bath  hire  lif  flie  mufte  kte. 
For  he  Almache  with  a  ful  wicke  entent      ^%g 
To  fleen  hire  in  the  bath  hie  Ibnde  koc 

Three  ftrokes  in  the  nekke  he  finote  hire  tbo 
The  turmentour,  but  for  no  maner  chance 
He  mighte  not  fmite  all  hire  nekke  atwo : 
And  for  u^er  was  that  time  an  ordinance 
That  no  man  flmlde  don  man  hricht} 
Th^  fourthe  ftroke  to  liniten  (oft  or  lore. 
This  turmentour  ne  dorfte  do  no  more ; 

But  half  ded,  with  hire  nekke  ycorren  dier 
He  left  hire  lie,  and  on  his  way  is  went : 
The  Criflen  folk  which  that  about  hiic  were 
With  flietes  han  the  blood  fill  faire  yhent  i 
Three  dayes  lived  flie  in  this  tnrment. 
And  never  cefed  hem  the  faith  to  tecfae, 
T^t  flie  had  foflred  hem  flie  gan  to  predie. 
fluid  hem  flie  yaf  (lire  mebles  and  hire  thiD^a 
And  to  the  Pope  Urban  betoke  hem  tfao. 
And  (aid,  I  axed  this  of  heven  King 
To  have  refpit  three  dayes  and  no  mo,    . 
To  recommend  to  you  or  that  I  go 
Thife  foules,  lo,  and  that  I  migl^  do  wtidbe 
Here  of  min  houfe  perpetudlich  a  cherce. 

Seint  Urban  with  hia  dekenes  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  buried  it  by  night 
Among  his  other  feiates  honeflly. 
Hire  hous  The  Cherche  of  Seint  Cecile  ki^  ^ 
Seint  Urban  halowed  it  as  he  wel  might. 
In  which  unto  this  day  in  noble  vrife 
Men  don  to  Cxifk  and  to  hisfctnte  fenrife. 
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Whax  tint  tolde  wai  the  Kf  of  Seioee  CecUe, 

&we  had  ridden  fvOy  fire  mHc, 

At  Bottghtoo-tmdei^Blee  m  gan  atakb 

Aman  that  dothed  \raf  in  clothet  bUke, 

AfhJ  Dndenietfae  he  wtred  a  white  furplit. 

Hu  hakcney,  wUcfa  that  was  al  pomelec  gris. 

So fwattetkat  it  Wonder  was  to  fee; 

It  lemed  as  he  had  prihied  miles  three. 

The  horie  eke  that  hU  Yeman  rode  ttpon 

&  fwatte  that  viiiietfaet  might  he  gon  : 

Alxnttkepeytrd  ftood  the  fome  ftdhit ; 

H*  wasof  foxne  as  "Bwktd as  a  |iie. 

A  male  tweifeid  on  his  croper  lay, 

b  ioned  that  be  caried  fitel  amy; 

AI  light  lor  fommer  rode  this  worthy  ntati. 

Afid  is  my  hertewoodivn  I  begun 

what  that  h*  was,  til  that  I  nnderftode 

Bow  thathia  ckke  wu  (bwcd  to  his  hode, 

for  which  whan  I  haul  long  avifed  me 

I  demed  him  fome  chanon  for  to  be. 

Hiihatheng  at  his  back  doun  by  a  las. 

For  h!  bad  ridden  more  than  trot  or  pas; 

He  had  aj  priked  lake  as  he  were  wode. 

A  clote  kk  he  had  laid  onder  his  hode 

wr  fwete,  and  for  to  kepc  his  hed  fro  hcte : 

^t  it  was  joye  for  to  fcen  him  fwete ; 

Ki  forehed  dropped  as  a  ftillatoric 

^crc  fill  of  ptantaine  or  of  paritorie. 

And  whan  that  he  was  come  he  gan  to  eric, 

God  ivrt  (quod  he)  this  joly  compagnie ! 

faft  hate  I  priked  (<|uod  he)  for  your  fake, 

Bcanfc  that  1  wolde  yon  atie, 

r«>  lidcn  in  this  mery  compagnie. 

His  Yeman  was  eke  ful  of  curtefie, 
^  iaide.  Sires,  now  in  the  morwe  tide 
>«  of  yonr  hoftclric  I  faw  yon  ride, 
^  warned  here  my  lord  and  foTcrain, 
*^  that  to  riden  with  you  is  ful  fain 
w  his  dJfport ;  he  loreth  dakaoce. 
^f«>d,  for  thy  warning  Ood  yevc  the  good  chance. 
Hian  Cud  our  Hoile  :  certain  it  wolde  feme 
Jo?  k>rd  were  wife,  and  fo  1  may  wel  dcmc ; 
J<» fell  joconde alfo dare  I  leye  : 
^  he  oflght  tell  a  roery  tale  or  tweie, 
^  whidh  he  gladen  may  this  compagnie  ? 
•^f  Sire  ?  my  lord  ?  Ye,  Sire,  withoutcn  lie, 
Jl^CMi  of  mirth  and  eke  of  jolitec 
^  but  ynougfa ;  alfo,  Sire,  tnii^cth  mc 


And  ye  him  knew  al  fo  wd  as  do  T 

Ye  wolden  wondre  how  wel  and  crtrftily 

He  coude  werke,  and  that  in  fondry  wife  : 

He  hath  take  on  him  many  a  gret  emprlfe. 

Which  were  ful  harde  for  any  that  is  here 

To  bring  about  but  they  of  him  it  lerc. 

As  homely  as  he  rideth  amongcs  you 

If  ye  him  knew  it  woW  be  for  your  prow  : 

Ye  wolden  not  forgon  his  acquaintance 

For  mochel  good,  1  dare  lay  ih  balance 

All  that  I  haT«  in  my  poHeffion. 

He  is  a  man  of  high  dilcreffioti ; 

I  wame  yon  wd  he  b  a  paffing  man. 

Wel,  quod  oUr  Hoftc,  I  pray  thee  tell  me  dua 
Is  he  a  clerk  or  non  f  TcU  what  he  is; 

Nay,  he  is  grctcr  than  a  dcrk  ywis, 
Saide  this  Yeman,  and  in  wordics  fewe, 
Hofte,  of  his  craft  fomwhat  1  wol  you  Ihcwe. 

I  fay  my  lord  can  fwiche  a  lUbtiltee, 
(But  all  his  craft  ye  moun  not  wete  of  me. 
And  fomwhat  help  I  yet  to  his  werking) 
That  all  the  ground  on  which  we  bea  riding. 
Til  that  wc  come  to  Canterbury  toun. 
He  coud  al  dene  tumen  up  fo  doun. 
And  pave  it  all  of  lilyer  and  of  gold. 

And  whan  this  Yeman  had  t£s  tale  ytold^ 
Unto  our  Hofle,he  faid  Beiu£ctU! 
This  thing  is  wonder  mervaillous  to  me. 
Sin  that  thy  lord  is  of  fo  high  prudence, 
Becaufe  of  which  men  (hulde  him  reverence^ 
That  of  his  Worihip  rekketh  he  fo  lite ; 
His  overeft  iloppe  it  is  not  worth  a  mitc^ 
As  in  effcd,  to  him,  fo  mote  I  go ; 
It  is  all  baudy  and  to-tore  alfo. 
Why  is  thy  lord  fb  flattifh  I  thee  preye. 
And  is  of  power  better  cloth  to  beye. 
If  that  his  dede  acorded  with  thy  fpeche ! 
Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  befeche. 

Why  ?  quod  this  Yeman,  wherto  aae  yc  me  I 
God  helpe  me  fo,  for  he  flial  never  the  : 
(But  I  wol  not  avowdn  that  I  iky. 
And  tfaerfore  k^  it  fecree  I  you  pray) 
He  is  to  wife  in  faith,  as  I  bekve : 
Thing  that  Is  overdon  it  wol  not  preYd 
Aright,  as  clerkes  fain ;  it  is  a  vice ; 
Wherfore  in  that  I  hold  him  lewed  and  nic^  | 
For  whan  a  man  hath  overgret  a  wit 
Ful  oft  him  (lappeth  to  mifufen  it ; 
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po  doth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth  fore : 
God  it  amende  ;  I  can  fay  now  no  more. 

Therof  no  force,  good  Yeman,  quod  our  Hoft  ; 
Sin  of  the  conning  of  thy  lord  thou  woft 
Telle  how  he  doth,  I  pray  thee  hertily, 
Sin  that  he  i»  fo  crafty  and  fo  fly. 
"Wher  dwcllen  ye,  if  it  td  teilen  be  ? 

In  the  fubarbes  of  atoun,  quod  he, 
Lurking  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blinde, 
yrheras  thife  robbours  and  thife  theves  by  kinde 
Holden  hir  privec  fereful  refidence. 
As  they  that  4arc  pot  flip^ei)  hir  prefcpcc ; 
So  faren  we,  if  I  flial  fay  the  fothe. 

Yet,  quod  our  Hofte,  let  me  talken  to  th»;  *  , 
Why  art  thou  fo  difcoloured  of  thy  face  f 

Peter,  quod  he,  God  yeve  it  harde  grace ; 
I  am  fo  ufed  the  bote  fire  to*  blow 
That  it  ha^  changed  my  colour  I  trow ; 
I  n'*am  not  wont  in  no  mirrour  to  prie. 
But  fwinlce  fore,  and  leme  to  multiplie. 
We  blun'^n  ever  and  poren  in  the  fire. 
And  for  all  that  w^  faiUc  of  our  defire^ 
For  ever  we  lacken  our  condufion. 
To  mochcl  folk  we  don  illulion, ' 
And  borwe  gold  be  it  a  pound  or  two, 
Or  ten  or  tiyelye,  or  many  fommes  mo» 
And  make  hem  wenen  at  the  lefte  wey  ' 
That  of  a  pound  we  connen  maken  twey ; 
Yet  it  is  falfe  ^  and  ay  we  ban  good  hope  ' 
It  Cpr  to  don,  and  after  it  we  grope  : 
But  that  fcience  is  fo  fer  us  beforne. 
We  mowen  not,  although  we  had  it  fworpe, 
It  overtake,  it  flit  away  (o  faft ; 
It  wol  us  maken  beggers'at  the  laft. 

While  this  Yeman  was  thus  in  his  talking 
This  chax^on  drew  him  nere  and  herd  4II  thing 
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j   Which  this  Yeman  fpake,  for  fufpeclo^ 
I   Of  mennes  fpeche  ever  had  this  chanon ; 
For  Caton  fayth,  that  he  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  all  thing  be  fpoken  of  him  ywis : 
That  was  the  caufe  he  gan  fo  nigh  him  drawe 
To  his  Yeman,  to  herken  all  his  fawe ; 
And  thus  he  fidde  unto  his  Yemaan  tho  : 
Hold  thou  thy  pees,  and  Ipeke  no  wordes  moi, 
For  if  thou  do  thou  flialt  it  dere  abie  : 
Thou  fdaundreftme  here  in  this  compa^te. 
And  eke  difcovereft  that  thou  fliuldeft  hide. 

Ye,  quod  our  Hofte,  tell  on,  what  fo  (^etide  ; 
Of  all  his  thretening  recke  not  a  mite. 

In  faith,  quod  he,  no  more  I  do  but  Gte^ 
And  whan  this  chanon  faw  it  wold  not  be 
But  his  Yeman  wold  tell  his  privetee, 
He  ^ed  away  for  vcray  forw^  and  fliame. 

A !  qnod  the  Yeman,  here  flial  rife  a  game  ; 
All  that  I  can  anon  I  wol  you  telle. 
Sin  he  is  gon ;  the  foule  fend  him  quelle. 
For  nevet  hereafter  wol  I  with  him  meu 
For  ppny  ne  for  pound,  I  you  behete. 
He  that  me  broughte  firft  unto  thatgame» 
£r  that  he  die  forwe  have  he  and  fluune. 
For  it  is  emeft  to  me  by  my  fiuth ; 
That  fele  I  wel,  what  that  any  man  faith  t 
And  yet  ^r  all  my  (mert  and  all  my  grie;^ 
For  all  my  forwc,  labour,  and  mefchiel, 
I  coude  never  leye  it  in  no  wile. 
Now  wolde  God  my  wit  mighte  foffice  . 
To  teilen  all  that  longeth  tb  that  art  ^ 
But  natheles  yet  wol  I  teilen  part :   ' 
Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon  I  wol  not  fparr : 
Swiche  t|iing  as  th|U  I  know  I  wol  declare. 
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W'rn  this  chanon  I  dwelt  have  fevcn  ycrc. 
And  of  his  fcience  am  I  ncvef  the  hfcrc ; 
All  that  I  had  I  have  yloft  therby. 
And  God  wot  fb  han  many  mo  than  I. 
TherTwas  wont  to  be  right  ffefli  and  gay 
Of  clothing,'and'  of  other  good  array,  '  ' 
Kow  may  I  were  an  hof<;  upon  min  hed ; 
And  wher  nty^  colour  was  both  frefli  and  red 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  i  leden  hewe; 
(Who  fo  it  uieth  (o  flial  he  it  rewe) 


♦  A  pfleft  of  London,  more  covetcut  than  wife,  i*  de- 
celved  by  a  cbanoB  ptoielEng  the  art  of  alch)  mye.  Vrrjr* 


And  of  my  fwinke  yet  blercd  is  nun  eye  j 
Lo  which  avantage  is  to  multiplie  \ 
That  flidingf  fcience  hath  me  made  fo  bare 
That  I  have  no  good  wher  that  ever  I  fare  j 
And  yet  1  am  cndctted  fo  therby. 
Of  gold- that  I  have  borwed  trewely. 
That  while  I  live  I  fliaFit  quiten  never ; 
Let  every  man  beware  by'me  for  ever. 
What  maner  man  that  cafteth  him  therto. 
If  he  continue,  I  hold  his  thrift  ydo ; 
So  helpc  me  God,  therby  (bal  he  nat  winnc. 
But  emptc  hispurfe,  and  make  his  wittes  thinnc. 
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A*^^  '^hxa  he  thurgh  his  madneOe  and  folie,' 

Hath  loA  his  owcn  good  thurgh  jupartic, 

Than  he  rtcitetK  other  folk  thcrto. 

To  lefe  bir  good  as  he  hiinfelf  hath  do, 

For  unto  fhrcwcs  joye  it  is  and  efe 

To  have  hir  feiawes  in  peine  anddtfefc 

Thos  was  I  ones  lerncd  of  a  clerk. 

Of  that  no  charge ;  I  wol  fpeke  of  our  werk. 

WTiao  we  be  ther  as  we  (huln  cxercife 

Ourelvilh  craft  we  femen  wonder  wife, 

Our  tennes  ben  fo  clergial  and  qdeinte. 

1  blow  the  fire  tU  that  myn  herte  feinte. , 

^liat  Ihuld  I  teilcn  echc  proportion 

Of  thioges  whiche  that  we  wcrchen  upon^ 

As  on  five  or  fix  unces,  may  v^\  be, 

Of  filvcr,  or  fora  other  quanCMe  ? 

And  bciie  me  to  teilcn  you  the  names, 

Asoq)iraent,  brent  bones,  yrcn  fquanies, . 

That  into  poudre  grounden  ben  ful  fmal  f 

And  in  an  erthen  pot  how  put  is  al,      ^ 

Aodialt  yput  in  and  alfo  pepere, 

ficforn  thife  pofcidrefi  that  I  fpeke  of  here. 

And  wcl  y»vered  with  a  lampe  of  glas  ? 

And  of  moche  othei"  thing  which  that  ther  was  ? 

And  of  the  pottes  and  gljfo  ehgfaning; 

That  of  the  aire  might  {HE  out  no  thing  f 

And  of  the  efy  fire,  and  Si  i  alfo, 

^^Tiith  that  was  made  ?  an?  oft  he  care  tad  w6 

That  we  had  in  our  materes  fubfiming^ 

'  And  in  amalgaming  and  calcening 
Of  quickfihrer,  ydcped  Mercurie  ^ude  ? 
For  all  our  fleightcs  we  can  not  conclude; 

I  Our  orpiment  and  fublimed  mercurie. 
Our  grounden  litarge  eke  on  the  porphurie^ 
Of  cdbe  of  thife  of  unces  a  ccrtaih 
Kot  bclpeth  us ;  oar  labow*  is  in  vain. 
Me,oeyther  our  ijpirites  Aftitioun, 
Ne  our  materes  that  lien  mix  adouiK 
Mown  in  our  werking  nothing  us  availle, 
for  loft  is  tU  our  labour  and  travaille, 
And  all  the  coft  a  twenty  devil  way 
h  loft  alfo  which  we  upon  it  lay. 

Ther  is  alfo  ful  inany  another  thing 
That  is  unto  our  craft  apperteining, 
1  hoogh  I  by  ordre  bem  oat  reberfen  can, 
Becaole  that  I  am  a  lewed  man^ 
Yet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to  mindc. 
Though  I  nc  cannot  fet  hem  in  hir  kinde, 
As  bole  armoniak,  verdegrefe,  boras. 
And  (bndry  veiTek  made  of  erthe  and  glas, 
Our  nrinales,  and  our  defcenfories, 
VioUjCroflettes  and  fublimatories, 
Cocorbites  and  alembikes  eke. 
And  oAer  fwichc  ger,  dere  ynough  a  Ickc, 
^Twt  oedcth  it  for  to  reherfe  hem  alle  ? 
"^'atcres  rubifying,  and  holies  galle, 
ArCmik,  fid  armoniak,  and  brimllon, 
And  hcrbes  coode  I  tell  eke  many  on, 
At  tgremoine,  valerian^  and  lunarie^ 
And  other  fwiche,  if  that  me  lift  to  taric. 
Our  lampes  breiming  bothe  night  and  day, 
To  bring  about  our  craft  if  that  wc  may, 
Oar  fottrneis  eke  of  calcination, 
Aad  of  watcres  albificationi 
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Unflckked  lime,  chalk,  andgleire  of  an  cy, 

Poudres  divers,  alhes,  dong,  pi/Tc,  and  cley, 

Sercd  pokcttes,  fal  peter,  and  vitrlole; 

And  divers  fires  made  of  wode  and  cole, 

Sal  tartre,  alcaly,  and  fait  pf cparAt, 

And  cbmbuil  materes  and  coagtilat; 

Clcy  made  with  hors  and  mannes  Here,  and  oile 

Of  tartrej  ahim,  glas,  bcrme,  wort,  and  argoile^ 

Rofalgar,  and  other  materes  tfabibing. 

And  eke  of  our  niateres  encorpdfingf- 

And  of  our  filvef  citrination^ 

Our  cementing  and  fermcntaiidn, 

<jl|||ringottes,teftes,and  many  thinges  mo? 

Wwol  you  tell  as  wai  me  taught  alfo 
The  fourc  fpirites  and  the  bodied  fevene 
By  ordre,  as  oft  I  herd  my  lord  he'nl  ncvcne. 
The  firfte  ipirit  Quickfilvcr  clcped  is. 
The  fecond  Orpiment;  the  thri^^  ywfs 
Sal  Armoni^j  and  the  foufth^Kuon. 

The  bodies  fcventi  eke,  lo  I'iemlierc  anon  :  » 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  filvcr  ^e  threjie. 
Mars  ircn,  Mercurie  qUickfilvcr  wc  clcpc, 
Saturfnis  led,  and  Jupiter  is  tin^ 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kin.  , 

This  curfed  craft  who  fo  wOl  excrcifc 
He  (hal  no  good  have  that  him  may  fuffice, 
For  all  the  good  he  fpcndcth  theraboutc 
He  lefen  Ihal,  therof  have  t  no  doutc. 
Who  fo  that  lifteth  uttren  his  folie 
Let  him  come  forth  and  lemen  multiplic ; 
And  every  man  that  hath  ought  in  his  cofrc 
Let  liim  appere  and  wex  d  philofophrc, 

Afcauncc  that  ctaft  is  fo  light  to  Icre. 
Nay^  nayj  Ood  wot  al  be  he  nionk  or  frere, 
Preeft  or  chanon,  or  any  other  wight. 

Though  he  fit  at  his  book  both  day  and  aighr 

In  lerning  of  thii  eivifh  nice  lore 

AW  is  in  vain,  and  piirdc  mochel  more 
lerne  fi.  Jewed  maoi^hi^  fubtiltee  . 
!  fpeke  Bot  therof.  Tor  it  wol  not  be  : 
nd  connc  he  Icttcrure,  or  connc  he  nofl 

As. in  jfffecb  he  ihal  finde  it  all  on, 

F^r bothe  by  two  my  falvation 

CoDcluden  in  multiplication 

Ylike  wel  whan  they  have  al  ydo ; 

This  is  to  fain,  they  faillen  bothe  two. 
.  Yet  forgate  1  to  makcn  rchcrfailc 

Of  waters  corofif  and  of  limailc, 

And  of  bodies  molification. 

And  alfo  df  hir  induration, 

Oiles,  ablufions,  metal  firflblc ; 

To  tellefi  all  wold  pafTen  any  Bible 

That  o  whcr  is  j  whcrforc  as  for  the  bcft 

Of  all  thife  names  now  wol  I  ii»c  reft ; 

for  as  I  trow  1  have  you  told  ynow 

To  reife  a  fendj  al  lokc  he  never  fo  row; 
A !  .nay,  let  be  j  tlic  philofophres  fton, 

Elixer  cleped,  we  feken  faft  echc  on. 

For  had  we  him  than  Were  we  fiker  ynow; 

But  unto  God  of  heven  t  make  avow. 

For  all  our  craft,  whan  wc  ban  all  ydo. 

And  all  our  ficight,  he  wol  not  come  us  to : 
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He  hath  ymade  us  fpenden  mochel  good. 

For  forwc  of  which  ahnoft  wc  waxen  wood. 

But  that  gcod  hope  crepeth  in  our  herte, 

SuppoHog  ever,  though  we  fore  fmerte, 

To  ben  relevcd  of  him  afterward  : 

Swiche  fuppofing  and  hope  is  iharp  and  hard : 

I  warnc  you  wel  it  is  to  fchen  ever : 

That  future  tmpt  hath  made  men  diflever 

In  truft  thcrof  from  all  that  ever  they  had. 

Yet  of  that  art  they  conne  not  waxen  fad, 

"Sot  unto  hem  it  it  a  bitter  fwete  : 

So  femeth  it,  for  ne  had  they  but  a  (hete 

Which  that  they  might  wrappen  hem  in  a*ni|Jy| 

And  a  bratt  to  walken  in  by  day-light,  7^ 

They  wold  hem  fell,  and  fpend  it  on  this  craft : 

They  conne  not  (linten  til  no  thing  be  laft ; 

And  evermore,  whei^  ever  that  they  gon. 

Men  may.heifi  kcmjcn  by  fmell  of  brimftoa  : 

For  all  the  worlM^y  flinken  as  a  g^  ; 

Hir  favour  is  fo  Wmmilb  and  fo  bote 

That  though  a  man  a  mile  from  hem  be 

The  favour  wol  enfect  him,  truflech  me. 

L.O,  thus  by  finelling  and  thred-bare  array 
If  that  men  lift  this  foUc  they  knowen  may ; 
And  if  a  man  wol  axe  hem  privcly 
Why  they  be  clothed  fo  unthriftily. 
They  right  anon  wol  rounen  in  his  ere, 
And  faien,  if  that  they  cfpied  were 
Men  wolde  hem  fle  becauic  of  hir  fcience. 
XjO,  thus  thife  folk  betraien  innocence. 

Faffe  over  this ;  I  go  my  Tale  unto. 
Er  that  the  pot  be  on  the' fire  ydo. 
Of  metals  with  a  certain  quamitce 
My  lord  hem  tempereth,  and  no  man  l^ut  he« 
(Now  h«  it  gon  I  dare  fay  boldcly) 
For  as  men  fain  he  can  don  craftily, 
Algate  I  wotc  wcl  he  hath  fwiche  a  name. 
And  yet  ful  oft  he  rcnneth  ia  a  blame ; 
And  wete  ye  how  ?  ful  oft  k  falleth  fo 
The  pot  to-hrcketh,  and  faftwel !  all  it^o. 
Thife  metales  ben  of  fo  grct  violeiice 
Our  wallcs  may  not  make  hem  refiilencc, 
But  if  they  wercn  wrought  of  lime  and  Hon  ; 
They  pcrccn  fo  that  thurgh  the  wall  they  gon. 
And  fom  of  hem  iinke  doun  into  the  ground, 
(Thus  have  wc  loft  by  times  many  a  pound) 
And  fom  arc  fcatered  all  the  flore  aboute, 
Som  lepen  into  the  roof  withouten  doutc« 
Though  that  they  fend  not  in  our  dght  him  ihewe 
1  trow  that  he  be  with  us,  tliilkc  (hrewc 
In  belle,  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  (ire, 
Ne  is  ther  no  more,  rancour,  ne  ire. 
Whan  that  our  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have  faydc. 
Every  man  chit,  and  holt  him  evil  apayde  : 
Som  fayd  it  was-  long  on  the  firc-makhig, 
Som  fayd  nay,  it  was  long  on  the  blowing.; 
(Than  was  1  ferd,  for  that  was  min  office) 
Straw  \  quod  the  thriddc,  ye  ben  lewcd  and  nice; 
It  was  not  tempred  as  it  oughtc  to  be ; 
Nay,  quod  the  io'orthe,  (linte  and  herken  me ; 
Becaufe  our  fire  was  noi  made  of  bechc 
That  it  the  caufe,  and  other  non,  fo  the  iche. 
1  can  not  tell  wheron  it  was  along, 
But  wcl  I  wot  grct  ^xlf^  is  us  among. 


What  I  quod  my  lord,  ther  L*i8  no  more  to  doo^ 

'Of  thife  pcrib  I  wol  beware  eftlbne  ; 
I  am  right  fiker  that  the  pot  wat  cra£ed«       * 
Be  as  be  may  be  ye  no  thing  imaied  ;. 
As  ufagc  it  let  fwepe  the  flore  at  fwithc  ; 
Plucke  up  your  hcrtes,  and  be  glad  and  blithe. 

The  mullek  on  an  hepe  yfwcpcd  wai. 
And  on  the  flore  ycaft  a  caucvas. 
And  all  this  mullok  in  a  five  ythrowc. 
And  fiftcd,  and  ypicked  many  a  throwe. 

Parde,  quod  on,  fomwhat  of  our  metall 
Yet  it  therhcre,  though  that  wc  have  not  alL; 
And  though  this  thing  raifhaped  hath  as  now 
Another  time  it  may  be  wel  ynow. 
Wc  ihoften  put  our^good  in  avcnturc  ; 
A  roarchant  parde^ltay  not  ay  endure, 
Truftcth  mc  wcl,  in  tut  profpcritcc  ; 
Somtime  his  good  is  drenched  in  the  ice. 
And  fomtime  cometh  it  fauf  unto  the  lond. 

Peer,  quod  my  k)rd,  the  next  time  I  wol  to^ 
To  bring  our  craft  adl  in  another  plite. 
And  but  1  do.  Sires,  let  mc  have  the  wite  : 
Ther  was  defaute  in  fomewhat  wcl  I  wote. 

Another  fayd  the  fire  wat  over  bote  : 
But  be  ithote  or  cold  I  (hire  fay  thlt. 
That  we  concluden  e^dgpore  amit ; 
We  faille  alway  of  thajVhich  wc  wold  haTe» 
And  in  our  madneffe  e^rmore  we  rave. 
And  whan  we  be  together  everlch  oo 
Every  man  femeth  a  Salomon. 
But  all  thing  which  that  fiiincth  as  the  gold 
Ne  is  no  g^ld,  as  I  have  herd  it  told, 
Ne  every  apple  that  b  feire  at  eye 
Ne  is  not  good,  what  fo  men  clap  or  crie« 
Right  fo,  To,  fatcth  it  amongcs  us ; 
He  that  femeth  the  wiic/l,  by  Jefus 
Is  moft  fool  whan  it  cometh  to  the  prefe» 
And  he  that  femeth  trtieR  is  a  thefc : 
That  fhal  ye  know  or  that  I  from  you  wend^ 
iBy  that  I  of  my  Tale  have  made  an  endc 

*^Thcr  was  a  chanon  of  religioun 
Amongcs  us  wold  enfe<^  all  a  toun, 
Though  it  as  grct  were  as  was  Ninivc, 
Rome,  Alifaundre,  Troie,  or  other  three* 
His  flcightes  and  his  infinite  faUenefle 
Ther  coudc  no  man  writen,  as  I  gefle. 
Though  that  he  mighte  live  a  tboufand  ycre  r 
In  all  this  world  of  falfenelfc  n*it  hit  pere. 
For  in  his  termet  he  wed  him  fo  windc. 
And  fpekc,his  wordes  in  fo  die  a  kiude» 
Whan  he  comuncn  Ihal  with  any  wight. 
That  he  wol  make  him  dote^  anon  right 
But  it  a  fend  be,  as  himfclvcn  is. 
Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  begiled  er  tlua. 
And  wol,  if  that  he  may  live  any  while  ; 
And  yet  men  gon  and  riden  many  a  mile 
Him  for  to  fcke,  and  have  his  acquaintance. 
Not  knowing  of  his  faifc  governance ; 
And  if  you  luft  to  yevc  me  audteucc 
I  wol  it  tellcn  here  in  your  prefence. 
But,  worihipful  chanons  rcligio«t, 
Ne  demeth  ^ot  that  I  fclandcr  your  Iious, 
Although  that  my  Tale  of  a  chanon  be  : 
Of  every  order  fom  ihrew  is  pardc 
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jbd  God  (brbedc  that  all  a  compagnle 

Shald  rcwe  afiognler  manncs  folie. 

To  iclaDder  yon  it  no  thing  min  entente 

But  to  corre^en  that  it  mit  I  ment. 

This  Tale  was  not  only  told  for  yoo 

But  eke  for  other  mo  :  ye  wot  wel  hofr 

That  among  Criilct  apofteles  twelve 

Ther  wu  no  traitosr  h«t  Jadat  himfelve ; 

Than  why  (hnld  al  the  remenant  have  blame, 

That  giltles  were  i  By  you  I  fity  the  iankc ; 

SaTc  ooly  this,  if  ye  wol  berken  me. 

If  any  Jodaa  is  your  covent  be 

Remereth  him  betilnet  I  you  rede, 

If  fhame  or  los  may  caufen  any  drede ; 

And  be  no  thing  difplefed  1  yoo  pray, 

Bat  in  this  cat  hcrkeaeth  what  I  fay. 
In  IxMidoo  was  a  preeit,  an  annucllere  *, 

That  therio  dwelled  hadde  many  a  yere, 

VThich  was  fo  plefaot  and  fo  ferYifable 

Unto  the  wif  ther  at  he  was  at  ubie. 

That  &K  wold  ivffcr  him  no  thing  to  pay 

For  horde  ne  clothing,  went  he  neycr  fo  gay ; 

And  ^pending  filrrr  had  he  right  ynow  t 

Therof  no  force ;  I  wol  prooeed  as  now. 

And  ttflen  forth  my  Tale  of  the  chanon 

That  faronghtc  this  preeft  to  confiifion. 
This  fajfecfaanon  came  upon  a  day 

Vote  the  preeftes  chambre  ther  be  lay, 

Beiecfaing  him  to  Une  him  a  certain 

Of  gold,  and  he  wold  ^uke  it  him  agaM. 

Lcne  me  a  marke,  qdoid  he,  but  dayes  three, 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  tt  quiten  thee ; 

And  if  it  fb  be  that  thou  finde  me  falfe 

Another  day  hang  xne  up  by  the  haUe. 
I  his  predd  him  toke  a  marke,  'ind  that  as  fWith, 
I  And  this  chanon  him  thanked  oft£n  fith, 
^tkad  toke  hit  ltf?e,  and  weme  forth  his  wey ; 

And  at  the  thridde  day  brought  his  money. 
And  to  the  preeft  he  toke  his  gold  again, 
Wherof  this  preeft  wafr  wonder  glad  and  fain.     . 
Certcs,  quod  he,  ito^^a  anoieth  me 

Tr  !cae  n  man  a  Doble,J||Pto,  or  three, 
0.  what  a  thing  woe  jniy  poiTeflion, 
\^  tun  he  fo  trewe  is  of  condition 
That  in  no  wife  be  breken  wol  his  day ; 
To  fwiehe  a  man-1  can  never  fay  nay. 

What  i  quod  thh^^anon,  fliidd  I  be  ontirwe  ? 
N;.y,  that  were  thing  fallen  al  <a  the  newc : 
Trouth  i^  &tfaing  th^  1  wol  ever  kepe 
Uotothe  day  Mx  which  that  I  ikal  crepe 
Into  my  grav«,  and  cfles  Ood  forbede ! 
Brltrcth  this>«t  liker  as  yocr  crede, 
God  thankc  1,.  and  in  good  time  be  it  faydt. 
That  ther  n'ae  never  man  yet  evil  apayde 
Foi  gold  no  iUver  that  he  to  me  lent, 
Nt  never  falfliede  in  min  berte  1  ment. 

And,  Sire,  (quod  he)  now  of  my  privetec, 
Sio  ye  fo  goodlich  hove  ben  vnto  mo. 
And  kithcd  to  me  fo  gret  gentilUfle, 
Sooiwhat  to  qniten  with  yoor  kindeaefie 
I  wol  yon  Aew«,  and  if  ymi  hift  to  lere 
I  wol  you  tochoi  pkioly  the  manere 

♦  They  werectHcd  armifttrret,  ^ot  from  thefrrfcc'v* 
fe^»ryt«ly  nipcr.(3,  a«  the  ChjfT.  exphiin«  !:,  but  frow 
tlicirbdPK  employed  fokly  in  fngimj  tni'ualtor  annivet- 
fuj  auflc»  IvrjaK  dead,  withcut  *ny  cure  of  IouU« 


How  I  can  werkcn  in  philofofhie : 
Takcth  good  heed,  yc  ihuin  wel  fen  at  eye 
That  I  wol  do  a  maiftrie  or  I  go. 

Ye,  quod  the  preeft  ;  ye,  Sire,  and  wol  yc  fo  I 
Mary,  therof  I  pray  yon  hertily. 

At  your  cOmmandement,  Sire,  trewely. 
Quod  the  ohanon,  and  elles  God  forbede* 
Lo,  how  thisthefe  coude  hi*  fervice  bede 

Ful  foth  it  is  that  fwichc  profcrcd  fervice 
Stinketh,  as  witneflen  thife  olde  wife, 
And  that  ful  fone  I  wol  it  verifie 
In  this  chanon,  rote  of  all  trecherie, 
l^at  evermore  delight  hath  and  gladnefle 
(Sx^richc  fendly  thoughfes  in  his  hcrtc  empreffc) 
How  Criftcs  pepic  he  may  to  mcfchief  bring : 
God  kepe  us  from  his  falfe  difjhnuling  I 
Notight  wifte  this  preeft  with  if^om  that  he  dclt, 
Ne  of  his  harme  coming  nothing  he  felt. 
O  fely  preeft !  o  fcly  innocent ! 
With  covctifc  anon  thou  (halt  be  blent ; 
O  graceles  !  ful  blind  is  thy  conccitc, 
For  nothing  art  thou  ware  of  the  dlfceite 
Which  ^at  this  fox  yfhapen  hath  to  thee ; 
His  wily  wenches  thou  ne  mayft  not  flee  : 
Wherfore  to  go  to  the  conclniion. 
That  referreth  to  thy  confufion. 
Unhappy  man !  anon  t  wol  me  hie 
To  tellen  thin  imwit  and  thy  folie. 
And  eke  the  falfeneffe  of  that  other  wretch, 
As  ferforth  as  that  my  conning  will  (h-etch. 

This  chanon  was  my  lord,  yc  woldcn  wcne  j 
Sire  Hofte,  in  faith,  and  by  the  heven  queue. 
It  was  another  chanon,  and  not  he 
That  can  an  hundred  part  more  fubtihet : 
He  hath  bctraied  folke^  many  a  time ; 
Of  his  falfeneife  it  duUeth  mc  to  rime  : 
Ever  whan  that  1  fpeke  of  his  faWicdtf 
For  ftiamc  of  him  my  rhrkes  waxen  rede, 
Algatesxhry  VgipTifh  for  to  g^owc, 

*  For  red&dfic  have  I  i.on,  light  wel  I  knowe» 
In  my  vjfapc,  for  fumes  diverfc 

of  metals  which  ye  have  herd  mc  rehcrfe 

*  Confimied  han  and  wafted  my  redneffe. 
Now  take  hedc  of  this  chanons  curfcdncflc. 

Sire,  quod  the  chanon,  let  your  ycman  gon 
For  quikfilver,  that  we  it  had  anon. 
And  let  him  bringen  unces  two  or  three. 
And  whan  he  comcth  as  faftc  ftiul  ye  fee 
A  winder  thing,  which  yc  faw  never  cr  thifc 

Sire,  quod  the  prcefV,  it  fhal  be  don  ywis. 
He  bad  his  fervant  fetchcn  him  this  thing. 
And  he  al  redy  was  at  his  bidding. 
And  went  him  forth,  and  came  an6n  again 
With  this  quikfilver,  ihortly  for  to  fain. 
And  toke  thife  unces  three  to  the  cl^anoun. 
And  he  hem  taide  wel  and  fairc  adonn. 
And  bad  the  fervant  coles  for  to  bring. 
That  he  anon  might  go  to  hb  werking. 

The  coles  right  ancn  weren  yfct. 
And  this  chanon  toke  cut  a  crofTclet 
Of  his  bofome,  and  fhcwed  it  to  the  preeft. 
This  inftrument,  quod  he,  which  thit  thou  kcS, 
Take  in  tlryn  bond,  and  put  thyfclf  therid 
Of  this  quiitfilver  an  uncc,  and  here  begin 
In  the  name  of  Crift  to  wex  a  philofophrc  ? 
^  Ther  be  ful  fowc  wliich  that  1  Woldc  profrc 

L  iiij  *^  .    ' 


t^ 


THE  CHANONES  YEMANNES  TALE. 


To  lliewcn  hem  thus  muche  of  my  fcicnce ; 
For  here  ihul  yc  fee  by  cxpericiKe 
That  this  quikiilver  I  wol  mortiiie 
Slight  in  your  fight  anon  withouten  lie. 
And  make  it  as  good  filver  and  as  fine 
As  ther  is  any  in  your  purfe  or  mine 
Or  elies  whcr,  and  make  it  mulliable, 
And  clles  holdeth  me  falfe  and  unable 
Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appere. 

I  have  a  prouder  here,  that  cod  me  dcre, 
Shal  make  all  good,  for  it  is  caufc  of  all 
My  conning  which  that  I  you  ihcwen  ihaH^ 
Voideth  your  man,  and  let  hkn  \)e  thcrout> 
And  ihet  the  dore,  while  we  ben  about 
Our  privitee,  that  no  man  us  efpic 
While  that  we  wcrke  in  this  philofophie. 

All  as  he  bade  fuHUled  was  in  dede : 
This  ilkc  Unrant  anon  right  out  ycdc. 
And  his  maifler  fhctte  the  dore  anon, 
And  to  hir  labour  fpcdily  they  gon. 

This  precftat  this  curfcd  chanons  bidding 
Upon  the  fire  anon  he  fct  this  thing, 
And  blew  the  fire,  and  befied  him  ful  fall  ^ 
^d  this  chanon  into  the  croflclet  call 
A  poudcr,  n*ot  I  never  wherof  it  was 
Ymade,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas, 
Or  fomvrhat  elleS|  was  not  worth  a  flie. 
To  blinden  with  this  preeil,  and  bade  him  hie 
The  coles  for  to  couchen  all  above 
The  croflclet,  for  in  tokening  I  thee  love 
(Quod  this  chanon.)  thine  owenhondes  two 
bhal  werken  all  thing  which  that  here  is  do. 

Grand  mercy ^  quod  the  preeil,  and  was  ful  glad. 
And  couched  the  coles  as  the  chanon  bad ; 
And  while  he  bcfy  was  this  fendly  wretch. 
This  falfe  chanon,  (the  foule  fend  him  fetch) 
Out  of  hisbofom  toke  a  bechen  cole. 
In  which  ful  fubtilly  was  made  an  hole. 
And  therin  put  wasof  filver  liraailc 
An  UQCc,  and  flopped  ^»  withouten  fiyle 
The  hole  with  wax  to  keep  the  limaile  in. 

And  undcrflandcth  that  this  falfe  gin 
"Was  not  made  ther,  bur  it  was  made  before ; 
And  other  thinges  I  ihall  tell  you  more 
Hcreafterward  which  that  he  with  him  brought ; 
J£r  he  came  ther  him  to  begile  he  thought. 
And  fo  he  did  or  that  they  went  atwin ; 
Til  he  had  tomed  him  coud  he  not  blin. 
It  dulleth  me  whan  that  I  of  him  fj^eke ; 
On  his  falihede  fain  wold  1  me  awreke 
If  I  wift  how;  but  he  is  here  and  ther  ; 
He  is  fo  variaunt  he  abit  no  wher.  , 

But  taketh  hede.  Sires,  now,  for  Goddes  love. 
He  toke  his  cole,  of  which  I  fpake  above. 
And  in  his  bond  he  bare  it  privcly. 
And  whiles  the  preeil  couched  befily 
The  coles,  as  I  toldc  you  er  this. 
This  Chanon  fayde ;  Frend,  ye  don  amis  ; 
This  is  not  couched  as  it  ought  to  be. 
But  fone  I  ihal  amenden  it,  quod  he. 
>Iow  let  me  meddle  thcrwith  but  a  while. 
For  of  you  have  I  pitee  by  Seint  Gile. 
,  Ye  ben  right  hot ;  I  fee  wel  how  ye  fwele  ; 
Have  here  a  cloth  and  wipe  away  the  wetc. 
And  whiles  that  the  preefl  wiped  his  face 
This  chaDon  toke  his  cole  with  fory  grace, 
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And  laicd  it  above  on  the  midward 

Of  the  croflclet,  and  blew  wel  afterward. 

Til  that  the  coles  gonnen  fad  to  bren. 

Now  yeve  us  drinke,  quod  this  chanon,  thctt. 
As  fwkhe  all  fhall  be  wel  I  undertake  : 
Sitte  we  doun,  and  let  ns  mery  make. 
And  whanne  that  this  chanones  bechen  cole 
Wcs  brent  all  the  limaile  out  of  the  hole 
Into  the  croflelet  ason  fell  adoun ; 
And  fo  it  mufte  nedes  by  refoun. 
Sin  it  above  fo  even  couched  was. 
But  therof  will  the  preeil  nothing,  alas ! 
He  dcmed  all  the  celes  ylikc  good. 
For  of  the  fleight  he  nothing  undtfilood. 
<  And  whan  this  alkyraiftre  faw  hi»time, 
Rifcth  up.  Sire  Preeil,  quod ho^ and  ilondeth  bymr. 
And  for  I  wote  wel  ingot  have  ye  non, 
Goth,  walketh  forth, and  bringeth  a  chalk  ftoo,. 
For  I  wol  make  ik  olf  the  fame  ihap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  have  hap : 
Bring  eke  with  you  a  boUe  or  el^es  a  panoe 
Ful  of  water,  and  ye  fliul  wel  fee  thannc 
How  that  our  beiineire  ihal  thrive  and  prerc  : 
And  yet,  for  ye  ihul  have  no  miibcleve 
Ne  wrong  conceit  of  me  in  your  abfcnce^ 
I  ne  wol  not  ben  out  e£  yo^  prefencc. 
But  g^  with  you,  and  come  with  you  again. 

The  chambre  door,  ihortly  for  to  Iain, 
Thty  opened  and  flict»and  went  hir  wc)'. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  caried  the  key, 
And  camen  again  withoutcil  any  deby. 
What  fliuld  I  tarien  all  the  longe  day  ? 
He  toke  thcxhalk,  and  ihope  it  in  the  wiicr 
Of  an  ingof^s  1  ihal  you  devife ; 
I  fey  he  toke  out 'of  his  owen  ileve 
A  teine  of  filver  (yvel  mote  be  chevc) 
Which  that  ne  was  but  a  juH  voce  of  weight : 
And  taketh  heed  now  of  lus  curfed  fleight ; 
He  ihop  his  ingot  in  length  and  in  bredc 
Of  thilke  (eine,  withouten  any  drede, 
So  flily  that  the  preeil  ^^t  efpide. 
And  in  his  ilevc  again  a^m  it  hide. 
And  from  the  fire  he  toGlip  bis  matere^ 
And  in  the  iugot  it  put  with  mery  chcre. 

And  in  the  water-veflcl  he  it  call 

Whan  that  him  lift,  and  bad  the  preeil  as  fad 

Loke  what  ther  is ;  put  in  thin  hond  and  grope  ; 

Thou  flialt  ther  finden  filver,asl  hope. 

What,  divel  of  heUe!  fliuld  it  elles  htl 

Shaving  of  filver,  filver  is  parde. 

He  put  his  hond  in  and  toke  up  a  tQine 

Of  filver  fine,  and  glad  in  every  veino 

Was  this  preeil  whan  he  law  that  it  was  fo.. 

Goddes  bleifing,  and  his  mothert  alfo. 

And  alle  Halwos,  have  ye.  Sire  Chanon ! 

Sayde  this  preeft,  and  I  hir  malifon. 

But  and  ye  vouchefauf  to  techen  me 

This  noble  craft  and  this  fubtilitec 

I  wol  be  your  in  alle  that  ever  I  may.- 
Quod  the  chanon.  Yet  wol  I  make  aflay 

Theiecond  time,  that  ye  mow  taken  hede, 

And  ben  expert  of  this,  and  in  your  nedc 

Another  day  alfay  in  min  abfence 

This  difcipline  and  this  crafty  fcience. 

Let  take  another  unce,  quod  he  tho. 

Of  quikfilver»  without  en  wordes  mo» 


THE  £haNONE3  VEMANNES  TALK 


rt^ 


And  do  therwith  tsj6  haTC  don  cr  this 
With  that  other  whtch  that  now  filrcr  is. 

The  precft  him  bclieth  all  that  ever  he  can 
To  doQ  as  this  chanon,  this  curfed  man, 
Commandeth  him,  and  faftc  blevre  the  fire 
For  to  come  to  the  e£Fcd  of  his  defire ; 
And  this  chanc>n  right  in  the  mene  while 
Ai  redy  was  this  preefl  eft  to  begile, 
And  for  a  countenance  in  his  homl  bare 
An  holow  iUkke,  (take  kcpe  and  beware) 
Id  the  cnde  of  which  an  unce  and  no  more    ^"^ 
Of  filTcr  limaik  put  was,  as  before  ^ 

Wu  in  his  cole,  and  ftopped  with  wax  wel 
For  to  kepc  in  his  limaile  every  del ; 
And  while  this  preeft  was  in  his  befinelTe 
lliis  chanon  with  his  ftikke  gan  him  dreCTe 
To  him  anoo,  and  his  pouder  caft  in 
A$  he  did  erft,  (the  devil  out  of  his  flcin 
Him  torne,!  pray  to  Ood,  for  his  fallhede. 
For  be  was  ever  falfe  in  thought  and  dedc) 
Aod  with  his  ftikke  above  the  crolTclet, 
That  was  ordained  with  that  falfe  get. 
He  ftirredi  the  coles  til  relenten  gan 
The  wax  again  the  fire,  as  every  man       jft*' 
Bat  he  a  fool  be  wote  wel  it  mote  ncdc,   ^ 
I  Aod  all  that  in  the  HUkke  was  out  yede, 
I  And  in  the  croiTelct  haflily  it  felL 
I     Now,  goode  Sires,  "vtrhat  wol  ye  bet  than  wel  ? 
;  Vhan  that  this  precft  was  thus  begiled  again, 

S&ppofiog  nought  but  trouthe,  foth  to  lain, 
1  He  was  fo  glad  that  I  can  not  expreife 

Iq  do  maaere  his  mirth  and  his  gladnefle, 
I  Acd  to  the  chanon  he  profered  dftfone 
^7  and  go»d.  Yc,  quod  the  chanon,  fonc. 
Though  poure  I  be,  crafty  thou  Ihalt  me  findc : 
fff*^^  thee  wel  yet  is  ther  mor  behinde. 
•  h  ther  any  coper  here  within  f  fayd  he-? 
tc,  Sire,  quod  the  preeft,  I  trow  ther  be. 
£iki  go  beie  us  fom,  and  that  as  fwithe. 
J«W,goude  Sire,  go  forth  thy  way  and  hf«  the* 

He  went  his  way,  and  with  the  coper  he  came 
And  this  chanon  it  in  hisjumdes  name, 
Aod  ff  that  eoper  weycd  out  an  unce. 
I'o  fimple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce, 
Aj  number  of  my  wit,  the  doublenefie 
Of  thii  chanon,  rote  of  all  ctirfedncfte : 
He  femed  firendly  to  hem  that  knew  him  nought, 
Bot  he  was  fendly  both  in  werk  and  thought. 
It  werieth  m^  to  tell  of  his  falfenefle, 
Andnathelesyct  wol  1  it  ezprefle, 
To  dat  entent  men  may  beware  therby, 
Aad  for  non  odier  caufe  trewely. 

He  pot  this  coper  into  the  croftelet, 
And  on  the  fire  as  fwithe  he  hath  it  fet. 
And  caft  in  ponder,  and  made  the  preeft  to  blow. 
And  in  his  werkiog  for  to  ftoupen  low 
^  1m  did  erft,  and  all  n'as  but  a  jape ; 
Ughtas  him  lift  the  preeft  he  made  his  ape; 
^  afterward  in  the  ingot  he  itcaft. 
And  in  the  panne  put  it  at  the  bft 
Of-watcr,  and  in  he  put  his  owen  bond : 
And  in  hb  fleve,  as  ye  beforen  bond 
Hcrdc  me  telle,  he  had  a  filver  teine; 
He  Oily  lokc  it  out,  this  curfed  hcinc, 


(Unweting  this  preeft  of  his  falfe  craft) 

And  in  the  pannes  bottom  he  it  laft, 

And  in  the  water  rombleth  to  and  fro. 

And  wonder  prively  toke  up  alfo 

The  coper  teine,  (not  knowing  thilke  precft) 

And  hid  it,  and  him  hente  by  th&breft. 

And  to  him  fpake,  and  thus  faid  iu  his  game  ^ 

Stoupethadoun;  by  God  ye  be  to  blame; 

Helpeth  me  now,  as  I  did  you  whilere ; 

Put  in  your  bond,  and  loketh  what  is  there. 

This  preeft  toke  up  this  filver  teine  anon ; 
And  thajone  faid  the  chanon.  Let  us  gon 
With  thiie  three  teines  which  that  we  han  wroughe 
To  fom  goldfinith,  and  wete  if  they  ben  ought. 
For  by  my  faith  I  n'olde  for  my  hood 
But  if  theyweren  filver  fine  and  good. 
And  that  as  fwithe  wel  preved  flial  it  be. 

Unto  the  goldfmith  with  thife  teines  three 
They  went  anon,  and  put  hem  in  afTay 
To  fire  and  hammer :  might  no  man  fiiy  nay 
But  that  they  wereU  as  hem  ought  to  be. 

This  foted  preef^  who  was  gladder  than  he  t 
Was  ne^  brid  gladder  agains  the  day, 
Ne  nighringale  in  the  fefon  of  May 
Was  never  non  that  lift  better  to  fing, 
Ne  lady  luftier  in  carolling. 
Or  for  to  fpeke  of  love  and  womabhedc, 
Ne  knight  in  armes  don  a  hardy  dedo 
To  ftonden  in  grace  of  his  lady  dere. 
Than  hadde  this  preeft  this  craft  for  to  lere  ; 
And  to  the  chanon  thus  he  fpake  and  feid : 
For  the  love  of  God  that  for  us  alle  deid. 
And  as  I  may  deferve  it  unto  you. 
What  flial  this  receit  coft  f  telleth  me  now. 

By  our  Lady,  quod  this  chanon,  it  is  dene. 
(  wame  you  wel  that  fiive  I  and  a  frere 
In  Englelond  ther  can  oo  man  it  make. 

No  force,  quod  he :  now.  Sire,  for  Goddcs  bks 
What  fliall  1  pay  ?  telleth  me  I  you  pray. 

Ywis,  quod  he,  it  is  ful  dere.l  fay. 
Sire,  at  o  word,  if  that  you  lift  it  have 
Ye  fhal  pay  forty  pound,  fo  God  me  favc  ; 
And  n*erc  the  frendihip  that  ye  did  er  thx» 
To  me  ye  fliulden  payen  more  ywis. 

This  preeft  the  fura  of  fourty  pound  anon 
Of  nobles  fet,  and  toke  hem  everich  on 
To  this  chanon  for  this  ilke  receit. 
All  his  werking.n*as  but  fraud  and  deceit. 

Sire  Preeft,  he  faid,  I  kepe  for  to  have  no  loos 
Of  my  craft,  for  I  wold  it  Ww*rc  kept  doos,. 
And  as  ye  love  me  kepeth  it  fecrce. 
For  if  men  knewen  all  my  fubtiltee. 
By  God  they  wolden  have  fo  gret  envie 
To  me,  becaufe  of  my  pl.ilofophlc, 
1  fhuld  be  ded,  that  were  non  other  way. 

God  it  forbedc,  quod  the  preeft,  w);at  ye  £ay  f  , 
Yet  had  I  lever  ijpenden  all  the  good 
Which  that  I  have  (and  ottes  were  I  wood) 
Than  that  ye  fliuld  fallen  in  fwiche  milchefe. 

For  your  good  wiU,Sire,have  ye  right  good prefe. 
Quod  the  chanoa ;  and  farewel,^r«M/  m*r€y. 
He  went  his  ^ray,  and  never  the  preeft  him  fey 
After  that  day.  And  whan  that  this  preeft  fiiold 
Makcn  aflay,  at  fwiche  time  as  be  wold> 
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Of  thisreceit,£irewel!  it  n*Q^  not  be. 
Lo,  thus  bcjaped  and  bcgiled  was  be ; 
Thus  nuketh  he  his  introdut^on 
To  bringen  folk  to  kir  definidioo. 

Conlidcreth,  Sires,  how  that  in  cche  eiUt 
Betwixen  men  and  gold  ther  is  dcbat. 
So  feiibrth  that  unnethes  is  ther  noo. 
This  multiplyiRg  fo  blint  many  on 
That  in  good  faith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  caufe  greteft  of  fwiche  fcarfitee. 
Thi|e  philofonhres  fpeke  fo  miftily 
In  this  craft  that  men  cannot  come  therby 
For  any  wit  that  men  have  now  adayes  : 
Hiey  mow  wel  chateren  as  don  thiie  jayes^ 
And  in  hir  termes  fet  hir  luft  and  peine. 
Bat  to  hir  purpos  (hul  they  never  atteinc. 
A  man  may  lightly  lerpe»  tf  he  have  ovght^ 
To  multiplic  and  bring  his  good  to  nought, 
IjO,  fwiche  a  lucre  is  in  this  Tufty  game 
A  mannra  nsinh  iwwol  tume  al  to  gramcy 
And  emptien  alfo  gret  sad  bevy  pudesy 
And  naakcn  folk  for  to  purchafen  cnrfbt 
Of  hem  that  han  therto  hir  good  ylent.    • 
O,  fy  for  fliame!  they  that  ban  be  brem,' ' 
Alas!  can  they  not  flee  the  fires  hete  ? 
Ye  that  it  ufe  I  rede  that  ye  it  kte, 
*ljdk  ye  lefe  all;  for  bet  than  never  is  kte  : 
Never  to  thriven  were  to  long  a  date : 
Though  ye  proU  ay  ye  flml  it  never  6nd ; 
Ye  ben  as  bold  as  ia  Bayard  the  blind. 
That  bkmdereth  forth,  and  peril  calteth  Hon ; 
He  is  as  bold  to  rennc  agains  a  Aoo 
As  for  to  go  bcfidcs  in  the  way : 
So  faren  ye  that  multiplien  I  fay. 
If  that  yonr  eyen  cannot  feen  aright 
Loketh  that  youre  miod  lacke  not  his  fight^ 
^or  though  ye  kke  never  fo  brode,  and  Uare, 
Ye  ihnbi  not  win  a  mite  on  that  chaflfare. 
But  waftcn  att  that  yemuy  rape  and  rcn«e. 
Withdraw  the  fire  left  it  to  fafte  brcnne; 
Medleth  no  more  with  that  art  I  mene. 
For  if  ye  don  your  thrift  h  gon  fill  clene  : 
And  tight  as  fwithe  I  wsol  you  teUen  here 
What  philofophres  lain  in  this  matere^ 

Lo,  thus  futh  Amolde  of  the  newe  toun. 
As  his  Rofarie  makcth  mentioun  > 
He  faith  right  thus,  withouten  any  lie, 
Ther  may  no  man  Mercuric  mortifie 
But  it  be  with  his  brothers  knowlcching. 

JUo>  how  that  he  whidi  ficiU.  faid  this  thing 


Of  philofophres  fsther  was,  Hcmies} 

He  faith  bow  that  the  dragon  doutdes 

Ne  dieth  not  but  if  that  hebeflaia 

With  his  brother ;  and  this  is  for  to  fain 

By  the  dragon  Mercury  and  non  other 

He  underwood,  and  Brimftoae  by  his  brother. 

That  out  of  Sole  and  Luna  were  ydrawe. 

And  therfor»  faid  he.  Take  heed  to  my  (awe: 
Let  no  man  befic  him  this  art  to  feche 
But  if  that  he  the  encention  and  fpeche 
Ofi|^ofophres  nndccftonden  can, 
aA  if  he  do  he  is  a  lewed  man ; 
For  this  fcitoce  and  this  conning  (^uod  he) 
Is  of  the  fecrce  of  fecrees  pardc. 

Alfo  ther  was  a  difctple  of  Plato 
That  on  a  time  laid  his  maifter  to. 
As  his  book  Senior  wol  here  witneife. 
And  this  was  his  demand  in  (bthfafineile. 
Telle  mc  the  name  of  thilke  privee  iUn. 

And  Plato  anfwerd  umo  him  anon ; 
Take  the  ftoo  that  Titanos  men  name. 
Which  is  that  ?  quod  he.  Magnetia  is  thn  Suom 
Saide  Plato.    Ye,  Sire,  and  is  it  thns  ? 
This^M|fffo/ir«s/«r  ifm§thu. 
What  ■  magnetia,  good  Sire,  I  pray  f 

It  is  a  water  that  is  made,  I  iay. 
Of  the  elementes  foure,  quod  Plato. 
Tell  me  the  rote,  good  Sire,  quod  he  tho^ 
Of  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  will 

Kay,  nay,  quod  Plato,  certain  that  I  n*ill  ; 
The  philofophres  were  fwome  everich  on 
That  they  ne  fhuld  difcover  it  unto  non, 
Ne  in  no  book  it  write  in  no  maoere. 
For  unto  God  it  is  fo  lefe  and  dere 
That  he  wol  not  that  it  difcovcved  be 
But  whcr  it  liketh  to  his  deitee  , 

Man  for  to  enfpire,  and  eke  for  to  defende 
Whom  that  him  liketh  ;  lo,  this  is  the  cnde« 

T)han  thns  conclude  I ;  (in  that  God  of  hcvea 
Ne  wol  not  that  the  philoibphres  ncven 
How  that  a  manfhal  come  unto  this  ftoa, 
I  rede  as  for  the  heft  to^  let  it  gon ; 
For  who  fo  qiaketh  God  his  adverfary. 
As  for  to  werkcn  any  thing  in  contrary 
Of  his  will,  certcs  never  fbal  he  thrive. 
Though  that  he  multiply  terms  of  his  live. 
And  ther  a  point,  for  ended  i»  my  Tale, 
God  fend  every  good  man  bote  of  his  bale  t 
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Weti  ye  not  whcr  ftondcth  a  litel  toun 

Which  that  ycleped  is  Bob-up-and-douD, 

Under  the  Blee  in  Cantcrlmry  way  ? 

Tber  gan  our  hofte  to  jape  and  to  play. 

And  iaydc ;  Sirea,  wh^  ?  Dun  U  in  the  mire ; 

It  ther  no  man  £or  praiere  ne  ibr  hire 

That  wol  awaken  our  felaw  behind  f 

A  thefe  him  might  fui  lightly  rob  and  bind : 

See  how  he  nappetfa,  iee,  f(Hr  cockes  bonet» 

As  he  wold  bSlen  from  hia  hors  atones. 

Is  dm  a  coke  of  London,  with  mefchance  ? 

-  Do  him  come  forth,  he  knoweth  his  penance, 

j  ForheflialtettaTakbymyley, 
Aldioogh  it  be  not  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thou  coke,  quod  he ;  God  ycve  the  forwe, 
What  aileth  thee  to  flepen  by  the  BK>rwe  I 
Haft  thoa  had  flecn  al  night,  or  art  thou  dronke  ? 
Or  haft  thon  with  fom  quene  al  night  yfwonke 
So  that  thou  mayft  not  holden  up  thin  bed  ? 
Thia  coke,  that  was  fol  pale  and  nothing  red, 

[(■••ayd  to  our  Hoilc  ;  So  God  my  foule  blefle, 

'  AitherislaUe  on  me  fwiche  hevinefle, 
N'ot  I  nat  why,  that  me  were  lever  to  flcpc 
Than  the  beft  gallon  wine  that  is  in  Chcpc. 

¥^  quod  the  Manciple,  if  it  may  don  efe 
T«fcc,  Sire  Coke,  and  to  no  wight  difplefe 
Which  that  hire  rideth  in  this  compagnie, 
And  that  our  Hofte  wcl  of  his  curtelie ; 
1  woTu  now  excnle  thee  of  thy  Talc, 
For  in  good  faith  thy  vifagc  is  fol  pale  : 
Thin  eyen  dafen,  fothly  as  me  thinketb. 
And  wcl  I  wot  thy  breth  ful  foure  ftinkcth. 
That  Ihcwcth  wcl  thou  art  not  wd  difpofed : 
Of  me  certain  thou  (halt  not  ben  yglofed. 
See  bow  he  galpcth,  lo,  this  dronken  wight, 
Al  though  he  wold  us  fwalow  anon  right ! 
Hold  cbfc  thy  mouth,  man,  by  thy  father  kin ; 
TU  devil  of  belle  fet  his  foot  thcrin. 
Thy  corfed  breth  enfcAen  wol  us  allc  : 
Fj,  ftinkinff  fwioe !  fy,  foul  mote  thee  ba&He ! 
A  !  taketh  heed.  Sires,  of  this  lufty  man. 
Now,  Iwctc  Sire  !  wol  ye  juft  at  the  fan  ? 
Thcrto  me  tkinketh  ye  be  wd  yibape  : 
I  trow  that  ye  have  dronken  win  of  ape. 
And  that  is  whan  men  playen  with  a  ftraw. 

And  with  thi»  fpcchc  the  cokev«raxed  all  wraw. 
And  on  the  Manciple  he  gan  not  fail 
fcf  lacke  of.  % ecbci  ajid  douo  his  hors  him  cai^ 


Wher  as  he  lay  til  that  men  him  up  toke  t 
This  was  a  faire  chivachee  of  a  coke  : 
Alas  that  he  ne  had  hold  him  by  his  ladel ! 
And  er  that  he  agen  were  in  the  iadel 
Ther  was  gret  fboving  bothe  to  and  fh> 
To  lift  him  up,  and  mochel  care  and  wo. 
So  unweldy  was  this  Mj  palled  goft ; 
And  to  the  Manciple  then  ipake  our  Holb 
Becaufe  that  drinke  hadi  dominatiott 
Upon  this  man,  by  my  faWation 
I  trowe  he  Icwcdly  wol  tcU  hb  Talc  ; 
For  wcr  it  win  or  old  or  moifty  ale 
That  he  hath  dronke  he  foeketh  in  hisnoft. 
And  fnefeth  faft,  and  eke  he  hath  the  pofe  ; 
He  alfo  hath  to  don  more  than  ynougfa 
To  keep  him  on  his  capel  out  of  the  flou^ 
And  if  he  felle  from  of  his  capel  cfitfbne 
Than  fliul  we  alle  have  ynough  to  done 
In  lifting  up  hi*  hevy  dronken  cdrs. 
Tell  on  thy  Tale,  of  him  make  I  no  force. 

But  yet,  Manciple,  in  faith  thou  art  to  nic« 
Thus  openly  to  reprcve  him  of  his  vice ; 
Another  day  he  wol  paraventure 
Recleimen  thee,  and  bring  thee  to  the  hire; 
I  mene  he  fpeken  wol  of  fmalc  thinges. 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekeninges, 
That  were  not-honcft  if  it  came  to  prcfc. 

Quod  theManciplc,That  were  a  gret  mefchefe^ 
So  might  he  lightly  bring  mc  in  the  faarc ; 
Yet  had  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
Which  he  writ  on  than  he  (hnld  with  me  firive  : 
I  wol  not  wrathen  him,  fo  mote  I  thrive  : 
That  that  I  fpake  I  &yd  it  in  my  bourd 
And  wete  ye  what  ?  I  have  here  in  my  gourd 
A  draught  of  win,  ye  of  a  ripe  grape, 
And  right  anon  ye  (hul  feen  a  good  jape ; 
This  coke  (hal  drinke  thcrof  if  that  I  may ;     ' 
Up  peine  of  my  lif  he  wol  not  fay  nay. 

And  certainly,  to  tcllen  as  it  was. 
Of  this  veflelt  the  coke  dranke  faft,  (alas  1 
What  ncdeth  it  f  he  dranke  ynough  befome) 
And  whan  he  hadde  pouped  in  his  home 
To  the  Manciple  he  toke  the  gourd  again ; 
And  of  that  drinke  the  coke  was  wonder  fain. 
And  thonked  him  in  fwiche  wife  as  he  coude. 

Than  gan  our  Hofte  to  langhcn  wonder  loude 
And  fayd ;  I  fee  wel  it  is  neceflary 
Whcr  that  wc  gon  good  drinke  with  us  to  cary, 
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For  that  wol  ttirnen  rancour  and  difefe  |  WoHhip  and  thonkt  be  to  thy  deicee. 

To  accord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apcfc  j  Of  that  matere  yc  get  no  more  of  me. 

O  Bacchus,  Bacchus !  blefled  be  thy  name,  j  Tale  on  thy  Tale,  Manciple,  I  thee  pray. 

That  io  canft  tumen  emeft  into  game  ;  I      Wei,  Sire,  quod  he,  now  hcikcneth  what  I  Uj, 
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WttAM  Phebos  dwelled  here  in  erth  adoun. 

As  olde  bookcs  maken  mentioun. 

He  was  the  mode  lufty  bacheler 

Of  all  this  world,  and  eke  the  bed  archer  : 

He  flow  PHiton  the  ferpent  as  he  lay 

Sleping  againi  the  fonne  upon  a  day, 

And  many.another  noble  worthy  dede 

He  with  his  bow  wrought,  as  men  mowen  rede. 

Playen  be  coude  on  every  minftrakie. 
And  dngen  that  it  was  a  melodic 
To  hercn  of  his  dere  vols  the  foun  : 
Certes  the  King  of  Thebes  Amphioun, 
That  with  his  Snging  walled  the  citee, 
Coud  never  iinKen  half  fe  wcl  as  he. 
Therto  he  was  the  femeliefte  man 
That  is  or  was  fithen  the  world  began. 
What  nedeth  it  his  feturo  to^iefcrive  ? 
Tor  in  this  world  n'is  non  fo  faire  on  live ; 
He  was  therwith  fulfilled  of  gcntillefle. 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfiteworthineiTe. 

This  Phebus,  that  was  floure  of  bachelerie. 
As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  chivalrie. 
For  his  difport,  in  figne  eke  of  vidorie 
Of  Phiton,  fo  as  telleth  us  tl^  (lorie. 
Was  wont  to  beren  in  his  bond  a  bowe. 
Now  had  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  crowe. 
Which  in  a  cage  he  foilred  many  a  day. 
And  taught  it  fpeken,  as  men  teche  a  jay. 
Whit  was  this  crowe,  as  is  a  fhow-whit  fwan, 
And  contrefete  the  fpechc  of  every  man 
He  coude  whan  he  (hulde  tell  a  tale  : 
Therwith  in  all  this  world  no  nightingale 
Ke  coude  by  an  hundred  thoufand  del 
Singen  fo  wonder  merily  and  weL 

Now  had  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  wif 
Which  that  he  loved  more  than  his  lif, 
And  night  and  day  did  ever  his  diligence 
Hire  for  to  plefs  and  don  hire  reverence ; 
Save  only,  if  that  I  the  foth  ihal  fain, 
Jelous  he  was,  and  world  have  kept  hire  fain, 

♦  nioebus  kepeth  «  white  crow  which  can  fpctk  as  a  jay. 
The  crow  accurcth  bb  vrlle*  of  whom  he  waa  too  Jealoufe, 
to  have  played  falfc  In  hiaabfence;  hereupon  with  an 
■rrow  he  flayethhia  wife  but  after  repenting  of  his  ram- 
scCi  he  takctn  rcrcnge  of  the  ci  uw.    l/rry. 


For  him  were  loth  yjaped  for  to  be, 
And  fo  is  every  wight  in  fwiche  degree  f 
But  all  for  nought,  for  it  ava^leth  nought. 
A  good  wif,  that  is  dene  of  werk  and  theugl^t 
Shuld  not  be  kept  in  non  await  certain ; 
And  trewely  the  labour  is  in  vain 
To  kepe  a  (hrcwc,  for  it  wol  not  be. 
This  hold  I  for  a  veray  nicetee  , 

To  fpillen  labour  for  to  kepcn  wiv^ ; 
Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  hir  lives« 
But  now  to  purpos  as  1  firft  began. 
This  worthy  Phebus  doth  all  that  he  caif 
To  plefen  hire,  wening  thurgh  fwiche  pkfuxe^ 
And  for  his  manhood  and  his  governance. 
That  no  man  ihulde  put  him  from  hire  grace; 
But  God  it  wote  ther  may  no  man  embrace 
As  to  dellretnc  a  thing  which  that  Nature 
Hath  naturelly  fet  in  a  creature. 

Take  any  brid  and  put  it  in  a  cage» 
And  do  all  thin  entente  and  thy  corage 
To  fofter  it  tendrely  with  mete  imd  dirinke 
Of  alle  deintees  that  thou  canft  bethinke,      ^ 
And  kepe  it  al  fo  clenely  as  thou  may. 
Although  the  cage  of  gold  be  never  fogay. 
Yet  had  this  brid  by  twenty  thoufand  fold 
Lever  in  a  forcft  that  is  wilde  and  cokl 
Gon  eten  wormes  and  fwiche  wretchednefle : 
For  ever  this  brid  will  don  his  befinefle 
To  efcape  out  of  his  cage  whan  that  he  may; 
His  libertee  the  brid  deiireth  ay. 

Let  take  a  cat,  and  fofter  hire  with  milke 
And  tendre  flelh,  and  make  hire  couche  of  6Skc, 
And  let  hire  fee  a  mous  go  by  thi  wall. 
Anon  tkt  weiveth  milkc  and  flefli  and  all» 
And  every  deintee  that  is  in  chat<hous, 
Swiche  appetit  hath  (he  tQ  ete  the  mous. 
Lo,  here  hath  kind  hire  domination. 
And  appetit  flemeth  difcretion.- 

A  (he-wolf  hath  alfo  a  vilains  kind ; 
The  lewedefte  wolf  that  (he  may  find. 
Or  left  of  reputation,  wol  flie  take 
In  time  whan  hire  loft  to  have  a  make. 

All  thife  enlamples  fpeke  I  by  thife  men 
That  ben  untrewc^  an4  nothing  by  woaie*  5 
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For  men  hare  ever  a  tikerous  appetit' 
Od  lower  thing  to  parforme  hir  delit 
Than  on  hir  wives,  be  they  never  fo  faire, 
Ne  never  fo  trewe,  ne  fo  debonaire. 
Fldh  is  fo  newe^uigle,  with  mefchance, 
T)ut  we  ne  coo  in  nothing  have  plefance 
Hiat  founeth  onto  vertue  any  while. 

This  Phebus,  which  that  thought  upop  no  gilc, 
Difceived  was  for  all  his  jolitee. 
For  onder  him  another  hadde  {he, 
A  Quui  of  litel  reputation, 
Nought  worth  to  Phebus  in  comparifon  : 
Tiic  more  harme  is :  it  happcth  often  fo. 
Of  which  ther  cometh  mochel  harme  and  woi 

And  fo  be£ell  whan  Phebu9  virai  abfene 
'  His  wif  anon  hath  for  hire  lemman  fent. 
Hire  lemman !  certes  t&at  is  a  knaviih  fpeche  ; 
Foryeve  it  me,  and  that  I  you  befeche ; 

The  wife  Plato  fayth,as  ye  mow  rede, 
The  wQrd  muA  nede  accorden  wit  the  dede : 
If  menihul  tellen  proprely  a  thing 
Tl^  word  mna  cofin  be  to  the  werking. 
I  im  a  boiftous  man,  right  thus  fay  1 ; 
Ther  is  no  difference  trewcly 
Betwixt  a  wif  that  is  of  high  degree 
(If  of  hire  body  dlihonefl  Sie  be) 
And  any  poure  wenche,  other  than  thui» 
(If  it  fo  be  they  werken  both  a&is) 
Bn  for  the  gcntil  is  in  eftat  above 
She  ihal  be  cleped  his  Lady  and  his  Love, 
And  for  that  other  is  a  poure  woman 
Sie  flial  be  cleped  his  Wenche  and  his  Lemm&n ; 
And  God  it  wote,  mine  owcn  dere  brother  [ 
Men  lay  as  low  that  on  as  lith  that  other. 

Right  fo  betwixt  atitleles  tiraunc 
And  an  omlawe,  or  elles  a  thcfe  erraunt| 
The  (amc  I  lay ;  -ther  is  no  difference, 
(To  Alexander  told  was  this  fentence) 
Rit  for  the  tyrant  is  of  grcter  might 
By  force  of  meine  for  to  fle  doun  right. 
And  brcnoen  hous  and  hom,  and  make  all  plain, 
Lo^dierfore  is  he  cleped  a  Capitain  ; 
And  fortheoatlawe  hath  but  finale  meine. 
And  may  not  do  fo  grct  an  harme  as  he, 
Kc  hring  a  contree  to  fo  gret  mefchiefc. 
Men  depen  bim  an  Outlawc  or  a  Thefe. 

Bot  for  I  am  a  man  not  textuel 
1  wol  not  tell  of  textes  never  a  del  5 
J  wol  go  to  my  Talc  as  I  began. 

^Tiin  Phebus  wif  had  fent  for  hire  lenunan 
Aooa  they  wrooghten  all  hir  luft  volagc. 
fhi«  white  crowe,  that  hcng  ay  in  the  cage. 
Beheld  hir  werke,  and  fayde  never  a  word ; 
And  whan  that  komc  was  come  Phebus  the  lord 
This  crowe  fong  Cuckow,  cuckow,  cuckow  ! 
What?  brid,quod  Phebus,  what  fong  Ungefl  thou 
Kc  were  thou  wont  fo  merily  to  fmg,         [now  ? 
That  to  my  hcrtc  it  was  f  rcjoyfing 
To  here  thy  vols  ?  Alas !  what  fong  is  this ! 

By  God,  quod  he,  I  finge  not  amis. 
Phebus,  (quod  he)  for  all  thy  worthineffe. 
For  all  thy  beaatee  and  all  thy  gentillcflc. 
For  all  thy  fong  and  all  thy  minflralcie. 
For  all  thy  waning,  blercd  is  thin  eye 


With  on  of  litel  reputation. 

Not  worth  to  thee  as  in  comparifon 

The  mountance  of  a  gnat,  fo  mote  I  thrive^ 

For  on  thy  bcddc  thy  wif  I  (aw  him  fwiVe. 

What  wol  you  more  f  the  crowe  anoii  him  |nll% 
By  fade  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bold, 
How  that  his  wif  had  don  hire  lecherie 
Him  to  grct  fhame  and  to  gret  vtlanie, 
And  told  him  oft  he  fawe  it  with  hi^  eyen. 

Tlys  Phebus  gan  awayward  for  to  wrica  f 
Him  thought  his  wofnl  herte  hntt  atwo ; 
His  bowe^e  bent,  and  fet  therin  a  flo. 
And  in  his  ire  he  hath  his  wif  yflain  : 
This,  is  the  cffed^,  ther  is  no  more  to  fain  ;      • 
For  forwe  of  which  he  brake  his  minfbralciCa 
Both  harpe  and  lute,giteme  and  (autrie. 
And  eke  he  brake  his  arwes'  and  his  bowe. 
And  after  that  thus  fpake  he  to  the  crowe  : 

Traitour,  quod  his,  with  tonge  of  fcorpion 
I'hou  haft  me  brought  to  my  confufion  : 
Alas  that  I  was  wrought !  why  n'ere  I  dedc  I 

O  dere  wif,  o  gemme  of  luftyhcde ! 
That  were  to  me  fo  fade  and  eke  fo  trewe, 
l^ow  UeH  t|iou  ded,  with  face  pale  of  hcwe» 
Ful  gilteles,  that  durft  I  fwere  ywis. 

O  rakel  bond !  to  do  fo  foule  a  mis : 
O  troubled  wit,  o  ire  reccheles ! 
That  una4vifcd  fmrteft  gliteles : 

0  wantruft !  fill  of  falfe  fufpecion, 
Wher  was  thy  wit  and  thy  difcretion  f 

O  !  every  man  beware  of  rakelneiTe, 
Ne  trowe  no  thing  withouten  flrong  witneffe  \ 
Smite  not  to  fonc  er  that  ye  weten  why, 
And  beth  avifed  wel  and  fikcrly 
Or  ye  do  any  execution 
Upon  your  ire  for  fufpecion. 
Alas !  a  thdufand  folk  hath  rakel  ire 
Fully  fordon,  and  brought  hem  in  the  mire, 
Alas !  for  forwe  I  wol  myfelven  fle. 

Ar:d  to  the  crowe,  O  falfe  thefe !  faid  he» 

1  wol  thee  quite  anon  thy  falfe  tale ; 
Thou  fong  whilom  like  any  nightingale. 
Now  (halt  thou,  falfe  thefe,  thy  fong  forg^n. 
And  eke  thy  white  fcthers  cverich  on, 

Ne  never  in  all  thy  lif  ne  fhalt  thou  fpeke ; 
Thus  fhul  men  on  a  traitour  ben  awrdce. 
Thou  and  thin  offspring  ever  fhul  be  blake, 
Ne  never  fwete  noife  fhul  ye  make. 
But  ever  eric  ageins  tempeft  and  rain. 
In  token  that  thtu-gh  thee  my  wif  is  flain. 

And  to  the  crowe  he  ftert,  and  that  anon. 
And  pulled  his  white  fethers  cverich  on, 
And  made  him  blak,  and  rtdt  him  all  his  fong 
And  eke  his  fpeche,  and  out  at  dore  him  flong 
Unto  the  devil,  which  I  him  betake; 
And  for  this  caufc  ben  alle  crowes  blake. 

Lordings,  by  this  enfample  I  you  pray 
Beth  ware,  and  taketh  kcpe  what  that  ye  fay, 
Ne  tclleth  never  man  in  all  your  lif 
How  that  another  man  hath  dight  his  w9; 
He  wol  you  hateu  mortally  certain. 
Dan  Salomon,  as  wife  dcrkcs  lain, 
Techeth  a  man  to  kepe  his  tonge  wel ; 
But,  as  I  fayd,  I  am  no  tcxtucl  \ 
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But  mtheles  thus  taughte  me  my  dame ; 
My  fone,  thinke  on  the  crowe  a  Goikhei  name : 
My  fone^  kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  kcpe  thy  frend ; 
A  wicked  toDge  is  worfe  than  a  fend  : 
My  (one,  from  a  fende  men  oay  hem  hkile : 
My  fone,  God  of  his  eodeles  goodnefie 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth,  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  (huld  him  ariien  what  he  ^peke  : 
My  fone,  fill  often  for  to  mochel  f^ieche 
Hath  many  a  man  ben  ijpilt,  as  clerket  techc. 
But  for  a  litel  fpecfae  aTi&dly 
Is  no  man  ihent,  to  fpeken  generally : 
My  fone,  thy  tonge  ihuldeft  thou  reftmne 
At  alle  time,  hut  whan  thou  daft  thy  peilus 
To  fpekc  of  Cfod  in  honour  and  prayere : 
The  firfte  vertue,  fone«  if  thou  wolt  lere, 
Is  to  reftraine  and  k<^>en  wel  thy  tonge ; 
Thus  leren  children  whan  that  they  be  yonge : 
My  fonc,  of  mochel  fpeking  evil  avifed, 
Ther  lefle  fpeking  had  ynough  fnffifed, 
Cometh  mochel  harme  :  thus  was  me  told  and 
In  mochel  fpeche  finne  wanteth  naught,  [uught, 
Woft  thou  wherof  a  rakel  tonge  fermh  i 
l^ght  u  a  fwcrd  forcutteth  and  forkervcth 


An  arme  atwo,  my  dere  (one !  right  1* 

A  tonge  cuttcth  frcndlhip  a&  atwo  : 

A  jangler  is  to  God  ahhominahle; 

Rede  balomon,  fo  wife  and  honourable. 

Rede  David  in  his  Plalmes,  rede  Senek. 

My  fone,  fpeke  not  but  with  thyn  bed  Aon  heck  i 

Diffimulc  as  then  wtrc  dcfe  if  that  Aou  here  . 

A  janglour  Qieke  of  perilous  matere. 

The  Fleming  fayth,  and  leme  if  that  diee  left. 

That  litel  jangling  canfeth  mochel  relL 

My  fone,  if  thou  no  wicked  word  haft  £ud 

Thee  thar  not  dredcn  for  to  be  bewraid ; 

But  he  that  hath  miflayd,  I  dare  wel  lain. 

He  may  by  no  way  depe  his  word  again. 

Thing  that  is  fayd  is  layd,  and  forth  it  goth  ; 

Though  him  repent,  or  be  him  never  fo  loth. 

He  is  his  thral  to  whom  that  he  hath  Uyd 

A  tale  of  which  he  is  now  evil  apaid. 

My  fone,  beware,  and  be  non  auAour  newe 

Of  tidings  whether  they  ben  falfe  or  trewe  : 

Wher  fo  thou  come,  amonges  high  or  lotre, 

Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thinke  upon  the  crowe* 
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fir  that  the  Manciple  had  hit  tale  ended 
Thefasne  fro  the  fouth  line  was  defcended 
Solowe,that  it  ne  was  not  to  my  fight 
Degrees  nine-aBd-twenty  as  of  hight, 
Foore  of  the  cbk  it  was  tho,  as  I  gefle. 
For  enletea  foot,  a  litel  more  or  kflc, 
Mj  Ihadow  was  at  thilke  time  as  there. 
Of  fwiche  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 
lo  fix  feet  equal  of  proportion ; 
Tlicnriili  the  mones  exaltation, 
I  mene  Libra,  alway  gan  afcende 
As  we  were  entriog  at  tbcthoTpeseade ; 
\  For  which  onr  Hofte^  he  was  wont  to  gie 
I  As  in  this  cas  onr  |blly  compagnie, 
Win  this  wife;  Lordings  eyerich  on, 
Now  bckedi  us  no  Tales  mo  than  on : 
FaifiQed  is  my  fentence  and  my  decree ; 
I  Itrowc  that  we  faan  herd  of  eche  degree  t 
Almoft  foifiUed  in  myn  ordinance ; 
1  pny  to  Ood  to  ycve  him  right  g;ood  chance 
limteneth  ns  this  Tale  hiftiJy. 

Sirt  Ptteft,  quod  he,  art  thou  a  Ticary, 
Or  vt  thena  Peribn  f  iay  foth  by  thy  fay. 
Be  what  thon  be  ne  breke  thou  not  our  play, 
For  erery  man  iaTC  thou  hath  told  bis  Tale, 
^^nhokd  and  fliew  us  what  is  in  thy  male ; 
Fortiewely  me  thinketh  by  thy  chere 
'^^  Mdcft  knicte  np  wel  a  gret  matere. 
Tcfl  ma  fable  anon,  lor  cockcs  bones. 

Urn  Petfim  htm  anfwcrd  al  at  ones; 
T^  geteft  £sbte  non  ytold  for  ne, 
l^Frak,  that  writeth  mto  Timochc, 
I^cpRfcth  hem  that  wetven  foth&ftoefle, 
And  tdlen  fisblci  and  fwiche  wretchednefle. 
^  iudd  1  iowcn  draf  oat  of  my  fift 
^^HuB  I  may  fewen  wbete  if  that  me  lift  ! 
Fsr  which  I  &y,  if  that  yon  lift  to  Kcft 
MpniiQe  and  ^rrmsovs  moti^^ 


And  than  diat  ye  vnA  yeve  me  audacflo^ 
I  wold  ful  fain  at  Criftes  rererence 
Don  you  plefance  lefiil,  as  1  can ; 
But  trufteth  wel  I  am  a  fotheme.man ; 
I  cannot  gefte,  rom,  ram,  ru^  by  my  letter. 
And,  God  wote,  rime  hoH  I  but  litel  better ; 
And  theribre  if  you  lift,  I  wol  not  glofe, 
I  wol  you  tell  a  litel  Tale  in  profe 
Toknitte  up  all  thisfi^e  and  makean  cnde^ 
And  Jefu  for  his  grace  wit  me  iende 
To  fhewen  yon  the  way  in  this  Tiage 
Of  thilke  parfit  glorious  pilgrimage 
That  hight  Jerufalem  celefttal : 
And  if  ye  -vouchefauf  anon  I  fhal 
ficginne  upon  my  Tale,  for  which  I  pray 
Tell  yonr  arn :  I  can  no  better  fay- 
But  natheles  this  meditation. 
I  put  it  ay  under  cnrredUon 
.Of  derkes,  for  I  am  not  textnd : 
I  take  but  the  fentence,  trufketh  me  wel : 
Therlbre  I  make  a  proteftation 
That  I  wol  ftanden  to  corredion. 

Upon  this  word  we  han  aflented  fboe  ; 
For  as  us  fiemcd  it  was  for  to  done. 
To  enden  in  fom  Tortuous  fentence. 
And  for  to  yere  him  fpace  and  audienoc. 
And  bade  our  Hofte  he  fhulde  to  him  fay 
That  alle  we  to  tell  his  Tale  him  pray. 

Our  Hofte  had  the  wordes  for  us  sdle : 
Sire  Preeft,  quod  he,now  fiure  you  befUle  ; 
Say  what  you  liil,  and  we  fhul  gladly  l^re. 
And  widi  that  word  he  faid  in  this  maoere  ^ 
Telleth,  qood  he,  yonr  meditation, 
But  hafteth  you,  theibnne  wol  adoun: ' 
Beth  frndhious,  and  that  in  Htel  fpace. 
And  to  do  wd  Ood  fende  yo«  hia  grace* 
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OvR  fwcee  Lord  God  of  heren,  that  no  man  wol 
perifh,  but  wol  that  we  comen  all  to  the  know- 
Icching  of  him,  and  to  the  hUsful  lif  that  is  par* 
thirabk,  amoncfteth  u»  by  the  prophet  Jcrcmic, 
thatfayth>io  thitwifc»  Stondeth  upon  the  wayes, 
and  fecth,  and  axeth  of  the  oide  pathet,  that  is  to 
fay,  of  olde  fentences»  which  is  the  good  way ^  and 
walkcth  in  that  way,  apd  ye  (hul  finde  reireihing 
for  yoor  fottles.  Many  ben  the  wayesfpirituel  that 
ieden  folk  to  our  Lord  Jcfu  CriH,  and  to  the  regne 
«f  glory;  of  which  wayes  ther  is  a  fol  noble  way, 
mnd  wel  covenable,  which  may  not  faille  to  man, 
<ie  to  woman  that  thnrgh  (tone  hath  mifgon  fro 
the  right  way  of  Jerufalem  celeftial,  and  this  way 
iscleped  Penance,  of  which  man  ihold  gladly  her- 
ken  and  enquercn  with  all  his  herte,  to  wete  what 
is  penance,  and  whenncs  it  is  cleped  penance,  and 
how  many  maneres  ben  of  adions  or  wcrkings  of 
penance,  and  how  many  fpicet  ther  ben  of  pe- 
nance, and  which  thinges  apperteinen  and  beho- 
ven  to  penance,  and  which  thioget  difbroublen 
penance. 

Seint  Ambrofc  fiiyth,that  penance  is  the  plain* 
ing  of  man  for  the  gilt  that  he  hath  don,  and  no 
more  to  do  any  tMng  for  which  him  ought  to 
plaine;  and  fom  dolour  fayth.  Penance  is  the 
waymentiag  of  man  that  forweth  for  his  fimie, 
and  peineth  himfelf  for  he  hath  mifdon.  Penance 
with  certain  drcumftances  is  vo-ay  repentance  of 
tnan,  that  holdeth  himfelf  in  forwe  and  other  peine 
for  his  giltes;  and  for  he  ihal  be  veray  penitent  he 
ihal  firft  bewailen  the  iinnes  that  he  hath  don,  and 
iledfaftly  purpofen  in  his  herte  to  hare  (hrift  of 
mouth,  and  to  don  (atisfaAioi),  and  never  to  don 
thing  for  which  him  ought  more  to  bewayle  or 
eomplainCf  and  to  continue  in  good  weckes,  or 
cUcff  his  repentance  may  not  ayaUe  :  for,  as  Seint 
IlMor  fayth.  He  is  ajaper  and  a  gabber,  and  not 
verly  repentant,  that  eftfones  doth  thing  for 
which  him  oweth  to  repent.  Weping,  and  not  for 
to  iUnt  to  do  fmne,  may  not  ayaile.  But  natheles 
men  (huld  hope  that  at  every  time  that  man  fal- 
ieth,  be  it  never  (o  oft,  that  he  may  arife  thurgh 
penance,  if  he  have  grace ;  but  certain  it  is  gret 
doute  ;  for,  as  faith  Seint  Gregorie,  Unnetbcs  a- 

♦  Jerem.  vi.  i  •«  State  fUper  r\x9,  et  vfdete,  et  Interro- 
**  sate  dc  remitts  antlqaic,  quae  fit  vi«  bona,  et  ambu- 
**  4«te  iDca:  ctiAvcniccUr^tificriuni  animabiw  vcltrit.*' 


rifeth  he  out  of  finne  that  is  charged  with  the 
charge  of  evil  ulage  :  and  thcrfore  repentant  folk, 
that  ftint  for  to  finne,  and  forlote  finne  or  that 
finne  forlete  hem,  holy  chirche  holdeth  hem  fiker 
of  hir  lalv4ion  :  and  he  that  finneth  and  veiailf 
repenteth  him  in  his  laft  day,  holy  chirche  yet  bo- 
peth  his  fidvation,  by  the  grete  mercy  of  our  Lord 
Jefu  Crtft,  for  his  repentance  ;  bnt  take  ye  the 
fiker  and  certain  way. 

And  now,  fith  I  have  declared  you  what  thiof 
is  penance;  now  ye  ihul  uqderftend  that  ther  bea 
three  anions  of  penance.  The  firft  is,  that  a  sua 
be  baptised  after  that  he  hath  finned.  Seint  A«- 
guftine  fayth.  But  be  be  penitcuit  f or  his  old  fiahi 
lif,  he  may^ot  beginae  the  ncwe  dene  lif;  for 
certes,  if  he  be  baptifed  without  penitence  of  his 
old  gilt,  he  receiveth  the  marite  of  baptifine,  bot 
not  the  grace,  ne  the  remiifion  of  his  finnes,  til  he 
have  very  repentance.  Another  defaut  is,  that  mea 
don  dedly  finne  after  that  they  have  received  bip- 
tifine.  The  thridde  defaute  is,  that  men  fall  in  ve- 
nial finnes  after  hir  baptifine  fira  day  to  day : 
therof  fayth  Seint  Augufiin,  that  penance  of  good 
and  humble  folk  is  the  penance  of  every  day. 

The  Xpices  of  penance  ben  three.  That  od  of 
hem  is  iolempnc,  another  is  commune,  and  the 
chridde  privee.  Thilke  penance  that  is  folempne 
is  in  twp  maneres,  as  to  be  put  ont  of  holy  chixihc 
in  lenton,  for  fiaughter  of  children,  and  fwichc 
maner  thing  :  another  is,  whan  a  man  hath  fin- 
ned openly,  of  which  finne  the  fame  is  openly 
fpoken  in  the  contrec,  and  than  holy  chirche  by 
jugement  diftreyseth  him  for  to  do  open  peaance : 
common  penance  is  that  preeftes  enjoinen  men  ia 
certain  cas,  as  for  to  go  paraventore  naked  on  pil- 
grimage or  bare  foot :  privee  peaance  is  thilke 
that  men  dqn  all  day  for  privee  finnes,  of  which 
we  (hrive  us  prively,  and  receive  privse  penuce. 

Now  (halt  thou  underftond  what  is  behoveful 
and  fieceflary  to  every  parfit  penance ;  and  this 
ftont  on  three  thinges,  contrition  of  herte,  coofef- 
fion  of  mouth,  and  iatisfadion ;  £6r  which  (ayth 
Seint  John  Chrifoftome,  Penance  diftreineth  i 
man  to  accept  benignely  every  peine  that  him  i» 
enjoined  with  contrition  of  herte,  and  fhrift  of 
mouth,  with  fatisfac^on,  and  wcrking  of  all  maner 
humilitee.  And  this  is  ihiitful  penance  ayenfi  tho 
three  thinges  in  which  we  wrathen  our  Lord  Jcln 
Crifi ;  this  is  to  fay,  by  delit  in  thinking,  by  rcche^ 


tefoefle  in  fpeking,  and  by  wicked  finful  werking :  j 
and  ayehll  thife  wicked  giites  is  penance,  tl^t  | 
mij  be  Ukened  unto  a  tree.  ' 

The  rote  of  this  tree  is  contrition,  that  hidetli 
ium  in  the  herte  of  him  that  is  veray  repentant, 
right  as  the  rote  of  the  tree  hideth  him  in  the 
mhe.  Of  this  rote  of  contrition  fpringeth  a  ftalke 
that  bereth  branches  and  leves  of  confeflion,  and 
fruit  of  (atisfadion ;  of  which  Crift  fayth  in  his 
Gofpell,  Doth  ye  digne  fruit  of  penitence,  for  by 
tlm  fruit  mow  men  onderftonde  and  knowe  this 
trK,aod  not  by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte 
of  nun,  ne  by  the  branches,  ne  the  leves  of  con- 
fcffion:  and  therfore  our  Lord  Jefu  Cttft  faith 
tins,  By  the  fruit  of  hem  (hal  ye  knowe  hem. 
(^thif  rote  alfo  l)>ringeth  a  feed  of  grace,  which 
iced  is  moder  of  flkemeire,  and  this  feed  is  eger 
and  hote.  The  grace  of  this  feed  fpringeth  of  Ood^ 
thnrgh  remembrance  on  the  day  of  dome  and  on 
the  pcines  of  helle.  Of  this  matere  fayth  Salo- 
mon, that  in  the  drede  of  God  man  forletteth  his 
fione.  The  hete  of  this  fede  is  the  love  of  God, 
ud  the  defiring  of  the  jpye  perdurable.  This 
tcte  draweth  the  herte  of  man  to  God,  and  doth 
him  htte  his  iinne;  for  fothly  ther  is  nothing 
that  iaToureth  (o  fotc  to  a  child  as  the  milke  of 
hif  oorice,  ne  nothing  is  to  him  more  abhomina- 
ble  than  that  milke  -vidian  it  is  medled  with  other 
Qute.  Right  fo  the  linful  man  that  loveth  his 
&ac,him  femeth  that  it  is  to  him  moft  fwete  of 
any  thmg,  but  fro  that  time  that  he  loveth  fadly 
wLord  Jcfu  Crift,  and  defireth  the  lif  perdurable, 
thcr  ii  to  him  nothing  more  abhominaUe;  for 
My  the  Uwe  of  God  is  the  love  of  God :  for 
which  David  the  prophet  fayth,  I  hive  loved  thy 
live,  and  hated  wickcdnefie  :  he  that  loveth  God 
^tepcdi  his  kwe  and  his  word.  This  tree  faw  the 
prophet  Daniel  in  fpirit  upon  the  vifion  of  Na* 
huchodonofor,  whan  he  confeillcd  him  to  do  pe- 
nance. Penance  is  the  tree  of  lif  to  hem  that  it 
receivcn;  andhc  that  holdeth  him  in  veray  penance 
H  Wifrfnl,  after  the  fentence  of  Salomon. 

In  thtt  penance  or  contrition,  man  ihal  under- 
wood fourc  tbjnges;  that  is  to  fay,  what  is  contri- 
tion, and  which  ben  the  caufes  that  moven  a  man 
to  contrition,  and  how  he  (huld  be  contrite,  and 
what  contrition  availeth  to  the  foule*  Than  i»  it 
thoi^  that  contrition  is  the  veray  forwe  that  a  man 
f«eivcth  in  his  herte  for  his  finnes,  with  fad  pur- 
postofluiveh  him^  and  to  do  penance,  and  never 
i&oreto  don-finnc.  And  this  forwe  (hal  be  in 
thismaner,  as  fayth  Scint  Bernard;  it  fhal  ben 
Uxf  and  grevoQs,  and  ful  (harp  «iind  poinant  in 
bene ;  firft,  for  a  m&n  hath  agilted  his  Lord  and 
^*  aeatour,  and  inore  (harpe  and  poinant,  for  he 
•^ath  agiltod  his  father  ccleftial,  and  yet  more 
^^isrpc  and  poinant,  for  he  hath  wrathed  and  agilt« 
cd  him  that  bonghte  him,  that  with  his  precious 
l>iod  hath  delivered  us  fro  the  bondes  of  Iinne, 
^(ro  the  cmeltee  of  tbe  devil,  and  fro  the  peines 
cf  belle. 

The  caufes  that  ought  to  meve  a  man  to  con- 
I  trition  ben  (ixe.  Firft,  a  man  (hal  remembre  him 
of  his  finnes ;  but  loke  that  that  remembrance  nc 
be  to  him  no  delit  by  no  way,  but  grete  (hams  and 
fcnfe  for  hb  dimes;  for  Job  fayth|  Sinful  men 
Vou  I; 
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don  wcrkes  worthy  of  eonfedioh ;  and  therefore 
fayth  Ezechiel,  I  wol  remembre  me  all  the  yeres 
of  my  lif  in  the  bitteme(re  of  my  herte  j  and  God 
fayth  in  the  Apocalipfe,  Remembre  you  fro  whens 
that  ye  ben  fall,  for  before  the  time  that  ye  (inned^ 
ye  weren  children  of  God,  and  limmes  of  the 
re^e  of  God ;  but  for  your  iinne  ye  ben  waxen 
thral,  and  foule  membres  of  the  fende,  hate  of 
angels,  fclaunder  of  holy  chirche,  and  fode  of  the 
falfe  ferpent>  perpetuel  matere  of  the  fire  of  helle^ 
and  yet  more  foule  and  abhonnnable  for  ye  trcf-* 
paifen  ib  oft  times  as  doth  the  hoimd  that  torneth 
again  to  cte  his  own  fpcwing,  and  yet  fouler  for 
your  long  ^continuing  in  (inne,  and  your  fiufiil  u^ 
(age,  for  whjch  ye  be  roten  in  your  (innes  as  a 
beeft  in  his  donge.  Swiche  tnanere  thoughtes 
make  a  mail  tb  h^ve  (hame  of  his  finne  and  no 
delit,  as  God  fayth  by  the  prophet  Ezechiel,  Ye 
(hul  remembre  you  of  your  wayes,  aiid  they  (hul 
difplefe  you.  Sothly  fii.nes  ben  the  waies  that 
lede  folk  to  bell. 

The  fecond  caufe  that  ought  to  make  a  man  to 
have  difdeigne  of  dnne  is  this,  thatj  as  faith  ^eint 
Peter,  Who.  fo  doth  (inne  is  thral  to  (inne,  and 
fmne  putteth  a  man  in  gret  thraldom,  and  ther- 
fore fayth  the  prophet  Ezechiel,  I  went  forwcful, 
and  had  difdeigne  of  rriyfclf.  Ccrtes  wei  ought  si 
man  have  difdeigne  of  fmne,  and  withdraw  him 
fro  thit  thraldom  and  vilany.  And  b,  What  (hyth 
Seneke  in  this  mater  ?  He  faith  thus.  Though  I 
wift  that  neither  God  ne  man  (huld  never  know 
it,  yet  wold  I  have  difdeigne  fdr  to  do  (iim^« 
And  the  fame  Seneke  alfo  fayth,  I  am  borne  tc» 
greter  thinges  than  to  be  thral  to  my  bodyj  ot  for 
to  make  of  my  body  a  thral.  Nc  a  fouler  thral 
may  ho  man  ne  woman  make  of  his  body  than  for 
to  yeve  his  body  to  finhe  :  al  were  it  the  foule(b 
chorle  or  the  fouled  woman  that  liveth,  and  Iclk 
of  value,  yet  is  he  than  more  foule  and  more  in 
fervitude.  Evet  ffo  the  higher  degree  that  man 
fallethj  the  more  is  he  thral,  and  more  to  God 
and  to  the  world  vile  and  abhominable.  O  good 
God  !  wel  ought  a  man  have  difdeigne  of  (inne^ 
fith  that  thnrgh  (inne  ther  he  Avas  free  he  id  made 
bond  :  and  therfore  fayth  Seint  Auguftine,  It 
thou  haft  difdeigne  6f  thy  (ervant,  if  he  offend  or 
(innei  have  thou  than  difdeigne  that  thou  thy  felf 
(huldeft  do  (inne.  Take  reward  of  their  owen 
value  that  thou  ne  be  to  foule  to  thy  felf.  A- 
las!  wel  oughten  they  than  have  difdeigne  to 
be  fervants  and  thralles  to  finne,  and  fore  to  be 
a(hamedof  hemfelf,that  God  of  hisendlcs  good- 
neflc  hath  fctte  in  high  cftat,  or  yeve  hem  wittfe, 
ftrcngth  of  body,  helc,  bcautcc,  or  profperitee, 
and  bought  hem  fro  the  deth  with  his  herte 
blood,  that  they  fo  unkindly  agains  his  gentil* 
IclTe  quiten  him  fo  vilainflyi  to  (laughter  of  hir 
owcii  foules,  O  good  God  I  ye  women  that  ben 
of  gret  beautce,  remembreth  you  on  the  pro-» 
verbe  of  Salomon,  that  likeneth  a  faire  womaii 
that  is  a  fool  of  hire  body,  to  a  ring  of  gold  that 
is  wome  in  the  groinc  o^a  fowe;  for  right  as  a 
fowe  wroteth  in  every  ordure,  fo  wroteth  (he  hiret 
beautee  in  ftinkiog  ordure  of  finne.  ' 

The  thridde  caufe  that  ought  to  mcve  a  man  to . 
contrition,  is  drede  of  the  day  of  dome^  and  of  fh^ 
M 
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horrible  pcmcsof  hellc;  for,  as  Scint  Jerome  fayth, 
At  every  time  that  me  rcmembrcth  of  the  day  of 
dome  I  quake;  for  whan  I  etc  or  drinke,  or  do 
what  fo  I  do,  fcvcr  femcth  me  that  the  trompe 
fowneth  in  mm  erc»,  Rifcth  ye  up  that  ben  dcd, 
and  Cometh  to  the  jugement.  O  good  God! 
moche  ought  a  man  to  drede  fwichc  a  jugcment, 
thcr  as  we  jhutbc  alle,  as  Scint  Poulc  fayth,  be- 
fore the  ftreit  jugement  of  oiirc  Lord  Jcfu  Crift, 
wheras  he  (hal  make  a  general  congregation, 
whcras  no  man  may  be  abfent ;  for  certcs,  thcr 
availeth  non  ciToine,  ne  non  excufntion ;  and  not 
only  that  our  defau€e»  ihul  be  jugeci^  but  eke  that 
all  our  werkes  (Mil  openly  be  knoweit.  And,  as 
fayth  Seint  Bernard,  Thcf  nc  Aral  no  plcting  availe, 
ne  no  fleight :  We  fhal  yeve  rekening  of  CTcrich 
idle  word :  ther  Ihal  we  have  a  juge'that  may 
not  be  deceived,  ne  corrupt :  -and  why  ^  for  ccrtes 
all  our  thoughtcsbendifcovered  as  to  him  :  nefor 
prayer,  ne  for  raede  he  wil  not  be  corrupt ;  and 
therfore  faith  Salomon,  The  wrath  of  God  nc  wol 
not  fpare  no  wight  for  prayer,  ne  for  yeft ;  and 
tkcrfore  at  the  day  of  dome  ther  is  non  hope  to 
efcape;  wherfore,  as  fayth  Seini  Anfelme,  Ful 
gret  anguiih  fhal  the  finful  folk  have  at  that  time  i 
^hcr  fhal  be  the  flerne  and  wroth  juge  fitting  a- 
kovc,  and  under  him  the  horrible  pitte  of  hellc 
©pen,  to  deflroye  him  that  woldc  not  be  knowen 
his  fmnes,  which  Hnncs  fhullen  openly  be  fhewcd 
before  God  and  before  every  creature ;  and  on 
the  left  fide  mo  divels  than  any  herte  may  thinke 
for  to  hary  and  drawc  the  finful  foules  to  the  pitte 
of  hellc ;  and  within  the  hcrtcs  of  folk  fhal  be  the 
biting  confciencc,  and  without  forth  fhal  be  the 
world  all  brcnning.  Whither  than  fhal  the  wretch- 
ed foule  flee  to  hide  him  ?  Ccrtes  he  may  net  hide 
J»im,hcmul>comcforthand  fhewehimj  forcertcs,as 
faith  Scint  Jerome,the  erth  fhal  cafl  him  out  of  it,and 
the  fee,  and  alfo  the  aire;  that  fhal  be  ful  of  thon- 
dcr  clappes  and  lightnings.  Now  fothly,,  who  fo 
wil  remcmbrc  him  of  thefc  thinges  1  gcfTc  that 
his  finncs  fhal  not  tome  him  to  delit,  but  to  grete 
forwe  for  drede  of  the  peine  of  hclle ;  and  ther- 
fore faith  Job  to  God,  Suffer,  Lord,  that  I  may  a 
while  bewaile  and  bcwepe  or  1  go  without  rc- 
torning  to  the  derke  lond  ycovrrcd  with  the  ( 
dcrkeneffc  of  deth  to  the  lend  of  mifefe  and  of 
derkenclfe,  whcras  is  the  fhadow  of  deth,  wheras 
is  non  ordrc  nc  ordinance,,  but  grifly  drede,  that 
ever  fhal  lafl.  Lo,  here  may  ye  fee  that  Job  pray- 
ed Bcfpitc  awhile  to  bewcpe  and  watle  his  trc fpasy 
for  fothcly  on  day  of  rcfpite  is  better  than  all  the 
trcfour  of  this  world  :  and  for  as  moche  as  a  man 
niay  acquite  himfelf  before  God  by  penitence  in 
this  world,  and  not  by  trefour,  therfore  fhuld  he 
pray  to  God  to  yeve  him  rcfpite  a  while  to  bc- 
wcpcn  and  bewailen  his  trcfpas;  for  ccrtes,  all 
the  forwe  that  a  man  might  make  fro  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  n'is  but  a  litel  thing  at  regard 
of  the  forwe  of  hclle.  'Vhp  caufc  why  that  Job 
clcpcth  hclle  the  lond  of  dcrkneUe,  underflondeth 
that  he  clcpcth  it  londe  or  crth,  for  it  is  flable 
and  never  fhal  faile,  and  derke,.  for  he  that  is  in 
hclle  hath  dcfautfe  of  light  naturel;  for  ccrtes  the 
dtrkc  light  that  fhal  come  out  of  the  fire  that  ever 


fhall  brennc  fhall  tome  hem  all  to  peine  that  M 
iA  hellc,  for  it  fheweth  hem  the  horrible  liivels 
that  hem  tormenten  covered  with  the  derkencfle 
of  deth ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  he  that  is  in  hcUe 
fhal  have  dcfautc  of  the  fight  of  God,  for  certc* 
the  fight  of  God  is  the  lif  perdurable.  The  dcrk- 
nelTc  «f  deth  ben  the  finncs  that  the  wretched 
man  hath  don,  which  that  df  flroublen  him  to  ice 
the  face  of  God,  right  as  a  derke  cloud  hetwene 
us  and  the  fonne  :  it  is  londe  of  mifefe,  bccaufe 
that  ther  ben  three  maner  of  dclautcs  ayenft  three 
thinges  that  folk  of  this  world  han  in  this  prcfent 
lif,  that  is  to  fay,  honoures,  delites,  and  richcffes. 
Ayenfl  honour  have  they  in  hclle  fhame  and  con- 
fufion,  for  wcl  ye  wote  that  men  depen  hr- 
nour  the  reverence  chat  man  dt)th  to  man,  but 
in  hclle  is  non  honour,  ne  reverence,  for  ccrtes 
no  more  reverence  fhal  be  don  thcr  to  a  king 
than  to  a  knave;  for  which  God  (aith  by  the 
prophet  Jercmie,  The  folk  that  me  defpifen 
fhal  be  in  defpite.  Honour  is  atfb  ckpcd  gret 
lordefhip  :  thcr  fhal  no  wight  ffcrven  other  but  of 
harme  and  turment.  Honour  is  alfo  clepcd  gret 
dignitce  and  highneffe ;  but  in  hclle  fhal  they  be 
alle  fortroden  of  divels :  as  God  fayth.  The  hor» 
rible  divels  fhul  gon  and  comcn  upon  the  hedcs  of 
dampned  folk ;  and  this  is,  for  as  moche  as  the 
higher  that  they  were  in  this  prcfent  lif  the  more 
fhul  they  be  abated  and  defeulcd  in  hclle.  Ayenft 
the  richcffc  of  this  world  fhul  they  have  mifefe  of 
pavcrte,  and  this  povcrte  fhall  be  in  foure  thinges, 
in  dcfautc  of  trcfour,  of  which  David  fayth.  The 
richs  folk,  that  enbraccden  and  oncden  all  hir 
hcrte  to  trcfour  of  tliis  world,  fhul  flepe  in  the 
fleping  of  deth,  and  nothing  ne  fhul  they  find  io 
hir  hondcs  of  all  hir  trcfour.  And  moreovtf,  the 
mifefe  of  hclle  fhall  be  in  dcfautc  of  mete  and 
drink ;  for  God  fayth  thus  by  Moyfcs,  They  fhul 
be  wafled  with  honger,  and  the  briddcs  of  hcUe 
fhul  devoure  hem  with-  bitter  deth,  and  the  gall 
of  the  dragon  fhal  ben  hir  drinke,  and  the  vcnime 
of  the  dragon  hir  morfels.  And  farther  over  hir 
mifefe  fhal  be  in  dcfautc  of  clothing,  for  they  fhul 
be  naked  in  body  as^  of  clothing,  favc  the  fire  in 
which  they  brennc,  and  other  filthcs;  and  naked 
fhul  they  be  in  feule,  of  all  maner  vcrtues  whiclr 
that  is  the  clothing  of  the  foule.  Wher  ben  thail 
the  gay  robes,  the  foft  fhetes,  and  the  fyn  (hcrtcs? 
l>o,  what  fayth  God  of  hcven  by  the  prophet  E-^ 
feie  ?  that  under  hem  fhul  be  flrewed  mothes,and 
hir  covertures  fhul  ben  of  womies  of  hcUe.  And 
further  over,  hir  mifefe  fhal  be  in  dcfautc  of  fren- 
des,  for  he  is  not  poure  that  hath  good  frendcs  r 
but  ther  is  no  frend,  for  neither  God,  ne  no  good 
creature  fhal  be  frend  to  hem,  and  everich  of  hem 
fhal  hate  other  with  dcdly  hate.  The  fonncs  and 
the  doughters  fhal  rebel  ayenfl  father  and  mother, 
and  kinrcd  ayenfl  kinred,  and  chiden  and  defpifen 
echc  other  both  day  and  night,  as  God  fayth  by 
the  prophet  Micheas;  and  the  lovin^^  children, 
that  whilom  loveden  fo  flefhly,  everich  of  hem 
wold  eten  other  if  they  might :  for  how  fbuld 
they  love  togedcr  in  the  peincs  of  hclle  whan  they 
hated  echc  other  in  the  profperitee  of  this  lif?  for 
tnifle  wcl  hir  flefhly  love  was  dcdly  hate ;  aslaitit 
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tii«  prophrt  David,  Who  fo  that  loveth  wick- 
cdnefTe  he  hateth  his  owen  foulc,  and  who  fo  ha* 
trth  his  own  foulc  ccrtcs  he  may  love  non  other 
wight  in  no  manerc;  and  therefore  in  ho^e  is 
no  folace,  ne  no  frendihip,  hut  ever  the  more 
kicredes  that  hen  in  hcllc,  the  more  curfing,  the 
more  chiding,  and  the  more  dcdly  hate,  thcr  is 
among  hem.  And  further  over,  thcr  they  fliul 
have  dcfaute  of  all  maner  delites,  for  certes  delites 
ben  ther  the  appetites  of  the  five  wittcs,  as  fight, 
heriog,  ihielling,  favouring,  and  touching.  But  in 
helle  hir  light  ihal  be  ful  of  derkcnelTe  and  of 
fenoke^  and  hir  eycn  ful  of  teres,  and  hir  hering 
ful  of  waimenting  and  grinting  of  teeth,  as  fayih 
Jefo  Crift,  Hir  nofc  thirlcsfliul  be  ful  of  ftinking; 
and,  as  (aythEfay  the  prophet.  Hir  favouring  (hal  be 
ful  of  bitter  galle;  and  touching  of  allhir  body  ihall 
be  covered  virith  fire  that  never  (hal  quenche,  and 
with  wormes  that  never  Ihal  die,  as  God  fayth  by 
the  month  of  £fay,  And  for  as  moche  as  they  Ihul 
not  wene  that  they  mow  dien  for  peine,  and  by 
deth  flee  fro  peine,  that  mow  they  underftonde  in 
the  word  of  Job,  that  fayth,  Ther  is  the  Ihadow 
of  deth.  Certes  a  (hadowe  hath  likeneiTe  of  the  thing 
of  which  it  ii  (hadowed,  but  (hadowe  is  not  the 
Itme  thing  of  which  it  is  (hadowed :  right  fo 
fireth  the  peine  of  helle ;  it  is  like  deth  for  the 
horrible-  aoguifh  :  and  why  ?  for  it  peineth  hem 
ever  as  though  they  fhuld  die  anon;  but  certes 
they  (hul  not  dien;  for,  as  fayth  Scint  Gregory, 
To  wretched  caitifes  (hal  be  deth  withoutcn  deth, 
and  code  withoutcn  ende,  and  defaute  withouteii 
failing ;  for  hir  deth  ihal  alway  live,  and  hir  ende 
(hal  ever  more  beginne,  and  hir  defaute  (hal  never 
fiik  ;  and  thcrfore  fayth  Scint  John  the  Evarige- 
lifty  They  (hul  folow  deth  and  they  (hul  not  finde 
him,  and  they  (huldefire  to  die  and  deth  (hal  flee 
from  hem.  And  eke  Job  faith,  that  in  helle  is  non 
ordre  of  rule.  Ancl  al  be  it  fo  that  God  hath 
create  all  thing  in  right  ordre,  and  nothin?  with- 
ooten  ordrc,  bat  all  thinges  ben  ordred  and  nom- 
bred,  yet  nathelet  they  that  ben  dampned  ben 
■othtng  in  ordre,  ne  hold  non  ordre ;  for  the  erth 
ihal  bere  hem  no  fruite ;  (for,  as  the  prophet  Da- 
vid (ayeth,  God  (hal  dcftroy  the  fruite  of  the  erth 
as  fro  hem)  ne  water  (hal  yeve  hem  no  moiihire, 
oe  the  aire  no  refreihing,  ne  the  fir£  no  light : 
for,  as  uyth  Seint  Bafil,  The  brenning  cf  the 
fire  of  this  world  (hal  God  yeve  in  helle  to  hem 
that  hen  dampned,  but  the  light  and  the  clere- 
neiPt  ihal  b«  yeve  in  heven  to  his  children,  right 
aft  the  good  man  yeveth  Qelh  to  his  children 
and  boKS  to  his  houndes.  And  for  they  (hul 
hare  noB  hope  to  efcape,  fayth  Job  at  laft,  that 
ther  ihal  horrour  and  grifly  drcde  dwellen  with-< 
oaten  ende.  Horrour  is  ahvay  dredc  of  harme 
that  is  to  come,  and  this  drede  (hal  alway  dwel  in 
the  hertes  of  hem  that  ben  dampned ;  and  ther-' 
(ore  hao  they  lome  all  hir  hope  for  fcven  caufcf ; 
firft,  for  God,  that  is  hir  juge,  (hal  be  withoutcn 
mercie  to  hem,  and  they  may  not  plcfe  him  ne 
noQ  oC  his  halwes,  ne  they  may  yeve  nothing  for 
hir  raiMifom,  ne  they  have  no  vots  to  fpcke  to 
kun,  ne  they  may  not  flee  fro  peine,  ne  they  have 
•o  goodoeiTe  io  hem  ihat  they  may  (hew  IQ  doli^ 
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ver  hem  fro  peine ;  and  thetfore  fayth  Salcrmon; 
The  wicked  man  dieth,  and  whan  he  is  ded  he 
(hal  have  non  hope  to  efcape  fro  peine.  Who  fo 
than  woM  wel  underftonde  thefe  peines,  and  be- 
thinke  him  wel  that  he  hath  deferved  thefe  peines 
for  his  (innes,  certes  he  (hulde  have  more  talent 
to  fighen  and  to  wepc  than  for  to  finge  and  playe; 
for,  as  fayth  Salomon,  Who  fo  that  had  the  fcience 
to  know  the  peines  that  ben  eilabhfhed  and  or- 
dcined  for  finne  he  wold  forfokc  finne  :  That  fci- 
ence, fayth  Seint  Auftin,  maketh  a  man  to  wai- 
mentcn  in  his  hcrte. 

The  fourthe  point  that  oughte  mdce  a  man  have 
contrition  is  the  forwcful  remembrance  of  the  good 
dedes  that  he  hath  lefte  to  don  here  in  erthe,  and 
alfo  the  good  that  he  hath  lome.  Sothly  the  good 
werkes  that  he  hath  Icftc,  cither  they  be  the  good 
werkes  that  he  wrought  er  he  fell  into  dedly 
dnne,  or  elles  the  good  werkes  that  he  wrought 
while  he  lay  in  finne.  Sothly  the  good  werkes 
that  he  did  before  that  he  fell  in  dedly  (inne  ben 
all  mortified,  aftoned,  and  dulled,  by  the  eft  fin- 
ning ;  the  other  werkes  that  he  wrought  while  he 
lay  in  finne  they  ben  utterly  ded  as  to  the  lif  per-* 
durable  in  heven.  Than  thilke  good  werkes  that 
ben  mortified  by  eft  finning,  which  he  did  while 
he  was  in  charitee,  moun  never  quicken,  ayea 
without  vcray  penitence :  and  therof  fayth  God 
by  the  mouth  of  Ezechiel,  If  the  rightful  man 
rctorne  again  fro  his  rightwi(he(rc  and  do  wick^ 
edneffe  (Jial  he  liven  ?  nay ;  for  all  the  good 
workcs  that  he  hath  wrought  (hul  never  be  in  re- 
membrance^ for  he  (iiaf  die  in  his  finne.  And 
upon  thilke  chapitre  fayth  Seint  Gregorie  thus^ 
that  we  (hal  underftpnde  this  principally,  that 
when  we  don  dedly  finne  it  is  fof  nought  than  to 
remembre  or  drawe  into  memorie  the  good 
werkes  that  we  have  wrought  bcfomy  for  eerte^ 
in  the  werking  of  dedly  finne  ther  is  no  truft  in 
no  good  wcrk  that  we  have  don  befpm ;  that  is 
to  fay,  as  for  to  have  therby  the  lif  perdurable 
in  heven.  But  natheles  the  good  werkes  quicken 
again  and  comen  again,  and  helpe  and  availe  to 
have  the  lif  perdurable  in  heven,  whan  we  have 
conuitibn  ;  but  fothly  the  good  ^erk«s  that  meii 
don  while  they  ben  in  dedly  finne^  for  as  moche 
as  they  were  don  in  dedly  finne,  they  may  ne-- ' 
vcr  quicken ;  for  certes  tlilogthat  never  had  lif,ma/ 
never  quicken  ;  and  natheles  al  be  it  fo  that  they 
availen  not  to  have  the  lif  perdurable,  yet  availeni 
they  to  abreggen  the  peine  of  helk,  or  elles  to 
get  temporal  richcfTes,  or  elles  that  God  ^ol  the 
rather  enlomine  or  (ight  the  h'erte  of  fhe  finful 
man  to  have  repentance ;  and  eke  they  availen  for* 
to  ufen  a  man  to  do  good  werkes  tlhat  the  fende 
have  the  leCTe  power  of  his  foulc.  And  thiis  the 
corteis  JU)rd  Jefti  Crift  ne  woll  that  no  good  werfc 
that  men  don  be  lofte,  for  in  fom<^ha£  it  (hal  aJ 
vaile.  But  for  as  moche  as  the  good^  werkes  that 
men  d«n  while  they  ben  in  good  lif  ben  all  amor<^ 
tiled  by  finne  fofowing,  and  eke  fith  all  the  good 
werkes  that  men  don  while  they  ben  in  dcdly  Snnd 
hen  utterly  dcd,  as  for  to  have  the  lif  perdurable^ 
wel  may  that  man  that  no  good  work  oe  dotH 
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fing  thiike  newe  FrenHie  fong,  J*  ay  t»wt  penh  men 
tempi  et  mom  iaiwr ;  for  certes  finne  bcrereth  a 
man  both  goodnefTc  of  nature  and  eke  the  good- 
neffc  of  grace ;  for  fothly  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Goft  fareth  like  fire  that  may  not  ben  kilc,  for  fire 
faileth  anon  as  it  forletteth  hiswerking,and  right  fo 
grace  faileth  anon  as  it  forletteth  his  wcrking.  Than 
lefeth  the  finful  man  the  goodneffc  of  glorie,  that 
only  is  bight  to  good  men  that  labouren  and  wer- 
ken  weL  Wei  may  he  be  fory  than  that  oweth  all 
h\i  lif  to  God  as  long  as  he  hath  lived,  and  alfo  as 
long  as  he  ihal  live,  that  no  goodnefTe  ne  hath  to 
paie  with  his  dette  to  God,  to  whom  he  oweth  all 
his  lif;  for  truft  wel  he  ihal  yeve  accomptes,  as 
iayth  Scint  Bernard,  of  all  the  goodes  that  ban 
ben  .yeven  him  in  this  prefent  Of,  and  how  he 
hath  hem  difpended,  in  fo  moche  that  thcr  (hal 
not  periihe  an  here  of  his  bed,  ne  a  moment  of 
an  houre  oe  (hal  not  periihe  of  his  time  that  he 
nc  ihal  yeve  therof  a  rckening. 

The  fifthe  thing  that  ought  to  meve  a  man  to 
contrition  is  remembrance  of  the  paiTion  that  our 
JLord  Jefu  Criil  fufTcred  for  cmr  iinnes ;  for,  as 
fayth  Seint  Bernard,  While  that  I  live  I  (hal  have 
xemembrance  of  the  travailes  that  our  Lord  Jefu 
Criil  fuifered  rn  prechtng,  bis  werincifc  in  travel- 
ling, his  temptations  whan  he  failed,  his  long  wak- 
inges  whan  he  prayed,  his  teres  whan  he  wept  for 
pitee  of  good  peple,  the  wo,  and  the  ihame,  and 
the  filtbe,  that  men  fayden  to  him,  of  the  foule 
fpitting  that  met  ijpitten  in  his  face,  of  the  buf- 
fettes  that  men  yave  him,  of  the  fonle  mouthes 
thd  of  the  foule  reprevcs  that  men  faiden  to  him, 
of  the  nayles  with  which  he  was  nailed  to  the 
cro0e,  and  of  all  the  remenant  of  his  paflion  that 
he  fulTred  for  mannes  finne,  and  nothing  for  his 
gilte.  And  here  ye  ihul  underiland  that  in  mannes 
linnc  is  every  maner  order  or  ordinance  toamed 
up  fo  doun  ;  for  it  is  foth  that  God  and  refon,  and 
fenfualitee,  and  the  body  of  man,  ben  ordained 
that  everich  of  thife  fourc  thingcs  ihuld  have 
lordihip  over  that  other,  as  thus ;  God  (hold  have 
lordihip  over  refon,  and  refon  over  fenfualitee, 
and  fenfualitee  over  the  body  of  man.  But  foth- 
ly whan  man  iinneth  al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is 
turned  up  fo  doun;  and  therfore  than,'  for  as 
moche  as  refon  of  man  ne  wol  not  be  fubgct  ne 
o()cifant  to  God,  that  is  his  Lord,  by  right  ther- 
fore Icfcth  it  the  lordihip  that  it  ihuld  have  over 
fenfualitee,  and  eke  over  the  body  of  man  :  and 
why  ?  for  fenfualitee  rcbelleth  than  ayenft  refon, 
and  by  that  way  lefcth  refon  the  lordihip  over 
fenfualitee  and  over  the  body ;  for  right  as  refon 
is  lebel  to  God,  right  fo  is  icnfualitee  rebel  to  re- 
fon and  the  body  alfo  And  certes  this  difordi- 
nance  and  this  rebellion  our  Lord  Tefu  Crift  a- 
bought  upon  his  precious  body  fill  dere  :  and 
herkcneth  in  whichc  wife ;  for  as  moche  as  refon 
is  rebel  to  God,  therfore  is  man  worthy  to  have 
forwe,  and  to  be  dcd  :  this  fnifred  our  Lord  Jefu 
Criil  for  man  after  that  be  had  be  bctraiedof  hisdif- 
ciple,  and  diilreined  and  bounde,  fo  that  his  blood 
brail  out  at  every  nail  of  his  hondcs,  as  faith  Seint 
Auguflin.  And  ferthcrmcrc,  for  as  moche  as  re- 


fon of  noan  wol  not  daunt  fenfualitee  wkifl  It 
may,  therfore  is  man  worthy  to  have  ihame ;  aod 
this  foifred  our  I^ord  Jefu  CriA  for  man  whan 
they  fpittcn  in  his  viiage«  And  fertherover,  fdr 
as  moche  as  the  caitif  body  of  man  is  rebel  both 
to  refon  and  to  fenfualitee,  therfore  it  is  worthf 
the  deth ;  and  this  fuiTred  our  Lord  Jefu  Crift 
upon  the  croife,  wheras  ther  was  no  part  of  his 
body  free  without  grete  peine  and  bitter  palEoo ; 
and  all  this  fuffi-ed  our  Lord  Jefu  CriSt  that  never 
forfaited :  and  thus  fayd  he ;  To  mochel  am  I 
peined  for  thinges  that  I  never  dcfcrved,  and  to 
moche  defouled  for  ihendihip  that  man  is  worthy 
to  have :  and  therfore  may  the  iinfnl  man  wd 
fay,  as  fayth  Seint  Bernard,  Accurfed  be  the  bit- 
tcrneffe  of  my  iinne,  for  whiche  ther  muil  be 
fuifered  fo  moche  bittemefle  :  for  certes  after  the 
divers  difcordance  of  our  wickedneite  was  the 
pailion  of  Jefu  Crift  ordeined  in  divers  thinges,  it 
thus ;  certes  fmiul  mannes  foule  is  betraied  of  the 
divel  by  coveitife  of  temporel  profperitcc,  and 
fcomed  by  diiceite  whan  he  chefeth  fleihly  delites, 
and  yet  it  is  turmented  by  impatience  of  adTer- 
dtee,  and  bcfpct  by  fervage  and  fubjedion  of 
fmne,  and  at  the  laft  it  is  ilain  finally.  For  this 
difcordancc  of  finful  man  was  Jefu  Crift  iirft  be- 
traied, and  after  that  was  he  bounde  that  came 
for  to  unbinde  us  of  finne  and  of  peine ;  than  wu 
he  befcoraed  that  only  ihuld  have  ben  honoured  in 
alle  thinges  and  of  alle  thinges ;  than  was  his  ri- 
fage,  that  ought  to  be  deSred  to  he  fcen  of  ill 
mankind  (in  which  vifage  angels  deiiren  to  lokc) 
vilainily  befpet ;  than  was  he  fcourged  that  no- 
thing had  trefpafted;  and,  finally,  Uian  was  he 
crucified  and  ilain  :  than  were  accompliihed  the 
wordes  of  Efaie,  He  was  wounded  for  our  mif- 
dedes,  and  defouled  for  our  felonies.  Now  fith 
that  Jefu  O^ift  toke  on  himfelf  the  peine  of  »U 
our  wickednefles,  moche  ought  finful  man  to  wepe 
and  to  bewaile  that  for  his  finnes  Goddes  fonc  of 
heven  ihuld  all  this  peine  endure. 

The  fixte  thing  that  ihuld  move  a  man  to  con- 
trition is  the  hope  of  three  thinges;  that  is  to  fay, 
foryevnneflc  of  fmne,  and  the  yeft  of  grace  for  to 
do  wcj,  and  the  glorie  of  heven,  with  whichc 
God  ihal  guerdon  man  for  his  good  dcdes :  and 
for  as  moch*  as  Jefu  Crift  yeveth  us  thife  yeftcs 
of  his  largeneife  and  of  his  foveraine  bountee, 
therfore  is  he  deped  Jc/m  Saxarenm$  Rex.  J*^ 
crum,  Jcfus  is  for  to  fay  Saviour  or  Salvation,  on 
whom  men  ihul  hopen  to  have  foryevenelTe  of 
iinnes  which  that  is  proprcly  falvation  of  finnes; 
and  therfore  fayd  the  angel  to  Jofeph,  Thou  Ihilt 
clcpe  his  name  Jefus  that  ihal  faven  his  peple  of 
hir  finnes.  And  hereof  faith  Seint  Peter,  Ther 
is  non  other  name  under  heven,  that  is  yeven  to 
any  man,  by  which  a  man  may  be  faved  bat  only 
Jefus.  Nazarenus  is  as  moche  for  to  fay  as  flo- 
riihing,  in  which  a  man  ihal  hope  that  he  that 
yeveth  him  remifiSon  of  finnes  fhal  yeve  himsM* 
grace  wel  for  to  do;  for  in  the  flour  is  hope  of  fruit 
in  time  coming,  and  in  foryevcneffe  of  imneshope 
of  grace  wel  to  do.  1  was  at  the  dore  of  thin 
herte,  fayth  Jefus,  and  depcth  for  to  cater '^  he 
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tlimt  openeth  to  me  ihal  have  foryeveneiTe  of  hit 
finnes,  And  1  wol  enter  into  hini  bj  my  grace,  and 
ibupe  with  him  by  the  good  werkes  that  he  ihal 
don,  which  werket  ben  the  food  of  God,  and  he 
(hal  foupe  with  me  by  the  gret  joye  that  I  ihal 
ycrc  him.  Thns  ihal  man  hope  that  for  hit  werkes 
of  penance  God  (hal  yeve  him  his  regne»  as  he  be- 
highc  him  in  the  Gofpel. 

Now  (hal  man  underftande  in  which  maner  ihal 
be  hit  contrition.  I  fay  that  it  ihal  be  univerfal 
and  total ;  thit  is  to  fay,  a  man  ihal  be  reray  re- 
pentant for  all  hit  finnes  that  he  hath  don  In  delite 
«f  hit  thought,  for  delite  it  perilout :  for  tber 
ben  two  maner  of  cosfentiages ;  that  on  of  hem 
It  deped  Confenting  of  AficAion,  whan  a  man 
is  meved  to  do  iinne,  and  than  deKteth  him  longe 
for  to  thinke  on  that  finne,  and  his  refon  apper- 
ccireth  it  wel  that  it  is  iinne  ayenil  the  lawe  of 
God,  and  yet  his  refon  refraineth  not  his  foule 
delite  or  talent  though  he  fee  wel  apcrtly  that  it  is 
ayenfl  the  reverence  of  God ;  although  his  refon 
confcnt  not  to  do  that  iinne  indede,  yet  fayn  fom 
dodoort  that  fwiche  delite  that  dwelleth  longc  it 
ful  perikus,  al  be  it  never  So  lite :  and  alio  a  man 
Ihnlid  (brrow,  namely  for  all  that  ever  he  hath  de- 
fired  ayenft  the  lawe  of  God,  with  par6te  con- 
fenting of  his  refon,  for  therof  it  no  doute  that 
it  it  dedly  finne  in  confenting ;  for  certet  thcr  it 
Qo  dedly  iinne  but  that  it  it  6ril  in  mannes  thought, 
and  after  that  in  hit  delite,  and  fo  forth  into  con- 
fenting and  into  dede ;  wherfore  I  fay  that  many 
men  nc  repent  hem  never  of  fwiche  thoughtes 
and  delites,  ne  never  ihriven  hem  of  it,  but  only 
of  the  dede  of  gret  finnes  outwaid ;  wherfore  I 
fay  that  fwiche  wicked  delitet  ben  fubtil  begilert 
of  hem  that  ihul  be  dampned.  Moseover,  man 
ought  to  forwen  for  his  wicked  wordet  as  wel  at 
for  hit  wicked  dedes,  for  certet  repentance  of  a 
finguler  finne,  and  not  repentant  of  all  his  other 
finnet*  or  elles  repenting  hun  of  all  his  other  finnes 
and  not  of  a  iinguler  iinne,  may  not  availe ;  for 
certea  God  Almighty  it  aU  good,  and  therfore 
cither  be  foryeveth  all,  or  elles  right  nought ;  and 
therfore  fayth  Scint  Angnftm,  I  wote  certainly 
that  God  it  enemy  to  every  iinner :  and  how  than  ? 
be  diat  obicrveth  on  iinne  ihal  he  have  foryeve- 
ocfle  of  the  remenant  of  hit  other  iinnes  ?  nay. 
And  fiutherover,  contrition  ihuld  be  wonder 
foiiffcful  and  anguiihout,  and  therfore  yeveth 
him  God  plainly  his  mercie  :  and  therfore  whan 
my  foule  was  anguiihout,  and  (brweful  within 
me,  than  had  I  remembrance  of  God  that  my 
prakr  might  come  to  him.  Furtherover,  contri- 
tion mufie  be  continuel,  and  that  man  have  ilcd- 
hOt  pvrpofe  to  ihrtve  him  «nd  to  amend  him  of  hit 
lif ;  for  fothly  while  contrition  laileth  man  may 
ever  hope  to  have  foryevenefie  :  and  of  this  com- 
eth  h^te  of  finne,  that  deiboyeth  finne  bothe  in 
hiffiielf  and  eke  in  other  folk  at  hit  power ;  for 
which  fayth  David,  They  that  love  God  hate 
vickednede ;  for  to  love^God  it  for  to  love  that 
be  loveth,  and  hate  that  he  hateth. 

Hie  laft  thing  *that  men  (hull  underfland  in 
CMtmtioii  it  thity  wherof  arailctb  contrition.    I 


(ay  that  contrition  fomtime  delivereth  man  fra 
fmne ;  of  which  David  faith,  i  fay,  (quod  David) 
I  purpofed  fermely  to  ihrive  me,  ai^d  thou  Lord 
relefedeil  my  iinne.  And  right  fo  at  contrition 
availeth  not  without  fad  purpos  of  ihrift  and  (a- 
tisfadlbn,  right  fo  litel  worth  is  thrift  or  iatisfac* 
tion  withoutcn  contrition.  And  moreover,  con« 
tritiojD  defiroyeth  the  prifon  of  helle,  and  maketh 
weke  and  feble  all  ihe  flrcngthes  of  the  devilt,  and 
reftoretli  the  yeftes  of  the  Holy  Ooil  and  of  all 
good  vcrtues,  and  il  clenfeth  the  foule  of  iinne^ 
and  delivereth  it  fro  the  peine  of  helle,  aind  fro 
the  compagnie  of  the  devil,  ^d  fro  the  fisrvage 
of  iinne,  and  rciloreth  it  to  all  goodes  fpirituel, 
and  to  the  compagnie  and  conununion  of  holy 
chirche.  And  furtherover,  it  maketh  him  thftc 
whilom  was  ibne  of  ire  to  be  the  ibne  of  grace  : 
and  all  thefe  thinget  ben  prcved  by  holy  writ ; 
and  therfore  he  that  wold  fet  his  entent  to  thife 
thinges  he  were  ful  wife ;  for  fothly  he  ne  ihuld 
have  than  in  all  his  lif  corage  to  finne,  but  yeve 
his  herte  and  body  to  the  fcrvice  of  Jefu  Crift, 
and  therof  do  him  homage;  for  certes  our  Lord 
Jcfu  Crift  hath  fpared  ut  fo  benignely  in  our  io' 
lies,  that  if  he  had  ne  pitee  on  mannes  foule  a  fory 
fong  mi^t  we  aQe  finge. 

Explicit  prima  pars  pemitentia^  tl  titcipit  par*  ptunial 

The  fecond  part  of  penitence  is  confeifion,  and 
that  is  iigne  of  contrition.  Now  ihul  ye  under-*' 
ftonde  what  is  confeifion,  and  whether  it  ought 
nedes  to  be  don  or  non,  and  which  thJngcs  be  A 
convenable  to  veray  confeifion. 

Firft  ihalt  thou  underiUnde  that  confeifion  it 
veray  ihewing  of  finnes  to  the  preeft ;  this  is  to 
faie  veray,  for  he  muil  confeifc  him  of  all  the 
conditions  that  belongen  to  his  finne  as  ferforth 
as  he  can  :  all  muil  be  fayd,  and  nothing  excufed, 
ne  hid,  ne  forwrapped,  and  not  avaunt  him  of  hit 
good  werkes :  alfo  it  is  neceifarie  to  nnderibndd 
whennes  that  iinnet  fpringen,  and  how  they  en« 
crcfen,  and  which  they  ben. 

Of  fprlnging  of  iinnet  faith  Seint  Poule  in  thi« 
wife ;  that  right  at  by  on  man  iinne  entred  firib 
into  this  world,  and  thurgh  finne  deth,  right  l<> 
deth  entreth  into  olle  men  that  fuuien  :  and  thttf 
man  was  Adam,  by  whom  finne  entred  into  thit 
world  whan  he  brake  the  comniandemcnt  of  God  3 
and  therfore  he  that  firfi  was  fo  mighty  that  he  na 
ihuld  have  died,  became  fwiche  on  that  he  mnft 
nedes  die  whether  he  wold  or  no ;  and  all  his  pro- 
genie  in  this  that  in  thilke  maner  &inen  dien. 
Loke  that  in  the  ei^te  of  innocence,  whan  Adam, 
and  Eve  weren  naked  in  Paradife,  and  no  thing 
ue  hadden  ihame  of  hir  nakedneffe,  how  that  the 
ferpent,  that  was  mofl  wily  of  all  other  befteS  that 
God  had  made,  fayd  to  the  woman,  Why  com- 
manded God  you  ihat  ye  ihuld  not  ete  of  every 
tree  in  Paradife  ?  The  woman  anfwered.  Of  tho 
fruit,  fayd  Ihe,  of  the  trees  of  Paradife  we  fedeik 
us,  but  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  that  is  ki  the  mid- 
del  of  Paradife,  God  forbode*us  for  to  eten,  ne 
to  touche  it,  leil  we  ihuld  die.  Tlie  ferpent  fayd 
to  the  woman,  Nay,  nay,  ye  ihul  not  dicn  of  dctk 
M  iij  ^ 
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for  foth  God  wotc  that  what  day  that  yc  etc  ther- 
of  your  eycn  Ihul  open,  and  ye  (hul  be  as  guddes, 
knowing  good  and  hanne.  I'he  woman  £aw  that 
the  tree  was  good  to  feding,  and  fairc  to  the  eycn, 
and  dele^ble  to  the  fight;  {he  toke  of  the  fruit  of 
the  tree  and  did  ete,  and  yave  to  hire  hufbond,  and 
he  ete ;  and  anon  the  eyen  of  hem  both  opened  : 
and  whan  they  knewcthat  they  were  naked,  jthey 
lowed  of  a  fig-tree  leycs  in  maner  of  bieches  to 
hiden  hir  members.  Here  mow  ye  fccn  that 
dcdly  fione  hath  firft  fuggcilion  of  the  fcndc,  as 
iheweth  here  by  the  adder,  and  afterward  the  de- 
lit  of  the  flefli,  as  ihcwcth  here  by  Eve,  and  after 
that  the  confenting  of  refon,a8  iheweth  by  Adam  s 
for  truil  wel  though  fo  it  were  tiiat  the  fcnde 
tempted  Eve,  that  is  to  fay,  the  flcih,and  the  fieih 
bad  dclit  in  the  bcautee  of  the  fruit  defended,  yet 
ccrtcs  til  that  refon,  that  is  to  fay  Adam,confcnted 
to  the  cting  of  the  fruit,  yet  ftode  he  in  the  ftate  of 
innocence.  Of  thilke  Adam  toke  we  thilke  finne 
original ;  from  liim  fiefhly  defcended  be  we  all, 
«nd  engepdred  of  vile  and  corrupt  mater;  and 
whao  the  foule  is  put  in  our  bodies,  right  anon  is 
contra^  original  finne,  and  that  that  was  erft  but 
only  peine  of  concupifcence  is  afterward  both 
peipe  and  finne ;  and  therfore  we  ben  all  ybome 
ibpes  Qf  wrath  and  of  dampnation  pertlurablc,  if  ne 
ivere  baptifinc  that  we  receive,  which  bcnimeth 
lis  the  culpe  :  but  for&th  the  peine  dwclleth  with 
lis  as  to  temptation,  which  peine  h*ght  concupif- 
cence. This  concupifcence,  whan  it  is  wrongfully 
idifpofed  or  ordeined  in  man,  it  maketh  him  co- 
veit,  by  coveitife  of  flefti,  fleihjy  finne  by  fight  of 
bis  eyen,  as  to  erthly  thinges,  and  alfu  coveitife  of 
nighneflc  by  pride  pf  hcrte. 

Now,  as  to  fpeke  of  the  ^rd  coveitife,  that  is, 
foncupifence,  after  the  lawe  of  our  nicmbres  that 
yteje  lawfully  ymaked,  and  by  rightful  jugement 
of  God,  I  fay,  for  as  moche  as  a  man  is  not  obei* 
faot  to  Ood  that  is  his  Lord,  therfore  is  his  herte 
to  him  difpbeifant  t|iurgh  concupifcence,  which  is 
called  nouriihing  of  finne,  and  occafion  of  finne  ; 
therfore  all  the  while  that  a  m^n  hath  within  him 
the  perne  pf  concupifencc  it  is  impolfible  byt  he 
be  tempted  fomtime,  and  moved  in  his  ficfh  to 
iinne.  And  this  thing  may  not  failc  as  long  as  he 
liveth ;  it  may  we)  wane  feble  by  vcrtue  of  bap- 
ttifine,  ^nd  by  the  grace  of  God  thurgh  penitence, 
|>ut  fuliy  nc  ihal  it  never  quencbe,  that  he  ne  fhal 
JTomtime  be  meycd  in  himfclfe  but  if  he  were  re- 
Ircined  by  fike|iefle,or  malcfice  of  forccric,  or  cold 
(Irinkes.  For  lo,  5^'ljat  fayth  3cint  Poule  ?  The 
j^elh  coveitrth  ayenA  tbp  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit 
ayenil  the  flcih ;  they  bpn  fo  contrarie  and  fo.  llri- 
yen  that  a  man  may  not  alw^y  do  as  he  wold. 
The  fainc  Seint  Foule,  after  his  gret  pcii^cc  in 
ti'atcr  and  in  lend  ;  in  water  by  night  and  by  day 
in  gret  pcrii  apd  in  gret  peine,  in  lond  in  gretc 
{amine  and  thruA,  cold  and  clothles,  and  ones 
^oncd  ^Impil  tp  dr th,  yet  fayd  he,  Alas  !  1  caitif 
2nan,  who  ibal  deliver  pie  fro  the  prifon  of  my  cai- 
tif body  ?  And  Scin(  Jerom,  whap  he  long  time 
*  ad  dwelled  in  dcfertj  wheras  he  had  no  compiig- 
iC  but  pf  wijdc  |>elles,  wheras  he  had  no  mete 


j  but  hcrbes,  and  water  to  his  drinke,  nc  no  bed  btrt 
the  naked  erth,  wLerfore  hisflclh  was  black  as  an 
I  Ethiopian  for  hetc,aud  nie  dcftroyed  for  cold,  yet 
1  fayd  he  that  the  brenning  of  lecherie  boiled  in  all 
his  body :  wherfore  I  wot  wel  fikcrly  that  they 
be  deceived  that  fay  they  be  not  tempted  in  hir 
bodies ;  witncffe  Seint  James,  that  faid  that  every 
wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen  confciencc  ;  that  i» 
to  fay,  that  echc  of  us  hath  mater  and  occafion  to 
be  tempted  of  the  nourifiiing  of  finne  that  b  in 
his  body ;  and  therfore  fayth  Seint  John  the  Evan- 
gclift.  If  we  fay  that  we  ben  without  finne  wc  de- 
ceive ourfclf,  and  truth  is  not  iu  us. 

Now  ihul  yc  underllonde  in  what  maner  finne 
wexeth  and  cncrefeth  iA  man.  The  firft  thing  i» 
that  noujiihing  of  finne  of  which  I  fpake  beforCy 
that  is,  concupifcence ;  and  after  that  cometh  fng- 
eeflion  of  the  devil,  this  is  to  lay,  the  divek  be- 
lous,  with  which  he  bloweth  in  man  the  fire  of 
concupifcence  ;  and  after  that  a  man  bethhokcth 
him  whether  he  wol  do  or  no  that  thitg  to  which 
he  is  tempted  ;  and  than  if  a  man  withfiond  and 
weivc  the  firtt  entifing  of  his  fielh  and  of  the  fend 
than  it  is  no  fiime ;  and  if  fo  be  he  do  not,  than 
fcleth  he  anon  a  Same  of  delit,and  than  it  i&good 
to  beware  and  kepe  him  wel,  or  elles  he  w^oT  hM 
anon  to  confenting  of  finne,  and  than  wol  he  do 
it  if  he  may  have  time  and  place.  And  of  this 
mater  faytli  Moyfcs  by  the  devij  in  this  maner  ; 
The  fend  fayth,  1  wol  chacc  and  puifue  man^hy 
wicked  fuggeftion,  and  1  wol  bent  him  by  nunring 
and  ftirring  of  finne,  and  1  wol  depart  my  pris  or 
my  prey  by  deliberation,  and  my  lull  ihal  be  ac- 
complifed  in  dtUt ;  I  wol  draw  my  fwcrd  in  con- 
fenting ;  (for  ccrtcs  right  as  a  fwerd  dcparteth  & 
thing  in  two  peccs,  right  fo  confenting  dcparteth 
God  fro  man)  and  than  wol  I  fle  him  with  my 
bond  in  dcde  of  finne.  Thus  fayth  the  fend,  fw 
ccrtcs  than  ii^  a  man  al  ded  in  foule ;  and  thus  is 
finne  accomplifed  by  temptation,  by  delit,  and  by 
confenting,  and  than  is  the  finne  aduel. 

Forfoth  finne  is  in  two  maners ;  cither  it  is  ve- 
nial or  dedly  finne.  Sothly  whan  a  man  loveth 
any  creature  more  than  Jefu  Crift  our  crcatour, 
than  it  is  dedly  finne ;  and  venial  finne  it  is  if  a 
man  love  Jefu  Crift  lefTe  than  him  ought.  For- 
foth the  dede  of  this  venial  finne  is  ful  perilous, 
for  it  amenufeth  the  love  that  man  fliuld  have  to 
God  more  and  more ;  and  therfore  if  a  man  charge 
himfelf  with  many  fwiche  venial  finnes,  ccrtcs  but 
if  fo  be  that  he  fomtime  difchargc  him  of  hem  by 
ftirift,  they  may  wel  lightly  amcnufe  in  him  all  the 
love  that  he  hath  to  Jefu  Crift.  And  in  this  wifi? 
flcippeth  venial  finne  into  dedly  finne ;  for  ccrtcs 
the  more  that  a  man  chargeth  his  foule  with  ve- 
nial finnes,  the  more  he  is  enclineu  to  fall  into  ded- 
ly finne  ;  and  therfore  let  us  not  be  negligent  to 
difcharf  e  us  of  venial  finnes  ;  for  the  proverbe 
fayth  tr.at  n.any  ihial  makcn  a  gret.  And  herkcn 
this  enfainple:  a  gret  wavve  of  tlie  fee  cometh 
fomtime  witli  fo  gret  a  violence  that  it  drencheth 
the  ftvip ;  and  the  fame  harme  do  fomtime  the 
fmal  dropcs  of  water  that  cntcren  thurgh  a  litcl 
crevis  in  the  thurfok,  ^d  in  tl^e  bcltoQi  of  thcr 
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)Kip,  if  men  ben  To  negligent  that  they  difcharge 
ticm  not  by  time ;  and  tberfore  although  ther  be 
difiference  betwix  thife  two  caufes  of  drenching  tl» 
gitesy-the  ihip  is  dreint.  Right  fo  fareth  it^m- 
time  of  dcdly  finne  and  of  anoious  venial  finnes, 
whan  they  muhipUe  in  man  fo  gretly  that  thilke 
worldly  thingcs  that  he  loveth,  thurgh  which  he 
iinocth  veniaily,  is  as  gret  in  his  herte  as  the  love 
of  God,  or  more ;  and  therfore  the  love  of  every 
thing  that  is  not  befet  in  God,  ne  don  principally 
for  Goddes  (alee,  although  that  a  man  love  it  Icffe 
than  God,  yet  it  is  venial  finne ;  aad  dcdly  (inne 
is  whan  the  love  of  any  thing  weigheth  in  the 
herte  of  man  as  mochc  as  the  love  of  God,  or 
•more.  Dedly  finne,  as  iayth  Seint  Auguftine,  is 
whan  a  man  toumeth  his  herte  fro  God,  whiche 
that  is  veray  foveraine  bountee,  that  may  not 
chaunge,  and  yeveth  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
chaunge  and  flitte ;  and  certes  that  is  every  thing 
iave  God  of  beven  ;  for  foth  is  that  if  a  man  yeve 
his  love,  which  that  he  oweth  to  God  with  «11  hh 
herte,  mito  a  creature,  certes  as  moche  of  his  love 
ai  he  yeveth  to  the  fame  creature,  fo  nioche  he  be- 
scveth  fro  God,  and  therfore  dom  he  finne  ;  for 
he  that  is  dettour  to  God  ne  yeldcth  not  to  God 
all  his  dette,  that  is  to  fayn,  all  the  love  of  his 
herte. 

Now  fith  man  underftondcth  generally  which 
is  venial  finne,  than  is  it  convenable  to  tell  fpeci^ 
ally  of  finnes  whiche  that  many  a  man  peraven- 
tnre  demcth  hem  no  finnes,  and  ihriveth  him  not 
«f  the  fiune,  and  yet  natheles  they  be  finnes  ibthly, 
as  thife  clerkes  writen ;  this  is  to  fay,  at  every 
tyme  that  man  eteth  and  drinketh  more  than  fuf* 
ficeth  to  the  feftenance  of  his  body,  in  certain  he 
doth  unne ;  eke  whan  he  fpeketh  more  than  it 
aedeth,  he  doth  finne;  eke  whan  he  herkeneth 
not  benignely  the  complaint  of  the  poure;  eke 
whan  be  is  in  hele  of  body,  and  wol  not  faft  whan 
odier  folk  fafi,  without  caufe  refooablc)  eke  whan 
he  flepeth  more  than  nedeth,  or  whan  he  cometh 
by  that  enchefon  to  late  to  chirche,  or  to  other 
werkcs  of  charitee;  eke  whan  he  ufeth  his  wif 
withouten  foveraine  defirc  of  engendrure,  to  the 
honour  of  God,  or  for  the  enteat  to  ycld  ht«  wif 
his  dette  of  his  body ;  eke  whan  he  wol  not  vifite 
the  fike  or  the  prifoncr  if  he  may ;  eke  if  he  love 
wif  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thing,  more  than 
rcion  requireth ;  ckc  if  he  flater  or  blandUe  more 
than  him  oughtc  for  any  n,  a  litec;  ckc  if  he  ame- 
nufe  or  withdrawe  the  almcife  o(  the  poure ;  eke 
if  he  apparaile  hi&  mete  more  delicioufly  than  nede 
i^  or  etc  it  to  haftily  by  likcroufnefic  ;  eke  if  he 
uSke  vanitecs  in  the  chirche,  or  at  Goddes  fcrvice, 
tir  that  he  be  a  taler  of  idle  wordcs  of  folie  or  vi- 
l^c,  for  he  fhal  ycld  accomptcs  of  it  at  the  day 
of  dome  ;  ckt  whan  he  bchightfcth  or  a/Turcth  to 
don  tUinges  that  he  may  not  pcrfouimc;  eke 
whan  that  he  by  lij^htncffc  of  foly  mifluycth  or 
fcomcth  his  neighbour ;  eke  whau  he  \'Auh  Quy 
wicked  fufpecion  of  thing  ihcr  he  ne  wotc  of  it  no 
iothfaftneflc.  Tliifc  thiiiges,  and  mo  withouten 
nombre,  be  finnes,  as  fayth  Jicint  Auguftine.  Now 
^kal  yc  uadciHonde  tliat  d  tc  it  fa  tku  nou  erthJy 
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man  may  efcheweal  venial  finnes,  yet  may  he  re* 
freine  hun  by  the  brenning  love  that  he  hath  to 
our  Lord  Jefu  Crifi,  and  by  prayer  and  confefo 
firH),  and  other  good  werkes,  fo  that  it  ihal  but  li* 
tel  grieve  :  for,  as  fayth  Seint  Auguftine,  If  a 
man  love  God  in  fwiche  maner  that  ail  that  ever 
he  doth  is  in  the  love  of  God,  or  for  the  love  of 
God  veraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the  love  of  God, 
loke  how  moche  that  o  drope  of  water  which  fal* 
leth  into  a  foumeis  ful  of  fire  anoieth  or  grcveth 
the  brenning  of  the  fire,  in  like  maner  anoieth  or 
greveth  a  venial  finne  unto  that  man  whiche  is 
itedfaft  and  parfite  in  the  love  of  our  Saviour  Je- 
fu Crift.  Furthermore,  men  may  alfo  refreine  and 
put  away  venial  finne  by  receiving  worthily  the 
precious  body  of  Jefu  Crift,  by  receiving  eke  of 
holy  water,  by  alnies  dede,  by  general  confcffion  of 
eonfiteor  at  mafle,and  at  prime,  and  at  complin,  znd 
by  blefiing  of  bifhoppes  and  preclles,  and  by  other 
good  werkes, 

D^  Se/Hem  Peceat'u  Mortaliiat, 

Now  it  IS  behovely  to  tellen  whiche  ben  dcdly 
finnes,  that  is  to  fay,  chiefetaincs  of  finnes,  for  as 
moche  as  all  they  ren  in  o  lees,  but  in  divers  ma* 
ners.  Now  ben  they  -cieped  chiefetaincs  for  as 
moche  as  they  be  chfefe,  and  of  hem  fpringen  all 
other  finnes.  The  rote  of  fhife  fmncs  than  is 
pride,  the  general  rote  of  all  harmcs,  for  of  this 
rote  fpringen  certain -braunches,  as  ire,  envie,  ac- 
cide  or  flouthe,  avarife  or  coveitife,  (to  common 
underftonding)  glotonie,  and  lechcrie ;  and  echo 
of  thife  chief  finnes  hath  his  braunches  and  his 
twigges,  as  ihal  be  declared  in  hir  chapitrcs  ful« 
lowing. 

And  though  fo  be  that  no  man  knoweth  ntter- 
ly  the  nombre  of  the  twigges  and  of  the  harmes 
that  comeh  of  pride,  yet  wol  1  (hew  a  partie  of 
hem  as  ye  ihul  underl'ond.  Ther  is  inobediencc, 
avaunting,  ipocrifie,  defpit,  arrogance,  impudence, 
fwelling  of  herte,  infolence,  elation,  impatience, 
flrif,  eontumacie,  prefumption,  irreverence,  perti- 
nacic,  vaine  glorie,  and  many  other  twigges  that 
1  cannot  declare, .  Inobedient  is  he  that  difobeyetli 
for  defpit  to  the  commandements  of  God,  and 
to  his  roveraincs,  and  to  his  goftly  fader ;  avaun- 
tonr  is  he  that  boft^th  of  the  harmc  or  of  the  boun- 
tee that  he  hath  don ;  ipocrite  is  he  that  hidcth  to 
(hew  him  fwirhe  as  he  is,  and  fliewcth  him  to  feme 
fwiche  as  he  is  not ;  dcfpitous  is  he  that  hath  dif* 
dain  of  hb  ncighcbour,  that  is  to  fayn,  of  his  even 
Criflen,  or  hath  defpit  to  60  that  him  ought  to  do; 
arrogant  is  he  that  thinkcth  that  he  hath  thofc 
bountces  in  him  that  he  hath  not,  or  wencth  that 
he  fhulde  have  hem  by  his  dcfcrving,  or  cllcs  that 
dcmeth  tiiat  he  be  tliat  he  is  not ;  impudent  is  he 
that  for  his  pride*  hath  uo  Ihame  of  his  iinnts ; 
fwelling  of  herte  is  whan  man  rejoyceth  him  of 
harmc  that  he  hath  don ;  iofolent  is  he  that  dcf- 
pifcth  in  his  jugcnicut  all  otlicrfolk^s  in  rcgardc 
of  hii  value,  cf  his  conning,  of  his  fpcking,  and  «f 
M  iiij 
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his  bering ;  elation  is  whan  he  ne  may  neither  fuf- 
^c  to  have  maiflre  ne  felawe  ;  impatient  is  he  that 
3firol  uot  be  taught  ne  undernome  of  his  vice,  and 
by  ftri£  >ycrricth  truth  wetingly,  and  defend^ 
nis  foly ;  etutumax  is  he  that  thurgh  his  indignation 
is  ayenll  every  audoritce  or  power  of  hem  that 
ben  his  foveraines ;  prefumption  is  whan  a  man 
tindcrtakcth  an  emprife  that  him  ought  not  to  do, 
^r  elles  that  he  may  not  do,  and  this  is  called  fur- 
qi.iclric ;  irreverence  is  wbah  man  doth  not  honour 
thcr  as  him  ought  to  do,  and  waiteth  to  be  reve- 
renced ;  pertiu^ric  is  whan  man  defendcth  his  fo- 
ly, and  truflcth  to  moche  in  his  owen  wit ;  vaine- 
giorle  is  for  to  have  pompe  and  delit  ii)  his  tempo- 
^  rel  highneflb,  and  glorye  him  in  his  worldly  eftate ; 
"  jangling  is  whan  man  fpeketh  to  moche  before 
folk,  and  clappcth  as  a  qulle,  and  taketh  no  kep^ 
what  he  fdyth. 

And  yet  ther  iy  a  privee  fpice  of  pride  that 
waiteth  firfl  to  be  falewed  or  he  wol  falew>  all 
he  he  leffe  worthy  than  that  other  is ;  and  eke  he 
•waiteth  to  lit  or  to  go  above  him  in  the  way,  or 
kiffe  the  pax,  or  ben  encenfed  or  gon  to  offering 
before  his  neighbour,  andfwichefemblable  thinges, 
aycnit  his  deutee  "peraventure,  but  that  he  hath 
his  herte  and  his  entente  in  fwiche  a  proude  delire 
to  be  magnified  and  honoured  bcforn  the  peple. 
Now  ben  ther  two  maner  of  prides ;  that  on  of 
hem  i9  within  the  herte  of  a  man,  and  that  other 
is  \^  itiiout ;  of  whiche  fothly  ihife  forelayd  thinges, 
and  mo  than  I  have  fayd,  apperteineu  to  pride 
that  :s  \vilhip  the  herte  of  man ;  and  ther  be  other, 
fpiccs  of  pride  that  ben  withouten;  but  nathelefs 
that  on  of  thii^  fpices  of  pride  isiigne  of  that  other, 
right  as  they  gay  Levefell  at  the  tavernc  is  figne  of 
the  win  that  is  in  the  cellcr.  And  this  is  in  many 
thinges,  as  in  ^che  and  contenance,  and  out- 
ragious  array  of  clothing ;  for  certes  if  there  had 
ben  no  finne  iu  clothing  Crift  wold  not  fo  fone 
have  noted  and  fpoken  of  the  clothing  of  thiike 
rich  man  in  the  Gofpel ;  and,  as  Seint  Gregory 
iayth,  that  precious  clothing  is  culpable  for  the 
(ierth-  of  it,  and  for  his  foftneffe,  and  for  his 
ilrargenefle  and  difguifing,  and  for  the  fuper- 
jfluitee  or  for  the  inordinate  fcantneife  of  it.  Alas ! 
may  not  a  man  fee  as  in  our  daics  the  finncful 
bolUewe  array  of  clothing,  and  namely  in  to  moche 
fuperfluitee,  or  elles  in  to  difordinatc  fcantn^ITe. 

As  to  the  firft  finnc,  in  fuperfluitee,  of  tlothing, 
whiche  that  maketli  it  fo  dere,  to  the  harm  of  the 
peple,  not  only  the  coftc  of  the  enbrouding,  the 
difgufing,  endenting  or  barring,  ounding,  paling, 
winding,  or  bending,  and  femblable  waft  of  cloth 
in  vafiitee  but  ther  is  alfo  the  ^ofllcwe  furring  in 
hir  pounes,  fo  muchc  pounfoning  of  chefel  to 
makcn  holes,  fo  moche  dagging  of  fiieres,  with 
the  fuperfluitee  in  length  of  the  forcfaide  gbunes, 
traihng  in  the  dong  and  in  the  myre,  on  hors  and 
eke  on  foot;  as  wel  of  mji«  as  of  woman,  that  all 
thiike  trailing  is  veraily  (as  in  effect)  wafte4^ 
confumed,  thredbare,  and  rotten  with  dong,  rather 
than  it  is  ycvcn  to  the  poure,  to  get  damage  of  the 
forefayd  poure  folk,  and  that  in  fondry  wife;  this 
IS  to  fayn,  the  more  that  cloth  is  waHcd  the  n3«re 


moil  it  coft  the  pour  peple  lor  the  fcarceoefle  • 
and  furtherover,  if  fo  be  that  they  wolden  yeve 
fwiche  pounfoned  and  dagged  clothing  to  the 
poure  peple  it  is  not^convenieot  to  were  for  hir 
eilate,  ne  fuffifant  to  bote  hir  necefiitee^  to  kq>e 
hem  bo  the  dill<mperance  of  the  firmament.  Upoo 
that  other  fide,  to  fpeke  of  the  horrible  difordmat 
fcantnefle  of  clothmg,  as  ben  thife  cutted  iloppec 
or  hanfelines,  that  diifr|^h  hir  (hortneife  cover 
not  the  ihameful  members  of  man  to   wicked 
entente :  alas !  fom  of  hem  (hewcn  the  boflie  and 
the  (hape  of  the  horrible  fwollen  members,  that 
femen  Uke  to  the  maladie  of  Hernia,  in  the  wrap- 
ping of  hir  hoien,  and  eke  the  buttokkes  of  hem 
behinde,  that  faren  as  it  were  the  kinder  part  of 
a  (he  ape  in  the  ful  of  the  mone.    And  more- 
over, the  wretched  fwollen  members  that  they 
ihew  thurgh  difguifing,  in  departing  of  hir  hoico 
in  white  and  rede,  femeth  that  half  hir  ihameful 
privee  membres  were  flaine :  and  if  fo  be  that 
they  departe  hir  hofen  in   other  colours,  as  ia 
white  and  blewe,  or  white  and  blake,  or  blake 
and  rede,  and  fo  forth,  than  femeth  it,  as  by  vari- 
ance of  colour,  that  the  half  part  of  hir  privee 
members  ben  corrupt  by  the  fire  of  Seint  Anthooie, 
or  by  cancrc,  or  other  fwiche  mifchance.    Of  the 
hinder  part  of  hir  buttokkes  it  is  ful  horrible  for 
to  fee,  for  certes  in  that  partie  of  hir  body,  ther 
as  they  purgen  hir  fiinking  ordure,  that  foulc 
partie  ihewe  they  to  the  peple  proudely  in  difpite 
of  honcfiee,  whiche  honeilee  that  Jefu  Crift  and 
his  frendes  obferved  to  fliewe  in  hir  lif.    Kow  as 
to  the  outragious  array  of  women,  God  wote  that 
though  the  vifiiges  of  fome  of  hem  femen  ful  chafte 
and  debonaire,  yet  notifien  they  in  hir  array  of 
attire  likerouibeflc  aiid  pride.    I  lay  not   that 
honeilee  in  clothing  of  man  or  woman  is  unco- 
venable,  but  certes  the  fuperfluitee  or  difordinat 
fcarcitee  of  clothing  is  reprevable.    Alfo  the  llnne 
of  ornament  or  of  apparaile  is  in  thinges  that  ap« 
perteine  to  riding,  as  in  to  many  dclicat  hors  that 
ben  holden  for  delit,  that  ben  f o  faire ,  f atte,  and  coft- 
le we ;  and  alfo  in  many  a  vicious  knave  that  isfuilain* 
ed  becaufe  of  hem  ;  in  curious  herneis,  as  in  fadles, 
cropers,  picitrels,  and  bridles,  covered  with  preciouc 
cloth  and  rich,  barred  and  plated  of  gold  and  fiivcr, 
for  which  God  fayth  by  Zacharie    the  prophet, 
f  wol  confounde  the  riders  of  fwiche  hors.    Thcfoi 
folke  taken  litel  regard  to  the  riding  of  Goddcs 
fone  of  heven,  and  of  his  hameis,  whan  he  rode 
upon  the  aflc,  and  had  none  other  harncis  but  the 
poure  clothes  of  his  difciples,  ric  we  rede  not  that 
ever  he  rode  on  ony  other  befte.     I  fpeke  this  for 
the  finne  of  fuperfluitee,  and  not  for  honefice, 
whan  leafon  it  requireth.    And  morovcr,  certes 
pride  is  gretly  notified  in  holding  of  grct  mcinie, 
whan  they  ben  of  litel  profite  or  ai  right   no 
profite,  and  namely  whan  that  mcinie  is  felonods 
and  damageous  to  the  peple  by  hardinefle  of  high 
lofdefhip,  or  by  way  of  office ;  for  certes  fwiche 
lordes  fell  than  hir  lordcfhip  to  the  devil  of  helk 
whan  they  fuAcine  the  wickedneiTe  of  hir  meinie  ; 
or  elles  whan  thife  folk  of  low  deg^e,  as  they 
that  boldcn  hoftclrics,  fuficlncn  Uicftc  of  hir 
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boftc!l«n,  and  that  is  in  many  mancr  ol  decdtei ; 
thiike  nuner  of  folk  ben  the  flies  that  foiowen 
the  hooy,  or  ellcs  the  honsdes  that  foiowen  the 
canine :  fwiche  foreiayde  folk  ftranglen  fpiritnally 
hirlordeflupes;  for  which  thus  i^th  David  the 
prophet.  Wicked  deth  mot  come  unto  thiike 
lordflupes,  and  God  yeve  that  they  mot  defccnd 
into  helle  all  doun,  f or  in  hir  houfes  is  iniquitee 
and  fiurewednefllsy  and  not  Ood  of  heven :  and 
certes  but  if  they  don  amendement,  right  as  God 
pre  his  benifon  to  Laban  by  the  fcrrice  of  Jacob, 
aad  to  Pharao  by  the  fervice  of  Jofeph,  right  fo 
God  wol  yere  his  maliibn  to  fwiche  lordafiiipes 
M  fofteine  the  wickedneile  of  hir  (ervants,  but 
they  come  to  amendemcnt.  Pride  of  the  tMe 
appcreth  eke  ful  oft,  for  certes  riche  men  be  clcp- 
ed  to  feftes,  and  poure  folk  he  put  away  and 
rebuked}  and  alib  in  excefle  of  divers  metes  and 
driakes,  and  namely  fwiche  maner  bake  met«s 
and  diihe  metes  brenning  of  wilde  fire,  and  peint- 
cd  and  caftelled  with  paper,  and  femblable  waft, 
fi>  that  it  is  abuilon  to  thmke ;  and  eke  in  to  grct 
predoufhefle  or  vefiell,  and  curiofitee  of  miii^l- 
dehy  which  a  man  is  ftirred  more  to  the  delites  of 
luzune,  if  fo  be  that  he  fette  his  herte  the  \e£[t 
upon  cure  Lord  Jefu  Crift,  it  is  a  finne;  and 
cestainly  the  delites  might  ben  fo  gret  in  this  cas 
that  a  man  might  lightly  fall  by  hem  into  dedly 
finne.  The  fpices  that  fourden  of  pride,  fothly 
whan  they  fourden  of  malice  imagined,  aviied, 
and  forecafte,  or  elles  of  ufage,  ben  dedly  iinnes 
it  is  no  donte ;  and  whan  they  fourden  by  freeltee 
unavifed  fodenly,  and  fodenly  vrithdrawn  again, 
al  be  they  grevous  Iinnes  I  geife  that  they  be  not 
dedly.  Now  might  men  aSce  wherof  that  pride 
fowdeth  and  fpringcth  ?  I  fay  that  fomtime  it 
fpringeth  of  the  goodes  of  nature,  fomtime  of  the 
goodes  of  fortune,  and  fomtime  of  the  gqodes  of 
grace.  Certes  the  goodes  of  nature  ftondcn  only 
in  the  goodes  of  the  body  or  of  the  foul;  certes  the 
goodes  of  the  body  ben  hele  of  body,  ilrength, 
dehvemefie,  beautee,  gentrie,  franchife;  the 
goodes  of  nature  of  the  ibule  ben  good  wit,  fliarpc 
underftonding,  fubtil  engine,  vertue  naturel,  good 
memorie  :  goodes  of  fortune  ben  riches,  high  de- 
gree of  lordfiiipes,  and  preifinges  of  the  peple ; 
goodes  of  grace  ben  fcience,  power  to  fuffre  fpi- 
ricueltiavaile,  benignitee,  veituous  contemplation, 
withftonding  of  temptation,  and  femblable  thinges ; 
of  which  forefald  goodes  certes  it  is  a  gret  folie 
a  mantopridcn  himin  onyof  hemall.  Nowasforto 
^ke  of  goodes  of  nature,God  wot  that  fomtime  we 
have  hem  in  nature  as  moche  to  our  damage  as  to 
onrprofite.  As  for  to  fpeke  of  hcle  of  body,  trewely 
it  pafleth  fill  lightly,  and  alfo  i^  is  ful  ofte  en- 
chciiMi  of  fiknefle  of  the  foule,  for  God  wote  the 
fieih  is  a  gret  enemy  to  the  foule,  and  therfore 
the  more  that  the  body  is  hole  the  more  be  we  in 
peril  to  fallei  eke  for  to  priden  him  in  bis  ftrength 
of  body  it  is  a  grete  folie,  for  certes  the  flcfli 
coveitcth  ayenft  the  fpirite,  and  ever  the  more 
firoog  that  the  fleih  is  the  forier  may  the  foule  be ; 
aad,  over  all,  this  ftrength  of  body  and  worldly 
bardinci&s  cauTcth  ftil  of  to  many  man  peril  and 


miichance;  alib  tohave  pride  of  gentrie  is  right  gret 
folic,  for  oft  time  the  gentrie  of  the  body  benim- 
eththegentrie  ofthe  foule :  and  alfo  we  ben  all  of  o 
faderandof  o  moder,andallwcben  of  o  nature,  rot- 
ten and  conupt,  bothe  riche  and  poure.  Forfotho 
maner  gentrie  is  for  to  preife,that  appaveilleth  man- 
nes  corage  with  vertues  andmoralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Criftes  child,  for  trufteth  wel  that  over  what 
man  that  finne  hath  maiftrie  he  b  a  veray  cherl 
to  finne. 

Now  ben  ther  general  fignes  of  gentUnefie,  a» 
efchewing  of  vice  and  ribaudrie,  and  fervage  of 
finne  in  word,  and  in  werk  and  contenance,  and 
ufing  vertue,  as  courtefie  and  cleneneife,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  (ay,  large  by  meafure,  for  thiike 
that  pafleth  mefure  is  folie  and  finne;  another 
is  to  remember  him  of  bountee  that  he  of  other 
folk  hath  received ;  another  is  to  be  benigne  to 
his  fubgettes;  wherfor  faith  Seneke,  Ther  it 
nothing  more  covenable  to  a  man  of  high  eftate 
than  dobonairtee  and  pitee;  and  therfore  thife 
flies  that  men  depen  Bees,  whan  they  make  hir 
king  they  chefen  on  that  hath  no  pricke  wherwith 
be  may  fling.  Another  is,  xnan  to  have  a  noble 
herte  and  a  diligent,  to  atteine  to  high  vertuous 
thinges :  now,  certes  a  man  to  priden  him  in  the 
goodes  of  grace  is  eke  an  outrageous  folie,  for 
thiike  yeftes  of  grace  ^at  flinld  have  toumed  him 
to  goodncfle  and  to  medicine  toumeth  him  ta 
venime  and  confufion,  as  fayth  Seint  Gregorie. 
Certes  alfo,  who  fo  prideth  him  in  the  goodnefle 
of  Fortune  he  is  a  gret  fool,  for  fomtime  Is  a  man 
a  gret  lord  by  the  morwe  that  is  a  caltife  and  a 
wretch  or  it  be  night :  and  fometimetherichnefle 
of  a  man  is  caufe  of  his  deth  :  and  fomtime  the 
delites  of  a  man  ben  caufe  of  grevous  maladie 
thurgh  which  he  dieth.  Certes  the  conmienda- 
tion  of  the  peple  is  ful  falfe  and  brotcl  for  to  truft ; 
this  day  they  preife,  to-morwe  they  blame.  God 
wote  defire  to  have  conmiendation  of  the  peple 
hath  caufed  deth  to  many  a  befy  man. 

JiemeSum  Suferhut, 

Now  fith  that  fo  it  is  that  ye  have  underflond 
what  is  pride,  and  which  be  the  fpices  of  it,  and 
how  mennes  pride  fourdeth  and  fpringeth,  now 
ye  fliul  uuderflond  which  is  the  remedie  ayenfb 
it.  Humiiitee  or  mekenefl*e  is  the  remedy  ayenft 
pride  ;  that  is  a  vertue  thurgh  which  a  man  hath 
veray  knowledge  of  himfelf,  and  holdcth  of  him- 
felf  no  deintee  ne  no  pris,  as  in  regard  of  his 
defertes,  confidering  ever  his  freeltee.    Now  ben 

;  ther  thiee  maner  of  humilitecs,  as  humiiitee  in 
herte,  and  another  in  the  mouth,  and  the  thridde 
in  wcrkes.  The  humiiitee  in  herte  is  in  foure 
maneres ;  that  on  is  whan  a  man  holdcth  himfelf 
as  nought  worth  before  God  of  heven  ;  the  fecond 
is  whan  he  defpifeth  non  other  man ;  the  thridde 
is  whan  he  ne  rccketh  nat  though  men  holde  him 
nought  worth ;  and  the  fourth  is  whan  he  is  not 
fory  of  his  humilitation.  Alfo  the  humiiitee  of 
mouth  is  in  four  thinges ;  in  atteniperate  fpeche; 

j  in  humiiitee  pf  fpeche,  and  whan  he  cocfcfleth 
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wich  his  owen  mouth  [that  he  is  fwiche  at  he  think- 
cth  that  he  is  inherte  ;  anotbtn*  is  whan  he  preif- 
«th  the  bouDtec  of  another  man,  and  nothing 
therof  amemifeth.  Humilitee  eke  in  werket  is 
in  foure  maners:  the  firft  is  whan  he  putte^h 
other  men  before  him ;  the  fecond  is  to  chefe  the 
loweft  place  of  ail ;  the  thridde  is  gladly  to  alTent 
to  good  confetl;  the  fourth  is  to  ftond  gladly 
to  the  award  of  his  fovereigne,  or  of  hem  that  is 
higher  in  degree  ;  certain  this  is  a  gret  werk  of 
liuaulitee. 

De  Invidia, 

After  pride  wol  I  fpeke  of  the  fioule  fiane  of 
cnvie,  which  that  is,  aftef  the  word  of  the  philo- 
Ibpher,  forwe  of  other  mennes  profperitee ;  and 
alter  the  word  of  Seint  Auguftine  it  is  £brwe  of 
mthcr  mennes  wele,  and  joy  of  other  mennes 
lianne.  This  foule  finne  is  platly  ayenft  ,thc 
Holy  Goft  :  al  be  it  fo  that  every  (Inne  is  ayenft 
the  Holy  Goft,  yet  natheles  for  as  moche  as 
bountee  apperteineth  properly  to  the  Holy  Goft, 
and  envie  conieth  properly  of  malice,  therfore  it 
is  properly  ayenft  Uie  bountee  of  the  Holy  Goft, 
Kow  hath  malice  two  fpices,  that  is  to  fay,  hardi* 
nefle  of  herte  in  wickednciTe,  or  elles  the  flefli  of 
man  b  fo  blind  that  he  conftdereth  not  that  he  is 
in  dnne,  or  recketh  not  that  he  is  in  fmne,  which 
is  the  hardineife  of  the  divcl,  That  other  fpice  of 
cnvie  is  whan  that  a  man  werricth  trouth  whan 
be  wot  that  it  is  trouth,  and  alfo  whan  he  wer- 
rieth  the  grace  pf  God  that  God  hath  yevc  to 
bis  neighbour;  and  ail  this  is  by  cuvie; 
certes  than  is  cnvie  the  wcrft  fmne  that  is,  for 
ibthly  all  other  finnes  be  fometime  only  ayenft  on 
Ipecial  vcrtue,  but  certes  envie  is  ayenft  al  maner 
vertues  and  alle  goodnefle,  for  it  is  fory  of  all 
bountee  of  his  neighbour  :  an4  in  this  maner  it  is 
divers  from  all  other  finnes,  for  wcl  unnethe  is 
ther  any  fiAne  that  it  nc  hath  fom  delit  in  him* 
ielf  fave  only  cnvie  that  ever  hath  in  himfelf 
anguifti  and  forwe.  The  fpices  of  cnvie 
ben  thcfe :  thcr  is  firft  forwe  of  other  mennes 
goodneife  and  of  hir  profperitee,  and  profperitee 
ought  to  be  kindly  mater  of  joye ;  than  is  cnvie 
a  ijuiic  ayenft  kinde.  The  feconde  fpice  of  cnvie 
is  joye  of  other  mennes  harme,  and  that  is  properly 
like  to  the'divcl,  that  everrcjoyfeth  him  of  mannes 
barme.  Of  thife  two  fpecies, cometh  backbiting; 
and  this  finne  of  backbiting  or  detrading  hath 
certain  fpices,  as  thus ;  fom  man  preifeth  his 
neighbour  by  a  wicked  entente,  for  he  maketh 
alway  a  wicked  Jcnotte  at  the  lafte  ende ;  alway  he 
maketh  a  lut  at  the  laft  ende,  that  is  digne  of  more 
blame  tlian  is  worth  all  the  preifing :  the  fecond 
ipice  is,  that  if  a  man  be  good,  or  doth  or  fayth 
a  tiling  good  entente,  the  backbiter  wol  turnc  all 
that  goodeflc  up  fo  doun  to  his  fhrewde  entente  : 
the  thridde  is  to  amenufe  the  bountee  of  his  neigh- 
bour t  the  fourthc  fpice  of  backbiting  is  this,  that 
if  men  fpeke  goodnefte  of  a  man  than  wol  the 
backbiter  fay,  Parfay  fwiche  a  man  is  yet  better 
than  he,  in  Jifprcifing  of  him  tliat  nieii  prcifc  : 


the  fifth  %>ice  is  this,  for  to  confent  gladly  to  her- 
ken  the  harme  that  men  fpeke  of  other  folk  :  thia 
finne  is  ful  gret,  and  ay  encrefeth  after  the  wicked 
entent  of  the  backbiter  :  after  backbiting  cometh 
grutching  or  murmurance,  and  fometime  at 
fpringeth  of  impatience  ayenft  God,  and  fomtime 
ayenft  man:  ayenft  God  it  is  whan  a  man 
gnitcheth  ayenft  the  peine  of  belle,  or  ayenft 
povcrte,  or  lofte  of  catel,  or  ayenft  rain  or  temi- 
peft,  or  elles  grutchcth  that  flircwcs  have  pro- 
fperitee, or  elles  that  good  men  have  advcrfitec  : 
and  all  thife  thinges  ftiuld  men  fuftre  patiently, 
for  they  comen  by  the  rightiul  jngement  and 
ordinance  of  God.  Somtime  cometh  grutching  of 
avarice,  as  Judas  grutched  ayenft  the  Magdcleine 
whan  Ihc  anointed  tlic  bed  of  our  Lord  Jefu  Crift 
with  hire  precious  oynement :  this  maner  mur- 
muring is  fwiche  as  whan  man  gnitcheth  of 
gfoodnefie  that  himfelf  doth  or  that  other  folk 
don  of  hir  owen  cateL  Somtime  cometh  mur- 
mur of  pride,  as  whan  Simon  the  Pharifee 
grutched  ayenft  the  Magdeleine  whan  ihe  ap» 
proched  to  Jefu  Crift  and  vrcpt  at  his  feet  for  hire 
finnes:  and  fomtime  it  fourdeth  of  cnvie, 
whan  men  difcover  a  mannes  harme  that  was 
privce,  or  bereth  him  on  bond  thing  that  is  fklfe. 
Murmur  alfo  is  oft  among  fervants,  that  grutchen 
whan  hir  foveraincs  bidden  hem  do  leful  thinges  : 
and  for  as  moche  as  they  dare  not  openly  withfay 
the  commaundement  of  hir  fovcsaines,  yet  wol 
they  fay  harme  and  grutche  and  marmure  priveiy 
for  vcray  defpit,  which  wordcs  they  call  the 
divcls  Pater  Mofter,  though  fo  be  that  the  devil  had 
never  Paier  niper,  bnt  that  lewed  folk  ycvcn  it 
fwiche  a  name.  Somtime  it  cometh  of  ire  or 
privce  hate,  that  nori(heth  rancour  in  the  herte, 
as  afterward  I  ftial  declare.  Than  cometh  elu 
bittemeffe  of  herte,  thurgh  which  bittemcfle 
very  good.dede  of  his  neighbour  femeth  to  him 
bitter  and  unfavory.  Than  cometh  diicord, 
that  unbindeth  all  nuner  of  frendftiip  :  than 
cometh  fcoming  of  his  neighbour,  al  do  he  never 
io  wel :  than  cometh  accufing,  as  whan  a  man  fe- 
keth  occafioB  to  annoyen  his  neighbour,  which 
is  like  the  craft  of  the  divel,  that  waiteth  both 
day  and  night  to  accufen  us  all :  than  cometh 
malignitee,  thurgh  which  a  man  annoieth  bis 
neighbour  priveiy  if  he  may,  and  if  he  may  not 
algate  his  wicked  will  ftial  not  let  as  for  to  brenne 
hishous  privel/,  or  enpoifen  him,  or  fie  his  beftc9| 
and  femblab.^  .hinges. 

R.mcMum  Invidiam 

Now  wol  I  fpeke  of  the  rcmedic  ayenft  this 
foule  finne  of  cnvie.  Firftc  is  the  love  of  God 
principally,  ai^i  loving  of  his  neighbour  as  him- 
feb',  for  fothly  that  on  uc  nlay  not  be  without 
that  other ;  and  truft  wcl  that  in  the  name  of  thy 
neighbour  thou  (halt  underftande  the  name  of 
thy  brother,  for  certes  all  we  have  on  fader  flefh. 
ly  and  on  moder,  that  is  to  fay,  Adam  and  £vc, 
and  alfo  on  fader  fpirituel,  that  is  to  fay,  God  of 
Iicvcn,    Thy  ocighbomr  a^t  thou  bpundc  for  ia 
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bve,  and  win  him  all  goodnefle,  and  therfore 
layth  God,  Lotc  thy  neighbour  as  thyfdf,  that  is 
to  lay,  to  falvation  both  of  lif  and  foule;  and 
moreover,  thou  fhalt  love  him  ^in  word,  and  in 
bcnigne  amoncfting  and  chalbifing,  and  comfort 
him  in  his  anoyes,  and  prayc  for  him  with  all  thy 
hrrte ;  and  in  dcde  thou  ihalt  love  him  in  fwiche 
wife  that  th6u  (halt  do  to  him  in  charitee  as  thou 
woldcft  that  it  were  don  to  thin  owen  pcrfon,  and 
therfore  thou  nc  (halt  do  him  no  damage  in  wick, 
ed  word,  n:  harme  in  his  body,  ne  in  his  catel, 
ne  in  his  foule,  by  entiling  of  wicked  enfample  : 
thoQ  (halt  not  dcfire  his  wif ,  ne  non  of  his  thinges. . 
Undcrflondc  eke  that  in  the  name  of  Neighbour 
is  comprehended  his  enemy;  certesman  (hallo v« 
his  enemy  for  the  commandement  of  God,  and 
Ibchly  thy  frend  thou  (halt  love  in  God :  I  fay 
thin  enemy  (halt  thou  love  for  Goddes  fake  by  his 
commandement,  for  if  it  were  refon  that  man 
(hnlde  hate  his  enemy  forfoth  God  n*olde  not  re- 
ceive us  to  his  love  that  ben  his  enemies.  Ayenft 
three  maner  of  wronges  that  his  enemy  doth  to 
him  he  (hal  do  three  thinges,  as  thus ;  ayenik  hat^ 
and  rancour  of  hertc  he  (hal  love  him  in  herte ; 
ayenll  chiding  and  wicked  wordes  he  (hal  pray 
for  his  enemy ;  ayeoft  the  wicked  dede  of  his  ene- 
my he  (hal  do  him  bountee ;  for  Crift  fayth.  Love 
your  enemies,  and  prayeth  for  hem  that  fpekc 
yoD  harme,  and  for  hem  that  chafcn  and  purfuen 
you,  and  do  bountee  to  hem  that  hatcn  you.  Lo, 
thus  conunandcth  ns  our  Lord  Jefu  Crift  to  do  to 
our  enemies.  Forfoth  nature  driveth  us  to  love 
our  frendes,  and  parfay  our  enemies  have  more 
ncde  of  love  than  our  frendes,  and  they  that  more 
nede  have  certcs  to  hem  (hal  men  do  goodncfiTe ; 
and  certcs  in  thilkc  dede  have  we  remembrance 
of  the  love  of  Jefu  Grid  that  died  for  his  ene- 
mies ;  and  in  as  moche  as  thilke  love  is  more 
grevoos  to  performe,  fo  moche  is  more  grct  the 
merit e,  and  therfore  the  loving  of  our  enemy 
hath  confounded  the  venime  of  the  divel ;  for 
right  as  the  divel  is  confounded  by  humilitee, 
right  fo  is  he  wounded  to  the  deth  by  love  of  our 
enemy:  certes  than  is  love  the  medicine  that 
cafieth  ont  the  venime  of  cnvie  bo  mannes  hcrtc. 

Dc  Jra, 

After  envy  wol  I  declare  of  the  finne  of  ire, 
for  ibthly  who  fo  hath  envy  upon  his  neighbour 
anon  communly  wol  (inde  him  mater  of  wrath  in 
word  or  in  dede  ayenft  him  to  whom  he  hath  en- 
vie.  And  as  wel  cometh  ire  of  pride  as  of  cnvie, 
lor  fothly  be  that  is  proude  or  envious  is  lightly 
wroth. 

This  (inne  of  ire,  after  the  difcriving  of  Seint 
AognftiD,  is  wicked  will  to  be  avenged  by  word 
•r  by  dcde ;  ire,  after  the  phiiofophrc,  is  the  fer- 
vent blode  of  man  yquicked  in  his  hcrtc,  timrgh 
which  he  wold  harme  to  him  that  he  hateth ;  for 
ctrtes  the  herte  of  man  by  enchaufing  and  meving 
•f  his  blood  waxeth  fo  troubled  that  it  is  out  of 
all  maner  jtigement  of  refun.  But  ye  (hul  undcr- 
iii^Qodc  that  ire  is  in  two  m^mcrs,  that  qd  of 


hem  is  good,  and  that  other  is  wicked.  The  gooA 
ire  is  by  jaloude  of  goodne(re,  thurgh  the  whTdx 
nyan  is  wroth  with  wickedneflfe,  and  again  wick- 
ednelTe,  and  therfore  faith  the  wife  man  that  ire 
is  better  than  play.  This  ire  is  with  debonairtee, 
and  it  is  wrothe  without  bitternelfe ;  not  wrothe 
ayenft  the  man,  but  wrothe  with  the  mifdede  of 
the  man ;  as  iaith  the  prophet  David,  Irvfeimini^ 
et  noUte peecart.  Now  underdond  that  wicked  ire 
is  in  two  manfcrs,  that  is  to  fay,  foden  ire  or  hady 
ire,  without  avifement  and  confenting  of  refon; 
the  meaning  and  the  fenfe  of  this  is,  that  the  re- 
fon of  amaune  confenteth  not  to  that  foden  ire,  and 
than  it  is  venial.  Another  ire  is  that  is  ful  wick- 
ed, that  cometh  of  felonie  of  herte,  aviied  and 
call  before,  with  wicked  will  to  do  vengeance, 
and  therto  his  refon  confentetli;  and  fothly  this 
is  dedly  dnne.  This  ire  is  fo  difplelant  to  God 
that  it  troubleth  his  hous,  and  chafeth  the  Holy 
Goll  out  of  mannes  foule,  and  wafteth  and  de- 
ftroycth  the  likenelfe  of  God,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
vertue  that  is  in  mannes  foule,  and  putteth  in  him 
the  likenefle  of  the  devil,  and  bcnimeth  the  mao 
fro  God  that  is  his  rightful  Lord.  This  ire  is  a 
ful  gret  plefance  to  the  devil,  for  it  is  the  devila 
fomeis  that  he  enchaufeth  with  the  fire  of  helle  \ 
for  certes  right  fo  as  fire  is  more  mighty  to  de-. 
(Iroie  erthly  thinges  than  any  other  element,  right 
fo  ire  is  mighty  to  deilroie  all  fpirituel  thinges. 
Lokc  how  that  fire  of  (inal  gledes,  that  ben  almoft 
ded  under  a(hen,  wol  quicken  ayen  whan  thej 
ben  touched  with  brimdone;  right  fo  ire  wol 
evermore  quicken  aycn  whan  it  is  touched  with 
pride  that  is  covered  in  man|ies  herte ;  for  certes 
fire  ne  may  not  come  out  of  nothing,  but  if  it 
were  fir  (I  in  the  fame  thing  naturelly,  as  fire  is 
drawn  out  of  fiintes  with  ilele ;  and  right  fo  at 
pride  is  many  times  mater  of  ire,  right  fo  is  ran- 
cour norice  and  keper  of  ire.  Ther  is  a  maner 
tree,  as  fayth  Seint  Ifidore,  that  whan  men  make 
a  fire  of  the  faide  tree,  and  cover  the  coles  of  it 
with  alhen,  fothly  the  fire  therof  wol  lad  all  a 
yere  or  more  :  and  right  fo  fareth  it  of  rancour 
whan  it  is  ones  conceived  in  the  herte  of  fom 
men ;  certes  it  wol  laden  peraventure  from  on 
Eaderne  day  until  another  Eademe  day,  or  more  ; 
bpt  certes  the  fame  man  is  ful  fcr  from  the  mcr- 
cie  of  God  all  thilkc  while. 
.  In  this  forefiud  devils  forncis  ther  forgen  three 
(hiewes.  Pride,  that  ay  blowcth  and  encrefeth  the 
fire  by  chiding  and  wicked  wordes ;  than  dondeth 
Envie,  and  holdcth  the  hot  yren  upon  the  herte 
of  man  with  a  pair  of  longe  tonges  of  longer 
rancour ;  and  than  dondeth  the  finne  of  contu- 
mclie,  or  drif  and  chcde,  and  battereth  and  forg- 
eth  by  vilains  reprevinges.  Certes  this  curfed  finne 
annoyeth  both  to  the  man  himfclf  and  eke  his 
neighbour,  for  fothly  almod  all  the  harme  or  da- 
mage that  any  man  doth  to  his  neighbour  cometh 
ol  wrath,  for  crtes  outrageous  wrathe  doth  all 
that  ever  the  foule  fcndc  willeth  cr  commandeth 
him ;  for  he  ne  fparcth  ncyther  for  our  Lord  Je- 
fu Grid  ne  hii^  fwete  modcr;  and  in  his  outrage- 
ous anger  ^od  ii'c,  alo^ !  alab !  ful  many  on  at  tuat 
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time  fclcth  In  his  hciicful  wickedly  both  of  Crift 
and  alfo  of  all  hit  halwes.  Is  not  this  a  carfed 
-vice  i  yes,  certes.  Alas !  it  benimmeth  fro  man 
-hift  witte  and  his  rcfon,  and  all  his  debonaire  lif 
fpiritael»  that  (huld  kepe  his  ibule  :  certes  it  be- 
nimmeth alfo  Goddes  due  lordihip  (and  that  is 
mannes  fonle)  and  the  loTe  of  his  neighbours ; 
it  (Iriveth  alfo  all  day  ayenll  trouth ;  it  reveth 
lum  the  quiet  of  bis  herte,  and  labvcrteth  his 
Ibule. 

Of  ire  comen  thife  (linking  engendrures ;  iirft 
liate,  that  is  olde  wrath  ;  difcord,  thurgh  which 
a  man  forfaketh  his  olde  frend  that  he  hath  loved 
fnl  long ,  and  than  cometh  werre,  and  every  ma* 
ner  of  wrong  that  a  man  doth  to  his  neighbonr  in 
body  or  in  catel.  Of  this  curfed  iinne  of  ire 
cometh  eke  manilaughter.  And  nnderftondeth 
wei  that  homicide  (that  is  manilaughter)  is  in  di- 
irers  wife.  Som  roaner  of  homicide  is  fpiritucl, 
and  ibm  is  bodily.  Spirituel  manilaughter  is  in 
€z  thinges,  Firft,  by  hate,  as  fayth  Seint  John, 
He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  an  homicide.  Ho- 
aiicide  is  alfo  by  backbiting,  of  which  backbi- 
tom-s  fayth  Salomon,  that  they  have  two  fwerdes 
^  with  which  they  flay  hir  neighbours;  for  fothly 
as  wicked  it  is  to  benime  of  him  his  good  name 
as  his  lif.  Homicide  is  alfo  in  yeving  of  wicked 
confcil  by  fraade,  as  for  to  yeve  confeil  to  areife 
wrongful  cuftomes  and  talages,  of  which  iayth 
Salomon,  A  lion  roring,  and-a  bare  hungrie,  ben 
like  to  cruel  lordes  in  withholding  or  a  bregging 
of  the  hire  or  of  the  wages  of  fervautes,  or  clies 
in  ufurie,  or  in  withdrawing  of  the  almeffe  of 
poure  folk  }  for  which  the  wife  man  fayth,  Fedeth 
him  that  ahnoft  dieth  for  hongcr,  for  fothly  but 
if  thou  fcdc  him  thou  flccft  lum  :  and  all  thife 
ben  dcdly  fmnes.  Bodily  manflaughtcr  is  whan 
thou  fleeft  him  with  thy  tongc  in  other  maner,  as 
whan  thou  commandcft  to  fle  a  man,  or  ellcs 
yeveft  confcil  to  fle  a  man.  Manflaughter  in  dcdc 
is  in  foure  maners.  That  on  is  by  lawe,  right  as 
a  juflice  dampneth  him  that  is  culpable  to  the 
deth ;  but  let  the  juflice  beware  that  -he  do  it 
rightfully,  and  that  he  do  it  not  for  delit  to  fpiU 
blood,  but  for  keping  of  righiwifenelfe.  Another 
homicide  is  don  for  neceflitec,  as  whan  a  man 
fleeth  another  in  his  defence,  and  that  he  ne^may 
non  other  wife  efcapen  fro  his  owcn  deth;  but 
certain  and  he  may  cfcape  withouten  flaughter  of 
his  adverfarie  he  doth  finne,  and  he  flial  bere  pe-  j 
nance  as  for  dedly  finne.  Alfo  if  a  man  by  cas 
or  aventure  fliete  an  arowc  or  cafl  a  ftone  with 
which  he  fleeth  a  man,  he  is  an  ho!nicide.  And 
if  a  woman  by  negligence  overly cth  hire  child 
in  hire  flcpe,  it  is  homicide  and  dedly  finne.  Al- 
fo whan  a  man  diflurbleth  conception  of  a  childe, 
and  maketh  a  woman  barein  by  drinkes  of 
venimous  herbes  thurgh  which  flie  may  not  con- 
ceive, or  fleeth  hire  child  by  drinkes,  or  elles  put- 
tcth  certain  material  thing  in  hire  fecret  place  to 
flee  hire  child,  or  elles  doth  unkinde  finne,  by 
which  man  or  woman  flicdcth  his  nature  in  place 
jther  as  a  childe  may  not  be  conceived ;  or  ellcs  if 
a  woman  hath  conceived  and  hurteth  hirefclf. 


and  by  that  mifliappe  the  childe  is  flaine,  yet  is  it 
homicide.  What  fay  we  eke  of  women  that 
mupderen  hir  children  for  drcde  of  worldly  ibame? 
certes  it  is  an  horrible  homicide.  Eke  if  a  nun 
approche  to  a  woman  by  deiir  of  lecherie  thurgh 
which  the  childe  is  periflied,  or  elles  inrnten  a 
woman  wetingly,  thurgh  which  ihe  Icfeth  hire 
child,  all  thife  ben  homicides,  and  horrible  dedly 
finnes.  Yet  comen  ther  ire  many  mo  finnes,  as 
wel  in  worde  as  in  thought  and  in  dede ;  u  be 
that  arretteth  upon  God,  or  blameth  God  of  the 
thing  of  which  he  is  himiUf  gilty,  or  dcfptfeth  God 
and  all  his  halwes,  as  don  thife  curfed  halardoars 
in  divers  contrees.  This  curfed  finne  don  they 
whan  they  fclen  in  hir  herte  ful  wickedly  of  God 
and  of  his  halwes  :  alfo  whan  they  treten  out* 
verently  the  facrament  of  the.  auter,  thiike  finne 
is  fo  gret  that  nnneth  it  may  be  reldfed,  bu(  thu 
the  mercy  of  God  paffeth  all  his  werkes,  it  is  fo 
gret,  and  he  fo  benigne.  Than  cometh  alfo  of  ire 
attry  anger,  whan  a  man  is  fharpely  amonefted  to 
his  fhrift  to  leve  his  finne  ;  than  wol  he  be  angry, 
and  anfwere  hokerly  and  angerly,  to  defend  or 
excufen  his  finne  by  unfledfaflnefle  of  his  flelh ; 
or  elles  he  did  it  for  to  hold  compagnie  with  his 
fehwes ;  or  elles  he  fayeth  the  fend  enticed  him ; 
or  elles  he  did  it  for  his  youthe ;  or  elles  his  com- 
plexion is  fo  corageout  that  he  may  not  forbere ; 
or  elles  it  is  his  dciUnee,  he  fiiyth,  unto  a  certain 
age ;  or  elles  he  fayth  it  cometh  him  of  gentibdfe 
of  his  aunceflres,  and  femblable  thmges.  All  thife 
maner  of  folke  fo  wrappen  hem  in  hir  finnes 
that  they  ne  wol  not  deliver  hemielf,  for  fothly 
no  wight  that  excufeth  himfclf  v^ilfuly  of  his 
finne  may  not  be  delivered  of  his  finne  tit  that  be 
mekcly  beknoweth  his  finne.  After  this  than 
cometh  fwering,  that  is  exprcflc  ayenft  the  com- 
mand^mcnt  of  God;  and  that  befalleth  often  of 
anger  and  of  ire  :  God  fayth.  Thou  ihalt  not 
take  the  name  of  thy  Lord  God  in  idel :  alfo  our 
Lord  Jcfu  Criil  fayth  by  the  word  of  Seint  Ma- 
thew,  Ne  flial  ye  not  fwere  in  all  manere,  nei- 
ther by  heven,  for  it  is  Goddes  trone,  ne  by 
erthe,  for  it  is  the  benche  of  his  fieet,  ne  by  }e- 
rufalem,  for  it  is  the  citee  of  a  gret  king,  ne  by 
thin  bed,  for  thou  ne  mayfl  not  make  an  here 
white  ne  black ;  but  he  fayth.  Be  your  word  yc, 
ye,  nay,  nay  ;  and  what  that  is  more  it  is  of  evil 
Thus  fayth  Crift,  for  Criftes  fake  fwere  not  fo 
fiimefully,  in  difmembrirg  of  Cril^,  by  ii>ule, 
herte,  bones,  and  body  ;  for  certes  it  (cmeth  that 
ye  thinken  that  the  curfed  Jewes  difniembred  him 
not  ynough,  but  ye  difinembre  him  more.  And 
if  fo  be  that-  the  lawe  compell  you  to  fwere,  than 
reuleth  you  after  the  lawe  of  God  in  your  fwer- 
ing, as  fayth  Jcremie,  Thou  flialt  kepe  three  con- 
ditions ;  thou  ihalt  fwere  in  trouth,  in  dome,  and 
in  rightwifeneife ;  this  is  to  iay,  thou  Ihalt  iwerc 
foth,  for  every  lefing  is  ayenll  Crift,  for  Criil  is 
veray  trouth  :  and  thinke  wel  this,  that  cfcry 
gret  fwcrer,  not  compelled  lawfully  to  fwere,  the 
plage  ihal  not  depart  fro  his  hous  while  he  ufeth 
unlcful  fwering.  Thou  ihalt  fwere  alfo  in  dome, 
whan  thou  art  cooftrcioed  by  the  domciiBao  ta 
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witneffe  a  trouth.  A^b  them  flmlt  not  fwere  for 
en  vie,  ncythcr  for  favour  nc  for  mcde,  but  only 
for  rightwifencffe,  and  for  declaring  of  trouthe 
to  the  honour  and  worfhip  of  God,  and  to  the 
aiding  and  helping  of  thin  even  Criftcn :  and 
thcrforc  every  man  that  taketh  Goddes  name  in 
idcl,  or  faUcly  fwcreth  'with  his  month,  or  elles 
taketh  on  him  the  name  of  Crift,  to  be  called  a 
Crift^  man,  and  liveth  agend  Criftes  living  and 
his  tcching,  all  they  take  Goddes  name  in  idel. 
Loke  alfo  what  fayth  Seint  Peter,  ^Buum  iv.  Non 
efi  aiiui  nomem  fuh  calo^  life. ;  Ther  is  non  other 
name  (fayth  Seint  Peter)  under  heven  yeven  to 
men  in  which  they  may  be  faved,  that  is  to  fay, 
but  the  name  of  Jefu  Crift.  Take  kepe  eke 
how  precioBs  is  the  name  of  Jefu  Crift,  as  fayth 
Seint  Poule  ad  Pkili^fes  ii.  Jm  titmhe  Je/u,  bV. ; 
that  in  the  name  of  Jefu  every  knee  of  hevenly 
creature,  or  erthly,  or  of  4ielle,  feuld  bowen ; 
for  it  is  fo  high  and  worlhipful  that  the  cuifed 
fend  in  belle  £uld  tremble  for  to  here  it  named. 
Than  femeth  it  that  men  that  fwere  fo  horribly 
by  his  blefled  name,  that  they  defpife  it  more 
boldcly  than  did  the  cuifed  Jer^-es,  or  elles  the 
divel,  that  trerableth  whan  he  hereth  his  name. 

Now  certes  (ith  that  fwering  (but  if  it  be  law- 
fully don)  Is  fo  highly  defended,  moche  worfe  is 
for  to  fwere  falfcly  and  eke  ncdeles. 

What  fay  we  eke  of  hem  that  deliten  hem  in 
fwering,  and  hold  it  a  genteiic  or  manly  dede  to 
(were  gret  othes  f  and  what  of  hem  that  of  veray 
u&genecefenotto  fwere  gret  othes,  al  be  the  caufe 
not  worth  a  ilrawe  ?  certes  this  is  horrible  iinne : 
fwering  Ibdenly  without  avifement  is  alfo  a  gret 
finoe.  But  let  us  go  cow  to  that  horrible  fwe- 
ring m(  adjuration  and  conjuration,  as  don  thife 
hlfe  ecchantours  and  nigromanccrs  in  bafins 
ful  of  water,  or  in  a  bright  fwcrde,  in  a  cerclc, 
or  so  a  fire,  or  in  a  (holder  bone  of  a  Ihepe  :  I 
cannot  (ayn  but  that  they  do  curfedly  and  dam- 
nably aycnft  Crift,  and  all  the  faith  of  holy 
chirchc. 

What  lay  we  of  hem  that  beleven  on  divinales, 
as  by  flight  or  by  noife  of  briddcs  or  of  beftcs,  or 
by  forte  of  geomancie,  by  dremcs,  by  chirking 
of  dores,  or  cracking  of  houfes,  by  gnawing  of 
rattes,  and  fwichc  maner  wretchedneffe  ?  Certes 
all  thile  thinges  ben  defended  by  God  and  holy 
cHrche,  for  which  they  ben  accurfcd,  till  they  come 
to  amendement,  that  on  fwiche  filth  fet  hir  be- 
Icvc.  Charmes  for  woundes,  or  for  maladies  of 
men  or  of  bcftcf ,  if  they  take  any  effc6t  it  may  be 
pciaventure  that  God  fuffreth  it  for  folk  fhuld 
yevc  the  more  fcith  and  reverence  to  his  name. 

Now  wol  I  fpeke  of  leficges,  which  generally  is 
falfc  fignifiance  of  word,  in  entent  to  deceive  his 
even  Criflen.  Some  leiing  is  of  which  ther  Com- 
eth Don  avantage  to  no  wight ;  and  fom  lefing 
tumeth  to  the  prolite  alid  efe  of  a  man,  and  to 
the  d^mmage  of  another  man ;  another  lefing  is 
for  to  faven  his  lif  or  his  catel ;  another  lefing 
Cometh  of  dcKt  for  to  lie,  in  which  delit  they  wol 
forge  a  long  tale,  and  peint  it  with  all  circumftan- 
crsy  wher  aU  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  £alfe ;  fome 
4 


^ 


lefing  Cometh  for  he  wol  fuftein  his  word;  anci 
fom  lefing  cometh  of  recchelefneffe  withoutcs 
avifement,  and  femblable  thinges. 

Let  us  now  touche  the  vice  of  flaterie,  whicli  ne 
cometh  not  gladly,  but  for  drede  or  for  covctife. 
Flaterie  is  generally  wrongful  preifing  :  flaterera 
ben  the  devils  nourices,  tkit  nouriih  his  children 
with  milke  of  lofengerie.  Forfoth  Salomon  lay^ 
that  flaterie  is  wcrfe  than  dctraAion,  for  fomtimd 
detradion  maketh  an  hautein  man  be  the  more 
humble,  for  he  dredeth  detrat^ion,  but  certes  fla^ 
terie  maketh  a  man  to  enhaunce  his  hcrte  and  his 
contenance.  Flaterers  ben  the  devils  enchaumtotu^ 
for  they  maken  a  man  to  wenen  himfclf  be  lika 
that  he  is  notjike  :  they  be  like  to  Judas  that  be- 
trayed God ;  and  thife  flaterers  betrayen  man  19 
icUe  him  to  his  enemy,  that  is  the  deviL  Flate^ 
rers  ben  the  devils  chappdeines,  that  ever  fingeih 
Plaeebo,  I  rekcn  flaterie  in  the  vices  of  ire,  for  oft 
time  if  a  man  be  wroth  with  another,  than  wol  h($ 
flater  fom  wight  to  fuAeioc  him  in  hi.  qur- 
rcl. 

Spekc  we  now  of  fwiche  curfing  as  cometh  of 
irous  herte.  Malifon  generally  may  be  faid  everf 
maner  power  of  harme  :  fwichc  curfing  berevetk 
man  the  regne  of  God,  as  fayth  Seint  Poule ;  anA 
oft  time  fwiche  curfing  wrongfully  retometh  agaiif 
to  him  that  curfeth,  as  a  bird  retometh  again  tf> 
his  owen  neft  :  and  over  all  thing  men  ooghc 
cfchew  to  curfe  hir  children,  and  to  yeve  to^  thct 
devil  hir  engendrure,  as  fer  forth  as  in  hem  is ; 
certes  it  is  a  gretc  peril  and  a  grete  finne. 

Let  us  than  fpeke  of  chiding  and  reproving^ 
which  ben  ful  grete  woundes  in  mannes  herte,  for 
they  unfow  the  feames  of  frendihip  in  manoe* 
herte  ;  for  certes  unnethe  may  a  man  be  plainel]f 
accorded  with  him  that  he  hath  op^ly  reviloj^ 
reprevcd,  and  difclaundred  ;  this  is  a  foil  grifly 
finne,  as  Criil  fayth  in  the  gofpeL  And  take  ytf 
kepe  now  that  he  that  rcprevcth  his  neighbour 
either  he  rcprcveth  him  by  fom  harme  of  peine 
that  he  hath  upon  his  bodie,  as  mefel,  croked  bar* 
lot,  or  by  fom  finne  that  he  doth  :  now  if  he  r(w 
preve  him  by  hamuc  of  peine,  than  turneth  tliefe* 
preve  to  Jefu  Crifl;  for  peine  isfentby  thcrigbt- 
wife  ondc  of  God,  and  by  his  fufFrance,  be  it  me«* 
felric,  or  maime,  or  maladic  ;  and  if  he  rcpreirrf 
him  uncharitably  of  finne,  as  thou  holour,  thoil 
dronkelewe  harlot,  and  fo  forth,  than  appertein- 
eth  that  to  the  rejoicing  of  the  devil,  which  ever 
hath  joye  that  men  don  finne.  And  certes  chidin* 
may  not  come  bnt  out  of  a  vilains  herte^  for  after 
the  haboundance  of  the  herte  fpcketh  the  moutir 
fol  oft.  And  ye  ftiul  underftond  that  loke  by  any 
way  whan  ony  man  chaftifeth  another  that  he  be- 
ware fro  chiding  or  rcpreving,  for  trcwely  Init  he 
bewarehe  may  fol  lightly  quicken  the  fire  of  an- 
ger and  of  wrath,  which  he  IhuM  quench,  and  per* 
aventure  fleth  him  that  he  might  chaftifc  with 
benignitee ;  for,  as  fayth  Salomon,  The  amiable 
tongc  is  the  tree  of  lif,  that  is  to  fay,  of  lif  fpiri- 
tuel ;  and  fothly  a  dlllblute  tonge  fleth  the  fpirit 
of  him  that  rcpreveth,  and  alfo  of  him  which  ia 
reprevcd,    Lo,  what  fay  th  Seint  Awgnfline ;  Ther 
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b  nothing  Co  like  the  devils  child  as  he  which  oft 
chideth ;  a  fervant  of  God  behoveth  not  to  chide ; 
and  though  that  chiding  be  a  vilains  thing  betwix 
all  maner  folk,  yet  it  is  certes  moft  uncovenable 
betwene  a  man  and  his  wif,  for  thcr  is  never  reft; 
and  therfore  fayth  Salomon,  An  hous  that  is  unco- 
Tered  in  rayn  and  dropping  and  a  chiding  wif  ben 
like ;  a  man  which  is  in  a  dropping  hous  in  many 
places  though  he  cfchew  the  dropping  in  o  place, 
it  droppeth  on  him  in  another  place ;  fo  fareth  it 
by  a  chiding  wif,  if  (he  chide  him  not  in  o  place 
(he  wol  chide  him  in  another ;  and  therfore  better 
is  a  tnorfel  of  bred  with  joye  than  an  hous  filled 
fol  of  delices  with  chiding,  fayth  Salomon  :  and 
^int  Poule  fayCh,  O  ye  women!  heth  ye  fubgettes 
to  your  hnibonds  as  you  behoveth  in  God  ;  and 
yc  men  loveth  ypiir  wives. 

Afterward  fpekc  we  of  fcoming,  which  is  a 
wicked  finne,  and  namely  whan  he  fcometh  a 
man  for  his  good  werkes,  for  certes  fwiche  fcor- 
ners  faren  like  the  foule  tode,  that  may  not  en- 
dure to  fraell  the  fwcte  favour  of  the  vine  whan 
it  flouriflieth  :  thifc  fcomers  ben  parting  felaws 
with  the  devil,  for  they  have  joye  whan  the  devil 
winneth,  and  forwe  if  he  lefeth ;  they  ben  adver- 
farics  to  Jcfu  Crift,  for  they  hate  tliat  he  loveth, 
that  is  to  fay,  falvation  of  foule. 

Spcke  we  now  of  wicked  confeil,  for  he  that 
wicked  confeil  yeveth  is  a  traitour,  for  he  deceiv- 
cth  him  that  trufteth  in  him ;  but  nathelefs  yet  is 
wicked  confeil  firft  aycnft  himfclf ;  for,  as  fayth 
the  wife  man,  Every  falfc  living  hath  this  proper- 
tee  in  himfelf,  that  he  that  wol  annoy  another  man, 
'  he  annojeth  firft  himfelf.  And  men  (hul  under- 
ftond  that  man  (hal  not  take  his  confeil  of  falfe 
folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevous  folk,  ne  of  folk 
that  lovcn  fpccially  hir  owen  profit,  ne  of  to 
moche  worldly  folk,  namely  in  confeiling  of 
mannes  foule. 

Now  coineth  the  finne  of  hem  that  maken  dif- 
cord  among  folk,  which  is  a  finne  that  Crift  ha- 
teth  utterly ;  and  no  wonder  is,  for  he  died  for 
to  make  concord ;  and  more  fliame  don  they  to 
Crift  than  did  they  that  him  crucified ;  for  God 
loveth  better  that  fricndfliip  be  amonges  folk  than 
ke  did  his  owen  body,  which  that  he  yavt  for 
imitee ;  therfore  ben  they  likened  to  the  devil, 
that  ever  is  about  to  make  difcord. 

Now  cometh  the  finne  of  double  tonge,  fwiche 
«8  fpcke  faire  before  folk  and  wickedly  behind,  or 
dies  they  make  femblaunt  as  though  they  fpake 
•f  good  entention,  or  eUes  in  game  and  play,  and 
yet  they  fpeken  of  wicked  entente. 

Now  cometh  bewreying  of  confeil, thurgh  which 
a  man  is  defamed  :  certes  unnethe  may  he  reflore 
the  damage :  now  cometh  manacc,  that  is  an  open 
Iblie,  for  he  that  oft  manaceth  he  threteth  more 
than  he  may  performe  ful  oft  time  :  now  comen 
idel  wordes  that  be  without  profite  of  him  that 
^[>eketh  the  wordes,  and  eke  of  him  that  herken- 
eth  the  wordes,  or  clles  idcl  wordes  ben  tho  that 
^n  nedeles,  or  withouten  entente  of  naturel  pro- 
€t ;  and  al  be  it  that  idel  wordes  be  fomtime  vcni- 
9i  finne,  yet  ihuld  men  doute  hem,  for  wc  fhulyeve 


rekening  of  hem  before  God;  Now  eometb  jan^ 
ling,  that  may  not  come  withouten  finne ;  and,  as 
fayth  Salomon,  It  is  a  figne  of  apert  folie  ;  and 
therfore  a  philofophre  fayd,  whan  a  man  axed  him 
how  that  he  (huld  plefe  the  peple,  he  anfwered. 
Do  many  good  werkes,  and  fpeke  few  jangeUnges. 
After  this  cometh  the  finne  of  japeres,  that  ben 
the  devils  apes,  for  they  make  folk  to  laugh  at  hir 
japerie,  as  folk  don  at  the  gaudes  of  an  ape ; 
fwiche  japes  defendeth  Seint  Poule.  hokc  how 
that  vertnous  wordes  and  holy  comforten  hetn 
that  travaillen  in  the  fervice  of  Crift,  right  fo  com- 
forten the  vilains  words  and  the  knakkes  c*"  ja- 
peres'hem  that  travaillen  in  the  fervice  of  the  de- 
viL  Thife  ben  the  finnes  of  the  tonge,  that  cornea 
of  ire,  and  other  finnes  many  mo« 

Remedhtm  Jr£* 

The  rcmedle  ayenft  ire  is  a  vertue  that  cleped  if 
Manfuetude,  that  is  debonairtee,  and  eke  ano- 
ther vertue  that  men  clepen  Patience  or  Sufie- 
rauncc. 

Debonairtee  withdraweth  and  refreineth  the 
ftirrings  and  mevings  of  mannes  corage  in  his 
herte  in  fwich  n>aner  that  they  ne  (kip  not  oat  by 
anger  ne  ire ;  fufiferance  fuffereth  fwctely  all  the 
annoyance  and  the  wrong  that  is  don  to  man 
outward  Scint  Jerome  fayth  this  of  ^bonair- 
tee,  that  it  doth  no  harme  to  no  wight  dc  faytlv 
ne  for  no  harme  that  men  do  ne  lay  he  ne  chaieth 
not  ayenft  rcfon.  This  vertue  fomtime  cometh 
of  nature  ;  for,  as  fayth  the  philofophre,  A  man  is 
a  quick  thing,  by  nature  debonairc,  and  tretable 
to  goodnelfc  ;  but  whan  debonairtee  is  enformcd 
of  grace,  than  it  is  the  more  worth. 

Patience  is  another  remedy  ayenft  ire,  and  is  a 
vertue  that  fufi*ereth  fwetely  every  mannes  good- 
nefl*e,  and  is  not  wroth  for  non  haxme  that  is  don 
to  him.  The  philofophre  fayth  that  patience  is 
the  vertue  that  fulTreth  debonairly  al  the  outrage 
ofadverfitce  and  every  wicked  word.  This  vertue 
maketh  a  man  like  to  God,  and  nuketh  him 
Goddes  owen  childe,  as  fiiyth  Crift  :  this  vertue 
difcomfiteth  thin  enemies ;  and  therfore  fayth  the 
wife  man.  If  thou  wolt  vanquifti  thin  enenxie  fee 
thou  be  patient.  And  thou  fhalt  underftond  that 
a  man  fufiereth  foure  maner  of  grevances  in  out" 
ward  thingcs,  ayenft  the  which  foure  he  naoft  have 
foure  maner  of  patiences.  ' 

The  firft  grevance  is  of  wicked  wordes  ;  thiike 
grevance  fdfred  Jefu  Crift,  without  grutching, 
ftil  patiently,  whan  the  Jewes  defpifed  him  and 
repreved  bun  ful  oft :  fuffer  thou  therfore  pa* 
ticntly,  for  the  wife  man  faith.  If  thou  ftrive  with 
a  foole,  though  the  foole  be  wroth,  or  though  he 
laugh,  algate  thou  fhalt  have  no  reftc.  Hiat 
other  grevance  outward  is  to  have  domage  of  thy 
catel ;  therayenft  fufired  Crift  ful  patienUy  whan 
he  was  defpoilcd  of  al  that  he  had  in  this  lif^and 
that  n*as  but  his  clothes.  The  thridde  g^revance  is 
a  man  to  have  harme  in  his  body ;  that  Aaffrcd 
Crift  ful  patiently  in  all  his  pafiion.  The  fourthe 
grevance  is  in  outrageous  labour  in  werkes ;  wher- 
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&fe  I  hj  that' folk  that  fnake  hir  fervants  to  tra* 
▼aile  to  grcToufly,  or  out  of  time,  as  in  holy  dayes, 
ibthly  they  do  gret  finne  :  hereayenft  fuffcred 
Crift  fol  patiently,  and  taught  us  patience,  whan 
he  bare  upon  his  blelTed  (holders  the  crofle  upon 
which  he  (hnld  fuffer  defpitous  deth.  Here  ms^ 
men  Icme  to  be  patient ;  for  certes  not  only  Criften 
men  be  patient  for  love  of  Jefu  Crifl,  and  for 
fuerdon  of  the  blitful  lif  that  is  perdurable^  but 
ccrtcs  the  old  Payenes,  that  never  were  chrif- 
teoed,  commendeden  and  ufeden  the  veitue  of 
patience. 

A  philofophre  upon  a  time  that  wold  have  be* 
ten  his  difciple  for  his  gret  trefpas,  for  which,  he 
was  gretly  meved,  and  brought  a  yerde  to  bete  the 
childe,  and  whan  this  child  &we  the  yerde  he  fayd 
to  his  maifter,  What  thinke  ye  to  do  ?  I  wol  bete 
thee,  hjd  the  maiAer,  for  thy  corredioa.  For- 
foth,  (ayd  the  childe,  ye  ought  firft  corredf  your- 
fclfythat  have  loft  all  your  patience  for  the  offence 
of  a  child.  Forfooth>  fayd  the  maifler,  all  weping, 
thou  iayeft  foth ;  have  thou  the  yerde,  my  dere 
fooc!  and  corred  me  for  min  impatience.  Of 
patience  cometh  obedience,  thurgh  which  a  man 
ii  obedient  to  Crift,  and  to  all  hem  to  which  he 
ought  to  be  obedient  in  Crift.  And  undcrftand 
wel  that  obedience  isparfite  whan  that  a  man  doth 
gUdly  and  haftily,  with  good  herte  entirely,  aU 
that  be  (huld  do.  Obedience  generally,  is  to  per- 
fonnc  haftily  the  dodrine  of  God  and  of  his  fove- 
ratnes,  to  which  him  ought  to  be  obeiiant  in  all 
rightwifcDciTe* 
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After  (be  finne  of  vrrath  now  wol  I  fpeke  of  die 
finne  of  accidie  or  flouth ;  for  envie  bjindeth  the 
herte  of  a  man,  and  ire  tronbleth  a  man,  and  ac* 
cidie  maketh  him  hevy,  thoughtful,  and  wrawe. 
Envie  and  ire  maken  bittemeflfe  in  herte,  which 
btttemefle  b  mother  of  accidie,  and  benimeth  him 
the  love  of  alle  goodnelTe ;  than  is  acddte  the  an- 
guiih  of  a  trouble  herte :  and  Seint  Auguftine 
£iyth.  It  is  annoye  of  goodneile  and  annoye  of 
harme.  Certes  this  is  a  damnable  finne,  for  it 
doth  wrong  to  Jefu  Crift,  in  as  moche  as  it  beni- 
meth the  fervice  that  men  fltulde  do  to  Crift  with 
aHe  diligence, as  (ayth  Salomon;  but  accidie  doth 


thinges  is  accidie  enemie  and  contrary,  for  he 
lovethiio  befincfle  at  all.  Now  certes  this  foule 
finne  of  accidie  is  eke  a  ful  gret  enemie  to  the  live- 
lode  of  the  body,  for  it  ne  hath  no  purveaunce 
ayenft  temporel  neceflitce,  for  it  forfleutheth,  for- 
fluggeth,  and  deftroieth  all  goodet  temporel  by 
recchelefaefie. 

The  fourth  thing  is  that  accidie  is  like  hem  that 
ben  in  the  peine  of  belle  becaufe  of  hir  flouthe  and 
of  hir  hevinefle ;  for  they  that  be  damned  ben  f» 
bmiud  that  they  nuy  neyther  do  wel  ne  think 
wel.  Of  accidie  cometh  firft  that  a  man  is  annoi- 
ed  and  accombrcd  to  do  any  goodnefle,  and  thafc 
maketh  that  God  hath  abhomination  of  fwiche  ao* 
cidie,  as  fayth  Seint  John. 

Now  cometh  flouthe,  that  wol  not  fuflre  n» 
hardnefie  ne  no  penance ;  for  fothly  flouthe  is  f» 
tendre  and  fo  delicat,  as  fayth  Salomon,  that  he 
wol  fufiire  non  hardnefle  ne  penance,  and  therfore 
he  fliendeth  all  that  he  doth.  Ayenft  this  rotcn 
finne  of  accidie  and  flouthe  fliuld  men  excrcife 
hemfelf,  and  ufe  hemfelf  to  ^  good  werkes,  and 
manly  and  vertuoufly  cachen  'corage  wel  to  do, 
thinking  that  our  Lord  Jefu  Crift  quiteth  every 
good  deed,  be  it  never  fo  lite.  Ufage  of  labour  i» 
a  gret  thing,  for  it  maketh,  as  fiiyth  Seint  Ber- 
nard, the  labourer  to  have  ftrong  armcs  and  hard 
finewes,  and  flouthe  maketh  hem  feble  and  tendre. 
Than  cometh  dredc  for  to  beginne  to  werke  any 
good  werkes ;  for  certes  be  that  enclineth  to  finne, 
him  khinketh  it  is  to  gret  an  emprife  for  to  under- 
take the  werkes  of  goodneiTe,  and  cafteth  in  hia 
herte  that  the  circumftances  of  goodneflc  ben  fo 
grevou»and  f&chargeant  for  to  fuffre  that  he  dare 
not  undertake  to  do  werkes  of  goodncfle,  as  fayth 
Seint  Gregorie. 

Now  cometh  wanhope,  that  is  defpeir  of  the 
mercy  of  God,  that  cometh  fon^time  of  to  moche 
outrageous  forwe,  and  fomtime  of  to  moche 
drcde,  imagining  that  he  hath  do  fo  moche  finne 
that  it  wolde  not  availe  him  though  he  wolde  re- 
pent him  and  forfake  finne,  thurgh  which  defpeire 
or  drede  he  abandoneth  all  his  herte  t«  every  ma- 
tter finne,  as  (ayth  Seint  Auguftine;  which  damp- 
nable  finne,  if  it  continue  unto  his  end,  it  is  cleped 
the  fintae  of  the  Holy  Coft.  This  horrible  finne  is 
fo  peiilous.that  he  that  is  defpeired  ther  n*is  no 
febnie^  ne  no  finne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do,  aa 


noQ  fwiche  diligence  :  he  doth  all  thing  with  an-  |  flitwed  wel  by  Judas.    Certes  aboveo  all  finncs 


noye,  and  with  wrawnefle,  flacknefle,  smd  excufa- 
tion,  with  idelnefie  and  unluft ;  for  which  the 
book  fayth,  Accurfed  be  he  that  doth  the  fervice 
of  God  negligently.  Than  is  accidie  enemy  to 
every  eftate  of  man ;  for  certes  the  eftate  of  man 
is  ia  three  maaers :  either  it  is  the  eftate  of  inno- 
cenee,  as  was  the  eftate  of  Adam  before  that  he  fell 
into  fione,  in  which  eftate  he  washoldei^to  werk, 
as  in  hcrying  and  adoring  of  God.  Another  eftate 
is  the  eftate  of  finful  men,  in  which  eftate  men 
beo  holden  to  labour  in  praying  to  God  for 
ameodement  of  hir  finaes,.  and  that  he  wold 
grmuDt  hem  to  rife  out  of  hir  finnes^  Another  eftate 
i^Uie  eftate  of  grace,  io- which  eftate  he  is  holden 
to  weikes  of  penitence ;  and  certet  to  all  thifis 


than  is  this  finne  moft  difplefimt  and  moft  ad- 
vettarie  to  Crift.  Sothly  he  that  defpeireth  him 
is  like  to  the  coward  champion  recreant  that; 
flitth  withouten  nede.  Alas!  alas!  nedcles  ia 
he  recreant  and  nedcles  defpeired.  Certes  the 
mercy  of  God  is  ever  redy  to  the  penitent  per- 
ion,  and  is  above  all  his  werkes.  Alas!  can- 
not a  man  bcthinke  him  on  the  Gofpel  of  Seint 
Luke,  chap.  xv.  r  wheras  Crift  fayth,  thai  as  wel 
flial  ther  be  joye  in  heven,  upon  a  fmful  man  that 
doth  penitence,  as  upon  ninety-and-nine  rightful 
men  that  neden  no  penitence  ?  Loke  further  in- 
the  fame  gofpel  the  joye  and  the  fefte  of  the  good 
man  that  had  loft  his  fone,  whan  his  fone  was'rew 
tourned.  with  repentance  to  bis.  fader.    Can  they. 
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not  remcmbre  hem  alTo  (as  fajth  Seine  Luke,  ch. 
xxiii.)  how  that  the  thefe  that  was  honged  beiide 
Jefu  Cfift  fayd,  Lord,  remcmbre  on  me  whan 
thou-comcfi  in  thy  regne  ?  Forfoth,  (aid  C?nft,  I 
hy  to  thee  to-day  ihalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Para- 
dis.  Certes  ther  is  non  fo  horrible  finne  of  man 
that  ne  may  in  his  lif  be  deijkroyed  by  penitence 
thurgh  vertue  of  the  paflion  and  of  the  dcth  of 
Crift.  Alas!  what  nedeth  man  than  to  be  def- 
peired,  fith  that  his  mercy  is  fo  redy  and  large  ? 
Axe  and  have.  Than  cometh  fompnolence,  thftt 
b,  fluggy  flumbring,  which  maketh  a  man  hery 
and  dull  in  body  and  in  foule,  and  this  finne  co- 
,  meth  of  ilouthe ;  and  certes  the  time  that  by  way 
of  rcfon  jnan  fhuld  not  llepe  is  by  the  morwe,  but 
if  ther  were  caufe  rcfonable ;  for  fothly  in  the 
Siorwe  tide  is  moft  covenable  to  a  man  to  fay 
his  prayers,  and  for  to  think  on  God,  and  to  ho- 
fiour  God,  and  to  yeve  atmeffe  to  the  poure  that 
comen  firft  m  the  name  of  Tefu  Crift.  Lo,  what 
fayth  Salomon  ?  Who  fo  wol  by  the  morwe  awake 
to  feke  me  he  flial  find  me.  Than  cometh  negli- 
gence or  recchelefoefie,  that  recketh  of  nothing; 
and  though  that  ignorance  be  mother  of  all  harmes 
Certes  negligence  is  the  norice  :  negligence  ne 
doth  no  force  whan  he  (hal  do  a  thing  whether 
he  do  it  wel  or  badly. 

The  remedie  of  thife  two  finnes  is,  as  fayth  the 
wife  man,  that  he  that  dredeth  God  fpareth  not 
to  do  that  him  ought  to  do ;  and  he  that  loreth 
God  he  wol  do  diligence  to  plefe  God  by  his 
werkes,  and  abandon  himfelf  with  all  his  might 
wel  for  to  do:  Than  cometh  idelnefle,  that  is  the 
yate  of  all  harmes.  An  idcl  man  is  like  to  a  place 
fhat  hath  no  walles,  theraa  deviles  may  enter  on 
every  fide,  or  ihoot  at  him  at  difco^rte  by  temp- 
tation on  every  fide  :  this  idelneife  is  the  tburrok 
of  all  wicked  and  vilains  thoughtes,  and  of  all  jan- 
geles,  trifles,  and  all  ordure :  certes  hcven  is  yeven 
to  hem  that  will  labour,  and  not  to  idel  folk:  alfo 
Dav^d  fayth.  They  ne  be  not  in  the  labour  of  men, 
ne  w^  fliul  not  ben  whipped  with  men,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  "^rgatoric :  certes  than  femeth  it  they  (hul 
ben  torrobnted  with  the  devil  in  heUe  but  if  they 
do  penance.    . 

Than  cometh  thefinne  that  men  clepen  TarJitot, 
as  w4ian  a  m^  is  latered  or  taryed  or  he  wol 
iQurne  to  Gerd  ;  and  certes  that  is  a  gret  folie  :  he 
Js  BkHiim  that  falleth  in  the  dichc  and  wol  not 
arife.  And  this  vice  cometh  of  falfe  hope,  that 
ihinketh  that  he  fhal  live  long ;  but  that  hope 
ftiillethfuloft. 

Than  cometh  Lachefle,  that  is  he  that  whan  he 
beginneth  any  good  werk,  anon  he  wol  forlete  it 
and  (Hat,  as  don  they  that  have  any  wight  to  go- 
verne,  and*  ne  take  of  him  no  more  kepe,  anon  as 
liiey  find  any  contrary  or  any  annoy.  Thife  ben 
tfie  newe  fiiepherdes  that  let  hir  (hepe  wetlngly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  thebreres,  and  do  no 
fcrce  of  hir  owen  governance.  Of  this  cometh 
j^erte  and  deftrudion  both  of  fpirituel  and  tern- 
porel  diinges:  than  cometh  a  raaner  coldnefTe  that 
frefeth  all  the  herteof  man;  than  cometh  undevo- 
llon,  thurgh  which  a  man  is  fo  blont,  as  fayth 


Seint  Bernard,  and  hath  fwiche  langovr  in  his 
foule,  that  he  may  neyther  rede  ne  fing  in  boij 
chirche,  ne  here  ne  thinke  of  no  devotion,  ne  tn- 
vaile  with  his  hondes  in  no  good  werk,  that  itfi'u 
to  him  unfiivory  and  all  ap^ed :  than  wezedi  he 
fluggiih  and  flombry,  and  fone  wol  he  be  wroth, 
and  fone  is  he  inclined  to  hate  and  to  envie:  than 
cometh  the  finne  of  worldly  forwe,  fwiche  ss  is 
cleped  Trijhtiaf  that  fleth  a  man  as  fayth  Seint 
Poule;  for  certes  fwiche  forwe  werketh  to  the 
deth  of  the  foule  and  body  alfo,  for  therof  cometh 
that  a  man  is  annoied  of  his  owen  lif,  wherfbre 
fwiche  forwe  fliorteth  the  lif  of  many  a  man,  or 
that  his  time  is  come  by  way  of  kinde. 

Remeium  Acci^a 

Ayenft  this  horrible  finne  of  accidie,  and  ^ 
braunches  of  he  fame,  ther  is  a  vertoe  diat  iscal* 
led  Fortttmia  or  Strength,  that  is,  an  affedioo 
thurgh  which  a  man  defpifeth  noyeus  thingcs. 
This  vertue  is  fo  mighty  and  fo  vigorous,  that  it 
dare  isrithftond  mightily,  and  wraftlc  ayenft  the 
aflautes  of  the  devil,  and  wifely  kepe  hiodblf  fro 
periles  that  ben  wicked,  for  it  enhaunfeth  and  eo- 
forceth  the  foule,  right  as  accidie  abateth  and 
'  maketh  it  feble;  for  this  fortitmdt  may  endnre 
with  long  fnfferaace  the  travaiUes  that  ben  c<rrt> 
nable. 

This  vertue  hath  many  fpices :  the  firft  is  cleped 
Magnanimitee,  that  is  to  £iy,  gret  coraj^ ;  for 
certes  ther  behoveth  gret  corage  ayenft  accidie, 
left  that  it  fwalowe  the  foule  by  thefinne  of  forwe^ 
or  deftroy  it  with  wanhope.  Certes  this  vcrtnc 
maketh  folk  to  undertake  hard  and  grevoos 
thinges  by  hir  owen  will  wifely  and  refooahlf. 
And  for  a§  moche  as  the  devil  fighteth  ayenff 
man  more  by  queintefle  and  fleight  than  by 
ftrength,therforeihal  a  manwithftond  him  by  wit,* 
by  refon,  and  by  difcretion.  Than  ben  ther  the 
vertues  of  feith,  and  hope  in  God  and  in  his  feistes, 
,  to  acheven  and  accomplice  the  good  werks,  in  the 
which  he  purpofcth  fermely  to  continue.  Than 
cometh  feuretee  or  fikemeffe,  and  that  is  whan  a 
man  ne  douteth  no  travaile  in  time  coming  of  the 
good  werkes  that  he  hath  begonne  :  than  cometh 
magnificence,  that  is  to  fay,  whan  a  man  doth  and 
peiformeth  gret  werkes  of  goodneffc  that  he  hath 
begonne,  and  that  is  the  end  why  that  men  fliuld 
do  good  ^verkes,  for  in  the  accompliiking  of  good 
werkes  lieth  the  gret  guerdon  :  than  is  ther  con- 
ftance,  that  is  ftabkncSfe  of  corage,  and  this  ihuld 
be  in  herte  by  ftedfaft  feith,  and  in  mouth,  and  in 
bering,  in  chere  and  in  dede.  Eke  ther  ben  ma 
fpecial  remedies  ayenft  accidie,  in  divers  werkes, 
and  in  confideration  of  the  peines  of  helle,  and  of 
the  joyes  of  heven,  and  in  truft  of  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Goft,  that  will  yeve  him  might  to  performc 
his  good  entent. 

De  A^aHfia. 

After  accidie  wol  I  fpeke  of  avarice  and  of  core-' 
tife;  of  which  finne  Seint  Pook  ftytfa,  The  rot^ 


THE  PERSOMES  TALfe 


iri 


of  'an  liannet  is  coveitife ;  for  fothly  whao  the 
licrte  of  man  ii  confounded  in  itfelf  and  troubled, 
V)d  that  the  foule  hath  lo^  the  comfort  of  God, 
tlun  Ceketh  he  an  idei  folas  of  worldly  thinges. 

Avarice^  after  the  defcription  of  Seint  Auguf- 
tine,  is  a  likeroufhefle  in  herte  to  have  erthly 
thinges.  Som  other  folk  iayn  that  avarice  is  for  to 
pordiafe  many  erthly  thinges,  and  nothing  to 
yore -to  hem  that  han  nede.  And  underftond  wel 
that  aYarice  ftandeth  not  only  in  land  ne  catel, 
but  fom  time  in  fdence  and  in^lorie,  and  in  eve* 
Tj  maner  outrageous  thing,  is  avarice :  and  the 
difference  betwene  avarice  and  coveteifc  is  this ; 
toveteife  is  for  to  coveit  fwiche  thinges  as  thou 
haft  not,  and  avarice  is  to  withholde  and  kepe 
fwiche  thinges  as  thou  haft  without  rightful  nede. 
Sothly  this  avarice  is  a  finne  that  is  ful  donpnable, 
for  aU  holy  writ  curfeth  it,  and  fpeketh  ayenft  it, 
for  it  doth  wrong  to  Jcfu  Crift,  for  it  bereveth 
blm  the  love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  toumeth 
it  backward  ayenft  all  refon,  and  maketh  that  the 
avaricious  man  hath  more  hope  in  his  catel  than 
in  Jcfu  Crift,  and  doth  more  objfervance  in  keping 
of  his  trefour  than  he  doth  in  the  ferVice  of  Jcfu 
Crift ;  and  therfore  lay  th  Seint  Poule,  that  an  a- 
varicious  man  is  the  thraldome  of  idolatrie. 

What  difference  Ss  ther  betwix  an  idolaftre  and 
an  avaricioQs  man,  but  that  an  idolaftre  peraVen- 
tore  oe  hath  not  but  o  maumet  or  two,  and  the  a- 
varidoas  man  hath  many  ^  for  certes  every  florein 
in  his  coflfre  is  his  nuumet :  and  certes  the  finne 
cS'maoimetrie  istfae  6rft  that  Ood  defended  ia  the 
ten  commandnients,  as  bereth  witnefte,  £xod.  ch. 
zx. :  Thou  (halt  have  no  falfe  goddes before  me, 
ne  thou  ftialt  make  to  thee  no  graven  thing.  Thus 
is  an  avaricious  man  that  loveth  his  trefour  before 
God  an  idolaftre.  And  thurgh  this  ^^fed  finne 
of  avarice  and  coveitife  cometh  thife  hard  lord- 
ftips  thurgh  which  men  ben  diftreined  by  talla^ 
ges,  cofiomes,  and  cariages,  more  than  hir  dutce 
or  rcibn  is ;  and  eke  take  they  of  hir  bondmen 
amcrcementes,  which  might  more  reft^nably  be 
tilled  extortions  thata  amercemehtes ;  of  which 
amercemcntes,  or  ranfoming  of  bondmen,  fom 
lordes  ftcwardes  fay  that  it  is  rightful;  tor  as 
ttocbe  as  a  cfaerl  hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it 
oe  is  his  lordes  as  they  fay.  But  certes  thife  lord- 
Ihippct  don  wrong,  that  bereven  hir  bondm t 
thinges  that  they  never  yave  hem.  AuguJIimn  de 
CimSatt  Da,  litri>  ix.  Soth  is  that  the  condition  of 
thraldotai,  and  the  firft  caufe  oi  thraldom  was  for 
finne.  Qtmeju  V. 

Thus  may  ye  fte  that  the  gilt  defervcd  thraU 
dom,  but  ndt  nature^  wherfore  thife  lordes  ne 
IkuU  not  to  livoche  glorifie  hem  in  hir  lordfliipes, 
fith  that  they  by  naturel  condition  ben  not  lordes 
of  hir  thraHes,  btit  that  thraldom  dune  firft  by  the 
defeite  of  finne.  And  furthcrovcr,  ther  as  the 
lawe  faytfa  that  temporel  goodes  of  bondfolk  ben 
the  eoodes  of  hir  lofd,  ye,  that  is  for  to  under- 
ftood,  the  goodies  of  the  emperour,  to  defend  hem 
in  hir  right,  but  not  to  robbe  hem  ne  to  reve 
hem ;  therfore  fiiyth  Seneca,  The  prudent  fliuld 
1^  b^inienely  with  the  thral,  tho  that  thou  depeft 
thy  tfaralles  bien  Goddes  peple  \  for  humble  folk  btn 
Voul 


Grilles  frendet>;  they  beo  contubernlil  with  the 
Lord  thy  king. 

Thinke  alfo  that  of  fwiche  feed  as  cherlet^ 
f^ringen,  of  fwiche  feed  fpringen  lordes  :  as  wel 
may  the  cherl  be  faved  as  the  lord.  The  fame 
deth  that  taketh  the  cherl  fwiche  deth  taketh  the 
lord ;  wherfore  I  rede  do  right  fo  with  thy  cherl 
as  thou  woldeft  that  thy  lord  did  with  thee  if  thou 
were  in  his  plight.  Every  finful  man  is  a  cherl  to 
finne.  I  rede  thee,  thou  lord^  that  thou  reulc  thee 
in  fwiche  wife  that  thy  cherles  rather  love  thee 
than  drede  thee.  I  wote  wd  that  ther  is  degree 
above  degree,  as  rcfon  is,  and  fldU  is,  that  men 
do  hir  devoir  ther  as  it  is  due ;  but  certes  extor- 
tion and  defpit  of  your  underlingcs  is  dampnahle. 

And  furthermore^  underftbnd  wel  that  thife  con* 

querourec^or  tyrantes  maken  ful  oft  thrallcs  of 

hem  that  ben  borne  of  as  royal  blood  as  ben  they 

that  hem  conqueren.     This  name  of  Thraldom 

was  never  erft  couthe  til  that  Noe  fayd  that  hit 

fone  Cham  ftinld  be  tKrall  to  his  brethren  for  his 

finne.     What  fay  we  than  of  hem  that  piUe  and 

don  extortions  to  holy  chirche  ?  Certes  the  fwcrd 

that  men  yeven  firft  to  a  knight  whan  he  is  ncwe 

dubbed  fignifieth  that  he  fliuld  defend  holy  chirche, 

and  not  robbe  it  ne  pille  it ;  and  who  fo  doth  is 

traitonr  to  Crift  :  as  faith  Seint  Auguftinc,  Tho 

ben  the  devils  wolves  that  ftrangelen  the  fliepe  of 

Jcfu  Crift,  and  don  worfc  than  wolves ;  for  fothly 

whan  the  wolf  hath  (iill  his  wombe  he  ftinteth 

to  ftrangle  ftepe,  but  fothly  the  pillours  and  de- 

ftroiera  of  holy  chirches  goodes  ne  do  not  fo,  for 

they  ne  ftint  never  to  pille*     Now,  as  I  have  fayd, 

fith  fo  IS  that  finne  was  firft  caufe  of  thraldom, 

than  is  it  thus,  that  at  the  time  that  all  this  world 

was  in  finne,  than  was  all  this  world  in  thraldom 

and  in  fubje^*n  :   but  certes  fith  the  time  of 

grace  came,  God  ordeined  that  fom  folk  fliuld  be 

more  high  in  eftate  and  in  degree,  and  fom  folk 

more  lo'^c,  and  that  everich   fliuld  be  ferved 

in  his  eftate  and  his  degree  c  and  therfore  in  fom 

contrees  ther  as  they  ben  thralles  whan  they  have 

toumcd  hem  to  the  feith  they  make  hir  thralles 

free  out  of  thraldom ;  and  therfore  ct^rtes  the  lord 

oweth  to  his  man  that  the  man  ow^h  to  the  lord. 

The  Pope  clepeth  himlelf  Servant  of  the  fcrvants 

of  God ;  but  for  as  moche  as  the  eftate  of  holy 

chirche  ne  might  not  have  ben,  ne  the  commun 

profite  might  not  have  be  kept,  ne  pecs  ne  reft 

in  erthe,  but  if  Ood  had  ordeined  that  fom  men 

have  higher  degree  and  fom  men  lower,  (herfore 

was  foveraintee  ordeined  to  kepe  and  mainteine, 

and  defend,  hire  underlinges  or  hire  fubjeScs  ita 

refon,  as  ferforth  as  it  licth  in  hire  power,  and 

'  not  to  deftroy  hem  ne  confound;  wherfore  I  fay 

!  that  thilke  lordes  that  ben  like  wolves,  that  de* 

I  voure  the  poifeifions  or  the  catd  of  poure  folk 

wrongfully,  withouten  mercy  or  mefure,  they  flitd 

receive  by  the  fame  mefure  that  they  have  me« 

fured  to  poure  folk  the  mercy  o'f  Jcfu  Crift,  bu^ . 

they  it  amende.    Now  cometh  deceit  betwixt 

nlarchant  and  marchant.    And  thou  flialt  under* 

ftond  that  marchandife  is  in  two  maners,  that 

on  is  bodily,  and  that  other  is  goftly ;  that  on  i$ 

hooeft  and  leful,  and  that  other  is  diihoneft  ttid 
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ualcful.  The  bodily  marchandife,  that  is  Icful 
and  honeft,  is  this,  that  ther  as  God  hath  ordcin- 
ed  that  a  rcgne  or  a  contrce  is  fuffifant  to  himfelf, 
than  it  is  honeft  and  leful  that  of  the  haboundancc 
of  this  contree  men  helpc  another  contrce  that  is 
nedy ;  and  therf«re  thtr  muft  be  marchants  to 
bring  fro  on  contree  to  another  hir  marchandife^ 
That  other  marchandife  that  men  hauntcn  -with 
fraude,  and  trcchcrie,  and  deceit,  with  iefingcs 
and  falfc  othc%  is  right  curfed  and  dampnablc. 
Spiritucl  marchandife  is  proprely  fimonie,  that  is, 
cntentif  dcfire  to  buy  thing  fpirituel,  that  is,  thing 
which  appcrteineth  to  the  feintuaric  of  God,  and 
to  the  cure  of  the  fon!e.  This  defire,  if  fo  be  that 
»  man  do  his  diligence  to  performe  it,  al  be  it  tjiat 
bis  delire  ne  take  non  efie^,  yet  it  is  to  him  a 
dcdly  (inne,.  and  if  he  be  ordered  he  is  feregubr. 
Gcrtcs  fimonie  is  cicped  of  Simon  Magns,  that 
wold  hava  bought  for  tempore!  catel  the  yefte 
that  God  had  yeren-by  th^  Holy  Goft  to  Si*int 
Peter  and  to  the  apoftles;  and  thcrforc  under- 
flond  ye,  that  both  he  that  Icllcrh  and  he  that  by- 
eth  thinges  fpirituel  ben  called  Simoniackes,  be  it 
by  catel,  be  it  by  procuring,  or  by  flelbly  praier 
of  his  frendes,  flcflily  frendcs  or.  fpirituel  frcndes, 
flelhly  in  two  maners,  as  by  kinrcde  or  other 
firendes ;  fothly  if  they  pray  for  him  that  is  not 
worthy  and  able  it  is  fimonie,  if  he  take  tRe  bene- 
fice, and  if  he  be  worthy  and  able  ther  is  non. 
That  other  maner  is  whan  man  or  woman  pray- 
cthr  for  folk  to  advancen  hem  only  for  wicked 
fleMy  aiF«dion,  which  they  have  unto  the  pcr- 
fons,  and  that  is  foule  fimone ;  but  ccrtes  in  fer- 
vice,  for  which  men  yeven  thinges  fpirituel  unto 
hir  fervants,  it  muft  be  undcrftonde  that  the  fcr- 
vice  muft  be  honeft  or  clles  not,  and  alfo  that  it 
be  without  bargaining,  and  that  the  perfon  be 
able;  for  (as  fayth  Scint  Damafcen)  All  the  fin- 
jies  of  the  world,  at  regard  of  this  fitme,  ben  as 
thing  of  nought^  for  it  is  the  grettcft  finne  that 
raay  be  after  the  fmnc  of  Lucifer  and  of  Anticrift; 
for  by  this  finne  Gcd  fr^rlcfeth  the  chirche  and  the 
foule,  which  he  bought  with  his  precious  blood,  by 
Ivcm  that  ycven  chirchcs  to  hem  tshatbennot  dignc, 
for  they  put  in  thcves,  that  ftclcn  the  foulcs  of  Jefu 
Grift,  and  deftroyen  his  patrimonie.  By  fvviche 
imdigne  precftes  and  curates  ban  Icwcd  men  leflc 
reverence  of  the  facraments  of  holy  chirche;  and 
fwichcyevers  of  chirches  put  the  children  of  Crift 
out,  and  put  into  chirchcs  the  divels  owcn  foncs ; 
they  fcll«n  tlie  foulcs  that  lambcs  ftiiUd  kepc  to  the 
wolf,  which  ftranglcth  hem,  and  therefore  ftiall 
they  never  have  p:\rt  of  the  pafture  of  larabes,  that 
is,  in  the  bliffe  of  hevcn.  Now  cometh  hafardrie, 
with  his  apcrtenauntcs,  as  tables  and  raflcs,  of 
which  cometh  deceit,  falfc  othes,  chldings,  and 
al!  raving,  blafpheming,  and  reneying  of  God, 
hate  of  his  neyghbours,  waft  of  goodcs,  mifpending 
i»f  time,,  and  lomtjme  manfiaughtcr.  Certes  ha- 
iardours  ne  mow  not  be  without  gret  fmne.  Of 
avarice  conien  eije  lefingf3,  theft,  falfe  witncfle, 
and  falfe  othes ;  and  ye  ftul  undcrftonde  that  thefe 
be  gret  finnes,  and  exprcffe  ayenft  the  ccmmandc- 
ments  of  Gcd,  as  l-havc  feyd.  Falfc  witnciTe  is  eke 


in  word  and  in  dedc ;  in  word*,  as  for  to  beirvrtihf" 
neighbours  good  name  by  thy  faUb  witncffc,  or 
bcrcvc  him  his  catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy  falfc 
witneffing,  wh/in  thou  for  ire,  or  for  mede,  or  for 
envic,  bereft  falfe  witncffc,  or  accufcft  him,  or  ex* 
cofeft  thyfel/ falfely.  Ware,  yc  queftmongcrs  and 
notaries !  cartes  for  falfe  witnefiing  was  Sufanna  in 
foF  gret  forwe  and  peine,  and  many  another  mo. 
The  finne  of  theft  is  alfo  expreffe  ayenft  Goddcs^ 
heft,  and  that  in  two  maners,  tempore!  and  fpi- 
rituel. The  temporcl  theft  is  as  for  to  lake  thy 
neighbours  catel  aycnft  his  will,  be  it  by  force  or 
by  flcight,  be  it  in  meting  or  mefure,  by  ftcling, 
by  falfe  enditemcnt*  upon  him,  and  in  borowing 
of  thy  neighbours  catel  in  entcnt  never  to  pay  it 
aycn,  and  fcmblablc  thinges.  Spirituel  theft  is 
facrilege,  that  is  to  fay,  hurting  of  holy  thingc% 
or  of  thinges  facred  to  Crift,  in  two  maners ;  by 
rcfon  of  the  holy  place,  as  chirches  or  chirchcs 
hawes ;  (for  every  vilains  finne  that  men  don  in 
fwiche  places  may  be  called  facrilege,  or  every 
violence  in  femblable  places)  alfo  they  that  with- 
drawe  falfcly  the  rentes  and  rightes that  longen  to 
holy  chirche;  and  plainly  and  generally, facrilege 
is  to  rcve  holy  thing  fro  holy  place,,  or  unholy 
/hing  ont  of  holy  place,  or  holy  tiling  out  of  un- 
holy place, 

JRfmedium  AvarltU, 

Now  ftiul  yc  undcrftond  that  relcving  of  ava^ 
rice  is  mifericorde  and  pitce  largely  taken.  And 
men  might  axe  why  that  mifericorde  and  pitce 
are  releving  of  avarice?  Ccrtes  the  avaricious 
man  ftieweth  no  pitee  ne  mifericorde  to  the  ncdc- 
ful  man,  for  he  dclitcth  him  in  the  keping  of  his 
trcfour,  ani?  not  in  the  rcfcouing  ne  relcving  of 
his  even  Criften  :  and  thcrforc  fpeke.  I  firft  ot 
mifericorde.  Than  is  mifericorde  (as  fayth  the 
philofophre)  a  vertue  by  which  the  coragc  of  man 
is  ftirrcd  by  the  mifcfe  of  him  that  is  mifefcd ;  u- 
pon  which  mifericorde  foloweth  pitce,  in  perfor- 
ming and  fulfilling  of  charitable  wcrkcs  of  mercic, 
helping  and  comforting  him  that  is  mifcfed.  And 
certes  this  meveth  a  man  to  mifericorde  of  Jefu 
Crift,  that  he  yave  liimfclf  for  our  offence,  and 
fuffred  deth  for  mifericorde,  and  foryaf  us  our  o- 
ri^inal  finnes,  and  thcrby  relefed  us  fro  the  peine 
of  hell,  and  amcnufcd  the  pcines  of  Pur^tory  hj 
penitence,  and  ycvcth  us  j-race  wel  to  do,  and  at 
the  laft  the  bliffe  of  hevcn.  The  fpicet  of  miferi- 
corde ben  for  to  lene,  and  ckc  for  to  yeve^and  for 
to  foryevc  and  relefc,  and  for  to  have  pitee  itt 
hertc,  and  compaffion  of  the  mifchcfc  of  his  cvea 
Criften-,  and  alfo  to  chaftife  ther  as  nedc  is.  Ano- 
ther maner  of  remedy  ayenft  avarice  is  rcfbnable. 
largeffe  ;  but  fothly  here  bchovcth  the  coniidet- 
ation  of  the  grace  of  Jefu  Crift,  and  of  the  tcm- 
porel  goodes,,  and  alfo  of  the  goodes  perdurable 
that  J<;fu  Crift  yave  to  us,  and  to  have  remem- 
brance of  the  deth  which  he  fhal  receive,  he  wot 
not  v/han ;  and  eke  that  he  fliai  forgon  all  that 
he  hath,  favc  only  that  which  he  hath  difpcndtd 
in  good  wcrkcs. 
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But  for  18  moclie  as  km  folk  ben  nnmefurable, 
mcRougfaten  for  to  avoid  andcfchue  fool-largcflfe, 
tfic  whichc  men  clepen  Waftc.  Certes  he  that  is 
fcoKhrge  he  yercth  not  his  catel,  but  he  Icfcth  his 
M9  eate! :  fbthlywhst  thing  that  he  ycvcth  forrainc 
glorie,  »to  minftrals,  and  to  folk  Aat  here  his  re- 
Boae  ia  the  world,heliath  do  (inne  therof,  and  non 
akndfir :  certes  he  lefethfoulehitgood  that  nc  fckcth 
with  die  yefte  of  hir  good  nothing  but  finne  :  he  is 
like  to  an  hors  that  feketh  rather  to  drink  droTy  or 
troubled  water  than  for  to  drink  water  of  the 
elcre  weH  :  and  for  as  moche  as  they  ycven  ther 
as  they  fliald  nat  ycven,  to  hem  appertaineth 
chilke  malifon  that  Crtft  fhal  yeve  at  the  day  of 
tene  to  hem  ^at  Aul  be  dampned. 

De  GmIS. 

After  avarice  cometh  glotonie,  which  is  eipreflc 
•yeaft  ifie  conunandement  of  God.  Olotonie  is 
ttsmeforable  appetit  to  etc  or  to  driuke,  or  elles 
to  do  in  ought  to  the  unmefurable  appetite  and 
£fordeined  coveitifc  to  ete  or  drinke.  This  finne 
foriupted  aD  this  world,  as  is  wel  (hewed  in  the 
feae  of  Adam  and  of  Eve.  Loke  aifo  what  fay  th 
Seist  Poulc  of  glotonie :  Many  (fayth  he)  goB, 
ef  whidk  I  have  ofte  faid  to  you,  and  now  I  fay 
it  wcping,  that  they  ben  the  enemies  of  the  croffe 
•f  Crift,  of  which  the  end  is  deth,  and  of  which 
far  wombe  is  hir  God  and  hir  glorie,  in  confufion 
•f  hem  that  fo  ferven  erthly  thinges.  He  that 
that  is  nfimt  to  this  finne  of  glotonie,  he  ne  may 
no  fiime  wtthfhmd,  he  muft  be  in  fervage  of  all 
▼icea,  for  it  u  the  devils  horde  ther  he  hideth  him 
and  refteth.  This  finne  hath  many  fpices :  the 
firft  i»dronkennefle,  that  is  the  horrible  fepukure 
of  mannes  refon,  and  therfore  whin  a  man  is 
droake  he  hath  loft  his  refon ;  and  this  is  dedly 
finne;  but  fothly  whan  that  a  man  is  not  wont 
to  ftrocg  drinkes,  and  pcravcnture  nc  knowcth 
■ot  the  ftrength  of  the  drinke,  or  hath  fcble- 
ne^  in  his  hed,  or  hath  travailled,  thurgh 
which  he  drinketh  the  more,  al  be  he  fodenly 
caught  with  drinke,  it  is  no  dedely  finne 
but  veniaL  The  fecond  fpice  of  glotonie  is,  thdt 
the  fpirit  of  a  man  wexcth  all  trouble  for  dronk- 
cmeife,  an£berevcth  a  man  the  difcretion  of  bis 
wit.  The  thridde  fpice  of  glotonie  is  whan  a 
man  devoureth  his  mete,  and  hath  not  rightful 
maner  of  eting.  The  fourthe  is,  whan  thurgh 
the  gret  abundance  of  his  mete  the  humours  in  his 
body  ben  diftcmpcrcd.  The  fifthe  is  foryetful- 
aefle  by  to  moche  drinking,  for  which  fometimea 
man  forgeteth  by  the  morwc  what  he  did  over  eve. 

In  other  mancr  ben  diftinft  the  fpices  of  glot- 
onie, af^cr  Seint  Grcgoric.  The  firil  is  for  to  etc 
before  time;  the  fecond  h  whan  a  man  geteth 
bim  to  deHcate  mete  or  drinke;  the  thridde  is 
whan  men  taken  to  moche  over  tfiefure ;  the 
fourth  is  curiofitee,  with  eret  entent  to  maken 
and  appareillc  his  mete ;  the  fifth  is  lor  to  ete 
tredily.  Thife  ben  the  fivefinecrs  of  the  devils 
Aosd,  by  which  be  dntw^tb  folk  to  the  fione. 
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Ayenft  glotonie  the  rcmcdic  is  abftinence,  ag 
I  feyth  Galien  ;  but  that  1  holde  not  meritorie,  if 
he  do  it  only  for  the  hcle  of  his  body.  Scint 
Augufline  wol  that  abftinence  be  don  for 
vcrtue,  and  with  patience.  Abftilience  (fayth 
he)  is  Ktel  worth  but  if  a  man  have  good  will 
therto,  and  but  it  be  enforced  by  patience  and 
charitcc,  and  that  men  don  it  for  Goddes  fake^ 
and  in  hope  to  have  rfie  blifle  in  hevcn; 

The  felawes  of  abftinence  ben  attcmpcrance^ 
that  holdeth  the  menc  in  allc  thinges ;  alfo  fhame, 
Aat  efchcweth  all  dlflioneftcc;  fuffifance,  that 
feketh  no  riche  metes  ne  drihkcs,  nc  doth  no  force 
of  non  outrageous  appareilling  of  inete ;  mefurc 
alfo,  that  rcftrcineth  by  rcafon  the  unmcrurable 
appetit  of  eting ;  foberneffe  alfo,  that  rcftrcineth 
the  outrage  of  drinke  ;  fparing  alfo,  that  rcftrcinj 
eth  the  delicat  efe  to  fit  long  at  mete,  whcrfore 
fom  folk  ftandcn  of  hir  owen  will  whan  they  ctc^ 
bccaufc  they  ivii  etc  at  Icffe  leifcr. 

After  glotonie  cometh  Icchcite,  for  thife  twd 
finnes  ben  fo  nigh  cofms  that  oft  time  they  wol 
not  depart.  God  wote  this  finne  is  ful  difplefant 
to  God,  for  he  faid  himfclf.  Do  no  lechcric  ;  and 
therfore  he  putteth  gret  peine  ayenft  this  fifinc  : 
for  in  the  old  lawe  if  a  woman  thrall  were  taken  in 
thi?  finne,  fliefiiuldbe  bctcnwithftaves  to  the  deth, 
and  if  flic  were  a  gentil woman  flie  fliuld  be  flain  with 
ftoncs,  and  if  flic  were  a  biflioppes  doughtcr  flio 
(huld  be  brent  by  Ooddcs  commandement.  More- 
over, for  the  finne  of  lechcric  God  dreint  all  the 
world,  and  after  that  he  brent  five  cities  with 
thonder  and  lightning,andfankchcm  doun  into  hell. 
Now  let  us  fpckc  than  of  the  faid  ftinking  finne 
of  lechcric,  that  men  clcpen  Avoutric,  that  is  of 
wedded  folk,  that  is  to  fay,  if  that  on  of  hem  be 
wedded  or  ellcs  both.  Scint  John  fayth,  that 
avoutcrers  fliul  ben  in  hclle  in  a  ftacke  bf tuning 
of  fire  and  of  brimftonc ;  in  fire  forherlechcric,in 
I  brimftonc  for  the  ftenche  of  hir  ordure.  Certej 
the  breklng  of  this  facrament  is  an  horrible  thing  j 
it  was  made  of  God  himfelf  in  Paradis,  ani 
confirmed  by  Jcfu  Crift,  as  witrteflcth  Scint  Ma- 
thew  in  the  Gofpel ;  A  man  Ihal  let  fader  and 
moder,  and  take  him  to  his  wif,  and  they  (hal  be 
two  in  on  flefti.  This  facfament  bctokcneth  the 
knitting  together  of  Crift  and  holy  chirchc.  And 
not  only  that  God  forbade  avoutric  in  dcdc,  but 
ilfo  he  commanded  that  thou  ftiuldeft  not  coveit 
thy  neighbours  wif.  In  this  hafte  (fayth  Seint 
Auguftine)  is  forboden  all  mancr  covcitife  to  do 
lechcric.  Lo,  what  fayth  Scint  Mathcw  in  the 
Gofpel,  that  who  fo  fccth  a  woman  to  coveitifi? 
of  his  luft,  he  hath  don  Iccherie  With  hire  in  hia 
hcrtc.  Here  may  ye  fee  that  not  only  the  dcdc 
of  this  finne  is  forboden,  but  eke  the  dcfire  to  doi» 
that  finne.  This  curfcd  finne  apnoycth  j^evoufly 
Wi/ 
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hem  thiit  it  haunt :  and  firft  to  the  fouie,  for  he 
obligeth  it  to  finne  and  to  peine  of  deth,  which 
is  perdurable ;  and  to  the  body  annoyeth  it 
grcToufly  alTo,  for  it  dricth  him  and  wafteth  and 
flient  him,  and  of  his  blood  he  maketh  facrificc  to 
the  fend  of  helle :  it  wafteth  eke  hi*  catel  and 
his  fubftance ;  and  certes  if  it  be  a  foule  thing 
a  man  to  waifte  his  catel  on  women,  yet  it  it  a 
fouler  thing  whan  that  for  fwiche  ordure  women 
difpenden  upon  men  hir  catel  and  hir  fubflance. 
This  finne,  as  fayth  the  prophet,  bercveth  man 
and  woman  hir  good  fame  and  all  hir  honour; 
and  it  is  ful  plefant  to  the  devil,  for  therby  win- 
ncth  he,  the  mode  partie  of  this  wretched  world  ; 
and  right  as  a  iharchant  deliteth  him  moft  in  that 
cbafiare  which  he  hath  moft  avanuge  and  pro- 
fite  of,  right  fo  deliteth  the  fend  in  this  ordure. 

This  is  that  other  bond  of  the  devil,  with  five 
fingers,  to  cacche  the  peple  to  his  vilanie.  The 
^rft  fingre  is  the  foole  loking  of  the  foole  woman 
^d  of  tKe  foole  man,  that  fleth  right  as  the 
bafilicok  ileth  folk  by  venime  of  his  fight,  for  the 
covcitifc  of  the  eyen  foloweth  the  coveitife  of  the 
hcrtc.  The  fecond  fingre  is  the  vilaitis  touching 
in  wicked  maner;  and  therfore  fayth  Salomon, 
that  whofo  toucheth  and  handleth  a  woman  he 
fareth  as  the  man  that  handleth  the  fcorpion, 
which  /lingeth  and  fodenly,  fleth  thurgh  his  en- 
vcniniing,  or  as  who  fo  that  toucheth  warme 
pitch  it  fliendetb  his  fingers.  The  thridde  is  foulc 
wordes,  whiche  fareth  like  fire,  which  right 
anon  brenneth  the  hcrte.  The  fourth  finger  it 
kifliQg,  an(i  trcwely  he  were  a  gret  foole  that 
wold  kifle  the  mouthe  of  a  brenning  oven  or  of 
fi  foiimeis;  and  more  fooles  ben  they  that  kiflcn 
in  vilainic,  for  that  mouth  is  the  mouth  of  helle; 
^nd  namely  thife  olde  dourdes  holoures,  which 
wol  kiffe.  an4  flicker,  and  befie  hemfelf  though 
they  may  nought  do ;  certes  they  ben  like  to 
houndes,  for  an  honn^  whaii  he  cometh  by  the 
Tofer  or  by  other  buflies,  though  fo  be  that 
he  may  not  pifle,  yet  wol  he  heve  up  his  leg 
ind  make  a  contenance  to  pifle.  And  for  that 
many  men  weneth  that  he  may  not  finne  for 
no  likeroufnefl's  that  he  doth  with  his  wif,  trewe- 
ly  that  opiniop  is  falfe;  God  wot  a  man  may 
flee  himfelf  with  his  own  knifand  make  him- 
felf  dronkcn  of  hi*  owen  tonne.  Certes  be  it 
wif,  bt  it  childe,  or  any  worMy  thing,  that  he 
loveth  before  God,  it  is  his  maumet,  and  he  is 
an  idolaflre.  A  man  fliuld  love  his  wif  by  dif- 
cretion,  paCiently  and  attcmprely  and  than  is  (he 
^s  though  it  were  his  fufter.  The  fifth  fingre  of 
the  divds  bond  is  the  ftinking  dcde  of  lecherie. 
Trewely  the  five  fingers  of  glotonie  the  fend 
putteth  in  the  wombe  of  a  man,  and  with  his 
live  fingers  of  lecherie  he  gripeth  him  by  the 
teines  for  to  throwe  him  into  the  fouirneis  of  helle, 
ther  as  they  fliul  have  the  fire  and  the  wormes 
Ihat  ever  fliul  laften,  and  weping  and  wayling, 
snd  fliarpe  hunger  and  thuirft;  and  griflinefle  of 
divels  whiche  fliu!  all  to-trede  hem  withouten 
tefpite  and  withouten  ende.  Of  lecherie,  as  I 
layd,  fourdcn  and  fpringen  divers  Ipices ;  as  for- 

lucation  that  ii  betwcuc  man  utd  wonum  wbich 
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ben  not  maried,  and  is  dedly  finne,  and  ayrni 

nature.    All  that  is  enemy  aad  deflrudiont* 

nature  is  ayenft  nature^  Pzrhj  the  reafon  of  a  man 

eke  tellcth  him  wel  that  it  is  dedly  finne,  for  ar 

moche  as  God  forbad  lecherie;  and  Scint  Poole 

yeveth  hem  the  regne  that  n*is  dewe  to  no  wight 

but  to  hem  that  don  dedely  finne«  Another  finne 

of  lecherie  is,  to  bcreven  a  maid  of  hiremeideohed, 

tor  he  that  fo  doth,  certes  he  cafl«th  a  mayden 

out  of  the  higheft  degree  that  is  in  this  prefent 

lif,  and  bereveth  hire  thilke  precious  fruit  that 

the  boo  kclepeth  the  Hundreth  Fruit;  I  ne  can 

fay  it  non  otherwife  in  Englifli,  but  in  Latine  it 

h^ght  CeHtefimiu  fruBui,   Certes  he  that  fo  doth> 

the  caufe  of  many  damages  and  vilanies  mo  than 

any  man  can  reken  :  right  as  he  fomtime  is  caoie 

of  all  damages  that  beflcs  do  in   the  feldthat 

brcketh  the  hedge  of  the  clofure,  thurgh  which  he 

deftroyeth  that  may  not  be  reftored ;  for  certes 

no  more  may  maidenhed  be  reflorcd  than  an  arme 

that  is  fmitten  fro  the  body  may  retume  ayca 

and  weze  ;  flie  may  have  mercy,  this  wot  1  wel, 

if  that  file  have  will  to  do  penitence,  but  never 

flial  it  be  but  that  flie  is  corrupte.     And  all  be  it 

ib  that  I  have  fpoke  fomwhat  of  avoutrie,  it  is 

good  to  fliewe  the  periles  that  longen  to  avoutrie, 

tor  to  efchewe   that  foule  finne.     Avoutre,  in 

Latine,  is  for  to  faye,  approching  of  another  man- 

nes  bedde,  thurrh  whiche  tho  that  fomtime  were 

on  fleflie   abandone  hir  bodies  ta  other  perfoos. 

Of  this  finne,  as  fayth  the  wife  man,  folow  many 

harmes  :  firfte  breking  of  feith  :  and  certes  feith 

is  the  key  of  Criftendom,  and  whan  that  key  is 

broken  and  lome  fothly  Criftendom  is  lome,  and 

ftont  vaine  and  without  fruit.    This  finne  alfo  is 

theft,  for  theft  generally  is  to  reve  a  wight  his 

thinges  ayenft  his  will.    Certes  this  is  the  Ibukft 

theft  that  may  be  whan  that  a  woman  ftelethhire 

body  from  her  hufl>ond,and  yeveth  it  to  hire  holoor 

to  defoule  it,  and  ftelel^  hire, foule  fro  Grift  and 

yeveth  it  to  tn^ devil :  this  is  a  foukr  thefte  thanfor 

to  breke  a  chirche  and  ftck  away  the  chalice  \ 

for  thife  avouterers  hreken  the  temple  of  God 

fpirituelly,  and  ftelen  the  veflell  of  grace,  that  is, 

the  hody  and  the  fisule,  for  whiche  Crifte  flial  dc- 

ftroy  hero,  as  fayth  Seint  Poule.     Sothly  of  this 

1  theft  doutcd  gretly  Jofcph,  whan  th  *  his  lordci 

I  wif  prayed  hun  of  vilainie,  whan  he   (kyde,  Lo, 

i  my  Lady,  how  my  Lord  hath  take  to  me  under 

my  warde  all  that  he  hath  in  this  world,  ne  no- 

I  thing  is  out  of  my  power  but  only  ye,  that  ben  hit 

.  wif:  and  how  fliuld  t  then  do  this  wickcdnefl*c,snd 

I  finne  fo  horribly  ayenft  God  and  ayexvft  my  Lord  I 

I  God  it  forbede !  Alas!  all  to  litel  it  fwiche  trouth  now 

I  yfoundc !     The  thridde  harme  ii  the  filth  thurgh 

;  wh  ich  they  breke  the  commandement  of  God  and  de- 

:  foule  the  auter  of  matrimonies^  that  isCriftifor 

,  certes  info  moche  as  the  faciament  of  mariage  bfo 

noble  and  fo  digne,  fo  moche  is  it  the  grcter  finne 

for  to  breke  it,  for  God  made  manage  in  Paradis,  in 

,  the  eftate  of  innocencie,  to  multiplie  mankinds 

to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  therfore  is  the  breking 

'  therof  the  more  grevous,  of  which  breking  come 

falfe  heires  oft  time,  that  wrongfully  Occupicn 

I  folkC9  heritages,  and  therfor  wol  Crift  pat  hem 
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«vt  of  tiie  regne  of  heven,  that  is  heritage  to  good  /  rightfothifeihrewei  neholdhemnotapaiedof  roft< 


Solk.  Of  this  breking  comcth  eke  oft  time  that 
folk  nnware  wedde  or  finne  with  kir  owen 
kifidrede  ;  and  namely  thtfe  harlottesthat  haunten 
bordellesof  thiie  foul  women  that  may  he  likened 
to  a  commune  gong  wheras  men^urge  hir  ordure 
What  £iy  we  dfo  of  putoors,  that  live  by  the 
horrible  finne  of  puterie,  and  conftrein  women 
to  yelde  hem  a  certain  rent  of  her  bodHy  putrie, 
ye,  fomtime  his  owen  wif  or  his  childe,  as  don 
ihife  bavdes?  Certes  thife  ben  curfed  finnes. 
Underilond  alfo  that  airourie  is  fet  in  the  ten  com- 
mandements  betwene  theft  and  manflaughter,  for 
it  is  the  greteft  theft  that  may  be,  for  it  is  theft  of 
body  andof  fonle :  and  it  is  like  to  homicide,  for  it 
kenreth  atwo  and  breketh  atwo  hem  that  firft  - 
were  made  on  ielh ;  and  therfore  by  the  old  lawe 
of  God  they  fhuld  be  flaine,  but  nathelelTe  by  the 
lawe  of  JefuCrift,  that  is  the  lawe  of  pitee,  whan 
lie  fayd  to  the  woman  that  was  found  in  avoutrie, 
and  fliuM  hare  be  flain  with  floncs,  after  the  will 
of  the  Jewes,  as  was  hir  lawe.  Go,  (aid  Jefu  Crift, 
and  have  no  nu>re  will  to  do  finne.  Sothly  the 
vengeance  of  aroutrie  as  awarded  to  the  peine  of 
belle,  but  if  ib  be  that  it  be  difcombered  by 
penitence.  Yet  ben  ther  mo  fpices  of  this  curfed 
^nae,  as  whan  that  on  of  hem  is  rehgious,  or 
elks  both  ;  or  of  folk  that  ben  entered  into  ordere, 
at  fob«deken,  deken,  or  preeft,  or  hofpitalers; 
and  ever  the  higher  that  he  is  in  ordre  the  greter 
is  the  finne.  The  tlnnges  that  gretely  agrege  hir 
finne  is  the  breking  of  hir  avow  of  chaflitee 
whao  they  received  the  ordre.  And  moreover, 
f otfa  is  that  holy  ordre  is  chefe  of  all  the  treforie 
of  God,  and  is  a  fpecial  ^gmt  and  marke  of 
chaftitce,  to  (hew  that  they  ben  joined  to 
chaiUtee,  which  is  the  mode  precious  Uf  that  is. 
And  thife  ordered  folk  ben  fpecially  titled  to  God, 
snd  of  the  Ipecial  meinie  of  God,  for.  which  whan 
they  don  <tedly  finne  chey  ben  the  fpecial  crat- 
toors  of  God  and  of  his  peple,  for  they  live  by 
the  pcple  to  praye  for  the  peple,  and  whiles  they 
ben  fwiche  trattours  hir  prayeresavaile  not  to  the 
peple.  Prcefies  ben  as  angels  as  by  the  myfterie 
of  hir  dignitee;  but  ibrfoth  Seint  Poule  (aith 
that  Sathonas  tnmsfoormeth  him  in  an  angel  of 
light.  Sothly  the  precft  that  haunteth  dedly 
finne  he  may  be  likened  to  an  angel  of  derknefle 
transfourmed  into  an  angel  of  light ;  he  femeth 
an  angel  of  light,,  but  for  loth  he  is  an  angel  of 
darknefle.  Swiche  preeftes  be  the  fones  of  Hely, 
as  is  ihewed  in  the  Book  of  Kinges  that  they 
were  the  fonnes  of  Belial,  that  is  the  divel. 
Belial  is  to  (ay  withouten  juge,  and  fo  hren  they ; 
bem  thinketh  that  they  be  free,  and  have  no  juge, 
no  more  than  hath  a  fi-ee  boll,  that  taketh  which 
cow  that  him  liketh  in  the  toun.  *So  hrcn  they  by 
ipromen*  Cor  right  as  on  free  boll  is  ynough  for 
all  a  toun,  right  (b  is  a  wicked  preeft  corruption 
ynoagfa  for  all  a  parifh  or  for  all  a  countree.  Thife 
preeftes,  as  (ayth  the  book,  ne  cannot  minifter  the 
snyftcrie  of  prcefihood  to  the  peple,  nethey  knowe 
sot  Ood,  ne  they  hold  hem  not  ^aied,  as  faith 
|he  book,  of  fodden  fle(h  that  was  to  hem  ofired, 
bot  they  take  hj  force  thp  flc(h  U^t  is  raw.  Ccrtcs 


edflefh  and  (bdden  with  which  the  peple  feden  hem 
in  gret  reverence,  but  they  wol  haye  raw  fle(h, 
as  folkes  wives  and  hir  doughters.  And  certes 
thife  women  that  confenten  to  hir  harlotrie  don 
gret^wrong  to  Crifl  and  to  holy  chirchc,  and  to 
all  halowes  and  to  all  fou|cs,  for  they  bereven  al^ 
thife  hem  that  (huld  woHhip  CnSt  and  holy 
chircbe,  and  pray  for  Crifien  foules ;  and  therfore 
han  fwiche  preeftes,  and  hir  lemmans  alfo  that 
confenten  to  hir  lecheric,  the  malifon  of  the  court 
Criften  til  they  come  to  amendement.  The 
thridde  fpice  of  avoutrie  is  fomtime  betwixt  a  ma^ 
and  his  wif,  and  that  is  whan  they  take  no  regard 
in  hir  aflembling  but  only  to  hir  fleihly  dclit,  as 
faith  Seint  Jerome,  and  ne  recken  of  nothing  but 
that  they  ben  alfembled  becaufe  they  ben  maried : 
all  is  good  ynough,  as  thinketh  to  hem.  But  in 
fwiche  folk  hath  the  divel  power,  as  faid  the  ang(| 
Raphael  to  Tobie,  for  in  hir  alfcmbliDg  they 
puttcn  Jefu  Crift  out  of  hir  herte.  and  yevcn 
thcmfelf  to  all  ordure.  The  fourth  fpice  is  of  hem 
that  affemble  with  hir  kindrcde,  or  with  hem 
that  ben  of  an  affinitee,  or  dies  with  hem  with 
which  hfr  fathers  or  hif  kinred  have  deled  in  the 
finne  of  leeherie  :  this  finne  maketh  hem. like  to 
honndes,  that  taken  no  kepe  of  kindrede.  And 
certes  parentele  is  in  two  toancrs,  eyther  goftly 
or  fleihly  ;  goftly  is  for  to  delcn  with  hir  goi''^ 
fibbes;  for  right  fo  as  he  that  engendreth  a  chi  4 
is  his  fleihly  father,  right  fo  is  his  godfather  his 
father  fpirituel,  for  which  a  woman  may  in  no 
leflc  (inne  aifcrable  with  hire  godfib  than  with 
hire  owen  fleihly  brodcr.  The  Jfthc  fpice  is  that 
abkominable  finne  of  which  abhbminable  finne 
no  man  unncth  ought  to  fpeke  ne  write, 
nathcles  it  is  openly  reherfed  in  holy  writ. 
This  curfedneife  don  men  and'  women  in 
diverfe  entent  and  diverfe  manerr  but  though 
that  holy  writ  fpekc  of  horrible  finne,  certes  holy- 
writ  may  not  be  defouled,  no  more  than  the 
fodne  that  (hineth  on  the  myxene.  Another  finne 
apperteineth  to  leeherie  that  cometh  in  fleping, 
and  this  finne  cometh  often  to  hem  that  ben 
maidens,  and  eke  to  hem  that  ben  corrupt  and 
this  finne  men  call  Potlutioh,  that  cometh  of 
four  maners :  fomtime  it  cometh  of  languiihing 
of  the  body,  for  the  humours  ben  to  ranke  and 
haboundant  in  the  body  of  man ;  fomtime  of  in- 
firmitee,  for  feblenelfe  of  th^  virtue  retentif,  if 
phifike  miakcth  mention  ;  fomtime  of  furfet  of 
niet  and  drinke ;  and  fomtime  of  vilains  thoughtca 
that  ben  enclofed  in  mannes  miqdc  whan  he 
goth  to  flepe,  which  may  not  be  withouten  fmne, 
for  whiche  men  muft  kepe  hem  wifely,  or  elks 
n^y  they  finne  ful  grevoufly. 

R<medlitm  Luxuri^, 

Now  cometh  the  remedy  ayenft  leeherie,  anc} 
that  is  generally  chaftitee  and  continence ;  that 
reftraineth  all  difordinate  mevings  that  comcn  of 
fleihly  talents,  and  ever  the  greter  merite  ihal  he 
have  that  mpft  rcfbaineth  th;  wicked  cnchaufing 
Niij  ^       * 


or  ardtire  of  tliU  {uine ;  and  this  U  in  two  tnancrs, 
that  U  to  fay,  chailitee  in  mariage  and  chaditcc 
in  widewhood.  Now  (halt  thou  underftondc  tliat 
matrimony  is  leful  affemhling  of  man  and  woman 
that  rccciven  by  vcrtuc  of  this  facremeat  the 
bonde  thurgh  whichc  they  may  not  be  departed  in 
all  hir  lif,  that  is  to  fay,  wliik  that  they  live 
bothe.  This,  as  (aith  the  book,  is  a  ful  grct  fa- 
^rement ;  God  made  it  (a£  I  have  iaid)  in  Para- 
flis,  and  wold  himfelf  be  borne  in  mariage  ;  ani 
for  to  halowe  mariage  he  was  at  a  wedding  wher- 
as  he  tourned  water  into  wine,  whiche  was  the 
fird  miracle  that  he  wrouglu  in  the  erthe  before 
his  difciples.  The  trcwe  effeA  of  niaiiage  clcnf- 
(th  fonncation,  and  replcnifheth  holy  chirche  of 
good  lignage,  for  that  is  tlie  cnde  of  mariage,  and 
thaungeth  dedly  dnne  into  venial  iinnc  bctwcnc 
hem  that  ben  wedded,  and  maketh  the  hertes  all 
pn  of  hem  that  ben  y  wedded  as  wel  as  the  bodies. 
This  is  veray  mariage  that  was  eftabliibed  by  God 
er  that  finne  began,  whan  naturel  lawc  was  in 
his  right  point  in  Paradis;  and  it  was  ordcined 
that  o  man  fhuld  have  but  o  woman,  and  o  wo- 
man but  o  man,  as  iayth  Seint  AuguClinc,  by 
many  refcns. 

Firil,  for  mariage  is  figured  betwix  Crifl  and 
holy  chirche  ;  and  another  is,  for  a  man  is  hed  of 
^he  waman,  (algate  by  ordinance  i(  ihuld  be  fo) 
for  if  a  woman  had  mo  mea  than  on  than  Ihuld 
Ihe  have  mo  hedes  thaCn  on,  and  that  were  an  ho- 
rible  thing  before  God ;  and  aUb  a  woman  mightc 
not  plefe  many  folk  at  ones ;  and  alfo  ther  muld 
never  be  pecs  ne  reft  among  hem,  for  everich  of 
hem  wold  axe  his  owen  right.  And  furthermore, 
BO  man  {hulde  knowe  his  owen  engendrurc,  ne 
who  ihuld  have  his  heritage,  and  the  woman  flmld 
"be  the  leOe  beloved  for  the  time  that  ihe  were 
conjun<^  to  many  men^ 

Now  "cometh  how  that  a  man  (huld  here  him 
■with  his  wif,  and  namely  in  two  thingcs,  that  is 
io  fay,  in  fuffrance  and  in  reverence,  and  this 
Ihewcd  Crift  whan  he  firft  made  woman ;  for  he 
pe  made  hire  of  the  hed  of  Adam,  for  Ihe  fhuld 
cot  claimctogret  lordfhippe,  for  thcr  as  the  wo- 
^an  hath  the  maiftrie  Ihe  maketh  to  moche  dif- 
array  ;  thcr  nede  non  enfamplcs  of  this,  the  ex- 
perience that  we  have  day  by  day  ought  ynough 
fufficc  :  alfo  certes  God  ne  made  not  woman  of 
the  foot  of  Adam,  for  flie  ihuld  not  be  holden  to 
Ipwe,  for  ihe  cannot  patiently  fuffer ;  but  God 
made  woman  of  the  rib  of  Adam,  for  woman 
Ihuld  be  ftlaw  unto  man.  Man  ihuld  here  him 
to  hib  wif  in  feith,  in  trouth,  and  in  love,  as 
fayth  Scint  Poule,  that  a  man  fliuld  love  his  wif 
as  Crift  loved  holy  chirche,  that  loved  it  fo  wel 
that  he  died  for  it  :  fo  ihuld  a  man  for  his  wif,  if 
it  were  ncdc. 

Now  how  that  a  woman  Diuld  be  ful^gct  to  hire 
hufbond  that  ttHcth  Scint  Peter  :  firft  in  obedi- 
ence ;  and  eke,  as  fayth  the  4eciec,  A  woman 
that  is  a  w  if,  as  long  as  ftje  is  a  wif,  &e  hath  ncn 
au(?loritc'c  t»  fwerc  ne  here  witnefTc  v jthout  Icvc 
of  liirc  hufbonde,  that  is  hire  lord,  algate  he  fhuld 
Ic  fo  by  rcfon  :  Ihc  ihuldc  alfo  fervc  him  in  aW 
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honeftee,  and  ben  attempre  of  hire  array.  I  wet* 
wel  that  they  Ibuld  fet  hir  cntcnt  to  plefe  hir 
huibonds,  but  not  by  ^eintlfe  of  hir -array.  Seint 
Jerom  fayth.  Wives  that  ben  appareilled  in  iUke 
and  precious  purple  ne  mow  not  cloth  hem  ia  Je* 
fu  Crift  :  Scint  Gregorie  Xayth  alfo,  U»at  no  wight 
fckcth  precious  array  hut  only  for  vain  gk>ric,  to 
be  honoured  the  naore  of  the  peple.  k  is  a  gret 
folie  a  woman  to  have  a  faire  array  outward  aiul 
hirefclf  to  be  fook  inward.  A  w'd  ihuld  alfo  be 
mcfurable  iti  lokiog,  in  bering,  and  in  Ui^hiog, 
and  difcrcte  in  all  hire  wordes  and  hire  dcdes, 
and  above  all  worldly  thinges  ihe  ihclde  love  hire 
kufiboade  with  all  hire  hcrte,  and  to  him  be  trewc 
of  hhre  body ;  fo  ihuld  every  huibond  eke  be  trcwe 
to  his  wif;  for  fith  that  aii  the  body  is  the  huf. 
bondcs  lb  ihuld  hif e  heree  be  a^b,  or  eMes  ther  is 
betwix  hem  two,  as  in  that,  no  parfit  mariage, 
Than  ihul  men  undcrftond  that  for  three  thingei 
a  man  and  his  wif  Acihly  may  afl*emhle.  The  firil  it 
for  the  eatent  of  engeudrurc  of  childrcm,  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  for  certes  that  w  the  caufc  final 
of  matrimonie  :  another  caufe  is  ta  ydde  edic  of 
hem  to  other  the  dettes  of  hir  bodies,  for  ncyther 
of  hem  hath  power  of  hir  owen  bodie:  the 
thriddc  is  for  to  efchew  Lechefie  and  vilaaie :  the 
fourth  is  for  foth  dedly  iinne.  As  to  the  fir^ 
it  is  nieritorie ;  the  fccond  alfo,  £or,  as  iayth  the 
decree.  She  hath  mcrite  of  chaftatee  that  yekleth 
to  hire  huibond  the  dettc  ©f  hire  body,  ye,  though 
it  be  aycnft  hire  liking  and  the  iuft  of  hire  bertc. 
The  thriddc  mancr  is  venial  fume.  Trewely 
iearcely  may  any  of  thife  be  without  venial  iinnc 
for  the  cprniption  and  for  the  deist  therof.  The 
fourth  maujcr  is  for  to  pnderil:o(id,  if  the  aifcniblc 
only  for  anHHirous  love  and  for  moa  of  the  fore- 
faid  caufes,  but  for  to  accon^liA  hir  hrcnoing 
delit,  they  rcckc  not  how  oft,  fothly  it  is  dedly 
iinne;  and  yet  with  forwc  fom  folk  wel  peine 
hem  more  to  do  than  to  hir  appetit  fufficcth. 
The  iecopd  maner  of  chaftitcc  is  for  to  be  s 
clcnc  widcw,  and  efchue  the  anabracing  of  a  n»n, 
and  deiire  the  embracing  of  Jefu  Crift.  Thife 
ben  tho  that  have  ben  wives,  and  iiavc  forgoa  hir 
hufbondes,  aad  eke  women  that  have  don  lechc- 
rie,  and  ben  relcved  by  petaance  :  and  certes  d 
that  a  wif  coud  kq)C  hke  aU  chaft,  by  licence  of 
hire  huibond,  fo  tha  flie  ycvc  no  caufe  ne  noa 
occafion  that  he  agUted,  it  w«rc  to  hire  a  grcu 
mcrite.  This  maner  of  womap,  that  obfcrveo 
chaftitcc,  muft  be  dene  in  herte  as  wel  as  in  body, 
and  in  thought,  and  mcfurable  in  clothing  and  in 
contenancc,  abftinent  in  cting  and  drinkingt  »* 
fpeking,  and  in  dede,  and  than  is  ihe  the  vcifcl  or 
the  boifte  of  the  bkffed  M*gdcleiiie,  that  fulW- 
leth  holy  chirche  of  good  odour.  The  thridde 
mancr  of  chaftitce  is  vii^imtec ;  and  it  behovcUi 
that  ihe  be  holy  in  hcrte  and  clcnc  of  body ;  thsa 
is  (he  thcfponfe  of  Jcfy  Cri^,  and  ihc  is  the  W 
of  angels ;  flie  is  the  preifmg  ©f  this  world,  and 
ihe  is  as  thife  martirs  in  egalitce ;  ihe  bath  in  hire 
that  tongue  may  not  telle,  ne  hcrte  thinke.  Vir* 
ginitee  bare  our  Lord  Jefu  Ciift,  Hi^  virgio  m^ 
himfelf.  '     ' 
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Aiibdter  remecBe  sgalnft  lecherie  is  ipecially  to 
vkhdrtwc  fwiche  thinges  as  yevcn  occafioc  to 
(btTikDie,  as  efe,  cting,  and  driokhig ;  for  cer- 
toi^oD  tine  pot  botkth  ftrongly  thcbeft  remcdte 
&to  wididiawe  tbe  fire.  Slepiog  4ong  in  grdt 
^ict  balfi)  agret  nourice  to  lecbcrie. 

Another  rcmedie  ayoift  lecherie  is,  that  a  man 
IX I  wooun  eichewc  the  coiapagnie  of  hern  by 
Tkich  he  doateth  to  be  tempted;  for  all  be  It  fo 
tbt  the  dede  be  withftonden,  yet  is  ther  gtet 
loDptitioiL  Sothly  awhitefvall,  although  it  nc 
Veosc  not  folly  with  fticking  of  a  candle,  yet  is 
tbe  wall  hhck  of  the  leyte.  Ful  oft  time  i  rede 
liat  DO  nan  tmil  in  his  owen  perfe&ion  but  he 
k  droogei  than  Sxm|ilbn,  or  holier  than  David, 
V  vn(br  than  Salomon. 

K(w<fter  that  1  have  declared  yon  as  I  can  of 
1^  ShFcn  Dedly  Sinnes,and-fom  of  hir  braunches, 
ad  the  remedies,  iothly  if  I  conde  I  wold  tell 
yoQ  the  tea  commandements ;  hot  fo  high  doc- 
4riBe  ]  fete  to  divines  -.  natheles  I  hope  to  God 
thcybestoQched  in  this  tretife  everich  of  hem  alle. 
Nov  for  as  mocfae  as  the  fecond  part  of  peni- 
tace  ftoot  in  confelSon  of  mouth,  as  I  began  in 
1 4he  firft  chspttre,  I  fay  >Seint  Anguftme  faith, 
5inae  ii  ctery  word  and  €Very  dede,  and  all  that 
ftaeorettin,  aycnft  the  law  of  Jcfn  Crift  ;  and 
tUs  is  for  to  fone  in  herte,  in  mouth,  and  in 
■ilk,  by  the  five  wittes,  which  ben  fight,  hcr- 
isf,  findlicg,  tailing  or  favouring,  and  fcHog. 
N«v  it  h  good  to  onderftond  the  drcnmdances 
iN  agregen  moche  every  finne.  Thou  (halt  con- 
Ha  -rhst  tboH  art  that  do  ft  the  finne,  whether 
tk»  he  male  or  female,  yongcor  oldc,  gcntU  or 
^1,  (rcc  or  fervant,  hole  or  fike,  wedded  or 
fafic,  ordered  or  unordered,  wife  or  foole,  clerk 
•"feciler,  if  (he  be  of  thy  kinred  bodily  or  goftly 
VBoo,  if  iny  of  thy  kinred  have  finned  with  hire 
«  BO,  and  many  mo  thinges. 

Another  drctirafiancc  is  this,  whether  it  be  don 
olbniMiina  or  in  advo«tric  or  no,  in  mancr  of 
fc<Wiicide  or  boo,  a  horrible  gret  finne  or  fmal, 
«d  how  hmg  thou  haft  continued  in  finne.  The 
ll»fid4e  drcumftance  h  the  place  iher  thou  haft 
^  fiacc,  whether  in  other  mcnncs  honfes  cr 
M  Aia  oveo,  in  field,  in  chirche,  or  in  cliirch- 
^ve,  in  chirche  dedicate  or  non;  for  if  the 
t^tfdie  he  halowed,  and  man  or  woman  fpillc 
Ifi*  Uodc  within  that  place,  by  way  of  finne  or 
*7  wided  temptation,  the  chirche  were  entcrdi- 
^ul  it  were  reconciled  by  the  bifliop;  and  if 
'f  *cTc  a  preeft  that  did  fwiche  vihtiie,  the  tcrmc 
«f  aHhis  Uf  he  IhuM  no  more  fing  niafle ;  and  if 
^  did  he  fcuid  do  dc<!?y  finiie  at  every  time  that 
«  fo  fonjj  maffc.  The  fourthe  circumftancc  is 
hy  whithc  mediatotirp,  a^  by  mcflflgers,  or  for  cn- 
t^mrftw,  or  fur  confcntmcnt,  to  here  compagnie 
*^  fclawihip,  for  many  a  wretohe  for  to  here 
^wlhip  wol  go  to  the  Ulvel  of  hellc;  wherfore 
^  that  eggtn  or  confmt<:n  t.i  the  Cnnc  ben 
P*^*wn  of  the  finnc,  aivl  of  tljc  dumpnatirn  of 
•HcfinncT.  The  tifih  circnmftance  i:;,  hov/  many 
*'Ji^  that  he  hath  fmnetl,  if  it  be  in  Ins  ininde, 
**i  hot  ot  he  !wth  fttU*;n  >  U^t  he  th»K^ft  f/Uctn 


in  finne  he  defpifeth  the  mercy  of  God,  and  en* 
crefcth  his  finne,  and  is  unkind  to  Crift,  and  he 
waieth  the  mere  feble  to  withftand  finne,  and 
finneth  the  more  lightly,  and  the  later  arifeth, 
and  is  more  flow  to  fiirive  him,  and  namely  to 
him  that  hath  ben  his  confcflbur ;  for  which  that 
folk,  whan,  they  faH  aycn  to  hir  old  folies,  cither 
they  forleten  hir  old  confcflour  al  utterly,  or  ellcs 
theydepartcn  hir  (hrift  in  divers  places:  but  fothly 
fwiche  departed  ftirift  deferveth  no  mercic  of  God 
for  hir  finnes.     The  fixte  circumftance  is,  why 
»hat  a  man  finneth,  as  by  what  temptation,  and 
if  himfclf  procure  thilkc  temptation,  or  by  exciting 
of  other  folk,  or  if  he  finne  with  a  woman  by 
force  or  by  hire  owen  aflcnt,  or  if  the  woman 
maugre  hire  bed  have  ben  enforced  or  non  ;  this 
fhal  (he  tell,  and  wheder  it  were  for  coveitifc  ot 
poverte,  and  if  it  were  by  hire  procurhig  or'non, 
and  fwiche  other  thinges.    The  feventh  circum- 
ftance is,  in  what  maner  he  hath  don  his  finne,  ot 
how  that  file  hath  fuffered  that  folk  have  don  to 
hire  :  and  the  fame  fiial  the  man  tell  plainly,  with 
all  the  circumftances,  and  wheder  he  hath  finned 
with  eommun  horde  1  i;vom»i  or  non,  or  dun  his 
finnr  in  holy  times  or  non,  in  fafting  times  or  non, 
or  before  his  flirift,  or  after  his  later  flirift,  and 
hath  peraventnre  broken  thcrby  hh  penance  en- 
joined, by  %vhos  hclpc  or  whos  confcil,  by  forcerie 
orcrafee;  all  muft  be  told.-    All  thife  thinges, 
after  that  they  ben  gret  or  fmale,  engreg<'ea  the 
confcicnce   of  man   or   woman.     And  eke   the 
preeft  that  is  thy  jugc  may  the  better  be  avifed 
of  his  jugemcnt  in  yeving  of  penance,  aSid  that 
ftial  be  after  thy  contrition  :  for  underftond  wei 
that  after  the  time  that  a  man  hath  dcfoulcd  his 
baptifme  by  finne,  if  he  wol  come  to  falvation,  thct 
is  non  other  way  but  by  penance,  and  Ihrifte,  and 
fati9fa<5lion  ;  and  namely  by  tho  two,  if  ther  be  a 
confeffour  to  whom  he  may  flirive  him,  and  that 
he  firft  be  veray  contrite  and  repentant,  and  the 
thriddc  if  he  have  lif  to  pcrforme  it. 

Than  flial  a  man  loke  and  confider  that  if  he 
wol  make  a  trewe  and  a  profitable  confcflion  ther 
muft  be  fourc  conditions.     Firft,  it  muft  be  in 
fbrowful  bittcmcirc  of  herte,  as  fayth  the  King 
Rncchiel  to  God,  I  wol  remember  all  the  yercs  of 
my  lif  in  the  bittcmeflTc  of  my  herte.     This  con- 
dition of  bittcrncfTc  hath  five  figncs ;  the  firft  is 
tliat  confcflion  muft  be  fliamcfift,  not  for  to  co« 
vcrn  ne  hide  his  finne,  but  for  he  hath  agilted  his 
God  and  dcfouled  his  foole :  and  hereof  fayth 
Seint  Auguftin,  The  herte  travalL'th  for  fliame  of 
his  firtne,  and  tor  he  hath  gretfliamcfdftnolTehc  is 
dij^no  to  have  pxet  mercic  of  God.     Swiche  was 
the  confcflioun  of  the  Publican  that  wold  not  hcvc 
up  his  ey'!n  to  hcvcn,  for  he  had  oniii'l  d  God  of 
hcven,  for  which  fharn  f  ^ftncflc  he  Jiad  anon  tlie 
mercy  of  God;  and  therefor?  fiitli  S^int  Auguf- 
tin?, that  fwichs  Ihamcfaft  fr.Ik  ben  i^cxt  forytve- 
nciTe  and  meiry.     Another  figne  is  lyniilifci!  iu 
conf-fTion,  of  whichc  fiyth  Sfhit  Peter,  HumM-th 
you  und^.'r  tht^  iniMit  of  God  ;  the  hond  of  God  I^ 
nr;';htv  in  conftrflinn,  for  thorljy  Gnd   forycvv.t!-i 
rlct  thyfinuc?,  far  he  alone  hath  the  power.  ^Vii'l 
N  iiij 
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this  humilitec  flial  W  in  herte  and  in  figne  out- 
wardc ;  for  right  as  he  hath  humilitec  to  God  in 
his  herte,  right  fo  ihuld  he  humble  his  body  out*  | 
ward  to  the  preefl  that  ftttcth  in  Gpddes  place ;  | 
for  which  in  no  maner,  fiththatCrift  is  faveraine,  I 
and  the  prceft  mene  and  mediatour  betwixt  Qrift 
and  the  {inner,  and  the  ilnner  is  lal^  by  way  of 
refon,  than  ihuld  not  the  Ilnner  fitte  as  high  as  ; 
his  confclTour,  but  knele  before  him  or  af  his  feet, 
but  if  maladie  diflrou^4c  it ;  for  he  ihal  not  take  j 
kepe  who  Utteth  ther,  but  in  whos  place  he  litteth.  | 
A  man  that  hath  tiefpaiTed  to  a  lord,  and  comcth  ; 
for  to  axe  mercie  and  maken  his  accorde,  and  fetr  i 
teth  him  doun  anon  by  the  lord,  n^en  wotde  hplde 
him  outrageous,  and  not  worthy  fo  fone  for  to 
bave  remimon  ne  mercy.  The  thridde  figne  i% 
thsit  the  ihrift  ihuld  be  ful  of  t^res,  if  me^  mowen 
wepc,  and  if  they  mowc  not  wcpe  with  hir  bodily 
even,  than  let  hem  wcpe  in  hir  herte  :  fwiche  was 
the  confciTion  of  Seint  ^eter,  for  ^fter  that  he 
had  forfake  Tefu  Criil  he  went  out  and  wept  ful 
bitterly.  The  fourth  iign^  is  that  he  ne  ,lete  not 
for  iham^  to  ihrive  him  andlhcwe  his  confcffiop ; 
fwiche  was  the  confeilion  of  ^^gdcleine,  that  ne 
fpared  for  no  ihame  of  hem  that  wcren  at  the 
feUe  to  go  to  our  Lord  Jefu  Criil,  ?nd  beknowe 
to  him  hire  ilnnes.  The  fifthe  iigne  is,  that  a 
man  or  a  woman  be  obeiiant  to  receive  the  penance 
that  hem  is  enjoined,  for  certes  Jefu  (^rlSL  for  the 
gilt  of  man  was  obeclient  to  tlie  ck'th 
*  The  fecond  condition  of  vcray  confelBon  is,  that 
it  be  hailily  don ;  for  ceixes  if  a  man  hadde  a  dedly 
wound,  ever  ^e  lenger  that  ^c  taried  to  wariihe 
himfclf  the  more  wold  it  corrupt  and  hallc  Jiim 
to  his  deth,  and  alfo  the  wound  wol  be  the  wer(e 
for  to  hele.  And  right  fo  faretli  iinue  that  long 
time  is  in  a  man  pnSiewed  ;  certes  a  man  ought 
haflily  to  ihewe  his  iinne  for  many  caufes ;  as  for 
drede  of  deth,  that  cometh  oft  fodcnly,  and  is  in  np 
certain  what  time  it  ihal  he,  ne  in  what  place ;  and 
eke  the  drenching  of  o  finne  ^raweth  in  another  ; 
and  alfo  the  lenger  that  he  tarieth,  the  ferther  is  he 
fro  Criil ;  and  if  he  abide  to  his  lail  <iay  fcarce^ 
may  he  ihrive  him,  or  remembre  Kin;i  of  hisiinnes, 
or  repent  him  fpr  the  grevous  maladie  of  bis 
deth.  And  for  as  mqchc  as  he  ne  ^ath  in  his  lif 
herkened  Jefu  Criil  whan  he  hath  fpoken  wito 
him,  he  m^l  crie  unto  our  Lord  at  his  la(l  day, 
and  fcarcely  wol  he  herken  him.  And  under- 
ilonde  that  thi$  conidition  muilc  have  foure 
thinges;  firil  that  the  ihrift  be  purveyed  afore, 
and  avifed,  for  u  icked  hail  doth  not  pro6te  ;  and 
that  a  man  con  ihrive  him  of  his  ilnnes,  be  it  of 
pride,  or  envic,  and  fo  forth,  with  the  ipices  and 
circumilances,  and  that  he  have  comprehended  in 
his  minde  the  nbmbre  and  the  grctneife  of  his 
iinnes,  and  how  longe  he  hath  lien  in  iinne,  and 
eke  that  he  be  contrite  for  his  ilnnes,  and  be  in 
fledfail  purpofe  (by  the  grace  of  God)  never  eftc 
to  fall  into  iinne ;  and  alfo  that  he  drede  and 
jcountrewaitc  himfelf  that  he  flee  the  occasions  of 
iinne  to  which  he  is  inclined :  alfo  thou  ihalt  ihrive 
thee  ,of  all  thy  finnes  to  o  man,  and  not  parcelmele 
to  o  zoan  and  parcelmele  to  another ;  that  is  to 


underilonde,  in  entent  to  depart  thy  coofieSoA  fiBC 
ihame  or  drede,  for  it  is  but  ilx^gling  of  thy 
foule ;  for  certes  Jefu  Criil  is  cntierly  all  good^ 
in  him  is  non  imperfedion,  and  therfote  either  he 
foryeveth  all  parfitly  or  eUes  never  a  dele.  liiynot 
that  if  thou  be  affigncd  to  thy  penHenccr  hr  cei> 
tain  finne  that  thou  art  bounde  to  (hewehim  all 
the  remeoant  of  thy  finnes  of  whiche  thon  haft 
ben  ihriven  of  thy  curat  hot  if  it  like  thee  of  thyn 
humilitee ;  this  is  no  departing  of  Ihriit :  ne  I  ^y 
not,  ther  as  I  fpeke  of  diviiion  of  confeflioo,  that  if 
thou  have  licence  tp  ihrive  thee  to  a  dticrete  aod 
an  honeil  preeil,  and  wher  theeliketh,  and  by  the 
licence  of  thy  curat,  that  thou  ne  mayeil  welihriTe 
thee  to  hind  of  all  thy  ilnnes :  but  lete  no  Mot  be 
behind ;  let  no  iinne  be  untoide  as  fer  as  thon  haft 
i^emembrance.  And  whan  thou  (hak.be  Ihrircn 
of  thy  curat  tell  him  eke  all  the  finnes  that  dioa 
hail  don  fith  thou  were  laile  ihriven  :  this  ii  oo 
wicked  entente  of  divifion  of  ihrift. 

Alfo  the  veray  ihrift  axeth  certain  condittou. 
?iril,  that  thou  ihrive  thee  by  thy  free  will, not 
conilreined,  ne  for  ihame  pf  folk,  ne  for  oiiladie, 
9r  fwiche  pther  thingea,for  it  is  refon  that  he  th« 
trefpaifcth  by  his  free  will,  that  by  his  free  will  he 
confeiTe  his  trefpas,  and  that  non  other  mao  telk 
his  finne  but  hiniielf ;  ne  he  ihal  not  nay  ne 
deny  his  iinne,  ne  wrath  him  ayenfi  the  preeft  for 
amoneiling  him  to  lefe  hit  iinne.  The  fecood 
condition  is,  that  thy  ihr^t  be  lawfulf  that  is  to  lay, 
that  thou  that  fiirivefi  thee,  and  eke  the  preeil  that 
hereth  thy  confe^ion,  be  veraily  in  the  fcithof  ho- 
iy  chirche,  and  that  a  nuan  ne  be  not  difpeired  of 
the  mercie  of  Jefu  Criil^  as  Cain  and  Judas  were. 
And  eke  a  man  ipuile  accufe  himfelf  of  bit  owen 
trefpasj  and  not  another ;  but  he  ihal  blame  and 
wite  himfelfe  of  his  owen  malice  and  of  his  iinne, 
and  non  other  :  but  natheles  if  that  another  mao 
be  enchefon  or  enticer  of  his  ikme,  or  the  eibteof 
the  perfon  be  fwiche  by.  which  his  iinne  is  agreg- 

fed,  or  elles  tl\at  he  may  not  pl^nly  ihrive  hi^ 
ut  he  tell  the  perfon  with  whiche  he  hath  finoed, 
than  may  he  tell,  fo  that  his  entent  ne  be  not  to 
backbite  the  perfon,  but  pnly  tp  declare  his  cos- 
fei]ion.  .    -        ' 

Thou  ne  ihalt  npt  alfo  make  no  leiinges  in  thy 
confeilion  for  humilitee,  pcraventure  to  fay  that 
thou  hail  committed  and  don  fwiche  finned  of 
which  t^iat  thou  ne  were  never  gilty ;  for  Sei»t 
Auguiline  fayth,  If  that  thou,  becaufe  of  thin  ho- 
mihtee,  makeil  a  lefing  on  thyfelf,  though  thou 
were  not  in  finne  before  yet  arte  thou  than  in  finne 
thurgh  thy  lefing.  Thou  muil  alfo  ihew  thy  finne 
by  thy  propre  mouth,  hut  thou  be  dombe,andnot 
by  no  letter ;  for  thou  that  haft  don  the  finne  thou 
ihalt  have  the  ihame  of  the  confeifion.  Thon  ihak 
not  eke  peint  thy  confcfiion  with  faire  and  fnbtil 
wordev,  to  cover  the  more  thy  iinne,  for  than  be- 
gile^  thou  thyfelf  and  not  the  preeft  t  thon  muft 
telle  it  plainly,  be  it  never  fo  foule  ne  fo  horribk. 
Thou  ihalt  eke  Arive  thee  to  a  preeft  that  is  dii^ 
Crete  to  confeille  thee  5  and  eke  thou  ihalt  not 
ihrive  thee  for  vaine  gloric,  ne  for  ypocrifie,ne  for 
no  caufcj  but  only  for  th^  doute  of  Jefu  Criil  ^ 
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Uie  hek  of  thy  foule.  Thon  (halt  npt  eke  renne  to  / 
the  prcci^  ml  ibdenly  to  tell  him  lightly  thy  finne,  I 
at  who  celleth  a  jape  or  a  tale,  hut  aviiedly  and  | 
with  good  devotion ;  and  generally  ihrive  thee  | 
ofte :  if  thou  ofte  fah^  ofte  arife  by  confeffion.  And 
though  tbott  flirlve  thee  ofter  than  ones  of  finne 
which  thou  haft  be  ihriTen  of  it  is  more  merite ; 
and,  aa  iaythSeint  Auguftine,  Thou  (halt  have  the 
m  re  lightly  relefe  and  grace  of  God  both  of  finne 
ar.d  of  peine.  Aod  ceftes  ones  a  yere  at  the  left  «i  ay 
it ..  lawful  to  be  houfeled,  for  fothely  ones  a  yere 
ail  things  in  the  erthe  renovelen. 

£»pDfH/€tamJM  pmrt  pemUntl^t  dfifmittr  UrtUpmft, 

Now  have  I  told  you  of  veray  cpnfeflion,  that  is 
the  feconde  part  of  penitence ;  the  thridde  part  is 
fatisfadHon,  and  that  ftont  moft  generally  in  aU 
mcfle  dede  and  in  bodily  peine.  Now  hen  ther 
three  maner  of  almefle ;  contrition  of  hcrte,  wher 
a  man  offreth  himfelf  to  God ;  pother  is  to  have 
pitee  of  the  defaute  of  his  neighbour;  and  the 
thridde  b  in  yeving  of  good  confeil  gofily  and 
bodily  wher  as  men  have  nede,  and  namely  in  fuf- 
tenance  of  mannes  food.  And  take  kcpe  that  a 
nan  hath  nede  of  thife  thinges  generally;  he  hath 
oede  of  food,  of  clothing^  and  of  herberow,  ^e  hath 
oede  of  charitable  coofeilhng  and  vifiting  in  prifon 
and  ID  maladic,  and  fepuhure  of  his  ded  faMxly.  And 
if  thou  maieft  not  vifite  the  nedeful  in  prifon  in 
thy  perfim,  vifite  hem  with  thy  meflagc  and  thy 
ydftes :  thi£e  ben  generally  the  almeflies  and  werkes 
of  charitee  of  hem  rhat  have  temporel  richcfles  or 
difcrction  in  confeilling.  Of  thife  werkes  (halt 
thou  heren  at  the  day  of  dome. 

This  almefle  (huldeft  thou  do  of  thy  propre 
thinges,  aod  haftily  and  prively,  if  thou  mayeft  ; 
hut  n^theles  if  thou  mayeft  not  do  it  prively  thou 
(halt  not  forbere  to  do  almefle  though  men  fee  it, 
fo  that  it  be  not  don  for  thanke  of  the  world,  but 
only  to  have  chanke  of  Jefu  Crift ;  for,  as  witnef  • 
icth  Seint  Matbcwe,  chap,  v.  A  citee  may  not  be 
hid  that  isliettbon  a  nM)untaine,ne  men  light  not  a 
bntcme  to  put  it  under  a  balhell,  but  fetten  it  upon 
a  candkfticke,  to  lightt;n  the  men  in  the  hous : 
right  (o  (hal  your  hght  lighten  before  men,  that 
they  mowe  lee  your  good  werkes,  and  glorifie 
your  f^ler  that  is  in  heven« 

Now  as  for  to  fpeke  of  bodily  peine,  it  ftont  in 
praiers,  in  wakiog,  in  fafting,  and  in  vertuous 
teching.  Of  oriibos  ye  ihul  underflond,  that  ori- 
Iciis  or  prayers  is  to  fay  a  pitous  will  of  herte,  that 
ietteth  it  in  God,  and  ezpre(reth  it  by  word  outward 
to  remcve  harmes,  and  to  have  thinges  fpirituel 
aod  perdurable,  and  fomtime  temporel  thinges; 
of  ^which  orifons  certes  in  the  orifon  of  the  FaSer 
mfUr  hath  Jefu  Crift  endofed  moft  thinges :  cenes 
it  is  privileged  of  three  thinges  in  his  dignitee,  for 
whiche  it  is  more  digne  than  any  other  prayer, 
for  that  Jefu  Crift  himfelf  made  it ;  and  it  is  (hort, 
lor  it  (huld  he  coude  the  more  lightly,  and  to  hold 
it  the  more  efie  in  herte,  and  helpc  himfelf  the 
ofter  with  this  orifon,.and  for  a  man  (huld  be  the 
kfle  wery  to  (ay  it,  and  for  a  man  may  not  ezcufe 


him  to  leme  it,  it  isfo  (horte  and  (b.efie,  and  for  i 
comprehendcth  in  himfelf  all  good  prayers.  The 
e^>ofition  of  this  holy  prayer,  that  is  fo  excellent 
and  fo  digne,  I  betake  to  the  maifters  of  theologie; 
fave  thus  moche  wol  I  fay,  that  whan  thou  prayeft 
that  God  (huld  foryeve  thee  thy  giltes  as  thou  for* 
yeveft  hem  that  have  agilted  thee,  be  wel  ware 
that  thou  be  not  out  of  charitee.  This  holy  oriP)n 
amenufefli  eke  venial  finne,  and  therforc  it  apper- 
teineth  fpecially  to  penitence. 

This  prayer  muft  oe  trewely  fayd,  and  in  perfeft 
fdtb,  and  that  men  prayen  to  God  ordinateiy,  difU 
cretely,  and  devoutly  3  and  alway  a  man  ihal  put 
his  will  to  be  fubgette  to  the  will  of  God.  Thia 
orifon  muft  eke  be  (ayd  wi|h  gret  humble(re,  and 
ful  pure  and  honeftly,  andnot  to  the  annoyance  of 
any  man  or  woman :  it  muft  eke  be  continued  with 
werkes  of  charitee  :  it  availeth  eke  ayenft  the  vi- 
ces of  the  (bule ;  for,  as  (ayth  Seint  Jerome,  By 
&fting  hen  (aved  the  vices  of  the^  fle(h,  and  by 
prayer  the  vices  of  the  foule. 

After  this  thou  (halt  underfionde  that  bodily 
peine  ftont  in  waking;  for  Jefu  Crift  (ayth.  Wake 
ye  andpray  ye  that  yene  enter  into  widced  temp- 
tation. Ye  (hul  underftond  alfo  that  £i(ting 
ftont  in  three  thinges,  in  forbering  of  bodily  mete 
and  drinke,  in  forbering  of  worldly  jolitee,  and 
in  forbering  of  dedly  (mne ;  this  is  to  fay,  that  a 
man  (hall  kepe  him  fro  dedly  finne  with  aU  hia 
might. 

>nd  thou  (halt  underftond  alfo  that  God  or- 
dained fafting,  and  to  fafting  appertaioeth  foure 
thinges;  largenclTe  to  poure  fplk,  gladnelTe  of 
herte  fpirituel,  not  to  be  angry  ne  annoied,  ne 
grutch  for  he  fftfteth,  and  alfo  refonable  iMure 
lor  toete  by  mefurc,  that  is  to  fay,  a  man  (hal 
not  ete  in  imtime,  ne  fit  the  longer  at  the  table 
for  he  fafteth. 

Than  (halt  thou  underftonde  that  bodily 
peine  ftont  in  difcipline,  or  teching  by  word  or 
by  writing,  or  by  en(ample,  alfo  in  wering  of  here 
or  of  ftamin,  or  of  habergeons,  on  hir  naked  fle(h 
for  Criftes  (ake.  But  ware  thee  wel  that  fwiche 
maner  penances  ne  make  not  thin  herte  bitter  or 
angry,  ne  annoied  of  thyfelf,  for  better  is  to  ca(f 
away  thin  here,  than  to  caft  away  the  fwetne(re  of 
our  Lord  Jefu  Crift;  and  therfore  fayth  Seint 
Poule,  Clothe  you  as  they  that  ben  chofenof  God  in 
herte,  of  mifericorde,  debonairtec,  fuflrance,  and 
fwiche  maner  of  clothing,  of  which  Jefu  CriSt  it 
more  plefed  than  with  die  heres  or  habergeons. 

Than  is  difcipline  eke  in  knocking  of  thy  breft, 
in  fcourging  with  yerdes,  in  kneling,  in  tribula- 
tion, in  fuffring  patiently  wronges  that  ben  doa 
I  to  thee,  and  eke  in  patient  fuflring  of  maladies,  or 
I  lefing  of  worldly  cattle,  or  wif,  or  child,  or  other 
friendes. 

Than  (halt  thou  tmderftond  which  thinges 
diftourben  penance,  and  this  is  in  foure  maners, 
that  is,  drede,  (hame,  hope,  and  wanhope,  that  is, 
defperation.  And  for  to  fpeke  firft  of  drede; 
for  which  he  weneth  that  he  may  fufler  no  pen- 
ance, ther  ayenft  is  remedie  for  to  thinke  that 
bodily  penance  is  but  (hort,  and  litd  at  regard  of 
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the  pelne'of  helk,  tliatis  To  cruel  and  £o  long,th«t 
«e  lafletfa  withoutcn  enie. 

Now  ayeail  the  (hame  th«t  a  mao  hath  to  ibiive  \ 
him,  and  namely  thife  ipocritea,  that  wdd  he 
lM>klea  £o  patfit  that  they  have  no  nede  to  ihrivc 
hem,  ayenft  that  (haone  ihuld  a  man  thinke,  that 
hf  way  of  refon  he  (hat  hath  not  ben  afliamed  to 
do  fotile  thinges,  certes  him  ought  «ot  be  afbamed 
to  do  faire  thinges,  and  that  is  confcflipns.  Aman 
ihuld  alfo  think  that  God  fceth  and  knowcth  al 
ilia  tboughtes,  and  al  his  werkes,  and  to  him  may 
nothing  he  hid  ne  covered.  Men  ihuld  eke  re- 
anembre  hem  of  the  (hame  that  is  to  come  at  the 
4iay  of  dome  to  hem  diat  ben  not  penetentni  this 
-prcfaot  lif ;  for  all  the  creatiirea  io  hcvca  and  m 
crthe,  uid  in  belle,  ihul  fee  apcitly  all  that  they 
^iden  in  this  workL 

Now  for  to  ipeke  of  the  hope  of  hem  that  ben 
Xo  negligent  asd  flowe  to  ihrive  hem,  that  ftond- 
cth  in  two  maners ;  that  on  is  that  he  hopeth 
for  to  live  long,  and  for  to  pRirchafe  mocbe  rich- 
«fie  for  hir  delit,  and  than  he  wel  ihrive  him,  and, 
«s  be  fayth,  he  may,  as  him  femeth,  than  timeiy 
ynough  come  to  ihrift;  another  ia  thefiirquedrie 
that  he  hath  in  Criftes  mcrde.  Ayenft  the  irft 
vice  he  ihal  tfainke  that  our  lif  is  in  no  fikemefle, 
and  eke  that  all  the  richcfle  in  this  world  ben  in 
aventure,  and  paffen  as  a  ihadowe  on  a  wall ;  aad 
.as  fayth  Seint  Gregorie,  that  it  appertaineth  to 
the  grct  rightwifncffe  of  God  that  never  ihal 
the  peine  ftidte  of  hem  that  never  wold  wichdra  we 
hem  from  finne,  hir  thankes,  but  ever  costinae  in 
iinne.  For  thilke  perpetual  will  to  don  finne 
iball  they  have  perpetual  peine. 
^  Wanhope  is  in  two  maners  ;  the  firft  wanhope 
is  in  the  racrcie  of  God  ;  that  other  is  that  they 
think  that  they  ne  might  not  long  perfcvere  in 
goodnelTe.  The  firft  wanhope  cometh  of  that,  he 
4kmeth  that  he  hath  finned  fo  gretly  and  fo  oft, 
and  fo  long  lyn  in  finne,  that  he  ihal  not  be  faved. 
Certes  aycnf^  that  curfed  wanhope  ihulde  he 
thinke  that  the  paffion  of  Jefu  Crift  is  more 
ilronge  for  to  unbinde  than  finne  is  (Irong  for  to 
hinde.  Ayenil  the  fecond  wanhope  tc  ihal 
thinke  chat  as  often  as  he  falleth  he  may  ariien 
again  by  penitence ;  and  though  he  never  io  longe 
hath  lyen  in  finne,  the  mercie  of  Grid  is  alway 
rcdy  to  receive  him  to  mcrde.  AyeaH  that 
wanhope  that  he  demeth  he  fliuld  notlong  pcrfever 
in  goodneife  he  ihal  think,  that  the  feblenefle  of 
the  devil  may  nothing  do  but  if  men  wol  iuffre 
bim ;  and  eke  he  ihal  have  ftrength  of  the  hclpe 
of  Jeiii  Crifl,  and  of  all  his  chirche,  and  of  the 
protedion  of  angels,  if  him  lift. 

Than  ihal  men  underilonde  what  is  the  frnit  of 
penance ;  and  after  the  wordcs  of  JcIii  Crifl  it  is 
an  cndclca  bliflc  of  hercn,  thcr  joyc  hath  no  con- 
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trariofitec  of  wo  ne  grtranoe ;  ^h&  all  harmo 
ben  pailed  of  this  prefent  lif :  thcr  as  is  fikcmefle 
from  the  peioes  of  hcUe;  thcr  as  n  the  blisfal 
'oompagaie  tiuit  rcijoycen  hem  ever  mo  everich  of 
others  joye;  ^r  as  the  body  of  man,  that  whilooi 
was  foole  and  derke,  is  more  dere  than  the  finoc; 
ther  as  the  body  that  whilom  was  fike  and  (reek, 
fcble  and  mortal,  is  immortal,  and  ib  ftrong  andia 
hole,  that  ther  ne  may  nothing  ^ipeire  it;  thcrai 
is  neither  hunger,  nc  thurflc,  ne  colde,  but  txetj 
ibule  rcpleniihcdwith  the  fight  of  theparfit  know^ 
ing  of  God.  This  biisfol  regne  mowe  men  par- 
chafe  by  poVcrte  fpirituel,  and  tlie  glory  by  low- 
liaeile,  the  pkntee  of  joye  by  hongrr  aad  thwft, 
and  the  reilc  by  travailc,  and  the  lif  by  dcth  and 
mortification  of  finne  :  to  which  hfc  he  us  brm{ 
that  booght  ns  with  his  predoua  blood ! .  Amn, 

Now  prcye  1  to  hem  aSe  that  herken  this  litel 
tretiie  or  redeu  it,  that  if  ther  he  any  thing  in  it 
that  Hketh  hem  that  therof  they  thanken  oar 
Lord  Jefii  Cri^  of  whom  procedeth  aiie  witte 
and  ail  godcnefie  ;  aad  if  ther  be  any  thing  that 
diiplefeth  hem,  I  preye  hem  alfo  that  they  arrette 
it  to  the  defaute  of  myn  unkooaing,  and  not  to 
my  wilic,  that  woU  fayn  have  feyde  better  if  I 
hadde  had  koning  ;  for  oure  boke  icyth.  All  that 
is  written  is  written  for  oare  dodraae,  and  that 
is  myn  entente  :  wherfore  I  beieke  you  mekciy, 
for  the  merde  of  Ood,  that  ye  prcye  for  me  that 
CriOt  have  mercie  of  mc  and  foryeve  me  my 
giltes,  [and  namdy  of  myn  Tranilations  and  en- 
ditingesof  worldly  vanitees,  the  which! revoke 
in  my  retraAions ;  as  The  Boke  of  Troilas,  The 
Boke  alfo  of  fame.  The  Boke  of  The  Five-ond- 
twenty  Ladies,  The  Boke  vf  TheDachdfe,  The 
Boke  of  Seint  Valoitines  Day  of  the  Pailemcnt  of 
Briddes,  The  Taiea  of  Canterbury,  thilke  that 
foanen  onto  finne.  The  Boke  of  die  Leon,  and 
many  'an  other  Sokes,  if  they  ware  hi  my  «• 
meaibrauQce,  and  many  a  Song,  andmany  aleche- 
roua  Lay,  Crift  of  his  grete  mercie  forycvc  me 
the  finne  1  but  of  The  traailatton  of  Boes  of 
Confolation,  and  other  Bokes  of  Legeodes  of 
Saints,  and  of  Oraelies,  and  Moralite,  and  Deto- 
tion,  that  thanke  I  oare  Lord  jefu  Crift  and  his 
blii&ful  mother,  and  alle  the  fcintes  in  heven,  be- 
feking  )ftKi  that  tliey  fro  hensforth  unto  my 
lyves  endc  fendc  mc  grace  to  bewaile  my  pltes, 
and  to  ftodien  to  the  favation  of  ray  ibule,]  lai 
grannte  mc  grace,  of  vcray  penance,  confeffioa 
and  fatisfaiftion  to  don  in  this  prefent  lif,  thorgh 
the  bcnigne  grace  of  him  ^at  is  Ring  of  kinges 
and  Prcfte  of  alle  preftes,  that  -bou^t  os  in* 
the  precious  blode  of  his  herte,  fo  that  I  tatAt 
ben  on  of  hem  atte  the  lafte  day  of  dome  that 
ihullen  be  faved  ;  ^i  a/m  Deo  f afreet  Spirrtafim' 
U  ^ivis  et  rrgnat  Dent  ^r  omnia  fecula%  /{ctc*. 
% 
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Now  lithin  and  liftinith,  and 
Hcrkinith  yoa  aright. 
And  je  (hollui  here  me  tell 
Yon  of  a  doaghti  knight. 

Sir  Johan  of  Boundis  clepid  WM 
This  i^  knight'it  name ; 
Wele  condin  he  of  noritorey 
And  eke  of  mochil  game. 

Thre  fonnis  this  knight  bad,  and  with 
Hi*  bodi  he  them  wan  ; 
The  eldefi  was  a  mochc  fbreWf 
And  fone  he  began. 

His  brotherin  lov'd  thir  fitdir. 
And  of  him  were  a^aft ; 
Th'  eldift  defcrvM  hisfadir't  c«rfe. 
And  had  it  at  the  laft. 

The  godd  knight  hit  fadir  did 
Live  fo  long  and  yore,  - 
That  Deth  was  comen  him  uiKo, 
And  handlid  him  full  fore. 

The  god^  knight  ycarid  moch. 
Sore  fike  ther  as  he  lay, 
Hofw  that  hit  childerin  ihvldi 
Lyrin  after  hit  day. 

He  hadd^  ben  widd  ip^iere,  but , 
Noon  hofl>ond^e  he  wat; 
Alle  the  lond^  which  that  be  had 
k  was  veray  pnrchas; 

And  fiiyn  he  woldd  that  it  were 
Dreffid  among  them  all. 
That  ererich  of  theni  had  his  patt 
As  it  mighti  befall 

Tlio  fent  he  into  the  cofitrd 
Aftir  wil^  knightit. 
To  bdpen  dele  his  londts,  and 
Drefin  them  to  rightis. 

He  fent  them  word  by  kturk 
That  they  flkuMe  hy^  blyire 
If  that  they  wol  fpcken  wick  hia 
While  that  he  was  on  live. 

Soce  as  thofe  knightis  herdea  how 
Thus  fcka  that  he  lay. 
The  haddi  they  no  mannir  reft 
Nothir  by  night  nor  day 

Tyll  that  they  comin  unto  himi 
Ther  as  he  byd  him  dill. 
Upon  his  deth'isbedde  for  to 
Abidin  Godd^is  will. 


Thus  then  faidin  the  god^  knight, 
Sek   ther  as  he  lay, 
Lordis,  I  wamd  you  forfothe, 
Withoutin  any  nay, 

I  may  not  lengir  liven  her8 
In  this  forrowful  ftound. 
For  thorough  Godd*is  will  ibpreme 
Dethe  drawith  me  to  ground. 

Ther  ne  was  no  one  of  them  aOc^ 
That  herdin  him  aright. 
That  thei  ne  hadd£  mochil  routlw 
Upon  that  ilke  knieht ; 

And  feid^.  Sir,  for  Godd'islove 
Ne  difmayen  you  nought, 
God  may  don  bdtd  of  baU 
Which  that  is  now  ywrctght. 

Then  anfwerid  them  the  gode  knlgkt^ 
Sik^  there  as  he  lay. 
Bote  of  bal^  God  may  fend, 
I  wote  it  is  no  nay. 

But  I  befek^  you  knightis| 
Al  for  the  love  of  me, 
Goith  and  dreffith  my  londis 
Among  my  fonis  thre. 

And,  frendis,  for  the  love  of  Go4 
Delith  them  nat  amys, 
And  forgettith  not  Gam^lyn. 
My  yongd  fon  that  is. 

I'akith  hed^  unto  that  one 
As  wel  as  to  that  other ; 
Seldome  ye  feine  any  heir 
That  helpd  woll  his  brother. 

Tho  lettin  they  the  knighte  liggia 
Which  that  was  not  in  hele. 
And  in  thei  wentin  to  counfiule 
His  londis  for  to  dele ; 

For  to  delin  them  n\  too  OB 
That  was  ther  only  thought. 
And  for  that  Gamelyn  yongift  was 
He  ihulde  havin  nought. 

Al  the  londd  which  that  ther  was 
They  delten  it  in  two, 
And  lete  GamcIyn  the  yonge 
Withouten  londd  go. 

And  everich  of  them  feiden 
Til  othir  fuUc  loude. 
His  brahcrhi  mowe  give  him  londe 
Whan  that  b:  godis  koude. 
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Whan  tliey  had  delid  the  londlt 
After  their  owne  will, 
Tho  camin  they  unto  the  knight 
Thcr  as  he  lay  full  ftiU, 

And  toldin  unto  him  anon 
How  that  they  hadd  ywrought,  « 

And  the  knight  there  as  heicke  lay 
Yiikid  it  right  nought. 

Then  feid^  the  knigh^  angrily, 
I  fware  by  Scint  Martyn 
Tor  all  that  which  ye  ha^  ydouQ 
Vet  is  <he  lond^  myn. 

For  Godd'is  love,  my  neighbouriii 
^andeith  ye  all^  ftill. 
And  J  woU  delin  my  londe  . 
After  myn  own^  will 

Johan  myn  eldift  fone  (hall 
Thavd  plowis  five, 
That  was  my  iadir*s  heritage 
While  that  he  was  on  live ; 

And  middilM  fone  (ball' 
Five  plowis  have  of  lond  ' 
That  I  holpe  for  to  gettin 
With  myn  own  rights  bond; 

And  all  myn  othir  pnrcbafli 
Of  landis  and  of  Icdes,  * 

That  I  bequethe  Gamelyn,  ^, 
And  alle  my  gbdc  ftedes. 

And  I  befeke  you,  gode  men. 
That  lawis  con  of  lond^ 
For  Gamdlyn*is  love  that 
Tbus  my  bequeft  may  fbond. 

Tbus  delid  hath  the  gode  knigbte 
His  lond^  be  his  dai. 
Right  upon  his  deth*is  beddd. 
Sore  fike  ther  as  he  lay  : 

And  fone  aftirwerdis  he 
Lay  as  a  fton^  ftill, 
And  dyid  whan  the  tpni  came, 
As  it  was  Orift*is  will. 

Anon  aftir  that  he  was  dede, . 
And  undir  grafs  ygrave, 
Tho  fond  the  eldir  brother 
Segylid  the  yongd  knave. 

He  tokin  into  his  hondia 
His  londis  and  his  lede, 
And  alfo  Gam^yn  himfclf 
To  clothin  and  to  fede. 

He  clothid  him  and  feddd  him 
£vil  and  eke  wroth. 
And  letin  hisloudis  for  fare. 
And  als  his  houlis  both ; 

His  parkis  eke,  and  his  wodls, 
And  diddd  nothyng  wel, 
And  fithin  he  it  aboughtd 
On  his  own  fcire  fell. 

So  longi  tyme  was  Gamelyn 
In  his  brother's  Hall, 
For  the  firengift  of  godi  will 
They  doutidm  him  all. 

There  ne  was  none  wight  in  that  placCi 
Nothir  yongi  ne  oldc. 
That  wolde  wrathin  Gamdyq 
Were  Jie  nevir  t^  bold. 


Gam^yn  ftode  upon  a  day 
In  his  brother'is  yenle. 
And  he  began  with  his  hondd 
To  handilin  his  berde. 

He  thoughtin  upon  his  londis> 
That  layin  longe  unfawe. 
And  alfo  of  his  feire  okis. 
That  dound  were  ydrawe. 

Ifis  parkis  werin  al  brokio, 
And  al  his  deir^reved ; 
Of  alld  his  gode  ftedis  noon 
Was  there  with  him  beleved ; 

His  houfis  werein  unhelid 
And  full  evilly  dight ; 
Tho  thought  this  yonge  Gamelyn 
It  went^  not  aright. 

After  cam8  his  brothir  in 
Ywalkyng  fUtelich  thare. 
And  feidd  unto  Gamelyn, 
What  t  is  our  metd  yare  ? 
.    Tho  Gamjlyn  ywrothid  hym. 
And  fwore  by  Godd*is  bcAce, 
Thou  {halt  y  go  bake,  luke,  thy  fetf; 
I  wol  not  be  Uiy  coke. 

How,  brothir  Gamelyn,  quod  he. 
Thus  anfwerift  me  thou  ? 
Thou  fpakift  nevir  foche  a  word 
Yet  as  thou  doiil  now. 

By  my  faith,  feidd  Gamelyn, 
Now  me  it  thinkith  nede ; 
Of  all  the  harmisthat  I  have. 
I  nevir  yit  toke  hedc. 

My  parkis  ben  y  brokin,  and 
My  deir  ben  yreved ; 
Of  myn  hamis  and  my  ftedis 
Noght  u  there  m^  beleved. 

Al  that  my  iadir  me  bequethe 
Al  goith  now  to  (kama. 
And  therefore  have  thou  Godd'is  curfe, 
Brothir  John  by  thy  name.' 

Than  thus  befpakin  his  brothir, 
'That  rapd  was  of  vecs, 
Stondith  ftille,  thou  gadiling, 
And  holdith  right  thy  pees : 

Thou  (halt^  ben  ful  faign  to  have 
Thy  met^  and  thy  wede. 
What  fpckift  thou,  thou  gadiling, 
Of  lond  othir  of  lede  ) 

Then  feid^  to  him  Gamelyn, 
The  childe  that  was  yinge, 
ChriA'as  curfd  mote  he  havixi 
That  depith  me  Gadlyng. 

I  am  no  wors  gadlying  than  the, 
Parde  ne  no  wow  wight. 
But  bom  I  was  of  a  lady, 
And  gottin  of  a  knyght. 

Ne  durft  he  not  to  Gamelyn 
Not  oo  fote  ferthir  go. 
But  clepid  to  him  his  meind, 
And  feidd  to  them  tho ; 

Goith  and  betith  wele  this  boy, 
And  ravith  him  Lis  wit. 
And  let  him  lere  another  time 
To  aofwcrijig  me  bctt. 
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Then  feid  the  chyld,  yong  Gamtlyn, 

Chrtft*is  curf  r  mote  tnou  havin 
What  ?  hrothcr  art  thou  ^yn. 

And  if  that  I  (h4l  algatis 
Y  betin  he  anon, 
Crift'is  carfi:  mote  thou  bavin 
But  that  thou  be  that  one. 

And  right  andn  his  brothir  did| 
In  that  his  gret  t  bete, 
Makin  his  mein    fett  ftavis. 
This  Gam  lyn  to  bete. 

Whan  everich  of  them  had  a  fiaff 
hito  his  hond  nomin. 
Gamely n  vras  awar.-  tho,  ^ 
He  foiiau^  them  comin; 

Tho  Gam^iyn  (augh  them  comla 
He  Iddd  ovir  all. 
And  was  ware  of  a  pcftil 
Stod£  undlr  the  wall. 

And  Game  lyn  was  fully  light, 
And  thidir  gan  he  lepe. 
And  droffe  aJl  his  brother's  men 
Right  fone  on  an  hepe. 

He  loldd  like  a  wild  lion. 
And  laidin  on  gode  wone ; 
Tho  whan  his  brothir  feyc  that 
He  begann:  to  gonne. 

He  fleigh  up  untill  a  loftB, 
And  ihet  the  dore  fail : 
Thus  Gam- lyn  with  his  peflil 
Mad   them  all  agaft 

Some  for  Gamelyn*i$  love. 
And  fome  for  his  envie, 
ABe  withdrow^  them  to  halves 
Tho  he  began  to  pleie  : 

What  now  ?  fcidc  GamMyn ;  brothir, 
Evil  motd  ye  the; 
Wolli  ye  beginnin  contek 
And  than  fo  fon  -  fle  ? 

Gam  lyn  fought  his  brothir  tho 
Whtthtr  he  was  yflowe. 
And  faugh  where  that  he  lokid  out 
At  z.  folere  windowe. 

Brothir,  thofeidd  Gam!  lyn, 
Comith  a  litil  nere. 
And  I  wol  techin  the  a  plaie 
Att^  the  bokillere. 

His  brothir  to  hym  anfwerid. 
And  fwoTe  by  Seint  Richere, 
While  the  peftH  is  in  thyn  honde 
I  woll  comin  no  nero. 

Brothir,  I  woll  niakin  the  pece,  * 
1  fwere  by  Grid's  ore ; 
Gaftich  away  the  peftil  tho. 
And  wraths  the  na  more. 

I  mot  nedis;  feide  Gamclyir, 
Wraths  me  at  onys. 
For  that  thou  woldift  make  thy  men 
To  breikin  my  bonis. 

Nc  had'l  haddin  tneyn  and  might, 
In  myn  owni  twey  armes. 
To  have  y  puihin  them  fro  me 
They  wo«Idb»T€  done  mc  banne»> 


To  Gamelyn  tho  fcidin  hit 
Brothir ;  Be  thou  not  wrothe. 
For  to  fein  the  bavin  harme 
Me  werin  rights  lothe^ 

I  ne  did  it  not,  my  brothir^ 
But  right  for  a  fondiDg, 
For  to  lokin  if  thou  were  flrong, 
And  art  fo  very  ying. 

Come  adoun  then  to  me,  quod  he. 
And  graunt^  me  my  bone. 
Of  oo  thing  I  wo)  aikin  the. 
And  we  ihul  faugnte  fohe. 

Adoun  then  camin  his  brothir^ 
That  6kill  was  and  fell. 
And  was  fwitht  right  fore  aghaft 
Of  that  ilka  peftil. 

Hefeidd,  Brothir  Gamelyn  ; 
Aike  me  now  thy  bone. 
And  loke  that  you  me  blam^,  but 
I  graunt-  it  fiill  fone. 

Thofeiden  yongd  Gamelyn  s 
Brothir  myne,  I  wi^ 
And  if  we  (huUd  ben  at  one 
Thou  muft  me  graunte  this : 

Al  that  my  ^idir  me  becjuethei 
While  that  he  was  on  live. 
Thou  mufte  do  me  it  to  have. 
If  that  we  ihul  not  ftrive. 

That  thou  fhalt  havd,  Gamelya« 
I  fwere  by  Crift'is  ore, 
Al  that  thy  fadir  t))e  bequethe^ 
Though  thou  woldift  have  more. 

Thy  londc,  that  now  lyith  lie. 
Full  well  it  (hall  be  fowe. 
And  thyne  houlis  yrailid  op 
That  now  ben  layd  full  lowe. 

1  hus  feide  the  knight  to  Gamelytt^ 
But  only  with  his  mouth. 
And  thoughte-but  of  Calfcoeis, 
As  he  right  wele  couth. 

The  knight^  thoughtia  on  traifoOf 
But  Gam  lyn  on  noon. 
And  went  and  kiifid  his  brothir. 
And  then  they  were  at  oon, 

Alas  for  yongc  Gamelyn  I 
Nothing  at  all  he  wift 
With  fwlcht  falft  traifon  ^ 

His  brothir  hath  him  kilL 

Lithinith  and  Icftinith,  and 
Holdith  you  ftillc  your  tongc, 
And  ye  fliuU  herin  ilraunge  talking 
Of  Gamelyn  the  yongc. 

There  bappid  to  be  there  beiide 
Tryid  a  wraftillng, 
And  therefore  there  was  yfettin 
A  ram  and  als  a  ring. 

And  Gamelyn  was  in  a  will 
To  wcnde  thereunto. 
For  to  previn  his  mightc,  and  fo 
What  that  he  couthd  do. 

Now  brothir  myne,  quod  Gamelyn, 
By  holic  Seint  Richere 
Thou  muftd  ncUis  Unc  to  night 
Mc  a  litil  com  fere, 


.V 


ioi 


THB    COKF'9   TALB    OF   OAMKLYN. 


That  is  ircihi  to  the  fporis. 
Upon  him  for  to  ride ; 
I  muftio  on  an  errand  go 
A  litil  here  befide. 

Be  God,  feid£  hit  hrotbir  tho. 
Of  ftedit  in  my  ftall 
Goith  and  chofitb  the  the  beft. 
And  fparith  none  of  alle. 

Of  iledis  or  of  coiarierts. 
That  ftondith  'hem  befidc, 
And  tellith  me,  my  gode  j)roth2r, 
"Whithur  thou  wilt^  ride. 

Her^  befidis,  brothir,  it 
Y  cryid  a  wraftling. 
And  therefor^  fhalH  ben  f  &tt 
A  ram  and  als  a  ring. 

Moch^  worihip  it  were  fothly, 
Brothir,  untb  us  all 
Might  I  the  ram  and  ah  the  ring 
Bringin  home  to  the  Hall. 

A  fted^  there  vrat  fadthtf, 
Smarth  was  it  and  eke  flcte ; 
Gam^lyn  diddin  a  peire  of 
Sporis  faft  on  his  fete. 

He  fat  his  fote  in  the  fth-rop. 
The  ftedc  he  bcftrode. 
And  towardis  the  wixfttfiing 
The  yong^  child^  rode* 

Tho  Gamelym  the  yongc  was 
Riddin  out  at  the  gate. 
The  falfia  knight  hit  own  brothir 
Lokkid  it  aftir  thate. 

And  he  befoughttn  Jelh  Crift, 
That  is  of  hevin  king. 
That  he  mighte  brekiii  his  ntk 
In  that  ilk  wraiUling. 

Aflbne  as  Gam^lyn  cam  there 
The  wrafUing  place  was 
He  lightid  down  of  the  ftede 
And  Itodin  on  the  gras. 

And  ther  he  heH  a  fraokelyn 
Weloway  for  to  Cng, 
And  beganin  all  bittiHy 
His  handis  for  to  wring. 

God£  man,  fcid^  Gam^fyn, 
Why  makift  thou  this  fare  ? 
Is  ther  no  ntan  that  may  you  help 
Out  of  this  nic^  care  ? 

Alas-!  fcide  this  frankelyn, 
That  evir  I  was  bore ! 
For  twcic  ftalworthd  fonit 
Iwene  I  have  forlore. 

A  champion  is  in  the  place 
That  has  wroughtin  me  forow,. 
For  he  hath  flayn  my  too  fbnis 
But  if  that  God  them  borrow. 

I  woldd  givin  ten  poundii, 
Be  Jefu  Grift,  and  more, 
With  the  nonis  I  fond  a  man 
To  handilin  him  fore. 

Godc  ma«,  feidd  GamClyn, 
Wilt  thou  this  wclc  done  ? 
Hold^  my  hors  while  that  my  man 
y drawith  of  my  Ihone. 


And  helpe  my  man  atfe  te  Itepe 
My  dothis  and  my  flede, 
And  I  woll  into  the  place  gon 
And  loke  how  I  may  fpede. 

By  God,  feidd  the  frankelyn. 
It  (hall  right  fo  be  don, 
I  woll  my  iilfin  be  thy  man 
To  drawin  of  thy  ihone. 
.  And  wend^  you  into  the  plaoe, 
Swete  Jefu  Crift  the  fpede. 
And  dredd  not  of  thy  clothis 
Nor  of  thy  godd  ftcde. 

Barefote  and  ungert  Gamelya 
Into  the  ringe  came, 
AUd  that  werin  in  the  place 
Hedin  of  him  the  name, 

How  he  dnrftin  ayenturc  him 
On  him  to  don  his  might 
lliat  was  fo  doughti  a  champiott 
In  wraftling  and  in  fight. 

Upftcrtc  tho  the  duimpion 
Ful  rapely  right  anon, 
Towardis  yonge  Gamclyn 
He  tho  began  to  gon. 

And  feidd.  Who  is  thy  fiidir. 
And  who  is  eke  thy  fire  f 
Forfothe  thou  art  a  gret  fole 
For  that  thou  camift  hire. 

Anon  Gamclyn  anfwerid 
The  ftout  champion  tho. 
Thou  knewift  full  wde  my  ^uHr 
Whild  that  he  couthe  go : 

Whilis  that  he  was  on  live, 
I  fwere  by  Seint  Martyn, 
Sir  John  of  Boundis  was  his  name. 
And  I  am  Gamclyn. 

Felawe,  feide  the  champion, 
So  evir  mote  I  thrive, 
I  knew  right  wdi  thy  fadir 
While  that  he  was  on  live ; 

And  thy  felfin,  yonge  GameTyo,. 
I  will  that  thou  it  here, 
Whiles  thou  wert  a  yongd  boy 
A  moche  (hrew  thou  were. 

Then  feid3  yongd  Gam^yn, 
And  fwore  hi  Crift'is  ore. 
Now  am  I  oldir  virox  thou  flialt 
Y  findin  me  a  more. 

Be  God,  feide  the  champion^ 
Welcome  mot^  thou  be ; 
Come  thou  onys  in  my  honde 
Shaltin  thou  nevir  the. 

It  was  weld  within  the  night» 
And  bright  the  mone  ftione. 
Whan  Gamdlyn  and  the  champion] 
Togidir  gan  to  gon.   . 

The  champion  caftd  tomis 
To  Gamdlyn  that  was  preft. 
And  Gamclyn  ftodin  ftilk^. 
And  bad  him  don  his  beft^ 

Then  feiden  yongc  GamCtya 
Unto  the  champion. 
Now  that  I  have  fully  provid 
Many  tomis  of  thiac. 
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Thou  moftin,  feide  Gam'lyn^ 
Prove  oon  or  two  of  myn. 

Gam^lyn  to  the  champion 
Tede  fmartil jr  anon, 
Of  al  the  tomb  that  he  coode 
He  ihewid  him  but  one  ; 

And  keft  him  on  the  lifta  fide 
That  thre  ribbis  to  brak. 
And  thereunto  his  hk  arhii^ 
That  gaf  a  grette  crak. 

Than  (eidc  yong^  Gamtlyn 
Smectly  to  him  anon, 
Shall  it  be  holifin  for  a  caft> 
Or  ellis  go  for  none  ? 

Bi  God,  feide  the  champion^ 
Whcdir  fo  that  it  be. 
He  that  ones  comith  in  thyn  hand 
Shallin  he  nevir  the. 

Than  feidi  the  frank^lyn^  that 
Thre  fonis  there  had  lore, 
Blcffid  be  then,  yong}  GamelyUy 
That  ercr  thou  were  bore ! 

For  now  unto  the  ehampiozi 
Thishave  I  for  to  fcie, 
This  is  the  yonge  GamiJyn 
That  taughtd  the  tc  plcic. 

Aycn  anfwerde  die  champion. 
That  likid  nothyng  well. 
He  it  all^  their  maiftir,  and 
His  plcie  is  right  fell. 

Sithin  that  I  wriftilid  firil 
li  is  agon  full  yore. 
But  I  was  Dcvir  in  my  life 
Handilid  fo  before. 

Yonge  Gamdlynftode  in  the  place 
AlloBe  withooten  ferk. 
And  feide.  If  there  be  any  mo 
Ln  them  com£  to  werlc 

The  champion  which  that  painid^ 
Him  to  workin  fo  fore, 
h  femith  by  his  countinaunce 
That  he  wiU^  no  more. 

Gamelyn  in  the  place  ftodt 
StilU  as  any  ftone 
For  to  abidio  wraftiling. 
But  there  ycomith  none. 

There  nc  was  none  with  Gamelyn 
That  wold&  wrcftle  more, 
For  he  handilid  the  champion 
So  wosdcroufly  fore. 

Two  gentilmein^  that  owned  the  place 
Come  to  Gamel)ti,  God  geve  them  grace ! 
And  feid^  to  him.  Have  done  OD  ■ 
Thy  hoiin  aod  thy  (hone ; 
Fortbthc  at  this  time  all 
This  fairc  it  is  ydone. 

Tho  feid:-  to  them  Gftmelynj; 
So  mote  I  well  yfare, 
I  have  not  yet  halvindele 
Yfoldc  all  my  ware. 

Than  (cide  the  champion  fo  bsokci. 
In>2y  it  welt  fwpre 
He  is  a  folc  that  therof  bieih|.. 
Thou  fcUcft  it  fo  dcrc. 


1  ho  feide  to  him  the  frankclyn. 
That  was  in  mochill  care, 
Fellaw,  he  faide,  whi  lakkHt 
Thou  fo  moche  of  his  ware  ? 

Be  Scint  Jame,  that  in  Galls  is. 
That  many  man  has  fought. 
Yet  it  is  moche  too  gode  cb(^e 
That  thou  haften  ybought. 

Tho  that  the  wardinis  werin 
Of  that  ilk  wrafliling 
Comin  forth,  and  brought  Gam^Iyli 
I'he  ram  and  als  the  ring. 

And  thus  wann  yongd  Gamelyn 
The  ram  and  eke  the  ring. 
And  wente  forth  with  mochil  joy 
Homeward  in  the  morning. 

His  brothir  le  where  that  he  come 
With  all  the  grette  rout. 
And  bad  the  porter  (hate  the  gate. 
And  holdin  him  without. 

The  porter  of*  his  lord*is  word 
Was  fo  right  fore  agaft, 
.\nd  ftert  anon  unto  the  gate 
And  lokkid  it  full  fail. 

Now  lithinirh  and  lelUmth 
Both^  yonge  and  old, 
And  ye  (hullin  her^  gamin 
Of  Gamelyn  the  bold. 

Gamelyn  cometh  theranto 
For  to  have  comen  in; 
But  all  in  vaine;.  the  dore  then  wa» 
Y  ihitt  faft  with  a  pyn. 

Than  feide  yongi  Gamelyn, 
Porter,  undo  the  yate. 
For  many  a  godc  mannis 
Sonne  ftondith  thereat. 

Then  anfwcrid  him  the  porter. 
And  fwore  by  Godd*is  berde. 
Thou  ne  (halt,  frende  Gamdlyn,. 
Comin  into  this  yerde. 

Thou  lyift,  feid^  Gamelyn, 
So  broukin  I  my  chynne  : 
He  iinote  the  vrikit  with  hit  fbte. 
And  brak  away  the  pyn. 

The  porter  ftreightwey  iaoghd  th# 
It  might  no  bettir  be. 
He  fette  ibte  on  erthd,  and 
Fail  he  began  to  fle. 

Bi  my  faith,  feide  Oam^Iyn,. 
That  travaile  is  ylore. 
For  I  am  on  fote  as  light  as 
Thow,  though  thow  had  yfworc,, 

Gamelyn  ovirtoke  the  porter. 
And  his  teend  ywrak^ 
And  gert  him  Ml  upon  the  nek, 
That  he  the  bon  to  brak  ; 

And  toke  him  by  that  oon  armd. 
And  threw  him  in  a  well  y 
Seven  hundrid  fadom  it  was  depc. 
As  I  have  herde  telle. 

Whan  Gamelyn  the  yong^  tho*^ 
Had  yplaied  his  play. 
Alio  that  in  the  yerd^  wero- 
,  Withdrcwin  them  away^ 
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That  dredin  him  full  fore  for 
The  wreke  that  he  wrought, 
And  for  the  fayir  cumpany 
That  he  had  thither  brought. 

Yong  Gamelyij  yedc  to  the  gate 
And  lete  it  up  Wiilc, 
He  letin  in  all^  the  rout 
That  gon  woldin  or  ride; 

And  feidc,  Ye  ben  ywelcome 
Withouten  any  greyer 
£or  we  wol  ben  nudfteria  here, 
'  And  aike  no  man  leve. 

It  n*as  but  yefterdai  I  laft, 
Saideyongc  Gamllyn, 
In  my  brother*is  feleriB 
Five  toun  of  right  gode  wyne^ 

I  wille  not  this  cumpany 
Partyn  with  rbc  on  twyri, 
And  if  ye  will  don  aftir  me, 
Whil  any  fope  ii  inn : 

And  if  my  brothir  grutchith  vu^ 
t)r  niakith  it  foul^  chcrc, 
Ochir  for  fpence  of  mete  and  drink 
That  we  Ihull  fpendin  here^ 

I  am  the  ovircaterir^ 
And  here  our  althir  purfe, 
He  ihalU  have  for  his  grutching 
Sanfia  Marias  curfe. 

My  brothir  is  but  a  nigon, 
I  fwcrc  by  CriftMs  ore. 
And  we  well  fpend^  largily 
That  he  hath  fparid  yore. 

And  whofo  that  makith  grutching 
That  we  do  here  ydv^cll. 
He  (hall  go  unto  the  porter 
Into  the  draw^  well. 

Sevin  dayis  and  fevin  nightes 
Oamilyn  held  his  fcft, 
With  moche  folace  that  there  was^    ^ 
And  eke  no  mannii*  heile. 

All  in  a  lidl  torrit  hit 
Brothir  laydc  yfteke. 
And  (augh  him  waflin  his  godis. 
But  durftc  not  to  fpekc. 

Right  erli  in  a  morrownlng. 
Upon  the  eighth  day, 
The  geilis  come  to  Gam^lyn, 
And  woldi  gon  thir  way. 

Lordis,  tho  feide  Gam^lyo, 
And  woliin  ye  fo  hie  ? 
Alle  the  wyn  is  not  yet  dronkg 
So  broukin  I  mine  eye. 

Yonge  Gamelyn  in  hishert^ 
Was  forowfull  and  wo 
Whan  that  his  geflis  toke  their  leve 
And  fro  him  woldC-  go. 

He  wolde  that  they  had  dwellid 
Lengir,  and  they  fcidc  Nay, 
.  But  bitaught  Gamelyn  to  God, 
^  And  bad  him  have  gode  dal. 

Thus  made  Gamelyn  hisfeftci 
And  brought  it  well  to  end. 
And  aftirward  his  geftis  toke 
Levi  their  way  to  wead« 


Now  lithinith  and  liftinitfi^ 
And  holdith  you  your  tonge. 
And  ye  (hulUn  here  gamin 
Of  Gam(}lyn  the  yonge. 

Herkinith,  Lordilingis,  an<i 
Liftinith  you  aright. 
Whan  all  the  geltis  weren  gon 
How  Gamelyn  was  dight. 

Allc  the  while  that  Gamelyn 
Had  hold  his  mangerie 
His  brothir  thought  on  him  bcwreke 
With  his  falfe  trecherie ; 

Tho  whan  that  Gamelyn*is  geftet 

Y  ridin  were  and  gon 
Gamelyn  ftode  anon  alone, 
Frend£  tho  had  he  none. 

Tho  aftir  this  full  fone  it  feO, 
Within  a  littil  ftdund. 
That  Gamelyn  was  takin,  and 
Full  hardly  was  he  bound. 

Than  forth  comith  the  £aUe  knight 
Out  of  the  foler^. 
And  to  Gamelyn  his  brothir 
He  goith  fulle  nere. 

And  feiden  unto  Gamelyn, 
Who  mede  the  fo  bold 
For  to  deftroyin  and  wail^ 
The  ftore  of  my  hbuihold  f 

Brothir,  anfwered  Gamclyni 
Now  wrathe  the  right  hoght. 
For  it  is  mady  day  agon 
Sithins  it  was  ybought  : 

For,  brothir,  thou  haftin  hadd^i 
I  fwerc  by  Semt  Richerc, 
Of  fiftene  plowis  of  londd 
This  full  fiztene  yere; 

And  of  alle  the  bellis  whicfi 
Thou  haftO*  forth  ybredd. 
That  my  fadir  to  me  bequcthe 
Upon  his  deth'is  bedd  : 

Of  all.^  this  full  fixtcne  ycrt 
I  gevc  the  the  prow. 
For  the  met^  and  the  drinkd 
That  we  have  fpendid  now. 

Than  thus  feide  the  falft  knight, 
(Full  evil  mote  he  the) 
Herkinith,  brothir  Gamelyn, 
What  I  woU  gevin  the ; 

For  of  my  body,  brothir,  heif 

Y  gettin  have  I  none ; 

I  woUc  makin  the  my  heir, 
I  fwerc  by  Seiftt  John. 

Par  mafay,  feid  ^  Gamelyn, 
And  if  that  it  fo  be. 
And  thou  thinkeft  as  thou  feyii^^ 
May  God  yeldln  it  the ! 

Nothing  wii^e  yong  Gamelyn 
Of  hisbrotherSs  giltf. 
And  therefore  he  him  begilid 
In  verry  littil  while. 

Gamelyn,  feiden  he,  0  thing 
I  nedis  mud  the  tell, 
Tho  whan  thou  threwe  my  porter 
Into  the  draw^  well, 
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I  fworl  in  that  wrath^  and 
!d  that  my  grcti  mote. 
That  thoQ  ihuldift  ybond^  be 
Both  hoode  and  eke  fote : 

And  therefore  I  befedi^  the. 
My  brother  Oam^lyn, 
Letith  thou  no^ht  me  be  forfwom, 
As  bipthir  art  thoa  mine ; 

But  letith  me  ybindin  the 
Both  hondd  and  eke  fote. 
For  me  to  holdin  myne  avougfa, 
Right  at  I  the  behote. 

Brothir,  tho  feide  Gam^Iyn, 
As  fo  I  motin  the, 
ThoQ  ihalt^  not  ben  foriworin 
For  the  lore  of  xne. 

Tho  madin  thei  this  Gam^lytf 
To  fitte,  might  he  not  ftand, 
TjU  that  he  him  ybondid  had 
Both  fote  and  alfo  hand. 

The  fdf^  knight  hit  brothir  of 
Gamilyn  was  agaft,' 
And  fent^  aftir  fetteri« 
To  fcttcrin  him  f aiL  • 

His  brothir  mad^  lefingk 
On  him  ther  at  he  ftode. 
And  toMe  them  that  comin  id 
That  Gam^lyn  waa  wode. 

Gam^  ftode  to  a  |>oft 
Y  bondin  m  the  Hall, 
And  tho  that  ther  ycomin  in 
lx>lud  upon  him  all. 
'     Erir  ftodi  yong  Oamdlyn 
Etin  boke  npright. 
Bat  mete  nor  drink  ne  had  he  none 
Nowthir  by  day  ne  night. 

Tho  feid£  yong^  Qamdyn, 
Brothir  myn,  by  my  hals 
Now  I  haTc  wele  efpyid  that 
Thou  art  a  parti  fals. 

Had  I  hot  wiSti  that  tre^nr 
Thit  thou  haddift  yfond 
1  wokhn  have  gerin  (bt)k2f 
Or  1  had  ben  ybound. 

Gamityn  ftodd  that  bondin 
Asftiliatanyftone 
For  too  dayis  and  too  nightit^ 
And  met^  had  he  none. 

Then  (eide  at  laft  thtt  Gam^ly% 
That  StM  boxmdin  ftrong, 
Adam  Spencer,  methinkidi  that 
Ifift^  alto  long; 

Therefore,  A^am  k  Difpencer, 
Kowlbefechethe 
For  the  moch^  lord  with  whtcii 
My  fadir  lorid  the. 

If  thou  may  comin  tn  the  kaiet,' 
LHtth  me  out  of  bond. 
And  for  thi  1  well  depaxtiB 
^tth  the  of  my  fre  lond. 

Than  him  anfwerid  thit  Adam,' 
^Tpch  that  was  the  Spencer, 
1  htTe  yferrid  thy  brothir 
Thb  fWl  fixten^  ycrc, 
Vol,  h 


%   And  if  I  ihiild^  letin  you 
To  0P  out  of  liis  boure 
He  inoldin  aMrwirdit  feye 
That  i|^ere  a  traytt>ur. 

Adam,  adAeryd  Gam^lyn,' 
So  br^uldn  Iinyn  hals, 
Thou  ihalt^  Hndin  my  brothir 
At  the  laft  fights  fals; 

And  therefore/brothir  Adam,  me 
Lofd  out  of  my  bonds. 
And  I  wolU  departin  with 
The  of  myn  own  fre  londs. 

Upon  fo  gode  a  forewardd 
Saidm  Adam,  I  wis 
I  woUe  doin  thereunto 
All^  that  in  me  is. 

Adam,  tho  feidd  Gamelyn^ 
As  fo  mowin  I  the, 
I  woU  hold^  the  cov^nnt; 
An  thou  too  woUd  me.^ 

Anon  as  Adam  his  lordd 
To  bedd^  was  ygone; 
Adam  tokd  the  kaies,  and  ht     ' 
Gamelyn  out  anon. 

He  unlokid  yonge  Gamelyn 
Both  hondis  and  eke  fete, 
On  hope  of  the  avauftc^mcnt 
Which  that  he  him  b^ete. 

Then  feidd  yongd  Gam^yn^ 
Thankid  be  Godd°is  fondc. 
For  now  that  I  am  ylofid 
Both  fote  and  alfo  bond ! 

Had  I  but  etin  a  litil. 
And  thereto  dronk  aright, 
There  is  non  in  this  houfS  that 
Shuld  binde  me  this  night. 

Tho  Adam  tok^  Gamelyn, 
As  ilill  as  any  (lone. 
And  haddin  him  inUS  the  fjpence 
Right  rapily  anon ; 

And  fettin  him  to  hit  fouperc 
Right  in  a  priYie  flede. 
And  badin  hym  do  eladily. 
And  Gamelyn  fo  dede. 

Anon  alfone  as  Gatniglyaf 
Had  etin  wel  and  fine. 
And  thereunto  had  ydrankin 
Well  of  the  redi  wyne, 

Adam,  fcide  yongd  Gaittelyn^ 
Tell  what  is  now  thy  rede ; 
For  me  to  go  to  mr  brothir. 
And  gerdin  of  his  hede  i 

No,  Gamdlyn,ifeidin  Adam$ 
It  ihalle  not  be  fo. 
But  I  can  telle  the  ared0 
That  is  yworth  the  too. 

I  wote  wele  forfothd  that 
(And  this  it  it  no  nay) 
We  ihullin  have  a  nmngerio 
Rightd  upon  Sonday ; 

Of  abbotis  and  prioorta 
Full  many  here  (hal  be. 
And  othir  men  of  holie  chercb. 
At  I  can  Villi  (he  *, 
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Thou  (halte  ftond  up  by  the  poft»  , 
As  thou  were  honde  fad. 
And  I  fhall  them  leve  unlok,  that , 
Away  thou  may  them  caft : 

And  whan  that  they  have  y  etin,    j^ 
And  wafhin  harvc  their  hondes^  * 

Tho  thou  {halt  befpeVin  them  all 
To  bring  the  out  of  bondes :  • 

And  if  that  tbty  will  borrow  the 
That  werin  a  gode  game, 
Than  werin  thou  out  of  prifon 
And  I  als  out  of  blame  i 

But  if  that  ev^ich  of  them 
Sayc  unto  us  Nay, 
1  ihuUd  don  anothir  thing, 
I  fwer^  by  this  day. 

Thou  fliulle  have  a  gode  ftafiby 
And  I  woll  have  another. 
And  Criil*is  curfe  have  ^t  pon 
That  faiU  (hall  that  othir. 

Ye,  for  God,  feid^  Gamelyn, 
I  fay  it  right  for  me 
if  that  I  hdUn  on  my  fide 
Than  evil  mote  I  the. 
.  If  that  we  (huUin  algatis 
Aflbile  them  of  thire  fyone  ; 
Wamith  me,  my  brother  Adam, 
Whan  that  we  fliall  begynn. 

Now  GamMyn,  ie(dcn  Adam^ 
Ey  Scint^  Charitd 
I  wolle  warne  the  befom 
Whan  that  the  time  fhall  be. 

Whan  that  I  twinkin  upon  the 
Lokd  for  to  be  gon. 
And  caft  away  die  fetteris, 
And  come  to  me  anon. 

Adam,  feidd  yong  Gam'  lyn> 
Ybliffid  be  thy  bones! 
That  is  a  righ^-i  gode  couniaile 
Y  gevin  for  the  nones. 

If  that  they  (hulUn  wemd  mc 
To  bring  the  out  of  bendcs 
1  woll^  fettin  gode  ftrok^ 
Full  right  upon  their  lendcs. 

Tho  the  Sondy  was  ycomin. 
And  thefe  folk  to  the  fcftc  ; 
Faire  they  wercin  ywekomld 
Both^  the  lefte  and  mefle. 

And  evit-  as  they  at  the  Hall 
Dord  wcr/6  comin  in  » 
They  ev^rich  cafUn  an  eie 
On  yongc  Gam*  lyn. 

Thefalfe  knight  hi»  osrobrothir. 
So  full  of  trecherie, 
All^  the  geftes  that  there  were 
At  that  ilk  mangerie 

Of  GamMyn  bis  own  brothir 
Ke  toldin  them  with  mouth 
AU^  the  harmis  and  the  Qiam/t 
That  e'ere  he  tellC  couth. 

Tho  th^  wcrein  yfervid  ftrcit 
Of  meifis  too  or  thre ; 
Than  ieidi  yongc  Gamilya^ 
How  do  ye  ferv^  sk  ! 


It  ne  is  not  wele  yfervid. 
Be  God  that  alle  made. 
That  I  (hold  littin  here  faiUog 
And  othir  men  make  glade. 

The  falfe  knifht^  his  br  othir, 
Thereas  that  he  yftodc, 
Toldin  to  all^  his  geftis 
That  Gam^yn  wa»  wode.  ' 

And  Gam^lyn  there  ftod^  dill. 
And  anfwrt'id  right  noght, 
But  of  Adam'is  wordis  he 
Held^  ftill  in  his  thought. 
I   Tho  Gamilyn  began  to  fpcke^ 
Right  doulefuUy  withall, 
Unto  the  grett^  lordis  that 
Y  fatyn  in  the  Hall : 

My  Lordings,  tho  feiden  he. 
For  Crift'is  paffion 
Helpin  to  bring8  Gazn^lyn 
Out  of  thilk^  prifon. 

Than  feid^  to  him  an  abbot, 
(Sorow  upon  his  cheke  I) 
He  (hallin  have  Crift'is  curfe 
And  Seint^  Maries  eke,  « 

That  (hall  the  out  of  this  priloa 
Beggin  owthir  borow. 
Bat  evir  worths  hym  full  wele 
That  doth  the  mykil  forow. 

And  anon  aftir  that  abbot 
•Than  fptfdn  anothir, 
I  wold^  that  thyn  hedc  were  of 
Though  thou  were  my  brothir. 

AlU  that  the  (hall  borrowin 
Moti  them  fouW  fall ; 
And  thus  y feiden  all^  they. 
That  werin  in  the  HalL 

Than  feidJ  to  him  a  priour. 
Evil  mowin  he  thrive ! 
It  is  grett^  forow  and  care. 
Boy,  that  thou  art  on  live. 

On,  on,  fcid^  yonge  Gamdlyn, 
So  broukin  I  my  bone. 
Now  that  I  havin  efpyid 
That  frendis  have  I  none. 

A  curfid  mot  he  worthiJ  be, 
Both<i  flcfh^  and  blode. 
That  evir  doth  to  pripurit 
Or  abbotes  any  gode. 

Anon  Adam  the  Difpencer 
Takin  up  hath  the  cloth. 
And  lokid  unto  Gamilyn, 
And  faugh  that  he  was  wroth. 

Adam  of  the  pantric  at  thilk 
Time  litil  he  thought. 
And  too  ffod^  (bvis  unto 
The  Halle  dore  he  brought. 

Adam  lokid  on  Oamdyn, 
And  he  was  war  anon. 
And  caft  awaie  the  fetteris. 
And  began  for  to  gon. 

Tho  he  camin  unto  Adim, 
He  toke  to  the  one  fta^ 
And  beganning  to  wcrk^  wele^ 
And  gode  ilrekis  he  ga£f. 
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Gam^Ixn  came  intp  the  HiH, 
And  Adam  Spencer  both. 
And  lokid  theih  all  aboutin 
As  they  hadd^  ben  wroth. 

GamMyn  fprei^th  holi  watir 
All  with  an  okxn  fpije, 
That  ibme  of  them  thatftode  upright 
FiUin  into  the  jfre. 

There  was  no  mannir  Icwde  man 
That  in  the  HalP  ftode 
That  wolde  doin  Gamelyn 
Any  thinge  bat  gode. 

But  the!  ftode  bciidin,  and 
L«t:  them  bothc  werch. 
For  thei  ne  hadde  no  routh^ 
Of  men  of  holi  cherch. 

Of  abbot  or  6f  prior,  or  • 

Of  monk  or  of  canon, 
That  Gamelyn  hath  ortttfllte, 
Abod  they  yedin  doim 

There  ne  was  nnntf  of  them  alld 
That  with  his  fluff  ymettc 
That  be  made  them  overthrowe, 
And  ({uytte  them  his  dette. 

Tho  Oamelyn,  fcide  Adam, 
FofScint^  Charitc 
Payiih,  I  pray,  gode  liveray. 
And  for  the  love  of  me  ; 

And  I  w«Ue  kepin  the  dore ; 
So  c?ir  here  I  mafle 
Er  that  they  ben  aflbilyid 
I  Ther  ihaile  noon  jpzSc, 

Doutc  the  noght,  fdde  Gamelyn j 
While  that  we  ben  in  fere  ; 
Bat  kcpc  thou  weU  the  dore 
And  I  woU  werkin  here; 

Beftturith  the,  g^de  Adam,  and 
N<  lettith  none  yflc. 
And  we  (hall  telle  largily 
How  many  here  there  be. 

To  Gamelyn  feiden  Adam, 
Doith  them  all  but  gode, 
For  thei  ben  men  ofholi  cherch  } 
I>rawith  of  them  no  blode ; 

Sayith  right  wele  the  corounei 
And  doith  them  no  harmes. 
But  brekith  bothc  their  Icggis, 
Ai:d  fithin  here  thir  armes. 

Thos  Can  lyn  and  Adam  hath 
Y  wnmghtin  rights  faft, 
Aod  pleidin  with  the  monkies  tho^ 
And  madi  them  agaft. 

Forth  hidir  they  come  riding 
FBlljoUly  with  fwain'cs, 
Bu  home  agen  they  werin  leddo 
lo  cartis  and  in  walnes. 

Tho  as  they  haddin  all  ydone 
TTan  feidin  a  gray  frere, 
AU* !  alas  !  my  Lord  Abbot, 
What  diddi  we  now  here  f 

Tho  that  we  hither  did  ycomtf 
hwasacoldi  rede; 
Us  had  far  better  bch  at  home 
With  watir  aad  widibfcde^ 


While  GamMyn  made  orderk 
Of  monkis  and  of  ftcre 
Evir  ftode  his  brothir  ftille, 
And  made  foulc  cherc. 

Tho  Gamelyn  up  with  his  llaff. 
That  h€  ful  welt  knew, 
And  grettin  him  upon  the  ncfc. 
That  he  him  oveith^ewe, 

A  Htil  above  the  girdil 
The  riggin  bone  to  braft. 
And  fett  him  in  the  fetteris 
There  as  he  fattin  arft. 

Sittith  thou  there,  niy  brothir  Johtii 
Tho  feidc  Game  lyn  i 
For  to  colin  thy  ho^tc  bodie. 
As  I  did  col^  myn. 

And  ft^ithe  as  they  yhad<le  wclc 
Wroken  them  on  their  fone# 
They  afltid  for  the  watir,  and 
They  wiihin  them  anon. 

What  fomc  of  them  for  their  lo^?, 
And  fofb'*  for  their  awe, 
A 11^  the  fcrvauntis  fervid 
Them  of  the  beft  1  law. 

The  ihereff  was  thenmi  a\*ay 
But  about  a  five  myle. 
And  ail  wastoMin  unto  him 
Within  a  little  whyle, 
.    How  Oamelyn  and  Adanl  had 
Ydon  a  foi^  res; 
Boundin  and  wouiidin  many  men 
Agen  the  king'is  pete. 

Ettfonis  tho  begannin  Tone 
Stri0c  for  to  awake. 
And  the  Ihirc^erevc  abdut  did 
Caft  Gamelyn  to  take; 

Now  lithinith  aud  leftinith. 
So  God  geve  you  gode  fine. 
And  ye  fiiuU  herin  a  gode  game 
Of  yongc  Gamelyn. 

Now  four-and* twenty  yong^  mcn^ 
That  holdin  them  full  bolde, 
Comin  tmto  the  fiiiregereve. 
And  feidc  that  they  wcrtd 

Both  Oamelyn  and  eke  Adam 

Y  fette  be  the  way} 

The  fliiregcreve  gafi  them  levc 
Tho  foth  as  1  you  fay, 

Thes  yong^  meine  hiden  theml 
Faft,  woldr  they  not  lynne 
Tyll  that  they  comiu  to  the  gatd 
There  Oamelyn  was  innc; 

Thy  knokidin  upon  the  gate^ 
The  porter  tho  was  nyc. 
And  lokid  forth  outfit  an  holci 
As  man  that  was  full  flye 

The  porter  had  bcholdin  thegl 
But  for  a  Htil  while. 
He  lovid  wels  Gamelyn, 
And  was  adrad  of  gUef 

And  forthi  let^  the  wiket 

Y  ftondin  full-  ftill. 

And  aikid  them  that  ftant  withmiC 
What  y was  their  will  ? 


For  all^  the  gitt  company 
Than  fpake  bot  one  alone. 
Undo  the  gatis,  poner,  and 
Late  us  in  ygone. 

Then  feid^  to  them  the  porter, 
So  broukin  I  mf  chynne 
Ye  IhuUe  fiiyin  your  errand 
Or  that  ye  comin  imte. 

Say  to  Gamelyn  and  Adam^ 
If  that  ther  wille  it  be. 
We  woUe  fpekin  here  with  tbcna- 
Two  wordit  othir  thre. 

Fellaw,  feide  the  porter  tho,. 
Stondith  thc/ti  ther  yftill, 
And  1  woll  wend  to  Gamclyn. 
To  wetin  of  hit|»ilk. 

And  in  went^  the  porter  tho 
'^o  Gam^}yn  anon, 
And  feid^,-Sire,  I  wame  you 
That  here  be  come  your  fone ; 

^or  k) !  the  i1riregere.v*is  men 
Now  ben  all  at  the  gate 
For  to  y tekin  you  both^  ; 
Shall?  ye  not  efcape. 

Porter,  tho  feid!^  Gam^lyn^/ 
So  mote  r  wcle  the, 
I  woll  allows  the  thy  wordet 
Whan  I'my  tim^  fe. 

Go  ageyn,  porter,  to  the  gate^ 
And  dwell  with  them  a  wKilc,, 
Awaitin,  and  thou  ibalte  fe 
Right  fone,  porter,  a  gile. 
,N     Adam,  tho  feid^  Gamelyn^ 
Ivok^  the  to  be  gen. 
We  have  foomen  at  the  gate. 
And  frendis  nevir  one. 

It  ben  the  lhiregerev*is  men. 
That  hithir  ben  comin. 
They  ben  yfwore  togideris. 
That  we  ihuU  be  nomim 

To  Gamriyn  feid^  Adam, 
Hii  the  righte  belyve. 
And  if  I  faili  the  diis  day 
Than  evil  mote  I  thryve. 

AndwefliuUio  ib  welcome 
The  fiiiregcrev'is  men, 
That  fome  of  them  I  trow  (hall  .make 
Their  beddi>  in  the  fen. 

Then  thorough  the  poftemc  gate ' 
ITong  Gamolyn -outwent. 
And  a  gode  fturdic  carte  ftaffe 
In  his  hond^  he  hent.    ^ 

And  Adam  Spencer  hentd  fone 
Anothir  grett^  ftaff* 
For  to  h^pe  young  Gamelyn, 
And  gode  ftrokis  he  gaffe .        ' 

Adam  yfeUid  hath  his  tweyne^ 
And  Gamelyn  felleld  thre, 
The  tothir  fettd  on  erth. 
And  hA  began  to  fle. 

What  ?  feidin  Adam  Spcncettho^ 
9o  erir  hire  I  maflc 
I  hay£  right  gode  reddd  wyne^ 
9ray  drinkith  cr  ye  pafTe* 
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Kai,  nai !  by  God,  feida  they  A^V 
Thy  drink  is  nothing  ^ode. 
It  woldd  makin  mann'is  brayne 
To  lyin  in  his  hode. 

Tong  Gamelyn  tho  ftodc  ftHI, 
And  lokid  him  about. 
And  (aide.  The  Ihiregereve  c(Aiit& 
With  a  full  grette  rout. 

Adam  Spencer,  feid  Gam^lyn^ 
My  rede  it  is  now  this, 
Abidin  we  not  lengir  here 
Left  we  farin  amys. 

I  rede  that  we  to  wede  ygonn 
Er  that  we  be  yfound; 
Betir  is  there  lofe  for  to  gonn 
Than  in  the  tonne  ybound. 

Adam  them  tok^  by  the  hond 
This  yongc  Gamelyn. 
And  eche  of  them  to  the  o^r 
Drankin  a  draft  of  wyne. 

And  aftirwardistoketheircotfrfe,. 
And  went^  ftreight  their  way ; 
Tho  fond  the  fturcgcrcYe  the  ncft^ 
But  in  it  was  nonb  ay. 

The  fiiiregereve  lightid  adoune^ 
And  went  into  the  Hall, 
And  fond  the  lord  yfetterid 
Full  iafte  therewithalL 

The  fhirere  tho  unfietterid 
Him  righte  fone  anon. 
And  fcntin  aftir  a  gode  leche 
To  helc  his  rigge  bon. 

Letd  we  now  this  faUi^  knight 
l^ie  in  his  mochfU  care. 
And  teU^  we  of  Gometyn, 
And  lok^  how  he  fare. 

Gamelyn  into  the  wild  wodc 
TftaUdd  is  full  ftiUe, 
And  Adam  le  Difpencer  it 
Ylikid  but  right  iUe. 

Tho  Adam  fwore  to  Gam^lyOr 
And  that  be  Seint  Ridiere, 
Now  I  (ay  that  it  is  mery 
To  ben  a  difpencer ; 

That  much^  levire  me  weria 
The  kayis  for  to  here. 
Than  walkin  in  this  wild^  wodc 
My  dothis  all  to  tere. 

Adam,  fcid^  yong  Gamelyn, 
Di(maye  the  right  noght. 
For  many  a  gode  mann'is  child 
In  care  is  ybrought. 

As  they  thus  in  the  wode  ftodin-^ 
Ytalkingboth  in  fere, 
Adsn  herd£  talking  of  men» 
And  nigh  them  thought  tftey  were. 

Tho  Gamelyn  undir  the  vtrild 
Wod£  lokid  aright. 
Full  fevin  fcore  of  yongd  men 
He  faugh  right  wel  ydight ; 

Alle  were  fatt^  at  their  mete 
In  a  compas  about ; 
Adam,  tho  feidd  Gamelyn, 
Now  havin  ye  no  doitte^  y 
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For  aftir  bale  comith  bote, 
Thorough  Godd'is  grctc  might ; 
Methinkith  of  mete  and  of  £-iDk 
That  1  harin  a  fight. 

Adam  le  Difpencer  lokid 
Tho  andir  wode  bowe. 
And  whan  that  he  the  mete  fatigh 
Tho  he  was  glad  inowe; 

For  now  he  h6ptd  unto  <?od 
Fortohavin  his  dele, 
Aod  he  was  ful  fore  alongid 
Aftir  a  godd  mele. 

Anon  at  he  feide  that  word 
Streight  the  maiftir  ootlawe 
Sao^  Gamdlyn  and  Adam  both 
Undir  the  'wod^  {haw. 
Lo  i  youngc  men,  feide  the  maiftif 
Outlaw,  by  the  gode  rode 
I  am  aware  of  fome  gellis. 
Pray  God  fendin  us  gode ! 

Loke  I  jondir  be  two  yong^  men 
That  ben  right  wcl  adight, 
A !  peradventure  they  ben  mo, 
Whoib  bkid  ari^rht. 

Arifeth  np  quKk  yongd  men, 
And  fett^  them  to  me, 
For  it  is  gode  that  we  wetin 
What  mein^  that  they  be. 

Up  thei  ilertin  quik  at  that  word, 
Sevin  fro  the  dinnere. 
And  they  mettin  with  Gam^lyn 
Aod  Adam  Difpencere. 

Whan  that  thcj  werin  ney  to  than 
Than  feidd  thus  that  one, 
Yeldith  up  to  us,  yonge  men 
Your  bowis  and  your  flone. 

Than  feide  to  them  Gamelyn, 
That  yong^  was  of  elde, 
Fulmochil  forow  mote  they  have 
That  onto  you  (hall  yelde  : 

I  corfe  woll  none  othir  wight 
But  right  mine  own^  felve 
Tho  ye  may  fettin  unto  you 
Fyrc,  andthan  be  ye  twelve. 

They  herdin  by  his  wordis  that 
Gret  might  was  in  his  arme, 
And  forthi  there  was  non  of  them 
That  woldi  don  him  harme, 

But  fedin  uoto  Gamelyn 
Right  mildily  and  ilill, 
Cooiith  aforin  our  maiftir. 
And  lay  to  him  thy  will, 

Yong^  man,  feid^  Gamelyn, 
Upon  your  leaute 
Tellith  what  man  your  maifter  is 
Whidi  that  ye  with  ybe. 

Tho  all^  they  anfweild  him 
At  dnes  without  lefing. 
Oar  maiiler  is  ycorounid 
Of  Outlawis  is  the  King. 

Adam,  feide  yong^  Gamelyn, 
Go  we  in  Crift*is  name. 
He  may  n  othir  met^  nordrinl; 
V  wera^  us  for  ihame  | 


And  if  that  he  hcndd,  and 
Comin  of  gentil  blode. 
He  woU  geve  us  koth  mete  and  drink. 
And  doin  us  fome  eoode. 

By  Seint^  Jame,teide  Adam  tho, 
What  harme  fo  that  I  grete 
I  will  adventure  me  to  the 
Dop^  that  I  had  mete. 

Tho  Gamdlyn  and  Adam  both 

Y  went^  forth  in  /ere. 

And  they  both  grct^  the  malfti  r 
Which  that  they  fond^  there. 

Than  feid^  to  them  the  maiiUr, 
That  King  was  of  Outlawes, 
What  do  ye  fejpe,  ye  yong^  men, 
Undir  the  vr96^  fliawes  ? 

Yong  Gamelyn  anfwerid  tho 
The  King  with  his  coroune, 
Hemuftenedis  walkinwodes 
That  may  not  walk  in  toune. 

Sire,  we  walk^nothereiowodcs 
Kon  barm^  for  to  do. 
But  if  paradventtire  we  mete 
A  dere  to  iherte  thereto, 

Asmein^  that  ben  right  hungry. 
And  mow  no  met^  fyod. 
And  very  hard^  ben  l>efibad 
Undir  the  wod^  lynd. 

Of  Gam^lynMs  wordis  tho 
'   The  maifter  hadd^  routhe. 
And  feid^  to  them«  Ye  ihall  have 
Inow,  hcve  God  my  trouthc. 

Anon  be  badd^  them  fittin 
Doune  for  to  tak^  reft. 
And  baddd  them  etin  and  drink. 
And  that  too  of  thebeft. 

Asthey  were  eting  and  drinking 
Of  the  beft  wcle  and  fine. 
Than  feide  the  ton  to  the  tothir 
This  is  yonge  Gamelyn. 

Tho  was  the  maifter  of  outlawes 
Into  coniaile  pomin. 
And  told  how  it  was  Gamelyn 
That  thither  was  comin. 

Ajion  as  he  had  herdin  all 
How  that  it  vras  befall. 
He  mad^  Oam^yn  maihir 
Undir  him  o*re  them  all. 

Within  the  third  wcke  aftir  this 
To  him  comith  tiding. 
To  the  maiilir  of  outlawis. 
Which  that  now  was  their  king. 

That  he  fliuld^  ycomin  home, 
For  that  his  pecs  was  made ; 
And  of  that  joy  full  tiding  he 
Was  wonderoufly  glade. 

Tho  ieide  he  to  his  yong8  men, 
The  foth^  for  to  tell. 
To  me  be  comin  ridingis 
I  may  no  lengir  dwelL 

Tho  was  yong  Gamelyn  anon, 
Withootin  tarying. 
Made  maiftir  of  outlawis,  and 

Y  coroundid  their  king  : 

Oii^ 
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Tho  was  yongGam^lyn  crounkl 
The  King  of  th^-Outlawes, 
Anti  among  them  Mralkid  a  while 
Uodir  the  wodd  ihawe^. 

The  falfc  knight  his  brothir  now 
"Was  fliircgcreve  and  Sire» 
And  lete  his  brothir  be  cndice 
For  hati  and  for  ire. 

Tho  werin  all  his  boodmcin^ 
Sory  and  nothing  glad 
Whan  that  Gam^^n  their  lordi 
Wolves  Hede  yrzi  crycd  and  madf . 

And  fentin  out^  his  meind 
Where  they  mightin  him  fynd, 
F(  r  to  fekin  yongc  Gamciyn 
Undir  the  wodi  lynd. 

To  telle  to  him  tidingis 
The  winde  was  y went, 
And  alld  his  gode  rcvied  was. 
And  all  his  men  ylhent.  ^ 

Whan  that  they  hadd^  hym  fouodin 
pn  kneys  they  them  fctte, 
And  adoun  with  their  hod^,  and 
Gamciyn  their  lord  grctte. 

They  feiden.  Sire,  ivqw  wraths  not 
You  for  the  god^  rode, 
For  we  have  nrought  you  tidingis, 
But  they  be  nothing  gode. 

Now  is  thy  brothir  <hiregcrcve, 
And  he  hath  the  baitlie. 
And  thereto  hath  enditid  the, 
And  Wolycs  Hcde  doth  the  cric« 

Alias !  tho  feidc  Gamciyn, 
That  c're  I  was  fo  flak, 
That  I  ne  hadd  brokin  his  nel; 
Whan  i  his  rigg^  brak. 

Goith,  and  gretith  you  weli 
My  houlbondis  an  wif, 
I  wolU  ben  at  the  sett  Ihire^ 
60  havi  God  my  lif. 

Gamciyn  cam^  well  redy 
ynto'the  ncxti  fhirc. 
And  there  the  falfc  knight  his  bf ot}iii^ 
Was  boti«^  I^ord  and  Sire. 

Gamelyn  camd  boldilich 
Into  the  Mo'.c'Hall, 
And  put  adoun  hishode  among 
The  lordilingis  all. 

God  fave  yop,  Lordilingis  ! 
Which  that  now  here  be ;  ' 
But  as  for  the,  brokcbak  (hcrcvc^ 
Evil  moti  thou  the  [      - 

Why  haiii  thou  doin  to  mc 
That  (hanie  aniS  -yllkuiiie 
For  to  latin  endit^  me. 
And  "^olf 'is  Mede  me  crie  I 

Tho  thought  the  falfc  knight  on  hioj 
For  tt.  have  ben  awreke. 
And  ktd  takin  Gamelyn  ; 
Muft  he  no  more  yfpeke. 

Might^  there  hi  no  mannir  grace, 
But  Gamelyn  at  hifl  ■ 

Was  inf'  ptifoun  yca^in, 
^a  fettcrid  full  fail. 


This  Gamelyn  hath  a  brothir 
That  depcd  was  Sir  Ote  ; 
As  gode  andhcnd  a  knight  he  wa« 
As  mightin  gon  on  fot<. 

Right  anon  ycde  ame0ager 
Unto  that  godelmight. 
And  toldin  hin»  altogethir 
How  Gamelyn  was  dight. 

Anon  as  Sir  Ote  hordin  had 
How  Gamelyn  was  dight, 
He  was  right  paffing  fory  tho, 
Ne  he  was  nothing  light : 

And  letd  faddle  him  a  ftede^ 
And  ftreit  the  weie  he  name. 
And  unto  his  twcic  btetherin 
Right  fone  there  he  came. 

Sir,  feidd  this  Sir  Qte  unto 
The  Ihiregcrcvi  tho. 
We  ben  but  only  thrc  brethren. 
Shall  we  be  nevir  mo, 

And  thus  haft  thou  yprifounii 
The  bclW  of  us  all ; 
Sochc  anothir  brothir  as  thou 
Evil  mote  him  befall ! 

Sir  Dec,  fcidd  the  falfc  knight. 
Now  letd  be  thy  cars ; 
By  God  for  thefe  thi  wordis  be 
Shalld  farin  the  wors. 

Now  to  the  kibg'ia  prifbun  he 
Is  lefully  ynome. 
And  thcr  he  (hall  abidin 
Untill  the  juftice  come. 

But  parde,  feidc  Sir  Ote  tho, 
Bcttir  it  fhuU  ybe 
Ibiddin  him  unto  nuynprife 
And  that  thou  grauntc  mc, 

Untill  the  next^  ittting  ihall 
Come  of  deliveraunce, 
And  than  Icte  Gamelyn  fairely 
yftondin  to  his  chaunce. 

Brothir,  in  fochc  a  forcwardc 
I  takin  him  to  the, 
And  by  thy  fadir*is  foul^ 
That  the  begat  and  me. 

If  that  he  be  not  right  redy 
Whan  that  the  jullice  fitte. 
Thou  (haltc  berin  the  judgement. 
For  all  thy  grettc  wit. 

I  grauntin  it  wele,  fcide  Sir  Ote, 
That  it  (hall  fo  ybe  ; 
^etitb  delivir  him  anon. 
And  takin  him  to  me. 

Tho  Gamelyn  was  delivered 
To  Sir  Ote  his  brothir. 
And  that  night  ydwellid  in  fere 
The  ton  wiUi  the  tothir. 

On  the  morow  fcide  Gamelyn 
Unto  Sir  Ote  the  hend. 
My  brothir,  he  feidc,  forfothe 
I  mote  from  the  wend. 

To  lokin  how  my  yong?  men 
In  wode  ledin  their  lif. 
And  whethir  that  they  liven  now 
)n  joie  or  elles  in  ftrif. 
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Be  God,  tho  anrwerid.Sir  Qtc, 
That  is  a  cold^  rede, 
Now  I  fe  that  aUe  tbe  cark 
Shall  foUin  on  mj  hede ; 

For  \rhan  that  the  juJUce  fictith. 
And  thou  be  not  yfound 
I  (hall  anon  be  takui,  and 
In  thy  fledc  be  yboond. 

Brothir,  tho  feidd  Oamf  lyn, 
Difmayd  the  right  noght,  * 
For  be  Seint^  Jame  in  GaU», 
That  many  man  hath  fought. 

If  fo  that  God  Almighty  bold 
Me  my  lif  and  my  wit 
I  wolld  ben  thefe  right  redy 
Whan  that  the  juftice  fit. 

Than  feide  Sir  Ot<  to  Gam^lyn, 
God  (hcldd  the  fro  ihame ! 
Comith  whan  that  thou  icift  tyme, 
And  bring  as  out  of  blame. 

Now  lithinith  and  leftinith,  , 

And  holdith  you  right  fUU, 
And  ye  ihulle  herin  how  that  . 

Gamelyn  had  his  will. 

Anon  Gamelyn  wentiii  hit 
Way  undir  the  wode  rife. 
And  he  yfondd  there  playing 
His  yongd  men  of  prife. 

Tho  was  this  yoilgd  Gamilyn 
In  bcrt  right  glad  inow 
Whan  that  he  fond  kit  Jp^  men 
Undir  the  wodi  bow.      .jV 

GamHyn  and  his  yoDgrmeii 
YtaUudin  in  fere. 

And  they  all  hadd^  right  gikle  game 
Their  maiftir  for  t*  here. 

His  men  told  hiki  of  aventuret 
Which  that  theyjiad  yfound, 
And  Gamelyn  told  them  agen 
How  he  was  h£t  ybound. 

All  the  while  chat  Gam^Iyn  was 
Outlaw  had  he  no  curs ; 
There  ne  was  no  moa  that  for  him 
Ylierid  ought  the  wors. 

But  abbotis  and  prieuris. 
And  monkis,  and  chanon ; 
In  them  forfothe  ne  laft  he  noght 
Whan  er  he  might  them  nom. 

While. Gamelyn  and  his  yong  men 
Ymad^  mirthis  ryve. 
The  falf?  knight  his  own  brothir, 
£TiI  mot^  he  thryve ! 

For  all  this  white  he  waft  about. 
Both  one  day  and  othir. 
On  purpofe  for  to  hire  the  queft 
To  hanein  his  brothir. 

GamJlyn  ftodinon  a  day. 
And  round  him  he  beheld 
The  wild  wo£s  and  the  ihawit 
Within  the  wild^feld: 

He  thoughtin  upon  his  brothir, 
How  that  he  him  behete 
Tliat  he  ywokUnbe  redy 
Whan  that  the  juiUcc  fete  ; 


He  thoughtin  wd^  that  he  wolde, 
Withoutin  more  delay, 
Ycomin  afore  the  juIUce 
For  to  kepin  his  d»y ; 

And  fcid^  to  his  yong^  men. 
Now  dightith  you  full  yare. 
For  whan  that  the  'jdkice  fittith 
We  mote  ncdis  be  there ; 

For  I  am  undir  a  borow 
Until  that  I  comin. 
And  my  brothir  inftede  of  me 
To  prifon  ihal  be  nomin. 

Be  Scint  Jame,fbide  his  yong^  men, 
And  that  thou  rede  thereto, 
Ordeinith  how  it  flialM  be. 
And  it  fhall  fo  be  do. 

While  Gamelyn  wasyeomin^ 
There  that  the  jufUce  fatt 
The  falfid  knight  his  owA  brothir 
Forgattin  he  not  tha^. 

To  hire  the  meini  oA  hit  queft 
To  hangin  his  brothir, 
And  though  thei  haddd  not  that  con 
He  woldo  ban  that  othir. 

Tho  comith  yongc  Gam^yn 
From  undir  the  wode  rife. 
And  he  broughtin  along  with  him 
His  yongd  men  of  prife. 

I  fe  wcle,  feid^  Oamdlya, 
The  juftice  isyfettc; 
Go  thou  afom  us,  Adam,  and 
Lok^  ho#  that  it  fpette. 

Adam  went^  into  the  Hall, 
And  loki4*U  about. 
And  he  isf^  there  yftondd  tho 
LordiMTit  grette  and  ftout, 

An^ir  Ote,  Gamclyn*is  brothir^ 
Yfcrterid  wele  faft ; 
Tho  wentin  Adam  out  of  Halt 
As  he  werin  agaft. 

Adam  feide  to  Gaifei^lyn, 
And  to  his  felawes  all. 
Sir  Ote  yftondith  (ctterid 
Within  the  Mot^  Hall. 

Seide  Gamelyn,  ff  God  g^e  «i| 
Grac^  wcl  for  to  do 
He  (hallin  it  ahegge  anon 
That  him  broughtin  thereto. 

Then  feidin  Adam  Diipencer, 
That  lokkis  haddin  hore, 
Chrift*is  curfe  mote  he  bavin 
That  boundin  him  fo  fore. 

And  if  thou  wilti,  Gamdiynt 
Doin  aftir  my  rede. 
There  is  none  in  t^e  Hall^  that 
Shall  here  aweie  hu  hcde. 

Adam,  tho  feid^  Gam^lys^ 
We  woU^  not  do  fo; 
We  woU  lie  only  the  giltif. 
And  lat  the  othir  go. 

I  will  my  felye  into  the  HaU,  , 
And  hire  the  juftice  fpcke. 
And  on  all  them  that  ben  gilttj^ 
I  wolhi  ben  jiwreke. 
*  Oii^^ 
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Lat  none  efcapin  at  the  dore ; 
Take,  yongc  meind,  yeme, 
For  I  woUe  ben  the  juftice 
This  day  domU  to  deme. 

Pray  God  fpede  me  this  ilk  dai 
At  this  my  newe  wtrke! 
And  Adam,  comith  thon  with  me. 
For  thou  ihalt  be  my  clerke. 

His  meine  all  anfwerid  hiniy 
And  bad  hym  don  his  befi,  * 

And  if  thou  to  us  have  nede 
Thou  (halt  fyndin  us  preft  ; 

For  we  woU^  ftondin  with  the 
Whilis  that  we  may  dure, 
.  And  but  that  we  werkin  manly 
Payith  us  then  no  hure. 

Yongd  men,  feidt  Gam^lyn, 
So  mot  I  wele  y  the, 
As  ye  a  right  trufty  maiilir 
•ShuUc  findin  of  me. 

And  rightd  thereat  the  jnftice 
Ylattin  in  the  Halle, 
In  wente  tho  ypng  Gam^lyn 
Boldly  amonges  them  all. 

Gam^lyn  let^  unfettir 
His  brothir  out  of  bend ; 
Thanfeidi  to  him  Sir  Otis, 
His  brothir  that  was  hende, 

Thou  haddift  almoft,  Gamelyn, 
Dwellid  away  to  long. 
For  the  qucft^  is  ygon  put 
pn  me  that  I  ihulde  honge, 

Brothir,  tho  feid^  Gam^lya, 
God  gcYe  me  gode  reft. 
This  gode  day  they  ihuU  ben  hongtd 
That  ben  upon  the  queft ; 

And  Uiereto  the  juftice  both^, 
That  is  the  jugg£  man, 
And  eke  the  (heriff  Qur  brothir. 
For  through  him  it  began. 

Than  feide  yongd  Gamelyn 
Unto  the  falfe  juftu^, 
How  is  thi  powir  at  an  end, 
Vou  muft  nedis  arife. 

Thou  haft  ygeyin  domis  that 
Ben  evil  all^dight; 
I  wolle  fettin  in  thi  fete. 
And  dreflin  them  aright. 

But  the  juftice  fattin  ftilU, 
And  roof^  not  anon. 
And  Gamelyn  with  his  fwerdd 
Clevid  his  chekd  bone. 

Yonge  Gamelyn  toke  hwp.  in  his 
Armis,  and  no  more  fpak, 
But  threw  him  ovir  the  barrd,   . 
And  his  armd  to  hrtk, 

Durft  no  one  unto  Gamelyn 
Say^  nothing  but  god^. 
For  fere  of  die  gret  company 
That  withoutin  yftode. 

Gamelyn  fatte  himi  adoup 
Inthejuftic'isftede, 
(Herkcnith  now  of  the  bourdi 
That  Gainclyn  tho  ^edc) 


And  Sir  Ot^  by  him  hp  fatte, 
And  Adam  at  lua  fete. 
And  whan  Gatt^yn  the  yong  waa 
^atte  in  the  juike  fete. 

He  lete  fette  the  juftice 
And  his  falfe  brothir. 
And  letd  them  come  to  the  barre 
The  ton  with  that  otbir. 

Whan  Gamelyn  had  thus  ydon^ 
Haddin  he  tho  no  reft- 
Till  that  he  had  enq^eridwho 
Wenn  upon  the  queft. 

For  to  demin  his  brothir  dere, 
Sir  Ote,for  to  be  honge, 
£r  that  he  wifte  which  they  were 
It  thoughte  him  full  longe. 

But  al  fo  fone  as  Gamelyn 
Wifte  where  that  thei  were 
He  didde  theni  evenchonc 
Fetterin  faft  in  fere. 

And  brings  them  unto  the  barre. 
And  fette  &em  in  vewp  : 
By  uiV^M^  feidd  the  juftice. 
The  (heriffiaa  flirewe. 

Than  feid^  yonge  Gamelyn 
Unto  the  falfe  juiUce, 
Thou  haftd  ger^  thy  domii 
Al  of  the  worft  affife; 

And  the  twelve  iifourii  tha^ 
Werin  of  the  inqueft 
TTiey  fliullc  ben  honejd  this  day. 
So  God  geve  me  goflfteft. 

Than  feide  the  IheflS  pitouily 
To  yongc  Gamelyn, 
My  Lord,  I  crie  the  mercie, 
Brothir  arte  thou  myn. 

Therefore,  feid^  yonge  Gom^Ip, 
Havd  you  Crift*8  curfe. 
For  if  thou  werin  maifttr  yet 
Shuldin  I  hr^  worfe. 

But  for  to  mak^  fliort  my  Tale, 
And  not  to  tary  longe. 
He  ordeynid  him  there  a  queft 
Of  his  own  men  fo  ftrong. 

The  falfe  juftice  and  the  ftierlff 
Bothd  were  hongid  hie. 
To  weyvin  there  with  the  ropis. 
And  with  the  winde  drie. 

And  als  the  twelve  fifooris, 
Sorow  havd  that  rekk, 
AU8  they  werin  yhongid 
Fullfaftebythenekk. 

Thus  endid  hath  the  falfe  knlghl 
With  all  his  trecherie. 
That  evir  hadd^  lad  his  life 
In  falfenefs  and  folic. 

He  was  hongid  up  by  the  neki 
And  nought  by  the  purfe. 
That  was  the  mede  that  he  had  haddd 
From  his  fadir'is  curfe. 

Sir  Ote  was  the  eldift  tho. 
And  Gamelyn  was  yonge. 
They  wentin  with  their^li-endisi  an^ 
Paflidin  to  the  king 
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They  madio  pece  with  the  king^ 
or  the  bdlc  afllfe ; 
1  he  king  loTid  Sir  Otd  wel^, 
And  mmde  him  a  jnftice. 

Aftirthe  king  made  GamMfn, 
Jkthi  in  eft  and  weft, 
The  chcfe  juftice  and  ridcre  of 
Alld  his  fre  foreft. 

Alle  his  wight  yonge  men  the  king 
Forgafin  them  their  gilt. 
And  iithen  in  gode  office  the  king 
Hath  ail^  them  ypilt. 

Thus  hat  wan  yong^  Oamelyn 
Hislond^  and  hislede, 
And  wrake  of  him  his  enemies. 
And  qoyt^  them  their  mcde. 


And  Sir  Ote,  hishrothir  dere, 
Ymade  him  hath  his  heir. 
And  fithin  weddid  Oamelyn 
A  wife  both  gode  and  faire. 

They  lividin  togidir  wele 
Whilst  that  Chriftd  wolde. 
And  fithin  that  was  Oamelyn 
Ygravin  undir  molde : 

And  fo  fhalU  we  all^  here; 
May  there  no  man  yfle 
God  hringin  us  unto  the  joic 
That  evir  fiiuU  ybe ! 


TAm  endUi  tie  Ifgend  of  Gamelym,  called  Tbt  Cti/s  Tali, 
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HERE   BEGINNETH 


THE  PLOWMAN'S   PROLOGUE, 


Thi  Plowman  plucked  up  his  plowe 
Whan  midfomer  mone  was  comen  in. 
And  faied  his  beftcs  (hould  etc  inowe. 
And  lige  in  mSe  ap  to  the  chin  : 
Thei  l^n  f^ole  both  oxe  and  cowe, 
Of  *hem  n*isleft  but  bone  and  flcinne ; 
He  ihoke  of  (here,  and  cooltcr*  off*  drowe» 
And  honged  his  harnis  on  a  pinne. 

He  toke  his  tabarde  and  ftaffe  eke, 
And  on  his  hedde  he  fet  his  hat. 
And  faied  he  would  Saind  Thomas  feke. 
On  pilgrimage  he  voth  forth  plat ; 
In  fcrippe  he  bare  bothe  bred  lekes ; 
He  was  folfwonke  and  all  forfwat : 
Men  might  have  fene  through  both  his  cheket. 
And  every  wang  tothe  where  it  fat. 

Our  Hofte  behelde  well  all  about,'  ' 
And  (awe  this  man  was  funne  ibrent ; 
He  knewe  well  by  his  ftngid  (hout. 
And  by  his  clothes,  that  were  to  rent. 
He  was  a  man  wont  walke  about. 
He  n'as  not  aye  in  cloifter  pent, 
Ne  couthe  religioufliche  lout. 
And  therefore  was  he  full  ill  flient. 

Our  Hofte  him  axed.  What  man  art  thou  ? 
Sire  Mode,  (quod  he)  I  am  an  hine. 
For  I  am  wont  to  go  to  plow. 
And  erne  my  mete  yet  that  I  dine : 


To  fwette  and  fwinkc  I  make  avowe. 
My  wife  and  babes  therewith  to  finde. 
And  fcrvin  God  and  I  will  how, 
But  we  lende  men  yben  fiill  blinde  : 

For  derkes  faie  we  (hullin  be  fain 
For  ther  livelod  to  fwette  and  fwinke. 
And  thei  right  nought  us  g^ve  again 
Neither  to  etc  ne  yet  to  drmk« ; 
Thei  mowe  by  lawe,  as  that  thei  fain. 
Us  curfe  and  dampne  to  hell*is  brinke  ; 
And  thus  thei  puttin  us  to  pain 
With  candlis  quient  and  bell'is  cUnke.  ^ 

Thei  make  us  thrallis  at  their  lull. 
And  fain  we  mowe  not  els  be  laved  ; 
Thei  have  the  come  and  we  the  duft  ; 
Who  gainfay«B  then  they  iaye  he  raved. 
What,  man  !  (quod  oiu*  Hofte)  canft  thou  prechc  ?. 
Come  nere  and  tel  fome  holy  thing. 
Sir,  quod  he,  I  herd  onis  teche 
A  preeft  in  pulpit  gode  preching. 

Sale  on  quod  he,  I  the  befeche. 
Sir,  I  am  redy  at  your  bidding. 
I  praie  that  no  man  me  rcproche 
While  that  I  am  my  Tale  telling. 

Thiu  auktb  the  Fnkgtu^ 
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HERE   FOLOWETH 


THE  FIRST  PART  OF  THE  TALE* 


A.  roLL  fterne  ftrief  is  fHrrid  newe, 

^V  foodry  fedis  that  ben  fewc ; 
It  femith  that  fome  ben  unfoande. 
For  fomc  be  grctc  growin  on  grounde, 
Some  ben  fooMe,  nmple  and  fmaU : 
Whether  of  *hem  is  falfir  founde 
The  falfir  foule  mote  him  bifall. 

That  one  fide  is  that  1  of  tell 
Popis  cardinals,  and  prelates, 
Parlbns,  monkis,  and  freris  fel!, 
Prionrs,  abbotes,  of  grete  eftates; 
Of  heTcn  and  hell  thei  kepe  the  yeates, 
And  Peter's  fuccciTours  ben  all. 
And  this  is  demid  by  old  dates ; 
But  lalfhed  fonle  m9!e  it  befaU. 

The  othir  iide  ben  pore  and  pale, 
And  peple  ypot  out  of  preie. 
And  femin  caitiffes  fore  a  oale. 
And  er  in  one  without  enprefe 
Idepid  LoUers  and  Londlefe  ; 
Who  tothech  on  'hem  thei  ben  untall  i 
Thei  beri  arayid  all  for  pcce. 
But  falihed  foule  mote  it  befall 

Many  a  countrey  have  1  fought 
To  knowe  the  falfir  of  thefe  two, 
But  aye  my  traTaile  was  for  nought 
All  fo  feiTC  as  I  have  ygo. 
But  as  I  wandrid  in  a  wro^ 
Within  a  wode  befidc  a  wall. 
Two  fonlis  fawe  I  fitting  tho. 
The  falfir  foule  mote  him  befall. 

,  Thaf  one  did  plcte  on  the  Pope's  fide, 
A  Griffon  of  a  nimme  ftatore ; 
A  Pellicane  withoutin  pride 
To  thefe  Lollers  ylaied  his  lore ; 
He  mtifed  his  znattir  in  mefure 
To  couoiaile,  Cbrtft  ay  gan  he  call ; 
The  Griffon  Ihewed  as  (harpe  as  fire, 
But  faUhed  foule  mote  it  befall. 

♦  A  complaint  sjtaiali  tb«  prjde  and  coTetoufhcft  oflhc 
clcrgr,m«*le  uu  doubt  by  C  •auccr.fay^  the  editor  oi  Lluu- 
cer't  WorU  printed  for  Jd.  Ullp  st  Z;n4fl»,  X.  Z).  »©0i. 
Vrry^ 


The  Pellicane  began  to  preche 
Bothe  of  mercie  and  of  mekenefie. 
And  iaied  that  Chrift  fo  gan  us  teche.  * 
And  meke  and  niercisd>le  gan  blefle : 
The*  Evangcly  berith  witnefle 
A  lambe  he  likenetk  Chriik  ovre'  all. 
In  tokening  that  he  mekift  was 
Sith  pride  was  out  of  hevin  falL 

And  fo  Ihonld  erery  Criftcned  be, 
PriefUs  and  Peter's  fuccefiburs^ 
Beth  lowliche  and  of  lowe  degre. 
And  ufin  none  yerthly  honours, 
Ne  croune  ne  curious  covertours, 
Ne  pilloure  ne  other  pronde  pall, 
Ne  to  cofnn  up  grete  trefours, ' 
For  falihed  foule  mote  it  hchXL 

PneiUs  ihould.for  no  cattill  plede» 
But  chaften  'hem  in  charite, 
Nc  to  no  battaile  fliould  men  lede 
For  inhaunfing  ther  owne  degre, 
Nat  willin  fittinges  in  hie  fe. 
No  foTerain^e  in  hoos  ne  hall. 
Worldly  woHhip  defie  and  flc ; 
Who  willeth  highnes  foule  (hall  iaSX. 

Alas  I  who  maie  ibche  lain  Ais  call 
That  wilnith  welde  yerthly  honour  I 
Lowe  as  Lucifere  ibche  ihaU  fall. 
In  baleful!  blacknefle  build  ther  bonre 
That  eggith  peple  to  erroure. 
And  makith  them  unto  'hem  thrall ; 
To  Crift  I  holde  ibche  one  tndtour  ; ; 
Lowe  as  Lucifer  foche  (hall  fall. 

That  willith  to  be  kingis  peres. 
And  higher  than  the  Emperour, 
And  fome  that  werin  but  pore  freret 
Now  woUin  waxe  a  warriour ; 
God  ne  is  not  ther  goTemour 
That  holdith  none  his  permagall. 
While  coye'tife  is  ther  coniailour; 
All  foche  falihede  mote  nedis  fall. 

That  hie  on  horfe  willith  to  ride 
In  glitterande  golde  of  grete  araic. 
Painted  and  poctiid  alle  in  pride, 
(  No  common  knight  maie  go  fo  gaie^ 


Chaunge  of  clothing  every  daie. 
With  goldiQ  girdilt  grete  and  iixiall. 
As  boiftous  as  is  here  at  baie ; 
AH  foche  falihcde  mote  nedis  fall. 

With  pride  punifhith  thei  the  pore, 
And  fome  one  thei  fuflain  with  fale. 
Of  holie  churche  makith  an  hore. 
And  fill  ther  wombe  with  wine  and  ale ; 
With  money  fille  thei  many  a  male. 
And  chafirin  chuichis  when  thei  fall, 
And  telle  the  peplc  a  leude  tale ; 
Soche  falfe  faitours  foule  *hcm  befalL 

Thei  fede  of  many  manir  metes. 
With  fong  and  folas  fitting  long. 
And  filleUi  ther  wombe,  and  fafte  fretes, 
And  from  the  mete  unto  the  gong, 
And  aftir  mete  with  harpe  and  fong. 
And  eche  man  mote  *hem  Lordis  cadi. 
And  hotc  fpicis  evir  emong ; 
Soche  falfe  faitours  foule  *hem  befall. 

Miters  thei  werin  mo  than  two 
Iperlid  as  the  qnen*is  hedde, 
A  ftafife  of  golde,  and  pirrie  lo  ! 
As  hevie  as*  it  were  made  of  ledde ; 
With  clothe  of  gold  bothe  new  and  redde, 
With  gUtterande  gold  as  grene  as  gall. 
By  dome  thei  damjpne  men  to  be  dedde ; 
All  foche  faitours  foule  *hem  befalL 

And  Crift'is  peple  proudly  curfe 
With  brode  boke  and  braying  bell. 
And  to  put  pennies  in  ther  purfe 
Tlici  woU  fell  bothe  hevin  and  hell : 
In  ther  fentence  and  thou  wilt  dwell 
Thei  wiUin  gclTe  in  ther  gaie  hall. 
And  though  the  foth  thou  of  *hem  tell 
In  the  grete  curfing  (halt  thou  fall. 

That  is  ybleffid  that  thei  blefie. 
And  curfid  that  thei  curfin  woll. 
And  thus  the  peple  thei  opprefle. 
And  have  ther  lordlhippis  at  full ; 
And  many  be  merchauntes  of  woll. 
And  to  purs  pennies  woll  come  thrall. 
The  pore  peple  thei  al  to  pull ; 
Such  falfe  faitours  foule  'hem  befall, 

Lordis  alfo  mote  to  'hem  loute, 
Obeyfaunt  to  ther  brode  bleiling, 
Thei  ridin  with  ther  royal  route 
On  a  courfir  as*  it  were  a  king. 
With  fadle  of  golde  glittering. 
With  curious  hameis  quaintly  crallit, 
Stiroppis  gaie  of  golde  maftling ; 
All  fuche  falihed  foule  nuy  befal  it. 

Chriftes  Minifters  clepid  thei^bene, 
And  rulin  al  in  robberie. 
But  Antichrifte  thei  fervin  dene, 
Attirid  al  in  tirannie, 
WitnefTe  of  John  his  prophecie ; 
Antichrifte  is  ther  admirall, 
Tiffelers  attired  in  trecherie ; 
Al  fuche  faitours  foule  *hem  befall. 

Who  faith  that  fome  of  'hem  may  (inne 
He  fhal  be  domid  to  be  ded  ; 
Some  of  *hem  wollin  gladly  winne 
Al  ayeflU  that  which  God  forbed. 
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Al  Holieft  they  depe  ther  hed. 
That  of  ther  rule  is  full  regall ; 
Alas  that  evir  thei  ete  bred ! 
For  al  fuch  falihed  wol  foule  fall 

Ther  bed  covitith  al  honour. 
To  be  worihipped  in  worde  and  dede, 
Kingis  mote  to  him  knele  and  coure,    . 
To  the*  apoftles  that  Chrift  fprbedc  : 
To  Popis  belle  fuch  take  more  hede 
Than  to  kepe  Chriftes  conunanndement. 
Of  gold  and  filvir  ben  ther  wede, 
Thei  holde  him  hole  omnipotent. 

He  ordaineth  by  his  ordinaunce 
To  parifiie  prieftis  a  powere. 
To'  anothir  a  gretir  avaunce, 
A  gretir  point  to  his  miftere ; 
But  for  he*  is  highift  in  erth  here 
To  him  referveth  he  many*  a  point. 
But  unto  Chrift,  that  hath  no  pcre, 
Refervith  he  no  pin  no  joynt. 

So  femith  he  abovin  all. 
And  Chrift  aborin  him  nothinge. 
Whan  that  he  fittith  in  his  fiall 
Dampnith  and  favith  as  him  thinke ; 
Suche  pride  tofore  hie  God  doth  ftinJie  : 
An  angel  bad  John  to*  him  not  knde. 
Only  to  God  to  do  his  bowinge ; 
Soche  worihip-willers  mote  ill  fele. 

Thei  ne  cl^  Chrift  but  SamOM^  Dtus^ 
And  clepe  ther  bed  SamBijpmmts 
All  they  that  fuche  a  fede  fewis 
I  trowe  thei  taken  *hem  amiife  : 
In  erth  here  they  bavin  ther  blifle, 
Ther  hie  maftir  is  Bdiall ; 
Chrift  his  pore  peple  from  'hem  wiiTe, 
For  al  fuche  ^e  will  foule  befalL 

Tliey  mowm  both  ybinde  ahd  lofe. 
And  all  is  for  ther  holy  life  ; 
To  iave  or  dampne  they  mowen  chofe  ; 
Bctwcne  *hem  now  is  a- grete  ftrife ; 
Many'  a  man  is  killed  with  a'knife 
I'o  wete  which  bavin  lordihip  (hall ; 
For  fuche  Chrift  fu£frid  woundis  five» 
For  all  fuche  fiaJihcd  will  foule  fall. 

Chrift  faid,  ^m  gUdie  percutit^ 
Withfwerde  furely  he  (hall  die ; 
He  bad  his  priefkis  pece  and  grith. 
And  bad  *hem  not  drede  for  to  die, 
And  bad  them  be  both  flmple*  and  ftiey 
And  cark^  not  for  no  cattcll, 
And  trufte  on  God  that  fittith  on  hie. 
For  al  falfe  fhal  fuU  foule  befall. 

Thcfe  wollin  make  men  to  fwere 
Ayenft  Chrift 'is  commaundiment. 
And  Chrift*is  members  al  to  tere. 
On  rode  as  he  were  new  yrent ; 
Suche  lawes  thei  maken  by  aflent, 
Eche  on  it  trowith  as  a  bail. 
And  thus  the  pore  be  fully  fhent. 
But  falihed  foule  it  ftiulle  befalU 

Ne  ufin  thei  no  fimonie. 
But  felle  churchis  and  priories, 
Nc  they  ufin  to  none  envie. 
But  curfin  al  *Bem  contraqfs, 
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And  hirith  men  by  daies  and  yeres 
With  ftreogth  to  hold  'hem  in  ther  ftall. 
And  colic  all  thet  advarfaries,    ^ 
Thcrfore  falihed  foule  thou  them  fall. 

With  porfe  they  pArchafe  perfonage^ 
With  punc  thei  payin  *hem  to  plede. 
And  men  of  warre  thei  wqHin  wage 
To  bring  ther  enemies  to  dcde, 
And  lordls  livis  they  wol  lede^ 
And  mnchil  take,  and  give  but  finally 
But  he*  it  fo  get  from  it  ihal  fhcde. 
And  make  fuche  falfe  right  foul^yfall. 

They  halowe  nothing  but  for  hire, 
Nc  churche,  ne  font,  nc  veftiment. 
And  make  orders  in  every  ihire. 
Bat  prieftis  pay  for  the  parchment ; 
Of  riatonrs  they  taken  rent,  * 

Therwith  they  imere  th^lhep'is  Ikall, 
For  many  churches  ben  fnfpent; 
All  fuche  falihed  foule  it  befaf^ 

Some  livith  not  in  lecberie, 
3lt  haunte  wenchis,  widovrs,  and  wiveti 
Aid  pnniih  the  pore  for  putre, 
Tliemfelfe  it  ufeth  al  ther  livtt  ; 
And  but  a  man  to  them  him  (hrivet 
To  hcrin  come  he  nevir  (hall. 
He  (halbe  curicd  as  be  catives; 
To  hel  thei  laine  that  he  fhal  fall. 

Tber  was  more  mercy*  in  Maximfee, 
And  Nero,  that  never  was  gode. 
Than  there  is  nc^  in  fome  of  them 
Whan  he  h^th  on  his  fiirrid  hode ; 
They  folowe  Chrifl  that  fhede  his  Mode 
To  heven,  as  bticket  to  the  wall ; 
Sache  wrechis  yben  worfe  thaj^vode. 
And  al  fuche  faitours  foule  ^mmUL 

They  give  ther  almis  to  the  nwf 
To  mainteynoors  and  men  of  lawe, 
For  to  lohiis  they  wol  be  fk^* 
And  harlots  fonne  not  ifitfWe  an  hawe ; 
Sothiaibiefls  alle  fuche  han  Cawe ; 
They  kembe  ther  cRfkettes  vrith  cirif^all, 
A]id*drede  of  God  they  have  doune  drawe ; 
Al  foche  faitouri  foule  *hpm  befall. 

They  make  parfons  for  the  pennie^ 
And  canons  and  their  cardinals ; 
Unnethe  amongfi  *hem  al  is  any 
That  ne  hath  glofed  the  gofpel  fals. 
For  Chrift  made  ner  no  cathedrals, 
Ne  with  him  was  no  cardinall 
Witha  redde  hatte,  as^ifc  minftrals; 
But  f  aUhed  foule  mote4t'  befall. 

Ther  tithing  and  ther  oJBfring  bothc 
They  demith  1%  poffeffion,^* 
Nc  thcrof  n'il  they  none  forgo, 
Bat  robbin  men  as  a  raunfome  : 
The  tithing  of  iar^  lucrMm 
With  thefc  maifters  is  veniall ; 
Tiihinge  of  bribry  and  larfon 
WiU  make  falfhed  fuU  fonle  to  fall. 

They  takin  to  fcrme  ther  fompnours 
To  harme  the  peplc  what  they  may, 
To  pardoners  and  falfe  faitours 
?Vi  fell  ther  fclcs  I  dvc  wall  fay, 


And  all  to  holdin  gret  arraie. 
To  multiplie  *hem  more  metall. 
They  drede  fill  litcl  dom'is  day, 
Whan  al  fuche  falihed  ihal  foule  falL 

Suche  harlottes  (hul  men  difclaunder. 
For  that  they  fhullin  make  them  gre. 
And  ben  as  proud  as  Alexander, 
And  fain  to  the  pore  Wo  be  ye  ! 
By  yere  eche  pricft  ihal  paie  his  fc 
For  to  encrefe  his  lemmans  call ; 
Suche  herdis  (hul  wel  ivil  the, 
And  al  fuche  falfe  ihal  foule  befall. 

And  if  a  man  be  falfely  famed,  .         ^ 
And  wol  ymake  purgacioun. 
Than  wol  the*  officers  be  agramed. 
And  aflSgn  him  fro  toun  to  toun ; 
So  nede  he  muft  payin  raunfome. 
Though  he  be  clene  as  is  chriftall,  * 

And  than  have  anabfolution ; 
But  al  fuche  falfe  ihal  foule  befall. 
^  Though  he  be  giltie  of  the  dtdc. 
And  that  he  may  the  money  paie, 
Al  the  while  his  purfe  wol  yblede 
He  may  ufe  it  fro  day  to  day. 
The  biinopes  officers  gone  gay. 
And  this  g^ame  they  ufe  ovir  all. 
The  poBfi  to  pil  is  al  their  pray ; 
But  alKhe  falfe  ihul  foule  befall. 

Alas!  G(^^rdained  no  fuche  lawe, 
Ne  no  fucl^j^afte  of  covetife. 
But  he  forbad  it  by  his  lawe  ; 
Suche  rulers  mowen  of  God  agriit^ 
For  al  his  rulis  ben  rightwife  : 
Thefe  newe  pointis  ben  pure  papall,      ^ 
And  Godd^is  bwe  they  all  difpice. 
And  al  fuche  faitours  ihul  foule  fall. 

They  faine  that  Peter  had  the  key 
Of  heven  and  hel,  to  have  and  holde; 
I  trowe  Peter  toke  no  money 
For  no  finnis  that  he  yfolde : 
Suche  fucceflburs  yben  to  bolde. 
In  winning  all  ther  witte  they  wral, 
Ther  confcience  is  waxin  colde. 
And  al  fuch  faitours  foul  *hem  fall» 

Peter  was  ncr  fo  grete  a  fole 
To  leve  his  key  with  fuche  a  loreH, 
Or  take  fuche  curfid  foe  or  tole. 
He  was  advifid  nothing  well ; 
I  trowe  they  haVe  the  key  of  heU^       « 
Their  maiftir  is  of  that  marihall. 
For  there  thei  dreffin  *hem  to  dwell. 
And  wi|h  falie  Lucifer  to  fall. 

Thei  ben  as  proude  as  Lncifarre, 
As  angry  and  as  envious ; 
From  a  gode  faith  they  ben  ful  farre  ; 
In  cove*tife  they  ben  curious ; 
To  catche  catil  as  covitous 
As  hofende  that  for  hungre  wol  yall,. 
Ungodly  and  ungracious; 
And  nedely  fuche  falfe  ihal  foule  fall. 

The  Pope,  and  he  were  Peter's  hcire, 
'bJU  thinke  he  errith  in  this  cafe. 
Whan  choifc  of  biihop*s  in  difpaire 
To  chofin  *hcm  in  divers  place^ 
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A  lordc  (hal  write  toliim  for  grace, 
For  his  derke  anonc  prayc  he  £all. 
So  fhal  he  fpedin  his  purchafr* 
And  al  fuchc  fialfe  foulc  'hcmbcfalL 

Although  he  can  nc  manir  godc 
A  lord'is  prayir  fbal  be  fpedde, 
Though  he  be  wjldc  of  wil  or  wodc, 
Nat  underftanding  what  men  rcdde, 
A  leudc  boftir,  that  God  forbeddc. 
As  godc  a  bifhoppc*  is  my  horfe  Ball; 
Suchc  a  Pope  is  full  foule  bcftcde, 
And  at  the  lafte  wol  foule  j^lL 

He  makith  prieftes  for  crthly  thanke, 
And  not  at  all  for  Chrift'is  fake ; 
Suche  that  yben  ful  fat  and  ranke, 
To  foul'is  helc  none  hede  they  take; 
Al  iswel  done  what  er  they  make, 
For  they  ftial  anfwere  ones  for  all ; 
For  world*is  thank  fuch  worch  and  wake. 
And  al  fnche  falfe  (hal  foule  befall. 

^uchc  that  can  nat  yfay  t^cr  credc 
With  prayir  fliul  be  made  prelates, 
Nothir  can  thei  the  gofpell  rede, 
Suche  fliul  now  weldin  hie  eftates ; 
The  hia  godes  frendfhip  *hem  makes, 
Thei  totith  on  thcr  fumme  totall ; 
Suche  here  the  keyes  of  hcITis  yates. 
And  all  fuche  falfe  flial  foulc  beftiU. 

Thei  forfakin  for  Chrift'is  love    fe, 
Travaile,  andhungre,  thurftc,  andwdc; 
They  ben  ordrid  or  al  above 
Out  of  youthed  til  they  ben  olde ; 
By  the*  dpre  they  go  nat  to  the  folde, 
To  helpe^her  Ihcpc  they  nought  traval. 
For  hirid  men  al  fuche  I  holde, 
And  al  fuche  falfe  foulc  *hem  befall. 

For  Chrift  our  King  thei  wol  forfake. 
And  knowe  him  nought  for  his  povcrte. 
For  Chriik*is  love  they  wol  awake. 
And  driiike  piement  ad  aperte  : 
Of  God  they  feme  nothing  aferde. 

As  lufty  live  as  Lamual, 

And  drive  ther  Ihepe  into  dcfert ; 

Al  fuche  falfe  faitours  (hul  foulc  fal. 
Chrift  yhad  twelve  apoftlcs  here, 

Nowe  fay  they  Thcr  may  be  but  one 

That  may  not  erre  in  no  manere. 

Who  leve  not  this  ben  loft  echone  : 

Peter  erridj  fo  did  not  John  ; 

Why  is  he  cleped  the  Principall  ? 

Chrifte  cleped  him  Peter,  not  the  Stone ; 

Al  falfe  faitours  foule  'hem  befal. 
Why  curfin  they  the  croifery 

Chrift'is  Chriftian  creturis  ? 

Forbytwene  them  is  now  envy 

To  be  enhauniid  in  honours ; 

Chriftin  livers  with  ther  labours, 

For  they  levin  on  no  mortal,' 

Ben  do  to  dcth  *with  diflionours, 

And  al  fuche  falfe  foule  *hcm  bcfal. 
What  knoweth  a  tilloure  at  the  plowc 

The  Pop'is  name,  and  what  he  hate  I 

His  crcde  fttlfifeth  to'  him  inowe, 

And  knoweth  a  cardi'nal  by  his  hattc^ 
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Rough  is  the  pore  onrightly  latte. 
That  knowith  Qlnft  his  God  royal; 
Suche  maters  DV«ot  vrorth  a  gnatte. 
But  fuche  falfe  hiionn  foule  "hem  fal. 

A  king  (hal  kncle  and  kilTe  his  fhowe, 
Chrift  let  a  ftnfhl  kiffe  his  fete. 
Me  thinke  he  holdeth*liim  hie  inowe. 
So  Lucifer  did,  that  hie  fet : 
Suche  one  me  thinke  htmfelfe  foryet. 
Or  to  the  trouth  he  waS  nat  cal : 
Chrifte  that  fuffirid  woundis  wete, 
Shall  make  all  fuche  falfhed  foule  falL 

They  layith  out  ther  larg.   nettes 
For  to  takin  filvir  and  golde, 
Thei  fiWip  coffers,  and  fackes  fettes 

?he^as  they  fouGs  catchin  fliolde  ; 
her  fervauntes  be  to  them  unholde. 
But  they  can  doublin  thcr  rentall ; 
To  bigge  'hem  caftlcs  bigge  'hem  holde ; 
And  al  fuche  falfe  fAUe  'hem  befalL 
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To  accorde  what  this  word-  fall 
No  more  Engliflic  nc  can  I  finde. 
Shewing  anothir  nowe  I  ihall. 
For  I  have  moche  to  faye  behinde,       * 
How  prieftis  han  the  fieple  pinde. 
As  curteis  Chrifte  yhath  me  kinde. 
And  put  this  ^ttotm  my  minde. 
To  make  thiflpftirniien  amende. 

Shortely  to  QLflide  'hem,  and  ftiewe  nowe 
How  wrongfully  they  werche  and  walke. 
Of  hie  God  nothing  teHf.nc  howe, 
Bot  in  Goddcs  worde  teU^nany  a  balke» 
In  hamis  holde  'hem  and  in  halke, 
And  prechen'  of  tithis  and  offrende, 
And  untruely  of  the  golpel  talke; 
For  his  mercy  God  it  dqende  ! 
What  els  is  Antichrifte  to  faic 
But  even  Chrift'is  adverfaric  ? 
Suche  hath  now  ben  many  a  daic 
^'o  Chrift'is  bidding  ful  contrarie, 
That  from  the  trouthc  clenc  y  warry  ; 
Out  of  the  way  they  ben  y  wende. 
And  Chrift'is  peple  untruly  cary ; 
God  for  his  pitie  it  amende! 

They  live  contray^/o  Chriftes  ^, 
Ih4ue  pride  againft  mekCnefte, 
Againft  fuftraunce  they  ufin  ftrife. 
And  angre  ayenft  fobrencffe, 
Ayenift  wifedom  wilfulnefle ; 
To  Chrift'is  talis  litil  tendc, 
Againft  mefurc  outrigioufnefte ; 
But  whan  God  wol  it  may  amende. 

Lordely  life  ayenft  lowlinelfc, 
A^^d  dentin  al  without  mercf , 
And  covetife  aycnfte  largeffe, 
Ayeoift  trovthe  trcchcry, 
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Aod  ayenift  almeflie  envy ; 
Ayeoift  Chrift  tfaej  comprehcsde » 
^or  duftite  mamtcine  lcchc*ry ; 
God  £or  bitgnce  riiis  amende ! 

Againftpcnannce  the!  ufe  delightes, 
A jcnft  fum^nnce  ftrong  defence, 
Ajrenft  God  they  ufm  iU  rightes, 
Ajenift  pitk  pimiihaientca. 
Open'  evil  ayenft  continence ; 
Ther  wickid  winning  worfe  difpende, 
6obiniefle  fcttc  in  to  difpencc  ; 
Godl^  his  godcneflie  it  amende ! 

Whydcimin  they  holy*  hit  powcre. 
And  wrangUn  ayenft  al  his  heiles  ? 
t  ■  Hii  liYing  folowe  thci  nought  here, 
I   Bot  livin  worfe  than  witlcUe  beftes ; 
Of  fiihe  and  flejhe  they  lovin  feftes ; 
As  lordif  thei  ben  bro4e  ikeode ; 
Of  Godd*is  pore  thci  hatin  geiles ; 
God  for  his  mercy  this  amende ! 

With  DiTet  fuche  (hai  have  ther  dome. 
That  (aine  that  they  be  Chrift'is  frendei. 
And  do  nothing  as  they  ikould  done, 
,  Al  fttcbeben  fadfir  than  ben  fendca  : 
On  the  pcple  they  ky  fuche  bendet 
A»God  in erth  they  h«n o0eode; 
Snccourfor  fuch  Chriftc  now  feod  us, 
Aod  for  his  mercy  this  amende  ! 

A  token'  of  Antichrift  they  b*( 
His  careckcs  ben  now  wtds  iknowe, 
ReccTcd  to  preche  ibal  no  man  be 
Without  tokin  of  him  1  trowe : 
Eche  Chriftin  prteft  to  prechin  owe. 
From  God  above  thei  ben  yfende 
Godd«  word  tp  sU  folke  fpr  to  Ihowe, 
•AndXhftil  man  for  to  amende. 

Chrift  lent  die  por^  for  to  preche, 

kThc  royal  riche  he  did  not  fo, 
^ow  dare  no  pore  the  peplc  tcche. 
For  A^chrift  is  al  ther  foe; 
Among  the  peple  he  mote  go. 
He  hath  biddin  ^  focl»  fufpende. 
Some  hath  he  hent,  aid  thmketh  yet  mo ; 
But  al  this  God  may  wel  amende. 

Al  tho  th»t  ban  the  worlde  forfake. 
And  Evin  lowly,  asGodbadde, 
Into  dier  prifon  ihuUe  be  uke, 
Betb  and  boondis,  and  forth  ladde  : 
Hereof  I  rede  no  man  be  dradde, 
Chrift  laid  that  bisAould  be  yihende ; 
£che  man  ought  hereof  to  be  gladde. 
For  God  fill  wel  k  wol  amende. 

They  take  on  'hem  royall  power. 
And  fay  they  baTin  fwerdis  two. 
One  cnrfe  to  bel,  one  fie  men  here  : 
At  his  taking  Chrift  had  no  mo. 
Yet  Peter  had  but  one  of  tho. 
And  Chrift  to  him  fmite  gan  defcnde. 
And  into  the*  iheth  badde  put  it  tho  ; 
And  al  fuche  mifcheves  God  ^*^n)4r  ! 

Chrift  bad  Peter  to  kepc  his  ftiepe. 
And  with  his  fworde  forbade  'hem  fmite  ; 
Swerde  b  no  tele  with  fbepe  to  kepe, 
But  to  fliephcrdcs  that  ftiepe  wdl  bite  j 


Me  thinke  fuche  fl^herdesben  to  wite 
Who*  ayen  ther  fticpe  with  fwerde  contendc  ; 
They  drive  ther  fhcpc  with  grete  defpite ; 
But  al  this  God  may  well  amende. 

Peter's  fucceJTot'.ret  be  thei  nought 
>^1)om  Chrift  ymade  his  chefe  paftoure ; 
A  fwerde  no  fhepherde  niin  ought 
But  he  would  fle  as  a  bochoure  : 
Who  fo  were  Peter's  fucceffoure 
Should  here  his  fhepe  til  his  backe  bende. 
And  (hadowe  'hem  from  every  fhoure  ; 
And  al  this  God  may  wel  amende. 

SucceiTours  to  Peter  ben  thefe 
In  that,  that  Peter  Chrifte  forfoke. 
That  levir  had  God's  love  to  lefe 
Than  fhepherde  had  to  lefe  his  hoke ; 
"iie  cuUeth  the  fhepe  as  doth  the  cokef 
Of  *em  takin  they  woU  untrende. 
And  falfely  glofe  the  Gofpell  boke ; 
God  for  his  mercy  them  amende ! 

Whan  Chrift  had  take  Peter  the  kaj 
Chrift  faide  he  muft  ydie  for  man ; 
That  Peter  to  Chrift  gan  withfay, 
Chrifte  bad  him  Go  behinde,  Sathan  : 
Suche  counfailours  many*  of  thefe  ban. 
For  world'is  wele  God  to  ofiende  ; 
Peter's  fucceffours  they  ben  than 
But  al  fuche  God  may  wel  amende. 

For  Sathan  is  to  fay  no  more 
But  he  that  contrary  to  Chrift  is. 
In  this  they  Icrnin  Peter's  lore, 
They  fewin  hina  whan  he  did  mifle ; 
They  folowe  hi|a  forfoth  in  this 
That  Chrift  would  Peter  reprehende» 
But  nat  that  longith  to'  hevin  bliffe ; 
God  for  his  merde  'hem  amende ! 
^  Thei  none  apofUe  fewen,  in  cafe 
Of  ought  that  I  can  underftonde. 
But  him  that  betraieth  Chrift,  Judat,  * 

That  bare  the  purfe  in  every  londe. 
And  al  that  he  might  fette  on  honde 
Hehidde  and  ftale,  and  it«iifpende : 
His  rule  thefe  traitours  ban  in  honde  ; 
Almighty  God  all  fuche  amende ! 

And  at  the  laft  his  lorde  gan  tray 
Curfidly  through  falfe  covetifc. 
So  would  thefe  traine  him  for  money 
And  they  ywiftin  in  what  wife ; 
They  be  fikre'  of  the  fcle  cnfife. 
From  all  fothneffe  they  ben  yfrende. 
And  covetifc  chaunge  with  quentife ; 
Almighty  God  al  fuche  amende ! 

Were  Chrift  upon  erth,  here  efte  fonc, 
Thefe  wouldin  dampn^  him  to  die ; 
All  his  hcftis  they  ban  fordone, 
And  faine  his  fawes  ben  herefie ; 
Ayenft  hia  commaundementes  they  crie. 
And  dampnin  all  his  to  be  brende. 
For  thei  ne  like  fuche  lofcngric ; 
God  Almighty  all  fuche  amende  ! 

Thefe  han  more  might  in  Englande  here 
Than  hath  the  king  and  all  his  lawe. 
They  han  purchafid  fuche  powere 
i  To  tftkin  'hem  v/hom  lift  not  knawc. 


%%4 


THE   PLOWMAN'S  TALE. 


And  fay  that  herefie'  is  ther  fawc. 
And  fo  to  prifon  wol  *hem  fcnde ; 
It  was  not  fo  by  eldir  dawe ; 
God  for  his  merqf  it  amende ! 

The  king*islawe  wol  no  man  deme 
Angerliche  withoutin  anfwcre. 
But  if  any  man  thefe  mifqucme 
He  (hall  be  baighttd  as  a  here, 
And  yet  wel  worfc  they  wol  him  tcrc, 
And  in  prifon  wollin  him  pcnde 
In  ginis,  and  in  othir  gerc ; 
Whan  that  God  woll  it  may  amende. 

The  king  ne  taxith  nat  his  men 
But  by  aifent  of  the  conmii'nalte, 
But  thefe  eche  yere  wol  raunfom  'hem 
MaiiUrfuUy,  more  than  dothe  he  : 
Ther  felis  by  ycire  bettir  be 
*   Than  is  the  king'is  in  eztende, 
Ther  officers  han  gretir  fe ; 
But  alle  this  mifchefe  God  amende ! 

Who  fo  wol  proye  a  teftament 
That  is  nat  al  worth  tenni  pounde, 
He  ibal  paye  for  the  parchcment 
The  thirde  of  the  money  all  rounds ; 
Thus  the  pore  peple  is  ranfounde. 
They  fay  fuche  psute  t*em  fliould  apende. 
There  as  they  gripen*  it  goeth  to  grounde ; 
God  for  his  mercy  it  amende  ! 

A  fimple  fornication 
Twenty  (hillingis  he  (hall  pay, 
And  than  have  abfolucion 
And  al  the  yere  ofe  it  he  may  : 
Thus  thei  lettin  *hem  go  aftray ; 
Thei  recke  nat  though  the  foule  be  brende ; 
Thefe  kcpin  evill  Peter's  kay ; 
And  al  fuche  ihepherdes  Goid  amende  ! 

Wondir  is  that  the  parliamente, 
And  all  the  lordis  of  this  londe, 
Here  to  takin  fo  lite  entente 
To  helpe  the  peple*  out  of  ther  honde, 
For  thei  ben  hardir  in  ther  bonde, 
Worfe  bete,  and  cruelUc7brendc, 
Than  to  the  king  is  underftand ; 
God  him  helpe  this  for  to  amende  I  . 

What  biihoppes,  what  religions, 
Han  in  this  lande  as  muche  lay  fe, 
Lordeihippis  and  pofleffions. 
More  than  lordis  it  femith  me ; 
That  makith  'hem  lefe  chaxite : 
"Hiey  mowin  not  to  God  attende. 
In  erth  thei  have  fo  highe  degre ; 
God  for  his  mercy  it  amende ! 

The  Empe'rour  yafe  the  Pope  fomtlme 
So  high^  lordeihip  him  about. 
That  at  the  laft  the  fely  kime 
The  proude  Pope  yput  him  out. 
So  of  this  relme  is  in  grete  dout ; 
But,  Lordes,  beware,  and  them  defcnde. 
For  nowe  thefe  folke  be  wondir  ftoutc ; 
The  king  and  lords  now  this  amende. 

nu  nditb  tbefccmde  farft  of  this  TaU,  anihtretfler 
/•Itwetbtbitbirdi. 


MorsES  lawe  forbode  ittho 

That  preflis  ihould  nolordihippcs  weldf, 

Chrifi'is  gofpell  biddith  alfo 

That  they  ihouldno  lordfhippis  hclde  ; 

Chriftes  apoftels  were  ncr  §o  bolde. 

No  fuche  lordihippes  to  'hem  embrace. 

But  flclere  ther  ihepe  and  kepe  ther  folde; 

May  06d  amende  'hem  for  his  grace ! 

Foi  thei  1^  ben  but  counterfete, 
Men  may  yknow  'hem  by  ther  fruitc, 
Ther  gretenefle  maketh  'hem  God  foryete. 
And  take  his  mekeneife  in  defpite; 
And  thei  were  pore  and  had  but  lite 
Thei  n*old  nat  dcmcn'  aftir  the  face, 
Noriihe  ther  (hepe,  and  'hem  nat  bite ; 
May  God  amende  *hcm  for  his  grace ! 

Griffon, 
What  canft  thou  preche  ayenfi  chinont 
That  men  ydepin  Seculere  ? 

PtUkam, 

Thei  ben  curates  of  many  tonne^ 
On  yerth  they  havin  grete  powere. 
They  have  grete  prebendis  and  dcri. 
Some  two  or  thre,  and  fome  have  mo, 
A  parfonage  to  ben  playing  fere. 
And  yet  thei  ferve  tne  king  alfo. 

And  let  to-femi  all  that  fare 
To  whom  that  wot  mofte  give  iherfore » 
Some  wollin  fpcnde,  and  fome  woUfpare^ 
And  fome  wol  laye  it  up  in  ftore ; 
A  cure  of  foule  they  care  not  fore. 
So  that  they  mowin  money  take ; 
Whethir  ther  foules  be  wonne  or  k>re 
Ther  profites  they  woll  not  forfake.  ' 

They  have  a  gedcringprocuratoury 
That  can  the  pore  peple  enplede. 
And  roble  'hem  as  a  ravinour. 
And  to  his  lorde  the  mooy  lede. 
And  catche  of  quicke  and  eke  of  dette. 
And  richin  him  and  his  lorde  eke. 
And  to  robbe  the  pore  give  gode  rede 
Of  olde  and  yonge,  of  ho\t  and  ficke. 

Therwith  they  purchafe  *hem  lay  fe 
In  londe,  there  as  'hem  likith  beft. 
And  buildin  brode  as  a  cite 
Both  in  the  eft  and  in  the  weft ; 
To  purchafe  thus  they  ben  ful  preft. 
But  on  the  pore  they  woll  nought  fpende / 
Nc  no  gode  give  to  Godd'is  geft, 
Ne  fende  him  fome  that  all  hath  fende. 

By  ther  fervice  foche  wollin  live,- 
And  truft  that  othir  to  trefure ; 
Though  all  ther  pariflie  die  unihrive 
Thei  woll  nat  givin  a  rofe  floure  ; 
Ther  life  ihould  be  as  a  mirrour 
Both  to  lerid  and  leude  alfo, 
And  teche  the  folke  ther  lele  labonf ; 
Sochc  maiftcr  men  ben  all  mifgo. 

Some  of  'hem  yben  full  hard*  niggcv. 
And  fome  of  *hem  ben  proude  and  gaie. 
Some  fpendin  ther  gode  upon  gigges. 
And  findin  'hem  of  grete  aratc* 
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Alas !  what  thinke  theftf  men  to  fade 
That  thut  difpendin  Godd*is  gode  ? 
At  the  grete  dredefuU  dom^is  dale 
Soche  wretchis  (hall  he  worfe  than  wode^ 

Some  ther  ctiurchis  nevir  oe  flc, 
Ne  ner  o  penle  thidir  fende; 
Thongh  that  the  poie  for  hunglr  die, 

0  penic*  on  'hem  will  tnci  not  Ijpcndc  J 
Hare  thci  receiving  of  the  rente 

Thci  recke  net  of  the  remenaunt ; 

Alasl  the^ievill  hath  clene  *hem  blente} 

Soche  one  is  SathaneB.fojournaunt. 

And  u£e  horcdome  and  harlottrie. 
And  covetifc,  and  pompe,  and  pride. 
And  flothe,  and  wrathc,  and  eke  enviey 
Andfewin  iiDne  by  every  fide; 
Alas !  where  thinkin  foche  t*  abide  > 
How  woll  thei  ther  accomptis  ycld  ? 
From  hie  God  thci  mowe  'hem  not  hide ; 
Soche  willers  witte*  is  not  worth  a  nelde; 

Thei  bcn.fo  rolid  in  richelTe 
That  Chrift*is  povcrt  is  foryct ; 
TGervid  with  fo  many  mefTc 
Hem  thinke  that  manna  is  no  mete  : 
All  is  gode  that  thei  mow  in  gete ; 
Thd  wenc  to  livin  evirmore  ; 
Bat  whan  that  God  at  dome  is  fi.te 
Soche  trefour  is  a  fcble  ftore. 

(Jnnethis  mote  thei  matins  faie 
For  counting  and  for  courtholding. 
And  yet  he  jang^ilith  as  jaie, 
ADd under(k>nt  himfelf  nothing; 
He  woll  yfcrvc  bothe  erle  and  king 
For  his  finding  and  for  his  fe, 
And  hide  his  tithing  and  ofiring; 
This  i^  a  fcbR  charity. 

Othir  thci  ben  proude  or  pove'tousi 
Or  dies  thei  ben  hard  or  hungrie, 
Or  thci  ben  libc*rall  or  lecherous 
Or  els  medlers  -with  marchandrie, 
Maintciners  of  rhcn  with  maiilrie. 
Or  ftewardei,  countours,  or  plcdours, 
And  fcnre  God  in  ypocrific; 
Soche  prieftisben  Chriftes  falfe  traitoors. 

Thei  ben  falfc,  thci  ben  vengeablc, 
Andbegile  men  in  Chrift'is  name  ; 
Thci  ben  unftedfaft  and  unftablc ; 
Totraie  ther  Lorde  'hem  thinke  no  (bamc  3 
To  fenrin  God  thci  ben  full  lame ; 
Codd'is  thevis,  and  falfely  ftelc, 
And  faliely  Godd'Is  wordc  defame ; 
Ja  winning  is  ther  world'is  wcle. 

Antichrift  thefe  pricftis  ferve  all^ 

1  praie  the  who  maic  iayin  Naic  ? 
With  Antichrift  fochq  Ihullin  fall, 
Thci  folowen  hfm  in  dedc  and  fate; 
Thei  fenrin  him  in  richc  araie. 

To  ferrin  Chrift  foche  falfely  t^ini 
Why  at  the  dredfuU  domls  daie 
Sholl  thei  not  folowe  him  to  pain  ? 

That  knowen  'hem  felf  that  thei  docn  ill 
Ayenft  ChrilTis  commaund  mem, 
And  amende  'hem  ner  nc  will. 
But  ferve  Sathaq  by  ojic  affcntw 
Vol.  I,       •  ^ 


Who  fayith  fothe  he  (hall  ht  (henf, 
Or  fpeketh  ayenft  ther  falfe  livings 
Who  fo  well  livith  fliall  be  brent. 
For  foche  ben  gretir  than  the  king; 

Popis,  biftiops,  and  cardinals, 
dhanons,  and  parfons,  and  vicare. 
In  Goddes  fervicc  I  trowe  ben  fals 
That  facramentis  fellin  here. 
And  ben  as  proude  as  Lucifere  : 
Eche  man  loke  whctbir  that  I  lie  | 
Who  fo  fpekith  ayenft  ther  powcre 
It  (hall  be  holdin  hercfie. 

•"Lokith  how  many  orders  take 
bnely  of  Chrift  for  his  fcrvice. 
That  the  world'is  godis  forfakc  ; 
Who  fo  take  ordifs  othir  wife 
1  trowe  that  thei  ihall  fore  agrifc. 
For  all  the  glofd  that  thci  conne. 
All  ne  fewin  not  this  aftife ; 
In  eviU  time  thei  thus  bcgonnc. 

Loke  how  m^f  emong  hem  all 
Ne  holdin  not  this  hie  waie 
With  Ariiichrift  thci  Ihullin  fall. 
For  that  thei  wollin  God  bctraie  : 
God  amende  *hen^,  that  beft  ymaie  ! 
For  many  men  thei  makin  (hende  ; 
Thei  wetin  well  the  fothe  I  faie. 
But  the  devill  hath  foule  'hem  blendr. 

Som  of  'hem  on  ther  churchis  dwell 
Apparailled  pbrely ;  proude  of  pofte ; 
The  feven  facramcntes  thci  docn  fell ; 
In  cattcU  catching'  is  ther  comfort : 
Of  eche  mattir  thei  woUijl  raellt 
To  docn  'Jiem  wrong  is  ther  difport ; 
To  afraTe  the  peple  tnci  ben  fell, 
And  hold  'hern  lo^^er  than  doeth  the  Iorde« 

And  for  the  tithing  of  a  duckc, 
Or  of  an  apple  or  an  aie, 
Thei  make  men  fwere  upon  a  boke  ; 
Lo !  thus  thci  foulin  Chrift'is  faie  : 
Soche  berln  evill  hcviu  kaic  ; 
Thci  mowin  aftbiie,  thci  mowe  (hrivc. 
With  mennis  wivis  ftrongly  plai<?, 
And  with  true  tillers,  fturtc  and  ftrive. 

At  the  wreftling  and  at  the  wake. 
And  the  chief  chauntonrs  at  the  nalc. 
Market  beters,  and  mcdlin*;  make, 
Hoppen*  and  hoiitin  witli  hcvc  and  hale  ; 
At  faire  freftie,  and  at  wind  ftalc, 
Thei  dine  and  drinke,  and  make  dcbatCi 
The  feven  lacramcntcs  fct  a  faile ; 
Kcpc  foche  the  kales  of  hcvin  gate  ? 

Mennis  wivis  thei  wolllii  hold, 
And  though  that  thci  ben  right  fory. 
To  fpeke  thei  ftiull  not  be  fo  bold, 
For  fompning  to'  the  confiftory. 
And  make  ^hcm  faie  with  mouthc  I  lie  ^ 
Though  thei  it  fawin  with  ther  eye 
His  lenmian  holdin  opinly 
No  man  to  hardc  to  aflcc  why. 

He  woll  have  tithing  and  ofiring 
Maugre  whofoevir  it  grutchc. 
And  twife  on  the  daie  he  w*^'    1ng  i 
Godd'it  prie^  ne  were  ncA<  Sif:hic  | 
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With  your  glofe  and  yo\ir  herefie, 
For  ye  can  live  no  bettir  life 
But  clene  in  fals  hypdcrifie. 
And  bringift  the  in  wo  and  ftrife. 
And  therwith  have  ye  not  doen^ 
"For  ye  ne  bavin  here  ne  cure  ; 
Ye  lerve  the  deviJI,  not  God  ne  man. 
And  he  fliall  payin  y«u  yOir  hire ; 
For  ye  wol  farin  wel  at  feftes. 
And  be  warm  clothid  for  the  cold^ 
Thcrfore  ye  glofm  Godd'is  heilci. 
And  bcgile  peple  yong  and  old. 

And  all  the  fevin  faciamente* 
Ye  fpckc  ayenft  a*  yc  were  flie^ 
Tithings,  offringcsy  with  your  cntcntesy 
And  on  your  Xx)rd*i»  body  lie  i 
All  this  ye  doen  to  live  in  efe. 
As  who  fayith  thcr  ben  none  fochey 
And  fain  The  Pope'  is  not  worth  a  pcfe^ 
To  make  the  peple'  ayen  him  groche. 

And  this  yctommith  in  by  fendcs 
To  bring  the  Ckriftin  in  diftanncc. 
For  thei  .would  that  no  man  were  frendetr 
Lcvith  thy  chattring  with  raiickaunce  ! 
K  thou  live  well  what  wilt  thou  more  ? 
Let  othir  men  live  at  'hem  lift, 
Spcndin  ther  gode  or  kepe  m  ftore  ; 
Othir  mennes  confcience  ner  thou  n'iH. 

Ye  ban  no  cure  to  anfwere  fore  ; 
What  meddle'  ye  that  ban  hot  to  doen  I 
Let  men  live  as  thei  ban  doen  yore^ 
For  thou  (halt  anfwere  for  no  man* 
The  Pellican  fayid.  Sir,  naie, 
)  ne  difpilid  not  the  P«pe 
Ne  no  facram^nt,  fothe  t*  faic, 
dut  fpeke  in  charite*  and  gode  hope  : 

But  I  difpife  thcr  hii  pride, 
Thcr  welthc  that  (bould  be  pore  in  fpritc; 
Ther  wickidnefle  is  knowe  fo  wide» 
Thei  fervin  God  in  faife  habite. 
And  toumin  mckencirc  into  pride. 
And  lowtineffe  into*  hie  degre, 
And  Godd'is  wordis  toume  and  hidc,> 
And  I  am  moved  by  charito 

To  letthi  men  to  Hvin  fo 
With  all  my  conning  and  my  might. 
And  to  wamin  men  of  thcr  wo. 
And  to  tclUn  'hem  trputh  and  right. 
The  facramentes  be  foul'is  hclc 
If  thei  ben  ufid  in  gode  ufc ; 
Ayenft  that  fpeke  I  n?r  a  delo^ 
For  than  ne  were  I  nothing  wife  ; 

But  thei  that  ufc  'hem  in  mi0e  maAefe', 
Or  fet  'hem  up  to  any  fale^ 
I  trowe  thei  fball  abie  'hem  der« ; 
This  is  my  refon,  this  my  tale  : 
Who  (o  takcth  hem  unrightful)  icho 
Ayenft  the  ten  commandementes. 
Or  elles  by  glofe  wrechidlichc 
8eUeth  any  of  the  facraniantes, 

I  trowe  thei  doe  the  dcvill  homage,' 
In  that  thei  wctin  thei  doc  wrong. 
And  thcrto  I  jJarc  well  to  wage 
Thei  fervc  Sathan  for  all  their  fong. 


To  tithen'  and  o0re*  is  hoUbme  i2fiv 
So  it  be  doen  in  due  manere, 
A  man  to  houfelin  and  to  (hrive. 
Wedding,  and  all  othir  in  fere. 

So  it  be  m>ther  (bide  ne  bought, 
Ke  take  ne  give  for  covetife, 
And  it  be  fo  taken'  it  is  nought; 
Who  fcUcth  him  fo  male  lore  agrife  : 
On  our  Lordes  body'  1  doe  not  lie, 
I  faie  the  fothe  thorough  true  rede, 
Hii>  flcihe  and  blode,  through  his  miilericy 
Is  there  all  in  the  forme  of  brede. 

How  it  is  tbdre  it  nedeth  not  ftrive, 
Whethrc*  it  be  fubget  or  accident. 
But  as  Chrift  was  whan  he'  was  on  live 
So  is  he  there  in  verament. 
If  Pope  or  cardi'nall  live  gode  Uf  e. 
As  Chrift  us  bad  in  his  gofpeU, 
Ayenft  that  n«  woU  I  not  ftrive. 
But  me  thinkith  thei  live  not  well ;   . 

For  if  the  Pope  lived  as  God  beddc. 
Pride  and  highnefte  he  (bould  difpi(e, 
RichcCTe,  covetife,  and  croune  on  bcddc  ; 
Mekenc(re  and  poverte'  he  (hoold  ufc. 
The  Griffon  faied  he  fliovld  abaie, 
Thou  (halt  b«  brent  in  balefiill  fire, 
And  all  thy  fe<ft  1  (hall  difirie ; 
Yc  (hall  be  hangid  by  the  fwire. 

Ye  (hulle  be  hangid  and  to  drawe  : 
Who  givith  you  Icve  for  to  preche. 
Or  fpekin  ayenft  Godd'is  lawe. 
And  the  pcplc  thus  falfcly  teche  ? 
Thou  ftialt  be  curfcd  with  boke  and  bell. 
And  diftevercd  from  holic  churche. 
And  clene  idampnid  into  hell, 
Othirwife  but  ye  wollin  worcke. 

The  Pelli'can  faied.  That  I  ne  drede  ; 
Your  cuHing  is  ^f  lite  value ; 
Of  God  I  hope  to  have  my  mede, 
For  it  is  fa]{h«d  that  ye  (hew^ 
For  yc  b^n  out  of  charite,      \ 
And  wHne  vcng^auoce,  at  did  Nero  : 
To  fuifrin  I  wol  pcdy  be ; 
I  drede  not  all  that  thou  caaft  do. 

Chrift  bad  ones  (uffte  for  his  love. 
And  fo  he  taught  ail  his  fervauntes. 
But  thou'  ameiidc  for  his  fake  above  ; 
I  drede  not  all  thy  maintenaunce ; 
For  if  I  drede  the  world'is  bate. 
Me  thinkith  I  were  lite  to  prai(c  : 
I  drede  nothing  your  hie  eftate, 
Ne  I  ne  drede  not  your  difefe. 

WoUin  ye  tourne  and  leve  your  pride# 
And  your  hie  portQ  and  your  ricbeffc. 
Your  curfmg  fliould  not  go  fo  wide  ; 
God  bring  you  into  right  wifene(re  ! 
For  I  drede  not  your  tirannie. 
For  nothing  that  ye  can  ydoen ; 
I'o  fuffre  I  am  all  redic, 
Sikir  I  rccke  ncvir  how  fonc. 

The  Griffon  grinned  as  he  were  w^de. 
And  lokid  lovely  as  an  owle. 
And  fwojrc  by  cock' is  hertc  and  blode 
He  wold  blni  terc  every  doule ; 
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Holy  churche  thoa  difclaundrift  foule ; 
For  thy  fpeche  1  woll  the  to  race. 
And  make  thy  flefli  to  rote  and  nioule ; 
X^fcU,  thou  (halt  have  harde  grace. 

The  Griffon  flcwe  forth  on  his  waie, 
The  Pellican  did  (It  and  wepe, 
And  to  himfeif  he  gaa  to  faie, 
God  woold  that  any  of  Chrides  (hepe 
Had  herdin,  and  itaken  kepe 
£che  a  word  that  here  fayid  was. 
And  would  it  write  and  well  ikcpe ; 
Cod  would  it  were  all  for  his  grace ! 

Plo%omam, 
I  anfwerid,  and  faicd  I  would. 
If  for  my  travaile  one  would  pey. 

PcUican, 
He  fated  yes ;  thefe  ther  God  han  fold, 
For  thei  han  grete  (lore  of  money. 

TUtoman, 
I  fayid.  Tell  me  and  thou  male. 
Why  tellid  thou  menn*is  trefpace  \ 

Pcttkan. 

He  faid.  To*  amende  hem  in  gode  (Sly. 
If  God  woll  give  me  any  grace ; 

For  ChriA  himfeif  is  liken  to  me, 
That  for  his  peple  died  on  rode ; 
As  hie  I  right  £b  farith  he. 
He  fedlth  hw  hirdes  with  his  blode : 
But  thefe  docn  eviH  aycnft  Gode, 
And  ben  his  fben  imdir  (rendes  face  ; 
I  told  liem  how  ther  Hving  ftode. 
And  God  amende  *hem  for  his  grace ! 

Plotoman, 

What  ailith  the  QrifCon,  tell  ^hy 
That  he  holdith  on  the*^  othir  (ide, 
For  thei  two  yben  likily, 
And  with  kindis  yrobin  wide. 
PeU'uM. 

The  foul^  beto^ith  pride. 
As  Lucifer  that  high  fie  we  was. 
And  (ith  he  did  him  in  ill  hide, 
For  he  agilted  Godd*^s  grace.  , 

As  btrde  fiyith  up  in  \^  aire. 
And  livith  by  birdes  that  ben  mcke. 
So  thelie  ben  flowe  up  ia  difpaire,  , 
And  (hendin  fely  foulis  eke ; 
The  foulis  that  bco  in  finnes  eke 
He  cnlleth  'hem ;  knele  therfore,  alas ! 
For  bribric  Godd'is  forbode  breke  ,- 
But  God  amende  it  for  his  grace  { 

The  hinder  parte  is  a  louo, 
A  robber  and  a  raviner. 
That  robbeth  the  peple  in  yerth  doune. 
And  in  yerth  holdith  none  his  pere  : 
So  fareth  this  foule  both  ferre  and  nere. 
With  tempo'rel  (Irength  the  peple  chafe. 
As  a  lion  proude  in  ycnh  here ; 
^lay  God  amende  'hem  for  his  grace ! 


PeltkoH, 
He  flewe  forth  with  his  wingts  twain 
All  drouping.  and  dadd,  and  dull. 
But  fone  the  Griffon  came  again. 
Of  his  foulis  the  yerth  was  filll; 
The  Pelli*can  he  had  caft  to  pull. 
So  grete  nombre  ner  iene  ther  was. 
What  minir  of  fouies  telle  I  woU, 
If  God  wol  give  me  of  his  grace. 

With  the  Griffon  come  foulis  fele. 
Ravins,  roki«,  crowis,  and  pie. 
And  graie  foulis,  agadrid  wele, 
Igurde  above  they  wouldin  hie, 
Gledis  and  bofardes  weres  'hem  by. 
White  molles  and  puttockes  tokc  ther  place, 
And  lapwinges,  that  wcl  conith  lie; 
This  company*  han  forlete  ther  grace. 

Ijong  while  the  Pellican  was  oute,  ■ 
But  at  lafl  he  cpmmith  againe. 
And  brought  with  him  the  phcnix  ftoute; 
The  Griffon  would  have  flow  ful  (ainc, 
His  foulis  flewcn  as  thicke  as  raine. 
The  phenix  tho  began  *hcm  chace;  ' 
To  ^ie  from  him  it  was  ip  vaine,  ' 
For  he  did  vcngcaunce  and  no  grace. 

He  (lewc  'hem  dounq  without  mercy  ; 
There  eftarte  neither  fre  ne  thrall ; 
On  him  they  caft  a  ni^iU  qrie 
Whan  that  the  Griffon  doun  was  fall ; 
Ife  bete  him  not,  but  flewe  hfim  all : 
Where  he  *hem  drove  no  man  may  trace  : 
Under  the  erth  methought  they  yali ; 
Alas,  they  had  a  feble  grace  i 

The  Pellican  then  aud  right 
For  my  writing  if  I  have  "blame 
Who  then  wol  for  cie  fight  of  flight  I  .  'l 

Who  ihullin  (heldd  me  from  fliamc^ 
He  that  yhad  a  maide  to  dame. 
And  the  Lambij  that  flaine  ywas, 
'Shal  Iheldln  me  from  goftly  blame. 
For  erthejiy  harme  is  Godd'is  ^jrace^  i 

Therfore  I  pray.cv.^  man 
Of  my  writing  have  mc  cxcufed. 
This  writing  writcth  the  Pellican, 
That  thus  thefe  peple  hath  difpifed; 
For  I  am  freflie  fully  advifed 
I  n*ill  not  maintene  his  menace. 
For  the  devUl  is  oftc  difguifcd 
To  brin^  a  man  to  evil  gr§ce. 

Witith  the  PcUi'can  and  not  mc. 
For  herof  I  n*il  not  avowe 
in  hie  ne  lowc,  ne  no  dcgre. 
But  aa  fable  jtake  it  ye.  mowe. 
To  holy  churche  I  will  me  bowc  ; 
Eche  man  to*  amende  him  Chriftc  fcndc  fpacci 
And  for  my  writing  me  alowe 
He  that*  is  almighty  for  his  grace. 

Hcrt  ensUtb  the  PUtinaiCt  *TaU^ 
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£}»•,  7B^  mery  adventure  of  tbf  PardQnpre  and  Tapjlere  at  tbe  Inn  at  Ca^erbury. 


Whin  all  this  frcfc  feldhip  were  come  to  Cth- 

tirbury, 
As  ye  have  hcrdc  to  fore,  with  Talys  glad  and 

merry, 
^om  of  fotill  fentence  of  Yerttje  and  of  lore. 
And  fom  of  othir  mirthis,  for  them  that  hold  no 
Of  wifdom,  ne  of  holyncs,  nc  of  chivalry,  [ftpre 
Nethir  of  vertuoufe  matere,  hut  to  foly 
l.eyd  wit  and  lufti$  all  to  fpch.japia 
As  hurlcwaypes  meyne  in  every  hegg  that  rapes 
Thorough  unilab^  mynde,   ryght  as   the  Icvis 

grenc 
Stondewn  ageyn  tht  wedir,  ryght  fo  by  them  I 

mcnc  : 
But  no  more  here6f  howe  at  this  ilchc  tyme, 
In  faving  of  ray  fentence,  my  |*rolog,  and  ujy 

ryme. 
They  tokc  thcr  in,  and  loggit  them  at  mydmo- 

rowc  I  trowe, 
AUc  chi^kcr  of  the  hope  that  many  a  man  doth 

knowe ; 
Their  Hooft  of  Southworke,  that  with  them  went, 

as  ye  have  herdc  to  fore. 
That  was  rcwler  of  them  al,  of  las  and  eke  of 

more, 
prdcyncd  their  dyner  wifely  or  they  to  chirch , 

went. 
Such  vitailHs  as  he  fbnde  in  town,  and  for  noon 

othir  fcot. 
The  Pardoncre  behelde  the  beiynes,  how  ftatis 

wer  ifcrvid, 
DHkcnnyng  bym  al  ptively,  and  a  fyde  fwervid  : 
The  hofielcre  was  fo  halowid  ffo  o  plafe  to  an- 
other. 
He  toke  his  ftaffe  to  the  Tapftere  :  Welcom  myn 

own  brother, 
Quod  fhc»  with  a  frcndly  loke,  al  redy  for  to  kys ; 
And  he,  as  a  man  i  lerned  of  fuch  kyndnes, 
Btaryd  hir  by  the  myddyll,  and  made  hir  gladly 

chcrr, 


As  thoughe  ke  had  iknowen  hir  al  the  ntk^ 

yeer : 
She  halid  hym  into  the  tstpftry  the^e  hir  bed  way 

was  makid ; 
Lo,  here  I  ligg,   (quod  (he)  myfelf  al  nygkt  al 

nakid , 
yrithout  manny's  company  fya  my  lo««  wasdede, 
Jenkyn  Harpour,  yf  ye  hym  kncwe :  from  fete 

to  the  hede 
Was  not  a  luilier  perfone  to  daunce  ne  to  kp^ 
Thep  he  was,  thoughe  I  it  fey  :  »nd  therwidi  to 

wcpc 
She  made,  and  with  hir  napron  feir  and  white 

ywaih 
She  wypidfoft  hir  cyen  ft*  teris  that  Ihc  out  bft 
As  grete  as  any  mylftqne :   opward  goo  they 

ftert 
For  love  of  her  fw^tyag,  that  fitt  fo  nlghe  hir 

hert : 
She  wept  andwaylid,  and  wrong  her  hoadis,  and 

n)ade  much  to  done. 
For  they  that  loven  fo  p«flyngly  ftich  trowei  thfy 

have  echon :  ' 

She  fnyfifith,  {igbit|i,  and  fltoke  hire  hede,  acl 

made  rouful  cher : 
B:Hedidu  !  quod  the  Pardooere,  attd  toke  ftit  by 

the  fwerc, 
Yce  make  forwc    inowgh,   quod  hfc,  your  lift 

though  ye  fliuld  tefe. 
It  is  no  wondir,  quod  (he  than;  ttd  therwith  (be 

gan  to  fnefc. 
Aha  !  al  hole,  quod  tiic  Pardoncre ;  your  penxance 

is  fomewbat  piffid. 
Qod  forbede  it  eU !  quod  ihc,  but  It  were  fom* 

whitlaifid; 
I  might  nat  lyve  tls,  thowe  wotift,  and  it  ftuld 

long  endure : 
Now  bleflid  be  God  of  mendcmcntc  of  hclc  and 

eke  of  cure ! 
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Qsod  the  Panlonere  tho  anoon,  and  toke  hir  by 

the  chyone. 
And  iayd  to  hir  thefe  wordis  tho ;  Alas  that  fore 

isfyn! 
So  kynd  a  Jovrr  as  ye  be  oon,  and  io  trew  of 

herte^ 
For  be  my  trcwe  coofcience  ylt  for  yewe  J  fincrte, 
And  ihall  this  month  faereatter,  for  your  foden 

difefe; 
Mow  wele  wer  hym  ye  land  fo  he  eood  yoa 

pWe; 
I  dnrft  fwere  nponabook  that  trewe  he  Ihuld  yewe 

>nd. 
For  he  that  is  fo  yore  dede  -isgxcne  in  ycur  mynd. 
Ye  naade  me  a  fory  man ;  I  dred  ye  wpld  have 

fiervid. 
Crauat  mcrcy»  gentil  Sir,  ^uod  flie,  that  ye  nn- 

afervid: 
Tee  be  a  osbiie.man,  ibleflid  mut  yee  be  : 
Sit  down;  ye  (hul  drynk.     Nay  I  wis  (quod  he) 
i  xmisiStjng  yit,  myne  own  hex  t*is  rote. 
Failyng  yit,  ala& !  quod  ihe ;  therof  I  can  gode 

bote. 
She  0ert  into  the  town  and  fet  apy  al  bote. 
And  fet  to  fore  the  Pardonere ;  Jcnken,  I  wepn 

I  n'ote 
Is  that  your  name  I  yow  ,prcy.    I  wis,  myn  own 

fuftir, 
5o  was  I  enfonned  of  them  that  did  me  foflir. 
And  what  is  yowrs?  Kitt,  iwis;  £0  cleped  me 

my  dame. 
And  Godd*ts  bleifing  have  thow,  Kitt ;  now  broke 

wel  thy  name ; 
And  privylich  unlafid  his  both  eyen  Uddes, 
And  iokid  hir  in  the  vifage  paramour  and  amyddis. 
And  ilghed  there  with  a  litil  time  that  ihe  it  here 

«ygfcte. 

And  gan  to  rown  and  feyn  this  fong,  Now^  Uve, 

then  de  w^  rigbte. 
Fte  and  be  merry,  qucd  ihe ;  why  breke  ye  npwt 

your  fiA  ? 
To  wait  more  fele/bip  it  were  but  work  In  waile. 
AVha  make  ye  fo  dull  chere?  (or  your  love  at 

home? 
Nay,  forfooth,  myne  own  hert,  it  is  for  you  aloon. 
For  me  ?  alas !  what  fey  ye?  that  wer  a  fimple  prey. 
Trewlich  yit,  quod  the  Pardonere,  it  is  as  I  yewe 

fey. 
ye,  etith  and  beth  mery ;  we  woj  fpeke  therof 

ibne; 
B^tmyi  eat  JMitbftir :  it  is  mery  to  be  a  loon ; 
For  by  our  Lady  Mary,  that  bare  Jefus  on  hir 
I  ooud  nevir  love  yit  but  it  difl  me  harm,     [arm. 
For  cvir  my  manere  hath  be  to  love  ovirmuch. 
Now  CriA*is  bleffing^qood  the  Pardonere,  go  with 

al  fuch. 
jLo !  how  the  clowdis  worchyn  ech  map  to  mete 

his  mach. 
For  trewly,  gentil  Criflian,  I  ufe  the  fame  tach. 
And  have  ydo  many  a  yer  :  I  may  it  nat  forbere, 
^or  Kymd  vf«U  ba'ot  Lis  ioun  though  men  the  con- 

Ui»ry  fwcrc : 


And  therwith  he  ftert  up  (xnertly  and  caft  down 

a  grote. 
What  flial  this  do,  gentil  Sir  I  Nay,  Sir,  for  my 
I  n*old  ye  payd  a  peny  her  and  fo  fone  pas.    [cote 
The  Pardoner  fwore  his  grctte  othe  he  wold  pay 

no  las. 
I  wis.  Sir,  it  is  ovir  do,  but  fith  it  is  yowr  will 
I  woU  putt  it  in  my  purfe  left  yee  it  uke  in  ill 
To  refufc  your  curtefy  :  and  therwith  (he  gan  to 

bowe. 
Now  trewly,  quod  the  Pardoner,  yeur  manert 

been  to  lowe. 
For  hadyecountid  {lreytly,and  nothing  left  behind, 
I  might  have  wele  ydemed  that  ye  be  unkind. 
And  eke  untrewe  of  hert,  and  iooner  me  forgetc. 
But  ye  lift  be  my  treforer,  for  we  ihall  offtcr  metf  • 
Now  certen,  quod  the  Tapiler,  ye  h^ve  a  rede  fu| 

even. 
As  wold  to  God  ye  couth  as  wele  undo  my  fweven 
That  I  my  fclf  did  mete  this  nyght  that  is  ypalfid. 
How  1  was  in  a  chirch  when  it  was  all  ymaifid. 
And  was  in  my  devocioune  tyl  (ervice  was  al  doon^ 
Tyl  the  preeft  and  the  clerk  boyftlv  bad  me  goon^ 
And  put  me  out  of  the  chirch  with  an  egir  mode» 
Now  Scynt  Daniel,  quod  the  Pardonere,   your 

fwevyn  turn  to  gode. 
And  I  woll  halibw  it  to  the  heft,  have  it  in  yeur 

mynd. 
For  comyngly  of  thefe  fwevyngs  the  contrary  tneo 

fhul  fynd. 
Ye  have  be  a  lover  glad,  and  litil  joy  yhad ; 
PUck  up  a  lufly  hert,  and  be  mery  and  glad. 
For  ye  ihul  have  an  huibond  that  (hall  yewe  wed 

to  wjrvc. 
That  (hal  love  yewe  as  heitly  as  hi<  own  lyve. 
The  preeft  that  put  yew  out  of  chirch  ihall  lede 

jpu  in  ageyne, 
Andheipe  to  yeur  manage  withal  his  might  and 

niain. 
This  is  the  iwcven  al  apd  fom  Kit ;  how  likith  the? 
Bemytrowith^ondir  wele,bleflid  mut  thou  we  be^ 
Thep  toke  he  leve  at  that  tyme,  tyll  he  come  efitf 

fone. 
And  went  to  his  feleihip  (as  it  was  to  doon) 
Thoughe  it  be  no  grete  holynes  to  prech  this  ilk 

niatere. 
And  that  fom  lift  to  her  It,  yit,  Sirs,  ner  the  latter 
Endurith  for  a  while  and  fuffrith  them  that  woll. 
And  ye  (hull  her  how  the  Tapfter  made  the  Par- 
doner pull 
Garlik  all  the  long  nyghte  til  it  was  ncr  end  d^y  \ 
For  the  more  cherc  ihe  made  of  love  the  falfir 

was  her  lay ; 
But  Util  charge  gafi"  ihe  therof,  tho  (he  acquit  hjs 

while, 
For  ethir  is  thought  and  tent  was  othir  to  begile. 
As  ye  ihul  hete  hcreaftir,  when  tyme  comith  and 

fpafe 
To  mevc  fuch  matcre. — ^But  now  a  litil  fpafe 
I  wol  return  me  ageyn  to  the  company, 
The  Knyghte  and  al  the  feleihip,  and  nothing  for 

'•'y-  p.... 
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Whan  they  wcr  al  ylogrgit,  as  flcil  wold  and  refbn, 
Everich  aftir  his  dcgrc,  to  chirch  then  was  fcfon 
To  pas  ard  to  wend  to  make  their  oiTringis, 
Righte  as  their  devocioune  wa«,  of  (ilver  broch 

andrynges; 
Then  at  chirch  dorr  the  curtcfy  gan  to  ryfc 
Tyl  the  Knyght,  of  gcntihies  that  knewe  right 

wclc  the  guyfe, 
put  forth  the  piclatis,  the  Parfon,  and  his  fere, 
A  Monk  that  took  the  fpryngill  with  a  manly  chere, 
And  did  as  the  manere  is,  ihoilid  al  their  patis 
Everich  aftir  othir,  righte  as  they  were  of  ftatis  : 
The  Frer  feynyd  fetoufly  the  fpryngill  for  to  hold 
'J'o  fpryng  oppon  the  rcmnaunt,  that  for  his  cope 

hen'dM 
Have  laft  that  occupacioune  in  that  holy  plafe, 
So  longid  his  holy  confcience  to  ft  the  Konn'i>  fafe. 
The  Kiiyght  went  with  his  compers  toward  the 

'  holy  Ihrync 
To  do  that  they  wer  coni  for,  and  aftir  for  to 

dyne; 
The  Pardoner  and  the  Miller,  and  othir  Icwdc 

fotes, 
Sought  *hem  felf  in  the  chirch  right  as  lewd  gotes, 
Pyrid  faft  and  pound  Uigh  upon  the  glafe, 
Counterfetyng  gentilmen  the  armies  for  to  blafe, 
piflcynering  faft  the  peyntur,  and  for  the  ftox*y 

mournid. 
And  a  red  al  fo  right  as  rammys  homyd. 
He  berith  a  baiftaff,  quod  the  toon,  and  els  a  ni« 

kid  end; 
Thow  faileil,  quod  the  Miller,  tliow  haft  nat  wel 

thy  mynd ;  "  ' 

It  is  a  fpcre,  yf  thow;  canft  fe,  with  a  prik  toforc, 
To  pufti  a  down  his  enmy,  and  through  the  (houl- 

dcr  bore.  *  * 

Pcfc,  quod  the  Hooft  of  $outhwork ;  let  ftond  the 

wyndow  gfiafid  ; 
Goith  up  and  doith  your  offcrynge ;  ye  fcmith 

half  amafid  : 
Sith  ye  hr  in  company  of  honeft  men  and  good 
Worchith  fomwhat  aftir  them,  and  let  the  kynd 

of  l)rodc 
Pas  for  a  tyhie ;  I  hold  it  for  the  beft, 
Fcr  who  doith  aftir  company  may  live  the  bet  in 

reft. 
Then  paHid  they  forth  boyftly  gogling  with  their 

hedis, 
Knclid  adown  to  fore  the  (brine,  and  hertlich  their 

bcdis 
They  prtyd  to  Scint  Thomas  in  fuche  wyfe  as  they 

couth  ; 
And  fith  the  holy  relikcs  ech  man  with  his  mowith 
KiiUdf   as  a  goodly  monk   the  names   told  and 

tauji^ht, 
And  fith  to  othir  places  of  holynes  they  raugbt. 
And  wer  in  their  devoeioune  tyl  fervice  wer  al 

doon, 
And  fitK  they  drowgh  to  dynerward  ^s  it  drew  to 

noon, 
Th^n,  as  manere  and  cuftom  is,  fignes  there  they 

houkht. 
For  men  of  contrc  ftiuld  know  whome  they  had 

fought. 


Echc  man  fet  hisiilver  in  fuch  thing  as  they  likii^« 
And  in  the  mecu  while  the  Miller  had'  ypikid 
His  bofom  fnl  of  (ignys  of  Caunterbnry  brochi% 
Though  the  Pardoner  and  he  pry  vcly  in  hir  pou- 

'   chis. 
They  put  them  afterwards,  tKat  noan  of  them  it 

wift. 
Save  the  Sompncr  feid  fomwhat,  and  (eyd  to  he 

lift 
Halff  part,   quod  he,  privcly  rowning  on  thdr 

er^; 
Hufht !  pees,  qood  the  Miller,  fcift  thou  na:  the 

Frere, 
How  he  lowrith  undir  his  hood  with  a  doggSb 

eye  ? 
Hit  fliuld  be  a  privy  thing  that  he  coud  nat  afpy ; 
Of  every  craft  he  can  lOTnwJiat  our  Lady  gaw 

hym  forowe ! 
Amen,  tho  quod  the  Sompner,  on  ere  and  eke 

on  morowe  : 
§o  curfid  a  Tale  he  told  of  me  the  dcvill  of  hcH 

hem  fpede. 
And  me,  but  yf  I  pay  him  wele  and  qttyte  wele 

his  mede. 
Yf  it  haphomward  that  ech  man  tell  his  Tale, 
As  we  did  hiderward,  though  we  ftiuld  fet  at  fale 
All  the  fiirewdnes  that  I  can,  I  woll  hym  nothing 

fpare, 
That  I  n*ol  touch  his  takerd  fomwhat  of  his  care. 
They  fet  their  fignys  upon  their  hedes,  and  fom 

oppon  their  capp. 
And  fith  to  the  dynerward  they  gan  for  to  ftipp. 
Every  man  in  his  degre  wifli  and  tokc  his  fete. 
As  they  were  wont  to  doon  at  foper  and  at  mrte. 
And  wer  in  filence  foi  a  tyme  tyl  good  ale  gan 

arife, 
And  then,  as  nature  axith,  as  thefe  old  wife 
KnoWen  wele,  when  veynys  been  fomwhat  re- 
plete, 
The  fpirits  wol  ftere,  anS  alfo  metis  fwete 
Caufen  oft  myrtliis  for  to  be  ymcvid, 
And  eke  it  was  no  tyme  tho'for  to  be  ygrcvid : 
Every  man  in  hb  wyfe  made  hertly  chere, 
Telling  his  felowe  of  fportys  and  of  chere, 
And  of  othir  minhis  that  fellyn  by  the  wey, 
As  cuftom  is  of  pylgryms,  and  hath  been  mac/  a 

dcy. 
The  Hooft  leid  to  his  ere,  of  Southworke  a*  jc 

knowe, 
And  thenkid  al  the  company  both  high  and  lowf, 
So  wele  kepeing  the  covcnannt  in  Southwork  that 

was  made, 
That  every  man  fliuld  by  the  wey  with  a  Tak 

glade 
AH  the  whole  company  in  ihorting  cf  the  wey; 
And  al  is  wele  performed  :  but  tlun  now  thus  I 

That  we  niuft  fo  homeward  eche  man  tel  anotnir. 
Thus  we  wer  accordit,  and  I  ftiuld  be  a  rathir 
To  fet  ye  we  in  govema\ince  by  right  ful  i«g^' 

mcnt. 
Trewly  Hooft,  quod  the  Frer,  that  was  all  oW 

aflent, 
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WUh  a  lib]  mbre  that  t  Ihall  fey  therto  : 
Yce  gratmted  of  yeuf  curtcfy  that  tvc  (httld  alfo 
All  dw  hole  company  fopc  with  yewe  at  nyght  ? 
That  1  trowc  that  it  was  j  what  fey  you.  Sir 

Knyght  f 
It  ihal  Dat  nede,  quod  the  Hooft,  to  axe  no  wit- 

nes; 
Tour  record  i$  good  I  n6wc ;  and  of  ycur  gen- 

tilnes 
YU  I  prey  yew  cfft  ageyn  ;  for  by  Seynt  Thomas 

flirync 
And  ye  woU  hold  covenaunt  I  woll  hold  myne. 
Kow  ircwely  Hooft,  quod  the  Knyght,  ye  have 

right  welyfeyd; 
And  as  towching  my  perfone  I  hold  me  payde ; 
And  fo  I  trowe  that  al  doith :  Sirs,  what  fey  vee  ? 
The  Monk  and  eke  the  Marchaonte  and  al  feid  Ye. 
Then  al  this  aftir-mete,  1  hold  it  for  the  bed; 
To  fport  and  pley  us,  quod  the  Hood,  eche  man 

ashym  left. 
And  go  by  tyme  to  foper  and  to  bed  alfo. 
So  mowe  we  erly  ryfen  our  jomey  for  to  do. 
The  Knyght  arofc  therwithal,  aQd  cad  on  a,£re{her 

gown. 
And  his  fone  anothir,  to  walk  in  the  town, 
'And  lb  did  all  the  remnaunt  that  were  of  that 

aray, 
That  had  their  chaungis  with  them,  they  made 

them  freih  and  gay, 
Sortid  them  togidir,  right  as  their  lufHs  lay. 
As  I  hey  were  more  nfid  travelling  by  the  way.    ' 
The  Knyght  with  his  meyne  went  to  fee  the  walle 
And  the  wards  of  the  town,  as  to  a  knyght  befall, 
Dcriiing  entcntiflich  the  flrengthis  al  about. 
And  apointid  to  his  fone  ^he  perell  and  the  dout 
For  ihot  of  arblaft  and  of  bowe,  and  eke  for  fhot 

of  gonne, 
Unto  the  wardis  of  the  town,  and  how  it  might 

be  wone ; 
And  al  defence  ther  ageyn  aftir  his  intent 
He  dedarid  compendioufly,  and  al  that  evir  he 

mcnt 
He  fone  perfeyvid  every  poynt,  as  he  was  ful  abil. 
To  armcs  and  to  travaiie  and  perfone  covenabill 
He  was  of  all  fa<^ur  aftir  foiirm  of  kynd. 
And  for  to  deme  his  govemaunce  it  fcmed  that 

hismynd 
Was  much  in  his  lady  that  he  lovid  bed. 
That  made  hym  ofit  to  wake  when  he  fbuld  have 

hnred. 
The  Clerk  that  was  of  Ottnforth  onto  the  Somp 

nore  fcyd ; 
Me  (cmeth  of  grcte  clerge  that  thow  art  amayde, 
For  thou  putted  on  the  Frer  in  maner  of  reprcfF, 
That  he  knoweth  falihedc,  vice,  and  eke  a  theff; 
And  I  it  bold  vertuoufe  and  right  commendabill 
To  have  very  knowlecK  of  thinges  rcprovabill ; 
For  who  fo  may  efchew  it,  and  let  it  pas  by. 
And  els  he  might  fall  theron  unward  and  fodenly. 
And  thoughc  the  Frer  told  a  Talc  of  a  Somp- 

nour, 
Thow  oughtid  for  to  take  it  for  no  dimonour. 
For  of  al  craftis  and  of  cchc  Utgre 
They  be  not  al  perfite,  but  fom  nyce  be. 


Lo  !  what  is  worthy,  feyd  the  Knight,  for  t^  ba 

a  clerk ; 
To  fommon  among  us  them  this  mocioune  was  fut 
I  comend  his  wittis  and  eke  his  clerge,       [derke  : 
For  of  ether  part  he  faveth  honefte. 
The  Monk  toke  the  Parfone  then  and  the  grey 

Frer, 
AnApreyd  them  for  cnrtefy  for  to  go  in  fere  : 
1  have  ther  acquaintannce  that  al  this  yercs  thre 
Hath  prcyd  hym-by  his  lettris  that  I  hy(n  wold  fe  j 
And  ye  my  btothir  in  habit  and  in  pofTeilioune, 
And  now  I  am  here  methinketh  it  is  to  doon. 
To  preve  it  in  dede  what  chere  he  wold  me  ratakc^ 
And  to  yew  my  frende  alfo  for  my  fake. 
They  went  forth  togidir  talking  of  holy  matere. 
But  woot  ye  wele  in  certeyn  they  had  no  mind  bn 

waterc 
To  drynk  at  that  tyme, when  they  wer  met  in  fere. 
For  oi  the  bed  that  myght  be  founde,  and  there- 
with mery  chere. 
They  had,  it  is  no  doubte ;  for  fpycys  and  eke  wine 
Went  round  about  the  gadoyn  and  eke  the  ruyne. 
The  Wyfe  of  Bath  was  fo  wery,  (he  had  no  wyl  to 

walk. 
She  toke  the  Prioret  by  the  honde ;  Madam,  wol 

yedalk, 
Pryvely  into  the  garden  to  fc  the  herbes  growe. 
And  aftir  with  our  hod*is  wife  in  hir  parlour 

rowe? 
I  wol  gyve  yewe  the  wyne  and  ye  ihul  me  alfo, 
For  tyl  we  go  to  foper  we  have  naughts  ellis  to  do. 
The  Priores,  as  woman  taught  of  g^il  blood  and 

hcnd, 
Aifentid  to  hir  counfcl,  and  forth  gon  they  wend, 
PalTyng  forth  fodly  into  the  berbery,    _ 
For  many  a  herb  grewe  for  fewe  and  furgery. 
And  all  die  aleys  feir,  and  parid,  and  raylid,  and 

ymakid. 
The  favige  and  the  ifope  yfrethid  and  ydakid. 
And  othir  beddisby  and  by  frefh  ydight. 
For  comers  to  the  hoode  righte  a  fportful  fight. 
Thc'Marchaunt  and  the  Mancipill,  the  Miller  and 

the  Reve, 
And  the  Clerk  of  Oxenforth,  to  townward  gan 

they  nievc. 
And  al  the  othir  meyne,  and  lafft  noon  at  home 
Save  the  Pardoner,  that  pryvelich  when  al  they 

wer  goon 
Sralkid  into  the  tapflry ;  for  nothing  wold  he  leve 
To  make  his  covenaunte  in  certeyn  that  fame  rve  j 
He  wold  be  loggit  with  hir,  that  was  his  hole  en- 

tcntioune. 
But  hap  and  eke  Fortune,  and  all  the  condellaci- 

oune. 
Was  clcre  hym  ageyns,  as  ye  fhnl  aftir  here  • 
For  hym  had  better  be  yloggit  al  nyght  in  a  mycrc 
Then  he  was  the  fame  nyght  or  the  fun  was  up; 
For  fuch  was  his  fortune  he  drank  without  the 

cupp;  • 
But  thereof  wid  he  no  delay ;  ne  No  man  ofvialle 
May  bavt  that  high  coknyn^  to  itinv  'what  Jball  befall, 
Heitappid  into  the  tapftry  wondir  pryvely, 
And  fond  hir  ligging  lir)'long  with  half  flopy 

eyej.  ^- 
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Pourid  fclUch  imdir  hir  hood,  and  £iwe  all  hit 

comyng, 
And  lay  ay  ftiU,  at  naught  ihe  knewe,  but  fejrnid 

hir  flepyng. 
He  put  his  hond  to  hir  breft ;  Awake,  quod  he, 

awake. 
A,  henediciit  I  Sir,  who  wiil  yew  her  ?  out  tho  I 

rayght  betake 
Priibner,  quod  the  Tapftere,  being  al  aloon ; 
And  therwith  breyd  up  in  a  firtte,  and  began  to 

groon. 
How  fith  ye  be  my  prifoner  yeld  yew  now,  quod  he. 
I  muft  ncdit,  quod  (he,  I  niay  nothyng  fle ; 
And  eke  I  have  no  ftrengith,  and  am  but  yong  of 
And  alio  //  u  «#  mafry  to  c&cb  a  wtmft  m  a  sage  [age, 
V^bmt  wtay  no  where  fint  tit^  hut  clffid  xvomdirfajl  ; 
And  eke,  Sir,  I  tell  yew  though  I  had  grete  haft 
Ye  ihuld  have  coughed  when  ye  com.   Wber  leni 

you  curtcij  ? 
Kow  trewlich  I  rauft  chide,  £or*jof  riffht  pry^ety 
"Women  ben  (bm  tyme  of  day  when  thej  be  alooa. 
"Whcr  coud  I  yew  prey  when  ye  com  entlbne  ? 
Nowe  mercy,  dere  fwctyng !  I  wol  do  fo  no  more; 
]  thank  you  an  hnndrit  fithit;  and  alfo  by  your 

lore 
1  wol  do  hereaftir  in  what  plafe  that  I  com  : 
But  lovert,  Kitt,  ben  cfil  avyiid  full  oft,  and  to 

lom; 
\Vherfore  I  prey  you  hertlich  hold  me  excufed. 
And  I  behote  yew  trewly  it  (hall  no  more  be  ufid. 
£ut  now  to  our  purpofc  :  how  have  ye  Bare 
j&tth  I  wat  wyth  you  laft  ?  that  is  my  moil  care ; 
Por  yf  yee  eylid  eny  thing  othir  wife  then  good, 
Trewly  it  wold  cbauin:e  my  chcre  and  my  blood. 
\  have  farid  the  wen  tor  yewe,  quod  Kitt ;  do  ye 

no  drede 
God  that  is  above  ?  and  eke  ye  had  no  nede 
Por  to  congir  me,  God  woot,  wyth  your  nygro- 

mancy. 
That  have  no  more  to  vauBte  me  but  oonly  my 
And  yf  it  were  diftcynid  then  wer  I  ondo  :  [body, 
i  wis  1  trowe,  Jenkyn,  ye  be  nat  to  truft  to ; 
Tor  evir  more  ye  clerkis  con  fo  much  in  book 
Yee  wol  wynn  a  woman  at  firft  look. 
Thought  the  Pardoncrc,  thisgoth  wele,and  made 

his  beter  chert, 
^nd  azid.  of  hir  foftly.  Love  ?  who  (hall  ligg  here 
This  nyght  that  is  to  comyng  ?  1  prey  yewe  tell 
J  wis  it  is  grete  nede  to  tell  yewe,  quod  flie  :  [me. 
^fake  itiiat  evcrqueynt  though  you  be  a  clerk ; 
Ye  knowe  welc  inough  iwit  by  loke,  by  word,  by 

work. 
Shal  I  com  than,  Criftian,  and  fcfc  awey  the  cat  ? 
Shal   ye  com  ?  ptr  henedUite  I   what   queftion  is 

that? 
Whcrfor  I  prey  you  hertly  to  be  my  counfail  ? 
Corny th  fomwhat  late,  and  for  nothing  laill ; 
The  dorr  fliall  ftond  that  up;  put  it  from  you  foft. 
But  be  wcle  avyfid  ye  wake  nat  them  on  lofl>. 
Care  ye  nat,  quod  Jcnkin,  I  can  thcron  at  bcft ; 
^hal  no  man  for  my  fiepyng  be  wakid  of  his  reft. 
Anon  they  dronk  the  beverage,  and  were  of  oone 

accord, 
f^  it  fcmcd  by  their  ctcrc  and  alfo  I  y  their  word; 
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And  al  a  ftauice  (he  knrid  bym  wek,  (be  lib 

hym  by  the  fwere. 
At  though  he  had  lemyd  cury  £avel  of  fem  oU 

&ere. 
The  Pardoner  plukkid  out  of  hit  pon  I  trow  the 

dowry. 
And  toke  it  Kitt  in  hir  hond,  and  bad  bcrpryvdy 
To  orden  a  rere  ibpor  for  them  both  to,  [alfo, 
A  cawdell  ymade  with  fwete  wyne  and  with  fngir 
For  trewly  I  have  oo  talent  to  etc  in  your  aUcnce, 
So  longith  my  hert  toward  yew  to  be  in  yewr 

preience. 
He  toke  his  leve,and  went  hit  wey  as  though  no- 
thing wer. 
And  met  wyth  al  the  felihip ;  but  in  what  pbfe 

ne  wher 
H«  fpake  no  word  therof,  but  held  hym  dofie  and 

fiyU, 

At  he  that  hopid  iikirlich  to  have  had  al  his  wjfl. 
And  thought  many  a  mery  thoi^bt  by  hTinielf 

aloon : 
I  am  a  loggit,  thought  be  beft,  how  fo  erir  it 

goon; 
And  thoughe  it  have  coftid  me,  yit  wol  I  do  mj 

p«yn- 

For  to  pike  hir  purs  to  nyghte  and  win  my  coft 

agcyn. 
Now  leve  1  the  -Pardonere  tyU  that  it  be  ere, 
^nd  wolretume  me  ageyn  righte,  thet  as  I  did  kvc 
Whan  al  wer  com  togider  in  their  herbergafc 
The  Hooft  of  South  work,  as  ye  knowe,  tluthad 

no  fpice  of  rage. 
But  al  thing  wrought  prndendaU,  as  fobir  msi 

and  wife; 
Now  wol  we  to  the  foup.  Sir  Knyght,  ieith  year 

avyfe. 
Quod  the  Hooft  ful  curteyfly,  andin  the  (ame  wiie. 
The  Knyght  anfwer*d  bun  areyn.  Sir  as  ye  dctyfc 
I  muft  obey,  ye  woot  wcle ;  out  yf  I  faill  wytt 
Then  takith  thefe  prelatis  to  yewe,  and  inihith 

and  go  fit; 
For  I  woll  Ik  yewr  Marchall  and  ferve  yewe,  cch 

one. 
And  then  the  officert  and  1  to  foper  (hallwegoDe. 
They  wifli,  and  fett  right  at  he  bad,  cche  nut 

wyth  his  fere. 
And  bcgonne  to  talk  of  fportis  and  of  chcre 
That  they  had  the  aftir-mcte  whiles  they  werotC, 
For  othir  occupacioune  tyll  they  w^  fervid  abort 
They  had  nat  at  that  tyme,  but  every  man  kitt  a 

loff; 
But  the  Pardoner  kept  hym  dofe,  and  told  no- 
thing of 
The  myrth  and  hope  that  he  hM*  l>»t  kept  it  f* 

hymfelf; 
And  thoughe  he  did  it  is  no  foit,  for  he  had  nede 

to  folve 
Lonp  or  it  were  mydnyght,  at  ye  fliul  her  fone, 
For  he  met  with  his  love  in  crokeingof  the  mooo. 
They  wer  yfervyd  honcftly,  and  echc  man  bd* 

hym  paydc. 
For  ofo  manerc  of  fervice  theirfoperwastra»% 
As  (kill  wold  and  rcfon,  (Uh  the  left  of  all 
Payid  ylik:  much,  for  growing  of  the  gall : 
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But  "Tit  li  carteiy  txhk,  tiiough  ft  were  tei  Mt 


Hk  ftttit  that  were  nlMPve  had  of  the  feyveft -cn- 

dreyte; 
Wlierfor  they  ^Bd  their  gemUnetageTiictxafl  tht 

rout| 
Thcf  draakea  w^e  mc  thftir  o»ft  onys  n>lifid 

about. 
Now  pafr  1  lightly  orir.  "WThen  they  foupld  had 
Tho  that  were  of  govenutince,  as  Mfe  men  and 

^^ 
Went  to  their  wtA^  and  madeiionioreto4«ofi, 
But  Miller  and  tiie  Coiie  droidmi  by  the  »!(>•« 
Twyef  to  eche  othir  in  the  repcnyng ;      [to  fing 
AnAwhen  the  ^rdaBerthtm«fpy*d«noon  h^^gan 
DmdUi  m  JiA»iMnii*,chdt«tyi»  in  hitthtoto, 
For  the  Tapftcr  ihvid  here  of  hit  mery  n«te : 
He  deptd  to  hym  the  Soapnonr,  that  was  his  own 

dxfd^li. 
The  Yeman  and  the^Reive,ond  the  Mancipill, 
And  ftodcn  fo  hoiOwyv^ ;  for  nothing  wolA  tfiery 
Tjrithe  cyme  that  it  wo^  well  within  ete.    [lere 
The  Hooft  of  8o«thwork  hard  them  wele,  and 

the  Marchanarboth, 
As  ifaey  wcr  at  a  eountii,  aAd  wofln  fomfcwhat 

wrothf 
But  yet  they  preyd  them  cnrteyfly  to  t^ft  for  to 

wend: 
And  fi>  th«y  di$l  aU  the  ttmt)  they  d»onk  and  made 

an  end. 
And  ^he  m«n  drooghe  to  tmffiy  to  flepe  anid  xikt 

hit  reft 
8aTe  dK  Pardoner,  that  dpcw  apart,  and  #eytia 

by  a  chefte 
For  to  hide  hymfelf  tyl  the  candill  wer  om  t 
And  in  the  meen  while,  have  ye  no  donte. 
The  TapAer  and  hfr  paramoor,  and  the  hoftelcr 

of  thehonie, 
Sitt  togidir  pryvelich,and  of  the  fcrft  gotfe 
That  was  yfoond  in  town  and  yfet  at  file 
They  had  there  of  fufficiaunt,  and  dronk  but  litiU 

And  fit  and  ete  the  cawdell  for  the  Pardoner  that 

was  made. 
With  fugir  and  with  fwetc  wyne,  right  as  hym- 

So  he  that  payd  for  all  in  fccr  had  not  a  twynt, 
For  oft  m  more  better  ymfeildd  then  ymynt : 
And  fo  £nrid  he  fol  right  as  ye  have  /herd, 
B«t  Wh9  U  Aut  4t  ^vmmm  cmJuot  make  bh  beri^ 
And  fhe  wer  theraboat,  and  fet  htr  wytt  therto  ? 
Ye  woot  wele  I  )y  nat,  and  wher  I  do  or  no 
I  wolaat  here  t«rmyn'it,)d(  ladies  ftond  in  phOfe 
Or  els  gentil  women,  for  lefing-  of  my  grace 
Of  dafiMDoe  andof  Ijpof^  atfcl  of  goodly  chere ; 
Therfor  ancnft  their  eftatis  f  wo!  in  no  manere 
DeoK  ne  determyii,  hwt  of  lewd  hitts. 
As  upfters,and  othir  fuch  that  hath  wyly  wytts, 
To  pUce  meaiiys  ^urfis,  and  ehcto  blcr  their  eye; 
A)  weic  they  make  feme  foth  When  they  falfeft 

by. 
Now  of  Kitt  Tapfter,  and  of  hir  paramour, 
Aad  the  hoftelcr  of  the  houfc,  that  fit  in  Kittis 

hour, 


When  they  hid  ete  and  drank  dght  Is  the  tete 

plafe, 
Kitt  began  to  rehdir  o«t  iiU  things  as  it  wai  t 
The  wowing  of  the  Pardoners  and  his  coft  alfo^ 
And  how  he  hopid  for  to  lygg  al  nyght  wyth  hir 

•Mb; 
But  thcrof  he  fhall  be  fikir  as  of  God*is  cope ; 
And  fiDdenly  kilid  her  paramoor,  and  feyd,  We 

,fliallelope 
Togidir  hul  by  hid,  as  we  hate  many  a  nyght» 
And  yf  he  com  and  make  noyfe,  I  prey  -yewe 

dtd>  hym  Knyght. 
Yes,  Bame,  qnod  hir  paramour,  he  thoo  not  agaftj 
This  is  his  own  ftaff  thon  fcyft,  thcrof  he  ihali 

dtafi. 
Now  trewly,  quod  the  heftier,  and  he  com  bymf 

lot 
He  ihafl  drink  for  KitUs  lo^  wythottt<;iip  or  pots 
And  he  be  To  hardy  to  wake  eny  gift  (nuft; 
I  make  a  vowetothepecock  there  mal  wdce  afoul 
Ailid  nrofe .  op  therewithal  and  tdce  his  lere  aaoon: 
It  was  a  ihrewid  company;  they  had  lenrid  ia 

manyoon. 
With  fuch  manere  of  fcleihip  nekepelnever  to  dele^ 
Ne  no  man  that  lovith  his  worflitp  and  his  bek. 
t^nod  Kitt  to  hir  paramour.  Ye  muft  Wake  s 

whyle, 
Fdlr  trewlich  I  am  ftkir  that  withm  this  myfe 
The  Pardoner  wol  be  oonnyng,his  hete  to  afwage» 
But  loke  ye  pay  hym  redeli^  to  kele  his  corage  ; 
And  tbetfor,  love,  difchanceyewe  not  tyllthb  cfaek 
No,  for  God,  Kitt,  that  wol  I  no.  [be  cki. 

Then  Kitt  wint  to  bed,  and  Uewe  out  all  tifc 

light. 
And  by  that  tyme  it  was  ncr  bond  quarter  nyght. 
Whan  all  was  ftiil,  the  Pardaoer  gan  to  waik. 
As  glad  as  eny  goMfynch  that  he  herd  no  man 

talk. 
And  dorwghe  to  Kittis  droward  to  herken  and  ta 

Kft, 
And  went  to  have  fond  the  dor  up;  but  the  ha^  - 

and  eke  the  twift 
Held  hym  out  a  whils,  and  the  lok  alio  ; 
Yxt  trowid  he  nogile,  but  went  ner  to. 
And  fcrapid  the  dorr  welplich,  and  wynyd  wydi 

his  mowith 
After  a  doggia  lyden,  as  nere  as  be  cooith* 
Awey,  dog,  with  evill  deth !  quod  he  that  -mm 

winiin, 
And  made  hym  all  redy  the  dorr  to  unpin. 
A  \  thought  the  Pardoner,  tho  I  trowmybhUlls 

made; 
The  Tapfter  hatfi  a  p«-anaour,  and  hath  iQaa& 

them  glade 
WiA  the  cawdell  that  I  ordeyned  for  me».  ^  \ 

guefs; 
Now  the  derifl  hir  fpede,  fuch  oon  as  iie  i% 
She  feid  I  had  ycongerid  hir ;  our  Iiady  gyve  hir 

forowe ; 
Now  wold  to  Ck>d  (he  wcr  in  ftokis  tyl  1  &uld  hir 

borowe. 
For  flie  is  the  falfeft  that  evir  yit  I  knew* ; 
To  pik  the  mony  out  of  my  purs^Lord!  tat  mali  , 

hir  trcwc. 


4i« 


tHE   FAitDdNERe  AMti   TAPSI^HB. 


Who  fawe  cvTr  fo  fe)  r  or  fo  glad  a  day, 
J^nd  how  fote  this  icfon  is  entring  into  May  ? 
The  thruftelis  and  the  dmislhls,  in  diis  glad  mor- 
nyng,  [gale 

The  inddok  and  the  goldiynch ;  but  the  nyghtin- 
His  amerous  notis  lo  how  he  tv^  ynith  fmall ! 
XiO  how  the  trees  grenyth  that  uakid  wer,  and  no- 
thing 
Bare  this  month  afore  but  their  fommer  clothing! 
Lo  how  Nature  makith  for  them  cvcrichonc ! 
And  as  mady  as  ther  be  he  forgettith  noone  ! 
Lo  how  the  fefon  of  the  yere  and  Averell  ihouris 
Poith  the  busflus  burgyn  out  bloflToms  and  flourit ! 
Lo  the  prymerofis  how  freih  they  ben  to  fene ! 
And  many  ochir  flouris  among  the  grails  grcne. 
XiO  how  they  fpryng,  and  fprede,  andof  divers  hue  ! 
Bcholdith^  and  feidi  both  rede,  white  and  blue! 
That  lufty  bin  and  comfortabill  for  mann'ys  fight ! 
For  I  ferfor  myfelf  it  makith  my  hert  to  light. 
Kow  fith  Almighty  Soveryn  hath  fent  fo  feir  adcy 
'  Let  fe  now,  at  covenant  is,  in  ihortingof  thewey, 
Whoihallbe  the  fird  that  fhall  unlace  his  male 
lo  comfort  of  us  al,  and  gyn  fome  mery  Tale ; 
For  and  vre  fliuld  now  bcgyn  to  draw  lot 
Peraventure  it  might  fal  £er  it  ought  not. 
On  fom  unlufty  perfone  that  wer  not  welc  awalid. 
Or  femyboufy  ovyr  eve,  and  had  yfong  and  crakid 
Somwhat  ovir  much :  how  ihuld  he  than  do  : 
Hot  Whojlmlduna  X^eh  mufihaves^tujntberttf. 


And  eke  fom  men  faftyngbeth  gleWtd  and  ybotini} 
In  their  tongis;  and  Torn  fki^yng  beth  nothyog  jo- 

couml; 
And  fom  men  in  the  ntoming  ther  mtiathis  betfa 

adoun ; 
Tyll  that  they  be  charmyd  ^eir  wordis  wdU  Bot 

foun. 
So  thys  b  my  condufioone  and  my  hft  knot, 
It  wer  grcte  gentilncs  to  tell  without  lot 
By  the  rood  ot  Bromhohn,quod  the  Mix  dust  dio, 
As  fer  as  I  have  failed,  riden  and  ygo, 
Sawe  I  nevir  man  yet  tofore  thi*  %  day 
So  welc  cottd  rule  a  eom^Kny  a«  our  Hoft,  m  fey 
Hit  wordii  bca  fo  comforubiU,  and  comyth  fo  is 

fefon. 
That  my  wit  is  ovircome  to  make  eay  reft>n 
Contrary  to  ht»  coanikil!  at  myn  ymagynadowie, 
Wher*for  I  woU  tell  a  Talc  to  your  confottdoune, 
In  enfiunpill  to  yowe  that' when  that  I  have  do 
Anothir  be  right  redy  then  for  to  tell,  ryghi  fo 
To^fuMyU  eur  Hooft*it  wylt  and  hit  ordinavnce. 
There  fliall  no  fawte  be  found  in  me:  gede  wyl 

ihal  be  my  chaunce  : 
With  this  I  btf  excniid  of  my  mdincs, 
Altho*  I  cannot  peynt  my  Tal^:,  but  telt  it  as  it  i!^ 
Lepyng  evk  no  fbttence,  at  lerlortb^  asl  nay, 
Bnt  tell  yewe  th«  yolke  and  put  thpiwhilc  aiinyv 
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OR,  THE  HISTORY  OF   BERYK. 


Wbiioh  yerit  ptfled  in  the  old  dawia  [liwUi 
When  rightfolbch  by  refon  governyd  wer  the 
And  pryncipally  in  the  ccte  of  Rome,  that  was  fo 

rich, 
And  worthieft  ia  his  dtyei,  and  noon  to  him  ilich 
Of  worihip  ne  of  wek,  ne  of  governaunce. 
For  allc  londis  chriilened  ther  of  had  douonce. 
And  all  ofhi|;  natiouns,  of  what  feith  they  were, 
Whils  the  &npcrour  was  hole,  and  in  his  paleys 
I  mainteynid  in  honour;  and  in  Pop*is  fe     [there 
Rome  was  then  obcied  of  all  Criftiante. 
But  it  farith  ther'by  as  it  doith  by  othir  thingis ; 
For  though  nethir  ccte,  regioune,  ne  kyngls,, 
Beth  nat  nowe  (b  worthy  as  wer  by  oldc  tyme. 
As  we  fynd  in  ronuunces,  in  geftis,  and  in  ryme, 
F«r  all  thii^s  doith  voafi^  and  eke  wumn^y*  Ijjf 
Ti  mtreJb^Ur  tken  it  was  ;  and  our  wittisfyre 
Mowe  nat  comprehendc  now  in  our  dieties 
A»  fom  tyme  myght  thefe  old  wife  poetes. 
But  (tth  that  terrene  thinges  ben  nat  perdurabill. 
No  menraile  is  though  Rome  be  fomwhat  variabiil 
Fro  honour  and  fro  wele  (ith  his  frendis  pallid ; 
As  many  anothir  town  is  payrid  and  ylamd 
Within  thcfe  few  yf  ris,  as  we  mowe  fe  at  eye ; 
Lo !  Sirs,  here  £^  by  Wynchelfe  and  Ry. 
But  yit  the  name  is  erir  oon  of  Rome  as  it  was 

groundit 
After  Mewmt  \sf  Jitmulusy  that  fird  that  cete  Ibundit, 
That  brethren  wercn  both  to,  as  old  bokis  writen ; 
But  of  ther  lef  and  governaunce  1  wol  not  now 

cnditen. 
But  of  othir  mater  that  fallith  to  my  mynd; 
Wher*for,  gentill  Sirs,  ye  tha^bcth  behind 
Drawith  fomwhat  nere  thikkcr  to  a  rout. 
That  my  wordls  may  foune  to'ecHe  man  a^out. 

Aitir  thflfe  two  biethren  Romulus' and  Remns 
Julius  Cciar  was  Empcrour,  that  rightful  was  of 

This  cete  he  governed  nobilich  wele, 

Ani  conquered  many  a  rcgiounci  acrotucull  doth 


For,  fliortly  to  conclude,  al  ttio  wer  sidveiiarfe* 
To  Rome  in  his  dayis  he  made  them  tridiutaries; 
So  had  he  in  fubjedioune  both  frend'and  Boon, 
Of  which  I  tell  yew  trewely  Englond  waaoon. 
Yit  aftir  Julias  C«far,and  dth  that  Ctift  was  bore^ 

.  Rome  was  governed  as  wele  as  it  was  before. 
And  namelich  in  thait  tyme  and  in  the  fiune  yeria 
When  it  was  governed  by  the  Doieperis ; 
As  femcth  wek  by  refon,  who  to  can  entend. 
That  0  maan'yi  nvyt  ne  tvyll  may  met  comffrebtnd 
Tke  houebeff  Jiidtbewtffd*^,  as  wtay  maity  Mis  ; 
Ther*£or  ther  operaciouns,  ther  domes,  and  ther 

dedes. 
Were  (b  egaUich  ydoon;  for  in  all  Criften  londis 
Was  noon  that  they  f^iarid  for  to  mend  wrongis. 
Then  ConiUntyne  the  Third,  aftir  thek  Dofiperis, 
Was  Emperoor  of  Rome,  and  regnydmany  ycci& 
So,  ihortly  to  pas  ovir,  after  Conftantyn*s  dayis 

.  Phus  AttguiHnus,  as  fonge^  is  in  layen 
That  Confiantyn'ys  fon,  and  of  plener  age^ 
Was  Emperour  ychofe,  as  fill  by  hcrk^ge. 
In  whofe  tyme  fikerlich  the  icyen  Sages  were 
In  Rome  ydwelling  decently;  and  yf  yoe  loil  to  Icxe 
How  they  were  yclepid,  or  I  ferthcr  goon, 
I  wiM  teU  you  the  names  of  them  everichooc. 
And  declare  ye«  the  cauie  why  they  ther  namyt 

,  The  firft  was  ycleped  Sother  I^gifeer,        [here. 
This  is  thus  much  tot  to  fiey,  as  man  ktrimg  ihtJawer 
And  fo  he  did  tr.'wly ;  for  kver  he  had  be  iclawa 
1  hen  do  or  fey  cny  thing  that  fovmcd  ant  of  refoi]» 
So  deen  wa«  his  confciecce  yiet  in  icg^th  and 

refon. 
ManntftSenyi^ss  the  fecondyfo  pepiU  hym^higliM^ 
That  is  to  mene  in  our  conftcrt,  a  kepet^ike  ngbt  i 
And  (b  he  did  ^tr^we;  lor  tiiis  recprd  and  th<r 
plees  '  [fees 

He  wrote  th^m.  evir  ti:twly,  and  took  noon  othift 
Bnt  &tch  as  was  ordynid  to  take  byjthe  ycr« : 
Now,  Lord  God!  in  Critoidom  i  ^old  it  were  £% 
ckfXk  .■'*,'•■ 


M 
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The  third  Crafius  Afulus  amoog  men  clepidwas, 
An  boufc  of  rejiy  andefe^  and  counjmil^  in  every  cafe  : 
For  to  ondcrftond  that  was  his  name  full  right,  , 
For  cvirmore  the  counfails  he  helpid  wyth  al  his 
Antooiub  Judeus  the  fcrtli  was  yclepid,  [myght 
That  was  as  much  to  meen,  aswcle  me  myght  have 
As  any  pofcd  of  all  the  long  yere,  [clepid 

That  myght  have  made  hym  foiy  or  chongit  onys 

chere, 
But  evirmore  rcjoycing,  what  that  evir  betid. 
For  his  hert  was  evir  mcry,  right  as  the  fomer 
Summus  Philopater  was  the  fifft'is  name,  [bridd. 
That  thoughe  men  wold  flee  hym,  or  do  hym  al 

thflhame, 
Anglr,  or  difefc,  as  evil  as  men  couthe. 
Yet  wold  he  love  them  ncvir  the  wcrs  in  hert  ne 

in  mowith. 
His  will  was  clecn  undir  his  foot,  and  nothing 

hym  above. 
Therefore  he  was  clepid  Fatbir  of  perfite  love. 
The  fixth  and  the  fevinth  of  thefe  Sevin  Sages 
Was  Stypio  and  Sithero,  as  thes  word  Aftrolages 
Was  (iraamc  to  them  both  aftir  their  fciences ; 
For  of  aftronomy  llkerlich  the  cours  and  all  the 

fences 
^Bothe  they  knowhlt  wclc  inoughc,  and  wer  right 

fotil  of  art. 
But  now  to  othir  purpofe,  for  her  I  woll  depart 
As  lightly  as  I  can,  and  draw  to  my  matere. 
In  that  fame  tyme  that  thefe  Sages-were 
DwcUyng  thus  in  Room,a  litill  without  the  walles, 
In  the  fubarbis  of  the  town,  of  chambris  and  of 

hallis, 
And  all  other*howfeing  that  to  a  lord  belongit. 
Was  noon  wythyn  the  cete,  ne  noon  fo  welc  be- 

hongit 
With  docers  of  highe  pryre,ne  wallid  fo  aboute, 
As  was  a  Senatours  hous  wythyn  and  eke  withonte. 
•  Favinus  was  his  name,  a  worthe  man  and  rich; 
And,  for  to  fey  ihortlych,  in  Room  was  noon  hym 

lyche.  ' 

His  portis  and  his  eftris  were  full  evenaunte 
Of  trefour  and  of  lordlhyp;  alfo  the  moft  vailant 
He  was,  and  eke  ycom  of  high  lynage  : 
And  at  lad  he  toke  awyfflike  to  his  peerage; 
For  Noriturt  andcoimyng\  hewie  and parentyney 
Wer  tbo  eowmtU  more  tvortb  tbam  gUd  or fyh>irfyne* 
But  now  it  is  al  othir  in  many  mann*ys  thought. 
For  fAuk  y$  mnv  ymarried^  and  vertmfH  at  nought. 
Fawnus  and  his  worthy  wyfF  wer  to  gidir  aloon 
Fyreteene  wyntir  fuUtche,  and  ifiu  had  they  noon, 
Wher'for  ther  joyis  wer  not  half  partite. 
For  uttirlich  to  have  a  child  was  al  ther  delite. 
That  myght  enjoy  ther  heritage  afid  weld  their 

honour. 
And  eke  when  they  were  fiebill  to  their  trew  fo- 

cosre. 
Their  fafbyng  and  their  prayir,  and  all  that  evir 

they  wrought. 
As  pilgrindage  and  almfcled,  ever  tliey  bcfotight 
That  God  wcmld  of  his  goodocs  fom  fruyte-  be- 

twene  them  fend : 
Fro  gynnyng  of  their  fpouiaU|i  the  myddil,  and 

the  eo4| 


This  was  their  moft  befynes,  and  all  othir  delite?, 
And  eke  this  world*is  rychis,  they  fet  at  litil  price. 
So  at  laft,  as  God  wold,  it  fill  oppon  a  dey. 
As  this  lady  fro  chirchward  went  in  the  wey, 
A  child  gan  ftere  in  her  womb,  as  Godd'is  wyl  waf^ 
Wher*of  ihe  gan  to  mcnrill,  and  made  fh Atir  pas, 
Wyth  colour  pale  and  eke  wanne,  and  fall  in  he- 

vynes. 
For  (he  had  nevir  tofore  that  day  fuch  manere 

fekenes.  < 
The  wymmen  that  with  hir  were  gon  to  behold 
The  lady  and  her  chere,  but  nothing  they  toW, 
But  fcir  and  foft  wyth  efe  homward  they  her 

led: 
For  her  fodcn  fckcncs  ful  Tore  they  were  a^red. 
For  (he  was  inlich  gentil,  kynd  and  amyabill. 
And  eke  trewe  of  hert,  and  nothyng  ▼ariabiU. 
She  lovid  God  above  sdl  thing,  and  dred  fyn  and 

(hame^   . 
And  \gca  fikcrly  was  her  rightfuU  name. 
So  aftir,  in  brcff  tyme,  when  it  Was  purfeyred 
That  (he  had  done  a  womans  dede,  and  had  a 

child  confcyvyd. 
The  joy  thit  fhe  made  thet  may  no  tung  tell ; 
And  al  fo  much,  or  mdrc,  yf  1  ne  ly  fhcll, 
Favinus  made  in  his  behalf  for  this  glad  tyding. 
That  I  trowe  I  leve  the  emperour  ne  thfc  kyiig 
Made  no  bcttir  chcr  to  ^yff,  ne  no  more  myrth. 
Then  Fawnus  to  Ag^    And  when  the  tyntfc  of 

birth 
Nyghid  ner  and  ner,  afttr  cours  of  k^nd, 
Wetith  wcle  in  certen  that  all  the  wyt  and  mynd 
Of  Fawnus  Was  continuell  of  feir  delyveraimce 
Betwene  Agea  and  his  child,  and  made  gretc  or- 

denaunce 
Ageyn  the  tyme  it  fhuld  be  bore,  as  it  was  for 

to  doun. 
So  as  God  wold  whan  tyme  cam  Agea  had  a 

fon  ; 
But  joy  that  Fawnus  made  was  dobil  tho  to  fore 
When  that  he  knew  in  certen  Ihe  had  a  fon  ybore, 
And  fent  anoon  for  nnrfis  four,  and  no  Icfs, 
To  rcule  this  child.  Afterward  as  ycris  did  pas. 
The  child  was  kept  fo  tenderly  that  it  throfT  wel 

the  bet. 
For  what  the  noriflies  axit  anoon  it  was  yfett. 
In  his  chambir  it  norifhcd  was ;  to  town  it  mat 

nat  go : 
Fawnns  lovid  it  fo  cherdy  hh  myght  nat  part 

hym  fro. 
It  was  fo  feyr  a  creature  as  myght  Sc  on  lyvc 
Of  lymys  and  of  fetonrs,  and  growe   wondir 

blyve. 
This  child  that  I  of  tell,  Berinus  was  hb  oame,^ 
Was  ovir  much  cherislhed,  wliich  turned  hym  into 

grame. 
As  yee  (hull  here  aftir,  when  time  comyth  and 

fpafe;  \jlafi; 

For  Aftir  /tvete  the  fonre  eomyth  full  ofl  in  many  a 
For  as  fone  as  he  cond  go  and  alfo  fpeke 
All  that  he  fet  his  cy  on,  or  aftir  lift  to  beke, 
Anoon  he  (hold  It  have,  for  no  man  hym  wei<- 

nyd.  (nyd 

But  it  had  be  wcl  bcttir  be  ha<^  be  wek  yler- 
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^MtQfe  ^ad  gtiitilnes,  and  had  ybad  fome  hey. 
For  it  fill  fo  aftir  wyth  what  child  he  did  pky 
Yf  the  pley  ne  likid  hym  he  wold  breke  hit 

hede. 
Of  wyth  a  knyif  hym  hurt  ryght  nygh  hood  to  h€ 

dede: 
Pot  thcr  nas  knyght  ne  f(]Qyer  in  his  fadin  houfe. 
That  thought  his  owne  perfone  mofte  corajoufe, 
That  did  or  feyd  eny  thing  B^rinus  to  difplefe 
That  he  n*old  fpetoufly  anoon  oppon  him  refe ; 
Wher'of  his  fadir  had  joy  and  his  modir  alfo  : 
Yet  It  lemith  to  i|iany  a  man  it  was  nat  wifely  do. 
When  Beryn  paiTed  was  (even  yere,  and  grew  in 

more  age. 
He  wrought  fol  many  an  evil  chck ;  for  fuch  was 

his  corage 
That  there  he  wift  or  migtit  do  eny  erill  dede 
He  wold  nevir  iiefe  fbr  ought  that  men  him  feid, 
Whe*fore  many  a  pore  man  ful  oft  was  agrevid ; 
Bot  Fawnus  and  Agea  fq|  light  theron  belevid : 
And  thottghe  men  wold  plcyne  fill  ihort  it  ihuld 

availe, 
For  Fawnus  was  £o  myghty,  and  cheff  of  all 

counfaill 
With  Anguftyn  the  Emperour,  that  all  men  hym 

drad. 
And  kte  pas  ovir  miichefe  and  harmys  that  they 

had. 
Berinns  ferthermore  lovid  well   the   dife. 
And  for  to  pley  at  hazard,  and  held  ther*  of  grete 

And   all  othir  gamys  that   lofery  was  in. 
And  erirmore  he  loft,  and  nevir  myght  wyn. 
Bcrynus  at  hazard  many  anyght  he  wakid. 
And  olt  tyme  it  fill  fo  that  he  cam  hom  al  nakid  ; 
And  that  viras  all  his  joy,  for  right  wele  he  knew 
That  Agea  his  modir  wold  clotli  hym  ncwe. 
Tbas  Berynos  lyvid,  as  I  have  told  to  fore, 
Tyll  he  was  of  the  age  of  eightene  yere  or  more. 
But  othir  whyls  amongts  for  pleyntis  that  were 

grete 
Fawnus  noade  amendis,  and  put  them  in  quiete  : 
So  was  the  fadir  caufe  the  (one  was  fo  wyld  ; 
And  fo  have  many  mo  fuch  of  his  own  child 
Be  caufe  of  his  undoyng,  al  we  mowe  fe  al  day  j 
For  Thing  ytti*  u  hard  to  fui  atMrjp, 
Af  b^rs  ihai  evir  trtitU^  trewlich  I  yew  telle, 
ji  ^vert  bard  tn  mai*  lym  afiir  to  amhlU  vttiU  .* 
Ryght  Co  by  Beryn ;  when  he  had  his  luft  and  wyll 

when  he  was  lite 
It  {hold  be  hevy  afterward  to  reve  his  old  delite, 
Siive  the  wnele  ot  fortune,  that  ho  man  may 

wtthftonde. 
For  every  man  on  lyve  ther*on  he  is  gbnd ; 
O  fpoke  (he  tumyd  bakward,  righte  at  high  noode, 
All  ageyn  Berlnus,  as  ye  ihull  here  fone, 
Agea  his  modir  fell  in  grete  fikcnes. 
And  fSsnt  aftir  hnfbond  wyth  wordis  hire  to  lil, 
And  for  (he  wold  tell  hym  htr  hole  hert'is  wyll 
£r  ibe  oiit  of  the  world  partid,  at  it  wu  right  and 

ikilL 
When  Fawsnswas  ycome,  and  law  fo  rodylefe 
Hys  wjff  that  was  f 0  dcrc,  that  for  love  he  chefc. 
Vol;  I. 


No  mervell  though  hil  hert  wer  in  grete  morn" 

For  he  porfcyvyd  (uUich  (he  drewe  to  hir  endyng  s 
Yit  made  he  othir  chere  then  in  his  hert  was 
To  put  a;wey  difcomfort,  diffimilying  wyth  his 

fafe 
The  hevynes  of  his  hert :  wyth  chere  he  did  ie 

clofe, 
For  tuch  a  manner  craft  ther  is  wyth  them  can 

glofe; 
Sav6  that  toumyth  all  to  cautele :  but  Fawnut 

did  nat  fo. 
For  wetith  wcle  in  certcyn  his  hert  was  lull  of  wo 
For  his  vryfi' Agea ;  and  yit  for  craft  he  couth 
The  teris  fro  his  eyin  ran  doi^n  by  his  mowitb  : 
When  he  faw  the  pangis  of  deth  coinyng  fo  iaft 
Oppon  his  wyff  Agea  almoft  his  hert  to  braft. 
Agea  lyfft  up  hir  cyen,  and  beheld  the  chere 
Ofhfr  hufbond  Fawnos,  that  was  fo  trew  a  fere. 
And  feydj  Sir,  why  do  ye  thus  ?  this  ia  an  elying 

fare 
In  comfort  of  cs  both,  yf  jet  might  fpare 
And  put  awcy  thvs  hcyynes  whylc  that  yee  and  I 
Myght  fpeke    of  otHir  thyngi^  for  Deth  ine 

•      nyghith  nygh, 
For  to  body  ne  to  foule  this  vailyth  nat  a  larfe. 
Now  tellytd  on,  quod  Fa\^nus,  and  I  wol  lete  it 
For  the  time  of  talkying  as  wele  as  1  may    [pas 
But  but  of  my  remembraunce  onto  my  endyng 

day 
Veur  deth  woH  nevir,  I  woot  it  wcle,  but  evir  be 

in  my  mynd. 
Then,  good  Sir,  quod  Agea,  beth  to  my  foule 

K.ynd 
When  my  body  is  out  of  fight,  for  therto  have  I 

nede. 
For  truer  make  then  yee  be  in  word  ne  in  dede 
Had  nevir  woman,  ne  more  kvndnes 
Hath  ihewed  unto  hit  make,  I  know  right  wele 

iwis : 
Now  wold  ye  fo  her  after  in  hert  be  as  trewe^ 
To  lyve  wythout  make,  and  on  yeur  fone  rewe» 
That  litill  hath  ylcmid  Athens  he  was  bore : 
Let  hym  have  no  ftepmodlr,  fbr  children  have 

tofere    . 
Comelich  they  lovitH  nat :  wher^ore  wyth  hert  1 

prey 
Have  chere  onto  yeur  fone  aftir  my  endyng  day  ; 
Fdr  fo  tiod  me  help  and  I  lafit  vew  behynd 
Shuld  nevir  man  oh  lyVe  bryng  it  in  my  mynd 
To  be  no  more  y weddit,  but  lyve  fouk  aloon* 
Now  yee  khow  all  my  wyll,  good  Sir,  think 

ther'on« 
Certis,  quod  Fawnus,  whils  I  have  wyttis  fyve 
I  think  nevir  aftir  yew  to  have  another  wyff. 
The  prccft  was  com  therwythall  for  to  do  hir 

rightis; 
Fawnus  toke  his  leve,  and  all  the  othir  knyghtis^ 
Hir  kyndrid  and  frendis  luffed  hir  cchone  : 
It  is  iio  nede  to  axe  wher  ther  was  dole  or  noon* 
Agea  ca0  her  ey  up,  an'd  lokid  all  aboute. 
And  wold  have  kiflid  Beryn«  but  then  watt  he 

wytkoutCi 


it4i^ 
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l^cying  to  the  hazard,  as  he  was  wont  to  dooB, 
For  as  fonc  as  he  had  etc  he  wold  rcn  out  anoon  ; 
And  wh'jn  (he  faw  he  was  not  ther  that  (he  thouj^ht 

mod  on 
Hire  fekenes  and  hire  mottmyng  berft  her  hert 

anoon. 
A  damfcU  toforc  that  was  ron  into  the  torme 
For  to  fcchc  Bcryn,  that  pleycd  for  his  ^wnc. 
And  had  ahnoft  loft  it,  right  as  the  danSell  cam. 
And  fwore  and  ftarid  as  he  was  wood,  as  longit 

to  the  game. 
The  damfell  fcyd  to  Bcryn,  Sir,  ye  muft  com 

home, 
tor  but  ye  hygh  hlyvc  that  yec  wer  ycome 
Ycur  mothir  WoU  be  dcde  ;  {he  is  y!t  on  lyvc  : 
Yf  ye  wol  fpckc  wyth  her  yec  muft  hygh  blyve. 
Who  bad  fo,  lewd  Kitt  ?  Yonr  fadir,  Sir,  quod 

flic. 
Go  home,  lewd  vifcnag,  that  evil  mut  thow  the  ! 
Quod  Bcryuc  to  the  damfell,  and  gan  her  fray  itad 

fccr. 
And  bdd  the  devill  of  hell  hlr  ihould  to  tcrc. 
Haft   thow  ought   els  to  do  but  let  me  of  my 

game  ? 
Now  by  God  in  hcvin,  by  Peter,  and  by  Jame, 
Quoth  Beryn  in  grctc  angir,  and  fwore  be  book 

and  bell, 
Rchcrfying  many  namys  mo  than  me  lyft  to  tc!l, 
N*er  thow  my  fadirs  mcflengcr  wer  thou  fhuldiA 

ncvir  etc  brcde  : 
I  had  levir  my  modir  and  alfo  thou  wer  dcde 
Then  }  ftinld  Icfc  the  game  that  I  aitt  nowgh  in ; 
And  fmote  the  damfell  imdir  the  ere,  the  wcct 

gon  upward  fpyn : 
The  death  of  Agea  he  fet  at  litill  pryfc ; 
So  in  that  wrath  frolick  Beryn  threw  the  dyfc. 
And  loft  wyth  that  fame  caft  al  was  leydc  adown, 
And  ftert  up  in  a  wood  rage,  and  bsdlid  oo  his 

crown. 
And  fo  he  did  the  remnaunt,  as  many  as  wold 

abyde ; 
But  for  drcdc  of  Fawnus  his  felawls  gan  to  hyde. 
And  ncvir  had  wyU,  ne  lift,  wyth  Bcr}'n  for  to 

%ht, 
But   cvir   rcdy   to   pley   and   wyn   what  they 

myght. 
The  dcth  of  Agca  fprang  about  the  towne. 
And  every  man  that  herd  the  bell  for  her  fowne 
BcmonyM   her  fhU  fore  j   faff  Bcryn  toke  none 

hcde, 
But  fcngbt  anotliir  fclcfiilp,  and  qu^klich  to  them 

ycde, 
'I'o  fuch  manner  company  as  fauld  nevlr  thryve, 
]"or  fucb  he  lovi«l  bettir  then  his  modir's  lyve  j 
And  cvirmnre  it  fliuld  be  nyglit  or  he  weld  home 

drawc, 
Tor  of  his  fada:  in  ccrteyn  he  had  no  manner  av,*e  j 
lor  evir  in  hl«  yowlth  h^  hai'  ;il  hi«  v\)Il, 
^ud  was  vpaffed  chailiilng  but  men  wold  hym 

Fawnus  for  A^ca,  ns  it  wa^  wj!!  finirg, 
Mjdc  grcte  ordcnaunce  for  hi/  bur^-inpf. 
Of  prclatis  and  of  precltia,  and  of  all  ot!iir  thyr.g. 
As  iboujjhc  liic  h'd^  be  a  wyiTof  a  woriiiy  king 


It  myght  nat  hare  be  meodk ;  fuch  Wfts  his  gtt* 

tilnes, 
For  at  hir  entcryng  wa«  many  a  worthy  mcSh. 
For  four  weeks  full,  or  he  did  her  intcre, 
She  le^'  in  lede  wythyn  hit  houic ;  but  Bcryn  aus 

not  there, 
Namelicb  into  the  place  where  his  modir  ley, 
Nc  onys  wold  he  a  ^atfr  tnfler  for  hir  foule  fey ! 
His  thovght  was  all  in  unthryft,  lechery,  sod 

dyfc. 
And  drawyng  all  to  foly,  for  Trwkb  is  rtMa^ 
But  tier  it  it  refreyned  anihoAfmm  mamereeye: 
And  ther'fore  methinkith  ^at  I  may  wele  fey 
A  man  ypafltd  yowith,  and  is  wythom  lore, 
May  be  wele  ylikened  to  a  tre  wythout  more. 
That  may  nat  bowe  ne  here  fruytc,  but  root  snd 

ever  waft : 
Ryght  fo  by  yowith  fuith  that  no  man  Kft  to 

chaft. 
This  mowe  we  know  vereJy  by  experience, 
That  Tor  J  makitb  vertu  and  benttnlatee 
In  cbHi&odcfQr  togrvwe^  as  provith  ymagyntcioonc : 
A  plant  whils  it  is  grcnc,  or  it  hare  domiDt- 

cioune, 
A  man  may  wyth  his  fyugers  ply  it  wher  hym 

lyft. 
And  make  ther'of  a  fttakill,  a  with,  or  a  twift; 
But  let  the  plant  ftond,  and  ycris  ovirgrowe, 
Men  fhull  not  wyth  boti)  his  hondis  unnethis  make 

it  bowe: 
No  more  myght  Fawnus  make  his  fone  Bcryn, 
When  he  grew  in  age,  to  his  lore  cnclyne; 
For  every  day  when  Beryn  rofc  unwafti  be  woW 

dyne. 
And  draw  hym  to  his  feldhip  as  ercn  as  a  lyne, 
And  then  com  home  and  etc,  and  foop,  and  fclepe 

at  nyght : 
This  was  al  his  befynes  but  yf  that  he  did  fight; 
UTicrTor  his  fadif  *s  hert  Fawnus  gan  for  to  Hedc, 
That  of  his  modir  that  ley  at  home  he  toke  no 

more  hede  : 
And  fo  did  all  the  pepIU  fhat  dwelfid  in  the  town 
Of  Beryn*8  wildnes  gon  fpekc  and  eke  roun. 
Fawnus  oppon  a  dey,  when  Ber)'n  cam  at  eve, 
Was  fet  oppon  a  purpofc  to  make  his  fone  lere 
All  his  (hrewd  taiehis  wyth  goodnes  if  he  myght. 
And  taught  hym  feir  and  foft,  but  Bcryn  toke  it 

light. 
And  conmid  at  litill  pryfe  al  his  fadir *s  tale. 
Fawnus  faw  it  wold  nat;  with  colour  wan  and  pale 
Ho  panid  from  his  fone,  and  wyth  a  fcrotrftiU 

hert. 
I  nc  can  write  halfyndele  how  fore  he  hidfmert 
1  he  difobcying  of  his  fone  and  his  wyPis  dcth, 
That,  as  the  book  tcllith,  he  wiflicd  that  his  brcth 
Had  ybcen  above  the  fiTkill  celcftyne, 
Sa  fervent  Was  his  forowe,  his  angir,  and  his pyB»» 
So,  fhottly  to  conclude,  Agea  was  intend, 
And  Fawnus  livid  wyflcs  three  yere  were  ywaid, 
WTicrVf  ther  was  grcte  fpechc  for  his  high  honotir; 
Tyll  at  lad  word  cam  onto  the  Empcrour 
That  Fawnus  was  without  wyfc,  and  feld  wis  jo^ 

counde. 
But  mouxnyng  ibr  Agea  that  he  was  to  yboanj, 


THE    MElieHANT*S  SECOND  TAtE,  V*. 


«43 


And  lyyi4  as  an  hennyte,  fonle  and  dcftittite, 
Wythoik  cohfoUcioune,  penfyff  oft  and  mntc  : 
>Vher*for  Angtiftinus,  of  Rome  the  Emperour, 
Was  inwardlich  fory,  and  in  grete  dolour. 
Wyth  th&t  the  feven  Sagis  and  Seoatouris  all 
Were  affemblid,  to  difcryrc  what  fliuld  ther'of 

fall; 
The  wych  fcyd  fiiortly.  For  a  molcftationnc 
Thcr  was  noon  othir  remedy  but  a  confolackmne ; 
For  iVbifoxoer  in  eny  thing  dijplefid  or  agrevid 
Mif  iy  a  Hie  tbitig  egaU  be  remevid. 
And  when  the  Emperour  knew  all  their  detenm<^ 

nacionne, 
Qnlcklich  in  his  mynd  he  had  imaginacioune 
Tnat  Fawnm  for  Agea  was  in  high  difires. 
And  muft  ycorid  be  wyth  pa0yng  gentilnes 
Of  fonl  hifty  lady,  that  of  pulchritude 
Were  -excellent  al  othir :   fo,   (hortly  to  toti- 

The  Emperour  had  a  love  tofore  he  had  a  wyf 
That  he  Umd  as  herttich  as  his  own  lyf. 
As  was  as  feir  a  creature  as  fone  myght  beihyn^ ; 
So  cxceflent  of  bcwtc  that  flic  myght  be  fliryne 
To  all  othh"  wymmcn  that  wcr  tho  lyvand  : 
But  for  the  Emperour  had  a  wyf  yc  feul  wcle  on- 

deiftona 
He  cam  nat  in  hlf  company  to  have  his  delitc  i 
For  Criftendomc  and  cooicieoce  was  tho  more 

perfitc 
Then  it  is  now  adayis,  yf  I  dorft  tell  : 
But  1  wol  kve  at  this  tyme.    Than  Fawnu«  »1 

fo  well^ 
Was  afta-  ftnt  m  heft,  of  fckncs  to  be  cwyd  ; 
So  what  for  dredc  and  allis  they  wcr  both  en- 
fury  d 
In  prefcnce  of  the  Emper6ur,  fo  l^awnus  myght 

nat  flee ; 
h  was  the  Emperours  wyll,  it  myght  noon 

othir  be. 
So  wythin  a  tyme  Agea   was  forgetc. 
For  Fawnus  thought  litill  on  that  he  hirbchJght: 
For  as  the  feven  Sagis  had  afbre  deciarid 
It  cam  all  to  purpos ;  For  Fawnus  litil  carid 
For  eny  thing  at  all  fovc  his  wyff  to  plefc. 
That  Ramc  was  yclepid :  for  rtft  nethir  eic 
F&wnus  nevir  had  but  of  her  prefence  : 
So  wag  his  hert  on  her  ylet  that  he  toud  no 

defeiice, 
Save  evirmofe  be  wyth  hir,  and  ftarc  Ha  lur 

vilagc, 
That  the  moft  part  of  Room  held  it  for  dotage. 
And  had  much  marvell  of  his  variaunce  : 
Unt  WbaS  it  that  FotUme  cunnai  put  in  cbatue  f 
For  thcr  n*as  man  on  lyve  on  woman  more  be- 

dotid 
Then  Fawnus  was  in  Rame,  ne  half  fo  much 

yfotid. 
Wyth  that  Rame  ^  knowlech  that  Fawnus  was 

1;VyA 


vfmyt 
llie 


be  dart  of  Love  :  ye  ihowe  ryght  Wcle 

It  wyt 

That  all  that  evlr  Ihe  coud  call  or  ythynck 
Was  9U  ageyn  Bcrynu^  for  many  a  fotijl  wrexu;h 


She  thought  and  ivrought  day  by  day,  arineny 

*  wemcn  dopn, 
Tyil  they  have  of  th^  deGH:  the  lull  cofldn- 

iioune : 
For  the  more  th«r  Fawnns  of  Rame  did  made 
The  more  dangerous  was  Rame  and  of  chere 

fede. 
And  kept  welc  hir  purpofe  undir  covif  iute  J 
She  Was' the  las  to  yAtmt ;  it  grew  of  nature. 
But  though  that  Rame  wrought  fo,  God  forbedd 

that  alle 
W^r  of  that  condiciounc.    Yet  tc?uch  no  man  thfl 

It  is  my  plein  connfell,  but  doith  as  othif  doith  : 
Take  yeur  part  as  it  comith  of  roughc  and  eke  of 

imoothe. 
Yit  noritur,  wit  and  gentilnes,  refon  and  perfite 

mynde, 
Do(h  all  thefe  worthy  Wothen  tcf  worch  agcnys 

kynde, 
Thit  thoughe  they  be  agrcv?d  they  fuffir  4nd 

endure. 
And  paffith  ovir  for  the  befi,  aind  folowitH  nothinfp 

nature. 
Biit  now  to  Rame's  purpOfe,  and  what  was  hiff 

defire. 
Shortly  to  coilchide,  to  make  debate  and  ire 
Bctwene  the  fadir  and  the  fone,  as  it  Was  likelf 

tho;  , 

What  for  his  condicioune,  and  what  for  love  alfo 
That  Fawnus  owf  to  his  wyff,  the  rathir  he  mufk 

hir  leve, 
And  grant  for  to  mend,  yf  ought  hir  did  grtvt^ 
Beriousevir  wrought  right  as  he  did  before. 
And  Rame  inade  hym  chere  of  loVe,  ther  myghc 

no  woman  more. 
And  galF  hym  gold  and  clothing  evir  at  he  did 

lefe, 
Of  the  heft  that  he  cond  bught  wher  In  towiK 

chefe. 
Arid  fpeke  fiifl  feir  ifryth  hym,  to  n&ke  al  thyng 

dedc ; 
Yit  vrold  Ihe  have  yete  his  tert  wythoiit  fait  01? 

bredc  : 
She  hid  fo  hir  felony,  zt^i  fpak  fb  in  covert. 
That  Beryn  my^ht  nat  fpy  it  but  lite  of  Ram^yjl 

hert. 
So,  flfortly  to  pas  ovlr,-  it  fill  oppon  a  nyghtc, 
When  Fawqus  and  his  frefli  vi^f  wer  to  bed 

ydight, 
He  toke  hir  lA  his  ahnys  and  made  hir  hertly 

chere, 
Ther  myght  ^o  min  betir  make  to  his  fere, 
And  feyd,  Myn  ertly  joy,  myn  hertis  full  plefaunce^* 
My  wele,  my  woo,  my  paradife,  my  lyv'is  fufte-^ 

Bitfncef 
Why  ne  be  ye  mtry,  wty  be  ye  fo  AxAf 
Sith  ye  know  I  am  yeur  own  ri^t  as  year  hak 

won  ? 
Now  tell  on  love,  myn  dwo  hth !  yf  ye  qrlitk 

ought. 
For  and  it  be  in  my  power  thoon  iS  ihall  bt 
wxoufihs. 
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Rame  wyth  that  gan  fighe,  and  wyth  a  wcpeiDg 

chcrc 
Undid  the  bagg  of  trechery,  and  feidc  in  this 

manere : 
No  merrell  though  myn  herthe  ibre  and  full  of 

dele, 
Tor  when  1  to  yew  weddit  wa»  wrong  went  my 

whele. 
But  who  may  te  ageyns  haj>  and  aventure  ? 
'fhcrfor  as  wcle  as  I  may  royne  I  mut  endure. 
Wyth  many  fliarp  wordis  ihe  fct  fiif  hert  on  fcir 
To  purchafe  with  hir  praaik  that  flie  did  defirc  : 
tut  hoolich  all  hir  wordis  I  cannot  wele  rchcrfe, 
Ne  write  ne  endite  how  (he  did  perce 
Through  Fawny's  hert  and  his  IcuU  alfo ; 
For  more  petouie  compleynt  of  forowe  and  of  woo. 
Made  nevir  woman,  ne  more  petoufly. 
Then  Rame  made  to  Fawnys :  Ihe  finotc  full 

bitterly 
Into  the  veyn,  and  through  his  hert  blood ; 
She  blodcrit  fo  and  wept,  and  was  fo  high  on 

mode, 
That  unneth  ihe  myght  fpeke  bnt  othir  while 

among 
Wordis  of  di(comfort,  and  hir  hondis  wrong ; 
Yor  alas  and  woo  the  tymc  that  flie  weddit  was ! 
Was  evir  more  the  iiefreit  when  flie  myght  have 

rpafe. 
I  aita  yweddit ;  ye,  God  woot  bed  in  what  maner 

and  how ! 
For  yf  it  wcr  fo  fall  1  had  a  child  by  you, 
Lordf  how  (huld  he  lyve,  how  ihuld  he  com 

awey? 
SiCh  Beryn  is  yeur  firft  fonc,  and  heir  aftir  year 

day? 
5«t  yf  that  he  had  grace  to  fcoole  for  to  goo. 
To   have  fom   maner   conning  that  he  myght 

tfuft  to. 
For  as  it  now  ftondeth  it'  were  the  beil  rede, 
Fof,  fo  God  me  help,  I  had  Icvir  he  wer'dede 
Than  wcr  of  fuch  condidoune  or  of  fuch  lore 
As  Beryn  yeur  fone  is ;  it  wer  bett  he  wer  unbore, 
For  he  dolth  nat  ellis  fave  at  hazard  pley. 
And  comyth  home  al  nakid  ech  othir  dey ; 
For  within  this  month  that  1  have  wyth  yeu  be 
Fiftene  Cthis,  for  verry  grete  pitc 
1  have  yclothid  hym  al  new  when  he  was  to  tore, 
For  evirmore  he  feyde  the  old  were  ylore.    . 
JNow  and  he  wer  my  fonc  I  had  levir  he  were  yfod. 
For  and  he  pley  fo  long  half  our  lyvelode 
Wold  fcarfly  fuffifc  hymfclf  oon. 
And  n*ere  yee  wold  be  grevid,  I  fwere  be  Seynt 

John  .     . 

He  (huld  aftir  this  dey  be  clothid  no  more  for  me, 
Jlut  he  wold  kepe  them  bcttir  and  draw  fro 

nycete. 
"Now  gentill  wyff,  gramcy  of  yeur  wife  tale, 
1  thyi&  wel  the  more  that  I  fey  no  fale ; 
For  towcHyng  my  grcvaunce,  that  Beryn  goith 

al  nakid,  . 
Treulich  that  grfevannce  is  ibmwjiat  afclakid  : 
Let  hym.aloon,  I  prey  yew,  and  I  woll  con  yew 

thank, 
Fer  ia  fuch  lofery  he  hatb  loft  many  a  frank* 


The  devil  hym  fpcde  that  rech  yf  he  be  to  totVf 
And  he  ufe  it  heteaftir  as  he  hath  doon  to  fore. 
Beryn  arofe  a  morowe,  and  cried  wondir  ftft. 
And  axJd  afur  dothis,  but  it  was  aU  m  wafl ; 
Ther  was  no  man  tendant  for  hym  in  all  the 

houfe ; 
The  whele  was  ychaungit  into  anothir  coora. 
Fawnus  herd  his  fonc  wele  how  be  began  u>  cry. 
And  rofe  up  anoon  and  to  hym  did  hi^ 
And  had  forgcte  nothyng  that  Rame  had  yieyd^ 
For  he  boillid  fo  his  hert  be  was  nat  well  apayde. 
He  went  into  the  chambir  ther  his  fone  ley. 
And  fet  hym  down  in  a  chair,  and  thus  he  gan  to 

fey: 
My  gentil  fone  Bcr}'n,  now  feir  I  wol  ye  techc  5 
Rew  oppon  thy  felf,  and  be  thync  own  leche. 
Manhode  is  ycora  now,  n.'^  ne  own  dcrc  fone. 
It  is  tyme  thow  be  aweynyd  of  thyn  old  wone  : 
And  thow  art  ao  wynters,  and  naught  haft  of 

do<Sryne  ; 
Yit  woldifi  thow  draw  to  perfite  the  worihip  woU 

be  thyne. 
To  noritur  and  goodihip,  and  al  booed  thing, 
Ther  myght  com  to  myn  hert  no  more  glad  ty« 

ding. 
Levc  now  al  thy  foly  and  thy  rebawdry, 
Al  tablis  and  mervellis,  and  the  hazardry. 
And  draw  the  to  the  company  of  honcft  men  aD4 

good, 
Els  leve  thow  me  as  wele  as  CrifU  died  on  th« 

rode; 
And  for  al  menkynd  his  ghoft  pas  Icte, 
Thow  (halt  for  me  heraftir  flond  on  thyn  own  fete^ 
For  I  woll  no  longir  fuffir  this  aray 
To  clothe  the  al  new  echc  othir  dey. 
Yf  thow  wolt  draw  the  to  wit,  and  rebawdry 

withdraw,. 
Of  fuch  good  as  God  have  fent  yn  part  have  ihalt 

thow : 
And  if  thow  wolt  nat,  my  fonc,  do  as  I  the  tell. 
Of  me  Ibalt  thow  naught  have,  truft  me  right  wclL 
Wenyft  thow  wyth  thy  dife-pleying  hold  myn  ho- 

noure 
Aftir  my  dcth  dey  ?  Then  Beryn  gan  to  loure. 
And  fddc,  Is  this  a  fermon  or  a  prechrmcnt  ? 
Ye  were  nat  wont  herto ;  how  is  this  ywcnt  f 
Sendith  for  fome  dothing  that  F  wer  ago ; 
My  felawis  lokith  aftir  me,  T  woot  well  they  do  fb  : 
I  woll  nat  leve  my  feldhip  ne  my  rekelagis,   - 
Ne  my  dife-pleying,  for  all  yeur  here^ges  : 
Doith  yeur  heft  wyth  them  by  yeur  lyf  day. 
For  when  they  fall  to  me  I  wol  do  as  I  may, 
Senedidte  /  fadir,  who  hath  enformyd  you. 
And  fet  you  into  ire,  to  make  me  chere  rowe  ? 
But  I  know  wcle  inough  whens  this  counfaill  cam  ; 
Trewlich  of  yeur  own  wyfe,  that  evil  dame : 
Com  oppon  hir  body  that  fals  putaigne. 
For  trewlich, fadir,  yee  dote  on  hir,  and  fo  all  mea 

fcyne. 
Alas  that  evir  a  mamJhmUy  thai  u  of  high  tnrtj/kUc^  . 
Sft  ali  bit  xvifJom  on  hu  v>jv$  Uult  t 
YeeJovith  hir  fo  much  Ihe  hath  beoomc  yeat 

wye, 
And  I  may  cun  the  tymc  that  evir  yc  wcr  yknyt, 
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For  now  t  am  In  certen  I  have  a  (lepmodir : 
Thcf  been  Ihrcwis,  fom  thcr  been,  but  few,  othJr. 
Vcl  Fikil  Flaptail,  fuch  ood  asTftic  yt. 
For  all  my  pleying  at  difc  yit  do  ycc  more  amys  i 
Tee  have  yloft  yeur  name,  year  worihlp,  and 

ycur  feith. 
So  dote  ye  on  hir,  and  levith  all  ihe  fayith. 
Fawnus  wyth  the  fame  word  gaff  the  chayir  a  but, 
And  lepc  out  of  the  chambir,  as  who  fcyd  Cut, 
And  fwore  in  verrey  woodnes  be  God  omiiipo* 

tent 
That  Beryn  of  his  «vordi$  (hiild  fore  repent. 
Bcryn  fet  nought  ther*of,  with  a  proude  hcrt 
Anfwerd  bis  ^dir,  and  axid  a  new  (hcrt. 
He  gropid  ai  about  to  have  found  oon. 
As  he  was  wont  to  fore,  but  ther  was  noon. 
Then  toke  h/t  fuch  wilokis  as  ^e  fond  ther, 
And  beheld  hymfelf  what  man  he  wer ; 
For  when  he  was  arayde  then  gan  he  firfte  be 

wrothc. 
For  his  womb  lokid  ctet  and  his  rigg  both. 
He  ftcrt  aftirbis  fadir,  and  he  began  to  cry. 
For  fcth  myn  array,  for  the  villany 
Y»  as  wele  yeurs  as  it  b  myne. 
Fawnus  let  him  clatir  and  cry  wcl  and  fyne. 
And  pafljd  forth  ftill  and  fpak  n^t  a  word. 
Then  Beryn  gan  to  think  it  was  nat  al  bord 
That  hb  fadir  feydc  when  he  wyth  hym  was. 
And  gan  to  think  all  about,  and  therwytb  feid 

Alafs! 
Now  know  I  wclc  forfoth  that  my  modir  is  dedc ; 
For  tho  gan  he  to  glow  firft  a  forymann'yb  hedc. 
Now  kcpe  thy  cut,  Bcryn,  for  thou  (halt  have  a 
Somwhat  of  the  world  to  lem  betir  Wit ;  [fit 

For  and  thow  wift  fikerly  what  ys  for  to  com 
Thow  woklift  wisih  aftir  thy  dcth  full  oft  and 

ylone ; 
For  Ther  ny$  heiyiitg  half  fi  fwi  voytb  Jiaff  Hrtbhr 
Jb  mam  H  U  id*  xvHb  hh  nvm  ytrd,  [/tvfrd 

The  pyry  is  yblowc,  hop,  Beryn,  hop. 
That  ripe  wol  heraftir  and  on  thyn  hede  drop : 
Tbon  tokift  noon  hede  whils  it  (boon  hoot, 
Ther  for  wynter  the  nyghith  afay  by  thy  cote. 
Beryn  for  (hame  to  town  durft  he  nat  go. 
He  toke  his  wey  to  churchward ;  his  frend  was 

made  hb  foo, 
For  aogir,  ibrowe,  and  (hame,  and  herynes,  that 

he  had, 
Unneth  he  might  fpeke,  but  ftode  half  as  mad. 

0  alas!  quod  Beryn,  what  wyt  had  I 
That  coud  nat  tofore  this  dcy  know  fikerly 
That  my  modir  dede  was?  but  now  I  know  to  fore. 
And  drcde  more  that  eche  day  hereaftir  more  and 

more 

1  (hall  know  and  fele  that  my  modir  b  dede. 
Alas!  I  fmote  the  meffangcre,  and  toke  of  hir  noon 

hede: 
Alas!  I  am  right  pore;  alls!  that  I  am  naWd  : 
Alas!  I  fclept  to  fail,  tyl  fotowe  now  hath  me 

wakid  : 
Alas!  I  hunger  fore;  alas !  for  dole  and  peyn. 
For  eche  man  me  feith  hath  me  in  difdeyn. 
Thb  was  all  bis  mirth  to  the  churchward 
TJ^t  of  bb  modir  Agca  he  toke  fo  litill  reward. 


When  Bcryn  was  within  the  chirch  tben  gan  he 

wers  fray : 
As  fone  as  he  faw  the  tomb  where  hb  modir  lay 
His  colour  gan  to  chaunge  into  a  dedely  hew : 
Alas,  gentill  modir !  fo  kynd  you  wer  and  trew. 
It  is  no  mervell  for  thy  deth  though  I  fore  fmert. 
But  therwythal  the  forowe  fo  ferventiinotehbhert 
That  fodenly  he  fil  down  (Un  dedc  in  fwowe  : 
That  he  had  part  of  forowe  methynkith  that 

myeht  I  avowe. 
Beryn  lay  lo  long  or  he  myght  awake, 
For  al  bys  fyve  wittis  had  clcno  hym  forfake, 
Wcl  myght  he  by  hymfelf,  when  rcfon  ycom  were, 
Undirftond  that  Fortune  had  a  iharp  fpcre. 
And  eke  grete  power  among  high  and  lowe, 
Som  to  avaunce  and  fora  to  ovirthrowe. 
So  at  laft  whan  Beryn  a  litill  wakid  were  ^ 

He  trampelid  fiH  with  hb  fete,  and  al  to  tere  hb 
And  his  vifage  both,  right  as  a  wodeman,      [ere 
With  many  a  bitir  tere  that  from  his  eyen  ran. 
And  fighid  many  a  fore  (igh,  and  had  much  bevy  ] 

nes, 
And  erirmore  be  cnrfid  his  grete  unkyndnes 
To  foreyit  his  modir  whils  £e  was  aly  ve. 
And  lenyd  to  hir  tombe  opon  his  tore  Icly  ve. 
And  wlsihid  a  thowfand  fithis  he  had  ybe  hir  by, 
And  beheld  hir  tombe  with  a  petoufe  eye. 
Now,  glorious  God!  quod  Beryn,  that  al  thing 

madiil  of  nought, 
Heven  and  erth,  man  and  befte,  iith  I  am  myf- 

wrought 
Of  ycwe  I  axe  mercy,  Ibcotur,  and  help,  and  grace. 
For  my  myfdede  and  foly,unthryffe  and  trefpalc: 
Set  my  forowe  and  peyn  fomwhat  in  mefure 
Fro  difpeir  and  myfchcff  as  I  miy  endure. 
Lord  of  all  lordis!  though  Fortune  be  my  foo 
Yit  is  thy  myght  above  to  turn  hym  to  and  fro. 
Firft  my  modirs  lyfc  Fortune  hath  me  berevid. 
And  fith  my  fadirs  love,  and  nakid  alfo  me  levid. 
What  may  he  do  more  ?  Yis,  take  awey  my  lyfe  ; 
But  for  that  wer  myn  efe,  and' end  of  al  ftryfe, 
Ther'for  he  doith  me  lyve  for  my  wers  I  fey. 
That  I  ihuld  evirmore  lyve  and  nevir  for  to  dey. 
Now  Icvc  I  Beryn  wyth  hys  modir  tvl  I  com  aye. 
And  wol  return  me  to  Rame,  that  of  hir  fotilte 
Bcthoughte  hir  al  aboute,  when  Beryn  was  agooQ 
That  it  fhuld  be  wittid  hir,  whet*for  (he  anoon 
In  thb  wife  fcyd  to  Fawnus:  Sir,  what  have  ye  do. 
Althoughe  I  Ipeke  a  mery  word,  to  fuffir  your  fone 
Nakid  into  the  town  ?  it  was  nat  my  counfaill.  [go 
What  wol  be  fcyd  thcr'of  ?  fikir  without  faile. 
For  I  am  his  ftepmodir,  that  I  am  caufe  of  alle 
The  violence,  the  wrath,  the  angir,  and  the  gal). 
That  b  betwene  yew  both,  it  wol  be  wit  me ; 
Wher'for  I  prey  you  hertly  doith  hym  com  horn 

aye. 
Nay,  by  trowith,  quod  Fawnus,  for  me  comyth  h^ 
Sitbe  he  of  my  wordb  fo  litii  prife  fet      [nat  yit  i 
As  litil  Ihall  I  charge  his  eftate  alfo : 
Sorowe  have  that  rechith  though  be  nakid  go. 
For  every  man  knowith  that  he  is  nat  wife  ; 
Wher'for  may  be  fuppofid  his  plcying  at  dife 
Is  caufe  of  his  aray,  and  nothing  yec,  my  wylTi 
Yes,  iwisy  quod  Eame,  the  talc  woU  he  ryS 


ui 
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Ot  me  and  of  dood  otbir,  I  know  right  wel  afyne; 
Whcr'for  I  prey  yon,  gentil  Sir,  and  for  love  myn, 
That  he  wer  yfet  horn,  and  that  in  grctc  haft. 
And  let  afay  offt  agein  with  feirneshym  to  chidfle ; 
And  fend  Bcryn  clothis  and  a  new  Inert ;    [hert. 
And  made  al  wele  in  eche  fide,  and  kept  clofe  her 
Now  fith  it  is  your  ¥ryll,  quod  Fawnus  tho  anoon, 
That  Beryn  Ihall  home  com,  for  ycor  fake  aloon 
I  woll  be  the  meflager  to  put  your  hert  in  cfe ; 
And  eb,  fo  Ood  me  help,  wer  it  nat  yew  to  pleft 
The  ^t  (huld  gr<^  on  pajnent  or  I  hym  home 

brjmg. 
Yet  nethirles  forth  he  went,  wyth  too  or  thrc 

riding, 
From  o  ftrete  to  anothir,  cnqueryng  to  and  fro 
Aftir  Bcryn  In  every  plafe  wher  he  was  wont  to 
Seching  cviry  halk  howris  two  or  thre,  [go, 

With  h^ardours,  and  othir  Inch,  thcr  as  he  was 

wont  to  be. 
And  fond  hym  not  ther ;  but  to  chirche  went 

cchone. 
And  at  dorr  they  ftode  a  while  and  herd  Beryn 

made  his  mone  : 
They  herd  ^11'  his  compleynt,  that  petoufe  was  to 

here. 
Fawpus  into  the  ehirch  pryvelich  gan  pirc, 
Bot  al  fo  fone  as  he  beheld  wher  Agca  by' 
His  tcrii  ran  down  be  his  chekis,  and  thus  he  gan 

to  fey : 
A,  Agea!  myn  old  love,  and  my  new  alfo! 
Alas,  that  evir  our  hertis  fhuld  depart  atoo  ! 
For  in  your  gracioufe  dayis  of  hcrt'is  trobilncs 
I  had  nevir  knowlech,  but  of  all  gladnes ; 
Kemembryng  in  his  hert,  and  evir  gan  renewe 
The  ^oodnes  betwcnc  them  both,  and  hir  hert 

trcwej 
And  drew  hym  nc^  to  Beryn  with  an  bevy  mode. 
But  as  fone  as  Beryn  knew  and  ondirftode 
That  it  was  his  fadir,  he  wold  no  longir  abide, 
But  anoun  he  voidit  by  the  todir  fide, 
And  Fawnus  hym  encountrid,  and  fcyd,  Wc  hav<j 

the  fought 
Through  the  town,  my  gcptil  fone,  and  thcr'for 

void  the  nought. 
Though  1  fcyd  a  >vord  or  two,  as  me  thought  for 

the  bcft 
For  thyne  erudicioune,  to  drawe  the  onto  lyfc  ho- 

ncft. 
Thou  (huldift  nat  fo  fervently  have  take  it  to  thyn 

hert  I 
But  Cth  I  kiiow  my  "jrordis  doith  the  fo  fore  fmert 
phall  no  mere  hcrcaftir;  and  eche  dey  our  dietc 
Shall  be  mcry  and  folafe,  and  this  fhall  be  forgcte; 
For  wcle  I  woot  for  thy  modirthat  thcu  art  to  tore, 
Alfo  thou  haft  grcte  foro^e,  but  onys  uedith,  and 

no  more  : 
And  thf r*for,  fone,  on  my  bleiling  to  put  forowc 

away ;         ' 
Drawe  the  nowe  hcraftxr  to  honift  myrth  and  pley. 
JLo  thcr  is  clothing  for  ycwe,  and  yeur  hers  ydight 
With  hameys  all  frcihe  new ;  and  if  ycc  lift  be 

knyght 
I  fhall  yit  or  tve  thatbcrgeyn  undirtakc,  [make  j 
Ihat  the  Enipcxour  for  my  love  a  knyght  ihall  y^ii 


And  what  that  evir  yc  nede  anoou  it  iliall  U 

bought, 
For  whils  that  I  have  eny  thing  yc  fliall  lak  naught. 
Graunt  mercy  !  quod  Beryn  with  an  hevy  cbtrt, 
Of  yeur  worihipfuU  profir  that  yc  have  profcri«l 

me  here : 
But  ordir  of  knyghibodc  to  take  is  nat  my  liking ; 
And  fith  yeur  will  is  for  to  do  fomwbat  my  plefir.g, 
Ye  have  a  wyfe  yc  love  wdc,  and  fo  tcndcrlich, 
That  and  fhc  have  children  1  know  right  fikcrlich 
All  that  flic  can  devyfe  botli  be  njght  and  dcy 
Shall  be  to  make  her  childryn  heirs  of  that  (^ 

may, 
And  eke  fowc  fcdis  of  infelicitc, 
Whcr*of  wold  growe  dcvyfioune  bctwcne  yewc 

and  me  : 
For  yf  ye  fpcnd  on  me  yeur  good,  and  thus  riallich 
Levith  wclc,  in  certen  yeur  wyfe  woll  fikcriich 
Eche  dey  for  angir  her  tufkis  whet. 
And  to  fmyte  witn  her  tunge,your  hert  in  vrrath 

tofct. 
Toward  me  from  dey  to  dcy,bu£  yc  wold  aply 
Somwhat  to  hir  purpofc  and  aftir  liir  yew  guy ; 
She  wold  wex  fo  ovirtwtirt  and  of  fo  lithcr  tach, 
And  evir  lour  undir  her  hood  a  rcdy  for  to  fnachc; 
She  wold  be  fhorfyng  of  ycur  lyfe,  and  that  dcfirc 

I  rjiught : 
WTier'for  to  picfc  all  about,  my  purpofe  and  my 

thought 
Is  for  to  be  a  Marchauntc,  and  Itvc  myn  heritage. 
And  relcfe  it  for  evir,  for  Ihyppys  fyve  of  ftagc 
Full  of  marchaur.difc  the  bcft  of  all  this  londc  ; 
And  yf  yc  woll  fo,  fadyr,quyk  let  make  the  bonde. 
FawQus  was  right  well  apayd  that  ilk  word  but- 

ftcrt. 
But  yIt  he  fcyd  to  Bcryn,  I  mcrvell  in  myn  hert 
Wher  haddiU  thou  this  counlaillc  to  kvc  thync 

honour. 
And  lyvc  in  grcte  avcnture  and  in  grcte  labour  j 
And  rid  lo  forth  talkyng  a  foft  efy  pafe 
Homward  to  his  plafe  thcr  that  Ramc  was. 
And  as  fone  as  Fawnus  was  ylight  adowo, 
And  highid  faft  to  his  wyfe,  and  with  hir  gan 

to  rown. 
And  told  hir  all  the  purpofe,  and  made  Fawnus 

chcre, 
3he  did  hym  nat  half  fo  much  tlie  tyme  Ihc  was 

his  ft  re. 
She  hullid  hym,  and  moUid  hym,  and  tokc  hym 

about  the  nekk. 
And  went  low  for  the  kite,and  made  many  a  bcik; 
And  fcyd.  Sir,  by  ycur  fpedi  now  right  well  I  here 
That  yf  ye  lift  ye  mowc  do  thing  that  I  moft  dc- 
firc ; 
And  that  is  this,  yew  heritage  there  yeu  bcft  Kkid 
That  yc  myght  gyve  :  and  evir  among  the  brusih 

awey  fhc  pikid 
From  hir  clothis  here  and  there,  spd  fighid  tha- 

withall. 
Fawnus  of  his  gentilncs  by  hir  myddil  fmale 
Hertlich  hir  bracyd,  and  feyd,  I  woll  nat  Icvc, 
I  fuyr  yew  my  trowith  that  onys  or  it  be  eve 
That  I  ihall  do  my  devoir  without  feintifc 
For  to  plcfc  your  hert  fuUifhin  all  wjfc. 
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Craont  mercy  !  myn  own  fovcrene,  qnod  lUme 

tho  mekely, 
And  made.pretefiatioiiiie  that  (he  (huld  fikerlj 
All  the  dayis  of  hir  lyfc  be  to  hym  as  hcnde 
As  evir  woman  wa«  to  man,  as  ferfor^  as  hlr 

mynd 
And  wit  hir  wold  ferve,  and  made  grete  othe. 
FawQus  bood  no  longir,  but  forth  therwith  he 

goith. 
A!  precious  Ood  in  heren,  Kyng  of  majcAe! 
So  plentrroufe  this  world  is  of  iniqoite  ! 
fy£y  it  to  jftjffrU  that  trowltb  h  brought  aiewu 
iVyib  trtchtrjmmd/ayMi  im  feU  and  tU  in  town  T 
0at  now  to  Fawaus  and  his  entent.  When  he  his 

fone  met 
He  toke  hym  foft  by  the  bond ;  his  tnng  he  gan 

to  whet, 
SotiUy  to  eagyne  htn».    Firft  he  gan  to  preche, 
Ltc^€  thy  foly,  my  dere  fone,  and  do  as  I  the  teche  : 
Sith  thoa  haft  wit  and  refbn,  and  axt  of  juann'ys 

arc 

\¥hat  nedith  the  be  Mardtatmt  and  ihall  have 

heritage? 
For  and  thy  good  wer  ylofh  the  fbrowe  wold  be 

myse. 
To  tell  the  foth,  right  nigh  pcrcgall  to  diyne; 
'  And  yf  that  I  were  dede  whils  Uiow  wer  oote 
^ond  and  rent,  and  all  my  good,  hare  thou  no 

donte. 
It  wold  be  jAokkid  from  the;  thy  part  weld  be 
And  alfo  fbnhermore,  I  make  oon  beheeil,  [kAt 
That  I  trowc  my  moblis  wol  nat  foffife 
To  charge  f yre  (hippis  ful  ol  marchandifb 
3at  yf  I  leyd  in  mortgage  my  lond  and  eke  my 

rent. 
And  that  1  leve  be  nat  thy  wyU  ne  thyn  entent : 
Yit  nethirkft  yf  thy  hert  be  fb  mhf  fet 
For  to  be  a  Marchaunt,  for  nothing  w«{l  I  let 
That  I  n*yl  do  thy  plclnmce  as  fer^rth  as  I  mey 
To  go  vyght  nygh  myn  o\tb  eftace,  bat  levir  1 

had  nay. 
Tkdr  wordis  ne  their  dcdis,  ne  matters  them  I^ 

twcne, 
I  wol  aat  tary  now  thcr*on  my  perehemen  to 

fpeoc  : 
But  fynaUich,  to  the  end  of  their  aceord^ment, 
Fawnus  had  fo  goon  about,  y turned  and  y  went. 
That  he  had  brought  his  Tone  tofore  the  Kmpe- 
To  rtlc£B  his  heritage  and  al  his  honour,      [rour, 
Tkit  hr  fliold  have  aftir  hia  dcy,  for  &ippis  fyve, 

and  fuU 
Ylcd  of  marcbaundircof  lynncn  and  of  wool. 
And  of  othir  thmgis  thft  wer  yafid  cho. 
Eegroiid  was  the  coreaaunt  bctwcne  them  to 
Ya  prcfcnciof  the  Empcrour,in  opyn  and  nurown, 
Toloie  the  gretift  Cenators  and  tl^it  of  the  town. 
So  when  the  rclcfe  fclid  was  with,  a  fydc  bonde 
'J  hey  wer  ylcyd  both  in  a  mccn  hondc 
Into  the  tyme  that  Beryn  faljich  fcfid  were 
In  the  fiyve  fhippis  that  I  yew  told  ere. 
But  who  ^-as  glad  but  Fawnus  f  and  to  his  wyfi* 

went 
A^d  fcyd.  Now,  my  hcrt'is  fwctc  !  all  thy  tk  hole 

ccttnt 


Ys  uttirlich  pcifonrmyd;  us  lakkith  now  no  more 
But  inarchaundife  and  (hippis,  as  I  told  tofore. 
That  (hall  not  laill,  ^od  Rame,  and  began  to 

daui^ce. 
And  afUrward  they  fpeken  of  the  punreaunee. 

Alas  /  tbitfali  worU^  foful  of  ttecbtry  ? 

In  tvbi»  JMJ  thtjont  Am  tmf  and  fiith  Jikirlj 

If  bit  fadir  faylid  hym  f  tvbctber  mygbt  be  go 

For  tojyndajhir/rtnd  thai  b*  my^  trufi  to  / 

So  when  thefe  five  (hippis  wer  rayid  and  dight 

Fawhus  and  his  fone  to  the  Emperour  ful  right 

They  went,  and  many  a  grete  man  for  the  fame 

.    cafe. 
To  ice  both  in  pofleflioane,  as  ther  covenaunte 
Beryn  firft  was  (efid  in  the  (hippis  fyve,        [was« 
And  Fawnus  had  the  relefe,  and  hare  it  to  his 

wyff; 
And  eehft  held  them  payde,  and  Rame  beft  of  all. 
For  (he  had  conquerid  thing  that  cailid  nooft  hir 

gaU. 
Now  leve  I  Fawnys  and  his  wyfT,  and  of  the  ge« 

vemaunoe 
Of  Beryn  I  wol  fpeke,  and  alio  of  his  chaonce. 
When  lodi£men  and  ma^neris  in  al  thing  redy 

was 
This  Beryn  into  Alifavadcr,  yf  God  wold  fend 

hym  grace 
That  virynde  hym  woH  ferve,  he  wold :  fo  on  a  d«y 
The  wynd  was  good,  ax^  they  feyiid  on  ther  wey 
Too  dayis  fullich,  and  a  nyght  thcrwythal. 
And  had  wedir  at  wyU,  tyli  at  bft  gan  fall 
Suth  a  inyft  among  them  that  no  m^  myght  fe 

Othir, 
That  wcle  was  hym  that  had  ther  the  blclTing  of 

his  modir. 
For  thre  dayis  incelfantly   the   dcrknes  among 

them  was. 
That  no  (hipp  myght  fe  othir ;  wherfor  full  oft 

Alas! 
They  fcyd,  and  to  the  high  God  they  made  tbfi'r 

preycrc. 
That  he  woM  of  his  grace  them  govern  and  ftcf  e 
So  that  their  ly vis  myght  favid  be, 
For  they  were   clccn  in  difpeyr,  becaufe   they 

myght  nat  fe 
Tlie  lodcr,  whcrby  thefc  (bJpmen  ther  coors  toke 

ech  one. 
Soat  laft^the  ferfh  day,  making  thus  hir  monc,  . 
The  dey  gan  clcrc ;  and  then  fuch  wynd  arofe 
That  blew  their  (hippis  clfewherc  then  was  their 

(irft  purpofe. 
The  tempcft  was  fo  huge  and  fo  ftrong  alfo, 
That  wcic  was  hym  that  coudc  byndc  or  ondo 
Any  rppe  within  the  (hipp  that  longit  to  the  craft; 
Every  man  (hewed  his  connyng  to  fore  tlie  (hipp. 

and  bafft. 
Tlic  wynd  a  wook  the  fee  to  brafV,  it  blew  fo 

grcfly  fore. 
That  Bcryu  and  all  his  company  of  (ynnys  las  and 

more 
Eche  man  round  about  (hrofThymfclfto  othir. 
And  put  in  Oodd*js  gowcmauncc  lyf,  (hipp,  and 
•flrothir; 


i 
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For  ther  wa«  fiiippls  meyne,  for  owght  they  c«ud 

hale, 
'  That  myght  abate  of  the  ihipp  the  thiknes  of  a 

fcale  : 
•The  wedir  was  fo  fervent  of  wynd  and  eke  of 

thundir 
That  every  ihipp  from  othir  was  blowe  of  light 

afdndir, 
And  durid  fo  al  day  and  nyght,  tyU  on  the  morowe 
I  trow  it  was  no  queftiouqe  wher  they  had  joy  or 

forowe. 
So  aftirward,  as  God  wold,  the  wynd  was  fom- 

what  fofe, 
Beryne  clepid  a  maryner,  and  bad  hym  fty  on  loft, 
And  wcyte  aftir  oUr  four  ihlppis  aftir  ut  doith 

dryvc, 
For  it  is  but  grace  of  God  yf  they  be  alyve. 
A  inaryner  anbon  wyth  that,  right  as  Beryn  bad, 
Styed  into  the  top  c^ftcll,  and  brought  hym  ty- 

<?ings  glad : 
Sir,  he  (eith,  beth  (nery  jyenr  fiilppis  conuthechone 
Saif  and  found  failing,  as  ye  Ihul  fe  anoon ; 
And  eke,  Sir,  fertherniore,  lond  alfo  I  iigh, 
l^et  draw  our  cors  eftward,  thys  tyde  woU  bryng 

usny. 
BleiTed  be  God!  quod  Beryn,  then  wer  our  ihippis 

com, 
We  have  no  ncde  to  dout  werr  nc  moleftationne, 
For  ther  n*ys  wythin  our  Ihippis  no  thyng  of  fpo- 

liatioune. 
But  al  trew  marchaundife ;  wherefor  for  lodifman 
^tere  onys  into  the  coftis  as  well  as  thou  can  ; 
When  our  (hippis  be  ycom,  that  we  mowe  pas  in 

fere, 
Lace  on  a  bonnet  or  tweyn,  that  we  mowe  faile 

nerc. 
And  when  they  wcr  the  coflis  nygh  was  noon  of 

them  alle 
That  wift  what  lond  it  was  :  then  Beryn  g^n  to 

caU? 
Put  of  every  fliip  anoon  a  maryner  or  tweynf 
For  to  take  counfeil,  and  thus  he  gan  to  feyne  : 
The  frountis  of  this  ilk  town  been  wondir  feir 

wythall, 
Methinkcth  it  is  the  bc|l  rede,  what  that  evir  be- 

faU. 
That  I  my  felf  aloon  walk  into  the  towne, 
And  here  and  fe  both  her  and  ther,  upward  and 

downe. 
And  enquere  fullich  of  their  governaunce. 
What  fey  ye  Sirs?  woll  ye  fcnt  to  this ordenaunce  ? 
All  thev  accotdit  wcU  thei:to  and  held  it  for  the 

bcft,  [reft, 

For  thus  yf  it  be  profitabill  we  mowe  abide  and 
And  yf  it  be  othinvife  the  ratbir  (hall  we  go, 
For  aftir  that  the  fpcde  we  woll  work  and  do. 
But  nbwc  mowe  ye  her  right  a  wondir  thing  ; 
Jn  all  the  world  wydc  fo  fals  of  their  lyvyng 
Was  no  pepill  undif  fone,  ne  qpne  fp  di(Fey  vabill. 
As  was  die  pepill  of  this  town,  ne  more  unftabill, 
And  had  a  ciiried  ufage  of  fotlU  ymaginadoune. 
That  yf  fo  wer  the  Ihippis  of  any  ftraunge  nacioune 
Were  com  into  the  port,  anoon  Uiey  wold  tbem  hide 
Within  their  own  ho'^fis^  and  no  man  go  ne  ryde 


In  no  ftrete  of  alle  the  tovm ;  afcattice  that  they 

wer  Jewdc, 
And  coud  no  /kill  of  marchandife,  a  (kill  it  was  a 

ihrewde. 
As  ye  il)ull  here  aftir  of  their  wrong  and  fsHkede; 
But  yit  it  fill,  asworthy  was,  oppon  their  own  hede. 
Beryn  arayd  hym  firesikly,  as  to  f  Marckand 

longith. 
And  fet  hym  on  a  palfrey  wel  be  fey  and  hoogit, 
And  a  page  reimyng  by  his  hors  fete : 
He  rode  endlong  the  town,  but  no  man  coud  be 

meet; 
Tlie  dorrys  wer  yclofid  in  both  too  fidis, 
Wherof  he  had  mervell :  yetferthermore  he  ridii, 
And  waytid  on  his  right  bond  a  mancipil*u  plait 
A)l  freih  and  new,  and  thidir  gan  he  pafe : 
The  gat  is  wer  wyde  up,  and  thidir  gan  he  go, 
For  £roughout  the  Ibng  town  he  found  fo  no  mo. 
Therin  dwcllid  a  burgeyfe  the  moft  fdiper  mao 
Of  all  the  town  throughout,  and  what  fo  he  waa 
With  trechery  and  gile,  as  doith  fom  freris, 
Right  fo  muft  he  part  with  hit  comperis. 
Beryn  light  down  on  his  hors,  and  inward  gan 

he  dres, 
And  fond  the  good  man  of  the  honie  pleying  at 

che& 
With  hys  neyghboor,  as  trewe  at  he,  that  dwellid 

hym  faft  by. 
But  as  fone  as  this  burgeyfe  on  Beryn  cafi  his  eye 
$odenly  he  ftert  up,  and  put  the  che|s  hym  fro, 
And  toke  Beryn  by  the  hond,  and  feyd  thefe  wor- 

dis  tho ; 
JBffuditUi :  what  manere  wynd  hath  ybron|:ht  yos 

here  ? 
Now  wold  to  God  I  had  wherof,  or  coad  make 

yew  chere ! 
But  ye  (hull  lowe  my  good  wyU,  and  take  fuch  ai 

'    ther  is, 
And  of  yeur  gentil  paciens  fuffir  that  is  amys. 
For  well  he  will  by  hit  aray  and  by  his  copoti* 

naunce 
That  of  the  fhippis  that  wer  ycom  he  had  fom  gt- 

vemaunce, 
Wherfor  he  made  hym  chere  femyng  amaybiu, 
Icolerid  all  with  cauteKs,and  wondir  difleyvabill : 
He  bracyd  hyqa  by  the  myddil,  andpreyd  hym  fit 

adoun. 
And  lowly  with  mnchworihipp  dreflid  hiscosflion' 
Lord  God!  feyd  this  burgeyfe,  I  thank  this  ilk  dcy 
That  I  (huld  fee  yew  hole  and  found  here  in  itt|i 

contray ; 
And  yf  ye  lift  to  tell  the  canfc  of  yewr  comyngi 
And  yf  ye  have  nede  to  any  manere  thing,       ^ 
And  it  be  in  my  power,  and  thoughe  I  Ihnld  it 

It  flmld  go  right  wonder  ftreyte,  I  fey  yew  »»• 
But  yec  it  had  in  hafte,  thcrwith  yew  plcfe,  [hch» 
For  now  I  fee  yew  in  my  howfc  my  hert  isin  greteefe. 
The  tpdir  burgeyfe  rofc  hym  up  for  to  make  reaJe, 
And  axid  of  In?  feUw,  that  lord  was  ol  the  hflufc. 
>Vhen?  is  this  worihipfuU  man  ?  with  wordishentf 

and  low,  ^ 

For  it  (femith  by  the  manere  th?t  yc  hym  J*;?*? 

khowc, 
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JMid  have  Uj  iiym  tofore  this  tyme.  I  have  fene, 

quod  the  todir, 
Te  ywis  an  xoo  iithia,  and  right  as  to  my  brodlr 
I  wol  do  hym  plcfaunce  in  al  that  evir  I  can» 
For  trcwlich  in  his  contray  he  is  a  worihipful  man : 
Foribth,  Sir,  and  for  your  love,  a  thoufand  in  this 

tows* 
Wold  do  hym  worihip,  and  be  right  feyne  and 

bown 
To  pkfe  hym,  and  avail  to  have  thonk  of  y«u  : 
I  woot  wcle,  Ood  them  ycld,  fo  have  they  oft  er 

nowe. 
And  arofe  up  therwithall,  and  with  his  felaw  fpak 
Of  fnch  manere  mater  that  faylid  nevir  of  lakk. 
So  when  their  confeill  was  ydo  this  burgeyfe  preyd 

his  fere 
To  fit  a  down  be  Beryn,  and  do  hym  fport  and 
And  in  the  while  I  wol  fe  to  his  hors,         [chere, 
for  every  gentil  hert,  afore  his  own  cors 
Defirith  that  his  riding  beft  fervid  and  ydight 
Rather  than  hymfelf ;  wherfor  wyth  all  my  myght 
I  woll  have  an  eye  therto;  and  fich  parte  wyyn 
Wich  tonne  or  pipe  is  beft  and  ipoft  fync. 
Beryn  was  all  aba&id  of  his  foden  chere, 
Btt  nethirlesthe  burgeyfe  fat  hymfomwhat  nere, 
And  preyd  hym  of  his  gentilnes  his  name  for  to  tell. 
His  conrrey  and  his  lynoage :  and  he  anfwer*d  (hell, 
Berinos  I  am  ynamid,  and  in  Rome  ybore. 
And  have  fyve  (hippis  of  myn  own,  las  and  more, 
FuU  of  raarchaundife,  ligging  tofore  the  town ; 
Bat  much  marvaiUe  have  I  the  good  man  is  fo  boun 
Tolerve  me  and  plefe,  and  how  it  might  be. 
Sir,feyd  the  burgeyfe,  no  mervelle  it  is  to  me. 
For  many  a  tyme  and  oft,  I  cannot  fey  how  lome. 
He  hath  be  in  your  marchis;  and  as  I  trow  in  Room 
Alfo  he  was  ybore,  yf  I  ne  ly  (hall. 
Yf  it  be  fo,  quod  Beryn,  no  mervelle  it  is  at  all 
Tbongfae  he  may  haVe  yfey,  and  eke  his  gentiU 

chere 
Previth  it  all  opynly ;  but  be  hym  that  bought  me 

derc 
I  have  thcr'of  no  koowlech,  as  I  am  now  avyfid. 
"Ulth  that  cam  in  the  good  man  with  countenauncc 

dilgifid, 
Andhad  cnqueryd  of  thechild  that  with  Beryn  cam 
Fro  gyanyng  to  the  endyng,  and  told  his  madris 

name. 
And  of  Agea  his  modir,  and  all  thing  as  it  was, 
Wher-througrh  he  was  ful  perfite  to  anfwere  to  e- 

very  cas; 
So  entryng  into  the  hall  the  burgeys  fpak  anoon, 
A!  my  geotill  Beryn,  alas!  that  under  (lonne 
Myn  own  hert  Agea,  thy  modir  leff  and  derc ! 
Now  God  aff»y)  Ur  foxile,for  nevir  bettir  chere 
Had  I  of  frend  woman,  ne  nevir  half  fo  good. 
BfmdifHe/  s  Marchaunt  comyng  ovir  flood ! 
Who  brought  yew  in  this  purpos,  and  bcth  your 

fadii's  heir  ? 
Now  by  my  trew  confcicnce  ry^ht  nygh  in  difpcyr 
I  wax  for  your  lake,  for  now  ^endlele 
Te  fflowe  wele  ley  that  ye  been;  but  yit  for  ne- 

thirles 
Yee  muc  endure  fortune  and  hevynes  put  awey ; 
Xhcr  is  noon  othir  >rifdom.    Alfo  ycur  (hippiagey , 

i 


That  been  ycom  in  favcte,  ought  to  amend  yeur 

mode. 
The  wich  when  we  have  dyned,  I  fwere  for  by  the 

rood, 
We  wol  fe  them  trewly  within  and  eke  without. 
And  have  wyne  wyth  us  and  drynk  al  about. 
They  fet  and  wislh,  and  fed  them,  and  had  wher- 

ofplente; 
The  burgeyfe  was  a  ftuffid  man,  ther  lakkid  noon 

deynte. 
So  when  they  had  ydined  the  cloth  was  up  ytake, 
A  chefe  ther  was  y1>rought  forth,  but  tho  gan  fo- 

rowe  to  wake. 
The  ches  was  all  of  ivory,  the  meyne  firesfli  and 

new, 
I  pulsfliid  and  ypikid  of  white,  afnre,  and  blew. 
Beryn  beheld  the  cheker,  it  femed  pa(ryng  feir; 
Sir,  quod  the  burgeyfe,  ye  (hnl  fytid  her  a  payr 
That  woll  mate  yew  trewly  in  las  than  half  a  myle. 
And  was  yfeyfl  of  fotilte  Beryn  to  begile. 
Now  in  foth,  quod  Beryn,  it  myght  wel  hap  nay. 
And  ne*er  I  muft  my  (hippis  fe  els  I  wold  allay. 
What  nedith  that,  quod  the  burgeyie?  trewlich  I 

wol  nat  glofe. 
They  been  nat  yit  yfetelid  ne  fixid  in  the  wofe ; 
For  I  have  fent  thries  Oth  ye  hither  cam 
To  wait  oppon  their  governaunce;  wherTor  let  let 

ogame. 
And  I  (hall  be  the  firft  that  (hall  yew  atalL 
The  meyne  wer  yfct  up,  and  gon  to  plcy  faft. 
Beryn  wan  the  fir(l,  the  fccond,  and  the  third. 
And  at  fourth  game*  in  the  ches  amyd 
The  burgeyfe  was  ymatid;  but  that  luft  him  wele; 
And  all  was  doon  to  bryng  hym  yn,  as  ye  Ihul 

her  fnel. 
Sir,  then,  feyd  Beryn,  ye  woot  well  how  it  is. 
Me  lift  no  more  to  pley,  for  yee  know  this, 
Wher  is  noon  comparifoun,  of  what  thing  fo  it  be, 
Luft  and  liking  fallith  ther :  as  it  femeth  m^ 
Ne  wnrth  it  nat  commendabiU  that  ay  is  by  ojide^ 
But  it  rebound  t9  the  tatbir:  wherf  ore  tyme  is  to  ryde  j 
And  as  many  thonkis  as  I  can  or  may 
Of  my  (jport  and  chere,  and  alfo  of  yeur  pley. 
Nay  iwis,  gentill  Beryn,  I  Woot  ye  wol  nat  go. 
For  noritur  wol  it  nat  for  to  part  fo. 
And  eke  my  condidoune ;  but  I  ley  fomething 
Is  no  more  to  pley  then  who  fo  (hoke  a  ryng 
Ther  no  man  is  wythyn  the  ryngyng  to  anfwere  ; 
To  (hete  a  fethirles  bolt  almoft  as  good  me  were  z 
But  and  ye  wold  this  next  game  fom  manir  wager 

And  let  the  trowith  on  both  fidis  be  morgage  and 

That  whofo  be  ymatid  graunt  and  aflent 
To  do  the  todirs  bidding,  and  whofo  do  repent 
Drynk  all  the  watir  that  fait  is  of  the  fee. 
Beryn  belevid  that  he  coud  pley  bctir  than  he. 
And  fodinly  aftentid,  with  bond  in  hondaflurid. 
Men  that  ftode  beftdes,  ycappid  and  yhurid. 
Wift  wele  that  Beryn  (buld  have  the  wers  mcs. 
For  the  burgeyfe  was  the  heft  pleyer  at  ches 
Of  all  the  wyde  marchis,  or 'many  a  myle  about; 
But  that  ne  wyft  Beryn  of,  nc  caft  ther*of  n«^ 
doute: 
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He  iet  the  meyne  efft  ageyn,  and  toke  bctir  hede 

Then  he  did  tofore;  and  fo  he  had  nede. 

The    hurgcyfe  toke  anrifement  bng  on  eveij 

draught, 
So  wyth  an  hour  or  two  Beryn  he  had  ycaug^ 
Somwhat  oppon  the  hipp,  chat  Beryn  had  the  wert. 
And  albeit  his  mynd  and  wyll  was  for  to  curs, 
Yit  muft  he  dure  his  fortune  when  he  was  lb  fer 

ygo; 

For  Who  ii  that  that  Fortune  may  altvay  undo  I 

And  namelich  ftout  ev«n  in-eche  iide 

Of  ft9  and  coatra:  but  God  help  down  woU  be 

glide. 
But  DOW  a  word  of  philoibphy  that  fallith  to  my 

mynd; 
WU  iaJke  6nU  of  the  tigynmyiig  'whaifaljhall  oftbe  tmd 
Meleytb  alnJbt^wt  tbegapthtr  Fortunt  %voUiMryde: 
But  comyniich  yowith  forgctith  that  throughout 

the  world  wyde. 
JUght  fo  be  Beryn  I  may  welc  iey  that  cottfaiJlw 

in  rakid, 
Likly  to  lefe  his  marchatmdiie,  and  go  hymfelf  al 

nakid. 
Beryn  ftudied  in  the  ches,  although  it  nought 

aTailid ; 
The  burgeyfe  in  the  mene  while  with  other  men 

coidailUd 
To  fech  the  ferg^untis  in  the  town  for  thing  he 

hadado^ 
So  when  they  come  were,  they  walkid  to  and  fro 
Up  and  down  is  the  hall,  as  Ikannce  they  knew 

nought ; 
And  yit  of  all  the  purpofe,  wit,  and  mynd,  and 

thought, 
Qf  the  untrew  burgeyfe,  by  his  meflengeris 
They  wer  fui  CAibrmyd:  wherfbr  with, eye,  and 

eris,  and  heft, 
They  lay  await  foU  doggidly  Beryn  to  areft, 
Forther*for  they  wer  aftir  lent,  and  was  their 

charge. 
Lord !  how  Ihuld  o  fely  lomb  among  wolvis  weld. 
And  fcapc  unyharmyd  ?  it  hath  been  feyn  feld. 
Kepe  thy  cut  now,  Beryn,  for  thow  art  in  the  cafe. 
The  hall  was  fall  of  pepill,  the  fn-jauntis  flicwid 

their  mafe ; 
Beryn  kaft  up  his  hede,  and  was  ful  fore  amayid. 
For  then  he  was  in  certen  the  burgeyfe  had  hym 

betrayde. 
Praw  on,  feyd  the  burgeyfe;  Beryn,  ye  have  the 

wers; 
And  every  man  toothir  the  covcnaunt  gan  rcherfe. 
The  burgeyt,  whils  that  Beryn  wasinhevy  thought, 
The  next  draught  aftir  he  toke  a  rook  for  nought. 
Beryn  fwat  for  angir,  and  was  in  hcvy 'plight. 
And  drede  full  fore  in  hert;  for  wele  he  wift  al  quyt 
He  ihuld  nat  efcape,  and  was  in  high  diftrefii ; 
And  pryveiich  in  his  hert  that  ever  he  faw  the  ches 
He  curfid  the  day  and  tyme  :  but  what  avaylid 
For  wcle  hewill  then  that  he  ihuld  be  mate :  [that  f 
He  gan  to  chaunge  his  colour  both  pale  and  wan. 
I'he  burgeyfe  feitl^  Comyth  ncre,yefhulfe  this  man 
Ho%v  he  Ihul  be  matid  with  what  man  mc  lift 
He  droughe  and  feyd,  Chck  mitc  The  fcrjacntia 

wtr  full  prcfc, 


And  (did  Beryn  by  the  Iclerc,  and  feyd.  Sirs,  what 

think  ye  for, to  do,  [fo  f 

Qood  Beryn  to  the  fer jaontis,  that  yc  me  bondttk 
Or  what  have  I  ofiendit?  or  what  have  I  fcide? 
TrewUch,  quod  the  fcrjauntis,  it  vayllth  nat  t» 

breyde ; 
Wyth  us  ye  muft  a  while  wher  ye  wol  or  no 
Tofore  the  fteward  of  this  towQ;.  aryfe,  and  tna 

and  go; 
And  ther  it  Ihal  be  <^>enyd  how  wifely  thow  haft 

wrought : 
This  is  the  end  of  our  tale,  make  it  nevir  ib  tought. 
Sirs,  laritk  feir,  ye  have  sa  nede  to  hale.        [tale. 
Pas  forth,  quod  the  ferjauntis,  we  wol  nat  her  thy 
Yis,  Sirs,  of  yeur  curtefy  I  prey  yew  of  o  word : 

And  ywon  a  wager,  ye  have  naught  to  dooa : 
That  is  bctweeifhym  and  me;  ye  have  Bothys^ 

to  doon. 
The  hooft  made  aa  hidouie  pry,  ia  gefokeot  the 

baut, 
And  fet  his  hand  in  kencbowe,  he  lakldd  nevir  a 

finite. 
Weynft  thow,  feid  he  to  Beryn,  for  to  (come  ne? 
What  evir  thow  fpek^  or  ftroate,  cenes  it  tndl 

nat  be. 
Of  me  ihak  thou  have  no  wrong:  pas  forth  a  bctir 

pafe; 
In  prcience  of  our  fteveard  I  woll  tell  nj  cafe. 
Why,  hooft,  (ay  yec  this  in  emeft  or  in  game  f 
Ye  know  my  contray^  and  ray  modir,  my  lyana^c, 

and  my  name ; 
And  th«s  ye  have  yleyd  me  X  (ith  cm  this  dej^ 
Ye,  what  though  I  fe^d  fo  ?  I  know  wek  it  i«  nay : 
Ther  lyth  no  more  thereto.  But  anothir  lyme 
Leve  nte  fo  much  the  les  when  thow  comeftbyiae; 
For  all  that  evir  1  Ocyd  was  to  bryBg  the  in  care. 
And  now  I  have  my  purpofe  1  woU  aochyng  the 

fpare. 
Thus  jangling  to  ech  othir,  epdcnting  evcsy  pafe. 
They  cntrid  both  into  the  kali  ther  the  ftcivard 

was : 
Evacdlr  was  his  name,  that  fotill  was,  and  fo  feU, 
He  muft  be  well  aviled  tofore  h^m  flrald  tell. 
Anothir  burgeyfe  wyth  hym  was^  provoil  of  the 
That  Hanybald  was  yclepid,  but  of  fotike     [cctc, 
He  paiTid  many  anothir,  as  ye  fliul  here  fottc. 
Berynns  hooft  gan  to  tell  al  thyag  as  it  wa»«iooik 
Fro  gynnyng  to  the  cndyng,  the  wordia  wyth  the 

dede. 
And  how  they  made  their  covemuat,  and  wager 

how  they  Icyd. 
Now  Beryn,  quod  the  ftbwardi  thou  haft  yherd 

this  tale, 
,  How  and  in  what  maaere  thoa  art  ybtongfit  ia 

bale ; 
Thow  muft  do  his  byddyng,  thow  maift  yn  no 

vryie  fee. 
Or  drynk  all  the  watir  that  fak  is  in  the  fee  i 
Of  tbefe  too  thii^  thow  moft  ehcfe  the  tooa  ; 
Now  be  well  avyfid,  an<i  fey  they  will  anoon. 
To  do  yec  both  fawv  f  may  no  betir  fey,       [aiey  : 
For  thow  Ihalt  have  uo  wroug,  as  icrforth  as  | 
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OxeCe  the  ielf  rigkt  as  the  lift,  ai-d  wit  thou  no- 
thing me 
Though  thow  chcfc  the  wcrs  and  let  the  bctir  be. 
Bcryn  llode  ailonyd,  and  no  m^rvaill  was,  [cafe ; 
And  prcyd  the  (leward  of  a  dey  to  anfwcre  to  the 
For  1  might  lightlich  in  fom  word  be  ycanght, 
And  eke  it  is  right  herd  to  chefe  of  to  that  bcth 

right  naught : 
But  and  it  wer  yeur  likyng  to  graunt  me  day  tyl 

to  ntorowe 
I  wold  anfwcr  through  Godd'is  help.  Then  mull 

thow  fynd  a  borowe, 
S^d  the  (Icward  to  Beryn,  and  yit  it  is  of  grace. 
Now  hcrith  me,  quod  Hauybald,  I  prey  alitil  fpafc : 
He  hath  five  fliippis  ondir  the  town,  lyggyng  on 

the  ftroag, 
The  wich  been  lufficiant  yfcfid  in  our  bond, 
By  mc  that  am  yeur  provoft  to  execute  the  law. 
He  muft  affcnt.  Quod  Evander,  Let  us  onys  {icrc 

his  (aw. 
1  graunt  wcic,  quod  Beryn,  Cth  it  may  be  noon 

othir. 
Then  Hanybald  arofe  hym  up  to  fefc  both  (hip 

and  ftrothir,  [wey, 

A»d  tokc  Beryn  wyth  hym ;  (b  talkyng  on  the 
Brryn,  quod  Hanybald,  I  fuyr  the  be  my  fey 
That  thow  art  much  ybound  to  me  this  ilk  dey. 
So  is  thy  pie  ameudit  by  me ;  and  eke  of  fuch  a  wey 
1  am  avyfid  in  thy  caufe,  yf  thow  wolt  do  by  rede, 
That  lite  or  nought  by  my  counfaill  ought  the  to 

Yce  know  wek  to  morowe  the  dey  of  pie  b  fet 
That  ye  mut  ncdis  anfwere,  or  els  wythout  lett 
1  muft  yeld  them  yeur  (hippi* ;  I  may  in  no  wyfc 

blyn; 
So  have  I  undertake :  but  the  mcrchaundife  wythio 
li  nac  in  my  charge,  yc  kuowe  as  weic  as  I, 
To  makethcr*ofno  lyvery:  whcj'for  now  wyfely 
Wcrch,  and  do  aftir  rede :  let  all  your  mcrchaun- 
Be  voidit  of  yeur  (hippis,  and  at  hiejtt  prifc    [diic 
1  wt>l  have  it  every  dele  in  covenaunt;  yf  ye  lift 
To  fe  myne  hou&  here  onys  tofore,  I  hold  it  for 

the  heft, 
Wber  ye  (hull  fe  of  divers  Ijindis,  houfcs  to  or  thrc 
Full  of  marchaundife,  that  through  this  grctc  cctc 
K  DO  fuch  in  prcve,  I  may  right  well  avowe. 
So  when  he  have  all  feyn,  and  t  have  yeur  alfo. 
Let  fooa  hargen  he  ymade  betwene  us  both  top.  • 
Graont  mercy !  Sir,  quod  Beryzi^  yeur  profir  is  feir 

and  good^; 
Feyn  wold  1  do  thcr*aftir  vf  I  ondirftood 
1  myght  wythout  blame  of  breking  of  areft. 
Yii,  qaod  Hanybald,  at  my  pcrell  me  truft. 
So  to  If  anybald*s  houlc  togidir  both  they  rode, 
Aod  fond,  as  Hanvbald  had  yfeyd,  an  houge  hou(|;, 

long  and  orode. 
Fall  of  inarchaundife  as  rich  as  it  may  be,    [cete. 
PaiTyng  all  the  marchantis  that  dwellid  in  that 
Ihus  when  all  was  (bewid  they  dronk  and  take 

their  leve. 
So  (c  Btryn's  (hippis  in  haft  they  gon  to  meve. 
And  when  that  Hanybald  was  avylid  what  charge 

the  (hippis  here  [nerc 

lie  gac  to  fpckc,  ia  his  wyfc  afcaunce,  he  rcught 
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Whethir  be  bargepynd  or  no,  and  feyd  thus :  Be- 
ryn, frend. 
You:  marchaundife  is  feir  and  good,  now  let  us 

make  an  end 
If  yce  lift ;  I  can  no  more;  yc  knowith  how  it  is. 
Com,  of  (hort  let  tuk  them  yn,  methinkith  I  fey 

nat  mys, 
And  then  yeur  meyne  and  ye,  and  I,  to  my  houfe 

(hall  we  go. 
And  of  the  marchaundife  I  faw  I  wol  not  part 
Chcfc  of  the  beft  of  that  ye  find  there     [therfro  j 
Throughout  the  long  houfe,  ther  (hal  no  man  yeu 

dere. 
And  therwith  (hall  yeur  (hippis  be  filled  all  fyve  : 
I  (^an  fey  no  bctir  :  yf  ye  lift  to  dryve         [men  ; 
This  hargen,  to  the. end  counfellith  with  yeur 
I  may  nat  long  tary,  I  muft  ncdis  hen. 
Beryn  cleptd  his  meyne  counfell  for  to  take ; 
But  his  firft  mocioune  was  of  the  woo  and  wrakc, 
And  all  the  tribulacioune,  for  pleying  at  ches. 
That  he  had,  every  dele  his  (hame  and  his  dnrcs 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  and  how  it  ftode,  he  told  how 

it  was, 
And  then  he  azid  counfaill  what  beft  was  in  tho 
cafe,  « 

To  chaunge  with  the  burgeyfe  or  els  for  to  leve  t 
Eche  man  feyd  his  avifc ;  but  al  that  they  did  mev« 
It  wer  to  long  a  tale  for  to  tell  it  here  : 
But  fynally,  at  end,  they  cordit  al  in  fere  - 
That  the  chaunge  (huld  ftond,  for  as  the  ^e  was 

fall 
They  held  it  clcrely  for  the  beft,  and  went  fortH 

wythall 
The  next  wey  that  they  couth  to  Hanybald*isplafe« 
But  now  (hull  ye  here  the  moft  fotill  fallace 
That  ever  man  wrought  till  othir,  and  higheib 

trechcry, 
Wich  HanybaM  had  wrought  hyinfclf  to  this  com- 
pany. 
Go  in,  quod  Hanybald,  and  chefe,  as  thy  cove* 

naunt  is. 
In  goon  thcfe  Romeyna  ech  oon,  and  fond  a  mys; 
For  there  was  nothing  that  eny  man  might  fe 
Sa(f  the  wall  and  tyk  ftonys,  and  tymhir  made  of 

tre; 
For  Hauybald  had  do  void  it  of  all  thing  that  was 

there; 
Whils  he  was  at  the  (hippis  his  men  away  it  here. 
When  Beryn  law  the  houfe  ler that  ful  wasther 'to- 
fore 
Of  riche  marchaundife,  alas!  thought  be,  lam  lore^ 
I  am  in  this  world;  and  wittith  well  his  hert 
Was  nat  al  in  likeing;  and  outward  gan  he  ftert 
Like  half  a  wodedian,  and  bete  both  his  Uppis, 
And  gan  to  haft  fail  towards  his  own  (hippis. 
To  kepe  his  good  within  wyth  al  that  evir  he 

myght. 
That  It  were  nat  difcbargit,ashym  thought  verrey 

right. 
But  al  for  naught  was  his  haft,  for  30c  men, 
Asfaft  as  they  myght,  they  hare  the  good  then. 
Through  ordcnaunce  of  Hanybald,  that  pry  vclick 

tofore 
Had  purpofid  and  ycaft  (hutd  be  out  yborc,  . 
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Beryn  made  a  fwyff  pafe ;  ther  myght  no  man  hym 

let; 
Bat  Hanybald  was  ware  inough,  and  with  Beryn 

met :    . 
Allfor  nought :  Beryn,  thoi|  knoweftwell  and  fyne 
The  Ihippis  ben  areiiUd,  and  the  good  is  myne. 
What  woldeil  thow  do   ther?  thow  haft  thcr 

nowght  to  do; 
I  wol  hold  thy  covenaunt  and  thow  myn  alfo. 
For  yit  faw  I  nevir  man  that  was  of  tl)y  manere; 
Sometynie  thou  wilt  «ivaante,  and  fome  tyme 

arcre: 
Now  thow  wilt,  and  now  thow  n'olt,  Wher  (hul 

men  the  fynd  ? 
Now  fey  oon,  and  (Ith  anothir.  So  variant  of  mynd 
Saw  \  neyir  tofore  this  dey  man  fo  Tariabill. . 
Sith  I  the  fynd  in  fuch  plyte,  our  bargeh  for  to 

(labm, 
We  woU  tofore  the  fteward,  ther  we  both  (hull 

have  right. 
Nay,  forfoth,  quod  Beryn.  Yis  treulich  the  tite, 
Quod  Hanybald,  wher  thou  wolt  or  no  \  and  fo 

I  the  charge 
As  provofl :  know  that  yf  me  lift  my  warant  is  fo 

large, 
And  thow  make  any  diffence,  to  bynym  thy  lyffe. 
Take  thyn  hors;  it  gaynyth  nat  for  to  make  flryffe. 
So  wyth  forowfull  hert  Beryn  toke  his  hors, 
Andfoftly  feydtohismen,  Of  me,  quod  he,  no  fors. 
But  wend  to  yeur  ihippis ;  I  wol  com  when  I  may ; 
Ye  feth  well  evenchone  I  may  no  bet  awey. 
Wow  here  by  this  fame  Tale  both  fre  and  bond 
Mow  fele  in  their  wittis ;  and  eke  ondirftonde 
That  Lit'dl  vaHiti  wjifdom  or  els  governammce 
7l)er  fortune  evir  wertUth^  and  eh  Hap  and  Ciataue , 
Or  what  availeth  iounfe,  Sev/te,  9r  riches ^ 
Frendfiip^  orfotUte^  or  els  hardimeSp 
CoUy  g»od^  or  cateli,  %vyty  or  by  lyftage, 
Xiordf  or  lordis  ferviee^  or  els  high  peerage  f 
What  may  all  this  avayle  ther  Fortune  is  ajoo  f 
J  tvis  right  litifl^  or  nevir  a  dele  :/idl  oft  it/allithfi. 
So,  (hortly  to  pas  ovir,  they  fill  to  fuch  an  end 
That  Beryn  Ihuld  have  day  ageyn  a  moro  we,  and 

fo  to  wend 
He  fet  hym  in  ful  purpofe  to  hi?  (hippis  ward : 
But  yit  or  he  cam  ther  he  fond  the  paifage  hard  : 
For  how  he  was  begiled  throughout  all  the  towne 
7%er  and  ther  a  coupill  gan  to  fpeke  and  to  roune; 
And  every  man  his  purpofe  was  to  have  parte 
With  falfnes,  and  with  fotiltces ;  they  coud  noon 

othir  art, 
Beryn  rode  forth  in  his  wey,  his  page  ran  hym  by, 
Fud  fore  adred  in  hert,  and  caft  about  his  eye 
Up  and  down,  even  long  the  ftrete,  and  for  angir 

fwet; 
And  cr  he  had  riden  a  ilone*s  call,  a  blynd  man 

with  him  met, 
And  fpak  no  word,  but  fefid  hym  (aft  by  the  lap. 
And  cried  out  and  harrowe,  ^d  nere  hym  gan  to 

flap. 
All  for  nought,  quod  this  blynd ;  what !  wenyft 

thow  for  to  (kape  ? 
J^eryn  had  thought  to  prik  forth,  and  thought  it 
had  be  jape. 


The  blynd  man  caft  awey  his  ftaff,  and  fet  on  troth 

his  hondis ; 
Nay,  thow  Ihalt  nat  void,  quod  be,  for  all  thj  rich 

londis, 
Tyll  I  of  the  have  refon,  lawe,  and  eke  rigfate. 
For  trewlich  t  may  wit  it  the  that  I  have  loll  1117 

fight. 
So  for  ought  that  Beryn  cond  othir  fpeke  or  prey 
He  myght  in  no  wyfe  pas ;  fill  fore  he  gan  to  may. 
And  namelich  for  the  pepiU  throng  hym  fo  about. 
And  eche  man  gan  hym  nond,  and  feyd.  Without 

doute 
Ye  mnft  nedes  (lond,  and  reft,  and  bide  the  Uwe, 
Be  ye  nevir  fo  grete  a  man.  So  wold!  wonder  faw^e. 
Quod  Beryn,  yf  yee  had  caufe,  but  I  know  noon. 
No,  thou  ihsilt  know  or  thow  go  thow  hail  nat 

al  ydoon. 
The  blynd  man  feyd  to  Berya.    Tell  on  them, 

quod  he. 
Here  is  no  place  to  plete,  the  blynd  man  feyd  age, 
Alfo  we  have  no  jugc  here  of  autorite ;  [me. 

But  Evandir  the  fteward  ihall  deme  both  the  and 
When  I  my  tale  have  told,  and  thow  haft  made 

anfwere. 
By  that  tyme  men  fliull  know  how  thow  canft  the 

dcre. 
Now,  foveren  G(ki !  I  thank  the  of  this  ilk  dey  ; 
Then  I  may  pifve  the,  be  my  lyve,  of  word  and 

eke  of  fay 
Fait,  and  eke  untrewe  of  covenannt  thow  haft 

ymakid. 
But  lltill  is  thy  charge  now  though  that  I  go  nakid 
That  fometyme  wer  partinere,  and  rekenydft  nevir 

yit; 
But  thou  ihalt  here  or  we  depart  ther*  of  a  litiU 
For  aftir  comyn  feyng,  Evir  atte  ende  [^vitt. 

The  trowith  woU  be  previd  how  fo  men  evir  trend. 
Thus  they  talkid  to  eche  othir  tyl  they  com  into 

the  plafe. 
And  wer  yentrid  in  the  hall  ther  the  fteward  was. 
The  blynd  man  firft  gan  to  fpake  :  Sir  Steward,    I 

for  Godd*iB  fake,  | 

Herith  me  a  litill  while,  for  here  I  have  ytake 
He  that  hath  do  me  wrong  moft  of  man  of  mold; 
Be  my  help,  as  law  woU,  for  hym  that  Jndas  Ibid.    ' 
Ye  know  wele  that  oft  tyme  1  ha^ie-to  yew 

How  I  was  betrayed,  and  how  I  was  ypenid. 
And  how  a  man  fome  tyme  and  I  our  yen  did 

chaunge : 
This  is  the  fame  perfone,  though  that  he  make  it 

ftraunge : 
I  toke  them  hym  but  fq^  a  tyme,  and  wcnyd 

trewly 
Myne  to  have  that  yhad  ageyn ;  and  fobothheand  f 
Were  cnfured  uttirlich,  and  was  our  both  will ; 
^ut  for  myne  the  bettir  were  wrongfuUich  and 

ille 
He  hath  them  kept  hidirto,  wyth  much  forowe  and 

pyne 
To  me,  as  ye  wele  knowith ;  becaufe  I  have  nat 

myne 
1  may  nat  fe  with  his ;  wherfor  me  is  ful  woo : 
And  cvirmpre  yefeyd  that  ye  myght  nothing  do 
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Tkhont  pre£ince  of  the  man  that  wrought  me 

thk  unqaert :  ) 

Kow  fith  he  it  tofore  you  now  let  hym  nat  aftert ; 
For  many  tyme  and  oft  yee  behete  me 
And  he  myght  be  take  he  (huld  do  me  gre. 
Sith  ye  of  hym  be  ieiid,  howevir  fo  ye  tave. 
Let  hym  nevir  pas  tyl  I  myn  yen  have. 
Beryn,  quod  ETandir,  henil  thot»-nat  they  feWe 
How  fotilly  he  pletith,  and  ware  by  eche  halve  ? 
fioyn  ftode  all  muck,  and  no  word  he  fpake; 
And  that  was  tho  hit  grace ;  ful  fone  he  had  be 

take 
And  be  had  myfleyd  onys,  or  els  yfeyd  nay ; 
For  then  he  had  been  ncgatyff,  and  undo  for  ay : 
For  they  weregreteSeviliouns,anduiidprobat  law. 
Where  erirmore  affirmatyf  fliuld  preve  his  own 

iaw : 
Wbcr*fbre  they  were  fo  quereloufe  of  all  myght 

com  in  mynd^ 
Though  it  wer  nevir  in  dede  ydo ;  fuch  matere 

they  wold  fynd 
To  bcnym  a  man  his  good  through  fommanirgile; 
for  the  blynd  man  wift  right  wele  he  (huld  have 

loft  his  whyle 
To  make  his  pleynt  on  Beryn,  and  fuyd  oppon  hi» 

tor  flyppis  and  eke  marchaundife  in  a  balaunce 

ftode; 
Ther*for  he  made  his  chalengc  his  yen  for  to  have. 
Or  els  he  ihuld  for  them  fyne  yf  he  wold  them 

have. 
And  ligg  for  theminholhigetyil  thefynaunce  cam : 
This  was  all  the  fotilte  of  the  blynd  man. 
Bcryn  ftode  all  muct,  and  no  word  he  fpak. 
Beryn,  quod  Evander,  left  thow  be  ytake 
lo  de£uite  of  anfwere  thou  myghtift  be  condemp- 

nyd. 
Be  right  wek  avyiid,  fith  thou  art  eiamenyd. 
Sir,  ieyd  Beryn,  it  wold  litill  availe 
To  anfwere  thus  aloon  without  good  couniaill ; 
And  aUb  ferthermore,  full  litill  I  (huld  be  levid, 
Whatevir  I  anfwered,  thus  ftonyd  and  reprcvid; 
And  eke  my  wit  doith  £ulle ;  and  no  wondir  is ; 
Whcr'for  1  wold  prey  yew,  of  ycwr  gentilnes. 
To  grauiit   me  dcy  tyll  to  morowe  i  might  be 

avyfide 
To  anfwere  forth,  wyth  othir  that  on  me  been 

funnyiid. 
Depcrdeux !  quod  thefteward,  I  graunt  wel  it  be  fo. 
Beryn  toke  his  leve,  and  hopid  to  pas  and  go : 
But  as  ibne  as  Bcrjn  was  on  his  hors  ryding 
He  met  a  woman  and  a  child  wyth  lad  chere 

comyng. 
That  toke  hym  by  the  reyn,  and  held  hym  wondir 

faft, 
Afld  feid.  Sir,  voidith  nat  yit,  vailith  nat  to  hafte; 
Te  mow  io  no  wyfe  fcapc;  ye  muft  nedis  abyde; 
for  though  ye  lift  to  know  me  nat,  jit  lien  by 

yeur  (ide 
1  have  ful  many  a  tyme,  I  can  nat  tell  yew  lome. 
Come  tofore  the  ftcward,  ther  (ball  ye  here  yeur 

done 
Of  thing  that  I  ihall  put  on  yew,  and  no  word  for 
7b  Icve  mc  thus  aloon  it  is  year  villany.     [to  ly : 


Alas  the  day  and  tyme  that  evir  I  wu  yew  make 
Much  have  I  endured  this  too  yere  for  yeur  fake  I 
But  now  it  Ihall  be  know  who  is  in  the  wronge. 
Beryn  was  all  abalhid,  the  pepill  fo  thik  thronge  ; 
About  him  in  eche  fide  :  for  ought  that  he  couth 

pcyn 
He  mufUto  the  ftcward  of  fyne  fors  ageyn. 
Now  (hull  ye  here  how  ibtiiich  this  woman  gan 

hir  tale 
In  prefence  of  the  fteward.   With  colour  wan  and 

pale 
Petdofly  (he  gan  to  tell ;  and  ieid,  Sir,  to  yew 
Full  oft  I  have  compleynyd  in  what  manerc  and 
My  childlis  fadir  left  me,  by  myfelf  aloon,    [how 
Without  help  or  comforte,  as  grete  as  1  myghi 

goon, 
Wyth  my  fon  here  and  hit,  that  fltameit  is  to  tell 
The  penury  that  I  have  yhsid,  that  afors  fell 
I  muft  nedis  myne  aray,  wher  me  lift  or  lothe. 
Or  els  I  muft  have  beggit  for  to  fynd  us  bothe; 
For  there  was  nevir  woman  I  leve,  as  I  ges. 
For  lak  of  hede  of  lyvelode  that  lyvid  in  moro' 

diftres 
Then  I  my  fclf  for  oft  tyme  for  lake  of  mete  and 

drink; 
Andvitltrow  no  creature  was  (eyner  for  to  fwinke 
My  lyff'  to  fuftene :  but  as  I  mut  nede 
Above  all  othir  thingis  to  his  child  take  hede. 
That  wondir  is  and  mervaile  that  I  am  alyve ; 
For  the  fokyng  of  his  right  as  it  were  a  knyve 
It  ran  into  my  hert ;  fo  low  I  was  of  mode 
That  well  I  woot  in  certcn  with  percell  of  my 

Mode 
His  child  I  have  ynorUhid;  and  that  is  by  me  feen; 
For  my  rede  colour  is  tumid  into  grene  : 
And  he  that  caufe  is  of  all  here  he  ftoodith  by  me  ; 
To  pay  for  the  fofteryng  methinkith  it  is  tyme. 
And  fith  he  is  my  huQ)ond,  and  hath  on  me  na 

rowith. 
Let  hym  make  amendis  in  faving  of  his  trowith. 
And  yf  he  to  any  word  onys  can  fay  nay 
Lo !  here  my  gage,  al  redy  to  preve  all  that  I  fey. 
The  ftewarde  toke  the  gage,  and  fpak  in  foft  wyfe; 
Of  this  perouie  compieynt  a  mann*ys  hcrt  may 

grife. 
For  I  know  in  percell  hir  tale  is  nat  all  leie. 
For  many  a  time  and  oft  this  woman  that  here  ia 
Hath  ybe  tofore  me,  and  pleynid  of  hir  greffe. 
But  without  a  party  hir  caufe  myght  nat  prcfte^ 
Now  thou  art  here  preient  that  the  plenyth  on. 
Make  thy  defence  now,  Beryn,  as  wele  as  thow 
Beryn  ftode  all  muct,  and  no  word  he  fpak.  [coo. 
Beryn,  quod  the  fteward,  doift  thow  fdepeor 
Scy  onys  oon  or  othir  :  is  it  foth  or  nay.  [wake  t 
As  (he  hath  declarid?  tell  on  (aunce  delay. 
Lord  God !  quod  Beryn,  what  f^xild  it  me  availe 
Among  fo  many  wife,  without  right  good  coun« 

faill, 
To  tell  eny  tale?  full  litil as  I  ges : 
Wher'for  I  wold  prey  you  of  your  gentilnes 
Graunt  me  day^tyl  to  morrowe  to  anfwcr  forth 

with  othir. 
I  graunt  wele,  quod  thcfteward|  but  for  fadir  and 

modir,  ,  "^  - 
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Thow  getift  iioltnger  tymc  pleynly  I  the  tell, 
j^ryn  toke  his  leve ;  his  hcrt  gan  to  fwell 
For  pure  vcrrey  anguygfh  ;  and  no  mervaill  wa« ; 
And  who  is  that  that  n'old  and  he  wer  in  Aich 

<rafe  ? 
For  al  his  trift  and  hope  in  eny  worldich  thing 
Was  dccn  from  hym  paflidy  fevc  forowe  and  my- 

flykyngj 
For  body,  good,  and  cateU,  and  lyfT,  he  fct  at 

nought, 
So  was  his  hertywounditforanglr  and  for  thought. 
Bcryn  pafiyd  foftly,  and  to  his  hors  gan  go ; 
And  when  he  was  without  the  gatis,  he  lokid  to 

and  fro. 
And  coud  noon  othir  cottntenzuoce ;   hut  to  his 

page  he  fcyd, 
yrecioufe  God  in  hcren !  how  falfly  am  I  bctrayd  I 
I  trow  no  man  alyre  ftont  it  wcrs  plight. 
And  all  is  for  my  fynne,  and  for  my  yong  dcKtc ; 
And  prynctpally  above  all  thyng  for  grctc  un- 

kyndncs 
That  I  did  to  my  raodir ;  for  littil  hcde  iwts 
I  tokeof  hir,thisknow  I  welc,  while  fhewasalyvc, 
Thcrfor  al  this  turment  isfcntto  me  io  ryve  : 
For  thcr  was  nevir  womon  kyndcr  to  hir  child 
Than  (he  was ;  and  thcr  agcyns  nevir  thing  fo 
Ne  fo  evil  thewid  as  I  was  my  felf,  [wyld 

Thcr'for  forowe  and  happs  environ  me  by  cchc 

helve, 
That  I  n*otc  whidcr  rydc  ncthir  up  ne  down, 
Thcr  ben  fo  many  devil!  ts  dwellyng  in  this  town. 
And  fo  fill  of  gilc  and  trcchery  alfo, 
That  well  I  woot  in  ccrtcyn  they  woll  me  ondo. 
Now  wold  to  6od  in  hcvyn  what  is  my  bcft  rede? 
He  toke  his  hort  to  his  page,  and  thus  to  hym  he 

fayd, 
JLcdc  my  hors  to  fliipward,  and  take  it  to  fome 
And  I  woll  go  on  foot  as  pryvely  as  I  can,  [man, 
And  affay  yf  I  may  in  eny  mancrc  wife 
Efcape  unarreftcd  more  in  fuch  manner  wife. 
The  child  toke  his  maiftir'a  hors,  and  lafth^  there 

aloon, 
Walking  forth  on  foot,  making  oft  his  moon ; 
And  in  his  moft  muling,  I  can  nat  fey  how  lome. 
He  wosfhid  nakid  as  he  was  bore  he  had  be  in 

Room, 
And  no  mervaill  was  it  at  the  cafe  ftode, 
For  he  drad  more  to  lefe  his  eyen  than  he  did  his 

ibippis  or  his  good. 
Now  ye  that  liftith  to  dwell  and  here  of  aventure, 
How  pctoufly  Dame  Fortune,  Bsryn  to  inure, 
Turnyth  hir  whcle  about  in  the  wcrs  fide; 
With  hap  of  forowe  and  anguysfli  Ihe  gynyth  for 

to  ride. 
Beryn  pallid  toward  the  ftrond  thcr  his  fliippis  were, 
Butycc  mow  ondirftond  his  hcrt  was  full  of  fere; 
Tet  ncthirlcs  he  fat  hym  down  foftly  on  a  ftall, 
Semy'ryfe  for  forowe,  and  Icnyd  to  the  wall 
For  tutmentthat  he  had,  fo  wcry  he  wasandfcn  t 
And  to  God  above  thus  he  made  hisplcynt : 
Olorious  God  in  heven  !  that  al  thing  maidft  of 

nought. 
Why  fttffcrift  thow  thcfc  curfid  men  to  ftroy  mc 

for  nought^ 


And  knoweil  well  myc  hiaocenti  that  I  hate  ni 
Of  al  that  they  purfu  me  or  on  me  is  pik  ?  [gilt 
And  in  the  meen  whilt  that  Ber^n  thosga&pie]ni 
A  cachepoll  fiodc  bcfidis,  his  name  was  Maeloign, 
And  herd  all  the  wordts,  and  knew  alio  tofbre 
How  Beryn  was  tormented  both  whh  In  an^ 

more  : 
It  was  yf  prong  through  the  towo ;  io  was  k  fiitf 

enfeniid 
How  he  hym  would  engytie  as  he  had  propenfi^ 
And  had  araid  hym  fo^Uch  as  man  of  contan- 

placiounc. 
In  a  mantellwyththe  lid,  with  falsdiffinrahdonoc. 
And  a  ftaffin  his  honde,  at  thonghe  he  febitlwere, 
And  drow  hym  toward  Beryn,  and  idd  in  this  ma- 

nere : 
The  high  God  of  heven,  that  al  thhig  node  of 

nought, 
Blcs  yew,  gcntil  Sir,  for  many  anhcvy  thought 
Me  thinketh  that  ye  have,  and  no  woodir  it: 
But,  good  Sir,  difinay  yew  nat,  but  Icvidi  yc^ 

hetines. 
And  yf  ye  lift  to  tell  me  fomwhat  of  year  diftrct 
I  hope  to  God  Almighty  in  party  it  rcdres  [oan, 
Through  my  pore  eomifaHl,  and  fo  I  hive  many 
For  I  have  pete  on  yew  be  God  and  by  Sdnt  Joe: 
And  eke  pryvy  hevines  doith  eefae  msn  v^ 
Sodenly  or  he  be  ware,  and  fall  in  diJbeir ; 
And  who  be  in  that  plague  that  man  ts  incvrabni. 
For  coniequem  comyth  aftir  fekencs  idKKmnabill ; 
And  ther*for.  Sir,  diikeverith  yewc,  and  be  no- 

thing  adrad. 
Graunt  mercy  !  Sir,  quod  Beryn,  ye  feme  trew  vA 

fad ; 
But  o  thing  lyith  in  rayn  hcrt,  I  n'oteto  whemf* 

trull. 
For  tho  that  dyned  mc  to  dey  ordcyncd  mc  to 

areft, 
A  Sir !  be  yew  that  man  ?  of  yew  I  have  yhcrd. 
Gentill  Sir,  doutith  nat,  ne  be  nothing  alerd 
Of  me,  for  I  fliall  counfcll  yew  at  wcH  ai  I  aa, 
For  trcwlidi  in  the  cete  dwelKth  nwny  a  Wsmar,] 
And  ufyn  litil  els  but  faUhode,  wrong,  and  wyk, 
And  how  they  might  ftraungers  wnh  trcchery 

bcgile  : 
But  ye  Ihul  do  right  wifely  fomcwhat  be  my 

counfail, 
Spekc  with   the  ftevrard ;  ,that  may  yoB  mod 

availl ; 
For  ther  is  a  comyn  byword,  yf  ye  it  herd  latith, 
JVeUfeUtb  bg  bis  petty  that  fbe  pttmJfivHk 
The  fteward  is  a  covetoufc  man,  that  bag  ^^ 

dilirid  j 

A  knyff  !  have  in  keeping,  whcrwith  his  hcrt  ^ 

wirid  ; 
Shall  be  yew  to  help,  in  covcnaunte  that  ycc 
Shall  give  me  five  mark  yeur  treu  frendto  be.  ^ 
The  luiyff  is  fcir,  I  tell  yew;  yet  ncnrViUitem 

day  j 

Myght  the  fteward  have  it  for  aught  he  cood  prfTj 
The-lvich  ye  fliuM  gyve  hym,  the  betit  for  id 

fpcdc,  ^         I 

Ani  behothc  hyita  %o  t,  to  help  yew  m  V^^ 

ncde; 
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And  yf  he  gnnodtb,  truftttb  wele  je  ftond  ia 

good  plight ; 
For  bctir  19  then  lefe  all  the  las  the  more  quyt. 
And  1  woU  go  wyth  yew  ftraight  to  hi«  plafe, 
And  kock  down  and  fj^ekc  &{k  to  amend  yewr 

cafe. 
And  fay  ycc  be  my  cofin ;  the  betir  ye  (hulfpcdc; 
And  when  that  I  have  all  ytt^  the  knyff  to  hym 

yee  bcdc. 
Beryn  thankid  hymhertUch,  andon  hym  ganttnft. 
With  hond  in  hond  cnfurid,  and  all  for  the  beft ; 
Beryn  thought  noon  othir,  al  that  it  othir  was. 
Machaign  hym  comfertid,  talkyng  of  their  ca£e» 
And  paffid  forth  ftylly  toward  the  fteward  bly  ve 
Beryn  and  Macbaigh ;  but  Beryn  bare  the  knyff. 
And  trufl  mach  in  his  felawe  to  have  fom  help  : 
Bat  or  they  departed  werethey  hadnocaufetoyelp 
Of  no  manir  comfort,  as  ye  (hull  here  anoon ; 
For  as  fone  as  Machaignc  tofore  the  fteward  com 
He  SH  plat  to  the  enh  :  a  grevous  plynt  and  an 

huge 
He  made ;  and  leyd.  Sir  Steward,  new  be  a  trew 

jugc 
Ageyna  thn  fals  treytour  that  ftondith  me  befyde; 
Let  take  of  hym  good  hede,  els  he  woll  nat  abide. 
N#w  naercy  gode  Steward,  for  yee  have  herd  me 

yore 
For  my  h4&r  Mclan  pleyn  to  yon  ful  fore, 
That  with  feven  dromedarys,  as  I  hare  told  yew 

tome, 
With  marchandife  chargit  went  toward  Rome, 
And  it  is  ferea  yere  ago  and  a  litill  more 
Of  hym  or  of  his  goodis  that  I  herd  les  or  more ; 
And  yet  I  have  enqnertd  as  by  ely  as  I  couthc. 
And  met  nevir  man  yit  that  me  coud  teU  with 

mowth 
Any  tydxag  of  hym  onto  this  iame  day ; 
But  DOW  1  know  too  much,  alas!  I  may  wel  fey. 
When  Beryn  herd  thefe  wordis  be  kift  down  his 

hede; 
Alias !  he  thonght  in  hert,  alas !  what  is  my  rede? 
And  would  fayn  have  voidit  and  outward  gan  to 

ftapp, 
But  Machaigne  arofe  and  ieftd  by  the  lapp  : 
Nay,  chow  ihah  not  void,  he  (eid;  my  tale  is  nat 

ydo; 
For  be  trowith  of  tny  body  yf  thou  fca^idift  fo 
1  (hold  nevir  have  mcry  whils  L  wer  on.lyve. 
And  Cet  hond  faft  on  Beryn^s  othir  fcleve. 
And  feid.  Good  Sir  Steward,  my  tale  to  the  end 
I  prey  ye  wold  here,  for  wend  how  men  wend 
Tnere  may  no  man  hele  murdff,  bat  it  will  out  at 

laft :  [paft 

T*he  fame  knyff  my  fadirbcfe  when  he  of  centre 
Let  fcrch  wele  this  fcloa,  thcr  ye  fliul  hym  find ; 
I  know^  the  knyff  wele  Inough,  it  is  nat  out  of  my 

mynd : 
The  cetelcrc  dweltith  in  diis  toon  that  made  the 

Ccnekny^ 
And  for  to  preve  the  trowiA  he  ihall  be  here  as 

Hyvc. 
BcryB  fwat  for  angir,  his  hert  was  full  of  fere; 
H:  toke  the  loiyff  to  the  fteward  or  he  ferchid 

were. 


The  fteward  onto  Beryn,  My  frend,  lo!  quod  he. 
And  thow  think  the  well  about  this  is  foule  plee  : 
I  can  know  noon  othir  but  thow  muft  or  thow  go 
Yeld  the  body  of  Mclan  and  his  good  alfo. 
Now  be  well  avyfid  ageyne  to  morowe  day. 
Then  (halt  thou  have  thy  jngement;  thcr  is  09 

more  to  fey. 
When  Beryn  fro  the  fteward  thns  departid  was, 
And  was  without  the  gate.he  lokid  opponthe  plafe« 
And  curfid  it  wondir  bitterly  in  a  fervent  ire. 
And  wisftiid  many  tymes  it  had  been  a  ftre ; 
For  I  trowe  that  mau  of  lyve  was  never  wors  bc- 

trayid 
Then  I  am;  and  thcrwithall  my  hert  is  cleen  dif- 

mayid. 
For  here  1  have  no  frcndfliip,  but  am  all  counfclles, 
And  they  bea  falaflier  then  Judas,  and  eke  mcr* 

cyles. 
A,  Lord  God  in  hevyn!  that  my  hert  is  woo ; 
And  yit  fuyrly  I  mervel  nat  though  that  it  befb. 
For  yit  in  all  my  lyve  fithe  I  ought  undirftond 
Had  I  nevir  wyl  for  to  lem  good : 
Foly  1  hanntid  it  ever,  ther  myght  no  man  me  let. 
And  now  he  hathypaid  me,  he  is  cleen  out  of  my 

dett; 
For  whils  1  had  tyme,  wifdom  I  myght  have 

krnyd. 
But  I  drow  me  to  foly,  and  wold  nat  be  governed, 
Bnt  had  al  myne  own  wyll,  and  of  no  inan  aferd» 
For  I  was  nevir  chaftifid;  but  now  myne  own  ycrd 
Bctith  me  to  fore;  the  ftrokis  been  too  hard ; 
For  thefe  deviUis  of  this  town  takith  but  Kttil 

reward 
To  fdee  my  body  to  have  my  good.    The  day  19 

fet  to  morowe ; 
Now  wold  to  God  I  were  'm  grave,  for  It  wet  end  - 

offorowe. 
I  was  iwis  to  ranch  a  fole;  fbi^  hate  I  had  to  Rame 
I  wold  forfake  myn  heritage,  therTor  forowe  and 

ihame 
Is  oppon  me  fall,  and  right  wele  deferrid. 
For  1  toke  none  maner  hede  when  my  modir 

ftervid. 
And  difobeyid  my  fadir,  and  fet  hym  at  naught 

aUb; 
What  wondir  is  it  than  though,  that  I  have  woo  f 
Fortune  and  eke  Wifdom  have  werrid  whh  me 

cvir. 
And  I  with  thctri  in  all  my  lyf,  for  Fortune  wat 

me  levir. 
Then  eny  wit  or  govematmce,  for  them  too  I  did 

hate; 
And  though  I  vrold  be  at  oon  now  if  is  too  late. 
O  myghtlol]  Ood  in  heven !  wher  was  evir  man 
That  wrought  hymfelf  more  foly  than  I  my  felf 

did  than  f 
A  ettf&l  be  the  ^yme  that  I  out  of  Rome  went  • 
That  was  my  fadir*s  right  heir  of  lyveloJe  and  of  ^ 

rent. 
And  al  the  rial  lerdfliip  that  he  hath  in  the  town. 
Had  I  had  wit  and  grace,  and  hold  me  bw  and 

boun. 
It  wer  my  kynd  now  among  my  baronage 
To  h^uk  ;uid  tfi  hunt,  and  eke  to  pley  and  rage 
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With  fcir  fpcflie  ladies,  and  daunce  when  me  lift ; 
But  now  it  is  to  late  to  fpcke  of  Had  I  wift. 
But  I  fare  like  the  man  that  for  to  fWele  his  flfei 
He  ftert  into  the  bern,  and  aftir  fire  he  hies. 
And  goith  about  the  wallis  with  a  brennyng  wafe, 
Tyll  it  was  at  laft  that  the  leemand  blafe 
Entrid  into  the  diynys  where  the  wheate  was. 
And  kiflid  fo  the  evefe  that  brent  was  all  the  plafe ; 
But  firft  in  the  begynnyng,  tyll  fcer  fmote  in  the 
• '  raftris. 

He  toke  no  inanere  kepe,  and  thought  of  nothing 

aftir 
IVhat  perell  there  myght  fall :    ne  more  did  I 

ywis, 
That  wold  forfake  myn  honour  ;for  the  unkynd- 

nes 
,  Of  Rame,  that  was  my  (lepmodir ;  f<^  yf  I  ihall 

nat  ly 
They  beth  Iburc ;  whcrfore  the  more  wifely 
I  Ihuld  have  wrought,  had  1  had  wit,  and  fufirid 

for  a  tyme, 
And  aftir  com  to  purpos  wel  inowghe  oiT.myne; 
But  evil  aveng^t  he  is  deol  that  for  a  litil  mode 
And  angir  to  his  neybour  fellith  awey  his  good. 
And  goith  hymfelf  a  bcggyng :   aftir  in  breff 

tyme 
He  mut  be  countid  a  lewd  man  in  all  manere 

ryme. 
So  have  I  wrought  and  wers,  for  I  domt  of  my 

lyve, 
How  that  it  flial  ftond,  for  plukking  of  ray  fcleve 
The  knyff  that  was  me  take,  as  ye  have  herd  to* 

fore; 
And  yit  it  grevith  mine  hert  alfo  much  more 
Of  myn  own  pepill,  that  no  difefe  afe'rvid. 
I  wote  wele  aftir  pleding  ryght  nought  woU  be 

rcfervyd 
To  fuftene  their  lyvi«  :  I  trow  ryght  nought  or  lite, 
And  peraventur  lightly  ftond  in  wors  plight. 
Of  me  it  is  no  fors  though  I  be  thus  arayed. 
But  it  is  dole  and  pete  that  they  ihull  be  betrtyid 
That  hath  nought  afcrvid  but  for  my  gilt  aJoon. 
And  when  that  Beryn  in  this  wife  had  ymade  his 

mone  . 
A  crepill  he  few  comyng  with  grete  fpcde  and 

hade 
Oppon  a  (lilt  ondir  his  kne  bound  wondir  faft, 
And  a  crouch  undir  his  armys,  with  hondis  al  for- 

flu-amyd; 
Alas !  quod  this  Beryn,  (hall  I  be  more  examenyd  ? 
And  gan  to  turn  alide  onto  the  fee  ftronde. 
And  the  crippiil  aftir,  and  wan  oppon  hym  londe. 
Tho  began  Beryn  to  drede  inwardlich  fore, 
And  thought  thus  in  his  hert,  (ball  I  be  comberid 

more  ? 
And  it  wer  Godd'is  wyll  my  forowe  for  to  cefe 
Methtnkich  I  have  inowghe.    The  cripill  began 

to  preche, 
And  had  yraught  nere  bond  Beryn  by  the  fcleve: 
Beryn  tumyd  as  an  hare,  and  gan  to  ren  bly  ve ; 
Bnt  the  cripill  knew  betir  the  pathis  fmalc  and 

grete 
Then  Beryn,  fo  to  f«re  hym  he  was»  and  gan  hym 
.    wetc.  * 


When  Beryn  few  it  vaylid  naught  to  reodetut^ 

lepe. 
What  for  dole  and  aflguysfh  no  word  myght  ht 

fpekc, 
But  ftode  ftill  amaiid,  an4  ftarid  fad  about  3 
The  crepill  began  to  fpcke ;  Sir,*  to  drcde  or  t» 

dout 
Of  me  wold  ye  right  light,  and  ye  knew  myoe 

hert, 
So  where  ye  like  well  or  ill  fro  me  ihail  ye  oaC 

part 
Tyl  I  have  tretid  with  yew,  and  ye  with  me  alfo. 
Of  all  yeur  fodcn  happis,  ycur  myfchcff,  and  year 

wo; 
For  by  the  tyme  that  I  have  knowlecH  of  yev 

cafe, 
Yeur  rennyng,  and  yeur  trotting  into  an  efy  pas, 
I  fhall  turn  or  that  we  twyn,  fo  ye  aftir  my  ftole 
WoU  do,  and  as  1  rede  yew ;  for  ycc  wer  a  folc 
When  ye  cam  firft  alonde,  ye  had  met  with  m^ ^ 
For  I  wold  have  enfenlid  yew  all  the  iniqiiite 
Of  thes  fals  marchauntes  that  dwellen  in  thii' 

town. 
And  outid  all  your  chafiare  vrithoat  gruch  or 

groun; 
For  had  ye  dwellid  within  yeur  (hippis,  and  nat 

go  them  among-. 
Then  had  ye  been  un^ungcrid^  and  quyt  of  aK 

their  wrong 
On  yew  that  been  furmyiid  through  fals  fuggtf> 

tioune. 
Beryn  gan  to  figh,  unneth  he  might  foune 
Saf  o  word  or  twcyn,  and  Mercy  was  the  firft. 
Preying  with  all  his  hert  that  he  myght  have  hi* 

reft. 
And  be  no  more  enpledit,  but  pas  fro  hym  quyt;. 
Good  Sir,  quod  Beryn,  doith  me  no  more  di^ 

pite, 
And  fuflir  me  to  pas,  and  hrve  on  me  routhe. 
And  I  fuyr  yew  feithfully,  have  here  my  trowith, 
T»  morowe  when  I  have  piedit,  and  eny  thing 

be  laft 
Of  (hip  or  marchaundife,  afore  the  ihip  or  baft, 
1  woll  (hew  yew  all  ifere,  and  opyn  every  cheft, 
Aiid  put  it  in  yewr  grace  to  do  what  ye  left. 
And  in  the  meen  while  that  Beryn  gan  to  clapp' 
The  crypill  nyghid  hym  nere  and  nere,  and  bent 

hym  by  the  lap ;     * 
And  as  fone  as  Beryn  knew  that  he  was  in  honde 
He  unlacyd  his  mantell  for  drede  of  fome  com- 
mand. 
And  pryvelich  ovir  his  fliuldris  let  hym  ddwa 

glide, 
And  had  leyir  lefe  his  mantell  then  abide. 
The  crepill  all  perceyvid,  and  hent  hym  by  the 

fcleve 
Of  his  ncthir  furcote.    Alas !  now  miit  I  ftrire. 
Thought  Beryn  by  himfelf,-  now  1  am  yhent,  | 

There  helpith  naught  favc  ftrengith;  therwxtli: 

the  fcleve  to  rent 
Beryn  gan  ;  to  fcappe  he  fparid  for  no  coft. 
Alas!  thoughtthis  cripill,  this  man  woll  be  loft^ 
And  be  o  ido  fpr  evir,  but  he  counfcll  have  ; 
Iwis  thcu^he  he  be  iewde  my  cont/cmca  iq  fe^re : 
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tit  will  t  my  beinti  do  and  peyn  thit  I  on^ 
Bull  ke  b  •£  Room,  kr  that  k  mf  eoncray. 
Thai  crieiU  tMs  an  hundnt  yere  full  of  a^, 
WNh  «  Mi^  thik  ^d,  and  a  trew  Tifiige 
Htfkid ;  and  maidy  and  july  was  he, 
Aftd  GdTfey  wa«  hit  name  yitBOw  in  that  cedtfe. 
Alas!  chonriu  this  Geffrey,  cl^s  man  haxh  |;rete 

Of  n«^  that  hy  my  power  woM  help  hym  in  his 

•edei 
I  wi&  thoBsh  he  be  nyce,  nntanght  and  tm^rife, 
I  wdd  Mt  tor  his  foly  Wre  myne  enpryfe ; 
And  kpt  aftir  Beryn,  and  that  in  ri|^  good 

ipMe* 
Bcryn  wasib  fore  agaft  he  to)Le  no  maner  faede 
To  look  oofys  holkward  tyll  he  to  the  watir  cam, 
VlHii  lokid  he  bchynd  and  (aw  Sir  Clekam 
Commaondwondir  fail  with  ila^  and  with  his  fUlt. 
Alks!  thonght  Baryn,  I  now  am  yfjpih* 
For  I  mar  no  ferthir  without  I  wold  me  dfonne, 
I  d^ott  wuk  were  the  betir,  or  go  ageyn  to  tomie. 
GeA«y  was  lb  tti^  com  that  Bcryn  myght  nat  fle : 
Good  8h-,qiiod  £ssGdfirey,  why  do  ree  void  me  ? 
For  by  he«N9i  qiMse,  that  bare  Crift  mhir  barmc» 
Bm  f%hc  as  t*  my  fdf !  woU  yew  no  more  harm^ 
tiMiA  d#wn  Wre  by  me  oppon  this  fee  ftronde, 
Aod  yf  ye  drcde  any  thmg^  depe  ytwr  men  to 


Afld  kt  them  be  here  with  tts  all  our  foeche  ryme, 
Kp  I  wttL  nat  fcyn  oon  word,  as  makers  doon  to 

ryme, 
BttcMafettyeir  aspnidently  isQod  woDfend 

me  grace: 
Mto  coatfdrt  to  yew,  and  heik  a  Ktill  QMUe. 
Aod  when  that  Beryn  had  yherd  his  tale  to  tht 

And  how  goodly'as  Oeffirey  fpak,  as  he  were  his 


i  oMbot  fail  drede,  ftt  part  of  fapienee 
Stremyd  into  hif  hert  for  his  eloquence, 
Aadftyd;  Ood  me  coanfiuUfbr  his  high  mercy! 
For  I  have  herd  this  fame  dey  men  as  fotilly 
Speko,  aad  of  ytnr  femblant,  and  in  (uch  manere, 
And  byhete  mt  frenAhip  ontward  by  their  chere. 
Bat  inward  it  was  comrary  their  ImeQeAioune, 
Vfhmim  ^  blMae  is  hs,  flhongh  I  fufpedlioune 
Have  of  yewr  wordis,  left  ^thir  be  yewr  eount. 
For  I  fliice  ^dmm  to  trnft  by  G<id  omnipotent ; 
Yit  nethsrks  yf  your  Vfil)  is  to  com  into  the  ibip 

win  me 
I  woil  CMiwh^  do  by  yc^^  redt  how  To  it  evir 

Then,  quod  Qefey,  if  it  be  fo  that  1  la  jpm^ 


£ntir  into  your  ihippis,  and.  yew  help  in  yewtnif* 

Bepe, 
TfaM  yetpffn  yewt  adverfatyes  fhuU  have  the  bo- 

And  gyve  vow  f^ch  counfeU  to  baiee  downr  thf^ir 

AadMe  yee  wybnc  is  etwy  fkynt,  a)  t^  much 

or  mo^e 
As  they  p^wfc  to  h$r»  4/1^  j  yf  th^  be  4)wi» 

VoiuU 


And  ye  have  amnuHs  for  theh*  hiiqmt^. 

And  1  yew  bring  to  tWs  chd,  what  ftallmy  guei^ 

don  bef 
In  verfey  foth;  qno4  Bcryn,  yf  I  yew  may  truft 
I  woll  quyte  yew  trtwly,  I  mal^e  yew  bchcft, 
in  lieith  then,  quod  Bt&t^^  1  wbll  #hh  yew 

wende. 
What  is  yewr  nime,  iHd  Bdryn,  though  my 

frendef 
,hefbMfs  btit  idthefe  mardtxs  1  ^ai iUi| 


Bat  I  have  dwetttd  in  thn  cete  yeeris  h^fetolblt 
Fill  many,  and  tutiiicnted  wOrs  then  vrer  yee^ 
And  endurid  for  my  trowith  much  adverfitOi 
For  1  wold  in  no  wlft*  faSix  their  fallhedes; 
For  hi  aH  the  world  lb  corrupt  of  their  dtdit 
Been  noon  men  a^e,  \  myr ht  rygbt  well  avow. 
For  they  let  aH  their  wittnm  wrong  sdl  that  xhtj 


Wher'fpr  fi^ll  many  a  tyniel  the  gret^  of  them 

and! 
Have  ftonden  M^  altercationne  fof  tbeU'  tr^ichery  ; 
P6r  I  had  in  valew  ifi  tret^  mar^haundffe 
A  M.  /.  an  have  they  udte  in  fuch  nnner  wife : 
$0  ferlbrth  to  ftve  my  Mode  tto  Ibtiget  myght  | 

dryve  dtt-O} 
For  drede  of  wo)^  th^s  thought  t  mylelf  to  dis$« 

gm-e, 
Ai^d  have  among  them  i%  yere  gO  fight  in  thja 

pUfhte, 
And  cvir  have  had  in  memory  how  I  Jfpffpi.  thetjii 

quyte; 
And  £b  I  hope  now,  as  fotill  as  t^ey  be. 
With  my  wit  engide  theth  and  help  ye#  an4 

mei 
Kfy  fymes  been  b6th  hole  ind  fitod,  tUt  tfedtth 

ftilt  ne  crouch. 
He  <aA  aiydd  them  both,  <nd  \tjst  dj^pon  ah  hncM 
And  adown  ageynes,  and  ^Ikid  to  ind  fr6. 
Up  and  down,  within  thtf  Ihip,  and  ihewid  kil 

bondh  tho, 
Stretching  forth  his  fingris  in  fifl4it  jdid  allabqut 
Without  knot  or  knot',  or  criy  fign  of  goutcj 
And  dyght  them  efft  ageyns  right  disfetirly, 
Som  to  ride  ech  othn*,  and  fom  awcWaTd  ^fy. 
Geffrey  wu  right  myghty^  and  w^e  his  ago  4^ 

here, 
For  nacur  was  more  IbbftantiaU  WHeh  tjio  d&yia 

wer 
Then  now  in  our  tyme ;  for  all  thing  doith  wallQ 
Saif  vile  and  curfid  lyving,  that  growidi  all  to  fa^ 
What  Ihuld  I  tell  mord?    But  Qetfrey  Ot  hyni 

dowfi. 
And  Bcryn  hym  t)cl)dii ;  the  <U>metns  gaii  t<» 

rbWil, 
And  mcrVcllcd  much  in  Ocfftc^  of  his  dif|rif(E^e%| 
And  Bcryn  had  anothir  thought*  and  ipd(  of  hu^ 

diftret. 
Now  Geffrey,  feid.tbU  l^ni.and  (di^  tru<la| 

yew«  ^ 

That  and  ye  knewe  eny  man  th^t  is  alyve  a|iow» 
Thait  had  of  diftrecioufle  fo  mo<h  influence 
fo  mak^  my  p«tty  g^,  to  tii9i$anrcLia.m/  d% 

tace. 


*st 
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And  deUvir  me  of  forowe,  as  yc  behotc  have, 

I  wold  become  bis  legcman,  as  God  my  foulc  fave. 

Tbat  wcr  to  much,  quod  Gcffcrejr }  that  woU  I 

yew  Tclefc  ) 
But  I  dcfirc  of  othir  thing  to  have  yewr  promes. 
That    and    I    bryng   yewr   enmycs  into  fuch  a 

traunce 
To  make  for  yewr  wrong  is  to  you  right  high  fe* 

naunce, 
Andfo  declare  for  you  that  with  you  pas  fuch  dome, 
That  ycc  oppon  your  feith  bryng  me  at  Rome, 
Yf  God  wo)  fend  yew  wedir  and  g^race  to  repafe^ 
Quod  Beryn,  But  1  grant  yew  I  wer  lewder  thea 

an  afle. 
But  or  I  fullich  truft  yew  holdith  me  ezcuiid ; 
J  woU  go  counfell  with  my  men  left  they  it  re* 

fuiid. 
]3cryn  drew  afyde,  and  fpak  with  his  meyne. 
And  expreffid  every  word  in  what  plight  and 

dtjpc 
That  he  ftode  from  po/nt  to  poynt/  and  of  his 

fals  areftis  ^ 
His  mcjrne  were  aftonyd,  and  ilarid  forth  as  hcCdu 
Spckith  fom  word,  quod  Beryn,  lith  I  ambetrayd; 
Yee  have  yherd  what  Geffrey  to  me  hath  fayd. 
Thcfe  Romeyns  (lode  aHe  ftill ;  o  word  nc  cowd 

thdy  mcvc  v 
And  eke  it  pallid  tlieir  wittis.     Then  Beryn  gan 

releve. 
And  to  Geflfrcy  eft  ageyn,  and  mercy  hym  bc- 

fought. 
Help  me,  Sir,  quod  Beryn,  for  his. love  that  us 

bought 
I)ying  op  the  rood,  and  wept  full  tendirly ; 
for  but  ye  help,  quod  Beryn,  ther  is  no  reipedy, 
Por  fonifort  nethir  counfaiU  of  my  men  have  1 

fioon  : 
Help  mc,  as  God  yew  help,  and  els  I  am  undoon. 
"When  Geffrey  (aw  this  Beryn  fo  diilrad  and  wept, 
Pitc  into  eche  veyn  of  his  hcrt  crept. 
Alias !  quod  Geffrey,  I  might  nat  do  a  more  fyn- 

ful  dcde, 
1  leve  by  my  trowith,  then  fayl  yew  in  this  ncde ; 
Faill  me  God  in  hcvcn  yf  that  I  yew  faill ! 
That  I  fiiall  do  my  bellncs,  my  peyn,  and  my  tra- 

vailc. 
To  help  yew  be  my  power ;  I  may  no  ferthcr  goow 
Yis,  yee  bchcte;  me  more,  fcid  Beryn,  tho. 
That,  yee  wold  hplp  mc  at  all  that  1  (huld  ftond 
Beryn  gan  to  wepe  and  make  wers  cherc  [cler. 
Stiljith  yew,  quod  Geffrey,  for  how  fo  evir  ye 
More  than  my  power  ye  ought  nat  tlelire,  [tire 
For  thorough  the  grace  of  God  yeftinl  be  helpwcic; 
Ihave  therV)f  no  dout ;  but  trewlich  1  you  tele 
That  yc  woll  hold  mc  covenaunte  and  I  woll  yew 

alio. 
To  bryng  me  at  Rome  when  it  is  all  ydo. 
In  ligne  of  trowith  of  both  (idis  of  our  acordment 
Eche  of  us  kys  othir  of  our  comyn  affcnt ; 
And  all  yffzs  do.  And  aftirward  Beryn  commaun- 

dit  wyne ; 
They  dronk,  and  then  Geffrey  fcid  ;  Sir  Bcryne, 
.  Yee  mut  declare  yeur  mat  en  to  myne  intelligence. 
That  I  xnay  the  bet  gp rfcy vc  ajl  inconvcniencci 


Dout,  pro«  contra,  and  ambiguhe/ 

Thorough  your  declaratioune,  and  enformyif  he^ 

>  And  with  the  help  of  om  Soveren  Lord  cekftiak 

;  They  fhall  be  behynd,  and  we  ikull  have  the  bail, 

.  For  now  the  time  approchith  for  their  curfidiKs 

To  be  fomwhat  lewardit;   and  canfe  ot  yewr 

diftres 
Hath  my  hcrt  yfetlid  and  fixid^em  a  nye, 
As  trowith  woll  aod  reionr  lor  their  trecbcfy  r 
For  many  a  man  tofore  this  day  they  have  do  oat 

of  daw, 
Difiroid  and  turmentid  thorough  their  fab  law ; 
For  they  think  litiU  ellis,  and  a&  their  wyttis  fyre, 
Save  to  have  a  mann'ys  good  and  to  benym  his 

ly  ve  ; 
And  hath  a  curiid  cuilom,  all  ageyas  refon^ 
That  what  man  they  empeche  they  have  nooir 

cnchefon 
Thoughe  it  be  as  falie  a  thing  as  God  hjimfclf  is 

trewc: 
And  it  touche  a  (Iraunger  that  is  com  of  newe 
Atte  firfl  mocioune  that  he  begynoeth  to  meve 
I'hcr  ilondith  up  an  hundrit  hym  to  repreve* 
The  lawes  of  the  cete  dont  in  probacy  ^ 
They  vfen  noon  enqueiUs  the  wrongis  for  to  try : 
And  yf  thow  haddift  eny  wrong,  and  woklift 

plcyn  the. 
And  were  as  trewc  a  caufe  as  cny  myght  be, 
Thow  fhuldift  nar  find  o  man  to  here  the  witnei, 
Though  every  man  in  the  town  knew  it  inor:  or 

lesj 
So  burith  they  togidiri  and  holdith  with  edtf 

othir, 
That  as  to  counterplede  them,  though  ye  wer  my 

brothir, 
I  wold  gyve  yew  no  counfiull,  ne  their  empeche- 

mcDt, 
In  my  word  to  deny,  for  that  wet  combirmcnt ; 
For  then  wer  they  in  the  affirmatyf,  and  voU 

preve  anoon. 
And  to  yew  that  wer  oegatyff  the  law  wold  grauot 

anoon  : 
So  for  to  plede  ageyn  f  hem  it  woU  litill  avaiH, 
And  yit  to  every  mann'ys  wit  it  ought  be  grcte 

mervaile, 
For  their  lawcs  been  fo  ftreyt,  and  pcyoous  ordi« 

naunce 
Is  ftallid  for  their  faUhede  ;  for  this  i»  iheir  fy- 

naunce. 
To  lefe  their  lyff  for  lefing,  and  Ifopc  it  may 

knowe. 
That  lord  is  riall  of  the  town,  and  holdith  then 

io  lowe, 
Whcrfor  they  have  a  cuf^om  a  ihrewid  for  tb« 

noRys, 
Yf  cny  of  them  fey  a  tiling  they  cry  all  at  onyj, 
And  ferm  it  for  a  foth,  and  it  here  any  charge; 
Thus- of  the  danger  of  Ifope  they  kepe  them  ever 

at  krge ; 
Anid  therfor  wifdom  weer,  whofo  might  efchcwe, 
Ncvir  to  dele  with  them ;  for  wer  it  wrosg  <« 

frewe 
It  (huld  litill  availl  ageyns  their  falibedes. 
For  tbey  beca  acuriidi'and  £»  beco  their  dedeii 
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'Wherfort  we  muft,  tHth  aU  our  Vit  fefaiibUK 
Such  anTwess  iu  purvey  that  they  been  infolibill, 
To  morowe  at  our  amaraudcc,  and  (hall  be  refpon* 

faai,    . 
F«r  of  welo  and  ellit  it  i»  thjr  day  fynalL 
Now  SoTeren  Lord  ccleftiale  !  with  many  forow- 

fulfighs, 
Seyd  Beryn  to  Gtfircy,  ^mmemorat  of  lye*, 
Gnwlt  tcui  grace  to  moroWc,  ib  that  God  ht 

pkiid 
Make  fo  myne  anfwerey  and  I^  fomwhat  y-efid 
Bj  tke  that  art  my  counfaill,  for  othir  help  is  noon. 
Rcherce  me  then^  quod  GdSrey,  the  caufis  of  thy 

foon 
Fro  |>oyat  to  poynt,  al  in  fere,  on  the  is  furmyiid, 
Wher  thorough  1  myght  to  morowe  the  betir  be 

avifid. 
Now  in  foth,  quod  Beryn,  thoughe  t  (huld  dy 
I  cannat  tell  the  tenyth  part  oi  tbeir  trechery, 
What  for  forowe  and  angir  that  they  to  me  have 

wrought ; 
So  ftond  I  clene  defperat  but  ye  con  help  ought. 
DcperdcQx !  fcid  Geffrey,  and  I  the  woll  not  faill, 
Sith  I  have  enfurid  the  to  be  of  thy  counfaill; 
And  fo  much  the^nore  that  thou  art  nat  wife, 
And  caaft  nat  me  enform  of  no  nuner  avife ; 
Here  ther*forc  a  while,  and  tend  wel  to  my  lore* 
llie  lord  that  dwelHth  in  thia  town,  whofe  name 

1  told  tofore, 
Ifope,  efft  reherfid,  is  fo  inly  wife 
That  no  man  alyve  can  his  pas  devlle. 
And  is  fo  grow  in  ycris  that  lx  yeer  ago 
He  (awe  nat  for  age ;  and  yit  it  Ilondith  fo 
That  thdruugfa  his  wit,  and  wildom,  and  his  go- 

vextiaunce. 
Who  rnaknh  a  fray  ef,  or  flryvith  aught,  or  mcl 

to  much  or  praimce. 
Within  the  fame  cete,  that  he  n*ys  take  anoon. 
And  bath  his  pennaunce  forthwith,  for  pardon 

uiith  he  noon : 
For  ther  n'ys  pore  ne  riche,  ne  what  (late  he  be, 
That  he  ny's  undirfotc  for  his  iniquite ; 
And  it  be  previd  on  hym  ther  fliall  no  gold  hym 

quyte. 
Right  as  the  forfete  azith  ruoch  or  lite, 
^or  gcyns  his  conmiaundmcnt  is  noon  fo  hardy 

quek. 
So  hard  fetith  he  his  fotc  in  every  mann*s  nek ; 
For  undir  (ky  and  (lerrls  this  day  b  noon  alyve 
That  coud  amend  hym  in  o  poynt,  al  thing  to  di- 

ftryvc. 
The  leven  Sages  of  Rome,  though  al  ageyn  hym 

were. 
The  Ibuld  be  infufficient  to  make  his  anfwere. 
For  he  can  all  langagis,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and 

Latyne, 
Caldey,  Frens(b,  and  Lombard,  ye  know  wellfyne. 
And  ad  oianer  that  men, in  bokis write; 
Id  poyfe  and  philofophie  alfo  he  can  endite : 
Cevile  and  canounc,  and  al  maner  lawis, 
Seneca  and  Sydrak,  and  Salamon*p  fawys. 
And  the  feven  fcienccs,  and  eke  lawe  of  armys, 
£zperimentis  and  pomprcy,  and  all  mancr  char* 

»yt,      . 


^  As  ye  ihul  here  aftir  er  that  1  depare, 
Of  his  imaginaciouDS  and  of  his  fotill  art ; 
For  he  is  of  age  300  yere  and  more, 
Wherfor  of  all  fcienccs  he  hath  the  more  lore. 
In  Denmark  he  was  gotten  and  ybore  alfo. 
And  in  Grece  ynoriihed  tyl  he  coud  fpek  and  go) 
Ther  was  he  put  to  fcole,  and  lemyd  wOndir  fafk, 
Forfuch  was  his  grace  that  all  othir  he  paft  s 
But  6rft  in  his  bcgynnyng  litil  good  he  had. 
But  lemyd  evir  paflyngly,  and  was  wife  and  fad  : 
Of  (lature  and  of  feture  iher  was  noon  hym  like 
Thorough  the  loud  of  Grece  though  men  wold 

hym  feke. 
A  kyng  ther  was  in  tho  yeris  that  had  noon  heir 

male 
Safi^  a  doughter,  that  he  lovid  as  his  own  (aa'  ; 
Ifope  was  his  fervaunt,  and  did  hym  fuch  ple« 

faunce 
That  he  made  hym  his  heir,  and  did  hym  fo 

avaunce 
To  wed  his  doughter,   and  aftir  hym  to  b^re. 

crownc. 
Thorough  prowes  and  bib  port  fo  low  he  was  and 

boun; 
So  as  Fortune  wold,  that  was  Ifop*is  frcn4. 
This  worthy  king  that  fame  yere  made  his  camel. 

end* 
That  twcnty-feven  yere  is  paflid  that  Ifope  thiis. 

hath  reigned, 
And  yit  was  ther  nevir  for  wrong  on.  hym  com- 

pleyned 
For  no  jugcment  that  he  gaJT;  yit  fom  ageyn  hym 

wylid 
A  grete  part  of  his  pepil,  and  wold  have  hym 

exiiid; 
But  his  grete  wifdom,  and  his  manfulncs. 
His  govemauDce,  with  his  bounte  and  his  right-. 

fulncs. 
Hath  evir  yit  prefcrved  hym  unto  this  ilk  day. 
And  well  whylc  that  he  ly  vith  for  aught  that  men 

can  fay  : 
For  who  hath  eny  quarrel  or  caufe  for  to  wonde  . 
Within  this  fame  cete,  quicklich  woll  he  fond. 
And  it  be  fotill  matir,  to  Ifope  for  to  fare. 
For  gynnyng  to  the  end  his  quairell  to  declare ; 
And  eve  afore,  as  cudom  ist  pcplc  (hall  be  on  the 

morowe ; 
But  whofo  ly  he  fcapith  nat  wythout  (hame  or  fo- 
rowe. 
Beryn,  thou  muft  gothidir,  whcr  thyn  cmpechc* 

ment 
ShuU  be  ymevid,  and  therfor  pas  nat  thens 
Tyll  thou  have  herd  them  alle,  and  report  them 

wele 
To  me,  that  am  thy  counfell,  and  rvpeir  (hele. 
But  fo  rial  numcioune  as  Ifope  dwellith  in 
Ther  is  noon  in  the  world,  ne  fo  queynt  of  gyo, 
Wherfore  be  well  avKid  how  I  enform  the 
Of  the  wondir  wayis  and  of.  the  pryvyte 
That  been  wythyn  his  palcffe,  that  thou  muik  pas 

by:  ' 

And  when  thow  approchift,  and  art  the  cafteU 

Rij 
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Uencli  Iro  tkt'  brode  gtte,  and  enter  thow  n»t 

Uiere, 
For  ther  been  mcB  to  keep  it }  jit  kiTe  ikam  no 

'    lere; 
PSu  down  en  the  right  hond  by  the  ciileU  -walk 
Tt4l  thow  fjnd  a  window,  aad  what  fo  the  by- 

fkU 
Bntif  ther  yf  thow  may,  and  be  nothyng  agaft, 
But  walk  forth  ia,  that  cntre  :  then  fluh  thow  fee 

ifthafte 
A  portoolyfe  the  tofore ;  pat  in  bolc^ly 
TyH  thW  com  to  an  hall  the  ieyrift  nndir  fky  : 
The  waliis  been  of  marbill,  yjoynid  and  yclofid. 
And  the  pilours  of  cryftaU,  grete  and  wcle  pro* 

pofid : 
The  hereryng  of  bore  ie  of  fidondyn, 
And  the  pament  beneth  of  gold  and  a(Vire  fjrne* 
But  whofo  pafTith  thorough  this  hall  hath  nede  to 

rcn  blyve. 
Or  eU  he  rayght  be  difware  of  his  own  lyre, 
1^  ther  wythin  liith  a  Aeon  that  ia  fo  bote  of 

kynd 
That  what  thing  com  for  by  anoen  it  woU  atendi 
Ae  bryght  u  eny   kandell  leem,  and  eonfume 

anoon; 
And  £b  wold  the  hall  aUb  n'er  coldnei  of  a  ftoon 
That  is  ydepid  DIonyfe,  that  fet  is  hym  ageyn  ; 
96  and  tfacnr  lepe  lightly  then  (halt  hare  no  peylif 
For  ethir  ilone  in  kynd  proportioned  they  be, 
Of  bete  and  eke  of  coldnes  of  oon  equahte. 
Thow  muA  pas  thorough  the  hall,  but  tary  nat  1 

rede, 
For  thou  fhult  fynd  a  dor  up  right  albre  thyn 

hede  t 
When  thow'art  entrid  ther,  and  the  dore  apaft, 
"Whatfo  thow  fe  liggor  ftond  be  thow  nat  agaft  i 
And  yf  thow  drede  eny  thing  do  no  more  M 

blowe. 
But  yit  I  rede  the  beware  that  it  be  (bmwhat 

lowe: 
Ther  been  to  libardis  loos  and  untyed, 
If  that  thy  blowing  of  that  othir  in  eny  thing  be 

fpied 
Anoon  he  rakith  on  the  to  fefe  the  by  thy  pate. 
For  ther  n*ys  thing  in  erth  diat  he  fo  much  doth 

hate, 
As  breth  of  mann*ys  mowith ;  wber'fore  refreyn 

thee, 
And  blow  but  fair  and  foft,  and  when  thft  ncAt  be. 
When  thow  art  paffid  this  halt  anoon  then  ihak 

thow  com 
Into  the  fayreft  garden  that  is  in  Chriftendom, 
Tba  with  thorough  his  clergy  is  ottde  of  tmch 

devife 
That  a  man  fiiaU  ween  he  is  in  ParadiliF, 
At  his  firil  comyng  in,  for  melody  and  fong, 
And  othir  glorious  thinges  nnd  dele^abiU  among, 
The  wich  Tholomeus,  that  fomtymc  Psynym  was, 
That  of  aftronoiny  knew  ev*ry  poynt  and  cafe, 
Bid  it  fo  decile,  thoroogh  his  high  coniiyog, 
That  ther  ti*ys  bell  in  erth  ne  bird  that  doith  fing 
That  he  n'ys  there  in  igur  in  gold  and  fylrir  fyne. 
And  mow,  as  they  wcr  ^uyk|  knatv^  the  fotill 


In  mydwwd  of  thW  gardyn  iam  a  teitt» 
Of  ai  maner  levisthat  widir  Iky  be, 
Ylorgit  aad  yiooraait  echo  la  hU  di^ 

Of  fylvir  and  of  gold  fyne  that  lufl^  h§m  to  (ee. 
This  gardeya  is  tvir  grrae,  aad  Ml  ef  Mif 

flvwris, 
Of  rede,  white,  and  blew,  and  othir  freih  co* 

lonrit, 
The  wich  been  lb  ledokat,  aad  ftotyn  lb  abiitt 
That  he  mufl  be  ri|ht  lewde  therin  ihiiM  rootc 
llicfe  monftreAiU  tfungis  I  devife  ta  the 
Bccaole  thow  fliukllft  nat  of  them  abiiddd  H 
When  that  thow  comyft  them,,  fo  thow  be  tiwf 

in  thought. 
And  do  be  my  ceunfelt,  dredo  the  right  aeQ|Mi 
For  ther  bath  eight  ttogtmuti  that  this  (vdya 

kepith, 
Four  of  them  doidi  waak  whtts  ^  fear  fchpidiy 
The  wieh  been  lb  perfite  of  nygramance, 
And  of  the  art  of  apparcpe  aiid  of  tragettk, 
That  they  make  femen  as  to  a  mana^  figbt 
Abominabjfi  wormyi,  that  Ibre  ought  be  aMgkl 
The  hertieft  man  on  etth,  bat  he  wamyd  imn 
Of  thegrifly  figtrtis  that  he  Auldfte^efi^ 
Among  all  othir  there  is  a  lyon  white 
That  and  hebeafhnrangir  he  raiapithiof  leUl^ 
And  hath  tofore  thia  tyaae  jod  men  aad  a* 
Deirourid  and  ycte,  riiat  ther^brth  hart  ygai 
Yit  (halt  thow  pas  fuyrly  fo  thow  de  as  I  tell. 
The  tre  I  told  tofore,  that  raaad  as  eay  WU 
Berith  bow  and  braanehe,  traylyng  to  the  mno^ 
And  thow  toueh  oan  of  theaa  thow  art  Bf  ■>< 

found ; 
The  tre  hath  fneh  Terta  there  IhaB  aelhhigtbi 

dere: 
Loke  ^lat  bethe  ftrft  when  thow  eomyfttheri/ 
Then  (halt  thow  fe  an  entre  by  the  Isrther  fides 
Theaghe  it  be  ftreyte  tof>re,  inner  largeand  Wjfdi 
It  growidi  more  and  more^  and  at  a  ihiiii* 

wryith ; 
rit  woU  that  wey  the  brying  dMre  thai  tibft 

liith* 
Into  the  feyrift  chambir  liiat  ewr  .atta  ftwiviti 

eye. 
When  thow  art  thete  wythyn  gov«m  the  wifcif, 
Pbr  there  fliah  thow  here  al  thyn  empechoBfltt 
Opynly  declarid  in  Ifop'is  prefeat. 
Report  them  wcle  and  kepe  them  in  thf  "7"*^ 
And  aftir  thy  rehicionne  we  Ihall  lb  tei*  *m 

wend. 
Thorough  help  of  God  above,  foch  hdp  for  ^^ 

make 
That  they  (hull  be  acombrit,  and  we  ri^t  well  te 

(cape. 
Now  in  fe^,  qaod  Beryn,.  a  mann'ys  hertv  off 

grife 
Of  faeh  woadtr  weyis,  for  al  my  marehaa£fe 
1  had  levir  \ttt  them  omxm  me  take 
Such  a  wey  to  pas.    1  hen,  8ir,  for  your  fid« 
I  iroll  my  felf,  quod  Oeflrey  :  fith  1  am  eafcrrd 
To  help  rf»e  with  my  power  thow  (halt  me  mf* 

rid 
As  ferforth  as  ilhay  I  .that  I  won  do  myper* 
To  bryng  yow  plelaont  tyding,  and  rcteirt  •{*  J* 
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%$t 


tkmt^ttkawri  aad dicr^fior let  mc ft 
Whilt  I  am  MtlMw  weiy  yc  caft  be. 
tMbvftokehifletet  Wt  wIm  ins  ibqr  tW 
B«c  B^ryfi  MdhitcoinpMiy  f  Ibrwhcnhe  waigo 
Tkei  hmd  no  xnaner  joy,  but  dout  aad  kevyset, 
Wm  ti  lui  reipKyryi^  ^  had  oo  6keniet( 
80  erery  man  to  othir  made  his  compl^ytit, 
Aad  wtfliidtfatt«£  falooy  they  had  been  atteyat, 
.And  lb  the»  ffaoi^  betir  «o  end  hevyaes 
Then  e^rery  day  to  lak  bredcactc  irft  mes; 
For  when  oar  good  u  go  what  ihaU£U  of  us  ? 
^wit  to  be  their  chrallii^  «ad  peraventure  wen. 
To  lefe  our  lyf  aftir  yf  we  difpkfe  thcu  ought/ 
Aftir  8sftey  wtat  this  was  att  their  thought 
Throughout  the  nyght  tyl  cokkis  fan  to  ung ; 
M&t  then  eoarefid  aaguifliet  their  hoodss  gun  to 

jLmd  tmM  wyad  aod  Huttr  that  then  brought 

ther, 
Attd  ^tAAAd  maay  tynaei  that  he  had  been  hi 

And  were  apaifid  and  entrid  into  di^peyr« 
IM  ae  anch  »  OcAey  did  iiat  rtpcir : 
£die  man  feyd  to  othir  it  myght  nat  be  ynayid 
Bat  Ckffrvy  had  tttirUeh  £iUfly  them  betniyid 
TlMc««gho«taU  the  long  nyght* 


The  weat  they  to  eoMrfeH  a  licffl  tolore  the  day, 

Aad  ^rere  ail  acerdit  for  to  fi^ft  awey  ; 

And  ib  them  thought  betk,  and  levc  iheir  good 

ther, 
TiKa  abfde  therappea,  aad  have  aierc  fioe. 
They  made  their  takelyng  rcdy,  and  wend  the 

lailocTQay 
For  to  iave  their  lyris,  and  fet  nat  of  their  los ; 
^  iore  they  wer  adred  ii>  be  in  Inritiae, 
And  bopid  Ood  above  wold  fend  them  Com  refute 
By  fiomothircoftis  ther  wynd  then  wold  bryog: 
Aad  therwithall  cam  Gefirey  on  his  ftik  lepeing, 
And  cried  woodir  ftA  by  the  watir  fyde. 
Wbn  Bsrynliefd  Geffrey  he  bid  his  nen  afayde. 
And  to  bunch  out  a  bote  and  bryog  Gefirey  io. 
For  iie  may  more  avayl  me  mw  then  al  my  kya. 
And  he  be  tsvw  and  tnifty,  as  myn  hope  is; 
JBut  yit  thereof  had  Beryn  no  £dI1  fikornea* 
Thefe  Roneyas  fet  in  Geffrey  with  aa  hcry 

chert. 
For  they  had  lewr  fiuM  iorth  then  put  them  in 


Both  lyre  and  goodis :  and  eriil  fuipicieuae 
lliey  had  of  this  Oefi^ey ;  wherlbce  they  gon 

rovne, 
Taikyng  to  ^eche  othir,  TUs  nan  woU  «8  betray. 
Gefirey  wift  well  inotighe  he  WM  nat  to  their 

pay. 

Afid  4ar  veiry  nagir  he  Ithrew  into  the  lee 
fioth  ftiH  and  eke  his  crouch,  that  aiade  wer  of 

And  gaa  then  to  ooniort,  aad  fcid  in  this  ma- 

nere : 
.£rt^atrf  ^^tiyn,  yrhj  naht  ye  fiich  ckcttl 


For  and  yee  wn  bevy  what  (hall  f«wr  nta  da 
But  take  en&mpill  of  ye\A  ?  and  have  no  cauie  to  ; 
For  yit  or  it  be  eve  yewr  adverlaryes  all 
I ihall  make  them ipura  and  have  aibre  fall. 
And  yee  go  quyte,  and  all  yewr  good»  and  havo 

of  theirs  coo, 
Aad  they  to  be  right  feign  for  to  IScape  (b 
Wythout  more  daungir,  and  yewr  wyl  be  ; 
For  of  the  Uwys  her  fuch  is  the  e^yte 
That  WUpurfu  4tkir  Mmd  kis  pUymt  U  n»rmg 
1  ejball  a$akt  4umeMdis  U  he  mmrfojh^i^  / 
Bight  nihuldthet'odiryfbecoAdcmpnedwCfto 
Bight  fo  ihall  the  pleyntiff  right  w  I  yew  lerc  ; 
And  that  ihall  preve  by  them,  have  yc  no  dottle. 
Yet  or  it  be  eve  right  low  to  yew  to  loute, 
And  fttbmit  thento  yew,  and  put  then  ta  yaUr 

grace 
^  that  tyoe  Ihave  ymade  aUny  wanlafc ; 
And  ia  hope  to  i^e  wel  let  Ihape  aafor  to  ^pm^ 
Geffrey  and  watav  aod  fith  bredeaud  wyae, 
Andieit,  ItishoUbn  to  breheour  £aftbetytM, 
P6r  the  iUward  woU  to  the  oourtat  hour  of  pryae. 
The  foone  gan  to  (byae  and  ihc^  a  £tir  dey  t 
But  for  «u^  that  Geffrey  coud  do  or  (by 
ThtSt  Roraeyns  fpekyn  &ft  all  the  dyaer  whik» 
That  Geffrey  with  his  ibtill  wordia  wtld  them 

bMile. 
So  when  they  had  ydyacd  they  ryfen  u|p  edtooi*^ 
And  drew  thento  couniell  what  was  beft  todooa: 
Som  feyd  the  beft  rede  that  we  do  nay. 
To  throw  Geffrey  ovir  the  bord,  and  feyll  S»fdl 

oar  way: 
But  for  drede  of  Borya  ibm  wold  aat  ik^ 
Yit  the  more  party  afientid  wele  iherto. 
Geffixy  and  Beryn,  aod  worthy  Romeyna  tweya. 
Stood  a  part  within  the  ihip,  U  Geffrey  gaa  ta 

feyn, 
Berya^beth  «viffd|  your  meabeth  ia  diffavace  : 
Sith  ye  been  her  fiovcrea  pat  then  in  govetnooe  % 
ItQT  methinkith  they  boldith  contrary  opynyouaei 
And  Qr0«4ftylitk  gtmpnKeb  whn  it  iimjii$m^ 
In  the  roeen  whyle  that  they  gan  thus  to  ftryva 
Uaoybald  was  up,  aad  ycom  as  biy ve 
Tothe  farigg  of  the  town  ther  the  fluppis  rood« 
And  herd  much  noyfe ;  but  litil  whdehe  bood,    / 
for  when  he  iaw  the  iaylis  ftond  all  acros, 
Aias  1  quod  this  Hanybald,  here  growith  a  tart 

los 
To  me  that  am  provoft,  and  have  ia  ^laige  tad 

heft 
All  theie  iyve  fliippis  andir  mya  areft  1 
And  ran  into  the  town,  and  niade  aa  hidoufe  eiy. 
And  chaigic  all  the  cetesins  to  armys  for  to  hy  . 
From  oftrcte  tyl  anothir,  andrerid  up  althe  town. 
And  made  the  tcampis  hkfwt  up  and  the  beliis 

foun. 
And  &y  that  the  Roflseyns  wer  in  p^FOt  to  pai» 
Tyl  thor  wer  a  thouiond,  rathir  mo  then  les. 
Men  y-armyd  cleen,  wal^ypg  to  fhc  ftronde 
When  Beryn  them  a^pied ;  How,  Geffrey,  hi  (by 

honde 
Stent  lyf  ;iDd  goodis ;  doth  with  us  what  the  lift 
For  aU  our  h^  is  ^  the,  contort,  helf^  aad  ttiti 
R  iij 


IM^ 
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For '  vtt  ttnft  bide  aventurc,  fuch  as  God  wol 

ihapc, 
For  now  I  am  in  ccrten  we  mow  In  no  wife  fcapc. 
HaTc  no  doubt,  quod  Geffrey,  bcth  racry ;  let  mc 

aloon; 
Cetith  a  pcir  fifours,  flierith  my  bcrd  anoon, 
And  aftirwerd  Ictc  top  my  hcdc  haftylich  and 

blyrc. 
Som  went  towithfefour6,fom  wyth  aknyffe. 
So  wha{  for  forowc  and  haft,  and  for  lewd  tolc, 
Thcr  was  no  man  alyvc  bet  like  to  a  folc 
Then  Geffrey  wa«  by  that  tymc  they  had  al  ydo. 
Hanybaldclepid  outBeryn,to  Mote  Hall  for  to  go, 
And  llodc  upon  the  brigg  with  an  huge  i:0ute. 
G^ffpey  was  the  firft  to  Hanybald  gan  to  loute- 
And  lokid  out  a  foic  fliip  j  God  bles  yew  !  Sir, 

quod  he. 
"Whcr  art  thow  now,  Bcryn  ?  com  forth,  behold 
'Her  16  an  huge  pepill  yrayd  and  ydight ;  [and  fc. 
All  thefc  been  my  children  that  beei4  in  armys 
Yiftjrdey  I  gat  them  :  is  nat  mervaill,     [bryght; 
That  they  been  hidir  ycom  to  be  of  our  counfaill^ 
And  to  ftond  up  by  us,  and  help  us  in  our  pie  ? 
A !  mync  own  childryn,  bleffid  mut  ye  be ! 
Quod  Geffrey,  with  an  high  Toifc,and  had  a  nyce 

vifagc. 
And  gan  to  daunce  for  joy  in  the  fore  ftage. 
.flanybald  lokM  on  Geffrey  as  he  wcr  amafid. 
And  beheld  his  countenaunce,  and  how  he  was 

yrafid. 
But  evirmore  he  thought  that  he  was  a  fble 
Naturell  of  kyndc,  and  had  noon  othir  tool. 
As  femcd  by  his  wordis  and  hin  vifagc  both. 
And  thought  it  had  been  fbly  to  wez  with  hym 

wroth, 
And  gan  to  bord  ageyn,  and  axid  hym  in  game, 
8ith  thou  art  our  fadir  who  is  then  our  daimc? 
And  how  and  in  what  plafc  were  we  bcgcte  ? 
Yiftirday,  quod  Geffrey,  plcyng  in  the  ftretc 
At  a  gentjl  game  that  clepid  is  the  Quek, 
A  long  peny  halter  was  caft  about  my  nek. 
And  yknet  fall  with  a  riding  knot, 
And  caft  over  a  perch,  and  hale  along  my  throte. 
Was  that  a  game,  quod  Hanybald,  for  to  hang  thy 

felve  f 
So  they  fey  d  about  mc,  a  thoufand  echc  by  hymfelf. 
How  fcapiddift  thow,  quod  H^ybald,that  thou 

wer  rat  dedc  ? 
Thcrto  can  I  anfwer  without  apy  rede  : 
1  bare  thrc  dife  in  myn  own  purs, 
For  I  go  nevir  without,  fare  I  betir  or  wers; 
I  kift  them  forth  all  thre,  and  too  611  am'ys. 
But  here  nvyr  what  fill  siftir,  right  a  mcrveloufe 

cafe; 
Ther  cam  ;i  mpwfe  lep  forth,  and  etc  the  third  boon, 
Thalpuffid  out  hcrlkyn  asgretcaf^fhc  myghtgoon; 
And  in  this  maner  wife  of  the  mowfe  and  mc 
All  ye  be  ycom  my  children  fair  and  ftrc  ; 
And  yit  or  it  be  eve  fall  woll  fuch  a  chaunco 
'To  ftond  in  my  power  yew  all  to  avaunce. 
For  juid  we  pltdc  well  to  day  wc  (hall  be  riche 

inowghc. 
}lapybal4  of  his  wofdis  hertlich  Iqughe, 


And  lb  did  all  that  herd  hym,  as  they  myght^Ie, 
And  had  grete  joy  wyth  hym  for  to  tell. 
For  they  knew  hym  noon  othir  but  a  folc  ctf  kynd 
And  all  this  was  his  diicreeioiine,  and  that  prnrid 

the  end. 
Thus  whils  Geflrey  japid  to  make  their  hertK 

light 
Beryn  and  his  company  were  fayid  and  ydight, 
And  lohdid  them  in  botis,  ferefoU  how  to  fpcde, 
For  all  their  thoughtis  in  balance  ftode  hctwax 

hope  and  drede  e 
But  yet  they  did  their  peyn  to  jnake  lightfome 

chere, 
As  Geffrey  them  had  enfoormed,  of  port  and  all 

manere 
Of  their  goremaonce  all  the  long  day         [wcf 
Tyll  their  plec  wcr  endit ;  fo  went  they  forth  their 
Tp  the  court  with  Hanybald.  Then  Bcryn  gin  to 

What  nedith  this  Sir  Hanybald,  to  make  fuch  any 
Sith  we  been  pcfe-marchantis,  and  ule  no  fpolia- 

fiouner 
For  foth.  Sir,  quod  Hanybald,  to  me  was  made 

relacioune 
Yec  wer  in  poynt  to  void ;  an^  yef  ye  had  do  lb 
Yec  had  loft  yewr  lyvis  without  wordis  mo. 
Bcryn  held  hym  ftyll.  Geffrey  fpak  anoon ; 
No  les  wed  them  lyvis  ?  Whi  fo,  good  Sir  Jon  f 
That  wer  fomwhat  to  much  as  it  femcth  mc; 
But  ye  be  ovirwife  that  dwell  in  thu  cetc ; 
For  ye  havebegotine  a  thing  makith you ri^t bold 
And  yit  or  it  be  ere  as  folis  ihull  yee  be  hold : 
Ar.d  eke  ye  devync  for  fhipmanny*8  craft. 
And  wotith  litill  what  longith  to  afore  the  Qu^ 

aud  baff(. 
And  namelich  in  the  dawnyng  when  ihipmen  firft 

arife. 
My  good  frend,  quod  Hanybald,  in  a  fcamyn; 

wife, 
Yee  muft  onys  enfourm  me  thorough  yowr  di^ 

crecioune. 
But  firft  yee  muft  anfwer  to  a  queftioune ; 
Why  make  men  crof-fail  in  myddis  of  the  mail? 
/Wr  t9  UUw  tbejbip  madfecb  mmre  Uaji. 
Why  goon  the  yemen  to  bote  anlurs  to  hale  ? 
F9T  t9  make  them  rtdy  t»  nvaU  H  the  aU, 
Why  hale  tbey  up  ftonys  by  the  crane  lync  ? 
To  maki  the  tempef  feft  and  tbtfinntjbyne. 
Why  clofe  they  the  port  with  the  fee  bord? 
F9r  the  wtafirfeM  awake  atfirji  ^xnrd. 
Thou  art  a  redy  revc,  quod  Hanybald,  in  fay. 
Yee,  Sir,  trewly,  for  fothe  is  that  ye  yew  fey; 
Geffrey  evir  clappid  as  doith  a  watir  rnylJ, 
And  made  Hanybald  to  laugh  al  his  hcrt  fyll 
Bcryn,  quod  this  Geffrey,  retoum  thy  men  agieyo; 
What  ihuU  they  do  with  the  at  court  ?  no  manoo 

them  pleyn. 
Plede   thy   cafe   thy  folYe  right  as  thow  baft 

ywrought; 
To  bide  with  the  (hippis  my  purpofe  isand  thougnt. 
Nay,  forfoth,  quod  Hanybald,  thow  flxalt  abydc 

on  lond,  ^ 

Wee  have  no  folii  but  the  •  a&d  V^'^  ^7°^  ^  ^ 

hond. 
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'     TiT  thow  art  wife  in  law  to  plcdc  all  the  cafe. 
That  can  I  bctir,  quod  Gcffrcjr,  then  eny  man  in 

this  plafe. 
I    "What  fcyft  thow  therto,  Bcryn?  flialll  tell  thy 
I  tale? 

I    lianyhaU  likid  hi»  wordit  wclc,  and  forward  gan 
I  hyra  hale. 

Beryn  made  him  angry,  and  fighid  wondir  fore. 
For  Gef&ey  hym  had  enfonrmid  of  every  poynt  to 

fore, 
H:w  he  hym  fhuld  gorem  all  the  long  day. 
OcJfrcy  chafid  hym.ageyn ;  Scy  me  ye  or  nay  ; 
Mayft*owe  nat  here  fpcke  fome  maner  woid  ? 
l-cre  thy  blab,  lewd  fole,  me  likith  nat  thy  bord  : 
I  have  anothir  thought,  quod  Bcryn,  wherof  thow 

rariftlite. 
Clepeifl  thow  me  a  Fole,  qood  OtSrej  ?  al  that 

i  nttf  the  wite  2 
But  firft  when  we  out  of  Rome  faiUid  both  in  fere 
The  I  was  thy  fclawe  and  thy  partinere. 
For  tho  the  marchandife  was  more  then  half  rnyne^ 
And  iith  that  thow  com  hidir  thow  takiil  all  for 

thyne. 
But  yit  or  it  be  eve  I  wol  make  oon  beheft. 
But  thow  have  my  help  thy  part  ftiall  be  left. 
ThyB  help,  quod  Beryn ;  Icwdc  fole,  thow  art 

more  then  maiid ; 
Dtcs  the  to  the  ihippis  ward  with  thy  crown 

yraiid. 
For  I  myght  nevir  (pare  the  bet :  trus  and  be  agoo. 
I  woU  go  with  the,  quod  Geffrey,  wher  thow  wolt 

or  no. 
And  lem  toplede  law  to  wyn  both  howfe  and  lond. 
So  thow  (halt,  qucvi  Hanybald,  and  led  hym  by 

the  bond, 
And  leyd  his  bond  oppon  his  nek :  but  and  he 

had  yknow 
Whom  he  had  led,  in  fikemes  he  had  well  levir  in 

fnowe 
Have  walkid  xl  myle,  and  rathir  then  fail  more ; 
For  he  wisflud  that  Geffrey  had  ybe  unbore 
Full  oft  tyme  in  that  day  or  tbe  pie  wer  do. 
And  (6  did  all  that  wronght  Beryn  Ihamand  woo. 
Now  yee  that  lift  abide  md  here  of  (btilte 
Mowe  know  how  that  Beryn  fped  in  his  pie. 
And  in  what  aray  to  the  court  he  went. 
And  how  Hanybald  led  Geffrey,  difware  of  hit 

cntent ; 
Bat  yet  h&  azid  of  Geffrey,  What  is  thy  name 

I  pray? 
Gylhochet,  quod  Gefijrey,  men  cicpid  me  yiilirday . 
Andwhei|weer  thowybore  ?  I  n*ore  I  make  a  vow, 
Scyd  Geffircy  to  this  Hanybald,  I  axe  that  of  yew. 
For  I  can  tell  no  more  bat  here  1  ftond  nowe. 
Hanybald  of  his  wordis  hertlich  lowghe. 
And  held  hym  for  apaffyng  fole  to  ferve  eny  lord. 
Thus  they  romyd  janglyng  into  the  court  ward. 
But  or  they  com  ther  the  flewatd  vras  yfet. 
And  the  grettiff  of  the  town  a  company  ymct, 
And  gon  to  (hyve  fail  who  fhuld  have  the  good 
That  com  was  with  Beryn  ovir  the  fait  flood. 
Soin  fcyd  oon  and  fom  fcyde  anotliir; 
^m  wold  have  the  Ihippis,  the  j>arcll,  and  the 

fothiri 


SBCaND   tA^LE,   tfc.  ^ 

Som  his  eyen,  fom  his  lyf  wold  have,  ftnd  no  les,   • 
Or  els  he  fhuld  for  them  fyne  or  he  did  pas^  * 

And  in  the  mene  whils  they  wer  in  this  afray 
Beryn  and  thefe  Romeyns  wer  com,  in  good  aray 
As  myght  be  made  of  woll,  and  of  colour  gray  nyd ; 
They  toke  a  fyde  bench  that  for  them  was  or- 

deynyd. 
When  all  was  hufhtand  fHll  Beryn  arofe  anoon, 
Ahd  (kodc  in  the  myddis  of  the  hall  toibre  them 

.  everichone. 
And  feyd,  Sir  Steward,  in  me  fhallbe  no  let ; 
I  am  ycom  to  anfwer  as  my  <lay  is  fct : 
Dome  ryght  and  refon ;  I  axe  yew  no  more. 
So  ihall  I,  quod  the  fteward,  for  ther*to  I  am  ' 

fwore. 
He  fhall  have  right,  quod  Geffrey,  wher  thow 

wolt  or  no. 
For  and  thow  mys  onys  thy  jugement  ondo. 
I  woll  to  the  Emperour  of  Rome  my  cofyn. 
For  of  o  cup  he  and  I  full  oft  have'  dronk  the  wyne. 
And  yit  we  fhull  herafcir  as  oft  as  we  mete. 
For  he  islongthe  gladderwhenlfend  hym  to  grete. 
ThisGefireyilode  uponafourm,  for  he  wold  be  fey' 
Above  all  othir  the  fhouidris  and  the  cry. 
And  fUrid  al  about  with  his  lewd  herd. 
And  was  yhold  a  very  fole  of  ech  man  hym  herd. 
The  fleward,  and  the  oiHcers,  and  the  burgeyfis 

all, 
JLaugkid  at  hym  hertlich ;  the  criour  gan  to  call   • 
I'hc  bHfgcyfc  that  had  pleyd  with  Beryn  at  ches. 
And  he  arofe  quiklich,  and  gan  hym  for  to  dres 
Afore  the  fie  ward  at  barr,  as  the  mancr  is; 
He  gan  to  tcU  hi»  tale  wyth  grete  redines : 
Here  me.  Sir  Steward,  this  day  is  me  fet 
To  have  right  and  refon ;  1  axe  yew  no  bet. 
Of  B^ryn  that  here /londith,  thatwithme  yiftirday 
Made  a  certen  covenaunt,  and  at  ches  wc  didpley,^ 
That  whofo  were  ymatid  of  us  both  too 
Shuld  do  the  todir*s  biddings  andyf  hewoldnatfo 
He  mufl  drink  all  the  watir  that  fait  wer  in  the  fe  s 
Thus  1  to  hym  furid  and  he  alfo  to  me. 
To  preve  my  talc  trew  1  am  nat  all  aloon  : 
Up  rofe  ten  burgeyfis  quyklich  anoon. 
And  affermyd  eviry  word  of  his  tale  foth,  , 

And  made  them  all  redy  for  to  do  thpir  othe. 
Evander  the  fleward,  Bery,  now,  quod  he, 
Thow  moil  anfwere  nede ;  it  woll  noon  othir  be  : ; 
Take  thy  counfell  to  the  :  fpede  on;  I  have  doon. 
Beryn  held  hym  flyll :  Geffrey,  fpak  anoon  ; 
Npw  be  inytrowith,  quod  Geffrey,  I  merveUmuch 

of  yew 
To  bid  us  go  to  counfell,  and  knowith  me  wife 

inowghc, 
And  evir  ful  aviHd,  in  twynkelyng  of  an  eye. 
To  make  a  fhort  anfwer  but  yf  my  mowitkbe  dry. 
Shuld  we  go  to  counfell  for  o  word  or  tweyn  ? 
Be  my  tr^with  we  n*yll » let  fe  mo  that  pleyn; 
And  but  he  be  yanfwer*d,  and  that  right  anoon, 
I  gcve  yew  Icve  to  rife  and  walk  out  every  choon. 
And  afpyd  rcdily  yf  ye  fynd  me  there,  .. 

In  the  meen  whils  I  woll  abydc  here ; 
Niiy,  i  tell  trewly,  I  am  wiler  than  ye  ween. 
For  ther  n*yis  noon  of  you  wool  redely  what  I 

meen* 

Riiij 


T^E  MKItCllA)fr4  |£COKI>  J^li^i  ^ 


)£ycrT  mm  fU  iMgN  i^t  Ui$  hen  fiU 
Ot  Ge&0riiidhi»wor4H;  bttt  Berf  A  k44  bym 
AndwMdwnaftoayd;  b«c  yitncr  ttekntir  [ltiH» 
He  held  it  ott  al  h\y  that  €kffir«f  did  cjattir^ 
Bfit  wifclT  hym  f ovtrajd*  asGelfrey  hym  tauf^t. 
Mr  pcfceU  c^  his  wtCdofniie  h*<l  tolbve  fikwughl. 
Sir  Steward,  qaod  Bctjit^  I  andifftoiod  W]ple 
The  tale  otthii  btiix«ylli(  ndw  let  anothir  Ud^ 
13iat  1  ma^'  take  coimfoll  asd  Wwer  idl  it  onyt* 
i  grauntf  quod  the  ftewani ;  then  ixisg;  ibr  &e 

Dcnyv, 
^ith  thow  vrM  be  rewlid  by  the  iQ|*it  rtde^ 
For  hg  it  right  a  wife  maki  to  help  the  in  thy  jtede^ 
lip  arot  t)w  acciifo\irt  qneyntUe h  anoea} 
Hanybald  was  the  6rft  of  them  everi^KKMiy 
And- gad  (o  t^U  his  caie  witli »  prood  chere. 
YiiUrda ' ,  Soverens,  when  I  was  hew 
Scryn  and  thpi  horgcfyfe  goti  to  pieds  ft£k 
For  pleyiog  at  chet ;  Co  ferfortk  at  iaft, 
l^hofoi^Tertnof  m  n  office^  that  I  had  in  charge 
Ber,  n's  fyve  fiiippis,  for  to  {^o  at  large, 
Afid  to  be  in  anfwer  her  this  hmc  day  | 
8^  Walkyng  to  the  ih«lk|dward  we  bai^geynyd  hf 

i\te  wcy 
That  I  Ihufd  have  the  marchaadife  that  Beryn 

with  hym  bn>l)ght, 
Vherof  1  am  fefid,  aa  Ril  IbM  and  hQagh^ 
In  covenaunte  that  I  ihiild  his  fliippis  fill  ageyn 
Of  toy  mifrchasdtfe,'  (bch  as  ht  tofore  hfed  fvy^i 
n  myn  swi)  plife,  howfw  t&  m  thre,  ' 
Full  of  marchandi^  at  they  myght  bci 
And  I  am  evi^ndy,  whenfMVer  he  woH, 
1^  hym  go  or  feildi,  and  charge  his  (hipptt  fiifl 
Of  fuch  marchandili  aa  he  findith  there^ 
For  in  ftich  wor^  we  acordic  were.  ' 

tip  rofe  k  harg«yfi»,  iht  tho  t^it  roTe  tofofe, 
But  othir,aAd  made  them  |^  to  have  fwor« 
^that  every  #ord  of  Hanybald,  from  the  hegyn- 

nyng  to  the  eitfd^ 
Was  foth  and  eke  trev^e,  and  with  th«ir  meiidlB 
Full  preft  tbtff  wer  «6  preVe ;  ami  feyd  tbey  lv«r 

pi^dnrat 
At  covenaunt  malan^ ,  hy  God  omnipotent, 
ft  ihal  nat  nede,  qood  tkfity,  #hib  that  I  her^ 

ftend»     • 
For  I  WoU^p^eire  it  mr  felf  irtt^  my  right  hettd^, 
Jft^  \  have  heeVi  m  ibor  hateBtt  hcretofbit, 
And  tfafs  fliall  he  the  fift,  and  therlor  f  am  f't^bre. 
Beholdith;  and  feith,  and  tumyd  h^  aho« ; 
*Pkb  ftewztd  tod  th6  ti^orgeyfe  gainyd  aU  ahont^ 
The  Romeyns  held  them  iUU,  and  kwhghid  but 

•  Kte. 
^V^yth  that  cam  the  biynd  nun  his  tale  to  endite, 
7^  Ood  hvm  grant  wynnyng  right  at  he  hMhr 
'  'aftnnd.    '  '  ' 

Ber^n  Ifcd  hi*  company  ftoo4  all  tftryry^ 
Bctwrnr  f-opc  ahJ>drcde,  H<^ht1h*high  diftre^ 
For  ^  iire)e  or  of  woo  tkisy  had  ho  fikemes.     * 
Beryn,  ^uM  this  bSynd,'  thoughfc  \  may  nat  fee 
Stond  nerc  yit  the  barf,  my  comynjf  is  for  the, 
That  wrongfiillich  thbw  ^ItholM  rtj  boA  fd 

'eyeh,  ..... 

^e  wicfi  t  tokc  t|ic  for  a  tyhic,  itnd  qtryklich  to 
^ '  ^  mehijen,    "  *     •' 


And  take  them  wtt  H^^  **  *^  evwMMt  Hii^ 
Beryn,  I  take  no  rewutf  of  othir  mennyi  cafit^ 
But  oonlich  of  myn  oon ;  that  iUat  mc  nioit  an 


>lclfid  Ve  I 


Now  blclfid  he  God  in  heyen  that  hroii^  the  to 

this  lond! 
For  fith  our  laft  parting  many  bctii  terit 
^UvB  I  kte  for  thy  tOvo,  that  fiun  tyipc  partinaii 
Of  wynnmrg  a»d  of  kfiag  wero  yens  fefe, 
And  evir  I  fond  the  trcwe,  tyl  at  thekS  thow 

MftAelo 
Awey  wy th  my  too  eyen  dmt  I  toko  to  iko 
To  fe  the  tregetounrpiey  and  their  CiBtiit% 
As  yiftirday  here  in  this  fame  pl^ 
Tofore  yew, Sir  Stcwordf  reherfid  ark  wm. 
l^uU  trew  is  that  byword, /<  man  ufirm^kMU 
hedbk  ifi  Beyrd/rm  kii  trwmJhHtk 
Beryn,  by  the  I  meen,  thongh  thow  iuke  ft 

fihninge. 
For  thow  kaowift  trewly  that  Iibadenochaiiigfr 
Of  my  good  eyen  fvt  thyn  that  bidiier  wel^e* 
Therwith  ftode  up  bnrgeyfe  famt  witnos  to  bdrt^ 
Beryn  held  hym  ftyll,  and  Gefirey  fpak  adpipB ; 
Kow'of  thy  lewd  coi6pleyat|  a«d  thy  mafi^ 


By  my  trowith,  t|^  Geffrey,  I  have  grde  aMr^ 

vaill, 
Fbrdiovdi  th«fwkiddil(eyeQ.fiBfat  it  fluid  M 

availe ; 
Thow  ftiuldift  nevir  fast  thf  Wt^  tr^  tie  woi^ 

infiiy. 
For  al  thing  may  be  ftill  now  for  theii  honieaod 

way. 
And  yf  tbo^r  haddift  t^yn  oyon  thoi  wolMI  no 

counfell  hele; 
I  know  Wele  by  ^  fiftamy  ^y  kynd  w^  m  ftdei 
And  eke  it  is  thy  profite  and  thyn  efe  aUh 
To  he  Uynd  aa  thow  art;  for  now  wherib  their 

Thow  haft  thy  iyvlddc  whib  thow  art  alyte^ 
And  yf  thow  inyghtift'  fe  tboiw  flmMift  nevi^ 

Al  the  hooie  thMigllont  ftiye  levyn  and  Ml  ftrl^ 
Lawghid  of  Ceft«y,  thu  wiitir  Ofttlieir  ltf«is 
Ran  doWn  from  their  eyen  ftfr  hia  )pMM  wft. 
W^that  cam  the  wooiaa,  Vk  t«i»  wm  nat  idyt^ 
^KTyth  IS  bnrgcyfia,  and  women OfO  fd^ 
Her  quarel  for  to  pt«ve,  and  Beryn  tb  apke. 
With  afbir  knave  chikl  yloke  wythali  ^ir  ahny^ 
Andgan  to  tel  her  tale  of  wroogis  Uid'Of  innayi.' 
Ami  eke  of  trnjeyndues,  untfowim,  and  lalfliede, 
Tlltt  B^ryn  had  ywrought  to  hn^  that  qtTfldich 

'fttm  hir  ycde 
Anoott  oppon  hw  v^^hig,  wlittt  ho  hit wylhl4 

•  doon. 
And  hrought  hir  iryth  ch|]d.  and  lete  hir  fi^ 
tloon  ^ 

Wythodt  hdp  and  tomfbrt  from  diat  <^,  M 

nowith 
He  piroferld  me  nat  to  kys  onys  •drjth  hfe  mowid* 
As  yiftirday.  Sir  Steward,  afort  yew  ech'cwtid  : 
Was  reherdd  here,  niy  plcym  is  of  record, 
And  this  dfcy  is  me  ict  for  to  have  refon. 
Let  hym  make  amcndis,or  els  tell  encheiba 


THE  MEltCHANT*S  fSCOKD  TJih^  fier 


^ 


Wky^kym  onckt  oat  fjni^  it  mta  ought,  hit  w^f. 
Th^  fiftcne  Durg^yiif  quyklich  a&  (o  bl^ve, 
A»4  at  fck  wymcn  w  Aode  by  hit  thcrt 
Sejd  that  they  w«re  prei«flft  when  thsy  wMk 

Ao4  that  every  Urorcl  thtt  ti^e  w«Mm  ft^yite 
Wat  tr^rwy  and  eke  Beryn  bad  hir  It  beUayM. 
^Hi^ii^V  t^wd  Oeftcy,  Beryn,  haft  titow  A 

Now  haTe  Ood  my  trowith  the  dayift  of  my  lyf 
}  ihal  tffvft  the  the  let  thow  tctdiA  me  aat  to  fori 
As  nvele  of  thy  wedding  and  of  thy  font  ybore^ 
Go  to,  and  hyt  them  bot|^y  thy  wyi  and  du  thyii 

heir: 
Pe  thow  Qot  anansyd^  for  they  houi  he  feyr* 
Thit  wodduig  wat  right  privy,  hot  I  ifaall  mdse  it 

CQitthc: 
Behold  thy  kmc^  it  £ndth  crape  out  of  thy 

mowith^ 
Ai^  iko  of  thyeowbaooBe  both  ibft  and  iotttek 
l^w  am  I  glad  thya  heir  ihaU  with  ub  to  Rome, 
And  I  ihaU  tcehe  hym,  aa  I  can,  whOt  that  he  il 


?Yery  dqr  hy  tlie  Arete  to  gadirhoaodit  dvng 
>U  it  he  ahiU  of  prentyft  to  craft  of  Tsvirttr 

caery 
And  aftlr  I  (ball  teche  hym  for  to  catche  a  fly, 
^dd  to  meod  mytem  when  they  been  to  tort. 
And  aftix  to  dome  Ambo  whan  he  it  elder  more  i 
Yic  £ar  his  yaientfue  to  pipe  at  doith  a  mowfe 
I  woU  hjrm  teche,  and  lor  to  pihe  a  fiiayl  out  of 

hithowfe, 
4ad  to  berk  at  dohh  an  hoond,  an^fey  Baw, 

haw, 
And  tuni  rovnd  about  at  a  cu  doith  wyth  a 

firaw. 
And  to  Uote  ■#  doith  a  iiepe,  and  Boy  at  doith  itt 

lHrt» 
And  to  iow  at  doith  a  cow ;  aod  at  myn  own 


I  woU  cheritfli  hym  erery  day  for  hii  modirt 

iaktt 
Aad  fas  ao  ftappo  tter  the  chSM,  to  hato  ytake, 
At  Icnaed   by   hit   countenannco,  ahhoogh  he 

thoQ^mt  ib: 
Bba  owdir  waa  etir  ware,  and  bknchid  to  and 

fro, 
Aadkyd  hir  hand  hatwcfie,  aod  l^id  ibmwhat 

wroth. 
And  OiArey  In  Mr  wnth  beftrenrid  ^tem  ii 

bbth} 
For  by  my  trowith,  quod  Oeffirey,  wel  mM,  it  thj 

pan. 
For  I  wi^  cecha  tfiy  feoc  th^  traftw  that  I  eaa, 
Thac  he  im  tyaa  flo  coiB«  aayght  wki  hit  lyr* 

lode. 
To  tfcs  thevfof  aogry  thow  art  verry  w^od. 
pf  bOlhOBd^  wyi;  and  fooe,  by  the  Trynyte 
1  n*oie  wich  it  the  wifeft  of  them  idi  thre. 
Mo^  Iblldy,>iod  the  ftcward;  it  Hith  lOl  lO  thy 

noU 
Both  wit  dnd^yffom,  and  pre>vith  by  thy  poll : 
For  all  be  that  Oefity  wordit  ibtlHy, 
tlThe  ftewatdand  the  bwgeyft  h^d  it  for  ibly 


All  that  evir  he  feyd,  and  toka  it  for  gMdgaM\ 
And  had  fidl  litUl  knowlech  he  wat  Oeffirey  tba 

lame. 
Beryn  aiad  hit  coofcpany  Aode  AiH  at  ifeone 
Betwene  hope  and  drede,  difware  how  it  ihuld 

gbon, 
Saff  Beryn  trift  io  party  that  OeArey  wold  hyitt 

help, 
But  yit  into  that  hour  he  had  no  caufii  to  yelp ; 
Whexibr  they  ibade  moch  Ibrowe,  that  dole  WM 

aod  pete. 
Ocfoyherd  hymfighlbcvt  What  devil  it  yewf 

quodhe; 
What  nede  yew  be  lory  whilt  I  ftood  here  f 
Have  1  nat  eidbmniid  yc^  how  and  it  what  m^ 

nere 
That  I  yew  woU  hel)^  aiid  bryng  them  hi  the 

finre? 
Yf  yt  eoad  plede  ao  weB  aa  I»  full  lidU  wold  y 

care. 
Pink  up  thy  hert,  qnod  Oeffirey,  Beryn,I%k«  •• 

the. 
liCTe  thy  Uah  ktwd,  quod  Beryn  to  hym  age$ 
It  doith  no  thing  avaltt  that  focowe  com  on  thf 

hede; 
It  it  nat  worth  a  fly  al  that  thaw  haft  ibydfc 
Have  wa  nat  elt  now  for  to  dnok  oppon 
Safl"  b^re  to  jangill  ?  lyfachyn  rofe  aooon^ 
And  weot  to  the  barr,  and  gan  to  tell  hbtids  | 
He  wat  at  fait  at  JudM,  that  let  Crifte  at  £de» 
Sir  Steward,  quod  thit  Macl^yn,  and  the  burgey* 

'  fital^ 
Knowith  wele  how  Melan  with  pnrpiH  and  wit|i 

pam 
And  othir  marcfaaadife,  fetea  yere  agoi 
Went  coward  Rome,  aod  hoW  that  I  ^ 
Havt  aoqooed  fith,  at  refcn  woU  aad  kyndi^ 
Sith  he  wat  my  h^ir^  to  know  of  hit  ende  ; 
Por  yit  fldi  hit  daportiflg  tyl  it  was  yiftirday 
Met  1  nevir  creature  mx  me  coud  widh  or  (a^ 
Readyoet  of  my  fadir,dodeothilr  alyvc ; 
But,  bleflid  be  God  in  beveo !  io  thit  thevii 

fclrte 
Thf  knyff  I  gaff  aary  Mir  waiyiftirday  yloondt 
Sith  I  hvm  apele  let  hym  be  hit  yboood^ 
Theknyflkoowwd  hiowo;  aUb  the  man  ftoot 

here, 
And  dwellith  iki  Chtt  town,  and  la  a  coialere. 
That  nrade  the  fitme  Jdiyfwydi  hit  too  hon^ 
That  wele  I  woot  that  il  ooon  Bke  tofcchtl 

Crifien  lolidit  t 
For  three  precioufe  ftonyt  been  wythin  the  haft 
PerfcAHch  ycouchit,  and  fetilfich  by  craft 
Bodendfit  inthe  haft,aAd  that  right  eorioufly, 
A  (aphir,and  a  £didone,  and  a  rich  ruby. 
The  cot^ere  cam  lepeing  forth  with  a  bold  dhet9 
And  feyd  to  the  fteward  that  hiachyo  told  now 

here 
Every  word  it  drew,  fo  both  the  ftonyt  fet ; 
I  made  the  knyf  my  felf,  who  myght  know  It 

betf 
And  toke  the  knyff  to  Madiyn,  and  he  me  pay*4 

Wele; 
So  it  thit  felon  giky;  there  ti  no  aore  to  td).     - 
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Up  irofe  bnr^  'fi«  bf^t^o  b^*  three  by  four, 
And.fey*d^hey  wcr  ^efent  the  fame  tyme  and 

hour 
When  Mach>n  wept  fore,  and  brought  hit  &dir't 

gownd. 
And  gaf  hym  the  fame  knyff  oppon  the  fee  ftrond. 
Beth  ther  eoy  mo  pleyniifs  of  record  ? 
Quod   Geffrey  to  the  fteward:  and  he  ageyn- 

ward; 
Hew  femeth   the,   Oylhochet,    beth    ther    nat 

inowghi  ? 
Mak^  thyn  anfwer,  Beryn,  cafe  that  thow  mowe. 
For  oon  or  othir  thow  mud  fey,  although  it  nat 

araille. 
And  but  thow  lefe  or  dx>w  go  methinkith  grete 

mervaill. 
Beryn  goith  to  counfisU  aud  his  company. 
And  Geffrey  bode  behinde  to  her  more  and  fe. 
And  to  (hew  the  burge  yie  fomewhat  of  hit  hert ; 
And  feyd,  But  1  make  the  plcyntifs  for  to  (inert. 
And  aUc  that  them  meyntenith,  for  aught  that  is 

yfeyd, 
I  woll  grant  yew  to  kut  the  eris  fro  my  hcdc. 
|4y  mafter  is  at  counlcU,  but  counfell  hath  he 

noon 
For  but  I  hym  help  he  is  cleen  undoon ; 
But  I  woll  help  hym  al  that  I  can,  and  meyntene 

hym  alfo 
By  my  power  and  connyng,  fo  I  am  bound  ther  *to ; 
For  I  durft  wage  battel!  wyth  yew,  though  yec  be 

That  my  maifter  is  in  the  trowith  and  ye  be  in 

the  wrong ; 
For  and  we  have  iawe  I  ne  hold  yew  but  difboied 
In  yewr  own  falffiede,  fo  be  yee  now  afpied  5 
Wherfor  yit  or  ere  I  flul  abaU  yewr  pride. 
That  fom  of  yew  (hall  be  right  fe)  n  to  flynk  away 

and  hide. 
The  burgcyfes  gon  to  lawgh,  and  fcomyd  hym 

ther*to. 
Gylhochet,  quod  Erander,  and  thow  cowdift  fo 
Bryng  it  thus  about,  it  were  a  rcdy  wey. 
He  is  a  good  fool,  quod  Hanybald,  in  fay, 
To  put  hymfclf  aloon  in  (h-engith  and  eke  in  wit 
Ajcevns  all  the  burgcyfis  that  on  this  bench  fit. 
What  datir  is  this,  quod  Machyo,  al  day  with  a 

folc  ? 
Tyme  is  now  to  worch  with  fom  othir  tole. 
For  I  am  ccrtcyn  of  their  anfwcr  that  they  wol  fail, 
And  lyf  for  lyf  of  my  fadir  what  may  that  ay^  / 
Wher*for  beth  avifid,  for  I  am  in  no  doute 
The  goodis  been  fufficient  to  part  al  aboute. 
So  may  every  party  pleyntif  have  his  part. 
That  is  refon,  quod  the  blind ;  a  trew  man  thow 

art; 
And  eke  it  were^untrowith  and  eke  grete  fyn 
But  cche  of  us  that  plcynith  myghj  fomwhat  lyyn. 
Hanybald  bote  his  lippis,  and  herd  them  both 

wele; 
Towching  the  marchandife  o  tale  I  (hall  yew  tell, 
And  eke  make  a  vow,  and  hold  my  beheft, 
7*hat  of  the  marchandife  yewr  part  (hall  be  led ; 
For  I  have  made  a  bargeyn  that  may  nat  be  undo ; 
I  IvoU  hold  his  cgvcuiutot  aad  he  Ihal  myn  alfo. 


Up  roos  qnickiich  the  bnrgeyfe  Syrophanes ; 
Hanybald,  quod  he,  the  law  goith  by  no  lanys. 
But  hold  feith  the  ftreyt  wey,  even  as  doith  a  lyne; 
For  yiftirday  when  Beryn  with  me  did  dpre' 
I  was  the  firft  perfon  that  put  him  in  areft; 
And  for  he  wold  go  large  thow  haddift  in  charge 

and  heft 
To  fete  both  (hip  and  goodis  til  I  wefe  anfwerid; 
Then  muft  I  firft  be  fervid,  this  knowith  al  men 

ylerid. 
The  woman  ftode  befidis,  and  cried  w^ndir  faft, 
Ful  foth  is  that  byword,  T«  fiot  nmtf  tmtytb  Ufi 
He  tmr/i  ufervid:  and  (b  it  fwith  by  me  : 
Yit  nethirles.  Sir  Steward,  I  truft  to  yewr  Icnt^ 
That  knowith  beft  my  caofe  and  my^trew  catent; 
I  axe  yew  no  more  but  rightful  jugdment : 
Let  me  have  part  with  othir  fith  he  my  htt(boiidis  : 
Good  Sir,  beth  avifid;  I  axe  yew  nat  amys. 
Thus  they  gon  to  (hyve,  and  wer  of  high  mode 
For  to  depart  emong  them  othir  mennys  good, 
Wher  they  tofore  had  nevir  propertc, 
Ne  nevir  fliuld  thera£tir  by  doom  of  equyte ; 
But  they  had  othir  caufe  then  they  had  tho. 
Beryn  was  at  counfell,  his  hert  was  full  woo. 
And  his  meyny  fory,  dKbakt,  and  al  amayide. 
For  tho  they  levid  noon  othir  but  Geffirey  had  be* 

trayide ; 
Becaufe  he  was  iii  loag  they  coud  no  maner  rede. 
But  everich  by  hymfelf  wi^d  he  had  be  dede. 

0  myghtful  (>od !  they  (eyd,  I  trow  tofore  this  day 
Was  nevir  gretter  trefon,  fere,  ne  affray, 
Ywrought  onto  mankind  then  now  is  to  us  here. 
And  namelich  by  this  Geffrey  with  his  fotilchorte; 
So  feithful  he  made  it  he  wold  us  help  echone. 
And  now  we  be  ymyryd  he  letith  us  fit  aloofu 
Of  Geffrey,  quod  Beryn,  be  as  it  be  may  ; 

We  mut  anfwer  ncde,  ther  is  vlo&o.  othir  way ; 
And  ther'for  let  me  know  your  wit  and  your 

counlkile. 
They  wept,  aud  wrong  their  hoAdis,  and  gan  to 

waillf  [lyvtt 

The  tyme  that  they  were  bore,  and  (hortly  of  the 
They  wis(hid  that  they  wer.  With  that  came  Gcf* 

frey  blive, 
Fa(ring  them  towards,  and  began  to  fmyle. 
Qerya  foid  Gef&ey  wher  be  had  be  al  the  while  ? 
Have  mercy  oppon  us,  and  help  us  as  thow  hight. 

1  woll  help  yow  right  wele  thfough  gract  of 

Godd*is  might ; 
And  \  can  tell  yow  tiding  of  their  govemauncc. 
They  ftondin  altercatioune  and  'ftryf  in  poynt  to 

praunc9 
To  depart  your  goodis,  and  levith  verily 
That  it  wei  impoflibil  yew  to  ronedv , 
Bpt  their  )^h  pride  and  their  prefumpcioune 
Shal  be  yit  or  eve  their  confufioune ; 
And  to  make  amendis  ech  man  for  his  pleynt. 
Let  fe  ther*for  your  good  avife  how  they  might 

be  ateynt. 
The  Romeyns  ftode  ftill,  as  who  had  (hor  their 

hede. 
In  feith,  quod  Beryn,  we  can  no  maner  rede. 
But  in  God  and  yew  we  fubniit  us  all. 
Body,  1)  f,  and  goodis,  to  ftond  9r  to  fa}|. 
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And  nrwf  for  to  travers  o  word  that  thow  feyft  ; 
Help  us,  good  Geffrey,  n  wiek  at  thou  tnayft.    ■ 
Depcrdcux !  quod  Gcffirey,  and  1  woll  do  mjr  peyn 
To  hel}i^w  as  my  cotmjti^  woill  Ibeofa  and  areyn, 
The  Romeyns  wem  to  barr,  and'Gcflfrey  altoforie 
Whh  E  nice  coutittnance,  bare  fote,  and  to  tore, 
Pleying  with  a  yerd^ie  bare  in  his  honde, 
And  was  cvir  wiftlyng  at  every  pafe  comaande. 
Tlic  ftr«»  ard  and^e  burgcyiis  had  game  inowghc 
Of  Gcffrey*M  nice  comyng,  and  hertlich  lowghc ; 
And  echc  ihan  fcjtl,  Gylhochet,  com  nere ; 
Thow  art  right  welcome,  for  thow  makiftuschere. 
The  fame  wekom,  quod  Gefirey,  that  yce  woll  u^ 
Fall  Y»ppoD  yewr  hedis,  I  pray  to  Go<l,  and  w^rs. 
They  held  hym  fora  verry  fole,  but  he  heldch^m 

wel  more; 
Axid  fo  he  made  thctn  in  breff  tyme,  all  though 

they  wer  nat  ihore. 
Styntith  now,  quod  Geffrey,  and  let  nrake  pcfcj 
Of  myrthis  and  of  japi»  tymc  w  now  to  cefe. 
And  fpeke  of  othir  mater  that  we  have  to  dOon, 
For  and  wc  hew  am.ys  eny  maner  ftone 
We  know  wele  in  certeyn  what  pardon  we  fliul 

have; 
The  more  is  our  ncde  us  to  defend  and  fave. 
My  mafter  hath  be  at  counfell,  and  fiil  aviHd  is 
That  I  (hall  have  the  wordis,  f^ke  I  wele  or  mys; 
Wherfor,  Sir  Steward,  and  ye  burgeyiis  all, 
fiittith  upright,  andwrittithnat,  for  aventuria  thit 

may  fall; 
For  and  yc  deme  untrewely,  or  do  us  eny  wrong. 
Ye  (hull  be  rcfourmyd,  be  yc  nevir  fo  Arong, 
Of  every  poynt  and  injury,  and  that  in  grete  hafte. 
For  he  is  nat  unknowe  to  us  that  may  vow  chailc: 
Hold  forth  the  right  wcy,  and  by  no  fide  lanys. 
And  as  towching  the  firft  plcyntif  Syrephanes, 
That  plcyd  with  my  maftcr  yidirday  at  chcs. 
And  made  a  ceneyn  covenaunte,  who  that  had 

the  wert 
In  the  laft  game,  al  thoughe  I  wer  nat  there, 
fihuld  do  the  todir's  bidding,  whatfoever  it  wer. 
Or  drynk  all  the  watir  that  fait  wer  in  the  fee ; 
Thus  I  trowe,  Sir  Steward,  ye  woU  record  the  pic. 
And  yf  I  have  ymiffid  in  lettir  or  iii  word 
The  lawe,  wol  I  be  rewlid  aftir  yewr  record ; 
For  we  be  ful  avifid  in  this  wife  to  anfwere. 
Evander  the  fteward,  and  al  men  that  wer  there. 
Had  menril  much  of  Geffrey,  that  fpak  fo  redely, 
Whofe  wordis  tofore  femyd  al  foly. 
And  weraftonyed  cleen,and  gan  for  to  drede. 
And  eVry  man  tyl  othir  Icnyd  with  his  hede, 
And  fcyd  he  reported  the  tale  right  formally ; 
He  was  no  fole  in  ccrten,  but  wife,  ware,  and  fcly. 
For  he  hath  but  yjapid  us  and  fcornyd  heretofore. 
And  we  have  hold  hym  a  fole,  but  we  be  wel 

more. 
Tlius  they  ftodied  on  Geffrey,  and  laughed  tho 

right  naught. 
When  Geffrey  had  afpied  they  wer  in  fuch  thought. 
And  their  hcrtis  trobelid,  penfyf,  and  anoycd, 
Hym  lyft  to  dryve  in  bet  the  nayl,  till  they  were 

fidly  doyid. 
fioverens  Sirs,  he  ieyd,  fith  that  it  fo  is 
•^hat  in  reporting  of  our  pie  ye  fynd  nothing  amys, 


As  provith  wele  yowr  fcilence,  eke  ye  witHfcyth 
O  word  of  oUr  tale,  but  dene  without  fpot,    [nac 
Then  to  our  anfwer  1  prey  yow  take  hede. 
For  we  wol  fcyal  the  trowith  right  as  it  is  in  dede^ 
For  this  is  foth  and  certen,  it  may  nat  be  with* 

fcyd. 

That  Bcryn  that  here  ftondith  was  thus  ovirpleid 

In  the  laft  game,  when  wagir  was  opon ; 

But  that  was  his^fufferaunce,  as  ye  ihuU  hereanoon. 

For  in  all  this  cete  tncr  n'ys  no  maner  man 

Can  piey  bctir  at  dies  then  my  madir  can ; 

Nc  bet  then  I,though  I  it  fey,  can  nat  half  fo  much; 

Now  how  he  loft  it  by  his  wyll  the  caufe  I  woU 

tcche ; 
For  ye  wend  and  ween  that  he  had  hym  engyned. 
But  ye  ihul  fele  in  every  veyn  that  ye  be  undir- 

mxnedy 
And  ybrought  at  ground,  and  eke  ovirmulid. 
And  agenft  the  firfl  that  Beryn  is  accuiid 
Herith  now  ententyflich.  When  we  wer  on  the  fee 
Such,  a  tempeft  on  us  fill  that  noon  myght  othir  fe 
Of  thundir,  wynd,  and  lightehyng,  and  ilormys 

.  ther  among. 
Fiftenie  dayis  during  the  tempeft  was  fo  ftrong 
That  eche  man  till  othir  began  hym  for  to  fluyve. 
And  made  their  avowis,  yf  they  myght  have  the 

lyve, 
Som  to  fe  the  fepulkir,  and  fom  to  othir  plafc. 
To  fech  holy  feyntis  for  help  and  for  grace ; 
3om  to  faft  and  do  pennaunce,  and  fom  do  almy£> 

dede; 
Tyl  at  Jaft,  as  God  wold,  a  voifc  to  us  fcyd. 
In  our  moft  turment,  and  defperat  of  mynd. 
That  yf  we  wold  be  (avid  my  miaiiler  muil  hyra 

bynd 
Be  fcith  and  eke  be  vow,  when  he  cam  to  lond,   ' 
To  drink  al  the  felt  watir  wjthin  the  fee  ftrond,  , 
Without  drinking  eny  fope  of  the  fresfli  watir ; 
And  taught  hym  al  the  fotilte  how  and  in  what 

,   manere 
That  he  fliuld  wirch  by  cngyne  and  by  a  fotill 

charm,  [harm. 

To  drink  all  the  fait  watir  and  have  hymfelf  no 
But  ftop  the  frclh  rivers  by  every  coft  fide. 
That  they  enter  nat  in  the  fe  thorough  the  world 

wydc. 
The  voife  we  herd  but  naught  we  few;  fo  wer  our 

witts  ravid. 
For  this  was  end  finally,  yf  wc  luft  be  favid. 
Wher'for  my  maftcr  Beryn,  when  he  cam  to  thl# 

port. 
To  his  avow  and  promys  he  nwde  his  firft  rcfort. 
Or  that  he  wold  bergeyn  eny  marchandife. 
And  right  doith  thefe  marchandis  in  the  fame  wife 
That  maken  their  avowis  in  faving  of  their  lyvMs, 
Thcycomplctyn  their  pilgremagis  or  they  fe  their 

wyvis. 
So  mowe  ye  ondirftond  that  my  maftcr  Beryn 
Of  frc  will  was  ymatid,  as  he  that  was  a  pilgrym. 
And  myght  nat  perfourm  by  many  tbowfend  part 
His  avow  and  his  heft  wythout  right  fotil  art. 
Without  help    and  ftrcngth  of  many  mcnnys 

myght.  '  [right 

Sir  Steward,  a»^  Sic  Burgcylc,  if  urc  ftiul  ^vc 
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ticofluAes  ttoft  do  Mft  ftn4  av«otfw«^ 

To  ftop  ai  the  ixtOa  rfvcrsiiito  the  tte  tiut  ottir, 

For  BoTB  b  redy  in  tl  tbiiig  Kjin  to  ^y tc^ 

00  he  be  te  dcfaau  muft  pay  for  Ihc  Witc 
Silh  ye  heea  wife  al  what  oede  ■•  moch  ckttr  ? 
Tber  was  no  covenaiinte  them  betwctic  to  drink 

fre&  witir. 
When  Strophanet  had  yherd  a!  GtAtfS  ale, 
lie  ftode  al  ahafliid,  with  colenr  wm  and  palff 
And  lokid  oppon  the  AeWard  with  a  rewliil  chtre, 
And  on  otkir  frcndfliip  and  neyhhovrt  he  had 

there. 
And  preyd  them  of  eonfell  the  anfwerv  to  reply. 
Thcfe  Romeynt,  qaod  the  ftcward,  htca  wondir 
Aadcfce  right  ymmagytyf,iad  of  fotilait^  (ftly. 
That  I  am  in  grete  dowte  howe  yee  thai  depart 
^(Tithoiit  i^arm  in  oon  fide :  oar  laWit,  well  thow 

won. 
Is  to  pay  damagts,  and  eke  alfo  the  coft. 
Of  every  party  plcotyf  that  fidiith  ta  hispleynt  t 
ixt  hym  go  quyt  I  conafeU,  yf  it  may  &  bt 

qneyat. 

1  merveil,  quod  Sirophanes,  of  their  fotilte. 

Bat  fith  that  it  fo  ftonditfa,  and  may  tiooa  othir  be, 
I  do  woll  be  coiufelli  aad  gimunted  Beryti  quyte. 
Bm  Oeffrey  thought  anothir^  and  withoot  re^fite. 
Sirs,  he  ferd,  me  wetith  wele  that  ye  wol  do  us 

rig^i. 
And  £o  ye  mill  ncdii,  ind^b  ye  him  uk  highte ; 
And  therdiMre,  Sir  Steward,  ye  occupy  our  plalO) 
And  ye  know  weVe  what  law  wol  in  this  ca  e; 
My  maftir  is  i«dy  to  perfimmne  his  avow. 
But  natfaeleft,  quod  the  Aeward,  i  cannat  weu 


To  ftop  all  the  frefli  watir  were  poflibittte. 
Yi%infoch,qBod  Gelfirey,  who  had  of  gold  pkntfe 
As  man  coud  wKh  aqd  h  myght  well  be  do ; 
Bat  that  is  nat  our  defaote^he  hath  no  txiifoa|>  to. 
JLct  hym  go  to  In  hafte,  or  find  us  fberte 
Tn  make  amendis  to  Beryn  for  his  iniqoke, 
Wrong,  and  harm,  and  crefpos,  and  «ndcwe  wei;- 

acioune. 
Loft  of  (kk,  and  matthandile,  ^efe,  and  tribuk- 

hciounc. 
That  we  hare  fnftenyd  thorough  his  kiiqukCf 
What  vaylith  it  to  tary  us  ?  for  though  ye  fotil  pfy 
We  fhol  have  reTon  whei*  y«  wol  or  no, 
So  woll  we  that  ye  knowe  what  that  we  Woll  dp; 
In  ccrten  fall  avifid  to  libpe  for  to  pafe, 
And  declare  every  poynt.  them  ok  and  oke  the 

lafe. 
That  of  yeur  opyn  erroun  baih  idryne  coitee- 

tioune. 
Aid  agenys  his  jugemefit  is  noott  protedloine : 
He  is  ycwr  loid  riall,  and  foveren  jagge  aad  kle. 
That  and  ye  work  in  eay  poynt  to  hym  hith  our 

apele. 
80  when  the'fteward  had  yhcrd,  and  the  b«rg»yib 

alle, 
How  Oeffrey  had  yfteryd,  that  weM  h  n^e  cbe 

gaU» 
What  for  ihame,  and  dre^k  of  more  harm,  and  re^ 

pteffe, 
They  xnade  Sirophane^  ^er  hym  looth  or  leffc. 


T%  Mke  Beryl  gacc, and  plegf  fiftd lUW' 

To  byde  the  ««rd  aad  ji^gemMit  of  that  he  lul 

myfdd. 
KowffertheMRit«,<|iodOefirey,  fith  tbat  it  ib  81 
That  <if  the  firft  pientyf  we  have  iiksmes, 
Now  to  the  Marthaat  vse  muft  ledb  aifw«r«^ 
That  bergeyaed  with  Berya  al  that  bb  ftoffk 

berc. 
In  eovcaanote  diat  he  fliild  hb  flnppis  ill  tgc|i 
Of  othir  marthaadifc  that  be  toCste  had  ftyi 
In  Hanybald'is  plafe,  hoVrfis  tb  or  tbre. 
Full  of  marchandtfe  as  they  aaight  bet 
l«et  us  pas  thidir,  yf  eay  thing  be  that 
At  our  lift  aad  hking,  as  they  aceordit  were. 
1  gtaaat  wtls,  quM  HaaybaU,  thaw  airift  hot 

righte; 
Up  arafe  thefe  bnitcyfta,  Tholr  aiuft  bit  fs|k. 
Tne  fteward  and  his  coaMcrii  cntrii  fiift  the 


And  law  nothing  vrithta,ftravr,nekf.  Be  BMwft, 
Save  tymbir,  and  the  tyk  ftoaya,  aid  the  usUh 

i^iifee. 
I  tfow*  quod  the  nfcwardi  the  wyaayng  wiu  11 

but  lite 
That  Beryn  wol  B«w  ect  ia  HaaybaU.  is  pkTitti 
Fat- 1  can  (fe  nooa  otfair  bat  thay  vroH  be  atcptt 
And  ckpid  them  ia  echona,  aad  vreat  oit  hpit, 

khe.  |feH 

As  mae  as  they  wete  cattid  thsy  mw  ao  asMt 
For  foris  of  their  hert,  but,  as  tofare  n  kyd, 
The  hovrk  vras  cken  yfvrc]>t;  then  Oefivf  Mr 

they  preyda, 
To  he^  yf  he  oond.  Let  aie  aloen,  quod  be, 
Yit  Ihul  they  have  the  wers  as  fotil  as  they  bcb 
Evaader  the  fteward  in  the  mene  vrhik 
Spak  to  the  burgeyfe,  aad  began  to  finyk  * 
Though  SirophiUKs  be  yholdthesResaeyiskrl* 

cuia, 
Yit  I  trow  that  Hanybald  woll  pot  hyfli  to  tk 


For  I  am  ftiyr  and  certeya  whhin  they  M  o* 

What  fey  ye  be  my  pleyBt,Sirs,  qaod  the  blyadf 

For  T  inake  a  vow  t  wall  ntvk  cdfe 

Tyl  Syrophaaes  have  of  Bern  a  pkyn  f«kk» 

And  to  make  hym  qiyte  t>f  ids  fubatiffiottaei 

£ls  wol  1  have  no  pete  of  his  oootritieiiie, 

But  folow  hym  al  fo  ierfly  as  I  eaa  or  any 

Tyll  I  have  his  eyen  both  to  pwif . 

Now  m  kttfa,  quo^  Machya,  aad  ^  ^  ^"^  ^ 

lyic. 
For  though  hefoape  fewidl,vrithme  well  htpt 

ftryfte,  • 

But  be  right  fcyn  in  hert  all  his  good  focfske 
?or  to  feape  wyth  hys  lyf^  and  to  me  ft  take. 
Beryn  and  his  fete(hip  wcr  within  the  ^^^^ 
Aad  %kcti  of  t^cir  anfwer,  a^  BsUKk  bat  M 

roufc, 
Bat  ew  preyd  Oefirey  tb  hflp  yf  he  OMd  o'V*' 
I  woll  nat  fidll,  quod  Oeftrey,  and  wat  tiofve  k^ 

thought 
Of  too  botii^iis,  a^  white  ^s  eny  Ihowe; 
He  lete  them  Bee  vrkhiB  the  hottfc,4i^«Nrfl 

the  wow^ 
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Wry  ckria  «4iyfe  W,  M  thiir  kjad  w^ 

Aftir  they  had  flew  to  reft  cnodiir  poll 

When  Odfirey  fiiwthe  bottfiiit  cfemg  CO  th«waQ 

The  ftewwfd  and  thf  kirgf  yfc  in  h>  gm  oU; 

klSin^he  iiyd^  wH^lb  erir  pepeiit. 

We  have  thoCe  marchandife  took  to  our  tafent 

ThMMfyndhmiB.  Behold,  Sir  Haaybal, 

The  ywdif  hotlcflm  that  dovith  en  the  wall  I 

Of  fudk  ye  moft  ill  our  flnppia  all  fyve. 

Fhdi  uf  thy  hen  Berym  for  thow  moft  nodit 

thry^} 
for  whan  we  oat  «l  Rome  ia  Marchantltfe  went, 
To  porchafii  boliffliia  was  eor  moft  entent ; 
Yk  woBI  tcU  the  Gaofii  efpedal  and  why : 
There  la  a  ledie  in  Room  that  hath  yonde  a  erf 
To  nahe  an  oyattmeBt  to  core  all  tho  ben  blynde, 
And  al  maoer  Infinnyteet  that  growith  hi  mao- 

hynde.  [ye  amt  hy. 

The  day  ia  ihort;  the  work  it  long:  Sir  HanybaU, 
When  Hanyhald  herd  thi«  tale»  heityd  pryt^ 
In  coonidl  to  the  ftewardslnfothlhavethe  wcrs, 
For  I  am  ttkir  hy  ihii  pleym  that  Ihall  1  litil  pnrs. 
So  me  ftmeth,^nod  the  ftewvd,  for  in  the  wiwld 

rMinde 
So  mnoy  botit  iila  wold  nai  he  Ibnade 
I  WW  •  iup  10  charge;  wher'Ibr  me  thinhlth  had 
Let  hym  hvre  hit  gwxl  ageyn,  and  be  in  pefeand 

reft. 
And  yit  is  an  aTentore  and  thow  fcapc  ft> 
Thy  oovennanc  ft^relelb  wfchoot  m«w  adok 
The  hnrgeyiit  cirerichone,  that  were  of  that  cete, 
Were  ai^j^d  lore  when  they  herd  of  thiaplee; 
tfcfllrcy  with  hia  wildom  held  them  hard  and 


That  they  were  acombrit  in  their  own  diftreyte. 
When  tbnybaM  wM  hit  ftrendia  had  fpoke  of 

this  matere  [manere: 

T%cy  draw  them  towards  Btryn,  and  feid  in  this 
Only  for  hotirfliityecom  fro    our  contre  , 
And  we  yoo  tett  in  fikimes  and  opoa  our  fe; , 
That  fo  aaamy  botirflyes  we  fliul  nerir  gcte, ' 
Wherefeire  we  be  vn&d  othlrwife  to  trete; 
That  Haovbald  ftiat  rtleft  hit  cotenovnc  that  it 

makid,  [ran£ikid. 

And  delyrer  the  good  ageyn  that  from  yon  wat 
Hay  Ibrfeth,  ^od  OeAney,  vt  nedith  no  rek^ ; 
Te  ftttll  hold  our  corenaant  and  we  ftall  eurt 
Vbr  we  flinU  have  refon  wher  ye  woU  or  no  [alfo, 
WhUt  Hope  it  alyw;  I  am  nothyng  aferd, 
Ww  I  can  wipe  aU  tMs  plee  deen  from  yonr  herd. 
And  ye  bUnch  onys  out  of  the  high  wey.  [dcley. 
TUd  proferid  hym  plegg  and  gage  without  more 
How  fcrthirmore»  qaod  Oeirey,  as  ought  to  pro* 

cede,  [ncdc ; 

for  to  the  bljmd  mami'yt  poym  we  nroft  anfwer 
t*hat,  for  to  tefi  trowith,  he  lyvith  aB  to  long 
For  his  own  fswte  and  his  own  wrong 
On  Beryn  he bathftntnyfid,  atprerith  by httplee, 
A^  that  ye  ftiull  opynfich  know  wele  and  fee; 
9ar  aa  I  mdir Aode  hym  he  feyd  that  fele  yerit 
BefyS)  that  heir  ftoodtth^  and  he  were  pertynerit 
M  wynnyng  and  of  kfyng,  at  men  it  ufe  and 

doltb, 
AAdihatthcy  fktmjfr  a  yeir,  and  yittfaiyit  fothf| 


But  the  canfe  of  ehaonging  yil » to  y«w  mihnow^ . 
Whef *fare  I  wott  deckre  it  bodi  to  high  and  lomc*. 
In  that  lame  tyme  that  this  buf  ge  ic  biynd, 
Ando^y  maftcr  Bcryn, at  HA  a^feyth  myght  bynddi  • 
Were  marchaundisan  comyn  of  al  thatcheyn^rght' 
Sair  of  lyf  and  lym,  and  of  dedd   fyn,        (wyn» 
Therillin  thamarchitof  althinglnchaderth  / 
That  joy,  comfort,  and  (bias,  and  al  manor  myxth; 
Waa  eiSlid  dcen,  (aff  oonly  moleftationne. 
That  abood  oontinud-^^cfperattonne : 
So  when  that  the  pepil  wcr  in  moft  myfd^efte 
Ood  that  is  above,  that  al  thing  doth  referc. 
Sent  them  foch  pUnM  of  mony,  frnyte,  and  oarSy' 
Wich  tumid  d  to  joy  their  moncnyng  d  to  hrui 
Then  gaf  they  them  to  mirth,  ravel,  pity,  an< 
Andthankid  Qod  above  evk  motaaatong  [jba^^ 
Of  their  relevadevBe  from  woo  into  gladnes. 
For  Afilrfimr  xohmfmeU  it  am  H  it  apfifmi  mj. 
So  in  the  meen  whUeof  ihitprafpcrtte 
Ther  cam  fuch  a  pleyer  into  the  famccontre 
That  nevir  thertolbre  wat  firya  iheh  anotbir^ 
That  wele  waa  the  eretnre  that  bom  wat  el  Ua 

modir 
That  myght  fe  the  ndrthit  of  thit  jogdonre, 
Ebr  of  the  vrorld  vdde  tho  dayit  he  bwe  theflonit^ 
For  there  n'at  man  ne  woman  in  that  itighMHi^ 
That  let  of  hymldf  the  ftore  of  a  boton 
Yf  he  had  not  fejr  hit  myrthia  and  hia^ame. 
So  oppon  a  tymeduftpltyer  did  prodaoae 
That  d  manere  of  pcpUl  his  pleyis  wold  (• 
SbnldeomoppaBacertendey  tothegtete  oefees' 
Then  among  odibr  my  mafter  here,  Boryn, 
And  thit  fame  blynd,  that  dedith  now  widthym. 
Made  a  carton  covenaant  uiat  they  weld  it 
The  merveUis  of  this  pleyer  and  his  fetiltc : 
So  what  for  heto  of  ftuner,  age,  and  febilnet. 
And  cha  alio  the  kaig  way,  thia  blynd  liar  wev  | 

rynet 
Fill  flat  adowa  to  the  crtfa  ;o  foia  ae  myght  he  ga$ 
Wher*for  my  mafter  Beryn  in  hert  was  fall  woo, 
Andieyd^hCy  frendyhowDow?  mowyeso£BiA 

ther  pas? 
No,  he  layd,  by  hym  that Irft  made  mat; 
And  yit  I  had  levir,  as  God  my  fonle  lave, 
3e  thot  wondir  ple^  then  aH  the  good  I  have 
t  cannat  els,  quod  Beryn,  but  yf  it  may  aat  be 
Bat  that  ya  and  I  nsot  retoum  age 
Afrir  ye  be  refrdhid  of  your  werynds. 
For  to  leva  yew  In  this  phta  it  wev  no  geodfaMi* 
Then  feyd  this  Uynd,  I  am  avifidbet  3 
Beryn,  ye  IhuU  wend  thidir  without  eny  let. 
And  htift  myn  eyen  with  yew  that  they  thepk^ 

mowie, 
And  I  aK>ll  have  yewrs  tytt  ye  come  age* 
Thus  was  their  covenaunt  made,  as  Ito  yowrepor^ 
For  efe  of  this  blynd,  and  moft  for  hia  comfort. 
Bat  wotith  vvde  the  whole  Ibieace  of  all  fiir* 

gcry 
Was  anyd  or  the  chaunge  wat  made  of  both  eye 
With  niany  Ibtitt  enchantonrtand  eke  nygraman- 

cers. 
That  fent  wci  e  for  the  nonys  maftrtt  and  Ibderis. 
So  whea  all  wat  complete  my  maftir  went  his  wey^ 
With  thit  maiui*ys  eyen  and  law  all  the  pky. 
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And  haftly  retoamed  into  that  plafe  a^. 

And  food  this  blyod  fcching  oo  hondas  and  on 

kne, 
Grafping  all  aboote  to  fynd  that  he  had  lore, 
Berfn  his  both  e  -en  that  he  had  tofbre. 
But  as  fone  as  Beryn  had  pleyn  knowleche 
That  his  eyeo  were   yloil,   unnedi   he   mvght 

areche 
O  word,  for  pureaDgu/fh  that  he  toke  ibdcnly. 
And  from  that  day  tUl  nowe  ne  mf  ght  he  nevir 

fpjr 
This  man  in  no  plafc  ther  law  was  ymerid  ( 
But  now  in  hit  preTence  the  foth  is  full  yprevid, 
That  he  (hall  make  amendls  or  he  hens  pas 
Right  as  the  lawe  wol  deme,  e?hir  more  or  las ; 
Eor  my  maftir*is  cyen  were  betir  and  more  clere 
Then.thcfe  that  he  hath  now  to  fc  both  fer  and 

nerc; 
So  wold  he  have  his  own,  that  proper  were  of 

kynd. 
For  he  is  erir  redy  Co  ukc  to  the  blynde 
The  eyen  that  he  had  of  hym,  aa  cevenaunc  was. 
So  he  woU  do  the  fame.    Now,  Soverens,  in  this 
Ye  mut  take  hede  for  to  dcme  right,  [cafe 

ISfit  it  wcr  no  refon  my  maftir  Unild  lefe  his  iight 
For  his  trew  hert  and  his  gcntilnes. 
Beryn,  quod  the  blind,  tho  I  woll  the  rclele 
My  quarcll  and  my  caufe,  and  fall  fro  my  pleynt. 
Thow  mut  nede,   quod  Geffrey,  for  tkow  art 

ateynt. 
So  mut  thow  profir  gage,  and  borowis  fynd  alfo. 
For  to  make  amendis,  as  othir  have  ydo. 
Sir  Steward,  do  os  law,  lith  we  defire  but  right : 
As  we  been  pefe  marchandis  us  longith  nat  to 

fight. 
But  pleyn  us  to  the  law,  yf  fo  we  be  agrcvid. 
Anoon  opon  that  Gefirey  thefe  wordis  had  yme- 

vid 
The  blynd  man  fbnd  borowis  for  all  his  maleta- 

lent. 
And  were  yentrid  in  the  court  to  bydc  the  juge- 

ment ; 
'  For  thoughe  that  he  blynde  were  yit  had  he  good 

plente. 
And  more  wold  have  wonne  through  his  ioi- 

quite. 
Now  herith,  Sirs,  quod  Geffrey  :  thre  pleyntifs 

been  affurid; 
And  asanenft  the  ferth  this  woman  hath  arerid, 
That  pleynith  here  on  Ber}'n,  and  feyth  ihe  is  his 

.  wyfc, 
And  that  ihe  hath  many  a  dey  led  a  peynous  lyfe. 
And  much  forow  endurid  his  child  to  fuftenc, 
And  al  is  foth  and  trew.     Now  rightfuUich  to 

deme 
Whether  of  them  both  (hall  othir  obey, 
And  folowe  will  and  luitis.  Sir  Steward,  ye  mut 

fey. 
And  therwith  Gefffey  lokid  aiide  on  this  woman 
How  (he  chauogit  colours,  pale  and  eke  wan. 
All  for  nought,  quod  Geffrey,  for  ye  mut  with 

us  go. 
And  endure  with  your  hufbond  both  wde  and 

woo; 


And  wUd  hare  take  her  'lyy  the  btnfl,  bbt  %ig 

awey  did  breyde^    ■  - . 

And  with  gr^te  lighing  thefe  wordis  (he  fcyd; 
That  ageyns  Beryo  fhe  wold  ptede  ho  more. 
But  gagid  with  too*  borowis^  as  othir  had  do  to« 

fore. 
,Thc  Aeward  fat  as  ilill  as  who  had  (bor  haa  hede^ 
And  (pecially  the  pAeyntifs  were  in  much  dredfc  : 
Geffrey  fee  his  wordit  in  loch  itaaner  wife 
That  weie  th«y  wift  they  myght  lut  £cape  in  na 

wife 
Without  lofs  of  go^nlis  for  dtontage  and  for  coft. 
For  fuch  wer  their  lawis  wher  pleyntb  wer  yloft^ 
Geffrc^  Jiad  full  perfeyteof  tlteic  encombirment. 
And  eke  he  was  in  certen  tliat  the  jugcment 
Shuld  pas  with  his  maftir ;  whcrfor  he  anoon, 
Sovom  i&nv  be  feyd,  yit  nuilk  we  ferthir  goon. 
And  an^ere  to  this  Machyn,  that  feith  the  knife 

is  his 
That  found  was  on  Beryn }  ther'of  he  fcith  nat 

aniys:  ^ 

•  Andior  motie  prefe  he  fcith  in  this  manerc 
,  That. here  Hondith,  pre^t  the  fame  cotelere 
That  the  knyfc  made,  and  the  precious  ftonys  thre 
.  Within  the  haft  been  couchid,  that  in  Cryftyanite^ 
Th«M^e  men  wold  of  purpofe  make  ferch.  and 

fecbe. 
Men  fhu*ld  nat  fynd  in  al  thing  a  knyfe  that  were 

ithchej 
And  more  opyn  prefe  than  ouun*ys  own  know- 
leche 
Men  of  law  ne  clerkis  con  nat  tell  ne  teche. 
Now  fith  we  be  in  this  manere  thus  feiiorth  apv 
Then  were  fpedfuU  for  to  know  how  Beryn  cana 

firato 
Have  poifeifioune  of  the  knyfe  that  Machyn.  feitb 

.  is  his : 
To )  ew  unkliowne  I  (hall  enfourm  the  trowith  a» 

it  is. 
Now  fevcn  ycre  and  pafCd,  opon  a  Tuyfday 
in  the  PafHoun-week,  when  men  leven  pley. 
And  ufc  mote  dcvocioune,  faflyng,  ax^l  preyer. 
Then  in  othir  tyme  or  fcfon  of  the  yerc. 
This  Beryii's  faUir  crlich  wold  arifc. 
And  barcfote  go  to  chirch  to  Godd*i$  fcrvifc, 
/\iid  lay  hymfcif  aloon  from  his  own  wyfc. 
In  reverence  of  the  tyme,  and  mending  of  hi» 

lyfe: 
So  on  the  fame  Tuyfda .  that  I  toforc  neaxpt 
This  Beryn  rofe  and  ray  a  h^m,  and  to  the  chirch 

went. 
And  meivelid  in  his  hert  hisfadir  was  nat  there. 
And  horn  ward  went  ageyn  with  drede  and  eke 

fere. 
Into  his  fadir*tchambirfodenlich  he  rakid. 
And  fond  hym  ligg  (Ian  dede  oppon  the  ftraw  al 

nukid. 
And  the  dothis  halid  from  the  bed  awcy. 
Out,  alas !  quod  Beryn,  that  evir  I  faw  this  dey  I 
They  meyuc  herd  the  noife,  how  Beryn  cried  alaS, 
And  cam  into  the  chanibir  al  that  therein  was ; 
But  the  dole,  and  the  Ibrowe,  and  anguylh,  that 

was  there 
It  va^  lith  nat  at  this  tj  mc  to  declare  it  here ; 
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Eac  Befyn  had  moft  •£  all,  have  yte  no  donee : 
And  anoon  tbqr  ferchid  the  body  al  abonte. 
And  fond  this  fame  knylc,  the  poynt  right  at  hit 

hcrt . 
Of  Bervn*s  fadir,  whofe  teret  gan  ontAcrt 
When  he  drowth  out  the  knyfe  of  his  fadir\ 

wound; 
Then  ftasdede  I  (aw  hym  fall  down  to  the  ground 
In  fight  of  the  moft  part  that  bcth  with  hym 

nowhere. 
And  the^  affermyd  it  for  foth,  a»  Oefirey  did  them 

lere  : 
And  yit  had  I  nevir  fiifpecioun  from  that  day  tyll 

noweth 
Who  dcd  that  curfed  dede,  tyll  Machyn  with  hi* 

moweth 
Afore     ew  hath  knowkchid  that  the  knyfe  at 

hi»; 
So  mut  he  ncdii  anfwer  for  hi»  dcth  ywia. 
When  Macyhn  had  yherd  all  Ge&ey'ii  tale 
He  role  of  bench  fodenly  with  colour  wan  and 

pale. 
And  feyd  onto  Beryn,  Sir,  ageyn  the 
I  woU  plcte  no  more,  for  it  wcr  gret  pete 
To  combir  <  ew  with  adions  that  beth  of  nobiU 

kynde. 
Grannt  mercy !  Sir,  quod  Geffrey  5  but  yit  ye 

Ihull  fynde 
Borowis  or  \  e  pat,  amendit  for  to  make 
For  oar  undewe  vexaciounc,  and  gage  alio  tit 

take 
In  fign  of  fubmyfCoune  for  your  injury. 
At  law  woll  and  refon,  for  we  woU  uttirly 
Proccde  tyll  we  have  jugcmcnt  finall; 
And  thcr'for,  Sir  Steward,  what  that  evir  fall 
Delav  u«  no  longer  but  gyve  ut  jugement, 
•  For  triiUth  ye  noon  othir  but  we  be  fuUich  bent 
To  Ifopc  for  to  wend,  and  in  his  high  prefence 
Reherce  al  our  pleet,  and  have  hit  fentence ; 
Then  ihnD  )  e  make  fynyt,  and  highlich  be  agre- 

vid. 
And  at  fone  as  the  fteward  herd  thet  wordit  me- 

▼id, 
Reibn,  ryght,  and  law,  feyd  the  fteward  tho, 
Ye  mat  ncdis  have  whcr  I  woll  or  no ; 
And  to  prcve  my  full  wyll,  or  we  ferther  goon, 
Qnicklich  he  commaundit,  and  fparid  nevir  oon, 
34  burgeyfis  in  law  beft  ylerid, 
Rehcrfyog  them  the  plees,  and  how  Geffrey  an- 

/werid. 
And  on  lyf  and  lym,  and  forfetur  of  good. 
And  at  they  wold  nat  lefe  the  ball  within  their 

hood, 
To  draw  a-part  togidir,  and  by  their  all  affent 
Spare  no  man  on  lyve  to  gyve  trew  jug^ent. 
And  when  thet  24  burgeyilt  had  yherd 
The  charge  of  the  ileward,  right  fore  they  wer 

aftrd 
To  lefe  ther  own  ly vit  but  they  demed  trowith ; 
And  ckc  of  their  neybourt  they  had  grcte  rowith. 
For  they  pecfiry vid  dcfclich  in  the  pkc  through- 
out 
Their  frcndit  had  the  won  fide,  thereof  they  had 

nodout. 


And  yf  we  derae  trewly^  they  wo)}  be  fore  acoySd* 
Yit  it  it  betir  then  we  be  (hamyd  and  diftroyid^ 
And  anoon  they  were  accordit,   and  feyd  with 

Beryn, 
And  demed  every  pkyntif  to  make  a  gretc  fyne 
With  Beryn,  and  hym  fubmyt  hoo:tch  to  his  grace 
Body,  good,  and  catell,  for  wrong  and  their  tre^ 
pafc; 
{  80  ferfqrth,  tyll  at  laft  it  wat  ft>  bout  ybore 
I  That  Beryn  had  the  doubill  good  that  he  had  to* 


fore, 

And  wyth  joy  and  myrth,  vryth  all  hit  company. 
He  droughe  hym  to  hit  ihippit  ward  wyth  fong 

and  melody. 
I'he  fteward  and  the  burgeyfe  from  the  court  benf 
Into  their  own  pladt,  and  evir  at  they  went 
1  hey  ulkid  of  the  Romeynt,  how  fotiil  the .  wet* 
To  aray  hym  like  a  foie  tiiat  for  them  fliuld  an-. 

fwcr. 
What  vyHth  it,  quod  Hanybald,  to  aogir  or  td' 

curs  ? 
And  yit  I  am  in  certen  I  fliaU  fare  the  wert 
All  the  day  it  of  my  1)  fc  for  this  da\  'it  pleding. 
And  fo  ftial  al  the  seninaunt ;  and  Uieir  hondjt 

wryng,  . 

Both  Syrophaxifit,  and  the  blynd,  the  woman,  ana 

,      Machyn, 
And  be  bet  avifid  er  the^.  eftfon  t  ple^-ne. 
And  al  othir  peribnyt  wyth)n  thit  cete 
Mell  the  let  wyth  Romev  ns  whils  thcv  here  be  ; 
For  fuch  atiothir  fole  wat  nevir  yit  ybom. 
For  he  did  naught  ellit  but  evir  with  ut  fcorn 
Tyll  he  had  ut  caught  even  by  the  ibyn 
With  hit  fotiil  wittit  in  our  own  grene. 
Now  woll  I  retoum  to  Beryn  ageyn. 
That  of  his  grcte  lukir  in  hcrt  was  right  feync. 
And  fo  wat  all  hit  meyne,  at  them  ought  wcle,  ' 
That  they  wer  fo  delyvcrid  from  turmcnt  like  %% 

hell. 
And  graciuily  rclevid  out  of  ther  grete  myfchef. 
And  yfet  above  in  comfort  and  bouchef.  ^ 

Now  in  foth,  quod  Beryn,  it  nuy  nat  be  denied  . 
N*ad  Geffrey  and  hit  witt  be  we  had  be  diftro^  id  : 
khanked-be  Almyghty  God  omnipotent 
1  hat  for  our  confolacioune  Geffrey  to  ut  fent ! 
And  in  proteft  opynly^  here  among  yew  alle. 
Half  mi    good,  whilt  that  I  lyve,  whatevir  me 

befall, 
I  graunt  it  here  to  Geflrey,  to  gyve  or  to  fell. 
And  nevir  to  part  from  mt,  yf  it  wer  hit  wyl. 
And  fare  as  well  as  I  a  morrow  and  eke  on  eve. 
And  nevir  for  a  man  on  lyve  his  tompany  for  to' 

leve. 
Graunt  mercy  !  Sir,  quod  Gefirey,  yewr  profir  it 

feir  and  grete, 
But  I  deiire  no  more  but  as  ye  mc  behete. 
To  bryng  me  at  Room,  for  this  is  covenaunte. 
It  ihall  be  do,  quod  Beryn,  tod  all  the  rem* 

naunt. 
Deperdeux !  quod  Geffi*ey,  ther'of  we  ihnll  wele 

do. 
He  ray  id  hym  othirwife ;  and  without  wordis  m« 
I'hey  went  to  the  dyner  the  hole  oompimy, 
With  pipit  and  Wyth  tiompisi  aad  othic  melody ;. 
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4lid   B  the  ttf^db  ol  tbsir  mete  gcntil  itoouft 

fjme, 
MaHfTiMt  Irdh  >t|rid  t  niyght  be  oc  lyw. 
Com  from  the  Duke  Ifope,  lord  of  $bat  rigtoone, 
ETcrich  wjth  a  prdoBt,  wmi  tint  of  grtte  i«« 

nownt 
Tht  firft  bare  a  cap  of  f^ld,  and  «f  a(bre  fyna, 
80  coroufe  and  fo  nobill  that  I  can  nat  devync; 
The  fecoDd  br»«f hi  a  fward   yflxtkid,   wytb 

fcjmtor 
Ifiretid  all  with  perelis  orient  and  pQM; 
TIm  third  had  a  maitcU  of  hiftj  Ipeih  cokrar. 
The  ottir  part  «f  pofull,  yfiirrid  wkh  pdoarj 
The  ferth  a  cloth  of  gold,  a  worthy  and  a  riche. 
That  ncvir  nan  ftofsm  faw  eloith  it  lidw; 
The  filt  bare  a  pahac  that  ftoda  tofot^  the  deyfe 
la  tokyo  and  fign  of  trowith  and  pelt, 
lor  that  was  tha  caftom  thfovgh  aU  tht  coo* 

tray; 
TIm  ma£[age  waa  ikc  kvir  aa^  laofe  flobm  m 

pay. 
The  <iq»  wat  nscaverid,  the  iwwi  wa«  ool 

TIm  aamcU  wuanlbldy  ikt  elotk  aleof  ylayidt 
T^iey  knelid  adown  echone  right  t«f»re  Beryn ; 
ne  firft  did  the  flvfiifc,  that  taagfat  was  W 

and  f^e  : 
Hope,  ike  ieyd,  Siv  Bstyii,  that  k  eer  lonl  nail. 
And  gretieh  yew,  aad  leoditk  yew  tbeleppefcotla 

•■» 
And  joy  hadk  of  yewr  wittoM  aad  ef  yewr  ge« 


And  preyd  you  to  00m  and  ka^  wkk  kyai  ple>- 


To  morowe,  andfc  Ma pfthiylii,  and  to  ^lort  yoo 

there. 
Tee  aadaU  year  cenpany.  Berye  Made  nooD  an- 

fweie. 
But  Ikt  ftyll,  and  beheld  the  women  a«d  the  fon- 

*•; 
And  aftirwacd  a^Aly  the  fenrd  firft  he  koadb 
Aftd  ceouMaaoditibtcewitk  idlcke  wyaunce  wttS 

and  fit. 
And  pryeidkh  ckargii  ofift n  that  wMi  al  their 

wit 
To  ftrre  tktm  ef  the  bcfi,  aod  make  dM«i  kertly 


KeiTeTying  al  the  prefentii  in  woHhipAi}  ananere. 
I  caiiaat  wtte  cmcii  t2»  joy  that  they  had, 
But  Ifuapoft  tMor<  tkait  dey  that  they  were  aoi 

Tkaa  they  ^m  lb  ti:tpid  fertane  and  nvyfehefe. 
And  thankid  Ood  above  that  al  thing  deitb  relefe ; 
Bee  J^  mg/ljf  «Mfi>  «6«r  mmit^»  cUrfimm^ 
So  aftir  baU  eomytb  kie^  whole  byde  conae. 
The  joy  ua£m}fk&f  tfiei  they  had  whife  ihey  wer 

•emeei^ 
le  eeyktk  nu  ai^lkie  tyna  liier'of  leng  to  trete : 
But  Geffrey  fat  with  Beryn,  as  be  had  ktrid  wele} 
Their  iHdbfkey  Ityd  togi<»P»  tnd  kegoa  to  tcQ 
in  what  manerthewymen  (huld  be  anfwcred« 
Ocfflck  eeir  aeifld  Bwyn  thcKef  he  foryd. 
And  of  ockir  dbiagei  hew  ha  kym  ihuld  govern; 
lcryBftirflRi#wtkrtkci0B|  tadCift  ht  gaivto  lern. 


Whenalwer  apthswyaanKft  cm  te  tate  tftctr 

Beryn,  as  filt  kym  wflk  of  bleda,  tkeai  toward  gfe« 

rclcvc. 
And  prey'd  theai  hcff%  kym  ca  raeommend 
Unto  the  wocthy  lecdfliip  ef  Kope,  diet  ytm  fcttd 
To  me  that  am  unworthy  ,iate  ol  his  gretenobleyw 
And  thamk  kym  of  kia  gyftis  ea  ye  can  befb,  tt4 

fiqr. 
To  morow  I  woU  be  redy^  his  heft  to  Inlffll, 
Wii^  this  I  have  fmreooedtel  nmy  com  hym  tyfl^ 
For  me  and  al  my  felelhip  faff  to  com  and  go, 
TmfktngiBfaasdtfaeeieeQe  tketthoughe  fasfii 
He  wol  nat  be  difplefid;  for  in  m .-  contrav 
It  hath  ceir  ke  tke  cnftem,  and  is  into  diis  dar. 
That  yf  a  lord  riall  deiirith  for  to  fee 
Bny  maner  petiole  tkac  if  efks  degre, 
£r  he  approche  his  freience  he  wol  hare  t&  b» 


A  fiur  eemEt  eafelid,  er  eW  ikm  oUur  hoodie. 
That  ke  may  com  and  pas  without  (fifturbeofiee^ 
Throughout  all  our  marchis  it  is  the  obfervaooc^ 
Thes  wymoMd  wke  their  kre  without  troidia  mo, 
Repeyring  onto  Ifi^e,  and  al  as  it  tn»  do 
Tkeyrckciild  redely,  and  fcyUd  nerhr  a  word. 
To  Ifope  with  his  baronage  ther  he  fi«  at  his  bordoi 
Talkyp|tfaftof  BeauyBs,  aad  of  tkeir  high  piu. 

dence. 
That  in  Ik  many  drangten  made  lb  iHie  defence. 
But  aa  Tone  m  Ifiipe  had  pleynlicfa  yherd 
Of  Beryn's  goremaunce.  that  firft  Tefid  tke  f^aer4 
Afore  al  othh-  prefeotis,  he  demedin  hys  miadc 
That  9cryn  was  yeom  ef  fixB  nobtU  kynde. 
The  nyght  was  yodl;  the  morowc  cam;  libpe ltt4 

acilergete; 
He  chaff^  banws  twelf  wiA  Beryn  forte  mece 
T»  cend  kym  fiJTand  his  meyne;  and  al  pesfoiiv^ 

myderas. 
Thre  diyb  ther  they  ipertid  fajm  hi  myrth  and 

That  throughe  the  wife  inftruAionne  of  Ocfitf 

nygut  aod  dey 
Beryn  plefid  Ifope  with  wordts  al  to  pay. 
And  had  kym  fo  hi  port  and  in  gotemannoe 
Of  all  honelft  myrdiiv  and  witty  daliannce. 
That  Ifope  caft  his  chere  to  Boyn  fo  grouadlf , 
That  at  laft  ther  was  ne  man  with  libpe  fo  pryry, 
Reforting  to  his  fliippif,  comvng  to  and  fro» 
Thot0a|^  the  wit  of  Oesrey,  th^t  echc  ^  it 

nl  fo 
That  Ifone  coedeoo  wher  dieit  when  Beryn  wM 

abient; 
So  Beryn  muft  nedi«  eche  day  be  aftir  fcnt  > 
And  chefo  he  Was  ef  ceunfeU  within  tke  firft 

yere, 
Thoroughe  the  wit  of  OeiVey,  thfi  eche  day  6ii 

fiym  Icrc. 
This  Ifope  had  a  doughtir  betwene  hm  imd  biO 

wyfe 
That  was  as  feir  a  ereatare  as  tnfght  here  Ifit^ 
Wyfb,  and  efce  bouncevoufe,  and  beny^^g  watE 

all. 
That  heir  (htdd  be  afVir  hi«  ^  ef  bif  kvdjfhwpig 

allej  a        *^ 
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Sd,  (kcklf  to  condnde,  the  mariage  was  made      j  Thus  Geffrey  made  Beryn  hit  cnemyet  to  ovir- 
Betweoc  hir  and  Bcryo,  many  a  man  to  glade,      '  com, 

Saff  the  burgcyiis  of  the  town,  of  fallhedc  that    And  bronght  hym   to  worlhip  thoronghe   hit 
were  rote  :    •  wyfdom. 


But  they  wet  evir  hold  fo  low  ondxr  fote 

That  they  might  nat  regne,  but  at  laft  lawe 

To  leve  their  condiciotme  and  their  fils  lawe. 

Beryn  and  Geffrey  made  them  fo  tame 

That  they  aniendit  cche  dey^  and  gtt  a  Betir 


Now   God   OS  graunt   grace  to   fyndc  foch  a 

frende 
When   we   have   ncde  I   ani  thus  I  make  an 

cnde. 


a 


y«l;i. 


MISCELLANIES. 


th£  romaunt  of  the  rose*. 


Mant  menne  faine  that  in  fwereniogei 
Ther  n*it  but  fables  and  lefinget. 
But  yet  menne  maic  fome  fwedin  fcnc 
Whiche  hardily  that  falfe  ne  bene» 
But  aftirwardc  ben  apparent, 
This  maic  I  drawin  to  warraont. 

An  author  that  hight  Macrobes, 
That  halte  not  dremis  fialfe  ne  lefc. 
But  undoth  u»  the  avillonn 
That  whilom  mette  King  Cipiouo. 

And  who  faith  and  weneth  it  be 
A  jape  or  els  a  nicete 
To  wcnc  that  dremis  aftir  fal, 
Let  who  fo  liftc  a  folc  me  cal ; 
For  this  trowe  I,  and  fa^'  for  me, 
*rhat  dremis  Cgnifiaunce  be 
Of  gudc  and  harme  to  man*  wightes 
That  diemin  in  thcr  flepc  a  nightes 
Tull  many  tliingis  covirtly 
That  fallin  aftir  upinly. 

♦  Tills  bork  wat  begun  In  French  vcrft  b?  Wniitm 
«Jc  Lorrii,  «nd  finllhcd  uirtT  veart  alter  by  John  ClopineU, 
:ilias  John  Moone,  born  at  Mewcn  opon  the  rirer  of  Loy- 
er,  not  far  fro»r  Pan*.  a«  appcarcth  by  Moltact  the  French 
author,  upon  the  morality  of  The  Rumaunt,  and  after- 
"wnrd  tranllated,  for  the  rootl  part  Into  EriRlilh  metre  by 
c7coffrry  Chaucer,  bu'  not  finllhed.  It  it  lntltu)cd  The 
Romaunt  «i  the  Rofc.  ox  The  Art  of  Lovej  wherein  are 
thtwed  the  helps  and  fu'thcrancef.  a*  alfo  the  let*  and  im- 
pediments that  lovers  have  In  thcfr  fults.  In  this  book 
the  author  bath  many  Rlance*  at  the  hypocrify  of  the 
•.IcfRv,  whcrchv  he  pot  htmfcKAich  hatred  amonRft  them 
tliat  Gcrfon  Chancellor  of  Fails  writeth  thu>  of  him; 
fay*th  he.  I  here  was  one  called  Johannes  Meldinenus  who 
•wrote  a  btmk  called  The  Roivaurt  of  the  Rofc,  which 
book  if  I  only  had,  and  that  there  were  no  more  In  the 
world.  If  I  miRht  have  ?o»  pound  for  the  fame,  I  wold  ra- 
ther burn  It  than  take  the  money.  He  faith  more,  that  if 
he  tboucht  the  author  thereof  did  not  repent  him  fw  that 
book  before  he  dyed,  he  would  Touchfafc  to  pray  for  him 
no  more  than  be  wouid  t»  JiuUstbat  beuayed  CbrifU 


Within  my  twenty  yere  of  age. 
Whan  that  Lotc  takith  hit  corage 
Of  yonge  foike,  I  wentd  fone 
To  bed,  as  I  was  wont  to  done» 
And  £sfie  I  flepte,  and  in  fleping 
Me  mctt^  fuchc  a  fwevining 
That  Ukid  me  wondirous  wele. 
But  in  that  fwerin'  is  ner  a  dele 
That  it  n'is  aitirwarde  be£al. 
Right  as  this  dreme  wol  tcU  us  air 

Now  this  dreme  wol  I  rime  a  right 
To  make  your  hertis  gay  and  light ; 
For  Love  it  prayith,  and  aHb 
Conmianndith  me,  that  it  be  lb. 

And  if  there  any  aikin  me 
Whether  that  it  be  he  or  ihe. 
And  how  this  boke  whichc  is  here 
Shal  hate,  which  that  I  rede  you  here, 
It  is  The  Romaunt  of  the  Roie, 
In  which  all  The' Arte  of  Love  I  dofif. 

The  matir  faire  is  of  to  make, 
God  graunt  in  grc  that  (he  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnin  is ! 
!  And  that  is  ihe  that  hath  iwis 
*  So  mokil  prife,  and  thcrto  (be 

So  worthy  is  beloved  to  be 
I  That  (he  wel  oueht  of  prife  and  right 
Be  clepid  Rofe  of  every  wight. 
That  it  was  Mey  me  thougbtin  tho, 
I  It  is  five  yere  or  more  ago, 
I  That  it  was  Mey  thus  drcmid  me, 
In  time  of  love  and  jolitc, 
That  al  thing  ginnith  waxio  gay. 
For  there  is  neithir  buflce  nor  hay 
In  Mey  that  it  n*ill  (hroudid  bcn^. 
And  ii  wiUi  ncw^  levis  wrcne » 
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Theic  wordis  ^e  peeoftrcu  grdke 

That  drie  in  winter  Ben  to  fcne. 

And  theerth  wexith  proud  whhdl 

For  fote  dewutlut  on  itfiU> 

And  the  porir  eftate  forgettc 

In  whiche  that  winter  bad  it  fetttf, 

And  than  becometh  th^  g^oonde  fo  proide 

That  it  wol  have  a  oewe  flitonde,  « 

And  make  fo  qnelnt  hh  T<k>e  and  hjrtt 

That  it  had  hewes  an  hundrid  piyrf 

Of  grafle  aildiourii  Inde  and  FeM, 

And  many  hewis  finll  diren, 

That  it  the  robe  t  mene  iwis 

Through  whiche  tbe  grotmd  to  ftraHhi  iiL 

The  birdis  fine  hatt  left  thdr  fotig6 
While  thei  han  fi^M  edlde  ftl  ftf on^ 
In  wethers  grille  and  dcrke  to  fighfi 
Ben  in  Mey  iot  (he  tdiMi  ht'i^t 
So  gUd,  that  they  iieW6  in  ^i^fing 
That  in  ther  h&M  i>  fbdke  Mdng 
That  thd  mote  fingin  afld  beft  1^^ ; 
Than  dothc  the  niglKtiAgale  het  might 
To  makin  noife  aAd  fingM  blilhe, 
Than  it  blidiful  many  aikhe; 
The  chelandre*  andlho  p«piAgay, 
Than  yong^  folke  enbewKn  ayd 
For  to  bM  ph  tAd  MAbrMs, 
The  time  b  ttei  tb  ikvo^oal 

Harde  is  his  hAfttf  tAat  lovlth  nonglif 
lo  Mey,  whan  i#  tiAi  tti&i9i  Is  wroa^, 
Whan  ht  may  on  thefe  braunchishere 
The  finale  birdis  ^ngh^  cktt 
Thcr  bliafiill  fwet^  fong  pitons : 
And  in  this  fefon  deUtoas,   . 
Whan  love  affirmith  afl^  Ain^, 
Me  thought  one  nighf,  iti  t^f  fleptitgj 
Right  in  my  bed  fol  redily 
That  it  was  by  thd*  ihbfowe  cfly, 
And  np  1  rofc  antf  gan  me  ckxhe^ 
AnoQ  I  wiihe  mine  llMdi«l$btke^» 
A  filvir  nedil  forth  I  drowe 
Out  of  aguiler  qoeii^  ioo#e. 
And  gan  this  nidi3  thredb  oi^one, 
For  out  of  toune  me  lift  fo  gone 
The  foooeof  briddi»for  to  heit 
That  OD  the  buikis  fih^  cMr, 
In  the  fwete  t^tbt  Htht  Ufa  is, 
With  a  thred  brfSSk^  itl^  fletis, 
Alone  I  went  in  my  playing, 
Tile  (male  foulis  fongc!  herktfdii^, 
That  painid*hefKf\fl  mttrf  apaird 
To  fing  on  bowis  bloffdmed^falre  ; 
Jolife  and  gaie,  ft^of  ghidndfe, 
Towarde  a  river  gan  Ate  df^fk. 
Which  that  J  herde  &ime  fliftfe  by, 
For  hiTir  playin  non  fattgH- 1 
Than  playin  me  by  that  rhcre, 
For  from  an  hill  that  ftode  ther^  ncYt 
Come  doune  the  ftrcme  M  fti^'aft^  bo^, 
Clere  was  the  warii',  and  ascoM 
Af  any  wcllc  is,  fotirt  to  fsin^, 
And  ibmdele  hlfe  it'  Was  than  Saiilc, 
Bat  it  was  ftraitir,  wete  away, 
Asd  ncvir  iaoghi  cr  tfast  dmc 


The  watir  that  fo  W6le  liked  me. 
And  wondir  glad  was  I  to  fe 
That  lufty  place  and  that  riyere  t 
With  that  watir  that  ran  fb  clere 
My  face  I  wiihe,  thoi^ire  1  wele 
The  botome  ipavid  everid^ 
With  gravell,  ful  of  Aonis  (bene. 
The  medowii  lbfte,fote,  and  grene. 
Beet  right  upon  the  ttafir  fide  ; 
Ful  clere  was  than  xht  moro#e  tide, 
And  ful  attempre  out  of  drede ; 
Tho  gan  I  walkin  tftrowe  the  mede, 
bownwarde  &tif  in  lAy  splaying 
Nigh  to  the  river's  Mt  coaAing. 

And  whaa  I  had  a  white  igone 
I  fawe  a  gardiA  right  aftone 
Full  long  and  brode,  and  everi<^6 
Bnclofid  was  and  xrMd  welt 
With  hie  walis  enbatailid. 
Portrayed  without^  and  #eH  tfntayKd 
With  many  full  ridi«  portf eitu^es. 
And  both  the*  imagfa  and  ^e^Ures 
Oan  I  beholdin  befily ; 
And  I  wol  tcl  you  redil^ 
Of  thilke  imagis  the  femblaurtce. 
As  ferre  as  I  have  feAieibbraunce. 

Amiddis  fawe  I  Hate  Vliot^, 
That  for  her  wrathe,  and  ire,  tAd  oftd^i 
Semid  to  be  a  minoreffe. 
An  angry  wiglVt,  a  chidir^e. 
And  ful  of  gilc  and  fell  cotag^ 
By  femblaunt  was  ^tilke  in^flge, 
And  (he  was  notKlAjj^  Weld  arraide,' 
But  like  a  wode=  inornate  ACrnide ; 
Yfrouncid  foulc  was  hei*  vifege,- 
;  And  grinning  for  difj^tons  rage; 
Her  nofe  yfnort«f  up  for  i^e, 
Ful  hidous  wa^ffife  for  to  fetttf ; 
Ful  foule  and  nifty  was  (he  fliii  5 
Her  hed  iwrithin  wiis  iwi* 
Ful  grimly  v^^  a  gr(Jte  toWaild. 

An  image  of  ahoth/e^  en^aOe 
A  lifte  halfe  washer  fafl^  yVy; 
Her  name  above  hdr  hed  fawe  f. 
And  (he  was  caiHd  Felody. 

.  Anothre*  image,  that  Vnhtey 
Yclepid  was,  fawe  FaW  fondtft- 
Upon  the  wall  on  her  rifht  hoftde*: 
This  Villany  was  likfe-(b£dtfle 
That  othrc*  image,  and  truftitli  welc' 
She  femid  a  wickid  crrtute ; 
By  countenaunce  in  portrciturd 
She  fcmid  be  ful  dllpitoai. 
And  eke  ful  proudrf  arid  ouf  ra^w. 

Wcl  coudc  he  pifirtt,  F  undert'tkd. 
That  fuch  an  hha^c  cbude  imake ; 
Ful  foule  and  dtorlicli  fcmrd  (hej 
And  eke  villeinous  for  t6  bey 
And  litil  couW  of  norituttf 
To  worfhippe  any  crcftt^irt. 

And  ncxte  was  paiiit^d  Covtttfit, 
That  cpgith  folke  ir?  maiiy*  a'gtfi 
To  take  and  ycVe  i^g^rt  nitight  again, 
And  grctc  trciiHirirup't^iyttSrtt. 
Si] 
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Atid  that  is  (be  tlitt  for  uforc 
jf^enith  to  many  a  creture 
The  laflc  for  the  more  winnings 
9^  covitoof  is  her  htetiAimg  I 
«And  that  is  (he  for  peiioi»^te 
That  techith  for  to  robbe  and  ftcic 
Thefe  thevis  and  thcfc  fnude  harlotes/ 
And  thatls  roathe,  for  by  ther  throCcf 
Ful  many  one  hongith  at  laft ; 
She  makith  folke  compalTe  an4  cad 
To  takin  othir  foikis  thijig 
Through  robbery*  or  mifcovethig  ^ 
And  tl^t  is  (he  that  makith  trechotuv 
And  (he  that  makith  falfe  pkdours. 
That  with  ther  tenuis  and  thcr  domes 
Bo  maidins,  childrin,  and  eke  gromcs, 
Ther  heritage,  alas  t  forg*  ; 
Ful  crokid  were  her  hendis  tw^ 
For  Corf  etifc  is  evir  wode 
To  gripin  oth^r  foikis  gode  ; 

For  Covetife  for  her  winning 
Ful  lefe  hath  othir  meftnis  thing. 

Another  image  fet  faugh  I 
Vext  unto  Covetife  fzSk  by^ 
And  (he  was  clepid  Avarice : 
Ful  foule  in  paincing  was  that  ticc, 
Ful  fad  and  caitife  was  flie  eke. 
And  alfo  grtoe  as  any  Icke ; 
80  evil  hewed  was  her  colottire 
Her  femcd  to'  have  livid  in  langonfc  ^ 
She  was  like  thing  for  hungir  ded» 
That  lad  her  life  onely  by  bred 
Knedin  with  elftl  ftroog  and  egre. 
And  cherto  (he  was  lene  and  mcgre  ^ 
And  (he*  was  clad  ful  povirly 
Al  in  an  oM^  tome  courtpye 
As  (he  were  all  with  doggis  tome. 
And  bothe  behinde  and  eke  bcfotne 
Tdoutid  was  (he  beggirly. 

A  mantir  honge  her  fafti  by 
Upon  a  benehe  both  wake  and  fmale  i, 
A  burnettc  cote  honge  there  withal, 
"Vfiirrid  with  no  meniverc. 
But  with  a  furrd  rough  of  here 
Of  lambe  (kynnys  bevy  and  blake  j 
It  was  fuUolde  I  undirtake, 
For  Avarice  to  clothe  her  weic 
He  halGth  her  Dcvir  adele^ 
For  ccfuinly  it  were  her  lothc 
To  werin  of  that  ilk^  clothe. 
And  if  it  were  forwerid  (ha 
'WouM  havin  fuUgtet  niceu 
Of  clothing  er  (he  bought  her  newe^' 
Al  were  it  bad  of  wol  and  hcwe* 

This  Avarice  helde  in  her  hande 
A  purfe  which  that  honge  by  a  bandr. 
And  that  ftc  hi<^  and  bonde  fb  ftronge 
Men  muft  abidin  wondit  longe 
Ouf  of  the  purfe  er  there  come  ought,> 
For  that  ne  comith  in  her  thought  ^ 
It  was  not  certaine  her  ement 
That  fro  that  purfe  a  peny  went. 

And  by  that  image  nigh  inough 
Jfu  paiKcd  Envy)  thatocrc  lough| 
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Nor  ncvir  wel  in  her  hert  lerdif 

But  if  (he  cither  fawe  01  herde 

Some  grete  mif^hauce  or  niete  difeie;^ 

Nothinj^  ne  may  fo  much  &r  plefe 

As  mifchefe  and  mifaventure  ; 

Or  whan  (he  fecth  difcomfiture 

Upon  any  worthy  man  £iU, 

Than  likith  her  right  wcQ  wichaU  s 

She  is  ful  glad  in  her  Coragc 

Yf  (he  fe  any  grete  linage 

Be  brou^t  to  nawght  'at  (hamfol  wHe^    > 

And  if  a  man  in  honour  rife 

Or  by  his  wit  or  his  prowe(re. 

Of  that  (he  hath  gret  hevineflie. 

For  truilith  wek  (he  goeth  nie  wodt 

Whan  any  chaunce  ybapith  gode. 

Envy  is  of  (uche  crueke 

That  faith  ne  trouth  ne  holdith  (be 

To  frende  ne  felawe  baddc  or  gode; 

He  (he  hath  kinnc  n«ne  of  her  bk>de 

That  (he  n*is  fal  ther  cneaiy ; 

She  n'olde,  I  dare  (aine  hardily^ 

That  her  own  fathir  farid  wele  : 

And  fore  abieth  (he  every  dele 

Her  mafice  and  her  male  talent. 

For  (he  is  in  fo  greu  turmcnt 

And  hate  fuche  whan  that  folke  doth  godr 

That  nigh  (he  meltith  foi  pure  wode  r 

Her  hert  fo  kervith  and  fo  breketh 

That  God  the  peple  wd  a  wrcketh. 

Envy  I  wis  (hall  nevir  let 
Some  blame  upon  the  folke  to  fet  ; 
I  trowe  that  if  Envy  i-wis« 
Yknew  the  beft^  man  that  is 
On  this  fide  or  beyond  the  fe. 
Yet  fomwhat  lackin  him  wold  (he  ; 
And  if  he  wdre  fo  hende  and  wife 
That  (bene  mieht  abate  his  prife. 
Yet  would  (he  blame  his  worthincflc^ 
Or  by  her  wordismake  it  kfliB. 
1  fawe  Envy  in  that  painting 
Vhad  a  wondirful  loking. 
For  (he  ne  lokid  but  awric 
Or  ovirthwarte,  all  baggingfy  5 
And  (he  had  a  full  ibule  ufagc. 
She  mightin  loke  in  no  vi£igt 
Of  man  ne  woman  forth  right  plainer 
But  (hette  her  one  eye  for  difdaine ;. 
So  for  envie  ybrennid  (he 
Whan  (he  might  any  man  yfe 
That  (aire  or  worthy  were  or  wiie« 
Or  elhs  ftodt  in  foikis  prile. 

Sorowe  was  paintid  next  Envie 
Upon  that  wal  of  mafonrie ; 
But  wel  was  fene  in  her  colour 
That  (be  had  livid  in  langour; 
Her  femid  to  have  the  jaundice  ^ 
Not  halfe  fo  pale  was  Avarice, 
Ne  nothing  alike  <j(  lenelTe, 
Forforowc,  thought,  and  grete  diftre^. 
That  (he  had  fuffrid  day  and  night. 
Made  her  yelowe,  and  nothing  bright  r 
Ful  (kdc,  pale,  and  megre,  alfo. 
Was  Dcvir  wightc  yet  haUc  io  w* 
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As  ^ot  lierTemid  for  to  be. 
Hot  to  fulfilled  with  yrc  as  fhe  ; 
I  trow  that  no  wight  might  her  plelie. 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  might  her  efe  ; 
Kor  fhe  ne  would  her  forowe  flake. 
Nor  comfort  none  unto  her  take« 
So  depe  jwas  her  wo  begonne. 
And  eke  her  hert  in  angre  ronne, 
A  forowfttl  thing  wcl  femtd  file; 
Nor  the  had  nothing  flowe  ybe 
For  to  befcrati^in  sdl  her  face. 
And  for  to  rent  in  many  place 
Her  cUthes,  and  for  to  tere  her  fwire, 
As  flie  that  was  fulfilled  of  ire ; 
And  all  to  tome  laie  eke  her  here 
About  her  {holders  here  and  there. 
As  Ihe  that  had  it  all  to  rent 
For  angre  and  for  male  talent. 

And  eke  I  teU  you  certainly 
How  that  (he  wept  fuH  tendirly : 
in  worlde  n'is  wigfat  to  hard  of  herte, 
Tliat  had  yfene  her  forowes  fmerte, 
That  ji*olde  have  had  of  her  pite. 
So  WD  begon  a  thing  was  (he. 
^le  all  to  daiht  her  felf  for  wo. 
And  finote  togidir  her  hondes  two ; 
To  Sorowe  was  (he  full  ententifci 
That  woluU  rechilefle  caitife. 
Her  ronghtd  little  of  playing. 
Or  of  eloping  or  of  kiffing. 
For  who  fo  (OTOwfuIl  b  in  hertfi 
Him  luftitfa  not  to  plaie  ne  (^erte. 
Nor  for  to  dauncin  ne  to  (ing, 
Ne  maie  his  herte  in  temper  bring 
To  make  joie  on  even  or  morowe, 
For  ioie  is  contrary  to  forowe. 

EJde  wa^  ypaintid  after  this, 
That  (hortir  was  a  fote  i-wis 
Than  (be  was  wont  in  her  yooghede  % 
Unneth  her  felf  (he  might  yfe<k  :. 
So  feble  and  fo  olde  was  (he 
That  fadid  was  all  her  beante ; 
Full  (alowe  was  waxen  her  colour ; 
Her  hedde  for  liore  was  white  as  flour ; 
I  wis  grete  quohue  ne  were  it  none, 
Ne  fione,  although  her  life  were  gone. 
All  wozin  was  her  body'  unwelde, 
And  drie  and  dwinid  all  for  elde  t 
A  foule  forwelkid  thing  was  (he. 
That  whilom  round  and  foft  had  be  t 
Her  heris  (hokin  faft  withall. 
As  £rom  her  hedde  they  wouldin  fiUl ; 
Her  face  yfrouncid^and  fbrpined, 
And  bothe  h^  hondb  lome  fordwined  : 
So  old  (he  was  that  (he  ne  went 
A  fote  but  it  were  by  potent. 
The  time  that  paffith  night  and  daie, 
And  relUleife  travaliith  aie, 
Aod  ftelith  from  us  privily, 
That  to  us  femith  fildrly 
That  it  in  one  poin^  dwellith  ever, 
And  cettis  it  ne  reflith  never, 
put  goeth  fo  faft  and  paffith  aie 
T))jU  ;t>cr  n'ia  man  that  thinkin  male 
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What  time  that  now  prefent  is, 
Aflcith  at  thefe  grete  derkis  this ; 
For  men  thinkin  it  redily 
Thre  timis  ben  ypaffid  by 
The  timd  that  maie  not  fojoume. 
But  goth  and  maie  never  retoume. 
As  watir  that  doune  runnith  aie. 
But  nevir  droppe  return^  maie. 
There  maie  nothing  as  time  endure, 
Ne  metall  nor  yerthly  creture. 
For  aU^  thing  is  frette  andihall. 
The  time  eke  that  ychaungith  <jl. 
And  all  doeth  waxe  and  foftrid  be. 
And  alB  thing  diftroyith  he; 
The  time  that  eldith  our  aunceflourt' 
And  eldith  Junges  and  emperours. 
And  that  us  all  (ball  ovircomen, 
£r  that  deth  us  fliall  have  nommen. 
The  tim^  that  hath  aU  in  welde 
To  elden  fiolke  had  made  her  elde 
So  inly,  that  to  my  wetinr 
She  mightin  helpe  her  felThothing^ 
But  teumed  eyen  unto  childhede  : 
She  had  nothing  her  felf  to  lede, 
Ne  wkte  ne  pithe  within  her  hold. 
More  than  a  chikl  of  two  ycre  old. 
But  natheleflc  I  trowe  that  (he 
Was  hire  fomtime  and  fireflie  to  fe 
Whan  flie  was  in  her  rightfiiU  age. 
But  flie  was  paft  all  that  palTage, 
And  was  a  doted  thing  becomen  : 
A  furrid  cappe  on  had  (he  nommen ; 
Well  had  (he  dadde  her  felf  and  warme. 
For  cold  might  els  doin  her  harme  : 
Theie  old  folke  hmvin  alwaie  cold, 
Ther  kiode  is  foche  whan  thei  ben  old. 
An  othir  thing  was  down  there  write 
That  femid  like  an  ipocrite. 
And  it  was  depid  Papelardie; 
That  ilke  is  (he  that  privilie 
Ne  fparith  ner  a  wicked  dcdt 
Whan  men  of  her  takin  none  hede. 
And  makith  her  outward  precious 
With  pale  vilagc  and  pitous,  . 
And  femith  a  fimple  creture, 
But  there  n'is  no  mifaventure 
That  (he  ne  thinketh  in  her  corage  ; 
Full  like  to  her  w»s  thilke  image 
That  makid  was  like  her/emblaunce. 
She  was  full  fimple'  of  countenaunce ; 
And  flie  was  clothid  and  eke  (hod 
As  (be  were  for  the  love  of  God^ 
Yholdin  to  religion, 
Soche  femid  her  devocion. 

A  fpaltir  helde  (he  faft  in  honde, 
And  bufily  (he  gan  to  fonde 
To  make  many  a  faint  praiere 
To  God  and  to  his  faindis  dere : 
Ne  (he  was  gaie,  fre(he,  ne  jolife| 
But^femed  to  be  full  ententife 
To  godd  wcrkis  and  to  &ire, 
And  therto  (he  had  on  an  haire. 

Ne  certis  (he  was  fatte  nothing, 
But  femid  weric  for  failing : 
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Of  colour  pale  and  d^d<  V9S  fhc ; 
From  h'cr  the  gates  aie  yyamifl  hp 
Of  Paradifc,  that  blifsftiU  place, 
For  foche  folke  makin  \cpt  thtr  grape, 
As  Chrjft  faieth  in  his  Evj^gilc, 
To  get  *hem  prifc  in  touniC  a  while,, 
And  for  a  little  gjory  vcigne 
Thci  leifin  God  ind  c^e  his  rejgnc. 

And  aldir  laft  of  cvcj-ichonc 
Was  painted  Povertc*  ajl  alone. 
That  not  a  penny  h^d  in  hold. 
Although  that  Q^e  her  clotbid  fold, 
And  though  (he  (hold  an  hopgid  he, 
For  naktd  as  a  woi  me  wa3  (he^ 
And  if  the  wether  ftormy  were 
For  cold  (he  (hold  have  dyid  there. 

She  ne*  had  on  byt  ^  {tt^kt  o}4  Aiclpe, 
And  many*  a  clpute  on  it  there  ftackp  ;,  - 
This  was  her  cote  an4  l^er  maotjcie ; 
No  more  was  there  nevir  ^  dek: 
To  clothe  her  with ;  I  undirt;^)pc 
Crete  Icfir  hadde  fl^e  to  ^uaVe : 
And  (he  was  put  that  I  of  tal^c 
Ferre  fro  thcfe  othrc,  up  ii?  *n  hall^ ; 
There  lurkid  and  there  coji^rid  (he, 
For  povir  thing,  where  fo  it  bf, 
Is  (hamefaft  and  dif|>i(id  aic : 
A  curfid  male  weU  hfi  that  4aie 
That  povir  man  coBjceived  is, 
For  God  wote  all  to  fclde  i-wi* 
Is  any  pore  max)  well  ifcd. 
Or  well  arayid  or  icled. 
Or  well  bclovI4.  in  foche  wife 
In  honour  that  be  m^ie  arife. 

AU^  thefe  thingi?  well  aviied^ 
As  I  have  yoiJ  er  chi^  deyifed,    - 
With  gold  and  ^fure  ovir  all 
Bcpaintid  were  upon  the  wall : 
Square  was  the  wall,  and  Jiigl)  fym^Up 
Enclofid  and  ibarrid  ^ele 
In  ftcdc  of  hegge  w^  that  gardin, 
Came  nevir  no  (h.epherd  therein  : 
Into  that  gardin  well  ywroughf 
Who  fo  that  me  coud  nave  ybrought 
By  ladders,  or  els  by  degrc,  • 

It  would^  well  have  likid  mp  ; 
For  foche  fo^cp,  (pclie  joip  and  pleie, 
I  trowe  that  nevir  man  ne  fcic 
As  was  in  that  place  d^ljciovs  ; 
The  giirdin  was  not  daungeroua 
To  herborowe  b^rdefi  m^ny  one  | 
So  richc  a  yere  was  ncvjr  nofic 
Of  birdis  fone  and  braunchls  grene, 
Therin  were  birdis  mo  I  wcne 
Than  ben  in  all  the  rclme  of  FrauQce  ^ 
Full  blifsfullwUs  the  ^ccordaunce 
Of  the  fwete  petous  fong  thci  made. 
For  all  this  worldc  it  ought  to  glade. 

And  1  my  fcif  fo  mery  ffrdc. 
Whan  I  ther  bliftfull  fgngis  herde. 
That  for  an  himdrid  poundp  would  h 
If  that  the  paflfage  opinly  » 

Haddin  ybc  unto  me  frc, 
That  X  A'oldc  cntrin  for  to  fc 


Th'  a(remble  (God  kepe  it  fro  t^e !) 
Of  birdis  whichc  that  thcwn  w»re. 
That  fongin  through  ther  mery  thfOtC^ 
Dauncis  of  love  and  mery  notes. 

Whan  I  thus  herd  the  fbuifs  fxa^ 
I  fell  faft  in  a  waimentiifg 
By  whiche  art  or  by  what  cDgii| 
I  might  com  into  that  gardij?  ; 
But  waie  I  cduthe  ne  j^ndin  non/c 
Into  that  gardin  for  to  go^c, 
Ne  nought  wift  I  if  thi  there  vcps 
Eithir  a  hole  or  a  place  where 
By  whiche  I  n^^Lu  have  entre  | 
Ne  there  was  none  tp  tccbifi  n^e. 
For  I  was  all  alone  irV^h 
For  wo  and  for  angui^  pf  this. 
Till  at  the  laftc  bcthougl>t  I  mc 
That  by  no  waie  ne  might  it  be. 
There  n*as  ladder  ne  waie  to  p^Qti 
Or  hole,  into  fo  (aire  a  plft^ ; 
Tho  gan  I  go  ^  fuU  gretc  ^vs 
Environ,  evin  in  comp^ 
The  doling  of  the  ftjuarc  fvaU| 
Till  that  i  foundc  a  w^^l^et  inaall 
So  (hetre  that  I  ne  n^gl^t  ia  gone« 
And  otliir  entr^  ^as  there  oppe- 
Upon  this  dor^  I  gan  to  Imite 
That  was  fo  fetis  and  fo  ^te, 
For  othir  waie  coud  I  not  fekp- ' 
Full  long  I  (hofe  and  kno^d  ekr» 
And  (lode  full  long  aU  herkiniag 
If  I  herd  any  wigl^  comingi 
Till  that  the  dore  of  thilke  catfe 
A  maidin  curteis  opened  blo  : 
Her  here  was  as  yelowe  of  hcyre 
As  any  bafm  fcourid  newe  ; 
Her  fle(he  tendir  as  i«  a  ckUi^t^ 
With  bent  browis  bo;h  ijnothe  and  flil^ 
And  thereto  by  BM|Ure  large  vfct^ 
The  opening  of  her  eyen  clere ; 
Her  nofe  of  gode  proporcioo  ; 
Her  eyen  graie  as  ii  ^  faucoa; 

;  With  fwetd  breth  and  wcl  favoured; 
Her  face  w|fite  and  we|l  colouf  cd  • 

,  With  little  mo^the  and  roiind  t^  £b  ; 
A  clovin  chinpi  el^e  had  (he; 
Her  necke  was  of  godfi  f^fiiion. 
In  length  and  gretne(ie  by  refbo, 
Withoutin  bleine,  or  fo^bc,  9r  r9J^  « 
Fro  Hierufalcm*  tq  ^urgoiae 
There  n*i8  a  fairer  necke  i-^ia 
To  fele  how  (hap(hc  an4  foft  it  is  ; 
Her  throte  alfo  fo  white  pf  hew^^ 
As  fnowe  qp  ^-^i^qphc  yibowid  newe  ; 
Of  body  full  well  wrought  was  (he^ 
Men  nedin  not  in  no  co^i^re 
A  fairer  bodie  for  to  fc^c ; 
And  of  fine  orfrais  had  ihe  eke 
A  chapilet,  fo  femely  o|i 
Ne  nevir  werid  maidc  upon; 
And  (aire  above  that  chapilet 
A  rofe  garlande  had  (he  yfct ; 
She  had  alfo  a  gate  mlrroiir; 
And  with  a  cidi^  golde  irc^vr 
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Her  he^  wu  trdfidliiU  ^outflf  i 
Her  flevis  fowed  fetouilf ; 
And  for  to  kepe  her  headit  Aiire 
Of  glovis  white  (be  had  a  ^sMTe  | 
And  (he  had  on  a  cote  of  greoe 
Of  cloth  of  Gaunt  withoatin  wene : 
Well  lemid  by  her  ayanUle 
She  was  not  w<^nt  to  pete  travaiky 
For  whan  (he  kcopt  wm  £o6e«uAy« 
And  well  araied  and  richily^ 
Than  had  Hm  doen  all  her  jo^ne. 
For  merj*  and  well  hegon  wai  flie* 

She  had  a  IniUe  iife  in  Maie } 
She  had  no  thought  by  night  Btt  dale 
Of  nothing  but  it  were  •aely 
To  graieth  her  well  aad  uncoiaihly. 
Whan  that  this  dore  had  opened  ma 
This  maidin  iemely  for  to  fe, 
1  thonkid  her  as  I  beft  m^htk 
And  aikid  her  how  thM  £e  hight» 
And  what  (he  wmi  I  aiked  eke  ? 
And  Ihe  to  me  was  nMght  unm«ke> 
Me  of  her  anfwere  iLuinj^rous 
fiat  fure  anfwerde,  and  iayid  tfaw  t 

Loy  Sir,  xay  name  is  Idilneie» 
So  clq>en  men  ny:  move  and  kile  s 
Ful  mightie  and  ful  riche  am  I» 
And  that  of  one  thiog^  oanfcily. 
For  I  entending  ta  oo  thing 
But  to  my  ioi«  aod  my  ptayiaf , 
And  for  to  kembe  aad  trefl*^  am  ', 
Acquainted  am  I  and  priTt 
With  Nfirtl^the  iorde  of  this  gardifli 
That  fro  the*  londe  of  Aleiasdriao 
Made  th<  treis  hkhir  be  fet 
lliat  in  his  gardin  ben  i£Bt ; 
And  whan  die  tr^ts  w^re  woate  on  hi|^ 
This  wall,  that  ftant  here  in  thy  figMi 
Did  Mirthe  endoiln  aU  about  i 
And  thefe  imagit  aJi  wkhdut 
He  did  *hem  bothe  entaile  aod  point 
That  neither  ben  jolifi  at  9iiaint» 
Bat  thei  ben  full  of  ibrowe  and  wo» 
As  thou  bail  fene  a  whik  ago. 


And  oft.timishim  to  felace 
Sir  Mirthe  eonidi  iaao  this  place, 
And  eke  with  him  qome  his  meiae* 
That  liven*  in  hiik  and  jolitt } 
And  now  is  Mirthe  therein^  to  her* 
The  birdis  how  they  (ingin  elerc» 
The  maris  and  the  nighuogsdci 
And  othir  joly  birdis  iinale ; 
And  thus  he  walkith  to  folace 
Him  and  his  folke«{br  fwettir  place 
To  playin  in  he  male  not  findc 
Although  he  fought  one  in  tiU  lade ; 
The  akhir  faireft  folk  to  fe 
That  in  this  worlde  maie  fotiode  ybq 
Hath  Sir  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  raut» 
That  folowcn  him  alwaies  about. 

Whan  Idiineile  had  toUc  all  thif, 
And  I  had  herkcaed  weU  i-wi^i 


Than  faied  I  to  Dame  Idiiaeflb, 
Now  all  fo  wifely  0«d  me  blefTe^ 
SIth  Mirthe,  (6at  is  fib  £aire  and  fte, 

Is  in  this  ycrd  with  histifceiae^ 

Fro  thilke  alTemble  if  i  maie 

Shall  no  man  wvTae  mie  to  ^aitt^ 

That  I  this  night  ae  mote  it  fe. 

For  well  wene  I  there  with  kbOk  h% 

A  faire  tad  jotii  eoitapanit 

Fulfillid  of  all  cuit£&e. 

And  forth  withoiltin  wofdil  IKO 

In  at  the  wickit  went  1  tha         • 

That  IdilnefTc  had  opened  fm 

Into  that  gardin  fiil-e  to  fa  t 

And  whan  that  I  was  ia  &*>wis 

Mine  herte  was  full  glad  of  thiSj 

For  wcU  veade  i  fall  fikirlf 

Have  ben  in  Paradife  yerthly, 

So  faire  it  was,  that  ttaftith  WtU 

It  femed  a  place  efpirititell  | 

For  certis  as  at  my  dnirile 

There  is  no  place  in  Pansdife 

So  gode  in  for  to  dwoU  dr  be 

As  in  that  gardin  thotehtin  me ; 

Fur  there  was  auny*  a  birde  fillfC^ 

Thoroughout  the  yerde  aU  thrlj^^,    ' 

In  many  piacis  nightiagaks) 

And  alpes,  and  finches^  and  «r«dd#«|«a^ 

That  in  thtr  f«py;t^  foag  deliteB* 

In  thilke  places  as  thei  habitea. 

There  mightin  men  ib  many  tdckei 

Of  turtels  and  of  lavek-«dke«} 

Chalaundris  fele  y(aw«  I  therff) 

That  very  nigh  foribugin  wcrc» 

And  thruilils,  terias,  and  mavife, 

That  fongin  fur  to  wtnne  'hem  prifir. 

And  eke  to  furmount  in  ther  fong 

That  othir  birdis  'hem  emong  ; 

By  note  ymadin  6ure  ftrvife 

Thefc  birdis  that  I  you  devift  j 

Thei  fong  their  ,foog  as  faird  ia4  WH« 

As  angels  doen  efpintoell  \  " 

And  truilith  aic  whan  1  'ham  httii 

Fuliluftie  and  fuU  well  I  ferde. 

For  nevir  yet  foche  melodie 

Was  herd  of  anul  that  migh^a  dii?, 

Sochc  fwetc  fong  as  was  'hem  cmottg, 

That  mc  thought  it  no  bhrd^ii  fong, 

But  it  was  wondir  like  to  b^ 

Song  of  meremaidens  of  th#  [^ 

That  for  her  finging  ii  fo  clere ; 

Though  we  Meremaidftfll  elep«  lieth  hft^ 

In  Englilbe,  as  is  ocr  urancc^ 

Men  dcpin  'hem  Sjreint  in  Frthjncc, 


Entcntlfc  werin  for  to  dfig 
Thtfc  birdis,  that  not  mikOnning 
Were  of  ther  craft  and  a  prentifc,^ 
But  of  fong  fubtil^l  and  eke  wife ; 
And  certis  wfiirn  I  herd  thir  foftg, 
And  fawc  the  grcud  place  effloijrj. 
In  hcrt  I  v/cxt  £0  wondir  |kl« 
That  1  Wis  nevir  er  that  4?if 
S  iiij 
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So  jolife  nor  to  well  btgo, 
Ke  mery'  in  herte  as  I  was  tho; 
And  than  wift  I  and  lawe  full  weU 
That  Idilneffc  n»c  fervid  well, 
That  me  pat  in  foche  jolite  : 
Her  frende  well  ought  I  for  to  be 
Sithe  ihe  the  dore  of  that  gardin 
Had  opinid  and  let  me  in. 

From  hennis-forthe  how  that  I  wrought 
1  (hall  you  tellen  as  me  thought. 
Firft  whereof  Mtrthe  yfervid  there. 
And  eke  what  folke  thiere  with  him  were. 
Without  fable  1  wall  difcrive. 
And  alle  that  gardin  eke  aa  blive ; 
I  woll  you  tellen  aftir  this 
The  faire  faifiop  all  ii>wis 
That  well  ywrought  was  for  the  nones; 
I  mai  not  tell  yon  all  at  ones, 
But  at  I  mai  and  can  I  (hall 
By  order  tellin  you  ^t  all. 

Full  faire  fenricc,  and  eke  fuU  iwete, 
Thcfe  birdis  madin  as  thci  fete  ; 
JLayis  of  love  full  well  founing 
.  Thci  fongin  in  ther  jargoning  \ 
Some  hie  and  fome  eke  lowc  yfong 
Upon  the  braunchis  grenc  ifprong ; 
The  fwcbjne(rc  of  t^cr  melodie 
Made  al)  mine  herte  in  revelrie. 

And  whan  that  I  had  herd  I  trowe 
Thefe  birdis  finging  on  a  rowe. 
Than  might  I  not  withholdin  me 
That  I  ne  went  in  for  to  fe 
Sir  Mirthe,  for  all  my  defu'ing 
Was  him  to  fenc  ovir  alf  thing ; 
His  countenaunce  and  his  manere 
That  fight  fra^  uoto  me  full  derc. 


Tho  wente  I  forthe  on  my  right  hondc, 
Doune  by  a  littlq  pathe  I  fonde 
Of  mintis  full  and  fenell  grene ; 
As  faft^  by  withoutin  wcne 
Sir  Mirthe  (  founde,  and  rigllt  anon 
Unto  Sir  Mirthe  gan  I  to  gon, 
Thcr  as  he  was  him  to  folace; 
And  with  him  in  that  luftie  place 
So  faire  folke  and  (b  freihe  had  he 
That  whan  I  fawe  I  wondrid  me       i 
Fro  ii^hennis  foche  folke  mightin  comc^ 
"So  faire  thei  werin  all  and  fome. 
For  thei  wcrcn  li^e,  as  to  my  fight. 
To  angels  that  ben  fethered  bright, 

Thcfe  folke,  of  whichc  I  tell  you  fo, 
Upon  a  karple  wentin  tho ; 
A  ladie  karoled  *hem  that  hight 
Gladneire,the  blifsfull  and  the  light : 
Well  could  (he  fing  and  luftily. 
None  halfe  fo  well  and  femily, 
And  cothe  make  in  fong  foche  refraining 
It  fate  her  woiidir  yfc\\  to  fing : 
Her  voice  full  clerc  ^uras  an^  full  fwetej 
She  was  not  rude  ne  yet  unmete, 
But  couthe  inoughe  for  foche  doing 
As  longith  unto  k^olling,  " 


For  (he  was  wonte  in  every  plaee 
To  (ingin  firft  folke  to  Iblace, 
For  finging  molte  (he  gave  her  to ; 
No  craue  had  (he  io  lele  to  doe. 


Tho  mightift  thoukarolHsfoie, 

And  fol^d  daunoe  and  merie  ben. 

And  made  many  a  fiure  touming 

Upon  the  grenj  grafle  fpringing : 

There  mightift  th«tt  fc  thcfe  flutonrs, 

Minftrallis  and  eke  jog^oors, 

That  wcl  to  fingin  did  ther  paine  : 

Some  fongin  £ongis  of  Loraine, 

Fo»  in  Loraine  ther  notis  be 

I'ull  fwctir  than  in  this  contre. 

There  was  many  a  timbeftere. 

And  (ailours,  that  I  dare  wel  fwere 

Ycothe  ther  craft  full  psrfitly; 

The  dmbris  up  full  fubtilly 

Thei  caftin,  and  hent  them  fuU  oft 

Upon  a  fingir  (aire  and  foft. 

That  thei  ne  fallid  nevir  mo. 

Full  fetis  damofellis  two, 

flight  yong,  and  full  of  femelyhede, 

In  kirtils  and  none  othk*  wede : 

And  foire  ytreflid  every  trefle 

Had  Mirthe  ydocn  (or  his  noblefle 

Amidde  the  carole  for  to  daunce. 

But  hereof  lieth  no  remembraoace 

How  that  thei  davnfid  queincly. 

That  one  would  come  all  privily 

Ayen  that  othre',  and  whan  thei  were 

Togithre*  almoile  thei  threwe  ifere 

Ther  mouthis  fo,  that  through  ther  plaie 

U  femid  as  thei  kift  alwaie  : 

To  daunccn  well  couthe  thei  the  gife; 

What  (hould  I  more  to  yon  devife  ^ 

Ne  bode  I  nevir  thennis  go 

Whiles  that  I  fawe  *hem  daandn  (b. 

Upon  the  karoll  wondir  kft 

I  gan  beholde,  till  at  the  laft 

A  ladie  gan  me  for  to*  efpie, 

And  (he  was  clepid  Curtefie, 

The  worihipfull,  the  debonaire; 

I  praie  to  God  er  h\l  her  (aire ! 

Full  curcifly  (he  callid  me. 

What  do  you  there.  Beau  Sire  f  (quod  (he) 

Comith,  and  if  it  likith  you 

To  dauncin,  daunfith  vrith  ni  now. 

And  1  withoutin  tarying 

Ywent  into  the  caroling : 

I  was  aba(hid  ner  a  dele. 

But  it  to  me  likid  right  wele 

That  Curtefie  me  clepid  fo. 

And  bade  m6  on  the  daunce  ygo. 

For  if  I  hadd^  durft  certain 

I  would  have  karollid  right  fain. 

As  man  that  was  to  daunce  right  blithe  : 

Than  gan  I  lokin  oft^  fithe 

The  (hape,  the  bodies,  and  the  cheres. 

The  countenaunce,  and  the  maneres. 

Of  all  the  folke  that  daundd  there. 

And  1  (hall  tellin  what  thci  were.  ' 
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FqH  liirewss  Mirth,  ftiU  longe  aod  high, 
A  fairer  man  I  nerir  figh  : 
At  rouDd  at  aple  was  his  face. 
Full  roddie*  and  white  in  eyery  place  $ 
Fetis  he  wmt  and  well  hefeie, 
With  meteiy  moothe,  and  eyin  greie; 
His  Dofie  hy  mefore  wrought  full  hght ; 
Crifpe  was  his  here,  and  eke  full  bright ; 
Hit  Ihalderk  of  larg£  brede. 
And  Imalifhe  in  the  girdelftede ; 
He  femtd  like  a  pnrtreicure, 
So  Doble^  he  was  of  his  flature. 
So  faire,  fo  jolie',4nd  fo  fetife. 
With  limmis  wrought  at  poind  dcrife, . 
Deliver,  finerte,  and  of  gretc  might, 
Ne  fawe  thou  ncvu"  man  fo  light ; 
Of  berde  unneth  had  he  nothing. 
For  it  was  in  the  firft^  fpring; 
Full  yong  he  was,  and  mcrie*  of  thought. 
And  lA  iamette  with  bn-dis  wrought ; 
And  with  golde  bete  full  fetoufly 
Hit  bodie  wat  clad  fiill  richely ; 
Wrought  was  his  robe  in  ftraungi  gife. 
And  all  to  flittered  for  queintife 
In  many  a  place,  lowe  and  hie  ; 
And  ihode  he  i^as  with  grete  maiftrie 
With  ihone  decopid,  and  with  lace, 
By  drurie  and  eke  by  folace; 
His  Icfe  a  rofin  diapilet 
Had  made,  and  on  his  hedde  it  fet. 

And  w^fai  ye  who  was  his  lefe  ? 
Dame  Gladdeflie  there  was  him  fo  lefe. 
That  fingeth  fo  well  with  glad  corage, 
That  from  ihc  was  tweWe  ycre  of  age 
She  of  her  k>ve  graunt  to  him  made  : 
Sir  Mirthe  her  by  the  fingir  hade 
A  daoncing,  and  Ihe  him  alfo ; 
Crete  love  there  was  a  twix  'hem  two; 
Bothe  were  thei  faire  and  bright  of  hewe; 
She  femid  like  a  toQ  newe 
Of  colours,  and  her  flelhe  fo  tender, 
That  with  a  brerd  finale  and  tender 
McD  mi|rht  it  cleve,  I  dare  well  fain ; 
Her  forhedde  frounciles  all  plain  ; 
Bent  werin  her  eye^browis  two ; 
'  Her  eyin  giaie,  and  glad  alfo, 
lliat  laughdin  aie  in  her  fembhrant 
Flrft  or  the  monthe  by  covtfnaunt ; 
I  n*ot  what  of  her  nofe  difcrive, 
60  £aire  hath  no  woman  alive ; 
Her  here  was  yelowe*,  and  clere  (hining; 
1  wot  ao  lady  fo  liking. 

Of  erfraies  fireihe  was  her  garlande ; 
I,  whiche  that  fene  have  a  thouiande, 
Sawc  ner  i-wis  no  garlande  yet 
So  well  ywrought  of  filke^s  it ; 
And  in  an  ovir  gilt  famtte 
Ycladde  (he  was  by  grete  delite. 
Of  whiche  her  lefe  a  robe  ywerde; 
The  merier  flie  in  heite  fcrdc. 

Next  her  went,  on  her  othir  iide, 
The  god  of  Love,  that  can  devide 
Ijcrvcy  and  as  him  liketh  it  be  ; 
But  he  can  cherlis  dauntiii,  he, 


And  many  folkis  pride  fallen. 
And  he  can  well  theij^  lordis  thrallen. 
And  ladies  \>ut  at  lowe  degre^ 
When  he  rtiaic  *hem  to  proude  yfc. 

This  god  of  Love  of  his  fafcion 
Was  like  no  knave  ne  no  quiilron  : 
His  beutie  gretely  was  to  prifc, 
But  of  his  robis  to  dcvife 
1  drede  encombrid  for  to  be, 
For  not  icladde  in  iilk  was  he, 
But  all  in  flouris  and  flourettes, 
Ipainted  all  with  amorettes. 
And  with  loiingis  and  fcochons, 
With  birdis,  libcrdes,  and  lions. 
And  othir  bellis  wrought  full  wele ; 
His  garment  vras  every  dele 
Ipurtraicd  and  iwrought  with  floures. 
By  divers  medeling  ot  colourcs; 
Flouris  there  were  of  many  gifc 
Ifet  by  compace  in  a  fife ; 
There  lackid  no  oflure  to  my  dome, 
Ne  not  fo  much  as  floure  of  brome, 
Nc  violet,  ne  eke  pervinke, 
Ne  floure  none  that  men  can  on  thinkc ; 
And  many  a  rbfe  lefe  full  long 
Was  entermedlid  there  emong ; 
And  alfo  on  his  hedde  was  fet 
Of  rofes  redde  a  chapiler. 

But  nightingales  a  full  grete  rout. 
That  flien  ovir  his  hedde  about. 
The  levis  feldin  as  thei  flien, 
And  he  was  all  with  birdis  wrten. 
With  popingaie,  with  nightingale, 
With  chalaundrc  and  with  wodcwalb, 
With  {incbe,  with  larke,  and  with  archangel; 
He  femid  as  he  were  an  angell 
That  doun  were  come  fro  hevin  clere. 

Love  had  with  him  a  bachilere 
That  he  made  alwaies  with  him  be^ 
And  Swete  Loking  cleped  was  he. 
This  bachilere  flode  beholding 
The  dannce,  and  in  his  honde  holding 
Turke  bowcs  two,  well  devifed,  had  he ; 
That  one  of  *hcm  was  of  a  trc 
That  berith  fruid  of  favour  wicke; 
Full  crokid  was  that  fould  flicke. 
And  knottie  here  and  there  alfo. 
And  blacke  as  berie*  or  any  flo. 

That  othir  bowe  was  of  a  plant 
Withoutin  wemine  I  dare  waranc 
Full  eveni  and  by  proporcion 
Tredis  and  long,  and  of  gode  faclon. 
And  it  was  paintid  well  and  thwitten. 
And  ore  all  diaprid  and  written 
With  ladies  and  with  bachileres 
Full  lightfome  and  full  glad  of  cheres. 
Thefc  bowis  two  held  Swete  Loking, 
That  ne  femid  like  no  gadling. 
And  ten  brode  arowcs  held  he  there. 
Of  whiche  five  in  his  hondd  were. 
But  thei  were  fliavin  well  and  dight, 
Nockid  and  fctherid  a  right. 
And  all  thei  were  with  golde  bcgon. 
And  ftroDg  ypoindid  evcrlchoo, 
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And  (harpe  for  to  ykervin  wclc. 
But  iron  wai  there  nooe  nc  ftele, 
For  all  was  goldc,  men  might  it  fe, 
Out  take  the  fcthert  and  the  tre. 


The  fwifteft  of  thcfc  arowe»  five 
Out  of  a  bo  we  for  to  drivcy 
And  the  bed  fethcred  for  to  flie, 
And  faireft  eke»  was  cleped  Beutic. 

'I'hat  othir  arowe,  that  hurteth  kfle, 
Was  depid  (as  Ltrowe)  SimpleiTe. 

The  thirdie  yclepid  was  Fraunchiic, 
That  fethcred  was  in  noble  wile 
With  valour  and  with  curtifie. 

The  fowcrth  was  depid  Compaole, 
That  hevie  for  to  iliotin  it. 
But  who  fo  (hotith  right  i-wis 
Maie  therwith  docn  grete  harmc  and  wt. 

The  fift  of  thcfc,  and  laike  alio, 
Fairc  Scmblaunt  men  that  arowe  caU| 
•Ti*  the  leflc  grevous  of  *hem  all. 
Yet  can  it  make  a  full  grtte  woundcg 
But  he  male  hope  his  foris  (bunde 
That  hurtc  is  w»th  that  arowe'  i-wls; 
His  wo  the  bette  bcftowid  is 
For  he  maic  foner  have  gladnefie ; 
Hi^  languor  ought  to  be  the  kflc« 


Five  arowes  were  of  othir  gtfe 
That  ben  fuB  fovU  for  to  devife, 
For  {haft  and  ende,  fothe  for  to  teH^ 
Were  all  fo  Uacke  as  fende  in  hell. 

The  firft  of  *hem  is  caUid  Pride  ; 
That  othre'  arowe  next  hioa  belide 
It  was  yclepid  Yilanie ; 
That  arrowc  was  with  fek>nie 
Envenimcd,  and  with  fpitous  blame : 
The  third  of  *Kem  was  depid  Shame; 
The  fowerth  Wanbopc  yclepid  is ; 
The  fift  the  Newe  Thought  iwis* 

Thefe  arowfs  that  1  fj^c  of  hcre^ 
Werin  all  five  on  one  mancre* 
And  all  were  ihei  rcfcmblable; 
To  them  was  well  fitting  and  able 
The  fould  crokid  bowe  hidous 
,  That  knottie  was  and  all  roinous  ; 
That  bowe  yfemid  well  to  fliete 
The  arowes  five  that  ben  unmete 
And  contrary  to  that  othir  five  i 
But  though  I  tellin  not  as  biivc 
Of  thcr  powir  ne  of  thcr  might, 
Hereaftir  ihall  1  tellin  right 
The  fothe  and  eke  fignifiaance» 
As  fcrre  as  I  have  remeaihravncc 
All  ihall  be  faied  I  undirtake 
£r  of  this  boke  an  endc  I  make. 

Now  come  I  to  my  talc  againc ; 
But  aldirfirft  I  woU  you  faine 
The  fafhion  and  the  countcnaunces 
Of  allc  the  folkc  that  on  the  dauoce  is. 
The  god  of  Love,  jolife  and  light, 
Laddc  on  his  honde  a  ladic  bf  ight» 
% 


Of  high  prife  and  of  greie  dcgr^^ 

This  ladie  callid  was  Beotic ; 

And  an  anme  of  whichc  1  tolde 

Full  well  ythcwid  was  (he  holde  ; 

Ne  {he  was  derke  ne  brouae,  but  hrighi 

And  clcre  as  is  the  monc  hght. 

Again  whom  all  the  Acrris  ienen 

But  fmall  canddis  as  we  demeo ; 

Her  flefhe  was  tendre*  as  dewe  of  fioore  { 

Her  chcre  was  fimpie*  as  hirde  ia  bDnre^ 

As  white  as  lilie*  or  roie  in  ri£t; 

Her  face  was  gcntill  and  trctiilB ; 

Fetis  ihe  was,  and  iinale  to  ie; 

No  wintrid  browis  hadde  ihe, 

Ne  popped  here,  for  it  nedid  sought 

To  windir  her  or  to  paint  ought ; 

Her  trelTes  yelowe,  and  long  iiravighlea. 

Unto  her  hcles  doune  thci  raoghosn; 

Her  nofir,  her  mouthc,  and  cye,8Bd  cfacke» 

Well  wrought,  and  all  the  reonaaau  eke  i 

A  full  grete  favour  aod  a  fote 

Me  thoughtin  in  Duae  hert^  rote. 

As  hdpe  iBc  Ood,  whaa  I  remember 

Of  the  faifion  of  every  momber  : 

In  worlde  is  none  £9  £ure  a  wight. 

For  yong  {be  wa^  and  hewid  bright 

Sore  plefitunt,  and  fctit  with  all. 

And  gent  and  in  her  ouddlc  fmaU* 

Befid^  Beute  yede  RichdCr, 
And  hight  ladie  of  gfe^  nebleflc* 
And  grete  of  price  in  every  phoe  ; 
But  who  fo  dnrft  to  her  tie^Mce, 
Or  till  her  folke,  io  werks  or  dede, 
He  were  ful  bardie  ovt  of  drede, 
For  bothe  ihe  helpo  and  hiadir  maie  i 
And  that  is  not  of  yeftcrdaie 
That  ricfac  folke  bavin  full  grtte  miglkt 
To  helpe  and  eke  to  greve  a  wight. 

The  bed  and  gretift  of  valour 
Diddin  Richcife  full  grete  honour. 
And  bufie  werin  her  to  ierve, 
For  that  thei  woukl  her  bve  dt iervc ; 
Thei  cleped  her  X^adie  greu  and  fmaU^ 
This  wid8  worlde  her  dredith  all. 
This  worlde  is  all  in  her  daungei« ; 
Her  courte  hath  many*  a  ioiingere. 
And  many*  a  traitour  eavio«s. 
That  ben  full  bufic*  and  corioaa 
For  to  difpreifin  and  to  blame 
That  bed  defervin  love  aod  name ; 
To  fome  the  kike  *hem  to  begUcn 
Thefe  lofengeours  *hem  prife  and  UoHea, 
And  thus  the  worlde  with  worde  ""'^ft^ff*?^ 
Bot  aftirward  thci  prill  and  poindca 
The  folke  right  to  the  bard  bone 
Bchinde  ther  backc  whan  thei  beo  g^oe. 
And  foule  abatin  folkis  prife  : 
Full  many*  a  worthie  man  and  wile 
Han  hindrid  and  idocn  to  die 
1  hefc  lofingcours  with  thcr  flatt*erie^ 
And  makith  folke   uU  (Iraunge  be 
There  as  'hem  ought  to  ben  prive  : 
Well  evill  mot    thei  thrive, 
And  evill  arived  mote  t^u  he, 


Tbcfe  lofingcoQTs  fnU  of  jeovw;; 
No  godc  flian  )oved*  tker.copip^^. 

Richeffc  a  robe  of  purpk*  an  k^p 
Nc  trowe  not  that  I  Ue  pr  mad, 
For  in  this  world  i^  Qojpe  it  H^h^ 
)^e  by  a  thoufande  d^le  £b  ricKe^ 
Ne  none  fo  faire,  for  it  fuU  wde 
With  orfrds  lai^d  wa*  every  4cl?^ 
Aixi  purtraied  ip  the  rib^oingef 
Of  dukis  ftoriei  afi4  of  kiages. 
And  with  a  bend  of  goldp  taUUed, 
And  knoppis  fine  of  goldc  aimlc4 ; 
About  her  ne^lpe  pf  gt;m|^*  em^ 
Was  ihct  the  richc  cheycfaik, 
In  whiche  there  was  full  grcte  pkn^C 
Of  ftonis  clere  vui  faix^  to  fe, 

Richeile  a  girdle  ha4  vpoo, 
The  bokill  of  it  wa9  cf  fton 
Of  vertue  grete  az)4  mplpl  might, 
For  who  fo  bare  the  ftoni?  £9  bria^ 
Of  Tcnim  duril  him  oothii)g  do|ib( 
While  he  the  ftont  had  hifxi  aoQUt ; 
That  ftonc  wa»  gr^tf ly  far  to  loyc, 
And  till  a  rkhfi  pvann'is  behove 
Worth  all  the  goWe  i»  Rpuw  4»<i  ?r»ie  5 
The  mourda^iU,  wro^ght  in  i^oblc  gilii;, 
Was  of  a  (lone  full  precious^ 
That  was  fo  fine  and  vertupu$ 
That  wholf  a  ipan  it  couth  vfufo 
Of  palfie  and  of  the  totbe  ^^ 
And  yet  theilonc  ^4  M^^  ^  gntfe 
That  he  was  fikre*  in  ev«ry  pl^c 
Allthilkd  dale  not  blinde  to  pen 
That  failing  might  th^t  Hoop  (c^  i 
The  barns  were  of  gold  f^  fi*^^ 
Upon  a  tiflue  of  faiin ; 
FuU  hrvie,  gretr,  and  nothiiig  liglu, 
In  everiche  was  a  befauqt  wiffht. 

Upon  the  trci£s  of  Bich«ii( 
Was  tet  a  circle  of  noblcSc 
Of  brende  golde,  t|i4t  ^  ligb(  T^ktmt^ 
So  £uR  trowe  I  Wfi^  ncvif  none  ; 
But  he  were  konoing  for  the  Qonf  a 
That  coold  dcvifin  aU  tha  ftones 
That  in  that  circle  ihcwin  d^t  | 
It  is  a  wondir  tl^Qg  tp  hccc» 
For  no  man  could  or  prcife  or  gc(k 
Of  *hem  the  value  or  richciTe  ; 
Rubies  there  we^  <a|d^>9  ragounceS| 
And  cxnenm4e*t  o^ure  than  twq  imoei. 
But  all  before  full  fubtiUy 
A  fine  carboncle  fet  fj^we  Ij, 
The  done  fo  der&was  s^id  Co  hright| 
That  all  fo  fone  as  i^  was  night 
Men  mightin  fene  to  go  for  nede 
A  mile  or  tvo  im  length  and  hrcdc ; 
Soche  light  yfprang  ou(  of  the  iloi^ 
That  RichefTe  wondir  hnght  jf^uc 
Bothe  on  her  hedde  and  all  her  face, 
Aad  eke  about  her  all  the  place. 

Dame  Richefie  on  her  hfoide  g^  Mde 
A  yong  man  ful  of  fcme^jbfidc 
That  &t  beil  k>ved  of  anjr  thing ; 
Hi*  lufi  was  mochc  l(\  hv4i)ipUUng ) 


UNT  OP  THB  ROSK. 

In  clothing  waA  he  full  fetiCr^ 
And  loved  well  to  havehors  of  prife; 
He  wende  to  have  rrprovidbc 
Of  theft  or  murder  if  that  he 
Had  in  his  (lablc  ao  harkfnaicy 
And  thcrfore  he  de^id  aie 
To  ben  aquetjatid  with  Hichefle^ 
For  all  his  purpoil,  as  I  gefle. 
Was  for  to  makio  grete  diipeno: 
Withoutin  warning  or  defence. 
And  RichefTe  n^ght  it  well  fuiUii^ 
And  her  difpcnces  wele  maintain. 
And  him  alwaie  iochc  pkntie  feodc 
Of  golde  and  filvir  ibr  to  fpende 
Withoutin  Uckifig  or  daungere 
As  it  were  pourde  in  a  garnero* 

And  aftir  on  the  dannse  went 
I^argeife,  that  fct  all  her  f ntent 
For  to  ben  bnpourable*  and  fre ; 
Of  Alexander's  kinqe  was  fhc;, 
Her  moilc  joie  it  wa^  i-wis 
Whan  that  flie  jrafe,  and  laied.  Hare  thja  t 
Not  Avarice,  the  {bul<:  <;aitifo«  ,,  ,^ 

Was  halfe  to  gripe  [p.  ectcp  W 
As  LargeiTe  is  to  yf  vc  and  (pend?. 
And  God  alwaie  inowohci:  Cfndc  I 
So  that  the  more  i^  y»yc  fvai^. 
The  more  i-wis  (he  h^d  f|wai|Qf  , 
Crete  loos  hath.  I^ar^cff*^  ^4  gflct^  pj^c^ 
For  bothe  the  wif^  folke  a^d  uonriie. 
Were  wholy  to  hey  h^ndoQ  bwngbt,,. 
So  well  with  yeftis  haith  ^  wrQ^gbtl 

And  if  (he  had  an  enWQ  j  - 

I  trowe  that  O1&  cofith  crJ^tilv 
Make  him  full  fone  her  iV^nd?  to  b^^ 
So  large  of  yeftes  and  wiiic  wa*  (hc^ 
Therfore  (he  Aode  in  Ipvq  ^o4  gr^ce   • 
Of  riche  and  pore  in  cxm  plae^ 

A  full  grete  fole  U  he  irwls 
That  niche,  and  pq^^and  9i|picd-i4f 
A  lorde  male  have  no  manir  vice 
ThAt  grevith  more  than  awicc ;  . 
Fdrnigarde  ncr  with  (Ircngth  of  ^de 
Male  winne  him  grete  lordfiiipe.  07  Ivkdi^ 
For  frendis  all  to  fewQ  hadi  he 
To  doen  his  will  perfocmtd  be ; 
And  whofo  woU  have  frcndikl^cre 
He  male  not  holde  his  trc^buc  dcrc  ; 
For  by  eniample  tell  I  t^s,^ 
Right  as  an  adamant  i^wia 
Can  drawin  ^o  him  fubtiUy 
The  iron  that  is  laied  therby-. 
So  drawith  folkis  herte#  i»wi# 
Silvir  and  golde  that  yevin  is. 

Largeflie  had  on  a  rob^  £re(h9 
Of  riche  purpure  &rlini(he : 
Well  formid  was  her  f»ce  and  clerCf 
And  opened  had  (he  her  colere, 
For  (he  right  th^e  had  ii\  prefent 
Unto  a  lady  mad^  preiient 
Of  a  gold  broche  ful  wel  yvtought,| 
And  certis  it  midaUs  her  n^ught^ 
For  through  her  (inockc  ywvoughtwit}i(Uk« 
The  (le(he  was  fen^  as  virhitc  U  mijkc^ 


It* 
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Largefle,  that  worthy  was  and  wife, 
Helde  by  the  honde  a  knight  of  prife 
Was  fibbe  to  Arthour  of  Bretcigne, 
And  that  was  he  that  bare  the'  enfeigne 
Of  woHhip  and  the  gonfannoon ; 
And  yet  he  is  of  fuche  renoun 
That  menne  of  him  fay  faire  tfunget 
Before  barons,  and  erics,  and  kinges. 

This  knight  was  comin  al  newly ' 
Fro  tourneying  there  faftd  by, 
VThere  he  had  done  grctc  chivalry 
Through  his  vcrtue  and  his  maiftrie. 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lemman   • 
He  cafte  doune  many  a  doughty  man. 

And  next  him  daundd  Dame  Franchile, 
Arayid  in  ful  noble  gife  : 
She  n*as  not  broune  ne  donne  of  hewe, 
But  white  as  fnowe  ifallin  newe ; 
Her  Dofe  was  wrought  at  point  derife, 
For  it  was  gentill  and  trctife; 
"With  eyin  glad,  apd  browis  bent ; 
Her  here  doune  to  her  helis  went ; 
And  ihe  wak  iimple*  as  dove  on  tre ; 
Ful  dcbonaire  of  hett  was  (he. 

She  durftc  neither  fay  ne  do 
But  that  that  hir  belongith  to ; 
And  if  a  manne  were  in  diiVrefle, 
And  for  her  love  in  hevhieflc, 
Her  hert  would  have  full  gretc  pite. 
She  was  fo  amiable  and  fire ; 
For  were  a  manne  for  her  belladde 
She  wouldc  Wen  right  fore  a  dradde 
That  fhe  did  ovir  gret  outrage ; 
But  flic  him  holpc  his  harme  t'afwigc 
Her  thought  It  all  a  vilanie : 
And  flie  had  on  a  fuckinr 
That  not  of  hcmp^  herdls  was. 
So  faire  was  non  in  all  Arras ; 
Lorde  !  it  was  riddcled  fetifly ; 
There  ne  was  riot  a  point  tnicly 
That  it  n'as  in  his  right  affife : 
Ful  wel  tclothid  was  Fraunchife, 
For  there  n'i$  no  clothe  fitteth  bettc 
On  damofellthtm  doth  rokette; 
A  woman  wel  more  fctife  is  . 
In  rokette  than  in  cote  i-wi«| 
The  white  rokette  riddilid  faire 
JBetokenitb  that  full  dcbonaire 
And  fwete  was  flie  that  it  ybere. 

By  her  dauncid  a  bachelere,  , 

1  can  not  tclV  you  what  he  hight, 
But  faire  he  was  andiif  gode  hight, 
Al  had  he  ben,  I  faie  no  more. 
The  lord'is  fonne  of  Wind^lbre, 

And  next  that  dauncid  Cuitify, 
That  preifed  was  of  lowe  and  hie, 
For  ncthir  pr«ude  ne  fole  was  flie ; 
She  for  to  daunce  qillidme; 
I  praie  God  g^vc  to  hct  gode  grace ! 
For  whan  1  come  firft  to  the  place 
She  n*a8  not  nice  ne  outrageous, 
]|3ut  wife  fud  ware,  and  vertuous. 
Of  faire  fpcche,  and  of  faire  anfwere  j 
yf^  fievir  wight  miifftide  of  here ; 


She  bare  no  rancour  to  no  wi^t ; 
Clere  broune  flie  was,  and  therto  briglit 
•Of  face,  and  body  avenaunt ; 
I  wotte  no  lady  fo  plefaunt : 
She  werin  worthy  for  to  bene 
An  empcrefle  or  crounid  quene. 

And  by  her  went  a  knight  daundn^ 
That  worthy  was  and  wel  fpeking. 
And  fill  wel  coude  he  don  honour  : 
The  knight  was  faire  and  fUffe  in  fUmr, 
And  in  armnre  a  femely  man. 
And  wel  beloved  of  his  lemman. 

Faire  Idilnefle  than  nexte  faugh  I, 
That  alway  was  ma  fafti  by  : 
Of  her  have  I  withoutin  faule 
Tolde  you  the  ihape  and  appareile. 
For,  (as  I  faid)  lo !  that  was  ihe 
That  did  to  me  fo  grcte  bounte  j 
She  me  the  gate  of  that  gardin 
Undid,  and  Ut  me  paflin  in. 
And  aftir  dauncid,  as  I  gefle. 

And  flie  fulfilled  ofluflinefTd 
That  n'as  not  yet  twelve  yere  of  age. 
With  herte  wildc  and  thought  volage  : 
Nice  fhe  ywas,  but  fhe  ne  mente 
None  harme  ne  fleight  in  her  entente. 
But  onely  luftc  andjolite, 
(For  yong^  folke,  wel  wetin  ye. 
Have  litUl  thought  but  on  ther  play :) 
Her  lemman  was  beflde  alway 
In  fuche  a  ^ift  that  he  her  kiSte 
At  allc  timis  that  him  lifte. 
That  al  the  daunc^  might  it  fe ; 
They  make  no  force  of  privite. 
For  who  fpake  of  *hem  ill  or  welc 
Thci  were  afhamid  ncre  a  dele, 
But  men  might  fene  *hem  kifle  there 
As  though  it  two  yonge  dovis  were ; 
For  yonge  was  thilk*  bachilere. 
Of  beute  wot  I  non  his  perc, 
And  he  was  right  of  fuche  an  age 
As  youthe  his  Icfc,  and  fuche  corage. 

The  lufly  folke  that  dauncid  there. 
And  alfo*  othir  that  with  *hem  were, 
Ihat  werin  all  of  ther  meine, 
Ful  hend^  folke,  both  wife  and  fre, 
And  folk*  of  faire  porte  trucly, 
Tkere  werin  all^  cominly. 

Vhan  I  had  fene  the  countenaunces 
Of  t^em  that  laddin  thus  thefe  daunces^ 
Than  had  I  will  to  go  and  fe 
The  nrdin  that  fo.  likid  m% 
And  loUn  on  thefe  faire  laureres. 
On  pine  trees,  cedrcs,  oliveres. 
The  dautcis  than  endid  ywere. 
For  many'  of  ^hem  that  dauncid  there 
Were  with  ther  lovis  went  away, 
Undir  the  tepees  to  have  ther  play. 


A  lorde  thei  Svid  luflily ! 

A  grete  fole  were  he  fikirly 

That  n*olde  his  thankes  fuche  fifle  to  ledcj 

For  this  d^  I  lainc  out  of  dredci 
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That  who  fo  might  fo  well  jhre 
For  bettir  life  dorft  hin  not  care. 
For  there  n'it  fo  gode  paradife 
At  to*  haye  a  \ort  at  his  derife* 
Oat  of  that  place  went  I  tho. 
And  in  that  gardin  gan  I  go, 
Flaying  along  foil  merily. 

The  god  of  Loye  full  hafUly 
Unto  him  Swete  Loking  yclept ; 
No  lengir  wpidd  he  that  flie  kept 
Hit  bowe  of  gold  that  flione  fo  bright ; 
He  haddin  him  bent  anon  right. 
And  he  fall  fon2  fet  an  ende, 
And  at  a  braide  he  gan  it  bende. 
And  toke  him  of  hit  arovves  five 
Fai  iharpe  and  redy  for  to  drive. 

Now  God  that  fitteth  in  majefte 
Fro  dedly  woundit  ht  kepe  me 
If  fo  be  that  he  had  me  ihete. 
For  if  I  with  hit  arowe  mete 
It  had  me  grerid  fore  i-wit ; 
Bat  I,  that  nothing  wift  of  thii, 
Went  up  and  doonc  fill  many*  awiie^ 
And  he  me  folowed  iaik  thu^e ; 
But  no  where  woold  I  reft^  me 
Til'  I  had  in  all  the  gardin  be. 


The  gardin  was  by  mefnring 

Right  even*  and  fqoare  in  compaffing ; 

It  at  longe  was  as  it  wat  large ; 

Of  firoite  had  every  tre  hit  charge 

But  it  were  any  hidout  tre, 

Of  whtdie  there  werin  two  or  thre.    . 

There  were  (and  that  wote  I  foil  wde) 
Of  pomgranetts  a  fall  grete  dele. 
That  it  a  frate  fnl  wel  to  like, 
Kamcly  to  foQ^e  m  ban  thei  ben  fike ; 
And  trees  there  werin  grete  fotfon 
That  bcrin  nottet  in  ther  fefon, 
Sadie  as  mennc  Nntemiggit  ycall. 
That  fote  of  iavoar  ben  withaU, 
Andof  almandrit  grete  plente, 
Figgit,  and  many  a  date  tre. 
There  werin,  if  that  meime  had  nede. 
Through  the  gardin  in  length  and  brede* 

There  was  eke  wexing  many'  a  fpice. 
As  dowe,  gilofre,  and  licorice, 
Gingiber,  and  gretn  de  Paris, 
Canell,  and  (ietewale  of  pris. 
And  many'  a  fpice  deUtable 
To  etin  wh^  men  rife  fro  table. 

And  many  homdy  trees  chere  were 
That  peches,  coino,  and  apples,  here, 
Mcdiers,  plommis,  peris,  chefbeinis, 
Cheriie,  of  wludie  many  one  fune  is^ 
Nods,  and  aleis,  and  bolas. 
That  ft^r  to  fene  it  was  folas, 
With  many  high  lanrer  and  pine. 
Was  rengid  dene  all  that  gardine 
With  dprit,  and  with  oliveris. 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plenty  here  is. 

Ther  werin  elmiA  grete  and  ftrong^ 
Bfa^la^  afliei  oke^  afpe,  phMiii  long. 


Fine  ewe,  popkr^  and  lindis  fare, 
And  othir  trees  fioU  many*  a  paire. 

What  ihoald  I  tell  yoa  more  of  it  f 
There  werin  fo  many  trees  yet 
That  1  (hould  al  encombrid  be 
£r  I  had  rekenid  every  tre. 

Thefe  trees  were  fet,  that  I  devife^ 
One  from  an  othir  in  dfife 
Five  fadomc  or  fixe,  I  trowe  fo ; 
But  they  were  hie  and  gret  alfo. 
And  for  to  kepe  out  wel  the  funse 
The  croppis  were  fo  thicke  ironne, 
And  every  braunche  in  othir  knitte, 
And  ful  of  gren2  levis  fitte, 
That  fann^  might  there  none  difcende 
Left  that  the  tendlr  grailis  fliende. 
There  might  men  docs  and  roes  ife. 
And  of  fquirelt  ful  grete  plente 
From  bow  to  bow  adwaie  leping; 
Connis  there  were  alfo  playing. 
That  comin  out  of  ther  dapers. 
Of  fondry  colours  and  makers. 
And  madin  many*  a  tourneying 
Upon  the  frelh^  grafle  fpringing. 

In  pbcis  fawe  1  wellis  there 
In  whichi  there  no  froggis  were. 
And  faire  in  ihadowe  was  eche  wd  f 
But  I  ne  can  the  nombre  tel 
Of  ftremis  Imal  that  by  devife 
Mirth  had  done  come  thorough  condilc. 
Of  whiche  the  watir  in  renning 
Gan  maUn  a  noife  ful  liking. 

About  the  brinkis  of  thefe  wdlts. 
And  by  the  ftremes  ovir  al  ellis, 
Sprange  up  the  graffe,  as  thicke  ifct 
And  ioh  eke  as  any  velvet. 
On  which  men  might  his  lenmien  lay. 
As  on  a  fethirbed  to  pley. 
For  the  erth  was  ful  fofte  and  fwete  ; 
Thorough  the  moifture  of  the  wd  wete 
Sprong  up  the  foti  greni  gras 
As  faire,  as  thicke,  as  mifter  was  ; 
But  moche  amended  it  the  place 
That  the  erth  was  of  fuche  a  grace 
That  it  of  flouris  hath  plente 
That  both  in  fomre'a  nd  wintir  be. 

There  fprange  the  violet  al  newe. 
And  freihe  pervinke  riche  of  hewe. 
And  flouris  yelowe,  white,  and  rede ; 
Suche  plente  grewe  there  ner  in  mede  : 
Ful  gaie  was  al  the  grounde  and  qudnt^ 
And  poudrid  as  men  had  it  peint. 
With  many*  a  freihc  and  fondry  floore. 
That  caftin  op  ful  gode  favour. 

I  wol  not  longe  bold  you  in  fable 
Of  al  this  gardin  diledable; 
I  mote  my  tong2  ftinten  nede. 
For  I  ne  male  withoutin  drede 
Naught  tcllin  yoi)  the  beutie  all, 
Ne  halfe  the  bounte,  there  withaU. 

I  went  on  right  honde  and  on  lefte 
About  the  place ;  it  was  not  lefte 
Till  1  had  dl  the  gardin  bene 
In  the  eftris  that  qica  au^ht  lcae« 
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And  thuf  while  I  went  In  aiy  pktyc 
The  god  of  Lotc  um  lelowed  tjt^ 
Sight  as  an  hu»tar  can  abt4e 
The  beile  till  he  feith  hW  tide 
To  (hote  at  godene0«  to  the  dere^ 
Vhan  that  lum  nedith  g»  n*  Bcve. 

And  fo  befil  I  r«ftid  mt 
Bciides  a  wel  undir  a  tre» 
Whiche  tre  in  Fr'SMiflcc  men  cat  a  Piaci 
But  fince  the  time  «f  King  Pepiae 
Ne  grewe  there  Ire  m  aaanB^a  figfat 
So  faire,  ne  fo  wel  woie  in  higjit; 
In  all  that  yardr  (6  high  wat  none  | 
And  fpringing  in  a  marUc  ftoae 
Had  nature  fet,  the  fothe  to  tdl^ 
Under  that  pine  tr»  a  t(r«0« 
And  on  the  bordir  al  wMmvi 
Was  written  in  the  ftotte  idnot 
Letteris  (mal,  that  iatdin  tlnrt. 
Here  whilome  (buis  faire  Narciilbl^ 

NardfTut  was  a  btchikve 
That  Love  had  caught  m  hi»  ^— gwt, 
And  in  his  nette  gan  him  fo  ftiaine. 
And  did  him  fo  to  wcpe  aad  pkriney 
That  nede  him  muft  his  life  fergo 
For  a  fair  lady  hight  Bcho 
Him  loTcd  over  any  crcMvc, 
And  gan  for  him  fuche  paifre  eadUfVy- 
That  on  a  timi  (be  bin  tolda 
That  if  he  htt  ne  lorm  wddo 
That  her  bchovid  nedls  die  9 
There  lair  none  othir  rennedk. 

But  nath^leCTc  for  his  hoattM 
So  feirs  and  dangeroiui  w«t  be^ 
That  he  n*oldc  graoDtitt  bfcr  UdDBg 
for  wepingne  for  faire  pnrying. 

And  when,  Am  henir  kim  Tiverne  her  la 
She  had  in  bert  fo  grct^  vm^ 
And  toke  it  in  fogtfete  dil^e^ 
That  ibe  witknatja.  mote  relpite 
Was  dede  anon ;  but  cro  Am  dicdt 
Ful  piteouily  to  0*d  fhe  prtide 
That  the  proude  hcvtid  mrtii^ 
That  was  in  lo^f«:  Id  dauagevous, 
Might  on  a  day  ben  kunptmd  6n 
For  loTc,  and  bono  i»  hote  fop  w»y 
That  ner  he  mi^  to  jd*b  snahw, 
Than  (bonld  he  foks  in  e-Hfft^iitas 
What  forow  tvoeltffvrifiMWn 
That  ben  viUnaooily  foorfolaw 


This  prayir  wwi^C  refo«sA}1«, 
Thcrfore  God  helde  it  fomie  imd  ftuMe, 
For  Narciflut,  (iMftlfto  telJ» 
By  ayenture  came  to  thbt  well 
To  reft  him  in  the  ihaddwing 
O  day  when  he  camefftjm  hmitl«|^. 
This  NarciiTus  h^l\JffKd  p«ihe#, 
For  rennwg  all  iii*f^''t)fr  pUia«!l(« 
And  was  for  tlWMrfV  in  gWfatc  dlftreft- 
Of  hertc,  and  of  Ms  wertneiTe', 
That  had  his  brethe  alm<rft  beiiom«n. 
Whan  he  was  to  th«t  Mflicvmech- 


That  ihadowed  wat  with  bradnchtt  grtee^ 

He  thought  of  thilM  watir  fiierte 

To  drinke,  and  freibe  him  wele  wifhifl^ 

And  doune  on  kneet  he  fta*  to  faH» 

And  forth  his  necke  an^  bed  ovcftranght; 

To  drinkin  of  that  weU  a  draaghtf 

And  in  the  watre*  anone  Was  fefie 

His  nofe,  his  mouthef»  his  e^*,  fodid^ 

And  he  thcrof  was  aU  abafoed^ 

His  owne  (badowe  h*d  him  betrifliedi 

For  wel  wende  he  the  fenne  to  fd 

Of  a  childe  of  full  grete  bcMtte  : 

Full  well  couth  Love  him  wf^d  dw 

Of  daungir  and  of  prMe  aUo 

That  Narciifus  fomchne  him  hctci 

He  quite  him  well  hit  gcicrd«n  dnrrd; 

For  he  mufid  fo  in  the  weU 

That  (bortily,  the  fotlK  t^  ifcHy 

He  lovid  his  owne  (hainwt  for 

That  at  the  Uft  he  ftarfofor  worf . 

For  whan  be  (awe  that  ha  hia  will 

Might  in  no  manir  way  liin,^ 

And  that  he  wm  fo  foftd  oaogfai 

That  he  him  couthd  oOHifortAAglie; 

He  loft  his  witte  riglH  hi  that  ^laoe; 

And  deide  within  a  UilUlfMa ; 

And  thus  his  warifon  he  tokc 

For  the  lady  that  he  forfoke. 

Ladies,  I  praie  enfamfk  takeilr» 
Ye  that  ayenik  y«i«r  kyrc  Muftabstb^ 
If  of  ther  deth  you  be  to  wkv 
Good  can  ful  wclywit  wil^  tjAite. 

Whan  this  lerur,  of  whiche  \tclij 
Had  taught  me  that  it  w«9  tht  weU 
Of  Narci«i(»ln  hb  beam^ 
1  gan  anon  withdraw^  me 
TVhen  it  fell  in  my  raridmhiwincq 
That  him  betide  ftlch*  a  arifofamivco  i 
But  at  the  lafte  tfaitsdntoghtflr  I 
That  fcath^lefle  full  fiokirty 
I  might  unto  the  Wdi^  gv, 
Wherof(buUIabaftiin(b^ 
Unto  the  welle  than  wetft  1*  aw> 
And  doune  I  loutid  for  to  fe 
The  clcti  wati^  in  thv  ftonoy 
And  eke  the  gMwel,  Wfudrie  thil  tkKmd 
Doune  in  th*  boton>  8r#it«  ia«V 
For  of  the  welle  thia  itthe  Hm^^ 
In  world  is  none  fo  cUm  df  hl»wci; 
The  watre  is  ever  freih  asd  »cWe;- 
That  wclmith  up  with  Wl^rts  hrigfat? 
The  mountenaunce  of  twtt'  fl«^ir  higliy 
About  it  is  the  grair(^Hfigftir 
For  moifte  fo  tfaitke  an*  wM IMir 
I  hat  it  ne  may  i»  Wiotirdlv 
Ho  more  than  tmf  the  lev  b«^  drte»' 


Doune  at  the  bototMt  leel(f#e'T 
Two  criftal  ftonif  drtfWIy; 
In  thilko  frelhc  and  ftfh<»w^l'{' 
But  o  thinge  Mi^  dtftf  I  t^t 
That  ye  wolk  hoMe  a  g#ct< Klrrva^ 
Wliau  it  i^  tolde  wkhoMltii  Sritei 
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Tor  ^han  the  fuim^  cltrc  m  fight 
Caft  ID  that  weHc  his  bcmia  bright^ 
And  that  the  hete  defceodid  is. 
Than  taketh  the  ciiiUU  flonc  i-^'U 
Againe  the  fuono  ao  ktMidrid  hewii, 
Blewe,  yelow,  red,  that  £rcih  ami  new  ii, 
Yet  hath  the  mervaUoua  criiUU 
Suche  ftreogth  that  the  piace  oWr  aU» 
Both  foule  and  tre,ao4  levii  grcae. 
And  ail  the  yerde,  ia  it  i*  feoc  ; 
And  for  to  don  you  to*  midirilonde 
To  make  enfample  wol  L  fioade  ; 
Right  as  a  Bunour  •pioly 
Shewxth  al  thing  that  ftoodetk  therehx» 
As  well  the  colour  as  figuve^ 
Wtthoutin  any  o^vlcture,. 
Right  to  the.  csiiUll  ilcoc  (biBa9g» 
Wtthoutin  any  difceving^ 
The  entrees  of  the  yenie  accofeth 
To  him  that  in  the  watir  mitfeth^ 
For  erir  in  vhkht  batfe  ye  he 
Ye  may  wclc  balk  the  g^cdiae  ie« 
And  if  ye  tame  ye  mag  sigh^wele 
Scne  the  rem^  naont  eveff  dele. 
For  there  is  acne  fo  litil  tfaisg 
So  hid  ne  clofin  with  (hiosg 
That  it  n*i8  fene,  as  thwigh  k  nwio 
Ypainted  in  the  criftaU  4ie«a» 
This  b  the  mirroor  peolkia 
In  whicbe  the  proude  Ma»CfCtft 
Sey  al  his  faire  faise  fi»  b«ifht 
That  made  him  QA  to  ke  upright. 
For  who  fo  loke  io  that  nurnour 
There  may  nothing  ben  hifriiQaMir 
That  he  ne  ihaltibere  U  iomtking 
'lliat  fbal  him  lede  ioo»  laugkin^ : 
Fal  many*  a  worthy  men  hath  it 
Yblent,  for  folke  of  greiiit  wit 
Ben  fone  y  caught  here  and  ywaitcd ; 
Withouten  refpite  ken  they  baiAcd  : 
Here  comith  to  foike  of  mav*€  ra^,. 
Here  chaongith  many  wight  c«u»fc^ 
Here  lithe  no  rede  ne  witte  tkecttw 
For  Venus  fonne,  pan  Qaftio^ 
Hath  fowin  there  of  lovo  tke  £edff» 
That  helpe  a«  lithe  there  non  ne  rede» 
^o  cerclith  it  the  weUe  ab^ui;, 
His  ginnis  hath  he  i«t  ipithiMit* 
Right  for  to  catchc  in  hi^  pantert 
Thefe  damofels  and  bachilcis; 
JLoTe  will  none  «lhir  Iiisdi«cac«hc 
Though  he  fet  eithic  netts^or  latcke  ; 
And  for  the  fede  that  heve  waniiiWen 
This  welle  isclepe^  a»wcU  i»lm«w<», 
The  Welle  of  JLeve  of  repy  ri^ht, . 
Of  whicbe  tkete  kelh  £al  aM»y  wight 
Spokin  in  bokis  divesfeiy  ^ 
But  thei  (hul  ne«  fa^iily 
Difcrif  cjon  of  the  wcH/b  here^* 
Ke  eke  the  fothe  of  this  mateoe^ 
As  ye  ihul  whan  I  haveuada 
The  crafte  that  hue  bekogilh  te. 


Alway  me  likid  for  to  dwell 

To  fene  the  chriflall  in  the  welly 

I'bat  {bewid  mc  ful  opinly 

A  ^oufande  thingis  uilc  by  ; 

But  1  may  faie  in  fory  honre 

Stode  I  to  lokin  or  to  poure, 

For  llthin  I  fore  have  yiUud 

That  mirrour  hath  mc  now  cntrikcd  ; 

But  had  I  firfl  knowen  in  my  wit 

The  vertu  and  (bengthis  of  it, 

I  n*old^  not  have  muiid  there; 

Me  had  bettir  ben  ellis-where» 

For  in  the  Ihare  I  fell  anone 

That  had  bitrefhid  many  one. 

In  thilkd  mirrour  iawe  I  tho. 
Among  a  thoufande  thingis  mo, 
A  rofir  chargid  ful  of  rolls. 
That  with  an  hedge  aboute  endoied  ii» 
Tho  had  I  fuche  luft  and  envie. 
That  for  Paris  ne  for  Pavie 
N'olde  I  have  le£t  to  gone  and  (e 
There  gretiil  hepe  of  rofis  be. 
Whan  1  was  with  this  rage  yhente» 
That  caught  hath  many'  a  man  and  (hcnfis« 
Towarde  the  rofir  g^  I  go» 
And  whan  I  was  not  ferre  theie  fro 
The  favour  of  the  loiis  (bte 
Me  (mote  right  to  the  hert£  rote. 
As  I  had  all  enbaumid  me  ^ 
And  if  1  n*ad  endoutkl  me 
To  have  ben  hatid  or  ailailed 
My  thankis  wel  1  not  have  faulcd 
To  pull  a  Rofe  of  al  that  route 
To  bcrin  in  mine  hoadc  aboute, 
And^bneUio  to  it  where  I  went ; 
But  er  1  dreddc  ase  to  r^ent, 
And  lefle  it  grevid  or  foithoi^gh^ 
The  lorde  that  thiUkA  gardin  wrougkt. 
Of  rofis  there  werin  g^ete  wene. 
So  faire  werin  nevir  in  Rone  ; 
Of  knoppis  clofe  fome  Sxwe  I  there^ 
And  fome  wel  bettir  wexin  were. 
And  fome  there  ben  of  othir  moifon. 
That  drowe  nigh  to  ther  fcibn. 
And  fpedde  *hcm  i»(ki  Car  to  fpreddc  ; 
1  love  wel  fncke  rofiatrcddt. 
For  brode  rofis  and  opeu*  alfo 
Ben  paflid  in  a  daicor  two. 
But  knoppis  wo^iin  freih^  be 
Two  daies  al  left  or  eUis  thre  : 
The  knoppis  gsetely  Ukid  me, 
For  fairir  nuie  there  no  nmn  ie; 
Who  fo  might  bavin  one  of  all 
It  ought  him  ben  f^  left  withall : 
Might  I  garlonde  of  'hem  gectca 
For  no  richefle  I  wolde  it  letten* 

Amonges  the  knofpis  I  cheie  o^*- 
So  faire,  that  of  the  reme&auot  none 
Ne  preife  1  halfe  fo  w«)  a^  it 
Whan  I  avifin  if  my  wit ; 
It  fo  wel  was  enhuiuaid 
With  colour  red,  at  well  fiold 
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As  Nature  couth  it  makin  faire. 

And  it  hath  levis  Wcl  fourc  paire, 

That  Kind  hath  (et  through  his  knowing ; 

Aboute  the  redde  roiis  fpringing 

Thr  ftalke  ywas  as  riflid  right, 

And  theron  (lode  the  knoppe  upright. 

That  it  ne  bowed  upon  no  fide ; 

The  fotd  fmell  yfprong  fo  wide 

That  it  died  al  the  pbce  aboute  : 

Whan  I  had  iineUed  the  favour  Tote 

Mo  will  had  1  fro  thence  yet  go, 

But  fomdele  nere  it  went  I  tho 

To  take  it,  but  mine  honde  for  drede 

Ne  durft  1  to  the  Rofd  bede 

For  thifteles  iharpe  of  many  maners, 

Mctlis,  thomis,  and  hokid  briers. 

For  muche  they  diftourblid  me. 

For  fore  I  dradde  to  hirmid  be. 


The  god  of  Love,  with  bowe  ybeirt. 

That  al  daie  fet  had  his  talent 

To  purfue  and  to  fpyin  me. 

Was  ftondin  by  a  figge  tre. 

And  whan  he  fawe  how  that  I 

Had  chofin  fo  ententifely 

The  bothum  more  unto  my  pay 

Than  any  othir  that  I  fay, 

He  toke  an  arowe  (harpely  whettc, 

And  in  his  bowe  when  it  was  fctte 

He  {freight  up  to  his  ere  ydrough 

The  ftronge  bowe  that  was  fo  tough. 

And  ihotte  at  me  fo  wondir  foierte 

That  through  mine  eye  unto  mine  hcrtc 

The  takil  imote,and  depe  it  wente^ 

And  therwith  al  fuch  colde  me  heme 

That  undir  clothis  wmrme  and  fofte 

Sin  iliat  day  \  kaye  chivered  ofte. 

Whan  1  was  hurte  thus  in  ftounde 
I  fell  doune  plat  unto  the  grounde, 
Mine  herte  failid  and  faintid  tie, 
Andlonge  time  infwoune  I  laie; 
But  whsui  I  came  out  of  fwouning, 
And  hadde  my  witte  and  my  fcling, 
I  was  all  mate,  and  wende  full  wele 
Of  blode  t*  have  lome  a  full  grete  dck^ 
But  certes  th*  arowe  that  in  me  ftode 
Of  me  ne  drewe  no  droppe  of  blode; 
For  why  ?  I  founde  my  woundes  all  dric. 

Than  toke  I  with  mine  hondis  tweie 
The  'arowe,  and  full  faft  it  out  plight. 
And  in  the  pulling  fore  I  fight ; 
So  at  the  laft  the  &aft  of  tre 
1  drpugh  out  with  the  fethirs  thre, 
But  yet  the  hokid  hedde  i-wis, 
The  whiche  Bcaute  ycallid  is, 
Gan  fo  depe  in  mine  herte  pace 
That  I  it  ne  might  not  arace. 
But  in  mine  hertd  ftill  it  ftode. 
All  bledde  I  not  a  droppe  of  blode  : 
I  was  bothe  anguilhous  and  trouble 
For  the  peril!  that  I  fawe  double  i 
I  ne  wift  what  to  faie  or  doe, 
^e  get  a  Icche  my  wouadis  to> 


For  neither  thorough  gralTe  ne  rate 
Me  had  I  helpc  of  hope  ne  bote. 
But  to  the  bothum  evir  mo 
Mine  herte  drewe,  for  all  my  wo 
My  thought  was  in  none  ochir  thing,' 
For  had  it  ben  in  my  kepiog 
It  would  have  brought  my  Ufe  agaifl. 
For  certis  evenly,  I  dare  fain. 
The  fight  onely  and  the  favour 
Aleggid  moche  of  my  languor. 

Than  gan  I  for  tq^draii^d  me 
Toward  the  bothum  faire  to  fe. 
And  Love  had  gette  him  in  this  throwe 
An  othir  arowe  into*  bis  bowe, 
And  for  to  fliotin  gan  him  drefle  ; 
The  arowes  name  was  Simplenetfe  : 
And  whan  that  Love  gan  nigh  me  nere 
He  drowe  it  up  withoutin  were. 
And  (bote  at  me  with  all  his  might. 
So  that  this  arowe  anone  right 
Throughout  mine  eigh,  as  it  was  founde,' 
Into  nune  herte  hath  niade  a  woonde  : 
Than  I  anone  did  all  my  craft 
For  to  ydrawin  out  the  flnf^' 
And  therewithall  I  fighid  eft; 
But  in  mine  hert  the  hedde  vras  lef^ 
Whiche  aie  enerefid  my  defire ; 
Unto  the  bothum  drewe  I  nere,- 
And  evirmo  that  me  was  wo 
The  more  defire  haid  I  to  go 
Unto  the  rofir,  where  that  grcwe 
The  frefhe  bothom  fo  bright  of  hewe  r 
Bettir  me  were  to*  have  lettin  be. 
But  it  behovid  dedis  me 
To  doen  right  as  mine  hertd  badde. 
For  er  the  body  muft  be  laddei 
Aftir  the  herte  in  wele  and  wo. 
Of  force  togithir  thei  Ihuft  go ; 
But  nevir  this  afchir  would  fine 
To  fliote  at  me  with  all  his  pine. 
And  for  to  make  me  to  him  mete. 

The  thirde  arowe  he  gan  to  ihete/ 
Whan  beft  his  time  he  might  efpie. 
The  whiche  vras  namid  Curtifie, 
Into  mine  herte  he  did  avale  : 
A  fwoime  1  fell  bothe  dedde  atfd  pale 
Long  time  I  laie,  and  fUrid  nought 
Till  I  abraiedjout  of  my  thought. 
And  fafte  than  I  avifid  me 
To  drawin  out  the  fluft  of  tre  ^ 
But  aye  the  hedde  was  lefte  behinde 
For  ought  I  couth^  pull  or  winde; 
So  fore  it  fticked  whan  I  was  hie 
That  by  no  crafte  I  miffht  it  flit. 
But  anguilhous  and  full  of  thought 
I  felt  foche  wo  my  wounde  ^e  wrought,. 
That  fomoned  me  alwaie  to  go 
Toward  the  Roie  that  plcfed  me  foj 
But  I  ne  durft  in  no  manere, 
Becaufe  the  archir  was  fo  nere. 

For  evirmore  gladly*,  as  I  rede. 
Brent  child  of  fire  hath  mochil  drede  : 
And  certis  yet  for  all  my  pein 
Though  that  I  figh,  yet  arowis  rein. 


THE  ROBIACRT  Or  THE  ROSE. 


•«> 


Aad  grotind  qnal^cHs,  (harpe  of  ftel«, 
Ke  for  no  pain  that  1  might  fele, 
Yet  might  I  not  my  felf  with  hold 
The  faiSr^  rofir  to  behold. 
For  Love  me  jave  feche  hardiment 
For  to  fulfill  hi$  commamidefnent'-; 
Upon  my  fete  I  rofe  up  than 
Feble  as  a  forwoonded  man$ 
And  forthe  to  goh  my  might  I  fef. 
And  for  the  archir  n*olde  I  let  : 
Tt>ward  the  roflr  faft  I  drowc. 
Bat  thornis  (harpe  mo  than  inow 
There  were,  and  alfothift^let  thicke^ 
And  breria  brinmii  for  to  pricke, 
That  I  ne  might  fgcttin  grace 
Through  the  rough  thornis  for  to  pace 
To  fene  the  rofit  irelhe  of  hewe ; 
I  muft  abide  though  it  me  rcwe  : 
l*hc  hedge  about  (b  thicke  was. 
That  cIoShI  the  rofis.in  compat. 

But  o  thing  likid  me  right  wele, 
I  was  fo  nigh  that  I  might  fe!e 
Of  the  bothom  the  fote  odour. 
And  alio  fe  the  frelhe  colonre. 
And  that  right  gretely  b*kid  me 
That  I  fo  nere  mightui  it  fe ; 
Soche  joie  anoo  thai^of  had  1 
That  I  forg^  my  malidy ; 
To  tent  it  I  had  (bche  delite 
Of  woe  and  angre*  I  waa  all  qciitf , 
And  of  my  wounded  that  I  hiid  thofe* 
For  nothing  likin  me  might  more 
Than  dweUici  by  the  roiU'  aie. 
And  thens  nerir  to  pafle  awaie  : 
But  whan  a  while  I  had  be  thare 
The  god  of  lrf>v^,  whldie  all  to  (hare 
Mine  herte  with  hit  arowit  kene, 
CaHeth  him  to  yeVe  the  Woundh  grene ; 
He  (bote  at  me  full  haltilf 
An  arowe  namid  Companies 
The  which^  takil  is  fu&  ^e 
To  make  thefie  ladies  merciable ; 
Than  I  anon  gan  chaungin  hewe 
For  greraoncc  of  my  wounds  Dcwe, 
That  I  again  fell  in  fwouning. 
And  (ighid  fore  in  complaining. 

Sore  I  complained  that  my  fore 
On  me  gan  grcvin  more  and  more ; 
I  had  none  hope  of  allegiafice. 
So  nigh  I  drbwe  to  difp^raunce  i 
I  ne  nought  of  deth  ne  of  life, 
Whcthir  that  Love  ywould  me  drife  ; 
If  me  a  martir  wold  he  make 
1  might  his  powir  not  for&ke  : 
And  while  Ipr  angir  thus  I  wok^ 
The  god  of  l^ore  and  af  owe  toke 
Fnll  (harp  it  was  and  fuU  poinaunt. 
And  it  was  caUid  Faire  Semblaont, 
The  whiche  in  no  wife  would  confenC 
That  any  lover  him  repent 
To  Urwc  his  love  whh  herte  and  all 
For  any  pcrill  that  lAaie  fall  i 
But  though  this  arowe  was  kese  groundb 
Aa  any  n£or  that  h  fotmdc 
Vol.  I. 


To  cutte  and  kenrin  at  the  pointf  f 

The  god  of  Love  it  had  ahoint 

With  a  fiiU  precious  ointiiient. 

Some  dele  to  yeve  cleg^^ent 

Upon  the  woundis  that  he  hade 

Thorough  the  eye  in'  nfy  herfe  made. 

To  helpe  her  f9n»  and  to  cure. 

And  that  thei  maie  the  bette  indure ; 

But  yet  this  arowe  without  more 

Made  in  mine  herte  a  largd  fore, 

That  in  lull  gfrete  pain  1  abode. 

But  aie  the  ointment  went  abrode ; 

Throughout  my  woundis  large  and  wide 

It  fprede  about  in  every  fide^ 

Thorough  wkbfe  vertue  and  whofe  might 

Mine  hot^  joifuU  Waraod  Kght ; 

I  had  ben  dedde  and  all  to(hcnt 

But  for  the  j^ecious  ointment. 

The  (haft  I  drowe  out  of  the  arowe,  . 

Roking  for  wo  right  wondir  narowe. 

But  thehedde,whichethatmade  meln&ertf , 

I  left  behind^  in  mine  herte 

With  othir  fower,  I  dare  well  iaie. 

That  nevir  woUbe  toke  awaie$ 

But  the  ointment  halpi  me  wele. 

And  yet  foche  forotitre  did  I  fele, 

lliat  alld  daie  I  channgid  hewe 

Of  my  woundis  fo  frelhe  and  newe, 

As  men  might  fe  In  my  vifage  : 

The  arowes  were  fo  fall  of  tage. 

So  variaunt  of  divcHitc, 

That  men  in  evcriche  nxigfat  fe 

Both  grete  anoie  and  ekefwetnefle  f 

And  joie  ymeint  with  bittlme(re : 

How  were  tbei  efy  and  now  wode  $ 

In  them  I  felt  bothe  hanhe  and  godc^ 

Now  fore  without  allegg^ment. 

Now  foftining  with  the  ointment : 

It  foftenidhcre  Aid  prickid  there ;    . 

Thus  c(e  and  angir  wert  yfere. 


The  god  of  Ldvc  delivirly 

Came  lepande  to  me  haftily, 

And  (ayid  to  me  in  grete  jape, 

Yelde  the,  for  thou  maie  nut  cfcape, 

Maie  no  defence  availe  the  here, 

Therfore  I  rede  nUkt  no  daungert  i 

If  thou  wolt  yelde  the  ht(U)y 

Hiou  (halt  the  rathir  have  oierdef 

He  is  a  fol«  in  fikemefle 

That  with  dauttgi#  or  With  (tontneire 

Rebellith  there  that  he  (hould  ple£e ; 

In  foche  folie  is  little  efe  $ 

Be  meke  where  thou  itiflift  nedis  bowe; 

To  (bive  aycn  is  not  thy  prowe  : 

tome  at  onis,  and  haveldoe. 

For  I  wojlc  that  it  befe ; 

Than  yelde  the  here  debondiHy. 

And  I  anfwerid  full  humbly. 

All  gladly.  Sir,  at  your  bidding 

I  woll  me  yelde  in  alU  thing  : 

To  your  fervice  I  woll  me  take. 

For  Ood  defcDdc  (hat    (bonU  mak» 

I 


^  TtfE  RO 

Ayen  your  bid^ifigreTiftence ; 
I  woU  not  doeo  fo  grete  oficnce. 
For  if  I  did  it  were  no  (kill ; 
Ye  mate  do  with  me  what  ye  Will^ 
Or  fave  or  ijpiH^  and  aUb  Qo  \ 
Fro  you  in  do  wife  maf  I  go ; 
My  life,  my  dcth,  is  in  your  honde, 
}  maie  not  la^e  out  of  your  bondc  %. 
Plaine  at  your  Ufte  1  jeld^  may 
Hoping  in  hert  iliat  iomtime  ye 
Comforte  and  efe  ihuld  to  me  fcode. 
Or  els  Ihortly,  this  is  the  end<e, 
tVithoutin  belth  I  mote-  aie  dure  ^ 
But  if  ye  take  me  to  your  cure  : 
Comforte  or  helth  how  ihoki  I  have; 
Sithe  ye  me  hurte,  but  ye  may  faye  I 
The  helth  of  Love  mote  be  yfeunde 
Where  as  thei  tokin  firft  the  wo«nde  ;. 
And  if  ye  H|ie.  citait  to  ntake 
Your  prifoner,  I  woU  ifc  take 
Of  herte  and  will  fully  at  gre  :* 
Wholy  and  plaine  \  yeldc  me 
Withoutin  fein\ng  or  feintife. 
To  be  goremed  by  you  emprifc  i 
Of  you  I  here  fo  modiil  prife 
I  wol  ben  whole  at  your  devife 
For  to  fulfill  all  your  liking. 
And  to  repentiji  for  nothing, 
Roping  to^  have  yet  in  (onie  tide 
Merqr  of  that  that  I  abide  : 
And  with  that  covenaunt  yetde  (me»- 
Anon  ddune  kneling  on  my  kne,- 
Profiring  for  io  kiue  his  fete, 
]tut  for  nothioz  he  would  ms  lete  ; 

And  faid,  I  lore  the  both  and  preife, 
Sens  that  thine  anfwcre  doth  me  efe. 
For  thou  anfwercd  fo  curtifly; 
For  nowe  \  wote  well  nttitly 
That  thou  art  gentU  by  thy  fpeche, 
'  For  though  ^  man  ferre  woulde  feche^ 
He  fhould  not  findin  in  certaine 
No  fuche  anfwcre  of  no  vilaioe. 
For  fuch  a  worde  ne  mights  nought' 
lifue  out  of  a  vihtnes  thought : 
Thou  (halt  not  lelin  of  thy  fpcche. 
For  thy  helping  willin  1  eche 
And  eke  encrefin  that  T  maie  ; 
But  firft  I  woH  that  thou  obaie 
]^ully  for  thine  own  avauatage 
Anone  to  dd'  me  here  homage. 
And  iithin  kifle  thou  Ihalt  my  moutAe, 
Whiche  to  no  vilaine  was  ner  couthc 
For  to*  aproche  it  ne  for  to  touche  ; 
For  faufe  of  cherlis  I  ne  vtuche 
That  the!  ihal  aerir  neigh  it  nere ; 
For  curt^s  and  of  iaire  manere, 
Wei  taught  andfiil  of  gentily^ffe. 
He  muft  yben  that  ihall  me  kifle. 
And  alfo  of  fhl  highe  fraiinchife 
That  (hal  atteine  to  that  emprife. 

And  firft  of  o  thingwame  1  the^ 
That  paine  and  gret  i^verfite 
H^mot^  endure,  and  eke  traYaile, 
That  fiiftl  me  ferre  wkhoutin  £uk  ; 


MAUW  OF  THE   *.d'sA 

But  there  againft  the  to  comforflf/ 
And  with  thy  fcrvice.to  difporte,. 
Thou  maift  ful  glad  and  joyf uU  bC' 
So  gode  a  maifter  to*  have  as  me. 
And  lord^  of  fo  high  rcnoun ; 
I  here  of  l!x>ve  the  gonfenoun^ 
And  of  Curtifie  the  banere. 
For  I  am  of  felfe  the  manere, 
GentiH  and  curteis,  raeke  and  fre. 
That  who  evir  ententifc  be 
Me  to  honour,  re-doute,  and  ienre,^ 
And  alfo  that  he  him'  obferre 
Fro  trefpace  and  fro'  Tillanie, 
And  him  goveme  in  curtifie. 
With  will  and  with  enteocion  ; 
For  when  he  firft  in  my  prifon 
Is  caught,  than  muft  be  uttirly 
Fro  thennis-forth  fut  befily 
Vcaft  him  gentill  for  to  be, 
Yf  he  defire  helpe  of  me. 

Anone  withoutin  more  delaie, 
Withoutin  dauiigir  or  afiraie, 
I  become  his  vaflal  aaooe. 
And  gave  him  thankes  many  a  one^ 
And  knefid  doune  with  hoodis  joint. 
And  made  it  in  my  porte  iuU  queint :. 
The  joye  went  to  my  hcrt'is  rote 
Whan  I  had  kiflccl  his  niouthe  foiote;. 
I  had  fuche  mirth  and  fuch  liking 
It  curidmeoflasguifliing. 
He  aiked  of  me  than  hoftagcs ; 
I  have  fakin  fele  homages  • 
Of  one  and  othir  where  I*  have  bene, 
Diftreinid  oftc  withoutin  wenc  : 
Thefe  felons  ful  of  f^te 
Have  many  fithes  begilid  me. 
And  through  faUhcd  ther  kft  achired, 
Wherof  I.  repent  and  am  greved  : 
And  i  *hem  gcttee  in  my  daungere 
Ther  faUheed  ihul  thci  bie  ful  dcre  i 
But  for  I  love  the*  I  faie  the  ptaine 
I  WoU  of  the  be  more  certaine. 
For  the  fore  I  will  now  ybinde 
That  thou  awav  ne  ftialt  not  wiade 
For  to  denkn  thy  covenant 
Or  done  that  is  not  avenaunt : 
That  thou  were  lalfe  it  wcr  grctc  nitB, 
Sithe  thou  femift  ib  ful  of  truth. 
Sir,  if  the  lifte  to  nnderftaunde 
I  merveile  the*  alking  this  dem^unde  : 
For  why  or  wherfore  fttouTde  ye 
Hoftage  or  borowcs  alke  of  me. 
Or  any  othir  fikimcfle, 
Sithin  ye  wote  in  fothfaftnefle 
That  yc  me  have  furprifid  fb. 
And  whole  mine  herte  takin  me  ih>. 
That  it  woll  doe  for  me  nothing 
But  if  it  be  at  your  bidding  \ 
Mine  hert  isyoura,  and  mine  right  noughC/ 
As  it  behoveth,  in  dede  and  thought,  . 
Redy  in  all  to.  worche  your  will, 
Whethir  fo  toume  to  gode  or  ill ; 
So  fore  it  luftith  you  to  ple£e 
No  man  therof  maie  you  diief» 


TH^  ROMAtJNT 

.Vc  liate  Acron  fct  fochc  juftice 
That  it'is  werried  in  many  wHc ; 
And  if  ye  doubt  in  n'olde  obate 
Ye  maie  therof  do  make  a  kaie 
And  hold  it  wkh  you  for  hoflag^. 
Now,  certis,  this  i^  none  outra^. 
(  Quod  Love)  and  fuHy  I  accorde, 
For  of  the  body'  he  is  full  lordc 
That  hath  the  hert:  in  his  tteforc; 
Outrage  it  were  to  aikin  more. 


Tlian  of  his  anmener  he  drotigK 
A  little  keie  fetxfe  inough, 
Whiche  was  of  gold  poiifhed  dcre; 
And  {aied  to  me,  With  this  keie  here 
Thine  herte  to  me  now  woU  I  fhct^- 
For  all  thy  jbifuU  loke  and  knet 
X  binde  undir  this  little  keie. 
That  no  wight  -maie  cary  awaSe: 

This  keie  is  full  of  grctc  poft^. 
With  whiche  anone  he  touchid  m0 
tJndir  the  fide  full  fof tily. 
That  he  mine  herte  fodainly 
Without  any  doiite  hath  fo  fpered 
That  yet  right  nought  it  hath  me  (deredl 

Whan  he  had  doin  his  will  all  out, 
And  I  had  put  him  out  of  dout, 
Sir,  I  (aied,  I  have  right  grete  will 
Your  luft  and  plefure  io  fulfill; 
Loke  ye  my  fervice  take  at  gre 
By  thUke  faith  ye  owe  to  me ; 
1  faie  nought  for  recreaundifej 
For  I  nought  doubt  of  your  fervice. 

But  this  ferraunt  trayaileth  in  vain 
That  for  the  fervin  doeth  his  pain 
Unto  that  lorde  which  in  no  wife 
Conne  him  no  thanke  for  his  fervice; 


L.ove  fayi<i  tho,  Difinaie  the  nought  $ 
Sithe  thou  for  fuccour  haft  me  fought 
In  thanke  thy  fervice  woll  1  take, 
And  high  of  dcgre  woll  the  mak 
If  Wickednefle  ne  hindir  the. 
But  (as  I  hope)  it  Ihall  nought  be ; 
To  worihip  no  wight  by*  avcnture 
Maie  come  but  that  he  pain  endure. 

Abide  and  fuifire  thy  diftrefie 
That  hurtith  now;  it  ihall  be  lefle  : 
I  wote  my  felf  what  maie  the  fave, 
What  medicine  thou  wouldift  have. 

And  if  thy  truth  to  me  thou  kepe 
i  (hall  unto  thine  helping  eke. 
To  cure  thy  woundesand  make 'hem  clene. 
Where  fo  that  thei  be  old  or  grene; 
Thou  (halt  be  holpen*,at  wordis  few. 
For  certainly  thou  fhalt  well  fhewe 
Where  that  thotl  fervift  with  gode  will. 
For  to  acompliihe  and  fulfill 
My  commaundementis  daie  and  night, 
Wliiche  I  to  lovirs  ycve  of  righr. 


OF   THt    R01SE. 

Ah  Sir!  for  Godd'is  love  (faicdl) 
Er  ye  pafTe  hens  intentJfcly 
Your  comihaundementes  to  me  faie, 
And  I  (hall  kepe  'hem  if  1  maie. 
For  them  to  kepen*is  all  tuy  thought  ; 
And  if  fo  be  I  wote*hem  nofight 
Than  mdie  I  errc  unwittingly; 
Wherefor  I  praic  you  entirly 
With  all  mine  herte  me  for  to  Icre, 
That  I  trefpace  in  no  manere. 

The  god  of  Love  than  chargid  me 
Anon,  as  ye  Ihall  here  and  fe 
Wprd8  by  worde,  by  right  emprife. 
So  as  The  Romaunt  (hall  devife. 

The  maiftir  lefith  time  to  lerc . 
Whan  the  Jifi-iplr  wall  hut  berc ; 
It  is  but  v;ijn  on  him  iq  fwinkc 
That  on  hi  I J  eta  lug  woll  not  thinkc  : 
Who  fo  M  loi^c  ki  bim  iiUcndi^^ 
For  now  TheRDmanccginDethto''amejidfiW 

Now  is  j^odc  to  herin  in  faie. 
If  any  be  that  can  it  fair, 
And  poin^  it  as  the  rcfon  u 
Yfet,  for  othir  gate  i-wJs 
It  (hall  n*t  wcN  In  alli:  thing 
Be  broughE  to  gt^ds  undcrftandaig; 
For  a  reder  that  poinAith  lU 
A  gode  fcnteinrc  maie  o  tin  fj  ilL 
The  boke  is  gude  at  the  endings 
Ymade  of  ijcwe  and  luHlc  tliing. 
For  who  fo  woll  the  ending  here 
The  craft  of  Lo^e  he  (hall  now  lerc,. 
If  that  he  woU  fo  lorvg  abide 
Till  I  this  Romaunce  maie  unhide. 
And  undoe  the  fignifiaunce 
Of  this  dremd  imo  Romaunce  : 
The  fothfaftnelfe  that  now  is  hid 
Without  coverture  (hall  be  kid 
Whan  I  Undoen  have  this  dreming. 
Wherein  no  worde  is  of  leiing. 


Villanie  at  the  beginning 
I  woll,  faied  Love,  ovir  all  thing 
Thou  leve,  if  that  thou  wolt  ybc 
Falfe,  and  trefpace  ayenift  me  : 
I  curfe  and  blame  generally 
All  them  that  lovin  villanie. 
For  villaflie  makith  villaine. 
And  by  his  dedes  a  chorle  is  feine. 

Thefe  vilhiins  amc  without  pite, 
Frendihip  and  love,  and  all  bourne  ; 
I  n*ill  receive  to  my  ferviot 
Them  that  ben  vilains  of  emprife. 

But  undirftonde  in  thine  entent 
That  this  is  not  mine  entendement 
To  clepin  no  wight  in  no  age 
Onely  gentill  for  his  linage, 
But  who  fo  that  is  vertuoiis. 
And  in  his  port  not  outragious ; 
Whan  fochf  one  thou  feed  the  befom^ 
Though  he  be  not  gentill  ybome, 
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Yhon  mayift  well  fcixie  this  in  Ibth 
That  he  is  gentill,  bicaufe  he  doth 
As  loDgith  to.  a  gcntil  man ; 
Of  them  none  odiir  deme  I  can. 
For  certainly  withoutcn  drede 
A  chorle  is  demid  by  kis  dede 
Or  hie  or  lowe,  as  ye  maie  fe^. 
Or  of  what  kinrid  that  he  be ; 
Ne  faie  nought  for  nonevill  will 
Thing  which  that  is  to  holdin  ftill  r 
It  is  no  worihip  to  milTeie, 
ThoQ  maieft  enfample  take  of  Keie, 
That  was  fomtime  for  miflaying 
Yhatid  bothe  of  did  and  yong  : 
As  feme  as  Gawein  the  worthic 
tVas  praiiid  for  his  curtifie 
Kaie  was  hatid,  for  he  was  fell. 
Of  worde  difpitons  and  cniell ; 
Wherefore  be  wife  and  aqueintable, 
Godclie  «f  worde,  and  refon?blc, 
Bothd  to  leiTe  and  eke  to  mare  : 
And  whan  thoa  comift  there  men  arc 
JLoke  that  thou  have  in  cuftome  aie 
Firft  to  £alue  'hem  if  thou  male; 
And  if  it  fall  that  of  'hem  fbmme 
Salue  the  firfty^be  thou  not  domme» 
But  quite  hini  curtifly  anon, 
Without  abiding,  er  thei  gon. 

For  nothing  eke  thy  tong  appUe 
To  fpckin  wordes  of  rifandrie  i 
To  vilainc  fpeche  in  no  dcgre 
Late  not  thy  lippc  nnboundin  be. 
For  I  nought  holde  him  in  gode  faith 
Curteis  that  foul5  wordis  faith 
And  allc  women  fcnre  and  prcife. 
And  to  thy  power  there  honour  reifc  ; 
And  if  that  any  miflayrre 
Bifpife  women  that  thou  mail!  here. 
Blame  him,  and  biddc  him  holde  him  {till; 
And  fcttc  thy  might  and  al  thy  will 
Women  and  ladies  for  to  plefe. 
And  to  do  thing  that  may*hem  efc. 
That  thei  evir  fpcke  gode  of  the,. 
For  fo  thou  maift  b«ft  praifid  be. 

Loke  that  fn>  pride  thou  kcpc  the  wele^ 
For  thou  maift  both  perceive  and  fcle 
That  pride  is  both  foly  and  finne ; 
And  he  that  pride  hath  him  within 
Nc  may  his  hcrti  inr  no  wife 
Mekin,  ne  fouplin  to'fervicc. 
For  pride  is  founde  in  every  parte, 
Contrarie  unto  Lov'is  arte  ; 
And  he  that  lovith  truily 
Should  him  contcin?  jolily 
Withoutcn  pride  in  fondry  wife. 
And  himdifguxHn  in  queintice  ; 
For  queinte  aray,  withoutin  drede, 
f 8  norhiu  proude,  who  takith  hcdc. 
For  Frelhe  aray,  as  men  may  fe, 
Withoutcn  pride  may  oftin  be. 

Maintains  thy  felfe  aftir  thy  rent 
Of  rob}  and  eke  of  garment. 
For  many  a  lithe  faire  clothing 
A  nmi  ameodith  in  nucbe  dupge. 


And  loke  alway  that  thei  be  (hafc 
(What  garment  that  thou  (halt  the  makr)' 
Of  him  that  can  the  beft  ydo. 
With  al  that  parteinitb  therto^ 
Pointis  and  ileves  be  wel  (ittaade 
Ful  right  andftreight  upon  the  hande  i 
Of  (hone  and  boti»  newe  and  faire 
Loke  at  the  left  thou  have  a  paire. 
And  that  thei  fitte  fo  fetoufly 
That  thefe  rude  men  rosy  uttirly 
Mervaile,  fith  that  thei  fitte  fo  plaine. 
How  thei  come  on  or  of  againe : 
Were  ftreight^  gk)vis,  with  aumere 
Of  ftlke :  and  alway  with  gode  chere 
Thou  yeve,  if  that  thou  have  richeffe. 
And  if  thou  have  nought  fpend«  thelcfle  : 
Alway  be  mery  if  thou  maie. 
But  waft^  not  thy  god  alwaie ; 
Have  hattcof  flouru  freftie  as  May, 
Chapelet  of  rods. of  Whitfondaie* 
For  foche  araie  coftnith  but  liu ; 
Thine  hondis  waflie,  thy  tethe  make  white» 
And  let  no  filthe  upon  the  be : 
Thy  nails  blacke  if  thou  maieft  fc 
Voide  it  awaio  deliviry  j 
And  kembe  thine  heikk  right  joIily: 
Farce  not  thy  vifage  in  no  wife. 
For  that  of  Love  is  nat  th*  cmprife. 
For  Love  doeth  hatin,  as  I  finde, 
A  beautie  that  cometh  nat  of  kinde  : 
Alwaie  in  herte  1  jrede  the 
Ful  glad  and  mery  for  to  be. 
And  be  as  joyfttll  aa  thou  can  ; 
Love  hath  no  y>ie  of  fbrowfuU  mas. 
That  ill  is  full  of  curtifie. 
That  knowlth  in  his  raaladie 
For  evir  of  love  the  fickenciTe 
Is  meint  with  fwete  and  bittimeiTe* 
The  fore  of  love  is  mervailous. 
For  now  the  lovir  is  joioos. 
Now  can  he  plain, now  can  he-grone. 
Now  can  he  unge,  now  maktn  mone  ; 
To  dale  be  plainethfoi  hevineiTe, 
To  morue*  he  plaineth  for  joliheife. 
The  life  of  love  is  full  contrarie, 
Whiche  ftounde  mele  can  oftin  varie ; 
But  if  thou  canift  mirthis  make 
That  men  in  gre  woll  gladly  take. 
Do  it  godely,  I  commaunde  th^  v 
For  men  fliuld,  where  fo  er  thei  be. 
Doe  thing  that  'hem  befitting  is,. 
For  therof  cometh  gode  loos  and  pris  ; 
Whereof  that  thou  be  vertuous 
Ne  be  nat  ftraimge  nc  daungcrous ; 
For  if  that  thou  gode  ridir  be 
Pricklb  glady  that  men  maie  the  fe  : 
In  armis  alfo  ifthouconne 
Purfue  tin  thou  a  name  haft  wonnc  : 
And  if  thy  voice  be  faire  and  clere 
Thou  ftialt  makin  no  -gretc  daungere  i 
Whan  the  to  fing  thei  godely  praic 
It  is  thy  worfliipc  for  to'  obaie : 
Alfo  to  you  it  longith  aie 
To  harpe  and  giteroe,  dauscc  and  pUie  ^ 
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As-  if  he  can  well  fote  and  dannce 

It  maie  him  gretcly  doe  avaiince, 

EmoBg  eke  for  thy  ladte  &kc 

6oogift  and  compUintes  that  thoii  make, 

For  that  woU  merin  in  her  herte 

Whan  that  thei  redin  of  thy  finerte  s 

Ix>ke  that  no  man  for  fcarce  the  holde. 

For  that  maie  greve  the  manifolde  ; 

Refon  woll  that  a  lovir  he 

In  hit  yeftk  more  large  and  fre 

Than  chorlet  that  ben  not  of  loving ; 

For  who  therof  can  any  thing 

He  (hall  be  lefe  aie  for  to  yeve. 

In  londis  lore  who  fo  would  leve. 

For  he  that  through  a  fodain  fight 

Or  fof  a  kii&og  anon  right, 

YaTC  whole  his  Jierte  in  will  and  thopgh^ 

And  to  himfelf  kepith  right  nought, 

Aftir  this  fwift  gift  *tis  but  rcafon 

He  give  his  gode  too  in  a  bandon. 


Now  won  I  Ihortly  here  rehcrcc 

Of  that  I  have  ylkicd  in  verce 

Allc  the  fenteoce  by  and  by 

In  wordis  fewe  compendiouilyi 

That  thou  the  bet  maieft  on  *hem  thinke 

Whcr  ib  it  be  thou  wake  or  winke. 

For  the  wordis  do  little  gfeve  » 

A  nian  to  kepe  whan  thei  be  breve. 

Who  fo  with  Love  woll  gon  or'^de 
He  mote  be  cvrteis,  voide  of  pi;id^ 
Mcrie,  and  full  of  jolite. 
And  of  laigefle  a  loiid  be. 

Firft  I  joigne  {he  here  in  penaanc« 

I     lliat  evir  withofR  repenuunce 
llMU  fet  thy  tfloDgfat  in  thy  loving 
To  ia&  jvvitJ^tin  repenting. 
And  think  J^n  thy  minhis  fwete 
That  fh^  Iblue'  afur  whan  ye  mete. 

And  for  thou  true  to  i.ove  Ihalt  bo* 
I  will  and  eke  commaunde  the 
That  in  one  place  thou  fet  all  whole 
Thine  herte,  withoutin  halfin  dole. 
For  trecheHe  and  fikimefTe, 
For  I  loved  nevir  doublenefle. 
To  many'  his  herte  that  wall  depart 
Everiche  (hall  have  but  little  part. 
But  of  him  drede  I  me  right  nought 
That  in  one  place  fettith  his  thought ; 
Therefore  in  o  place  thou  it  fet. 
And  let  it  nevir  thennis  flet. 
For  if  thou  y  tveft  it  in  lening 

I     I  holde  it  but  a  virretchid  thing; 

I     Therfore  yevith  it  whole  and  quite. 
And  thou  (halt  have  the  more  merite  ; 
If  it  be  lent  than  aftir  (ben 

'     The  bounty  and  the  thanke  is  doen  ; 
fiat  in  love  a  fre  yevin  thing 
Requirith  a  grete  guerdoi^g. 

Yeve  it  in  yeft  Jl  quite  foOy, 
And  make  thy  gift«  debonairly, 
l^or  men  that  yeft  holdin  more  der^ 
Th^  jeiin  is  wUh  ^ladfome  chcrc^ 


That  gifts  nought  to  pralfin  is 
That  a  man  gevith  mal  gre  his. 
Whan  thou  haft  yeven  tb^ne  hert  (as  I 
Have  faid  the  here  all  opinly) 
Than  aventuris  (hull  the  fall 
Whiche  hard  and  hevy  ben  with  all; 
For  ofte  whan  thou  bethinkeft  the 
Of  thy  loving,  where  fo  thou  be,^ 
Fro  folke  thou  muft  depart  in  hie. 
That  node  perceive  thy  maladie. 
But  hide  thine  harme  thou  muft  alone 
And  go  forth  fole  and  make  thy  mone. 
Thou  (halt  no  irhile  be  in  o  (Ute, 
But  whilom  colde  and  whilom  hate. 
Now  red  as  rofe,  now  yelowe*  and  fade  : 
Such forow  I  trow  thou  aer  had; 
Cotidien  ne  the*quarteine 
It  is  not  half  fo  full  of  peine  ; 
For  oftin  timis  it  (hal  ml 
In  love,  among  thy  painis  al. 
That  thou  thy  felfin  all  wholly 
Forycttin  (hak  fo  uttirly 
That  many  timis  thou  (halt  be 
Still  as  an  image  made  of  tre, 
Domme  as  a  ftone,  without  fteriQg 
Of  fote  or  honde,  without  fpekiug. 

And  than  fone  aftir  al  thy  paine 
To  memo*rie  (halt  thou  come  againe, 
A  man  aba(hid  wondir  (ore. 
And  aftir  fighin  more  and  more ; 
For  wit  thou  welc  withoatin  wenc  / 
In  fuche  a  ftate  ful  ofte  have  bene 
That  have  the*  eviJl  of  love  aftaide. 
Where  thorough  thou  art  fo  di(maide. 


Aftir  a  thought  (hal  take  the  fo 
That  thy  love  is  to  feire  the  fro. 
Thou  (halt  (a  (God)  what  may  this  bf 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  fe  7 
Mine  hert  alone  is  to  her  go. 
And  I  abide  al  fok  in  wo, 
Departid  fro  miij^e  ownd  thought. 
And  with  mine  eyin  (e  right  nought, 

Alas !  mine  eien  fene  1  ne  may 
My  ^arefull  hcrtS  to  convay  ; 
Mine  hert'is  guide  but  thei  be 
I  praife  nothing  what  er  thei  fe ; 
Shul  thei  abidin  than  ?  why,  nay. 
But  gone  and  fe  without  delay 
That  whiche  mine  hert  defiritb  fo. 
For  certainly  but  if  thei  go 
I  fole  my  feUe  1  may  well  holde 
Whan  I  ne  fe  what  mine  hert  wold« 
Wherfore  I  wol  gone  her  to  fene. 
Or  efid  (hall  I  nevir  bene 
But  that  I  have  fome  tokining. 

Than  goft  thou  forth  without.dwelling 
But  ofte  thou  failcft  of  thy  defire 
£r  thou  maieft  come  her  any  nere. 
And  waiilift  in  vaine  thy  paflage ; 
Than  falift  thou  in  a  newe  rage; 
For  want  of  fight  thou  ginnift  raume^ 
And  homwarde  penfife  doft  returnc. 
T  "J 
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In  grete  mifchefe  tban  (halt  tkou  be, 
For  than  againc  (hal  come  to  the 
jSighis  and  plaintis,  with  newe  wo» 
That  no  itching  prickith  the  fo ; 
Who  wote  it  nought  he  mate  go  tore 
Of  them  that  buyi»  kwc  {o  dcrc. 

No  thing  thine  hect  appefin  maie^ 
That  oft  thoo  wolt  gone  and  aflue 
If  thou  maiil  fene  by  afvcnture 
Thy  liv'is  joyc,  thine  hen'i$  cure  5 
So  that  by  grace  if  that  thou  mig^ 
A^tai&e  of  her  to  haTe  a  fight 
Than  (halt  thou  done  non  othirdrnte 
But  with  that  fight  thine  eyin  fede. 
That  faire  frdbe  whan  thou  maift  £c 
Thine  hcrt  fhal  fo  rariihid  be 
1'hat  ner  thou  woldeft  thy  thankit  lete| 
Ne  remove  for  to  fe  that  fwcte  : 
The  more  thou  feeft,  in  fothfadneire. 
The  more  thou  coviteft  that  fweteDeflrs 
The  more  thine  hcrte  brenntth  in  fire 
The  more  thine  hertc  is  in  defire, 
For  who  confidritn  every  dele, 
It  may  be  likened  wondir  wele 
The  paine  of  love  unto  a  fere, 
For  cvirmorc  thou  neighiil  nere 
In  thought,  or  how  fo  that  it  be, 
(Foi'very  fothe  I  tel  it  the) 
The  hotter  evir  {halt  thou  brenne. 
As  experience  fliall  the  kenne ; 
Where  fo  com  ill  in  any  cpfte 
Who  is  next  fire  he  bretaiith  moile  i 
And  yet  forfothe  for  al  thine  hete, 
Though  thou  for  lovi  fwelte  and  fwete. 
Ne  for  no  thing  thou  felin  may. 
Thou  ihalt  not  wille  to  paiTe  away ; 
And  though  thou  go,  yet  muft  the  nede 
Thinkin  al  day  on  her  faire  hede 
Whom  thou  behelde  with  fo  gode  wiUt 
And  holde  thy  fplfe  begilid  ill 
That  thou  ne  haddeft  n6ne  hardiment 
To  fiiewe  her  aught  of  thine  fntent; 
Thine  hert  ful  fore  thou  wolt  difpife, 
And  eke  rcpreve  of  ^owardife,   ' 
That  thou  fo  dull  in  every  thing 
Were  dorame  for  drcde  without  i]pekiQg. 

Thou  (halt  eke  thinke  thou  diddeft  foly 
That  thou  were  her  fo  faftJ  bie 
And  durft  not  venture  the  to  fay 
Some  thing  er  that  thou  came  away, 
For  thou  haddift  no  more  wonne 
To  fpeke  of  her  whan  thou  begonne  5 
But  yet  if  (he  would  for  thy  (hke 
In  armisgodely  the  have  take, 
It  (hould  have  be  mere^  worthe  to  the 
Than  of  trefour  a  grete  plente. 

Thus  (halt  thou  i^onie  and  eke  complaine. 
And  get  enchcfon  t*o  gon  againe 
Unto  thy  walke  or  to  thy  place 
Where  thou  behe|de  her  flefhly  (ace  j 
And  n'ere  for  falfc  fnfpedion- 
Thou  woldift  finde  occafion 
For  to  gone  io  unto  her  houfe: 
Tly u  arn^  than  fo  dofirp^f 
3  . 


A  fight  of  her  but  for  c*  here; 
If  tlu>u  thine  honour  mightift  fa«K| 
Or  any  erande  mightifl  maioe, 
Thidir  for  thy  lov'is  hhcj 
f  ul  faine  thou  woUttft,  but  for  dredr 
Thou  goelk  not,  left  that  men  take  hede  ; 
Wherfore  I  rede  in  thy  going; 
And  alfo*  in  thine  acain  oomming. 
Thou  be  we)  ware  uat  men  ne  wit; 
Feind  the  othir  caufe  4uui  it 
To  go  that  waie,or  fiaii^  Uc^ 
To  helin  wel  is  no  foHe; 
And  i^fo  be  it  happdthe 
'That  thou  thy  love  there  maiftle  yfe, 
|n  fikir  wi(e  thou  her  fidewe, 
Wherwith  thy  coloure  woU  cranfine^. 
And  eke  diy  bkmd  (hal  al  to  quake, 
I'hy  hewe  dke  chipngin  for  her  (ake. 
9ut  worde  and  wit,  with  dierefol  p«lc« 
Shul  want  for  to  teilin  thy  tale ; 
And  if  thou  maid  fo  ferfbrth  winne 
That  thou  to  refon  durft  beginne. 
And  woldift  faine  thre  thinges  or  mo. 
Thou  (halt  (ul  fcarfly  fiune  the  two ; 
Though  thou  bethinke  the  ner  fowele 
Thou  (halt  foryetin  yet  (bmdele. 


But  if  thou  dele  with  trechery, 
For  falfe  bvirs  mowe  all  (tiUy 
Sain  what  *hcni  tuft  withoutin  dred^ 
Thei  be  fo  doubly*  in  ther  faUhed, 
For  thei  in  hert  can  thinke  o  thing 
'And  (apie  an  ot^re*  in  therfpeking : 
And  whan  thy  fpeche  is  endid  all?  ' 
Righf  thus  to  the  it  (hal  htMl ; 
If  any  worde  than  come  to  minde 
Tjiat  thou  to  (ay  haft  left  bchinde. 
Than  thou  (halt  breime  in  grete  martire. 
For  thou  (halt  brenne  as  any  fire : 
This  is  the  ftrtfe  and  eke  the*  a(flraie. 
And  the  batill,  that  la(Hth  aie  : 
This  bargaine  ende  may  nevir  take 
^ut  if  that  (he  thy  pece  wil  make. 

And  whan  the  night  is  come  anon 
A  thoufande  angres  (hal  come  on  : 
To  bed  as  faft  thou  wolte  the  dight. 
Where  thou  (halt  have  but  (mal  delight 
For  whan  thou  w^nift  for  to  flepc 
So  ful  of  pain^  (halt  tHou  crepe, 
Sterte  in  thy  bed  about  ful  wide. 
And  tume'ful  ofte  on  every  fide. 
Now  dounward  groufe,  and  now  upright: 
And  walow  in  wo  ^e  long"  night : 
Thine  armis  flialt  thou  (prede  a  bredt 
As  man  in  warre  were  forwerede  f 
Thap  (hal  the  come  a  remembrannce 
Of  her  (hape  and  of  her  fetnbhmnce» 
Whc|to  none  othir  may  be  pere : 
And  wetc  thou  wel  withoutin  wete 
That  the  fi)al  fe  fomtimc  that  night 
That  thou  haft  her  that*  is  (b  bri^ 
Nakid  bitwene  thine  amiis  there, 
Al  fothfaftccffe  ar  thoirghit  were  ; 
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^Thoxi  (hah  maj^e  cafiels  tJian  in  Spauie, 
And  dreme  of  joy  al  but  in  vaine, 
And  the  dclidn  of  right  nought 
"While  thou  fo  flombrift  in  that  thought 
That  is  fo  fwcte  and  delitable^ 
The  whlche  in  fothe  n'is  but  a  lable, 
For  it  ne  ihali  no  whild  laft  : 
Than  (halt  thou  fighe  and  wep^  £xft, 
And  lay,  Dcre  God !  what  thing  is  this  f 
A€y  dreme  is  tumid  al  aniis 
"Wliiche  was  fql  fwetc  and  apparent. 
But  DOW  I  wake  it  is  al  ihent ; 
^ow  ycde  this  mery  thought  away ; 
Twenty  timis  upon  a  day 
1  would  "Chis  thought  would  come  agadne^ 
For  it  alegith  wcl  my  paine  ; 
It  maketh  me  ful  of  joyfull  thought ; 
It  fleeth  me  that  it  lailith  nought : 
Ah  Lorde !  whi  n*tl  ye  mc  foooure  ? 
The  joyt  I  trowe  that  I  langoure, 
The  deth  I  would  me  &ouldc  flo 
"While  I  lie  in  her  armis  two  ; 
B4ine  harme  is  hacde  withoutin  wene, 
^y  gret  uncfe  fill  o^e  I  menc 


But  weuld^  Love  do  fo  i  might 

Have  fully  joye  of  her  fo  bright    , 

My  paine  were  quitte  mc  richily. 

Alas !  to  ^et  a  thing  afke  I ; 

It  is  but  foly*  and  wrong  wening 

To  aike  fo  outrageous  a  thioig. 

And  who  fo  alkith  fblily 

He  motebe  wamxdhaftily;    .      . 

And  1  ne  wotc  what  I  may  fay, 

I  am  fo  fcrrc  out  of  the  way, 

For  I  would  have  ful  grete  liking 

And  fill  grete  joy  of  jalfe  thing ; 

For  would  ihe  of  her  gcntilnc& 

V^ithoutin  more  me  onis  keife. 

It  were  ti»  me  a  grete  guerdon, 

Jlelefe  of  all  my  paffion : 

But  it  is  harde  to  come  thcrto; 

Al  is  but  foly  that  I  do; 

So  highe  I  have  mine  hertS  fettc 

"Where  that  I  may  no  comfort  gettc: 

I  n'ote  whcr  I  fay  well  or  nought,' 

Bat  this  I  wote  well  in  my  thought, 

That  it- were  bctte  of  her  alone 

For  to  ftintin  my  wo  and  mone ; 

A  loke  on  her  1  caft  godely 

Than  for  to  have  al  uttirly 

Of  an  othir  al  whole  the  play.     - 

Ah  Lord !  whei«  I  (hal  bide  the  day 

That  ere  ihe  fhal  mylady  be  ? 

He  is  ful  cured  that  may  her  fe. 

Ah  God !  whan  ihel  the  dauningfpringe? 

To  Hggin  thus  is  angry  thine; 

1  have  no  joy  thus  here  to  he 

Whan  that  my  love  is  not  me  hie  : 

^  man  to  lien  hath  grete  difefe 

Which  m«e  not  flcpc  ne  refl  in  efe  : 

I  would  it  dawed  and  were  now  day, 

^Jid  that  the  D^(,werc  wcm  awa7i 


For  were  it  daye  I  would  up  rife : 
Ah  flow^  ibnne '  fliewe  thine  enprife  * 
Spede  the  to  fprede  thy  bemis  bright* 
And  chace  the  dvknefle  of  the  night, 
To  put  away  the  (loundis  (Irong 
Whiche  in  me  laitin  al  to  long. 

The  night  fliak  thou  continue  fo 
Withoutin  reft,  in  paine  and  wo ; " 
If  er  thou  knew  of  love  dtftrefle 
Thou  mowe  leme  it  in  that  fikenefie  ;  ^ 
And  thus  enduring  (halt  thou  He, 
And  rife  on  morow  up  erly 
Out  of  thy  bed,  and  hameis  the 
£r  evir  dawning  thou  maill  fe  : 
Al  privily  than  fiialt  thou  gone. 
What  wcthre*  it  be,  thy  fefe  alone. 
For  reine  or  haile,  for  (bowe  for  (let^ 
Thidir  (he  dwelleth  that  is  fo  fwete. 
The  whiche  male  fal  a  dep^  be. 
And  thinkith  but  lite  x^on  the : 
Than  (halt  thou  go,  ful  foule  a£erdc» 
Loke  if  the  gatd  be  unfperde, 
And  waite  without  in  woe  and  paine^ 
Full  ill  a  colde  in  winde  and  raine : 
Than  (halt  thou  go  the  dare  before. 
If  thou  maifte  (indin  any  ihore. 
Or  hole,  or  refte,  what  ere  it  were ; 
Than  (halt  thou  ftonpe  and  lay  to  ere 
If  they  within  a  fl^  be, 
I  mene  al  lave  thy  lady  fre. 
Whom  waking  if  thou  maifl  afpie 
Go  put  thy  fdh  in  jupardie. 
To  a(kin  grace  and  the  bimene. 
That  (he  maie  wete  withoutin  wcnc 
Tha^thou  all  night  no  red  haft  had« 
So  fofk  fqr  her  thou  were  beftad. 

\^men  wel  ought  pite  to  cake 
Of  them  that  forowcn  for  ther  (ake': 
And  loke  for  love  of  that  rclike 
That  thotf  thinke  none  othir  like. 
For  w^n  thou  haft  fo  gret  anncy 
Shall  iffc  the  er  thou  go  awey. 
And  hold  that  in  fill  grete  deinte : 
And  for  that  no  man  ftial  the  fe 
Before  the  houfe  ne  in  the  way, 
Loke  thou  be  gon  againe  er  day : 
Such^  comming  and  iiiche  going, 
Suche  hevinefle  and  fuche  walking, 
Makith  lovirs  withoutin  wene 
Undir  ther  clothis  pale  and  lene. 
Lovene  leveth  coloure  ne  dereneffe  ( 
Who  lovith  trewe  hath  no  fatnelTe. 
Thou  (halt  wel  by  thy  fclfin  fe , 
That  thou  muft  nedes  aflavid  be. 
For  men  that  ftiapc  "hem  othir  way 
Falfely  ther  ladies  to  betray       ^ 
No  wondir  is  though  thei  be  fatte. 
With  falfe  othis  ther  loves  thei  gatte, 
For  ofte  I  fe  fuche  lofingeours 
Fattir  than  abottes  or  pripurs» 

Yit  with  o  thing  I  woUe  the  charge, 
That  is  to  fay,  (hat  thou  be  large 
Unto  the  maide  that  her  doth  ^rve; 
So  bed  her  thaokc  thou  (haUc  defcf  t44 
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Ycvc  hcjr  geftU,,and  get  her  grace. 
For  fo  thou  may  t^ank^  purdiacc, 
^rhac  (he  the  worthy  holde  and  fire. 
The  lady*  and  al  that  may  the  fy  :* 
Alfo  her  fervattntes  vroHhip  aie. 
And  plefin  as  mochc  as  tho^i  maie  f 
Crete  gode  through  the^  may  come  to  the, 
Bicaufe  with  her  thei  ben  priye ; 
Thei  flial  her  tell  how  thei  the  finde 
Curteis  an4  wife,  and  wel  doande. 
And  (he  ihal  prcife  ^e  wel  the  more : 
Lokt  out  of  londe  thou  be  not  fore, 
And  if  fache  caufe  thou  have  that  the 
Behoveth  to  gone  out  of  countre. 
Leave  whblely  thine  hert  in  hoftage 
Til  thou  againe  make  thy  paflage : 
Thinke  longe  to  fe  tiie  fwetd  thing 
That  hath  thine  hert  in  her  keping. 
Now  have*  I  told  the  in  what  wUe 
A  lovir  ihal  do  me  fenrice; 
Do  it  than  if  that  thou  wolt  have 
The  mede  that  thou  doft  aftir  crave. 


3Vhan  Love  al  t)us  had  bodln  n^p 

I  faid  him.  Sir,  how  may  it  be 

That  lovirs  may  in  fuche  manere 

Endure  the  paine  ye  have  faid  here  ? 

1  marvaillin  me  wondir  fafle 

How  any  man  may  live  or  lafte 

In  fuche  paine  and  in  fuch  brenning. 

In  forue*  and  thought,  and  foche  iighing, 

Aie  nnrelefid  wo  tp  malce 

Wher  fo  it  bf  thei  (lepe  or  wake, 

fn  fuche  anoy  continuelly ; 

At  helpe  me  God  this  mervaile  I 

How  man,  but  he  were  made  o^  ftele. 

Might  live  a  monthe  fuch  paincs  to  fde. 


The  god  of  Love  than  laid  to  me, 

Frende,  by  the  tt'ixh  I  owe  to  the  , 

May  no  man  have  gode  but  he*  it  hie  :  • 

A  man  lovith  more  tendirlie 

?rhe  thing  that  he  hat|i  bought  mod  derc  { 

¥cT  wete  thou  well  withoutin  were 

In  thanke  that  thing  is  takin  more 

For  which  a  man  h^th  fuifrid  fore  : 

Cert  is  no  wo  ne  may  attaine 

Unto  the  fore  of  lov'is  paine, 

None  evil  therto  may  amounte, 

No  mor^  than  a  man  may  counte 

The  droppcs  that  of  fhe  yntir  be. 

For  dric  as  wel  the  gret^  fe 

Thou  mightid  as  the  harmistell 

Of  all  them  that  with  fx>ve  ydwcU 

In  fervice,  for  pein^  them  fleeth. 

And  that  ecbc  would^  ^e  the  deeth» 

And  trewe'thei'lhouldnevirefcape^ 

Ke  were  that  hope  ycouth  *hem  nukp 

plad  as  a  man  in  prifon  fete- 

And  maie  n6t  gettin  for  to  etc 

))ut  barlie  bzed  and  watir  pure, 

^nd  lictb  in  vermin  and  ordure ; 
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With  alle  this  yet  can  he  live. 
Gode  hope  fuche  comfort  hath  him  yevi^ 
MHiiche  makith  wene  that  he  ihal  be 
Relefed  and  come  to  liberte  : 
In  Fortune  is  fully  his  truil 
Although  he  lie  in  ftrawc  or  duft ; 
In  hope  is  al  Kis  fuilaining  : 
So  fare  lovirs  in  ther  weni^ng 
Whiche  Love  hath  ihitte  in  hit  prifoun, 
Gode  hope  is  ther  falvjiciopn ; 
Code  hope  (how  Xor8  tha^  thei  imerte) 
Yevith  *hem  1>oth^  will  and  herte 
T*  offre  ther  body  to  martyre. 
For  hope  fo  ibre  doth  *hem  dciire 
To  fuffre*  eche  harme  that  men  deviia 
For  joye  that  aftirwarde  ihall  rife. 


jHopc  in  deiif e  catche  viAory, 
In  hope  of  Love*  is  al  the  glory. 
For  hope  is  all  t^t  t.oye  maie  yeve ; 
N'ere  hope  there  ihould  no  lengir  live  t 
plcBd  be  hope!  whiche  with  delire 
Avaunceth  lovirs  in  fuch  manire. 
Qode  hope  is  curteife  for  to  plcfe, 
To  kepe  lovirs  from  all  difefe : 
H^  kepeth  hit  londe,  and  woU  abide 
For  any  peril  maie  betide. 
For  l^pe  to  lovirs,  as  moft  cheie, 
Both  *kem  endurin  all  mifchefe ; 
Hope  is  ther  helpe  whan  miiUr  is; 
And  I  ihal  yeve  the  eke  i-wit 
Thtx  othir  thinges  that  gret  folace 
Doth  to  them  that  be  in  my  lace. 

The  £rtt  gode  that  nuty  be  yfoundtf 
To  them  that  in  my  lace  be  bounde 
It  fwetd  thought,  for  to  recorde 
Things  wherwith  thpp  canft  accords 
heSt  in  thine  hertp,  whethir  ihe  be 
Thinking  in  abfence  gode  to  the. 
Whan  any  lovir  doth  complaine. 
And  livith  in  diibxfle  and  paine. 
Than  fwet^  thought  ihal  come  as  blive 
Awaie  his  mnrre  for  to  drive ; 
It  makith  lovirs  have  remembrauncei 
Of  comforte  and  of  highe  ple&unce 
That  hope  hath  hight  him  for  tQ  winner 
For  thought  anone  than  ihall  b^irrne* 
As  ferre  God'  wote  at  he  can  Bn&^ 
To  make  a  mirrpiir  of  hit  mincle, 
For  to  beholde  lie  wol  not  kt. 
Her  perfon  he  ihal  force  him  fet. 
Her  laughing  nren  perfaunt  and  dere. 
Her  ihape,  her  mrme,  her  godely  chere, 
Her  mouthe,'  that  it  fo  graciout. 
So  fwete,  and  eke  fo  favirous. 
Of  al  her  fetirs  ihal  take  hede. 
His  eyeii  Irith  all  her  limmis  fede. 

Thus  fwete  thinking  ihal  afwage 
The  paine  of  lovirs  and  ther  rage ; 
Thy  joye  ihal' double  without  geiTe 
Whan  thou  thinkiH  on  her  femelinefli^ 
Or  of  her  laughing  or  her  chere,         ^ 
That  to  the  made  thy  lady  dere : 
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J\m  ceodbrt  woJ  I  tbit  thou  take, 
And  if  tlic  nexc^  tbou  wolt  forfake, 
yrhiche  is  not  kfl2  favirousy 
ThoQ  ihoukicft  not  ben  to  daungirous. 


Tbe  fecond  (hal  be  fwete  fpeche, 

That  hath  to  many  one  be  kche, 

To  bring  *hcm  out  of  ^ivo  and  were. 

And  helpe  many  a  bachilerey 

And  many*  a  U4y  icnt  focour. 

That  had  ylovid  paramoure, 

Thorough  fpeking  (whan  thei  might  here} 

Of  their  lovirs  to  them  ib  dere  ; 

To  me  it  Toidith  al  ther  iinexte 

The  whiche  is  clofid  in  ther  herte ; 

In  hcrt  it  maketh  'hem  glad  and  light, 

Speche,  whan  thei  mowe  not  bavin  fight ; 

And  tlierfore  nowe  it  cometh  to  minde 

In  olde  dawif^as  I  finde, 

That  derkis  written  that  her  knewe 

There  was  a  lady  irelhe  of  hewe 

Whiche  of  her  love  mafMn  a  foog, 

On  him  for  to  remembre*  among, 

In  whiche  ihe  laid.  Whan  that  I  her^ 

,   Spckin  of  him  that  is  fo  dere 
To  me  it  Toidith  alld  finerte ; 
I  wis  he  fitdth  fo  nere  myn  herte. 
To  fpdt  of  him  at  ere  or  morowe 
It  curith  me  of  al  my  forowe ; 
To  me  is  none  fo  high  plefaunce 
As  of  his  perfon  jdaliaunce. 
She  wift  ful  wele  that  iwete  fpeking 
Comfortith  in  ful  mochil  thing ; 
Her  love  (he  had  full  weU  aflaide. 
Of  him  ibe  was  ful  wel  apaide; 
To  fpeke  of  him  her  joye  was  fet ; 
Therefore  I  rede  the  that  thou  get 
A  fclowe  that  can  wel  concele 
And  kepe  thy  counfaile,  and  welle  hele. 
To  whom  go  fliewe  wholly  thine  herte, 
Both  wele  and  woe,  and  joye  and  fhierte  : 
To  get  comibrte  to  him  thou  go. 
And  privily  bitwene  you  two 
Ye  dial  fpeke  of 'tha|  gode)y  tjiing 
That  hath  thine  liert  in  her  keping. 
Of  her  beaute  and  her  femblaunce. 
And  of  her  godely  continuance ; 
Of  al  thy  iUte  thou  ihalt  him  iaie. 
And  aike  him  couniaile  how  thow  mai^ 
Do  any  thing  that  ihaie  her  plefe. 
Fat  it  to  the  ihal  do  eret  efe. 
That  he  maie  wete  thou  truft  Mm  ib 
Both  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wo ; 
And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  kue 

,  His  companie  is  moche  the  bette. 
For  refbn  wol  he  ihewe  to  the 
Al  uttirly  his  privite. 
And  whjit  (he  is  he  kmth  Uf 
To  the  plainly  he  ihal  undo, 

,  Whhomin  di^de  ofaoyfliame 

I   Both  tell  her  renome  and  her  name ; 
Than  ihall  he  forthir  ferre  and  nere, 


And  lumcly  to  thy  lad^  dere 


In  fikir  wife  ye  every  other 

Shal  helpin  as  his  own^  brother 

In  trouthe  withoutin  doublene^Ie, 

And  kepin  clofe  in  iikirneffe ; 

For  it  is  noble  thing  in  fay 

To  have  a  man  thou  darfl^  fay 

Thy  privy  couniaile  every  dele, 

For  that  woll  comforte  the  right  wele  ; 

And  thou  ihalt  holde  the  wel  apaied 

Whan  fuche  a  frende  thou  hail  afioied. 


The  thirdc  gode  of  gretc  comfort,  1 

That  yevith  lovirs  moil  difport, 

Comith  of  fight  and  beholding, . 

That  is  yclepid  Swcte  Loking, 

The  which^  may  none  rffe  ydo 

Whan  thou  art  ferre  thy  lady  fro, 

Wherfore  thou  pleie  fdway  to  be 

In  place  where  thou  maift  her  fe. 

For  it  is  thing  moil  amirous 

Mofte  deliuble*  and  favirous. 

For  to  aifwage  a  mann'is  forow 

To  fene  his  lady  by  the  morow ; 

For  it  is  a  ful  noble  thing 

Whan  that  thine  eyin  have  meting 

With  that  relike  fo  precious 

Whereof  thei  be  fo  defirous. 

But  al  daie  aftir  fothe  it  is 
Thei  have  no  drede  to  faren  amis ; 
Thei  dredin  neither  wrinde  ne  raine, 
Nc  non  othir  manir  of  paine ; 
For  whan  thine  eyen  were  thus  in  blilTe 
Yet  of  ther  curtifie  iwife 
Alone  thei  can  not  have  ther  joye. 
But  to  the  hert^  thei  convoye 
Parte  of  ther  bliiTe,  to  him  thou  fende 
Of  all  this  harme  to  make  amende. 

The  eye  is  a  gode  raeflangere. 
Which  can  to  the*  hert  in  fuch  manere 
Tidingts  fende,  that  he  hath  fene 
To  voide  him  of  his  painis  clene, 
Wherof  the  hert  rejoyfith  fo  t 

That  a  grete  partie  of  his  wo  j 

Is  voided,  and  put  away  to  flight; 
Right  as  the  derkenelTe  of  the  night 
Is  chafed  with  clereneflie  of  the  mone. 
Right  fo  is  al  his  wo  ful  fone 
Devoidid  clene  wban  that  the  figb^ 
Beholdin  may  that  freili^  wight 
Whiche  that  the  hert  deiirith  fo^ 
That  al  his  derkencife  is  ago. 
For  than  the  herte  is  all  at  efe 
When  thei  fene  that  that  maie  *hem  plefe* 

Now  have  I  declared  the  al  out 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  doute. 
For  I  have  tolde  the  iaithfuUy 
What  the  may  ciirin  uttirly, 
And  all  lovirs  that  woUin  be 
Faithful  and  of  ilabilite ; 
Gode  Hope  alway  kepe  by  thy  iide. 
And  Swete  Thought  make  eke  abide, 
Swet^  Loking  and  Swetd  Speche, 
Of  al  thine  harmes  thei  ihal  be  lechc  i 
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Of  bale  thou  (halt  have  grete  ple&iince 
Yf  thou  canft  bide  in  fnffiraunce. 
And  fcrvin  welc  without  fetntife ; 
Thou  (halt  be  quite  of  thine  ennprife 
With  more  gucrdoun  if  that  thou  lire, 
But  ai  this  time  this  I  the  yeve. 


The  god  of  Love,  whan  al  the  day 
He'  had  taught  me  as  ye  have  herd  fay, 
And  cnformid  compendioufly, 
He  vanKhed  al  fodainly. 
And  l^alone  yiefte  al  fole. 
So  full  of  complaint  and  of  dole. 
For  I  fawe  no  man  there  me  by. 
My  woundes  me  grevid  wondirily ; 
Me  for  to  cure  nothing  I  kncwe 
Save  the  bothum  fo  bright  of  hewe, 
Whcron  was  fcttc  wholly  my  thought  5 
Of  ^thir  comforte  knewe  I  nought. 
But  it  were  through  the  god  of  Love ; 
I  knew  nat  elfe  to  my  behove 
That  might  me  efe  or  comfort  gctte 
But  if  he  would  him  entermette. 

The  roiir  was  withoutin  doute 
Ydofid  with  an  hedge  without, 
As  ye  to  fome  have  herde  me  fatne. 
And  faft  I  befied  and  would  faine 
Have  paifid  the  hay,  if  I  might 
Have  gettin  in  by  any  fleight. 
To  the  bothum  fo  faire  to  fe, 
But  evir  I  dradde  blamed  to  be 
Yf  men  would  have  fufpcdion 
That  I  would  of  entencion 
Have  ftole  the  rofis  that  there  wcrb, 
Therefore  to  entre*  I  was  in  fere ; 
But  at  the  lafte,  as  I  bethought 
Whethir  I  fhuldd  palTe  or  nought, 
1  fawe  come,  with  a  gtaddd  chere, 
To  me  a  lufiy  bachilere 
Of  gode  ftature  and  of  gode  height, 
And  Bialacoil  forfoth  he  height ; 
Sonnt^  hf  was  to  Curtifie, 
And  he  tpe  grauntid  ful  gladlie 
The  paflagc  of  the  uttir  hay. 
And  faidJ,  Sir,  how  that  ye  may 
Paffc,  if  that  it  your  wille  ybc. 
The  frcflii  rofir  for  to  fc, 
And  ye  the  fweti  favour  fele. 
Your  warrant  I  may  be  right  wele; 
80  thou  the  kepin  fro  folie 
$hal  no  man  do  the  vilanie ; 
Yf  I  mai  hclpin  you  in  ought 
1  (hall  not  faine,  dredich  right  nought, 
For  I  am  bounde  to  your  fcrvicc 
Fully  devokle  of  all  fibintife. 
Than  unto  Bialacoil  faide  I, 
1  thank  you,  Sir,  ful  hertily. 
And  your  beheft  I  take  at  gre 
"*rhat  ye  fo  godely  profir  me ; 
To  you  it  Cometh  of  grete  frauBchif 
That  ye  mc  profit  your  fervife. 

Than  aftir  ful  delivirly 
Through  the  brcris  suione  wen  v( 


Wherof  tencombrid  fras  the  hale  % 
I  was  well  plefed,  the  fothe  to  faie. 
To  fe  the  bothum  faire  and  fote 
So  freflie  y^pmng  ootp  of  the  rote» 


And  Bialacoil  me  iervid  wele 
Whan  I  fo  nigh  me  ndghtio  fefe 
Of  the  bothum  the  fwcte  odoure. 
And  io  hifkj  hewed  of  coloure ; 
But  than  a  chorle,  fouie  him  betide ! 
Befide  the  rofii  gan  him  hide. 
To  kepe  the  rofii  of  that  rofere. 
Of  whom  the  namd  was  Danngere. 
This  chorle  was  hid  there  in  the  grevea, 
Ycovirid  with  grafle  and  leves. 
To  fpie  and  take  whom  that  he  fonde 
Unto  that  rofir  put  an  honde. 

He  was  not  frfe,  for  there  was  mo. 
For  with  him  werin  othir  two 
Of  vrickid  mamrs  and  m  feme; 
That  one  was  depid  by  his  name 
Wickid  Tonge,  God  ycvc  him  forowe  I 
For  neither  at  eve  ne  at  morowe 
He  can  of  no  man  gocfe  yfpeke; 
On  many*  a  jufte  man  doth  he  wreke. 

There  was  a  woman  that  eke  hight 
Shame,  that  who  can  rckin  right 
Trcfpace  y  was  her  fath>r*8  name. 
Her  mothir  ^.efon ;  thus  was  Shame 
Ybrought  forth  of  thefe  ilke  two, 
And  yet  had  Trefpace  nere  adoe 
With  Refon,  Be  neie  leie  her  by, 
^e  was  kidous  and  fo  ugly; 
I  men^  thb,  thatt  TreQ>ace  hight. 
But  Refon  conceveth  of  a  fight 
That  Shame  of  which  I  ^lake  afbme  : 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  yboime 
It  was  ordained  that  ChaiHte 
Should  of  the  rofir  lady  be, 
Whiche  of  the  bothums  more  and  \mm 
With  foodrie  folke  aflaflid  was, 
That  flie  ne  wifti  what  to  doe,' 
For  Venus  her  aflaitith  (b 
That  night  and  daie  fro  her  fte/bU 
Bothoms  and  rofis  ovir  all : 
To  Refon  than  praieth  Chsftite. 
Whom  Venus  hath  flemed  ore  the  fe, 
"thzt  file  her  deugfater  vrould  her  leoe 
To  kepe  the  rofir  frefiie  «nd  grene. 

Anon  Refon  to  dhaftite         * 
Is  fully*  afientid  that  it  be. 
And  grauntid  her  at  her  requeft 
That  Shame,  bicaiufe  fhe  is  honeft,    • 
Shall  kepir  of  the  rofir  be ; 
And  thus  to  kepe  it  there  were  dire. 
That  none  fliould  hardxe  bene  bolde 
(Were  he  yongs  or  were  he  oldb) 
Again  her  will  awaie  to  hert 
Bothoms  ne  rofis  that  there  wtrc 
I  had  well  fped  had  I  nat  betr 
Awaitid  withthefe  thre  and  fenc.- 
ForDialacoil,  that  was  ib  faire,  ' 
So  graciouf  and  deboqiil^^ 
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Qttitte  lam  tome  ful'eurtifly, 
Aiic  me  to  plcdn  btdde  that  f 
5houid  dnwe  to  the  botftom  oere  ;^ 
Frele  in  to  touchin  the  rofere 
Whiche  bare  the  ro(e  he  yafe  me  leYe ; 
This  gravnt  DC  might  but  litill  grete ; 
And  for  he  lawe  it  Ukid  me 
Kijrht  nigh  the  bothom  pullid  he 
A  Icfe  aU  grene,  add  yavc  roe  that, 
1  be  whiche  full  nigh  the  bothom  ht  :* 
1  madin  of  that  lefe  fall  queint. 
And  whan  I  fek  I  was  aqueinte 
With  fiialacoil,  and  fo  prive, 
I  wcndc  all  my  ^ill  had  ybe. 
Than  wczt  I  h^utlie  for  to  tel)' 
To  Bialacoil  how  me  befell 
Of  Love  that  tokc  and  woundid  me. 
And  lay  id.  Sir,  ib  mote  Tthe, 
1  maie  no  joie  have  in  no  wife 
Up«n  no  iidc,  but  it  arife 
for  fithe  (if  I  fliall  not  faine) 
In  herte  I  have  had  fo  grete  pahie, 
So  grete  anoie,  and  foche  affraie. 
That  I  ne  wotte  what  t  fhall  faie ; 
I  drede  your  wrothe  to  dcfcrvc ; 
JLcvir  me  w«re  that  knivis  kerve 
My  bodie  iho^d  in  pecis  ftnall 
Than  in  any  wife  it  (hould  hH 
That  ye  wrothid  (hould  ben  with  Qid 

Saie  boldily  thy  will,  (quod  he) 
I  n*iU  be  wrothe,  if  that  1  maie. 
For  nQUght  that  ^ott  ihalt  to  me  Ciit. 


Than  iaied  I,  Sir,  not  you  difplefe ' 

To  knowin  of  my  grete  unefc, 

In  which  only  Love  hath  me  brbught^ 

For  painis  grete,  difcle,  and  thou^ti 

Fro  daie  to  daie  it  doeth  me  dric ; 

Si^pofith  not.  Sir,  that  I  lie  ; 

In  me  five  woundis  did  he  make. 

The  fore  of  whiche  fliall  nevir  flake 

But  ye  the  bothom  graunt^  me 

"Whiche  is  moft  paoflannt  of  beaute, 

My  life,  my  derii,  and  my  martyre. 

And  trdbur  that  I  mofte  define. 

Than  Bialacoil^  afTrayid  all, 

Sayid,  Sir,  it  maie  not  befall 

That  ye  defire ;  it  maie  not  rife; 

What !  would  ye  (hende  me  in  this  wife  f 

A  mokill  fold  than  I  were 

If  1  fuffrid  you*  awaie  to  here  * 

The  freflie  bothom  To  fah-e  of  fights 

For  it  were  neithir  fldH  nt  right 

Of  the  rofir  ye  broke  the  rindt. 

Or  take  the  Rofe  afbrnchts  Idndir: 

Ye  are  not  curteii'tb  alke  it ;       ^ 

Let  it  ftill  on  the  rofir  fit ; 

Let  it  growe  till*  it*  amendld  bei 

And  perfitly  come  tt>  beaut^ ; 

I  n'olde  not  that  irpulKd  vrerer 

Fro  the  rofir  that  dotfi  it  bcrc, ' /' ' 

To  me  it  is  fo  ttfe  and  detr. 

Jffith  thft  aooD  H^i  out  IKmngor 


Out  of  the  place  where  he  ^ras  hidde  ; 
His  malice  in  his  chore  was  kidde  : 
Full  grete  he  was,  and  blacke  of  hewC| 
Sturdie  and  hidous,  .who  (b*  him  foewe  ; 
Like  fiiarpe  nrchons  his  box  was  growe. 
His  eyes  red-fparcling  as  fire  glowe  ;      * 
His  nofe  frouncid  full  kirkid  ftode ; 
He  come  criantle  as  he  were  wode. 
And  faied,  BiaUcoil,  tel  me  why 
Thou  bringift  hidir  fo  bcrfdely 
Him  that  To  nigh  to  the  rofere  ? 
Thou  worchifi  in  a  wrong  manere; 
He  thinkith  to  difiioadur  the; 
Thou  art  weU  worthy  to  'have  malgre 
To  let  |iim  of  the  rofere  wittc : 
Who  iervith  Felloue  is  ill  quitte. 

Thou  woldifi  have  doen  grete  boante;i 
And  he  with  fliame  would  qfiit^  the. 
Flie  hens,  felowe ;  I  rede  the  go ; 
It  wantith  lite  he  wol  tl^  flo. 
For  Bialacoil  ne  knewe  the  nought 
Whan  the  to  ferve  he  fet  his  thought. 
For  thou  wolt  fliame  him  if ^  thou  might 
Bothe  again  refon  and  *gainh  right : 
I  woU  no  more  in  the  affie 
That  comeft  fo  flightly  for  t'  tfyic. 
For  it  provith  wondirly  wele 
Thy  fleight  and  trefon  evtry  dele. 

I  durft  no  more  make  there  abodo 
For  the  chorle,  he  was  fo  wode  : 
So  gan  he  threttin  and  manace. 
And  through  the  bale  he  did  me  chace, 
'  For  fere  of  him  I  trembled  and  quoke. 
So  chorlifliely  his  hedde  he  flioke, 
And  faied.  If  eft  he  might  me  take    , 
1  flipuld  nat  from  his  hondis  fcape, 
j  Than  Bialacoil  is  fled  and  mate. 
And  I  all  fole  dtfin>nfolate 
,  W^  left  alone  in  pain  and  thought; 
Fro  fliame  to  deth  I  was  nigh  hi  ought  r 
Than  thought  I  on  my  high  fblie, 
How  that  my  bodie  uttirlie 
.  Was  yeye  to  paine  and  to  martire. 
And  therto  had  I  fo  grete  ire. 
That  I  ne  durft  the  l^yis  pafle ; 
There  wis  no  hope,  there  «ras  no  grace  > 
1  trowe  nevir  man  ^fte  of  pain 
But  he  were  laced  in  Lov*is  chain, 
Ne  no  man  wifi,  (and  foth  it  is) 
But  if  he  love,  what  angir  is. 
.  Love  holdeth  his  hefte  to  me  right  wele  j 
;  Whan  pain  (he  ioyid)  f  fliould  fele 
No  herte  maie  thinke  no  tong€  faip 
I A  quartir  of  my  wo  and  pain ; 
'  I  might  not  with  the  angtr  laft ; 
'  Mine  herte  in  poinA  was  for  to  braft 
Whan  I  thought  on  the  Rofi*,  that  fo 
Was  thorough  Daungir  caft  me  fro. 
'  A  long  while  Rode  I  in  that  fiate, 
j  Till  that  me  fawe  fo  madde  and  mate 
The  ladie  of  the  highd  ward,     ' 
'  Whiche  from  her  toure  lokid  thidirward. 

Refon  men  olepin  that  lady, 
Wluche  from  her  pfut  deUtirlf 


joa 
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Came  donne  to  me  wkhoutin  more; 

But  (he  was  neither  yong  ne  hore, 

Ne  high  nc  lowc,  oc  fatte  nc  Icnc, 

But  heft,  as  it  imexe  in  a  mene  : 

Her  eym  two  were  clere  and  light 

As  a  candill  that  brennith  bright ; 

And  on  her  hedde  (he  had  a  croune ; 

Her  femid  well  an  high  perfoune, 

For  round  environ  her  crounet 

Was  full  of  riche  ftonis  afret; 

Her  godely  femblaunt  by  devife 

1  trowe  was  made  in  Paradife, 

For  Nature  had  ncvir  ibche  grace 

To  forge  a  worke  of  fochc  compace ; 

For  certain,  but  if  the'  Icttir  lie, 

Crete  God  himfelf,  that  is  fo  hie, 

Fomiid  her  aftir  his  image. 

And  yafe  her  iithe  foche  avauntage 

That  ihe  hath  might  and  fcignorie 

To  kepd  men  from  all  folic  : 

Who  fo  woll  trow^  wele  her  lore  , 

he  maie  offcndin  ncvirmore. 

And  while  I  ftode  thus  derke  and  pale 
Rcfon  began  to  me  her  tale : 
She  faied,  Al  haile,  my  fwet^  frende ! 
Folic  and  childhod  woll  the  ihende, 
Whichc  the  have  put  in  grcte  A{r^ic ; 
Thou  hail  bought  dere  the  time  of  Male, 
That  made  thin  herte  merie  to  be ; 
In  eviU  time  thoy  wenteft  to  ie 
The  gardin  whereof  Idilnefle 
Ybkrc  the  keie  and  was  maiibefle, 
Whan  that  thou  yedift  in  the  davnc^ 
With  her,  and  haddin  acqnaintaunce; 
Her  acauaintaiince  is  periUous, 
Firft  foft,  and  aftir  full  noious; 
She  hath  the  traihid  without  wene ; 
The  god  of  Love  had  the  nat  fene, 
Ne  had  Idilnefle  the  conveide 
Within  the  verge  where  Mirthe  himpleide ; 
If  Folie  have  furpriiid  the 
Doe  fo  that  it  recovered  be. 
And  be  well  ware  to  take  no  more 
Counfaile  that  grevitfa  aftir  fore : 
He'  is  wife  that  woU  himfelf  chaftifc. 

Though  a  yong  man  in  any  wiic 
Trefpafle  emong  end  doe  folie» 
Let  him  nat  dwelle,  but  haftilie 
X^  him  amende  what  (b  be  mis; 
And  eke  I  counlaile  the  i-wia 
The  god  of  Love  wholly  foryete. 
That  hath  the  in  foche  pain  yfeu» 
And  the  in  herte  tounoientid  fo ; 
1  can  not  fene  how  thou  maieft  go 
Othir  waies  the  to  gariibon. 
For  Danngere,  that  is  fo  feloon, 
Fellie  purpofcth  the  to  werreie, 
Whiche  is  fulle  cruill,  ibthe  to  feie. 


And  yet  of  Daungere  cotneth  no  Uame; 
In  reward  of  my  daughtir  Shame, 
Whiche  hath  the  rolls  in  her  warde» 
As  ihQ  that  Buie  hf  no  muiarde, 


Ar  I  Wickid  Tong  is  with  tbeU  two, 

lliat  fttffrith  no  man  thidir  go. 

For  er  a  thing  be  doe  he  ihall. 

Where  that  he  comith  ovir  all. 

In  fonrtie  placis,  if*  it  be  fought, 

Saie  thing. that  ncre  was  don  ne  wrought. 

So  moche  traifon  is  in  his  male. 

Of  falfenefle  for  to  faine  a  tale. 

Thou  deleft  with  angrie  folke  i-wis. 

Wherefore  to  tbe  bettiris 

From  thefe  folkis  awaie  to  fare. 

For  thei  woll  make  the  live  in  care ; 

This  is  the  ill  that  Love  thei  call. 

Wherein  there  is  but  folie  all. 

For  love  is  folie  every  dell ; 

Who  loveth  in  no  wife  maie  doc  wcU, 

Ne  fet  his  thought  on  no  gode  werke  ; 

Hisichole  he  lefeth  if  he  be  derke. 

Or  othir  craft  if  that  he  be 

He  fliall  not  thrive  therein,  for  h& 

In  love  iha!  have  more  paMoun 

Than  mooke,  or  hermtte,  or  chanouo* 

This  pain  is  herd  out  of  mefure  ; 

The  joi6  maie  no  while  endure  $ 

And  eke  in  the  poffeftioi^ 

Is  mochil  tribulacioun  ( 

The  joie  it  is  fo  ihort  lafting. 

And  but  in  hape  is  the  getting ; 

I  fe  there  manv  an  travule 

That  at  the  Uft  ihall  fouly  fule ; 

I  was  nothing  thy  couniailer. 

Whan  thou  were  made  the  homager 

Of  god  of  Love  to  haftily. 

Where  was  no  wifedome  but  folie ; 

Thine  harte  was  joHe  but  not  ia£e 

Whan  thou  were  brought  in  foche  a  rage 

To  yelde  the  up  (o  remly 

To  Love  of  his  grete  maifttry. 


I  rede  the  Love  awaie  to  drive, 
That  maketh  the  reche  not  of  thy  live ; 
The  folie  more  fro  dai  to  dale 
Shall  growe  but  thou  it  put  awaie ; 
Take  with  thy  tetbe  the  bridill  bfie 
To  daunt  thy  herte,  and  eke  thee  afte. 
If  that  thou  maie^ ,  to  get  d^cnce 
For  to  redrefle  thy  fiiil  ofl*ence ; 
Who  fo  his  herte  alwaie  woll  leve 
Shall  finde  emong  that  ftiall  him  greve* 

Whan  I  her  herd  thus  me  chaftife 
I  anfwerde  in  full  angrie  wife, 
I  prayid  her  cefle  of  her  fpeche 
^thir  to  chaftifc  me  or  teche. 
To  bidd^  me  my  thought  refrein, 
Whiche  Love  hath  caught  in  his  demein  ( 
What  wenin  ye  Love  woU  conient 
(That  me  afleyith  with  bowe  bent) 
To  drawe  mine  herte  out  of  his  honde, 
Whiche  is  fo  quickly  in  his  bondt  I 
That  ye  counlaile  maie  nevir  be. 
For  whan  he  firft  areftid  me 
He  toke  mine  herte  fo  fore  him  till 
That  tt  is  Dothio|;at  m^  will ; 
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He  uught  it  ib  him  for  to*  obeie 
That  he  it  fparrid  with  ^  kei«« 
I  pnie  you  let  me  be  all  ftlll. 
For  ye  maie  well,  if  that  ye  wiU| 
Your  wordb  waile  in  idibefle. 
For  Qttirly,  withoutin  gefle. 
All  that  ye  laine  is  but  in  Tain ; 
Me  were  lerir  die  in  the  pain 
Than  Love  to  roeward  ihould  arette, 
FaJfhede  or  trc£bn  on  me  fettc  : 
I  woll  me  gettin  pru  or  blame. 
And  lore  true  for  to  iave  my  name  : 
Who  me  chaftiHth  I  him  hate. 
With  that  worde  Refon  went  her  gate. 
Whan  ihe  (awe  for  no  fermoning 
She  might  me  fro  my  folie  bring  : 
Than  difinayid  I  left  all  Ible, 
For-werie,  for-wandrcd,  at  a  fole. 
For  I  ne  knewe  no  chertiaQnce  : 
Than  fell  into  my  remembraunce 
How  LoTe  ybadde  me  to  purveie 
A  fielawe  to  whom  I  might  feie 
My  cooa&ile  and  my  privite, 
For  that  ihould  moche  ayailin  me. 

With  that  bethought  I  me  that  I 
Thad  a  leUw  iaft^  by 
True  and  fikir,  curteis  and  hende. 
And  he  called  wat  by  name  a  Frende ; 
A  truer  Fekwe  wat  no  where  none. 
In  hafteto  him  I  wentanofie. 
And  to  him  aU  my  wo  I  told. 
Fro  him  ri^t  nought  I  would  withold, 
I  tolde  him  all  withoutin  were. 
And  made  my  compleint  on  Doongere, 
How  for  to  fine  he  wat  hidout. 
And  to  meward  contrariout. 
The  whiche  through  hit  cruilte 
Wat  in  poind  to  have  meimid  me, 
With  Bialacoil  whan  he  me  feie 
Whhin  the  gardin  walke  and  pleie 
Fro  me  he  made  him  for  to  go. 
And  I  be  left  alone  in  wo ; 
1  divft  no  lengir  with  him  fpeke. 
For  Danngir  uied  he  woukl  be  wreke 
Whan  that  he  fiiwe  how  that  I  went 
The  fireflii  bothom  for  to  hent. 
If  I  werd  bardie  to  come  nere 
Bitwene  the  haie  and  the  rofere. 

Thit  frende,  whan  he  wift  of  my  thought. 
He  diicomfortid  me  right  nought  i 
But  iaied,  Felawe,  be  nat  fo  madde, 
Ne  A»  abdhid  qor  beftadde ; 
My  felfe  I  knowe  full  well  Daungere, 
And  bow  that  he  it  fiert  of  dure. 
At  primd  tempt.  Love  to  manace ; 
Fad  oft  I  have  ben  in  hit  cafe ; 
A  felon  Grit  though  that  he  be, 
Aftir  thon  ihalt  hun  fouple  fe  : 
Of  long  paifid  I  knewe  him  wele  ; 
UngodeUe  firft  though  men  him  feie 
He  woll  meke  aftre'  in  hit  bering 
Ben  for  fienrice  and  obeifing : 
I  ihall  the  tell  what  thou  (halt  doo; 
Mekclj  I  r^  thou  go  him  to, 


Of  herte  praie  him  specially 
Of  thy  trefpace  to  have  mercie. 
And  hotin  him  well  here  to  plefe. 
That  thou  ihalt  ner  more  him  difpleie  : 
Who  can  Mkkrwt  of  flatiry 
Shall  pleie  Daungir  mod  uttirly. 

My  frende  hath  faied  to  me  fo  wele 
That  he  me  eiid  hath  ibmedele. 
And  eke  allegged  of  my  tourment. 
For  through  hun  had  I  hardimenc 
Again  to  Daungir  for  to  go. 
To  preve  if  I  might  make  him  fo. 


To  Danngir  cam  I  all  aihamed, 

l*he  whiche  afome  me  had  yblamed, 

l^iiring  ftfr  t'  apefe  my  wd. 

But  OTcr  hedge  durib  I  nat  go, 

For  he  forbode  me  the  pai^ge  : 

I  founde  him  cruill  in  hit  rage. 

And  in  hit  honde  a  grete  bourdoun  ; 

To  him  1  knelid  lowe  adoun. 

Full  meke  of  port  and  fimple'  of  chere. 

And  iaied,  Sir,  I  am  comin  here 

Only  to  aflc  of  yoo  mercie ; 

It  grerith  me  full  gretily 

That  erir  I  have  wrathid  yoo, 

Bitt  for  to'  amende  I  am  come  now. 

With  all  my  aught  bothe  loude  and  (HU 

To  doin  right  at  your  own  will. 

For  Love  madin  me  for  to  do 

That  I  have  trefpafled  hidirt6. 

Fro  whome  I  nf  maie  drawe  mhie  herte. 

Yet  Ihall  I  nere  for  joie  ne  fmerte 

(What  fo  befUl  me,  gode  or  i^ 

Offendin  more  again  your  will ; 

Levir  I  have  endure  difefe 

Than  doe  that  whiche  ihould  you  difpleie. 


I  yon  require  and  praie  that  ye 
Of  me  have  mercie  and  pite, 
To  fkint  your  ire  that  grevith  fo. 
That  I  woll  fwere  for  evirmo 
To  be  redreiTed  at  your  liking 
If  I  trefpace  in  any  thing, 
Save  that  (I  praie  the)  grauntd  me 
A  thing  that  maie  nat  wamid  be. 
That  I  maie  love  all  oni^y. 
None  othir  thing  of  you  aike  I ; 
I  ihall  doin  all  wele  i-wit. 
If  of  yoor  grace  yougraunt  me  this. 
And  that  ye  maie  natlettin  me. 
For  well  wote  ye  that  love  isfre,. 
And  I  ihall  loven  foche  that  1  will. 
Who  evir  like  it  well  or  ill. 
And  yet  ne  would  I  for  all  Fraunce 
Doe  thing  to  doe  you  difpleiaunce. 
Tlian  Danngir  fill  in  his  entent 
For  to  foryeve  hit  male  talent. 
But  all  hit  wrathe  yet  at  the  lail 
He  hath  releied,  I  praied  (6  ftft. 
Shortly,  (he  fimd)  thy  cequclk 
Is  nat  to  moki^  diflioned, 
S 
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Ke  I  iiron  nat  wernin  k  the, 
I'or  yet  nothing  .engrevith  ne; 
For  thbagh  thou  Iotc  thus  evirmofe 
To  me  is  nekhn'  foft  ne  fore ) 
Xiove  where  the  lift,  what  rechith  me  ? 
So  ferre  thou  fro  my  rofis  be ; 
Truft  not  on  me  for  none  aflaie 
In  any  time  to  pafle  the  haie. 

Thus  hath  he  grauntid  my  praiere  i 
Than  went  I  fordie  withoutin  were 
Unto  my  frende,  and  uAd  him  all 
Whiche  was  right  foifttU  of  my  tale. 
(He  faicd)  Now  goeth  well  tlune  afiaire; 
He  (hall  to  the  be  debonaire ; 
Though  he  afome  was  difpitous 
He  ihall  herealtir  be  gracious  ; 
If  he  were  touched  on  fome  gt>dk  reis 
.He  (hould  yet  re  win  on  thy  pein  : 
Suffir,  I  rede,  and  no  bofte  make 
Till  thou  at  gode  mes  maieft  him  take? 

By  fufiraunoe  and  by  wordis  foft 
A  man  male  dYircomin  oft 
Him  that  afome  he  had  in  drede,' 
In  bokis  fothly  aa  I  re^. 
Thus  hath  my  frende  with  grete  comfort 
Avauncid  me  with  high  difport, 
Whiche  would  me  gode  as  moche  as  I  ( 
And  than  anon  fuU  fodainly 
]  toke  my  leve,  and  ftretght  I  went 
Unto  the  haie,  for  grete  talent 
I  had  to  fene  the  ki&kc  bodiom 
Wherein  laie  my  IklTadon, 
And  Daongir  toke  kepe  if  that  t 
Kepe  him  coTibaunt  truity : 
So  foi^  I  drede  bin  manafing 
I  durft  not  brekin  his  bidding. 
For  left  that  I  were  of  hini  flicnt 
I  brake  not  ins  cammaundiment. 
For  to  purchafin  nis  gode  will 
It  was  for  to  comin  there  till; 
His  mercie  was  to  ferre  behinde 
Ykept,  for  I  ne  might  it  6nde  i 
I  complainid  and  (ighid  fore, 
And  languifliid  evir  the  more. 
For  I  ne  durft  nat  ovir  go 
Unto  the  Rofe  I  lovid  fo. 
Throughout  my  deming  uttirly 
That  .he  had  knowlege  certainly ; 
Than  Love  me  ladde  in  foch^  wifo 
That  in  me  there  was  no  feintifo 
Ke  falihedde,  ne  no  trecherie. 
And  yet  he  full  of  viQanie, 
And  of  difdaine  and  cruike. 
On  me  ne  would  hare  no  ptte 
His  cruill  wiU  for  to  jrcfrain, 
Tho  1  wept  aie  and  me  complain. 


And  while  I  was  in  this  tnrment 
Were  come  of  grace,  by  Ood  yfcnt^l 
Bame  Fraunchife,  and  with  her  Pite, 
Fulfilde  the  bothom  of  bountc  : 
Th?i  go  to  Daungir  anon  right 
To  ferthir  mc  with  s^^  tber  migbt. 


And  helpe  me  in  worde  and  in  de^^ 
For  well  thei  (awe  that  it  was  nede. 
Firft  of  her  graci  Dame  Fraunchifo     * 
Vtakin  hath  of  this  emprife  } 
She  faied  Daungif,  grete  wrong  yedo^ 
To  worch  this  man  fo  mochil  woe, 
Orpinin  him  foangirfie,  ^ 

It  is  to  you  grete  vtlanie ; 
I  can  not  fo  ne  why  ne  how 
That  he  hath  trefpalfod  again  yon. 
Save  that  he  lovedi,  wherefore  ye  fliofif 
The  more  in  charite*  of  him  ho!4  : 
The  force  of  Love  ntaketh  him  do  dus  i 
Who  would  him  blame  he  did  amn : 
He  letith  more  than  he  maie  doe; 
His  pain  is  harde  ye  maie  fo  lo  f 
And  Love  in  no  wife  would  confotft 
That  he  have  powir  to  fcpent, 
For  though  that  quicke  ye  would  him  fW 
Fro  Love  his  herte  ne  maie  nat  go. 

Now,  fwet  ^r,  it  is  your  efo 
Him  for  to  singir  or  difofo. 
Alas !  what  may  it  you  avaonce 
To  doen  to  him  fo  gf etc  grevauncc  f 
What  wor(hip  is*  it  again  him  take. 
Or  on  your  man  a  werrd  make, 
Sithe  he  fo  lowlie  every  wifo 
Is  redy  as  ye  kifte  dcvi(c  ? 
If  Love  have  caught  him  in  his  lace,' 
You  for  t*  obaie  in  every  cace, 
And  ben  your  fubjedk  at  your  wiH, 
Should  ye  therfore  wiUin  him  ill  ? 
Ye  (hould  him  fparin  more  ail  out 
Than  him  that  i^  bothe  proude  and  ftottt  t 
Curtefie  would  that  ye  fuccoure 
Them  that  ben  meke  nndir  your  tfXTt  t 
His  bfrte  It  hard  that  fvtU  not  meke 
Wbam  mai  bf  wukeneffe  bim  hfekcm 


Th!s  is  certain,  feyid  Pite^ 
We  fo  oft  that  humilite 
Bothe  ire  and  aUb  felonie 
Venqui(h*eth,  and  alfo'  melancolie^ 
To  ftontlin  fortbe  in  fochc  durcffe 
This  cmilte  and  wickcdnt^e  ; 
Wherefore  I  praie  you.  Sir  Daungere,- 
For  to  maintein  no  lengir  here 
Soche  cruill  werre  again  your  man,- 
As  wholly  your's  as  er  he  can. 
Nor  that  ye  worchin  no  more  weT 
Qn  this  cattlfe  languifhing  fo, 
Whiche  woll  no  more  to  you  trcfpace^- 
But  put  him  whollv  in  your  grace  : 
And  his  offence  ne  was  but  Ute ; 
The  god  of  Love  it  was  to  witc 
That  he  your  thrall  fo  gretdy  is  : 
If  ye  him  harme  ye  doen  amis. 
For  he  hath  had  full  hard  penaunce 
Sith  that  ye  reft  him  th*  aqoaintaunfce 
Of  Blalacoil,  his  moft  joie, 
Whiche  all  his  pains  might  acoie  : 
He  was  before  anoyid  fore, 
But  than  ye  doublid  him  well  more. 


trtaK  roMaukt  6v  the  rose. 


^ 


tor  lie  of  blifle  h»th  ben  ful  lart 
Sith  BialacoU  was  fro  him  face  : 
Love  hath  to  h^n  dooc  grete  diArcfle, 
He  hath  no  nede  of  more  4ure0e  :  - 
Voidith  firom  him  yqur  ire  I  rede  } 
Yc  maie  oot  wimiin  io  (hif  dede  : 
Maketh  Bialacoil  repaire  agaip 
And  havith  pite  on  his  pain. 
For  Frauuchifp  woU»  and  I  Pite, 
That  mercifuU  to  him  ye  be ; 
And  fithe  that  (he  s^id  I  accoide 
Have  apon  him  n^rlcordc^ 
For  I  you  praie,  and  eke  monefte^ 
Nought  to  reiufin  our  xequefte, 
For  he  is  hard  and  feQ  of  thought. 
That  for  us  two  woll  doe  right  nought* 
Daongir  me  migl^t  no  more  endure^ 
He  mekid  him  unto  mefuce. 

I  woll  in  no  wife,  faieth  Daungcre,. 
Denie  that  ye  have  afkfd  here. 
It  were  to  grete  uncurtifie ; 
I  woll  ye  have  the  compania 
Of  Bialacoil,  as  ^e  de^e ; 
I  woll  him  lettin  in  no  wiG^ 
To  Bialacoil  than  went  in  hie 
Fraunchife,  and  faied  full  curtiflic/ 
Ye  hare  :to  long  yben  dei^oua 
Unto  this  loYir  and  dannge'rouf. 
Fro  him  to  withdrawe  your  prefieoce, 
Whiche  hath  doe  to  lum  ^rete  offence. 
That  ye  not  would  upon  iiim  /e, 
Wherfore  a  focowfioH  man  is  he  : 
Shape  ye  Co  p^  him  and  to  pleie. 
Of  my  love  if  ye  woll  iiave  e£t  s 
Fulfill  his  will :  fith  that  ye  knosre 
Daongir  is  danntid  and  brought  lowe 
Through  he^  of  me  and  of  Pite 
Ton  dare  no  more  aferde  to  be. 

1  ihall  doiaxi^  as  ye  will, 
Saieth  Bimlacotl,  for  it  is  ikill, 
Sith  Daungir  tiroll.tbat  it  ib  be ; 
Than  Fraunchife  h^th  him  ient  to  me« 


Bialacoil  at  the  beginning 

Saluid  me  in  his  commtnff ; 

Mo  ftrauoe2ncfie  was  in  hkn  iene 

No  more  Uian  he  ne*  had  wrathid  ben^^ 

Asiadfe  fcmblannt  diaa  fliewedhe  me, 

Aodgodely«  as  afome  did  he. 

And  by  the  honde  wkhoutin  dodit 

Within  the  haie  right  aM  about 

He  lad  me  with  a  right  gode  chere. 

All  environ  on  the  vergere 

That  Daungere  had  me  chaild  fro. 

Now  haT«  1  leve  ovre'  all  to  go. 

Now  am  I  raifed  at  my  devilc 

Fro  hell  up  unto  paradife. 

Thus  Bialacoil  of  gendlnefle 

With  all  his  pain  and  bufineiTe 

Hath  (heyrid  me  ondy  of  grace 

The  eftirs  of  the  lot^  place. 

1  iawc  the  Rofe,  whan  I  was  nigh, 
Wasgrctir  woxin  and  fl^dre  h^gt^ 


Freihe  and  roddy,  and  fasre  of  hewe. 

Of  colour  evir  iUiche  newc  : 

And  whan  I  had  it  Idngi  £ene 

I  fawe  that  through  the  levis  grdie 

The  Ro(2  fpred  tq  fpanniihing. 

To  fcne  it  was  a  godely  thing, 

But  it  ne  was  fo  ^xrede  on^brede 

That  men  with\n  might  knowe  the  fede^ 

For  it  covert  ywas  and  dofc  ' 

Bothe  with  the  leves  and  with  the  Rofe  ; 

The  ftalk^e  was.etsn*  and  grene  upright. 

It  was  thereon  a  godcty  fight. 

And  well  the  Jbetdr  without  weiie 

For  that  the  fede  was  not  yfene  : 

Full  (aire  it  fprad,  the  god  of  Blefle, 

For  foche  an  otbir  as  I  geiTe 

Afome  ne  was  ne  more  vemiaile ; 

T  was  abawed  for  marvetle. 

For  er  the  fairir  that  at  was 

The  more  Tam  boundin  in  Love's  hum- 

Long  I  abode  there,  (bthe  to  fioe. 

Til  Bialacoil  I  gan  to  praie. 

Whan  that  I  fawe  him  in  na  wife 

To  me  to  wamin  lusfcndce, 

That  he  to  me  Would  gcaont  a  thin^ 

Whiche  to  remembre'  is  well  fittiog. 

This  is  to  iaine,  that  of  hU  grace 

He  would  me  yeve  leiiar  and  .^ce. 

To  me  that  was  fo  defirous 

To  have  a  kiflbg  precious 

Of  the  fo  godely  ^eih^  roTe 

That  fp  fwetely  fmclleth  in  my  nolei 

For  if  it  you  diipkfid  nought 

I  woll  gladly,  as  1  have  fought, 

Havin  a  kiffe  therof  frely 

Of  your  yeftd,  for  certainly 

I  woll  none  have  but  by  your  leve. 

So  lothe  me  werre  yon  £at  to  grevc^ 


He  fayid,  Frende,  foCod  me  Ijpede, 
Of  Chaftite  I  have  foche  dred«. 
Thou  fliouldeft  not  w^maid  be  for  mCj, 
But  I  dare  not  for  Cbaftite  $ 
Again  her  dare  I  not  mifiloe, 
Foralwaie  biddith  ihe  mefb 
To  yeve  no  lovir  love  to  kiffc. 
For  who  thereto  may  winnan,  i-wiflc 
He  of  the  furplus  of  the  praie 
May  live  in  hope  to  get  iome  dale ; 
For  who  fo  kiflmg  maie  attain 
Of  lov'is  pain  halh  (foth  to  fain) 
The  beft  and  the  mofte  avinaoot. 
And  erneft  of  the  reminaunt* 
Of  his  anfwere  I  fighid  fore, 
I  durfte  aflaie  him  tho  no  more, 
I  had  fuche  dredeto  greve Jum  aie ; 
•  A  man  fliould  not  to  mnche  aifaie 
To  chafe  his  frende  out  of  mefuce. 
Nor  j^ut  his  life  in  avinture ; 
For  no  man  9t  the  ^rft  Aroke 
Ne  may  not  fcl  adoune  ^  oke. 
Nor  of  the  rdfins  have  the  wine 
Till  grapes  be  ripe  and  well  a*Snc, 
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Be  fore  emprefled,  I  yon'  enfure. 
And  diawin  out  bf  the  prefltire : 
But  I,  forpeinid  wondir  ftroag, 
Thoughte  that  I  abode  right  loog 
Aftir  the  kifle  m  paine  and  wo^  ' 

Sith  I  to  kifle  deurid  fo ; 
Till  that  rcwing  on  my  difbeffc 
There  C9iiiin  Venos  the  goddefie, 
(Whiche  aie  wcryifb  ChaiUte) 
Came  of  her  grate  to  ibcour  me, 
Whofe  ought  is  knowin  fcrre  and  wide, 
For  ihe  it  mothir  of  Cupidc, 
The  god  of  Love,  aa  Uinde  at  done'. 
That  helpith  lovirt  many  one# 
Thit  lady  brought  in  her  right  hmide 
Of  brenning  fire  a  blaiing  brondc. 
Whereof  the  flame  and  hoti  fire 
Hath  many*  a  lady  in  defire 
Of  love  ybrought,  and  (ore  yhette. 
And  in  her  farvice  her  herte  fiette. 
Thit  lady  was  of  gode  entaile. 
Right  wondirful  of  apparaile  ; 
By  her  atire  fo  bright  and  (bene 
Men  might  perceivin  well  and  fene 
She  wat  not  ef  religioun ; 
Nor  I  n*il  makin  mencioun 
Nor  of  her  robe  nor  of  trefonr. 
Of  broche  ne  of  her  riche  attonr, 
Ne  of  her  girdle'  about  her  fide, 
For  that  I  n'il  not  long  abide ; 
But  knowith  well  that  certainly 
She  wat  arrayid  nchily ; 
Bevoide  of  pride  certaine  (be  was; 
To  BialacoU  ihe  went  a  paat. 
And  to  him  ihortely  in  a  claula 
She  fayid.  Sir,  what  it  the  caufe 
Ye  ben  of  porte  fo  dauqgiroua 
Unto  thit  lovir  and  dainous. 
To  graunt  him  nothing  but  a  kiife  t 
To  wame  it  him  ye  done  amiflie, 
Sithe  well  ye  wotln  how  that  he 
It  Love*t  fervaunt,  at  ye  may  fis. 
And  hath  beaote,  wher  through  be  it 
Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blit. 
How  he'  it  femely  beholde  and  fe. 
How  he  it  faire,  now  he  it  £re. 
How  he  it  fote  and  debooaire. 
Of  ag^  yonge,  lofty  and  faire : 
There  it  no  lady  fo  hanteine, 
Ducheife,  countefle,  ne  chalUlaine, 
That  I  n'olde  her  ungodely 
For  to  refufe  him  uttirly. 

Hit  brethe  it  alfo  gode  and  fwete. 
And  hit  lippet  roddy ;  are  thei  mete 
Only  to  plaine  and  not  to  kiffe  i 
Graunt  him  a  kiife  of  gentilnefle. 

His  teth  arae  alio  white  and  dene ; 
Me  thinkith  wrong  withoutia  weae 
If  ye  now  wamo  him,  tniiUth  me, 
To  graunt^  that  a  kifie  have  he ; 
The  laife  ye  helpe  him  that  ye  hafle. 
And  the  more  tmid  ihul  yo  waiU. 

Whan  the  flame  of  the  very  bronde 
That  Venus  brought  in  her  right  honde 


Had  Bialacoil  with  hit  hete  Gnete 
Anone  he  bade  mt  without  letc. 
And  grauntid  me  the  RoCe  to  kilTc^ 
Than  pf  my  paine  I  ganne  to  lifle^' 
And  to  the  Rofe  anon  went  I, 
And  kiifid  it  ful  faithfully. 
Nede  no  man  aike  if  I  was  blith 
Whan  the  iavour  fo  fofte  and  lith 
Stroke  to  mine  hert  withoutin  more/ 
And  me  alleggid  of  my  fore. 
So  wat  1  ful  of  joye  and  blifle ; 
It  it  faire  fuche  a  floure  to  kiife ; 
It  wat  fo  fote  and  iavirout 
I  might  not  be  fo  anguiihout 
That  I  mote  glad  and  joly  be ; 
Whan  that  I  do  remembre  me 
Yet  evre'  among  (fothly  to  iaine) 
I  fuflre  noie  and  mochil  paine. 


The  ie  may  nevir  be  fo  flill 

But  with  a  litill  winde  at  will 

May  ovirwhelme  and  toume  alfo 

As  it  were  wode  in  wawis  go ; 

Aftir  the  calme  the  trouble  fone 

Mote  folow,  and  chaunge  as  the  mooe.^ 

Right  fo  fiureth  Love,  that  felde  m  one 
Holdethhis  ancre,for  right  anaoe 
Whan  thci  in  cfe  wane  befk  ta  Kve 
They  ben  with  tempeft  all  fordrive. 
Who  fervith  Love  can  kU  of  wo 
The  ftoundmele  joye  mote  ovirgo^ 
Now  he  hurtith  and  now  he  cureth. 
For  felde  in  o  pointe  Love  endaretb. 

Now  it  is  ri^ht  me  to  procede 
How  Shame  gan  medle  and  take  hede. 
Through  whom  £el  aagirs  1  have  hadr. 
And  how  the  ibt>ag^  vrall  wat  made^ 
And  the  caflell  of  brede  and  length. 
That  god  of  Love  wan  with  his  iUeogth  : 
Al  this  in  Romaunce  will  I  fet. 
And  for  no  thing  ne  will  I  let. 
So  that  it  liking  to  her  be 
That  is  the  floure  of  all  beaute, 
For  ihe  may  beft  my  labour  xftntc 
That  1  for  her  love  ihal  endite. 

WickidTonge,  Whiche  diit  the  cfptmd 
Of  every  lovir  can  dovine 
Worile,  and  sie  addith  more  fomdele, 
(For  wickid  tonge  iaith  nevir  wele) 
To  mewarde  bare  he  right  grete  hate, 
Efpying  me  erly  and  late. 
Til  he  hath  fene  the  greU  chere 
Of  Bialacoil  and  me  ifere  : 
He  ne  might  not  his  tonge  vnthilonde 
Worfe  to  reportin  than  he  fonde. 
He  wat  fo  ful  of  curiid  rage  i 
It  (at  him  wele  of  his  linage. 
For  him  an  Iriihe  woman  hare : 
His  tonge -vras  filid  iharpe  and  f<iiiare. 
And  right  poignaunt,  and  right  kerving^ 
And  wondir  bittir  in  fpeking ; 
For  whan  that  he  me  gan  efpie 
He  fwore  (aSiadPf  iSuriyy 


Bltwene  Bialacoil  and  me  ^ 

Was  lU  aquaintaunce  syad  pzAe  t 

He  fpake  therof  Co  f9b\ic 

That  he  awakid  Jelouile,  • 

Whiche  all  afraiod  in  his  riUng', 

\Vhan  that  he  herde  the  jaofi^ikag^ 

He  ran  anon  as  he  were  wodis     y' 

To  Bialacoil  there  that  he  (lode, 

Whichi  had  levir  in  thh  ca5 

Have  ben  at  Reiaea  or  Aniiai 

rat  f^te-hote  in  his  felonie 

To  him  chns  (aide  JelBoic ; 

**  Why  haft  thou  bcn  fy  negligent^  *     * 

**  To  kepin,  wh^  I  was  abient,  '  < 

"  Thi»  vergir  here  Icftc  in  thy  wardpf*  ^ 

'  To  me  thou  haddilfc  no  regdple    «.  <  j£ 

*  Tn  truft  (to  thy  conljffioi*^  ^ 
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I  **  C^e  faute  in  the  now  have  I  Ibuadie  ; 
^  By  God  anon  thou  ihsk  be  bowkk, 
**  And  faft^  lockin  in  a  coure, 
*^  Withoo^n  ref oite  or  icMDive. 


'^  For  ^hame  to  long  bath  be  the  fro  $ 

**  Ovir  fone  ihe  was  ag^i; 

**  Whan  thou  ha(t  loA  ikxh  dsede  and  krt 

'*  It  femid  well  ike  was  not  he« 

**  For  (he  was  b^fy  lo  no  wife 

**  To  kepin  the  and  to  challic«^ 

"  And  for  to  belpin  Chaftite 

"  To  kepe  the  roiir,  as  thi&keth  me,-      « 

*^  For  than  this  boie  knave  roh||di]f<f  *  * 

**  Ne  ihoulde  natha«e  be  hjJHw      ' 

*'  Ne  in  this  Tergir  had  fuck^amtf, 

"  Which  now  me  tonmith  ta§(||e  (hame." 

Bialacoil  n^is  what  tflKe* 

Fnl  faine  he  woaM  have  fled  awaic^ 

For  fere  have  hyidj  nc'cre  that  he 

All  ibdainly  tokehim  with  me  ; 

And  whan  I  fawShat  hi  had  fo 

This  Jelovfie  tsdSi  us  two, 

i  was  z&iom^  and  kncwe  no  rede. 

Bat  fledde  away  for  very  drede. 

Than  Shame  came  forth  fol  fimpiUy  ; 
8he  wende  have  trc^oced  ful  gretfly, 
Huniblo<  o£  hex  porte^  and  made  it^fimple, 
I  Wcriog  a  vaile  in  ftede  of  winple,' 
pAs  mmnis  done  in  ther  abbey  i 
Btcaofe  h^r  hert  war  in  afGnty 
She  gan  to  fpeke  withip  a  tllrowe 
To  Jeloufie  nght  woRHt  lowe. 

Ftrft  6t  his  grace  (he  him  befougfat, 
And  (ayid,  ^,  ne  levith  nought 
Wickid  Tongd,  that  faUe  eijpie, 
'Which  is  fo  glad  to  ^ine-  and  lie ; 
He  hath  yen  mode  through  flatiring 
Oq  Bialacoil  a  (alfe  lefing } 
His  lalihcfle  is  not  nowe  a  newe, 
h  is  to  longe  that  be  liya  kticwt  $ 
YouU 


^is  ne  h  not  the  firiH  daie, 
^r  Wickid  Tonge  hath  cnibome  ale 
The  yonge  folkb  to  bewrie, 
And  falfe  lelinffis  on  'hem  lie* 

Yet  nete-thele0*e  I  fe  amoAg 
That  the  ijpif  n^  it  is  fo  long 
OMlalacoil,  hertis  to  lure 
In  Lov'is  fcrvicc  §$r  to*  enduiv, 
Ydrawing  fuchc  folke  him  to 
That  he  hath  nothing  with  to  do. 
But  in  fothnefife  I  trowe  nought 
•That  Bialacoil  had  er  in  thought 
To  do  trdjpace  oc  vilanie, 
But  for  his  mothir  Curtilie 
Hath  taught  nim  evir  for  to  be 
Code  of  aqueintaunce  and  Piive, 
For  he  lovith  no^  bevinefle, 
B/it  mirtif  an^  pla^^  and  all  gladnefTe; 
He  hatith  eke  sdle'trechours. 
And  foleine  folke  and  envious. 
For  ye  wele  wetin  how  that  ha 
Wol  eviikglad  and  joyful  be 
i  Honeftly  with  folke  to  pley  : 
I  have  be  negligent  in  fey 
To  chaftife  faftn,  therfbre  now  I 
Of  herte  ycrie  you  here  ni^^scy,  ** 

That  I  have  ben  fo  rechiles.  \ 

To  tamin  him  withouteif  lees^ 
Of  xi|y  foly  I  me  repem ; 
Now  wol  1  whole  fct  mine  entcnt 
*To  Icepin  bothd  low  and  ftill 
Bialacoil  to  do  your  wlU. 

O  Shantc  !  o  Shame  !  iaide  Jelouit^^ 
To  be  bitrafhcd  gretc  dredc  have  I  ; 
Lecherie  hath  yclosibtf  fo  hie,  ' 
Tha^^molkr  blend  is  mine  cie  s 
No  wontUr  is  if  drede  have  I, 
Ovir  all  reignith  Lechery, 
Whofc  might  ygrowith  night  and  de^ 
But  in  doiftre  andiD abbey  ; 
Chaftite*  isJMcrriMovirall, 
Therefore  IWoU with  flkir  wall 
Ckofe  both  the  rods  and  rofere ; 
I  have  to  long  in  this  manero 
JLbfte  'hem  unclofid  wilfully, 
Wherfore  I  am  ught  inwardly 
Sorowfbll,  and  Apent^  me ;  ' 
But  now  thei  (hall  no  lengir  ba 
Undodd  ;  and  yet  I  drede  fore 
I  (hall  repenti  ferthirmore. 
For  the  game  goith  all  amb ; 
Counfaile  I  muftc  newe  i-wis  t 
I  have  to  long  ytruftid  the. 
But  now  it  (hal  no  lebgir  be, 
For  hexnay  ^ft  in  every  coftc 
DecevSl  th^mcn  truftin  mofte  : 
r  fe  wel||klR  I  Am  nigh  (hent 
But  if  I  fct  my  full  entcnt 
Some  rcmcdie  for  to  purvcle,. 
Wherfore  clofin  I  (hall  the  wcy 
From  them  that  woU  the  Rofe  cfpit ; 
And  come  to  waite  me  viHS^ie ; 
For  now  in  gode  faitn  and  in  trouth 
I  wol  not  Icttin  for  no  liouth,    >, 
U 
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To  live  tlie  rtorc  in  {ULcmeiTe, 

Do  make  anon  s  fortirelfe. 

Than  clofe  the  rofis  of  godc  favour  > 

In  middis  ihal  I  make  a  tour 

To  put  B'talacoil  in  prUbn^ 

For  cvir  I  drede  me  of  txeCbn  : 

I  trow  I  fhal  him  kep^  fo 

That  he  ihal  have  n«>migbt  to  ^ 

About  to  makin  companie 

To  them  that  thinke  of  vilaoie, 

Nc  to  no  ftichc  as  hath  ben  here 

Afome^and  found  in  him  gode  chere,) 

Whiche  ^n  aflailid  him  to  fbende. 

And  wttii  ther  towandife  to- blende  : 

A  folc  is  etth  to  begtlc ; 

But  may  r  live  a  litil  while 

He  ihal  forthinke  his  faive  fcmbUnn^ ; 

And  with.tkat  worde  came  Drede  Afaiiiit«i 
Which  was  abaihed,  and  in  gretc  fere ' 
Whan  he  \«lft  Jcloufie  was  there ; 
He  was  for  drede  itv  fuche  affray 
That  not  a  worde  durfte  he  fay, 
But  quaking  (lode  ful  Ail  s^one, 
(Til  Jeloufie  his  way  was  gone) 
Save  Sham^,  that  hln  not  forlbkc  ;.    .. 
Jloth  Drede  &hd  (he  fulrfor^  quojie^ 
That  at  the  M^  Drede  abraide. 
And  to  his  coHn  Shame  iitide  : 
.     Shamv^(he  faid)  in  fothC^lDeifcf 
To  mc  it  Is  grct  hevineffc 
That  the  ^oifc  is  fo  fenrc  ygo. 
And  eke  the  fclaundir,  of  us  two  ^ 
But  fithin  that  it  is  befall. 
We  niaie  it  not  agalne  call 
Whan  onis  fprongin  is  a  fame  f- 
9or  many*' a  yere  withoutin  blame      '       '« 
We  have  ocn,  and  many  a  day. 
For  many*  an  Aprill,  many*  a  May^  , 
We  han  ypalid  nothing  (hamed^ 
Til  Jcloufie  hath  us  yblanied   . 
Of  miflruft  and  fufpccSlion  .^ 

Caufelcflc,  without?  cnchcfbn  : 
Go  wc  to  Daungir  haftily. 
And  let  us  fliewc  hintopinly 
That  he  hath  not  aright  ywrought 
Whan  that  he  fctt^  not  hi?  bought 
To  kcpin  bcttir  the  purprife  ; 
tn  his  doing  he  is  nSt  wife  ;; 
He  hath  to  us  do  gretd  wrongs 
That  harh  fuffirid  now  fo  long. 
Bialacoil  tohavc  his-wM 
AU^  His  Inftis  to  fulfill: 
He  muft  amende  it  uttirly^ 
f)r  els  dial*  he  vilainoufly 
Exili4^e  out  of  this  londe  5    ^        t 
For  he  the  werre  maie  not  witKdoBo!^ 
Of  Jeloufie,  nor  berc  the  j^efe,  '   ^ 

Sithc  Bialacoik  ia  at  milchefe.. 


To  Daimgir, -Shame  and  Drede  anofl' 
Tlie  vqjhte  way  ben  bdth  ygoa ; 
The  ciiorlc  thai  foundin  *hcm*afomC' 
Lij^giug  undir  an  hawethorne ;. 


THE  Ra]||AUNT  OF  THE  ROSE. 

^  Undir  his  hcde  i*  pilowe  wai 
But  in  the  ftede  a  tntte  of  gras ; 
He  flombrid,  and  a  knappe  h^tc^e^ 
Til  Shamd  pitoufly  him  flioke. 
And  grete  mafiace  on  ftim  gan  make. 
Why  flepift  thou  vhan  thouflioald  wake? 
(Quod  Shame)  dun  doeft  tu  viknie 
Who  trudith  the  ne  doth  fotie 
To  kepe  rofis  or  bothomt* 
Whan  thei  ben  faire  in  ther  fefons : 


Jghou  art^  woxe  to  famiHere 
Wher  thou  fhould  be  ftraange  of  chere 
Stoute  of  thy  -^rte,  rcdy  t«  grevc  :     . 
Thou  doeft  gret  foUe  for  televe  ^ 
Bujacoilhete  iiine  to  call 
Ue  yoi&r  invi  to  jhenden  us  all :' 
ThoughSit  thou  item  w^nowiohere 
Of  Jelouuc  grete  ooiie  here  : 
Art  (hou  now  late  I  rifeyif  an  hie^ 
4|a<&<loppe  fone  and  deWrly  * 

All^  the  ga^pia  of  the  hay  ;  -^ 

Do  no  favour  Ido  the  pray : 
It  fallith  nothing  to  thy  name 
To*  make  fayrefemblanatwheretiioomayftebUiBe« 
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If  Bialacoil  be  fwetc  and  fre, 
Doggid  and  fel  thou  fl&ouliiil  be. 
Forward  and  ontragious  i-wis ; 
i  A  chorle  Aungij^  that  curtets  ir: 
This  haven  lierdAft  in  flying, 
That  man  ne  maie  for  jao  dawnting 
Make  a  foerhauke  of  a  bofarde : 
Al  mtik  ^ol  hoU  the  for  mufarde 
That  debon^f  l«^e  Cbundin  the  s 
It  fitteth  theftbugjlftprteis  to  be  : 
To  do  men  pleiaudFor  fenrife 
In  the  it  isrecreumdife  : 
Let  thy  werkis  Mq^  and  nye 
Be  like  thy  name,  wludie  jMOanngeit. 

Than  als  abafliid  iiuhe^^P^ 
Anon  fpake  Dcede,  right  thm  faying* 
And  fayid,  Daungir,  I  drede  me 
That  thou  ne  wok^  befy  be 
To  keptn  that  thou  hail  t^  kep^ 
Whan  thou  fliouldeft  wake  thouaif  a-fl^ 
Thou  (halt  be  grevid  certainly 
If  the  afpyin  Jelotifie, 
Or  if  he  find^  the  in  Uame ; 
He  ha9i  to  da/  affailid  ShasMf 
And  chafed  away  with  grete  manaee 
Biakcoii  out  of  this  place. 
And  fwerith  fhortly  that  ke  fluU 
Fndofe  him  in  a  fturdy  wall  \ 
And  al  is  for  thy  wickidnefi^ 
*For  that  the  failith  ftraungfltiTe  ;    ^ 
Thine  hert  1  trowe  be  failid  all; 
Thou  (halt  repent  in  fpeciall. 
If  Jcloufie  the  foth^  knewe. 
Thou  ihak  forthinke  and  iati  rewc* 

With  that  the  chorle  his  dubbc  gon  fli^) 
Frowning  his  eyin  gan  to  make. 
And  hj^us  chere,  as  man  in  rage  ; 
For  yirnp  brent  in  hk  vifiige ; 


THE   kOMAU 

VLih  tiiat  he  herdi!  him  blamid  fo 

lie  £ud.  Out  pf  my  wit  I  g% 

To  be  difcomfite  I'^ve  grete  wrong  i 

CcTth  I  have  now  lived  to  long 

Sithe  I  may  dot  this  dofir  kepe  :  * 

Al  quiche  I  would  dc  dolvin  depe 

Yf  any  man  ihall  more  repay r« 

This  gardin  for  foule  or  fayre; 

Mine  hert  fq|  ire  goith  a-fere 

That  I  let  any  entre  here : 

f  have  do  foiy  now  I  fe. 

But  DOW  it  fhal  amended  be  :         « 

Who  fettith  fete  here  any  more 

Truly  he  nail  repent  it  [ore, 

Fbr  no  man  nu>re  itito  this  place 

Of  m«  to  enlre  ihall  have  grace  ;       , 

Levir  I  had  with  fwerdis  cwaine 

Throughout  mine  hert  in  every  value, 

Pcrcid  to  be  with  many*  a  wounde  ' ' 

Than  flouthe  (bobld  in  me  be  foimde  :  .. 

FrKd  hcnniffoiirth  by  night  of  dey' ' 

I  ihalhdcfende  it  if  I  may 

Withoutin  ahy  excepcioti 

Of  ecbe  manir  condicion. 

And  if  l^it  any  man  giraunte 

There  holdith  ny  for  recrdauote; 


Than  Daungit  on  hit  fete  gan  donid 
And  bent  a  burdon  in  his  honde ; 
Wroth  in  his  ire  ne  left  he  nought. 
But  through  the  vergir  he  hath  foug|it 
If  he  OAght  findin  hole  or  trace 
Whertthrottgh  that  memoteforthi>ypkce| 
Or  any  gappe,  he  did  it  dole ; 
That  no  man  might  touchi|i  y  Rofe 
Of  the  ^iir  all£  about. 
He  (bittsth  every  man  without, 

T|in*  day  by  day  Daungit  It  veers^ 
More  woodir^  and  more  divers, 
And  fdlir  eke  th^jftrc'  he  was, 
Por  him  ful  oft  I  finge  alas! 
For  I  ne  miiy  nought  through  hit  ire 
JUcovir  that  I  mofte  defire ; 
Mine  hert,  abftl  Wol  breft  a-two^ 
For  Bialacoil  Iwrathid  fo; 
For  certainly  in  every  membrd  , 
1  quake  whain  that  1  me  remembre 
Of  the  bothom  whiche  that  T  wolde 
Ful  oft  a  day  fene  and  behblde ; 
And  when  I  thinke  upon  the  Idfle, 
And  how  much  joie  and  ho ^  xhuch  blilTe^ 
•1  hadde  through  the  favour  fwete. 
For  want  of  it  I  grone  and  grete  : 
Me  thinketh  I  fele  yet  in  my  nole 
The  iat6  favour  o^he  Rofe, 
And  now  I  w6te  Uiat  I  mote  gO 
So  ferre  the  freihc  flouris  fro, 
To  me  ful  welcome  were  the  dethe. 
Absence  therof  (alas  1  me  flethe ; 
For  whilom  with  this  Rofe,  alas ! 
I  tottchid  oofe,  and  mouthe,  and  face, 
Bot  now  the  deth  I  muft  abide : 
Bot  Love  confcot  an  othir  tide 
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That  onis  I  touche  maie  and  kidPe 

I  trow  my  paioe  ihal  nevir  lifle  ; 

Theron  is  sill  my  covetife, 

Whiche  brent  my  hart  in  any  wife  ; 

Now  ihal  iVpaire  againc  fighing. 

Long  watche  on  nightes,  and  no  fleping, 

Thought  in,  wiihing,  turment,  and  wo, 

With  many*  a  touming  to  and  fro. 

That  halfe  my  paine  I  canpot  tell. 

For  I  am  fall  in  inco  hell 

From  paradife  and  welthe  i  the  more 

My  turment  grevith,  more  and  more 

Anoyith  now  the  bittirnciTc 

That  1  to  feme  have  fcltc  fwctnclTc  : 

Aad  Wickid  Tonge  throughe  his  falihede 

Ycauiith  all  ihy  wo  and  drede ; 

On  me  he  lieth  a  pitous  charge, 

Bicaufe  his  tongd  was  to  large. 

Now  is  it  time  Shortly  that  I 
Tel  you  fomthing  of  Jeloufy, 
That  was  in  grete  fufpcdion: 
About  him  lefte  he  no  mafon 
That  ilooe  could  laie,  ne  no  querrour^ 
He  hirid  *hem  tb  make  a  tour  ; 
And  firil  the  rofis  for  to  kcpe 
About  *hem  mede  lie  a  diche  depe. 
Right  wondir  large,  aiid  alfo  brode. 
Upon  the  which^  alf«  (lode 
Of  fquarid  (lone  a  fturdy  wall» 
Whiche  on  a  cr'dgge  was  foundin  all. 
And  right  grete  thickricflc  ekc-it  bare  'p 
About  ii  was  yfoundid  fquare 
An  hundrid  fadome*  on  every  dele; 
It  was  al  liche  both  lon^  aud  wide  t 
Left  any  tinle  it  were  aflfailed 
Ful  wel  about  it  was  batailea. 
And  rounde  environ  eke  were  fdt 
Ful  many  a  riche  and  Caire  tournfct : 
At  every  comir  of  this  wall 
Was  fet  a  tour  full  principal!. 
And  evcriche  had  without  fable 
A  portcolifc  dfcfcnfable. 
To  kepe  of  en*emles,  and'td  greve 
That  thtrc  ther  fbrcd  would  yprave. 

And  eke  amiddc  this  purprife 
Was  made  a  totir  of  grete  maiilrife, 
A  fairir  faugh  no  man  with  fight,    ~  ' 
Larg6  and  wide,  and  of  grate  might : 
Thei  dradd^  nought  noiid  alTaut 
Of  ginn  or  gonn,  nor  of  ikaffaut : 
The  tempereure  of  the  mortete 
t  Wa»made  of  lycoure  wondir  deref 
Of  quicklime  periaunt  and  egre. 
Which  temprid  was  with  vinegre. 
The  ftone  was  harde  of  adamaunt 
Wherof  thci  mad^  the  found^aont ; 
The  tour  was  roundoiinade  in  compas; 
In  al  this  world  no  richir  was, 
Nc  bcttir  crdaificd  therewithal! : 
About  the  tour  was  made  a  wall, 
'So  that  betwixt  that  and  the  toure 
Roils  were  fet  of  fwete  favourc. 
With  many  rofis  that  thei  here  : 
And  eke  within  the  caftil  were 
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Spiingoldis,  g^onnes,  bowes,  and  archers, 

And  eke  about  at  the  corners 

Men  feinin  ovir  the  wall  ftonde 

Grct  engins,  which  ywere  nere  honde, 

And  in  the  kemils  here  and  there 

Of  arblallirs  grcte  plentre  were ; 

None  armour  mighte  ther  flroke  withftomle. 

It  were  foly  to  prefe  to  honde ;  * 

Without  the  diche  were  liftis  made 

With  wal  bauilld  large  and  brade,. 

For  men  and  horfe  flxould  not  attaine 

To  nigh  the  diche  ovir  the  |^laine. 

Thus  Jclofie  hath  environ 

Yfett  about  his  garnifon  * 

With  wallis  rouode  and  dich^  dope, 

Oncly  the  rofir  for  to  kepc, 

And  Daungir  bothe  erly  and  late 

The  keys  kept  of  the  uttir  gate, 

I'he  whiche  opened  towarde  the  eft. 

And  he  had  with  him  at  the  left 

Thurty  ferrauntes  echone  by  name. 

That  othir  gate  wa^  kept  by  Shamc^ 
Whiche  opinid,  as  it  was  coUthe, 
Towardis  the  parte  of  the  fouthe, 
Sergeauntes  affignid  were  here  to 
Full  many,  her  will  for  to  do  : 
Than  Drede  had  in  hit  baillie 
The  keping  of  the  conftablcVie 
Towarde  the  north  T  undcrftondc, 
That  opened  upon  the  lefte  honde, 
The  whiche  for  nothing  may  be  furc 
But  if  flie  do  her  bcfy  cure 
Erly  on  mor*we*,and  alfp  Ute, 
Strongly  to  (hettc  and  barre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  he  may  fe 
Brede  is  aferde  where  fo  flie  be. 
For  with  a  puffc  of  litill  windc 
Drede  is  aftomed  in  her  mindc, 
Therforefor  fteling  of  the  Rofc 
I  rede  her  nat  the  jrate  ttnclofe  : 
A  foul'is  flight  would  make  her  flc,  f 

And  eke  a  Jhadowe,  if  fhc'  it  fc. 


Than  Wickid  Tongc,  f uH  of  envy, 

With  foudiers  of  Normandy, 

A#  he  that  caufithall  debate, 

was  kepir  of  the  fourths  gate, 

And  alio  to  the  tothir  thre 

He  went  fid  oft >  for  to  fe. 

Whan  his  lotte  was  to  waike  a  night 

His  inftrmnCentis  woi)Id  be  dight 

For  to  blowin  and  ttiakin  foune 

Oftir  than  he  hath  enchefonne. 

And  walkin  pft  upon  the  wal), 

Comirs  and  wickittes  ovir  a]l 

Ful  narowe  fcrchin  and  efpie  : 

Though  he  nought  Tonde  yet  would  he  lie 

IMfcordaunt  er  fro  armonic. 

And  diflbnid  fro  melodie ; 

CJontrove  he  would,  and  foul£  failc 

With  hompipis  of  ComeWaile  ^ 


In  floitis  made  he  dlfcordaunce, 

A^d  in  his  mufike,  with  mifchaunce? 

He  would^  feine  with  notls  newe 

That  he  ne  fonde  no  woman  ucwe^ 

Ne  that -he  frw'e  nere  in  his  life 

Unto  her  huft>onde  a  trewe  wife,  i 

Ne  none  fo  ful  of  honefte 

That  flie  n*il  laugh  and  mcry  be 

Whan  that  flic  hercth  or  may  efpic  • 

A  man  fpekin  of  lecherie  ; 

Ev^iche  of  *hem  hath  Ibme  vice  ; 

One  is  diikoneft,  t*other  iiice  ^         « 

Yf  one  be  ful  of  vilanie,  ;. 

An  6thir  hath  a  liooVous  eie ; 

If  one  hebAof  wantoncfTe, 

Anothir  is  t  chidirefle. 

Thus  Wick  id  Toi  •  c.  Cod  yere  hiin  ttxxmt  f 
Ca(i.put*hem  everichone  in  blame 
Without  defert,  and  caufilcfle  :  ,         , 
Helieth  thongh  th«i  ben  giltileflc  t 
I  have  pity  to  fene  the  Forowe 
Thaft  wakith  bothe  cvin  and  morowe 
To  innocentes  doth  fuche  n'evannccr 
I  pray  God  yevc  him  cvU  chaunce  I 
That  he  evir  fo  befy  is 
Of  any  woman  to*  ^ne  amis,    * 

Eke  Jeloufie  may  God  confounde  I 
That  hath  makid  a  toure  (b  rounde^ 
And  made  about  a  garifon, 
To  fette  Bialacoil  in  pfifop. 
The  whiche  is  Thcttc  there  in  the  tour^ 
Ful  long  to'  hold^  ther  fojour, 
There  fqr  to  livin  in  pcnauncc ;  A 

And  for  to  do  bJm  more  grcvaimcc, 
Whiche  hath  ordainid  Jdoufic, 
An  old^  vecke  for  to  ^ie 
Themanirofhis  govcrnaunce,    ' 
The  whiche  devil  in  her  iufaunce 
Had  leniid  all  of  Lov*i$  arte,  ' 

And  of  his  pleyis  take  her  parte  : 
She  was  expert  in  his  fcrvffe  ; 
She  knewe  echc  wrcnchc  and  every  giCe 
Of  Love,  and  every  Tccrct  wile ; 
It  was  right  harde  her  to  bcgilc.      ^ 

Of  Bi;uftcoil  flie  tbkc  aie  hcde. 
That  er  he  liveth  in  wo  and  drcdc 
He  kcpte  him  cbyc  and  .eke  pHve, 
Left  that  in  him  (be  hadde  fe 
Any  lite  foly  countjnauncc. 
For  flie  knew  all  tha  old^  daunce. 

Afid  aftir  this  w)ian  ^elouflc 
i  Hm  Bialacoil  in  his  bailb'e. 
And  (hette  him  up  that  was  fo  Ire, 
For  fnreof  him  he  would  ybe, 
Hd  truflith  fore  in  his  caftcll. 
The  ftrong^  werkc  him  fikith  well ; 
He  dradde  nat  that  no  glotons  - 

^ould  ftele  his  rofis  or  bothoms ; 
The  rofis  wercn  aflurid  lill, 
Defcncid  with  the  ftrong^  wall  : 
Now  Jeloufie  full  well  may  be 
Of  drcdc  dcvoide  in  Ubertc  j 
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Whctber  that  he  or  flepe  or  wake 
Of  hit  rofi^may  none  be  take. 


Bot  I  (ahs !)  now  morne  iht]l        .• ' 

Bicaufe  I  was  without  the  wall : 

Fu]  mochil  dole  and  mone  I  made ; 

Who  fo  had  wift  what  wo  I  had 

I  crowe  he  woifid  hate  had  pite  ; 

Love  all  to  dcr^had  foMe  me ; 

The  gode  that  of  his  love  had  I 

I  went  about  it  al  quelotly. 

But  Dowe  through  dubling  of  my  paixie    • 

I  fe  he  woll  it  fell  again. 

And  me  a  newe  bargain  lere« 

The  whiche  all  out  the  more  is  dere 

For  the  folace  that  I  have  lome 

Than  I  had  itnevir  afome  : 

Certain  I  am  full  like  in  dcde 

To  him  that  cafte  in  yerth  his  fcdc. 

And  hath  joie  of  the  newe  fpringing  . 

Whan  it  grenitb  in  the  ginning, 

And  is  £0  £siire  and  frcfhe  of  floure, 

Loftic  to  fene,  ibte  of  odoure. 

But  ef  he  it  in  fhevislhere 

Maie  Mi  wethir  ^at  (hall  it  dere, 

And  makin  it  to  £ule  and  fall 

The  ftalke,  the  greine,  and  flouris  all, 

That  to  the  tiller  is  fordoen. 

The  hope  he  had  conceved  to  fonc. 

1  dreift  cert^e  that  fo  fare  I, 

For  hope  ani  travaile  fikirly 

Ben  me  birafte  all  with  a  ftorme ; 

TlvL^oure  n'ill  fedin  of  my  come. 

For  Love  hath  fo  avauncid  me, 

Wlum  I  began  my  privitc 

T«  Bialaeo^  all  for  to  tell. 

Whom  I  ne  founde  iroward  ne  fell. 

But  toke  agre  all  whole  my  plaic ; 

But  Love  is  of  ib  harde  aifate. 

That  all  at  ones  he  revid  me 

Whan  I  wened  beft  above  to*,  have  he. 

It  is  of  Love  as  of  Fortune, 

That  chaungith  oft,  and  n*ill  contune, 

Whiche  whilom  will  on  folk^  fmile. 

And  glombe  on  *hem  an  othir  while ; 

Now  frcnde  now  foe  thotfihalt  her  felc, 

For  a  twinding'tournith  her  whele. 

She  can  writhin  her  hcddc  awaie ; 
This  if  the  concourfe  of  heir  plale. 
She  can  areife  that  doith  mourne. 
And  whirle  adoune  and  ovinoome 
Who  iltdth  hicft  but  as  her  luft  : 
Afole  is  he  that  woU  her  tnxft. 
For  it  is  I  that  am  come  doune 
Through  charge  and  rcvolucioun  ; 
Sithe  Bialacoil  mote  fro  me  twin, 
Shctte  in  her  prifon  yondc  within. 
His  ahfence  at  mine  hertc  I  fele. 
For  all  my  joie  and  all  mine  hclc 
Twas  in  him  and  in  the  Rofe, 
That  hot  you  wol], whiche  him  doeth  clofc, 
Ophi;  that  fo  I  maiehim  fe, 
l^e  woU  not  that  I  corid  be 
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Of  the  painis  that  I  endure^ 
Nor  of  my  cruill  avinture. 


Ah,  Bialacoil,  mine  osirn  dere ! 
Thougbttiou  be  now  a  prifoncre, 
Kepith  IT  left  diine  herte  to  mc^ 
Suffir  not  that  it  dauntid  be, 
Ne  let  notjeloufie*  in  his  rage 
Puttin  thine  hcrte  in  no  fervage  : 
Although  he  chaftice  the  without. 
And  make  thy  bodie  to  him  lout. 
Have  herte  as  harde  as  diamaunt, 
Stedfaft  and  ftout,  and  naught  pliaunt : 
In  prifon  though  thy  bodie  be 
At  larg^  kepe  t^ine  hert^  fre : 
A  trew^  hert  ne  will  not  plic 
For  no  manace  that  it  maie  drie : 
If  Jeloufie  doith  the  pain 
Quite  him  his  wild  thus  again, 
To  venge  the  at  left  in  thought, 
Jf  othir  waie  thou  mayift  nought, 
And  in  this  wife  full  fubtillie 
Worchin  and  winne  the  maiftiry.    . 
But  yet  I  am  in  grete  affraie 
Left  thou  fliold^  na^doe  as  I  faie ; 
I  drede  thou  canft  me  grete  maugre 
That  thou  enprifoned  art  for  me. 
But  yet  right  nought  for  my  trcfpos. 
For  through  me  nere  difcovcred  was 
Yet  thing  that  ought  to  be  fecre  : 
Well  morr  innoii  is  in  me 
Than  is  in  the  of  this  mifchaunce. 
For  I  endure  more  hard  penaunce 
Than  any  man  can  Uine  or  thinke. 
That  for  the  forowe*  almofte  1  finke  t 
Whan  I  remembir  me*  of  mv  wo 
Full  nigh  out  of  my  witte  I  go. 

Inward  mine  herte  I  fele  blede. 
For  comfortleffe  the  dcth  I  drd^c  : 
Owe  I  nat  well  to  have  diftrcffc 
Whan  falf^  thrdtgh  ther  wickidnefle. 
And  traitours,  that  ame  envious, 
To  noien  me  be  fo  coragious  ?*•■ 

Ah,  Bialacoil!  full  well  I  fe 
That  thei  *hcm  ftiape  to  deccve  the. 
To  make  the  buxum  to  ther  lawc. 
And  with  ther  cord^  the  to  drawe 
Where  fo  'hem  luft,  right  at  ther  will ; 
I  drede  thei  have  the  brought  there 'tiU  t 
Withoutin  comfort  thought  me  flaeth ; 
This  game  would  bring  me  to  ray  dcth. 
For  if  that  I  your  gode  willlefe 
I  mote  be  dedde,  I  maie  not  chelci 
And  if  that  thou  foryetd  me 
Mine  herte  ftiall  nere  in  liking  be. 
Nor  ellif where  findin  folace : 
If  I  be  put  out  of  your  grace, 
As  it  (hall  nevir  hen  I  hope, 
I'han  ijiuldin  I  fall  in  wanhopc. 

Alas,  in  wanhope !  naic,  pardc^ 
For  I  woll  nete  difocirid  be  : 
If  Hope  me  Isile,  than  alle  am  I 
Ungracious  and  unworthy  e 
Uiij 
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In  Hope  I  woll  comfbrtid  be, 
"For  Love,  whan  he  betaught  her  j»c, 
Sayid  that  Hope  where  fo  I  go 
Should  aie  be  relefe  to  my  wo. 

But  what  and  ihe  my  balls  bete,       ^ 
And  be  to  me  curteis  and  fwetc  I       9 
She  is  in  nothing  fuU  certain ; 
Lovirs  ihe  put  in  full  grete  pain. 
And  makith  'hem  with  ^o  to  de)e  : 
Her  faire  behefte  deccvith  fclc, 
For  Ihe  woll  bchctc  fikirly 
And  failin  aftir  ultirly. 

Ah !  that  is  a  full  noious  thing, 
for  mony*  a  lovir  in  loving 
liangeth  upon  her.,  and  truflith  faft, 
"Whiche  lefe  ther  travaile  at  the  laft. 

Of  thingto  comme  ihe  wote  right  nought^ 
Therefore  if  it  be  wifely  fought 
H:r  counfaile  folie  is  to  take  ; 
For  many  times  ^han  ihe  woll  mal^e 
A  full  gode  fyllogifme,  1  drcde 
That  aftirwarde  there  fliall  in  dede 
Folowe  an  ill  concluiion  : 
This  put  me  in'confuiion, 
For  many  times  1  have  it  fcnc 
That  many  Jiave  bcgHid  bene    *' 
For  truil  that  thei  have  fet  in  Hope. 
WWche  fell  'hem  aftirward  a-flope. 


lit  nath'leii  yet  gladly  ihe  wold 
"at  he  that'wpllhim  with  her  bpl4 
Had  all  timis  Her  purpofe  clere 
WIthoutin  dcceipt  any  where ; 
That  ihe  dciirith  iijurly; 
Whan  I  her  blamed  I  did  foly. 
But  what  availith  bei*  g^ode  will 
Whan  ihe  ne  n^aie  ilaunche  my  i^oupd  {11  i 
That  helpith  ^^  that  ihe  maic  doe, 
Out  take  beheile  ttnto  my  "^o, 
And  heil^  certain  in  no  wife    r 
Without  ifete  is  not  to  preife. 

Whan  heile  ^pA.  dede  a'  fondir  vary, 
Thei  doin  a  gret^  contrary  : 
Thus  am  I  poliid  up  and  doune 
With  dole,  thought,  and  confuiiounc  \ 
Of  my  difefe  there  is  np  nombe^-, 
Daungir  and  Sham^  me  encomber, 
Drcde  alio  and  Jeloiic,  '' 

And  Wickid  Tong,  full  of  en  vie. 
Of  whiche  the  iharpe  and  cruill  ire 
Full  oft  Aie  put  in  gretc  martirc : 
Thei  have  my  joid  fully  let, 
Sith  Bialacoirthei  have  beihe( 
Fro  me  in  prifon  wickidly, ' 
Whom  Ilovc^foeiitjcrly, 
That  it  wollin  my  ban^  be 
But  I  th'  lonir  maic*  him  fc. 

And  yet  moreqvi^,  worft  of  all. 
There*  is  fet  to  kV  pc,  (mile  her  befall  I       '^ 
A  rirrplic'  vecl^f  ft  rrl  ro:>ae  in  age, 
Frouning  and  ycl'wc*  iu  her  vifage. 
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Whiche  in  awaite  Ueth  dale  and  nij})it^ 
That  noncfof  him  male  have  a  ilgSt. 


Now  mote  my  formvc  enforced  be 
Ful  fothe  it  is  that  Love  y«fe  me 
yhre  wondir  ycfti*  orhis  grace, 
Whiche  I  h«vp  lorne  now  io  thisfJ^ice, 
Sithe  thei  ne  maie  witho«tin  dreot 
Helpin  but  litff  who  ukith  hede, 
For  here  availith  no  Swet^  Thought, 
And  Swet^  bpeche  helpith  right  nought^ 
The  thirdc  was  callid  Swetc  Loking, 
That  now  is  lorne  without  leCng. 
Yeftis  were  faire,  but  nat  for  thy 
.  Thei  helpin  me  but  ilmp^y 
1   But  Bialacoil  loild  be 
To  g|Qae  at  large  and  to  be  fre ; 

For  HQiormy  life  lieth  all  in  dout 

But  if  he  comic  the  rathir  out. 
Alas  I  I  ti^owc  it  woll  nat  ben. 

For  how  ihould  I  ere  more  him  fenc  ? 

He  maie  nat  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

Bicaufe  the  tour^  is  to  ih-ong : 

How  ihoidd  he*  out,  or  by  whofe  proweile. 

Out  of  fo  ftrohg  a  fortireiTe  ? 
y^y  me  certain  it  n'ill  be  doc, 

God  wotte*!  have  no  wittc  therto. 

But  well  I  wote  |  was  in  rage 

Whan  I  to  Love  did  my  hpmage ; 

Who  was  the  caufc  (in  fothfailnefle) 

But  tier  felf  Dame  IdilneiTc, 

Whiche  me  conveide  through  faire  praiere 

To*  entir  into  Ihat  faire  vergcre  ? 

She  was  to  blam^  me  to  leve. 

The  whiche  now  doeth  me  for^  gteve  : 

A  forif  worde  is  npught  to  trowe, 

Ne  worthe  ah  apple  wr  to  lowc ; 

Men  ihould  him  ihilibe  bittirlie 

At  prim^  temps  of  his  folie  ; 

I  was  a  fol9,fmd  ihe  me  leved. 

Through  whom  I  am  right  nought  relered} 

She  accompliihid  all  my  wilt 

That  now  me  grevith  wondir  i^. 


Refon  me  fayid,  What  Ihould  fall 

A  fole  my  felf  I  maie  well  call. 

That  Love  dfide  I  had  not  laied. 

And  trowid  that  Dame  Refon  faied ; 

Refon  had  bo^he  ikill  and  right 

Whan  ihe  me  bbmed  with  dl  her  migh% 


To  medle*  of  Love,  that  hath  me  ihe<it| 
But  certain  now  I  woll  repent. 


And  ihould  I  repent  ?  naie,  parde, 
A  falfe  traitoul"  than  ihould  I  be  : 
The  deviPs  engihs  would  me  take 
If  evir  I  Love  would  forfakc. 
Or  Bialiicoll  falily  betraie. 
Should  I  at  mifchief  hate  liim  ?  D^i^ 


'^ 
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Si^lieiiow  for  his  curtiiie 

U  io  prifon  of . Jelouiie ; 

Cortiiie  certaia  did  be  me 

So  ipochc  it  inaic  not  yokUn  be  : 

Whan  he  the  haie  paflin  me  lete 

To  Idle  the  Rofe  faire  andfwete 

Should  I  therefore  conac  him  maugre  ? 

Naie,  certainly,  it  (hall  nat  be, 

For  Love  ihall  Hfivir,  iavo  gode  will» 

Here  of  me  ne  through  worde  or  will 

Offence  or  complaint  more  or  lefle 

Ncithir  of  Hope  nor  IdleneiJc ; 

For  certif  it  were  wrong  that  I 

Hatid  'hem  for  ther  curcifie. 

There  is  not  els  but  i4i£fre^  and  thinke. 

And  wakin  whan  I  ihoulde  winke. 

Abide  in  hope  till  hove  through  chaunc6 

Sende  me  foccour  or  allegaunce, 

Ezpedaunt  ale  till  I  maie  mete 

To  gettio  mcrcic  of  that  fwete. 

Whilom  I  thinkc  how  l^ve  to  me 
Say  id  that  he'would  take  at  gre 
My  (enrice  if  uppacience 
Ycanfid  me  to.  doeo  offence ; 
He  hied,  Ifi  thanke  I  ihall  it  uke. 
And  high  mtifUr  eke  they  make. 
If  Wickidneffe  ne  rcve  it  the. 
But,  fone,  I  trowc  that  fcall  nat  be. 
Thde  were  his  wordis  by  and  by,      ' 
It  fcmed  he  lovid  me  truely, 

Now  is  there  not  but  fcrve  him  wcle 
If  that  I  thinke  his  thanke  to  fcle  : 
My  gode,  jniiK  harme,  Uthe  whole  in  me. 
In  Love  maie  nodcftntcybe. 
For  true  Love  ne  failed  ncvir  man ; 
Sothly  the  faute  mote  nedis  than, 
'  As  Ood  forbide,  be  founde  in  me. 
And  how  it  coxneth  I  con  not  fe. 
Now  let  it  gone  as  it  maie  go, 
Wher  Love  woU  foccour  mc  or  flo. 
He  maie  do  whoUyon  mc-his  will; 
I  amfo  fore  ybounde  him  till 
From  his  fervicc  I  maie  not  flcne. 
For  life  and  dcth  withoutin  wcnc 
Is  in  his  hande  ;  I  masc  nat  cheic ; 
He  maie  mc  doe  bothe  winnc  and  lele  ; 
And  fithe  fo  fore  he  docth  me  grcve. 
Yet  if  my  lull  he  would  achcvc. 
To  Btaiacoil  godely  to  be, 
1  ycve  no  force  what  fell  on  mc; 
For  though  I  die,  as  I  mote  nede^ 
I  praie  L^vc  of  his  gpdclihedc 
1  o  Bialacoil  doe  gcntilneflc, 
For  whom  I  live  in  foche  diftrcffij 
That  I  mote  dyin  for  pci^uncc  : 
But  firft  withoutin  rcpcntauncc 
I'  will  me  confcffe  in  gode  cntcnt. 
And  make  in  ballc  my  tcftametii. 
Aft  lovirs  doin  that  felcn  fracrte. 
To  Bialacoil  Icve  1  mine  hcrte 
All  whole,  withoutin  departing 
6r  doublcneCTe  or  repenting. 


Comeat  Raifon  ^lenia  UTamanlL 
Thus  as  I  madin  my  paffage 
Jn  complcint  and  in  cruill  lagc. 
And  I  n*ot  where  to  find  a  Icche 
That  couthe  unto  mine  hdping  echc,, 
:SodainIy  again  comin  doun 
Out  of  h^  tonre  1  fawe  Rcibun, 
Difcrctc  and  wife,  and^U  plefaunt, 
An4  of  her\)orte  full  avenaunt : 
The  right  waie  (he  toke  -unto  mc, 
Whiche  ftode  in  gretc  ^erplcxite. 
That  was  pofhid  in  every  iidc. 
That  I  n'ill  where  I  might  abide. 
Till  (he,  demurdy  (adde  of  diere, 
Sayid  to  me  as  (he  canre  nerc ; 
Mine  ownd  frcnde,  art  thou-agrevcdf 
How  is  this  quarell  yet  ^chevei 
Of  Lov'is  fide  ?  anon  me  tell 
Haft  thou  not  yet.of  love  thy  fill  \ 
Art  thou  nat  werie*  t)f  thy  (iervicc 
That  the  hath  grevid  in  foche  wife  ? 

What  joie  hafte  thou  in  thy  loving  \ 
Js  it  a  fwete  or  bittir  thingi 
Oanft  thou  yet  chefin,  let  mc  fe, 
What  bell  thy  fuccour  tnightin  be  ? 

Thou  fervill  a  fuU  noble  4ordc, 
That  maketh^the  thrall  for  thy  rewarded 
Whicbc  aie  rencweth  thy  tourmcnt. 
With  folic  fo  he  hath  the  blent : 
Thou  fell  in  mifchief  thilkd  daie 
Whan  thou  diddtft,  the  fothe  to  faie. 
To  him  obeHaunce  and  homage  : 
Thou  wroughtiil  nothing  as  the  fag« 
Whan  thou  became  his  liege  man  ; 
Thou  diddift  a  gretc  folic  than  : 
Thou  wiftift  nat  what  fell  therto. 
With  what  lordejhou  haddift  to  doc  : 
If  that  thou  had£ll  him  weUknow6 
Thou  haddiil  nought  be  brought  fo  lowe^ 
For  if  that  thou  wifte  what  k  were 
Thou  u^oldifl  fcrve  him  halfc  a  ycre. 
No,  nat  a  weke  oor  halfe  a  daie, 
Ne  yet  an  houre  without  delaie  : 
Ne  ncvir  I  lovid  paramours, 
His  lord(hip  is  fofuU  of  (hours: 
Knowift  him  ought  ?■•— 
Vawtamt.  Ye,  Dame,  parde.-^ 
Ratfoun.  Naie,  naie. — Vamaunt.  Yes  Ti— 
Raifoun    "therefore,  let  fe. — 
Vamannu    Of  that  he  (ayid  I  (hould  be 
Glad  to  have  foche  a  lorde  as  he. 
And  maiftir  of  fqche-feignoric. — 
Raifoun,     Knowift  him  no  more  ?— 
VamaunU     Naie,  ccrtis,  I, 
Save  that  he  y*£c  me  ruKs  there, 
And  went  his  waje  1  ne  wift  where. 
And  I  abode  bounde  in  balaunce  ^ 
Lo,  there  a  noble  cognilauncc ! 

Raifimn, 
But  I  well  that  thou  knowe  him  now 
Ginning  and  cnde,  fithin  that  thou 
U  iiij 
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Art  fo  isffuiihoiis  and  fo  mate, 

Disfiguriaout  of  aftate. 

There  maic  no  wrcchc  have  i^ore  of  wo, 

Nc  catifc  non  endarin  fo  ; 

It  were  to  every  man  fitting 

Of  his  lorde  to  have  knowlegmg, 

Por  if  thou  kncwc  him  out  of  doqt 

JUghdy  thou  (houldift  fcapin  out 

Of  thy  prifon  that  marrith  the. 

L*amaaMt, 
Ye,  Dame,  fithin  my  lonl^  is  he, 
And  I  his  man  made  witn  mine  boo^C 
I  would^  right  faine  undirftonde 
To  knowin  of  what  kinde  he  be, 
|f  any  would  enforms  me. 

Raifmm. 
t  would  (fayid  Refon)  the  lere, 
^ithc  thou  to  lernc  haft  foche  deiirey 
And  ihewin  the  witho'.ttin  fable 
A  thing  that  is  not  demonftrable. 
Thon  £alt  knowe  withoutin  fcienc^ 
And  withoutin  experience 
The  thing  that  maie  not  knowin  be, 
Ne  wift  ne  (hewed  in  no  degre. 
Thou  maicft  the  fothe  of  it  not  witten 
Although  in  the  it  were  ywritten ; 
Thou  (halt  not  Jcpowin  therof  more 
While  thou  art  mlid  by  his  lore, 
]^ut  unto  him  that  Love  will  flic 
The  knottd  maie  unclofid  be 
Whichc  hath  to  the,  as  it  is  (bunde, 
Solonge  to  knitteandnot  nnbounde  ; 
>low  ^t  well  thine  entencion 
To  here  qf  love  the  defcripcion. 


3LoTd  it  is  an  hateful  pefe, 
A  fre*  aoqUitance  \)rithout  relefe, 
And  through  the  fret  full  of  falflicd^ 
A  (ikemeire  all  fet  in  dredc ; 
In  hcrte  is  a  difpcring  hope. 
And  full  of  hope  it  is  wanhope  t 
A  wife  wodneife,  and  void  refon, 
A  fwetr  pcrillin  to  droun. 
And  hcvie  burthi^  light  to  here, 
A  wickid  wawc  awaie  to  were ; 
It  is  Charybdis  perilous, 
Difagf'^  able  and  gracious ; 
It*  is  difcordaunce  that  tan  acorde. 
And  accordaunce  unto  difcorde ; 
It  is  conning  without  fcience, 
And  wifedome  without  fapience, 
Witte  withoutin  difcrecion, 
Havoire  without  poffeflton ; 
It  is  like  hele  and  whole  fickenelTe^ 
A  truft  droun  id  and  dron|une(re, 
And  helth  all  full  of  maladie. 
And  charite  full  of  envie. 
And  angre  foil  of  abpundatmce^ 
And  a  ^11  gredie  fuffifaunce, 
pclite  right  full  of  heYine(re, 
And  drerinefs-full  of  gladnefle, 
^ittir  fwctcncfic  and  (wete  errour, 
|Ught  cvill  favouicd^odc  favour,' 


A  fin  thatpardonc  hftth  withinne, 

And  pardone  fpottid  without  finne, 

A  paine  alfo  it  is  joious,. 

And  felonie  right  pit^Mp, 

Alfo  a  plaie  f  lut  feidc  is  (lable, 

Xnd  fledfaiftnefs  right  raerable, 

A  ftrength  wetkid  to  ftonde  upright. 

And  a  feblenelTe  full  of  might, 

Witte  unavifid,  fagc  folie. 

And  joi^  full  of  tourmentrie, 

A  Uughtir  it  is  wcping  aie, 

Reft  that  travailith  night  and  daie, 

Alfo  a  fwet^  hell  it  is. 

And  a  forowfull  paradis, 

A  plefaunt  gailc  and  efie  prifoun, 

And  full  of  froftis  (bmir  fefoun. 

Prims  temps  fall  of  froftis  white. 

And  Maie  devoide  of  all  delite. 

With  fere  braunchis  blolfoqis  ungrene. 

And  ncwc  fruid  filled  with  vrintir  tcnc  ; 

It  is  a  (lowe  maie  not  forbere, 

Ragges  ribanid  with,  gold  to  were. 

For  all  fo  well  woU  Love  be  fcU^ 

Undir  raggis  as  riche  rotchette. 

And  eke  as  well  by  amorettes     * 

In  mourning  blacke  as  liright  biinett6«| 

For  nrwie  is  of  fo  mokill  prife, 

Ne  no  man  foundin  is  fo  wife, 

Ne  no  maft  fo  high  of  parage, 

Ne  no  man  founde  of  witte  fo  fagc. 

No  man  fo  bardie  ne  fo  wight, 

Ne  no  man  of  fo  mokill  might. 

None  (b  fullfillid  of  bounteL 

That  ho  with  love  maie^auhtid  be  \ 

All  the  worlds  holdith  this  waie. 

Love  makith  all  to  gone  mifwaie 

But  if  it  be  thei  of  cvill  life. 

Whom  Genius  cvrfid,  man  and  wife. 

That  wrongly  wcrke  again  Nature  5 

None  foche  I  love,  ne  have  no  cure 

Of  foche  as  Lov*is  fervmontcs  ben. 

And  woll  nat  by  my  counfaile  fleen. 

For  I  ne  preifin  that  loving 

Where  through  man  at  the  laft  ending 

Shall  call  *hem  wretchis  full  of  wo. 

Love  grevith  'hem  and  (hendilh  fo ; 

But  if  than  wolt  well  Love  efchewe 

For  to  efcape  out  of  his  mewc. 

And  make  all  whole  the  forowe  (lake. 

No  bettir  coun(ai]e  raaieft  thou  take 

Than  thinke  to  flcin  wel  i-wis, 

Maie  nought  helpe  els,  for  wit  thou  this. 

If  thou  flie  it  (hall  fiie  the, 

Folowe*  it  and  fblowen  (hall  it  die, 

X*asM»ff/, 

Whan  I  liad  herid  Rcfon  fain, 

Whiche  had  yfplit  her  fpeche  in  vain. 

Dame,  (fayid  I)  1  dare  well  (ale 

Of  this  avaunt  me  well  I  maie. 

That  from  your  fcole  fo  deviaunt 

I  am,  that  nere  the  more  avaunt 

Right  nought  I  am  through  your  doo^bsf 

1  dullc  un£r  your  difciplmc  5 
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I  wot  no  more  than  !  wifte<ever,  •« 

To*  me  fo  contiarie  and  fo  fer   ^ 

U  vnxy  thing  that  yc  n^kre,  ^  ^ 

And  yet  1  can  it  all  ■byvftrtivere ; 

Mine  herte  foryeteth  tncreof  ri^  nought ; 

It  is  fo  writtin  in  my  thought,  , 

And  depe  gravin  it  is  fo  tender. 

That  all  mine  heKe  1  can  it  rcnder| 

And  rede  it  ovir  communely^ 

But  to  my  felf  lewdlft  am  I. 


Bat  fithe  ye  love  difcrivin  fo^ 
And  lacke  and  preife  it  bothe  twa^ 
Pefinith  it  into  this  letter. 
That  I  maie  thioke  on  it  the  better. 
For  I  herd  nevir  defined  here. 
And  wilfully  I  would  it  fere. —  ^ 

J^m,    If  loye  be  ierchid  well  and  Iboght, 
It  is  a  fidmiefle  bf  the  thought, 
Annexid  and  knedde  betwixt  tweine, 
Which  male  and  female  with  ocfaeine. 
So  frele  bindeth,  thftt  thei  n'ill  twimie 
Wedir  thereof  thei  left  or  winne  : 
The  rotefpringillt  throogfa  bote  bretming 
hi  to  difordinate  cfflGring 
For  to  kiflin  imd  to  emMnee, 
And  at  ther  luft  them  to  folace ; 
Of  othir  thiftg  JLote  retchith  nought. 
Bat  fetteth  tW  herte  and  all  ther  thought 
More  for  ther  dele^ciotm 
Than'any  procreociouli 
Of  other  frnid  by  engcndrure, 
Whiche  love  to  God  is  n«  plefure, 
For  of  ther  bodie  fimiAe  to  get 
,^  Thei  yere  no  force,  thei  are  fo  fe^ 
tlpoo  d^lite  to  pUie  in  fere ; 
Andiome  have  alfo  this  manere 
To  £uiiio  *hem  for  lovi  feke ; 
Soche  love  I  prelb  not  at  a  leke. 
For  Mramours  thei  do  but  faine. 
To  Mtt  trucly  thei  difiiaine ; 
Thei  CUfin  ladies  traitourily, 
And  fweme  'bem  othii  uttirly,  •  4^, 

With  many*  alefing,  many'  a  fable, 
And  all  thei  fiodindifeeiTable. 

And  whan  thei  han  ther  lull  ygettcq  * 
The  bote  ernes  thei  all  foryctten ; 
Women  the  haime  byin  fuU  fore  ; 
But  men  this  thinkin  cvimtore. 
The  hfle  harme  is,  fo  mote  I  the, 
Bifcetve  tbcm  dian  difcervfd  be. 
And  namily  where  thei  nc  maie 
Flndin  none  othir  mene  ne  waie. 
For  I  wote  well  in  fothlaftnefle. 
That  who  doeth  now  his  bufineflc 
With  any  woman  for  to  dele 
For  any  lull  tbat  he  maie  fele, 
Bot  if  it  be  for  cngendrure 
He  doeth  trefpafle  I  you  enfnre. 
Far  he  ihoold  lettin  all  his  w31 
Tb  getten  a  likely  thing  him  till| 
And  to  fufbin,  if  that  he  mighty 
Aad  kepio  forth  bv  kind*b  n^ht 
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His  owne  likdtteffe  and  fem^laUe'f 

For  bicaufe  all*  is  corrumpable. 

And  failln  fhauM  fiitccffionn, 

Nc  were  the  gjeoeracioun,  .^ 

Our  fc«a*i8  ftrcnc  /or  to  (aVc,        iff 

Whan  fadre*  or  m^tthir  arne  in  grai^e 

Ther  childrin  (huldc  wlutai  they  ben  deda 

Full  diligent  ben  in  ther  ftede 

To  ufe  that  worke  on  foche  a  wife 

That  one  maie  throu|^  an  othir  rife; 

Therefore  fet  kindevhcin  delite. 

For  men  therein  fli^uld  *hem  delite. 

And  of  that  ded^  be  not  erke. 

But  ofte  fithis  haunt  that  wcrke. 

For  none  would  drawe  thereof  a  draught 

Ne  were  deJite  whiche  hath  him  caught  j 

This  hadfubtillDame  Nature, 

For  none  gocth  right  I  the  enfure, 

Ne  hath  entten  whole  ne  parfite. 

For  ther  defire  is  for  ddite, 

The  whiche  fortenid  crefe,  and  eke 

The  plaic  of  love,  for  oft  thei  feke 

And  thrall  *hem  felf,  thei  be  fu  tikt. 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  rice,     ^ 

For  of  eche  (Inne  it  is  the  rote 

Unlefull  luft,  though  it  be  fote,    , 

And  of  all  evill  the  racine, 

As  Tnllius  <can  determine, 

Whiche  in  his  time  was  full  fage. 

In  a  bd^e  whiche  he  made  of  age>' 

Where  that  more  he  ypraifich  Eldf| 

Though  he  be  crokid  and  unwelde, 

And  more  of  commendacioun 

Than  youth  in  his  dlfcripdoun ; 

For  youth  fet  bothe  man  and  wifd 

In  all  perill  of  foule  andfife, 

And  perill  is,  but  men  have  grace^  ^ 

The  perill  of  youth  for  to  pace 

Without  any  deth  or  difb*efle, 

It  is  fo  full  of  wildenefle, 

So  oft  it  doeth  ihanie  and  domage 

To  him  or  unto  his  linage, 

It  ledhh  man  now  up  now  doun, 

In  mokill  dlffoludoun. 

And  maketh  him  love  ill  companie. 

And  lede  hi»  Ufe  difrulilie. 

And  halte  him  paled  yfith  none  efbte; 

Within  himfelf  is  fvcbe  debate 

He  cbaungith  purpofe  and  entent, 

And  yalt^  into  fome  covent, 

To  livin  aftir  ther  emprife. 

And  leiith  ffedome  aiid  frauncfaife 

That  Nature  in  him  had  yfet. 

The  whiche  jkgatn  he  maie  not  get^ 

If  there  he  nudce  his.manfion. 

For  to  abide  profeffion ; 

Though  for  a  time  his  herte  abfetit 

It  maie  not  faile  be  ihall  repent. 

And  eke  abidin  thilk^  date 

To  leve*  his  abite  and  ^goA  his  waie. 

And  lefeth  his  worihip  and  his  name. 

And  dare  not  come  again  for  fhame. 

But  all  his  life  he  doeth  fo  moume, 

bicaufe  he  dare  not  hom^tetourne, 
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Fredome  of  kiiyde  fo  loft  hath  he  - 
That  nevir  maie  recurid  be, 
But  that  if  God  hiin  grauntin  grace 
That  he  mai^nr  he  hennis  pace^. 
Contein  unflbbedicnCb,  " 

Through  thcvcrtucof  pacicncei 
For  youth  fct  man  in  all  folic. 
In  unthrift  and  in  ribaudrie. 
In  lechcrie  and  in  outrage. 
So  oft  it  chaungith  of  corage; 
Youth  ginnith  oft  foche  Wilrgain 
That  maie  not  end  withoutin  pain  : 
In  grete  perill  is  Youth-hede, 
DcOte  fo  doeth  hu  bridill  lede : 
Pelite  this  hangith,  drede  the  nought, 
I  Bothe  mann*i8  bodie  and  his  thought; 
Onily  through  youth'is  cfaunbere. 
That  to  doen  il^  is  cuftomere. 
And  of  naught  ellis  takith  hede 
But  onely  folkis  for  to  lede 
Into  difport  and  wUd^ncfle 
So  firoward  is  it  from  ladneiTe, 
But  elde  ydrawith  *hem  thcrfro ; 
Who  wote  it  rf0t  he  maie  well  go. 
And  Hio  of  'hem  that  now  ame  old. 
That  whilom  fou^^  yhad  in  hold, 
V^hiche  yet  remcmbre*  of  tendir  age 
How  it  *hem  brought  in  many'  a  rage, 
And  many*  a  foliictherin  wrought. 
But  now  that  el4e  hath  'hetn  t&ough  fought 
Thes  repent  '|vem  pf  ther  fblie 
That  youth  'hetn  put  in  jeopardie. 
In  perill  and  in  mokill  woe, 
And  made  'hem  oft  amiffe  to  doe. 
And  fewin  evill  companie 
And  riot  andadvoutcrieii 


But  Eldd  gan  againe  reftrainc 

From  fuchc  foly  and  rcfraine. 

And  fet  men  by  her  ordinaunce 

In  gode  rule  and  in  governaunce  ; 

But  ill  ihe  fpendith  her  fervife, 

For  no  man  wol  her  love  ne  preife; 

She  is  hatid,  this  wot  I  wel^, 

Her  acqueinuunce  would  no  man  fde, 

Ne  ban  of  jEld^  companie,     ^i 

Men  hate  to  be  of  her  alie. 

For  no  man  wold  becomin  olde, 

Ne  die  whan  he  is  yoipge  and  bolde ; 

And  Elde  mervailith  right  gretely 

liVhan  thei  remembre  'hem  inwardlf 

Of  many*  a  periUous  emprife 

Whiche  that  thei  wrought  in  fondry  wife^ 

flow  evir  thei  might  without  blame 

^cape  awale  withoutin  Ihame, 

In  youth  without  any  domage. 

Without  repreife  of  thcr  linage, 

JLefTe  of  membre,  iheding  of  blode, 

Perill  of  deth^  or  lofle  pf  gode. 

Wotift  thou  nat  where  Youth  abit. 

That  men  fo  preiiin  in  ther  wit  i 

With  Delite  flie  yhalte  fojour, 

For  both  thei  divcUin  in  o  tour ; 


As  long%  as  You^e  i$  in  (efon 
Thei  dwcllin  in  one  manlion  : 
Delite  of  YouffrVoU  hay  fcrvice 
To  do  what  fo  he  woU  S%^c, 
And  youth  is  nedy  evirmore 
For  to  obey  for  fmerte  or  fore 
Unto  Dditc,  and  him  to  ycvc 
Her  fcrvice  w^ile  that  (he  maie  live. 

Where  Elde  abitti  I  wol  the  tell 
Shortily,  and  no  while  ydwcHc, 
For  thidir  behoveth  the  to  go, 
Yf  Deth  in  youthe  the  not  flo ; 
Of  this  journey  thou  marfte  not  faile. 
With  her  Labour  and  eke  Travaile 
Xiodgid  ben,  with  Sorow  and  Wo, 
That  nevir  out  of  her  court  go, 
Paine  and  DiftrefTc,  Sickenefleand  tre/ 
And  Melan'coly,  that  angry  iire, 
Bfo  of  Jier  paleis  fenatoursy 
Groning  and  grutchinghcrherbegeouti: 
The  day  and  -n%ht  Jier  (o  tourment 
With  cruill  Deth  the!  her  prefcnt. 
And  telUn  her  crliche  and  late 
That  Death  ftondeth  armid  at  her  gate ;    - 
Than  bring  thei  to  her  remembfaunce 
The  foly  dedcs  of  her  enfaun^, 
Whidhe  cauiln  her  to  moume  in  wo 
That  youth  hath  her  begilid  ib, 
Whiche  fodainly  awaie  is  hafted ; 
She  w^cd  the  tiine  that  (he  hath  waiUd, 
Complaining  of  the  pi;q|eritte 
And  the  prdenc,  that  nat  abitte. 
And  of  her  olde  vanite. 
That  but  aforne  her  flie  maie  fe 
In  the  future  fome  iinale  ibcoure 
To  leggin  her  of  her  doloure. 
To  graunt  her  tinie  of  rcpentauncc;. 
For  her  finnis  to  do  penaunce, 
And  at  the  laft  fo  her  governe. 
To  wiune  the  joyc  that  ia-etcnie, 
:    Fro  whiche  go  backwarde  youth  her  madev 
In  vanite  todrowne  and  wade; 
For  preient  time  abidith  nought, 
lipis  more  fwifte  than  any  thought; 
So  litill  while  it  doth  endure 
That  there  is  ne  compte  ne  mefuie. 

But  htfw  that  evir  the  game  go, 
Who  lift  love  joye  and  ^oirtk  aBiEi 
Of  love,  be  it  he  or  fhc. 
Or  hie  or  lowe,  who  fo  it  be, 
In  frute  thei  ihouldin  'hem  delite, 
Ther  parte  thei  maie  not  ellis  quite, 
To  fave  'hem  fclf  in  honeftc} 
And  yet  full  many  one  I  fe 
Of  women,  fothly  for  to  faine. 
That  deiirin  and  wouldiq  faine 
The  plaie  of  love,  thei  be  fo  wilde. 
And  not  coveite  to  go  with  childc  ; 
And  if  with  childc  thei  be  pcrchauncc, 
Thei  wol  it  holdc  ^  gretc  mifchauncei 
But  what  fo  evir  wo  thej  fele 
Thei  wol  not  platnin,  b^it  concele,  | 

But  it  be  any  lo^e  or  nice. 
In  whome  (hat  Qiame  hath  no  juftice ; 
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fet  to  delitp  cchonc  thci  drawe  ♦^     , 

That  haunt  tlii»  worke,  both  hiAnd  lawc. 

Save  fuchc  that  arne  worth  right  nought, 

That  for  monry  wol  be  ybought ; 

Suchc  love  1  prcifin  in  jiO  wife 

^^^ia^  it  is  given  for  covetifc ; 

1  prcife  so  woman,  though  Ihc*  is  wodc, 

That  ycvcth  her  fclfe  for  any  gode, 

For  Utillihould  a  man  y  telle 

Of  her  t^  wil  her  .body  fcUc, 

Be  ihc  a  ro^udc  or  be  ihe  wife. 

That  quicke  wol  felle  licr  by  her  life. 

How  fairc  chere  that  ever  Jhc  make, 

He  9  a  wretche  I  undirtake 

Thai  love  fuchc  one,  for  fwctc  or  fourc. 

Though  (be  him  called  her  paramoure, 

And  laughetlf  on  him^  and  maketh  him  fcft. 

For  certainly  no  fuche  bcft 

To  be  lovid  is  npit  worthy, 

t  Or  b«in  the  name  of  Drury  ;  ♦ 

Kone  fhonld  her  plcfe,  but  he  wer  woSe, 
That  wol  diip6ile  him  of  his  gode  • 
Yet  lyith^lefle  I  wol  not  faic 
That  Ihe  for  folace  and  for  plaic 
Maic  a  jcwil  or  othir  thbg 
Take  of  her  lov*is  fre  yeving. 
Bat  that  ihe  afke  it  in  no  wife 
For  drede  of  fhamc  or  covet  ife  ; 
And  (he  of  hers  moie  him  ccrtaiqe 
Without  fdaundir  yevin  againe, 

"And  joyne ther  hertes  togidir  fo 
In  love,  «nd  take  and  yeve  alfo  : 
Trowc  nat  that  1  wollin  'hem  twinnc 
Whan  in  ther  love  there  is  no  iiune ; 
I  wol  that  thei  togidir  go. 
And  done  al  that  thei  han  ado. 
As  Curtis  ihould  and  debonaire. 
And  in  ther  love  hcrin  'hem  fairc,      ' 
Withonffn  vice,  both  he  and  Ihc, 
So  that  alwaic  Id  honeile 
Fro  foly  Love  to  kcpe  'hem  clcrc. 
That  brennith  hertis  with  his  /iere, 

*  And  that  ther  love  in  any  wife 
Be  devoide  of  all  covetife. 
Gode  lov^  ihould  engcndrid  be 
Of  trew^  hcrt,  juflc  anrffecre. 
And  not  of  Tuche  as  fet  ther  thought 
To  have  their.luft  and  ellis  nought, 
^  are  thei  caught  in  Lov'is  lace 
Trcwly  for  bodily  folace  ; 
Flcihely  delite  is  f«  prcfcnt 
With  the,  that  fet  al  thine  entent 
Withoutin  more,  what  ihould  I  glofc  ? 
For  to  gcttin  and  have  the  Rofe, 
Whiche  makith  the  fo  mate  and  wod^ 
That  thou  delirefb  none  other  gode : 
But  thou  art  not  an  inche  the  nerrc. 
But  cvrc*  abideii  in  forroue*  and  werrc, 
Al  in  thy  face  i%  h  yfcne ; 
It  makith  the  bothe  pale  an4  Icnc ; 
Thy  might,  thyVcrtue,  gothc  awale^ 
A  fory  geil  in  gods  faie 
T  hou  harboriil  than  in  thine  inne, 
^e  god  of  Lov£>rh&p  thoa  let  inne ; 


Wherfore  I  rede  thou  Ihette  him  oute, 

Or  he  ihal  grevc  the  out  of  doute, 

For  to  thy  profite  it  wol  turne. 

If  he  no  more  with  the  fojoume. 

In  grete  mifchefe  and  forow  fon^ep 

Ben  hertis  that  of  love  arne  dronken, 

As  thou  peraventure  knowen  ihall 

Whan  thciu  haft  loft  thy  time  all. 

And  fpent  thy  thought  in  idilnefle. 

In  wafte,  and  iVoful  taitineire.    , 

Yf  thou  maift  live  the  time  to  fe   , 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  be 

Thy  time  thou  ihalt  bewepe  forcp 

The  whiche  nevir  thou  maift  reitore. 

For  time  yloft,  as  men  may  fe. 

For  nothing  may  recovered  be  : 

And  if  thou  fcape  yet  at  the  lafte 

Fro  Love  that  hath  the  fo  fafte 

Yknitte  and  boundin  in  his  lace, 

Certaine  1  holde  it  but  a  grace  ; 

For  many  one,  as  it  is  feine. 

Have  lofte  and  fpent  alfo  in  veine 

In  his  fervice  without  focour 

Body  and  foule,  gode  and  trefour. 

And  wittoand  ilrength,  and  eke  ncheflcy 

Of  whiche  thei  had  nevir  redreiC:. 

Vamamt, 
Thus  taught  and  prechid  hath  Refoo, 
But  Love  yfpilte  hath  her  fermon. 
That  was  fo  impid  in  my  thought 
That  her  dodrinc  I  fet  at  nought. 
And  yet  ne  faide  ihe  nevie*  a  dek 
That  I  ne  underftode  it  wele 
Wordd  by  worde  the  matir  all ; 
But  unto  Love  I  was  fo  thrall, 
'Whiche  callith  ovir  all  ftis  praie. 
He  chaiith  £b  my  thoughtis  ale. 
And  holdeth  min  herrte  undir  hi«  Ick 
As  trufty  and  trewe  as  any  ftelc. 
So  that  I  no  dcvocion 
Ne  haddd  in  the'  wife  fermon 
Of  Dame  Refon,  ne  of  her  red^ 
I  toke  no  fojour  in  mine  hede. 
For  alle  yede  but  at  one  ere 
That  in  that  othir  Ihe  did  lere  ; 
Fully  on  mie  ihe  loft  her  lore ; 
Her  fpeche  me  grevid  wondir  fore. 

That' unto  her  for  ire  I  faide. 
For  angir  as  I  did  abraide,  « 

Dame,  and  as  it  your  will  algate 
That  I  not  love  but  that  I  hate 
All  men,  as  ye  me  now  do  techc  ? 
For  if  I  do  aftir  your  fpeche, 
Sith  that  you  feine  love  is  not  gode. 
Than  muft  I  nedis  fay  with  mode, 
Yf  I  it  leve,  in  hatrid  aie 
Livin,  and  voidm  love  awaic 
Ferrd  from  mc  a  iinful  wretche, 
Yhatid  of  all^  that  tetchc, 
J  may  not  go  none  othir  gate. 
For  either  muft  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if  I  hatin  men  of  newe 
Mord  than  love  it  wol  mc  rewe. 
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At  by  j^ur  pftchtDg  femith  me, 
For  Love  nothing  ne  prailith  the  : 
Tc  yeve  gode  counfaile  fikirly 
That  prcchith  me  at  day  tbat  I 
"Sic  Ibould  not  Lot'is  lore  alowe; 
fit  were  a  folc  woulde  ydu  noCtrowe ; 
la  %eche  aUb  je  han  me  taught 
Anothtr  love  that  knowen  it  naught, 
Whichc  I  haTC  herde  you  not  reprcyc  : 
To  love  ccheiBthir,  by  your  kvc. 
If  ye  would  definio  it  me, 
I  wouldin  gladly  here,  to  fe 
At  the  left  if  I  mowin  lere 
Of  £Qodqr  k>vi3  the  manere* 

Certis,  freade,  a  grete  fole  art  thou. 
Whan  that  thou  nothing  wok  alow 
'Wkiche  that  I  for  th)'  profite  faie ; 
Yet  wo.l  I  fate  the  more  in  hie. 
For  I  am  redy  at  the  left 
To  iccomplifhin  thy  requeft ; 
Sst  I  n*ot  where  it  woiayetle ; 
|a  vaine  pera.v*entuf e  1  travaile. 
Love  there  is  in  fondrie  wife. 
Right  as  I  (hall  the  here  devifc 

For  fome  love  lefiii  it  and  gode,      * 
I  mene  not  that  whkhe  makcth  the  wode. 
And  briegith  the  in  many'  a  fitte. 
And  ravifli#h  fro  the  al  thy  witte^ 
It  b  fo  marveik>ut  and  queint ; 
Wi£h  fuche  lotm  be  no  more  aqueint. 

Ctmment  Raifiit  diMnif  AunfiH* 
Love  of  frendHiippe  aifo  there  is 
WMche  makith  no  man  don  amis» 
Of  will  yknitte  betwixin  two,    v 
That  wel  not  breke  for  tj^ele  ne  tro, 
Whiche  longie  is  likely  to  contune. 
Whan  wil  and  godes  ben  in  commune, 
Groondid  by  Godd*is  ordinaunce. 
All  whole  witlumtin  difcordannce. 
With  them  yholding  conmiauncc, 
Of  al  ther  gode  in  charite. 
That  there  be  ndne  exceptionn 
Through  chaunging  of  ententioun. 
That  eche  hcipe  othir  at  ther  nede. 
And  wifely  hele  both  worde  and  dede, 
Trewe  of  mening,  devoide  of  flouthe. 
For  wit  is  nought  withoutin  trouthe. 
So  that  the  t*  one  dare  all  his  thought 
Same  to  lis  frende,  knd  fparin  nought, 
Aa  to  him  felfe,  without  areding 
To  be  difcoveretf  by  wfeying. 
For  glad  is  thai  conjunAioun 
Whan  theft  is  none  fufpe^idun 
Betwixin  *htai  whome  thei  wold  prove, 
^hat  trewe  and  parfite  weren  in  love ; 
For  BO  man  mily  be  amiable 
3^t  if  be  be  fo  fcrme  and  liable 
That  Fortune  chaunge  him  not  ne  blindc, 
Bot  that  his  frendb  alway  him  find* 
Bothe  pore  and  riche  in  one  cftate. 
For  if  his  frende  through  any  gate 
Wo!  complaine  of  his  povcrte 
He  ibould  not  bide  (9  long  til  be 
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h4  rose. 

elpin^oth  him  require,. 
!  <HiM^'^^  thorough  prajSre 
md  oSiffhr'    ^ * 


Of  his  helping 

For  gode  (   ' 

U  fokle  andTMght  to  dere  I-wis 

To  hert  that  of  grete  valure  is. 

For  hert  fulfilled  of  gentilnefle 

Can  evil  dem'cne  his  diftrciFe  ; 

And  man  that  worthy  is  of  name 

To  aikin  oft  in  hath  grete  ihame. 
A  gode  man  brennith  in  his  thoughe 

¥ik  ihame  whan  that  he  aikith  ought ; 

He  hath  grete  thought,  and  drcdith  ai« 

For  his  difeic  whan  he  ihal  praie 

His  frende  leil  that  he  warnid  be 

Till  he  preve  his  ilabilitc ; 

Bot  whan  that  he  hath  foundtn  one  t 

That  truAy  is  and  trewe  as  flone. 

And  hath  afTayid  him  at  all,    -        « 

Andfounde  him  iledfail  as  a  wall,'' 

Avd  of  his  frendihippe  be  certaine. 

He  ihal  hmi  ihewe  bothe  joie  and  paine^ 

And  all  tAt  he  dare  thinkc  or  iaic,  ^ 

Withoutin  fliamc,  as  he  well  maic, 

^r  how  ibould  he  aihamid  be 

Of  fuche  an  one  as  I  tolde  the  ? 

For  whan  he  wot  his  fecret  thought 

The  third  ihall  know  therof  right  nought. 

For  twey  in  nombre'  is  bet  tlum  thrc 
In  every  counlaile  and  fecre  : 

Repreve  he  dredith  nevrc*  a  dcic 
Who  that  bcfet  his  wordis  wele. 
For  every  wife  man  out  of  drcde 
Can  kepe  his  tong  till  he  fe  nede. 

And  folis  can  ndt  holde  thertonge; 
A  fol'is  belle  is  fonc  yronge; 
Yet  ihall  a  trewe  frende  doin  more 
To  helpe  his  felowe  of  his  fore. 
And  focour  him  whan  he  hath  nede 
In  all  that  he  may  done  in  dede. 
And  gladdlr  that  he  him  plefith 
Than  his  felowe  that  he  efith  : 
AAd  if  he  do  nat  his  reqneil  ■ 
He  ihal  aslnochil  him  moleil 
As  his  felowe,  bicaUe  that  ho  * 

Maie  not  fulfill  his  volunte 
All  fully  as  he  hath  required. 
If  both  the  hertis  Love  hath  fired 
Bothe  joye  and  wo  thet  uiall  departed 
And  take  evfn^  eche  his  parte, 
Halfe  his  anoy«  he  ihal  have  aie. 
And  comforte  him  what  that  he  maie. 
And  of  his  bliifc  parte  ihal  he. 
If  love  woUin  departid  be 


And  whilom  of  this  unite 
Spake  Tullhis  in  a  dite, 
A  man  ihould  makin  this  requeft 
Unto  his  frende  that  is  honeft. 
And  he  godely  Ihould  it  fulfill. 
But  it  the  more  were  out  of  (km. 
And  -itherwife  not  grannt  therto. 
Except  only  in  caufis  two. 

Tf  men  his  frende  to  deth  would  driv4 
IfCt  him  be  bciy  to'  favc  his  live. 
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AUb'il  insen  woflen  hun  aflitile, 
CH*  his  worihip  to  make  him  fidle, 
Axxi  hiUdrin  him  of  his  renouo, 
Ltt  him  with  6d  cntencioaQ 
His  derir  dovit  iaeche  degre, 
Tha^his  frtndi  ne  fllamid  be. 

In  thefe  two  ealis  with  hik  might. 
Taking  no  kepe  to  fkSl  nor  tight, 
As  ferre  as  lore  may  him  excufe. 
This  ought  no  man  for  to  refiife. 

Thitfioye  that  I  have  told  to  the 
b  Dothmg  contrarie  to  me ; 
This  wol  1  that  then  fblowe  wele, 
Afxd  Icve  the  t'othir  trtry  dele; 
This  love  to  rertuc  al  entendeth,  . 
'1  he  t'othir  folis  blent  and  fhendetk« 

Aa  othir  love  ilfo  thftre  it 
"Hiat  is  contrary  unto  this,  ^  - 

Which  defire  is  {6  oonfirainitf 
That  it  ne  is  bat  will  fiunid; 
Away  fro  trouth  it  dotb-fo  varfe 
That  to  gode  love  it  is  contrarie,- 
For  it  majmith  in  many  wife 
Sik^  hertis  with  cofvetife; 
All  in  winniog  aiAd  id  profite 
Snche  love  yfettith  his  detite : 
This  love  ib  haungith  in  balaunc^ 
That  i(  it  kfe  his  hope  perchaonec 
Of  lacre  that  he'  is  fet  upon 
It  well  £ulin  and  quench  anon, 
For  no  man  maife  be  amorous, 
Ne  in  his  living  vertnous,        ' 
Bat  if  he  lovin  more  in  mode 
Men  for  "hem  (Ufe  than  for  ther  gode  j 
For  love  tkat  profite  doth  abidd 
h  falfc,  and  bulith  not  to  tide : 
Soche  love  comith  of  Dame  Fortuoc, 
That  litil  while  well  contnne. 
For  it  ihall  chaungin  wondir  fbne. 
And  take  edips  as  doth  the  mone. 
Whan  that  fhe  is  frotti  us  ylet 
Tiirongh  erth,  that  betwixin  is  fet 
The  fonne  aiMl  her,  as  it  may  fall, 
Beit  mpartieorinall: 
The  fliadawe  makith  her  betnes  inerke. 
And  her  homis  to  Ihewia  derke 
T  u  part  where  Ihe  hath  loft  her  light 
Or  Phebus  fufly  and  the  fight, 
Ti J  whan  the  fhadowe*  is  ovir  pafie 
^he'  is  enlumined  agdtnas  fafte 
Through  th«  brightnes  of  the  fonne  bemb. 
That  yevith  to'^her  ag^n  her  iemes : 
That  love  ia  right  of  fuch  nature. 
Now  it  is  £aire  and  nq/w  obfture. 
Now  bright,  now  clipfy  of-mancrc, 
And  whilom  dimme  and  whiiom  cler(, 
As  (one  as  povcrte  ginnith  take, 
Wltfi  mantil  and  with  wed  is  blake^ 
Hidith  of  love  Ae  light  iway, 
1  That  imo  night  it  toumith  day, 
k  may  not  fefn  EkhelTe  (bine 
Till  that  the  bbc^  ihadowis  fine. 
For  whan  that  kichcffc  Ihinith  blight    , 
Love  recovercth  afycn  bis  ^ht^       * 


And  whan  it  failith  he  wol  flft, ' 
And  as  Ihc  grcvith  fo  grevith  it. 

Of  this  love  her ith  what  I  faic:  ♦ 
The  riche  men  are  ylovid  aie. 
And  namely  tho  tliat  fpartndc  bene. 
That  wol  not  wafhe  ther  hertis  des«. 
Of  the  fifthe  nor  ^f  the  vice 
Ofgrcdy  brenning  avarice. 

"l^he  liche  man  ful  fond  is  i-wla 
That  wenith  that  he  lovid  is ; 
If  that  his  hert  k  undifHode 
It  is  not  he;  h  t«  his  gode  : 
He  may  welwetinio  hiMhought 
His  gode  is  Uffed  and  lie  rigm  miii^htf 
For  if  he  be  a  nigarde  eke 
Men  wol  not  fet  by  him  a  leke. 
But  hatin  him,  this  is  the  fothe. 
Lo  what  profite  his  catil  dothe! 
Of  every  man  that  may  hkn  fe 
It  getteth  him  nought  but  enrnkCf 
But  he  amende  hin^of  that  vice. 
And  knew  himfel^lie  is  not  wlfh. 

Certis  he  ihould  aie  frendly  be 
To  get  him  love,alfo  ben  fre. 
Or  els  he  is  not  wife  &e  fage, 
Ko  more  than  is  a  gott  ramage. 
That  he  not  lovith  hit  dede  pr6VAh« 
Whan  he  his  richcffe  fo  wclHdveth 
That  he  wol  hide  it  aie  and  fpare. 
His  pord  frendis  fene  ibr£are. 
To  kepin  aie  his  ill  purpofe. 
Till  that  for  dredc  his  eyin  dofc, 
And  til  a  wickid  deth  him  take 
Him  had  levir  a  fosdre  ihake. 
And  let  al'  his  limmes  a  fomke  rive. 
Than  leve  iasrid)c%4«  hp  live; 
He  thinketh  to  part  k  wltnno  man ; 
Certain  no  loviHJkin  him  than, 
For  h(^ihoulaIov«  within  him  be 
Whan  in  his  hert  is  no  p&te  f 
That  he  trefpafith  well  I  Wate, 
For  eche  man  knovmh  his  eftate^ 
For  wel  him  ^ught  to  be  reproved 
That  lovith  nought  ne  is  not  loved. 

But  fithc  we  ame  to  Fortune  comem. 
And  hath  our  femon  of  her  nemen, 
A  wondir  will  I  teU  the  now. 
Thou  herdiHoere  fuche  one  I  trow; 
1  n^ot  where  thou  me  levin  fhall, 
Although  fothfaHeneiffe  it  be  all. 
As  it  is  writtin,  and  is  fothe. 
That  unto  men  more  profite  dotSie  * 

The  frowarde  fortune  and  contrahre 
Than  doth  the  fott  and  dc^bonaxre; 
And  if  the  thinke  it  is  doutable. 
It  is  through  argument  pr^vable^ 
For  Fortune  debonaire  aisA  fofte 
Yfalfith  and  begiiith  ofte. 
For  liche  a  mothir  (he  can  chd/Kk^ 
And  milkin  as  doth  a  norite. 
And  of  her  gdde  to  him  ydeles. 
And  yevetb  't^ffa  parte  of  her  jeweloi^ 
With  grctc  nchis  and  dignite,* 
And  'h^  ihe  hetedi  fiabilke 
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In  z  ftate  tliat  is  nothing  fiable, 

fiot  chaungii^  aie  mnd  variable. 

And  fedith  mk  with  glory  yeine. 

And  worldely  bliffc  nothing  certcint : 

IVhan  ihe  *hem  fcttith  on  her  whek 

Than  wenin  Aoi  to  be  ri^t  wele. 

And  in  fo  ftank  ftate  wiSiall 

That  ncvir  thci  wene  for  to  fall ; 

And  whan  thei  felte  fo  high  to  be 

Thci  wene  to  have  in  ceftainte 

Of  hertly  frendis  to  grete  nombre, 

That  nothing  might  their  ftatc  encombre; 

Thei  tnift  *hem  fo  on  every  fide, 

Wening  with  *hcm  thei  Would  abide 

In  every  perill  and  mifchaonce 

Withoutin  channce  or  variaunce 

Bothd  of  catil  and  of  gode, 

And  alfo  for  to  fpende  ther  bIod€y 

And  al  ther  membrit  for  to  fpill, 

Onily  to  fulfill  ther  will :      ' 

Thei  niaken  it  whole  in  many  wife. 

And  hotin  'hen>  their  fall  ferme. 

How  fore  fo  that  it  do  *hem  finerte 

Into  ther  very  nakid  (heite ; 

Herte  and  hainde  alfo  whole  thei  give^ 

For  al  the  time  that  thei  may  live^ 

So  that  with  this  ther  flatiry 

Thei  makin  folit  glorifio 

Onely  of  ther  wordis  fpekin^^ 

And  ban  chere  of  a  rejoyfing. 

And  trow  'hem  as  the  Evangilc; 

And  it  is  al  falihedc  and  g^e. 

As  thei  ihal  afterwardis  fe ; 

Whan  thei  ame  fal  in  poverte. 

And  ben  of  gode  and  catil  bare, 

Than  ihould  thei  fene  whfi^ndis  wtre, 

For  of  an  hundrid  certainly, 

Kor  of  a  thoufande  full  fcarily,   v 

Me  (hall  thei  finde  unnethis  one 

Whan  poverte  is  comen  upon. 

For  thus  Fortune  that  I  of  tell. 
With  men  whan  that  her  luft  to  dwell, 
Maketh  *hem  to  lefe  ther  conifautace. 
And  noriiheth  'hem  in  ignoraunce. 

But  frowarde  Fortune  and  perverfe. 
Whan  high  eftates  ihe  dothreverfe. 
And  maluth  'hem  to  toumble  doune 
Of  her  whele  with  a  ibdaine  toume. 
And  from  ther  richeffe  dothe  *hem  floy 
And  plongith  'hem  in  poverte. 
As  a  fiepmothir  envious. 
And  lai^  a  plailUr  dolorous 
Unto  ther  hertis  woundid  egre,    • 
Whiche  is  not  tempered  with  vinegre. 
But  with  poverte*  and  indigence, 
(or  to  flvwe  by  experience 
That  (he  is  Fortune  veriUe, 
In  whom  no  man  ne  (hould  affie, 
Mor  in  her  yeftis  qlive  fiaunce, 
She  is  fo  ful  of  vtfiaunce. 

Thus  can  ihe  makin  hie  and  lowe, 
, Whan  thei  from  richefle  aroc  throve* 
Tuliy  to  knowin  without  were 
l^readc  of  aSc  Ac  aod  frcndc  of  chere,     , 
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And  whiche  in  love  weren  trew  and  Mn(, 

And  whiche  alio  weren  variable, 

Aftir  Fortune  ther  goddcfle. 

In  poverte*,  cither  in  richefle. 

For  all  that  yeveth  here  otit  <^  dredc 

Unhappy  yberith  it  in  dede. 

For  Infortun^  Ictte  not  one 

Of  frendis  whan  Fortune  is  gone^ 

I  mene  tho  frendis  that  woll  fie 

Anone  as  entrith  poverte; 

And  yet  thei  wol  not  leve  *hem  ib,  # 

But  in  eche  place  where  that  thei  g» 

Thei  callin  'hem  wreldie,feome,  andbfesie^ 

And  of  ther  miduppe  *faem  difiame. 

And  namely  fuche  as  in  nche(le 

Pretcndith  mofte  of  (labknefle. 

Whan  that  they  fawe  *hem  fet  on  lofre. 

And  werin  of  hem  fucoured  ofte. 

And  mod  iholpe  in  al  ther  nede. 

But  now  thei  ttke  no  maner  hede/ 

But  feine  in  voice  of  flatifle  - 

That  now  appereth  ther  folie 

Ovir  al  wher  fo  that  thei  fare. 

And  finge.  Go,  farewcl,  Feldefare. 

All^  fudie  frendis  I  befhHbe, 
For  of  trewe  frendis  ther  be  to  few<^  * 
But  fothfaft  frendes,  what  fo  betide^ 
In  every  fortune  wollen  abide ; 
Thei  ban  their  hertes  in  fuch  nobleffs 
That  thei  n*il  love  for  no  richelfe. 
Nor  for  that  Fortune  may  *hcm  fende 
Thei  wollen  *hem  focour  and  defrnde,- 
And  chaungin  forfoftejie  for  fore; 
For  who  his  frende  loveth  evirmore. 
Though  men  dra^e  fwetdis  him  to  flo, 
Thei  may  not  hewe  ther  love  a  two; 
But  if  in  cafe  that  I  ihall  ^y. 
For  pride  and  ire  kfc  it  ho  nay. 
And  for  reprove  by  nicete. 
And  difcovering  of  privite 
With  tongd  wounding,  as  felon, 
Through  venemous  detraccion. 

Frende  in  this  cafe  wol  g^n  his  way. 
For  nothing  greve  him  more  ne  nuy, 
'And  for  nought  elUs  wol  he  fie 
If  he  love  in  ftabilite  : 
And  ccrtaine  he  is  well  begone 
Among  a  thoufande  that  findeth  one. 
For  there  ne  may  be  no  richefie, 
Ayenft  frendfiiip  of  worthinefie. 
For  it  ne  fnay  f»  high  attaine 
As  may  the  valoure,  fothe  \o  (aine. 
Of  him  that  lovith  trtwe  and  well ;     . 
Frendfiiip  is  more  than  is  catell. 
For  frende  in  courte  aie  bettir  ir 
Than  peny  is  in  purfe  certis. 
And  than  is  Fortune  miihaping. 
Whan  upon  mea  (he  is  fabling 
Thorough  oAH^uming  of  her  channce. 
And  caftith  *hem  out  of  balaunce. 

$he  maketh  through  her  adverfitd 
Men  fhl  and  clerly  for  to  fe 
Him  that  is  frende  in  cxiftence 
&om  hioi  tbit  is  by  apparcco^ 


For  Infoitune  makith  anooc       .« , 
To  know  thy  frendis  fro  thy  tofit 
By  experience  right  as  it  is, 
T1)c  whiche  is  more  to  praife  i-vris  • 
Than  in  muche  richeffe  and  trefoor^' 
For  more  depe  profite  and  valour 
Povcrte*,  and  fuchc  adverfite 
Before,  than  doeth  profperite,. 
For  that  one  yevcth  coniiauncey        • 
Aod  t*othir  gevith  ignoraunce^ 

And  thus  io  povcrtc*  i«  in  dede 
Trouth^  declarld  fro  fallhedc, 
For  faint  tcndls  it  wol  declare. 
And  trewe  alfo,  what  way  they  fare; 
For  whan  he  was  in  his  richeffe 
Thefe  frendis  fol  of  doublcnefife 
Offirid  him  in  many  wiie 
Tlicr  hcrte  and  hody,  and  fcrvice, 
IVhat  would  he  then  have  you  ta  *ha.ve  brought 
To  knowin  opmly  ther  thought. 
That  he  now  hath  fo  Vltreiy  fene  ? 
The  hfle  bcgiledhe  (bouldhave  bene 
.•And  he  had  than  perccvid  it, 
But  Richcfle  n*olde  not  kt  him  wit; 
Wei  more  avaunta|k  doeth  him  than^ 
Sithe  that,  it  jnakith  him  a  wife  man. 
The  grcte  mifchefe  that  he  perceveth 
Than  doeth  richefle,  that  him  decevetk  t 
Richeffe  riche  ne  ymakith  nought 
Hin)  that  on  tccfonr  fet  his  thought. 
For  richcfle  donte  in  fuffifaunce, 
And  nothing  ftonte  in  haboundauncey 
For  fuffilauoce  all  onily 
Iffakith  meme  to  live  richily» 


For  he  that  hath  but  mitchir  rweine, 
Ne  value  in  his  whole  demeine,  » 

Liveth  more  at  efe,  and  more  is  riche. 
Than  doith  he  whiche  that  is  chiche. 
And  in  his  bame  hath,  foth  to  iaine. 
An  hundrid  mavis  of  whete  graine, 
Though  be  be  chapman  or  aaichaunt,. 
And  have  of  golde  many  befaunt, 
For  in  the  getting  he  *hath  fache  wo, 
And  in  the  keping  drede  alfo. 
And  fette  ere  more  his  befincfle 
For  to  encrefe  aad  nat  ttt  lefle. 
For  to  avguient  and  multiply  ^  , 
And  thoii|rh  on  hepes  that  lie  hhn  by» 
Yet  nevir  (hatt  make  his  richei{c 
AiTeth  unto  his  gredineife ; 
Bat  the  pore  man  that  retchith  nought 
Sare  of  his  livelode  in  his  -thought, 
Whiche  that  he  getteth  with  his  travaile*. 
He  dredith  nought  that  it  fhall  faile. 
Though  he  have  little  world'is  gode» 
Mete  and  drinke,  and  efie  fode» 
Upon  his  travaile  and  living. 
And  alfo  fuffiiaunt  clothing. 
Or  if  in'fickencifc  that  he  &U,  ^ 

And  lothe  metrfknd  drinke  withall,     ' 
Tliough  he  have  not  his  mete  to  buiej, 
tie  Ihali  bcthiuJtf  him  hailily 
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To  put  him  out  of  all  daungere. 
That  he  of  mete  hath  no  miftere. 
Or  that  he  male  with  little  eke 
Be  foundin  while  that  he  is  feke. 
Or  that  men  flxall  him  btfne  in  hafte 
To  live  till  his  fickneife  he  pafte  _  ,. 
Unto  fome  maiftmdewe  beude  : 
He  cafte  nought  what  (hall  him  betide; 
He  thinkith  nought  that  evre'  he  fkall} 
Into  any  iickenefie  yfalh 


And  though  it  full,  as  it  male  be^ 
That  all  betime  fparin  l|all  he 
As  mokill  as  (hall  to'  him  fufficc 
While  he  is  fickeJn  any  wife» 
He  doith  for  that  he  woU  be 
Contentid  with  his  poverte 
Withoutein  nede  of  any  man  : 
So  moche  in  little  have  he  can 
He  is  apaide  with  his  fortune,   ' 
And  for  he  n*ill  be  importune 
Unto  no  wight  ne  onerous. 
Nor  of  ther  godefle  covetous, 
Therfore  he  fpareth,  it  mai  well  ben. 
His  pore  ellate  for  to  fuftene. 


Or  if  him  luile  not  for  to  fpare. 

But  fuffrith  forthe  as  nat  yet  ware, 

At  Tafte  it  happeneth,  as  it  maie» 

All  right  unto  his  hail^  dale. 

And  uke  the  worlde  as  it  woidd  be  ; 

For  evir  in  hcrte  thinkith  he 

The  fonir  that  Deth  him  yflo 

To  paradife  the  fonir  go 

He  fliall,  there  for  to  hve  in  blific 

Where  that  he  (hall  no  godisi  mifle : 

Thidir  he  hppeth  God  (hall  him  feude 

Aftir  this  wretchid  liv'is  cndc. 

Pythagoras  himfelfrcherfes. 

In  a  boke  that  The  Goldin  Verfet 

Is  deped,  for  the  nobilite 

Of  the  honorable  dite, 

Than  whao  thoa  goeft  thy  body  fro 
Fre  in  the  ayre  thou  (halt  up  go. 
And  levin  all  humantte, 
^  And  pnrely  live  in  diete. 
He  is  ^iole  withoutin  were 
Xhat  llFowith  have  his  cotmtrey  here* 

In  yerth  is  not  our  countere, 
That^tiiaie  thefe  derkis  feine  aad  fe 
In  Boectt  of  Coofiklacion, 
Where  it  is  maluoNinencion 
Of  our  contre  plaine  at  the  eye 
By  teching  of  phUofophie,  w 

Where  leude  men  mi^^m  lerin  wit^ 
Who  fo  that  would  trSftatin  it. 
If  he  be  fuche  that  can  well  live 
AfHr  his  rent^  maie  him  yeve, ' 
And  no^4e(inth  more  to  have 
T^n  maie  fro  poverte  him  (ave. 
.^nifeman  faiedf  as  we  maie  fene, 
ISId  jx>aD  wretched  hut  he  it  wcoq» 
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Be  he  a  kin^,  knight,  or  ribaude  : 

Many*  a  ribaude  is  merie*  and  bauds 

That  fwinkcth  and  bcrith  daie  and  night 

Many  a  burthin  of  gretc  might. 

The  whiche  doith  him  1^  offence 

For  he  that  fui^kh  in  pftcience  : 

Thei  laugh  and  Xmnce,  the!  trippe  and  UBg, 

And  laie  nought  up  for  thcr  living; 

But  in  the  tavcrne  all  difpendeth 

The  winning  whiche  that  God'hemiinideth; 

Than  goeth  he  fardils  for  to  here 

With  as  gode  chere  as  he  did  ere  : 

To  fwinke  and  travaik'  he  xiot£uatthy' 

For  to  robbin  he  difdamkh^ 

But  right  anon  after  his  fwinke 

He  goeth  to  taverne  for  to  drinker 

All  thefe  are  riche  in  habonndannce 

That  can  thtu  havin  fuffifiumce 

Well  more  than  can  an  uferere^ 

As  God  ^i^knowith,  without  were. 

For  'an  ufare^c,  fo  Ood  me  fe. 

Shall  nevir  for  richefie  riche  be. 

But  er  more  pore  and  indigent. 

Scarce,  and  gredy  in  his  entent. 
For  fothe  it  is,  whom  it  difplefe. 

There  maie  no  marchaunt  live  atefe. 

His  herte  in  foche  a  where  is  fet 

That  it  quicke  brennith  for  to  get, 

Ne  nevir  ihall  though  he  hath  getten. 
Though  he  have  gokie  in  gamirs  yeten^ 

For  to  be  nedy  he  dredeth  fore, 

Wherefore  to  gettin  more  and  more 

He  fet  his  herte  and  his  defire  : 

So  bote  he  brennith  in  the  fire 

Of  covetife,  that  maketh  him  wode' 

To  purchace  othir  mennis  gode. 

He  undirfongith  a  grete  p^in 

That  undeitaketh  to  drinke  up  Sain, 

For  the  more  that  he  drinkith  aie 

The  more  he  levith,  (bthe  to  (ate. 

Thus  is  the  thruft  of  falfe  getting. 

That  lade  evir  in  coviting. 

And  the  anguiihe  and  the  diftrefle. 

With  the  firl  of  gredintfie ; 

She  fightith  with  him  aie  and  ftriveili, 

So  that  his  herte  a  fondfr  rxveth : 

Soche  gredinefle  l)im  aflailith 

That  whan*  he  mode  hath  mode  he  £ulith« 

Phificiens  and  advocates 
Goin  right  by  the  famd  yatcs ;  ^ 

Thei  fell  ther  fcience  for  winnings 
And  haunte  ther  «pafte  for  grete  gettinf :   \^ 
Ther^vinniiig  is  of  foche  fwete&iie 
That  if  a  man  £idl  in  fickeoefle 
Thd' are  full  glad  for  ther  encrece^ 
For  by  ther  will  withoutin  lefe     f 
Everichc  man,iiouk}in  htltkc} 
Though  thei  die  thei  fet  nWa  leke ; 
Aftir  whan  thei  the  golde  have  take 
Full  Uttle  care  for  him  thei  make  : 
Thei  would  fowertie  were  ficke  at  onety 
Ye,  two  hundrid,  in  fleflie  and  bonet , 
And  yet  two  thou£mde,  as  I  gcffc,  t] 

For  to  eocrdia  xbtr  ncbcfle.  v 


Thei  woll  n0,yirorcUn  mnoMiSt 
,j^  But  for  lucre  and  covetife. 

For  phy  ficke  ginnitb  firft  by  (phi) 
The  phificien  alfo  ibthly ; 
And  fithen  it  goeth  firo  fie  to  fie 
To  truft  on  *hem  it  is  fnCe, 
For  thei  n'il  in  no  mamr  gre 
Doin  right  nought  for  cfa^te. 
£ke  in  the  fame  foA^  are  let 
All  tho  that  prechin  for  to  get 
Worihips,  and  honour,  and  richeile  ^ 
Ther  hertis  ame  in  grete  difirefle 
That  folke  livin  not  1^)^, 
But  abovin  all  fpeciaflf 
.  Soche  as  yprechiif  veinglorie. 
And  towarde  Godhave  no  mem*orie^ 
But  forthe  as  ipocritis  trace. 
And  to  ther  foulls  deth  purcbacc. 
And  outward  ftcwiog  hoHnefie, 
Though  thei  be  full  of  cuifidndle  :* 
Nat  liche  to  the  apoftlis  twelve, 
Thei  deceive  othir  and  *hem  felve  : 
Begilid  is  the  giHr  than 
For  preching  of  a  cnrfid  man  :' 
Though  it  to  othir  noaie  profl|( 
Himfdf  xt  availeth  not  a  smtc. 
For  oft  gode  predicaciouB 
Cometh  of  evill  entencioun : 
To  him  nat  availeth  his  prechlngv 
All  helpe  he  6thir  with  his  techmg. 
For  where  thei  gode  example  take 
There  is  he  with  veinglorie  (hake. 

But  let  us  leven  thdfe  prechours. 
And  fpeke  of  *hem  that  in  their  tounr 
Hepe  up  ther  golde  and  fad  yfliet. 
And  fore  thereon  ther  hertis  fet : 
Thei  neither. lovin  God  ot  dredc} 
Thei  kepin  more  than  it  is  neJc, 
And  in  ther  baggia  fore  it  binde 
Out  of  the  fimne  and  of  the  winde ; 
Thei  puttin  up  more  than  oede  ware 
Whan  thei  fene  povir  folk  forfare. 
For  hnngre  die,  and  for  cold  quake; 
God  can  well  vengeaunce  thereof  take ; 
The  grete  mifchivu  'hem  afljaileth. 
And  thus  in  gadring  aie  travaileth ; 
With  mochil  pain  thei  winne  richefle. 
And  drede  'hem  hokiitk  )a  didrefie 
To  kepin  that  tl^|^»gathSr  h& : 
With  forowe  tholeve  it  at  lad,  \ 

» With  forowe  thei  kbthe  die  and  live 
That  unto^cheile  ther  hertes  yeve. 
And  in  defaute  of  love  it  is. 
As  it  fiiewith  full  well  i-wis. 
For  if  thefe.  gredy,  fothe  to  fiunei 
Lovidin  and  were  loved  againe. 
And  gode  love  reignld  ovir  all, 
.   Soche  wickidnefle  Be  fliouki  y&U, 
But  he  fliould  yeve  that  mofl»  gode  hid 
To  licm  that  weren  in  nede  bedad. 
And  live  mithoutin  fidfe  ufure, 
Tor  chant?  ful  dene  and  pure ; 
ff  thei  'hem  yeve  unto  godeneflcf 
Defending  'hern  from  idilaeiTey 
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In  aU  this  worlde  than  povir  none 

We  fliooldin  finde  1  trowe  not  one. 

But  chaongid  it  this  woride  nnftablcy 

For  love  u  ovir  all  Tendabk : 
I  We  fe  that  no  man  lovith  now 

But  for  his  winning  and  for  prowe  | 

And  lore  is  thndlid  in  icrrage 

Whan  it  is  fold  for  avauntage ; 

Yet  women  wol  ther  bodies  fell  i 

Sochd  fimles  goith  to  the  devill  of  hell* 
Whan  Lore  had  tolde  *hem  his  entent 

The  baronage  to  counlaile  went. 

In  many  fentencis  thei  fill. 

And  diverily  thd  fided  ther  will  { 
»  But  aftir  difcorde  thei  accorded, 

And  ther  accorde  to  Love  reconled : 

Sir,iaidin  thei,  we  ben  at  one. 

By  evtn  accorde  of  ererichone, 

Oot  take  Richefle  all  onilj. 

That  fwomd  hath  fiUl  hauteinlf 

That  Ihe  the  caftill  n*ill  aflaile, 
■  Ke  finite  a  fbc^e  in  this  battaile 

With  darte  ne  mace,  ne  fpere,  ne  Imife, 
I  For  man  that  fpeketK^  bereth  life,     ,  • 

And  blomith  yoor  emprilie  iwis,  > 

And  firom  our  hofte  departid  is. 

At  kft^  waie,  as  in  this  plitc. 

So  hath  flie  this  man* in  difpite; 

For  (he  faieth  he  ne  loved  her  never. 

And  therefore  ihe  woll  hate  him  ever ; 

For  he  woU  gathir  no  trelbre 

He  hath  her  wrathe  for  evirmore  ; 

He*  agihe  her  nere  in  othir  cafe, 

Lo  here  all  wholly  his  trefpafe ! 

She  faieth  well  that  this  othir  dale 

He  aiked  her  leve  to  gon  the  waie 

That  is  depid  to  moche  yeving. 

And  fpakc  full  faire  in  his  praying, 

But  whan  he  praied  her  poore  was  he, 

Therefn'e  (he  warned  him  the  entre, 

Ke  yet  is  he  not  thrivin  fo 

That  he  hath  gettin  a  penie  or  two 

That  quietly'  is  his  owne  in  holde  :  / 

Thus  hath  Richefle  us  all  ytolde. 

And  whan  Richefle  us  this  recorded 

WidMratin  her  we  ben  acorded. 
And  vrc  finde  in  our  accordaunce 

That  Falfe  SembUmt  and  Abftinaunce^ 

With  all  the  foike  of  ther  battaile, 

SmU  at  the  hindir  gate  aflaik 

That  Wiclud  Tong  hath  in  keping. 

With  his  Normans  full  of  jangling. 

And  with  him  Curtefie  and  Lamfle, 

That  Ihullin  fliewe  ther  hardiaeffe 

To  the  old  wife  that  kept  fo  hard 

Faire  Welcoming  vnthin  her  ward. 

Than  ihall  Delite  and  Well-Heling 

Yfondin  Shame  adoun  to  bring 

With  all  her  hoftc  erly  and  lafc, 

llxn  (hull  afiailin  that  ilke  gate; 

Ayeniik  Drede  ihall  Hardinefle 

Aflaile  and  alfo  Sikimefle, 

With  an  the  folke  of  ther  leding. 

That  ncrwir  wifie  what  was  flaying« 
Vol..  I. 


OF    THE    ROSE. 

Fraunchifc  (hall. fight  and  eke  Pite 
With  Daungir  ful  of  cruUte, 
Thus  is  your  hoftc  ordainid  wele ; 
Doune  (hall  the  caftill  evcrj  dele 
If  everiche  doe  his  entent. 
So  that  Venas  ybe  prefent, 
Vour  mothir,  full  of  ve(relaee. 
That  can  inough  of  foche  ulage ; 
Withoutin  her  maie  no  wight  fpede 
This  werke  neither  for  worde  ne  dede. 
Therefore  is  gode  ye  for  her  fendc, 
For  through  her  maie  this  woriie  amende* 


I^ordinget,  my  mothir  the  goddes. 
That  is  my  ladie  and  maiibes, 
Ne  is  nat  all  at  my  willine, 
Ne  doeth  nat  all  my  dcfirmg; 
Yet  can  (he  fometime  doen  labour 
Whan  that  her  luSkt  in  my  focour. 
As  my  nede  is  for  to  atcheve. 
But  now  I  thinke  her  lut  to  greve : .  * 
My  mothir  is  (he*,  and  of  childhede 
I  both  woHhip  her  and  eke  drede. 
For  who  that  dredeth  fire  ne  dame 
Shall  it  able  in  bodie*  or  name : 
And  nath^lelfe  yet  cmmi  we 
Sende  af  tir  her  if  nede  ybe. 
And  were  (he  nigh  (he  commin  wold  ; 
I  trowe  that  nothing  might  her  hold. 

My  mothir  is  of  grete  proweffe, 
She  hath  tane  many  a  iortrtffe       ^ 
That  coft  hath  many'  a  pound  er  this 
There  I  n'as  not  prefent  iwis. 
And  yet  men  faied  it  was  my  dede : 
But  I  come  nevir  in  that  ftede, 
Ne  me  ne  liketh,  fo  mote  I  the. 
That  foche  tours  ben  ytake  with  me  | 
For  why  ?  me  thinkith  that  in  no  wife 
It  maie  be  deped  but  Marchaundife^ 


Go  buie  f  courfir  blacke  or  white. 
And  paie  therefore,  than  art  thou  quite  l 
The  marchaunt  owith  the  right  nought 
Nc  thou  him  whan  thou  haft  it  bought* 
I  woU  not  felling  clepe  Yeving, 
For  felling  aiketh  no  guerdoning ; 
Here  lithe  no  thanke  ne  no  merite, 
T^at  one  goth  from  that  othre*  all  quite; 
But  this  foUilig  is  not  fcmblable ; 

For  whan  lis  horfe  is  in  the  fbble 
He  maie  it  fell  a^^ain  pardc. 
And  vHnncn  on  it,  foche  happe  maie  be, 
All  maie  the  manne  nat  lefe  iwis. 
For  at  the  left  the  flcinne  is  his ; 

Or  ellis,  if  itfo  betide 
Tliat  he  woll  kepe  his  horfe  to  ride. 
Yet  is  he  lorde  aie  of  his  horle ; 
But  thilki  chafare  is  well  worfe 
..There  VcnBs  entremetith  ought. 
For  vho  fo  foche  cha(rare  hath  bought 
He  (hall  not  worchin  fb  wifely 
That  he  ne  ftialLlcfi:  uttirly 
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Bothe  lus  monef  an4  his  chaflare ; 
But  the  feller  of  thilk^  i^fire 
The  prife  and  profite  haTUi  fliaU; 
Certaine  the  buicr  fliall  lefe  all. 
For  be  ne  cao  Co  dcfe  it  bnie 
To  have  lordfhip  and  full  iiiaiArie« 
Ne  bavin  powtr  to  make  letting 
Neither  for  yefte  nc  for  precbingy 
That  of  his  chalbDC  naugre  bit 
An  other  (ball  have  at  uMcbe  iwit. 
If  be  woll  yevQ  a*  jnodic  as  he. 
Of  what  eotttrcy  ib  that  be  be. 
Or  for  right  nought,  fo  happe  ymaie^ 
If  be  can  flattir  her  to'  her  paie. 

And  ben  than  focbe  mardbiatb  vrilt  f 
No,  but  folis  in  eveiy  wife : 
Whan  thei  buie  foche  thing  wilfnUy 
Theoi  thei  leie  ther  godc  folily  ; 
But  nathekde  this  tec  I  fiue. 
My  mothir  is  not  wont  to  paie,. 
For  (he*  is  neither  fo  toU  ac  nict 
To  entremete  bar  of  focbc  vice ; 
But  truiUth  well  b«  ibatt  paie  iXi 
Th^t  repente  of  bis  bargaine  (hall. 
Whan  Poverte*  pot  him  in  diftreflb^ 
All  were  he  icholir  to  Ricfaefic, 
That  is  for  me  in  grete  ycming 
Whan  (he  aflenteth  to  my  wilKag. 


But  by  my  mothir  SmwA  Vemt% 
And  by  her  £fthir  Saturans, 
That  her  engendrid  by  bis  Hfb, 
But  nat  upon  bis  weddid  wi£r. 
Yet  woll  I  more  ooto  yon  fwore. 
To  nuikin  this  thing  the  forere. 

Now  by  that  faitoe  and  that  beavte 
That  I  owe  to*  all  my  brethrin  fre. 
Of  whiche  th«r  n'it  wight  undir  hevca 
That  cant  her  fiuUr's  namis  aevcs, 
So  divcrsxand  many  there  be 
That  with  my  mothre*  have  be  prive. 
Yet  woll  1  fwere  for  fibimefie 
The  pole  of  belle  to  my  witad£e. 
Now  drink  I  not  this  yere  clarre 
If  that  I  litf  or  foifwome  be. 
For  of  the  goddes  the  nfage  is. 
That  who  fo  him  forfwerith  amis 
Shall  that  yere  driakin  no  clarre. 

Now  iukve  I  fwoine  inough  paidef 
If  I  forfwere  than  am  1  kdme; 
But  1  woll  navir  be  foiiWome, 
Sithe  Richelfe  hath  me  bilid  here 
She  (hall  abie  that  trefpas  dere 
At  left^  waie  but  I  her  barme 
With  (Wcrde,  or  fparth,  or  with  gifarme. 

For  certis  fithe  (he  lovctb  not  me. 
Fro  thilka  tin»e  that  (be  oiaie  fe 
The  calUll  and  the  toore  to  (bake. 
In  forie  time  (he  (ball  awake ; 
If  I  male  gripe  a  rich^  man 
I  (hall  fo  pulle  kim  if  I  can, 
That  he  (hall  in  a  few  ftoundit 
t.e(e  all  hit  market  aod  bit  F^Qiidli. 


1  (hall  him  make  his  pens  out  flings 
But  that  thei  in  bis  gamir  fpring ; 
Our  maidins  (ball  eke  plticke  him  lb 
That  him  (hall  nedin  Cttkirs  mo. 
And  make  him  fell  bia.  loads  to  ^pendt 
But  be  the  betooaae  him  dcicnde. 


Pore  men  ban  made  tber  lorde  of  me  ; 
Although  tbd  nat  fo  msgbtio  be 
.  That  thd  mait  £esde  me  in  delite 
I  woll  not  have  *hem  in  difpste : 
No  gode  Wn  hateth  *hem  aa  I  geSe, 
For  chinche  andielonn  b  Rtcbeffc, 
That  fo  can  chafe  licm  and  def^nfe. 
And  *hem  defo^  im  iinidrie  wile : 
Thei  loven  full  bette,  U  Ood  me  fpede» 
Than  doith  the  ricbc  cbincby  girde. 
And  ben  (in  eode  faith)  more  ftabk. 
And  truir  ana  more  firrviiUe, 
Ancl  therefore  it  fufifitk  nao 
Tber  gode  bcrtis  and  ther  bcaate  t 
Thei  ban  on  me  fittall  their  tbovght. 
And  therefore  I  foryete  "hem  aoaght*  ^ 

I  woll  'hem  brii^  in  grete  aobleffcy 
If  that  I  were  god  of  Rickeft, ' 
As  I  am  god  of  Love  Ibtkely, 
Soche  ruUie  upon  ther  pkint  hmtt  I ; 
Therefore  I  muft  bis  fuccoor  be 
That  painitb  bim  to  fertin  ma. 
For  if  he  deied  for  Iotc  of  dus 
Than  femith  in  ma  no  love  there  ia^ 

Sir,  faicd  thei,  fothe  k  every  dek 
That  yc  reherce,  and  we  wote  wele 
Thilke  othe  to  bolde  is  refoubk. 
For  it  is  gode  and  cownable 
\  That  ye  on  riche  men  ban  yfworae  ; 
For,  Sir,  this  wote  we  wvU  bcfbme. 
If  riche  mcQ  doin  yon  homage 
That  is  as  foUs  doen  onthige ; 
But  ye  (hull  not  forfwome  ybe, 
Ne  let  th^cfore  to  drinke  clarric. 
Or  piment  makid  freibc  and  newe : 
Lames  (hull  *hem  (bche  pcpir  brewe 
If  that  thei  fall  into  their  laos 
That  thei  for  wo  mowe  &iiie  Afai ! 
Ladies  (hullen  ere  fo  corteis  be 
That  thei  (ball  quite  your  othe  aB  fire; 
Nc  feketh  nrvit  otbir  vicake. 
For  thei  (hall  fpcke  with  *bem  fo  (aire 
That  ye  (hall  Kolde  you  paitd  fnU  wefe, 
Though^ye  you  medic  nete  a  dele. 
Let  liidies  worchin  with  tber  th»ngca» 
Thei  (hall  *hem  tell  ib  felc  tidfaiges. 
And  nioTc  fo  many  reqtte(Us, 
By  flattcrie,  that  not  honeft  if. 
And  thereto  yeire  *hem  Ibcfa^  tbaaUages, 
What  with  killing  and  with  talkinges. 
That  certis  if  thei  trowid  be 
Shall  nevir  leve  *hem  londe  ne  fe 
That  it  n*ill  as  the  moeblc  &re. 
Of  whiche  thei  firft  delivertd  arc 
Now  ma-e  ypu  tell  us  all  your  wiU^ 
And  we  your  bcftta  ikalUulfiiL 


TH£    llOMXUNt 
^t  r  ati*^  Semblant  dare  cot  for  dredc  • 

Of  70U,  Sir,  mcdle*  him  pf  thi<  d^de,  / 

For  he  faith  that  fe  bpi^Kis  fo,  , 

flcn'ot  if  ytLWoUwordic  him  ^o  ; 
Wherefore  we  pmlc  you  all.  beau  Sire,* 
That  ye  foryevc  him  now  your  }re, 
And  that  he  maie  dwell  a*  your  man 
With  abftlncoce  his  derc  lemman  : 
Thii  our  accorde  and  our  will  now. 

Parfei,iaied  J-oyc,  rgraijnt  it  yco 
1  woU  well  holde  lilip  for  my  man ; 
Now  let  him  coiiie  i  and  he  forthe  ran. 

Falfe  ScmbUnt,  (qaod  l.ove)  in  this  wife 
I  take  the  here  tu  mv  (ervice, 
That  thou  our  frendls  liclpe  aNiraie, 
And  hindre  '*hem  nqither  night  ne  daiej 
But  doe  thy  might  *hcm  to  rclevc, 
And  el^  otir  cir  mies  that  thou  greve  ; 
Thine  be.  this  might;  I  graunt  it  the ; 
My  king  of  Hatlotes  ihalt  thou  be  :  i 

We  woU  that  thou  ha^c  fochc  honour  t 
Ceitain  thou  art  a  falfc  traitoiir, 
And  elce  a  thief;  lithe  thou  were  borne 
A  tbooiande  times  thou  art  forfwome : 
But  natheleife  In  our  herine,. 
To  put  our  folke  out  #1  doubtm^, 
I  bidde  the  teche  *hem,  woft  thou  how  \ 
By  Ibme  geherlll  fign^  now. 
In  what  place  thou  fhailt  foundlo  be 
If  that  men  had  miflir  of  the/ 
And  how  men  (hall  the  bell  efpie. 
For  the  to  kno^e  is  grete  maiAce : 
Tell  in  what  place  it  thine  haunting* 

Sir,  I  hate  fully  divers  wonning 
That  I  kepc  not  reherild  be. 
So  that  yc  would  refpitjn  me, 
F^  if  that  1  tell  you  the  fothe      .      , 
I  maie  have  harme  and  fliamd  bothe  ? 
if  that  my  felalres  wifthi  It 
My  talis  fhoutdin  me  be  ^uit. 
Fin*  certwe  thci  would  hlt^  me 
If  er  I  knewe  thcr  cruelte, 
For  thel  would  ore  all  hold  'hem  ftlll 
Of  trothe  that  is  again  ilier  will : 
Soche  talis  kepin  the!  not  here ; 
t  might  eftfpne  buie  it  full  dere 
If  I  fiued  of  'hem  any  thing 
That  diiplefith  to  ihtt  hcring. 
For  what  wdrd  that  'hem  pricketh  or  bitefh 
In  that  worde  non  of  'hem  dcliteth, 
AU  #ere  it  gofpell  the'  Evapgile, 
That  would  reprove  "hem  of  iher  gilcj 
For  thei  are  cniill  a^d  baUtain ; 
And  this  thing  wote  I  wcUcertaini 
If  f  tpeke  ought  to  pajre  or  loo^ 
Your  courtc  mall  not  fo  i^ell  be  cloo^ 
That  thcj  ne  (hall  virite  it  at  laft  : 
Of  gode  men  am  I  nought  agaft, 
For  th«l  woU  taken  on  'hctft  nothing 
Whan  that  thei  knowe  all  my  mening. 
But  he  that  woU  it  on  him  take 
He  woU  bimfelf  fufpecious  make 
That  he  his  life  let  covirtl^ 
hi  Oile  and  in  Tpocriiic^ 


OF    THE    tlOSE. 

That  me'  engendiid  and  yaie  fol^rlng/ 

Thei  ma V* :  a  full  gode  engendring, 
(Quod  Love)  for  who  fo  (bthly  tcU 
Thei  engendrid  the  divell  of  hell. 

But  nedely,  howfocrc  it  be, 
(QnodXove)  I  will  and  chargd  the 
To  tell  anon  thy  wonniug  placis 
Hering  echc  wi^ht  that  in  this  place  ia, 
Alid  what  life  thou  livift  alfo. 
Hide  it  no  Icngir  now ;  Ivhcrto  ? 
Thou  mull  difcovre*  all  thy  worching. 
How.  thou  fervid,  and  of  what  thing. 
Though  that  th<^i  fheuldcfl  for  thy  loth-faw' 
Ben  all  to-betin  and  to^drawe. 
And  yet  art  thou  not  wont  parde  ; 
But  natheleife  thoygh  thou  bet  in  be 
Thou  (halt  not  be  the  firft  that  fo 
Kath  (or  fothfawe  yfuffirid  wo. 

^\Xy  dthe  that  it  maie  likin  you« 
Though  that  I  fhojild  be  flain  right  now, 
I  Ihall  docn  your  pommaundcmcnt. 
For  thereto  have  I  grete  talent. 

Withotttin  wordis  mo,  right  than 
Falfe  Semblant  his  fermon  began. 
And  (aied  'hem  thi(s  in  audience  : 

Barons,  take  hede  of  my  fcntence. 
That  wight  that  lift  to  have  knowing 
Of  Falfe  Semblant,  full  of  flatt'ring. 
He  muft  in  worldly  folkc  bxm  fekc^       ' 
And  certis  in  the  cloiilits  eke ; 
\  won  no  where  bdt  in  Ticm  twaie^ 
But  not  like  evih|  fothe  to  faie : 
Short!/,  I  woU  hcrberowe  me 
There  I  hope  beft  to  hiilftrid  be ; 
And  certainly  (ilercft  hiding 
Is  undirneth  hutftbliil  clothmg. 

Religions  folkc  ben  full  covcr^ 
Seepler  folke  ben  mote  appert ; 
But  nath<}iefle|I  woU  not  Mame 
Religious  folke^  ne  ^m  diifamtf , 
In  what  habile  that  er  thei  go ; 
Religion  hnitible^  and  true  alfo 
Wolf  I  not  blaitnd  ne  4ifpifc» 
But  I  n'ill  k>Ye  it  in  no  wif«:; 
I  mcne  of  falfe  religious^ 
That  iiout  ben  and  malrciousy 
That  wotiin  in  an  habite  go 
And  ftttiti  not  chet  bene  thereto. 


RjellgioQt  folke  ben  all  jfxXtixa^ 
Thou  (halt  not  fene  one  difpitoul ; 
Thci  lovin  no  pride  ne  no  llrife, 
But  humbly  thei  wqII  l^dc  thcr  life^ 
With  whicne  folke  woU  1  ncvir  be, 
And  if  I  dwell  I  (kine  mc 
I  maie  well  their  habite  go; 
But  me  were  lever  my  neckc  a  two 
Then  let  a  purpc^e  that  I  take, 
What  cov^navnt  that  er  I  make. 

I  dwell  whh  'hem  that  Droude  ybe, 
And  (uU  of  wiles  und  fnbtilte, 
That  worihip  of  this  worlde  covci^es^ 
And  grco^  ncde  cenaio  explciteo, 
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And  gon  and  eadrin  gteie  piuuncet ^ . 
And  porchafe  Miem  tl^  aoqueiuunces 
^f  men  that  mightie  life  maie  leden, 
Ar>d  faine  'ban  pore,  and  Hiem  felf  feden 
With  gode  morcUi  dclidout, 
Anddttnkin  gode  wine  precions, 
And  preche  oa  poTert  and  diilrefTe^ 
And  fiihin  *&em  felf  grete  richefle 
With  wily  nettii  chat  thci  caft  : 
It  woll  come  ft>ule  out  at  the  laft. 

T hei  ben  fro  dene  rdigion  wtnt ; 
Thd  make  the  #orlde  an  argument 
That  6ath  a  fooT  codtloiion  i 
l  have  a  robe  of  religion^* 
Than  am  1  all  religious  r 
This  argument  it  all  roienont  $ 
It  is  not  worth  a-  crokid  brere : 
Habite  ne  makith  monke  ne  fircre. 
But  dene  life  and  devocion 
Makith  ^ode  men  of  religion* 

Nath^lefle  there  can  none  anfwere. 
How  high  that  er  his  hedde  he  (here 
^ith  rafour  i^hettid  nere  fo  kene. 
That  gile  in  brattnchis  cvtte  thurtene^ 
There  can  no  wight  diftind  it  fo 
That  he  dare  faie  a  #ord  tBerto» 

But  what'IierbVow  that  ere  I  t^ke^ 
Or  what  femblaunt  that  er  I  make, 
1  mene  but  gil^,  and  folowe  that, 
Por  right  no  more  than  Oibbe  owr  cat 
(That  awaiteth  mice  and  rattes  to  kiUen) 
Ne  entende  I  but  to  begtien  i 
Ke  no  wteht  maie  by  my  clothing 
Wete  with  whaC  folke  is  my  dweUiag^ 
Ne  by  my  wordis  yet  parde^ 
So  foft  and  fo  plefannt  thei  Be* 
Beholde  the  dedisthat  t  do«, 
But  thou  be  blinde  thou  oaghti(t  to^ 
For  variie  ther  wordes  fro  ther  dede 
Thei  thinks  ongilc  withoutin  dredc, 
What  manir  doUiing  that  thei  were» 
Orwhat  eftate  that  ere  thei  here, 
l^id  or  leode,  lorde  or  )adie» 
Knight»  fqmier,  burgds,  or  bailie. 

Right  thus  while  Falfe  Scmbiant  fermoaetk 
Eft  fonis  JLove  him  arcfoneth. 
And  brake  his  tale  in  his  fpeklng 
As  though  he  had  him  tolde  Icfing, 
And  faid.  What  devill  is  that  I  here  f 
"  What  folke  haft  thou  us  ncmpnid  here  ? 
Maie  men  findin  rMJgioun 
In  worldly  habitacioun  f  * 

Ye^  Sir,  it  foloweth  nat  that  thei 
dhou)d  lede  a  wickid  life  parfei, 
Ne  not  therefore  ther  foulis  tefe  . 
That  'hem  to  worldly  dothis  cheft. 
For  certisit  wen  grrtc  pite; 
'Men  maie  in  feoilcr  clothes  ib   ' 
Flori(bin  holy  rdigioun 
Ful  many*  a  faind^  in  fclde  and  tmin. 
With  many*  a  virginc  glorious, 
Devoute  and  full  religious, 
Han  died  that  commtn  clothe  aie  beren. 
Yet  faindis  nertheleiTc  thei  wercn  i 


I  conld  redun jr<m  maor  t 
Ye,  welnigh  all  thcfe  holy  v 


tteii, 
^  women 
That  meiTin  chorchis  herrjr'  and  Ukc, 
BUhe  maidintand  thefe  wivb  eke. 
That  bare  ful  nuny'  a  faire  diifcle  hcre» 
Werid  alway  do^  fcculere. 
And  in  the  £une  clothes  didin  ihef 
That  faintts  weren  and  ben  alway. 

The  iz  thooiandc  mmidinis  dere. 
That  beren  in  hcven  ther  dergis  clertf. 
Of  whiche  men  rede  in  chnrche  and  fing. 
Were  take  in  fecnler  clothing. 
Whan  thd  lecevid  martirdome. 
And  wonnin  heven  nnto  ther  home. 
Code  hert  ymakith  the  gode  thought. 
The  clothing  yereth  ne  rertth  nonght : 
The  gode  thought  and  the  gode  worchtof 
That  maketh  the  religion  flouring  i 
There  lieth  the  gode  religiotm 
Aftir  the  righte  entendoun. 

Who  fo  ytoke  a  wethirli  icinne. 
And  yrrapped  a  gredy  woulfie  therinii» 
For  he  (hould  go  widi  lambit  white, 
Wenift  thou  not  he  would  liem  bite  f 
Yes;  nerthelefle  as  he  were  wode 
He  would  'hem  wirry',  and  driake  the  bMe 
And  wel  the  rathir  'hem  difcere. 
For  iithin  thei  coude  nat  pcrccve 
His  tregette  and  his  cruilte 
Thd  would  him  folow  tho  be  file. 


If  there  be  woItIs  of  fuchc  kewc 

Amongis  thefe  apoftOs  ncwe, 

Thou,  holy  churche,  thou  maifie  be  waHtd; 

Sithe  that  thy  dte  is  aifailed  ^ 

Through  knightis  of  thine  owni  taUc 

God  wot  thy  lordfiiip  b  doutable  : 

If  thd  enfordn  it  to  win 

That  ihould  defend  it  fro  within 

Who  might  defence  ayenft  'hem  make  ? 

Withoutin  ftroke  it  mote  be  take 

Of  trepeget  or  mangonell. 

Without  difpUying  of  penfeU ; 

And  if  God  n'il  d^e  it  focour. 

But  let  remain  in  this  colour. 

Thou  muft  thy  heftis  lettin  be ; 

Than  is  there  nought  but  yddd  the. 

Or  yere  'hem  tribute  doutuefs. 

And  holde  it  of  'hem  to  hare  peet : 

But  gretir  harme  betidith  the 

That  thei  all  maifUr  of  it  be : 

Wel  con  thei  fcomin  the  withal]. 

By  day  yftulBn  thd  the  wall. 

And  ad  the  night  thd  minin  there  ; 

Nay,  thou  plantin  muft  ellis  where 

Thine  impis  if  thou  wok  frutehave; 

Abide  not  there  thyfelf  to  iave. 


But  now  pece ;  here  I  tume  againe ; 
1  wol  no  more  of  this  thipg  fame, 
Yf  I  may  paffin  me  hereby. 
For  I  might  nia^un  you  wcry  i 
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Bat  I  wol  hetin  you  ahray 

To  helpc  your  (rendit  what  I  may,  , 

So  thei  woUm  my  compiny. 

For  tbd  be  (hent  all  mcirly ; 

Butifib£dlin  chat  I  be 

Ofitio  with  *hcm  and  thd  with  me, 

And  eke  my  lemmao  mott  thei  krrtf 

Or  thei  Ihul  not  thy  lore  dcfenre 

Fodbch  I  am  a  falDe  traitour ; 

God  judged  ne  for  a  thefe  trechonr : 

Fbriworoe  I  am,  but  wel  nigh  none 

Woce  of  my  gile  til  it  be  done, 

Thrpagh  me  hath  many*  one  deth  rece^ 
That  itfy  treget  ner  aperceved. 
And  yet  reccf  eth,  anid  ihal  recere,  > 
That  my  falinefle  ihal  nere  perceve  ; 
Bat  who  fo  doth,  if  he  wife  be, 
Hiat  i>  riglit  gode  beware  of  me; 
fiat  feftigfae  is  the  perceiving. 
That  al  to  late  conuih  knowing. 
For  Protent ,  that  coade  him  chaunge, 
lo  every  (bappe  homely  and  ftrauige^ 
Coode  nevir  foche  gile  ne  treibune 
As  1,  for  I  come  nere  in  tomie 
There  as  I  might  yknowin  be 
Though  men  mc  both  might  here  and  fee  ; 
Ful  irel  I  can  nay  dothis  chaunge. 
Take  one  and  nniakean  othir  (Lraunge  ; 
Kow  am  1  knigJit,  now  chaftclaine, 
Kow  prelate,  and  nowe  chapelaine. 
Now  prieft,  now  derke,  and  now  foftere, 
Now  am  I  maiftir,  now  icholere. 
Now  monke,  now  chanon,  now  baily ; 
Whatevir  miiUr  manneafti  L 

Now  am  I  prince,  now  am  I  page. 
And  can  by  hcrt  eVry  language ; 
Somdmis  am  I  bore  smd  olde. 
Now  I  am  yong,  and  (lout,  and  bolde. 
Now  am  I  Robert,  now  Robin, 
Now  Frere  Minor,  now  Jacobin : 
And  with  me  foloweth  my  loteby 
To  done  me  folace  and  comp'any. 
That  hight  Dame  Abiiinence,  and  raigne^ 
Id  many  a  qneint  arraie  fained ; 
Right  as  it  commeth  to  her  .liking 
I  folfiU  aU  her  deliring. 

Somtime  a  woman's  clothe  take  I, 
Now  am  1  a  maide,  now  lady : 

Somtime  I  am  religious. 
Now  like  an  ankir  in  an  hous : 

Somtime  am  I  apriotefle. 
And  now  a  nonne,  and  now  abbefle. 
And  go  thorough  all  regiounes 
Y(cking  all  relsgiounes. 

But  to  what  ordir  that  I*  an^  fwornc 
1  take  the  ftrawe  and  bete  the  come  ( 
To  jolie  foUce  I  enhabite 
i  aike  no  more  bnt  ther  habit^. 

What  wol  ye  more  ?  in  every  wifc 
Right  as  me  Ijfl  I  me  difgife. 

Wei  can  I  here  mc  undir  wede. 
Unlike  is  my  virorde  to  my  dedc. 
Thos  make  I  into  my  trappcs  fall 
'Hie  £o]kc  thfODgh  my  pri?*ile|is  all 
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That  ben  in  Chriftendome  a  live. 
I  may  aflbik  and  I  may  fhrive. 
That  no  prelate  may  Uttin  me. 
All  folke  where  evir  thei  found  be  c 
I  n*ot  no  prelau  male  don  fo 
But  it  the  Pope  be,  and  no  roo. 
That  madin  thilke  eftabliAiinng : 
Now  i«  not  this  a  propre  thing  f 
But  were  by  ilightis  aperceved 
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As  I  vras  wont,  and  woft  thon  why  i 
For  I  did  *hem  a  tregctry ; 
But  therof  yeve  I*  a  Ihil  tale, 
1  have  the  iUvir  and  the  male. 
So  have  I  prechid  and  ake  Ihritett, 
So  have  I  take,,  fo  have  I  yeven. 
Through  ther  foly  holbonde  and  wifc$ 
That  I  lede  right  a  joly  life : 
Through  fimpTefle  of  the  prelacie 
Theil^ow  not  all  my  tregettrie. 


But  for  as  moche  at  bub  and  wife 
Shnld  ihew  ther  parifh  prieft  ther  lifis 
Onis  a  f«re,  as  faith  the  boke, 
£r  any  wight  his  houfil  toke. 
Then  hiVe  I  privilegis  large 
That  male  of  mochu  thing  difcharge. 
For  he  may  fay  right  thus  sarde : 
Sir  Prieft,  in  (hrift  I  tel  it  the. 
That  he  to  whom  that  I  am  ihrlvco 
Hath  ma  afiCoilid,  and  me  yeven 
Penaunce  fothly  for  alle  my  fin 
Whiche  that  I  founde  me  giltie  in  ( 
Ne  I  ne*  have  nevir  enuncion 
To  make  double  confeffion, 
Ne  reherce  efte  my  ihrift  to  the ; 

0  (hrifte  is  right  enough  to  me; 
This  ought  the  to  fuffiiin  wele, 
Ne  be  not  rebel!  nere  a  dele. 

For  certis  though  thou  haddcft  it  fwora^ 

1  wote  no  prieft  ne  prelate  borne 
That  male  to  fltrift  eft  lyie  conftraine. 
And  if  thei  done  I  wol  me  plaine. 
For  I  wote  whene  to  phunin  wele ; 
l1iou  (halt  not  ftreinin  me  a  dele, 
Ne  enforce  me  ne  not  me  trouble 
To  makin  my  confeflton  double : 

Ne  I  have  none  affedion 
To*  have  double  abfolucion ; 
The  firft'is  right  inough  to  me; 
This  lettivc*  ;^oiling  quite  I  the  ; 
I  am  unboundc ;  what  maift  thounde 
More  of  ray  finnes  me  to  unbindc. 
For  he  thjit  might  hath  in  his  honde 
Of  all  my  linnis  me  unbounde  ? 
And  if  thou  wolt  me  thus  conftraine. 
That  me  mote  nedis  on  the  plaine, 
There  (hall  no  juge  imperial], 
Nc  bilhop  ne  official!. 
Done  judgement  on  me,  for  I 
Sbal  gone  and  ^(uinc  me  opinly 
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Adoo  to  my  fliriftfathit  newt, 

Whiche  that  hight  Frert  Wolfe  umrtwe. 

And  he  flul  chufin  him  for  me, 

Fof  I  trowe  h^^can  hunpir  the ; 

^t  Lord  j  he  would  be  wrothe  wUhtH 

Yf  men  would  him  Frere  WoUb '}  call, 

For  he  would  hate  iio  pad^lice, 

But  done  all  cmlU  ^ogicnce  ; 

He  would  his  might  done  M.  tht  left, 

Thah  nothing  fpare  for  Godd'is  heil : 

And  God  fo  wifehe  myforour 

But  thou  yeve  me  my  Sartour  ^ 

At  £(Ur,  whan  it  likith  me, 

Withoutin  prefing  more  on  th^i 

1  wol/orth  and  to  him  ygbne,* 

And  he  ihal  houiil  me  anosfc. 

For  I  am  out  of  thy  grutdiitts ; 

I  kcpe  not  dele  with  the  nolmng. 

Thut  may  hcftrite  htm  that  mrfalietfi 
Hit  parilh  pried  and  tb  me  takcth^         *' 
And  if  the  prieft  wol  him  refulb ' 
I  am  full  redy  him  ta*  aeculb. 
And  him  punilh  and  hampir  fo 
That  he  his  churehe  ihal  forgo. 

But  who  fo  hath  in  his  feShg 
The  oenfequenceof  fucha  fluivbig 
Shaliene  that  pried  maie  nere  hjlve  migh( 
To  know  the  confcience  aright  ..   ' 

Of  him  that  is  undir  }A»  cure ; 
And  this  is  ayead  holy'  fcripture, 
That  biddith  every  herdc  honcft 
Have  very  knowing  of  hir  beft ; 
But  povir  folke^thatgon  byftret*. 
That  have  no  golde  de  fummis  grete. 
Them  would  I  let  to  ther  prelates     * 
Or  let  ther  prielUs  know  ther  dates, 
For  to  me  right  noiteht  yevin  thei, 
And  why  it  48,  for  th^i  ne  may. 

Thei  ben  fo  btr^.I  Ukc  no  kepe. 
But  I  woll  havin  the  fat  fliepe ; 
L,tt  parifh  priedis  have  t))c  lene ; 
I  ycvc  not  of  ther  harme  a  bene  t 
A>J  if  that  prelatis  frrtttche  it, 
That  oughcin  wroth  be  in  ther  wit 
To  Icfin  ther  fat  bedis  fry, 
1  (hal  yeve  'hero  a  droke  or  two, 
So  that  thei  ihal  lefin  ilrithftjrcc 
Ye,  both  ther  nritte  and  ther  crt)cc. 

Thus  jape  1'  hem,  and  have  do  loDge, 
My  privilegis  ben  fo  drong. 

Falfe  SemblaL*t  would  h^ve  dintid  here, 
But  Love  ne  made  him  no  fuche  cheit| 
That  he  was  wery  of  hislawe. 
But  for  to  make  him  glad  and  £awe 
He  faid,Tell  on  more  i^ctaliy 
How  that  thou  fervid  untruly : 

Tel  forth,  and  fliame  the  nere  a  dele| 
fbr  af  thioe  habit  fhewtth  wele,  -  « 
^'hon  ferved  an  iioitf  heretnitcr 

Sothe  is  but  I*  mm  but  an  ipocrite. 
Thou  goad  and  prechid  poverte. 

Te,  Sir,  but  Richefie  hiuh  pod^, 
'fhojx  prechid  abdinencritUb. 
i  5i«,  I  woU  fillen,  (6  mote  I  go, 

■    i     ■    • 
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My  paunche  of  gode  mete  itt4  fffdB  % 
A\&ould  a  maidir  of  ditiife,  ' 
For  how  that  I  mc  povif  ddae 
Yet  al  povir  folke  I  dUdfeiAt. 


1  love  bettir  the  acqneintautice 
Ten  timis  of  the  King  of  nraunee 
Than  of  a  pore  nian  of  mlMe  Itiod^ 
Though  that  his  fouk  be  ah  fd  gode^ 
For  whan  I  le  beggirt  ^ta^ng, 
^akid  on  mizinrall  dhlkittg, 
For  hungre  crie  and  eke  fbr  cafe, 
I  entrement  not  of  ther  fare  t      ' 
Thei  ben  to  pore  and  ful  df  pine, 
Thei  mi^t  *ot  ones 'yeve  me  a  dine. 
For  thei  have  nothing  but  thdr  life  i 

It  is  but  foly  tp'  enoremeite 

To  feke  in  hounde'is  ned  fat  mete : 

Let  here  hi^  tb  the  little*  fetmnc. 

But  for  me  comfort  get' thei  none : 

But  a  full  riche  ficke  ikdircre 

Would  I  vifitin  and  drawe  nete ; 

Him  v?ould  I  comforte  and  rdiete. 

For  I  hope  of  his  golde  to  gete ; 

And  if  that  vndddl)eth  him  hM, 

I  woll  go  With  hxm  in  his  grate  : 

And  if  there  any  lYprovt  me 

Why  that  I  let  the  po^  be, 

Wod  thou  how  I  know  how  to*  afbtpe  \ 

I  fay  and  fwcfin  him  ful)  rape 

That  richdmen  hati  more  tetcfats 

Of  finae  than  han  thefo  pdre  wretdiis. 

And  han  of  cowUkife  more  miflere. 

And  therfore.  I  would  drawe  *hem  nere  % 

But  as  gret  hurt,  it  maie  fo  be. 

Hath  foulcin  rieht  grcte  poveite. 

As  foule  in  grete  richeflfe  forfothe, 

Al  be  it  that  thei  hurtin  bothe, 

For  richefle  and  mendidtees     • 

Bene  depid  two  extremitees. 

The  mcne  is  depid  Suffifaunce, 

There  lieth  of  vertue  the*  aboundanocey 

For  SalomoA,  ffil  wd  Jt  wote,' 
In  his  wife  Parablis  us  wrote. 
As  it  is  knowen  of  ma|^*  a  wight. 
In  his  thirtieth  chapitiHight, 
God  thou  me  kepe  for  thy  podd 
Fro  richefle  and  mendictte. 
For  if  a  richd  man  him  drellb 
To  thinkin>to  moche  on  richefle 
His  hert  on  that  fo  fierre  is  fette 
That  he*  his  Creatour  doth  fbrycttt. 
And  him  that  beggith  woll  aie  greve  \ 
How  Ihould  I  by  lus  worde  him  levc  • 
Unneth  that  he  n*is  a  micher 
Forfwome,  or  els  Godd'is  Uer  ? 
ThQt>fayith  Salom9n*is  iawes. 

Ne  we  find  writtin  in  no  lawes^ 
And  namely  in  our  Chndin  laie, . 
Who  fo  faith  ye  I  dare  fay  naie, 
That  Chrid  ne  his  apodih  dere 
While  that  tfad  waUdd  ia  erth  faert| 
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Wtre  nevir  kite  hahnd  begging, 
Por  they  n'olde  beggtn  for  nodung. 

And  right  thus  were  men  worn  to  teche* 
Aod  in  this  wife  wonldin  it  preche 
The  maiftirs  of  divinke 
&«itimc  in  Paris  the  cite. 
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And  if  men  would  there  gaine  s4>pofe 
The  nakid  texte  and  let  the  glofe» 
It  mightin  fone  aflbilid  be. 
For  men  nuqr  wel  the  fothe  jie. 
That  pardie  thci  might  aike  a  thing 
Plaisiy  forth  withoutin  begging. 
For  they  wereo  -Godd'is  h^dis  dcre. 
And  core  of  foulis  haddin  here, 
Thei  ne  wolde  nothing  begge  ther  fode, 
Foraftir  Chrift  was  dope  on  rode 
With  ther  propir  hondis  thei  wrought. 
And  with  traveile,  and  ellis  nought, 
Thei  wonnin  al  their  foftinannce. 
And  lividin  forth  in  ther  penannce. 
And  the  reminaimt  yaf  awaie 
Toochir  pore  folkis  alwaie. 

Thd  neithir  bildin  toure  ne  haU, 
Bot  thei  in  houils  (inal  with  alle. 

Amighty  man,  chat  can  and  mak, 
Shoold  with  his  bonde  and  body*  alwaie^ 
Whme  him  his  fode  in  labouring, 
Tf  he  ne*  hare  rent  or  fnche  a  thing: 
Although  he  be  religious,. 
And  Goid  to  fiorrtn  curious, 
Thos  mote  he  done  or  do  trefpas, 
Bot  if  it  be  in  certaine  caas. 
That  I  can  telle  if  mlftir  be 
Right  wel  whan  that  the  time  t  fe. 

•  Seke  the  boke  of  Sain^e  Auguftine, 
Be  it  in  papir  or  perchemene. 
There  as  he  wrltte  of  thefe  worchinges^ 
Thou  fhalt  (ene  that  none  ezcufinges 
A  perfite  man  ne  ihould  yieke 
By  wordts  ne  by  dcdb  elue^ 
Although  he  be  religious 
And  God  to  ierTin  curious. 
That  he  ne  ihal  fo  mote  I  go, 
With  propir  hondes  and  body*  alio 
Yget  his  fode  in  laboring, 
Yf  he  ne*  have  properte  of  thing, 
Tet ihouid  held  all  his  fubfbnnce, 
f  Andwith  his  fwittke  have  fuftioaunce. 
If  he  be  parfite  ia  bounte ; 
Thus  ban  the  bolus  tolda  me  : 
For  he  that  wol  gone  idilly. 
And  ufith  it  aie  beiily 
To  hanntin  othir  menn*is  table. 
He  b  a  trechour  full  of  fable, 
Ne  he  ne  male  by  gode  reibn 
£icufe  hun  by  hvi  orifon. 
For  men  beho'vith  in  Come  gife 
Ben  fomtime  out  of  God*s  lerriie. 
To  gon  and  purchafin  ther  nedc. 

Men  mote  etin,  that  is  no  drede, 
And  dene,  and  eke  do  othir  thing, 
A^dfo  MDg  may  thd4eve  prayi^. 


So  may  they  eke  ther  jiraiere  bHime 
While  that  thei  werke  ther  mete  to  winner 
Seint  Auftin  wol  therto  accorde 
In  thilke  boke  that  I  recorde. 

Juftinian  eke,  that  made  lawea. 
Hath  thus  forbodin  by  olde  iawes. 

No  man,  i^  paine  for  to  be  ded. 
Mighty*  of  body,  to  begge  his  bred 
Yf  he  may  fwinke  it  for  to  gete ; 
J^en  (ho\ild  him  rathir  maime  or  bete. 
Or  done  of  him  aperte  iufUce, 
Than  fuffria  him  in  fuche  malice. 

Thei  done  not  wel,  fo  mote  I  go^ 
Whiche  that  takin  fuche  almeifeib. 
But  if  thei  have  ibme  privilege 
That  of  the  paine  *hem  woU  alege. 

But  how  that  is  can]  not  ie 
But  if  the  prince  difceyid.  be ; 
Ne  I  ne  wene  not  fikirly 
That  thei  maie  have  it  rightfully* 

But  yet  I  wol  not  determine 
Of  princis  powir  ne  define, 
Ne  by  my  worde  compre*hende  iwi^ 
Yf  it  fo  ferre  may  ftretche  in  this ; 
I  wol  nat  entremete  a  dele 
But  I  trowe  that  the  boke  iaith  wek^ 
Who  that  taketh  almeflls  that  be 
Dewe  to  folke  that  men  may  yfe  ^ 

Lame  and  fefale,  wery  and  bare, 
Povtr,  or  in  Inche  manir  cart. 
That  con  winnin  *hem  nevir  mo. 
For  thei  ha^  no  power  therto. 
He  etith  bis  own3  dampning. 
But  if  he  lie  that  nvide  al  thing; 
And  if  ye  fuche  a  truannt  finde, 
ChaiUfe  him  wel  if  ye  be  kinde; 
But  thei  would  hatin  you  parcaaa 
Ifthatyefiliinin  therlaas.        ^ 

Thei  would  eftfonis  do  you  fcatht,  . 
If  that  thei  mightin,  late  or  rathe. 
For  thei  be  not  fal  padent 
That  ban  the  worlde  thasfouleyblen^ 
And  wetith  wel  that  God  ybad 
The  gode  man  lell  4^hat  he  had 
And  folowe*  him,  and  to  pore  it  ycve': 
He  would  not  therfore  that  he  live 
To  fervin  him  in  meadience. 
For  it  was  nevir  his  fentence. 
But  he  bad  werke  whan  that  nede  if. 
And  folowe  him  in  gode  dedis. 

Saint  Poule,  that  loted  al  holy  church. 
He  bade  th*  apoiUla  for  to  wurch. 
And  winoe  th^  Uvelode  in  that  wiie. 
And  *hem  defendid.  truandife. 
And  iayid,  Werkith  with  your  hondent 
Thus  ihould  the  thing  be  undtrftonden. 

He  n*olde  iwis  have  bid  *hem  be^^g^ 
Ne.fcUin  gofpell  ne  prechiag. 
Left  thei  benfte  with  ther  arcing 
Folke  of  ther  cattle  or  of  ther  thing. 

For  in  this  world  is  many*  a  man 
That  yeveth  his  gode,  for  he  ne  caQ 
Werne  it  for  (hame,  or  ellis  he 
Would  of  the*  aikir  delivered  be, 
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And  for  he  him  encomhrith  fo 
He  yc^eth  h  jn  g»de  to  let  him  go  t 
Sut  it  caji  him  nothing  profitc ;. 
Thei  lefe  the  yefte  and  the  merite. 

The  gode  folke  that  St.  Poule  to  preched 
Profrid  him  ofte,  whan  he  *hem  techedi 
Some  of  ther  sode  in  charitc. 
But  therof  right  nothing  toke  he, 
But  of  hit  hondis  would  he  gette' 
Clothis  to  wrine  him^  and  his  mete. 


Tel  me  than  how  a  man  may  liven 
That  al  hit  gode  to  pore  hath  yeven^ 
And  wol  but  onely  bidde  his  bedes,' 
And  ner  with,  hpndes' labour  his  nedey* 
May  he  do  fo  ?  Ye,  Sir.   And  howe  i  ' 
Sir,  I  woU  gladly  tellin  you. 
Saint  Aufltm  faith,  A  man  may  be 
In  hou(is  that  han  properte, 
Ab  Templers  and  Hofpitdl^rs, 
And  as  thefe  Chanons  Regulers, 
Or  thefe  White  Monki's,  or  thefe  Blake, 
1  wol  no  mo  enfamplis  make,' 
And  take  thereof  his  fulleining, 
For  therin  if  ith  no  begging,     ' 
But  othirwayis  not  iwis. 
Yet  Auftin  gabbith  not  of  this; 
And  yet  ful  many*  a  monke  laboureth 
That  Ood  in  holy  churche  honoureth; 
For  whan  ther  fwinking  it  agon 
Thei  rede  and  fing  in  church*  anone. 

And  for  there  hath  ben  "grete  difcorde 
As  inany?  a  wight  m&y  here  itcorde,   ' 
Upon  the*  efUte  of  mendicience, 
1  wol  Ihortely  in  your  prefence 
Tel  how  a  man  male  bc^e%  at  nede. 
That  hath  not  wherwith  him  to  fcde, 
Maugre  his  felowis  janglinges,  ' 

Fof  fothfaftnes  wol  none  hidinges. 
And  yet  percafe  I  may  obey,  •  ' 
That  I  to  you  fothly  thus  fey. 


JLo,  here  ^e  cafe  efpcciall  t 
If  a  man  be  fo'beftiall 
That  he  of  no  crafte  hath  fcience. 
And  nolight  defirith  i^orence,    ' 
Than  may  he  go  a  begging  yeme 
Till  he  fome  othir  crafee  can  Icrne, 
Through  whiche  withoutin  trua^dinc' 
He  may  in  trouthe  hate  his  living :  ' 

Or  if  he  may  done  no  labour 
For  elde,  or  (ickenefle,  or  langour, 
pr  for  his  tendir  age  aUb, 
Than  may  he  yet  a  begging  go : 
'  Or  if  he  have  peravinture 
Through  ufage  of  his  noriture 
I^ivid  ovir  delitioufly. 
Than  oughtln  gode  f^lke  cominly 
Han  of  his  miichcfe  ibme  pitc. 
And  fuffrin  him  alfo  that  he 
May  gon  about  and  beggc  his  bred 
That  he  be  nor  for  hongir  dcd : 
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Or  if  he  have  of  crafte  conB&ig^ 
And  ilren^  alfo  tod  defiring 
For  to  worchin,  as  he  had  what. 
But  he  finde  ndthir  this  ne  thaC| 
Than  may  he  beggin  til  that  he 
HaVe  gettin  his  neceifite  i 

Or  if  his  winning  be  fo  lite 
That  his  labour  will  not  ^te 
Suffidauntly'  al  his  living. 
Yet  may  he  go  his  brede  begging. 
Fro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  trace 
Till  he  the  remnaunt  may  purchafe  i 

Or  if  a  man  would  undiitake 
Any  emprife  for  to  ymake 
In  the  rcfcous  of  our  lay. 
And  it  defendin  as  he  may. 
Be  it  wi^  armis  or  letirurf. 
Or  othir  convenable  cure. 
If  it  be  fo  that  he  pore  be. 
Than  may  he  beggin  til  that  he 
Male  iindin  in  trouth  for  to  fwinke. 
And  get  him  clothis,  mete,  and  drinke^ 
Swinke  he  with  his  hondes  corporel. 
And  not  with  hondes  cfpiritueL 


In  all  this  cafe,  and  in  femblablet. 

If  that  there  ben  mo  refonables. 

He  maie  begge  as  I  tell  yon  here, 

And  cUis  no^  in  no  manere. 

As  William  Saint  Amqur  would  preche. 

And  oftin  would  difputc  and  tcche 

Of  this  matir  al  opinly 

At  Paris  fully*  and  folemply ; 

And  all  fo  God  my  fouli  bleffe 

As  he  had  in  this'  ftedfaftnefle 

The*  acor^k  of  the!  Univcrfite, 

And  of  the  pcple*,  as  femith  me. 

No  go^c  man  ought  it  torefuTe, 
Ne  ought  him  ^reof  to  cxcnfe. 
Be  wf othe  or  blithe,-who  fo  thou  be. 
For  I  \rol  fpeke  and  t^ll  it  the 
All  (hould  I  die  and  be  put  doun, 
As  was  Saint  Poule,  in  derke  pri£ran. 
Or  be  ezilid  in  thi«  caas 
With  wrong,  It*  Maiflir  William  wis. 
That  my  mothir  Hypocrifie 
Baniihcd  for  hef  giet  envie. 

My  mothir  flemed  him  ^nt  Amour : 
This  noble  man  did  fuche  labour 
To  fuftcine  er  the  loialte, 
That  he  to  muchc  ^gilti  toie  ; 
He  made  a  boke  and  let  it  write, 
Wherin  his  life  he  did  all  dite. 
And  would  that  eche  relied  begging. 
And  livin  by  my  traveiling. 
If  rne*had  rent  ne  othir  gode; 
What !  wcnith  he  that  I  were  wode  ? 
For  labour  might  hie  nevir  plefe, 
I  have  more  will  to  ben  at  efc. 
And  have  well  levir,  futhe  to  foie. 
Before  the  pcple  pattre*  and  praie. 
And  wrie  me  in  my  fozcrie 
Undir  a  cope  of  papelardie 
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(Quod  Love)  What  diTcl  is  this  I  here  f 
What  wordis  telliil  thoo  me  here  f 
What,  Sir,  Why  FaUcneiTe  that  apert  is. 
I'hao  dredift  thpjx  not  God?  No,  certis ; 
For  felde  in  grete  thing  Ihal  he  fpcde 
In  this  world  that  Qod  woi  ydrcde. 
For  folkc  that  *hem  to  vcrtue  yeven,  ^ 
And  truily  on  thcr  owne  liven. 
And  *hem  in  godeneffe  aie  contcnte. 
On  'hem  is  litll  thrifte  ifente  : 
Suche  folke  ydrinkin  gtete  miiefe ; 
That  life  ne  nuiy  me  nevir  pleie. 

But  fe  what  golde  han  uferers, 
And  filvir  eke,  in  ther  gamers ! 
Tailagicrs,  and  thefe  moniottrs, 
^ailifies,  bedils,  provoftcs,  contours, 
Thefe  livin  well  nigh  by  ravine ; 
The  iinak  pcple  'hem  motoendine. 
And  thei  as  wolvis  wol  *hem  eten ; 
Upon  the  povir  fplke  thei  geten 
Fol  muche  of  ihat  thei  fpende  or  kepe; 
K'is  none  of  *hem  that  thtt  n'ilftrepe, 
And  wrine  'hcmfelvin  well  at  full ; 
Withoutin  fcalding  the!  'hem  puU : 
The  ibong  the  fcblc  ovirgothe. 
But  I  that  were  my  Omple  clothe 
Robbe  bothe  the  robbtd  and  robbovrsy 
And  gtle  the gilid  and  gilours;      f 
By  my  treget  I  gathre'  and  threiibe 
The  grete  trefour  imo  my  chefte. 
That  lieth  wit]\  me  fo  fiifte  ybounde ; 
Thus  myn  high  paleis  do  I  foonde, 
And  by  my  delitis  I  fulfill 
With  wine  at  feftis  at  my  will, 
And  tablis  ipil  of  extremecs : 
f  wol  no  life  but  efe  and  pees. 
And  winnin  golde  to  fpende  alfo. 
For  whan  the  grete  bagge  is  ago 
It  comith  ftiU  ri^t  with  my  japes. 
Make  I  not  wel  tomble  mine  apes  ? 
To  winnen  is  alwaie  mine  entent ; 
My  purchace*  isbcttir  than  my  rent; 
For  though  that  I  (hould  betin  be 
Ovir  al  1  cntrcmet  me : 
Withoutin  me  maie  no  wight  dure  ; 
I  vralkin  foulis  for  to  cure  : 
Of  all  the  world  the  cure  ^have  I 
|o  brede  and  eke  in  length ;  boldly 
I  wol  bothe  preche  and  eke  cotmOulen ; 
With  hondis  wol  I  nottravailen. 
For  of  the  Pope  I  have  the  bull ; 
I  ne  holde  not  my  yrittis  dull : 
I  wol  not  ftihtin  in  my  live 
Thele  enq>erouris  for  to  Ihrive, 
Or  kingis,  dukes,  and  lordis  grete, 
3ut  povir  ,folke'al  quite  I  lete  : 
I  love  no  fuche  ihriving  parde 
But  it  for  othjr  caufe  ;  be  : 
1  recke  not  of  thefe  povir  men ; 
Ther  elUte  i^  not  worthe  an  hen. 

Wher  findeft  thou*  a  fwinkir  of  labpur 
Have  me  to  ]ft  his  coofciToun;  i 
But  empreffis  and  dncheffi^, 
'pick  qucuis  a^4  ^^  countciSs^ 


Thefe  abbeffis  and  eke  bigilil, 

And  thefe  grete  ladies  paTafixis, 

Thefe  joly  knightis  ind  bailives^ 

Thefe  nonnis  and  thefe  burgeis  wivd. 

That  riche  yben  and  eke  plefing, 

And  thefe  maidinis  wclfsring, 

Where  fo  thei  clad  or  nakid  be,        . 

Uncounfailtd  goeth  there  none  fto  nie; 

And  for  ther  foulis  iavite 

At  lorde  and  lady*,  and  ther  meine, 

I  aike,  whan  thei  'hem  to  me  fiirive. 

The  propertie  of  al  ther  live. 

And  make  'hem  trowe,both  mofie  andkft,^ 

Ther  pariih  prieft  is  but  a  beft 

Ayens  me  and  my  company. 

That  ihrewis  ben  as  gret  as  f , 

Fro  whiche I  vrol  not. hide  in  holde 

No  privite  that  me  is  tokicy 

That  I  by  wordc  or  figne  iwis 

Ne  wol  make  *hem  know  what  it  ii^ 

And  thei  woUen  alfo  tellin  me 

Thei  hele  fro  me  no  privite ; 

And  for  to  make  you  theih  percdveo 

That  ufin  folke  thus  to  decdven, 

I  wol  you  iaine  vrithoutin  drede 

What  men  maie  in  the  Gofpellrede 

Of  Saind  Mathewe  the  gofpellere. 

That  iaieth  as  I  ihall  you  (aie  here* 


Upon  the  chaird  of  Mofet 

Thus  it  is  glofid  doutileis* 

(That  is.  The  Okie  Teibunent, 

For  thereby  is  the  chair^  ment) 

Sittin  Scribis  and  Phariien, 

That  is  to  Iaine,  the  curfid  men, 

Whiche  that  we  Ipocritis  call ; 

Doeth  that  thei  preche  I  rede  you  aUi 

But  doeth  not  as  thei  doen  a  dele 

That  ben  not  werie  to  iaie  wek. 

But  thei  doe  well  no  will  have  thei,^ 

And  thei  would  binde  on  folke  ahralc^ 

That  ben  to  he  begilid  able, 

Burdons  that  ben  importable  ; 

On  folkis  ibouldirs  thinges  thei  conchen. 

That  thei  n'iU  with  ther  fingirs  touchen; 

And  why  woU  thei  not  touch  it  ?  why ! 

For  them  ne  lifte  nat  fikirly. 

For  the  (adde  burdoQs  that  men  taken 

Ymakin  folkis  ihouldirs  aken. 

And  if  thei  doe  ought  that  gode  be 
That  is  for  folke  it  &ouldin  le ; 
Ther  burdons  largir,makin  thei. 
And  makin  ther  hemmes  wide  alwaic^ 
And  lovin  fetis  at  the  table 
The  firft  and  the  mofte  honourable; 
And  for  to  han  the  firft  chains 
In  finagogges  to  *hem  lull  dere  is. 
And  wiUcn  that  folke  'hem  kmte  and  grete 
Whan  that  thei  palBn  .through  the  ftrcte. 
And  wollen  b«cleped  Maiftiralfo; 
But  thei  ne  ihouldnot  willin  fo. 
The  Gofpcll'  is  there  ayenft  I  geffe, 
llut  ihewith  wfiU  thcr  wickidiic(fl9 
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An  othir  curfome  ufia  w« ; 
Of  'hem  that  woU  ayeoft  ut  be 
Wc  hate  him  ded|y  CTorychoaet 
And  w&  wqU  WMTCf  him  at  mit ; 
Him  that  one  h^jfckh  kato  tiK  ail. 
And  conjede  how  to  doco  him  fiUl; 
And  if  we  fene  him  winac  honoor, 
Richcfle  or  pKtfe»  chfoagh  hk  Taloiir» 
Provende  or  rent,  or  digatte, 
Full  bJit  iwU  cotaDpafin  we 
By  what  bddre'  he  b  clpmbis  fo  % 
And  for  to  make  him  doime  to  |^ 
With  triifim  we  woU  himdcfune. 
And  doen  him  lelin  his  gode  Bame. 

Thus  from  his  bddtr  we  htm  ttkr» 
And  thus  his  fienditfocs  we  make» 
But  worde  ne  W€tio  ihall  he  oooe 
I'ill  al  hisfrcndis  ben  lut  fooe; 
For  if  we  did  it  opiilf 
We'  mightio  have  blainc  redilyy 
For  had  he  wiile  of  our  maBce 
He  had  him  kept  but  he  were  nice. 

An  othir'  it  thti,  that  if  ib  &U. 
That  there  be  one  emong  ni  all 
That  doeth  a  gode  touraeyout  of  drede 
We  faine  it  it  oar  aldtr  dede» 
Ye,  fikirly  thoDgh  he  it  feined. 
Or  that  lum  Ufte  or  that  him  daiaod 
^  mui  through  him  avaundd  be, 
'I'hcnjpf  all  partinerct  be  wc,  ^ 

And  tellin  folke  where  ib  we  go 
That  man  through  as  it  fprongin  fo. 

And  for  to  have  of  aun  praHiag 
We  pnrchacc  throaghonr  flatterinf 
Of  rich^  menof  grete  pofte 
J^ttirt  to  witne&  oar  boaate. 
Bo  that  man  wencth  that  mate  at  ia 
lliat  all^  Tettoe  in  at  be. 

And  alwaie  povir  we  at  fiun. 
But  how  fo  that  wc  begge  or  plaia 
Weben  the  fokke  without kfiag. 
Thai  all  thtMg  hawe  mhicmi  Amo^. 

Thus  be  dradde  of  the  pcple*  twit. 
And  gladly  my  parpofe  is  this  : 

I  delin  with  do  wigfat  but  he 
Have  goldc  and  trcfoar  grete  pkme ; 
Ther  acqaaiataance  wcU  lovin  I : 
This  moche  is  my  defire  (hortly  | 
I  entrcmeuaftc  of  brocages, 
1  makin  pece  and  nMiriagct, 
I  am  gladly  eiccataar. 
And  many  times  a  procaratoar, 
1  am  fometime  a  BMflagcre, 
That  faUitb  not  to  avf  mifUre. 

And  many  timis  I  make  enqocft. 
For  me  that  office  is  nat  honeft ; 
To  dele  with  othir  mennu  thing 
That  irto  me  a  grete  liking; 
And  if  that  ye  have  ought  to  doe 
In  place  that  I  rcpairin  to, 
I  (hall  it  ipedin  through  my  witte 
As  fone  as  ye  have  told  me  it : 
So  that  ye  fervin  me  to  paie 
My  Icrvicc  Ibal  be  youn  alwak. 
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But  who  fo  wot  chaftife  ne 
Anone  my  love  ylofte  hath  he. 
For  I  love  no  aian  in  iwgife 
That  woU  me  reprove  or  chailiicw 
But  I  woU  all  foike  undirtake. 
And  of  no  wight  no  tcchiag  take; 
For  I  that  othir  folke  chalUe 
Woll  not  be  uoght  fro  my  folic. 


I  ne  lore  none  heimiuge  aaarc; 
Al  defcrtis  and  holtit  bore. 
And  grete  wodit  cverichonc 
I  let  'hem  to  the  Bi^tift  John-; 
I  queth  him  quite,  tad  lum  rekl&. 
Of  Egypt  all  the  wiidimeffe  : 
To  ferre  were  ail  my  manfioaot 
Fro  aile  citecs  and  gode  tooot. 
'  My  palcis  and  aaine  hoofe  aaake  I 
There  men  maie  renne  in  opialy 
And  faie  that  I  the  worlde  Corfike; 
But  all  an^dde  I  builde  and  make 
My  houfc,  andfwinuM  and  plaie  therein 
Betu  than  a  fiiie  doth  with  hatfiane. 


Of  Aatichrift*it  niien  aai  I 
Of  whiche  that  Chriit  laiedi  opiaif 
Thei  have  hafaite  of  hoiindCr, 
And  livin  foche  widndnefic. 

Al'  outward  lambia  feawi  wc. 
Full  of  godenaflb  and  of  pite. 
And  in^inutie  we  withontia  friile 
Ben  gredy  wolvianrviiahle. 

We  envirouD  bothe  loode  andft; 
With  all  the  worlde  werryia  wc  : 
We  woll  ordain  of  alld  tliuag. 
Of  folkit  gode  and  ther  JbnBg* 

If  there  be  caftUl  or  cite 
Within  that  any  bongeroat  be. 
Although  that  thei  of  MiUaine  wcM^ 
For  thcrof  beo  that  blamid  there  s 
Or  if  a  wight  out  of  mcfure 
Would  lene  ther  gold  and  take  afina. 
For  that  he  it  ib  covttoot. 
Or  if  he  be  to  lechiroot. 
Or  thefe  that  haantin  Cbnoaie, 
Or  provoft  fail  of  trediirie. 
Or  prelate  Uvii^  j^ilie, 
Or  prieft  that  halt  hit  qaeio  him  by. 
Or  old^  whorit  hoftilert. 
Or  othir  baadet  or  bordilkn, 
Or  eDit  blamed  of  aaj  vice. 
Of  whiche  men  (houldin  docn  julBoti 

By  aU  ^  iainait  that  we  preie. 
But  thei  defende  them  with  launpreie^ 
With  lace,  with  elia,  with  iJunoDt, 
With  tendir  geet  and  with  c^ont. 
With  tartit  or  with  chefit  &t. 
With  deinte  flaanitbrode  andiat,  . 
With  cakwcit  or  with  palUik, 
With  cooinget  or  with  fine  vitaik. 
That  we  undir  oar  ck>thiiwide 
Tmakin  thrai|h  ovr  foltt  ^da. 
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IS^ 


jOf  but  Jw  !Won  doe  come  in  haftc 

Rac  vcnifon  ybakc  in  pafte, 

M^hethir  fo  that  he  lourc  or  ^ine 

tie  ffaall  have  of  a  corde  a  loigne, 

With  whiche  men  ihall  him  binde  and  ledc 

To  brenne  him  for  his  finfuU  dede, 

That  men  (hull  here  him  crie  and  rore 

A  mil'is  waie  aboiit  and  more. 

Or  els  he  (hall  in  pifon  die 

But  if  he  woU  hit  frendihip  huit^ 

jOr  imrrtin  that  tliat  he  hath  doe 

More  than  hit  gilt  amountith  to. 

Bat  and  he  couthe  thorough  his  fleight 
Doe  makin  np  a  totire  0/  height. 
Nought  rou^t  I  wher  of  (lone  or  tree, 
Or  yerth  or  turvis,  though  it  be. 
Though  it  were  of  w>  Voundji  ftone 
Twrought  with  fquare  and  fcannlone. 
So  that  the  toUre'Were  fhAd  well 
With  alia  richis  temporell ; 

And  than  that  he  would  him  up  dreflc 
Enginii  boch^iftore  and  lelTe, 
To  caftc  at  ut  by  every  fide, 
To  berin  hSk  gode  nam^  wide. 

Soche  fleightia  |  ihullin  you  yeven. 
Bardlet  of  %ine  l>y  file  oc  feven. 
Or  guide  in  (adds  grete  plente. 
He  Ihould  though  fone  delivered  be  ; 
And  if  he  have  no  fuche  pitences 
het  him  ftndie'  in  eouipolenees. 
And  lerin  lies  and  Maces, 
If  that  he  would  deferve  our  graces. 
Or  we  (ball  bcre  hifli  foche  witnefle 
Of  finne  and  of  his  wretchidoefle, 
And  doen  his  lofe  fo  widd  renne. 
That  all  ^cke  we  Ihouldin  him  brenne. 
Or  eliis  yeve  hem  foche  penaunce 
That  is  well  woric  than  the  piiaunce. 

For  thou  ihalt  nevir  for  nothing 
Coo  knowen  aright  by  ther  clothing 
The  traitonrt  fuu  of  trech Jrie 
Btt  thou  ther  werkis  can  ef|pieb 

And  ne  had  the  ^od^  keping  be 
^XHiibm  of  the*  Uuverfite, 
That  kepeth  the  kd  of  Chriftendome, 
We'  had  ben  toormentid  all  and  fome. 

Soche  ben  the  ftinking  Prophetis ; 
}Vi»  none  of  *hem  that  gode  proph^  is. 
For  thd  throtM^h  wickid  enten^on. 
The  yere  of  the'  incamacion 
A  thouiande  and  two  hundrid  yere 
Five-and-fifte,  ferther  ne  nere, 
Broughiin  a  boke  with  forie'grace. 
To  yeven  enfimple  in  conunon  place. 
That  iayid  Aus,  though  it  were  fable, 
This  the  Gofpell  pardurable 
That  frothe  Holie  Ghoft  is  lent : 
Well  were  it  worthy  to  be  ybrent. 
Entitlid  was  in  foche  manere 
This  boke  of  vdiiche  I  tell  here, 
There  n'aano  wight  in  al  Paris 
Befome  our  Ladie  at  parvis 
That  thd  ne  might  the  bokd  by ; 

Tbekmcscc  pkfed  'toaircU  trudf. 


To*  the  copie  if  him  talent  toke 
Oi  the  Evangelift'is  boke. 
There  might  he  fe  by  grete  traifotin 
Full  many*  a  falfe  comparilbun. 

As  moche  as  thorough  his  grete  might, 
Be  it  of  bete  be  it  of  light; 
The  funne  yfurmountith  the  mone. 
That  troubhr  is,  and  chaungith  fone. 
And  the  nutte  Iwmeill  dothe  the  fhell, 
I  Ikorne  nait  that  1  you  it  tell. 

Right  fo  withoutin  any  gile 
Surmonntith  this  noble*  Evangile 
The  worde  of  any*  evangeKft, 
And  to  ther  title  thti  toke  Chrift. 
And  many  (bche  Comparifoun, 
Of  whiche  I  make  no  mencioun, 
Mightin  men  in  that  bok^  finde. 
Who  fo  coud  of  *hcm  bavin  minde. 

The*  Uni'verfite,  that  was  a  flq»c. 
Can  for  to  Haied,  andi^ikin  kcpc. 
And  at  the  notfc  the  fali^iip  call, 
Ne  nevir  fithen  flept  ^^^ 
Bnt  up  it  ftcTt,  and  a^^Hke 
Ayenft  this  £dfe  borrflPRk^, 
All  redy  battaik  for  to  make. 
And  to  the  judge  the  boke  the!  take. 

But  thei  that  broughtin  the  bolce  there 
Hent  it  anone  awaie  f^r  fere ; 
Thei  n*old  (hewe  it  no  more  a  ddc. 
But  than  it  kept,  and  kepin  wele. 
Till  foche  a  time  that  thd  maie  fe    . 
That  thei  fo  ftron^  ywozin  be 
That  no  wight  maie  'hem  wdl  vwthftonde. 
For  by  that  Doke  thei  duril  not  ftonde : 
Awaie  thei  gonne  it  for  to  here. 
For  thd  ne  durftin  not  an^rtre 
By  expoficion  ae  glofe 
To  that  that  derlus  woll  oppoi^ 
Ayenft  the  curfidnefie  iwis 
That  in  that  boke  ywrittin  is. 

Now  wotte  I  nat  ne  can  nat  lb 

What  manir  ende  that  there  Ihafi  be 

Of  all  this  whiche  that  thei  yhide. 

But  yet  algate  thei  (hall  abide 

Till  that  Uiei  maie  it  bette  ^efende ; 

I   This  trowe  I  beft  woll  be  ther  ende, 

This  Antichrift  abidin  we. 
For  we  ben  all  of  his  mdne. 
And  what  man  that  woll  not  be  fo 
Right  fone  he  ihall  hit  life  for|o  t 
We  woll  a  peple'  on  him  arene. 
And  through  our  gile  doin  him  ceife. 
And  him  on  {hcrp^  Q>eris  rive. 
Or  othir  waies  b^ing  him  fro  Ove, 
But  if  that  he  woll  folowe*  iwis 
That  in  our  boke  ywrittin  is. 


Thus  moche  vroll  our  boke  fignifie. 

That  while  Peter  had  maiftrie 

Maie  nevir  John  fliewe  well  his  might. 

Now  have  I  you  dedand  right 
The  mening  of  the  narke  and  rinde 
That  makkh  the  cntcndoiu  blindej 
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But  now  at  eril  I  woU  begin 

To  expoune  you  the  pithc  within» 

And  the  feculers  coraprehende 

That  Chrift*is  lawc  woUin  dcfcndc. 

And  fhould  it  kepen  and.  mainteneu 

Ayenill  them  that  all  fuflenen. 

And  falfly  to  the  ptrple  techen 

That  John  betokeneth  *hem  to  prechca 

That  there  n*ii  lawe  covenable 

But  thjlke  Gofpell  pardurable 

That  #rn  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  fcnt 

To  tovrnin  lolke  that  ben  mifwent. 

The  ftrcBgth  of.  John  thci  undirftondc 
The  gn.cc  in  whichc  'hci  (aie  thci  ftonde. 
That  docth  the  finfull  folkc  convert^ 
And  'hem  to  Jcfu  Chrift  rr vert ; 
full  many'  an  othre*  horriblete 
Mvwin  m^n  in  that  bok**.  fe. 
That  ben  commaundid  doutilcli^ 
Ayenft  the  lawe  of  Ron^  expr-eiTe, 


ici  holdcn, 
olden. 
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Aad  all  with  Antich 
Aft  men  maie  in  thej 

And  than  comipa 
AU  tho  that  with  Pel 
But  thei  (hall  nevir  haTC^ 
And  God  to  f  rifie»  ibi  ftricf  to  ight» 
That  thei  ne  (hall  ynourh  yfinde 
That  Peter*8  lawc  .ihall  nave  inminde^ 
And  evil  holde  and  fb  maintene^ 
That  at  the  lall  it  (hall  be  fenc 
Tbat  the!  ihall  aQ  comin  thcrto 
Tor  aught  that  thei  can  fpeke  or  do. 

And  thilk^  lawe  ne  ihall  not  ftonde 
That  thei  by  Tohn  have  undirdoade^ 
But  maugrc  them  it  ihall  adoun. 
And  ben  brought  to  confiiiion. 

But  I  woU  ^t  of  thii  matcre» 
9er  it  is  wondir  long  to  here  ; 
But  had  that  dhi  boke  endured ' 
Of  bettre'  eibte  I  were  cnfored^ 
And  frendift  have  I  yet  parde 
That  han  mc  fet  in  g^cie  degre^ 


Of  ill  thh  woride  U  emperour 
Gik  my  fathlr,  the  falfe  trechovLr, 
And  empcrefle  my  mothir  h, 
Maugre  the  Holie  Ghoile  iwis. 
Our  migktie  linage  and  our  rout 
Jleignith  in  every  reigne  about^ 
And  wcy  it  worthy  we  mini'flters  be, 
Tor  aU  this  worlds  goveme  we, 
Aad  can  the  folke  fo  well  deceve 
^hat  none  our  gills  can  perceive. 
And  tbough  thei  docn  thei  dare  not  faie ; 
The  fotbe  dare  no  wight  bcwraie. 

But  he  in  Chrifl'is  wrathe  him  ledcth 
That  more  than  Chriil  my  brethrin  dredeth ; 
He  n*i9  no  full  gode  champion 
That  dredeth  foche  (vi^ilacion, 
yor  that  €or  pain  woll  refuiin 
Vt  to  correde  and  accuiln 
He  woll  not  entrcmcte  by  r^ht, 
Ss  bavin  God  in  his  cyen  iight^ 
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And  therefore  God  ihall  hizn  ptmlcc  f 
But  me  ne  rekxth  of  no  vice 
Sithen  men  usjoven  communabiie. 
And  holdin  u«  for  fo  worthie. 
That  we  maie  folkc  repreve  cchone. 
And  we  n'ill  have  reprefe  of  none  : 
Whom  ihouldin  folke  worihtpin  fo 
But  us  that  ftintin  ncvir  mo 
To  patrin  while  that  folke.  maie*  us  (e 
Though  it  not  fo  bekinde  *hem  be  i 


And  where  is  there  more  wode  folie 
T|ian  to  enhauncin  chivalric. 
And  lovin  uoble  men  and  gaic. 
That  jolic  clothis  weren  alwaie  ? 
If  thei  be  foche  folke  as  thei  femen. 
So  clene  as  men  ther  clothis  demcn. 
And  that  ther  wordes/olowe  ther  dede. 
It  is  grete  pitc  'mt  of  drede 
For  thei  woll  be  none  hypocritis ; 
Of  *hem  me  thinkith  gretc  fpite  is  : 
I  can  not  love  'hem  on  no  fide : 

But  beggiis  with  thefe  hodis  widcf 
With  ileigh  and  pal^  facis  Iene» 
And  with  grale  clothis  nat  full  dene^ 
But  frettid  full  of  tatar  wagges. 
And  high  ihtwis  knoppid  with  dagges. 
That  frouncin  like  a  quaU  pipe. 
Or  botis  riveling  as  a  gipe ; 

To  foche  folke,  as  I  you  deviie. 
Should  princis  and  thefe  lordis  Mriie 
Take  all  ther  landis  and  ther  thinges, 
Bothe  warre  and  pcee  in  govirninges. 
To  foche  folke  ihould  a  prince  him  yeve 
That  would  his  life  in  honour  live* 

And  if  thei  be  nat  as  the  feme. 
That  fervin  thus  the  worldc  to  queme. 
There  would  I  dw^Hn  to  deceive 
The  folke,  for  thei  ihall  nat  pcrceve. 

But  I  ne  fpeke  in  no  foche  wife 
That  men  ihould  humble'  habitc  difpife; 
So  that  no  pride  there  undir  be 
No  man  ihould  hate,  as  thinkith  me. 
The  povir  man  in  foche  clothing  ; 
But  God  ne  preiith  him  nothing 
That  faieth  he  hath  the  worjde  forfake. 
And  hath  to  worldly  glory  'him  take. 
And  woll  of  foche  deUds  uie ; 
Who  maie  that  ucggir  well  excufe  ? 

That  papelarde  that  him  yeldith  fo. 
And  woll  to  worldly  cfe  ygo, 
And  faieth  that  he  the  woride  bath  loft^ 
And  gredily  it  eripith  eft, 
He  is  the  hounde^  ihame  is  to  fain. 
That  to  his  calling  eocth  again. 


But  unto  you  dare  I  not  lie. 
But  might  I  fdin  or  cfpic 
That  yc  perceived  it  nothing 
Ye  ihouldin  have  a  ilarke  Idfmg  : 
Right  in  your  honde  thus  to  beginne, 
1  ne  wolde  ^t  Icgt  for  bo  fimte. 


THE  ROMAUMT  OP  THE  ROSE. 


S3i 


The  god  lou^  at  the  wondir  tho. 
And  every  wight  gan  laugh  alTo, 
Aad  iayid,  Lo,  here  a  man  right) 
lor  to  be  tniftie  to*  every  wight  I 


Falfe  SemUant,  (quod  Lore)  ^e  to  me, 
Sith  I  thus  have  avauncid  the. 
That  in  my  court  it  thy  dwelling, 
And  of  Ribaudes  ihalt  be  my  king, 
Wok  thoq  well  holdin  my  forwardcs  ? 

Ye,  Sir,  quod  he,  from  hens  forwardet 
Had  ner  your  fathir  here  befome 
Senrauot  fo  true  lithe  be  was  borne. 
That  ia  ayeiiift  all  nature. 

Sir,  put  you  in  that  avinture. 
For  though  ye  borowes  take  of  me 
The  fikerer  Ihall  ye  nevir  be 
For  hAftagis  ne  fikimefie 
Or  chartris  for  to  here  witnefl*e  : 
I  take  your  felf  to  recorde  here 
That  men  ne  maie  in  no  manere 
Terin  the  wolfe  out  of  his  hide 
Till  he  be  flain  bothe  backe  and  fide» 
Though  men  him  bete  and  all  defile  : 
What !  wene  ye  that  1  woU  bcgile  I  . 

For  I  am  dothid  mekily,         ^ 
There  nndre*  is  all  my  trechiry ; 
Mine  hcrte  channgith  nevir  the  mo 
For  none  habite  in  which  I  go : 
Though  I  have  chere  of  fimpleneife, 
I  am  not  werie  of  Ihreudneife : 
My  lemman,  ftrainid  Abilenaunce, 
Hath  toittir  of  my  purveiaunce, 
She  had  fbU  long  ago  be  dedde 
Were  for  my  counfaile  and  my  redde : 
Let  her  alone,'  and  you  and  me. 

And  Love  anfwerid,  I  truft  the 
Without  borowe,  for  I  woll  norfc. 

And  FaUe  Semblant  the  thefe  anonc 
Right  in  that  ik^  fame  place. 
That  had  of  trefon  all  his  face 
Right  bbcke  within  and  white  without, 
Thanking  him  gaii  on  his  knees  lout. 

Than  was  ther  nought  but  every  man 
Now  to  affaute  that  failin  can, 
(Quod  Love)  and  that  full  hardily  : 
Than  armid  the!  hem  corainly' 
Of  foche  armour  as  to  *hem  fell. 
Whan  thci  were  armid  fiers  and  fell, 
Thei  went  *bem  forthe  all  in  a  rout 
And  fet  the  caftill  all  about ; 
Toei  will  not  awaie  for  no  dredc 
Till  it  fo  be  that  thei  ben  dedc. 
Or  till  thei  have  the  cailill  take. 
And  four  battellis  gan  thei  make. 
And  partid  *hem  in  foure  anone. 
And  toke  there  i^ie,  and  forthe  thei  gone 
The  foure  gatis  fdr  to  aflaile. 
Of  whiche  the  kepirs  woll  not  faile. 
For  thei  ben  neithir  ficke  ne  dede. 
Bat  hardie  folke,  and  (Irong  in  dede. 

Now  woll  I  faine  the  countenance 
61  Fallc  SembUpt  and  Ab{lt;]aunccy 
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That  ben  to  Wickid  Tong  ywtQt  I 
But  firft  thei  heldc  ther  parliincnt 
Whethir  it  to  be  doin  were  ' 

To  makin  *hem  be  knowin  there 
Or  ellis  walkin  forthe  difgifed ; 
But  at  the  laft^  thei  devi^ 
That  thei  would  gone  in  tapinage. 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage. 
Like  gode  and  holie  folke  nnfeined; 
And  anon  Dame  Abftinence  ftreined 
Toke  on  a  robe  of  cameline 
And  gan  he  •  gratche  as  a  bigine. 

A  larg^  coverchief  of  threde 
She  wrappid  all  about  her  hede  ; 
But  (he  forgate  not  her  plaltere. 

A  paire  of  bedis  eke  Ihe  here 
Upon  a  lace  all  of  white  threde. 
On  whiche  that  (he  her  bedls  bed/? 
But  (he  ne  bought  *hem  nevre'  a  dele,' 
For  thei  were  given  her,  I  wotc  wcle, 
God  wote  of  «  full  hoKe  frere. 
That  faied  he  was  her  fathir  dere. 
To  whom  ihe  had  oftiner  went 
Than  any  frere  of  hiscovent  i 

And  he  vifitid  her  alfo. 
And  many*  a  fermone  faied  her  to ; 
He  n*olde  kt  for  no  man  on  live 
That  he  ne  would  her  oftin  fhrive. 
And  with  fo  grete  devocion 
Thei  madin her  confeffion 
That  thei  had  oftin  for  the  nones 
Two  heddis  in  one  hode  at  ones. 

Of  faire  (hapc  I  devifed  her  the. 
But  pale  of  fiure  fometime  wasfhe; 
That  felf^  traitourelTe  untrewe 
Was  like  that  falowe  horfe  of  hewe 
That  in  the*  Apocalynis  is  fhewcd. 
That  (ignifieth  tho  folke  befhrewcd 
That  ben  all  full  of  trccherie. 
And  pale  thorough  hypocrifie  ; 
For  on  that  horfe  no  colour  is 
But  oncly  dedde  and  pale  iwis  : 
Of  foche  a  colour  enlangoured 
Was  AbfUnence  iwis  coloured  ; 
Of  her  eilate  fhe  her  repented 
Right  as  her  vifage  reprcfcnted. 

She  had  a  burdoune  all  of  theft 
That  Gile  had  yeve  her  of  his  yeft, 
And  ^  (krippn  of  faint  didrefle,   - 
That  full  was  of  eleng^ncffe, 
And  forthe  (he  walkid  fobirlie. 
And  Falfe  Semblant  faint,  Jg  vous  dte^ 
And  as  it  were  for  foche  miftere 
Doin  on  the  cope  of  a  frere. 
With  chere  fimple  and  full  pitoua 
His  loking  was  not  difdeinous 
Ne  proude,  but  meke  and  ful  pefible4 

About  his  necke  he  bare  a  Bible^ 
And  fquyirly  forthe  gan  he  gon, 
And  for  to  reft  his  limmes  upon 
He  had  of  trefon  a  potent ; 
As  he  were  fcble*  his  waie  he  weBtt, 

But  in  his  fleve  he  gap  to  thri|i|r 
A  rafour  fharpe  and  wcH  biting^ 
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That  was  yforgld  Lq  a  forge 

Whiche  Unit  men  clepio  Coup^  Oor|^ 

So  long  forth  thcr-waie  thei  nomiki 
Till  thei  to  Wickid  Tong  comm^ 
That  at  hii  gate  ywat  fitting. 
And  fawe  folke  in  the  waie  paffing. 

The  pilgrimii  iawt  he  Ud  by 
That  berin  'hcih  full  mekily. 
And  humbly  thei  with  him  ymette ; 
Dame  Abftincnce  firfl  him  ygrcttc. 
And  fithe  him  Falfe  Semblant  falved. 
And  he  *hem,  but  he  not  remeved. 
For  he  ne  drede  him  not  a  dele, 
For  whan  he  fawe  ther  facit  wele 
Alwaie  in  hert^  him  thought  fo 
He  ihould  knowin  *hem  bothe  two. 
For  well  he  knewe  Dame  Abftioavnce, 
But  he  knew^  pot  Conilrcinaunoe  ; 
He  knewe  oat  that  ihe  wa«  confirainad^ 
Ne  of  her  thev'is  life  y&ined. 
But  wende  (he  come  of  will  all  £re» 
But  ihe  come  in  othir  degree* 
And  if  of  fode  will  ihe  began 
That  will  ywas  failid  her  t^. 


And  Falfe  Semblant  had  he  fame  alie, 
But  he  knewe  nat  that  he  waa  hkSk  % 
Tet  falfe  was  he,  but  hii  (aUhellb 
Ne  coud  he  nat  efpie  nor  geffe. 
For  Semblant  wisfoflie  ywrought 
That  falfenefle  he  ne  efpied  nought ; 
But  haddeft  thou  knowin  him  befome 
Thou  woldift  on  a  boke  have  fwome, 
Whan  thou  him  fiiwe  in  thilke  ar^,  , 
That  he  that  whilom  was  fo  gaie. 
And  of  the  daunce  Jolie  Robm, 
Was  tho  become  a  Jacobin : 
But  fothly  what  (o  men  him  call 
Frere  prechouris  ben  gode  men  all ; 
Ther  odir  wickidly  thei  beren 
Soche  minilrellis  if  that  thei  weren. 

So  ben  Augnftins  and  Cordileres, 
And  Carmis,  and  eke  fackid  freres. 
And  all  the  freris  (bode  and  bare. 
Though  fome  of  *hem  ben  grete  and  C^uutf 
Full  holy  men  as  I  "hem  deme ; 
ETeriche  of  hem  would  gode  man  feme ; 
JBuiJbiUf  ibmi  itevhr  of  mpptmu 
Sem  conclude  godt  cmfe^nettu 
Jn  any  afgammt  iwt^ 
If  cuftens  alllailidis; 
For  men  male  finde  alwaie  fophems 
The  confequence  to  enveneme. 
Who  fo  hath  hM  the  fubtilte 
The  double  fentcnce  for  to  ie. 

Whan  the  pilgrimis  comin  were 
To  Wickid  Tong  that  dwellid  there, 
llier  hamies  nigh  *hem  ^y^ls  algate  x 
Bj  Wickid  Tong  adoune  thei  iate. 
That  badde  'hem  nere  him  for  to  come. 
And  of  tiding!^  tell  him  fome. 
And  (aied  "hem,  What  cafe  makith  yoo 
To  comia  into  this  place  now  I 


Sir,  fayid  Strainid  AbftiflaoQce^ 

We  for  to  dryin  our  penaunce 

With  hertis  pitons  and  devout 

Are  commen  as  pilgrimcs  gon  about; 

Well  nigh  on  fote  alwaie  we  go ; 

Full  doughtie  ben  our  helis  two. 

And  thus  bothe  wt  ben  yfent 

Throughout  the  worlde  that  is  naifvrent 

To  yeve  enOunnle*  and  prechc  alio  ; 

To  fifliin  fiufull  men  we  go, 

For  othir  fiihing  ne  fiihe  we  i 

And,  leve  Sir,  for  that  charite. 

As  we  be  wont,  erboVowc  we  crave  ;    , 

Your  life  to  aonenne  Chrift  it  fsve. 

And  fo  it  ihoiild  you  not  difplcit 

We  wouMin,  if  it  were  your  efe, 

A  ihort  fermoD  vnto  yon  £un. 

And  Wickid  Tong  anfwered  again. 

The  houfe  (qood  he)  fqche  as  yc  ic 
Shall  nat  be  warnid  you  for  me  : 
Saie  what  you  lift  and  I  woU  here, 
Graunt  mercie  !  tho  fwcte  Sir  dcre. 
Quod  aldirfirft  Dame  Abilinence, 
And  thus  bcganrihe  her  fentence : 

Sir,  the  firft  Tertue  for  certaine. 
The  gretiil  and  mod  ioTcraine 
That  male  be  fonnde  in  any  mas 
For  having  or  for  wH  he  can 
That  is  his  tong  for  to  retrain ; 
Therto  ought  every  wight  him  pain^ 
For  it  is  b^ir  ilill  to  be 
Than  for  to  fpekin^hanne  parde. 
And  he  that  harkeneth  it  gladly 
He  is  no  gode  man  fikirly. 

And,  Sir,  abovin  all  othir  iinne 
In  that  art  thon  moil  giltie  inne ; 
Thou  fpake  a  jape  not  long  a  go, 

And,  Sir,  that  was  right  evill  doe. 
Of  a  yong  man  that  hetc  re|>aired. 
And  ilevir  yet  this  pUce  apaired, 
TlioQ  fahleh  he  awahid  nothing 
But  to  difceve  Faire  Welcoming : 
Ye  faidin  nothm|r  fothe  of  that. 
But,  Sir,  ye  he,  I  tell  you  plat-: 
He  cometh  do  more  oe  goeth  parde  ; 
I  troweye  ihal  him  nevir  fe  9 
Faire  Welcoming  in  prifon  is 
That  ofte  hath  plaied  with  you  er  thit 
The  fairiil  gamu  that  he  coude 
Withoutin  filth,  or  iUl  or  kmde ; 
Now  dare  he  not  hioaielfe  (bhce ; 
Ye  ban  alfo  the  man  do  chace. 
That  he  dare  neither  come  ne  go  ; 
What  otevith  you  to  hate  him  fo 
But  propirly  ytmr  wickid  thonKhc* 
That  many  a  faiiSp  Icfmg  hath  thought,- 
That  mevithtyour  foule  eloqutece. 
That  jaaglith  evre'  in  audience* 
And  on  »e  folke  arifith  blame. 
And  doeth  'hem  diihonoar  and  (hame;   . 
For  thing  that  mate  have  no  proving^ 
But  likelinefle  and  contriving  f 

For  I  dare  (aine  that  Rcfon  dcmctb 
It  h  Mt  aljuth  thing  tbatfmetb  ; 


THH  ROMAUNT   O^  T«K  ROSfi^ 


Aai  It  18  Cone  for  to  eontroipe 
Any  thing  that  is  to  reprove ; 
Thiswoteye  wele,and  Sir,  therefore 
Te  ame  to  blame- mochil  the  more; 
And  aaeh^lefle  he  reckich  IHe 
He  yeveth  not  now  thereof  a  mk^ 
For  if  he  thoughtiB  harme,|Nv£aie  . 
He  wouM  ycome  and  coBe  all  daae  ; 
He  ne  coodc  not  himfelf  iMcne ; 
Now  cometi^  be  soc,  and  tlMt  i»  tac. 
For  he  ne  tajteth  of  tt  no  eiire» 
But  if  it  be  throng^h  avinture. 
And  Ia0e  than  othir  fo&e  algate. 
And  thoogh  hofe  watchift  at  the  gtte 
With  fpere  in  thine  areft  alwaie. 
There  mnle  mufarde  aU  the  longe  daie ; 
ThoB  wakift  night  and  daie  for  thonght; 
twis  thy  travelle  it  for  nought. 
And  Jeloofie  withoatin  hiQ 
Shall  nerir  anite  the  thy.traveile  } 
And  &athe  uthat  Fihne  Wekomingi 
Withotttin  any  trefpafltng, 
Shal  wrongfully  in  priibn  be. 
There  wepith  and  langtnihith  he  ; 
And  thoogh  thou  nenr  yet  iwis 
Agiltift  nian  no  more  but  this 
Take  not  a  grefe,iC  were  worthy 
To  not  the  out  of  this  baily, 
And  aitirwarde  in  prifon  lie. 
And  fettrid  th«  tiU  that  thou  die ; 
For  thou  ihalt  for  this  finnd  dwelle 
lUgfat  in  the  devil's  arie  of  helk 
But  if  that  thott  repenti  the. 
Mnfaae  thou  lieft  &]fely  (^uod  heO 

What,  welcome  with  miichauno^  now  I 
l&Te  1  therefore  faerberid  you 
To  Cue  me  fliaaie  and  eke  reprove. 
With  forie  happe  to  your  behove  f 
And  I  to  day  your  herbegere  i 
Go  herbir  yon  eb  where  than  here 
That  ban  a  licr  callid  me. 
Two  tregetoura  arte  thou  and  he, 
That  in  nune  bous  dome  this  ihame*. 
And  for  my  focheiawe  ye  me  blame. 
It  this  the  fermon  that  ye  me  make  2 
To  all  the  divila  I  me  lake. 
Or  ellis  Ood  thou  me  confbunde^ 
But  er  men  diddin  this  caftill  founda 
It  paffith  not  ten  ddes  or  twelve 
Bot  it  was  tolde  right  to  nay  felve. 
And  as  the!  faide  right  fo  tolde  I  s 
He  kifte  the  Ro(2  privily ; 
Thas  (aide  I  now,  and  have  fiud  yois 
}  n*ot  where  he  did  any  more  a 
Why  ihottld  meniliie  me  fuche  a  thin^ 
If  that  it  bad  yben  gabbing  f 
Right  fo  fiude  I,  and  woU  faie  yet, 
Itiow^  Ilyid  not  ofst; 
And  with  my  bemis  I  woUblowe 
To  alU  neighbomY  arowe 
How  he  hfltUi  bothe  comin  and  gone. 

Thofpake  Falfe  Semblant  right  anone^ 
AU  is  nat  go^^  oift  of  doute 
Tliii  mca  Mk  IB  tbk  toMft  abMte  » 


Lay  no  defe  ere  to  my  fpeking, 
I  fwere  you.  Sir,  it  is  gabbing 
I  trow  ye  wotc  well  certainly 
That  no  man  lovith  him  tendirly 
That  faith  him  harme,  if  he  wotc  it^ 
All  be  he  ner  fo  pore  of  wit ; 
And  fothe  is  alfo  fikirly, 
This  know  ye.  Sir,  as  well  as  I, 
That  lovirs  gladly  wol  vifiten 
The  placts  there  ther  loavs  babiten : 
Thit  man  you  loveth  and  eke  honoureth, 
Thit  man  to  fervin  you  laboureth. 
And  dcpith  yon  hit  frende  fo  dere. 
And  this  man  makith  yon  gode  chere. 
And  every  where  that  he  you  meteth 
He  you  (suewoth'and  he  you  greteth  ; 
He  prefith  not  fo  ofte  that  ye 
Oughte  of  his  comiag  enoombrid  be  i 
There  prefin  othir  folke  on  you 
Ful  oftir  than  he  doxth  now; 
And  if  his  hert  him  ftrainid  fo 
Unto  the  RofS  for  to  go. 
Ye  ihould  htm  fene  fo  oftin  ncde 
That  ye  fliould  take  him  with  the  dede; 
He  coude  his  comming  not  forbere. 
Though  ye  him  thriHid  with  a  fpete  s 
ft  n'ere  not  than  as  it  is  now; 
But  truftith  well,  1  fwere  it  you. 
That  it  is  dene  out  of  his  Uwoght. 

Sir,  certis  he  ne  thinkith  it  nought. 
No  more  ne  doth  Faire  Wdcomi^g, 
That  fore  abyith  al  this  thing. 
And  if  thei  were  of  one  aflent. 
Full  fone  ywere  the  Roi^  ybent, 
I'ho  the  malgre  your*s  would  ybe. 

And,  Sir,  pf  o  thing  herkeneth  me  ; 
Sithe  ye  this  man  that  loveth  you 
Han  faide  fuch  harme  and  fliamd  now, 
Wittith  wdl  if  he  geffid  it 
Ye  maie  wtU  dentin  in  your  wit 
He  ne  wolde  nothing  love  you  fo, 
Ne  callin  you  his  frende  alfo. 
But  night  and  daie  he  wollln  wake 
The  caftill  to  diftroie  and  take, 
Yf  it  were  fothe  as  ye  deviCe ; 
Or  fome  man  in  fome  manir  wife 
Miehtlt  wamin  him  every  dele. 
Or  by  himielfe  percevin  wde. 
For  fithe  he  might  not  come  and  gone. 
As  he  was  whilom  wonte  to  done. 
He  might  it  fond  v?ite  and  fe. 
But  now  all  otfairwifo  wote  he. 

Than  have  we.  Sir,  all^ittirly 
Belcrvid  h^andjolily 
The  deth  of  helld  doutUeflc, 
That'thraUin  folke  fo  giltileife. 

Falfe  Semblant  fo  prpvith  this  thing 
That  he  ne  can  none  anlwering. 
And  feeth  alviraie  foche  apparaunce 
That  nigh  he  fd  an  repenuunce. 
And  (aid  him ;  Sir,  it  au^e  well  be; 
Semblant,  a  gode  man  femin  ye,. 
And  AbCtinence,  ful  wife  yc  feme; 
Ofo^talcotyoobotbeldane  : 


ps 


That  1 

Whic' 

So : 

TiUt 
That 
Antl 
1 
Th 
An 
Da 
At 
A 
F. 
F 


,^  «e«A0KT    OF    THE    ItOSK. 


.   *•  *^ 


.^  p-*t 


Than  hath  thy  prieft  parochiall. 
Though  he  thy  firende  he  fpcdail, 

1  have  availtage  in  o  wife. 
That  your  prektes  hen  not  fo  wife 
Nehalfe  fo  lettrid  asam  I ; 
I  am  Hcenfid  hWdUy 
In  diTinite  for  to  rede. 
And  to  confefflon  out  of  drede 

Yf  that  ye  wol  yon  now  confiefle. 
And  leve  yoor  iinnti  mox^e  and  leflet 
Without  ahode  knele  doune  anoo 
And  yon  flial  have  ahfolndoD. 


TROILUS  ^  CRESEIDE*, 


IN  FIVE   SOKES. 


B  O  K  £    I. 


Tu  4ouUc  forow  of  TroHus  to  telle, 
That  was  the  King  Friamus  fonne  of  Troy, 
Ip  loving  kc^  hb  aTenturis  felle 
From  wo  to  wek,  and  aftir  out  of  joy, 
Mj  pnrpofe  is  er  that  I  part^  froly, 
Thoa  Thefiphone  \  thou  heipe  me  t*endite 
This  woM  verfe,  that  wepin  as  I  write. 

To  the  I  ckpe,  thou  goddeiTe  of  tounnent, 
Thou  cruit  wight,  (browing  ay  in  paine  ! 
Hdp  me,  that  am  the  woful}  inftrument 
That  helpith  lovin  as  I  can  complaine  ; 
For  wel  fie  it,  the  foth^  for  to  laine, 
A  wolbl  wight  to  have  a  drery  fere, 
And  to  a  ibrowfoll  talc  a  fory  chere. 

I'or  I,  that  god  of  Lo^is  fenrauotes  ferve, 
Ke  dare  to  loTe  for  mine  rniUkeUncfle. 
Pnjin  for  fpede,  al  Jhould  I  therfore  fterft^ 
So  fcrrc  am  I  fro  his  hejpe  in  derkenefle; 
Bue  nathelefl*  iif  this  may  done  eladnefle 
To  any  lorir,  and  his  caufe  aTeue, 
Have  he  the  thanlbe  an^  mine  be  ibt  trsreile* 


«  In  this  bdca  Is  fhewed  the  ferveot  tnve  of  TroHut  to 
^cfcMe,  whom  h«  cajoyed  for  a  time,  and  her  grete  un* 
trothe  to  him  agalne  la  gtvtae  her  fdf  to  momalcs,  who 
m  the  end  did  fo  call  her  off  that  (he  came  to  crcte  milery. 
In  whkhe  affcourfe  Chaoca  UbcraUy  treteth  uT  the  divine 
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But  yc  tovirs  that  hathin  in  gladneflc^ 
Yf  any  drope  of  pite  in  you  be, 
Remembrith  you  of  paifid  hevineile 
That  ye  have  felte,  and  oo  the*  adveriite 
Of  otmr  fotke,  and  thinkith  how  that  ye 
Han  felte  that  t.ovd  durft  you  to^difplere 
Or  yc  ban  won  him  with  to  eret  an  efe* 

And  prayith  for  *hem  that  ben  in  the  oca 
Of  Troilns,  as  ye  may  aftir  here 
That  Love  'hem  bring  in  hevin  to  folace  ; 
And  eke  for  me  prayith  to- God  fo  dere. 
That  I  have  might  to  (hew  in  Ibme  manere 
Suche  paine  and  wo  as  Lov*is  folk^endure 
In  Troibis  unfely  avinture. 

And  biddith  eke  for  them  that  ben  difpeirt 
bi  love,  that^erir  will  recovered  be. 
And  ekd  for  them  that  falfely  ben  apeired 
Through  vnckid  tongis  be  it  he  or  fhe. 
And  biddith  God  for  his  benigntte 
So  graunt  'hem  fone  out  of  tms  world  to  pace 
That  b^  difpairid  out  of  I«ov*is  grade. 

And  biddith  cke  for  them  that  ben  at  ef^ 
That  God  'hem  graunt  in  love  pcrfeverauncOt 
And  fende  'hem  grace  ther  lovisfor  to  pleie. 
That  it  to  love  be  worihip  and  ple(aunce| 
For  fo  hope  I  my  felfe  bell  to  avaunce 
To  pray  (or  them  that  Iiov'is  fervauntes  bcj 
And  write^tbcr  W0|  and  live  in  ch«it«  \ 
T 
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And  for  to  have  of. them  compaflioun, 
As  thoygh  I  were  ther  ownd  brothir  dere. 
Now  herkenith  with  a  gode  enteucioun. 
For  now  wol  I  go  ftreight  to  my  matere. 
In  whiche  ye  may  the  double  forowet  here 
Of  Troilus  in  loving  of  Crefeide, 
And  how  flie  forfoke  him  er  that  (be  dei4e. 

It  if  wel  wift  how  that  the  Orckis  ftrong 
In  armit  with  ^  thoofand  ihippis  went 
To  Trpi^  wardis,  and  the  cite  long 
Befiegedin,  nigh  (en  yeret  ere  thei  ftent. 
And  how  in  ^vers  wife  and  one  entent,' 
Thg^raviihing-to  wrdte  of  Qneine  Hririnr, 
By  Paris  don,  thei  wrooghtin  all  their  peine. 

Now  fell  it  fo  thftt  Ik  tlia  tonne  there  Uni 
Dwelling  a  lord  of  grHautfabritci 
A  gret  divine,  that  depid  was  Calcas, 
That  in  that  fcience  fo*  experte  was  that  he 
Knew  wel  that  Troie  ibould  deftroyid  be. 
By  anfwere  of  his  god,  that  bight  wM  tltu« 
Dan  Phebus,  or  Apollo  Delphicus. 

So  whan  this  Calcas  kpeytJiJ  calcnling* 
And  eke  by  the*  anfwere  of  ^is  god  Apollo, 
,1*hat  Grekis  (hoiiidin  fuche  a  peple  bring 
Thorow  the  whiche  that  Troy  muft  be  fordo, 
He  cade  anone  out  of  the  toune  to  go. 
For  wel  he  wift  by  forte  (hat  Troi^  fliolde 
Diftroyid  be,  ye,  would  who  fo  or  n'olde^ 
.     Wherfore  for  to  departin  foftily         ^       r 
Toke  purpofe  ful  this  wight,  forknowing,  l^ife, 
And  to  the  Grekis  hbft  fol  privily 
He  ftale  anone,  and  thei  in  curteis  wife 
Didin  to  him  both  worfliip  and  fervice. 
In  truft  that  he  hath  conning  'hem  to  rede 
In  every  peril  which  that  was  to  drede. 

Grete  run^our  rofe  whaq  it  waq  firft  efpied    , 
,1n'  al  the  toune,  and  opinl^  was  fpoken 
That  Calcas  traitour  fled  w^j  and  alied 
To  them  of  Orece ';  and  cafte  wis  to  be  wroken 
Ob  him  that  imUIy  hath  hi»  fxith  to  broken, 
And  faid  that  he  and  al  his  kfnne  atones 
Were  worthy  to  be  brent  both  fell  and  bones. 

Now  had  this  Calcits  lef(e  in  this  mlfbhanncci 
XTnkno^ihg  of  tKi€  falfe  and  wicked  dede, 
A  doughtir  whiche  that  was  in  gtete  penaonce. 
And  of  her  life  (he  was  foil  fore  in  drede,       ; 
And  nc  wift  nevir  what  beft  was  to  rede ; 
And  as  a  widowe  ^as  {he  and  alorie,        ' 
And  n*i(fcto  whom  flie  ittight  ymake  her  mone. 

Crefeide  ywas  this  ladies  name  aright ; 
As  to  my  dome  m  al  Troy*ls  cite 
Moft  fairift  l^y,  pafthig  every  wighl ; 
So  angelilbe  (hone  her  natife  beaute 
That  like  a  thing  immortal  femid  (he. 
And  therwith  wsts  (he  fo  parfite  a  creture 
As  ih^'had  be  made  in  fcominjj  of  Natutc. 

This  la^y,  whiche  that  aldqy  herde  at  ere 
Her  fath!r*s  Jhame,  his  falfhed,  and  tr^ifoun, 
>ul  nigh  ctit  of  hkr  wit  for  forow*  and  fere, 
In  widowc's  habJt  large  of  famitc  broun, 
Bfforc  He^r  on  knee*  (he  fii!  atdoun, 
>Hft  mercy  bad,  her  fC'lfin  excufing 
^iUipitous  voice,  and  tcncMtly  wcfing. 


Now  was  this  Hedtor  pitous  of  nature. 
And  law  that  (he  was  forowfui  begone. 
And  that  (he  was  fo  faire  a  creture. 
Of  hisgndenefie  he  gladid  her  anone. 
And  (aidd.  Let  your  fathir-s  traiibn  gpoe 
IForth  with  mifchaunce,  and  ye  your  felf  in  joye 
Dwellith  with  |is  whilis  you  lift  in  Troye, 

And  al  the  honour  men  nay  do  you  have. 
As  ferforth  as  though  your  fothir  dwelt  here. 
Ye  (hoi  have,  and  your  body  (hul  men  lave. 
As  fer  as  1  may  ought  diquire  and  here. 
And  (he  him  thankid  with  fill  humble  chere. 
And  oftir  wokle  and  it  had  been  his  will, 
Aadtoke^hflf^,  wftnt-hwne^  sodlieliMferftflfc 

And  in  her  houfe  (he*  abode  with  facfa  meiiie 
At  til  her  Hphou^  nkd^  %af  for^  to  holde ; 
Aihhwhile  (be  Wi  dw^Hihg  in  that  cite 
She  kepte  her  eftate,  and  of  yong  and  olde 
Ful  wel  beloved,  and  wel  men  of  her  tolde ; 
But  whethir  that  (he  childnn  had  or  none 
I  rede  it:nat,  therfore  I  let  it  gone. 

The  thingis  fellin  as  thei  done  of  werre 
Bctwiiin  *hem  of  Troie  and  Grekis  ofea^  ~ 
For  fome  day  boughtin  thei  of  Troie  it  derrCa 
And  eft  the  Grekis  foundin  nothing  foft 
The  folk  of  Troie :  kad  thus  fortune  aloft 
And  undir  efte  gan  *hem  to  whelmin  bothe, 
Aftir  her  courfe,  aie  while  that  thei  wer  vtrrothc 

But  how  this  toune  came  to  di(hiiccioo 
Ke  filUith  not  to  purpofe  me  to  tel ; 
For , why  ?  it  were  a  long  digreifion 
Fro  my  matir,  and  yon  to  long  to  dwel ; 
But  the  Troy  an  jeftis,  all  as  thei  fel 
In  Omer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dite,  ^ 
Who  fo  that  can  may  rede  'hem  as  thei  write. 

But  though  the  Grekis  themofTroiem(kettei| 
And  ther  cite  befe&d  al  ab^ute,  '  - 
Ther  olde  ufiigis  n\)ldin  thei  not  lettc^ 
As  to  hbnduren  ther  goddis  ful  devoaU» 
But  aldirmol^in  honour  out  of  doute     * 
Thei  had  a  j^elidce  bight  Falladion, 
That  wap  ther  truft  abovinjeveriduMU 

And  fo  befell  whan  comin  was  the  timo 
Qf  Appriljff,  whan  dothid  is  the  mede. 
With  hewe  grcnc,  of  lufty  Ver  tbe  pnoqi. 
And  with  fwete  (meUiog  flouris  white  aod^eik 
tn  fondrie  wife  (hewid«,as  I  you  rede». 
The  folke  ofTroie  the^  obferva<icet  olde» 
Palladion  'is  feft,  went  for  t%hpld^ 
'    Unto  the  temple  in  all  ther  beft  wiie 
tn  general  went  every  maiiir  wight 
fo  herkin  of  Palladion's  fervice. 
And  naigily  inany  a  lufty  knight. 
And  miny'  a  lady  lre(h  and  niaiw  brfghi 
Ftdwell  bcfeyn  the  moft  meyn^  and  left 
Both  for  the  fefon  aod.fqr  the  hie  fcSU 

Among  thefe  othir  folke  w>s  Cr«ieid«t 
In  widdowe's  habite  blake  ;  but  nathi^ 
lUo^ht  as  our  firft  lettir  is  nfnr  an  A,^ 
In  beante  firft  fo  ftode  (he  makiles  ; 
Her  godely  lokinr  gkddidall  the  presf 
N*as  nevir  ffine  thmg  to  be  praifed  foderr^ 
Nor  undir  cloude  biake  fo  bright  a  ftnre 
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At  was  CreCside,  thei  fiddin  rvcrichone 
Thit  her  bchcMm  in  her  bUk^  wede  t 
And  yet  (he  fiode  fbl  Ume  snd  (111  alone, 
Bchinde  all  othir  £olke»in  Ktil  hrede. 
And  me  the  dose,  aye  iradir  fliam'itdrede. 
Simple  of  atire,  and  debomdre  of  chere. 
With  foil  aflnrtd  lokiag  and  nuuMre. 

Dan  Troihi%  a*  he  waavruut  to  gide 
Hit  yongd  kntgbctt,  ledde  *hem  np  and  douoe 
In  thUke  larce  temple  on  er^ry  fide. 
Beholding  aie  the  ladies  of  the  tnune 
Now  here  now  there,  for  no  derociomn 
Had  he  to  none  to  rerin  him  hit  reft, 
But  gan  to  praife  and  hckin  whom  he  left. 

Andiri  Ins  walk  fnl  Me  he  gao  to  Waiten 
If  knight  or  i^nyir  of  hit  company 
Can  for  to  (the,  or  let  hit  eyin  hnteB 
On  any  woman  that  hexonldeipiey 
Then  he  wonkl  (mile,  and  hold  it  a  folie, 
Andfay  hkn  that; O Lord!  ike ae|>ith ibfte. 
For  lore  of  the,  whan  thoo  tnmift  f  ul  ofte. 

I  hmre  berde  td  pardteox  of  yonr  living. 
Ye  loTJrt,  and  of  yonr  lende  oUervamice, 
And  whiche  a  labour  folke  have  in  winning 
Of  love,  and  an  the  keping  vtrfaiche  donuunce, 
And  wban  yonr  pray  t»  loft  wo  and  penaunce. 

0  very  fobs!  blinde  and  nice  be  ye, 
Ther  is  nst  ooecan  ware  by  otlur  be. 

And  ,with  that  worde  he  gan  caft  vp  hit  brawe 
Aicannce,  lo !  it  this  not  wifeiy  ifpoken  f 
At  whiche  the  god  of  l.ove  gan  lokin  rowe 
Right  for  difpite,  and  fiiope  him  to  be  ivroken ; 
He  kidde  anon  his  bowe  was  nor  to  broken, 
For  fodainly  he  httte  him  at  the  fall. 
And  yet  atpfoode  a  pecocke  can  be  pul. 

O  blindi  worlde !  o  blinde  entencioun ! 
How  oftin  filttth  al  tb*  efkAe  cantraire 
Of  fiin^odrie  and  fovle  preibmpoion  ? 
For  eaaght  Is  proode  and  canght  ii  dabonaire ; 
This  Troilns  it  tlombin  on  the  ftaire. 
And  litil  wenith  that  he  mote  difeende ; 
But «1  day failichthingthat  fblis wende. 

At  pmde  Bayard  beginnich  for  to  flcippe 
Oat  of  the  vray  (fo  prickith  him  his  corne) 
TOk  he  a  hflie  have  of  the  loog^  vrhippe,    t 
Than  thiakith  ht  thoogh  I  prannce  all  bcfome 
Firft  in  the  traife,  full  fatte  and  newt  iihome, 
Yet  am  f  bnt  an  borle,  and  hors  'is  lawe 

1  muft  endure,  and  with  my  feris  drawe: 

So  fared  it  by  this  fiers  and  proud^  knight ; 
Though  he  a  worthy  kiiig*is  fonnd  were. 
And  wenid  that  nothing  had  had  fuch  might 
Ayenft  his  wU  that  ftic.  Id  his  herte  ftere. 
Yet  with  a  lokehit hert  ywoxe  on  fire. 
That  he  that  now  was  moft  in  pride  above 
"Woze  fodainly  mofte  fufcjed  unto  love^ 

Forthy  mOUntfU  takith  of  thi»  man 
Ye  wile,  praade,  and  worthy  fblkis  all. 
To  Iknmin  Ijove,  vrhiche  that  fo  font  can 
The  fredome  of  your  hcrtis  to  him  thral  { 
For  evir  waa  and  evi/fliall  beCM 
That  Love  is  he  that  al  thingit  may  binde, 
far  00  Mtaa  maie  ford«  the  Uw  of  kiodo 
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That  thit  be  fothc  hath  prevtd  and  doth  yet, 
For  this  (trowc  I)  ye  knowin  al  and  fome, 
Men  redm  nat  that  folke  han  gretir  wit 
Than  thei  that  han  ben  moft  with  love  inome. 
And  ftrenfi^ft  folke  ben  therwith  ovircomc. 
The  worthyift  and  gretift  of  d«grc ; 
This  wat  and  is,  and  yet  man  (haV  h  fe. 

And  truiliche  it  fitte  well  to  be  fo, 
For  aldirwifift  han  therwith  ben  plefed. 
And  thei  that  han  ben  aldirmofte  in  wo 
With  love  han  ben  comfof  tld  moft  and  efed. 
And  oft  it  hath  the  cniill  herte  apefed. 
And  worthy  folke  made  worthyir  of  name. 
And  caufith  moft  to  dredin  vice  and  (hanie. 

Now  fith  it  may  nat  goddy  be  withftondr , 
And  is  a  thing  fo  vertuous  in  kinde, 
Ne  grudfi;ith  nought  to  Love  for  to  ben  bondf , 
Sithe  as  him  felvin  lift  he  may  you  binde ;  . 
The  yirdk  is  Setie  thmi  6&win  tml  and  x^iitde 
Than  that  that  hrift ;  and  theffofc  I  you  rede 
Folowith  him  that  fo  well  can  you  lede, 

9at  for  to  teltin  forth  in  fpeciall 
As  of  thb  king  *Is  fonne  of  whiche  I  tokle. 
And  levin  othir  thing  collatendl, 
Of  him  thinke  I  my  tale  forth  to  holde, 
Bothe  of  his  joye  and  of  his  caris  colde. 
And  all  his  werke  as  touching  this  UMtcrc, 
For  I  it  gan,  1  wol  therto  rcfcre. 

Within  the  temple  wenta  him  forth  playing 
This  Troilus  with  every  wight  about. 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  that  loking, 
Whercfo  flie  were  of  toune  or  of  without ; 
And  upon  cafe  befil  that  through  a  rout 
His  eye  ypercid,  and  fo  depe  it  went 
Til  on  Cr«foide  it  fmote,  dnd  there  it  fbnt. 

And  fodainly  for  wondir  wext  a(loned. 
And  gan  her  bet  beholde  in  thrifty  wife ; 
O  mercy,  Ood  {thought  he,  where  haft  thou  wonned^ 
That  arte  fo  faire  and  godcly  to  dcvife  ? 
Therwith  his  hert  began  to  fprede  and  rift, 
And  fofie  he  figbid,  left  men  might  hrm  here, 
And  caught  ayen  hi|  formir  plaving  cherc. 

She  n*as  nat  with  the  lefte  of  her  flaturc, 
But  al  her  limmis  fo  wel  anfwering 
Werin  to  vr<mianhode,  that  creature  * 

Was  nevir  lafte  mannii|Hi  in  fomilig^ 
And  eke  the  pur<i  wife  of  her  mcnitig 
She  ihewld  virel,  that  men  might  in  het  gefle 
Hont>ur,  eftate,  and  womanly  nobleife. 

Tho  Troilus  right  wondir  wd  withall 
Gan  for  to  like  her  mcnin  and  hef  chere, 
Whiche  fomdele  deignotfs  wai,  for  flie  let  fal 
Her  loke  a  lite  a  fide,  in  fuche  manere 
Afcauncis,  what  may  I  nat  ftondin  here  } 
And  aftir  that  her  lokmg  gan  file  lieht. 
That  never  thought  him  fene  fo  gode  a  fight 

And  of  her  loke  in  him  there  gan  to  quicken 
So  grccc  defire  atjd  fuche  aifedioun. 
That  in  his  hert  *is  bottom  gan  to  fticken 
Of  her  his  fixe  and  depe  imprclEoun ; 
And  though  he  erft  had  porid  up  and  donn 
Than  was  he  glade  his  hornis  in  to  fliriijkc  ^ 
Unncthis  wift  he  how  to  loke  or  Winkc, 
Vij 


»4o 


TROILUS   AND   CRESEIDS. 


Lo !  he  that  kte  him  felvb  fe  coDniog, 
And  fcornid  *hem  that  loy*8  painis  diien, 
"Wzt  ful  unware  that  Love  h^d  hU  dweUinf^ 
"Withiii  the  fubtil  ftremis  of  her  eyen, 
*rhat  fpdainly  him  thought  that  he  felte  dies 
Right  Tv^ith  her  loke  the  fpicite  in  hit  herte; 
3Icffid  he  |x>ve,  that  thus  can  folke  connate  1 

She  thus  in  blake  joking  to  Troilns 
Ovir  s4  thing  he  fto^  for  to  beholde^ 
But  his  defirc,  ne  wherefore  he  ftode  thqs, 
He  neithir  chere  m^de  ne  worde  thereof  tolde. 
But  from  aferre,  his  mapir  for  to  holde. 
Op  othir  thipg  fomtime  hie  lok^  he  faft, 
^d  efte  OD  her,  while  that  the  fervice  lt&. 

And  aftif  this,  pot  fully  all  awhaped^ 
f)ut'of  the  temple  efiliche  he  wente, 
Kepenting  him  thatevir  he  had  japed 
f>f  Lov*is  folke,  left  fpUy  the  difcente 
Of  fcome  fil  op  him  felf ;  hut  what  he  mcn(< 
Xiefte  it  were  wiiVe'on  apy  manir  (ide 
His  wo  he  g^ui  diiDmulin  and  hide. 

Whan  he  was  fro  this  temple  thus  departed 
He  ftreight  anppe  unto  his  palais  turneth; 
Right  with  her  lo^e  thprovgh  (hpttin  and  darteflf 
Al  frainith  he  in  Inde  that  he  fojourpeth, 
And  all  his  chere  and  fpeche  alio*  he  abnormeth. 
And  ai^  of  lArrUt  fervauntes  every  while, 
^^imfelfe  to  wrie,  at  -hem  he  gan  to  (mile, 

'  And  fiiyd.  Ah,'  Lord !  fo  ye  live  ^  ip  lufty 
Te  lovirs,  for  the  cotmipgift  of  you. 
That  fervithmoft  eptept&liche  and  heft,  > 
Him  tite  as  ofttp  harme  therpf  as  prowe ; 
Your  hire  is  qpite  ayeh,  ye,  God  Wotc  howe;, 
Kot  wel  for  wele,  But  IkorPe  fbr.gode  fervife ; 
Ip  &tthe  your  ordir  is  ru^ed  ip  gpde  wife« 

Ip  po  certaip»bep  your  ohferyaupces, 
Bnt  it  ip  a  few  ie\j  poiptis  be, 
Vt  notljipg  afketh  fo  gret  attepdauncey 
As  doth  ypur  laie, apdthat  kpowin  li  ye ; 
But  that  is  not  tht  worft,  as  mote  I  the, 
But  ^Ide  I  which  were  the  wbrft  point,  I  leyc, 
^  faide  I  fiothe,  ye  woldin  at  me  grere. 

But  ^e  this ;  that  ye  lovirs  ofte  efchewe, 
Prellisdoneofgode  etepciop,  ' 

Ful  ofte  thy  la4y  wol  it  puifecopftrewe* 
Apd  dcme  it  hvme  in  her  opinion, 
And  yet  if  (he  for  othir  enchefon 
Be  'wxffth,  then  (halt  thou  have  a  groip  anone  $ 
Lorde !  wel  is  him  that  piay  bepe  of  you  oue  \ 

But  for  al  this,  whap  that  he  fecth  his  time. 
He  held  nis  pees,  pop  othir  hpte  hiip  gaiped, ' 
For  I«ovc  begap  his  fethirs  fo  tp  lime, 
That  wel  unpeth  upto  his  folke  he  faiped 
That  othir  befy  pedis  him  diftraiped  : 
80  wo  was  him  that  what  to  done  he  n'ifl. 
But  byd  his  folke  tp  gppe  where  as  *hem  lift. 

And  whap  that  he  ip  chambre  was  alope  ' 
Ho  doupe  upop  his  bedd'is  fete  him  fette, 
Apd  firft  he  gap  to  fike  and  efte  togrone. 
And  thought  aie  oq  her  fo  withoutin  lette. 
That  as  he  fatte  ^nd  woke  his  fpirite  mette 
That  l^e  her  faugh  and  temple*,  and  all  the  wile 
Right  of  i^  kle,  and  gap  it  newc  avife. 


Thus  gan  he  make  a  mitronr  of  his  nunde, 
In  wbiche  he  (augh  all  wholly  her  figure. 
And  that  he  wel  coude  in  his  hert  yfinde 
It  w»s  to  him  a  right  gode  avinture 
To  lov^  (uche  one,  and  if  he  did  his  cure 
To  fervin  her  yet  hnigfat  he  £U  in  grace. 
Or  els  for  ope  of  her  fervapntes  pace : 

Imagiping  that  pe  travaile  por  gramc 
Ne  might  for  fo  godely  an  one  be  lome. 
As  (he  ne  him  for  his  defire  no  ihamc, 
Al  were  it  wifte,  bpt  in  prife  and  upborne 
Of  all^  lovirs,  wel  more  thap  befonie. 
Thus  argumeptid  he  ip  his  gippipg, 
Ful  upavifid  of  his  wocommipg. 

Thus  toke  he  purppfe  Lov*m  crafte  to  fewc, 
And  thought  that  he  would  worldn  privily,  ' 
Firft  for  to  hide  all  his  defire  in  mewe. 
From  every  wight  iborpe  all  uttirly. 
But  he  might  ought  recovered  hep  thethyy 
{lemembrtng  him  that  L^wt  to  wA  Ulnot 
Teii  Sittir/r^,  mUboi^  fnetefidt  ktJinBe, 

-  And  pre  al  this  fm  mokil  more  he  thought 
What  for  to  fpeke  and  what  to  hokiin  inne. 
And  what  to  artin  her  to  love  he  fought. 
And  pn  a  fonge  anope  right  to  beginpe. 
And  gan  Ipude  op  hif  f<tfowe  for  to  winne; 
For  with  gode  !u^  he  gap  fully  afiepte 
Creleida  for  to  love,  apd  npnght  repePte. 

Apd  of  his  fonge  pot  ooely  his  fentenc^, 
(As  write  mine  auAour,  calUd  LoHns) 
But  plaipely,  fave  our  tong'is  difference, 
I  dare  wel  £iy  inid  that  l>oilus 
Saied  ip  his  foPge,  io  I  every  word  right  tfaiq| 
As  I  ftial  faine,  apd  who  fo  lift  it  here 
Lo  1  pext  this  verfe  he  may  it  fipdin  here. 
Tbtfiiigt  tf  TfvUms  mt  rf  FHntrtht. 

If  PO  love  is,  o  Ood,  what  fele  I  foi 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  vrhiche  is  he} 
If  Ipve  be  gode  from  whence  comith  my  wo  I 
If  it  be  wicke  a  wpndir  thinkith  me. 
Whan  every  twrment  and  adverfite 
That  Cometh  of  him  inay  to  me  favery  thinke, 
for  aye  more  thurft  I  tbe  niore  that  I  drinke. 

Apd  if  that  at  miflte  own^  luft  I  breape, 
Fk'om  whepce  comith  my  wailing  and  my  pkinte 
If  harme  agre  me  whertp  plaipe  I  theoPe  f 
I  n*ot  nerc  why  unwery  that  I  fcinte. 
O  quicks  deth !  o  fwetd  harme  fo  quonte  \ 
How  may  I  fe  in  me  foche  quantite 
But  if  that  I  confente  that  it  fo  be  ? 

And  if  that  I  confepte  I  wropgfuUy 
Complaipe  iwis.  Thus  poflid  to  and  fro^ 
As  ftereleis  wight  is  in  a  b^te,  vn  I, 
Amidde  the  fe  atwixin  windis  two 
That  in  coptrarie  ftondip  evirmo. 
Alas !  what  is  this  wondir  nnaladie  \ 
'ioit  hete  of  colde,  for  colde  of  hete,  1  die* 

And  tp  (he  god  of  Love  thus  faytd  he 
With  pitous  yoice ;  O  Lorde  1  now  your'is  is 
My  fpirife,  y^hiche  that  oughtin  your'ia  be  \ 
You  thonke  I,  Lord,  that  hail  me  brought  to  this  ( 
But  whfthir  jioddeflTe  or-wcunan  iwis 
She  be  I  n'ot  whiche,  that  ye  do  me  (erve. 
But  as  her  man  I  wol  aie  |ivc  an^  ftcrvc» 
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Ye  (koodin  in  her  eyin  mii^tilf,  , 
As  in  a  place  untp  your  yertue  digne,    ' 
"Whcrfore  o  Jt-ord !  if  my  iervice  or  I 
May  Ukin  you,  fo  bethe  me  to  ben, 
^or  mine  ^ate  roysil  here  I  rcfigne    . 
Into  her  hoxi4e,  and  with  ful  hi^bk  chere 
Become  her  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere. 

In  Kim  ne  deigned  to  ipaiin  b)ode  rpy^   ,    , 
The  fire  oif  love,  wherefro  may  God  tne  blelTe ! 
Ne  him  forbare  in  no  degre  /or  all 
His  virtue  or. his  excellent  proweffe. 
But  belde  hioi  as  his  thrall  lovve  in  diftrefle* 
And  brenide  him  Xo  in  fondrie  wife  aie  newe; 
That  iixty  times  a  day  he  lofte  his  hrwe. 

So  mu  chill  daie  fro  daie  his  own^  thpught 
^or.  luile  to  her  ean  quickin  and  encrefe. 
That  everiche  ouiir  charge  he  fette  at  nought  t 
Foithy  ful  oftin,  h^s  hote  fire  to  ceie. 
To  iene  her  godely  loke  he  gan  to  prefer 
For  therby  to  ben  efid  wel  he  wende. 
And  aie  the  nere  he  was  the  more  hjc  breodt ; 

For  aie  the  ndre  the  fire  the  hottir  is. 
This  (trowc  I)  knowith  al  this  company  % 
But  were  he  fcrre  or  nqre  I  dare  iaie  this^ 
By  night  or  daie,  for  wiifedome  or  fohe, 
W%  hate,  whiche  that  is  his  breft*is  eyei 
Was  aie  on  her,  tjhs^t  fairir  vvas  to  fene 
Than  evir  vras  Helein  or  Polyxene. 

Eke  of  the  idate  there  palfid  nat  an  houre 
But  to  hinifelf  a  thoulande  times  he  faide, 
God  godely,  to  whom  1  fervie  and  ^boure 
As  beft  I  can,  now  would  to  God,  Crefeide^ 
xe  woiildin  on  roe  rue  er  that  I  diede ; 
My  dere  herte,aias  1  mine  hele,  and  my  hevlre^ 
And  life,  is  lofU  but  ye  woll  oil  me  rewe. 
.    All  othir  dfedis  werin  from  him  fledde 
Boche  of  th'  afliege  and  his  ialyacion, 
Ne'  in  his  defire  non  othir  fancy  breddt 
But  amraentesta  this  condufion^  . 
That  £e  on  him  would  han  coi|ipa(!ion^ 
And  he  to  ben  her  man  while  he  maie  dilre  s 
XjO  here,  his  life,  and  from  his  deth  his  cure. 

The  {harpe  ihouris  fell  of  armis  preve 
That  Hedor  or  his  othir  brethrin  didden 
Ne  mide  him  onely  therefore  onis  meve^ 
And  yet  washe,wher  fo  men  went  or  ridden^ 
Found  one  the  bfft,  and  lengifi  time  abiden 
Ther^  peril  was,  and.eke  did  fuche  travail 
In  armi«  that  td  thinke  it  was  mervaile. 

But  for  nbne  hate  he  to  the  Grekis  had, 
lie  aUb  for  the  refcous  of  the  toun, 
Ne  made  him  thus  in  armis  for  to  mad, 
But  onely  lo !  for  this  condufion^ 
To  likin  her  the  bet  for  his  renoun  i 
Fro  dSiie  to  daie  in  armis  fo  he  fpedde 
That  an  the  Orekb  as  the  deth  him  dredde. 

And  fro  this  forthe  tho  reft  him  love  his  flepe. 
And  made  his  mete  his  foe,  and  eke  his  forow 
Gan  muItipUe,  that  who  fo  tokd  kepe 
It  Ihewid  in  his  hewe  both  even'  and  morow 
Therfore  a  title  he  gan  him  to  borowe 
Of  othir  fickenefle,  left  men  of  him  wende 
That  th«  hottcfirc  of  cruiU  love  him  breode ; 


And  faaed  he  by  a  fevit  fired  amis  s 
But  how  it  was  certain  I  cannot  lay, 
)f  that  his  lallie  underftode  nat  this. 
Or  fainid  her  ihe  n*ift,  one  of  the  twele  % 
But  -vyell  jede  I  that  by  no  manir  weih 
Ne  femid  it  as  if  fhe  on  him  rougrht. 
Or  of  his  paine,  what  fo  evir  he  thought* 

But  than  yfelt  this  Trbilus  foche  wo 
That  he  was  wel  nigh  wode }  for  aie  his  drede 
Was  thl8,thatihe  fome  wight  had  lovid  fo 
That  ner  of  him  (he  would  han  takin  hede. 
For  whiche  him  thought  he  fdt  his  hert£  blede  % 
Ne  of  his  wo  ne  durft  he  nought  begin 
To  tellin  her  for  all  this  worlde  to  win. 

Qut  whan  he  had  a  fpace  left  from  his  care. 
Thus  to  himfdf  full  oft  he  gan  to  plain ; 
He  laied,  O  fole !  now  art  thou  in  the  fbaie 
T^t  w)iilom  japedift  at  lov'is  pain; 
Now  art  thou  hitnt,  now  gnaw  thin  ownd  chain  : 
Thou  wert  aie  woned  eche  lovir  reorchende 
Of  (hing  fro  which  thou  canft  nat  tne  defende* 

What  woll  now  every  lovir  iaine  of  the 
If  this  be  wift  }  but  er  in  thine  abfence 
Laughin  in  fcomc,  and  lain,  Lo !  there  goth  he; 
That  is  the  man  of  fo  grete  fapience. 
That  hdde  us  lovirs  lefte  in  reverence  : 
Now  thanked  be  God  he  maie  gon  on  the  dannco 
Of  'hem  that  Love.lifte  febly  to  avaunce : 

But  o  thon  virofui  Ttoilus !  God  would 
(Sithe  thou  muft  lovin  through  thy  deftine) 
That  ibou  befet  wer  of  foche  one  that  fhould 
tCnow  all  thy  Wo,  all  lackid  her  ptte  I 
But  all  fo  colde  in  loVe  towardisthe 
Thy  ladie  is  as  froft  in  wintir  mone. 
And  thou  fordon  as  Ihowe  in  fire  is  fone. 

God  would  I  were  arivid  in  the  p<»t 
Of  deth,  to  which  my  Ibrowe  woll  me  lede  i 
Ah,  Lorde !  to  me  it  were  a  grete  comfort. 
Than  were  I  quite  of  lansuifiiing  in  drede. 
For  by  my  hidde  forowe  iblowe  inbrede 
I  Ihall  bejapid  ben  a  thoufande  time 
More  than  that  fole  of  whofe  £oly  men  rime. 

But  now  hdpeOod,  and  ye  my  fwete,  for  whom 
I  plaine ;  iconght  ye  nevir  wight  fo  fail : 
O  mercie,  my  dere  herte  !  and  he^  me  from 
The  deth,  for  I  whUe  thae  my  life  miie  laft 
More  than  my  life  woll  love  you  to  my  laft; 
And  with  fome  frendly  loke  gladith  me,  fwete) 
Though  nevir  nothing  more  ye  me  behete. 

Thefe  wordis  and  full  many*  an  othir  mo 
He  fpake,  and  callid  evir  in  his  pleinte 
Her  name,  to  tellin  unto  her  his  wo. 
Till  nigh  that  he  in  ialu  t^  was  drcinte  : 
AU  was  for  nought ;  flie  herd  nat  his  compleiiit0| 
And  whan  that  he  bethought  on  that  folia 
A  thonfand  folde  his  wo  gan  muliplie. 

Bevrailing  in  his  chambir  thus  alone 
A  frende  of  his,  that  callid  was  Pandare, 
Qame  onis  in  unware,  and  herd  him  grane. 
And  fjiw  his  frend  in  foche  diftrefle  and  care  $ 
Alas !  (quod  he)  who  caufith  all  this  fare  I 
O  mercie  God !  what  unfaap  maie  this  mene  ? 
Haa  now  thus  fonc  the  Grekis  aude  you  Uod  ^ 
YHJ 
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Or  haft  thou  (bme  retnoTM  of  coafcicocc  f 
And  art  now  fall  in  (bme  devocioiui. 
And  wailift  £or  thy  iinne  and  thine  offence. 
And  haft  £or  ferde  ycoughtcootridoun  f 
God  fave  *hem  that  befiegid  han  our  toun. 
That  fo  can  laie  our  jolite  on  preiTe, 
And  bring  our  hiftie  folkc  to  holinefle ! 

Thefe  wordit  (aied  he  for  the  nonia  all, 
That  withfuche  thing hemight  him  angry  makte^ 
And  with  his  angre  doen  his  forowe  fidl 
As  for  a  time,  and  his  corage  awaken ; 
^ut  well  wiil  he,  as  ferre  as  tongis  fpeken. 
There  n*ai  a  man  of  grctir  hardineffe 
Than  he,  ne  more  ddGrid  worthinellc. 

What  cas  (quod  Tiollus)  or  what  aTinturs 
Hath  gidid  the  to  iene  me  languifliing. 
That  am  refufe  of  every  creture  ? 
But  for  the  love  of  God,  at  my  praying, 
*  Go  hence  awaie,  for  ccrtis  my  dying 
Woli  the  difcfe,  and  I  mou  nedis  deie, 
Thcrfore  so  waie ;  there  n'is  no  more  to  feie* 

But  if  thou  wcne  I  be  thus  ficke  for  dredc. 
It  is  nat  (b,  and  therelbre  fcorne  me  nbught; 
There  is  an  odiir  diing  1  take,  of  hede 
Wei  more  than  ought  the  Grekis  han  yet  wre^ighty 
Which  cauiie  is  of  my  dcth  for  ibrow  and  thoi^t, 
•But  though  that  I  now  tell- it  the  ne  lefte 
Be  thou  nat  wrothe ;  I  hide  it  for  the  befte. 

This  Pandare,  that  nigh  malt  for  wo  and  routh 
Ful  oftin  iaied,  Alas !  what  maie  this  be  ? 
Mow  Arende,  (quod  he)  if  evir  love  or  trouth 
Hath  ben  cr  thUhetwixin  the  and  me 
Ne  do  thou  nevtr  foche  a  cruilte 
To  hidin  fro  ^y  fiende  fo  grete  a  care; 
Woft  thou  not  well  that  it  am  1  Pandare  ? 

I  woU  partake  with  the  of  all  thy  paine ; 
If  it  fo  be  1  doe  the  no  comfort. 
As  it  is  ^nd*is  right,  fo  the  for  to  faine, 
To  euterpartin  wo  as  glad  difport 
I  have  and  ihall ;  for  true  or  foUe  report. 
In  wrong  and  right,  iloved  the  all  my  live ; 
Hide  not  thy  wo  from  me,  but  tell  it  blive. 

Than  gan  thisforewfoU  TroUus  to  fike. 
And  faicd  him  thus ;  God  leve  it  be  my  beft 
To  telUn  the,  for  fithe  it  maie  the  like 
Yet  woll  I  tell  it  the  tkiough  my  hcrte  breft. 
And  well  wote  I  thou  maieft  do  me  no  reft, 
Bctt  left  thou  deme  (hat  I  truft  nat  to  the  : 
Now  herkin  Ircnde,  fcir  thus  it  ftaat  with  me. 

Love,  ayenft  the  whiche  whofo  defendtth 
Him  felviA  mofte  him  ^irleft  avuilcth. 
With  difpeire  fo  forely  me  offenditfa 
That  ftrefgfat  unto  the  dcth  mine  hert  yfaileth, 
Thetf  o  d<%re  fo  bremiingly  me'  aflaikth 
That  to  ben  (lain  it  were  a  gretir  joie 
To  me  than  king  of  Orece  to  be  and  Troie. 

Suffiiith  this,  my  fuHy  £rende  Pandare, 
That  I  have  faied,  for  now  woteft  thou  my  wo, 
And  for  the  love  of  God  my  cold^  care 
So'htde  it  well,  I  tolde  it  ner  to  mo. 
For  harmis  mightin  folowen  mo  than  two 
If  it  were  wift ;  but  be  diou  in  gladneffe, 
Aidlet  Bc  ftcrve  unknowe  of  my  dtftrcfle. 


How  haft  thou  thus  unkindely  and  long 
Hid  this  fao  me,  thou  fole  ?  (quod  Pandams) 
Paraventure  thou  maieft  for  foche  one  long 
That  mine  avile  anone  maie  helpin  us. 
This  were  a  vrondir  thing,  (quod  Troilus) 
Thou  couldift  ner  in  love  thy  felfin  wiffe. 
How  devill  maieft  thou  bringin  me  to  bUffe? 

Ye,  Troilus,  now  herkin,  (quod  Pandare.) 
Though  I  be  nice,  it  happitfa  o&in  fo. 
That  one  that  of  axis  doeth  fuU  ill  fare 
By  gode  counfaile  can  kepe  his  frend  dierfro; 
I  have  my  felf  yfeine  a  Uinde  man  go 
There  as  he  fell  which  that  could  fokin  wide : 

A  whetftone  is  no  kerving  infirument. 
But  yet  it  makith  Iharpe  kei^g  toHs ; 
And  if  thou  woft  that  I  have  aught  mifwent 
Bfehne  thou  that,  for  fodie  thing  to  fohole  is. 
Thus  oftin  wife  men  ben  vrarin  by  fofis : 
If  thou  fo  do  thy  wit  is  well  bewajod; 
By  bit  soidrmry*  is  roery  tbimg  JitUrei, 

For- how  might  evir  fwetnefle  have  be  know- 
To  him  chat  nevir  taftid  bittimefle  ? 
No  man  ne  vrot  what  gladneffe  is  I  crovre 
That  nevir  was  in  forowe  or  fome  d^reffe  ; 
Eke  white  by  bladL,  by  ihame  eke  vrorthiacs  ; 
Eche  fet  by  othir  more  for  othir  femeth. 
As  mea  made  fene,  and  fo  the  wife  it  demeth. 

Sithe  thus  of  two  contraries  is  o  lore, 
I  that  in  love  fo  oftin  have  allayed 
Grevaunds  olight  to  connin  well  die  more 
pounfailin  the  of  that  thou  art  difoiaied. 
And  eke  the  ne  ought  not  ben  iU  apaied. 
Though  I  defirid  with  the  for  to  here 
Thine  hevie  charge ;  it  fhall  tfaeUffc  the  dere. 

I  wote  well  thai  it  farid  thus  by  me 
As  to  my  brothir  Paris  an  heirdeffe 
Whiche  that  ydepid  was  Oenone 
Wrote  in  a  complaint  of  her  hevineffe ; 
Ye  faw  the  letdr  that  flie  wrote  I  geffe. 
Naie,  nevir  yet  iwis  (quod  Troilus.) 
Now  (quod  Pandare)  herkinith,  it  was  thus. 

Phcebus,  that  firft  found  art  of  medicine, 
(Quod  fhe)  and  coud  in  every  wight*u  care 
Remedy*  and  rede  by  herbis  he  knew  fine. 
Yet  to  himfelf  his  conning  was  foil  bare. 
For  fove  had  him  fo  boundin  in  a  foare. 
All  for  the  doughter  of  the  King  Admete, 
That  all  his  craft  ne  coud  his  forowe  bete. 

Right  fo  fare  I ;  unhappily  for  me 
I  love  one  beft,  and  that  me  fmertith  forcf 
And  yet  paravinture  I  can  rede  the 
And  nat  my  ftlf ;  reprevc  thou  me  no  more, 
I  have  no  caufe  f  wote  well  for  to  fore 
As  doeth  an  hauke  that  tiftith  for  to  plaie. 
But  to  thine  helpe  yet  fomwhat  can  I  foic. 

And  of  o  thing  right  fikir  maieft  thou  be. 
That  certain  for  to  dyin  in  the  pain 
That  I  Audi  nevir  mo  difcovir  the, 
Ne  by  my  trouth  I  kepe  nat  to  reftrain 
The  fro  thy  love,  although  it  were  Helein, 
That  is  thy  brothir*s  wife,  if  I  it  wift. 
Be  what  (he  be,  and  love  her  as  the  lift. 
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.  'rlier^fbre'as  frendfyiiche  In  me  aflbre, 
And  4i41  me  platte  what  is  thine  encheibn 
And  final!  caufe  of  wo  that  ye  endure, 
For  <loiibtit%  tiotSung  mine  enteneion 
N'af  nat  to  fou  of  rcptehcnfion 
To  fpeke  at 'now,  for  no  wight  mate  bircvc 
A  man  to  love  tUl  that  him  lift  to  Icre. 

And  thtt^^fore  wetith  wel  that  both  ben  vtcis, 
Miftroftili  aH  or  eUia  all  beleve ; 
Bot  well  I  wote  (he  mene  of  it  no  vice  is, 
As  for  to  ^tfttftin  Tome  wigfat  is  a  preve 
Of  tUMith,  and  ferthy  wotild  I  fain  remere 
Thy  wrong  coneeipt,  and  do  the  fome  wight  thift 
Thy  wo  to-teH,  and  tell  me  if  the  luft. 

The  wife  fateth,  Wo  is  him  that  is  alone, 
For  and  he  hb.  he  hath  none  helpe  to  rife  ; 
And  fithe  thon  haft  a  felowe  tell  thy  mone,' 
Forthkneisiionght  certain  the  next  wife 
To  winntn  love,  as  tediin  as  die  vf  ife. 
To  waile  and  wepe  as  Kiohe  the  qnene; 
Whofe  teris  yet  ih  marble  ben  ifene. 

Uet  he  thy  weping  and  thy  drerineiTe; 
And  let  Of  kffin  wo  with  othir  fpeche, 
So  maie  thy  woftiU  tin^  femin  the  leffe ; 
Delidth  dcAi^t  in  wo  ihy  wo  to  feche. 
As  doeli  theK  €»irs  that  ther  forowes  eche 
With  forowe  whao  thei  han  mifavinture,- 
And  litfUn  nought  to  fediin  othir  cnre. 

MteiUne,  TV  wntthtu  tmijhlaatt 
To  b^ve  mm  otbtrfeiotoe  in  bit  paint; 
That  ought  frefl  to  ben  our  opinion, 
For  we  bothe  dion  and  I  of  l<fve  do  pfadn ; 
So  fitU  of  CoroWe  am  I,-fothe  to  faine,  « 

That  certafnlt  as  now  tto  more  hard  gi'ace 
liiilaiefk^n  ttte ;  for  why  ?  there  is  no  fpace; 

Yf  God  Wol  fhon  ait  nought  agaft  of  mc 
I«eft  I  would  oC  thy  lady  the  begile  ; 
Tho«i^iM>ft  *y  fclf  whom  that  I  loVc  parde, 
Aa  I  heft  tian,  gon  fithin  longd  while, 
Andihhe  thoii  woft  I  do  it  for  no  wile, 
And  fidie  I  «m  he  that  thon  tmftith  moft, 
Tel  me  fomwhat,  fens«l  my  wo  thou  wofte. 

Tet  Tt<Sbn  for  al  this  no  wotde  fiaide. 
But  long  he  kie  tfft  ftill  as  he  ded  were, 
And  iftir  this  with  fUng  he  abradde, 
Aad  to  "Findanis  voice  he  lent  hiK  ere, 
And  np  fafe  den  taft  he ;  and  than  in  fere 
Was  4^aodBms  Icftc  that  in  »  ftenfcye 
lie  ihcMd  vfid,  or  elHi  fon^  deye ; 

^AsiA  -flid, Awake,  full  wohderliche  and  ftai^ 
What  iloinbrift  dion  as  hi  a  lethargy  ? 
Or  art  thoti  like  an  afle  unto  the  harpe. 
That  herkh  foun;  whan  men  the  ftf  ingis  ply, 
Sut^  his  mind  of  that  no  melodie 


\  finlin  him  to  gladin,  for  that  he 
So  dull  is  in  hisbeftialite  ? 

And  with  this  Hndare  of  his  wordis  ftent, 
But  Thnlis  to  him  no  thing  anfwcrde ; 
For  why  ?  to  tellin  was  nooght  his  entert 
Her  to  DO  man  for  whdm  that  he  fo  ferde, 
For  it  »  (M,  Min  rnsUn  •fit  myertU 
Witk  wiiM  tbemakir  is  blmfeifi  ibeiin 

la  Un4nc  mtdt,  ii  theft  wife  men  creten. 
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And  namHiche  in  hh  counfaile  telling 
That  touchith  love,  that  oiight  to  ben  fecre. 
For  of  himfclfc  it  Wofi  inotigh  out  fpring, 
But  if  that  it  the  bet  gorcrnid  be  ; 
Eke  fomtime  it  is  craftc  to  feme  to  Be 
Fro  thing  which  in  elleAe  men  huntin  faftc : 
Al  this  g:in  Troilus  in  his  herte  calle. 

But  nathflcffe  "whan  he  hadherde  him  crifc 
Awake,  he,  gan  to  fikij  wondir  fore. 
And  fayd,  My  frende,  although  that  ftill  Hit  '  * 
I  n*am  not  dcfc ;  now  pcce,  and  crie  no  more," 
For  I  have  hcrde  thy  wordis  and  thy  lore. 
But  fuffir  me  my  fortune  to  bewailen, 
*For  thy  proverbis  may  nought  mc  avaflen ; 

Nor  othir  di^e  ne  canft  thou  none  for  me. 
Eke  1  n^  not  ben  curid';  I  woll  die  : 
What  knowin  I  of  the  (jwenc  Niobe  f 
Let  be  thine  oMe  enfamplis,  I  the  ptcy. 
No,  frende,  (quod  Sudanis)  thcrforc  1  fey 
£luche  ir  dclite  of  foils  to  bcwcpe 
Ther  wo,  but  to  fdcin  bote  thd  ne  kepe. 

Now  loiow  I  that  there  rcfon  in  the  feilcth; 
But  tcUith  me,  if  1  wifte  what  (he  were 
For  whonte  that  the  al  tniikvinture  aileth 
thirftd  thou  truft  that  1  tolde  it  in  her  ere 
Thy  wo,  fith  thou  darft  not'thy  fetfe  for  fcre^ 
And  her  belbught  on  the  to' ban  fome  rduthe  ?   » 
Why  n^y,  (quod  he)  by  CJod  and  by  my  ti6uthc'? 

What !  not  as  be^y  (quod'Pandarus) 
.^s  though  mine  owne  life  lay  In  this  nede  ? 
Why  no,  parde,  ISir,  (quod  this  Troilus.) 
And  why  f  For  that  thou  Ihouldift  nevir  ipede'. 
Woft  thou  thit  well  ?  Ye,  that  is  Out  of  dredcy 
(Quod  Troilus)  for  all  that  er  ye  connc 
She  wol  to  no  fuche  wretchc  as  1  be  wonne, 

(<^od  Pandarus)  Alas !  ^hat  miiy  thisbe 
That  thon  difpairid  art  thus  caufilefle  ? 
What  f  Irrcth  nat  thy  lady  ?  Benedieite  ! 
How  woft  thou  lb  that  thou  art  gracileffe  t 
Suche  evil  is  not  afwaie  bot^cffe ;  , 

Why  put  not  thus  impoflible  thy  cure, 
Sithe  thing  to  come  is  ofte  hi  srvinture  ? 

I  grauntin  well  that  thou  endurift  wo 
As  iharpe  as  doth  he  Titvus  in  hell, 
Wh<Jic  ftorfial^e  foulis'tinn  cvlr  mo 
That  hightin  Vulturis,  as  bokis  tell ; 
But  I  may  not  endurib  that  thou  dwell 
In  fo  unfkilfiil  an  opinion 
That  of  thy  wo  n*b  no  curation } 

kut  onis  nTlt  thou  for  thy  cowarde  bcrte. 
And  for  thine  ire  and  folifti  wilfulnefle, 
For  wantruft  tellfn  of  thy  forowe*  fmerte, 
Ne  to  Mne  o-wml  helpe  do  hefinefre 
As  moche  as  fpeke  a  wordc  ye  more  6r  Icflc, 
But  lieft  as  lie  that  of  life  nothioz  retche  : 
What  woman  living  coude  love  fuche  a  wretched 

What  may  fhe  demin  othir  of  thy  dethe, 
Yf  thouthiis  die,  and  (he  n'ot  whv'it  is, 
But  that  for  fere  isyoldm  im  thy  hretbfe 
For  Ofekis  ban  beliegid  us  fwis  ? 
Lord !  Which  a  thanke  (halt  thou  have  than  tl  thU 
ThtCs  wol  (he  faine,  and  altbe  toune  atones» 
The  ^rcteh  is  dcdj  the  dJvd  hive  hSi  bones. 
Y  iiij 


^ 


fKOlLVS    AAD   CRtSEIBt. 


jUrA 


Thou  maifte  alone  her  vepe,  and  crie,  and  knele^ 
And  love  a  woman  that  ihe  wote  it  nought. 
And  file  wol  quite  it  that  thou  ihak  not  fek, 
tJnknow  unkiftyand  loft  thatit  onfought; 
t^That !  many  a  maniiath  lore  ful  dere  abooght 
Twenty  wintir  that  his  lady  ne  wifte^ 
*rha't  netrier  yet  his  ladie's  monthe  he  ^ifie. 

What  i  ihould  he  therfore  £dUn  in  difpairei 
Or  he  recresunte  for  his  own^  teoe. 
Or  (lain  himfelf,  all  be  his  ladie  fiiire  ? 
Naie,  naie ;  but  er  in  «ne  Ik  freih  and  grene, 
To'ferre  and  love-ay  his  dere  hertls  quene,' 
And  thinke  it  is  a  guerdone  her  to  ferve 
A  thouiande  felde  more  than  he  can  deferve. 

And  of  that  word^  toke  hede  Troilus, 
And  thoag^  anoAe  what  folie  he  Was  in. 
And  how  that  fothe.  him'  tiyid  l^andarus. 
That  for  to  flaen  himfelf  inight  he  not  winy 
But  bothe  io  doen  unmanhode  and  a  finne. 
And  of  his  deth  hh  ladie  nought  to'wite. 
For  of  his  wo  God  wo^  (he  knewe  full  lite. 

And  with  that  thought  he  gan  ful  fore  to  fikei 
And  faied,  Alis  f  what  is  me  heft  to  doe  i 
To  whom  Pandare  anfwerid.  If  the  like . 
The  heft  is  that  thou  teU  me  all  thy  wo,* 
And  have  my  trouth  but  if  thou  find  it  fo 
,  1  be  thy  bote  or  that  it  ben  full  long 
tfo  pecis  doe  me  ^we  and  fithin  hong. 

Ye,  fo  faicft  thou^  (quod  Troilus)  aht ! 
But  God  wot  it  is  naught,  the  rathir  fo 
Pull  jiard^  it  were  to  helpin  in  this  caas. 
For  well  fiinde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  fo, 
Ke  an  the  men  that  ridin  con  or  go 
Male  of  her  cruill  whele  the  harme  withftond^ 
For  as  her  lift  flMf  plaieth  with  fre  and  bond. 

(Quod  Pandarus)  Than  blaniift  thou  Fortune 
For  £ou  art  wr6th  ye  now  at  erft  I  fe ; 
"Woft  thou  not  wel  that  Fortune  is  conunune 
To  every  manir  wight  in  fome  degre  i 
And  yet  thou  haft  udi  comfort,  lo !  parde. 
That  as  her  joyis  motin  ovirgone . 
fio  mote  her  forowes  pafBn  everichone. 

For  if  her  whele  ftint  any  thing  to  tourne 
Than  ceftth  fte  fortune  anone  to  be  $ 
l^ow  fith  hei'  whele  by  no  waie  maie  fijjouni 
iVhat  woft  thou  of  her  mutabilite  ? 
Kight  as  thy  ielf  hil^  ftie  WoU  done  by  the. 
Or  that  ihe  be  nought  ferre  fro  thine  helping, 
Paravinture  thou  haft  caufe  for  to  iine. 

And  therfore  Woft  thou  what  I  the  beieche  ? 
l«t  be  thy  wo  and  tourningto  the  ground. 
For  who  fo  lifts  have  heling  of  his  teche 
To  him  bihovith  firft  tinwrie  his  wounde  ; 
To  Cerberus  in  hdU  aie  be  I  oound, 
"Were  it  eke  for  my  (uftir  all  thy  foro#e, 
By  my  gode  will  (he  Ihould  be  thine  to  rt«rowe, 

lioke  up  I  (aiei  and  tell  me  what  flie  it 
Anone,  that  I  maie  gone  about  thy  node. 
Know  I  her  aueht  1  Sow  my  love  tell  me  this^ 
Than  would  I  nope  the  raUiir  for  to  fpede. 
Tho  gan  the  vesne  of  Troilus  to  blede. 
For  he  was  hit,  and  woie  all  redde  for  (hatne. 
Aha  \  (^uod  iaadtf  &}  h^rc  hqpniuth  game. 


And  with  that  worde  he  ^m  him  for  to  ftake. 
And  faaed  him  thus ;Theie,thoufliak her  namcteE: 
But  tho  gan  fely  Troilus  for  to  quake. 
As  though  men  flumld  han  had  hia  into  hfl. 
And  faied,  Alas !  of  all  my  wo  the  WfU 
Than  is  my  fweti  foie  calUd  Grefeide  } 
And  well  nigh  with  that  word  for  fere  he  dcsdc^ 

And  whan  that^andare  herd  her  nara^  nevea, 
j!x>rde  1  he  was  gfiS,  aad,(ayid,Frend  fb  dere,- 
Now  fare  a  right,  (or  Jav*isname  in  heveti 
Love  hath  befet  the  well »  be  of  gode  chere^i 
For  of  gode  name,  and  wifedom,aBd  maacrc. 
She  hath  inough,  and  eloe  of  gentilineife  : 
U  (he  be  fsire  thou  woft  thy  felf  I  gefte* 

Ne  nevir  feie  I  a  more  bounteous 
Of  her  eftate,  ne  gladdir,  ne  of  fp^ehe 
A  frendlicr,  ne  none  more  gracious 
For  to  doe  well,  ne  lafle  had  nede  to  fechct 
What  for  to  doen,  and  aU  this  bet  to  eche 
In  honour  to  as  ferre  as  ihe  may  ftretdie  : 
A  king*is  herte  femith  by  her's  &  wretche. 

And  forthy  loke  of  goide  comfoite  thoo  be« 
For  certainly  the  firft^  pointe  is  this  « 
pf  noble  corage,  and  wele  ordaine  the 
A  man  to  have  pece  with  himfelfc  iwis  ; 
So  oughtift  thou^  for  nought  but  gode  it  i» 
To  lovin  wel  and  in  a  worthy  place  ; 
The  ought  not  to  clepin  it  happc  but  grace. 

And  alfo  thinke,  and  therwith  gladdia  thcy 
That  iith  thy  lady  vertuous  isaU, 
So  foloweth  it  tliat  there  is  fome  pite 
Amongis  all  thefe  cthur  in  generall. 
And  for  thei  fe  that  thou  in  fpedall 
ftequirift  noi^ht  that  is  ayen  her  nanw,- 
For  Vertue  ftretchith  nothimielfe  toihaoi^ 

But  wel  is  me  that  evir  I  was  borne 
That  thou  befet  art  in  fo  gode  a  place,' 
For  by  my  trouth  in  k>ve  I  durft  have  fpirofae 
The  fiiould  nevir  have  tidde  §o  iaase  a  grace  ; 
And  woft  you  why  I  for  thou  were  wont  to  chsoD 
At  Love  in  fcome,and  for  difpite  him  call 
^nt  Idiote,  lord  of  thefe  foils  all. 

How  oftin  haft  thou  madin  thy  nice  japetl 
And  faied  that  Loy^'is  iervauntet  evericbone 
Of  nicete  ben  very  godd'is  apcs^ 
And  fome  dfthcm  would  monche  ther  mete  aloBC 
l^i^i°g  A  bedde,  and  make  liem  for  to  groac* 
And  fome  thou  ^idift  had  a  blaunche  ievcr^ 
And  praidift  God  thei  ihould  nevir  kevere ; 

And  fome  of 'hem  toks  on  'hem  for  the  «oM 
More  than  inough ;  to  iaidiil  thou  full  ofik. 
And  ibme  han  fainid  o^tin  time,  and  toldc 
How  ^lat  thei  wakin  whan  thei  ftepin  foft. 
And  thus  thei  would  have  let  'heat  ielf  akift« 
And  nath^leffe  were  uhdir  at  the  kile  : 
Thus  iaidift  thou,  and  japidift  full  fafte. 

Yet  faidift  thou  that  for  the  moti  part 
Thefe  lovirs  wouldin  fpcke  in  generall. 
And  thoughti^  that  it  wa^  a  iikir  art 
For  failing  for  to*  aiTayin  ovir  all : 
Now  maie  I  jape  of  the  if  that  I  ihalljf 
But  nathelelTe  although  that  I  ftioulddta 
Thou  art  none  of  tho  I  dare  wcU  kiw 
I 
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Kow  1>^  tliy  breftfind  faie  to  god  of  Lore,' 
Tl^  grace,  o  Lordt  for  now  I  me  repent 
li  I  fluflxMice,  for  dow  my  felf  I  lore ; 
Thus  £ue  with  all  thine  hert  in  gode  entent* 
(Quod  Troilas)  Ah,  Lorde !  I  me  conielit. 
And  priie  to  the  my  japis  thou  foryeve. 
And  I  ho  more  will  jape  while  that  I  live. 

Thon  fakft  well,  (qaod  Pandare)  and  now  I  hope 
That  thou  the  godd'it  wrath  haft  al  ^efed ; 
Aod  fithin  thoQ  haft  weptin  many'  a  drope. 
And  faid  foch  thing  wherwith  thy  god  ia  plefed. 
Now  would  God  netir  but  that  thoa  were  efed. 
And  thinke  well  (he  of  whom  reft  all  thy  WO  ^ 
Hereaftir  miie  thy  comfort  ben  alfo. 

For  thtike  ground  that  berith  the  we^it  wickc 
Bereth  eke  theiie  wholfome  herbia  at  fuH  oft,. 
Aod  noxte  to  the  fouie  nettle  rough  and  thicke 
The  rofe  yweiith  fote^  and  fmothe,  and  foft, 
Aud  next  the  valey  is  the  hill  aloft. 
And  next  the  derk^  ^igfat  is  the  glad  morowe^ 
And  aUb  joie  U  next  the  fine  of  forowe. 

Now  UAtc  that  well  attelnpre  be  thy  br ide^ 
And  for  the  beft  ate  f u£fre  to  the  tide^ 
Or  clHa  an  our  labour  is  on  ideli : 
Be  hajtitb  vfditBai  wifihf  can  abUij 
Be  dili^;ent  mnd  true,  and  aie  wdl  Hide :' 
Be  hiftic,  fre :  perfever  in  ferrife. 
And  all  is  well  if  thou  Werke  in  this  wife  S. 
But  he  that  jpaftid  b  in  every  place 

Is  no  where  whole,  as  writin  derkis  wife ; 
What  woodir  is  if  foche  one  have  no  grace  ? 

£ke  woft  thou  how  it  fareth  of  fome  fervife  \ 

As  plant  a  tre  or  herbe  in  fondrie  wife, 

And  on  the  moroWe  pull  it  up  as  bfire,  , 

No  woadir  it  though  it  male  nevir  thrive^ 
And  fith  the  god  of  Lotc  hsith  the  beftowed 

In  place  digne  unto  thy  worthineiTe, 

Stctide  faft,  for  to  a  gode  port  haft  thou  fowcdj 

And  of  thy  felf  for  any  herincfte 

Hope  alwaie  well ;  for  but  if  drerinefle 

Or  orirfaaft  doe  our  bothe  labour  (hende 

I  hope  of  this,  to  makin  a  gode  ende. 
Aod  woft  thon  why  ?  I  am  the  lafle  afered 

Of  this  toatter  with  my  nece  for  to  trete. 

For  this  have  I  herd  (aie  of  wife  and  lered, 

Vas  nerir  mfto  or  woman  yet  beyete 

That  was  nnspt  to  fuftre  knr'is  hcte 

Celeftiall,  or  ellis  love  of  kinde ; 

Forthy  fome  grace  I  hope  in  her  to  finde« 
And  for  to  fpeke  of  her  infpeciall. 

Her  beauite  to  bethinkin  ana  her  youthe, 

b  fit  her  nought  to  ben  cekftiall 

As  yet,  thou^  thSit  her  both8  lift  and  kouthe; 

Aod  truily  it  fit  her  well  right  nouthe 

A  wqrthie  knight  to  lovin  and  cherice, 

Aod  but  (he  doe  I  holde  it  for  a  vice. 
Wherfore  I  am  and  woll  be  aie  redy 

To  painin  me  to  do  you  this  ferrice. 

For  bothe  of  yoo  to  plefin ;  this  hope  I 

Hereaftirwardit,  for  ye  ben  bothe  wife, 

Aod  connin  counfaile  kepe  in  foche  a  wife 

That  no  man  ihall  the  wifir  of  it  be  ^ 

Aod  lo  wc  flwuc  ben  gladdid  aU^  thre* 
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And  by  my  tnmth  I  hare  right  noiw  of  th0 
A  gode  conceit  in  my  wit  as  I  gefie. 
And  what  it  is  I  woll  now  that  thou  it  f 
I  think  thait  fithid  Love  of  his  godenefie 
Hath  the  coavertid  out  <tf  wttckidneffe 
That  tkou  fiialt  ben  the  beftd  poft  I  levo 
Of  all  his  laie,  and  mofte  his  £otn  greve. 

EofiiAipk  why,  £e  now  thefe  gretd  clerice% 
That  ernn  aldirmofte  ayen  all  lawe, 
And.  ben  convertid  from  ther  wickid  werloes 
Through  grace  of  Ood,  that  left'hcmtohimdrawt^ 
Than  amethei  £olk  that  hanmoft  Ood  in  awe. 
And  ftrengift  Jsithid  ben  I  undirftonde. 
And  con  an  errovr  aldirbeft  withftonde. 

Whan  Troilos  had  herde  Pandare  afieated 
To  ben  his  helpe  in  loving  oiCrefeide 
He  wext  of  wo,  ai  who  faith  udturmented^ 
But  hotfeir  wext  his  love;  andthan'be  (aide 
With  fobre  chere^  as  though  kis  kerte  yplaide^ 
Now  blisfuU  Venus !  helpe  er  that  I  fterve. 
Of  the,  Pandare,  1  now  fome  thanke  deferve. 

But,  der^  frende,  how  flial  my  wo  be  kfie 
TiH  this  be  doner?  and,  gode  now,  teH  me  thia^ 
How  wolt  thou  £iineof  me  and  my  diftrefle. 
Left  file  be  wroth  ?  thi»drede  I  moft  iwis» 
Or  woi  not  herin  alhow  that  it  is : 
Ai  this  drede  I,  and  eke  for  the  manere 
Of  the  her  eme  file  n'U  no  fuche  thing  here# 

f  Qt^  Pandarus)  Thou  haft  a  ful  grete  care 
Left  that  the  chdrle  may  fal  out  of  the  mate^ 
Why,Lorde!  Ihateof  the  the nici  faie ;: 
Why  entremete  of  that  thou  haft  to  done  ? 
For  Godd*is  loye  I  bid8  the  a  bone ; 
So  let  me'  alone,  and  it  fliai  be  thy  beft* 
Why  ,frende,  (quod  he)  than  done  right  as  the  left  % 

But  herke,  Pandare,  o  worde,  for  I  ne  wolde 
That  thou  in  me  wendift  fo  grete  IbUe 
That  to  my  bdy  I  defiiin  ikolde 
That  touchith  harme  or  iay  vilanie. 
For  dredilcfle  me  were  levir  to  die 
Than  file  of  me  aught  ellis  underftod^ 
But  that  might  yfownin  into  gode. 

Tho  lough  Pandare,  and  anon  anfwerde , 
And  I  thy  borow*  ?  fie  !  no  wight  doth  but  fiy  s 
I  ne  raught  not  although  file  ftode  and  herde 
How  that  thou  faicft :  but  £arewel,  I  wol  go  s 
Adieu  \  be  glad  :  God  fpede  us  both^  two  i 
Yevc  me  this  labour  and  this  bufinefle 
Ajid  of  my  fpede  be  thine  al  the  fwetnes. 

Tho  Troilus  on  knees  gan  doune  to  fall, 
(And  Pandare  in  his  armis  hente  him  faft) 
And  faide,  Nowe  fie  upon  the  Orekis  all  I 
Yet  parde  God  fiial  helpin  at  the  laft» 
And  dredikfie  if  that  my  life  may  laft. 
And  .God  tofome,  lo  \  fome  of  *h^  flial  finccte ; 
And  yet  me  athinketh  that  this  avaunt  m'afterte. 

And  now,  Pandare,  I  can  no  mori  fay. 
But  thou  wife,  thou  woft  thou  maift :  thou  art  al; 
My  life,  my  deth,  hole  in  thine  hoode  I  lay, 
Helpe  me  (quod  he.)  Y\es,  by  my  trouth  I  fliaL 
God  yelde  the,  frende,  and  this  in  fpedal, 
(Quod  Troilus  that' thou  m^  recommatmde 
To  her  that  may  n^e  to  the  deth  coinBuiuide« 


M^ 


TftdlLirS   AND   CR1E8EIDX 


Jkkt 


'AbPuidaro  tho,  def  tout  to  fenpc 
Hit  fill  £rend2,  tho  fiiide  in  ^lit  mtnere^ 
FarWcl,  aod  thioke  I  wol  thy  tfaaoke  defierre. 
Have  hece  mytrmitli,  aodthatthoB  ftiatelf cflfagfC ; 
And  went  ha  way  tUnkiBg  on  tfaat  oatfte, 
And  how  he  heft  m%lither  heiedte  of  gnce. 
And  find  a  lefbre  thoto  and  a  pkce. 

Fm*  every  wiglit  that  hath  a  hotife  Co  fotod 
He  rennith  nat  the  werkefor  to  heginae 
With  nidi  hoBde,  hot  he  wd  bide  a  ftoand, 
,  And.  feode  hit  hcit*it  line  out  fro  witlaa. 
That  aJdirfifft  hit  fwmpbk  for  to  wimic,- 
At  thit  Pandamt  in  hu  hert'it  thought 
Did  caft  hit  wcike  ftdi  wifely  er  he  wre«g;ht. 

Bnt  TTOdat  lay  tho  no  leagir  doon,  . 
But  op  aneo  sat  upon  hit  ftede  base. 
And  in  the  Inde  he  playid  the  Honn ; 
Wo  wat  thatiOreke  that  with  faiin  met  that  4>ue: 
And  IB  tiie  tdule  hit  manir  tho  fbkthe  ale 


So  godely  waa^  and  gat  hita'ro^n  graiS^ 
That  eche  him  loved  that  kOud  in  hit  lace. 

For  he  becamin  the  moftfrendly  wight. 
The  geotiUft,  and  eke  the  mofU  fre. 
The  truiiyift,  and  one  the  bdl^  knigfat. 
That  in  hivtisie  wat  or  eUit  might  be  : 
Ded  were  hit  j^it  and  hit  crnilce, 
Ded  hit  high  porte  and  all  his  manir  ftrttznge, 
And  eche  of  iieaii  gan  for  a  vertiK  chaimgc. 

Now  kt  ut  IHnt  of  Troilus  a  fiotfnde» 
That  ferith  like  a^xnan  diat  hurt  fs  fore. 
And  it  fomdele  ofiddng  of  his  wontidc 
Ylefiid  wiel,  hot  helid  no  dele  more. 
And  at  an  eiy  padent  the  lore 
Abite  o^hhh  thatgoth  about  hit  core. 
And  thus  he  driviUi  forth  hit  avioture. 
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Ovr  of  thefis  Uacke  wmtU  let  oi  laUe, 
0  winde,  o  winde  1  the  wedir  ginnith  clere« 
For  io  the  lb  the  bote  hath  luche  travaile 
Of  my  conning  that  iinneth  I  it  ftere  : 
Thn  it  depe  1  the  tempeftovi  matere 
Of  depe  di&Aire  that  TroUus  was  in ; 
But  DOW  of  hope  the  kalcodis  begin. 
Ohdy  mine,  chat  callid  art  CUo ! 
ThoQ  he  my  li^ede  £ro  this  fiorthe,  and  my  Mnfey 
To nm2  wel  this  Boke  til  I  have  do; 
Me  oedith  here  none  othir  art  to  uie ; 
For  why?  to  every  lovir  I  me*  excuTe 
That  of  no  (emiment  1  this  endite, 
Boc  out  of  Latin  in  my  tonee  it  write. 

Wherfore  I  D*il  have  neithir  thanke  ne  bhune 
Of  all  this  Worke,  hot  praie  vou  mekily 
^^iiUaffiith  me  if  any  worde  be  lam^ 
^  as  mine  andtour  (ayid  fo  fay  I  $ 
£ke  though  I  Ijpeke  of  love  nnfclingly 
Ko  wondir  is»  lor  it  nothinge  of  newe  Is : 
AhGaJtmmm  ^mmmiJwJjpm  vtdmkewu. 

I  know  eke  that  in  tonne  of  fpeche  is  chaonge 
Within  a  thoniknde  yere,  and  wordis  tho 
That  haddin  priie  now  wondir  nice  and  ibainge 
Ut  diinkith  ^em,  and  yet  thei  fpake  *hem  io^ 
^^  fpeddc  at  wd  in  k>vc  as  men  now  do; 


/  Eke  for  to  winnin  love  in  fondry  ages 
In  fondry  londis  fondry  ben.iiiages. 

And  forthy  if  it  happe  in  any  wi(e 
That  here  be  any  lovir  in  this  place 
That  herkeneth,  as  the  ftory  wol  devife. 
How  Troilas  came  to  his  ladle's  grace. 
And  thinkith  fo  n'olde  I  not  love  purchace„ 
Or  wondrith  on  his  fpeche  or  his  ooyng, 
I  n*oty  hut  it  is  to  me*  no  wondring : 

For  every  wight  whiche  that  to  Rome  ywent 
Halt  nat  o  pathe  ne  alway  o  manere ; 
Eke  in  fome  londe  were  al  the  game  yihent 
Yf  that  men  fu-de  in  love  as  men  don  here« 
Asthfis»  in  opin  doyng  or  in  chere, 
Inviiiting,  in  forme,  or  iaid  our  iawes ; 
For  thus  men  fidne,  EeU  tmitre  baib  bi*  Umtu 

Eke  fcarcelv  ben  there  in  this  placd  thre 
That  have  in  love  £ud  like  and  don  in  al. 
For  to  this  purpofe  this  male  l&in  the. 
And  the  right  nought,  yet  al  is  done  or  ihal  \ 
Eke  fome  men  grave  in  tre,  fome  in  fione  wal, 
As  it  betide :  but  lithe  I  have  begonne, 
li^e  authoor  iball  I  folow  as  1  konne. 
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Tn  Maj)  that  mothir  is  of  monethis  glade; 
That  the  frelhe  floun't  all»  blew,  white,  and  rede, 
JBen  quicke  ayeo  that  winttr  ded  had  made; 
And  fall  of  baume  is  fleting  every  mede, 
Whan  that  Phcebos  doth  his  bright  bennis  fpred 
Bight  in  the  white  Bole,  right  fo  it  betidde. 
As  I  ihal  iinge,  on  May  b  day  the  thriddOi 

That  Pandarus,  fdt  aH  his  wife  fpcchc, 
Uplte  eke  his  parte  of  JLovMs  ibottis  kene. 
That  coude  h^  ner  fo  well  of  loving  prechc 
It  mkde  his  hewe  al  dale  fill  oftin  grene  $ 
80  ihope  it  that  hin^  fill  that  day  a  tene  ^ 

in  love  for  whiche  in  wo  to  bedde  he  went,' 
And  made  er  it  were  day  full  many'  a  went. 

The  fwalow  Progne  with  a  forowfiil  lay, 
Whan  morow  come,  gan  make  her  waimenting 
Why  (he  foHhapio  Was ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  abed  halfe  in  a  flombering, 
Til  ihe  fo  nigh  him  made  her  waimenting,' 
How  Tereus  gran  forth  her  fuflir  take, 
That  with  the  noife  of  her  he  gin  awake. 

And  to  call,  and  dreifin  him  lip  to  rife, 
Remembring  him  his  arande  t<ras  to  done 
From  Troilus,  and  eke  his  grete  emprife. 
And  cafi,  and  kneW  in  eode  |>Hte  was  the  tnoiic 
To  done  voiage,  and  toke  his  way,  full  fone 
Unto  his  nec*is  paleis  there  bcfide : 
Mow  Janus,  god  of  Entre,  thou  him  gide  ! 

Whan  he  was  come  unto  his  nec*is  place. 
Where  is  my  lady,  to  her  folke'^quod  he  ?) 
And  the!  him  tolde,  and  h^  forthe  in  gan  pace, 
And  fonnde  two  othir  ladies  fit  and  ihe     - 
Within  a  pavid  parloor,  and  thei  tbf e 
Herdin  a  maidih  *hem  redin  the  gefte 
Of  the  (lege  of  Thebis  whilii  'hem  lefte. 

Madame,  quod  Pandare,  Ood  you  lave  and  fe. 
With  al  your  boke  and  al  the  companie  I 
Eighe  !  uncle  mine,  welcome  iwis,  (quod  (he) 
And  up  ihe  rofe,  and  by  the  honde  in  hie 
$he  toke  him  faft,  and  £syid.  This  night  thrye, 
To  go^  mote  it  yturne,  of  you  I  mette ; 
And  with  that  word  ihe  doim  on  bench  him  let. 

Ye,  nece,  ye  ihullin  farin  wel  the  bet, 
If  Cod  wol,  al  this  yere,  (qbod  Pandirus) 
iBttt  I  «&  {orj  ttat  I  ba^c  f  ou  kt 


To  herkin  of  your  boke  ye  praiiin  thin ; 
For  Godd'is  love  what  faith  it  ?  tell  it  ai : 
Is  it  of  lovft  ?  fome  gode  ye  may  me  lore. 
Uncle,  (quod  ihe)  your  maiftrefle  is  nat  km. 

With  that  thei  gonnin  laugh,  and  thoike  ioA 
This  romaunce  is  of  Thebis  that  we  rede, 
And  we  have  herd  how  that  fiuog  JLads  dnle 
Thit>ttgh  Oedipus  his  fonne,  and  aU  the  dede; 
And  here  we  ftinCin  at  thefe  letters  rede 
How  the  bifhop;  as  the  boke  canytcll, 
Amphiorai,  fifl  through  the  grounde  to  hdL 

(Quod  Pandarus)  Alt  this  know  I  my  iiehe, 
And  al  th*  alliege  of  Thebis  and  the  are, 
For  herof  ben  there  makid  bokis  twelve : 
But  let  be  this,  and  tdl  me  hovv  ye  hrc : 
Do*  way  your  barbe,  and  ihew  your  hd^  bate} 
Do'  way  your  boke :  rife  up  and  let  us  daaBcti 
And  let  us  done  to  May  fome  obfervsuBce. 

£ighe !  God  forbid !  (quod  (he)  What!  bet 
mad/ 
Is  that  a  widowers  life;  fo  6od  yon  (ave? 
Parde  you  makin  me  right  fore  adrad; 
Ye  bene  fo  wilde  it  femtth  as  ye  rave  t 
It  (at  me  wel  bettir  ^e  in  a  cave 
To' bide,  ai(d  rede  6n  holy  faintii  fives :  * 
Let  maidins  gon  to  daunce  and  y6ng£  vnfCfc 

As  evir  thrive  1  (quod  this  Pandarus) 
Yet  coulde  1  tel  a  thing  to  don  ytrd  play. 
Now  uncle  dere  (quod  (he)  tellith  it  m 
For  Godd'is  love :  is  tB&n  th*  affiege  tmat  f 
f  am  of  Grekis  ferde  fo  that  I  deie. 
Nay,  nay,  (quod  he)  as  evir  mote  I  thrive 
It  is  a  thing  wel  bettir  than  fuche  five. 

Ye,  holy  Gfid  \  (quod  ihe)  what  thing  is  * 
tVVt !  bettir  than  fiiche  five  ?  £tghe  ^  mj  't$ 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  1  redin  whit 
it  (hould  yben  ;  fome  j^  I  tr^vre  it  is ; 
And  but  your  fehrin  tell  us  what  it  is 
My  wit  is  for  to'  arede  it  al  to  kne  t 
As  helpe  me  Ood  I  n'ot  what  that  ye  mak. 

And  I  your  borow;  ne  ner  ihal  (qoodhe) 
This  thing  be  tolde  to  you,  as  mote  I  thrrrc 
And  why  fo,  uncle  mine,  why  fo  ?^  (quod  ibb 
By  God  (quod  he)  that  wol  I  tel  as  blive, 
for  proudlr  womaa  is  there  Dom<;  on  Uvci 


\ 


fAtt. 

iUdTel^wiftc,  in  a)  the  toimq  of  Troie  : 
Ise  jape  nat,  fo  evir  have  I  jote. 

Tho  gan  (he  to  woodnn  more  than  hefore 
^  tboo^ode  folde,  and  doone  her  eyin  eaft, 
^>r  oevir  fith^  the  time  that  ihe  waa  hore 
To  knowio  thing  deikid  (he  (b  foil, 
And  with  a  iike  (ho  faid  him  at  the  4aft, 
llow,  nude  mine,  I  n'il  you  not  difpleicy 
|braikin  that  that  may  do  you  diiefe. 

So  aftir  thii  with  many  wordis  glade 
hA  frtodlj  talis,  and  with  mery  chere, 
l)f  thts>and  that  thd  fpcke,  and  gonnon  wade 
bmaafao  aokoDth,  glad,  anddepe,  matere, 
h  inxSi  done  whan  diei  hen  met  ifcre, 
rn  ihe  gao  afldn  him  how  Hedor  ferde, 
|lat  wa^  the  toon'ia  wall  and  Grekis  yerde. 

Fttlwd,  I  thanke  it  Ood,  fiiide  Pandams, 
hfe  in  hit  arme  he  hath  a  litle  wounde ; 
lad  eke  hif  kefhi  broithtr  Troihia, 
k  the  wife  worthy  Hi:dU>r  the  fecounde. 
I  wbcipi  that  every  vertue  ]i&c  habounde, 
U  liU  troQthe  and  all^  gentilnefie, 
fifedome,  honour,  fre£>me,  and  wordiine(re. 
Jagode^ faith,  cine,  (quod  flie)  that  likith  me 
Pei  £mn  wel ;  Ood bvt  'hem  bothe  twal 
W  trewlichc  I  holdie  it  a  grete  deinte 
ikisg'is fonne  in  annaa  wel  to  do, 
fed  l«  of  gode  comUciont  therto, 
'*r  grete  powir  and  moral  vertne  here 
we  ifeoe  in  one  peribne  iferc. 
Ingode(atththat  iafbthe,  (quod  Pandams) 
tt  ky  my  trooth  the  king  hath  fonnia  twey, 
In  is  to  meoe  Uedor  and  Troihis, 
lat  certainly  thoogfa  that  I  fiiould  ydey 
Ki  beo  as  Toide  of  vicis,  dare  I  fey, 
>iDy  tfiCB  that  Hvin  undir  (onne ; 
Aff  might  is  wide  iknow  and  what  thet  conne* 
Of  l£dor  ntftith  nething  ^  to  tel ; 
Ml  this  world  there  n'is  a  bettir  knight 
■0  he,  that  ia  of  woithine^e  the  wel, 

Ebe  wd  uoce  of  Tertne  hath  than  mi^, 
koowit^  many*  a  wile  and  worthy  knight  s 
the  fsme  prife  of  Troihia  I  fey : 
M  hdpt  me  ib  I  knowe  not  fucbe  twey. 
^tfde  (qaod  (he)  of  Hedlor  that  is  ibthe, 
nof  Troihu  the  fame  thing  troewe  I, 
jrdnnfilefle  men  tcUtth  that  he  dotke 
^nnis  day  by  day  lb  worthily. 
Id  bcrith  him  hm^t  borne  gently 
ftfirf  wight,  that  al  prife  hath  be 
Ithcm  ihat  mt  were  leviil  prailid  he. 
Ve£iy  light  ibthe  twis,  (quod  Pandams) 
tjeficrday  who  fb  had  wkh  him  ben 
ptin  hare  wondrid  upon  Troilua, 
f  nevir  yet  lb  Uiicke  a  fWarme  of  been  ' 
'ewe  as  Gl^kia  from  him  gannin  fleen, 
d  through  the  felde  in  every  wight'it  ere 
ere  was  no  crie  but  Txoiks  is  there  I 
W  here  now  there  he  huotid  -hem  fo  Sa& 
ere  n*aa  but  Gtekia  blodc  and  Troilus ; 
^  htm  he  hurt,  and  him  al  doun  he  cail ; 
e  where  he  west  it  was  arrayid  thus : 
was  thcr  dub,*Uid  ibdd«  lAd  life  fw  ui. 
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That  as  that  day  ther  daH^  him  none  withftonde 
While  that  he  heide  his  blody  fworde  in  hpnde. 

Therto  he  is  the  frendilyift  man 
Of  gret  eftate  that  er  I  fawe  my  live. 
And  where  him  lUte  the  beft  felowfliip  am 
To  fuche  as  him  thinkith  able  to  thrive, 
^d  with  that  word  tho  Pandams  as  blive 
He  toke  hil  leve,  and  (aid  I  wol  gon  hen- 
Nay,  blame  have  I,  myne  ande,  (quod  (he)  theSf 

What  ellith  you  to  be  thus  wery  ibne. 
And  namiliche  of  women  wol  ye  fb  ? 
Naie,  (ittith  doune ;  parde  I  have  tp  done 
With  you  to  fpeke  of  wifdome  er  ye  go : 
And  every  wight  that  was  about  'hem  tho 
That  heroe  that  gan  ferre  awaie  to  ftonde. 
While  thei  two  had  a]  that  *hem  ISfte  on  honde* 

Whan  that  her  tale  al  brought  was  to  an  ende 
Of  her  efbte  and  of  her  govemaunce, 
(Quod  Pandams)  Now  tiine  is  that  I  wende. 
But  yet  I  (ay  Arifith,  let  us  daunce 
And  cafte  your  widowe's  habite  to  mKkhanoce  s 
What  lifte  you  thus  your  fetfe  to  disfigure, 
|Sithe  you  is  ddde  fo  glad  an  avinture  f 

Bat  we}  bethought ;  for  love  of  God  (quod  {httj 
Shal  I  nat  wetin  what  ye  mene  of  this  ? 
No,  this  thing  afldth  le(ir  tho  quod  he) 
And  eke  it  me  would  full  muche  grt^  iwia 
If  I  it  toIde  and  ye  it  toke  amis: 
Yet  were  it  bette  my  tonge  toholdln  (HI* 
Than  (ay  a  fothe  that  were  vfentt  your  wiL 

For,  neoimyne,  by  the  goddefle  Minerve^ 
And  Jupiter,  that  ma^th  the  thonde'ring. 
And  by  the  blifsful  Venus  that  I  ^rwc, 
Ve  ben  the  woman  in  this  worll  living, 
Withoutin  paramours,  to  my  weting. 
That  1  heft  k>ve,  and  lothift  am  to  greve« 
And  that  ye  wetin  wel  your  felfe  1  Icve. 

Iwia,  mine  uncle,  (quod  (he)  grannt  mercy  ( 
Your  frendihip  have  I  foundin  evir  yet ; 
I  am  to  no  map  beholdin  uewly 
So  mu^  as  you,  and  have  fo  titil  quit ; 
And  with  the  grace  of  God  emforth  my  wit  * 
As  in  my  giite  I  ihal  you  ner  o£fende 
And  if  1  have  er  this  I  wol  amende. 

But  for  the  love  ^  Qoi  I.you  bdreche« 
As  ye  be  he  that  I  lovemoft  and  trifb. 
Let  be  to  me  your  firemid  manir  fpeche. 
And  faie  to  me  your  nece  what  ftyjou  lift. 
And  with  that  worde  her  uncle'  anon  her  ktft^ 
And  fayid,  Ghdly,  my  leve  nece  fo  dere ! 
Take  it  for  gode  that  I  ,ihal  fay  yon  here. 

With  that  (he  gan  her  eyin  doune  to  cafte^ 
An4  Pandams  to  poughe  began  a  lite. 
And  ff  yid,  Nece,  alway,  lo  I  to  the  laile^ 
How  fo  it  be  that  fbme  'men  hem  dekte 
With  fubtil  art  ther  talis  for  t'  endite. 
Yet  for  al  that  in  ther  entcndon 
Ther  tale  is  all  for  (bme  condnfiODf 

And  fithe  the  end  is  every  tal'iaibefigt|i|  . 
And  thla  matir  is  fo  behovilT^ 
What  (hould  I  paint  or  drawin  it  on  length 
To  you  that  ben  my  frende  fo  fiaithfoUy  f 
And  with,  that  worde  he  gad  r^t  inw^i^ff 
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Behold  hett  uA  loUor  in  Imt  £Me» 
AndfiktdA^Qa  £b«hc  a  mirroir  mnche  gode  gnttc ! 

Than  thought  he  thnt^  if  I  aoy  tak  ctidkc 
Ought  harde  or  make  a  proceiCe  atty  while. 
She  (halroe  iid^ov  hav«  tharin  b««  Uie^ 
And  trowe.I  would  her  in  my  wil  hc^ik. 
For  tendir  witttt  wenin  al  he  wik 
Wher  as  thci  con  dat  plalnliche  uodtfft«ad; 
Fofftby  her  wit  to  ftmatn  woll  Sonde ; 

And  lokid  <m  Imt  in  a  hely  wife^ 
And  (he  was  wve  that  he  hchclde  her  (t : 
Ah,  Lorde-K  (<|«od  file)  fo  ^e  ye  me  avife( 
Sawe  ye  me nef  er  bow  ?  what,  iky  ye  noi 
Yes,  yesi  (quod  he)  and  hot  wol  er  I  act 
But  hy  my  tro«th  1  thosg^tiA  nowe  if  ye 
Be  fiaftunaiet  fornofwmen  fltall  it  fe. 

ibr  every  wi^ht  (ome  godely  aTintive 
6omtime  is  (hape,  if  he  it  can  reeeiYe» 
But  iC  that  he  n*ii  take  of  it  no  aire 
^Whenthat  it  cometh,  hut  wClfitlly  it  waive, . 
ix^  JDoillMr  caioBor  Fortune  him  doceire^ 
But  rigl^  his  ownd  fkmth  aad  wfctohidDeCit  9 
And  fuche  a  wight  ta  for  to  hlame  I  gctf&u 
'Qode  avhttore,  o  belld  nece !  have  ye 
Full  lightly  fiotiBd^^  aad  yo  oodne  it  take  ;    ' 
And  for  thie  Unrt  of  6#d  and  eke  of  om 
Catcheat  anoBt,  ^ft  avintwie  yflahe : 
What  ihould  I  lengirpvDoefle  ef  it  make  i 
Yeve  me  yoor  Hond^  for  in  this  worU  nnooe. 
If  that  you  lift,  ja  ^id^;ht  fo  well  hegon* 

And  fithe  I  (pdi6  «^  gode-etitenciMm, 
As  I  to  you  ha^tdMewd  faerehefome. 
And  love  as  wel  ycftir  hoaottr  aM  reaoim 
As  any  cretnre  ia  tkr  worlde  ibome. 
By  al  the  othis  that  1  have  you  fwome 
And  ye  Vwrothe  tkcdare,  or  wene  I  lie, 
Ke  flul  I  newer  leae  yon.  eite  with  eie. 

Be^BBt  agafte^  no  tjBakith  nat{  whecto  I 
Ne  chaungith  natior  bc^  ib  your  heive. 
For  hardily  the  worft  of  this  as  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  ainow^  he  to  you  newe^ 
Yet  tnft  ahaaie  ye  ikal  me  findin  trevre  ; 
And  were  it  riling  thatena  thought 
To  yo  J  ne  would  1  no  fuch  talis  bring. 

Nowe,  B&y  gode  enk(  ibr  Oodd'is  love  I  pfny 
(Quod  ihe)  come  of  and  tel  me  what  it  is. 
For  bothe  I.am  agaft  what  ye  woA  fay. 
And  eke  me  loagith  it  to  wit  iwir^ 
For  whethir  it  bo#el  or  be  amss 
Say  on  ;  let  me  not  in  this  fere  ydwcL 
So  wol  I  done  s  now  hetkenith  1  ihal  teL 

Now  neo^  mine,  the  king'b  owne  dere  IknM, 
The  gode,  the  wife,  the  wortkyi  freih  and  fre, 
Whidie  alway  for  to  done  wel  is  his  ^onaey 
The  noble  Troikis,^  ib  dovitb  the 
That  but  ye  be^  it  wol  his  bane  ybe* 
X.O !  here  is  al :  what  fhonldia  I  more  fey  I- 
JDoth  what  you  Uik  to  make  him  live  or  dcy. 

But  if  ye  let  him  dye  I  wol  ftervio, 
Have  here  my  trouth^i  ntoe,  I  n'ilnot  lies, 
Al  (hould  I  witkthislaiife  my  titrate  kervin  : 
With  that  the  trris  butft  out  of  his  eyen. 
And  f4de|  II  that.yc'dgut  ut  h«tk  t»  ditii 


Thus  giltiktfe,.  than  have  jt  HAud  Mtt ; 

What  mcndeth  it  yoo  though  that  we  both  afairef 

Alaal  he  whschethatismyloede  (bdere 
That  trpw^maa,  that  noble  gentle  kniaht. 
That  nai^ht  defirith  but  your  frendly  cSen^ 
1  fe  him  dyin,  there  be  geth  oprij^  « 

And  hailith  hhn  with  al  his &dk  might 
For  to  ben  flaine,  if  his  farttme  aficnae  : 
Alas  that  God  yoo  inche  a  beaute  feme  1 

If  it  be  fo  that  ye  Q^  cruil  be 
That  of  hiadethyoaliftithno«ghttoreld^ 
That  is  fe  trewe  at>d  woithy  m  we  ie^ 
No  more  than  of  ajapir  or  a  wretch. 
If  yebe  fuche^  your  bcaute  maty  nat  ftretdb 
To  make  amoides  of  fo  cmill  a  de^ : 
AvisemtMis  ndt  hefhnihe  min 

Wo.worthe  the  feire  gemme  that  iatufUft ! 
Wo  worthe  that  hcrbe  alfe  thai  dotke  no  bole  I 
Wo  worth  the  beaote  that  is  roothelcflc ! 
Wo  worth  that  wight  that  trede  eckemidir  Ibce ! 
And  ye  (hat  ben  of  beante  croppe  and  rote. 
If  therwithal  in  yon  ne  be  no  roathe. 
Than  is  it  harme  ye  livin,  by  my  trodthe* 

And  alfo  thinke  vrel  that  thia  is  no  gande. 
For  me  ware  kvir  thou,  and  I,  and  ho. 
Were  hongid  than  that  I  ^lould  beahia  h— df| 
As  high  as  men  might  oa  deal  ife : 
I  am  thine  erne ;.  theibame  were  Udto  md 
As  wel  as  the  if  that!  ihonkldfleot 
Through  mine  abet  that  he  dune  honour  ihcoC* 

N6w>uddi#ftodde,  fori  yoo  dodgkt re^dte 
To  binde  yonto  him  tkoroogk  nobehdft 
Save  one,  that  ye  nnakid  him  bettir  chere 
Than  ye  had  doa  er  this  and  more  fefte. 
So  that  hii  life  be  favid  at  the  leib 
This  al  and  fome  is  pfeiidy  our  entadcr: 
Oodhelpemefe  I  nevir  otbirmcstok 

Lo!  thirro^ueftisimBght.butftilndiay 
Ne  doute'of  reibn  pardc  is  there  none  : 
1  fet  the  worft  that  ye  dxedii^-;  tkia  is, 
Men  t^odld  woodir  to  iime  kim  eon 
Ther  ayenift  anfwere  1  thos  adosa. 
That  every  wigiit,  but  be  Beibfe  of  ] 
Wol  denv  itloweof  ireudfeipinhis  1 

What!  who  wol  demintbough  hoie  amna 
To  temple  gov4hdt  he  th'  idMia  rteth  ? 
Thinke  ekecbowe  wei  and  wfiUy  that  he  can 
Qoveme  himfelfe  thatbenotkidgfpryetcth. 
That  wher  he  eometb  he  ncia  and  tbook  faim 
And  eke  theitii  he  ihal  0001^  me  f^iUde  [gcteab  ; 
yrhat  force  vpere  it  though  all  ike  todd  bebelie  I 

Sucke  love  of  freodes  reignith  id  al  that  toon  : 
And  wrie  you  in  that  mantS  evirmo; 
And  God  fo  wis  be  my  felvaeionn 
As  I  haveiaide  your  beft  is  to  d»  fo. 
But,  gode  nece,  alway  fdrto  ftmthiaiao 
So  let  your  daungir  ibgrid  bed  alite* 
That  of  h\k  deth  ye  be  not  al  to  whe; 

CfCiSidt,  whi<^  that  herde  him  id  tbia  wlfey 
Thought  I  (bal  fele  what  he  menith  iwia. 
Now  cme,  (quod  ihe)  what  wouldid  ye  ddvUb^ 
What  is  youre  rede  that  I  ihould  dod  of  this  \ 
That  it  wel  feid,  ^od  h« ;  «tfl>ldf  b^  it-  - 


That  ye  him  k/vc  aicQ  for  ha^la^mg, 
A»  love  for  love  U  fkUful  guevdozuni^. 

'^inJke  eke  How  ddc  wailUh  cvcry.lioiur 
In  cche  of  you  a  part  of.  you^  beaiite. 
And  th^rfore  er  that  age  6ttth  the  devour. 
Go  love,  for.olde  there  wol)  no  wigl^  love  tlic. 
Let  this  proverbe  a  lor£*  unta  yooS(^, 

Amd  tld*  yituuuhh  dai/m^^r  at  tht  lafu 

Thcl^lng^U  folfr  is  wont  to  crie  alondCf 
wKan  that  he  tKinkcth  a  womaH  hoM:th.h€r  hie, 
So  longi  ihote  ye  llvin^  and  all  propd^,^ 
Til  crow*is  fete  growinnndir  your  eie, '  . 
And  fehde  you  than  a  minour  in^  to  ppa 
In  which  thit.  yc  njay  fc  yxwir  Ucc  a  morrowe  \ 
Kece,  I  hid  him  wiihiii  you  no  voce  iorowf* 

l^^th  this  he  ftinte,  and  call  advuiKthe  Ked^ 
/bid  (he  heg^  tjohreil  and.vcepe  ano^e. 
And  laide,  Alas  for  wo  !  why  tv'xre  i  d«d  ^ 
For  of  this  world  the  faith  is  al  jigf>«c  : 
AUa !  what  fiuildin  ftrannge  unto  ni«.do|io. 
Whei^  he  tb^t  for  my  heild  frende  I  w«^ 
Rcdith  me  love  who  ^ulde  it  me  d«;fonde  ? 

Alw  \  I  would  faave  truiUd  doutiX^ 
That  if  that  1  .thro^gh  my  dUAymturC' 
Had  lovid  eithir  him  or  Achilles^ 
He^or,  or  any  othir.  manir  cretiu^ 
Ye  D'old  Have  Had  jno  mercy  ne  mdRvis 

00  me,  biui  alwaie  had  me  in  rq>i»w« : 
This  falie  worldf,  ala&i  wha may i tip ve? 

What !  is  thU  al  tbo  joy. and  al  the  id^\ 
Is  this  your  rt&t  \  is  tluimy  bli&fiil  caai 
Is  thia  the  i>ery  RMcd^  of  your  beheft  \ 
It  this  jd  painud  procefle  faid  (alasi) 
Right  for  this  line  ?  O  lady  nuae  £aUas» 
Tbon  in  this  dredi^ui  cafe  ibr  me  purvf  y» 
For  fo  aftamed  am  I  that  I  dey, 

WiUi  that  ihe  gaa  fuLforowfuUy.  %xk  like : 
Ah  !  may  it  he  no  bet  \  (Qgod  Paodaiws) 
By  God  I  ihaU  no  more^come  here  this  wcke» 
Ajsd  God  to-forne,  that  am  *"iftrrfV4  thus ; 

1  fe  wel  ncrw  ye  fettin  lite  of  us 

Or  of  oBT  deth,  aUsi  U  «v»ful  wretch(e« 
Might  he  yet  live  of  me-weiic  apyght  ti>  rea^he. 

O  crailgod  of- Beth,  di^tous  Marul 
O  Furies  thre  of  hd!  on  you  1  crie. 
So  Ic^nlfrllAr,6atof  thishooie  departe* 
Yf  that  1  ment  or  hacme  or  vilanie; 
Bat  fithe  I  femy  losdemote  nedis  die^ 
And  I  with  him,  here  I  me  ihrive»  and  liiy» 
That  wickidly  ye  done  us  bothe.to  dey. 

But  ittlie  it  likith.yptt  that  I  be  ded^^ 
Bj  14epttmu|i»  th^t  god  is  of  the  Se, 
Fro  this  tbrthe  (hil  I  nevir  etin  bned 
Til  that  I  mine  own  hert'is  blodc  maie  U% 
TxtT  certaine  I  wol  die  as  fone  as  he  : 
And  up  he  ilerte,  and  on  his  way  he  rai^gjit, 
TH  Ihe  againe  him  hy  the  lappa  ycaiight« 

CrtSoM^  which  that  wel  nigh  Aar^  for  f^re,. 
So  as  (he  was  aye  the  moft  fer^ull  wig^t 
That  mij^itin  be,  and  herde  eke  with  hcf.erci 
And  (awe  the  tbrowful  eineft  of  the  knight. 
And  is  his  prayir  iawc  eke  ooa^uarigibt^ 
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And  for  the  hann^ekft  that- itight  fi|Hii  more; 
She  gan  to  rewe»  and  drcdde  her  woodiv  fioro : 

And.lhas  Ak  thought;  nnhappis  faUin  thiche 
Al  day  for  love»  and  in  f«che  manir  caas 
As  men  bett-cwiU  in  *henvieHe  and  wicke  } 
And  if  thia  man  He  here  hemfelfi,  alasl 
In  my  preience,  it  a'il  he  no  £olas : 
What  men  wpdid  of  it  dtme  I  can  nat  Uj ; 
It  nedith  mejWl  ili^ily  for  toplayw 

And  with  a  fovow&l  fighe  ibc^iidethriei 
Ah,  Lord^t  me  is  betidde  a  fory  channcei 
For  mif  e  eftat9<  Ueth  in  a  jeopardie. 
And  ^Miafti9M»;<tia*i«>  lik.  heth  in  faalanoce  ( 
Bat  nath^leflis  with  Godd'is  gdvimaqnce 
I  ihal  fo^dj^oei xma/t  hononr  ihai Ikepe, 
And  eke  his  Ufcy  and  ftiotta£»r  t»  wept. 

Yet  had  I  knitimakia  him  gode  ehere* 

In  honoov  thMi  mine  cm^^Ufato  lelief 

Ye  f^iiK  ye  otthing  eliame  re^re* 

No,  wi^i.  (^itod  he)  mioe  owne  nooo  fb  dere  I 

Now  wel,  (quod  iho)  and  IfWbhdoD  nty  patlio; 

1  fl|id  miM  htrte  ayea  my  lu^coailraineb. 

But  that  I  a'il  smt  holdta  him  liqnde, 
Ne  love  a  nu^i^  that  eat^  I  naoght  oe  aiay^ 
Ayenft  my  wilj  bofr  eUta  #dl  hioudej 
Mine  honour  finre,  pkiehlnatfipodbyi  tv  daif  { 
Therto  n'oMt  KMt  oa&s  hnofrideinay 
But  that  I  dmdde  tftJniBJt  hifHiiflvT 

t^xt^mtd  aiahn  a  pnareAsewn 
Tliat  in  this  pMoefie  if- y*  dftpir.goD 
That  «enidH|l  hr  no  idsdci^L     ^ 
Of  you,  thoughefafiit  pe  ftorvia  botkft  two, 
Thoufh'al  the  wsrldewoa  o  day  hfe  wip  fb, 
Ne  ihal  \  net  eofaifla  have  ot&ir  rmnhc; 
I  ggfUWi  it  W9elt(<pied  Pandare)  hy  niyitf««ih(i 

But  male  I  •titeftia  well  to  you  (ipiod  he) 
That  of  thii  thiag  that,  ye  hnshightmc  herd 
Ye  i««|l  it  heliifttmely  oat»aM  h 
Ye,  doubtilvb,,  ^odAei  nayne  onctedwe  f 
Ne  that  I-flMdl  faaire  caufit  io  ihss  nncen 
(Quod  he),  to  pfan* or  aftir  you  tO'pr&die  ? 
Why  no,  pardet  what  nediak mor^  i^hef 

Tho  feUia  Ihei  in  othir  talisgkd^. 
Till  at  the  kft^  Q  gode  ease^l  ^nod  flii  tho) 
For  love  of  God,  whiehe.that  m  bUhe^yaiadei 
Tell  me  how  fisft  ye  wiiHnof  hii  w»  f  ^ 

Wot  non  of  it.  hot  ye  ^  He^id  No. 
Can  he  w<;U'ipeke  df  lote^  (i^nod  (he)  1  prek  f 
Tell  me,  for  I  the  hetlhaH  me  pnvteie* 

Tho  S!andftniaalitilgaatofitti]e^ 
And  fiiyid,  By.nry  troath  I  tattiMitir  tdf  r 
This  othir  due,  nat  gpn  ftdl  long^  whil^^ 
Within  the  paieis  gardJB  by  a  well' 
Gan  he  and  I  well  halfe  a  daie  t»  dw«U» 
Right  for  to  fpekin  of  an  ordhianMie    • 
How  we  the  Grekis  mightin  dKataunce  : 

Sone  iicer  that  beganc  we  for  to  *te{>e    > 
And  caftin  with  our  dartis  to  and'fi^ 
Till  at  the  laft  he  fityid  he  would  ifepe, 
And  oathegrafle  adoune  he  hded  hini  tboi 
And  I  j£cir  gaa  mmio-to  aad  £no^  <^ 
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Tin  ditt  I  herd,  as  I  wtlkid  alone. 
How  he  began  ful  wofolly  to  groae. 

Tho  gan  I  iblke  him  fiiU  tofdj  behm^. 
And  (Uufiy,  the  ibthd  for  to  toine. 
As  I  can  ckpe  ayen  now  to  cny  minde, 
Right  tho*  to  JLoTe  he  gan  him  for  to  plun  t 
He  fayid,  Lorde,  haTe  routh  npon  my  pain; 
All  haye  I  hen  rebell  in  mine  entente 
Vow  i^wM  £11^ J  Loide,  I  me  repents 

O  Cpdi  that  at  thy  difpo&cion 
Ledift  forth  the  fine  by  juft  pnrveiaunce 
Of  every  wight,  my  iowe  coofeffion  i 

Accept  In  gre,  and  fende  me  ibche  peMMMe 
At  likith  the ;  pot  from  me  difpcniunoe. 
That  maie  my  ghoft  deporte  alwaie  fro  die  : 
Thou  be  my  ihiUe  for  thy  benigmte. 

For  ccrtiit  Ixink,  fo  fore  hath  Ae  me  woonded 
That  ftode  in  blacke  with  lolung  of  her  eyen. 
That  to  miAeheitfit  botome  it  it  foooded. 
Through  which  I  woe  that  I  maft  nedit  dien ; 
This  it  the  worft,  I  dare  me  nought  bewrieny 
An4  well  the  hodr  ben  the  gledit  rede 
That  men  *hem  wrien  with  a(hin  pak  and  ded« 

With  tlut  he  frnote  hit  hedde  adonne  anone^ 
And  gan  to  mnttre  1  nat  what  trntly^ 
And  1  with  that  gan  ftitt  awaic  to  gone. 
And  ipte  thereof  as  nothing  wift  had  I, 
And  come  again  anon  and  iwde  him  by. 
And  laiedy  AwaloB,*  ye  flepin  all  to  long ; 
It  femith  me  nought  that  JLipve  dodi  you  wfy>ng 

Tliat  flepin  fo  that  no  man  male  you  wake ; 
Who  ieie  evir  er  this  fo  dull  a  nun  f 
Ye^  frende,  (quod  he)  doe  ye  your  hedd^ake 
For  love,  and  let  me  Uvin  at  I  can : 
3But  though  that  Ike  for  wo  waa^palt  and  wao 
Yet  made  he  tho  at  freihe  a  coontenaunee 
At  though  be  Ihonld  have  led  the  new^  danoce. 
-     This  paffid  forth  till  now  thtt^thir  date 
|t  fell  that  I  come  roming  all  alone 
into  hit  chambre,  and  founde  how  that  he  lala 
Upon  hiabadde;  hut  n^fo  fiord  grone 
Ke  herd  I  nevir ;  and  what  wat  hit  mone 
He  wift  I  noi^ght,  fior  at  I  waacomming 
All  (bdainly  he  Idft  hsi  eomplaining. 

Of  whiche  I  to^e  Ibmewhat  fuipedion. 
And  ncre  I  come,  and  feande  him  wep^  ian$ 
And  Ood  fo  wile  ht  my  falvacion 
As  I  had  nevir  ronthe  of  nothing  more, 
For  ndthir  with' engine  ne  wfth  no  lore 
JJnOftlm  might  I  fro  the  deth  him  kepe. 
That  yet  fele  1  mine  herte  for  him  wepe. 

And  God  wot  ttevir  ikh  that  I  wa»  borne 
Waa  I  fo  hMie  no  man  for  to  preche, 
Ke  nevir  wat  to  wight  fo  depe  yfwome,* 
Er  he  pie  told  who  might  yben  hit  leche ; 
But  not  to  yoo  reherfin  al  his  fpeche. 
Or  all  his  ^ofull  wordia  for  to  fowne. 
He  bid  me  nought,  but  ye  woU  fe  me  fwooe ; 

But  for  to  fitve  his  life,  and  elhs  nought. 
And  to  non  harm  of  you,  thus  am  I  driven  ; 
^d  for  the  love  of  Pod  that  us  hath  wrought 
8oche  ch^  him  doth  that  he  and  I  maie  liven. 
po^  have  I  pht  ^o  ypn  mine  herte  yflu-ivco* 


An^  fit)i  ye  wote  that  mine  entent  is  dene 
Take  hede  thereof,  for  none  evill  I  mene. 

And  right  gode  dtfift  1  pray  to  God  have  y« 
That  han  foche  ,tme  icanght  withcmtinnet; 
And  be  ye  wife,  as  ye  be  ftire  to  fe ; 
WeH  in  the  rin^  than  is  the  rubte  fet : 
There  wcrin  ncvii"  two  fo  wdl  imct 
Whan  ye  ben  his  all  whole  as  he  is  your ; 
The  mighty  God  us  grant  to  fe  d)at  hour! 

Naie,  thereof  fpake  I  nat.    A  ha !  {^  fte) 
As  helpe  me  God  ye  ihendin  every  dele, 
A,  mercie,  dcri  nccc !  anon  (quod  he) 
What  fo  I  fpake  I  ment  it  nought  but  wele, 
By  Mars  the  god  that  lielmld  is  of  ftele : 
Now  beth  not  vrroth,  my  hlode,  my  nec^  dere) 
Now  well  (quod  ihe)  foryevin  be  it  here. 

With  this  he  toke  his  leve,  and  home  he  weat> 
Ye,  Lorde,  how  he  watf  gfaul  and  weQ  btgoa! 
Crefeide  arofe,  no  lengir  (he  ne  fteot, 
But  ftreight  into  her  dofet  went  anoo. 
And  fet  her  doune  as  fUU  as  any  ftone. 
And  every  worde  gan  up  and  doune  to  windc 
That  he  hmd  faied  as  it  came  her  to  minde. 

And  woze  fomedele  aftonied  in  her  though 
flight  for  thenew^  cafe  ;  but  wh^  that  flic 
Was  full  avi6d^  tho  found  Ihe  right  nought 
Of  periQ  why  that  (he  ooghtc  affrde  be. 
For  man  maie  love  of  poffibilite 
A  woman  fo  that  his  terte  mue  to  breft 
And  ihe  nat  love  ayen  but  if  her  left. 

But  at  fhe  fat  alone  and  thought^  tfaoii 
In  field  arofe  a  fldrmifh  all  without. 
And  men  cried  in  the  ftretc,  8e !  Troiliis 
Hath  right  now  put  to  flight  the  Grckis  roat  ? 
With  tlu^  genne  afl  her  meine  for  to  ihoot 
A!  gowefe;  caft  up  the  Watit  wide. 
For  through  d^t  ^rete  he  mote  to  paleii  ride, 

For  othir  vraie  is  fro  the  jztls  none 
Of  Dardanus,  there  pmn  is  the  cheiiK : 
With  that  come  he  and  all  hit  folke'anone 
And  efie  pace  riding  in  routb  tweine. 
Right  as  his  happie  da^e  vras  (fothe  to  fetne) 
For  whiche  men  faith'  nufie  not  diftooibid  be 
That  Ihal  beddin  of  neccffite. 
*    This  Trotltts  fiit  on  his  bai^  ftede 
All  armid  iave  his  hedde  full  richily, 
And  woundid  vras  his  horfe,  and  gan  to  \M^ 
On  whiche  he  rode  a  pace  full  foftHy ; 
But  foche  a  knighdy  fight,  lo !  truily 
As  was  on  him  was  nat  withoudn  frue 
1*0  loke  on  Mart,  that  god  it  of  Pattaik. 

So  like  a  man  of  armis  and  a  knight 
He  was  to  fene,  fulfilled  of  high  prowdroi 
For  bothe  he  had  a  bodie  and  a  might 
To  doen  that  thine  at  well  as  hardxnefle, 
And  eke  to  fene  mm  in  his  ^^eri  drefle. 
So  frefbe^  foyong,  fo  weldy,  fbmid  he, 
|tpwat  an  hevin  on  him  for  to  fe 

Hit  helme  to  hewin  wat  in  twende  places, 
That  by  a  tifine  hong  his  backe  behinde, 
His  fhelde  to  daihed  with  fwcrdb  and  with  mtce«» 
in  whiche  men  might  many  an  arowe  finde 
that  diirlid  h»d  bodi  home,  aodiierfr,  andrio^'i 
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And  aie  the  peple  cried.  Here  cometh  our  jotCt 

And  next  his  bro«hir  holdir  up  of  Troie ! 

.    For  which  he  west  a  little  redde  for  Oam^ 

Vfhea  he  fo  herd  the  peple  jOn  him  crieD, 

That  to  beholde  it  was  a  ooble  game 

Now  fobirliche  ne  caft  adoaoe  his  eyen. 

Crefeide  aooo  gm  all  his  chere  efpteiiy 

And  let  it  in  her  herte  fo  foftly  finke 

That  to  her  felf  (he  iayed,  Ho !  give  me  drixike: 

For  of  her  own^  thought  ihe  woxe  al  redde, 
Remembring  her  light  thus,  lo !  this  is  he 
Whiche  that  mine  uncle  fwereth  he  mote  be  dedde 
But  I  on  him  have  mercie  and  pite  : 
And  with  that  ilk^  thought  for  pure  fluune  ihe 
Gan  in  her  hedde  to  pul^  and  mat  as  £Ul, 
While  he  and  all  the  pepk  forth  by  pad : 

.And  san  to  ca(^  and  rolHn  up  and  doun 
Within  her  thought  his  excellent  proweflie^ 
And  his  efiate,  and  alio  hisrenoun, 
Kb  witte,  his  ih^»e,  and  eke  his  gentilnefle ; 
Bat  mofte  her  favour  was,  for  his  dlArefle    . 
Was  all  lor  Eer^  and  thought  it  were  a  routh 
To  iken  ibche  ^ne,  if  that  he  ment^  trouth. 

Now  might  ibme  oividus  wi^ht  janglin  thus^ 
This  was  a  fodain  love]  hpw  might  it  be 
That  ihe  {o  liffhtly  lovid  TroUi^t, 
Right  at  the  brft  fight  of  him  ?  Yea,  parde* 
Now  whoib  fided  £0  mote  he  nevir  the^ 
Fte  every  thing  a  ginning  hath  it  nede 
JBr  all  be  vnmight  withoutin  any  drede. ' 

For  ]  iaie  nat  that  fhe  fo  ibdenly 
Ya£e  tiim  her  love,  but  that  ihe  gan  endine 
To  liken'  him  th^o,  and  I  have  cold  you  why  | 
Aad  aftir  that  h^s  manKode  and  his  pine 
Made  love  within  iier  hert^  for  to  mine. 
For  whiche  by  procefle  and  by  gode  fcrvice 
He  vranne  her  Jovc,  and  in  no  ibdain  wi(e« 

And  alio  bJisfiil  Venus  wele  arayed 
Satte  in  her  ievinth  houfe  of  hevin  tho 
IHijpofid  vrek,  and  with  a^dis  payed^ 
To  nelpin  tdf  Troylus  of  hi*  wo } 
Aad,  finhe  to  fayne,  ihe  n'as  nat  all  a  foe 
To  Troylus  in  hys  natyvyte, 
Ood  vrote  that  wele  the  fonir  fpedin  he. 

Kow  let  us  itinte  of  Troilus  a  throlivei 
^thu  ridith  jforth,  and  let  us  tourne  iiaft 
Usto  Crefdde,  that  heng  her  hedde  lull  lowe 
There  as  (ht  fatte  alone,  and  gan  to  caft 
Wheroii  ihe  would  i^ind  her  at  the  laft, 
If  it  ib  were  tier  cine  ne  would  yceflie 
For  Troilus  upon  her  for  to  prefie. 

And,  Lorde !  fo  ihe  gan  in  her  thought  argue 
In  this  matter  of  whiche  I  have  you  told, 
AJid  wiut  to  dben  beft  were,  and  whtt  efchue. 
That  platid  ihe  f ul  oft  in  many  fold ; 
Mow  was  her  hert^  wamiS.  now  was  it.  cold ; 
And  what  ihe  thought  of  tomwhat  ihal  1  writi^ 
At  mine  andhour  Hibth  to  me  t*  cpdite« 

She  thought  wele  Bid  that  Troilus  perfon 
Slie  kncwe  by  iight,'  and  eke  his  gentUnefle^ 
And  thus  ibe  £iid,  All  were  it  nought  to  doen 
To  graunt  him  love,  yet  for  his  worthinefie 
It  wer  boDtv  wiUi  fU\c  and  with  gladociTe 
Vol.  I. 


In  honefte  with  fuch  a  lorde  to  dete 
For  mine  eitate  and  alfo  for  his  hclc. 

Ek$  well  wote  1  my  king's  ibon^  is  he^ 
And  dth  he  hath  to  fe  me  ibche  dclite. 
If  I  would  utterliche  his  fight  yflie; 
Par'aventure  he  might  have  me  in  difpite. 
Thorough  whiche  I  mi[^ht  ilondin  in  wtrCt  plite } 
Now  were  I  not  #ife  me  hate  to  purchace, 
Withoutin  nede,  there  I  maie  iUnd  in  grace; 

In  every  thing  I  wot  there  iieth  mefdre  ; 
For  though  p  man  fbrbidith  dronkinefle. 
He  nought  forbiddith  that  ev;ery  eretuce 
Be  driojuleile  fot*  ahraie^  as  I  geife ; 
Eke  fithc  I  wot  for  .me  is  his  dlubeUe 
I  ne  ou^  not  for  that  thing  him  difpiie^ 
Sith  it  u  ib  he  mcnith  in  gode  wiie. 

And  eke  I  know«  of  kmg/i  time  agone 
His  thewis  gode^  and  that  he  n'is  not  nice^ 
No  vauntour  iaine  m«n  certain  he  ii  none^ 
To  wiie  is.he  to  doen  fo  grete  k  vite, 
Ne  als  I  n'ill  him  nevir  fo  cherice 
That  he  ihall  make  a  vaunt  by  juil^  canie} 
He  ihall  me  nevir  binde  in  foche  a  danfo. 

Now  fet  a  cafoi  the  hardift  is  iwisj 
Men  mightin  danin  that  he  hmth  me ; 
What  dimonour  were  it  unto  me  this  f 
Maie  I  him  let  of  that  f  #hy  naie,  parde ; 
I  knowe  a^,  and  alwaie  here  aqd  fe. 
Men  lovin  women  al  this  toune  about ;       ' 
Be  thei  the  vrers  f  why  naie^  vTithootin  donhtj 

I  thinke  eke  how  he  worthy  ii  to  hate 
Of  all  this  noble  toune  the  thriftyift 
That  woman  isj  if  ihe  her  honour  fave^ 
For  out  and  out  he  is  the  worthyift 
Save  only  Hedor,  whiche  that  is  the  beil ; 
And  yet  his  life  Iieth  all  now  in  my  cure  1  ^ 

But  fodie  iripvc,  and  eke  mine  avinture. 

Ne  me  to  love  a  wondir  ia  it  n^mght. 
For  f»eU  wou  I  my  felf,  fo  Ood  me  fpede^ 
Allwoll  I  that  no  man  wift  of  this  thought^ 
I  am  one  gf  the  foirift  out  of  drede. 
And  godelyiilj  who  fo  that  takith  hede^ 
And  fo  men  ijiinc,  in  all  the  toone  of  Troie^ 
What  wondir  is  though  he  of  me  have  joie  I 

I  am  mine  ownd  woman,  well  at  efe, 
I  thanke  it  Ood,  aa  aftir  mine  eftate. 
Right  yong,  and  ilond  untied  m  kifiie  tcTe^ 
Withoutin  jeloufie,  and  Mi€  debate  ; 
Shall  no  huibonde  faipf  unto  me  Chc^  mate^ 
For  either  tl^ei  beif  hiXi  of  jefoufie^ 
Or  maifiirfuU,  or  lovm  novelrie 

What  ihall  i  doen?  to  iiirhat  fine  live  Ithua} 
Shall  I  not  love  in  cafe  if  that  me  leil  ? 
What  ?  pardienx  t  am  not  teligious } 
And  though  that  I  mine  herte  fctat  reft 
Upon  this  knight^  that  i*  the  worthieili 
And  kepe  alwaie  mine  honor  and  my  name^ 
By  all  right  it  maie  dpe  to  roe  no  ihame. 

JSvt  right  as  whan  the  funne  ihmith  bri^t 
In  March,  that  chaungith  oftintime  his  iace^ 
And  that  a  cloud  is  put  with  -irinde  to  flight    ^ 
Whiche  ovirfprat  the  funne  as  for  a  fpace, 
A  cloudy  thought  gan  through  her  fouH  pup 
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That  ovirfprad^  bet  bnglK^UiMislituaU, 
So  that  for  fere  a  moAc  i£e  ^acito  friL 

That  tboBgiit  witi  tbia 3  Ataa!  fith  1  am  fra 
Should  I  DOW  lof9€  aad  pot  in  je^pardic 
My  fikirneiTe,  aad  thrattiD  Vhnts  f 
Abe!  ho«rdnrftIthiakintetlglie) 
'  JiiaU  \  BO*  well  Ml  ethir  folke  afpic 
Ther  dradiaU  }otc,  thor  cooArdnc  aad  iktt  pain  ? 
Ther  lovkh  noa  that  na  batk  why  to  plain  ? 

For  loTe  ia  i^ct  eke  mvkt  ftcvmie  Itfi 
Bight  of  hindotf  4iat  c^  wai  begMnc, 
For  e^er  fosM  miftmA  arloBM  nkc  Arifc 
There  is  in  low,(bmo  otoud  avir  the  Aume; 
Thereto  we  wcctdnd  women  »achiB|^  conne 
Whan  usif  wpbucwep«,  andiU,a»dtkin^: 
Our  wretd&e  is  this,  oar  owni  wo  to  drinke. 

AUb  thait  wkkidtoo^  bc«  fo  preft 
To  fpeke  aa  bavmc,  eka  aaan  kan  fo  ttntrae. 
That  ri^  anon  aa  ceiid  is  tker  M 
So  ceffith  love,  aad  Ibith  to  kwe  anawa : 
But  Harmt  adoi  is  *iMM,  mk0fi  iipmg 
For  though  thcfe  men  far  Uta  *kem  firft  to  reade, 
FttUJkarf  higimmimg  hrtkHb  ^  €$  Mdr. 

How  oftin  time  kaiek  it  yhnowhi  ken 
The  trefon  that  to  women  hatk  ke  dot ! 
To  what  fine  is  ibcke  love  F  can  not  fene,^ 
Or  where  bccomitli  it  whan  )c  is  go 
There  is  no  wigk«  that  wola  I  trow^  fo$ 
Wher  it  heconMth  lo  no  wight  on  k  i^cHNieth ; 
Tha  erft  was  nodnng  into  nothing  turaeth. 

How  hafia  {if  I  lore)  eke  muft  f  he 
To  pleiin  *hem  that  jangle*  of  lore  and  deme, 
And  co^cn  'iitai  that  tnel  Ikie  no  harm  of  me ! 
For  though  there  be  nocanfe  yec  *heni  maylbne 
Al  be  for  harme  that  lolke  tlier  fr«ndts  qoeme  ; 
And  who  aaie  ftoppin  e^rery  wiekid  tong 
Or  foune  of  be]|is  while  that  thei  ken  rong  f 

And  after  thfft  kcr  thoa|^  gan  for  to  clere, 
And  faied,  Hi  iUiihe  H>mi  H$»king  mtihiMhtk 
NoibingatbmiA^UhimMkoriire! 
And  with  an  otbia  ckoog^  kcr  kert  yqrakffb  ; 
Than  flepith  hope,  and  aftir  drede  awaketh ; 
Now  hatte  now  cold  t  bat  lku»  ketwixin  twey 
She  rift  kar  ap  and  want  her  for  to  plef. 

Adounc  tke  ftaire  anon  tight  ^Am  fite  went 
Into  her  gardinc,  wkh  her  tteeis  thfir,  \ 

And  up  mi  dom  thai  aiadin  many*  a'Went 
Flexippe*  and  the,  Tarbe^  aad  Antsgone, 
To  i^k^fin«tkat  it  joid  was  to  fe, 
And  othir  of  her  women  a  gtvte  rout 
Her  folowed  in  the  gar^e  ail  about. 

Tkiayerdc  was  la^,  aad  raSed  al  the  aleyes. 
And  fliadowedwai  with  bk>s^omy  bowis  grene, 
And  bcDchid  aawe,  and  fondtd  ail  the  weyea. 
In  whiche  iia  walkith  arme  in  arrae  betwene, 
Till  at  the  kft  Antigone  the  flwae 
Gan  on  a  Trojan  ibag  to  Angin  clere, 
That  it  an  havin  waaker  Toice  to  here. 

She  fiued,  O  Love !  to  whoin  I  have  and  Ihal 
Ben  homkk  fubjcd,  (rue  in  mine  entent, 
As  1  beft  can  to  you,  Lorde,  yeve  I  all 
For  evirraore  mine  hert'ts  love  to  rent, 
For  aevir  yet  tky  grace  to  no  wight  fcnt 
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So  bliCtflifl  caufe  ail  me,  my  Hfe  to  lede 
In  alii  jote  and  furetie  ont  of  drede; 

Theliftful  Oodhathme  fo  weH  befet 
In  love  iwis,  dm  aft  that  berith  life 
Imaginin  ne  coald  kow  to  ke  bet ; 
For,  Ltorde,  withoatin  jeioaue  or  flrile 
I  love  one  whiehe  that  mofte  ts  ementife 
To  fcrvin  weU^  unwcr9y^  or  anfuned. 
That  erir  wa^  and  left  witk  harme  difidfied, 

Ashefhat  b  the  well  ti  worthhiefle. 
Of  troutk  the  ground,  mtrroor  of  goddiheddc, 
Of  wft  Apoio,  ftone  ^  fikimefle. 
Of  virtue  rote,  of  hifte  findir  and  hed&. 
Thorough  whiehe  is  all  ibrowe  fro  tne  dcdde : 
Iwis  I  lov«  him  keft,  fo  doefh  he  me ; 
Now  gode  tbnft  hare  he  'inhere  fo  er  he  be ; 

Whom  fliould  I  thankin  but  you,  god  of  I/nrc, 
Of  all  this  hKfie  in  whtChe  to  batke  f  ginne  .* 
And  thankid  be  ye,  Lorde,  for  that  I  lote: 
This  is  the  rightd  lifo  that  I  am  ianc. 
To  flemin  aU  manh*  of  vice  and  flnne; 
This  doeth  me  fo  tovettueforto*  entende 
That  daie  by  dak  I  in  my^  will  amende. 

Aad  who  that  faiethdkat  for  to  kve  it  vice 
Or  thraldome,  thoo^  he  fcle  in  it  ^ftreflb. 
He  either  is  envions  or  ^^ht  nice, 
Or  is  nnmighCie  for  hb  ihfeaddnefle 
To  lovin;  fof  fochc  mani^  folkc  I  gefTe  . 
Diffamin  Love  as  nothmg  of  hiax  kaowe } 
They  fpeke  of  Love,  bat  ncvir  bent  hh  howc. 

What  is  the  fannd  worfe  of  his  kinde  right 
Though  that  a  man  for  fchleffe  of  his  even 
Maio  not  endure  on  it  to  fe  for  bri^  f 
Or  love  the  vwirfc  that  wrctdtison  it  cricB  > 
No  wclc  is  worth  that  maic  no  fofowe  dricn ; 
And  forthy,  9nt$  iUt  hatb  m  Bedtk  cfvtrr* 
Fn  cafi  vffiils  ^are  tim  iik  tAt  nvtrre. 

But  1  with  al  mhic  hcrte  and  aH  my  miglit, 
As  I  have  fated,  woll  love  unto  my  hSt 
My  owne  dere  hcrte,  aad  all  mine  ovm^  kxti|ht, 
In  whiche  mine  hertc  ygfOWtn  is  fo  faft,    ' 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  ihal!  evir  laft  : 
All  did  1  dred  at  firft  to  love  bcgm 
Now  wotc  I  weH  there  is  no  pain  therein. 

And  ofher  fong  right  vHth  that  wordc  ftc  fttnt. 
And  thennrithaiC  WW  need  (quod  Ctefeidc) 
Who  made  this  fong  now  with  fo  godc  cotent  ? 
Antigone  anffverde  anon,  and  falde, 
Madame^  iwis  it  was  the  godclyift  maide, 
Of  gretc  efta6e,  m  ail  the  tonne  of  Thjic, 
Who  led  her  life  in  mofte  honohr  aadjoie. 

Forfothe  fo  it  yfcmith  by  her  fong, 
Quod  tho  Crcfcidc,  and  gan  thcrwith  to  fike, 
And  hyid,  Lorde  !  is  there  foche  blilTe  emong 
Thcfc  Ipvirs,  as  thei  can  fo  fairc  cnditc  ? 
Ye,  wiiit,  quod  frefhe  Antigone  the  white. 
For  all  the  foike  that  have  or  ken  on  live  * 
Nc  couldin  weH  the  bliffc  of  love  difcrive. 

But  weftin  ye  that  every  wretchc  wore 
The  parfitc  bliflc  of  love  ?  why  naic,  iwis; 
Thei  wenin  all  be  feve  if  one  be  bote ; 
Do'  waie,  do*  waje !  thei  wot*  nothing  of  to* 
Men  raotr  aflcio  of  faindiy  if  It  is 
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Aoddkin  Awks-if  it  be  fMe  fofieU  ? 

CrereadBi«nt»4bc  pMfp^Tc  iMUght  aaftrttdt, 
But  fiued,  Iw»  h  %^U  be  ia%ltt«w€iile ; 
But  every  fHtfde  fHMchetbatlbe  of  Iwr  hei^ 
Sbe  gan  to-fviiitin  inhcr  licnd'Iftilc, 
And  aioi|<in  love  her  }aXk  for  to  ogafte 
Than*  it  did  erft,  and  lltiiun  In  her  herte, 
That  (he  wax  fiiai«rt«t  able  toconvifte. 

The  di^'is  bonovr  «Dd  the  beveo*it  rfe» 
The  njght'isrfoc,  «11  this  clepe  1  eke  foime, 
Oan  w«ftrin  laft,  tad  dotinrord  for  to  vtntf 
As  he  thot  bod  his  day*is  eotrfo  irozme, 
And  white  ibfaigis  woxin  all  dimme  and  donne 
For  lacbc  of  li^t,  and  ftorris  for  to  operc, 
That  ihe  and  all  her  foYkc  in  tvcnt  ifere. 

So  whan  it  ilfcid  her  to  gon  to  rellc^ 
And  Yoidld  wcrinth^i  that  ^idin  ought, 
She  ihyitf,  thatto  flopin  ^mM  h<r  lefte ; 
Ikr^ronua  fone  uuto  htr  bedde  Ker  brouf^  : 
Whan  al^Ms  liiiih't^than  laie  flie  ftil  and  thought 
Of  all  tkkthlii|^  the  maiiir  and  the  wife ; 
Reherceit  nodithnotyfor  ye  b<n  wife; 

A  nigbtiagalt  opoa  a^cediv^^ppeDe 
UrtMr^c  chombir  waU  thm-e  as  |hc  laic 
Ftall  iMk  vfottg  ayen  the  moiia  (bene, 
Vifi^^mmtt  In  his  bird'ls  wife  a  laie 
Of  lo«^'tbat  nade  her  h«p(efreflie  and  gaie^ 
That  herkenid  (be  fo  long  in  gode  eatent 
Till  at  the  kft  tbe  deddi  ilepc  her  hem. 

And  as.(bo  fiopt  anon  right  tho  her  met 
How  that  an  egle,  fetbered  white  as  booe, 
Undir  bar  btf«ll-hi»ldng6  elawis  fet^ 
And  out  her  hcfte  he  rem,  and' that  anon. 
And  did  bis  iMrfe  into  her  bfeft  tojgoa. 
Of  Which  ibo  nought  agtofe  ae  nothing  fmeit^ 
And  forthe  he  flyithwlth  herte  left  foi*  bert. 

Now  let-KerDope,  and  we  our  taUs  holde 
Of  Troibis»  that  is  to  nalets  ridden 
I'ro  the  fcarmUhe  of  the  wbiehe  I  have  tolde, 
And  in  his  ckambir  fato  and  hath  ibidden 
Td  two  or  thre  of  his  noeilangirs  ycden 
For  Paodanis/aod  foughtin  him  foil  foft 
Til  thei  him  fottod,  and  brought  him  at  tbe  kft. 

This  Pandarus  eaoM  leping  in  at  ones, 
And  fityU  thba,  Who  hath  ben  well  ibete 
To^bie  ^th  IVwnlisaBd  with  flong^  ftones 
But  Troilas,  that  hath  caaght  bkn  an  bete  ? 
And  ganto-jape,  and  iaied,Lordebow  ye  fwetef 
But  rife  iDd  let  us  foupe  and  go  to  vefte  : 
Aod  beanAsrefde  him,  Doe  we  as  tbe  \tftt. 

With  all  the  hajft  god^ly  as  thei  nsight 
Tbd  fpod  *lMm  fro  the  fouph-  and  to  bedde. 
And  every  ipiright  &i  at  the  derehim  dight. 
And  wbor'  ham  lift  upon  his  waic  hefped, 
Bot  TroilnoOtOttght  that  his  h^rt^  blodde 
For  wo  tU'-thot  he^hrrd^  fome  tiding. 
And  iayid,  Flrcnde,  flull  I  now  wepe  or  fing  ? 
(Quod  Vandaras)  Be  ftfll  aad  let  me  flepe. 
And  doe'  Ott  thy  bode,  thine  nedis  l^dde  ybe. 
And  chefe  if  thou  wolt  flng,»or'di«nce,  or  lepe : 
At  ihort  wordis,  thou  (halt  trowe  all  by  me, 
/or.  Sir,  my  sece  woll  doin  wcH  by  tbe. 


And  looe  the  befl^by  Ood  aod  by  »y  tHothe, 
But  lacfae  of  porfote  marre  it  in  thy-  floche. 

For  thus  ferforth  I  have  thy  wetke  btgon 
Fro  daie  to  dale,  ttU  this  daieby  the  waas&trz 
Her  love  of  frcadflup  have  I  to  tbe  woo. 
And  therto  b«fb ihe  laid  ber  faith  to  bocow; 
Algatc  o  fotc  is  bamelcd  of  thy  forowe  : 
What  ihould  I  kngir  fomon  of  it  faolde  ? 
As  ye  have  herd  before  all  be  him  toldt. 

Bat  right  as  flooris  thron^b  tbe  coM  of  night 
Iclofid  ftoupin  in  ther  ftallds  lolre, 
Redreffin  'bom  ayen  the  faon^  bright. 
And  fprodin  in  ther  JdnM  oouHb  by  vowe. 
Right  fo,gan  tho  his  eyin  np  to  throwe 
This  Troilus,  and  iaied,  O  Venus  drso ! 
Thy  might,  thy  grace,  ihef  ied  be  it  hertf. 

And  toPandare  he  held  op  both  bis  hoodea^ 
And  fayid,  Lonle,  all  thine  be  that  I  hsvo. 
For  I  am  whole,  and  broftinbvnmy  bondcs: 
A  thouiaade  Troyis  who  fo  thatme  yava 
Eche  aftir  othir,  God  fo-wis  mefarve, 
Ne  might  not  mo  fogfcwlio :  lo  t  mine  heft 
It  fprcdith  fo  for  joie  it  woll  to  ftei^ 

But,  Lorde,  how  fball  1  doen  ?  bow  (ball  I  litea  ? 
Whan  (hall  1  next  uy  own  den  berte  yie  ? 
tiow  ihall  this  longe  time  )aw«ie  be  driten 
Til  that  thou  be  ayen  at  her  fro  me  ? 
Thou  maieftaafwere, Abide,  abide;  bat  fU 
76ut  bamgkk  iy  the  tmtty  the  fotbe  to  iaioe, 
Im  grttt  4^  •kUmhftr  JlAr/«M#. 

All  efily  now,  for  the  love  of  Mart6, 
(Quod'Fandaras)  for  every  thing  bath  tiaM^^ 
So  long  abide  tlU  that  the  night  depafte, 
For  all  fo  fikir  aa  thou  Heft  hereby'  me^ 
And  God  tofome,  I  ivoU  be  4bere  atariMM^ 
And  for  thy  werite  fomwhat  as  I  ikall  foie. 
Or  on  fome  othir  wight  this  chargi  lak. 

For  pasde  God  wot  I  hsve-evir  yet 
Ben  redy  the  to  £irve,aRd  to  this  night 
Have  I  flot-foinid,  but  emfoithe  my  wit 
Doen  all  thy  luft.  aiKiflial  ipHtb  al  any  nUghtf 
Doe  now  as  I  Ihall  faioe,  and  faro  aai^  \ 
And  if  tbou  n'ilte,  wIteaU  thf  felfothe  eaia  I 
On  mo  k  nought  along  Uiine  evtll  fore. 

I  wote  well  that' thou  wlfir  art  tho  I 
A  Iboufande  folde }  but  iff  were  as  thou^ 
God  helpe  me  fo,  a*  I  woald^ictlrly 
Right  of  mine  own^  honde  write  to  ber  oovr 
A  lettir,  in  whicbel  would  tetta  ber  how 
I  fardc  amlle,and  her  beie«hoof  rooth  : 
Now  helpe  tliy  felf,  and  love  it  for  no  flontb. 

And  I  my  folf  (balltberwith  to  bergoa. 
And  wbaniAoo  woA  thati  am  wkh  her  tharv- 
Worthe  thou  up  on  a  cotirflr  tight  anon. 
Ye  hardily^and  that  in  thy  bell  gere. 
And  ride  forth  by  the  place  as  flaugbtBO  were. 
And  thou  flialt  fixnle  vs  (if  I  nnnie)  Ollfalg 
At  fome  windowc  into  the  ftreto  lokiag. 

And  if  the  lift  tbanftiaieft  thou  as  folae. 
And  upofr  me  make  thoa  thy  eounCenaVAoe, 
But  by  thy  life  beware,  and  fift  efohuo 
To  tarien  Ought ;  God  ftiild  us  fro  miftbaiiAoe  I 
Ride  forth  thy  waie  and  bold  thy  fonfj^tt^coi  * 
iij 
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And  we  fiull  ^Ite  of  die  fomwhat  I  trow, 
Whan  thou  art  gon,  to  doe  thine  eris  glow. 

Touching  thy  kttir,  thou  art  wife  inough; 
I  wot  thou  n'ilte  it  deign^liche  endite 
As  make  it  with  thefe  argnmenti*  tough^ 
*     Nc  fcriren-like,  or  craftily  it  write ; 
fieblotte  it  with  thy  teria  eke  alite, 
And  if  thou  write  a  godely  wordc  aU  foff , 
Though  it  be  gode  reherce  it  not  to  oft : 

Foff  though  that  the  beft  harpour  upon  lire 
Would  on  the  befld  founid  joUy  harpe 
That  evir  was  with  all  his  fingirs  five 
Tobcheaie  o  ftring,  or  aie  o  warble  harpe^ 
Wc;re  his  naiUis  poin<ftid  nevir  fo  (harpe. 
It  (hulde  mzkin  eyery  wight  to  dull 
To  here  his  gle  and  of  lus  ftrokis  fulh 

Ke  jombre  no  dKcocdaunt  thing  ifere, 
'    As  thus,  to  ufin  termis  of  pbiflke ; 
In  lov'is  tennis  holde  of  thy  matcre 
The  forme  alwaie,  and  doe  that  it  be  like  ; 
For  if  a  palntir  would  ypainte  a  pike 
With  aiTis  fete,  and  heddid  as  an  ape, 
k  cordith  not,  fo  were  it  but  a  jape. 

This  counlidle  Kkid  well  to  Troiius,. 
But  as  a  drcdfull  lovir  he  ^ed  this ;  ' 
Alas!  my  derdbrothir  Pandarus ! 
I  am  afliamid  for  to  write  iwis, 
JLeil  cf  mine  ignorance  I  faied  amis. 
Or  that  (he  n^>ide  it  for  difpite  reccTe ; 
Than  wer  I  ded,  there  might  it  nothing  weve. 

To  that  Pandare  anfwerid.  If  the  left 
Doe  that  I  laie,  and  let  ok  therewith  gon. 
For,  by  that  iiorde  that  foimid  eft  and  weft, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bring  anfwcre  anon 
lUght  of  her  hond,.  and  if  that  thou  n'ilte  nos 
X^t  be,  aed  ibrie  mote  he  ben  his  IsTe 
Ayenft  thy  Inft  that  helpith  the  to  thrive.    . 

(Quod  Troilus)  Depardieux  I  alTent ; 
Sidie  that  the  lifte  I  woll  arife  and  write» 
And  bliisfull  Ood  praie  1  with  gode  cotent 
The  viage  and  lettir  I  fhall  endite 
Bo  fpede  it,  a>!  thou  Minerva  the  White 
Yevf  thoa  me  witte  my  lettir  to  deviie ; 
And  fet  him  doun,  and  wrote  tight  in  this  wiie. 

Fiiit  he  gan  her  his  right  ladic  to  call. 
His  hert'is  Ike,  his  luft,  his  forowe^s  leche. 
His  blifle,  and  eche  thefe  othir  termis  all 
That  in  foche  cafe  ye  lovirs  alle  feche. 
And  in  full  humble  wife,  a»  in  his  l^che. 
He  gaft  him  recommaunde  unto  her  grace  ; 
To  tell  all  how  it  aikith  mokiH  fpacc. 

And  aftir  this  full  lowly  he  her  praied 
Tabc  nought  wrotbe  though  he  of  hisfolie 
So  hardie,  was  to  her  to  write,  and  faied 
That  love  it  made,  or  cllis  mitft  he  die. 
And  pitouily  gan  mercle  for  to  crie  ; 
And  aftir  tlutf  be  iaied  (and  lied  fuUloude) 
Himfelf  was  little  worthe,  and  lafTc  he  coud. 

And  th^t  Skc  wfukL  have  his  conning  cxcu£(d. 
That  Util  was  ;  and  eke  he  dradde  her  fo. 
And  his  upworLhincfie  aie  he  accuTed  ; 
And  aftir  that  than  gan  he  tel  his  wo ; 
^1  that  wafr  cndckSc  withouua  ho  i 


And  iiud,  he  would  In  tronth  alwiy  lum  holde, 
And  redde  it  ovre',  and  gan  the  Icttre  Colde : 

And  vrith  his  (alt^  teris  gan  he  bufae 
The  ruby  in  his  fignet,  and  it  fette 
Upon  the  wexe  ddivirliche  and  rathcy 
Therwith  a  thoolande  timis  er  he  lette 
He  kifte  the  lettre  whan  he  had  it  ihette, 
And  {aide,  £«ettre,  a  blisful  deftinc 
The  ihapin  is  -,  my  kuly  ftial  the  fc ! 

This  Pandare  toke  the  lettre,  and  betime 
A  morowe  to  his  nec'is  pakis  fterte, 
And  faft  he  fwore  that  it  was  pafEd  primes 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  faide,  Iwis  mine  hertc 
So  freibe  it  is  (although  it  (ore  fmerte) 
I  maie  nat  (lepe  nevir  a  May*is  morowe, 
I  have  ajoly  wo,  a  lufty  forow'e* 

Crefeide,  whan  that  (he  her  uncle  herde, 
With  drcdeful  herte,  and  defirous  to  here 
The  caufe  of  his^  comming,  right  thus  aafwerde; 
Now  by  your  faith,  mine  uncle  (quad  (he)  4tK\ 
What  manir  windis  gidith  you  now  here  I 
Tell  us  your  joly  wo  and  your  penamicet 
How  ferforth  be  ye  put  in  lov*is  danncc  ? 

fiy  God  (quod  he)  I  hop  alwaie  behinder 
And  (he  to  laugh  as  though  her  herte  to  breftei 
(Quod  Pandarus)  Loke  alwaie  that  ye  iinde 
Game  in  mine  hode,  but  herkeneth  if  yw  kft ;  ' 
Thcr  is  right  now  come  to  the  toune  a  gpft, 
A  Greke  efpie,  and  tellith  new^  thinges,  . 
For  whiche  I  con^e  to  tell  you  newe  tidinges. 

tntothe  gardin  go  we*,  and  ye  (hal  here 
Al  privily  of  this  a  long  fermoun. 
With  that  thei  wentin  arme  in  arme  ifere 
Into  the  gardin  fro  the  chambre  doun  ; 
And  what  that  he  fo  ferre  was  that  the  fooo 
Of  that  which  he  fpake  no  man.  herin  might 
He  faid  her  thus,  and  out  the  lettir  plight : 

Lo !  he  that  is  al  wholly  yoorls  Ore 
Him  recopimau^th  lowly  to  your  grace. 
And  fent  to  you  this  letter  here  by  me ; 
Avifith  you  on  it  whan  ye  han  fpace. 
And  of  fome  godely  anfwere  you  purchace. 
Or  helpe  nu:  God  fo,  plainely  for  to  fame. 
He  maie  not  longd  livin  for  his  paine. 

Ful  dredefuUy  tho  gan  (he  ftondin  (Ul, 
And  toke  it  not,  but  &  her  humble  chere 
Gan  for  to  chsmngin,  and  (aid,  Scripe  nor  bil. 
For  love  of  God,  that  touchith  fuch  raatere^ 
Ne  bring  me  none ;  and  alfo,  uncle  dere  1 
To  mine  efbite  have  more  regarde  I  pray 
Than  to  his  hiil :'  what  ihouldin  I  more  lay? 

And  lokith  now  if  this  be  reib'nable. 
And  lettith  not  for  favour  ne  for  (louthc  ; 
To  faine  a  Ibthe,  now  is  it  convenable 
To  mine  eftatc,  by  God  and  by  my  tronthe, 
To  take  it,  or  to  havin  of  him  routhe. 
In  harming  of  my  fclfc  or  in  repreve  ? 
Beare  it  ayen  for  him  that  ye  on  leve. 

Thi&  Pandarus  gan  on  her  for  to  ibre. 
And  (ayid.  Now  is  this  the  gretift  wonder 
That  evir  I  fawe;  let  be  this  nice  faro  : 
To  deth^  mote  I  (mittin  be  with  thonder 
Yf  for  the  ciu  whiche  that  ftondith  yonder 


Would  I  a  lettir  to  yim  hnng  or  take 

To  harme  of  you :  what  lift  yoa  thus  it  make  ? 

But  thus  ye  farin  well  nigh  all  and  fome. 
That  he  that  moft  defirith  you  to  ierve 
Of  him  ye  retchin  left  where  he  become^ 
And  whethir  that  he  live  or  cUis  fte^re ; 
But  for  al  that»  that  er  I  male  defenre 
Refufe  it  not,  (quod  he)  and  hente  her  faft. 
And  in  her  bofome  douae  the  lettir  thraft. 

And  (aid  her.  Now  caft  it  awaie  anon 
That  folke  maie  (eoe  and  gaurin  on  us  twey. 
(Quod  iie)  I  can  abide  tiH  thei  be  gon ; 
An9  gan  to  (mile,  and  laid  him.  Erne,  I  pray 
Sache  anfwere  at  you  lift  your  felfe  purvey,  , 
For  txiuly  I  wot  .no  lettir  write. 
Ko,  than  wol  I,  fotibd  he)  fo  ye  endite. 

Therwitb  the  Mgh,  and  fayid.  Go  we  dine; 
And  he  gan  at  himfelfe  to  japin  fafte. 
And  fiiyid,  Nece,  I  have  fo  gret  a  pine 
For  love,  that  everiche  othir  daie  I  fafte ; 
Aad  gan  hisbeftd  japit  forth  to  cafte. 
And  made  her  fo  to  bogh  at  his  folie 
That  (he  for  laughtir  wenid  for  to  die. 
•   And  whan  that  fliewas  comen'  into  the  hall 
Kow  eme,  (quod  (be)  we  wol  go  dine  anon ; 
And  gan  fome  of  her  women  to  her  call, 
And  ftreight  imo  her  chambre  gan  (he  gone; 
But  of  her  befineffis  this  was  one 
Amongis  othir  thingis,  out  of  drede 
Rd  firivily  this  lettir  for  to  rede. 

Avifid  word  by  word  in  every  line, 
And  fouode  no  lacke ;  (he  thought  he  conde  his 
And  put  it  up,  and  went  her  in  to  dine ;     [gode, 
And  Pandarus,  that  in  a  ftudie  ftode, 
£r  he  was  ware  (he  toke  him  by  the  hode. 
And  foyid,  Ye  were  caught  er  that  ye  wifie. 
I  vouchfafe,  (quod  he)  do  whatere  you  Kftt. 

Tbo  wiibin  thei»  and  fet  *hem  doune  and  ete ; 
And  aftir  none  ful  Highly  Pandarus 
Gan  draw  him  to  the  windowe  nie  the  ftrete, 
And  fiiyid,  Nece,  who  hath  arayid  thus 
The  yondir  hoofe  that  ftante  aforyene  U9  f 
Whtdi  houfe  ?  (quod  (he)  and  gan  for  to  beholde. 
And  knewe  it  wel,  and  whole  it  was  him  tolde  : 

And  felliu  forthe  in  fpeche  of  thingis  (male. 
And  latin  in  the  windowe  both£  twey. 
Whan  Pandarus  fawe  time  imto  his  tale. 
And  (awe  v^cU  that  her  folke  wer  al  awey, 
K0W,  nec^  mine,  tcl  on  (quod  he)  1  prey ; 
How  liUkh  you  the  lettre  that  ye  wot  ? 
Can  be  thereon  ?  for  by  my  trouth  I  n*ot. 

Therwitb  al  rofy  hewid  tbo  woxc  (he. 
And  gan  to  bum,  and  fayid.  So  I  trowe. 
Aqnite  him  wel  for  Godd*is  love  (quod  he) 
My  feUe  tomedis  woll  the  lettre  fowe. 
And  hcldc  hisliondisup,  and  fell  on  knowe. 
Nowe  godd  nece,  be  it  ncvir  fo  lite, 
Ycvc  ijicthe  labour  it  to  fowe  and  plite. 

Ye,  for  I  can  fo  writin  (quod  (he)  tbo, 
And  eke  I  n*ot  what  I  (hould  to  him  fay. 
2^aie,  nece,  quod  Pandarus,  (aie  you  not  fo. 
Vet  at  the  left  ythonkith  him  I  pray 
Of  hisgodc  wfiL    Q  doth  him  not  to  dey ! 
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Now  for  the  love  of  mc,  my  nece  dere ! 
Refufith  not  at  this  time  my  praiere. 

Depardieux!  (quod  (he)  God  leve  al  be  wde( 
God  helpe  me  fo  mis  is  the  firft  lettre 
That  er  I  wrote,  ye  al  or  any  dele  : 
And  into*  a  dofet  for  to*  avife  her  bettrc 
She  went  alone,  and  gan  her  herte  unfottre 
Out  of  Difd4in*is  prifon  but  a  lite. 
And  (et  her  doun  and  gan  a  lettre  write. 

Of  whiche  to  tel  in  (horte  is  mine  entent 
Th'  effede  as  ferre  as  I  can  undirftonde : 
She  thonkid  him  of  al  that  he  wel  ment 
Towardis  her,  but  holdin  him  in  honde 
She  n*olde  not,  ne  makin  her  fclvin  bonde 
In  love,  but  as  his  fulUr  him  to  ptefe 
She  would  aie  fsine  to  done  hit  hert  an  e(e« 

She  (hette  it,  and  to  Pandare  in  gan  gon 
There  as  he  (at  and  lokid  into  ftrete. 
And  doun  (he  fet  her  by  him  on  a  ftonc 
Of  jafpre*,  upon  a  quislben'  of  golde  ibete. 
And  (aid,  As  wifely  helpe  me  God  the  grete 
I  nevir  did  a  thing  with  mori  painc 
Than  write  this,  to  the  which  ye  me  conftraine. 

And  toke  it  him  :  he  thoidud  her,  and  feide^ 
6od  wot  of  thing  ful  oftin  lothe  begonne 
Comith  eude  gode :  and  nec^  mine  Crefeide, 
That  ye  to  him  of  harde  now  ben  iwonne 
Ought  he  be  glad,  by  God  and  yondir  fonne  ; 
For  why  f  men  faine  Imprijjivm^  tight 
Full  lightly  hen  me  reJy  to  the  fight. 

But  ye  Iian  plaied  the  tlraunt  al  to  longe^ 
And  hairde  was  it  your  hert^  for  to  grave ; 
Now  (Vintc,  that  ye  no  kmgir  on  it  nongc, 
Al  woldin  ye  the  forme  of  daungir  (ave, 
But  haftith  you  to  done  him  joye  to  havej^ 
For  tniftith  wel.  To  long  idome  bardnejfe  • 

Caufith  dt/pite/uloftin^for  difrejfe. 

And  right  as  thei  declarid  this  mal^ere 
Lo !  Troilus  right  at  the  ftret*is  ende 
Came  riding  with  his  tenths  fomme  ifcre 
Al  foftily,  and  tl^dirwarde  gan  bende 
There  as  they  (ate,  as  was  his  waie  to  wendo 
To  paleis  warde,  and  Pandare  him  afpide. 
And  faid,  Nece,  ife  who  comith  here  ride ! 

O  flic  not  in !  he  fethe  us  I  fuppofe. 
Left  be  may  thinkin  that  ye  him  efchue. 
Nay,  nay,  (quod  flie)  and  woxe  as  redde  as  I'ole  | 
With  that  he  gan  her  humbly  to  (alue 
With  dredful  chere,  and  ofte  his  hewis  mue. 
And  up  his  loke  debonairly  he  caft. 
And  beckid  on  Pandare  and  forth  by  paft. 

God  wot  if  he  (at  on  his  bode  aright. 
Or  godely  was  befene  that  ilk^  day ; 
God  wot  where  he  were  Hke  t.  manly  knight  t 
What  (hould  1  dretche,  or  tel  of*  his  aray  ^ 
Crefeidd,  which  that  al  thefe  thingi?  fey. 
To  tell  in  (borte,  her  likid  alifore. 
His  perfon,  his  aray,  his  loke,  his  cherr. 

His  goddy  manir  and  his  gentilneile. 
So  well,  that  never  (ithe  that  (he  vras  borne. 
Ne  haddin  ihe  fuche  routbe  of  his  dilb-efte ; 
And  howe  fo  (he  l^th  hard  ben  here  befom*. 
To  God  hope  I  (he  hath.no«  caught  a  tbor«c, 
Z  uj 


s^t 
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She  ihal  ntt  pulUoct  thi^fitxt^wilee; 
God  ifende  her  mo  fiuh  Uiornis  ob  to  jyVe ! 

PaiukLRif>  wbkhc  thai  tiode  hcrfsiiU  by^ 
felte  iron  hottfi,  nod  faa  began  to  laittf »  ' 
And  (eidd,  Nece,  I  prsyc  you  bertUie 
Tei  me  that  I  fi»l  afliin  you  aiitt  3 
A  woman, tbat/wcif;  ol'hi»  detk  to  whe« 
Withouten*  his  gilt,  buffer  her  laekfiolrOQtk« 
^ere  it  wcl  dooel  (<}Mod  Sht}  ^aie,by  my  tfdialu 

God  hlelp  m€  ii»,  (qiiod  Jie)  ye  fay  me  (btbe. 
Ye  felm  wei  yovrlbl^tbat  I  nought  lia. 
)Uo !  yonde  he  rideth,  (quod  (Hm)  ye,{6h^  dotfciik 
"^el,  quod.Paadase,aa  I  b9Vo{tQ4de.yo«  thriet 
l.et  be  your  nicete  liad  yfi^t  itfiioi 
And  rp»e  with  him  i^  tting  of  1^  ^ttet  ^ 

JLet  fiiccce  oat  do  yo«  bothc  fnftertt. 

But  thcron  wa«  to  hevis  and  to  doaev 
Confidiriag  al  thio|  it  maU  nat  be> 
And  why  F  for  Ihame  i  and  k  wero  ekfc  to  Iboo 
To  granatin  hsj^  fo  grct  a  Ubecte^ 
For  plainly  hsrenteat  (aa'fayid  ib«) 
Was  li§r  to  loye  bin  un^ilk  if  fhe  might, 
^nd  gueidon  him  with  nothing  but  with  figM^ 

Bat  Pandaruf  thought  it  Ihal  nat  b«  fo ; 
If  that  I  roaie  thi»  nie^  ofMon 
Shal  nat  bco  holdin  fi*Uy.7eri»t«ii»| 
Whai  (hould  I  malce  of  thk  a  IdAge  (drmoti  * 
He  muft  aifent  on  that  eoselvlloti 
As  for  the  time^  asd  whaa-thtt  it  waa.ete^ 
yind  al  was  wel,  he  rod  w/i.  tokehi»  Uvt. 

And  00  his  wtky  iUIfaft  hom^warde  he  fpedde. 
And  right  for  joy  he  felt«  hit  hen  to  daunce. 
And  Troilus  he  founds  alOne  ubedd^i 
That  laie  as  doafe  thefit  loYirs*  in  a  tranncc, 
Betwiai^  inopt  and  derke  difi^pcnranco  ; 
But  PandarUt  right  zi  his  in  cotmhing: 
He  fong,  a3  who  faith,  Lo!  fomwhat  I  briitg; 

And  laidd.  Who  i^  in  his  bcddc  fo  fone 
Yburied  thps }  It  atn  I;  freode,  (qtlod  he.) 
"Who  ?  Troiluft !  naie,  helpc  noie  f 0  the  money 
(Quod  Pandarus.)   Thou  ihaH  up  rife  and  fe 
A  cnarme  ^hat  was  yi^nt  right  nolftr  to  the. 
The  whidie  can  helin  the  of  thine  axeilc^  ' 
If  thou  do  forthwith  all  thy  befine0Ci 

Ye,  through  thr  might  of  God  (quod  Trdihit.) 
And  Pandavul  gan  him  thclettiif  take, 
4Mid  iaide,  Parde  God  hath  yholpin  us  : 
Have  here  a  lights  and  Idre  on  ak  thefe  blake. 
But  oCtin  gah  thfe  hert  to  glad  and  qnake 
Of  Trollus  while  he  it  ^h  to  rtde^ 
So  as  tbii  wordis  jv^  bun  hope  or  drtfde. 

But,  finally^  he  toke  aiforthfi  beflc 
That  flic  him  wi^t»,  for  (hmwhat  he  beheld^ 
On  wiftdi  he  thought  he  might  his  hen^  reft^ 
Al  covired  ihc  the  ly^ordis  undir  (helde ;  . 
Thus  to  the  more  worthy  part  ho  him  heldey 
That  what  for  hope  ^d  Panda]*uf  behefb 
His  gret^  wo  fbryede  he  at  the  lefte. 

But  as  wc  piaie  al  daifc  onrfdvin  fe 
Through  m^re  wodft  or  eolc  kitidlith  the  more  fyn. 
Right  fo  encrtfe  of  hopm  of  ^hat  it-be,      ' 
Therwith  M  oft  encxtfiih  tke  dcfire, 
pr  29  an  <^  comith  of  alitil  fpire. 


So  through  this^laUir  ^ddch  that  (b«  hisrltBt 
Encrcdag^  defira,  of  whichc  ha  brent. 

Wherfotc  I  faf  ^way  that  day  and  ni^ 
This  TroiUu  g|^a  to  dcfiriu  more 
Then  he  diderft  through hopt^  and 'didhis-ougl* 
To  prcfin  0%  aa  by  Paadanis  lore, 
And  writin  to  her  of  hit  forowet  fore 
Fro  day  lo  d<y  i  h«  let  it  nought  reliroidtf 
7'hat  by  Paodaro  he  fomwhat  wroc  or  £ii4e; 

And  did  4dfo  hia  othir  obicrvsuacct 
That  tiU  a  lovir  kmgith  in  this  caav 
And  aftir  that-  his  dice  ramki  dn  cha;uu0l 
So  watJ^eithir gjadi  or  faido  Alu! 
And  haUaijurbisgeftitaie hitpavsi. 
And  after  fuche  an£wcvisat  he  naddA 
So  werin  hia-daias  forf  othir  gladds. 

But  to  Paodarealway  waa  h«f.rao»otft 
And  pitoufly  gpil  aia  tohins  to  pboac. 
And  him  beloug^t  of  rode  andrfomefocoan; 
And  Pand^naitthaiiawehftrwod^  pMDe, 
Wext  well  ni^ded  £«r  i%iitk,Toihe  fotf  tolaioc^ 
And  befely  with  id  his  hart  gan  cafto 
Some  of  his.  wo  to  il^en«  aad-that  aafadte ; 

Aaad  ia|d^,  X^dc^andfrcndt.aDd  brothitdfre; 
God  wot  that  thy  dUiefe  ydotha  ma  wo. 
But  wolt  thou  ftintin  al  thia  w«fhl  chert. 
And  hymy  tro«th  ^  it  be  dayb  twa. 
And  God  tofomt^  yet  ihal  I  flm^  it  (b 
That  thou  ihidicottia  into  a  ociuine  pboe 
There  as  thou  maicft  thy  felfe  praien  facr  of  gp«««' 

And  certainly  I  n'ot  if  thou  it  wofie* 
3iit  thai  that  bcneiqtcrte  ip  love  it  (ay. 
It  is  ohe  of  thefe  thlngui  fortberith  va»fk 
A  ^lan  to  have  a  kiib  fOr  to  prmie^ 
And  Gkit  place  his  wo  for  to  bewraif » 
For  in  gode  hert  it  nu>te  fome  routh  'mtptf6 
To  here  and  (c  the  giltlefle  in  diftrefle. 

Par'avcnture  ^hinkift  thou  though  it  be  (a 
That  Kinde  would  her  ydohe  for  to  begklda 
To  havda  itenir  routh  upon  my  wo, 
Saith  Daungis  Nay,  thou  flvalt  me  nevir  wiM ; 
So  tulitk  flie  her  hert*i»  go{^  within 
Thkt  thbugh  (he  bendin  yet  ihe  ftonte  on  rote; 
What  in  e&dt  is  this  unto  my  bote  ? 

Tfainke  here  iiytn  whad  that  the  (Urdy  ok^ 
On  which  men  hackithoftiii  fbr  the  nenei, 
Reccvid  h«th  tht  happy  falling  Uroke, 
The  gretefweight  makith  it  fall  all  at  ones, 
As  done  thcf^  grete  rockla  or  thefe  rnxkeftopcs; 
For  fwiftit  courfe  cometk  thing  that  u  of  wig^ 
Whan  it  difoefidSth,  thah  dotio  tMn^  Ught, 

But  rede  that  bpwitK  doune  fot  crety  Waft 
Fil  lightly  cefiith  wind«  it  wol  arife. 
But  fo  nil  not  an  oke  whan  it  is  caft» 
It  nediih  me  nought  longe  the  for  to'  vife ; 
Men  fiiall  rejoyfln  of  a  grete  cmprii^ 
AtcheTid  wel,  and  ftout  withoutin  dont, 
Al  have  men  ben  the  lengir  there  about. 

But,  Troilus,  now  tei  me  if  the  kH 
A  thing  whiche  that  I  ihal  aikio  of  the; 
Whiche  is  thy  Brothh-  that  thou;  lovift  beii 
As  in  thy  very  hcrt*is  privite  ? 
Iwis  my  hroihir  Dciphobtt?,  (qpod  be.) 


Now,  (^Bod  Ptaidare}  er  hour*]*  iiiii«  twi^^ 
He  ihal  tkeefe  unwift  of  it  him£elve. 

Mow  kt  me*  alone,  aq|i  workia  at  I  may^ 
(Quod  he)  and  to  Dei|>hobut  went  he  the, 
\\1uck  hadliis  brd  aad  rrete  frciid  beo  ak ; 
Save  TroUua  no  man  helovid  io : 
To  tet  in  ihorte,  withoutin  wordit  mo, 
(Quod  Paadanit)  I  cray  you  that  y<;  be 
Frende  to  a  caufe  whkhe  that  vtouchith  me. 

Yes,  pank|  (<|iiod  Dciphobue)  wel  thou  wo^ 
Al  that  evir  I  may,  and  God  tofope, 
Al  n*ere  it  but  for  the  man  J  love  mofl. 
My  brothir  I'xoiliu ;  but  (ay  wherfore 
It  it,  for  dthe  the  day  that  I  waa  bore 
I  n'as,  ne  nevir  more  to  ben  I  thinke, 
Ayen]l  a  thing  that  migfatin  the  forthii^e. 

Pandarua  gan  him  thanke,  and  to  him  Aride, 
Lo !  Sir,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  tomte 
That  IS  my  nccf,and  calUd  is  Creicidc, 
To  whiche  ibme  men  would  done  o{^rcflioun» 
And  wroagfolly  have  her  pofliiflioun, 
Wherfore  1  o£  your  lordflup  you  bcfcche 
To  ben  our  frende  withoutin  mor^  fpcohe. 
Deiphobns him anfwerdc,  O!  is  nst  this 
That  thou  fpekifk  of  to  me  th«s  ftraungely 
Crefeide^myirende?  Paadarua  faid  him  Yob. 
Than  aedith  (fuod  Dcipiiobut)  hardily 
No  more  of  thi%  for  truftith  wel  that  I  '  * 

Wol  be  her  champion  with  ipere  and  yerde ; 
I  ne  rought  nat  though  all  her  foes  it  herde. 

Bot  telle  me,  thou  that  woft  all  this  matere, 
Mow  might  I  bcil  aivailin  now  ?  let  fe. 
(O^Md  Pandarua)  If  ye,  my  lordc  fo  dere, 
woldin  as  now  do  this  honour  to  me 
To  prayia  her  to  morowe^  lo,  Aiat  (he 
Came  unto  you  her  plaiotis  to  devife 
Her  adveriaries  would  of  it  agriie. 

And  if  I  more  durft  prayin  you  as  now. 
And  chargia  you  to  have  fo  g^et^  travailc. 
To  have  fome  of  your  brcthrin  here  with  yon. 
That  mightin  to  her  canifc  bettir  availe; 
Than  wote  l.wel  ibe  mifhiio  nevlrfatle 
For  to  ben  ho^pin,  what  at  your  inftaunce. 
What  with  her  othir  frendis  govirnaunce. 

Dciphobui^  whi die  that  eomin  was  of  Idnde 
To  al  honour  and  bounte  to  confeme, 
Anfwerde,  It  Ihal  be  done ;  and  I  can  finde 
Tet  greater  hclpe  to  this  in  mine  entente  c 
What  woMeil  thou  laine  if  for  Helen  1  ^ent 
To  fpeke  of  this  ?  I  trowe  it  be  tbe  heft. 
For  taemay  kdia  Paris  as  her  lefl. 

Of  Hedor,  which  that  is  my  lord  my  brother. 
It  ncdith  nat  to  praien  him  frende  to  be. 
For  I  have  herde  him,  o  time  and  eke  other, 
Spekin  of  Crdeidc  fuche  honour  that  he 
Mate  laine  no  bet :  fuch  hap  to  hiin  hath  flie 
It  nedith  nat  his  helpi*  more  to  c^c; 
He  ihal  be  fuche  right  at  we  wol  h|m  have. 

Spcke  thou  thy  U\k  alfo  to  Troilus 
On  ^y  behalie,  and  praie  him  with  us  dine. 
Sir,  U  thif  ihal  be  done,  (^od  Fapdarus) 
And'ifike  his  leve,  and  nevir  gan  to  fiae. 
But  to  his  Dcc'is  hpuii^  m  iUoigbt  asliiie 
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He  came,  and  found  her  fro  tht  mefe  lutfe, 
I  And  fee  him  doun^  and  fpake  H|^t  in  this  wife  ; 
He  (aide,  O  vei7  €}od  io  have  I  ronne, 
Lo !  nec3  mine,  ic  ye  nat  how  I  fwete  } 
I  n'ot  whethir  ye  the  more  thanke  me  ommb ; 
Be  ye  not  ware  how  that  falie  Poliphete 
Is  now  about  eftfoiiia  for  to  plete, 
And  br;mgtn  on  you  advocacies  jicwe  ? 
I  ?  no,  (quod  ihe)  und  chouagid  al  herhewe. 

What !  is  he  tnore  about  me  for  to  dvetchtv 
And  done  me  wrong  ?  what  flial  I  don^  alas ! 
Yet  of  him  felfia  nothing  wonld  Lretdie, 
N'ere  it  for  Anfci^nor  and  .Aneas,   . 
That  ben  his  frendis  iafach  manir  cans; 
But  for  the  love  of  God^  mine  uode  dere  f 
*Ko  force  of  that,  let  him  have  al  iCere, 
Withoutin  thi^  I  have  inough  for  us. 
Nay,  (quofi  Pandare)  ic  ihaU  nothing  be  ib^ 
For  I  have  ben  rigfat  now  at  Bciph&us, 
At  He&or,  and  mibe  othir  lordis  mo»  . 
Abd&ortly  asakid  cehe  of  *hem  his  fo. 
That  by  my  thrifte  he  ihal  it  nevir  winne 
I'or  aught  he  can,  whan  fo  that  he  begkuse^ 
And  as  thei  ca^^  what  Was  bBftoa^dive 
Deiphobus,  of  his  owne  curtiiiry 
Came  her  to  praye  in  his  propir  pedbno 
To  holde  him  on  the  morowe  eempanie 
At  dinir,  whiche  ibe  ne  wdlde  not  dcnie> 
But  godely  gan  to  his  prayers  obcre : 
He  thonluid  her,  and  went  upon  his  wey. 

Whan  this  was  don  this  Pandartis  anone, 
(To  tellin  in  ihorte)  forth  he  gan  «d  wcadb 
To  Troikts  as  iiil  as  any  flonc. 
And  ai  thb  thing  he  tolde  him  orde  and  ende. 
And  how  that  he  Deiphobus  gan  to  btende. 
And  iaide  him.  Now  is  time  of  that  ye  cgnne     * 
To  here  the  bdle  to  morow*,  and  all  is  v^omi^. 

Now  fpeke,  now  pray,  now  pitMily  ctMplaine, 
Let  nat  for  mc2  ihame,  for  drtfde  or  floutfk ; 
Somtime a  man  mote  tel  his  owirt  point; 
Beleve  it,  and  flie  wol  have  ffa  the  r^ufh* 
Thou  ihak  ben  iavid  by  thy  futh  and  trouth : 
But  well  wot  I  thou  now  art  in  a  drede. 
And  what  it  is  I  lay  I  can  arede  : 

Tfaon  thinkift  now  how  ihould  I  don  al  this 
For  by  my  cheris  moftin  folke  ei)[)le 
That  for  her  love  is  that  I  fare  ^axm. 
Yet  had  I  levre'  unwlft  lor  forow  die  : 
Nowe  thinke  nat  fo,  fbrthou  doft  gret  folie. 
For  I  right  now  have  foandin  a  manerc 
Of  fleight  for  to  coverin  al  thy  chcfe. 

Thou  ihalt  gun  ovimight,  and  that  as  blive, 
Unto  Deiphobus  houfe  as  the  to  plaie. 
Thy  malady  awaie  the  bette  to  drive ; 
For  why  t  thou  femlft  £ke,  the  fothe  to  faie ; 
Sonc  alter  that  doune  in  thy  bcdde  the  laie, 
And  faie  thou  maift  no  tcngir  Up  endure, 
And  He  right  there  and  bide  thine  avinture. 

Say  that  the  fevir  is  wont  thte  to  take 
Tke  inne  time,  and  Min  till  a  morovre ; 
And  let  ie  now  how  Well  thou  cenit  it  make. 
For  parde  fike  is  he  that  is  in  Torowe  : 
Go  now,  fafewel,  and  V«nus  here  tohorowe 
7*  iiij 
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I  hope  ftBd  thou  this  porpoie  holdd  ferme 
Thy  grace  flie  flial  the  faUy  there  conferm^. 

(Quod  Troilos)  Iwis  thou  aUe  oedeleife 
Coniailift  me  that  fikeli<;he  !  me  Caioe, 
For  I  am.fike  in  emeft  dootelelefie, 
So  that  wel  nigh  I  ftervio  for  the  P^^* 
(Quod  Paodarui)  Thou  ihalt  the  better  p]alne» 
An3  haft  the  lefic  nede  Ibr  to  countcrfete, 
For  Him  men  dmim  bcU  *i>^f  mmfifwHt. 

Ix> !  hdde  the  at  thy  triftd  clofe,  and  I 
Shal  wel  the  deere  ^o  thy  howe  >  drive  ; 
Therwi^  he  tdok  his  iere  all  IbfUly, 
And  Troilus  to. his  paleis  went  blive. 
So  glad  ne  was  he  ner  in  lUl  his  live. 
And  to'  Pandarus'rede  gan  al  afflent. 
And  to  Deiphobus  houfe  at  night  he  went. 

What  nedith  it  to  tellin  all  the  chere 
That  Deiphobus  unto  his  brothir  made. 
Or  hjb  axis,  or  his  dkeliche  manere 
Hpw  men  gon  him  with  clothis  for  to  lade 
When  he  was  laid,  and  how  t&eH  would  him  glade  ? 
But  all  fbr  i^nght;  he'hclde  forth  aie  the  wi£c 
That  ye  ban  herde  Pandare  ere  this  devife. 

But  cmaine  it  er  Trpilus  him  Iclde, 
Deiohobus  had  praied  him  ovirnight 
To  Dcn  a  Ircnde  and  helping,  to  Crefeide; 
God  wot  that  he  that  grauntid  anon  fight 
To  ben  \itx  fulle  irelid  with  all  his  might : 
But  fuch  a  nede  was  it  to  praien  him  thenne 
As  for  to  biddin  a  wode  nian  to  renne. 

The  morowe  came,  and  niehin  gan  the  time 
Of  meahide,  whan  that  the  uire  Queue  Helen 
iShope  her  to  ben  a^  hour  aftir  the  prime 
Wi^  Deiphobtu,  to  whom  (he  n*olde  faine. 
But  as  his  fuftir  homely,  Ibthe  to  iaine,       ' 
(She  came  to  dtnir  in  her  plaine  extent. 
But  God  and  Pandare  wift  al  what  this  raent. 

Came  eke  Crefeide  all  innocent  of  this, 
Antieone  lier  nece  and  Tarbe*  alfo  : 
But  flie  we  now  prolizite  beft  is, 
For  love  of  Qod,  a^d  let  us  faft  ygo 
Right  to  the*  cf&d<e  withoutin  ulis  mo. 
Why  al  this  fplke  alfemblid  in  this  place. 
And  let  us  of  ther  faluingis  pace. 

Oret  honour  did  *hem  Deiphobus  certatne. 
And  fedde  him  wel  with  all  that  might  *hem  like, 
But  evirmo,  alas  \  was  his  rcfraine. 
My  godd  brothir,  Tproilus  the  fikc. 
Lithe  yet ;  and  therwithal  he  gan  to  (ike. 
And  after  that  he  painid  him  to  ffladc 
Hem  as  he  might,  and  cber^  gode  he  made. 

Complainid  eke  Helen  of  hu  fikeneife 
So  faithfully,  that  pity  was  to  here. 
And  every  wight  gan  wexin  foi'  axes 
A  leche  anon,  and  faide.  In  this  manere 
Men  curin  folke,  this  charme  1  wol  the  Iere  i 
But  there  fat  one,  al  lift  her  nat  to  teche. 
That  thought,  yet  beft  couldin  I  ben  his  ledie. 

Aftir  complaint  him  gonnm  ihei  to  pr^ife. 
As  folke  don  ye^  if^hafi  fome  wight  hath  begOD 
To  preife  a  man,  and  up  with  pre£(e  him  reiih 
A  tnoufan4e  folde  yet  higher  than  the  fon; 
He  is,  he  c^n,  that  fcwe  othir  lordes  Iton ; 


And  Pandarus  of  that  the!  would  ifferme ' 
He  nought  forgate  ther  praifing  to  coofenne. 

Hcrde  aH  this  thing  ictre  Crefeide  wel  moogiif 
And  every  worde  gad  for  to  notifie, 
For  whiche  with  fobre  chere  her  herti  lough. 
For  who  is  that  ne  would  her  giorific 
To  mowin  fuche  a  knight  dont  live  or  die  \ 
But  al  pafl*e  I,  left  ve  to  kmge'ydwell; 
But  for  o  line  is  al  that  er  I  telL 

TIhs  tinie  came  fro  dinir  for  to  rife^ 
And  as  'hem  ought  arifin  evcricfaone,' 
And  gon  a  while  of  this  and  that  devife  \ 
But  Pandarus  brake  al  this  fpeche  anon, 
^And  laid  to  Deiphobus,  Wol  ye  gon, 
If  it  your  will  Ik;,  as  I  erft  you  pra-.  de. 
To  fpekin  of  the  bedis  oT  Crefeide  \ 

Helen,  which  that  by  the  hond^lier  heU^ 
Toke  firft  the  tale,  and  faidi,  Oo  we  SUte; 
And  goddy  on  Ci^feid^  flie  behelde. 
And  fayid,  Jovis.  let  him  nevir  thrive 
That  doth  you  harm,  add  reye  him  fone  of  fi^ 
And  yeve  me  fordwe  but  he  (hal  it  rue 
If  that  I  may,  and  alle  folke  be  true. 

Tel  thoii'thy  nec'iscafe,  (quod  Dciphobis 
To  Pandarus)  for  thoii  canft  b^  it  tell. 
Mv  Lordis  and  my.  Ladies^  it  ftam  thus; 
What  (hould  I  lengir'(qttod  he)  do  you  dwefl? 
He  ronge  *hem  out  a  proces  like  a  bell 
Upon  her  foe,  that  bight  was  Poly]^ete, 
So  heinous  that  nien  mightin  on  it  fpcte. 

Anfwerde  of  this  eche'worfe  of  *hem  than  oAer, 
And  Polyphete  thei  gonnin  thus  to  warien,^ 
And  honged  be  fuche  one  were  he  my  brotker, 
And  fo  he  fhal,  for  it  ne  maie  noi%ht  varien : 
What  fliould  I  lengir  in  this  tale  tarien  \ 
Plainliche  al  at  onis  thei  Ker  highten 
To  ben  her  frende  in  all  that  <r  thei  mitten. 

Spake  than  Helen,  and  faid  to  Pandarus, 
Wot  aught  mf  lord  my  brothir  of  thismatere, 
I  mene  Hedor,  or  Wote  it  Troilus  ? 
He  faide  her  Ye  ]  but  wot  ye  roe  now  here  \ 
Me  thinketh  thus,'iith  that  Troilus  is  here 
It  were  gode  if  that  ^e  woukfin  aflent 
She  tolde  him  her  fclfe  al  this  er  (he  went ; 

For  he  wol  hi^Ve  the  more  her  gfefe  at  hcrte, 
Bicaufe  lo,  ihe  a  worthy  l^y  is. 
And  by  your  wil  I  w<4  but  in  right  ftcrtc, 
And  do  you  wete,  and  that  anon  iwis, 
If  that  he  (lepe  or  wol  aught  here  of  this; 
And  in  he  lept,  and  faid  him  in  his  ere, 
God  have  thy  foulc  !  for  brought  have  I  thy  bffc» 

To  Imiliii  of  this  gan  tho  Trmlds; 
And  Pandarus  withoutin  rekining  ' 
Out  went  to  Helen  and  Deiphobus, 
And  faid  'hent.  So  there  be  no  tarying, 
Ne  more  prefe,  he  wol  well  that  ye  orii^ 
Crefeide  my  lady  that  '^  now  here 
And  as  he  maie  cnduren  he  wol  her  hcte. 

But  wel  ye  wote  the  chambre  is  but  lite. 
And  £ewd  folke  may  lightly  make  it  warme ; 
Now  lokif h  ye,  for  I  wol  have  no  witc. 
To  bring  in"  prefe  that  might  I  ydon  him  hanncj 
Or  him  diiefin  for  my  bettir  arme; 


Whcr*  it  be|)et  (he  abide  till  eftfonlf 

Now  lokith  ye,  tbmc  koowin  what  to  don  it. 

I  (blj  for  me  beft  is,  as  I  can  knowe, 
fhat  no  wight  in  ne  wendc  hut  ye  twey, 
Bot  it  were  I,  for  I  can  in  a  thxowe 
Reberfe  her  cafe  unlike  that  (he  can  (ey. 
And  aftir  this  ihe  may  onis  him  prey 
To  ben  gode  lorde  in  (hort,  and  take  her  lere; 
Thin  may  not  mokill  of  his  efe  him  rere. 

And  eke  for  (he  is  ftraung^  he  woU  forbere 
His  efe,  whiche  that  him  darin  oat  for  you ; 
Eke  othir  thing  that  tonchith  nat  to  her 
He  wol  it  tel,  I  wote  it  well  right  now, 
That  terete  is,  and  for  the  towh*is  prow  : 
And  thd,  that  knew  not^i^g  of  his  enteniet 
"Without  more  to'Troilus  in'thei  wente. 

Heteine  in  all  her  godely  foftly  wife 
Can  himfalue  and  womanly  to  plaie. 
And  laied,  Iwis  ye  mote  algate  arife ; 
Now,  faiK  brpthir,  be  all  whole  I  praie ; 
And  her  arme  right  over'  his  (huldir  laie. 
And  him  with  ail  her  wit  to  recomfort ; 
As  (he  be£t  could  (he  gan  him  to  difport. 

So  after  this  (quod  (he)  We  you  belcke^ 
My  dere  brothir !  Dcfphobus  and  I, 
For  loTc  of  God,  and  fo  doeth  Pandare  eke, 
To  ben  gode  lorde  and  fiende  right  hertily    ' 
Unto  Crcfcide,  whiche  that  certainly 
Recei^id  wrong,  as  wot  well  here  I^dare, 
'that  can  her  cafe  well  bet  than  I  declare. 

This  Patndarus  gan  newe  his  tong  affile. 
And  all  her  cafe  reherqe,  and  that  anone  ;  . 
Whan  it  was  faied,  fone  aftir  in  a  while 
(Qnbd  Troilus)  As  (one  as  I  maie  gone 
I  wall  riglu  fain  with  all  my  might  ben  oi|e, 
HaTe  God  my  trouth,  her  caufe  for  to  fuileine  : 
Now  good  thrift  have  ye  (quod  Helen  the  Queue.) 

(Quod  Pandarus)  AJid  it  your  will  ybe 
Thatihe  maie  take  her  leve  ^r  that  (he  go. 
O,  ellis  God  forbid  it !  (tho  quod  he) 
If  that  (he  Touchfafin  for  to  doe  fo.^ 
And  with  that  worde  (quod  Troilus)  Ye  t^o, 
Dcipbobus  and  my  fufler  lefe  and  dere, 
To  yon  have  I  to  fpeke  of  a  matere. 

To  ben  avifid  by  your  rede  the  better ; 
And  fbond  (as'hap  was)  at  his  bedd*is  hedde 
The  copie  of  a  tretife  and  a  letter 
That  He^or  had  him  Cent  to  aflcin  redde 
If  (bche  a  man  was  worthy  to  Ben  oedde  i 
Wote  I  naught  who,  but  in  a  grifly  wife 
He  prayid  'hem  anone  on  it  avife. 

Dciphobus  gan  this  letter  for  to'  unfolde 
In  erncfi  grete,  fo  did  Helen  the  Qucne, 
And  ronuDg  ootwarde  faft  it  goaoel>4^olde, 
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Dounwurd  a  (kcirc,  into  an  hetbcf  grcne  ; 
This  ilk^  thiog  thci  reddin  *hcm  betwene, 
And  largily  the  mountenaunce  of  an  houre 
Thei  gonne  on  it  to  rcdin  and  to  poure. 

Now  let  'hem  rede,  and  toumi  we  anonp 
To  Pandarus,  that  gan  full  h&e  prie 
That  all  wa?  well,  and  out  he  gan  to  gone 
Into  the  grete  chambir,  and  that  in  hie. 
And  (^yid,  God  fave  all  this  companie ! 
Come,  need  mine,  my  ladie  Queue  Helen, 
Abidith  you,  and  eke  my  lordis  twene. 

Rife,  take  with  you  your  ncce  Antigone, 
Or  whom  you  lift,  or  no  force  hardily; 
The  laffe  prcffe  the  bettir  :  come  forth  with  m^ 
Afd  lokith  Hat  ye  thpuftin  humbily 
Tron  all  thre,  ^d  whan  ye  maie  godily 
Your  time  ifee  takith  of  them  your  Icvc, 
Left  we  to  long  his  reft  is  him  bit  eve. 

All  innocent  of  I^darus  entent. 
Quod  tho  Crefeide,  Go  we,  uncle  dere ! 
And  arme  in  arme  inward  w^th  him  (he  wexM|    ^ 
Aviftng  well  her  wordis  and  her  chere ; 
And  I^darus  in  emeftfuU  manere 
Bayid,  All  folk|;,  for  Godj^'is  lo^  I  piaie, 
Stintith  right  here,  and  foftily  you  plaie. 

Avilith  you  what  folke  ben  here  within. 
And  in  what  plite  one  is,  God  him  amende  } 
And  inward  thus  full  foftily  begin ; 
Nece,  I  conjure  and  highly  you  defende. 
On  his  behalfe  whiche  that  foule  us  all  ftmde. 
And  in  the  Tcrtue  of  corounis  twaine, 
Slea  nat  this  man  that  hath  for  you  this  pained 

Fie  on  the  devill  I  thinke  whiche  one  he  is. 
And  in  what  plite  he  lieth  ;  come  of  anone  ; 
Thinke  all  (bche  taried  tide  but  loft  it  n*is. 
That  woll  ye  both^  fainewhan  ye  beo  one; 
And  fecondly,  there  yet  devinith  none 
Upon  you  two,  come  of  now  if  ye  co^ne 
While  folke  is  blent,  lo !  all  the  time  iswonne^ 

In.titiring,  and  purfute,  and  deiaies, 
The  folke  define  at  wegging  of  a  ftre, 
And  though  ye  would  han  sicir  merie  dait a 
Than  dare  ye  nat ;  and  why  f  for  (he  and  (he 
Spake  foche  a  worde ;  thus  lokid  he  and  he  i 
Left  tune  be  lofte  I  dare  nat  with  you  dele. 
Come  of  therfore,  and  bringith  him  to  hele^ 

But  npw  to  you,  ye  lovirs  that  ben  here. 
Was  Troilus  nat  in  a  cank<|dort. 
That  laie  and  might  the  whiCpring  of  *hem  here. 
And  thought,  o  Lorde  !  right  now  rennith  my  ioi^ 
Fully  ta  die  or  have  anone  comfort. 
And  wr^  the  firft  time  that  he  (hoold  her  pnue 
01  loTe  i  0  migh^  God  I  ifdiat  (h^li  he  (aie  { 
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Adonic  «fi^  tile  cMtd  Ktvili  falre, 
O  foim*i*  life  r  (>  J«1F*U  ^Mfrktir  derc ! 
Plefaunte  of  love ! «  g«^Iy  dcbonnre ! 
In  gcotk  liciihm  tie  tfeidy  to  repi»re, 
O  very  caufe  «r  hek  tisd  df  gt^tedTc, 
Iheried  btf  lliy  flilght  itt^  thy  pudcmtfft  f 

In  iMVtii  and  hdl,  hi  yerth  «nd  tHe  &lt  fc, 
I«  felt  thy  Ai^t)  if  that  1  weft  <)ifter6e, 
As  man,  brM^l^e,  f&fli«,  hctbe,  aAd  gt^A^  tre^ 
Thei  fete  m  timl«  wttfc  vapour  cMriit  r 
God  Imritls  aii4  to  love  be  woll  naught  wertie; 
And  id  xk^^m&A^  iioHv'ii  tfttttre 
Withoutifi  \mt  i*  wrotieht  bt  tnaie  endilrel 

Yei  }ovi»,  fti^  to  thidie  iffeaii  gkdcr. 
Through  whidie  that  CMngift  livin  alf  and  be/ 
Comniendidin  and  BfnorMn  fabtt  made 
On  momtt  thing,  and  as  y«  fift  aie  yd 
Ycve  Mm  itt  l«v«  tffeor  adverfite, 
And  in  a  thouAhdt!  formn  doime  Khtt  fettc 
For  M&at  rH'yercti,  tmd  whom  you  lift  he  hem, 

Yc  fi^n  Ma^^,  «)9efita  of  hit  ire. 
And  as  you  lift  ye  makin  hertes  digne, 
Alg^tis  them  that  ye  woll  fet  a  fire 
Thei  drcdin  (hamc,  and  vicis  thei  refigne ; 
Ye  doen  *hem  curteis  be,  freibe,  and  benigne. 


And  hie  »r  low*  tftir  a  wight  encendrtb 
Thejoyis  that  he  hath  your  might  it  fctt<ktbr 

Yc  holdSn  rtigne  and  houfe  hi  oDtte, 
Ye  fothfeft  caofe  of  fr^ndihip  ben  alfo; 
Ye  (nowhi  ill  thifte  torvered  qualite 
Of  than'ds  whiche  that  folke  on  wottdrin  to 
Whan  thef  can  nat  conftnie  how  ft  male  g» 
She  lotvth  him,  or  whv  he  lovlth  here, 
As  why  thislHhe  nat  that  comithto  «rere. 

Yc  folk^  a  fawe  hate  fet  in  unhrcrfe. 
And  this  kn6we  I  by  thei^  that  tovirs  be. 
That  who'll  l^Hvith  with  you  hath  the  wde  t 
Now  ladie  bright,  for  thy  ben'Mitc, 
At  revcrcricc  of  them  that  fervm  the, 
Whofb  deilce  t  am,  lb  tecMth  die  divUe 
Some  joie  of  that  It  felt  in  thy  Ur^Qt : 

Ye  in  iiiy  uAid  hcrt'li  fcutimeftt 
Inhilde,  and  doe  irie  fti6we  of  thy  (Weteoefle. 
Caliope  f  riiy  voice  be  now  pf efiit, 
For  now  it  nede ;  feeft  thou  nat  mydiftrelti 
How  I  mote  tell  adon  right  thd  gUdnclTe 
OfTroilusto  Vcnus'htfrjringf  .   , 

To  which^gladnei^WhonedebAthC^him  bring 
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L^n  afl  tlUs  mene  white  tikis  fad  Thrifus 

Hecordb^  hn  lefTon  in  this  manert, 

Mafde,  tftonj^c  he,  thus  woli  I  £ue  and  thus, 

Thus  woU  I  phizi  ubto  my  ladir  derc. 

That  wordcr  is  rode,.^Bd  dus  fltall  be  my  c&err, 

This  n*ill  I  ott  foryetin  in  po  wife : 

God  lete  Kim  werkin  41  he  can  devife. 

And,  Lorde !  fo  that  his  herte  began  to  qtiiK{>pe 
Heriog  her  come,  and  flioft  gab  for  to  filbe  ; 
And  Pandiraua,  that  led  taer  by  the  Ia|^pe, 
Came  aere^  and  gan  in  at  the  curtdn  pike. 
And  £ucd;  Cdd  doe  bote  on  alt  that  are  l^e ! 
Se  who  is  here  yoa  comin  to  vifite; 
lo !  here  is  ihe  that  i<  your  d^th  t6  wite. 

Thetwith  it  femid  as  he  went  ahnofte. 
Ala!  <piod  Troilus,  fo  routhftjUy, 
Where  me  be  wo  o  mightie  God  \  thott  Wdfte : 
Who  is  all  thercl  ft  nuttruily. 
^t  (qood  Creleide)  it  ii  l^dtf  e  afld  I. 
Ye,fwet^  bene,  alaa !  1  maie  nat  rife 
To  knele,  ahd  do  y6ur  hononr  in  ibme  wife. 

Afid  dreffid  httn  upward;  and  Ihe  fight  thb 
Can  both  her  hondis  fdft  upon  him  leie. 
0,  for  the  loire  of  God  doe  ye  nor  lb 
To  me  r  (quod  Ihe.)  Ey,  what  i^  this  to  fci  f 
&«  comen*  am  I  to  you  for  caniiii  tWeie, 
Firll  you  to  thonLe,  andof  yoUt  lordlhipe  eke 
Coodnuaunce  1  would^  you  befekc. 

This  Th>ilu8y  that  herd  his  ladie  pnU^ 
Oflordlhipyhim  woz  neithir  quick  ne  dedde, 
^e  in^bt  o  worde  for  Ihame  unto  it  laie, 
Altholigh,  men  Ihouldin  Ihiitin  of  his  hedde, 
But,  liOTde  *  lb  be  woxe  fodainfiche  alle  redde ; 
And,  Sir,  his  lefibn  that  he  wend^  conne 
^0  pra^  her  is  through  his  Wit  ironne. 

Crefeide  all  this  efityid  welt  iuougb, 
For  fl»e  was  wife,  and  loved  him  ncr  the  lelTe, 
All  n'ere  he^  in  aJl  aparte,  or  made  it  tough,    ■ 
Or  was  to  boldc  to  fing  a  foils  roafle ; 
But  whan  his  Ihame  began  fomWhat  t«  pa^Fe 
His  realbns,  at  I  maie  my  rimis  holde, 
1  won  you  tell  as  techin  bokis  olde. 

la  chauBgid  voice,  right  for  his  very  drede, 
^^^kiche  voice  eke  quoke,  and  therto  his  manere 
Godelie  aBalh*t,  and  now  his  hewis  rede 
^w  pale,  unto  Crefeide  his  ladie  derc, 
With  loke  doune  caft  and  humble  voldin  chere, 
Lo  the  aMirfirft  wofde  that  him  alterte 
.Wai  twyiij  McrciCi  mcrclei  my  dcrc  hcrtc  \ 


AncFftint  awR^,  artd  Wftafl  lie  mi^ht  out  brfpg 
The  next^  word,  was,  God  ^ata  for  I  have 
As  faithfully  a*  I  haVc  had  Rotarin^ 
Ben  your^  all,  God  fy  my  fouR  Sve, 
And  ftall,  tifi  that  I  woftiH  Wight  hr  pavt. 
And  thongh  f  dare  nc  cin  uino  you  plain 
Iwis  I  fbfl&  not  the  laflS  pain. 

Thus  mocke,  as  now,  ah  womanfiche  wiffe  f 
I  maie  out  brfng,  and  if  thn  you  dl^lefe 
That  Ihall  I  wreke  upon  mine  (rmtx  lift: 
Right  fone  1  trowe,  and  doe  yotir  hcrte  an  elit^ 
If  with  my  deth  your  hcrt  f  maie  ap«fe , 
But  ^ns  dut  ye  han  herd  mt  Ibmwhat  ftf 
Now.rctche  !  nevirhowfdne  tfcnit  f  k^t, 
*yhtrw!tfc  hrs  manly  forpwe  to  Beholde 
It  might  have  made  an  herte  of  fto«e  to  rcw. 
And  Pandare  wtpt  as  he  to  watlr  wouW, 
And  pokid  evirhisnece  newt  and  newe. 
And  fayid.  Wo  begon  beto  hfcrtis  irut  \ 
For  love  of  God  make  of  this  thing  an  ttkAt^ 
Or  flea  ns  bothc  at  oneter  that  ye  wende. 

I,  what  >  (quod  Ihe,)  By  God  And  by  mf  mmtli 
I  n'ot  nevhr  what  ye  wiTnc  that  f  Ifcic. 
file  ?  what  ?  fquod  he)  that  ye  have  on  Mm  routR 
For  Godd*is  love,  and  doeth  him  nat  to  dele. 
Now  than  Autf,  (quod  Ihe)  1  wolHn  him  pf  ei^ 
To  tellin  me  tbi^  mie  of  his  entente ; 
Yet  will  I  nevir  well  what  that  he  mente. 

>that  that  I  mene,  o  my  Aieetc  herti  derc* 
(Quod  Troilos)  o  godely  freihe  and  fte  I 
Thaf  with  the  ftremit  of  your  eyin  clef  e 
Ye  wouldin  ibnitime  frendly  on  me  fe, 
And  than  agrcln  that  I  maie  ben  he 
Withotitin  braUnehe  of  vite  On  any  wU^ 
In  trouthe  alwale  to  do  you  my  fbrviiV, 

As  lo  my  ladie  right,  and  chcfe  refort. 
With  all  my  witte  and  all  my  diligence. 
And  I  to  have  right  as  you  lift  conifbrt. 
Under  your  yerde  egall  to  mine  offence, 
As  dcth,  if  that  I  brekin  your  defence, 
And  that  yc  digne  me  f>  moohil  honour 
Me  to  conmiaundin  aught  in  axw  hour. 

And  1  to  ben  your  very  humble,  true. 
Secret^,  and  in  my  painispacietit. 
And  evir  to  delirin  frefbly  ncwe 
To  fervin,  and  1>en  aie  like  diligent. 
And  with  gode  herte  all  wholly  your  talefit 
ReceVin,  in  gre,  how  fore  that  me  Imette  : 
L0|  tliis  mene  I,  o  mine  owne  fwetd  l^crte  t 
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(Quod  Pandarus)  Lo !  here  an  har^  rc^ueft. 
And  refo'nablc  a  ladie  for  to  wcmc ; 
^o w  nece  mine,  by  Katall  Jov'is  feft, 
were  I  a*god  ye  (hooldin  fterVc  as  ycmc. 
That  herin  well  this  man  wol  nothing  yeme 
But  your  honor,  and  fene  him  almoftc  £lerve» 
And  ben  fo  lothe  to  fuffre*  him  you  to  ferve. 

With  that  ihe  gan  her  eyin  on  him  call 
Full  efily  and  full  debonairly, 
Aviiing  her,  and  hied  her  not  to  faft 
With  ner  a  worde,  but  faf ed  him  foftil/^ 
Mine  honour  fafe  I  woU  wrell  truDy, 
And  in  focbe  forme  as  ye  can  now  devife, 
Recevin  him  fully  to  my  fervife ; 
'  3efeching  him,  for  Godd'is  love,  that  he 
Would  in  honour  of  trouth  and  g^ntiUneife, 
At  I  well  mene,  eke  menie  well  to  me. 
And  mine  hoi)|Our  with  wit  and  bufineife 
Aie.kepe ;  ani  if  1  xnaie  .doen  him  gladneffe 
From  hennisforth'e  iwis  I  n*ilj  not  Tiine : 
Mow  bethe  all  whole,  j^o  lengir  ye  ne  plain. 

But  nathelefle  this  warne  1  you,  (qjucKl  (he) 
A  king'is  fonne  although  ye  be  iwis, 
Tet  ye  (hall  no  more  have  fovdrainte 
Of  me  in  ^ove  than  right  in  that  cafe  is^ 
Me  n*ill  I  fotbere  if  ye  doen  amis 
To  wrathin  you^  and  while  that  ye  me  Cepr^ 
Chcrifhe  you  right  aftir  that  ye  defervc. 

And  (hort^y,  dcre  Jierte,  and  all  my  knight  I 
Beth  glad,  and  drawith*  you  to  luftineife. 
And  T  {hall  truely,  with  all  my  full  might, 
Your  bittir  tourin  all  to  fwetinefTe, 
If  1  be  ihe  that  maie  do  you  g}adnefle 
For  every  wo  ye  fhall^recovirbliife. 
And  him  in'armis  toke,  and  gan  bim  kiiTc. 

Fill  Pandarus  on  knees,  and  up  his  cycn 
To  hevln  threwe,  and  hclde'his  hondishie; 
Immortall  god !  (quod  he)  that  maieft  not  dieo 
liupide,  of  diis  thou  majil  the  glorifie, 
And.Venus,  thou  maift  makin  melodic  ; 
Withoutin  honde  me  feniith  that  in  toune 
For  this  miracle  I  here  eche  bell  foune. 

But  ho !  no  more  now  of  this  ilkc  matcre ; 
For  why  ?  this  folke  woll  com^n  up  an  one 
That  have  the  lettir  redde  :  lb !  1  *hein  here; 
But  I  conjure  the  Crefeid^  anone, 
And  thou  to  Troilus,  whan  thou  maift  gone, 
That  at  mine  houfe  ye  ben  at  my  warning. 
For  1  full  well  ihall  fliapin  your  comming ; 

And  efith  there  yourhertis  right  inough. 
And  let  fe  whiche  of  you  Iball  here  the  bell 
Tofpeke  of  love,  and  right  therwith  he  lough, 
For  there  have  ye  a  leilir  for  to  tell. 
(Quod  Tr6ilu8)  How  long  fliall  1  here  dwell 
Er  this  be  doen  ?  Quod  he.  Whan  thou  maieft  rife 
This  thing  fliall  be  right  as  you  lift  devife. 

With  that  Helen  and  alfo  Dciphobus 
Tho  comin  upward,  right  at  the  ftairc*s  ende. 
And,  Lorde !  fd  tho  gaii  gronin  Troilus, 
His  brothir  and  his  fuftir  for  to  blende. 
(Quod  Pandarus)  It  time  is  that  we  wcndc  ; 
T^^,  nec8  mine,  your  leve  at  them  all  thre. 
And  let  'hem  fpeke,  and  comitb  forth  ^ith  me. 
4t 


She  toke  her  leve  at  "hem  full  thriftily. 
As  ihe  well  could,  and  thei  her  revcreoct 
Unto  the  fiill  ydiddin  hertily, 
And  wondir  well  fpekin  in  her  abfeoce 
Of  her,  ki  praifing  of  her  excellence, 
Hfir  govimaulice,her  wit,  and  her  inaacfc 
Commendidin,  that  it  joie  was  to  here. 

Now  let  her  wende  unto  her  ownd  place, 
And  teumiB  wc  to  Troilus  againe. 
That  ^  full  lightly  of  the  lettir  pace 
Thajt  £>pph|QtbQ9  h|^  ip  the  gardine  iaine. 
And  of  Hele9  and  of  hiz^  he  wpuld  fane 
Delivhid  ben»  and  iaied  that  him  leil 
To  flepe^and  aftir  talis  have  a  reft. 

Helen  kim  kii^  and  toke  her  leve  as  UiT^ 
Deiphobus  eke,  and  home  went  every  wight, 
And  pandarus  as  £afte  ^pt  male  drive 
To  Troilus  tho  came  z$  )xoi  right. 
And  on  a  paillet  all  that  glad^  nigfat» 
By  Troilus  he  laie  wi^  merie  /^lere, 
Aiid  well  was  them  that  thes  werein  ykn* 
^    Whan  every  wight  yns  voided  W  tho  twe» 
And  all  the  doris  werin  faft  iihet. 
To  tell  in  ihort,  withoutin  wordis  mOp 
This  Pandarus  withoutin  any  let 
Up  roie,  and  on  his  bedd*is  fide  bioa  fet, 
And  gan  to  fpekin  in  a  fobir  wife 
To  Troilus  as  I  ihall  you  devife. 

Mine  aldirlevift  Lorde,  and  brothir  derc ! 
God  wot  and  thou  that  it  fate  mc  fo  fore 
Whan  I  the  fawe  fo  languifhing  to  ycre^ 
For  love,  of  whiche  thy  wo  woxe  alwaic  more, 
That  I  with  all  my  might  and  all  my  lore 
Have  ever  fidiin  doen  my  buiineire 
To  bringip  ^c  to  joie  out  of  diftreife ; 

And  £ive  it  brought  to  fochc  plitc  as  thoa  WW| 
So  that  through  mc  thou  ftondift  now  in  wiic 
To  farin  well,  I  laie  it^for  no  boft ; 
And  lyoft  tjiou  why  ?  but  iljame  it  is  to  laiCi 
For  the  have  I  begon  a  game  to  plaie 
Whiche  that  I  ncvir  doen  ihall  eft  for  other, 
Altholie  were  a  thoufande-fold  my  brother  j 

That  is  t^  faic,  for  the  am  I  become, 
Betwifin  game  and  emeft,  fqche  a  mene 
As  malun  wqmpn  mito  men  to  come. 
All  faie  I  nat,  thou  wod  well  what  I  mene, 
For  the  have  I  my  nece,  of  vicis  dene,    ^ 
Sq  fully  made  thy  gentiUneile  to  trift 
That  all  fliall  ben  right  as  thy  fclfin  lift. 

But  God,  that  all  wotteth,  ta^LC  I  to  witndTc 
That  never  this  for  covetife  1  wrought, 
But  oncly  for  to  a1)redgc  that  diftreflc 
For  whiche  well  nie  thou  dcydift,asme  thoognf, 
But,  gode  brothir,  doith  now  as  the  oaeht 
For  Godd'is  love,  aiid  kepc  her  out  of  blame, 
Sins  thou  art  wife,  and  iave  alwaie  her  name ; 

For  wel  thou  wofte  the  name  as  yet  of  her 
Eraofiges  the  peplc*  as  (who  (aieth)  halowed  »^ 
For  that  man  !s  utibore,  I  dare  well  fWere, 
That  ever  wift  that  ihe  yet  did  amis : 
But  wo  is  nie  that  I  that  caufe  all  this 
Maie  thinkin  that  flie  is  my  nec8  dcre. 
And  I  he^.cm,e,  and  traltour  eke  ifcrc^ 
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And  wer  it  #ift  that  I  through  nliiie  engme 
Had  in  my  nece  iput  this  fantafie 
To  doen  thy  Inft,  and  wholly  to  he  thine. 
Why,  all  thie  worlde  wooldin  upon  it  eric. 
And  iayin  that  1  Ae  worft  trecherie 
Did  in  this  cafe  that  cTir  was  hcgon. 
And  (he  fordon,  and  then  right  nought  iwon. 

Wherefore  er  f  woll  ferthir  gone  or  paat 
Yet  efte  I  the  hefeche  and  fully  faie 
Thit  ^Tite  go  with  ut  in  this  caas. 
That  u  to  iame,  that  thou  us  never  wrue; 
And  be  not  wrothe  though  I  the  ofdn  praie 
To  holdin  fecre  foche  an  high  matter, 
For  dtilfnll  is,  thou  wofte  well,  my  jpraier. 

And  thinke  what  wo  there  hath  betid  er  this 
For  making  of  avanntis,  as  men  rede. 
And  what  mifchannce  in  this  worlde  yet  there  b 
Fro  daie  to  daie  right  for  that  wickid  dede. 
For  whidte  thefe  wii^  derlds  that  ben  dede 
Have  erir  this  proTerbid  to  us  yoong, 
That  ThtJufmHue  Uithfttk*  tmwg. 

And  n'ere  it  that  I  wilne  as  now  ahredge 
Difiifion  of  fpeche,  I  could  ahnofte 
A  thoolancle  okli  ftories  the  aledge 
Of  women  lofte  through  falfe  and  fol'is  bofte ; 
I^hnrerbis  canft  thy  fcu  inow,  and  wofte 
Ayenift  that  Tice  for  to  hen  a  bUhbe 
All  iaicdmco  idthe,  as  often  as  the!  gabbe. 

0  toogoe,  alas !  fb  oftin  here  before 

Haft  thou  made  many  m  bdie  bright  of  hewe 
Siicd,  Welawaie  the  daie  that  I  was  bore ! 
And  many'  a  maidins  ibrrowe  for  to  newe ; 
And  for  the  mM«  parte  all  is  but  tttttme 
That  men  of  yelpe  and  it  wer  brought  to  prere ; 
Of  kindj  none  avauntour  is  to  leve, 

Avauntour  and  a  lier  all  is  one, 
Ai  thus ;  I  fttppofe  a  woman  graunt  me 
Her  k>Te,  and  laieth  that  othir  woU  ihe  none, 
Andl  am  fwornc  to  holdin  it  f«cre. 
And  aftir  I  goe  tett  it  two  or  ^ire ; 
Hris  I  am  a  ^raontour  at  the  left. 
And  lier  eke,  for  I  breke  my  hdieft. 

Now  lokith  than  if  thei  be  not  to  blame 
Sodie  manir  folk,  what  (bal  I  depe  liem,  what  \ 
That  *hem  avaant  of  women,  and  hy  name, 
That  yet  behtght  *hem  nevSr  this  ne  that. 
Me  kiMwin  'hem  no  more  than  mine  olde  hat : 
Ko  wondir  is,  fo  God  me  ieadin  hele, 
Tbovi^h  women  di)edin  with  us  men  to  dele. 

1  £ue  nat  this  for'no  miftmft  of  you, 
Ne  for  no  wife  men,  but  for  folis  nice. 

And  for  the  harme  that  in  the  woride  is  now 
As  wen  for  folie  oft  as  for  malice. 
For  well  wote  I  thatin  wife  folk  that  vice 
No  woman  drat,  if  flie  he  well  avMed, 
For  HTife  mtn  6m  iyfilis  UnuthaBifed. 

But  now  t^  porpoie,  levd  broUur  dcre  \ 
Have  all  this  thix^  that  I  hate  foed  in  minde. 
And  kepe  the  clo£^  and  be  now  of  gode  chere. 
For  all  thy  dasea  thou  fhalt  me  true  yfinde; 
1  ihall  thy  proceile  let  in  foche  a  kiode. 
And  God  tofome,  that  it  ihall  the  (u£Bfc, 
For  it  ihall  be  right  as  Uum  wo]|  dctife. 


Forwcll  I  wote  thou  mcmi  weft  paidc, 
Therefore  I  dare  this  folly  undirtake ; 
Thou  woft  eke  what  thy  Udie  grauntid  the,  , 
And  daie  is  fet  the  charterjs  to  make : 
Have  now  ^>de  night,  I  maie  no  lengir  wake,' 
And  bid  tor  me,  iith  thou  art  now  m  bHife, 
That  God  me  fend^deth  or  fon^  Ufle. 

Who  might  ytellih  haflfc  the  joie  or  fcfte 
Whiche  that  the  foule  of  Troilth  tho  felte  f 
Hcring  the*  efied  of  Pandarus  bchefbe 
His  oldd  wo,  that  made  his  herte  to  fweh, 
Gan  tho  for  joie  to  wafHn  and  to  melt| 
And  all  the  reheting  of  his  6kes  fore 
At  onis  fled,  he  felt  of  *hem  no  more; 

Blit^ight  fo  as  thefe  holtes  and  thefe  haytiT 
That  han  in  wintir  dedde  yben  and  drie 
Revefiin  *hem  in  grene  whan  that  Maie  is. 
Whan  etcry  luiKe  htSit  Dllith  to  pleic. 
Right  in  that  felfin  wife,'  fothe  fbr  to  feie,* 
Woxe  fodainly  his  hertd  full  of  joie. 
That  gladdir  was  there  nevir  man  in  Troie ; 
.   And  gan  his  loke  on  Pandarus  up  caSk 
Full  fobirly,  and  frendly  on  to  fe, 
And  fikyid,  Frende,  in'Aprilis'the  laf(. 
As  well  thou  woil,  if  it  remembir  the. 
How  nigh  the  deth  for  wo  thou  founds  mr, 
And  how  thou  diddifl  all  thy  hnfinefle 
To  knc»we  of  me  the  caufe  of  my  diilrefle  ; 

1  hou  woil  how  long  I  it  forbare  to  faie' 
To  the  that  art  the  man  that  I  bcffc  trift,  ^ 

And  periU  none  was  to  the  to  bewraie. 
That  wift  I  well ;  but  tell  me  if  the  lift, 
Sith  1  fo  lothe  was  that  thy  felf  it  wifl. 
How  durft  I  mo  tellin  of  this  matcre  , 
That  quake  now  tho  no  wight  maie  as  here  I 

But  natliilefl*e,  by  that  God  I  the  fwere. 
That  a&him  Hib  maie  all  this  world  goveme. 
And  if  1  lie  AchilHs  with  his  fpere  ^ 

Mine  hertd  deve,  all  were  my  Hfe  eteme. 
As  I  am  mortall,  if  I  late  or  y^me 
WoMld  it  bewraie,  or  durft,  or  fhovld,  or  connei 
For  all  the  gode  that  God  made  nadir  fonne ; 

That  rathir  die  1  would  and  determine. 
As  thinktth  me  now,  ftockid  in  prifoun, 
In  wretchidnefie,  in  filthe,  and  in  vermine, 
Capdff  to  cruiU  King  Agamemnoun ; 
And  thb  in  aU  the  temphs  of  this  toun. 
Upon  the  goddis  all,  I  woll  the  fwere. 
To  morowe  daie,  if  that  the  likith  here. 

And  that  thou  haft  fo  moche  idoen  for  me 
That  I  nemaie  it  nevirmore  deienre  ' '' 

,  This  knowe.  I  well,  all  might  1  now  for  the' 
A  thooiande  timis  on  a  aaorowe  fterve ; 
I  can  no  asore  but  that  I  woll  the  ferve 
Right  as  thine  own  flave,  whithir  fo  thou  wend^- 
For  evinnore  unto  my  lir^is  ende. 

But  here  withal  mine  herte  1  the  beibcho 
That  nerir  in  me  thou  demc  foche  folie, 
As  1  ihall  fain^,  me  thought  by  ^y  fp^Che, 
That  this  whicht  thou  me  docft  for  companW 
I  (houldrweBiQit  were  a  baad^rie ; 
I  am  not  wode  all  if  I  leude  ybe<    ' 
It  is  nat  fo,  that  wq^c  I  wcU  pa;de« 
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But  he  thj^jpetk  for  gold  or  for  ricbc0e 
On  foche  meltaif,  caJlinm  what  y-elii^. 
And  this  ^t  tOQU  doeJBl,  PiU  it  |^D«Uac&^ 
Companion^  and  ISeipwihip»  and  triil, 
I>q>ardn  it  fo,  for  widewhere  it  wift 
How  that  there  isdivcriltereqiiercd 
Betwixin  thix^h  like,  a3  J  have  leiied. 

And  that  thou  knowe  1  ne  ritinltroot  ^  wove 
That  this  Cbrvice  a  ihaoK  be  or  a  jafte^ 
'  I  have  my  hati  U&ir  Polyoieoe, 
Caflandra',  Helena  or  any  of  the  £ra|>c» 
Be  (he  never  fo  £jre  or  well  i(hape. 
Tell  me  whichetbou  wilt  of  evericboBe 
To  have  for-thioe,  and  ietoK  than  aloM* 

But  iith  that  thou  haft  doen  vie  thitSBnri««' 
My  life  to  iave,aad  for  mn^c^  of  n^d^w 
So  for  the  love  •£  God  tbia^rete  eii\priie  , 
Performe  it  oat,  ^or  oow  i«  %be  jbd&  nedia ; 
For  high  a«d  loi^,  withoatiii  any  dre4e»     > 
I  woll  alwaie  thine  heftia  alU  k«pf : 
Have  now  gode  iMgbt,  a«d  kt  <!•  ho^  Uof^    . 

Thus  held 'hem  «cbc  oiF  othir  wen  apsiedft  . 
That  an  tlie  worlde  AeiBi|^  it  bet  amopdc* 
And  on  the  marowcy  wban  4bei  wer«  anMod 
Bche  to  his  own^  nadis  gan  tntcndf ; 
But  Tcoilua,  though  as  ^  ^  ^  hwM 
For  lhaq>e  delire  of  b^pe  ind  of  pUiaunci^ 
He  not  fo^pte  hia^ode  wiic ^qmmmMt 

But  in  himself  w»di  «iaiUMde  gall  r^dnttll. . 
£che  rakill  dede  and  oobe  imbridlid  ohQf!f» , 
That  all  tho  that  lifviA,M>a  fortalaMii^, 
Ne  ihould  have  wi(U  by  word^  or  by  mmetc 
What  that  Ik  nait  iu  KWHhbg  ibtaooaier^ 
From  every  wigbt  as  fcnsne  as  is  cha^bnid. 
He  was  (b  wiic>  and  w«U  diffim«>ii  caud. 

And  all  tbt  while  wiii^  that  I  AOW  de^ife 
This  was  bis  life,  witb  aU  bia  fuUi  migbC, 
By  dale  he  was  in  Mait*«  b«gb  ^mmc9$ 
That  is  to  <ain,  in  amaia  aa«  Imigbt, 
And  fore  the  mora  part  all  the  loMgd  i^gbft 
He  Jay  and  tbangbt^wtbat  beimglit  ylenpe 
His  ladie  bf  (U»  bar  tbaobe  ior  to  dftfarvo. 

N*ill  laoi  rw<ri9,Wt)bo¥tblie  late  (ok. 
That  inhiy  tbgttgbt  he  d'^sfoiiiwhiit  diidbd, 
Ke  that  be  lomnid  «n  bia  piUowca  oft* 
And  would  ^f  tbat  bim  miOid  h«ve  ben  eifdi 
But  in  foc^Mcafa  men  be  mi  ahuue  f\cM 
For  aught  I  wotd»  immtm  tbtti  wm  be* 
That  can  I  d^ne  of  pefibiltte. 

Buc  aeftaiB  i^*  t«  pufpofe  fer-to  go, 
That  in  this  wbik,  aa  wnttcn  is  an  giAo^ 
He  faw«  hi$  iadie  A>iiname,  and  aUo 
She  withblm^paka  when  that  ibedoilliilidlBQat 
And  by  thar  botb«vlfo»a|  was  the  bcAc» 
^piwindtidrt  fall  wtttly  in  this  node. 
So  as  thei  durft^faew  llMy  wmildtn  peocede. 

But  if  waa  %oUn  in  fb  ikon  a  wife. 
In  foche  awaate  alwaie,  and  m  fixbe  fert, 
JLeft  aqy  -wi^  divinin  or  diirifii 
Would  of  *b(Bm  two, -or  eo  at  bit  an  erc^ 
That  all  this  worUe  fis  lele  to  'ban  se  wete 
As  that  Cupido  wonld  ^bem  bis  graoefende 
To  makin  of  tbtr  pnrpoiit  tight  «n  end?. 


Bljl^4l^|k^  M^  tbatihri  fpaWe  «r  WMa^ 
His'wiTd  ghoiie  -take  aie  of  aU  4babc4iad«, 
It  femid4Nnrbe  viSki  what  Ibc  thought 
Withoutin  wordc,  fo  that  it  was  no  aafie 
To  bid  him  aught  to  daoo  or  an^tkrbede, 
For  which  lh«  tbo«gbt -that  Java,  al  €9aie  it  }0b, 
Of  alU  }oie  W  op<^  bar  ihe  yata. 

And  ibortly  to  this  pracetfc  ^  ^  pane. 
So  well  his  werke  andwosdis  be  beiet 
That  he  fo  full  fU>de  an  bisladie'Mraoc 
That  tweatie  tboolaoda  timia  ar  welet 
She  t^onkid  Oad  fte  evir  with  bim  raei| 
So  could  he  bim  goverac  in  ibebe  knm 
That  all  the  world? na  migbt  it  betdcwfet 

Fcr  why  ?  dbe  fannde  biaa  fo  difcretc  in  aU, 
So  fecrete,  and  eka  of  fach  obeiiaiiooe. 
That  wfU  ibafelt  be  was  to  tea  watt 
Of  fte^  and  Ibelda  from  cvai^  d^HetoKb, 
That  to  ybenin  bli  pMle  gtfvimwio^ 
So  wife  he  was»  Aa  was  no  moaa  aferedy 
I  mene  as  fere  «a  it«ougbt  banftt^awad. 

And  JRaodams  to  f  uaclie  idwaKe  ahe  fire 
Was  evir  ilike  fraft  ftod  iUligcnt  s 
To  efe  hisfrenda  was4<it  al  his^ddirc  t 
Heihtfveaieoiii  beto^wilaaw»s£nit« 
He lettirsbai«  ^^vban  Trofibia waa  abfeat. 
That  nevir  nMB  as  in  bia  £rend*iMiede 
Ne  bare  Wm  bet  than  ^la  witbomi* -dre*, 

But  now  pam'vwMure  Ima  man  waina  vtm 
That  oviery  woada^  fonda,  ^ieke  or  «bere, 
Of  TroiiM  that  I  ceharcin  ^td, 
Inal  tbia  wbak««to  his  ladgr4c»e, 
1  trowe  it  were  a  fcNig  thing  liDr  «o  beat. 
Or  of  what  Wight  that  ftatite^n  Aisbe  diilaiate 
His  wordis  al  ac«vary  lobe  to  poioieu 

Forfothe  I  have  not  horde  it  doneer  tbii 
In  ftorie  non^  aa  no  tnan  kere  t  wane,    - 
And  tbougb  1  wnutdt«t>l<ould«Qt  ivi^ 
For  there  was  (ama  epi/M 'bom  betwcne 
That  would  (as^aiftbaninand^r)  walcnataae 
Nie halfe  this  boka,  <>f  Wbieh  bim  lift  aotwiiie} 
How  ihould  I  ibanNa  Itna  aCit  indite  ? 

But  ta  ibegret  eibdte  tbanfaie  I  thiia, 
Thit  ftonding  in  eonoorde  and  in  qukta 
This  ilk^  twok  Qttkii^  and  Troihu, 
As  I  have  toldtk  «Bd  ift  ibtrtime  fwete^ 
Save  *«Rely  ofte  migbtin  «bas  not  MMte, 
Ne  leifir  have  Iher  %echia  fo  Isdiell, 
That  it  beil  lii^t  as  I  Ibal  fnn  taH, 

That  Pandaraa,  that  evir  tlid  bis  nii^ 
Bight  for  the  ^  tbnt  I  ibal  (peka  of  hoe^ 
As  far  ta  brii^  to  his  boaib  taie  tii|iht 
His  fair^  nece  and  Troilns  ikre. 
Where  as  at  kifir  al  tbaa  high  aaitere 
Touching  her  iave  ware  at  tbe  f id  «p  boaftdf » 
Had  out  of  doote  a  time  to  it  yibaade; 

For  he  wkbgroaa  deiibemciao. 
Had  ««»  abing  that  tfaerto  m^avaiU 
Fome  eaft,  and  pot  in  etecation» 
And  n^tfait  Icfte  lor  cofi*  ne  for  travaik; 
Come  if  'betfi  tifte  'hem  iboukU  nothnig  fM^ 
And  f or  ^  ben  in  aught  elpysd  theae 
That  vr'dkc  he  wd  an  impdfibk  were« 
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And  dredMTe  k  tkft  Wm  in  the  wndd 
Of  every  pie  «iid  ethry  letgmei 
Now  ai  B  wcl,  for  al  the  WttrM  MKii#6 
In  this  mtir  botdi  freniM  tud  dune  ; 
This  dmber  n  al  redy  op  to firaiiie; 
Ui  lackilh  muglit  bm  thtt  we  wetiti  woM 
A  certtioe  houfe  in  ^iche  fiie  toibiti  flioid. 

And  TreUtts,  that  tl  Chit  pttrreiatmce 
iUkw  at  the  fel,  «nd  wtited  on  itine, 
Andherettpim  eke  nMt  gret  ordintunce,    ^ 
And  f oonde  his  esnfe  tnd  thcirwith  fah  ara/y   ' 
Yf  tlttt  he  were  ymiffici  nfght  or  day. 
There  while  he  wtt  tboutin  this  ferVice, 
That  he  was  gon  to  don  his  focrifiee, 

And  nmfte  at  (hche  a  temple  alone  wdte, 
Anfwetid  of  Apollo  for  to  be. 
And  firft  to  (Ime  th^  holy  hnirir  quaike 
£r  that  ApoQo  IJp^c  ont  of  the  tre, 
To  tellin  him  whan  Grekfis  next  fliouH  fle; 
And  forth/  k^  him  no  man,  Ood  (brhede ! 
But  praie  AfdS*  helpin  in  this  nede. 

Now  IS  there  Utiil  t/ton  for  lo  he  done 
But  Pandare  op,  and,  (hordy  for  to  laioe, 
Riglit  fone  upon  the  chamMnng  of  the  mone. 
Whan  lightkife  is  the  world  a  night  or  twaxne. 
And  that  tht  wcflctn  fliope  him  for  to  raise, 
He  ftrei^t  amorowe  onto  his  nccc  went. 
Ye  hare  wel  herde  tht  fine  of  his  entente. 

Wfaan  he  was  comen*  he  gan  anon  to  plaie. 
As  he  wuwonty  and  of  UmfcUe  to  jape. 
And  finally  he  fwore,  and  gan  her  faie 
Bf  this  and  that,  tie  ihould  him  not  efcape^ 
No  lengir  done  him  aftir  her  to  cape, 
Bot  certainly  tfaxt  flip  mnft,  hy  her  hrve. 
Come  foppia  In  his  hooit  widi  him  at  eve. 

At  which  ihe  lough,  and  gan  her  iSrfl  excnfe. 
And  &id«  It  rainith,  lo !  how  flioirfd  f  gone  > 
Let  be,  {quod  he)  nc  ftonde  not  thus  to  roofc ; 
Thb  mote  he  dou,  yc  Ihal  come  thtre  attone, 
So  at  thelaft  hert>f  thci  fel  at  one. 
Or  elKi  ftifr  he  fwort  her  In  her  crt 
He  n'olde.nevir  comSn  there  flic  were. 

Scoe  afHr  this  flie  unto  him  gan  rowne. 
And  a&id  tim  if  Troitus  were  there  f 
He  fwoie  her  Nsy,  for  he  was  out  of  townc, 
Andfeid,  MThat,  nece,  t  nofe  that  he  were  thii«, 
Yon  dnrft  nctir  thereof  have  the  more  fere  ? 
for  radnr  than  men  mlight  Mm  there  afj)ie 
Me  kvir  wrre  %  thoufandc  folde  to  die. 

Naught  lift  mine  aoiftDur  fully  to  dockre 
What  that  ihe  fhon^  whan  thit  he  fhid  her  To,. 
That  Troika  was  out  ot  tonne  ifare. 
And  if  he  laidi  therof  ibth  or  no, 
I  But  that  without  awaite  with  him  to  go 
I  She  grauntidhim,  fithe  he  her  that  befbught. 

And  as  his  neee  obeyid  as  her  ought. 
I     Bat  nath^efle  yet  gan  ftie  him  befeche. 
Although  with  h&n  to  gone  it  was  no  fere, 
for  to  beware  of  goflflie  peplis  fpeche. 
That  dremin  thingis  whiche  that  nevir  weW, 
And  well  avifin  hBn  Whom  he  brought  there ; 
And  laid  him,  Ime,  fhis  1  tuaxft  on  you  trill 
1  iiokealbcivcl;  1  do  now  as  ybu  lift, 


He  fwoM  her  this  by  flodtBi  add  hy  ioMi^ 
And  by  the  goddis  that  in  hevin  dweil» 
Or  eliis  wera  him  kirir  Ibule  and  bones 
With  Pinto  King  as  depd  hen  in  hell 
As  Tarjaks  t  What  ihooUaa  I  more  teH  f 
Whan  al  was  wel  he  rofe  and  take  his  krr»» 
And  (he  to  foupir  came  whan  it  was  ere. 

With  a  cettaine  nambre  of  her  «wiie  men. 
And  with  her  fayir  nece  Antigone, 
Andothir  of  her  women  nine  or  ten; 
Bnt  who  was  gbd  nowe,  who,  as  trpwyis  ye  ? 
But  Troilus,  that  (bde  and  might  it  ie 
Throughout  a  litii  window  in  a  Aewc, 
Ther  he  heflKt  till  nddnight  was  ia  mewe, 

Unwift  of  every  wight  but  of  |pandare« 
But  to  the  point.   Now  whan  that  flie  was  corns 
With  al  joie,  and  all  her  ktmdU  in  lare, 
Her  eme  anone  in  aitnis  hath  her  nome. 
And  aftir  to  the  lbt»ir  al  andfome. 
Whan  as  time  was,  ttilfofte  thci  liem  yfet^ 
Ood  wot  there  was  no  detnte  fcrie  to  Ut. 

And  aftir  foupir  gonnia  thei  to  rife. 
At  efe  wel,  with  hertis  fall  fipeih  and  ghufe. 
And  wel  was  him  thac  condd  beft  devife 
To  likin  her,  or  that  her  laoghin  mads  t 
He  fonge,  flie  phide;  he  totde  a  tak  cif  W^de; 
But  at  the  laft,  as  every  thing  hafh  endei 
She  toke  her  lei^  and  nodis  wonld  chens  wende* 

Bnt,  o  Fortune !  cxecntriceof  wierdes, 

0  inflneneis  <^  th^e  bevins  hie  *. 

Soth  is  that  nndir  God  ye  ben  our  hierdes, 
^Thoagh  to  us  befUs ben  the  caufts  wrie ; 
This  mene  I  now,  for  fhe  gan  homward  hiei 
But  execute  was  al  befide  her  kre 
The  goddis  wil,  for  whkhe  flie  muft  bikve. 

The  bentd  mone  with  her  homis  all  pak, 
Saturn  and  Jore,  in  Cancro  joynid  were. 
That  fuche  a  rainc  from  heVki  gan  avaik 
That  every  manir  woman  that  wasdiere 
Had  of  that  fmoky  raine  a  very  fere. 
At  the  which  Pandaretho  lough,  and  (aid  thenaei 
Now  were  k  time  a  lady  to  gone  hetme  ? 

But,  gode  nece,  if  that  I  might  evir  pick 
You  any  thing,  tiiam  pray  I  you  (qpod  he) 
To  don  mine  hcrt  as  now  fo  gret  an  efe 
As  for  to  dwell  here  al  thk  night  with  me; 
For  why  f  fhisisyonrown^honfeparde. 
For  by  toy  ttouthe,  I  (ay  it  nat  in  game. 
To  wcnde  as  nowe  it  were  to  me  a  fliame. 

Oreleidd,  which  that  could  as  moldl  gode 
As  halle  a  world,  tt>ke  hede  of  his  prayere. 
And  fens  it  rained,  and  al  was  in  a  flode. 
She  thought  as  gode  chepemay  I  dwelHn  here» 
And  graunt  it  gladly  with  a  frend'is  chere. 
And  have  a  thonke,  as  gnitche  and  than  abide. 
For  home  to  gon  it  may  nat  well  betide. 

Iwol,  (quod  (he)  mine  nnck  kfe  and  derr( 
Sens  that  yon  Hft ;  it  ikil  is  to  be  fo ; 

1  am  right  glad  vrith  you  to  dweliln  here ; 
I  feid^  but  in  game  that  I  wolde  goe. 
Iwis  graunt  mercy !  nec^,  (quod  he)  dm; 
Were  it  a  game  or  no,  the  fothe  to  t^l. 
Now  am  I  jkd  fctn  liat  you  Hft  to  dwells 


ThM al If  wel;  hat  tKo  began  ari^ 
*t*he  newe  J07,  and  al  the  feik  againe  ; 
But  Pandarns,  if  godely  had  he  might. 
He  would  have  hyid  her  to  bedde  fikl  faine^ 
And  fatd,  O  I^orde  ^  this  is  anhug^  hUne^ 
This  were.a  wethir  for  to  flepia  in. 
And  that  J  rede  us  fon^  to  begin : 

And,  nec^  wot  ye  where  I  wol  yon  late  f 
For  that  we  fliol  rnt  liggin  fierre  afonder. 
And  for  ye  neithir  (huUin,  dare  I  fate. 
Herin  thii  noife  of  rainis  ne  of  tlionder. 
By  God  right  in  my  litil  clofet  yonder. 
And  I  woi  in  that  uttir  houfe  alone  . 
Ben  wardain  of  yonr  #omen  everichone  i 

And  in  this  middle  xhambrc  that  yefe 
Sfhal  all  yovz  #omen  flepin  wel  and  fofte. 
And  there  I  fayid  (hal  your  (elvin  be. 
And  if  ye  Hggin  weL  to  night  come  ofte, 
And  carith  not  what  wethir  is  alofce.  ,    . 
Goth  in  anone^  tnd  whan  fo  that  ye  led 
Go  we  to  Hepe,  1  trowe  it  be  the  beft. 

There  n*is  no  mor2,  but  here  aftir  fone 
Thei  drank,  voidid,  atid  cuitinsdrew  anone; 
Gan  every  wight  that  hadde  nought  to  don« 
Afore  in  the  place  out  of  the  chambre  gone; 
And  evit  more  fo  .ftemtliche  it  fone, 
And  blewe  tberwith  fd  wonderlichd  loude^ 
That  wel  nigh  no  man  herin  othir  coude, 

Tho  Pan^tnis  her  erne,  right  as  him  ought^ 
With  women  fuche  as  were  her  moft  aboute, 
Ful  glad  unto  her  bedd*is  fide  her  brought^ , 
And  toke  his  leve,  and  gan  ful  lowe  to  loute, 
-  And  (aid.  Here  at  this  clolet  dore  withouu 
lUght  ovirthwart  your  women  liggi^  all,  ,,  . 
That  wboin.yt  lid  of  'hem  ye  maie  fone  calL 

So  whan  that  (he  was  in  the  clofet  hude. 
And  al  her  women  forth  by  ordinaunce 
A  bedde  werin,  there  as  I  have  yfaide. 
There  n*as  no  more  to  ikippin  nor  to  prannce 
^ut  bodin  go  to  bedde  with  mifchaunce, 
If  any  wight  {bring  were  any  where. 
And  let  *hem  Aepin  that  abedde  ywere.  ,  . 

But  Pandarus,  that  wel  couthe  eche  adek 
The  olde  dauhce,  and  eviry  point  therin, 
Vlian  that  he  wUU  that  all  .thing  was  wele. 
He  thought  he  wolde  upon  hb  werke  begin. 
And  gan  the  ilcwd  dore  all  foft  unpin 
As  {111  as  (tone,  withouti»  lengir  ktte  ; 
By  Troilus  adoun  right  he  him  fette. 

And,  ihortly  to  the  pointe  right  for  to  wttf 
Of  al  this  werke  he  told  him  onle  and  cnde. 
And  fayid.  Make  the  redy  right  anone. 
For  thou  (halt  into  hevin  bli&  y  wesde. 
Now  blifsful  VenusI  thou  me  grace  ylende^ 
(Quod  Troilus)  for  nevir  yet  no  nede 
Had  I  er  now,  ne  halfindele  the  drcde. 

(Quod  Pandarus)  Nedrede  the  ner  «  dele. 
For  it  ihal  be  right  as  thou  wolt  dciire: 
So  thrive  I  this  night  ihal  I  make  it  wele, 
Or  caftin  all  the  gruil  in  the  fire. 
Yet,  blifsful  Venus !  this  night  thou  me*  enfpire, 
(Quod  Troikis)  as  wis  as  I  the  fcrve, 
And  cvir  bet  and  b«t  ILal  til  1  dervc^ 
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And  if  I  had,  o  V^a*iulo£  aiirthe! 
Afpedis  badde  of  Mars  or  of  Satume, 
Or  thou  Cowbiftg,  ot  let  were  in  mv  birth, 
Thy  £ither  pny  I  a)  thilke  harme  diftonie 
Of  grace,  and  that  I  glad  aien  maie  tnrne. 
For  love  of  l^m  thou  Ipvided  in  the  fliaw^ 
1  mene  Adon,  thmt  with  the  bore  was  flawe : 

O  ^ove  !  eke  for  the  loye  of  (aire  £arope, 
The  which  in  form  of  bulle  awaie  thoo  fet; 
Now  helpe,  p  Mars  1  that  with  thy  blody  cope, 
For  love  of  Cypria,  thou  me  nought  ne  let; 
O  Phoebiis !  thinke  when  Daphne  her  felte  fltct 
Undir  the  ,barke,  and  laurir  woxe  for  drede, 
Yet  for  her  love  o  helpe  me  at  this  nede  1 

O  Mercuric !  for  the  love  of  her  eke 
For  which  Pallas  was  with  AgUuros  wrothe 
Now  helpe;  and  eke  Diane!  I  the  beleke 
That  this  viage  pe  be  pat  to  the  lothe; 

0  FataU  SoAna  i  whiche  or  any  clothe 
Me  (hapin  was  my  deftine  me  fponne. 
So  helpith  to  this  werke  that  i%  begoone ! 

(Quod  Pandarus)  Thou  wretcUd  mooc'ii  hert| 
Art  tSou  agafi  £»  that  flie  wbl  the  bite  ? 
Why,  do  on  this  furrpd  doke  upon  thy  (herte, 
And  folowe  me,  for  1  wol  have  the  wite, 
'But  bide,  and  let  me  gon  before  alite ; 
And  with  that  worde  he  gan  undone  a  trappet 
And  Troilus  he  brought  in  by  the  iappe. 

The  fteme  winde  Iq  loiide  began  to  route 
That  no  wight  other*is  noife  mi^  yhere, 
And  thei  that  layin  at  the  dore  without 
Full  fiklrly  thei  fleptin  mil  ifere ; 
And  l^andarus  witn  a  ful  (bbre  chere 
Goth  to  the  dore  anon  witkoutin  lette 
There  as  t)iei  lay,  and  foftily  it  ihette; 

And  as  he  came  ayenwaide  privily 
His  nece  awoke,  and  alkith,  Wbp  goeth  there  I 
Mine  own^  dcre  nece !  (qnod  he)  it  am  I, 
Ne  wondrith  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere; 
And  nere  he  came,  and  Cud  bcr  in  her  ere, 
No  worde  for  love  of  Qod  I  you  befecke. 
Let  no  wight  rife  and  Herin  of  our  fpeche« 

What !  whiche  waie  be  ye  comen  f  ^mJukt! 
(Quod  (he)  and  hdw  thus  unwtde  of  'hem  all.' 
Here  at  this  fecrj^  tn4>pe  dore  (^uodhe.) 
(Quod  tho  Crefeide)  JLet  me  fbme  wight  call. 
Ejgii :  God  forbid  that  it  i^ould  fo  beM 
(C^od  Pandarus)  that  ye  IfUhe  foly  wrought! 
Thei  might  demin  thiuflr  that  the!  nevir  tboBgbt. 

ii  it  mat  gtdemjitfing  mmrnit  U  toolr. 
Ne  yeve  a  wignt  a  caufi:  for  to  divine ; 
l^our  women  flepin  al  I  oodirtake,^ 
So  that  for  them  thehoufe  men  mightis  Diifle, 
And  flepin  woll^n  tiu  the  funne  (hine, 
And  when  my  talc  ybrought  is  to  an  ende 
Unwift  fight  as  I  came  fo  wol  I  weode. 

Now,  nec^  mine,  ye  fliol  well  undirftonde, 
(Quod  he)  fo  as  yc  women  demin  all. 
That  fdr  to  holde  in  love  i  iDan  in  honde, 
And  him  htr  lefe  and  her  dcre  hert  to  call, 
And  makin  him  an  how  above  a  call, 

1  mene,  as  love  an  othir  in  mene  while. 
She  doth  her  Iclfc  a  fluune  and  him  »  i^* 


.  IfgW  wfaerby  tliat  t  tdlln  you  al  this 
Yc  wotfi  jrour  idfc  as  wcl  as  any  wight; 
How  tW  your  love  al  fully  graiintid  is 
To  TroUns,  tha*  is  the  worthieft  wight 
One  of  the  world,  and  thcrto  trouth  iplight^ 
That  bu^  it  were  Ob  bim  alooge  ye  n'olde 
Him  ncvir  falfin  while  yc  levin  (holde. 
,   Now  ftonte  it  thus,  that  fith  I  fro  you  went 
Thii  Trptlns,  right  platly  for  to  fcinc. 
Is  through  A  gutdr  by  a  privy  went 
Into  my  chamhre  come  in  al  thii  reine, 
Unwiflt  of  every  m&nir  wight  ccrtainc 
Save  of  ny  felfe,  as  wifely  have  I  joie. 
And  by  the  faith  1  owe  Priam  of  Troie  : 

And  he.is  c<>me  in  f nche  paine  and  diflrcffe 
That  bo^  he  be  all  fully  wode  by  this 
HeiiDdaiBly  mote  fall  into  wodeqefle 
Batif  Godhelp^  i  Ind  the  caufe  why  is  thlt) 
He  faitK  him  tol4  is  of  a  firende  of  his 
How  that  ye  fliould  love  one  that  hight  Horaft, 
For  forow  of  ^Hiich  thi«  night  fhal  be  his  hft. 

Crefd4^,  whiche  that  al  this  wondir  herde) 
Can  fbdainly  aboute  her  hert  to  colde> 
And  with  a  (igh  ihe  forowfully  anfwerd^ 
Alas !  I  wende  whofoere  talis  tolde. 
My  dcre  heft,  certis,  erne,  would  me  nat  holdc 
So  lightly  £uiUe  :  alas '  conceitis  vtrong 
Whit  barme  thei.dooe  1  for  now  live  I  to  long. 

HorafU,  ahs !  and  faldn  Troilus ! 
I  Inowe  him  not,  God  helpe  me  fo !  (quod  (he.) 
Alas !  what  wicldd  fpirite  tolde  him  thus  ? 
Now  ccrtis,  eme,  to  morow'  and  I  him  fe 
1  ihal  tbcfof  as  full  excuiln  me 
As  pvir  did  woman»  if  that  him  like, ' 
And  whh  that  worde  (began  full  fore  to  (ike. 

0  Ood!  (quod  (he)  fo  worldly  felineffe, 
^'hichc  clerkis  callin  falfe  felicite, 
tmedlid'is  with  many*  a  bittemefTe 
Ful  anguiihous,  that  is,  God  wote,  (quod  |he) 
Condicion  of  veine  profperite. 
For  cithir  joyis  comin  nat  ifcre, 
Orellis  no  wight  hath  *hem  alwaie  bete, 

0  brotil  wele  of  manuals  joie  unliable ! 
^"oh  what  wight  fo  thou  be,  or  how  thou  playe, 
Fitliir  he  wote  that  thou  joie  art  mutable, 
Or  wote  it  nate,  it  mote  been  .one  of  twaie : 
Kow  if  he  wote  it  nat  how  male  he  faie 
"Fhat  he  hath  very  joie  and  ^linelTe 
That  ji  of  ignorauqce  aie  in  darkenefTe  ? 

Now  if  he  wote  that  joy  is  tranfitory, 
(Ai  every  joie  of  worlcUy  thing  mote  flie) 
Tlun  every  time  he  that  hath  in  memory 
The  drede  of  lefmg  makith  him  that  he 
^y  in  no  parfite  (ikerncfle  ybe, 
And  if  to  lefe  his  joie  he  fet  a  mite 
Thin  (cmith  it  that  joy  is  worth  ful  lite. 

Wherforc  1  wol  define  in  this  matere, 
"Hiat  tmily  for  aught  I  am  efpie 
There  it  no  very  v»cle  in  this  world  h^rc ; 
fiut  0  thou  wickid  ferpent  Jealoufie ! 
Thou  mi(bckvid,  envious  folic, 
^y  haft  thou  Troilus  made  me  to  untrifl, 
Thit  neyir  yet  anlte  hi|B  that  1  wi&Q  I 
Vol.  U 
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(Quod  Pandarus>Thui  (allin  is  this  caas. 
Why}  uncle  mine,  f  quod  (he)  who  tolde  him  this  } 
And  why  doth  my  dere-herte  thus  alas  ! 
Ye  wote,  ye,  nece  min,  (quod  he)  what  it  bj 
I  hope  al  flial  be  wcl  that  is  amis. 
For  ye  maie  queuche  al  this  if  that  you  left; 
And  doeth  right  fo ;  I  holde  it  for  the  beft. 

So  ihal  I  do  to  morow',  iwis,  (quod  ihe) 
And  God  toforne,  fo  that  it  (hal  fuffice.  ' 
To  morow,  alas !  that  were  (aire  (quod  he.) 
Nay,  nay,  it  maie  nat  ftondin  in  this  wife^    . 
For,  need  mine,  thus  writln  clerkis  wife. 
That  Feril  is  rvltb  dreiebing  in  ydrarve  ; 
Nay,  fuche  abodis  ben  nat  worthc  an  hawe. 

Nece,  all8  thing  hath  time,  I  dare  avow^ 
For  whan  a  chambre*  a  fire  is  or  an  hall, 
Wcl  more  nede  is  it  fodainly  rcfcowe 
Than  to  difpute  alid  aike  amongis  all 
How  is  this  candit  in  the  (Irawe  yfall  ? 
Ah,  benedicite  !  lot  al  among  that  fare 
The  harme  is  done,  and  farwel  feld^fare* 

And)  nece  mine,  ne  take  it  nat  agrefe 
If  that  ye  fufFre'  him  al  night  in  this  wo  ; 
God  helpe  me  fo  ye  had  him  nevir  lefe ;  ^ 

What  dare  I  fain,  now  there  is  but  we  two>    '  -* 
fiut  wcl  I  wote  that  ye  wol  nat  fo  do. 
Ye  ben  to  wife  to  don  fo  gret  folic. 
To  put  his  life  al  night  in  jeopardic. 

Had  I  him  nevir  lefe  ?  by  God  1  wene 
Yc  ne  had  nevir  thing  fo  lofc,  (quod  (he.) 
Now  by  my  thrifte  (quod  he)  that  (hall  be  fen^ 
For  fithc  ye  make  this  enfample  of  me» 
If  I  al  night  would  him  in  forowe  fe 
For  al  the  trefour  in  the  toune  of  Troie, 
I  biddc  God  that  I  nevir  mote  have  joie. 

Now  lok(^  than  if  ye  that  ben  his-  love 
Should  put  his  life  all  night  in  jeopardy    . 
For  thing  of  nought :  now  by  that  X^cd  abov0 
Nat  oncly  this  delale  cometh  of  folie 
But  of  malice,  if  that  I  (hould  nat  lie  : 
What  I  platly  and  ye  fuffre*  him  in  diftrefle 
Ye  neithir  bounte  done  ne  gentilnelTe. 

(Quod  tho  Crefeide)  Wol  ye  done  o  thingi 
And  ye  therwith  (hal  ftinte  al  hisdifefe, 
Have  here  and  berith  him  this  blewe  ring. 
For  there  is  nothing  might  him  bettir  piefe 
Save  I  myfelfc,  ne  more  his  hert  apefe ; 
And  faie,  my  dere  hcrte  !  that  his  forowe 
Is  cauf  elelfe,  that  (hal  he  fene  to  morowe.         , 

A  ringe !  (quod  he)  ye  hafilwodis  (haken !    - 
Ye,  nece  mine,  that  ring  muft  have  a  (lone, 
A  ftone  which  that  might  ded  men  aHVe  makeO| 
And  fuche  a  ring  trowe  I  that  ye  have  none : 
*  Difcredon  out  of  your  bed  is  gone,  « 

That  fele  I  now,  (quod  he)  and  thgt  is  routhe  ; 

0  time  iloi^,  wcl  maift  thou  curfin  flouthe  ! 
Wote  yc  not  wcl  that  noble  and  hie  corage 

Ne  foroweth  nat,  ne  ftintith  eke  for  lite, 
But  if  a  fole  were  in  a  jelous  rage 

1  n'olde  fettin  at  his  forowe  a  mite, 
9ut  fefte  hiia  with  a  few  wordis  white 

An  otiitr  deie,  whan  that  I  might  him  finde  ; 
But  this  thing  (lant  al  in  anothir  kindei 


if* 


Husk  lb  |;efitk'  uA  lb  tendw  of  bcite 
Tint  with  hS  dcth  he  wol  his  forowctwreke. 
For  truft  it  wd  how  (ore  (b  that  him  imertd 
He  wol  to  you  no  Jelovt  wordii  fpeke ;  . 
And  forthy,  nece,  er  thit  hir  hert  to  brehe^ 
So  ^eke  your  ieUe  to  him  of  this  matere,' 
For  with  a  worde  ye  maie  his  hert^  ftere. 
Now  haTe  I  tolde  what  peril  he  is  in. 
And  his  coming  nnwift  to  every  wight. 
He  parde  harme  maie  there  be  none  ne  fin^ 
I  wol  my  iclf  be  with  you  a)  this  night ; 
Ye  know  eke  how  it  b  your  owni  Imight, 
And  by  that  right  ye  muft  upon  him  trifte. 
And  I  al  preft  to  fctche  him  when  yon  lifte* 

This  accident  lb  pitous  was  to  here. 
And  eke  ^  like  a  fothe,  at  primd  face. 
And  Troihis  her  knight,  to  her  fo  dere. 
His  prive  comming,  and  the  likir  ptoce. 
That  though  ihe  thought  (he  did  hmi  than  m  grtee, 
Confidirid  all  thingis  as  they  ftode, 
Ko  woodtr  is,  fens  he  did  al  for  gode. 

Crefeide  anfwerde,  As  wifely  Ood  at  reft 
My  foull  bring  as  me  b  for  him  wo. 
And,  eme,  iwis  faine  would  I  don  the  beft« 
If  that  !  a  grace  had  for  to  do  fo ; 
But  whethir  that  ye  dwcl  or  for  him  go 
1  am,  til  Ood  me  bettir  mindi  fende. 
At  Dulcarnon,  right  at  my  witt*isende. 

(Quod  Pandarus)  Ye,  nec^,  wol  ye  here, 
Dulcarnon  clcpid  is  fleming  of  wretches. 
It  tfemith  hard,  for  wretchis  wol  noucht  lere 
For  Tcry  flduthe,  or  othir  wilful!  tetdies. 
This  faid  is  by  them  that  ben*t  worth  two  fetches ; 
But  ye  ben  wife,  and  that  ye  han  on  honde 
^*is  neithir  harde  ne  ikilful  to  withftonde. 

Thin,  eme,  (quod  ihe)  doeth  hereof  as  yon  lift, 
But  er  he  come  I  wol  up  firft  arife, 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  fens  al  my  trift 
Is  on  you  two,  and  ye  beth  both^  wife^ 
So  werkith  now,  in  fb  difcrcte  a  wife. 
That  1  honour  maie  hare  and  he  plefaunce. 
For  I  am  here  al  in  your  gorimaunce^ 

That  is  wcl  faid,  (quod  he)  my  tied  dere  I 
There  gode  thriftc  on  that  wift  gentill  herte; 
But  ligrith  ftill,  and  takith  him  right  here. 
It  ned^  nat  no  ferthir  for  him  (kcrte ; 
And  eche  of  yon  efe  othir  forowes  {mert» 
For  love  of  Ood  and  Venus  1  the  herie. 
For  fone  hope  I  that  weihnlHn  ben  merte. 

This  TroilttS  fiill  fone  on  knees  him  fetfce 
Ful  fobrety  right  by  her  bedd^s  hcd. 
And  in  his  beft^  wife  his  lady  grette; 
But  Lord !  ib  fte  woxe  fbdainliche  all  red, 
"  And  thought  anone  how  that  ihe  fliulde  be  dedde ; 
She  conld^  nat  o  worde  aright  out  bringe. 
So  fodainly  for  his  fodaine  cominge.  * 
But  Pandtros,  that  fo'wel  could  fele 
^  every  thing,  to  plate  anon  began, 
And  fayid,  Nece,  §c  how  this  lord  gan  knde^ 
Kow  for  your  trouth^  fc  this  gen  til  man; 
And  with  that  worde  he  for  a  quiihin  ran. 
And  faid,  Kndtth  now  whilis  that  thon  leAe, 
There  God  your  hcrtis  bxin{  fon^  to  rcftc. 
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Can  I  nai^  fain,  for  ^  MhSm  Btt  rife, 
If  forowe' it  put  out  of  her  rcmcnkmcc, 
Or  ellis  that  Ike  toke  it  in  the  wifii 
6f  dudtie  as  for  his  obiiBrfauiice ; 
But  well  finde  I  Ike  did  him  this  ukbaiMt, 
That  ihehim  kift,  althon|h  flie  fikid  fixe, 
And  bad  hiiA  fit  adonn  withootin  mere. 

(Q^  Paadams)  Now  wol  ye  wettbcgii, 
Nowdoth  him  fittin do^ne,  gode mdt docl 
Upon  your  beddls  fide,  ml  there  within, 
That  edie  of  yon' the  bet  maie  othir  here ; 
And  vrith  thatwocdehedrewhimtotketee, 
And  toke  a  light,  and  found  hit  coaatioiaiKt 
As  for  to  ioke  upon  an  old  romauncc. 

Crelode,  that  was  Troihu  lady  rigbl, 
And  dere  ilode  in  a  gro«ndc  of  fikimEe,  ^  ^ 
All  thought  ihe  that  her  fervaunt  and  ber  bMff 
Ne  ihnlde  of  trovthe  none  unright  of  htr  gcK, 
Yet  nathelelfe,  confidrid  his  dimfe. 
And  that  love  is  in  caofe  of  fuchefolie. 
Thus  to  him  fpake  flie  of  his  jeloofic  s 

Lo,  heni  mme !  as  would  the  eicelkBCt 
Of  love,  aienft  the  whiche  that  no  man  mtk, 
Ne  oueht  eke  godely  makin  refiftence, 
And  eke  bicau^  I  fclt^  wel  and  frie 
Your  grete  trooth  and  lefvice  eviry  diie, 
And  that  yourliert  al  mine  vras.  Mi  toAlie, 
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This  drove  me  for  to  rewe  upon  your  wiiei 

And  your  godenes  have  I  foundea'  uwvf^ 
Of  whiche  my  dere  hert,  and  al  my  knigbt! 
I  thanke  it  you,  as  ferre  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  [  nat  as  much  as  it  were  right} 
And  I  emforth  my  conning  and  my  migbt 
Have,  and  aie  Ihal,  how  lore  lb  that  m^  tert| 
Ben  to  you  trewe  and  whole  with  all  mioeberU 

And  dredileffe  that  ftal  be  founde  at  prevef 
But,  hert^  mine !  what  al  this  is  to  friae 
Shal  well  be  told,  fo  that  ye  novght  you  grew, 
Though  I  to  yon  right  on  your  lelf  coaptuBe^ 
For  therewith  mene  I  finally  the  paine 
That  halt  your  hert  and  mine  in  bevinctfe 
Fully  to  flaine,  and  every  wronjf  redreffe. 

My  gode  hert  mine !  n'ot  I  for  why  ne  bfV 
That  Jelottfy,  alas  1  that  wicked  wivere, 
Thus  caufclefie  is  cropin  into  you. 
The  harme  of  whiehe  I  would  hkk  ddiveret 
Alas !  that  he  all  whole  or  of  him  fiiveit 
Should  have  his  refute  in  fo  digne  a  phice  1 
Than  Jove  him  fone  oot  of  yo«r  hnte  encel 

But  o  thou  Jove !  o  auAour  of  nature  I 
Is  this  an  honour  to  diy  dignite 
That  foike  ungihy  fulTrin  here  injure. 
And  who  that  gilty  is  al  quite  goeth  he? 
O  were  it  lefull  for  to plaine  ofthe, 
iTiat  undcfervid  fufirift  jeloufie. 
Of  that  I  would  upon  the  plaine  and  crie. 

Eke  al  my  vro  b  this,  that  fbike  nowtfet 
To  faine  right  thus ;  Ye,  jeloufie  b  love, 
And  would  a  bufhil  of  venim  ^cvfen. 
For  that  a  grane  of  love  is  on  it  Ihove, 
But  that  wote  high  Jove  that  fittin  above 
If  it  be  Vkir  love,  or  hate,  or  grame. 
And  aftir  that  it  ought  to  here  hnnanfti 
1 
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BateertiiDe  it  Ibtne  mamr  jelonfie 
bacn£db]e  more  thin  fome  iwis. 
As  whan  ciafe  it  and  fome  fuche  fanofie^ 
With  pke  that  fo  wel  ezpreffid  is 
That  it  umiethis  doeth  or  faith  amit, 
lot  godelj  dHnkith  np  il  hit  diftrefle, 
And  that  ezcnie  I  for  the  gentibeffe. 

And  fome  (b  fbl  of  fury'it  and  difpite 
That  it  furmonntith  hit  repreflSon ; 
Bot,  hcrt£  mine !  ^  he  nat  in  that  plite, 
rhat  thooke  I  God,  for  whiche  joor  paffidU 
I  wol  oat  cal  it  hut  illufioa 
Of  habomdaonce  of  love  an<l  hefy  cnre, 
rhat  doth  your  hertd  thit  difefe  endure ; 

Of  which  I  am  right  fory  hut  nat  wfothe^ 
fet  fior  my  deroir  and  joar  hert'it  refte. 
filkere  foyonlift,  hy  ordal  or  hy  othe, 
Bf  (brtc,  or  in  what  wife  fo  that  you  kfte, . 
Porlofe  of  Ood  let  preVe  it  for  the'beile, 
And  if  that  1  be  gilty  do  me  die ; 
&hi!  irhat  mi^t  I  more  or  done  or  (eie ? 

And  tho  with  that  a  fewe  bright  terit  newe 
Dot  of  her  eyin>fel,  and  thus  (he  leide ; 
MowOod,  thoD  vrofk  in  thought  ne  dede  antro#e 
To  Troilnt  wit  nevir  yet  Crdeide ; 
RTithdiather  hed  doun  in  the  bed  (he  leide^ 
&nd  with  the  fliete  it  wrie^  and  fighid  fore, 
^hdd  her  pece;  nat  a  word  fpake  (he  more. 

Bot  oowhebe  Qod  to  quench  al  this  ibroWt 
It  hope  I  tfaathc  flia],  for  he  hefte  msy^ 

^'i'wmfiU^mmetyfimr'idMy, 
^  4f^  ^fhOurfUiwthjrtnt  May  ; 
Bcateae  all  day,  and  redin  eke  in  ftoriei^ 
^  4^>«^/M(r£/  km  ^iB»rM, 

ThitTrmhu,  when  he  her  wordii  herde^ 
^ve  ye  no  care  him  lifti  nat  to  ilepe, 
wit  thought  him  no  firokit  of  a  yerde 
to  here  or  ic  Crefeide  hit  lady  Wepe, 
^wclhe  feke  about  hit  hert^  crepe^ 
^  crery  tcre  whicbe  that  Crefoide  aflerte^ 
^  oio:^  of  detb  to  ftraine  him  by  the  herte. 

Aad  in  hit  minde.  he  #an  the  time  accurfe 
*^  he  came  thetc^  and  that  he  wat  ybomCy 
^  now  hit  wicke  ytoumid  into  wor&, 
^  afl  that  labour  he  hath  doen  bcfome 
k  weode  it  loft,  he  thought  it  n'at  but  lotne  i 
\  PlBdanit !  thou^  he,alat !  thy  wile 
v^tth  of  nought,  fo  wckwaie  the  tirhile ! 

And  thertriu  all  he  hing  adomne  hit  hedde^ 
iid  fell  on  kncea,  and  forowfuUy  fight  i 
^  might  he  lain  ?  he  felt  he  n'at  but  dedde, 
^  wroth  wtM  (he  that  (houid  hit  forowet  light; 
^  natheleffe  whan  that  he  fpekin  might, 
Ian6id  he  thut^;  Ood  wote  that  of  thit  game 
^  all  it  wift  than  am  I  nat  to  blame. 

'Httrwhh  the  (browe  in  hert  fo  ihet 
^  from  hiteyin  fell  there  nat  a  tere^ 
W  cTcry  fpa^te  hit  Tigour  in  knct, 
» thd  aftonied  and  oppreffid  were ; 
kfeliog  of  hit  forowe  or  hit  fere^ 
^  of  aught  clHt,  fledde  were  out  of  tonne ; 
tdoonehe  fell  all  ibdainly  in  fwovoc^ 
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Thit  wat  no  little  foroWe  for  t6  fe; 
But  all  Wat  huih't,  and  Pandare  up  at  ^ ; 
O  need  !  pecej  or  we  be  loft  (quod  l^e  j) 
Bethe  nat  agaft;  but  certain  at  the  laft 
For  thit  or  that  he  into  bedde  him  taft. 
And  (aide,  O  thefe !  it  thit  a  mann'is  herte  ? 
And  of  he  rent  all  to  hit  bard  (herte. 

And  fayid,  Nece,  but  and  ye  helpe  ut  nowy 
Alat !  your  owni  Troihit  b  lome. 
Iwis  fo  would  I,  and  I  wlft^  how, 
Foil  (kin,  (quod  (he,)  AUt  that  1  wa  borne  I 
1f>,  neod,  woll  ye  pullin  out  the  thome 
That  ftiketh  in  hit  herte  (quod  Pandare  f) 
6aie  all  foryere^  and  (Unt  it  all  this  fare. 

Ye,  that  to  me  (oood  flie)  full  levir  wera 
Than  all  the  gode  the  funne  about  ygoeth  ; 
And  therewithal!  (he  fwbre  him  in  hit  ere, 
Iwit,  my  det^  herte !  I  am  not  wrothe. 
Have  here  my  trouth,'  and  many*  an  othir  othe. 
Mow  Q>eke  to  me,  for  it  am  f  Crefeide  : 
But  all  for  naught ;  yet  might  he  not  abreide. 

Therwith  hit  poulce  and  paumit  of  hit  hondei 
Thei  gan  to  firote  ^  and  iTete  his  templis  twain. 
And  to  deHTir  him  fro  bittir  bondet 
She  oft  him  kift;  and^  (hortly  fof  td  (ain. 
Him  to  rewakin  (he  did  all  her  pain ; 
And  at  the  laft  he  gan  hit  breth  to  drawe. 
And  of  hit  fwough  fone  aldr  that  adawe. 

And  gan  bet  minde  and  refon  to  him  taike^ 
But  wondir  fore  he  wat  abalhed  iwit, 
And  with  a  (i^h  whan  he  gan  bet  awake 
He  faied,  O  merde,  Ood  '  what  thing  is  thit  t 
Why  doe  ye  with  your  felvih  thus  amis  ? 
(Quod  tho  Crefeide)  is  thit  a  mann'it  game  ? 
What,  Troilut !  woU  ye  do  thut  for  Ihame  f 

And  therwithall  her  arme  orre*  him  (h«  hude^ 
And  aU  foryave,  and  ofHn  time  him  keft  : 
He  thonkid  her,  and  to  her  fpake  and  fitied 
At  fill  to  purpofe  for  hit  hert'it  reft  ; 
And  (he  to  tlutt  anfwerde  him  at  her  left. 
And  with  Iter  eodclie  wordit  him  difport 
She  gan,  and  ort  his  (browtt  to  comfort. 

(Quod  Pandarus)  For  aught  I  can  afbteii 
Thit  hght  nor  I  ne  fenring  here  of  naught. 
Light  it  nat  gode  for  fikc  folkit  eyen  X 
But  for  the  love  of  Ood,  lent  ye  ben  bought 
In  thit  gode  plite,  let  now  non  hery  thought 
Ben  hangid  in  the  hertia  of  you  twer ; 
And  bare  the  candle  towaroes  the  chimney* 

Sone  after  this,  though  it  no  nede  ywere, 
Whan  (he  foche  othis  as  her  lift  derife 
Had  of  him  takin,  her  thought  tho  no  fere 
Ne  caufe  eke  none  to  bid  him  thennit  rife  i 
Yctlefie  thing  than  othit  huie  fuffice 
In  many'  a  cafe,  for  erery  wight  I  gelfe 
That  loTith  well  menith  but  gentilneffe. 

But  in  tSt&.  (he  would  y wete  anon 
Of  what  man,  and  eke  where,  and  alfo  why, 
He  jelous  was,  fent  there  wat  caufJ  non, 
And  eke  the  (Igne  whiche  that  he  toke  it  hy|. 
She  bade  him  that  to  tell  her  buflly, 
Or  ellit  certain  (he  bare  him  on  honde 
That  thit  wat  dpcn  of  maKce,  her  X9  fbBd<| 
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Withouu'n  more,  (honly  for  to  (ain. 
He  mud  obeie  unto  his  laJie's  hcfl. 
And  for  the  lalTe  harme  fee  mull  fomwhat  fain; 
He  faicd  her.  Whan  (he  wa»  at  fochc  a  fed 
She  might  on  him  have  lokid  at  the  left;* 
K*ot  1  nat  what  (all  dere  inough  a  rifhc) 
Ai  hr    hat  nedis  muft  a  caufe  out  fiftic. 

And  flic  anfwerde,  Swetc  hcrt !  all  wcf e  k  fo, 
What  a.^nac  was  that,  fmcc  1  non  cvill  nienc  ? 
For  by  that  God  that  wrought  us  bothd  two 
In  all  noanir  thing  b  mine  entcnt  clcne ; 
Sochc  ar^mentes  ne  be  nat  worthe  a  bene  : 
WoU  ye  the  childifli  jelous  couDterfete  ? 
Now  were  it  worthy  tliat  ye  were  ibete, 

Tho  Troilus  gan  iorowfully  fike, 
JLeft  (be  be  wrothc  him  thought  hi«  hcrtc  dcide. 
And  faied,  Alas  f  upon  my  forowe'a  (ike 
Have  mcrcie,  o  fwcte  licitc  ntine,  Crefeidc  I 
And  i(  that  in  tho  wordis  that  I  (eide 
Be  any  wrong,  t  woll  no  more  trcTpace  ; 
Doeth  what  you  lid ;  I  am  all  in  your  grace. 

And  (he  anfwerde.  Of  gilt' miTericorde,- 
That  ib  to  faine,  that  I  foryeve  all  this. 
And  evirmore  on  this  night  you  recorde,  ■ 
And  bcthe  well  ware  ye  doe  no  more  amis. 
Naie,  dcrc  hcrt  mine  1  no  more  (^uod  he)  iwis. 
And  now  (quod  (he)  that  I  have  you  doc  imcrtc 
Foryeve  it  to  mc,  mioc  owne  fwete  hcrtc^  I 

This  Troilus  with  blifTe  "of  that  fuppriTed 
Put  all  in  Godd'is  hande,  as  he  that  ment 
Nothing  bpt  well,  and  fodainly  avifed 
He  hrr  in  his  armis  Tad  to  him  bent ; 
And  Pandarus  with  a  full  gode  entent 
Laied  him  to  (lepe,  and  faied.  If  ye  be  wile 
Sownith  not  now,  led  more  folke  arifc. 

What  might  or  maie  the  fely  lark^  faie 
"When  that  the  fparhauke  hath  him  in  his  fote? 
1  can  DO  more  but  of  thefe  ilk^  twaie, 
(To  whom  this  talc  fugrc  be  or  fote) 
Though  I  tary  ayere,fomtime  I  mote 
After  miiie  audhour  tellin  ther  gladnc(re. 
As  well  as  I  have  tolde  ther  heviiiefle. 

Crefcid^y  whiche  that  felt  her  thus  itake, 
(As  writin  clcrkis  in  ther  bokis  old) 
Right  as  an  ^pin  lc(e  (he  gan  to  quake 
Whan  ihe  him  felt  her  in  his  armis  fold} 
But  Troilus  all  whole  of  caris  cold 
Oau  thankin  tho  the  blisfull  goddis  fcven. 
Thus  Sondry  fa'iHu  bringin/olk  to  bev€H, 

This  Troilus  in  armis  gan  her  draine. 
And  fay  id,  Swetc !  as  evir  mote  1  gone 
llow  be  ye  x^ught ;  now  here  is  but  we  twftine ; 
Now  yeldith  you,  for  othir  bote  is  none. 
To  that  Crefeide  anfwerid  thus  anone, 
Ne  had  I  cr  now,  my  fwete  hert^  dcrc  ! 
Ben  yoldin,  iwis  I  were  now  not  here. 

O  foth  is  faied,  that  helid  for  to  be 
Of  a  fevir  or  othir  grcte  (iknc(rc 
Men  mud  drinkin,  as  we  may  oftin  fe. 
Full  Uttir  drinkc,  and  for  to  have  gladne(re 
Men  drinkin  oft  in  pain  and  in  di(lrc(rc ; 
I  menc  it  here,  as  for  this  avinture. 
That  through  a  pain  hath  foundin  al  his  cure. 


td^tii. 


And  now  fwetne(re  yfemith  ferre  more  fwcte 
That  bittimcflTe  a(rayid  was  bifomc. 
For  out  of  wo  in  bliJOfe  now  thei  flete  ; 
Non  fochc  thei  feltin  (ithins  thei  were  borne  ; 
Now  is  this  bcttir  than  bothe  two  be  lome  i 
For  love  of  God  take  every  woman  hcde 
To  wcrkin  thus  if  it  come  to  the  ncde. 

Crefeidc  all  quite  from  every  dtt^  and  tcoc. 
As  (he  that  jufU  caufe  had  him  to  trid. 
Made  him  foche  fed  it  joic  was  for  to  (ene, 
Wlian  (he  his  trouth  and  clene  entent  y  wid  i 
And  as  about  a  tre  with  many'  a  twi(E 
Bitrcnt  and  writhio  is  the  fwete  wodbinde 
Gan  cchc  of  'hem  in  armis  othir  winde* 

Atid  as  the  newe  aba(hid  nightingale. 
That  dintith  drd,  whan  (he  be^innith  (ingy 
Whan  that  (he  herith  any  hcrdls  tale. 
Or  in  the  hedgis  any  wight  dering. 
And  a*  I'r  fikir  doeth  her  voice  out  ring^ 
Right  fo  Crefeide,  whan  that  her  drcde  deot. 
Opened  her  hcrt,  ind  told  him  her  entent. 

And  right  as  he  that  feeth  hia  deth  ilhapeo» 
And  dyin  mote.  In  aught  that  he  maie  gcflCy 
And  fodainly  rcfcous  docth  him  efcapen. 
And  from  his  deth  is  brought  in  (ikimc(re, 
For  al  this  worldc  in  foche  prefent  gladnefle 
Wab  Troilus  and  hath  his  lady  fwcte  ; 
With  no  worfc  hap  G^od  let  us  nevir  mete  f 

Her  armis  fmall,  her  back  both  dreight  and  fo&. 
Her  fidis  long,  and  fle(hy,  ixnothe,  and  white. 
He  gan  to  drokc,  and  gode  thrift  bad  fuU  oft. 
Her  (how-white  throte,  herbredis  round  and  lite^ 
Thus  in  this  heven*  he  gan  him  to  delite. 
And  therwithall  a  thoulande  times  her  kid, 
I'hat  whkt  to  docn  for  Joie  unncth  be  wid. 

Than  faied  he  thus,  O  Love  !  o  Chariu ! 
Thy  mdthir  eke,  Citherea  the  fwcte  f 
Aftir  thy  felf  next  hei^id  be  (6c, 
Venus  I  menc,  the  wcDwilly  planete. 
And  next  that  Hymenxus  f  I  the  grcte. 
For  nevir  man  was  to  you  eoddis  hold 
As  I,  whiche  yo  have  brought  fro  cans  cold!.- 

Benign^  Love  \  thou  holy  bond  of  thingc*. 
Who  fo  woll  grace,  and  lid  the  not  honoure^ 
Lo !  His  defirc  Woll  flic  withoutin  wingei^ 
For  n*oMid  thou  of  bountie  "hem  focoure 
That  fervin  bed,  and  mode  alwaie  labonre. 
Yet  were  all  lod,  that  dare  I  Well  fain  certcs. 
But  if  thy  grace  ypafTid  our  defertcs. 

And  for  thou  me,  that  led  chonke  cOnd  deferre 
Of  them  that  nombred  ben  unto  thy  grace. 
Had  holpin  there  I  likely  was  to  dcrve. 
And  me  bedowid  in  fo  high  a  place 
That  thilk^  boundis  maie  no  blide  furpace, 
1  can  nd  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
Be  to  thy  bounte  and  thine  excellence. 

And  therwithall  Crefeide  anon  he  ki^ 
Of  whiche  certain  (he  ne  fch  no  difefe,   % 
And  thus  faicd  he,  Now  woM  to  God  I  wid. 
Mine  hert^  fwcte  I  how  I  you  bed  might  plcfCr 
What  man  (quod  he)  was  evir  thus  at  efc 
As  1,  on  whiche  the  fairid  and  th^  bed 
That  cr  I  fcic  deiniih  her  heit  to  red  I 
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Here  male  ye  fene  that  mercie  paffith  right. 
The*  experience  of  that  is  felt  in  me. 
That  am  unworthy  to  fo  fwete  a  wi^t; 
Bat  barte  mine  !  of  your  beaignite 
So  thinkith,  that  though  I  unworthy  1>e   . 
Yet  mote  I  node  amendin  in  fome  wife 
Kight  through  the  vertueof  your  hie  Service. 

And  for  the  love  of  God,  my  lady  dere^ 
Sith  he  hath  wrought  me  for  I  flial  you  (erve, 
As  thua  I  menc,  that  ye  woU  be  my  fere 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  you  lift,  or  fterve  ; 
So  techitfa  me  how  that  I  maic  deferve 
Your  thonke,  fo  that  I  through  min  ignoraunee 
Nc  doe  nothing  that  you  be  difplefaunce  : 

Forxertis,  freflie  and  womaalichd  wife ! 
This  dare  I  (aie,  that  trouth  and  diligence. 
That  ihaU  ye  findin  in  me  all  my-life. 
Me  I  woUnot  ceitain'breke  your  defence. 
And  if  1  doe,  prefent  or  in  abfence. 
For  love  of  God  let  flea  me  with  the  ded(^ 
If  that  it  like  unto  your  womanhedc^ 

Iwis,  (quod  flae)  mine  ownd  hcrte^is  luft ! 
My  grcoind  of  efe,  and  al  mine  hert^  derel 
Graunt  mercie  {  for  on  that  is  all  my  truil : 
Bat  let  us  fall  awaie  fro  this  mattere, 
For  it  fuffiiith  this  that  fald  is  here, 
.And  at4>  worde,  withoutin  repentaunce. 
Welcome  my  knight,  my  pece,  my  fuflifiwmc e  ! 

Of  thcr  delite  or  joies  one  of  the  left      ' 
yjac  impoffible  to  my  wit  to  fiue. 
But  judgith  ye  that  have  ben  at  the  feil 
Of  foche-gbdnefle,  if  that  him  lift  to  plaie, 
1  can  no  more  bat  thus,  thefe  ilke  twaie 
That  night,  hctwixin  drede  and  ftkimefle, 
Feltin  in  love  the  grctift  worthinciTe. 

O  bliffuU  night !  of  them  ^  long  ifought. 
How  blithe  unto  'hem  boih^  two  thou  were ! 
Why  ne*  had  I  feche  feft  with  my  fouie  ibought, 
Ye,  or  but  the  left  joic  which  that  was  there  I 
Awaie  ihou  foule  daungir  and  thou  fere ! 
And  let  'hem  in  this  hevin  bliiTe  ydwell. 
That  is  fo  high  that  all  ne  can  I  tell. 

Bat  ibthc  is,  though  I  can  not  tellin  all, 
As  can  mine  ap^our  of  his  excellence, 
Yet  have  I  £ued,and  God  tofom^  (hall, 
In  every  thing  all  wholly  his  fentencc, 
And  if  that  1  at  L.ov'is  reverence 
Have  any  worde  in  echid  for  the  beft, 
Doeth  therwithall  right  as  your  ielvin  left  ( 

For  sdl  my  wordis  here,  and  every  part, 
I  fpeke  *bem  all  undir  corredion 
Of  you  that  fcling  have  in  lov'is  art, 
And  put  at  all  in  your  ^crecion, . 
To  encrefe  or  make  diminicion 
Of  my  langage,  and  that  1  you  befeche  s 
But  novr  to  purpofe  of  my  rathir  fpeche* 
.   Tbefe  ilke  two,  that  ben  in  armis  laft. 
So  lothe  to  liem  afondir  gon  it  were, 
That  eche  from  othir  wendin  ben  biraft. 
Or  eUis,  lo !  this  was  ther  moft^  fere, 
That  al  this  thing  but  nic^  dremis  were, 
for  whiche  full  oft  eche  of  *heih  faid,  O  fwcte ! 
Cl^^  I  yott  t)ii»y  or  ek  doc  1  it  wet^  I 


And,  Lorde  !  fo  he  g9n  godelie  «o  lier  ie, 
That  nevir  his  loke  ne  blent  from  her  face. 
And  faied,  O  my  4Jere  berte !  maie  it  be 
That  it  be  fothe  that  ye  ben  in  this  place  ? 
Ye,  herte  mine !  God  thanke  I  of  4ias  grace,      ^ 
(Quod  tho  Crefcide)  and  therwithaU him  kift. 
That  where  here  fpirite  was  for  joie  ihe  B*ift. 

This  Troilus  full-oft  her  cyintwo- 
Gan  fo^  to  kiife,  and  laied,  O  eyin  dere  I 
It  werin  ye  that  wrought  me  foch^,  wo. 
Ye  humble  nettis  of  my  lady  dere. 
Though  there  be  mercie  writtin  in  your  checc^] . 
God  wote  the  text  full  harde  is  for  tofinde ; 
How  couldia  ye  withoutin  bc«ide  me  bande  i 
;  Therwith  he  gan  her  faft  in  armis  take. 
And  well  an  hundrid  timis  gan  he  £ke. 
Not  fofhe  ibrowfull  fighis  as  men  miske 
For  wo,  or  ellis  whan  that  folke  be  like. 
But  efie  fighis,  foche  as  ben  to  like,  i 

That*ihewid  his  afie<3ion  within;    • 
Of  foche  manir  fighis  could  he  not  blin« 

Sone  aftir  thia  thei  fpake  of  foa4rie  thinges. 
As  fill  to  purpofe  of  this  avistaire. 
And  play  in  emerchaungadin  ther  ringcs, 
Of  whiche  I  can  not  teUin  no  Icriptvre, 
B^ut  well  wot  a  broche  of  gold  and  azure,   , 
In  whiche  a  ruble  fet  was  Tike  an  hert, 
Crcfeide  him  yave,  and  ftacke  it  op  hisfberte*  \ 

Lorde  I  trowd  ye  that  a  co^eitoufi  wretche 
That  blamith  love,  and  halte  of  it  difpite. 
That  of  tho  pens  that  he  can  muckre*  and  kctcfae 
Was  evir  yet  ycve  to  him  foch<  delite. 
As  h  in  love  in  o  poia<^  in  foaoe  pliiif  f  * 

Naie,  doubtiieiTe,  for  all  fo  God  me  fave 
So  parfite  joie  ne  maie  no  nigard  have, 

Thei  woU  iaie  Yes,  but  ^orde  that  fo  thei  lie  ! 
Tho  bufie  wretchis  full  of  wo  and-  drede  4 

That  callin  love  a  wod^nefle  of  folia ; 
But  it  ihall  fall  'hem  as  I  Ihall  you  rede,  .  ^ 

Thei  (hall  forgon  the  white  and  eke  the  rcdc. 
And  live  in, wo,  there  God  yeve  'hem  mifchauncca 
And  every  lovir  in  hit  trouthe  avaunce.  ; 

As  would  to  God  tho  wretchis  that  difpife 
Service  of  love  had  eris  all  fo  long 
As  had  Midas,  all  full  of  covetife, 
Apd  thcrto  dronkin  had  as  hottc  and  ftrong 
As  Cyrus  did  for  his  affV^is  wrong, 
T^  techin  'hem  that  thei  ben  in  the  vice. 
And  lovirs  not,  although  thei  hold  'hem  nice, 

Thefe  ilk^  two  of  wl^om  that  I  you  faic, 
Whan  that  thcr  hcrtis  well  aifurid  were, 
Tho  gonnin  thei  to  fpekin  and  to  plaie. 
And  eke  rehercin  how,  and  whan,  and  wherej  * 
T^i  knewin  firft,  and  every  wo  or  fere  k 

That  pallid  was ;  but  all  foche  hevinefle, 
Ithonkjd  God,  was  toumid  to  gladnefle. 

And  evirmore  whan  that  'hem  fell  to  fpeko 
Of  any  thing  of  foche  a  time  agone 
With  kiiling  all  that  tal^  ihould  ybrekc. 
And  fallin  into  a  newe  joie  anone. 
And  diddin  all  ther  naight,  fens  thei  were  on^i 
For  to  recoveren  blifl*c  and  ben  at  efe. 
And  paifid  wo  with  joyis  couoterp^i^, 
A  a  Jij 
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RefoB  w«D  not  lliati  Ijpekin  of  flepe^ 
For  it  accorciitli  not  to  1117  mmttere ;  ' 
God  wote  tfaei  toke  of  it  foll^ttlc  kepc» 
But  left  tins  night  tbtt  was'to  *heni  fo  dcrq 
^e  ^euld  in  Tliine  efcapc  in  po  maoere 
It  was  bifet  in  joie  and  bnikieffc 
Of  all  that  fonnieh  into  gentilnefle. 

Bot  whan  the  cockie,  commune  aihreloger. 
pan  on  his  breft  to  bete  s^d  altir  crowe, 
And  Lnoifer,  the  day'is  meftmger, 
Gan  for  to  rife,  and  out  hisbemis  throwe, 
Andeftward  rofe,  to  him  that  could  it  knoir, 
^•rtuma  Majw^  than  inoine  Crefeide 
With  herte  fore  tv  Troihis  thus  fcide  : 

Mine  hert*is  ISie,  my  truft,  al  my  plefavnee ! 
That  I  was  borne,  alas !  that' me  is  wo. 
That  daie  of  ns  mbte  make  difcererauncei 
For  time  tc  is  to  rife  an4  hennis  go, 
Or  eUis  1  iin  k»ft  for  evirmo. 
b  Might !  ahs !  why  n'Ht  thou  ore  us  bore 
As  long  as  whan  Alonena  |aie  by  Totc  I 

O. blacks  Might  I  as  fblke  in  bolns  rede. 
That  fliapin  art  by  Ood  dm  worlde  to  hid< 
At  certain  timis  with  thy  derk^  wede. 
That  undir  that  men  might  in  reft  abide, 
Wei  oughdn  b^fles  to  phin  and  fblke  to  thide, 
That  thereis  daie  with  labor  would  us  breft,    ' 
That  thou  us  ilieft  and  deinift  us  not  reft. 

Thou  doeft,  alas  I  fo  fliortly  thine  office. 
Thou  rakle  Might,  that  God  makir  of  kinde 
The  ^  tlitne  Caft,  and  thine  unkindd  vice 
80  faft  aie  to  our  hemifpher^  binde, 
That  nevirmore  ondir  the  ground  thou  wbde, 
For  through  thy  rtkle  hying  out  of  Troie 
liave  I  fo^gfone  thiis  hafti ly  my  joie. 

This  TrMus,  that  with  tho  wordis  felt. 
As  thought  him  tho,  for  piteous  diftrefle 
The  hlodie  teris  from  hit  herte  melt, 
A«  he  that  y«t  nerir  (oche  hterinefte 
Aifayid  had  out  of  fo  erete  gUdnefle, 
Can  therewithal!  CrcKide  ms  lady  dere 
tn  anhis  ftrain,  tad  faid  in  this  manere : 

O  cniitf  Daie  1  accufer  of  the  joie 
That  Mig^t  and  LoVe  hath  ftole  and  fail  iwrie, 
Accurfid  be  thy  comming  into  Troie ! 
For  erery  bowre  hath  one  of  thy  bright  eycn  \ 
Envious  Daie !  what  lift  the  fo  to  fpien  f 
What  haft  thou  loft  {  why  fekift  thou  this  place  ) 
tJThere  God  thy  li^t  lb  quenchd  for  his  grace  1 

Alas  !  what  have  thefe  lovirs  the  agilt  \ 
pifpitous  Paie!  thine  be  the  paine  of  hell. 
For  many*^  a  knrir  haft  thou  flain  and  wilt^ 
Thy  poring  in  wbll  no  whext  let  'httn  dwell ; 
^^rhu  \  profrift  thdu  thy  light  here  f6r  toUXl 
Co,  fell  it  them  th^  finKte  felis  grave ; 
We  woll  th<e  not  1  us  nedith  no  daie  hive. 

An4  ^c  the  fdnn^  Titan  gan  he  chide, 
And  faid,  O  fele  !  well  maie  men  the  difpife. 
That  halt  all  night  the^Dauning  by  thy  fide. 
And  fuftrift  her  fo  fone  up  fro  die  rife, 
Foi^  to  dtfefe  us  lovirs  in  this  wile ; 
What !  hold  your  bed  there  thou  and  thy  Morow ; 
I  biddd  God  lb  yeve  you  botfi  fdrowe. 


Therwtth  foHibre  hefighed,aiid  tbaabefielde: 
My  lady  bright^  and  of  my  wde  or  wo 
The  well  and  rote  I  •  godely  mine,  Crefeide  f 
And  fliaU  I  rife,  alas!  and  fliaU  I  goe  ^ 
Mow  fek  I  that  mine  herti  mote  a  t#o  ; 
Ancf  how  Ihould  I  ray  lilr  an  houre  iavc 
3ent  that  with  you  is  all  the  life  I  have  } 

What  fliall  I  doen  ?  for  certis  I  n*otMouc^ 
Me  whan,  alas !  I  flial  the  timC'  fe 
That  in  this  plite  I  maie  ben  eft  with  fov. 
And  of  my  life  God  wote  how  ftiall  tliBat  be. 
Sens  that  deftre  right  now  [q  bitith  inc 
That  I  am  dede  anon  but  I  retoume : 
How  Ihould  I  long,  alas !  fro  you  ibfoufve  1 

But  nath^lcfle,  mine  owni  ladie  bri^u! 
Yet  vf^ft  it  <b  that  I  wift  utdrly 
That  I  your  humble  fervaimt  tnd  yiwr  ksigfct 
Were  in  your  herte  iiet  fo  fermily 
As  ye  in  mine,  the  whiche  tliiBg  trvilf 
Me  levir  were  than  bave  chefe  worUis  tivaiot 
Yet  Ihould  I  bet  endurin  all  my  pain. 

To  that  Creleide  aniwerid  right  aMB, 
And  with  a  ligh  Ihe  laied,  O  hme  dere ! 
The  game  iwis  fo  ferlbrth  now  is  gon 
That  firft  (kail  Phoebus  fallin  from  the  fphcr^ 
And  everiche  egle  ben  the  dov!is  fere. 
And  every  rocke  out  of  his  pUce  aftcrte, 
£r  Troiluft  go  but  of  Crefeide's  herte. 

ye  ben  fo  depe  within  mine  herte  ygitvCy 
That  tho  1  would  it  tume  out  of  my  ^Mm^/bk^ 
As  wifely  very  God  my  foulc  fiive, 
To  dyin  in  the  pain  1  coulde  nought ; 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  that  us  hath  wraa^bt. 
Let  in  your  brain  none  othir  fiantaite 
So  crepin,  that  it  cauft^  me  to  die. 

And  that  ye  me  would  have  as  fiift  ia  mindo 
As  I  have  you,  that  would  I  you  befecfae. 
And  if  I  wift  fothily  that  to  finde, 
God  might  not  o  point  of  my  joyis«che* 
But,  hcrt^  mine !  witboutih  more  fpeche, 
Bethe  to  me  true,  or  ellis  were  it  ronthe. 
For  I  am  thine,  by  God  and  by  my  t|oatkifK» 

Bethe  glad  fortby,  and  live  in  likirBeflc, 
Thus  faied  I  ner  er  this,  no  fliall  to  im  | 
And  if  to  yon  it  were  a  grete  gbdneffe 
To  toume  ayen  fone  aftir  that  ye  go. 
As  faine  would  I  as  ye  that  it  were  fti. 
As  wifely  God  mine  hert^  bring  to  reftiQ, 
And  him  in  armis  toke,  and  ofte  kefte. 

Ayenft  his  will,  fithe  it  mote  nedts  be, 
Thi»  TroUus  up  rofe,  and  faft  him  ckd. 
And  in  his  armis  tokc  his  lady  Ire 
An  hundrid  times,  and  on  his  waie  him  Ipei^ 
And  with  foche  wordis  as  his  herte  ybkd 
He  feid^,  Farith  wel,  my  ilere  herte  fwetc  ! 
That  GsMi  us  gr^unt^  found  and  fone  to  mete. 

To  whiche  no  wordc  for  forowe  ihe  anlwcrd. 
So  fore  gan  his  parting  her  to  diftrain. 
And  Troihis  unto  his  pakis  ferd. 
As  wo  bigon  as  ihe  was,  ibthc  to  laine. 
So  harde  him  wrong  of  fliarpe  defire  the  paisf 
For  to  ben  efte  there  he  was  in  plefaunce. 
That  it  may  aare  out  of  his  rgaemhraiiaos^ 
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RetoiHnd  16  Kti  f^all  pAleit  iboe 
He  £o^  unto  hit  bedde  gan  lor  to  ihriiikey 
To  liep8  loDf  y  as  he  was  woot  to  doen  $ 
Bnt  all  for  naa^t;  he  maie  wcl  ligge  aod  winke. 
Bat  flepe  maie  there  none  in  his  hertd  iioke, 
Thiiiking  how  ihe,£br  whom  dciire  him  hreode, 
A  M.  foUe  was  worth  more  than  he  wende. 

And  in  his  tlumght  gan  up  and  donne  to  weade 
Her  wordis  all,  and  erery  continannce. 
And  fiermsly  impreifin  in  his  minde 
The  idU  poinde  that  to  him  was  plcfiw'Bcei 
'  And  Teriiy  of  thilk)&  remembraunce 
Befire  al  newe  him  brende,  and  Iqft  to  hrede 
Gan  more  than  erilf  and  yet  toke  he  noo  hedCf 

Creiietde  aUb  right  in  the  iamd  wife 
Of  Troilns  gan  in  )ier  hert^  ihet. 
His  worthaoefie,  his  laft,  his  de<Us  wile» 
His  gentilnefle,  and  how  Ihe  with  him  mel> 
Thonking  Love  that  be  U>  well  her  beiet, 
Defiring  oft  to  have  her  hert£  dere 
In  Ibche  a  place  as  Ihe  durft  make  him  chere* 

Faadare  a  morowe  which  that  coounia  wat 
Unto  his  need  gan  her  faire  to  grete. 
And  fated.  All  this  night  fo  rained  it  alas  I 
That  all  my  drede  is  that  ye,  need  fwcte! 
Hare  Uttle  leifir  had  to  ilepe  and  mete : 
AH  ni^t  (^ttod  he)  hatl^  rain  fo  do  me  wake 
That  Sflote  oi  OS  I  trowe  ther  heddis  ake. 

And  neM  he  came,  and  (aid.  How  ftant  it  now^ 
This  merie  man^e  ?  nece,  how  can  ye  fsre  I 
Creieide  anfweide,  Nevir  the  bet  for  yoa, 
PoKfi  that  ye  ben,  God  yere  your  hert4  care| 
God  heipe  me  ib  ye  cauiid  all  this  £u«, 
Trowe  I,  (quod  flie)  for  all  your  wordis  white  f 
Q  whofi»  feeth  you  knowith  you  full  lite  I 

Widi  that  Ihe  began  her  iace  for  to  wrie 
With  the  ihet^and  woie  ht  ihame  aU  rcd^ 
And  Paadams  gan  ui^dir  for  to  prio, 
Andlapd,  Nece,  if  that  I  IhaU  ben  dedde 
Have  how  a  firerde  aod  ^tkh  of  my  hedde  \ 
With  that  his  armis  all  ibdainly  he  thrifte 
Uadir  her  nceke,  aad  at  the  kft  her  kifte. 

I  pnfls  al  that,  which  chargith  naught  to  (a^  ; 
Whatl  God  for]fave  his  deth,  and  (he  alfo 
ForyaTC ;  and  with  her  uncle  gm  to  plaie. 
For  odiir  caule  ne  was  there  none  than  fo  i 
But  of  this  thing  right  to  th*  effed  to  go, 
WltfB  time  ywas  home  to  her  houle  ihe  weut, 
Ami  Paadaros  hath  fully  his  entent. 

Now  tonrod  we  ayen  to  TroUns, 
That  rei^effe  full  kmea  bedde  ylaie. 
And  piTily  fient  aftir  ra^darus. 
To  hmi  to  come  in  all  the  haft  he  niaie  t 
He  come  anon,  not  onis  fided  he  naie, 
AndTroihis  full  iobirly  he  grete. 
And  doune  upon  the  beddSs  fide  him  fete. 

Thsf  Trothiawith  all  th*  affedioua 
Of  fircndly  lote  that  hertd  maie  derifis 
To  Pandarus  on  knets  fip  adoune, 
Aodef  that  be  would  of  the  place  ariie 
He  gan  him  thankin  on  his  beftd  wife; 
An  hundrid  time  he  gan  the  tim^  blefle 
That  he  was  hme^  to  bnng  him  fro  diftxefitr. 
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Heiaid,Ofirendoffirendes!  thcal&beft 
That  erir  was,  the  fothe  for  to  tell. 
Thou  haft  in  heven  ibrooght  my  ibole  at  reft 
Fro  Pkgethon,  the  fine  flode  of  bell. 
That  though  I  might  a  thoulande  timisici 
Upon  a  daie  my  lUe  in  thy  feivice. 
It  ne  might  not  a  mote  in  that  fuffice. 

The  fomuS,  whiphe  that  al  the  worlde  m«ie  U9 
Sawe  nevir  yet  (my  life  that  dare  I  leie) 
So  j<Mly,  faire,  and  godely,  as  is  ihe 
Whofe  I  am  all,  and  (hall  till  that  I  deie  ; 
And  that  \  thus  am  her's,  dare  I  wcl  feie, 
That  thankid  be  the  high£  wotthineiTe 
Of  Love,  and  eke  thy  kmdi£  bufinclTe. 

Tnns  haft  thou  me  no  Uttle^Ing  iyere  s 
For  why  ?  to  the  obligid  be  for  aie 
My  life ;  and  why  }  tot  through  thine  helpe  I  IsY<^ 
Or  els  dedde  had  I  ben  many  a  daie : 
And  with  that  worde  doun  in  his  bed  he  laie^ 
And  pandarus  full  fobirly  him  herde 
Tin  wH  was  (aid,  and  than  he  him  anfwcrde  : 

My  der^  frende !  if  I  have  doen  for  the 
In  any  cafe,  God  wote  it  is  me  lefe. 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  maie  of  it  be, 
God  helpe  me  (b ;  hjat  take  now  not  agrefe 
That  I  &all  (aine ;  beware  of  this  miiUiefe, 
That  thef  e  as  now  thou  brought  art  to  thy  blift 
Thstt  thou  thy  felf  ne  cauie  it  not  tomifle : 

For  of  Fortun*is  iharpe  adverfite 
The  worfi^  )ande  of  infoftune  is  this, 
A  man  to  have  ben  in  profperite. 
And  it  remembir  whan  it  paffid  is ; 
Thou*  art  vrife  inough,  forthy  doe  nat  amis; 
But  not  to  rakiU  th^gh  thou  iitt^  warme. 
For  if  thou  be  certain  it  woU  ^  narme. 

Thou  art  at  efie,  an4  hold  the  well  therlfl^ 
For  all  fo  fiire  as  re^de  is  every  fire 
4I'  griU  a  trmfU  u  to  ki^  vveU  at  wimu  t 
BridUah»0htiyJp*ckaMdttydefire, 
For  WwUlyjm  Mtktl^  mii^lya  vnrt^ 
That  previth  weU,  it  breft  al  dale  fo  ofteg^ 
Forthy  nede  is  to  werkin  virith  it  fofte. 

(QttodTroiltts)  I  hope,  and  Godtofome^ 
My  derd  (rende !  that  I  iball  fo  me  here 
That  in  my  gilt  there  (half  nothing  ben  lom^ 
Ne  I  n*iU  rakle  for  io  grevin  her  ; 
It  nedeth  not  this  ^lattir  oft  to  tere. 
For  wiftift  thou  mine  hert^  wel«  Pandare, 
God  wote  of  this  thou  wouldift  litil  care. 

Thogan  he  tell  him  pfhisglad^Digbt,  - 
And  whereof  firft  his  hert  ydnidde  and  how^ 
And  iayid,  Frende,  as  I  am  a  true  knight. 
And  by  that  faithe  1  owe  to  God  and  you^ 
I  had  it  nevir  half  fo  hot  as  now. 
And  cvir  the  more  that  defire  me  biteth 
To  love  her  bcft  the  more  it  me  deUtetb^ 

I  n'ot  my  felf  not  wifely  what  it  is. 
But  now  i  felin  a  new  ijualite. 
Ye,  all  anothir  than  I  did  er  this, 
Pandare  anfwerid  and  (aied  thus,  that  (• 
That  onis  maie  in  bevin  blifle  ybe 
He  felith  othir  wayis,  dace  I  (ate. 
Than  thilke  timo  he  firft  herdofit  b^ 

A  a  iiij  ^ 
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nh  18  a  worde  for  a1,  that  Troilut 
Was  nevir  ftil  to  fpcke  of  this  matere, 
And  for  to  praiiin  unto  Pandarus 
The  boupte  of  his  bright  lady  fo  dere. 
And  Pandanif  to  thanke  and  makin  chere  s 
This  tale  was  aie  fpan  nevre  to  beginne 
Till  that  the  night  departid  *hctp  atwinne^ 

Sone  aftir  this,  for  that  Fortune  it  would^ 
Icomio  was  the  blifsful  timi  fwete 
That  rn>iius  was  warnid  that  he  ^ould 
Thcrt  he  was  erft  Crefeid^  his  lady  mete. 
For  whiche  he  felte  his  herte  in  joi^  fletc, 
And  faithfully  gan  all  th^  godc^^s  hery ; 
^nd  let  fenow  if  that  he  can  be  meryl 

And'holdin  was  the  fqrme  and  al  the  gife 
Of  her  conjming,  and  el^e  of  his  aUb^ 
A*  it  was  erft,  whiche  nedith  nought  dcvifej 
Snt^lainly  to  th*  eflfede  right  for  to  ^o^ 
In  foie  and  furete  Pan  dams  *hcm  two 
A  bcddc  ybrought  w]|>an  that  'hem  bothi  lefti, 
And  thus  thci  ben  in  quiete  and  in  reft. 

Naught  nedith  it  to  yoy,  lithe  thci  ben  met^ 
To  aftc  at  me  if  that  thci  blithe  ywerc  } 
^OT  if  it  erft  was  well  tho  was  it  bet 
A  thoufande  folde,  this  nedith  not  enquere ; 
J^o  was  cTcry  forow'  and  every  fere, 
And  bothe  iwis  thei  had,  and  fo  thci  wende, 
As  mochil  joie  as  herte  male  comprehende. 

This  n'lB  no  litil  thing  of  for  to  fey. 
This  paflith  every  wit  for  to  drfvife, 
For  eche  of  'hem  gan  othir*s  luft  obey ; 
Feltcite,  whiche  that  thefe  clerkis  wife 
Coramendin  fo,  ne  may  not  here  fuflife ; 
This  joy  c  ne  raaic  not  Writtin  be  with  inkc ;    , 
This  pailith  al  that  any  hert  maie  thinke. 
Bat  cruil  day,  fo  wclaway  the  ftounde  ! 
Gan  for  to*  aproche,  as  thei  by  fignis  kncwc, 
For  whiche  *hem  thought  thei  felin  dethMswoundc : 
So  wo  was  *hem  that  chaungin  gan  thcr  hewc^ 
And  day  thei  gonnin  to  difpife  al  ncwe. 
Calling  it  traitour»  envious,  and  worfc, 
And  bittirly  the  day'is  light  thci  corfe. 

(<Jood  Troilus)  Alas !  now  am  I  ware 
That  Pyrois,  and  tho  fwifte  ftedis  thre 
Whiche  that  ydrawin  forth  the  Sunn'is  chare 
Han  gon  fome  bypathe  in  difpite  of  me. 
And  makith  it  fo  fonc  d|iy  to  be. 
And  for  the  6»nne  him  haftith  thus  to  rife 
Ne  ftiall  I  nevir  don  him  facrifife. 

But  nedis  daie  departin  *hem  muft  fone ; 
And  whan  ther  fpedid  don  was  and  ther  chert 
Thei  twin  anon,  as  thci  wrrc  wont  to  done, 
And  fettin  time  of  meting  efte  iferc. 
And  many*  a  night  thei  wrought  in  this  manerc : 
And  thus  Fortune  a  tim^yladdc  in  joie 
Crefeide  and  eke  tl^is  king'is  fon  of  I'roie. 
In  fufiifaunce,  in  bliflc,  and  in  (inginges, 
This  Troilus  gan  al  his  life  to  lede ; 
Re  fpcndith,iuftith,  and  makith  feftinges;  - 
He  gevith  frcly  oftc,  and  chaungith  wede ; 
He  helde  about  him  alwaie  out  of  drede 
^  worlde  of  folkc,  as  come  him  well  of  kinde, 
ffhe  frtihift  and  t^  bcft  that  he  could  finde. 
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That  fucbe  a  voice  was  of  him  and  a  ftcveii 
Throughout  the  world  of  honour  and  largcfle 
That  it  !)p  ronge  unto  the  yate  of  hcvcn ; 
And  as  in  Ibve  he  was  in  fuche  gladneffc 
That  in  his  hc^  he  demid  as  I  ^eflc 
That  there  nHs  Itrrir  m  this  world  at  cfc 
80  wel  as  he,  and  thus  can  love  him  plefe. 

The  godeUhede  or  bcaute  whiche  that  Kisde 
In  any  othir  lady  had  ifettc 
Can  not  the  mountenaunce  of  a  gnat  unbiode 
About  his  hert  of  al  Crefcid'is  nctte; 
He  was  fo  narowc^  imafkid  and  iknette 
That  is  undon  in  any  manir  fide 
That  n*il  nat  ben  for  aught  that  mate  betide. 
And  by  the  honde  fafoftiB  he  wovlil  take 
This  Findarus,  and  into  gardin  kde. 
And  fuche  a  feft  and  fuche  a  procefle  make 
Him  of  Crefeide,  and  of  her  womanhede. 
And  of  her  beante,  that  withoutin  dredc 
It  was  an  heveh  hts  wordis  for  to  here. 
And  than  he  wouldv  fing  in  this  mancre  : 

JLove,  that  of  crthe  and  fe  hath  govknanBce^ 
Love,  that  his  heftis  hath  in  hevin  hie, 
Love,  that  with  a  right  wholfome  aliausce 
Halte  peple  joynid  as  him  fifte  *hem  gie. 
Love,  that  yknittith  lawe  and  companie. 
And  couplis  doth  in  vertue  for  to  dwel, 
Binde  this  accorde  that  I  have  tokle  wad  teL 

That  that  the  worid  with  laitb,  whiche  that  is 
Diverfith  fo  hi*  ftoundis  according,  £ftal»te, 

That  ekmentis  that  bethe  dilcordabio 
Hoklin  a  bonde-perpctvally  during. 
That  Phflcbns  mote  his  rofy  day  fbrch  bring. 
And  that  the  mone  hath  lordihip  ore  the  nig^te^ 
Al  this  doeth  Love;  aie  heried  bis  his  migtttea4 

That  that  the  fe,  that  gredy  is  to  flowco, 
Conftrainith  to  a  cAtaine  ende  fo 
His  flodis,  that  fo  fierfly  thei  ne  growcn 
To  flrcnchin  erthe  and  iX  for  evirmo. 
And  if  that  Love  aught  let  his  bridil  go 
Al  that  now  lovith  afondir  fliould  lep^, 
And  loft  were  al  that  Love  halt  now  to  hepe. 
So  would  to  God,  that  author  is  of  kiodhe. 
That  with  his  bonde  Love  of  his  vertoe  lid 
To  ferchin  hertis  al,  and  faftxo  binde. 
That  from  his  bonde  no  wight  the  wcy  out  vtiB^ 
And  hertis  colde  them  wold  1  that  he  twift 
To  make  *hem  love,  and  that  lift  him  aie  tewe 
On  hertis  fore,  and  kepe  hem  that  bco  trewe« 

In  all^  nedis  ior  the  toun*is  werre 
He  was,  and  aie  the  fi«ft  in  armis  dight. 
And  certainly,  but  if -tlat  bokiserre. 
Save  Hedor  moft  idraddc  of  any  wight; 
And  this  cncrefe  of  hardin^ifc  apd  might 
Come  him  of  Jove,  his  ladi^thanke  to  win. 
That  altirid  his  fpirite  fo  wi^jin* 

In  time  of  truce  on  haukin^^^old  he  r^e, 
Or  ellis  hunt  the  bore,  beare,  orjioun, 
The  fmale  beftis  let  he  gon  befide; 
And  whan  that  he  come  riding  into*  the  tomr 
Ful  oft  his  lady  from  her  window  doun, 
As  freih  ait  faucon  comin  oot  of  mue, 
Ful  redy  was  him  godely  Xq  iahie. 
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And  moft  of  loTe  and  Tertae  was  his  fpeche, 
And  in  difpite  had  he  al  wrctchidneiTe; 
And  doutle£r<?  no  nede  was  him  to  befeche 
To  hononrin  them  that  had  wo^ineflfe, 
And  efin  *hcm  that  werin  in  diftielfe  ; 
And  glad  was  he  if  any  wight  wel  terde 
That  lovir  was  whan  he  it  wjft  or  herde. 

Qor,  (J9th  to  faine,  he  loft  heldc  every  wight 
Bttt  if  he  were  in  Lov*is  high  fcrvice, 
J  mend  folke  that  aught  it  ben  of  right ; 
An^ore  al  this  £o  wd  ceuMe  he  deviie   •     -  - 
>  Of  fentimcnt,  and^nfo  uncoathe  wiii&. 
Al  his  array,  rfiat,cv<W7  fcvlr  thought 
That  al  was  well  what  fo  he  faid  or  wrought. 

And  thtmgh  that  he  beeome  of  biode  royal. 
Him  lift  of  pride  at  no  wight  for  to  chace ; 
Benigne  he  was  to  eche  in  general, 
For  which  he  gate  him  thanke  in  every  place  : 
)liiu  wonld^  £ove,  ihcried  be  his  grace ! 


That  pride  and  ire,  envie  and  avaricet 
He  gan  to  flic,  and  every  othir  vice. 

Thou  lady  bright,  the  doughtir  of  Dione ! 
Thy  biindc  and  wingid  fonne  eke,  Dan  Cupide ! 
Yc  Suftrin  Nine  eke  !  that  by  Helicone 
|n  hil  Pamaflb  liftin  for  to'  abide. 
That  ye  thus  fcrre  h|in  deinid  me  to  gide 
I  can  no  more,  but  fens  that  ye  wol  wende 
Ye  bcrfcd  ben  for  aic  withoutin  endc ! 

Through  you  have  I  faid  fully  in  my  fong 
Th-*  «fft^  md  joic  of  Trotlus  fervice,  * 

Al  be  that  thcxc  was  foifi^  dHe^  among. 
As  mine  auVl^ttr  to  llftlUv  to  devife  : 
My  'I'hirde  Bokc  now  endc  I  in  this  wife, 
And  Troiltts  in  lufte  and  in  qniete 
Is  with  Creleidc,  his  owoc  ladic  fwctCf 
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BoT  tSL  to  KtSn,  weltway  the  wliile ! 

laftith  fuche  }oie,  ithonkid  be  Fortunet 

^Iliat  femith'  trewift  whan  (he  woU  Wgile. 

And  can  to  fblUfo  her  fonge  entune 

That  Ihe  'hem  hent  and  blent,  traitour  commiine> 

And  whan  a  wight  is  from  her  whele  ithrowe 

Than  hughith  (he,  and  makith  him  the  mowe. 

From  Troilot  (he  gan  her  bright^  (ace 
Away  to  writhe,  and  toke  of  him  non  hede. 
And  cafte  hhn  dene  out  of  his  ladie*s  grace. 
And  on  her  whele  (he  fet  np  Diomede, 
For  which  min  hert  right  now  ginnith  to  blede  \ 
And  now  my  pen,  alas !  with  which  I  write, 
Qoakith  for  drcde  of  that  I  mi^  eodite ; 


For  hqw  Crelbld2  Trnlos  Ibrfbk^ 
Or  a^  the  left  how  that  (he  was  unkinde, 
Mote  hennisforth  ben  matir  of  my  Boke, 
As  writin  folke  through  which  it  is  in  minde  t 
Alas!  that  tbei (hould eTir  canf ^  finde 
To  fpeke  her  harme  !  and  if  the!  on  her  lie 
Iwis  them  felfe  (honld  ha^e  the  Tilanie. 

O  ye  Erinnyes !  Might'is  donghtirs  threi 
That  end^leiTe  complaine  crir  in  paxne, 
Megzra,  Aledo,  and  Tyfiphone, 
Thou  cruil  Mars  eke !  (athir  of  Quirine, 
This  like  Fourth  Boke  helpith  me  for  to  (iaf«. 
So  that  the  loos  of  love  and  life  ifere 
Of  Troifos  be  fttUy  (hcwi^  here. 
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Lvooiifo  in  hoSt,  at  I  have  &id€  u  Uui, ' 

The  Grekif  ftroog  iboutln  Troi^  t^une, 

Bifell  that  whan  that  Ph«ba$ihixiiDg  b 

Upon  the  breftc  of  Hercules  JLioon 

That  HeAor  with  many  a  bold  boroun 

Cad  OB  a  daic  with  Grekis  for  to  6ght, 

At  he  waa  wont,  to  grevc  'htm  whAt  he  OMght, 

N*ot  I  bow  long  or  ihort  it  waa  bitwcne 
Thtt  purpofe  an4  that  day  thai  fightin  menu ; 
But  on  a  d2ue  wel  armid  bright  vid  iheno       * 
Hedor  and  many'  a  worthy  knight  out  wc|ite 
With  fpcre  in  honde,  and  with  biggc  bowitbento^ 
And  in  the  bcr^Ct  witboutin  lengir  lette,    . 
Ther  fomen  in  the  felde  anon  'hem  mctte* 

The  long^  day  with  fpcria  &arpe  igrounde« 
With'  arowct,  d^it,  fwerdct,  and  macit  fel, 
Thei  fight,  and  bringin  boric  and  man  to  grounde, 
And  with  ibtt  axia  oQt  the  brainis  ^uel  i 
But  in  the  hik  fliourc,  the  fotbe  for  to  tel, 
The  folke  of  X^^  *^^^  iefvin  fo  miflcden 
That  with  the  worfe  at  night  homeward  thet  fleden. 

At  whicbc  day  was  t^in  Antcnor, 
Polydamas»  and  alfo  Mcneftes, 
Xantippe,  Sarpedon,  Polyftenor, 
Pblitc,  or  tb«  Tr(^B,Dan  Ruphci, 
And  othir  lefl*^  folk,  as  Phebufts, 
80  that  for  barme  that  daie  the  folke  of  Troia 
Dredin  to  kie  a  grtte  parte  of  ther  joie. 

Of  Priamut  was  yeve,at  Grekea  requeft, 
A  tiine  of  truce,  and  tho  thei  gonnin  trete 
Ther  priioncra  to  chaungin  mofi  and  left. 
And  tor  the  furplns  yeirin  fommit  grcte ; 
This  thing  aaon  waa  couthe  in  every  ftrete^ 
Bothe  m  Ui*  aflege,  in  t^nui,  and  every  whdre. 
And  with  the  firft  it  came  to  C^^khas  ere. 

When  Calchas  knew  this  tretiie  ftiould  yholde, 
In  conilftorie*  amonge  the  Grekis  iooe. 
He  gan  in  tbringe  forthe  with  the  lordis  olde. 
And  firtJiim  th^e  as  be  was  wont  to  done. 
And  with  a  chaungid  iace  'hem  bade  a  booe. 
For  love  of  Ood,  to  done  that  reverence 
"to  ftintao  noife,  andyeve  him  audience. 

Than  laid  be  thus,  Ut !  i.ordts  mine,  I  neat 
Troyan,  aa  it  is  knowin  out  of  drcde» 
And  if  that  yen  remembre*  I  am  Calchas, 
That  aldirfirft  yave  comfort  to  your  ncde. 
And  toldd  wel  howe  thf  t  you  Ihildin  fpedC| 


For  dicd/iicOc  through  you  (hal  in  .a  fto^n^^ 
Ben  Troie  ibrent,  and  betin  doun  to  groundcu 

And  in  what  forme  or  in  what  manir  wiib  ' 
This  toun  to  ihende«  ^and  al  your  hift  atchevoi 
Ye  have  cr  this  wel  herde  mc  you  devife  } 
This  knowin  yc,  my  Lordia,  as  I  le^. 
And  for  the  Grekis  werin  me  fo  leve, 
I  came  my  ielfc  in  my  propir  perfone 
To  teche  in  this  how  you  was  beft  to  dond^ 

Having  unto  my  trdbur  ne  my  rent 
Bight  no  regarde  in  refpefte  of  your  cfii. 
Thus  ai  my  gode  I  kf  te  and  to  you  went» 
Wening  in  this  you,  Lordis,  for  to  pk£|| 
But  al  that  biTe  ne  doth  me  no  dikfe;  ' 
I  vouchiafe  do,  as  wifely  have  I  joi. 
For  you  to  kk  al  that  I  hava  in  Trois^ 

Save  of  a  doughtir  that  I  lefte,  .aks  I 
Skping  at  home  when  out  of  Trok  I  fiert « 

0  fteme,  o  crui)  £<ithir  that  I  vhm  ! 

Howe  might  I  have  in  that  fb  hard  an  hot  ? 
Alas  that  I  ne'  had  brought  her  my  ihcrt ! 
For  forow'  of  which  I  wol  nat  live  to  moron^ 
But  if  ye,  Xiordis,  rewe  upon  my  forow. 
For  bicauic  that  I  (awe  no  tinu  er  now 
Her  to  delivre'  I  holdio  have  my  pces^ 
But  now  or  ncvir,  if  that  k  likayou, 

1  may  her  have  right  foo^  nowe  dottbtkei ; 

0  helpc  and  grace  amon^^sal  thk  pruet  I 
Rewe  00  this  oldd  caitife  in  diftrefle, 
Sith  I  through  you  have  all  this  heviaefleu 

Ye  have  now  caught  and  ktttkl  in  prite 
Troyans  inowe,  and  if  yout  vrilUs  bo 
My  childe  with  one  nuy  have  redanpddai 
Now  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  bounty 
One  of  fo  fek,  aks !  fo  yefe  him  me  t 
What  nede  were  it  thk  prayk  for  to  vremay 
Sith  ye  fliul  have  boui  folke  and  toun  m  yam  f 

On  peril  of  my  life  I  ihal  nat  lie, 
Apollo  hath  me  tolde  ful  faithfiUlj; 

1  have  eke  foundin  by  aftrottomy. 
By  fort,  cod  eke  by  augury,  trewelf , 
And  dare  wel  iaie  the  time  k  h&h  by 

That  file  and  flambe  on  al  the  toon  flial  fynii^ 
And  thus  (hal  Trok  ytume  to  Ain  dede. 

For  certaioe  Phoebus  and  Neptunus  bochCy 
That  makidin  the  wallk  of  the  toun, 
Ben  with  Uic  folke  of  Troic  aiime  fo  wrot^ 
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That  thei  wol  htinf^  it  to  confufioun ; 
Right  in  difpite  of  King  Laomedoun, 
Bicaufe  he  n*oldc  pay  in  *hcm  thcr  hire. 
The  toun  of  Troi^  fkal  ben  fet  on  fire. 
Telling  his  talc  alway  this  oldc  grey. 
Humble  in  fpcche  and  in  his  loking  eke, 
The  &lt^  term  from  his  cyin  twey 
Ful  faft  yronnin  doun  by  eithir  cheke ; 
So  long  he  gan  of  focour  *hem  befcke 
That  for  to  hele  him  of  his  forowes  fore 
Thei  gave  him  Antenor  withoutin  more. 

But  who  was  glad  inough  but  Caichas  tho  ? 
^nd  of  this  thing  ful  fone  his  nedis  leide 
On  them  that  (hcMi^^i^  for  t)ikp  tretiTe  go,  - 
J^nd  them  for  ^tcnor  ful  oftd  prcid«  ' 
To  bringin  home  King  Thoas  and  Crefeide; 
And  whan  Priam  his  lafe  condud  fcnt, 
Th*  embafladours  to  Troie  {freight  thpy  went. 
The  cattfi^i*tofde'6f  thcr  comming,  the  pldp 
Pflam  the  King  ful  fone  in  generalt 
Gaa  hereupon  ni«  parKment  to  holde, 
0|  jwhichc  th'  effeSe  rchercin  yoti  I  (hall  t 
Th*  cmbalfaddurt  ben  anfwctde  for  finall 
The  efchaunge  of  pHfoners  and  al  this  nedc  • 
•Hem  likith  wcl,  and  forth  in  thei  precede. 

This  TroUus  wais  ^refcnt  in  the'pkce 
Whmi  alltid  Vas  for' Atitenor  Crefeide, 
For  whiche  flil  Ittne  to  chaungin  gan  his  face, 
As  he  that  ^th  th6  wordis  wd  nigh  deide  ; 
But  nathdlcffr  he  fto  worde  to  it  feidc, 
Z^  men  (hould  his  affefSlioii  efpie  ; 
with  maan*>0  hcrt  he  gan  his  forowes  drie. 
^      And  ful  of  aDg\a?fh  aiTd  of  grefly  drede 
,  Abode  what  <khk  fcfrdea  would  to  it  fey. 
And  if  that  thei  would  graunt,  as  Ood  forbede  ! 
Th*  wtfchaunffc  <if  her ;  then  thought  he  thinges 
Fir  ft  how  tofaTC  her  honor,  and  what  wey  [twey 
Hc^might*  beft  th'  cfchauttge  of  her  withftonde  5 
Ful  fail  he  caft  how  tSU  this  might  flonde. 

Love  him  made  a\U  preft  to  done  her  bide^ 
And  rathir  dyin  than  that  ihe  fiiould  go, 
But  Rdtfoti  (kid  him  on  that  othtr  fide 
Withoutin  affem  of  her  do  sat  fo, 
Left  for  thy  mtrki  (he  would  be  thy  foe, 
Andiain,  that  through  thy  meddling  is  iblowe 
Your  both*  Ip^  thar  it  was  erft  not  knowe. 
For  whichd  he  gan  dcliberen  for  the  beftc, 
And  though  the  lordis  wouldin  that  flie  went 
He 'woalfl^  fMfir  them  graunt  what  ^hem  left, 
And  tel  his  {ady  firft  what  that  thei  ment; 
And^-when  thsit  ftie  had  fald  him  her  entent, 
Therafth:*  would  he  werkin  ail  fo  blive 
Tho  al  the  world  ayen  it  would  yftrive. 

Hoftor  with  that  full  wcl  the  Grekis  herde 
lor  A|iMoor  how  thei  would  have  Crefeide, 
Gan  it  withihmde,  and  fobirly  aofwerde ; 
Sirs,  flie  ne  is  no  prifoner  (he  ieideO 
|n*ot'cn  you  who  that  this  charg^  leide. 
But  on  my  parte  ye  male  eftfones  'hem  tell 
We  nfi  a  here  no  women  for  to  fell. 

.  The  noife  of  pepic  upftert  then  atones 
As  brioune  aabhfe  of  ftrawe  ifet  on  fire, 
|^or.ioforii|ne  it  inrould^  for  the  nones 


Thei  fliouldin  ther  confufion  defire. 
Hcd;or,   (quod  thei)  what  goft  may  yon  enfpirt 
This  woman  thus  to  fliilde,  and  done  us  He 
Dan  Antendr  ?  a  wrong  waie  now  ye  chcfe 

That  is  fo  wife,  and  eke  fq  bolde  baroun, 
And  we  have  nede  of  folke,  as  men  may  fc ; 
He  is^me  of  the  gretift  of  this  toon : 
O  Hedor !  lette  fuche  thy  fantafies  be; 
O  King  Priam !  (quod  thei)  thos  feggc  we, 
That  ail  our  voice  is  to  forgone  Creieide, 
And  to  delxvir  Antenor  thei  preide. 

O  Juvenal,  iK>rde  !  trewe  is  thy  fenteoce, 
That  litil  wenin  folke  what  is  to  yeme, 
That  t^ei  mf  findSn'  fn  the;-  de^re  oflTcnce, 
For  cloude  of  errour  nc  lette  'hem  difcerne 
What  beft  is ;  and  lo !  here  eniample*  as  yeme  1 
Thefe  folke  defirin  now  ddiviraunce 
Of  Antenor,  that  brought  *hem  to  mifchauoc< : 

For  he  Was  aftir  traitour  to  the  toune 
Of  Troy,  ahis !  thei  quitte  him  out  to  rathe : 
O  nice  world,  lo  thy  difcrccion  1 
Crefeide,  which  that  nevir  did  'hem  fcatbe, 
Shal  newe  no  lengir  in  her  blifi^  bathe, 
But  Antenor  he  fhal  eome  home  to  toune. 
And  (he  (bal  out  t  thus  (aid  both  heere  and  houe« 

For  which  delibered  was  by  parUmeat 
For  Antenoi-to  yeldin*out  Crefeide, 
And  it  pronouncid  by  the  Prefident, 
.^though  that  Hedor  nay  ful  ofte  praide ; 
And  finally,  what  wight  that  it  with(aide 
It  was  for  naught  (  it  muft  yhen  and  (bouM, 
For  fuhftaunce  of  the  parlimcnt  it  won)d.j 
.  Departid  ovt  o*  th'  parliment  echone,    - 
This  Troilas,  withoutin  wordis  mo, 
Unto  his  chambre  fpf  dde  him  faft  alone. 
But  if  it  wore  a  nan  of  .his  or  two. 
The  whiche  he  bad  out  faftd  for  to  go, 
Bicaufe  that  he  would  flepin,  as  be  faide. 
And  haftily  upon  his  bedde  him  laide. 

And  astio  wintir  levis  ben  birafte 
Eche  aftir  othir  til  the  trees  be  bare, 
Bo  that  there  n*is  but  barke  and  brauache  ikftOi 
Lithe  Troilus1)iraft  of  eche  welfare, 
Iboundin  in  the  blacks  barke  of  care, 
Difpofid  wode  out  of  his  wiue  to  bretde. 
So  fore  him  fate  the  ehaimging  of  Crc(eide. 

He  rift  him  up  ahd  every  dere  he  ftiettc 
And  Window  eke,  and  th«  this  wofuil  man 
Upon  his  hedd*is  fide  adoune  him  fette, 
Ful  like  a  ded  image,  both  pale  and  wan. 
And  in  his  breft  the  hepid  wo  began 
Out  broft,  and  he  to  workin  in  this  wife. 
In  hiswodenefle,  a«  1  flial  you  devife. 
.  Right  as  the  wildd  buUe.beginnith  fpring  ] 
Now  here  now  there,  idartid  to  the  herte, 
A^id  of  hia  deth  rorith  in  complaining. 
Right  fo  gan  he  about  the  chambre  fterte. 
Smiting  his  breft  aie  with  his  fiftis  fmertc ; 
His  hcd  to  the'  wall,  his  body  to  the  grounde^ 
Ful  ofte  he  fwaptc,  him  felvin  to  confounde* 

Hit  eyio  two  for  pite  of  his  her« 
Out  ftremidin  as  fwifte  as  wellis  twey ; 
The  high8  fobbie  of  his  forewcs  i^ic^t^ 
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His  fpeche  him  refte ;  unnedus  mi^t  he  fey 
0  Dcth,  alas !  why  n*ilt  thou  do  ipe  dey  \ 
Acuriid  be  that  day  which  that  Nature 
Tihope  me  to  bcD  a  liv*i8  crcture  ! 

Bat  aftir,  whan  the  fury*  and  al  t^e  rage 
Whichc  that  his  hertc  twift  and  fade  thre(t 
By  length  of  thn^S  fomcwhat  gan  afwage. 
Upon  his  bedde  he  laide  him  doun  to  red; 
But  thd  begoo  hU  teres  more  out  to  breil. 
That  wondir  is  the  body  male  fuffife 
To  halfe  this  wo  which  that  I  you  dcvifc. 

l^iao  faide  he  thus;  Fortune,  alas  the* while  f 
What  have  I  done  ?  what  have  I  the  agilt  ? 
How  mightift  thou  for  routhc  thus  me  bcgilc  ? 
Is  there  no  grace  ?  and  (hal  I  thus  be  fpilt  ? 
Shal  thus  Crefeide  away  for  that  thou  wilt  f 
Alas!  how  mightifl  thou  in  thine  hert  find« 
To  ben  to  me  d^us  cruil  and  unkinde  ? 

Have  1  the  nat  honourid  al  my  live, 
As  thou  well  woteft,  above  the  goddis  all  t 
Why  wilt  thou  then  of  thisjolc  rflc  deprive  ? 

0  Troilus !  what  may  men  now  the  call 
But  wretche  of  wretchis,  ouft  of  honour  fal 
Into  mife'ry  ?  iii  whiche  I  wol  bewaile 
drefcide,  :das !  til  that  the  brethc  me  falle* 

Alas,  Fortune  !  if  that  my  life  in  joie 
Difplefid  had  unto  thy  foule  en  vie, 
Why  nc'  haddifl  thou  my  fathir  King  of  Troy 
Birafte  the  life,  or  done  my  brcthrin  die, 
Or  flaine  my  felfe,  that  thus  complaine  and  eric  ? 

1  combre  world  that  male  of  nothing  ferve. 
But  evir  die  and  never  fully  flerxe. 

If  that  Crefeide  alone  werin  me  lafte 
Naught  raught  I  whidir  thou  woldifl  me  fterc. 
And  her,  alas  !  than  haft  thou  me  biraAe : 
But  evirmore,  lo !  this  is  thy  manere, 
To  reve  a  wight  that  mode  is  to  him  dere, 
To  prcve  in  that  thy  gierfull  violence; 
Thus  am  I  loft,  there  helpith  no  defence. 

0  Very  Lorac  I  o  Love,  o  god  !  alas  ! 
That  knowiil  beft  min  hert  and  al  my  thonghC, 
What  (hal  my  foroufull  life  done  in  this  caas 
If  I  forgo  that  I  fo  dere  have  bought  ? 
Sens  ye  Crefeide  aind  me  have  fully  brought 
Into  your  grace,  and  bo^h  our  hcrtis  fcled. 
How  male  ye  fuffrc^  alas  ?  it  be  rcpeled  ? 

What  I  may  done  I  (hal,  while  I  may  dure 
On  live,  in  turment  and  in  cruitl  palne ; 
This  infortune  and  this  difctviutufc 
Alone  as  1  was  borne  I  wol  complaine^ 
Ne  nevir  wol  I  fcne  it  fhinc  or  raine, 
But  ende  I  wol  as  Edlppe  in  derknefl*e 
My  wofull  life,  and  dying  in  diftrclfe. 

O  wery  ghoft !  that  errift  to  and  fro,. 
Why  n'ilt  thou  flien  out  of  the  wofulleft 
Body  that  cvir  might  on  grounde  ygo  ? 
O  foule  !  lurking  in  this  woful  neftc. 
Flee  forth  anon,  and  do  mine  hft-te  to  brefte. 
And  folowe  Crefeide  thy  lady  dere  ; 
Thy  tight  place  is  no  Icngir  to  ben  here. 

0  wofol  eyin  two !  fens  your  difparte 
Was  al  to  fcne  Crefcid's  eyin  bright. 
What  ihal  yc  done,  but  for  my  diTcomfortc 


Stondin  for  naught  and  wepin  oul  your  fight,  1 
Sens  flic  is  queiat  that  wont  was  you  to  light  ? 
In  veine  from  this  forth  have  I  eyui  twey 
Iformid,  fens  your  vertu'e  is  awcy. 

O  my  Crefeide  !  o  lady  fov^rainc  f 
Of  this  forowfuU  foule  that  thus  (irieth 
Who  fliall  now  yevin  comfort  to  thy  paine  1 
Alas  !  np  wight;  but  whan  mine  hert  ydieth 
My  fpirite,  whiche  that  fo  unto  you  hicth, 
Reccvif  in  gre,  for  that  Ihall  aie  you  fcrve  i 
Forthy  no  force  is  tho  the  body  ftcrve. 

O  yc  lovirs  f  that  Mgh  upon  the  whele 
Ben  fette  of  Fortune,  in  gbde  avinturc 
God  Icne  that  yc  aie  findin  love  of  ftelc. 
And  longe  mote  your  life  in  joy  endure. 
But  when  ye  comin  by  my  fepulturc 
Remembrith  that  your  febwe  rcftitb  thcrd, 
For  I  lovid  eke,  though  1  unworthy  were. 

O  oldc  unwholfome  and  miflivid  man, 
Calchas  I  menc !  alas '.  what  eilid  the 
To  beft  a  Grcke  fens  thou  art  borne  Trojan  ? 
O  Calchas!  whiche  that  wolt  my  bane  be. 
In  curfid  tim8  was  thou  borne  for  rac ; 
As  woulde  blifsfuU  Jove  for  his  joye 
That  I  the  had  where  that  I  would  in  Troicl 

A  thoufande  iighis  hottir  than  the  glede 
Out  of  his  breft  cthe  aftir  othir  wcntc, 
Medlid  with  plaintis  ncwc,  his  wo  to  fcdc. 
For  whiche  his  woful  teris  ncvir  ftente ; 
And,  fljortly,  fo  his  forowes  him  to  rente. 
He  woxe  fo  mate  that  ne  joy  nor  penaimcc 
He  felith  none,  but  lyith  in  a  traunce. 

Pandarus,  whiche  that  in  the  parliment 
Had  herde  what  every  lord  and  burgcis  feid. 
And  how  ful  grauntid  was  by  one  afient 
For  Antefior  to  yeldin  out  Crefeide, 
Gan  wcl  nigh  wode  out  of  his  wit  to  breide. 
So  that  for  Wo  he  ne  wift  what  he  mentc. 
But  in  a  rage  to  Troilus  he  wcntc. 

A  certaine  knight  that  for  the  tim5  kcptc 
The  chambre  dorc  undid  it  him  anonc, 
Ax§^  Pandarus,  that  ful  tendirly  wepte, 
Into  the  dcrke  chambre  as  ftil  as  ftone 
Towarde  the  bedde  gan  foftly  for  to  gone, 
So  confufe  that  he  nc  wift  what  to  fay ; 
For  very  wo  his  witte  wa^  nigh  away. 

And  with  his  chere  and  lokhig  al  to  tome 
For  wo  of  this,  and  with  his  armis  folden, 
He  ftodc  this  Woful  Tioilus  befome. 
And  on  his  pitous  fate  he  gan  beholden ; 
But  Lord  I  fo  oftin  gan  his  hert  to  colden,i 
Scying  his  frcnde  in  wo,  whofe  hcvincfle 
His  herte  flough,  as  thought  him,  for  diftreife. 

This  Woful  wight,  this  Troilus,  that  feltc 
His  frcnde  Pandarc  icomin  him  to  fe, 
Gan  as  the  fnow  ayenft  the  funne  to  melte. 
For  whichc  thb  Woful  Pandarc  of  pitc 
Gan  for  to  wepe  ^  tendirly  as  he  ; 
And  fpechclefTe  thus  ben  thefe  ilk^  twcy^ 
That  neithir  might  for  forow  o  wordc  fey. 

But  at  the  laft  this  wofull  Tioilus, 
Nigh  did  for  fmcrt,  gan  breftin  out  to  rore. 
And  with  a  forowful  noife  he  faid  thus. 
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Amooget  hU  fobbifl  ind  his  fighis.  fore ; 
1.0 !  nndare,  f  am  ded,  withoutin  more; 
Haft  thou  nat  hcrde  at  patliment,  he  feide» 
For  Antenor  how  lofte  is  my  Crcfcide  f 

This  Pandarus,  ful  ded  and  pale  of  hewe; 
Fnl  pitoufly  anfwerid,  and  falde  Yes, 
As  wifely  were  it  hUt  as  it  is  ttewe 
That  I  have  hefde,  and  wote  all  how  it  is  !     . 
0  merqr,  God !  who  would  have  trowid  this  ? 
Who  would  have  wende  that  in  fo  lite  a  throw 
Fortune  otlr  joye  would  havin  bfirthrow  t 

For  o!  in  this  world  there  is  no  creture^ 
As  to  my  dome,  that  evir  fawe  ruine 
Stranngir  then  this  through  cafe  or  avintitrei 
But  who  may  al  efchue  or  al  devine  f 
Suche  is  this  world.    FoTtby  I  t^us  define^ 
Ke  truftith  no  wight  to  finde  in  Fortune 
Aie  propertie ;  her  yeftis  ben  commune. 

But  tel  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  fo  madj 
To  forowen  thus  why  Ufte  thou  in  this  wifcj 
^s  thy  deiire  al  wholly  haft  thou  had. 
Bo  that  by  right  it  ou^ht  inough  fuffice  f 
But  I,  that  nevir  felte  m  niy  fcrvicc 
A  frepdly  chere  or  loking  of  an  eye. 
Let  me  thus  we|$e  and  imlin  til  I  dye. 

And  ore  al  this,  at  thou  wei  woft  thy  fdvc^ 
This  tonne  is  ful  of  ladies  al  aboute. 
And  to  my  dome  fairir  than  fuch^  twelve 
As  er  (he  was  (hall  I  finde  in  a  route, 
Yc,  one  or  twey,  withoutin  any  doute  t 
Forthy  be  glade,  mine  oWn^  der^  brother  I 
If  (he  be  loft  we  ftial  recovre'  an  other. 

What!  God  forbid  alway  that  echepleftUDM 
In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  othir  wight } 
If  one  can  ftnge,  anothir  can  wel  daunce^ 
If  this  be  godely  (he  is  glad  and  lieht. 
And  this  is  £ure  and  t^t  can  gode  arighlf  ^ 
£che  for  his  vertue  holdin  is  fiiU  dere 
Bothe  heroner  and  faucon  for  rivere« 
'  And  eke,  as  writ  S^fis^  that  was  full  yrlki 
The  newd  love  out  cha(ith  ok  the  old,  • 

And  upon  hewe  ^afe  lyith  neWe  avife ; 
Thinke  die  thy  felf  to  favin  Uiou  art  hold  i 
Sodie  fire  by  proceffe  Ihall  of  kindd  coldf 
For  fens  it  is  but  cafuell  plcfaunce  • 
Some  cafe  (hal  put  it  out  of  remembraunce* 

For  all  Co  fure  as  dale  cometh  aftir  night 
The  new^  love,  labour,  or  othir  wo. 
Or  ellis  feldd  feing  of  a  wight^ 
Doen  old  affedUons  all  ovir  go  | 
And  for  thy  part  thou  (halt  have  otie  o^tho 
To  a^dge  with  thy  bittir  painii  iinerte ; 
'  Abfence  of  her  fhall  drive  her  out  of  herte. 

Thefe  wordis  ftied,  he  for  the  nonis  all 
To  helpe  his  frende,  left  he  for  forowe  dcide^ 
For  doubtelefle  to  doen  his  Wo  to  ^ 
He  ne  raught  nat  what  unthrift  |hat  he  Icid* « 
But  Troiivs,  that  nigh  foa(browe  delde, 
Toke  little  hede  of  all  that  ere  he  ment ; 
One  ere  it  herd,  at  the*  othil*  out  it  Went^ 

But  at  the  laft  he  anfwerde,  ind  faid,  Frendi 
This  lechcrafc,  or  yhclid  thus  to  be, 
B'cre  well  fitting  if  that  I  wtre  a  fend. 


Totralfin  her  thai^ true  is  unto  me; 
I  praie  God  let  this  counfail  nevir  the. 
But  doe  me  rathir  fterve  anon  right  h^ 
Er  I  thus  doen  as  thou  me  wbul£ft  kre. 

She  that  I  ferve  iwis,  what  fo  thou  fete. 
To  whom  mine  herte  enhabite  is  by  right, 
Shall  have  me  wholly  her*s  till  that  I  deie; 
For,  Pandarus,  fens  I  have  trouth  her  bight, 
I  woU  nat  ben  untrue  for  any  wight. 
But  as  her  man  I  woU  aie  live  ami  fterve« 
And  nevir  woUe  Hon  othir  crettire  Icrve. 

And  there  thou  £ueft  thou  (halt  as  fure  yfind 
As  flie,  let  be ;  make  no  comparifon 
To  a  creture  ifomiid  here  by  Kinde; 

0  leve,  Pandarus!-  thy  condufion; 

1  woll  nat  ben  of  thine  opinioii 
Touching  all  this,  foi*  whiche  I  the  beiedie 

So  holde  thy  pece ;  fhou  flaeft  me  with  thy  fpedU* 

Thou  biddift  me  that  I  ihould  love  another 
All  freftily  newe,  and  let  Ccelcid^  go ; 
It  lithe  nat  in  my  powir,  leve  brotW^ 
And  though  I  might  yet  would  I  nat  doe  ib ; 
But  canft  thou  playin  raket  to  and  firo, 
Netde*  in  Docke  out,  now  this  tiow  that,  Paodare  ? 
Now  fonl^  fill  her  for  thy  wo  that  care  1 

Thou  farift  eke  by  me,  thou  PandanUt 
As  he  that  wh^  a  wight  is  wo  bigon 
He  cometh  to  him  apace  and  faith  right  thos, 
Thinke  not  on  (inert  and  thou  (halt  fele  none. 
Thou  maieit  me  firft  tranfinewin  in  a  ftooe. 
And  reve  me  of  my  paflionis  all. 
Or  thou  fo  lightly  do  my  wo  to  falL 

The  deth  maie  well  out  of  my  breft  depuC 
The  life,  fo  long  maie  laft  this  forowe  mine» 
But  fro  my  fouli^  (hall  Crefeid*is  dart 
Out  nevirmore,  but  doune  with  Proferpine^ 
Whan  1  am  dedde,  I  woll  go  Won  in  pine. 
And  there  I  woll  eternally  complain 
My  wo,  and  how  that  twinnid  be  we  twain. 

Thou  haft  here  made  an  argument  lull  6ait^ 
How  that  it  (houldin  lafie  pain  ybe 
Grefeidi^  to  forgon,  for  (be  was  mine^ 
And  lived  in  e(e  and  in  felicxte  : 
Why  gabbift  thou,  that  laidift  erft  to  me 
That  him  is  Wors  that  is  fro  wele  ithrdwe 
Than  he  had  erft  none  of  that  wele  iknowe  ? 

But  tel  nie  now,  fens  that  the  thinketh  fi»  ligU 
To  chaungiu  fo  in  love  aie  to  aiMl  £ro. 
Why  haft  thou  nat  doen  bu(Uy  thy  might 
To  chaungin  her  that  do^th  the  al  thy  wo  f 
Why  n*ilt  thou  let  her  fro  thine  herte  go  ? 
Why  n'ilt  thou  love  anothir  lady  fwete. 
That  maie  thine  hert^  fettin  in  quicte  f 

If  thou  haft  had  in  love  aie  yet  mifAauicrt 
And  canft  it  not  out  of  thine  hcrtd  drive, 
I  that  have  lived  in  luft  and  in  plefaiince 
With  her,  as  moclg;  as  aqy  wigh^  on  brtg 
How  (hould  I  that/oryet,  and  that  Co  blive? 
O !  where  haft  thou  ben  hid  fo  long  in  mewe 
That  canft  fo  well  and  form^liche  argewe  f 

Naie,  Pandarus,  naught  worth  is  slU  thy  redfi# 
But  douttlcfs  for  ought  that  may  befall, 
Withoutin  wordis  mo,  I  woll  ben  dedu 


Mr/n  TEOILUS 

ODedi!  ihuaJ^utUCanifmtSl, 

Come  now*  fion  I  fi»  oCe  aftff  the  cftU, 
¥or  fdy  it  tluit  4ethy  foth  for  to  iuoy 
Tint  ok  ickpid  oometk  and  cDdithpun. 

Wellwocc  1,  wbik  my  Uie  wm  in  quote, 
Br  thoB  ue  ikio  t  would  have  j^rm  lufe» 
But  qowtky  comaiag  ia  to  me  fo  fwete 
That  in  tfab  vorlde  I  ootluDf  fo  defire  i 
ODeth!  £eniwitlitliitlbivireratnafire» 
Hioo'eithir  doe  ne^atioo  m  tern  dreache 
Or  with  thf  cold^  ftrohe  mioe  hcrt£  qiienche. 

Sttalhat  thou  lUcft  lb  lele  in  ibadry  wife 
Aycnft  dier  will,  iwjprayid,  dale  and  nighty 
Doe  me  at  my  raqnevd  thit  fervice, 
Ddifcr  now  the  worlde,  fo  doeft  thou  rig ht» 
Of  me,  that  am  tht  (browfiiliift  wight 
That  erir  waa,  for  tiawis  that  I  fienre 
Sen  in  this  worid  of  right  Bavght  do  I  ierre. 

Thia  TroOu  in  terii  gan  diftui, 
Ailicov  out  of  a  Undieck  foU  £ii^, 
And  Pandams  g»a  holde  hit  toag^  ftiB, 
And  to  the  ground  hia  eyin  doone  he  cail, 
Bot  nith^teffc  that  thought  heat  the  USt ; 
What !  parde  rathir  than  my  felowe  deie 
Tet  (hall  I  fomiHiat  more  vnto  him  Ccie. 

And  (ayid,  Fnend,  fisnt  thou  haft  foche  diftrefle» 
And  feot  the  lift  mine  argnmentis  Uaaie» 
Whr  n*ilt  thorn  thy  iehria  helpe  doen  recfarefle, 
And  with  thy  naanhode  letcan  all  this  game  ? 
Go  raviihe  hier»  ne  canft  thou  not  for  ihame  i 
And  eithir  let  her  out  of  touad  kxt 
Or  hold  her  fim,  and  leve  thy  nic^  lare^ 

Art  thou  in  Troie  and  h^  non  hardiment 
To  take  a  wooaan  whidie  that  lofith  the. 
And  would  her  fidvin  ben  of  thine  afleati 
Now  it  nat  diia  a  naed  Yanite  ^ 
Rife  up  anon  and  let  that  weping  be. 
And  bth  thou  art  a  man,  for  hi  thk  hoiff 
1  wollben  dedde  or  ihe  (hall  bdo  our. 

To  thst  anfwerde  him  Troilnt  lull  foft. 
And  laied,  iwis,  my  leve  hrothir  dere ! 
AU  thit  have  I  my  felf  yet  thought  full  oft^ 
And  more  thiagit  than  thoa  dc^ifift  here, 
Bnt  why  thit  thing  it  laft  thon  ihalt  well  herC| 
And  whan  thou  haft  me  yevin  audience 
Theraftir  maieft  thou  tell  aU  thy  featence. 

lirft,  fin  thoo  weft  thit  tonn  hath  all  thia  wtire 
Torrsvifliingof  women  lb  by  might,  ^ 

It  fhould  not  ben  yfuffirid  me  to  erre. 
As  it  ftoot  BOW,  ne  doen  lb  grete  unrigfat ; 
I  Ihovld  hare  aUb  blame  of  every  wight 
Mj  £athtr't  grannt  if  that  1  fo  withftode, 
Sent  tkc  h  chaangid  for  the  toua*ugode. 

I  have  ekethought,  fo  it  were  her  aflenti 
To  aike  her  of  my  fathir  of  hit  grace. 
Than  thinke  I  th»  were  her  accufiment. 
Sens  well  I  wot  I  maie  her  not  porchacei 
For  lent  my  fothir  in  fo  high  a  place 
As  paiiiaMnt  hath  her  efduumge  enfoled 
He  n*ill  for  aae  hit  lettirbe  repeled* 

Tct  drede  I  mofte  herberteM  perturbc^ 
With  Yioleace,  if  1  doe  foche  agame, 
Vor  if  1  woald  It  i^pialy  diftarbc 
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It  muft  be  difclaundre  unto  bar  name* 
And  me  were  levir  die  than  her  diffaincg 
At  n*old^  God,  but  if  that  I  fliouldhava 
Her  lionour  levir  than  my  lifo  to  fove. 

Thttt  ante  I  loft,  for  aught  that  I  canfo. 
For  certain  it  that  (ifh  I  am  her  knight 
I  muft  her  honour  levir  have  than  mo 
In  every  cafe,  at  lovir  ought  of  right : 
Thut  am  I  with  deiire  and  refon  t#ighCt 
Deiire  for  to  diftoarbio  her  me  rcdeth. 
And  refoB  n'ill  not,'fo  mine  hert^  dredeth« 

Thut  wepiag,  that  he  ne  could  nevir  cefo^ 
Helaid,Alat!  how  (hall I  wretch^ fore ^ 
For  well fek  lahraie  my  lore  encrefe. 
And  hope  it  lafle  and  lake  alway,  Pandare^ 
Encrefin  eke  the  caulit  of  my  care  f 
So  welaw>u£  t  why  n'iU  mine  herte  breft  i 
For  why }  in  love  there  it  but  Uctle  tdk. 

Pandare  anAnrerid,  Frend,  thou  maieft  for  md 
Doen  as  the  lift,  but  had  I  it  fo  bote. 
And  thine  cftate,  (he  flionid  ygo  with  me ; 
Tho  all  thit  toun  cried  on  thit  thing  by  note, 
I  n*oId^  fet  all  that  noife  at  a  grote. 
For  whan  nKu  have  well  cried  than  woll  thei  rwn 
Eke  woadtr  laft  but  iz  daiet  nere  in  taunt 

Devinith  not  in  refon  ate  fo  depe, 
Ne  ciirtifty,  but  belpe  thy  folf  anon ; 
Bet  it  that  othir  thui  thy  felvin  wepe^ 
And  namily  fent  ye  two  bea  aU  one  s 
Rife  up,  for  by  mine  hedde  file  fliall  not  goqc^ 
And  rathir  ben  in  blame  a  little  found 
Than  fterve  here  at  a  gnat  withouttnwound* 

It  ia  no  fliaoie  unto  you  ne  no  vice 
Her  to  witholdia  that  the  lovith  mofte  i 
Par^dntnre  fiie  might  holde  the  for  nice 
Tojette  her  go  thut  to  the  Orelda  hofte  s 
Thinke  eke  Jwwi^,  at  well  thy  folvin  woft<f 
Hel^iti  the  b4rdU  mMhih  tmfr^^ 
And  weivith  wretdiit  for  ther  €owardifo« 

And  though  thy  lady  would  aUt«  her  grrvi^ 
ThoQ  flialt  thy  iM  thy  pcce  hereaftir  make  \ 
But  at  to  mecertain  I  can  not  kve 
That  file  would  it  at  now  for  evill  take^ 
Why  fiiouldd  than  for  fbre  thine  herte  qnake  \ 
Thinke  how  that  Parit  hath,  that  it  thy  brother^ 
A  love,  and  why  flial  thou  not  have  another  { 

And,  Troihit,  o  tlung  I  dare  the  fwere, 
That.if  Crefoide,  whiche  that  it  thy  lefe, 
Mo^  lotSth  the  at  weU  at  thoB  doeft  here, 
Ood  helpe  me  fo,  flie  n*ill  not  take  agrefo 
Thoagh  thou  do  bote  anoa  in  this  mifchefo; 
And  VL  file  wikiith  foo  the  for  to  pafle 
Than  is  file  falfe,  fo  love  her  well  tho  lafle. 

Forthy  take  bert,  and  thinke  right  at  a  kaighl  ; 
Through  love  it  broldn  al  date  every  kwe ; 
Kith  now  fomwhat  thy  corage  and  tby  mi^  t 
Have  mercie  on  thy  felf ;  {or  any  awe 
Let  not  tbit  wretchid  wo  thine  hen  ygaawe. 
But  manly  fet  the  worlde  OQ  fixe  and  fovea^ 
And  if  thou  die  a  martyr  go  to  heven. 

I  woll  my  folf  ben  with  the  at  thiadedtt 
Though  I  andall  my  kin  upon  a  ftound 
Should  in  a  flxete  ^  doggia  ligQo  dtis^ 
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TJwough-girt  "^rith  many  a  wide  blodie  wonnd ; 
livTery  crifr  I  woU  a  frend  be  found ; 
t if  the  liibe  here  ftcrvin  as  a  wretche 
ij  the  ikriW  fpedc  him  that  rctchc  I 

rruiius  gan  with  thb  irordia  quicke,' 
■yiii»  Frcnd,  graudt  ifiercie  !  I  aflent, 
rtainly  thou  maieil  nat  fo  me  pricke^ 
iine  111  lie  nemaie  mc  fo  toufment, 
*yhit  fi  r  ni  cafe,  it  in  not  mine  entcnt. 
At  ihort  wordiB,  though  that  l'  dyin  iboold^ 
Td  ravilh  her  biit  if  her  felf  it  wouldi       % 

Why,  fo  mcne  I  (quod  Pandare)  al  this  day; ' 
But  tell  me  thanj  haft  thou  her  t«rll  aflfaied 
That  foroweft  thus  ?  and  he  anfwerde  him  Naie: 
"Wheredf  art  thou  (quod  Pandare)  than  dilmaiedj 
That  n*ofte  not  that  (he  wol  ben  il  apaied 
To  raviike  her,  fens  thou  haft  not  ben  there^ 
But  if  that  jovt  the  toMe  it  in  thine  ere  ? 

Forthy  rile  up,  as  naught  ne  were,  anon^ 
And  wafhe  thy  face,  and  to  the  king  thou  wendj 
Or  he  maie  wondf  in  Whidir  thou  art  gon ; 
Thoumuft  tirith  wifedome  him  and  othir  blende 
Ot  upon  cafe  he  maie  aftir  the  fend 
Of  thou  be  ware :  and,  (hortfy,  brothir  dere  ! 
Be  glad,  and  let  me  werke  hi  this  mattcre ; 

For  I  (hall  (hape  it  fo  that  fikirlv 
Thou  (halt  this  night  fomtime  in  ibme  manere 
Come  fpekin  with  thy  ladie  privily. 
And  by  her  wordis,  eke  as  by  her  chere. 
Thou  flialt  full  fone  aperceve  and  well  here; 
Of  her  entent,  and  in  this  cafe  the  beft ; 
And  ^e  now  well,  for  in  this  poind  1  reft. 

The  fwift^  Fam^,  whiche  thai  fkls  thingis 
£qaall  reportith  like  the  thingis  true, 
^Vas  throughout  Troie  ifled  with  preft  wingis 
Fro  man  to  man,  and  made  his  tale  all  newe. 
How  Calcbas  doughtir  with  her  bright^  bewe 
At  parliment,  withoutin  wordis  more, 
Igrauntid  was  in  chaunge  of  Antenore. 

"ybe  whichd  tale  anon  right  as  Crefeide 
Had  hefd,  (he,  whiche  that  of  her  fathir  rought 
(As  in  this  cafe)  right  naught,  ne  whan  he  deide, 
Full  bufily  to  Jupiter  befought 
Ycve'him  mifchaunc^  that  this  tretls  brought : 
But,  (h6rtly,  left  thefe  talis  ibthd  were 
She  durft  at  no  wight  a(kinit  for  fefe. 

As  (ha  that  had  her  hert  and  all  her  minde 
On  Troilus  ifct  fo  wondh*  faft 
That  all  this  world  ne  might  her  love  unbind, 
Ne  Troilus  out  of  her  herte  caft, 
^he  iMCould  ben  his  while  that  her  life  maie  laft ; 
And  (he  thus  brennith  bothe  in  love  and  drede 
So  that  (he  ne  wift  what  was  beft  to  rede, 
t   •  But  as  men  fene  in  tounc  and  all  about, 
That  women  ufe  ther  frendis  to  vifite. 
So  to  Crefeide  of  women  came  a  rout 
Pol*  pltous  ]oie,  and  wendin  her  deUte, 
And  with  thcr  talis,  dere  inough  a  mite^ 
Th(?fc  women,  whiche  thalt  in  the  cite  dwell, 
Thei  fet  *hem  doune,  and  faied  as  I  (hall  tclL 

(Quod  firft  that  one)  I  am  gkd  truily 
Bicaufe  of  you,  that  (hall  your  jfathir  fe« 
Anothir.ijpicd,  IwUio  u^  iiet  X, 
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For  all  to  Httl^  MAfh  (h«  with  us  \>(ii 
(Quod  tho  the  thirds)  f  ho^e  i^is  that  Qse 
Shall  bringin  uft  the  pctt  dn  every  (ide. 
That  whan  (he  goth  Almlghtie  God  hergidef 

Tho  wordis  and  tho  womaimilhe  thingb 
She  herd  *hem  right  U  though  (he  thennis  were^ 
For  God  it  wote  her  hei<te  bn  othir  thing  i»; 
Although  the  body  (at  emong  Hiem  there 
Her  adveftence  H  aiwaie  ellls  where  f 
For  Troilus  full  faft  her  foill^  fought ; 
Withdntin  worde  on  him  alwaie  (he  thought 

Thc(e  women  that  thus  wendin  her  to  pkfe 
Aboutin  itatight^n  all  ther  talis  fpende; 
Soche  vanite  ne  can  doeti  her  none  efe. 
As  (he  that  all  this  mend  whil6  brendc 
Of  othir  pallion  thari  thei  ywende^ 
80  that  (he  (^Ite  alihofte  her  bertd  die 
For  wd,  and  w^ie  of  that  companie. 

For  whiche  might  (he  no  lengir  reilraia 
Her  tcris,  thei  ganin  fo  up  to  well. 
That  gavin  figni*  of  her  bitlir  ^ain 
In  whiche  her  fpirite  was  and  nraft  ydwell, 
Remcmhring  her  from  hcvcn  unto  which  hcl 
She  fallin  was  fens  (he  forgo  the  Gght 
Of  Troilus,  and  forowfully  ihc  fight. 

And  thtlkd  fblis  fitting  her  about 
Wendin  that  (he  had  wept  and  (ighid  (bre^ 
Bicaufe  that  (he  (houldin  out  of  the  root 
Departin,  and  nevir  plaie  with  liem  more ; 
And  thei  that  haddin  knowin  her  of  yor^ 
Se  her  fo  wcpc,  and  thought  it  was  kindne&i 
And  eche  of  *hem  wept  eke  for  her  diftrefiie.  ' 

Add  buOlie  thei  gonnin  her  comforte 
On  thing  God  wot  on  which  (he  little  thought^ 
And  with  ther  talis  wendin  her  difporte. 
And  to  be  glad  thei  oftin  her  befought ; 
But  foche  an  efe  therwith  thei  in  her  wrought 
Right  as  a  man  is  cfid  for  to  fek 
For  ache  of  hedde  to  clawen'  him  oohis  hele. 

But  aftir  all  this  nice  vanite 
Thei  toke  ther  leve,  ard  home  thei  wentin  all; 
Crefcidd,  full  of  forowful  pite. 
Into  herxhambre*  up  went  out  of  the  hall, 
And-un  her  hedde  (he  gan  for  deddetofill, 
Jn  purpofe  nevir  thennis  for  to  rife. 
And  thus  (he  wrought,  as  1  (hall  you  devife. 

Her  owndid  beer,  that  fonnilhe  was  of  hewey 
She  rent,  and  eke  her  fingin  long  and  fmak 
She  wrong  ful  oft,  and  babde  God  oa  her  nte, 
.And  with  the  death  to  doe  bote  on  her  bale ; 
Her  he  we,  whilom  bright^  that  tho  was  pale. 
Bare  witneiie  of  her  wo  and  her  conftreint. 
And  thus  (he  fpake,  fobbing  in  her  complcint : 

Ala&!  (quod  (he)  out  of  this  regioUn 
I,  wofuU  wretche  and  infortuoid  wight. 
And  borne  in  curfid  conftellacioun, 
Mote  gqn,  and  thus  departin  fro  my  koight ! 
Wo  worthe,  alas !  that  ilkc  day'is  light 
On  which  I  (awe  him  firft  with  eyin  twain 
That  caufith  me  and  i  him  a|l  this  pain  ( 

Theoirtth  the  teris  from  her  eyin  two 
Doune  fell  as  ihowris  full  in  Aprill  fwithe, 
Her  vfhiii  brcft  (he  bet,  and  for  the  w« 
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Afu'r  the  detii  flie  aritd  a  thoufande  fitht,      ^ 
Sent  he  that  wont  her  wo  was  for  to  lith 
She  mote  forgon,  for  whiche  difaYinture 
She  helde  her  felfin  a  forloft  crettire. 

She  ikied;  How  ihall  he  doen  and  I  alfo  I 
Hok  ihoold  1  live  if  that  I  from  him  (wia  ! 
0  dere  herte  eke,  that  1  love  fo. 
Who  (hall  that  forowe  flaen  that  ye  hen  In ! 
6  Cakhas,  fathir  I  thine  be  all  this  fin ! 
0  mothir  mine,  that  depid  were  Argive, 
Wo  worth  that  daie  that  thofi  me  bare  on  live ! 
To  what  fine  Ihoald  1  live  andfcnrowen  thus  \ 
How  ihould  a  fiflie  withontin  wat*.  dure  ? 
What  is  Crefeidi  worth  from  Troilus  ? 
How  Ihoald  a  plant  or'  any  otbir  cretui-e 
Livin  without^  his  kindly  noriture  f 
For  whiche  fall  dft  a  byword  here  I  fcic,  ^ 
That  erth^efs  mote  grcnc  medit  ibne  deye. 

I  ihall  doen  thus»  fens  neither  fwcrd  ne  dart 
Dve  I  Booc  handle  for  the  crnilce. 
That  ilk}  daie  that  J  fro  yon  depart, 
U  ferowe  of  that  n*iU  nat  my  bane  be^ 
Than  (ball  no  mete  ne  drinke  ycome  in  ma 
Till  I  my  ^oule  out  of  my  breft  nnlheth, 
And  thus  my  felvin  woU  1  doen  to  deth. 
And)  Troilus,  my  clothts  everichone 
ShuU  blacke  ben^  in  tckmvDig^  herte  fwete ! 
That  I  am  a«  oat  of  this  worMe  agone, 
'iTat  wont  ywas  you  to  fet  in  quiete, 
And  of  mine  ordir  ate,  tiU  dcth  me  metei 
The  obfervaoDcc  evir  in  your  abfence 
Shall  forowe  ben^  complaint  and  abftinenoe; 

Mine  herte,  and  eke  the  wofuU  ghofl  chereini 
Biqueth  I  with  your  fpitite  to 'complain 
ftonaUy,  for  thei  fiiall  nevir  twin; 
For  though  in  ycrth  ytwinnid  be  Wo  tvraioi 
Tet  in  the  fclde  of  pite,  out  bf  pain, 
That  hight  £]yfium,  vre  fliaU  ben  yfere, 
^  Orpheus  and  Eurydice  his  fere. 
\  Thus,  hertd  mine !  for  Antenor,  alas!  - 
J  fooe  Aall  be  ychaungid,  as  I  wene ; 
But  how  flinll  jt  doen  in  this  wofbU  caas? 
How  iiall  yonr  tendir  hertd  thus  fuftcin  ? 
But,  herte  mine  !  foryet  this  forowe,  and  tenei 
And  me  alfo ;  for,  fothly  for  to  ttit^ 
So  ye  well  fare  1  retche  not  for  to  dele* 
How  might  it  evir  redde  ben  orifong 
%  he  phuntis  that  (he  made  in  her  diftrelTe  ? 
I  n*ot,  but  aa  for  me,  my  little  tongj . 
If  I  difcrivin  would  her  hevineiTe, 
tt  ihoald  ymake  her  forowe  fem^  leiTe 
Than  that  it  was,  and  childilhly  def^e 
Her  hie  complaint,  and  therfore  I  it  pace* 

Paadams,  whiche  that  fent  from  Troihit 
Waato  Cr«i«i3e,  as  ye  have  herd  devife. 
That  for  the  beft  it  was  accordid  thus. 
And  he  full  glad  to.  doen  him  that  ifervice 
Untb  Crefefde  in  a  full  fecrete  vnie. 
There  ai  (be  laic  in  tourment  and  in  rage. 
Came  her  to  tsll  all  wholly  his  meflage ; 

And  fondc  that  ihe  her  felvin  gan  to  trete 
Foil  piMMitty*  for  ^tth  her  iaki  teres 
Her  bred  aod  tact  flwthid  WtriiH  wetoi 
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Her  mightie  trellis  of  her  (bnniihe  hertt 
Unbroidin  hangin  all  abiiut  her  eres, 
Whiche  yaiHn  luni  very  fignall  neiattire 
Of  deth,  whiche  that  her  hertd  gan  de(lre« 

Whan  ihe  him  fawe  ihe  gan  for  ibrowe*  anoA 
Her  tery  face  atwixt  her  armiAhtde, 
For  whiche  this  Pandare'is  fo  wo  bigon 
That  in  the  hous  he  might  unneth  abide^ 
As  he  that  fdt  forowe  on  every  Ude, 
For  if  Crefeide  had  ttfi  complainid  fore 
Tho  gan  flie  plain  a  thoufande  timis  more. 
And  in  her  afpre  plaint^  thus  ihe  feide ; 
t'andare,  my  erne,  of  joyis  mo  than  two 
Was  canie,  caufing  firft  to  me  Crefeide, 
That  now  tranfmutid  biA  in  cruil  wo, 
Wher*  ihall  I  iarie  to  yon  welcome  or  no. 
That  aldtrfirfl  me  brought  nnto  fervile 
Of  love,  alas !  that  endith  in  foche  wife  I 

ERdith  than  love  in  wo  ?  ye,  or  men  Hetbi 
And  every  worldly  blilTe,  as  thinkith  me ; 
The  ende  of  blilTe  ale  forowe  occupieth ; 
And  who  ib  trowith  not  that  it  fo  be 
Let  him  upon  me  wofull  wretchd  fe. 
That  my  felf  hate,  and  aie  my  births  curfe^        ^ 
Feling  aJwate  fro  wicke  1  go  to  worfe* 

WlK)fo  me  feeth  feeth  forowe  all  atonis, 
Paine,  turment,  wo,  and  plaint,  and  eke  dillreQ 
Out  of  my  wofull  bodie  harme  there  none  is,   - 
As  langour,  anguiihe,  cruill  bittirndfe, 
Annoie,  fmarte,  drede,  futie,  and  eke  iikneire  x 
I  trowe  iwis  from  hevin  teris  rain 
For  pite  of  my  afpre'  and  cmill  pain. 

O  thou  my  fuilir  !  full  of  diicomfort, 
(Qgod  Pandarus)  what  thinkift  thou  to  ^ot  f 
Why  ne*  haft  thou  to  thy  felvin  fome  refport  I    ' 
Why  wilt  thou  thus  thy  felf,  alas  !  fordo  f 
JLeve  all  this  werke,  and  take  now  hede  to 
That  I  ihall  (kin,  and  h^ken'x  of  gode  entent 
This  that  by  me  thy  Troilus  the  fent. 

Toumid  her  tho  Crefeide  a  wo  making 
So  grete,  that.it  a  dcth  was  for  to  Ic  : 
Alas !  (quod  ihe)  what  wordis  maie  ye  brlngi 
What  woll  my  dere  herte  fendin  unto  me, 
Whiche  that  1  drtdi  nevir  more  to  fe  f 
Woll  he  have  plaint  or  teris  ere  I  wend(  f 
I  have  inough  if  he  theraftir  fende. 

She  was  right  foche  to  feoe  in  her  vifage 
As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  here  ybinde. 
Her  face,  like  of  paradis  the  image 
Was  all  ichaungid  in  anothir  kin^! ; 
The  plaie,  thelaughtir,  men  wer  wont  to  find 
In  her,  and  eke  her  joyis  evrichone, 
Ben  fledde ;  and  thus  lieth  Crefeidi  akme. 

About  her  eyin  two  a  purpre  ring 
Bitrent,  in  fothfail  tokening  of  her  pain. 
That  to  behold  it  was  a  dedly  thing. 
For  whiche  Pandarus  ne  might  nat  reftratn 
The  teris  from  his  evin.for  to  rain ; 
But  nath^lefle  as  he  beft  might  he  feide 
From  Troilns  theiie  wordis  to  Crefeide : 

Lo !  nece,  I  trowe  well  ye  han  herd  all  how 
The  King,  with  othir  lordu,  for  the  beft 
Hath  miklc  dkhaunge  of  Antcftor  and  yoo. 
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But  'hMi  fh  trmib  toke  and  mftir  kafte } 
The  lafiie  wofall  of  'hem  bothe  ne  wifte 
"Wher  lh«t  he  wa«,  ne  migbt  o  word  one  briog. 
As  I  faid  erft,  for  wo  and  for  fobbing* 

The  woful  tells  tblt  thei  ktin  fal 
As  biltir  weHn,  out  of  teris  lundtf, 
For  paine,  at  it  ligne  aloH  or  gal ; 
80  bittir  tffis  wept  t]at,as  I  fidde. 
The  wofall  Myrrha  tbroogh  the  hukt  md  tMe, 
That  in  this  world  ther  n'ft  fo  hard  an  hert 
1'hat  n'old  have  rtwid  oil  ther  palnit  fawrc« 

Bet  Whan  ther  wofaU  wery  goftis  twaine 
ketumid  ben  there  as  "hem  ought  to  dwell, 
And  that  femwhat  to  wekin  gan  the  paine 
By  length  of  platnte,and  ebbin  gaU  thie  wel 
Of  ther  fiiik  teria,  and  the  hert  Bfifwel» 
With  broken  voice,  all  horfe  for  (bright,  Crelcide 
To  Troilus  theft  ilk^  wordif  feide  t 

O  JoVe  !  t  die,  and  mercy  the  befeche; 
'  Hclpe,  I'roilDs^;  and  therwithal  her  face 
Upon  his  brefi'ihe  bud,  and  loft  her  fpeche. 
Her  wofttll  fpirite  from  his  propir  place 
Right  with  &e  worde  away  in  point  to  pace: 
And  thus  flie  lith  with  hewis  pale  and  greoc 
That  whilom  freih  and  fairift  was  to  fcne. 

This  TroUns  that  on  her  gato  beholde, 
Cleping  her  name,  and  fhc  b^  as  for  d«d, 
Witkoutin  anfWexe,and  felte  her  Hmmet  coUe^ 
Her  cyin  throwin  upwarde  to  her  bed, 
This  fordnftil  man  can  now  non  othir  rede. 
Bat  oftin  time  hef  cold^  mootht  be  kifte  : 
ttrhere  Kim  was  wo  Ood  and  bimftlf  it  wifte. 

He  rifith  up,  and  long  ftraite  he  her  lektci 
.For  (igne  of  life  for  anght  be  caH  or  may 
Can  he  none  finde  ih  nothing  of  Crefeide, 
For  whichc  his  fongc  ful  oftr  is  Welaway ! 
But  whan  he  fawe  that  fpech^fld  ftie  by, 
With  (broufiil  voice,  and  hert  of  bbfle  all  baft/ 
'He  laid  how  (he  was  fro  this  world  ifare. 

So  aftir  that  he  long  had  her  compbined, 
lii^  hondis  wronge,  and  faid  that  was  to  fty. 
And  with  his  teris  fait  her  breft  berained. 
He  gan  tho  tcria  wipin  of  full  drey, 
And  pitoufly  gan  for  the  foald  prey, 
'  And  (aid,  O  ^atd !  that  fct  artUn  thy  trone^ 
Rewe  eke  on  me,  for  I  (hal  folow^her  Tone. 

She  colde  wa%  and  withoutin  fcnt^ment, 
For  ought  he  wotc,  for  brethe  yet  fehe  he  none, 
And  this  was  him  a  prtigmmt  argument 
That  (he  was  forth  out  oi  this  worlde  agone ; 
And  when  he  faw  there  was  non  othh-  wonne 
He  gan  her  linunis  ^efle  in  fu<fhe  manere 
As  men  dqn  them  thiit  (hall  ben  laide  on  here. 

And  afcir  this  with  fteirne  and  cmiU  herte 
His  (werd  anon  out  l>f  his  iheth  he  twight, 
Himfelfe  to  fieen.  how  fore  fo  that  him  fmert^, 
So  that  hisfoule  her  foute  folowin  might 
Ther  as  the  dome  of  Minos  woAkl  it  dighr, 
Sith  Lo^e  and  cruil  Forttine  it  ne  wottd 
That  lb  this  worki  he  lengir  litin  ihouM* 

Thaft  (aid  he  thus,  falfilde  of  high  dildain^ ; 
O  cruil  Jove  1  and  thou  Fortune  adverfe ! 
Thik  al  UhIXowc  is,  fMfety  bavc  ye  ilaiae 


Crefeide,  and  fith  ye  Biay  (^  me  IIO  wcrfe, 
Fie  on  yopr  mig^  aad  wurkts  h  Hiftrki 
Thus  cowardeiy  ye  Skid  me  nevir  arinne ; 
There  flial  no  d^  me  fro  my  lady  twioae. 

For  I  this  world,  iith  ye  have  iloin  her  tha^ 
Wol  let,  and  folow'  her  fjpirit  Iowa  or  hic} 
Shal  nevir  lovir  fatoe  tbat  Troihis 
Dare  nat  for  fere  wit^  his  lady  die, 
For  certaine  I  iiaol  bere  her  tompone  ; 
Byt  fithe  ye  wol  sat  fidfire'  ni  Kvin  hovy 
Yet  fuffritirtbat  imr  ianlia  ben  ifcrt. 

And  thoa,  Cite  !  in  vHuche  I  live  in  wo. 
And  tiwii,  Priam !  and  brctfarin  ai  i£ere! 
And  thou,  my  mothsr !  £arwelr  fior  I  go. 
And  AtropoH  make  redy  tfaMt  asy  beie. 
And  thou,  Creieidc  I  o  fwete  herte  dcre  I 
Receive  tbo»  now  my  fpirite,  would  he  ^, 
With  (wehfe  at  hert,  al  redf  for  to  dey. ' 

But  as  Ood  woold  of  (aroogh  (be  thaabcaile^ 
And  gan  to  (ighe,  and  Troiftas !  (he  cride}     . 
And  he  anfwerid.  Lady  mine,Cre&ide! 
I.ivin  ye  yet  i  and  kt.hia  ^frcide  doaae  glide. 
Ye,  hert^  mine  \  thatthankid  be  Capidci 
(Quod  (be)  and  therwitlMrBw  §oti  fight. 
And  he  began  to  glade  her  as^ht  asif^; 

Toke  hertnaBDUatwo^aadkiftcbcroi^ 
And  her  to  gbai  be  did  al  hisenteat. 
For  whiche  her  gnft,  that  Ifcketed  aie  aisfet. 
Into  her  wofoll  hert  aiea  it  vreat ; 
But  at  the  lafte,  as  that  ber  c^  gknt 
Alide,  anoli  Ac  gan  hiafwerde  a^ 
As  it  lay  bare,  mA  gaa  for  fere  to  eric. 

And  aflud  him  why  he  had  it  oat  diMre? 
And  Troilus  anan  the  oanfe  ber  talde. 
And  how  himfelf  tberwitb  be  wauld  bare  flurt; 
For  whiche  Civfoide  a^soa  bim  ganbchokk, 
Andffanhsm  i&berarm]a£ifttoliBlde« 
And  £itde,0  aaercy,  God !  la  whiche  a  dtde  i 
AU^ !  how  nigfaewe  werin  botb£  dedc ! 

Than  if  I  ne  hadde  fpokin,  as  grace  vpaa, 
Ye  would  hare  iaine  yOar  felfo  aaon  I  futi  fc^' 
Ye,  doutileiSe.  .^d  fiieatift?an]e,Abs! 
For  by  that  iic^  Ijorde  that  laadi  lae 
1  n'olde  a  forleng  waie  on  live  bava  be, 
Aftir  youf  deth,to  have  boa  cronaiid  ^tetie 
Of  al  the  londe  the  (wma  on  flunith  (bene; 

Bvt  with  this  iclvd  fwerde  vrbich  that  hcK  >» 
My  felftn  I  would  have  flaine  (qnod  (be)  the. 
But  ho  !  for  we  ban:  right  faioufh  of  this 
And  let  us  rife  and  ftraite  t»  hcAdi  go, 
And  there  fet  as  y^ekinof  oinr  wo» 
For  by  that  moiter  wbicke  that  I  fobtenofi 
Knowlfnl  well  that  day  ia  nit  fat  kena^     • 

Whas  tbei  wer  iircber  bedde  iHarmisfoUl 
Naught  wts  it  Itbtf  thonightbbcrabafonc, 
For  petoufly  eche  otbiT  gaa  befcoMe,; 
As  thei  that  haddin  al  ther  blifle  ilofBC, 
Bewailing  al  tbedaie  tbattbci  a^aiebarac, 
Till  at  the  laft  dni  wofbM  wight  CMltide 
Tff  T^ibia  tbde  ilk^  wotdb  iauk  1 

La,  herte  aude !  i9t\  wot  j€  thai,  (^nad  1u] 
TbatifawifhtakraiebtiwoToan'  ' 
And  febith^Btt  haw  haJpin  lav  ttt  1 
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It  n*i8  but  folkt  Mul  cncrece  of  paine ; 
And  fcos  t|iat  here  afieiablid  be  we  twaine 
To  findin  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  in. 
It  were  att  time  rigbt  foae  lor  to  begin. 

I  am  a  woman,  as  hd  «el  ye  wotte. 
And  as  I  am  avUid  ibdaioly. 
So  wol  I  tel  it  you  while  it.  it  hotte  : 
Me  thiiiSuth  diut^  that  ncithirye  nor  I 
Ought  haife  this  wo  to  makiD  IkilfuUy^ 
For  there  is  art  okiagh  for  to  rcdteffe 
That  yet  is  jniffe„aad  ikcB  this  hevineflc. 

Sothe  IS,  the  wo  the  whiche  that  we  ben  iaai. 
For  aught  I  wDte«  far  nothing  cliis  is 
But  for  the  caufe  that  we  flwnld  ytwiiuM ; 
Confidrid  al  there  n*is  no  more  .amis : 
And  what  is  than  a  remedy^  ante  this 
But  that  we  ihape  us  fone  ipr  to  ancte  f 
Hiis  al  and  ibmc  is,  my  derc  hcrte  iwtte  J 

Now  that  rflial  wd  bringin  it  about* 
To  comcn'  s^ycn  fone  aftar  t^At  I  go 
Thenof  am  I  no  maoir  thing  'm  doiitc, 
For  diedikffe  within  a  weke  or  two 
I-  flial  hea  here}  and  that  it  aaay  be  f» 
By  alle  nS^tf  and  that  ia  wordis  few, 
I  Ihalyou  wel  an  hcpe  of  wayis  ihewe  % 

For  whiche  I  woU  nat  makin  longe  fenaoi^ 
'  For  time  ikfte  may  not  recovefed  he, 
But  I  wol  go  to  my  condufioa,  • 

And  to  the  bcfte  in  aught  that  I  can  ie;  ^ 
And  for  the  love  of  God  forgite  it  ntc 
If  I^ipdie  ai^t  aienil  your  hen%  reOe, 
For  trewily  I  ijpdie  it  ^r  the  befie ; 

Making  alway  a  protefiacion. 
That  in  efie^  this  tiling  that  I  fliall  lay 
N*is  hot  to  Ihew  i^  ycm  my  motion 
Ta  fnd  unto  our  helpe  the  b^ftd  way. 
And  takitfa  it  none  othirwifc  I  pray ; 
For,  finally,  what  £0  ye  me  commaunde 
That  wol  I  done,  for  that  is  no  demaande* 

Now  heriEcnith  this ;  Ye  have  weU  UD4erfhmi, 
My  goyog  granntid  ia  by  parlimeot. 
So  fcrfiorth  that  it  aaav  not  ben  withAond 
For  al  this  world,  «s  by  my  jugcment ; 
And  fithe  there  helpith  none  vnShomt 
To  Icttin  it,  lette  it  pafle  out  of  mind. 
And  let  us  fiiape  a  bettir  waie  to  &tidCf 

The  fothc  Is  this;  the  twinning  of  us  twaiOia 
Wol  us  di£cie  and  cmiUy  anoie. 
But  him  bcbovith  fomtime  hs^^^ne 
That  fervith  JLove,  if  that  he  wol  have  jose  % 
And  fith  I  Ihal  no  £uthir  out  of  Troie 
Than  I  maie  ride  aien  on  halfe  a  morowe 
It  ought  the  hflc  caafin  us  fior  to  forowic; 

So  as  I  ihal  nat  noar  ben  lud  in  mcwe, 
That  day  by  day,  mtn  ownd  herti  dere  1 
Sens  wel  ye  wote  that  it  is  ntifve  a  trewe^ 
Te  ihal  fu  wel  al  mine  eftate  yhere. 
And  er  that  trace  it  done  1  ihal  hen  here; 
And  thus  have  ye  both  Antenor  iwoane 
And  qae  alfo.  Bethe  glad  now  if  ye  conne^* 

And  thinke  it  right  thus,  Crefckle  is  now  agep^ 
But  what  ?  ihe  flud  come  haftiiy  ayen  : 
/^  ifhapf  jUat!  b^  Qod|  lo^nj^ht  asooi 
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£r  dayis  ten,  thi«  dare  I  iafcly  faine. 
And  than  as  erftc  (hall  wje  be  both^  funCj^ 
jSo  as  we  ihal^  togtthcra  evir  4weU, 
That  al  this  worlde  ne  might  our  blifle  tcH. 

J  fe  that  oft  time,  there  as  yre  ben  nowe, 
That  for  the  befte,  our  cQuofaile  Sop  tp  ]^dc. 
Ye  fpe^  R#t  with  me  nor  I  with  yo^ 
In  fourtthiight^  ne  fe  you  go  ne  ride  ; 
And  may  yf  oat  ten  dayis  than  ab^de. 
For  mine  honour,  in  fuche  an  avinture? 
IwM  ye  mowe,  or  eUis  lite  endure^ . 

Ye  ]4nowe.cke  howe  that  all  my  kin  U  here 
But  if  that  oncly  it  my  fathir  be. 
And  eke  mine  othir  thingis  al  iferc. 
And  namily  my  dere  hertd  yc. 
Whom  that  ^  n'olde  levin  for  to  fe  -  ; 

For  al  this  worlde,  as  wide  as  it  hath  4>aec» 
Or  cilis  fe  I  nevir  J<yv*is  face. 

Why  trpwin  yc  my  fathir  in  this  wife 
Covetith  fo  to  fc  xne,  but  fqr  dred$ 
Lefkc  \si  thisioune  Uiat  folkis  me  difpife 
Bicaufe  of  him  for  his  onhappy  dede  ? 
What  wo^.my  iathir  what  life  that  I  ledef 
For  if  he  will  i^  Trole  how  wel  I  fare 
Us  nedid  fof  my  wending  nat  to  car^. 

Ye  fene  that  every  day  eke  mva  an4  niore 
Men  mste  of  pece,  aad  it  fup^«&4  i* 
That  men  the  Quene  Helena  ihall  reftore. 
And  Greki%  us  reilore  that  is  ami$s 
So  though  ^here  ae  were  comfort  ooAe  but  th^    . 
That  mefi  purpoiio  pece  on  every  fide, 
Ve  may  the  betf  at  eie  of  hene  ^ide ; 

For  if  that  h  be  pece,  mine  hertv-  dere ! 
The  nature  of  the  pece  mote  nedis  drive 
That  men  tanSt  emrccommaain  ifere. 
And  to.  and  fro  eke  ride  and  gone  as  blivse 
Al  da/  as  th^cke  as  b^en  fiiea  frdm  an  hive. 
And  every  wj^  hairc  liberty  to  bleve 
Where  m  him  lift  the  bet  withoocm  Icve.     ' 

And  tl^ough  do  he  that  pece  ther  maie  be  noae^ 
Yet  hither,  though  ther  ncvir  pece  ne  were, 
I  muil  ycome,  for  whidir  fiiould  I  gone. 
Or  how,  mifchannce  1  ihoujd  I  dwellin  there 
Among  tho  men  of  anaiy|vre*  in  fere  ? 
For  whiche,  as  wifely  God  my  foi^  rede, 
I  can  nat  fepe  wherof  ye  fhouldiu  drede. 

Have  here  anothir  way,  if  it  fo  be 
That  al  this  thing  ne  maie  yo^  not  fuffice  t 
^y  fuhir,  as  ye  knowin  wele  pa^e, 
Isholdin  oMe  aod  ful  of  covitife^ 
And  I  right  npwe  have  foundin  al  the  gi£r 
Withontio  nette  whcrvith  1  (hal  him  heat. 
And  herkenith  now  if  that  yc  wol  alfent. 

Lo !  Troihia,  pen  hine  full  har4e  it  is 
Th.  ^oUe  &1  and  the  wedir  whole  to  have  s 
This  is  to  fiune,  that  men  fiijl  oft  ii^ 
^ote  ijpendin  parte  ^e  remoaat  for  to&ve; 
For  ale  with  golde  men  maie  the  hcrt  ^gravf 
Of  him  that  is  fet  uaoi»  cpvitife ;  • 

And  how  I  mene  I  mal  it  you  devtfe. 

The  movable  whiche  I  have  in  this  touDf 
Unto  my  £tthir  flial  I  take,  aad  fiue. 
That  right  {or  trnft  and  Ipr  ftlvado^^ 
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It  fcijt  18  frora  a  frcn^  of  hii  or  twaie. 
The  which  frendis  do  fervently  him  praic 
To  fcndin  aftir  more,  and  that  in  hie, 
While  that  this  toun  ftant  thus  in  jeopardie  ; 

And  that  fhal  be  of  ^olde  huge  qiiantite  \ 
Thus  ikal  I  fain,  but  left  folke  it  afpide 
This  maic  be  f«mt  by  no  wight  but  by  me  j 
I  Ihal  eke  (hewin  him,  if  pecc  betid'e> 
What  frendis  that  1  have  on  every  fide , 
To  doe  the  wrathc  of  Priamus  to  paee    -      -  . 
Towardis  hini,  and  don  him  iland  in  grace. 

So  'Ivhat  for  o  thing  and  for  othir,  iWete  I 
J  (hal  him  fo  enchauntin  with  my  fawes 
That  righ(  in  b^in  his  fqule  (hal  he  metC} 
For  al  Apollo  or  his  derkis  hwes, 
Pr  calculing.  availith  nat  thre  hawesi 
Delh-e  of  gokle  ihal  fo  his  fobld  blende ' 
That  as  me  lifte  I  (hall  wel  make  an  ende. 

And  if  he  t^oiild  aught  by  his  f0rt  tt  pfevc 
If  that  I  lie,  in  c(^ainc  I  ihal  fbnde 
l)tfturbin  him,  and  plucke  him  by  the  fleve^ 
Makin  his  forte,  and  berfh  him  on  honde^     ' 
He  bathtiat  wel  the  goddis  undirftonde/ 
For  goddis  fpeke  in  amphibologies,     '  ' ' 
And  for  o  fothe  th«i  tellib  twenty  Bet ; 

£k«  dred^  fond  firfl  goddis,!  fuppo^. 
Thus  flial  I  faint,  and  that  hiifcoiK^uxIe'h«]te 
Made  hiifi  amis  the  goddis  text  to  gloie  - 
Whan  he  for  fcrdi  out  df  Troie  ftertc ; 
And  ^t  I  makin  him  fone  to  coturerte. 
And  done  my  rede  within  a  day  or  twcy, 
I  wol  to  ypu  oblige  ntc  to  dcy.  ■    ♦ 

And  ti-ewily,  as  writtin  wel  I  finde. 
That  al  this  thing  was  faid  of  gode  entent, 
And  that  herlierlj  trewd  was  and  kinde 
Towardis  him,  and  fpake  right  as  flie  ment. 
And  that  fhe  ftarfc  for  wo  nigh  when  (he  went, 
And  was  in  purpofe  evir  to  be  trewe. 
This  writin  thei  tkat  of  her  werkis  knewe. 

"This  Troilus,  with  hcrt  and  eris  fprad, 
Herde  al' this  thing  devifid  to  and  fro. 
And  verily  it  feniid  that  he  had 
The  fdvin  witte,  but  yet  to  let  her  go 
His  hcrte  misfoVyave  hjt^  evirmo  j 
But  finally  he  gan  his  hert-^  virreft 
To  truftiu  her,  and  toke  it  fpr  the  belk ; 

For  which  the  grete  f«ry  of  his  pemtunce 
Was  qiasnt  with  hope,  and  therwith  'iiem  bitwenc 
Began  for  joy<  the  amorous  daunce ; 
And  as  the  birdls  wh^n  the  funni  (bene 
Dditin  it  thei*  fongfe  in  levis  grene. 
Right  fi)  the  wordis  that  thei  fpake  ifere 
l>eTitin  them,  and  made  ther  hertis  chere« 

But  nathClefie,  the  wendin  of  (^efeide  ' 
For  a|  this  world  may  nat  oiit  of  his  minde,    . 
For  whiche  fol  oft  he  petooflyher  preide 
That  of  her  haffceiie  ipight  her  trewe-  yfinde. 
And  feidc  her,  Cerds  if  y«  be  onkinde. 
And  but  ye  come  at  daic  fet  into  Troie, 
Ne  ihal  I  nere'have  hele,  honor,  ne  joie  : 

Forrali  fb  fothe  a  funne  nprift  to  niorow, 
"And  God  fo  wifely  thou  me  wofuU  wretche 
To  r^a  ybring  out  o£  this  ccttil  Sotow^ 


\  wol  my  felvin  ile  if  that  ye  dntcbe, 
But  of  nfiy  doth  though  lidl  be  to  retche. 
Yet  er  that  ye  me  cao^n  fo  to  fmerte 
Dwel  rathir  here  mine  ownn  dere  fwete  herte  I 

For  trcwily,  mine  own^  lady  dere  I 
The  ileightis  yet  that  I  have  herd  you  ftert 
Ful  ibapcly  ben  to  fallin  al  ifere, 
For  thus  mefa  (aith,  ^Ut  mu  tbkkHb  the  irw,      . 
Bit  ml  amotbir  tbinkitb  the  Mtre  : 
Your  (ire  is  wiie,  and  £ud  is  oat  of  drede 
Mem  may  ibe  V)}fe  oytrenme  mtd  mat  putredi* 

It  is  full  hande  to  haitia  unefpted 
Before  a  crepil,  for  he  can  thecrafte ; 
Your  fatbiv  >*  in  fieight  as  Ar^iis  eyed. 
For  albc*  ir  that  his  movblc'  i»  him  \knkt 
!His  oldi  Height  is  yet  fo  with  -him  lafte  - 
Ye  ibil  not  'Uendc  -him  for  your  womanhede, 
;Ne  bine  aright,  and  that  it  al  my  drede. 

I  n*ot  if  |]iece  (hall  evirmo  betide. 
But  pece  or  no,  foi^emeft  ne  for  game, 
I  wote  (ith  C?kha*  on  the  Orckit  fide 
'Hath  onis  ben,  and  loft  fo  fook  his  name. 
He  dare  no  more  come  here  ayen  for  ftutoe. 
For  whiche  that  ^e,  for  ought  I  can  efpy, 
To  truftin  on  n^is  but  a  (antafie. 

Yc  flud  eke  fene  your  fatinr  (hall  yon  ^it 
To  ben  a  wife,  and,  as  he  can  wel  prcche. 
He  (hal  fooie  Greke  ib  prefe  and  wel  alole, 
I'hat  ra«i(bin  he  (hal  you  with  his  fpeche, 
,Or  do  you  done  by  force,  as  he  (halteche. 
And  Troilvn,  on  #hom  yon  n*il  have  roodi,  ' 
Shal  cauf^lefte  ib  ftehnrin  in  this  trouth. 

And  ore  al  this  your  fathir  ftial  difpiie 
Us  al,  and  fsifn>  this  dte  is  but  lome, 
And  that  th*  aifeg^nevir  ihal  axife; 
For  why  ?  t^c  Orelul  have  it  allefwome. 
Til  we  ben  (laine  and  doun  our  wallis  tome; 
And  thus  he  (hal  you  with  his  wordis  fere. 
That  aie  drede  1  that  ye  >voI  blevin  there. 

Ve  (hall  eke  fene  fo  many*  a  lufty  knight 
Among  the  Grtktt,  ful  of  worchineife, 
And  cche.of  *hem  with  hertd,  wit,  and  migbt| 
To  plciin  you  done  al  his  buiine(re. 
That  ye  (bull  dullin  of  the  rudineffe 
Of  us  the  fely  Trojans,  but  if  roathe 
Romordin  you  or  vertnc  of  your  trouthe. 

And  this  to  m^  (b  grevoufc  ia  to  thinke 
That  (Vo  my  brcft  it  wol  my  foule  rende, 
Ne  dredeleih;  in^e  there  may  nat  finke 
O  godf  opinion  if  that  ye  wende ; 
For  why  r  your  fathir*a.(Ieightis  wol  os  ibende : 
And  if  ye' gone,  as  I  have  toldc  you  yore. 
So  thinke  I  n*am  hot  ded  wtthoutinmore; 

For  wl^ich  with  humble,  true,  and  |»ttouft,  hcrt 
A  thoufandetimismetcie  1  you  prai6. 
So  rewith  on  mine  afpre  paiois  fmert, 
And  (loth  fomwhat  as  that  I  (hal  you  faie, 
And  let  us  ftele  away  betwixt  us  twaie. 
And  thinke  that  foly!  is  whan  a  man  mate  chele 
For  accident  his  fubftaunce  for  to  lefe. 

-^1  men^  thus,  that  fens  we  mo>^e  ordaie 
Well  ftele  awaie«  and  ben  togither  fo, 
What  wi^  yrtit  it  to  puttin  in'aHaie 
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(In  cafe  yc  {hQuldin  to  your  fathir  go) 
If  that  ye  mi^tin  ceme  aico  or  no  ? 
Thutmrne  I,  that  it  were  agrete  folie 
To  put  that  fikirnefle  io  je  »pardie. 

And,  vulgarly  tofpckin  of  fubdaunce. 
Of  trcfour  may  we  botbc  with  us  Icdc 
Ynough  to  live  in  honour  and  plcfaunce 
Untill  the  timt  that  we  {hall  ben  dede, 
And  thus  we  may  cfchcwin  all  this  drede ; 
For  every  othir  waie  ye  can  rccorde 
Mine  hcrt  iwit  male  therwith  nat  acorde* 

And  hardily  ne  dredith  no  povcrte. 
For  I  have  Kin  and  frendis  ellis  where 
That  though  we  comin  in  our  bare  fherte 
Vs  (huld'  nevir  lacke  ne  golde  ne  gere, 
But  ben  honourid  while  we  dweltin  there; 
And  go  we*  anone,  for  as  in  mine  entcnt 
This  is  the  heft,  if  that  ye  woi  aficnt. 

Crefeid^  ]grith  a  (ighe  right  in  this  wife 
Anfwcrid  him  ;  Iwis,  my  dere  hcrt  treiike  ! 
We  male  well  ftelc  away  as  ye  devife, 
And  findii)  fuche  unthrifty  wayis  newe. 
But  attirwardc  ful  fore  it  wol  us  rewe; 
And  hclpe  me  God  fo  at  my  moftc  nede 
Ab  cauf-  leffc  ye  fufirin  al  this  drede  : 

For  thilke  day  that  I  for  cheriihing 
Or  drede  of  lathir,  or  for  othir  wight. 
Or  for  e(Ute,  delite,  or  for  weding. 
Be  falfe  to  you,  my  Troilus,  my  knight  [ 
Satcmus  d«>ughtir  Juno,  through  her  mighty 
Atwode  as  Atalaota  do  me  dwell 
Bteinally  in  Styx,  the  pit  of  hell. 

And  this  on  every  god  celeftiall 
I  fwcrc  it  you,  and  eke  on  eche  goddeflci 
On  every  nymph  and  deite  infei .  all, 
OnSatyrys  and.Faunys  more  and  leffc. 
That  halve  goddis  ben  of  wildirccflc  ; 
And  Atropos  my  thred  of  life  to  bred 
If  I  be  falfe.  Now  trowe  me  if  you  left. 

And  thou,  Simois,  that  as  an  arowe  clerc 
Through  Troie  rennift  aie  dounward  to  the  fe, 
Be  witnciTe  of  this  worde  that  faid  is  here, 
That  thilki'  day  that  I  untrcw    be 
To  Troilus,  mine  ownt  hcrtc  frc !  h 

That  thou  retumc  backewarde  unto  thy  well. 
And  I  with  body  and  foule  finke  to  helL 

But  that  ye  fpeke  awaie  thus  for  to  go, 
And  lettin  al  your  frendis,  God  forbedc 
For  any  woman  that  ye  (houldin  fo ! 
And  naroily  fens  Troie  hath  now  ft^h  nede 
Of  helpe ;  and  eke  of  o  thing  takith  hedc, 
If  this  were  wiite,  my  life  laie  in  balaunce 
And  your  iionor,  God  ihilde  us  fro  mifchaunce ! 

And  if  fo  be  that  pece  hereaftir  take. 
As  al  dale  happith  aftir  angre  game. 
Why,  Lorde  i  the  forow*  and  wo  ye  woIcCa  make 
That  ye  ne  durft  eomin  ayen  for  (hame  I 
And  er  that  ye  jeopardin  fo  your  nfine 
Beth  nat  to  haily  in  this  hott^  fare. 
For  hafty  max\  ne  wantitli  nevir  care. 

What  trowe  ye  the  peple  eke  all  abonte 
Would  of  it  (ay  ?  it  is  ful  light  to*  arede ; 
T^d  woldin  iay,  afidfwcie  it  out  of  doute, 
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That  love  ne  drave  you  nat  to  don  this  dede, 
But  luile  vuluptuous  and  cowardc  drede  : 
Thus  were  al  lofte  iwis.  mine  hcrtc  dere  ! 
Your  honour,  whichc  that  now  fo  fhiuith  clcre. 

And  alfo  thiukith  on  mine  honefte, 
That  flourith  yet,  how  foule  1  (hould  it  ihende,    . 
And  with  what  filth  it  fpottid  fhouldi  be 
If  in  this  forme  I  ihouldc  with  you  wendc: 
Ne  though  I  lived  unto  the  worldis  cndc 
■My  name  (hould  I  ncvir  ayenward  wiLiie  t 
Thus  were  I  loft,  and  that  were  routh  and  Unne. 

And  forthy  He  with  rcfon  al  this  hete  ; 
Men  faine,  Tibtfuffraumt  9V€rcomei'u parJt^ 
Eke  lVbof9  -u'oi  itave  U/«  mote  UU : 
Thus  makith  vertue  of  ncceflite 
By  pacience,  and  thinke  that  lorde  is  he 
Of  Fortune  aie  that  naught  woll  of  her  retch, 
And  ihc  ne  daunt ith  no  wight  but  a  wretch. 

And  truftith  this,  that  ccrtis,  hcrtc  fwctc  J 
Or  Phoebus  fuftir,  Lnciua  the  fticne, 
The  laon  pallith  out  of  this  Arite 
I  woll  ben  here  withoutin  any  wcne ; 
I  mene,  as  helpe  me  Juno,  hevin's  quene, 
Tht  tenth  dale,  but  if  that  deth  rac  liTailc, 
I  woll  you  fene  withoutin  any  faile. 

And  now,  fo  this  be  fothc  (quod  Troilus) 
I  ftiall  well  fuffre  unto  the  tenUi  dale. 
Sens  that  I  fe  that  nede  it  mote  ben  thus; 
But  for  the  love  of  God,  if  it  be  maic. 
So  let  us  ftelin  privily  awaie. 
For  evrt'  in  one  as  for  to  live  in  reft. 
Mine  hertc  faieth  that  it  woll  be  the  heft. 

O  mercie,  God !  what  life  is  this  ?  (quod  (be) 
Alas '  ye  fle;i  me  thus  for  very  tene  ; 
I  fe  well  now  that  ye  miftruft-n  m^, 
For  by  your  wordis  it  is  we. I  ifcne  ; 
Now  for  the  love  of  pvnthia  the  (he^e 
Miftruft  me  nat  thus  cauf^le(re  for  routh. 
Sens  to  be  true.  I  have  you  plight  my  trouth. 

And  thinkith  wel  that  fomtime  it  is  wit 
To  fpendin  a  time  a  time  for  to  win  ; 
Ne  parde  lorne  am  I  nat  fro  you  yet. 
Though  that  we  ben  a  dait  or  two  at  win  : 
Drive  out  tho  fantaftes  you  have  within. 
And  truftith  me,  and  levith  eke  your  forow, 
Or  here  my  trouth,  I  wol  nat  live  til  morow  : 

For  if  ye  wift  how  f^e  it  doeth  me  fmerte 
Ye  woulde  ccffe  of  this:  for  God  thou  wo(t 
The  pure  fpirite  y wepith  in  mine  herte 
To  fene  you  wepin  whiche  that  I  love  rooft. 
And  that  I  mote  gon  to  the  Grekis  hofte  j 
Ye,  n'ere  it  that  I  wift  a  rcmedic 
To  come  ayen  right  here  1  \^ouldd  die. 

But  certis  I  am  not  fo  nice  a  wight 
That  I  ne  can  imaginin  a  waie 
To  come  ayen  that  daie  that  I  have  hight, 
For  who  male  holden*  a  thing  that  wol  awaie 
My  fathir  naught  for  all  his  queinte  plaie ; 
And  by  my  thrift  my  wending  out  of  Troie 
Anothir  daie  (hall  toume  us  all  to  joie. 

Forthy  with  all  mine  herte  I  you  befeke. 
If  that  you  lift  doen  ought  for  my  praiere. 
And  for  the  love  whiche  that  1  love  you  ck^ 
Bbiiij 
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That  er  that  I  departin  fro  you  here 
That  of  fo  godc  a  comfort  and  a  chere 
^  maie  you  fene  that  ye  male  bring;  at  reft 
Mine  hert^  whiche  h  at  the  pointSb  to  hreft, 

And  ore  al  this  I  praie  you,  quod  (he  tho. 
Mine  own^  hertMn  fothfad  fuffifaunc^ ! 
Sith  I  am  thine  all  whole  withoutin  mo» 
That  while  that  I  am  abfient  no  plefannce 
Of  bthir  doe  me  fro  your  Kemembraunce^ 
For  I  am  ^r  agaft ;  for  why  ?  men  rede 
That  love  is  thinjf  aie  full  of  bufic  drede. 

For  in  this  worlde  there  liyith  ladie  non|. 
If  that  yc  were  untre,  as  God  dcfende  I 
That  fo  bctravid  wore  or  wo  bcg^n 
As  1,  that  alle  trouthe  in  you  entende  ; 
And  doutclcfs  if  that  othir  wen(|e 
1  n'ere  but  dedde,  and  er  ye  canfe  yfinde 
For  Godd*is  love  fo  beth  me  naught  unlunde. 

To  this  anfwerid  Troilu?,  and  feide, 
Kow  God,  to  whom  there  n'is  no  caufc  iwrie, 
Mc  gbd,  as  wis  T  nevir  to  Creftidc, 
Sithc  thilkc  daie  I  ftiw  her  firft  with  eye, 
Was  falfe,  nc  nevir  ftall  till  that  I  die  : 
At  (hen  wordis,  wcU  yc  maie  tpc  bijcve; 
I  can  no  more ;  it  (hall  be  fbunde  a(  prevc. 

Graunt  mercy,  gode  hcrt  mine  I  iwis,  (quod  fce) 
And,  blifsful  Venus !  let  me  flcvif  ftervc 
£r  1  maie  ftonde  of  plefaunee  in  degre 
To  quite  him  well  that  fp  well  can  dcfervc. 
And  while  that  God  my  wit  will  me  confervc 
I  ihall  fo  dueo,  fo  true  I  have  you  found. 
That  aie  honour  to  me  ward  (hall  rebounde : 

For  truftith  well  that  your  eftate  roiall, 
Kc  ycifle  dclite,  nor  ontly  worthinefle 


pi  you  in  wore  or  tttmaie  mudall, 
Ne  pompe,  arraie,  nobley,  or  eke  richcfle, 
Ne  madin  mo  to  rue  on  your  diftrefle. 
But  morall  vcftue,  groundid  upon  troath. 
That  was  the  caufe  I  firft  had  on  yoo  routh ; 

£ke  gentle  hert,  and  manhode  that  ye  had, 
And  that  jt  had  (aa  me  thought)  in  difpite 
Evdry  thing  that  fownid  into  bad. 
As  rudteeffe,  and  pepUilie  appetite. 
And  that  your  ieA>D  bridlid  your  delite ; 
This  made  abovin  eWry  cceturc 
That  I  was  yours,  and  fliall  whi|e  I  maie  dure* 

And  this  may  length  of  yens  Dtt  focdoe, 
Ne  remuablc  Fortune  deface. 
But  Jupiter,  that  of  his  might  nuie  doe 
The  forowfnll  be  glad,  fo  yere  ut  grace 
Er  nightis  tenne  to  metin  in  this  place. 
So  that  it  maie  your  herte  and  mme  fuffife : 
And  fare  now  well,  for  time  it  that  yc  rife. 

And  aftir  that  tbei  long  iplantd  had. 
And  oft  ikift,  and  ftraite  in  armis  Ibldc, 
The  daie  gan  rife,  and  Troilns  him  dad. 
And  rafully  hit  ladie  gan  behold, 
As  be  that  felt  of  deth'is  cant  cold. 
And  to  her  grace  he  gan  himrecommaunde ; 
Where  he  wat  wo  thb  holde  I  no  dematnde  i 

For  mann'itbedde  imagimn  ne  can, 
Ne*  entenddment  coofidir,  ne  tongue  tell, 
I'he  cruill  painis  of  thit  wofnll  man. 
That  paiEn  every  tourmtnt  doiine  in  hell ; 
For  whan  he  fawe  that  (he  ne  might  ydweO, 
Whiche  that  his  foule  out  of  kit  body  rent, 
Withoutin  more  out  of  the  chambre*  be  weot. 
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AnocniN  gan  the  fatall  dcftino 

That  Jovis  hath  In  dtfporiciouo, 

And  to  you  angrie  Parta,  fuftrin  thre, 

Committlth  to  docn  czecucioun, 

For  whiche  Crcfeide  muft  out  of  the  toun. 

And  Troilus  fhall  dwcllin  forth  in  pine 

TiU  Lachcfii  his  threde  no  lengir  twine. 

The  goldln  treflid  Phoehut  high  on  loft 
Thrjis  had  all^  with  his  bemis  clcre 
The  fiiowis  molte,  and  Zephirus  at  oft 
Ibrooght  ayen  the  tendir  levis  grent> 
Seoa  uiat  the  fonoe  of  Hecuba  the  Quene 
^gtn  to  loTc  her  firft,  for  whom  hislforowo 
Was  all  that  (he  departin  ihould  amorowe. 

Fall  redy  was  at  prim^  Diomede 
Crcfeide  unto  the  Grckis  hoftc  to  lede, 
For  fgrowc'  of  whiche  ihc  felt  her  hert^blede| 
As  (he  that  ne  will  what  was  beft  to  rede  ; 
And  truUyy  as  men  in  bokis  rede, 
Men  wilU  nevir  woman  have  the  care, 
Nc  was  fo  lothe  out  of  a  toune  to  fare. 

This  Troilus  withoutin  rede  or  lore, 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyis  eke  forlorc, 
W»»  waiting  on  hit  ladic  CTirmore, 
As  (he  that  was  the  fothfail  croppe  and  more 
Of  all  his  lull  or  joyis  heretofore  ; 
Jut  Troilus,  now  farewell  all  thy  joie ! 
for  Ihalt  thou  ncTir  fcne  her  eft  in  Troic* 


Soth  is,  that  while  he  bode  in  this  mtnert 
He  gan  his  wo  lull  manly  for  to  hide. 
That  well  unneth  it  fcne  wat  in  his  chere. 
But  at  the  yatd  there  (he  (hould  out  ride 
With  certain  folke  he  hovid  her  tp*  abide. 
So  wo  bigon,  all  wpuld  he  not  him  plain. 
That  on  hit  hort  unneth  he  fate  for  pain. 

For  ire  he  qnoke,  fo  gan  hit  hertd  gnawe^.^ 
Whan  Diomede  on  hort  gan  him  to  drefle. 
And  (aied  unto  himfelf  thit  ilk^  fawe ; 
Alas !  (quod  he)  this  foule  o  wretchidnefTe 
Why  fuffirc'  I  it  ?  why  n'ill  I  it  redrefle  ? 
Were  it  hat  bet  at  onis  for  to  die 
Than  evirmore  in  langour  thns  to  drie  ? 

Why  n'ill  I  make  at  otii  riche  and  pore 
To  have  inough  to  doen  er  that  (he  go  ? 
Why  n  ill  I  bring  all  Troic  upon  a  rore  ? 
Why  n'ill  I  ilaen  this  Diomede  alfo  ? 
Why  n*ill  I  rathir  with  a  man  or  two 
Stele  her  awaie  ?  Why  wt>ll  I  this  endure  I 
Why  n*iU  I  helpin  to  mine  ownc  cure  ? 

But  why  he  n'oldd  docn  fo  fell  a  dede 
That  ihall  I  fain,  and  why  him  liH  it  fpare  f 
He  had  in  hcrte  alwaie  a  manir  drede 
Xieft  that  Crcfeide,  in  rumour  of  this  fare. 
Should  have  ben  (lain  :  lo  !  thit  was  al  hit  cartt 
And  ellis  certain,  as  I  fayid  yore, 
He  had  it  docn  withoutin  wordlt  xmore^ 
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Crefcid^,  whan  (he  redy  was  to  ride, 
f  nil  forowfiilly  fighed,  snd  faied  Alas ! 
But  fbithc  (he  mote  for  aught  that  maie  betide, 
.^And  fortht  (he  rittc  a  full  fobirly  pafe ; 
There  is  none  othir  remedy*  in  this  cafe  : 
"What  wondir  is  though  that  her  fore  fmert 
Whan  (he  forgoith  her  owne  fwete  herte  f 

This  i'roilus  in  gife  of  curtide. 
With  hauke  on  hond,  and  with' an  hog^  root 
Of  kntghtis,  rode  and  did  her  companie, 
Tpaffing  all  the  valey  ferre  without. 
And  fcrthir  would  have  riddin  out  of  doubt 
Full  faiae,  and  wo  was  him  to  gone  fo  (one. 
But  coume  he  muft,  j|nd  it  was  eke  lb  dotn. 

And  right  with  that  was  Antenor  icomc 
Oat  of  the  Xrrekis  hoile,  and  every  Wight  < 
Was  of  him  glad,  and  faied  he  was  welcome ; 
And  Troilus,  all  n*ere  his  hert^  light, 
"He  pained  htm  with  all  his  fullc  might 
yUm  to  withhokie  of  fr^ping  at  the  left. 
And  Antenor  he  kift,  and  made  grete  feft. 

And  tberwithall  he  muft  his  leve  ytake. 
And  caft  his  eye  opon  her  pitoufly. 
And  nere  he  rode,  his  caufe  for  to  make. 
To  take  her  by  the  hoode  all  fobirlie ; 
And  Lorde  :  fo  (hfc  gan  wepin  tendirlie. 
And  he  full  foft  and  flighly  gan  her  feie, 
Kow  holde  your  daie,  and  doe  roe  not  to  deie. 

With  that  his  courlir  toumid  he  about 
With  face  full  pale, .  and  unto  Diomede 
No  werde  be  fpake,  ne  none  of  all  his  rout. 
Of  whiche  the  fonne  of  Tydeus  toke  hede. 
As  he  that  koutbe  more  than  the  crede 
In  foche  a  craft,  and  by  the  rain  her  hcnt. 
And  T'-ollus  to  Troie  homwardis  went. 

This  Diomcdc,  that  lad  her  by  the  bridcll. 
Whan  that  he  fawc  the  folke  of  Troie  awaic. 
Thought  all  my  labor  (hull  not  ben  on  idell^ 
If  that  I  maie,  for  fomwhat  (hall  I  faie. 
For  at  the  worfl  it  (hortin  male  our  waie  , 
I  have* herd  faie  ckc  timis  twif^  twelve 
He  is  a  fole  that  woU  foryctc  him  felvc. 

But  nathUciTe  this  thought  he  well  inough. 
That  certainly  X  am  aboutin  naught 
If  t|iat  I  fpeke  of  love  or  make  it  tought. 
For  doutilefs  if  (he  have  in  her  thought 
Him  that  I  ge(re  he  maie  not  ben  ibrought 
So  fane  awaie ;  but.l  (hall  finde  a  mene 
That  (he  nat  yet  wete  (hall  what  that  I  mene. 

This  Diomede,  as  he  that  could  his  godc. 
Whan  this  was  doen  gan  fallin  forth  in  fpcche 
Of  this  and  that,  and  a(kin  why  (he  (lode 
In  foche  difcfe  t  and  gan  her  eke  befeche. 
That  if  that  he  encre&i  might  or  eche 
Wirh  any  thing  her  efe  that  (he  (hould 
Comniaunde  it  him,  and  faid  he  doen  it  would  : 

For  truily  he  fwore  her  as  a  knight  [plcfe 

That  thcr  n*as  thing  with  which  he  might  her 
That  he  D*olde  doen  his  pain^nd  al  his  might 
To  doen  it,  for  to  doen  her  herte  an  efe. 
And  pray  id  her  (he  would  her  forowe*  apeie, 
An  d  faied,  I  wis  we  Grekis  can  have  joie 
To  honourc  you  as  wcU  as  folkc  of  Troie. 


He  faide  eke  thus,  I  wot  you  thinkith  fbaungc, 
No  wondir  is,  for  it  is  to  you  newe, 
Th'  acqueintaunce  of  thcfe  Trojans  for  to  chaaoge 
For  folke  of  Grece,  which  that  ye  tevir  koewe; 
But  would^  nevir  God  but  if  as  true 
A  Grcke  ye  (hould  emong  us  all  yfinde 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  eke  as  kinde. 

And  by  the  caufe  1  fwore  you,  lo!  right  now 
To  ben  yoor  frcnde,  and  help  you  to  my  might, 
And  for  that  more  acqueintaunce  eke  of  yoa 
Have  I  had  than  anothir  (Irauogir  wight, 
So  fro  this  forth  I  pnie  yon  date  and  night 
Conuuaundith  me,  how  fore  fo  that  mc  fmerte. 
To  doen  all  that  maie  like  unto  your  herte : 

And  tbtt  ye  me  wold  as  your  brothir  trete. 
And  takith  not  my  (reodlhip  in  difpite ; 
And  thongh  your  forowes  ben  for  thingit  grete, 
N*ot  I  nat  why,  but  out  of  more  refpite 
Mine  hcrt  hath  for  to*  amende  it  grete  delite. 
And  if  I  maie  your  harmis  nat  redrclTc 
I  am  right  forie  for  your  hevineffe : 

For  though  ye  Trojans  with  us  Grekis  wrotk 
Have  many*  a  daie  ben,  alwaic  yet  parde 

0  god  of  Love  in  fothe  wc  fervin  bothe : 
And  for  the  love  ttf  God,  my  latfSe  fre, 
Whom  fo  ye  hate  as  beth  not  wroth  whh  me, 
For  truily  there  can  no  wight  you  ferve 
That  halfc  fo  loth  your  « rathe  would  deferfe. 

And  n*ere  it  that  we  ben  fo  nere  the  tent 
Of  Calchas,  whiche  that  fene  ns  bothe  maie, 

1  would  of  this  yon  tell  all  mine  ement; 
But  this  enfelid  till  anothir  daie  : 

Yeve  me  your  honde  \  I  ^m  and  (haU  be  aie, 
God  help  me  fo,  while  that  my  life  maie  diut, 
Your  owne  abovin  ev^"  crciure. 

Thus  faid  I  nere  er  now  to  woman  bome^ 
For  God  mine  herte  as  wifely  glade  fo 
I  lovid  nevir  woman  here  befomc 
As  parattiours,  ne  nevir  (hall  no  mo ; 
And  for  the  love  of  God  be  not  my  fo, 
All  can  I  not  to  you,  my  kidie  dere  I 
Complain  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lerc. 

And  wondrith  nought,  min  own^  lady  bright'. 
Though  that  I  fpeke  of  love  to  you  thus  bhfc 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many*  a  wight 
That  lovid  thing  he  nere  faw  in  his  live; 
Eke  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  ftrivc 
Ayenft  the  god  of  Love,  but  him  obaic 
I  woll  alwaie,  and  mcrcie  I  you  praie. 

Ther  beth  fo  worthy  knightis  in  this  pUce, 
And  ye  fo  faire,  that  everiche  of  'hem  all 
Woll  painin  him  to  (londin  in  your  grace ; 
But  might  to  me  fo  faire  a  grace  befall 
That  ye  me  for  your  fcrvaunt  would^  call. 
So  lowly  ne  fo  truily  you  fcrve 
N*ill  none  of  ,*hem  as  I  (hall  till  I  (lerve. 

Crcfcide  unto  that  purpofe  lite  anfwerdc, 
As  (he  that  was  vnth  ibrowe*  opprcflid  (b 
That  in  effed  (he  naught  his  talis  herde. 
But  here  and  there  now  here  a  worde  or  two; 
Her  thought  her  forowfull  herte  bruft  atwo; 
For  whan  (he  gan  her  fathir  ferre  efpie 
WcU  nigh  doync  of  hex  bor»  (he  gan  to  Ik* 


Mtr. 


TtlOILUS  AND   CIIB62IDE.. 


3fr 


But  nacMIdTe  (he  thtrnkith  Diomede 
Of  all  hi»tfuvailcand  his  ^od^  chere. 
And  that  him  lift  his  Itvndfliip  to  her  bede»  i 

And  (be  accqtfith  it-  iii  godc  matiere, 
And  woll  do  faiD  that  is  him  Ufe  and  dcre. 
And  croftm  him  (he  wnuld,  and  well  ihe  nu^iit, 
Ai  fayid  (he,  add  frftm  hcf  hors  fhe*  aK^*     * 

Herfathfa-  hath  her  in  his  armis  oome. 
And  twcntic  times  he  kift  his  doo^tir  forete. 
And  faied,  O  deri  donghtir  mine  1  welcome.     - 
She  iaied  eke  flic  wis  fain  with  him  to  mete, 
And  fiode  forth  ftiU,  mild,  muet,  and  manfoete. 
But  here  I  leve  her  with  her  fethir  direll. 
And  forthe  I  well  of  IVoHus  you  tell. 

T«  I'raic  is  come  this  wofalKTrothxl 
)n  forowe  abnrxn  dll  Ibrowet  (itverty 
With  felon  loke  and  with  face  diljpkofis, 
Tho  fodainly  doune  from  his  hors  he  ftert, 
And  throogh  his  ^Uyfe  with  a  fwolltn  hert 
To  cfaamhir  went ;  of  nothing  toke  he  hede, 
Kc  none  to  him  dare  fpeke  o  wordc  for  drcdc!. 

And  there  his  forowes  thir  he  fparid  had 
He  yave  an  iflnc  large,  and  Deth  he  tride,   - 
And  in  his  throwis  vaietike'and  mad 
He  curCth  Jove,  Apollo,  and  Cu|MJe, 
He  curfith  Bachus,  Ceres,  and  Cypridc, 
His  birthe,  himfelf,  his  fate,  and  eke  Nature, 
And  (are  hts  hdie  eviry  creture. 

To  bed  he  got h,  and  wcUith  there  and  ttmeth 
In  furie  is  doeth  Ixion  in  hell. 
And  in  this  wife  he  nigh  till  daie  (bjonmeth. 
But  tho  began  hit  hcrte  alite  unfwcU 
Throogh  tern  which  that  gonnin  op  to  wel. 
And  pitouily  he  cried  upon  Crefeide, 
And  to  himfelf  right  thus  he  fpake  and  feide ; 

Where  is  mine  ownd  ladie  Icfe  and  dere  ? 
^^Ticrc  is  her  whif!  brc(^  ?  where  is  it }  where  ? 
Where  ben  her  armis  and  her  eyin  clere 
That  yefterdaie  this  tim^  with  me  were  ? 
Kow  maie  I  wepe  alone  m;my  a  tere, 
And  gnifpe  abovt  1  mase,  but  in  this  place 
^ve  a  pilowe  I  find  naught  to  embrace. 

How  (hall  I  doen  i  whan  ihall  (he  come  again  ? 
I  n'otj-alas !  Why  let  I  her  fb  go? 
At  wouM^  God  I  had  as  tho  be  (lainl 
0  hcrte  mine,  Crefcidd  !  o  fweti  fo  I 
O  ladie  mine !  that  I  love  and  no  mo. 
To  whom  for  evirmo  Wine  hcrte  I  vowe, 
Se  how  I  die;  ye  n'ill  me  not  refcowc ! 

Who  feith  you  now,  my  xight  lod-ifterre  ? 
Who  fittith  now  or  (hint  m  your  prefence  f 
Who  can  comfortin  now  your  hcrt'is  wcrre, 
Kow  I  am  gon  whom  ye  yeve  audience  i 
Who  fpekith  for  mc  now  in  my  abfcnce  I 
Alas!  no  wight,  and  that  is  all  my  care. 
For  well  wote  I  at  ill  as  I  ye  far?. 

How  (hould  1  thus  ten  dayis  full  endure  . 
Whan  I  the  firil  night  havin  all  this  tene  ? 
And  how  (hall  ihe  eke,  forowfull  crctnre. 
For  tendimede  bow  (hall  (he  this  fudene 
Soche  wo  for  me  f  o !  pitons,  paJe,  and  grene. 
Shall  woxin  ben  her  freihe  womanly  face 
For  htngopr.er  Ihc  toume  unto  this  pUcc 
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And  what)  he  fill  in  any  flotnbriti^  . 
Anon  begin  he  ihoulde  for  to  grone. 
And  dremin  of  the  dredfiiMifl  thingis 
That  might  yben,  as  mete  ne  were  alone 
In  place  horrible,  making  aie  his  mone, 
I  Or  metin  that  he  w^  eroongis  all 
His  enemies,  and  in  their  hondis  falL 

And  therewithal!  hia  bodie  (hould^  fterte. 
And  with  the  ftarte  all  ibdainly  awake. 
And  foche  a  tremour  fele  abou^  his  herte. 
That  of  the  lere  his  bodie  ihould^  quake. 
And  therewithaM  he  (hould  a  noife  ymake. 
And  iemin  a^  though  he  (hould  fallin  depe, 
From  high  alof^,  and  than  he  would^  wcpc} 

And  rewin  on  hira(elf  fo  pitoudy 
Thai  wondir  ^-as  to  here  his  fkntaiie  ; 
Anothlr  time  he  (hould^  mightily 
Comfort  himielf,  and  fain  it  was  folie 
So  caufclelTe  foche  drede  and  wo  to  drie. 
And  eft  begin  hia  afpre  (browes  newe, 
That  every  roan  might  on  his  painis  rewe. 

Who  could  tell  all  aright,  or  full  difcrive  * 
His  wo,  his  plaint,  his  laAgour,  and  his  pine  ? 
Nat  all  the  men  that  ban  or  ben  on  live  : 
Thou,  Redir,  maieft  thy  felf  full  well  deyinc 
That  foche  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  define ; 
On  idell  for  to  writtf  it  (hould  I  fwinke 
Whan  that  my  wit  is  weric  it  to  thiske. 

Oi;  herin  yet  the  deris  werin  fene, 
Although  full  pa(c  iwoxin  was  the  moQe> 
And  whitin  began  the  horizon  (bene 
All  eftwardls,  as  it  is  wont  to  doen. 
And  P^oebufl  with  his  ro(ie  cart^  fone 
Can  aftir  that  to  drcffc  him  up  to  fare 
Whan  Troilus  hath  fcnt  aftir  Pandare. 

ThiftP4ndare,  that  of  all  the  daie  bcfome 
Ne  might  have  comin  Troilus  to  (e. 
Although  that  he  oil  his  hedde  it  had  fwome, 
For  with  the  Kiog  Priam  al  duie  was  he. 
So  th^t  it  iaie  nat  in  his  liberte 
No  whqre  to  gon,  but  on  the  morowe*  he  went 
To  Troilus,  whan  that  he  for  him  fent ; 

For  in  his  herte  he  could^  well  devine 
That  Troilus  all  night  for  forowe  woke. 
And  that  he  would^^  tell  him  of  his  pine  ; 
This  knewe  he  well  inough  withoutin  boke; 
For  which  to  chaiftbir  freight  the  way  he  toke. 
And  Troilus  tho  (bbirly  he  grette, 
And  on  the  bedde  full  fone  he  gan  him  (ette. 

My  Pandarus !  (quod  Troilus)  the  forowe 
Whiche  that  I  drie  I  maie  not  long  endure  ; 
I  trowe  1  (hall  not  Uvin  till  to  morowe ; 
For  whiche  I  would  alwaics  otf«avinture 
To  the  devifin  of  my  fepoulture 
The  forme,  and  of  my  movble  thou  difpone 
Right  as  the  femith  beft  is  for  to  docn  : 

But  of  the  fire  and  flamb^  fun^rail 
In  whiche  my  body  brennin  (ball  to  glede. 
And  of  the  fed  and  playis  Pafeftrall 
At  my  vigile  I  praie  the  take  gode  hede 
That  that  be  well,  and  ofiir  Mars  my  ftede. 
My  fwerde,  mine  helme,  and,  Icv^  brothir  dcrc  [ 
My  iheld^  to  Pallas  yeve  that  (hinith  clcre  , 
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The  poudre'  In  whidi  mine  hen  ibrend  ihkll 
Tliat  praic  I  the  thou  take,  and  it  confenre  [tarn 
In  a  Tcflell  that  men  clepttli  an  Urne,  * 

Of  golde,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  fenre,  , 
For  love  of  whom  thas  pitoufly  I  ftenre. 
So  yeve  it  her»  and  doe  me  thitpldaunce 
To  praie  her  ke«c  it  for  a  remembranjicc  f    - 

Fok-  well  I  felm  by  my  maladie. 
And  by  my  dremis  bow  and  yore  ago^ 
All  ccruialy  that  I  mota  nedit  die ; 
The  oule  eke  whichethat  hi^t  Afcalaph* 
Hath  aftir  me  fhright  all  th<3e  oightis  two : 
And  god  Merc*urie,  now  of  me  wofal  wretch 
The  fottl^  guide,  and  whan  the  lift  it  ietche* 

Pandare  anfwerid  and  faied,  Trothit, 
My  derd  frende !  aB  I  have  told  the  yore    ' 
That  it  is  folie  for  to  forowen  thus. 
And  cauf^lefle,  for  whiche  I  can  no  more,  « 

But  who  fo  well  not  trowin  rede  ne  lore 
I  can  not  fene  in  him  no  rcmedie, 
But  let  him  worchin  with  his  fimtafie. 
But^  Troilus,  f  prale  tke  tell  me  now 
If  that  thou  trowe  er  this  that  any  wight 
Hath  lovid  paramoars  as  well  u  thoa  f 
Ye,  God  wot,  and  fro  many*  a  woidue  kaaight 
Hath  his  kdie  forgon  a  fourtdaight 
And  he  nat  yet  made  halvindele  the  &re; 
What  nedeSs  the  to  makin  all  this  care  ? 

Sens  dale  by  dale  thov<intieft  thy  felvia  fit. 
That  from  his  love  or  dlis  from  his  wife 
A  man  mote  twinnin  of  neceflite, 
Yet  thoneh  he  love  her  as  hit  owni  lile. 
Yet  n'ill  he  with  himtelf  thus  makin  ftiife  $ 
For  well  thou  woO,  my  levd  brothir  dere ! 
That  alwaie  frendis  male  not  ben  ifere.  ^ 

Howdoen  this  folke  that  fene  ther  loviswedded 
By  frendis  might,  a3  it  bitidith  oft. 
And  fene  'hem  in  ther  fpouiis  bedde  ibedded  f 
God  wote  thei  take  it  wifely  falro  aod  foft ; 
For  why  ?  gode  hope  halt  up  ther  bcrte  aloft. 
And  for  thei  can  a  time  of  lorowe*  enduiv; 
As  time  *hem  hurtiili  a  time  doeth  'hem  onne* 

So  ihouldift  thou  endure,  and  Icttfa  Aide 
The  time,  and  fond^  to  ben  glad  and  li|^  ^ 
Tenne  dayis  n'is  not  fo  long  to  abide  ; 
And  ibnt  (he  to  comin  the  hath  behigrht 
She  n*tU  her  heft  brekin  for  any  wight, 
For  drede  the  nat  that  flie  n*iU  finde  a  wate 
To  come  ayen,  my  life  that  durft  I  laie. 

Thy  fweyinee  c^e,  and  a)l  foche  fantafie, 
Drive  out,*  and  let  'hem  fu>in  to  mifcbaunoe. 
For  thei  procede  of  thy  melancoUe, 
That  doeth  the  feleln  flepe  all  this  penaunce  ; 
A  ftrawe  for  all  fwcvenis  fignifiaunce ! 
Pod  heipe  me  fo !  I  coumpt  'hem  not  a  bene; 
There  wot  no  man  aright  what  dremis  mene. 

For  preftis  of  the  temple  tellin  this. 
That  dremis  ben  the  revelacions 
Of  goddis,  and  »ls  well  thei  teD  iwi« 
That  thei  ben  infemalle  illulions, 
And  Icchis  faine  that  of  compledioos 
pxKcdin  thei,  of  faft  or  glotonic : 
yfho  W9t  in  fothe  thus  vbfU  thei  ^goULc  I 
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Ekeothir  (km  thit  dtfiMigli  iu^jrUE— i, 
As  if  a  wight  hath  h£t  a  thinig  in  miade. 
That  tl^reof  comith  foche  avSont; 
And  othir  fain,  as  thei  in  bolus  Cade, 
That  afittr  timis  of  the  yere  by  kiode 
Men  dreoM,  and  that  th' efta  goth  bf  the  I 
But  leve  no  dreme,  for  it  is  nat  fio  do^ 

Well  worth  of  dremis  tie  thtfo  eld^  Wives; 
And  tniy  eke  apgnrie  of  thefis  fioulis. 
For  fere  of  which  men  wenia  lefe  ther  Uyts, 
As  ravin's  qnaloa,  or  fefariching  of  thefe  oaKi^ 
Totfwwiii  on  it  bothi  falfe  and  £9ule  is : 
Aks!  aba !  that  fe  noble'  a  cteture 
As  is  a  man  (hould  dredia  fioche  ordara ! 

For  whiche  with  all  mine  bert  I  the  befcchc 
Unto  thy  felf  that  all  Chb  thou  fbrycve; 
And  rife  now  ap,  withoutia  aaori  fpeche. 
And  let  qa  caft  how  fbtth  maie  beft  he  drive 
The' time,  and  eke  how  frefhly  we  maie  liva 
Whai\  (he  coaiith,  the  which  &^11  be  right  Some ; 
God  helpe  me  fo  the  beft  it  thus  to  doen« 

Rife,let  us  fbdie  of  luftie  life  ia  Troie 
That  w<  have  lad,  aad  Carth  the  timi  drive, 
And  eke  of  Am£  comktg  as  rcfote. 
That  bringin  4ndl  our  alifl^  now  fa  hitve. 
And  Unffonr  of  thefe  twifd  dayis  fi#e 
We  fhaU  thenvith  ib  fioryct  or  o^reft 
That  well  unneth  it  doen  fhall  us  darcffik 

Thiatoune  ia  full  of  lordisatiabaqt. 
And  truis  laftith  all  this  aene  ^rhih ;        - 
Go  we  pkyia  us  in  Tome  luftie  root. 
To  SarpedoR,  aot  hennis  but  a  mik, 
And  th^  thou  (halt  the  ttm^  weUbegtle, 
And  drive  it  fotth  unto  that  bliftftiU  morowa 
That  thou  her  fe  that  caufe  n  of  thy  fbrowe. 

Now  rife,  vaf  dcrd  brothir  Troilna  & 
For  oertis  it  non  heaoar  is  to  Uie 
To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bedde  to  roukia  that. 
For  truily  of  0  thing  truft  to  me, 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  daie,  or  two^  or  tfare. 
The  folkc  wol  vre&e  that  thoa  for  eowanfife 
The  fainift  iidfc,  aad  that  thoa  darft  not  rife. 

This  Troikis  anfWcrde,  O  brdthir  dere  I 
This  knowin  folks  that  have  ifafirid  paia. 
That  though  he  wepe  and  make  forowfuU  chere 
That  felith  harme  and  fmerte  in  every  vaia 
No  wondir  is ;  and  though  I  evir  plam 
Or  alwaie  wepe  I  am  noduag  to  blame. 
Sens  I  have  loft  the  caafe  of  al  my  gaaie* 

But  fithins  of  fine  force  I  mote  ari£t 
I  fhal  arife  as  foae  as  cr  I  mate. 
And  Qod,  to  whom  iniae  herte  1  facrifio^ 
So  fcnde  us  haftily  the  tenaith  daie,  -. 
For  vras  there  nevir  foule  fo  £uDe  of  Miia 
As  1  fhall  bcB  whan  fhe  ooaaith  ia  Troic 
That  caufe  is  of  my  toarment  and  my  joit. 

But  whidir  is  thy  rede,  <^od  TrcnlasX 
That  we  male  pUie  as  beft  in  a^l  this  toon  ? 
By  God  my  counfaile  is  (quod  Paadaras) 
To  ride  and  plaic  as  witli  King  Sarpedoaa. 
So  bag  of  this  thei  fpekin  up  aad  doua 
Till  Troilus  gaa  at  the  M  aieot 
To  rife,  and  forth  toSarpedoa  thei  wqitf 


This  Sarpdion,  «•  tie  th*t  hofiovrMe 
Was  all  hit  live,  and  fitU  o£  hte  (frawefiie. 
With  all  that  migkt  ii«rvid  boo  on  table 
That  dciDU  wai^  all  cofte  it  grete  rkhcfle. 
He  feddc  licm  dale  by  daie,  that  ioebe  oobkfTtfy 
As  faiden  bothe  the  mo(U  aod  eke  the  left. 
Was  aerf  er  that  daie  wiA^at  ^oy  fell : 

Nor  in  this  woclde  there  is  none  inftrumcst 
DelidiNitabroQgh  tvinde  or  touch  on  tionk» 
As  ferre  as  any  wight  hath  cr  iwent,     < 
That  toogd  tdl  or  bert^  maie  recorde 
But  at  that  left  it  was  well  herd  acorde, 
Ne*  of  ladies  eke  fo  £bire  a  companie 
Or  davne^  er  tho^as  nerer  fene  vnth  eye. 

B«t  what  availith  this  to  Troiliis» 
That  for  his  forowe  nothing  of  it  ronghty 
Bot  evir  in  one  his  hert^  pitous 
PuU  bqiily  Crefeide  his  ladie  ibught  ? 
On  her  was  evir  all  that  his  herte  thought^ 
Now  this  now  that  (b  h£L  iraigioing 
That  gladin  iwis  can  him  no  jefting* 

Theie  lAdies  tke  that  at  this  feft^  bcne^ 
Sens  that  he  iawe  his  Udie  was  awaie. 
It  waahisforowe  on  *hemfor  to  fene. 
Or  for  to  here  on  hifimmestis  plaie; 
For  flie  that  of  his  hert  berith  the  kdie 
Was  abfenr,  lo !  this  was  his  fantafie. 
That  no  wight  ihfrtildd  makin  mekdie : 

N«w  there  n*as  honr  in  all  the  daie  or  night, 
Whan  he  was  there  as  no  man  might  him  hqre. 
That  he  ne  faied,  O  lovefome  bdie  bright ! 
How  have  ye  £urift  fins  that  ye  were  there  I 
Welcome  iwis,  mine  ownd-ladie  dere ! 
Bnt  welawaie  1  all  this  n'as  but  a  maie; 
Fortune  hb  hnr^  entendid  but  to  gbfe. 

The  lettirs  eke  that  ihe  of  old^  time 
Had  him  ilent  he  would  alone  ireie 
Ad  hwidrid  fithe  atwixtin  none  and  prime, 
Refigunng  her  ihape  and  womaahede 
Within  his  hert,  and  every  worde  and  dede 
That  paflid  was;  and  thus  he  drove  to'  an  ende 
The  ferthe  day,  and  thennis  woMe  he  wende ; 

And  latd^,  Leve  brothir  Pindams ! 
lotendift  thou  that  we  ihall  here  byleve 
Til  Sarpedon  wol  forth  coaveyin  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  fairir  that  we  toke  oar  leve ; 
For  Godd'is  Ipve  let  us' now  fone  at  eve 
Our  levi  take,  and  homwarde  kt  us  toarae. 
For  trewsly  I  n*il  nat  thus  (bjoume.  , 

Pandare  anfwerid.  Be  we  comin  hither 
To  fctchin  fire  and  rtnnin  home  again  ? 
God  belpe  me  fo  I  can  nat  tellin  whither 
We  mightia  gone,  if  I  fliall  ibthly  iaine^ 
There  any  wight  is  of  us  more  faine 
Than  Saq^cdon;  aod  if  we  hennis  hie 
Thus  fedaialy  I  haUe  it  vilanie ; 

.6ith  that  wiB  kydin  we  woaldin  bykve    - 
With  him  a  Weke,  and  now  thus  (bdainly 
The  ferth#  day  to  take  of  him  our  leve. 
He  wottldd  wopdria  on  it  ttewefy : 
Let  u^  holde  forth  onr  pwrpbfe  fermHy, 
Aod  ftns  that  ye  behightia  him  to*  abide 
Holda  fii^atdc  bow,  a^afick  kt  iindct. 
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This  Pandaras  with  mochii  piiie  iiid  Wo 
Made  him  todwe);  and  at  the  wek*is  ende 
Of  Sarpedon  thei  toke  ther  leve  to  go, 
And  pD  ther  way  they  fpedia  hem  to  wet)de«> 
(Quod  ^Troilus)  Now,  Lorde,  me  gracd  feoda 
That  I  maie  fiaidin  at  mitac  home-comming 
CreSeide  comin,  and  ther#iih  gan  he  ling. 

Ye  halif  wodd  thought  ywis  PandarCi 
Aadio  him  fcUe  ful  foftily  he  icide, 
God#vote  reJroidin  may  this  hotti  fare 
£r  Calcasfeodd  Troihis  Crefeide  t 
But  nethckfle  he  japid  thusy  and  £eide^ 
And  fwort  iwis,  his  hen  him  Wei  behlghc 
She  wcmldin  come  as  ibne  as  er  (he  might. 

Whan  thei  unto  the  paleis  were  iconeil 
Of  Troilus  thei  doun  df  horfe  alight. 
And  to  the  chambi^  ther  waic  have  thei  nommcB, 
And  unto  tim^  that  it  gan  to  night 
Thei  fpdtin  of  Crefeide  the  lady  bright^ 
And  aftir  this,  whan  that  'htm  bothe  XtSoi^ 
Thd  fpede  'hem  fro  the  fnppir  umo  refU 

On  morow'  as  (one  as  day  began  to  ckra 
This  Troilus  gan  of  his  ikpe  to'  abretde. 
And  to  Pandarus  his  owne  brothir  dere» 
For  love  of  Ood,  ful  pitoufly  he  feide, 
As  go  we  fene  the  paleis  of  Crefeide, 
For  fens  We  jet  maie  have  none  othir  ieSt 
So  kt  as  ien«  her  pakis  at  the  leftf 

And  therwithal  hit  meind  for  to  bknda 
A  cauie  he  fonde  into  the  toun  to  go. 
And  to  C^eid'is  paleis  they  gone  wende; 
-But  Lorde !  this  fely  Troilus  was  wo. 
Him  thought  hisforouful  hert  braft  atwo. 
For  whtn  he  faw  her  doris  fperrid  all 
Wei  nigh  for  forow*  adonn  he  gan  to  falL 

Therwith  when  he  was  ware,  and  gan  behold 
How  ihet  was  evtry  window  of  the  place. 
As  froil  him  thought  his  liert  began  to  cold,    .' 
For  whiche  with  channgid  dedly  pale  £ice 
Withoutin  worde  he  forth  by  gan  to  pace^ 
And  as  God  would  he  gan  fb  M  to  ride 
That  no  wight  of  his  countinaunce.  afpide. 

Than  (aide  he  thus ;  O  paleis  defolate  1 
O  hottfe  of  houfis  whilom  befl  ydight ! 
O  paleis  empty  and  difconfolate ! 
O  thou  lanterae,  of  which  queint  is  the  light  I,  < 
O  paleis  whilom  day,  that  now  art  night  1 
Wei  oaghtift  thou  io  £U  and  I  to  die 
Sens  ihe  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gie« ' 

O  paleis  whilom  croune  othonfis  al ! 
Enluminid  with  funne  of  alk  blifTe, 
O  ring,  of  whiche  the  rabk  is  out  fall ! 
O  caufe  of  Wo  that  canfie  haft  ben  of  blifle! 
Yet  fens  I  may  no  bet  faiae  would  I  kifCc 
Thy  cold^  doHs,  duril  I  ficur  this  routC ; 
And  farwel  fhrine  of  Whicne  the  faint  ii  oot !    . 

Therwith  he  caft  on  Pandarus  his  cie 
With  'Chaungid  face,  and  pitous  to  beholde. 
And  whan  he  might  hb  time  aright  afpii        '' 
Aie  as  he  rode  to  Pandarus  he  toGje 
His  newe  fotow,  and  eke  his  joyis  olde. 
So  pitoufly,  and  vrith  fb  ded  an  hewe^ 
That  every  wight  might  on  his  forow  rewt^ 
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Fro  thnmis  forth  he  ridith  up  wad  doune. 
And  every  thinf  came  him  to  rememiM'avace 
Ashe  rode  forth  by  placit  of  the  toune 
In  whiche  he  whilom  had  all  his  plefauace; 
l^o  I  yondir  faw  I  mine  owne  lady  daimce, 
And  m  t^at  temple  with  her  eyin  cicre     ^ 
Me  captjre  caught  6rft  my  right  lady  dere  : 

And  yoodir  have  I  hctde  ful  lufUIy  '' 

My  dere  hert.Crcfeide  laogh,  and  yoodir  pkle' 
Sawc  I  her  onls  eke  ful  blisfiilly,  • 

And  yondir  onis  to  me  gan  (he  faie, 
llow,  gode  fwete  t  lovith  me  wel  I  you  prmye( 
And  yonde  fo  godcly  gan  Ihe  mc  beholde 
That  to  the  deth  mine  hert  is  to  her  holde  : 

And  at  the  coroir  in  the  yondir  hoofe 
Herde  I  mine  aldirlevift  lady  dere 
-'So  womanly  with  voice  melodioufe 
Singin  fo  wel,  fo  godely  and  fo  clcre. 
That  in  my  foule  yet  mc  thinkith  1  here 
The-bHsful  fowne,  and  in  that  yondir  place 
My  lady  firft  me  toke  unto  her  grace. 

Than  thought  he  thus,  O  blisfull  Lorde  Cupide ! 
Whan  I  ihe  proccffc  have  in  mcmoric 
How  thou  me  haft  weried  on  every  fide 
Men  might  a  boke  make  of  it  like  a  ftorie$ 
What  nede  is  the  to  feke  on  roe  vidorie 
Sens  I  &m  thine  and  wholly  at  thy  lyill  ^ 
What  joy  haft  thou  thine  own^  folke  to  Ipill  t 

Wel  haft  thou,  Lorde,  iwrokc  on  me  thine  ircj 
Thou  mighty  God,  and  dredful  for  to  greve ; 
Kow  mercy,  Lorde !  thou  woft  wel  1  dcfirc 
Thy  grace  mofte  of  alle  luftis  leve, 
Anduve  and. die  I  wol  in  thy  beleve, 
Vor  whiche  I  ne*  aike  in  guerdon  but  a  bone, 
That  thou  Crefeide  aien  me  fendd  foifiB. 
I  '  Diftrainin  her  hert  as  faft  to  returne 
As  thou  doeft  mine  to  longin  her  to  fe, 
Than  wote  1  wel  that  (he  n*il  nat  fojoume  : 
Now  blisful  Lorde !  fo  cruil  thou  ne  be 
Unto  the  Mode  of  Troic,  I  prai^  the. 
As  Juno  was  unto  the  blode  Thebane, 
For  whiche  the  folke  of  Thebis  caught  ther  bane. 

And  aftir  this  he  to  the  yatis  wcote 
Ther  as  Crefeide  out  rode  a  fiill  gode  paas. 
And  up  and  doun  there  made  he  many'  a  wente, 
Alid  to  him  felfe  ful  oft  he  faid,  Alas! 
Fro  hcnnis  rode  my  hUffe  and  my  fobs  ; 
As  would^  blisful  God  now  for  his  joie 
1  might  her  fcne  ayen  comin  ,to  Troie ! 

And  to  the  yondir  hil  I  gan  her  gide, 
Alas  I  and  there  I  toke  of  her  my  leve. 
And  yonde  I  faw  her  to  her  fathir  ride, 
For  lorow  of  whiche  mine  hert  (hal  to  cleiR| 
And  hithir  hotne  I  came  whan  it  was  eve. 
And  here  I  dwel,  out  caft  from  alle  jote. 
Add  (hal,  til  I  male  fene  her  efte  in  Troie. 

And  of  him  feUe  imaginid  he  ohe 
To  ben  defaitid,  pale, and  woxinleflTe 
Than  he  was  wonte,  and  that  men  &idin  fofte 
What  may  it  be  ?  who  can  thefothe  gefle 
Why  TcoUus  hath  al  this  hevinefle  ? 
And  al  this  n'as  but  his  lAelancolie, 
That  he  had  of  him  idfc  fuchc  £uitiiie« 


AnotMrVfane  imaginin  He  ^t^M 
That  cvdry  viigfat  that  wevu  by  the.wey 
Had  of  him  roftthe,  and  that  Uiei  (aia^  fhouAd 
I  am  right  fory  I'rotlus  wol  dey  s 
And'  thus  he  s-ofvc  a  daie  fet  forth  or  twey, 
As  ye.  have  hcrde  s  fuche  life  gan  he  to  Icde 
As  he  that  (kodv  betwixin  hope  and  drcde : 

F&x  which  him  Ukid  in  hit  (bngis  (bcwe 
Th*  c^cheloQ  of  his  wo  as  he  beft  migitt. 
And  made  a  fonge  of  wordia  but  a  fowc, 
Somwhat  his  wc^ull  hert^  for  to  light. 
And  whan  he  was  from  every  mann'ts  iigfat 
With  foftt  voice  he  of  his  lady  dere. 
That  ablent  vras  gan  ling  as  ye  maie  here : 

0  fterre !  of  which  1  loft  have  all  the  light, 
With  hert^  fore  wtl  ought  1  to  bevraik 
That  evir  derke  in  turment,  night  by  oigktf 
Towarde  my  deth  with  wmde  I  ftere  and  (aik, 
For  whiche  the  tennith  night  if  that  1  f4ik 
The  giding  of  thy  bemis  bright  an  hoore 
My  fliip  and  me  Carybdis  woll  devoarr. 

Thisfongd  when  he  thus  ibngin  had  (one 
He  fil  aien  into  hit  fighis  olde. 
And  every  night,  as  Wat  hit  wont  to  doiic« 
He  ftod^  the  bright  mon^  to  beholde. 
And  al  his  forowe  he  to  the  mone  tolde. 
And  faid,  I  wis  whan  thou  art  homid  i 
1  (hal  be  glad  if  al  the  world  be  trewc. 

1  (aw  diine  homis  olde  eke  by  that  ■ 
Whan  hcnnis  rode  my  bright  lady  dere, 
I'hat  caufe  is  of  my  turment  and  my  iiirov, 
For  whiche,  o  bright  Lucina  the  clere ! 
For  love  of  God  ren  faft  about  thy  fphere, 
For  whan  thint  homis  newe  gtnnin  to  (pring 
Than  (hal  (he  come  that  maic  my  hH&t  yhrsng^ 

The  daie  is  more  and  Icngir  every  tiight 
Than  thci  ben  wont  to  be,  tfaim  thought^  tho, 
And  that  the  funn6  went  hit  courfe  unright 
By  lengir  waie  than  it  was  wonte  to  go, 
And  fud,  Iwis  1  drede  me  cvirmo 
The  fnnn*it  fonne  Phaeton  be  on  live^ 
And  that  hit  (athir's  carre  gmiffe  he  drivt. 

Upon  the  waDis  faft  eke  wonld  he  walkc^* 
And  on  the  Grekis  hoft  he  would  yie, 
And  to  him  felfie  right  thus  he  would  ytalke  | 
Lo  !  yondir  is  mine  owne  lady  fire, 
Or  ellis  yondir  there  the  tentis  be. 
And  thence  comith  this  ayre  that  is  fe  (ore, 
That  in  my  foule  I  fele  it  doth  me  bote. 

And  hardily  thit  winde  that  more  and  mote 
Thus  ftound^mele  encrefith  in  my  £we 
Is  of  my  ladies  dep^  fighis  fore ; 
I  preve  it  thus,  for  in  none  othir  (pnee 
Of  al  this  toun,  fdvc  onely  in  this  place, 
Fele  1  no  winde  that  (minith  lb  like  paine^ 
It  faith  Alas !  why  twinid  be  we  twaine  f 

Thb  longd  time  he  drivtth  forth  right  thil^ 
Til  fuUy'piJTid  was  the  ntnthC'  naghtf 
And  aie  bcftde  him  was  thit  Pauhont^ 
That  belily  did  aiU  his  full  ini|^ 
Him  to  comfort  and  make  his  herte  lights 
Ycving  htm  hope  alway  the  teothd  moro«r 
That  (be  flud  coawa  aad  ftiaiis  nft  hdStmm* 
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upon  tiat  othir  fide  eke  was  Crefeide 
With  women^ewe  among  the  Grekis  ftrong. 
For  whiche  ful  oft  a  day  Alas !  fl&e  feide, 
That  1  was  borne  I  wel  maie  mine  hert^  long 
Aftir  my  deth,  for  now  live  I  to  long ; 
Alas !  and  I  nc  may  it  not  amende, 
For  now  is  worfe  than  erir  yet  I  wende. 
'  My  &ther  n'il  for  nothing  do  me  grace 
To  gone  ayenfor  aught  I  can  him  queme. 
And  if  fo  be  that  I  my  term^  pace 
My  Troilnt,  alas  I  ihal  in  his  hcrt  deme 
That  I  am  falfe,  and  fo  it  maie  wcl  feme  ; 
Thus  ihal  I  have  unthonke  on  every  fide : 
That  I  was  borne  {6  welaway  the  tide ! 

'And  if  that  1  me  put  in  jeopardie 
To  ftele  awaie  by  night,  and  it  befal 
That  I  be  caught  1  ihsd  be  holde  a  fpie. 
Or  ellis,  lo  1  this  drede  I  mofl  of  al. 
If  in  the  hondis  of  fome  wretche  I  h\     ' 
I  n*am  but  loil,  al  be  mine  hertd  trewe : 
Now  mighty  God  thou  on  my  forow  rewe ! 

Ful  pale  iwoxin  was  her  bright^  face. 
Her  limmis  lene,  as  (he  that  al  the  daie 
6t*de  whan  (he  durft,  and  lokid  on  the  place 
There  (he  was  borne,  and  (he  had  dwellid  aye; 
And  al  the  night  weping,  alas !  (he  laie ; 
And  thtts  difpcirid  out  of  all^  cure 
She  lad  her  Ufe  this  foroufuU  creture. 

Ful  oft  a  daie  (he  (ighcd  eke  for  diftrcfle. 
And  in  her  iclfe  (he  went  aic  purtraying 
Of  Troilus  the  grct^  worthinefie. 
And  al  his  godcly  wordis  recording 
Sens  firft  that  daie  her  love  began  to  fpong; 
And  thus  (he  fette  her  wofuU  hert  afire 
Through  remembraunce  of  that  (he  gan  defire. 

Id  aU  this  world  there  n'is  fo  cruil  hert 
That  her  had  herd  complainin  in  her  forow 
That  n*old  have  wepin  for  her  painis  fmert ; 
So  tendirly  file  wept  both  eve  and  morow 
Her  ncdid  not  no  teres  for  to  borow ; 
And  this  was  yet  the  worft  of  all  her  paine, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  (he  durft  complaine. 

Ful  rewfuUy  (ke  lokid  upon  Troie, 
Behelde  the  touris  high  and  eke  the  hallis; 
Alas  !  (quod  (he)  the  plelaunce  and  the  joie. 
The  whiche  that  now  al  turned  into  gal  is, 
Have  1  had  oftin  within  yondir  wallis ! 
O  Troilus !  what  doeft  thou  now  ?  (he  feide ; 
l^rd,  wbethir  thou  yet  think  upon  Crefeide ! 

Alsks !  that  I  nc*  had  trowed  on  your  lote, 
And  went  with  you,  as  ye  me  xedde  er  this. 
Than  had  1  now  not  fighid  halfe  fo  fore : 
Who  might  have  &id  that  I  had  don  amis 
To  (lele  awaie  with  fuche  one  as  he  is  ? 
But  al  to  late  comith  the  le«ftuarie 
Whan  men  the  corfe  unto  the  gnivd  carie* 

To  late  is  now  to  fpeke  of  that  matei«  s 
Prudence,  alas !  one  of  thine  eyin  thre 
Me  lackid  alway  er  that  I  came  here, 
For  on  time  pafiid  wel  remembrid  me, 
And  prefent  time  eke  could  I  wel  yfe. 
But  future  time,  er  I  was  in  the  (hare, 
#oiiki  J  not  fcne^  thatoiufith  nov  my  care* 
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fiut  nath^lelTe,  betide  what  may'betide* 
I  (hat  to  morow'  at  night,  by  eft  or  wfeft^ 
Out  of  this  hofte  ftelc  on  feme  manir  fide, 
Ajid  gon  with  Troilus  where  as  him  left; 
This  purpofe  wol  I  holde,  and  this  isbeft  $ 
No  force  of  wickid  tongis  jonglerie. 
For  er  on  love  have  wrcCchis  had  envie  : 

For  who  fo  wol  of  every  worde  take  hede^ 
Or  ruKn  him  by  every  wight'is  wit, 
Ne  Ihal  he  ncvir  thrivin  out  of  drede. 
For  that  that  fome  men  blamin  ever  yet 
Lo  othir  manir  folke  commendin  it ; 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  fuche  variaunce 
Felicite  clepe  I  my  fuffifaunce. 

For  whiche,  withoutin  any  wordis  mo. 
To  Troie  I  wol,  as  for  condufioun. 
But  &od  it  wote  er  fully  monthis  twa 
She  was  ful  ferre  fro  that  enteficioun. 
For  bothd  Troilus  and  Troi    toun 
Shall  knot^le(re  throughout  her  hert^  ilide^ 
For  (he  wol  uke  a  purpofe  for  to*  abide. 

This  Diomede  of  whom  I  you  tel  gan, 
^roth  now  within  himfelfe  aie  arguing. 
With  al  the  fleight  and  al  that  er  he  can. 
How  he  maie  beft  with  (hortift  urying 
Into  his  nette  Crefeid*is  hert'  bring; 
To  this  entente  he  couth^  nevsr  fine ; 
To  fiihin  her  he  laide  out  hoke  and  line. 

But  nathele(re  wel  in  his  hert  he  tfaougbtt 
That  (he  n*as  nat  without  a  love  in  Troie, 
For  nevir  fithin  he  her  thennis  brought 
Ne  couthe  he  fene  her  laugh  or  makin  joie; 
He  n'ift  how  beft  her  hert  for  to  acoie. 
But  for  t*  aficy  he  faid  nought  it  ne  grcveth^ 
For  Hf  that  naught  ajayitb  naught  aUhtveth, 

Yet  faid  he  to  him  felfe  upon  a  night. 
Now  am  I  nat  a  fole  that  wote  wel  howe 
Her  woe  is  for  love  of  anothir  wight 
And  herupon  to  gon  a(£iie  her  nowe  ? 
I  maie  well  wete  it  n*il  nat  ben  my  prowe* 
For  wife  folke  in  bokis  it  exprefie, 
Mjmjhid  not  ttwtr<  a  vfight  in  be^neffe. 

But  who  fo  might  y  winnin  fuche  a  flonre 
Fro  him  for  whom  (he  mournith  night  and  dale 
He  might  wcl  fainc  he  were  a  conquoronre ; 
And  right  anone,  as  he  that  bold  was  aie. 
Thought  in  his  hert,  happin  what  happin  nuy, 
Al  (hould  1  die  1  wol  her  herte  feche, 
I  flul  no  more  le(in  but  my  fpeche. 

This  Diomede,  as  bokis  us  declare. 
Was  in  his  nedis  preft  and  corageous. 
With  fteme  voice,  and  mighty  linmiis  fqmre. 
Hardy  and  teftife,  ftrong  and  chevalrous. 
Of  dedis  like  his  fathir  Tydens; 
Ai^d  fome  men  (aine  he  was  of  tongi  ItrgCt 
And  heire  he  was  of  Caledon  and  Arge. 

Crefeidt^  mene  ywas  of  her  (Uture, 
Therto  of  fiiape,  of  face,  and  eke  of  chere. 
There  ne  mi^tin  ben  nofairir  creture; 
And  oftin  timisthis  was  her  manere 
To  gone  itrelfid  with  her  heris  dere 
Doun  by  her  colere,  at  her  backe  behinde. 
Which  wilh  a  thrcde  of  gold  (he  would  binde* 
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An(l  (ate  her  bowls  jo7tie4iin  iferef 
There  n'at  no  hcke  id  aught  I  can  efpien ; 
But  for  to  Qiekin  of  her  cyin  clere, 
X.O !  truiiy  tKei  writtia  that  her  feien 
That  paradis  ftode  formed  in  her  eien« 
And  with  her  richd  beauty  eTirmore 
Strove  k)Ve  in  her  aie  which  of  *hem  wm  more. 

She  fdbre  wai,  fimple,  and  ifiHL  wkhall. 
The  beft  inoriihid  eke  that  might  be, 
And  godely  of  her  fpeche  in  generally 
Charitable,  efiately,  lufty^  and  fre, 
Ne  nevirmore  oe  lac{(id  her  pite, 
Tendreherttd,  and  Aiding  ofcoiage, 
Bot  truiiy  I  can  nat  tel  her  age. 

And  Troilus  wel  wozin  was  in  hight, 
And  complete,  formid  by  proporciouil 
80  wel,  that  Kinde  it  naught  amendin  might, 
Yong,  freih,  and  fbY>ng,*  and  hardy  as  lioun. 
And  trewe  as  ftele  in  eche  condiciouo^ 
One  of  the  beft  cntetchid  creature 
That  is  or  ihal  while  that  the  wol-ld  taiaie  dure« 

And  certainly  in  ftory  it  is  fonde 
That  Troilus  was  nerir  to  no  wight# 
As  in  his  time,  in  no  d6gre  feconde 
In  daring  do  that  longith  to  a  knight ; 
Al  might  a  giaont  paffin  him  of  might 
His  hert  aie  with  the  fird  and  with  the  beft 
Stode  peregall  to  dare  done  what  him  left. 

Bat  for  to  tellin  forthe  of  Dtomede 
It  fil,  that  aftir  on  th^tennith  daie 
Sens  that  Crefeide  out  of  the  cite  ycde 
Thi^  Dtomede,  as  freih  as  braunche  in  Maie^ 
Came  to  the  tentui  there  as  Calchas  laie, 
And  fainid  him  with  Calchas  have  to  donci 
But  what  he  mente  I  (hal  you  tellin  Tone. 

Crefeid^,  at  (horte  wordb  for  to  tel,    ' 
Welcotnid  him,  and  doin  him  by  her  ftittf 
And  he  was  ethe  inough  to  raaUn  dwel ; 
•    And  aftir  this,  withoutin  long^  Ictte, 

The  (pids  and  the  wine  men  forth  'hem  fecte, 
^  And  forthe  thei  fpeke  of  this  and  that  ifere. 
As  frendis  done,  of  whtche  Ibme  (hall  ye  here. 

He  gan  firil  fallin  of  the  warre  in  fpeche 
Betwixin  them  and  the  fc^ke  c»f  Troie  toun. 
And  of  th*  affiege  he  gan  eke  her  befeche 
To  tellin  him  what  was  |ier  opinioun ; 
Fro  that  demaunde  he  fo  difcendith  donn 
To  aOdn  her  if  that  her  (h^ungd  thought 
^  The  Grekis  gife  and  werkis  that  thei  wrou^^ 

And  why  her  fathir  taryith  (b  long 
To  weddin  her  unto  fome  worthy  wight  ? 
Cce£nd^,  that  was  in  her  painis  (Irong 
For  love  of  Troilus  her  ownd  knight, 
So  ferforth  as  (he  conning  had  or  might 
Anfwerde  htm  tho,  but  as  of  his  entente 
It  femid  that  (he  ne  wi(i  what  he  mente. 

But  nath^iTe  this  ilk^  Diomede 
Gan  00  him  (eUe  alTure,  and  thus  he  feidc ; 
If  I  aright  have  taken  oa  you  hede 
Me  thinkith  thus  o  lady  mine  Crefeide ! 
That  fens  I  firft  hond  on  your  bridil  leide. 
When  I  out  came  of  Troid  by  the  morow, 
^e  might  I  nevir  Xene  jpu  but  in  (orow. 
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I  can  nat  (aib  whftt  oteie  the  caol^  lie. 
But  if  for  love  of  fome  Trojan  it  were. 
The  whiche  right  fore  wouldin  athinkin  me. 
That  ye  for  any  wight  that  dweiiith  there 
Shulden  yfpil  a  qnartir  of  a  tere. 
Or  pitoully  your  felvin  fo  begile^ 
For  dredeleile  it  is  nat  worthe  the  while. 

The  folke  oi  Troie,  as  who  faith  al  and  fome, 
In  prifop  ben,  as  you  your  felvin  £c. 
Fro  thennis  fhal  nat  one  on  live  come 
For  al  the  goVle  atwixin  funneand  fe; 
Truftich  wel  this,  and  ondirlbMidith  me. 
There  flial  nat  one  to  mercy  gone  on  live, 
Al  were  he  lord  oi  worldis  twifi  five. 

Such  wrech  on  them  for  fetching  of  Heldatf 
There  (hal  be  take,  er  that  we  henois  weade. 
That  Manes,  whiche  that  goddts  ben  <d  V^xoci 
Shal  ben  agad  that  Grekis  wol  'hem  iheode; 
And  men  £bal  drede  unto  the  world'is  ende 
From  hennis  forthe  to  raviihe  any  qoene. 
So  cmil  (hal  our  wreche  on  them  be  (ene* 

And  but  if  Calchas  led  us  with  am^es^ 
That  is  to  (aine,  with  double  wordis  (1^ 
Suche  as  men  depen  a  word  with  two  vUages,' 
Ye  (hal  wel  knowin  ithat  I  do  nat  lie. 
And  al  this  thing  right  (ene  it  ^th  your  eic. 
And  that  anon,  ye  n'il  nat  trowe  hew  (one; 
Now  takith  hede,  for  it  is  for  to  done. 

What !  wenin  ye  that  your  wife  fsthir  moM 
Have  yevin  Antenor  for  yon  ason 
If  he  ne  wiftd  that  the  cite  (hoald 
t)iftroyid  bea  ?  Why,  nay  :  (b  mote  I  ^one 
He  knevifttl  wel  there  flial  nat  (capin  ooe 
That  Trojan  is,  and  for  the  gretd  fere 
He  durft  nat  that  ye  dwellid lengir  there. 

What  wol  ye  more,  o  lovefome  lady  dere ! 
Let  Troie  and  Trojans  fro  your  hertd  paffie  \ 
Drive  out  the  bittir  hope,  and  make  gode  ciKCti 
And  clepe  ayen  the  beaute  of  your  fs^e^ 
That  ye  with  faltd  tens  fo  deface. 
For  Troie  i5  brought  in  (iiche  a  jeopardie 
That  it  to  lave  is  now  no  remedie.' 

And  thinkith  wd  ye  (hal  in  Grekta  findft 
A  love  more  parfite,  er  that  it  be  night. 
Than  aay  Trojan  is,  and  mori  kinde^ 
And  bet  to  fervid  yon  wol  don  his  might ; 
And  if  that  ye  voochiafe,  my  lady  br^ht ! 
I  wol  ben  he  to  finrvin  yon  my  felvc. 
Ye,  levir  than  be  lorde  of  Greets  twelve. 

And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  wazio  red^ 
And  in  his  fpeche  a  liiil  while  he  qttoke^ 
And  cafb  afide  a  litil  with  hit  hed, 
And  (linte  a  while,  and  aftirwarde  he  wake^ 
^d  fobrely  on  her  he  threwe  hb  lake, 
And  faid,  I  am,  al  be'  it  to  you  no  joie. 
As  gentle^  a  man  as  any  wight  in  Troie : 

For  if  my  fathir  Tydeus,  he  leide, 
IHvid  had,  tho  I  had  ben  er  this 
Of  Calidony*  and  Arge  a  king,  Cre(eid^  * 
And  fo  hope  I  that  I  (hal  yet  iwis. 
But  he  viras  (laine,  alas !  the  more  harm  a^ 
Unhappily  at  Thebis  al  to  rathe, 
Poljiuces  and  many'  a  man  to  jcathc. 
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But,  hert^  mide !  fitlie  that  I  tm  jonr  many 
Aod  ye  ben  the  firft  of  whom  I  feche  graoe^ 
To  ferf  in  you  m  heitdy  as  I  can, 
Aod  eririhAl  wluk  I  to  Utt  htTe  fpace. 
So  that  cr  I  (kpart  out  of  this  place 
Ye  wol  me  graantin  that  I  may  to  moraw 
A^  bcttir  la^  tell  yotf  of  my  ibrow. 

What  (hoald  I  tell  his  wordii  that  he  faide?  . 
He  fpakc  inoagh  for  o  daie  at  the  meil ; 
It  previth  md  he  fpake  fo  that  Creieide 
Grauntid  on  the  morow  at  his  reqaeft 
Forthy  to  fpektn  with  him  at  the  lefte. 
So  that  he  n*t»lde  fpekin  of  fnche  matere, 
And  thus  flie  to  him  faid,  as  ye  mewe  here. 

As  ibe  (hat  had  her  hert  on  Troilas 
So  hfk  yfet  that  none  might  it  aracc« 
Aod  ftnttogely  flie  %ake»  and  feide  thos : 
i)  Dionaede!  I  loTe  thatiike  place 
There  I  was  borne,  aad  J<ms  of  thy  grace 
Belivre*  it  tee  ofal  that  doth  it  care:  ~ 
Ood  for  thy  aught  ie  leva  it  Wei  to  fare! 

That  Grelds  woldther  wrath  en  Troy^  wreke^ 
If  thattbei  might,.lkiiowxt  wdiwa; 
Bat  it  Am]  naa^  befattiDaa  ye  fpeke. 
And  Ood  tofome;  and  ^rthir  ovir  this 
1  wote^  my  bakit  wife  aod  oedy  is| 
And  that  ha  me  bach  bought,  as  ye  rae  toldei 
So  deee  I  am  to  him  the  more  yholde. 
That  Ofldus  ben  of  high  oondicioan 
I  wote  eke  wdil,  bat  oertaiiie  mea  fliall  finds 
As  worthy  folki  within  Troid  tonn. 
As  conming,  as  parfite,  and  eke  as  kinde. 
At  ben  betwixin  Oreades  and  lade; 
And  that  yercenldin  wel  your  lady  {trfe 
I  trowe  eke  wel,  her  thonke  for  to  delenre* 

But  aato  Ipeke  of  lore,  iwis,  ibe  feide, 
I  had  a  lorde  to  whom  I  weddid  was, 
The  whole  mine  hert  was  al  til  that  be  deide. 
And  othir  fove,  as  helpe  me  itow  Pallas, 
There  in  aoine  hert  ne  is  ne  nevir  was; 
And  that  ye  ben  of  noble'  and  high  kinrede 
I  have  wel  heide  it  telKn  out  of  drede. 

And  that  doth  me  to  have  fo  grete  a  wonder 
That  ye  wol  icomia  any  woman  fo ; 
Eke  God  wote  lore  and  I  ben  fer  afonder  ; 
1  am  difpolid  bet,  fo  mote  I  go. 
Unto  nay  deth  to  plsine  ai;id  makin  wo; 
What  I  fhal  aftir  done  I  can  nat  iaie, 
^ot  truiiy  as  yet  aae  lifte  nat  plaie. 

Mine  hert  is  now  in  tribnlacloun, 
And  ye  inarmis  befy  daie  by  daie ; 
Hereaftir  when  ye  wonnin  have  the  toon 
ParaTintm*  than  fo  it  happin  maie 
That  whan/I  fe  that  I  nevir  ere  fide 
Than  wol  I  wcrke  that  I  nerir  ere  wrought ; 
This  word  to  yon  iooegh  fuffifin  ought. 

To  morow  eke  wol  1  fpeke  with  you  faine, 
So  that  ye  toochin  nought  of  this  matere, 
And  wfado  you  lift  ye  maie  come  here  againe ; 
And  er  ye  -gon  thus  muche  I  faie  you  here. 
As  helpe  me  PaUas  with  hrr  heris  dere, 
Yf  that  I  ihoald  of  any  Greke  hare  routhe 
It  ihould  ybe  your  Ibbnn  by  my  trouthe. 
Vol.  I. 


I  Cue  nat  therfore  that  t  wol  yon  lotei 
Ne  faie  nat  naie,  but,  in  conclufiiian, 
I  men^  wel,  by  God  that  fit  aboTe ; 
And  therwithal  flie  caft  her  eyin  domi. 
And  gan  to  figh,  and  ihide,  O  Troyc  toune  I 
Yet  bidde  I  God  in  quiet  and  in  reft 
1  maie  the  fene,  or  do  mine  hert8  breft. 

But  in  et[eAe,  and  fliortely  for  to  faie, 
This  Diomede  al  freflily  newe  againe 
Oan  preaiin  on,  and  faft  her  mercy  praie  ; 
Aod  aftir  thi«,  the  fothd  for  to  faine, 
Her  glove  he  toke,  of  whidi  he  was-ful  faidCi 
And,  finally,  whan  it  was  woxin  eve, 
And  al  was  well,  he  rofe  and  toke  his  lere. 

The  bright  Venus  folowid  and  aie  taught 
The  waie  there  brodi  Phoebus  doune  ali^t 
And  Cytherea  her  chare-horik  o'r  raaght 
To  whirle  into  the  Lioun  if  (he  might, 
And  Siniifer  his  candib  fiiewith  bright. 
Whan  uiat  Creibidd  unto  her  bed  wente 
Within  her  fathir'is  faire  brigbsft  tentc, 

Retouming  in  her  foule  aie  up  and  dooo 
The  wordis  of  this  fodaine  Diomede, 
His  gretrcftate,  and  peril  of  the  toun. 
And  that  flie  was  alone,  and  haddd  nede 
Of  frcndis  helpe,  and  thus  began  to  dxvda 
The  caufis  why,  the  fbthe  for  to  tell. 
That  flie  toke  Ailly  purpofe  lor  to  dwell. 

The  morow  came,  and,  gofily  for  to  fpekq[ 
This  Diomede  is  come  unto  Crefieidc ; 
And,  fliortly,  left  that  ye  my  tali  breke, 
So  wel  be  for  himfelfin  fpakc  and  feide 
That  al  her  figbis  fore  adoun  he  leidet 
And,  Anally,  the  foth^  for  to  faine,  ' 
He  reft  her  of  the  grete  of  alle  her  pain. 

And  aftir  this  tl^  ftory  tellith  us 
That  'Ae  unto  him  yate  the  faire  baic  fted^ 
The  whichefhe  onis  wan  of  Troilus, 
And  eke  a  broche  (and  that  was  Ktil  nede) 
That  Troihis  was,  fhe  yave  this  Diomede, 
And  eke  the  bet  from  forowe^  him  to  releve 
She  made  him  were  a  pencell  of  her  fleve. 

I  finde  eke  in  the  ftory  ellis  where. 
Whan  through  the  body  hurt  was  Diomede^ 
Of  Troilus  tho  wepte  fte  many*  a  tere. 
Whan  tiiat  flie  faw  his  wide  wonndis  blede, 
Apd  that  fhe  toke  to  kepin  him  gode  hede. 
And  for  to  heUn  him  of  his  woundis  fmerte  r 
Men  faine,  I  n  ot,  that  flie  ycvc  him  her  hert^i^ 

But  truiiy  the  ftory  tellith  us 
There  madin  nevir  woman  mori  wo 
Than  fliewlisn  that  fliefalfid Troihis; 
She  faide  Alas !  for  now  is  dene  ago 
My  name  in  trouthe  of  love  for  evirmo. 
For  I  have  fatlfid  one  the  gentiUeft 
That  ever  was,  and  one  the  wonhicft. 

ATas  !  of  me  unf  o  the  world'is  cnde 
Shall  neithirben  Iwrittin  or  ifong 
No  gode  wofde,  for  thefe  bokis  woll  me  fiiendc} 
Irollid  (ball  I  ben  on  many'  a  tong, 
Throughout  the  world  my  bell  fhaW  be  yrong. 
And  women  mofte  woli  hatin  me  of  all ; 
Alas  that  fodie  a  caas  me  fhould  l^efaU  I 
Cc 
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Tbci  'wwiX  faun,  in  at  mocke  m  in  me  t» 
I  have  *hem  doen  dilhonovr,  welawaic  ! 
All  be  I  not  the  firft  that  did  amis, 
What  hclpith  that  to  dom  my  blame  awaie  ? 
But.fcht  1  fe  there  ia  no  bettir  waie. 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  mc  to  nic^ 
To  DJomcde  I  woH  algate  be  true. 

But,  IVoilus  Tent  1  uo  bettir  maic,  * 
And  frns  that  thus  departin  ye  and  I, 
Yet  prai<  I  God  fo  yeve  you  right  gode  dlie, 
As  for  the  gentilUil  knight  truily 
Thatw  I  fa  we  to  fcrvin  faithfully, 
And  bed  can  aie  hit  ladie*t  honour  kepe« 
(And  with  that  worde  (he  braft  anon  to  wq>e.) 

And  certis  you  ne  hatin  (hall  1  ncTer, 
And  frend*i»  love  that  (hall  ye  have  of  me, 
And  my  gode  worde,  all  (hould  I  livin  ever; 
And  truily  I  would  right  ibrie  be 
For  to  fein  you  in  advcifite  ; 
And  giltiiefic  1  wot  well  I  you  lr»e ; 
And  all  (hall  pafle,  and  thus  take  1  my  leTe ; 

But  iruily  how  long  it  was  bitwene 
That  (he  forfoke  him  for  this  Diomcde 
Thert  is  none  audbour  tellith  it  I  wene» 
Take  every  man  now  to  his  bolus  hcde 
He  (hall  no  term^  findin  out  of  drede. 
For  though  that  h«  began  to  wowe  her  fonc, 
Sr  he  her  wan  yet  was  there  more  to  done. 

H«  me  nc  liCb  this  fclie  woman  chide 
Fcrt)iir  than  that  the  ftorie  woll  deviic; 
Her  name, alas !  is  publiihid  fo  ^idc 
M  hat  for  her  gilt  it  ought  inough  fufiife ; 
And  if  I  mi^ht  cxcufe  her  in  fome  wife, 
For  (he  fo  forie  was  tor  her  untrouthe, 
lyrh  I  would  cxcufe  her  yet  for  routhe. 
This  Troilus,  aa  I  before  have  told, 
Thus  drivit^  forth  as  wel  as  he  bath  mighty 
Bi  t  oftin  was  his  herte  bote  and  cold. 
And  namily  that  i)ke  ninithe  night 
"^liichc  on  the  nvorowc  (he  bad  him  behight 
To  come  aytm  ;  God  wotc  full  little  reft 
^H^d  he  that  night ;  nothing  to  ilepe  him  left. 

I'he  laurii-crounid  Phoebus  with  his  hctc 
Can  ^a  his  courfe  aie  upward  as  he  went 
To  warmc  of  the  eft  fc  the  wavis  wete. 
And  Circe^is  dou^tir  fong  with  fre(he  eatcnt. 
Whan  Troilus  his  Pandar6  aftirfent. 
And  on  the  wallis  of  the  toune  thei  picide. 
To  loke  if  thei  can  fcne  aught  of  Crefeide  ; 

Till  it  was  none  thei  (lodin  for  tofe 
Who  that  thore  came,  and  every  manir  wight 
That  cameixoferre  thei  (aidin  it  was  (he. 
Till  that  thei  couldin  knowin  him  aright  3 
liow  was  his  herte  dull,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thus  1>ejapid  ftodin  for  to  i^are      • 
About  naught  this  Troilus  and  Pandare. 

To  Pandarus  this  Troilus  tho  feide ; 
For  aught  I  wot  before  none  (ikirly 
Into  this  toune  ne  a>mith  not  Crefeide, 
She  hath  inough  to  doin  hardily 
To  twinnin  from  her  fathir,  fo  trowe  I ; 
Her  old^  fathir  woll  yet  make  her  dine 
Ut  that  (be  go ;  God  yeve  hi»h«ne  pine  I 
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Pandare  anfwcrd,it  mtj  wel  beti  certain 
And  iortky  let  us  dine,  I  the  befeche. 
And  aftir  none  than  maid  tbou  come  again ; 
And  home  thei  go  withouttn  more  fpeche. 
And  comin  ayen ;  but  long  maie  thei  fechc 
£r  that  thd  6ndin  that  thei  aftir  gape ; 
Fortune  *hem  bothe  ythmkith  for  to  ppew 

( Quod  Troilus)  I  fe  well  now  that  (he 
Is  taryid  with  her  old  fathir  fo 
That  er  (he  come  it  woU  nigh  evin  be; 
Come  forthe,  I  woll  unto  the  yate  go, 
Thcfc  portirs  ben  onkonning  cvirmo. 
And  I  woll  doen  'hem  holdin  up  the  yate 
As  naught  ne  were^  although  ihe  comin  hte. 

The  dale  goth  faft,  and  after  that  came  eve. 
And  yet  came  not  to  Troihis  Crefeide : 
He  lokith  forth  by  hedge,  by  tre,  by  grcre. 
And  ferre  hisheddc  ovir  the  wall  he  leide. 
And  at  the  bft  he  toumid  him,  and  feide. 
By  God  I  wote  her  mening  now,  Pandare; 
Almofte  iwis  all  newe  was  all  my  care. 

Now  doutilefs  this  ladie  can  her  gode; 
I  wote  (he  comith  riding  privily ; 
I  commendin  her  wiicdome  by  mine  hode ; 
She  woll  nat  makin  peple  nicily 
Gaore  on  her  whad  flie  cometk,  but  (bftily 
By  night  into  the  tonne  (he  thinkith  ride, 
And,dere  biothir!  thinke  nat  long  to  abide. 

We  have  naught  ellis  for  to  doen  iwis ; 
And  Pandarus,  now  wih  thos  trowin  me. 
Have  here  my  trouth  I  fe  her  ;  yond  (he  is : 
Hcve  up  chine  eyin  man ;  maieft  rhou  nat  fef 
Pandare  anfwrrid,  Naic,  fo  mote  I  the; 
All  wrong  by  God :  what  fai(i  thou  man  f  wherartt 
That  I  fe  yonde  aforre  n*it  but  a  carte. 

Alas!  thou  (aieft  right  fothe,  (quod  Troihu) 
But  hardily  it  is  not  all  for  nought 
Th^t  in  mine  bene  I  now  rqoic^  thus ; 
It  is  ayenft  fome  gode  :  I  have  a  thought, 
N*ot  I  nat  how,  bnt  fens  that  T  was  vrrought 
Ne  felt  I  f(»che  a  comfort  dare  I  faie ; 
She  cometh  to  night,  my  life  that  darfi  I  lay. 

Pandare  anfwcrde.  It  maie  be  well  ioough  i        ! 
And  helde  with  him  of  all  that  cr  he  (aird,  I 

But  in  his  herte  he  thought,  and  folt  he  lougS 
And  to  himfrlf  full  fobirly  he  faied. 
From  ha(ilwodde,  there  Joly  Robin  plaied. 
Shall  come  all  that  that  thon  abidtd  here; 
Ye,  farwell  all  the  fnowe  of  fem^  yere. 
The  wardein  of  the  yatis  gan  to  tall 
The  folkc  which  that  without  the  yatis  werCf 
And  badde  'hem  drivin  in  their  beftis  all. 
Or  all  the  night  thei  mufk  bylcvin  there ; 
And  fcrre  within  the  night,  with  many'  i  tenf 
This  Troilus  gan  homward  for  to  ride, 
For  well  he  feeth  it  helpith  nat  to*  abide. 
But  nathelc(re  he  gladdid  him  in  this. 
He  thought  he  mi£iccomptid  had  his  daie. 
And  faied,  (  underilandc  have  all  amis. 
For  thilie  night  I  laft  Crefeide  faie 
She  faied  I  (hall  ben  here,  if  that  I  maie, 
Er  that<he  mene,  o  my  dcre  hcrt^  fwete  T' 
The  Lion  pafle  out  of  this  Arietc  i- 
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Fbr  wfakhe  ihe  maiie  yet  hold  all  her  beheft ; ' 
And  on  the  morowe  to  the  yate  be  went, 
And  up  and  doiine,  by  weft  and  eke  by  eft. 
Upon  the  walUs  made  he  many*  a  went ; 
But  al  for  naught ;  hi*  hope  ahiray  him  blent, 
for  which  at  night  in  forow  and  ftghes  ibre 
He  went  him  home  withoutin  any  more. 

This  hope  all  cleoe  out  of  his  hert^  fledde, 
He  0^*  hath  wberon  now  lengir  for  to  hong,' 
But  for  the  pstn  him  thought  his  hert^  bledd. 
So  wer  his  throwis  fliarp,  and  wondir  ftrong,   ' 
For  whan  he  iawe  that  flie  abode  fo  long 
He  newift  what  he  jndgin  of  it  might; 
Sens  (he  hath  brokin  that  flie  him  behivht. 

The  thirde,  the  fourth,  the  filte,  and  me  fist,  dale 
Aftir  tho  dayis  tenoe  of  whiche  I  told, 
Betwizin  hope  and  drede  his  hert^  laie. 
Yet  fomwhat  tmfting  on  her  heftis  old ; 
But  whan  he  £iwe  (he  n*olde  her  termis  hM 
He  can  now  fene  none  othir  f  emedie 
But  Ua  to  ihapin  him  fone  for  to  die; 

.Therwith  the  wickid  fpirit,  God  us  bleffe ! 
Whiche  that  men  depin  the  wode  Jalouiie, 
Gan  in  him  crepe  in  all  this  hevinefle. 
For  whiche  bicaufe  he  wouldin  food  die 
He  n'etc  ne  dronke  for  his  melancoUe, 
And  eke  from  every  compaoie  he  flcdde ; 
This  was  the  life  that  all  this  time  he  ledde* 

He  fo  defatte  was  that  no  manir  man 
Unnethis  him  might  knowin  there  he  went. 
So  was  he  Icoe  and  therto  pale  and  wan. 
And  fcble,that  he  walkith  by  potent. 
And  with  his  ire  he  thus  himfelfin  flient ; 
But  whofo  aikid  him  wherof  him  finerte. 
He  ikied  hisharme  was  all  about  his  herte. 

Priam  full  oft,  and  eke  his  mothir  dere. 
His  bretheme  and  his  fuftrin,  gan  him  frain 
Why  he  fo  wofuU  was  in  all  his  chere. 
And  what  thing  was  the  caule  of  al  his  pain  ? 
But  all  for  naught ;  he  n*olde  his  caufd  plain^ 
But  ikied  he  felt  a  grerous  maladie 
About  his  herte,  and  fain  he  wouldd  die. 

So  on  a  daie  he  laie  him  doune  to  iltpe. 
And  So  bifell  it  that  in  flepe  him  thought 
That  in  a  foreft  faft  he  walked  to  wepe 
for  love  of  her  that  himthefe  painis  wrought. 
And  up  and  doune  as  he  that  foreft  fought 
He  met  he  £ftwe  a  bore  "With  tuikis  grete 
That  ilept  aycnift  the  bright  foon'is  hete; 

And  by  this  bore,  faft  m  her  armis  fold, 
I«aie  killing  aie  his  ladie  bright  Crefeide, 
For  forowe'  of  whiche,  whan  he  it  gan  behold. 
And  for  difpite,  out  of  his  flepe  he  breide. 
And  loade  he  cried  on  PandaLrus,and(cide, 

0  Pandarusi  now  knowe  I  crop  and'rote 

1  ti'am  but  dedde  ;  there  n*is  none  othir  bote. 

My  ladie  bright,  Crefeide>  hath  me  betraide. 
In  whom  I  truilid  mofte  of  any  wight ; 
She  ellifwherc  hath  now  her  hert  apaied; 
The  blisfull  goddis  thorough  ther  grete  might 
HsTe  in  my  drcme  ilhewid  it  full  right ; 
Thus  in  my  dreme  Creieide  have  I  bcholde, 
^Utd  i\X  tl^is  thing  to  Paod^nis  he  ioide.  - 


O  my  Crefeide  !  alas !  what  fubtilte. 
What  newd  luft,  what  beaute,  what  fcience. 
What  wrathe  of  jufte  caufe  have  ye  unto  me  f 
What  gilt  of  me,  what  fell  experience, 
Hith  fro  me  faSte,  alas !  thine  advertence  ? 

0  truft !  o  faithe !  quod  he*,  o  depe  affuraunce  ! 
Who  hath  me  rafce  Crefeide,  all  my  plefiiunce  ? 

Alas :  wtfy  let  I  her  from  hennis  go  f 
For  whiche  well  nigh  out  of  my  wit  I  breide  ; 
Who  ihall  now  trowe  on  any  othis  mo  ? 
God  wote  I  wende,  o  ladie  bright  Crefride ! 
That  every  worde  was  gofpell  that  ye  fcide : 
But  who  maie  bet  begile  if  that  him  lift. 
Than  he  on  whom  men  wenin  beft  to  trtft  f 

What  ihall  I  doen,my  Pandarus?  alas! 

1  felin  now  fo  iharpe  a  newe  pain. 

Sens  that  there  is  no  remedy*  in  this  caas. 
That  bet  were  it  I  with  mitae  hondis  twain 
My  felvin  flowe  than  alwaie  thus  to  plain. 
For  through  the  deth  my  wo  ihuld  have  an  ende^ 
There  every  daie  with  life  my  felf  I  (hende. 

Pandarc  anfwerde  and  faid,  Alas  the  while 
That  1  was  borne  .''  Have  1  nat  faied  er  thia 
That  dremis'many*  a  manir  man  begile  ? 
And  why  }  for  folke  ezpoundin  *hera  amis  : 
How  darft  thou  fain  that  falfe  thy  ladie  is 
For  any  dreme  I  right  for  thine  ownd  drede 
Let  be  this  thought ;  thou  canft  nodremis  rede^ 

Paravioture  there  thou  dremeft  of  th&s  boro 
It  maie  fo  be  that  it  maie  fignifie 
Her  fathir,  whiche  that  old  is  and  eke  hore, 
Ayen  the  funne  lyith  on  poin^  to  die. 
And  ihe  for  forowe  ginnith  wepe  and  crie. 
And  kiifith  him,  there  he  Heth  onthe  ground; 
Thus  ihuldift  thou  thy  dceme  aright  expound. 

How  might  I  than  doin  (qu«>d  TroUus) 
To  knowe  of  this,  yea^werenevir  fo  lite  f 
Now  (aieft  thou  wifely,  (quod  this  Pandanis) 
My  rcdy  H  this,  fens  thou  canft  well  endite. 
That  haiftily  a  lettir  thou  her  write. 
Thorough  which  thou  flialt  wel  bringin  abooC 
To  knowe  a  foth  of  that  thou  art  in  dout. 

And  fe  now  why ;  for  this  I  dare  well  fati^ 
That  if  fo  is  that  (he  untrue  ybe 
I  can  not  trowe  that  ihe  woll  write  again; 
And  if  ihe  write  thou  fliah  full  fone  ife. 
As  whethir  ihe  hath  any  liberte 
To  com<|  ayen,  or  ellis  in  fome  daufe 
If  ihe  be  let  ihe  wol  affigne  a  caufe. 

Thou  haft  not  writtin  to  her  fens  ihe  vrent, 
Nor  ihe  to  the ;  and  this  I  durft  wele  hue, 
There  maie  foche  cauf 6  ben  in  her  entent 
That  hardily  thou  wolt  thy  felvin  faie 
That  her  abode  the  beft  is  for  you  twaie  : 
Now  write  her  than,  and  thou  ihalt  tcli  fon^ 
A  foth  of  all ;  there  is  no  more  to  done. 

Acordid  ben  to  this  condufioun. 
And  that  anon,  thefe  ilke  lordis  two. 
And  haftilv  fat  Troilus  adoun. 
And  rollith  in  his  hert^  to  and  iro 
How  he  maie  beft  diicrivin  her  his  wo, 
And  to  Crefeide  his  owne  ladie  dere 
He  wrpte  right  thus,  and  iaid  as  ye  male  htre, 

e  c  i  j  .     ' 
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Right  ircih  floor,  whofe  1  have  aye  t>«ii  aad  (haU, 
IVitboutin  patt  of  cUirwhere  fervile, 
tVith  hcrte  and  bodie,  life,  loft,  thought,  and  all, 
I  wofull  wight,  m  every  humble  wiSs 
That  toog  can  tcU  or  hert^  maie  deTife, 
As  oft  as  mattir  occupyitk  pkure,        * 
Me  recoramauode  unto  your  noble  grace. 

Likith  it  you  to  wetio,  fwet^  hertc  I 
As  ye  Well  kaowin,  how  long  time  ageri 
Thitt  ye  me  left  in  afpre  painis  iinene, 
Whan  that  ye  weotin,  of  whiche  yet  bote  Bod 
Have  I  non  had,  but  evir  worfe  bigon 
Fro  daie  to  daie  am  I,  and  fo  mote  dwtU- 
While  it  you  lift,  of  wele  and  wo  my  weU. 

For  whiche  to  you' wkh  drede&iUherte  true 
I  write,  as  he  that  Ibrowe  duveth  to  wri»e» 
My  wo,  that  every  houre  cocreikb  newc, 
(;omi^aining  as  I  dare  or  can  cndtte ; 
And  that  de£idd  is  that  maie  ye  wite 
'  The  teris  which  that  from  nune  eyin  raio. 
That  wuldhi  ^ke  if  that  thei  durU  and  pbtii. 

You  firft  befeehe  I  that  your  eyin  clcrc 
*l*o  loke  on  this  defouKd  y^  nat  hiold. 
And  ore  aU  this  that  ye  my  bdic  dere 
WoU  voucklifin  this  lettir  to  behold. 
And  by  the  cauic  eke  of  my  cans  cold. 
That  flaeth  my  vit,i£  aught  amis  me  fterte 
Foryevith  it  me,,  mine  owne  ^et^  heste  ! 

If  any  fervaont  durft  or  ou|^t  of  right 
Upon  his  ladie  pkomfly  compUm, 
Than  \venc  I  that  f  ought  to  be  that  wigkt»  « 
Confidrid  this,  that  ye  thtfe  monthis  twain 
Have  taried  there  ye  iaidin,  fbthe  to  fiun. 
But  tenne  dayis  ye  n*olde  in  hofte  fojoucne^ 
But  iu  two  monethis  yet  ye  not  retomme. 
But  fiov  sw  moche  as  me  mote  oedis  like 
All  that  yoa  lift  i  dare  nat  planin  more, 
But  humbly  with  fbrowfuU  i&ghb  like 
You  write  I  mine  mrefiie  forowes  fttrcy 
Fro  daie  to  daie  defirtng  evirmore 
To  knowio  folly,  i£  your  will  it  weie, 
How  ye  hare  fared  and  don  while  ye  be  there  ;^ 
The  whofe  welfare  and  hele  eke.  God.  eacreic 
In  honour  foche,  that  upward  in  dcgne 
It  growe  alwaie,  (a  that  it  nevir  ce£e ; 
Right  as  your  herte  aie  can,  my  ladie  fre, 
Deviie,  I  praie  to  God  fo  mote  it  be, 
Andg^ont  it  that  ye  ibne  upon  me  rewe. 
As  wifely  as  in  all  Tarn  to  you  true. 

And  if  you  likith  koewin  of  the  fare 
or  me,  whofe  wo  there  maie  no  wight  difcrivt, 
I  can  no  more,  but  chcft  of  every  care. 
At  w:i|ing  of  this  lettir  L'  am  on  live, 
All  rcdy  out  of  my  wofull  ghoft  to  drive, 
Whiche  I  dclaic  and  holdc  him  yet  in  hoade 
Upon  the  fight  of  mattir  of  your  fonde. 

Mine  eyin  two,  ia  vain  with  whiche  I  fc. 
Of  furowfull  teres  fait  arn  woxln  wcHis, 
My  fong  iu  plaint  of  mine  advcrfitc. 
My  gode  in  harme,  miiie  efc  eke  woxin  helis. 
My  joie  ia  wo  ;  I  can  fey  now  nought  cllis 


But  toumtd  is,  for  whiche  ay  life  I  wirie, 
Every  jo^e  or  cfie  in  his  contrarie  : 

Which  with  four  coming  home  ayen  toTeoy 
Ye  maie  redreftie,  and  moce  a  thou^nde  (kht 
Th^ya  er  I  had  encreflm  in  me  joie, 
Fur  was  there  nevir  hert'°  yot  io  blythe 
To  have  his  life  as  I  fliaU  ben  at  fwithe 
As  I  you  fe,  and  though  no  aianir  roothe 
Can  mevin  yon,  yet  thinki^  on  yonr  trouthe. 

Aod  if  fo  be  my  gilt  hath  dcih  dekrvcd. 
Or  if  yooUft  no  moce  upon  me  (e. 
In  guerdon  yet  of  that  I  have  youferved 
Be^che  I  you,  mine  own^  ladie  fie 
That  heceupoa  yoKWOuIdin  vmte  to  me 
For  love  of  Jovis,  my  right  bdi  fterre. 
That  deth  qiate  make  an  end  o£  ad  my  werre. 
If  othir  caufe  aught  doeth  you  lor  to  dvel. 
That  witb  your  lettir  ye  me  rccomfort. 
For  though  to  me  your  abfence  is  an  hell, 
With  paciencc  I  woU  my  WQ  comfort, 
,And  with  your  letter*  of  hope  I  woll  diljport: 
Now  writitb,  fwete !  and  kt  ok  thus  nat  plain; 
With  hppe  or  deth  deHvereth  me  fro  pain. 

Kris,  mine  owad  derd  hert^  true  I 
I  wot  that  whan  ye  next  upon  me  fie, 
So  loft  have  I  mine  hele  and  eke  mine  bewt, 
Crefeide  ihall  not  conne  tho  knowin  me  \ 
Iwis,  mine  hert'itdaie,  my  ladie  &e ! 
So  thurftith  aie  mine  herte  to  behold 
Your  beawte  that  unncth  my.  life  I  hold. 

I  faie  1^0  moce,  aH  have  1  for  to  fey 
To  you  well  moce  than  that  I  tellin  maie ; 
But  wh^thic  that  ye  doe  me  Hve  or  dcy 
Yet  praie  1  God£»  yeve  you  ri^t  gode  daie : 
And  farith  well,  thou  godely  faice  frcihe  Maid 
As  ye  that  life  or  deth  me  maie  commaondc. 
And  to.  your  trouth  aie  I  me  cccommaunde) 

With  hel^  foche,  that  but  ye  yevin  me 
The  fomin  hele  1  Ihall  non  hele  yhave : 
In  yqn  lieth,  whan  you  lift  that  it  fo  be. 
The  daie  in  whiche  vac  dothin  ftiall  ray  gnve* 
And  in  you  my  li£s,  ia  yon  might  to  five 
Me  fro  difefis  of  aH  my  painia  ihierte : 
And  faritknow  wde,  mync  own  dcrc  fwete  herte! 


This  lettir  fbrthe  waaient  noto  Grelride, 
Of  whiche  her  anfwere  i^  effe^  was  this; 
Full  pitouily  (he  wrote  ayen,  and  fcide. 
That  all  fo  fon^  as  fke  might  iwis 
Sh^  would  come,  and  anoende  that  was  amis; 
And,  finally,  ihe  wrote  and  fayid  then 
She  would  ycome,  ye,  but  (he  n*ift  not  when. 

But  in  her  lettir  madin  ihe  fbcbe  feftes 
Than  woodir  was,  and  fwore  fbe  loved  him  bed} 
Of  whiche  he  found  but  botomles  hiheftes. 
But,  Troilus,  thou  maicft  now  eafl  aad  weft 
Pipe  in  an  ivie  Icfie  if  that  the  left  : 
1  hos  goth  the  world ;  Godftiild  us  fro  mifcbauscr. 
And  every  wight  that  menith  trouth  avaunce ! 

Encrefitt  gan  the  wo  fro  daie  to  night 
Of  Troilua  tor  urying  of  Crcfci«Jc, 
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And  kflin  gan  his  h^^  and  ek  his  might. 
For  whiche  al  doun  he  in  his  bedde  him  leide; 
He  oe  ete,  dronke,  ne  dept,  ne  word^  fcide, 
Imagining  aie  that  fbe  was  nnkinde, 
For  whichc  wcil  nigh  he  wcxt  out  of  his  mind. 

This  drcme  of  whiche  1  told  hare  eke  beforne 
Maie  cevir  come  odt  of  his  remembraonce ; 
He  thought  aie  well  he  had  his  ladie  lorn. 
And  that  Jovis  of  hb  hie  pnrreiaunce 
Him  (hewed  had  in  flepe  the  fignifiaunce 
Of  her  nmronth  and  his  dilavintnre. 
And  that  the  bore  was  (hewed  him  in  figure  x 

For  whiche  he  for  Sibylle  his  fulHr  fcnt. 
That  cailid  was  Calfandre'  eke  all  about. 
And  all  his  dreme  he  told  her  cr  he  (lent. 
And  her  befougfat  aflbilin  him  the  doubt 
Of  the  ftrong  bore  with  all  his  tulkis  ftout; 
And,  finally,  within  a  litil  ftounde 
Caflandrahim  gan  thus  his  dreme  expound. 

She  gan  firft  linile,  and  faid,  O  brothir  derc ! 
If  thou  a  fothe  of  this  deiirc(l  to  knowe 
Thott  muft  a  fcwe  of  old^  (lories  here,* 
To  purpofe  how  that  Fortune  ovirthrowc 
Hath  lordis  old,  through  which  within  a  throw 
Thou  (halt  this  bore  well  know,  and  of  what  kinde 
Ht  comin  is,  as  men  in  bokis  finde. 

Diana,  whiche  that  wrothe  was  and  in  ire. 
For  Grekis  n*dlde  doin  her  facrifice, 
Nc.cncens  on  her  altar  fet  on  fire, 
She  for  that  Orekis  gon  her  (6  difpife 
Ywrakc  her  in  a  wondir  cruill  wife, 
For  with  a  bore  aj  grete  as  oxe  in  ftaU 
She  made  up  frete  ther  come  and  vinis  all. 

To  flea  the  bore  was  all  tfcc  countrie  rcifed, 
Emongis  whichc  there  came  this  bori  to  fe 
A  maid,  one  of  this  wcrlde  the  bc(k  ipraifed ; 
An<i  Melz-ager,  lordc  of  that  countre. 
He  k)vid  fo  this  frcfli^  maidln  fre. 
That  with  his  manhode  cr  he  wouldd  ftent 
ITu's  bore  he  (lough,  and  her  the  bed  he  feitf . 

Of  whiche,  sis  o\di  bokis  tellin  Us, 
There  rofc  a  contfkc  and  a  grete  en  vie; 
Aod  of  tills  lorde  difendid  Tydcus 
By  ligiiCjOf  cUis  oldc  bokis  lie ; 
But  how  this  Mcleajrcr  gan  to  die. 
Thorough  Ihs  mothir,woll  I  you  not  tell, 
For  aB  to  long  it  wertn  for  to  dwell. 

f»hc  toldc  ckr  how  Tydcus,  cr  (he  (lent, 
Unto  the  flronge  cite  of  Thebes 
(To  daimin  kin^domc  of  the  cite)  went 
^'o^  his  felawi  Dan  Polyniccs, 
Of  whiche  the  brothir  Dan  Etcocles 
FaO  wrongfully  of  Thebis  held  the  ftrcngth ; 
This  told3  (he  by  prAccflTc  all  by  length. 

She  tolde  eke  how  Ht'monides  afterte 
AVhan  Tydcus  floogh  fiftie  knightis  (toulc ; 
S'le  tolds  eke  all  the  prophcfies  by  hcrte. 
And  how  that  fevin  kingis  with  ther  rout 
Bc-fifgedm  the  cite  all  a]>outc, 
And  of  the  holic  fcrptnt,and  the  well. 
And  of  the  Furies  al|,fh-  gan  him  tell. 

Ji^Miat  prnfagui  TyJiws primo  Poljn'.:em^ 

Tydfa  ifgatum  Joccf,  infidiufqut  fecundm^ 


^uartus  babei  Reges  ineuntes  praliafeptoM^ 
LemkhdmH  Fur  is  quiHto  narrantur^  t?*  »npM^ 
Arcbentori  bt*flu/iijfhet9^  Ittdique  Ugtintur, 
Dat  TbeittvjtetM  Grkhrtm fiptimus'^9ibris^ 
O^avo  ceadit  TydeuSf/pet^  vita  Peia/gum, 
Hipp9Medon  Htm  mtrhur  cum  Paf  tt/enopao^ 
Futm'ute ^trtuffus  ifecime  Capantusfuprralur^ 
Undtcitfoffi  perimunt  per  'oulnerafratrcs^ 
JirjivumJUntem  narrat  dmtdenui^  \!f  igmm* 
Of  Archinorie's  burying  and  the  pUiies, 
And  how  Amphisraus  fill  through  the  grotmde^ 
How  Tydcus  was  (lain.  Lord  of  Argeics, 
And  how  HipomeMon  in  a  litil  dounde 
Was  dreint,  and  dedde  Parthenope  of  wound. 
And  alfo  how  Capaneus  the  proude 
With  thonder  dint  was  (lain,  that  cryd  loude. 

She  gan  eke  tell  him  how  that  eithir  brother^ 
Etcocles  and  Polynice  aUb, 
At  a  fcarmi(he  eche  of  *hem  (lough  the  other. 
And  of  Argivis  weping  and  ther  mo. 
And  how  the  toun  was  brent  (he  told  eke  tho ; 
And  tho  difcendid  doune  from  jei^is  old 
To  Diomede,  and  thus  (he  fpake  and  told : 

Tills  ilkd  bore  betokcnith  Diomede, 
Tydcus  fonne,  that  doune  difcendid  it 
Fro  Mcle*ager,  that  made  the  bore  to  blede. 
And  thy  ladie,  where  fo  (he  be  iwis, 
This  Diomede  her  herte  hath  and  (he  his  s 
Wepc  if  thou  wolt  or  leve,for  out  of  dout 
This  Diomede  is  in  and  thou  art  out. 

Thou  faieft  nat  (bthe,  (quod  he)  thou  forcerefley 
With  all  thy  falftg  ghoft  of  prophecie; 
Thou  wenift  ben  a  gretc  dcvinercfle. 
Mow  feeft  thou  nat  this  fole  of  fantalie 
Pinin  her  upon  ladies  for  to  lie  : 
Awaie,  (quod  he)  there  Jo  vis  yeve  tbe  forowe !       • 
Thou  (halt  be  fals  par%*vcnture  cr  to  morow. 
As  well  thou  niighti(b  lien  on  gode  Alcefte, 
That  was  of  all  crcturis  (but  men  lie) 
That  evir  werin  kindift  and  the  bcfle. 
For  whan  her  htiibonde  was  in  jeopardie 
To  die  hinifelf,  but  if  (he  would^  die. 
She  clwfe  for  him  to  die  and  gon  to  hell. 
And  flarfe  anon,  as  us  the  bokis  tell. 

Ca(randre  goeth^  and  he  with  cniiU  hertc 
Foryatc  his  wo  for  angrc  of  her  fpcche, 
Aiid  fro  his  bedde  all  fodainly  he  (lerte. 
As  though  all  whole  him  had  imade  a  leche. 
And  dale  by  dale  he  gan  enquire  and  fee  he 
A  fothe  of  this  with  all  his  befy  cure ; 
And  thus  he  drivith  forthe  his  arinture. 
Fortune,  whichc  that  the  permuracion 
Of  all  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  her  committed 
Through  pur^eiaunce  and  difpolicion 
Of  high  Jove,  as  reignis  (hall  ben  yflitted 
Fro  folk  to  folk,  or  whan  thei  dial  ben  fmitte^, 
Oaa  pull  awaie  the  fcthirs  bright  of  Troic 
Fro  dale  to  dale,  till  thei  hen  bare  of  joie. 
Emong  all  this  the  fine  of  the*  jeopardie 
Of  Hc^or  gan  approchin  wondir  blive,    < 
The  Fntis  would  his  foolc  (hould  unbodie. 
And  (hapin  had  a  mene  it  out  to  drive, 
Ay  cud  whiche  (ate  him  helpith  not  to  fk'vn^ 
Cc  iij 
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But  on  a  (Jaie  to  lightin  gaji  ^e  wendc. 
At  whichc,  alas  !  he  caught  his  Uv*i8  endc  : 

For  whichc  me  thinkitli  every  inanir  wight 
That  ^auntith  arinis  oughtin  to  bewailc 
The  deth  of  him  that  was  fo  noble*  a  Juiighty 
For  as  he  drmigh  a  king  by  th'  aventaile, 
Unware  of  this  Achilles  thtough  the  maile 
And  through  the  bodie  gan  him  for  to  rive. 
And  thus  the  worthy  knight  was  reft  of  Jive; 

For  whom,  as  old*;  bokis  tdlint  us^ 
Was  made  foch  wo  that  tong  it  maie  nzt  tel. 
And  namily  the  forowe*  of  Troilus, 
That  next  him  was  of  worthineffe  the  well. 
And  in  ^his  wo  gan  Troilus  to  dwell. 
That  what  for  forowe,  love,  and  for  unrcft, 
TuU  oft  a  dale  he  had  his  hert^  breft. 

But  natl^clefle  though  he  gon  him  difpaircy 
And  drede  aic  that  bis  UdijC  was  untrue, 
Tet  aie  on  her  his  herte  gan  repaire, 
And,  as  thefe  lovirt  docn,  he  fought  aie  pewe 
To  get  ayen  Crefeidc  bright  of  hewe. 
And  in  his  herte  he  went  her  excufing. 
That  Calchas  caufid  ail  her  Urying. 

And  oftin  time  he  was  in  puq)ofc  gret« 
Him  fclvin  like  a' pilgrim  to  difj^e 
To  lirne  heir ;  but  be  maie  not  counterfete 
To  ben  unknowen  of  folke  that  werin  wife, 
lie  finde  excufe  aright  that  maie  fuffice. 
If  he  among  the  Grekisknowin  were, 
For  whiche  he  wept  full  oft  many  a  tere. 

To  her  he  wrote  yet  oftin  time  aU  new? 
Tull  pitouily,he  lef^  it  nat  fpr  llouthe, 
Befeching  her,  fithins  that  he  was  true. 
That  the  would  come  ayen  and  hold  her  trouth  ; 
Tor  whiche  Crefcide  upon  a  daie  Jbr  routh, 
I  take  it  fo,  touching  all  this  matttre 
Wrote  him  ayen,  and  faied  as  ye  maie  here  ; 

Cupid*i8  fonne,enfample.*  of  godelihede, 

0  (werde  of  knighthodc,.  fours  of  gentilneire  ! 
How  might  a  wight  in  turment  and  in  drede. 
And  helclcffe,  yon  fendin  as  yet  gladncJOe  ? 

1  hertileflfe/l  ficke,  I  in  diflreife. 

Sens  ye  with  me  nor  1  with  you  maie  dele, 
You  neithir  fende  I  maie  ne  herte  ne  helc. 

Yyur  Icttirs  full  the  papir  alf  iplainted 
Commevid  havin  myne  bcrt*i^  pite ; 
1  have  eke  fene  with  teris  all  depainted 
Your  lettir,  and  how  ye  requirin  me 
To  c(^me  ayen,  whiche  yet  ne  maie  not  be. 
But  why,  left  that  this  lettir  foundin  were, 
No  roencioun  ne  hiake  I  now  for  fere. 

Grevows  to  me  (God  wote)  is  your  unreft. 
Tour  haft,  and  that  the  goddis  ordin?unce 
It  femith  nat  ye  take  it  for  the  bcfl, 
Nor  othir  thing  n*is  in  your  rcmcmbraun^c 
As  thinkith  me,  but  onely  your  plefaunce  ; 
But  beth  nat  wroth,  and  that  I  you  befeche. 
For  that  I  tarie*  is  all  for  wickid  fpeche  : 

For  1  have  herd  well  more  than  I  wend 
Touching  us  two  hew  thingis  have  iflond, 
Whichc  1  ftiall  with  cifTimuling  amende ; 
And  beth  not  wroth,  I  have  eke  undirftond 
Hew  ye  ne  doc  but  holdin  me  in  honde  : 


But  now  no  force  ;  \  can  nat  in  you  gefTe 
But  all^  trouthe  and  all^  gentibiefle. 

Comin  1  woU,  but  yet  in  fc»che  dii^ointe 
1  ftond  as  now,  that  what  yere  or  what  dai^ 
That  this  ihall  bjc  that  can  1  nat  apointe; 
Bat  in  efied  I  praie  you  as  J  maie 
Of  your  gode  worde  and  of  your  frendlhip  aici 
For  truily  while  that  my  life  maie  dure 
As  fpr  a  frende  ye  maie  in  me  afiure. 

Yet  praie  I  you  on  evill  ye  na  take 
That  it  is  ftiort  whiche  that  1  to  you  write ; 
I  d^e  nat  there  I  am  well  lettirs  mak^, 
Ne  nevir  yet  ne  cpuld  I  well  endite ; 
Eke  grcte  tSeA  men  writin  in  place  lite ; 
l*h*  entent  is  all,  and  nat  the  lettirs  fpace ; 
And  farith  well ;  God  have  you  in  his  grace ! 

This  Troilus  thoight  this  lettir  al  flraunge 
Whan  he  it  fawe,  and  forowfuUy  he  iigbt;' 
Him  thought  it  like  a  kalcndes  of  efchaunge; 
But,  finally,  be  ful  ne  trowin  might 
That  (he  ne  would  him  holdin  that  ihe  bight. 
For  with  ful  evill  wil  lifte  him  to  Icve 
Tfat  lovith  wel,  in  fuch  cafe,  though  him  gnu* 

But  natheleflc  men  fain  that  at  tht  laft 
For  any  thing  men  (hal  the  fothe  fe. 
And  fuche  a  cafe  betide,  and  that  as  faft^ 
That  Troilus  wel  underftonde  that  ihe 
N*as  nat  fo  kinde  as' that  her  ought  to  be; 
,  And,  finally,  he  wote  no\y  out  of  dout 
That  al  is  loft  that  he  hath  ben  about. 

Stode  on  a  daie  in  his  melancolie 
This  Troilus,  and  in  fufpci^lioun 
Of  her  for  whom  he  wenid  for  to  die. 
And  fo  befil  that  throughout  Troie  toun. 
As  was  the  gife,  ibome  was  up  and  doun 
A  manir  cote  armoure,  as  faithe  the  ftorie, 
Befom  Deiphobe,  in  figne  of  his  vidorie  ; 

Th^  whichc  cote,  as  tellith  LoUius 
Deiphobe  it  had  yrente  fro  Diomedp 
The  fame  daie  ;  and  when  this  Ttoilus 
It  fawe  be  gan  to  takin  of  it  hede, 
Avifing  of  the  length  and  of  (he  bredc, 
And  al  the  werke,  but  as  he  gan  beholdc 
Ful  fodainly  his  herte  began  to  colde, 

As  he  that  on  the  coler  fonde  within 
A  broche  that  he  Crefeid^  yavc  at  morow 
That  ihe  from  TtoH  topne  mnft  nedis  twin, 
In  remembraunce  of  him  and  of  hisforow. 
And  (he  him  laide  ayen  her  faith  to  borow 
To  kepe  it  aic ;  but^iow  ful  wel  he  wift 
His  lady  n'as  no  longir  on  to  trift. 

He  goeth  him  home,  and  gan  ful  fone  fcn^ 
For  Pandarus,  and  al  this  uewe  chauncc, 
And  of  this  broch  he  tolde  him  orde  and  endc. 
Complaining  of  her  hert*is  variannce. 
His  lung^  love,  his  trouth,  and  his  penaascci 
And  aftir  Deth,  withoutin  wordis  more, 
Ful  faft  he  cried,  his  reft  him  to  rcftorc. 

Than  fpakc  he  thus ;  O  lady  mine,  Crcfeid^"  J 
Where  is  your  faith,  and  where  is  your  behfft? 
Where  is  your  love  ?  where  is  your  trouth  ?  ^ 
tMc  i 
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Of  Diomede  have  yc  now  al  his  fcft  ? 
Alas !  I  would  have  trowid  at  the  left 
That  fens  ye  n*olde  in  trouthe  to  me  ftonde 
That  ye  thus  n'oldc  have  holdin  me  in  honde. 

Who  (hal  now  trowen  on  any  othis  mo  ? 
Alas  !  1  nevir  would  have  wende  er  this 
That  ye,  Crefcidc,'  coulde  have  chaungid  fo, 
Ne  bat  I  had  agilte  and  don  amis ; 
So  cruel  wende  Inat  your  hcrte  iwis 
To  flc  me  thus;  alas!  your  name  of  trouthe. 
Is  now  fordone,  and  that  is  al  my  r«uthc. 

Was  thexe  none  othir  brochc  you  lift  to  lete 
To  fefTe  with  your  new^  love,  (quod  he) 
But  thilke  broche  that  I  with  teris  wetc 
You  yave  as  for  a  remembraunce  of  me  ? 
None  other  caufe,  ahs !  ne  haddin  yc 
But  for  difpite,  and  eke  for  that  ye  mente 
All  uttirly  to  fhewin  your  entente  : 

Through  which  I  fc  that  clenc  out  of  your 
Yc  have  me  caft,  and  I  ne  can  nor  maic    [mlndc 
For  all  this  world  within  mine  hcrte  fiode 
To*  unlovin  you  a  quartir  of  a  daie ; 
In  curfid  time  I  borne  was,  welawaie  ! 
That  you  that  done  me  all  this  wo  endure 
Yet  love  I  the  bcft  of  any  creture. 

Now  God  (quod  he)  me  fendin  yet  the  grace 
That  I  maie  metin  with  this  Diomede, 
And  truily  if  T  have  might  and  fpace 
Yet  ihall  I  make  I  hope  his  fidis  bledc  : 
How  God  (quod  he)  that  aughtift  takin  hcdc 
To  forihrin  trouthe,  and  wrongis  to  punice. 
Why  n'ilt  thou  don  a  vengeauncc  of  this  vice  ? 

O  Pandarus !  that  in  dremes  for  to  trifte, 
Me  biamid  haft,  and  wonte  art  oft  upbreide. 
Now  roaift  thou  Scne  thy  felfe,  if  that  the  lift. 
How  trewe  is  now  thy  nec^  bright  Crefcidc  ; 
In  fondry  fbrmis,  (God  it  wote)  he  feide, 
The  goddis  ihcwin  bothe  joie  and  tene 
In  flcpc,  and  by  my  dreme  it  is  now  fene. 
And  certainly,  withoutin  mor^fpeche. 
From  hennis  forthe,  as  ferforthe  as  1  maie^ 
Mine  owne  deth  ip  armis  wol  1  feche, 
I  ne  retche  nat  how  ibn^  be  the  daie ; 
But  trcwily,  Crefcide,fwet^  Maie  ! 
Whom  I  have  ay  with  al  my  might  iferved| 
Xhat  ye  thus  done  1  have  it  nat  deferved. 

This  Pandarus,  that  al  thefe  thingis  herdc. 
And  wifte  wel  that  he  faid  a  fothc  of  this. 
He  nat  a  worde  ayen  to  liim  anfwerde. 
For  fory  of  his  frend'is  forow'  he  is, 
And  (hamid  for  his  nece  hath  done  amis. 
And  ftante  aftonied  of  thefe  cauils  twaie 
As  ftil  as  ftone;  o  worde  ne  coulde  he  fale. 
But  at  the  laft  thus  he  yfpake  and  feide  : 
My  brothir  dere !  I  may  do  the  no  more  ; 
What  (hould  I  faine  ?  I  hate  iwis  Crefeide, 
And  God  it  wote  I  wol  hate  her  er-more ; 
And  ihzt  thou  me  befoughtift  don  of  yore, 
Having  unto  mine  honour  ne  my  refte 
Rig:ht  noregarde,  I  did  al  that  the  lefte. 

Yf  I  did  aught  which  that  might  likin  the 
^t  is  me  lefe,  and  of  this  tre!'on  now 
ppd  ii'ott:  that  it  a  forcw  is  to  me, 


And  dredcleffe,  for  hert*is  efe  of  yrm, 
Right  faine  I  would  amende  it  wift  1  how. 
And  fro  this  world  Almighty  God  I  praie, 
Dclivir  her  fone  !  I  can  no  more  faie. 

Great  jwas  the  woe  and  plaint  of  Troilus, 
But  forthe  her  courfe  Fortune  aie  gan  to  holde, 
Crefeide  lovith  the  fonne  of  Tydeus, 
And  Troilus  mote  wepe  in  caris  colde  : 
Such  is  this  worlde,  who  fo  it  can  beholde ; 
In  eche  cftate  is  litill  hert'is  reilc ; 
God  Icve  us  to  takin  it  for  the  befte ! 
In  many  cniil  bataile,  out  of  drcdc. 
Of  Troilus  this  ilk^  noble  knight 
(As  men  maie  in  thefe  oldd  bokis  rede) 
Was  fcaie  his  knighthod  and  his  gret^  might. 
And  dredeleffe  his  trd  daie  and  night 
Ful  cruilly  the  Grekis  aie  abought. 
And  alwaie  moft  this  Diomedc  he  fought. 
And  oftin  timis  1  finde  that  thei  mette 
With  blody  ftrokis  and  with  wordis  grete, 
Afftyrngj  how  ther  fperis  wcrin  whette; 
And  God  it  wote  with  many*  a  cruil  hete 
Gan  Troilus  upon  his  helme  to  bete  : 
But  nathilelTe  Fortune  it  naught  ne  would 
Of  eithir's  honde  that  eithir  dyin  (hould. 

And  if  I  had  itakin  for  to  write 
The  arniis -of  this  ilk;^  worthy  man. 
Than  would  1  of  his  battailis  endite ; 
But  for  that  1  to  writin  firft  began 
Of  his  love,  I  have  faadin  as  I  can 
His  worthy  dedis,  who  fo  lifte  *hem  here, 
Rede  Dares,  he  can  tel  *hem  al  ifcre. 

Befeching  every  lady  bright  of  hewc. 
And  every  gcntil  woman,  what  (he  be, 
Al  be  it  that  Crefcidc  was  untrewe. 
That  for  that  gilt  ye  be  nat  wroth  with  m(, 
Ye  maie  her  gilte  in  othir  bokis  fe ; 
And  gladdir  I  would  writin  if  you  Irfte 
Of  Penelope's  tcouth  and  gode  Alcefte. 

Ne  faie  1  nat  this  all  only  for  men. 
But  moft  for  women  that  bctrayid  be 
Through  fals  foike,  God  yevc  'hem  forrow,  Amen/ 
That  with  ther  grctr  witte  and  fubtilte 
Betrayin  you,  and  this  corajnevith  mc 
To  fpcke ;  and  in  effede  you  al  I  praie 
Betli  ware  of  men,  and  hcrkenith  what  I  faie  : 

Go,  litil  boke,  go  litill  tragedie. 
There  God  my  mak^r  yet  er  that  I  Hie 
So  fende  me  might  to  make  fon^e  comedie  ; 
Butj  litill  bokc,  make  thou  the  none  envie. 
But  fubjeiSt  ben  unto  al  poefie, 
And.kifte  the  fteppes  wher  as  thou  fcift  pace 
Of  Virgil,  Ovide,  Homer,  Lvcan,  Stacc. 

And  for  there  is  fo  grete  diverfite 
In  Englilh,  and  in  writing  of  our.  tongc. 
So  praie  I  to  God  that  none  mifwrite  the*, 
Ne  the  miffc^metre  for  defaute  of  tonge  ; 
And  retlde  where  fo  thou  be  or  ellis  fongf 
Ihatthou  be  undir.londe  God  I  bcfcchc; 
But  yet  to  purpofe  of  my  rathir  fpeche. 

The  wrathc,  asl  began  you  for  to  fcic, 
Of  Troilus  the  Grckis  boughtin  dere, 
For  thoufandis  his  hondis  madin  dcj  i;, 
g  c  ijip 
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As  he  that  was  withmthi  any  pere» 
Save  in  his  time  Hedor^as  I  can  here ; 
But  welawale !  (fave  ondy  Oodd*is  wil) 
Difpitouily  him  flough  the  Benfc  Achtl. 

And  whan  that  he  was  flain  in  this  manere» 
His  lights  gofte  ful  hlisfnllr  is  went 
Up  to  the'  holownefle  of  tne  feventh  fpherf. 
In  his  place  leting  everiche  element. 
And  there  he  (awe,  with  fnl  avif emcnt^ 
The  erratike  ftecres,  herkening  harmonies 
With  fownis  fall  of  hevi|is  melodae. 

And  doun  from  thennis  faft  he  gan  aviie 
This  litil  fpotte  of  crth  that  with  the  fe 
£mhracid  is,  and  fully  gan  dafpife 
This  wretchid  world,  and  helde  al  vaniCi^ 
In  refpe^e  of  the  plaxne  fpltcite 
That  M  in  heren  aboYc,  and  at  the  laft 
There  he  was  flaine  his  Idung  down  he  caft. 

And  in  him  felfe  he  lough  right  at  the  wo 
Of  them  that  weptin  for  his  deUie  fp  &ft. 
And  dampnid  all  our  wcrkes,  that  foloweth  fq 
The  hlindd  luil  wbiche  that  ne  may  nat  laft. 
And  ihuldin  al  our  herte  on  hcTin  caft ; 
And  forthe  he  went,  ihortily  foAo  tell, 
There  as  Mercury  fortid  him  to  dweU 

Suche  fine  hath,  lo !  this  Troilus  for  love, 
Suche  fine  hath  all  his  gretd  worthineiEB» 
^uchc  fine  hath  his  elbite  royal  above, 
Sttche  fine  hi|  luft,  fuche  fine  hath  his  noblcfle, 
Snche  fine  hath  this  fslfe  world'is  brotilneile  i 
And  thus  began  his  loving  of  Creleide 
As  I  have  toide,  and  in  this  wife  he  fieide* 

O  yonge  and  firefli^  folkis,  he  or  (he ! 
Tfi  vHiucbe  th^  love  up  growith  with  jon^  age, 
E^^ucith  l>ome  (rom  vprldely  Ttn/'t^ 


And  of  your  hcrtes  up  cdUth  the  viiage 
To  thilki  God  that  afttr  his  image 
You  made,  and  thinkkh  al  n*is  but  a  faire, 
This  world  that  pafiith  fone,  as  flouris  fairc ! 

And  lovith  him  the  whiche  that  ri^  £or  love 
Upon  a  crofle,  our  foulis  for  to  bey, 
Firft  finrfe  and  role,  and  tit  in  hcveu  above, 
For  he  n*i]  falfin  no  wight,  dare  1  fey. 
That  wol  his  hcrt  al  wholly  on  him  ley; 
And  fens  he  beft  to  love  is  aiid  moft  m^e 
What  nedith  fsinid  lovis  for  to  feke  ? 

I40 !  here  of  Painims  curfid  old^  rites ! 
1a>  1  here  what  al  ther  goddis  niaie  availc ! 
jLo !  here  this  wretchid  world'is  ^petites ! 
Lo  1  here  the  fine  and  guerdon  fof  travaile 
Of  love,  ApoUo,  Mars,  aad  fuch  raikaile ! 
Lo !  here  the  forme  of  old^  derkis  fpeche 
In  poetrie,  if  ye  ther  bolus  fcche ! 

Q,  moral  Oower  1  this  Boke  I  dlre«3e 
To  the  and  to  the  philoibphicall  Strode, 
To  voudilafe  there  nede  is  for  to  corrcde 
Of  your  benignities  and  zelis  gode } 
And  to  the  (bthfaft  Chrift,  that  ftarfc  on  rode, 
With  al  mine  hert  of  mercy  er  I  p^aie. 
And  to  the  Lorde  right  thus  (  Ipcke  and  iaie : 

Thou  One,  and  Two,  and  Hire!  etcmc  00  liw^ 
That  raignift  ate  in  Thre,  and  Two,  and  Oac ! 
Uncircumfcript,  and  all  maift  circvmicnvc. 
From  vifible  and  invidble  fone 
Defende  us  in  thy  mercy  everichcme ! 
So  make  us,  Jefus,  to  thy  mercy  digne, 
for  k{Te  of  mai/de  aod  ^oothir  thtnc  beniguel 
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A  DOLT  fcfon  till  a  careful!  dite 
Should  corrcTpoode  aod  be  equivalent; 
lUght  fe  it  was  whan  1  be^  to  write 
This  tragedy,  the  weder  right  fervent, 
Whan  Aries  in  middis  of  the  Lent 
Showris  of  haUe  gan  fro  the  north  diCccndc, 
That  fcantly  fro  the  cold  I  might  me  dcfcndc. 

Yet  ncrthcleffe  within  mine  orature 
I  ftode,  whan  Titan  had  his  bemis  bright 
Withdrawin  doun»  and  fcylid  undir  cure» 
And  fairc  Venus  the  bcaute  of  the  night, 
Upraife,  and  fette  unto  the  wefte  ful  right 
Her  goldin  face,  in  oppofitioun 
Of  god  Phttbus,  dircde  difccnding  doun. 

Throoghout  the  glaffe  her  bemis  braft  fo  £aire 
That  1  might  fc  on  every  fide  me  by, 
The  northrin  windc  hath  purified  the  aire. 
And  flicdde  his  mifty  doiidis  fro  the  ficie. 
The  frofte  frefid,  the  blaftis  bittirly 
Fro  pole  Artike  came  whiflring  loud  and  (hill, 
And  caufid  me  remove  ayenft  my  will : 

For  I  truftid  that  Venus,  Lov'is  queue. 
To  whom  fomtime  1  hight  obedience, 
My  ^dkl  hcrt  of  love  &e  would  make  grene, 
Aod  thcreupoo  with  humble  reverence 
I  thought  to  piaie  her  hie  magnificence. 
But  for  grete  colde  as  than  I  lettid  was. 
And  in  my  chambre  to  the  fire  gan  pas. 

TlMmgh  love  be  bote,  yet  in  a  man  of  age 
It  kiftidUth  oat  fo  fone  as  in  yottthed, 

♦  The  Autbor  of  The  Teflament  of  Creftklc,  which 
mlKht^ftfcir  the  flxth  book ofthi* ftory,  »»»»ej«n 
SZrmeSl  by  fir  )unc»  SrlMm  law  tart  ofluUy,  snd  di- 
JSySolfcholaw  of  the  Scottllh  nation,  wit  one  Mr. 
KbS^SSS;.  Chief  fchm>lma«cr  of  njmfcrhn^ 
Dttte  time  before  Chaucer  vra*  lirlt  prhiced,  aud  dedicated 
tiTlSmriJcwrvilirbrMr.  Thyaoe.  which  waa near  Uie 
c^Sf  bb>3|J.  Mr.  Headcrfoo  wlltHy  obfcrwinethat 
CfcSucer  Ui  hifflfth  book  had  related  the  ^J-^^  o^J'-*: 
III*,  but  fn«le  no  mcnttoo  what  became  of  CrefeWe.  he 
learnedl^takc*  upon  hlra.  In  a  fine  poetical  way.  to  cx- 
SS th7.SnSbSSit  and'cnd  due  foa  falfte  «ocorjttant 
wlSUr*»toi  c^mownjy  tcnnUiatcs  m  exucwc  mtfcry. 


Of  whom  thehlode  i^  flowing  in  a  rage. 
And  in  the  otde  the  corage  dul  and  ded, 
Of  whiche  the  firc'outwarde  is  heft  remed : 
To  hclpc  by  phifikc  whcr  that  nature  failed  ;^ 
I  am  cxpertc,  for  bothe  1  have  afiaiiedi 

I  made  the  fire  and  bekid  me  aboute. 
Than  tokc  I  drinke  my  fpiiitcs  to  comforfie. 
And  armid  me  wcl  fro  the  colde  theroutc ; 
To  cutte  the  wintir  night  and  make  it  Ihorte 
I  tokc  a  qncrc,  and  leftc  al  othir  fportc, 
Writin  by  worthy  Chaucer  glorious 
Of  faire  Crcfeidc  and  lufty  Troilus : 

And  there  I  foundc  aftir  that  Diomede 
Recevid  had  that  lady  bright  of  hewe 
How  Troilus  ncre  out  of  his  witte  abrcdc. 
And  wept  full  fore,  with  vifegcpalc  of  hewe 
For  virhich  wanhope  his  teris  gan  rencwe 
While  Efperus  rejoyfid  him  againe ; 
Thus  while  in  joic  he  lived  and  while  in  paine. 

Of  her  behcft  he  had  grete  comforting, 
Trufttng  to  Troic  that  Ihc  wold  make  relour, 
Whiche  he  dcfircd  moft  of  al  eithly  thing. 
For  why  1  flie  was  his  onely  paramour ; 
But  whan  he  fawe  pafiid  both  day  and  hour 
Of  her  gaincomc,  inforowe  gan  opjprcfle 
His  woful  htrte  in  care  and  hevincffe. 

Of  his  diftrcfie  me  nedith  nat  reherle. 
For  worthy  Chaucer  in  that  fami  bokc 
In  godely  termis  and  in  joly  verfc 
CompUid  hath  his  caris,  who  will  loke  : 
To  break  my  flepe  anothir  quere  I  toke. 
In  which  I  founde  the  fatal  deftiny 
Of  faire  Creieide,  which  cndid  wrctchidly. 

Who  wote  if  all  that  Chaucer  wrate  was  trcwe  I 
Nor  I  wote  nat  if  this  narradon 
Be  authorifcd,  oTforgid  of  the  ncwc 
Of  fome  poete  by  his  invencion. 
Made  to  reporte  the  hmentacion 
And  wofuU  cnde  of  this  lufty  Crefcide, 
And  what  diftrcfic  flic  was  in  or  flic  dclife* 
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Whan  Dlomedc  had  al  his  appetite 
And  more  fulfitled  of  this  faire  lady 
Upon  anothir  Tettc  was  his  delite, 
And  fcnde  to  her  a  libel  rcpudy, 
And  her  excluded  fro  hin  company  ; 
Than  defolate  (he  walkid  up  and  doun. 
As  fonne  men  fainc  in  the  courtc  as  commnne. 

O  faire  Crefeide  !  the  floure  and  a  per  fe 
Df  Troie  and  Grecc,  hbw  were  thou  fortunate 
To  chaungc  in  filthe  al  thy  feminite, 
And  be  with  flefhly  lull  fo  maculate, 
And  1^  among  the  Grckcscrly  and  late 
So  gigjlotlikc,  taking  thy  foulc  plefaunce  I 
I  have  pite  the  ihouid  fall  fuche  mifchaunce. 

Yet  ncrth^leffe,  what  cr  men  demc  or  fay 
In  fcomfal)  langagc  cf  thy  hruti|ilefle, 
I  (hall  cxcuic  as  ferforth  as  I  may 
Thy  womanhcd,  thy  wifedome,  and  fairnelTe, 
The  which  Fortune  hath  put  to  fuche  diftrefle, 
As  her  pkrfid,  and  nothing  throughe  the  giltc 
Of  the  through  wickid  langage  to  be  fpilte 

This  faire  lady,  on  this  wife  deftitute 
Of  al  comforte  and  confolatioun, 
Right  priTely,  without  fcloVfhip  or  refute* 
'Diflievelid,  paffid  out  of  the  tourt 
A  mile  or  two  unto  a  manlioun 
Bildidful'gaie,  where  her  fathir  Calchat 
"WTiich  than  among  the  Grekis  dwelling  was. 

Whan  her  he  faw  the  caufe  he  gan  enquire 
Of  her  coming :  (he  faid,  iighing  ful  fore, 
ForDiomede  had  gottin  his  defirc 
He  woxc  wery,  and  would  of  me  no  more. 
Quod  Calchas,  Doughtir  wcpe  thou  nat  therfore, 
Paravinture  al  comith  for  the  beft  : 
Welcome ;  to  me  thou  art  ful  dcre  a  gcft. 

This  olde  Calchas,  aftir  the  lawe  w4s  th6, 
Was  kepir  of  the  temple  as  a  prcOe 
In  whichc  Venus  and  her  fonnc  Qupido 
Were  honourid,  and  his  chambre  was  nei^, 
'Vo  which  Crefeide  with  bale  enewed  in  breft 
UAd  to  pafTe,  her  prayirs  for  to  faie, 
While  at  the  laft  upon  a  folempnc  dale, 

As  euftome  was,  the  peple  ferrc  and  nere 
Before  the  none  unto  the  temple  went 
With  facrificc  devout  in  ther  mancre ; 
But  ftil  Crefeide,  hevy  in  her  intent. 
Into  the  church  would  nat  herfelf  prefent. 
For  giving  of  the  peple*  any  deming 
Of  her  '^.xpulfe  fro  Diomede  the  King, 

But  paiBd  into  a  fecrcte  oratore. 
Where  ftc  might  wepc  her  wofuU  dcfliny; 
Behinde  her  backe  Cbe  dofid  fall  the  dorc. 
And  on  her  kneis  bare  fel  douti  in  hie ; 
Upon  Venus  and  Cupide  angirly 
She  cryid  out,  and  fayid  in  this  wife, 
^^s  that  er  I  made  you  facrifife ! 

Ye  gave  me  ones  a  divine  rcfponfailc 
That  I  Ihould  be  the  f.ourc  of  love  in  Troie ; 
Now  am  I  made  an  unworthy  outwaile. 
And  al  in  care  tranflatid  is  my  joic  : 
'W^ho  (hill  me  gide  ?  who  ihal  me  now  convoie, 
Sithc  I  ^o  Diomedc  and  noble  Troilus 
Am  dc:.c  tstludcd,  abje(5l,  cdlous? 


O  falfe  Cnpidc  I  none  is  to  witc  but  th««, 
And  the  mothir*of  Love,  that  blinde  goddace; 
Ye  caufed  me  nndirfUnde  alwaie  and  trow 
The  fede  of  love  was  fowin  on  my  face, 
And  aie  grcwe  grene  thorough  your  fople  grac< ; 
But  now,  alas !  that  fede  with  froft  is  fltise, 
And  I  fro  lovirs  lefte  and  all  forlaine. 

Whafi  this  was  faid,  doun  in  an  extafy, 
Ravilhed  in  fpiritc,  in  a  dreme  flie  fel, 
And  by  apparaunce  herde  where  Ihe  did  lie 
Cupide  the  King  tinging  a  filvir  bel. 
Which  men  might  here  fro  hevin  into  hel. 
At  whofc  founde  before  Cupido  aperes 
The  fevcn  planets  difcending  fro  the  fpheres, 

Whiche  hath  powir  of  al  thing  gene'rablc. 
To  rule  and  ftert  by  their  gret  in&eoce 
Wedir  and  winde,  and  courfe  variable ; 
And  firft  of  al  Satume  gave  his  fentencci 
Whiche  gave  to  Cupide  litil  reverence. 
But  as  a  boiilous  chorle  in  his  mancre 
Came  crabV«dly  with  aufbine  loke  and  chere. 

His  face  frounfid,  his  lere  was  like  thelede. 
His  rethe  chattrid,  and  (hivered  with  the  chin, 
His  eyin  droupid,  whole  fonkin  in  his  hede, 
Out  at  hift^nofc  the  mildrop  faft  gan  rin, 
With  lippis  blew,  and  chekis  Icne  and  thin, 
The  ifeickils  that  fro  his  heer  doune  hoDge 
Was  wondir  grete,  and  as  a  fpere  as  longe ; 

Attour  his  belte  his  liart  lockis  laie 
Feltrid  unfaire,  or  fret  with  froilis  hore. 
His  garmeAt  and  his  gite  ful  g;.y  of  graie. 
His  widrid  wcde  fro  him  the  windc  out  worej 
A  bouftous  bowe  within  his  honde  he  bore, 
Undir  his  girdle*  a  falhe  of  fclone  flains 
Fedrid  with  ife  and  hcdid  with  holftains. 

I'han  Jupiter  right  faire  and  amiable, 
God  of  the  flcrris  m  the  firmament, 
And  norice  to  al  thing  gcnerable. 
Fro  his  fathir  Saturne  farrc  different, 
With  burly  face,  and  browis  bright  and  brent^ 
Upon  his  hed  a  garlonde  wondris  gaie 
Of  flouris  faire,  as  it  h#d  ben  in  Maie ; 

His  voice  was  clcrc,  as  criftal  was  his  cien. 
As  goldin  wier  fo  glittring  was  his  here. 
His  garment  arid  his  gite  ful  gaie  of  grene. 
With  goldin  liftisgilte  on  every  gere, 
A  burly  brandy  about  his  middle*  he  here, 
And  in*'his  right  hand  he  had  a  groundin  fpcrr, 
Of  his  fathir  the  wrothe  fro  us  to  here. 

Next  af^if  jiim  came  Mars,  the  god  of  ire, 
Of  ftrife,  debate,  and  all  difcencioun. 
To  chide  and  fight  as  ficrfe  as  any  fire. 
In  harde  hamiefie  hewmonde  and  habcrgiooii. 
And  on  his  haunch  a  roufty  fel  faiichoun, 
And  in  his  hande  he  bad  a  roufly  fworde. 
Writhing  his  face,  with  many  angary  wordc ; 

Shaking  his  brande  before  Cupide  he  com^ 
With  red  vifage  and  grifly  glowing  eicn. 
And  at  his  mouth  a  blubbit  ftode  of  fome. 
Like  to  a  bore  whetting  his  tuikis  kene. 
Right  tulfurelike,  but  tcmperaunce  in  tcne, 
An  home  he  blcwe  with  many  bouftous  bragf*» 
Whichc  althisworldwithwanehathraadetowa^^ 
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Than  tuteFhoibnslaiitemc  and  lam pe  of  light, 
Of  man  an4  beil  both  firutc  and  floriihingy 
Tcndir  norice,  and  baniibir  of  night, 
And  of  the  worlde  caufing  by  his  moving 
And  influence  life  in  al  crthly  thing, 
Without  comfortc  of  whom  of  force  to  nought 
Mnft  go  dyin  all  that  this  world  hath  wrought. 

As  king  royall  he  rode  upon  a  chare, 
liiewhiche  Phaeton  fomtime  gided  unright. 
The  brightneiTc  of  his  face  whan  it  was  baFO 
Non  might  beholde  for  perfing  of  his  fight. 
This  goldin  carte  with  firy  bemis  bright 
Foure  yokid  ftcdis  ful  different  of  hewe 
But  teute  or  tiring  through  the  fpheris  drew. 

Xhe  firft  was  forde,  with  mane  as  red  as  rofe, 
Callid  £oye  in  the  orient ; 
The  feconde  ftede  to  name  hight  Sthiofe, 
Whitely  and  pale,  and  foradele  afcendent ; 
The  third  Pyrois,  right  bote  and  fervent ; 
The  fourth  was  blak,  and  callid  Phlegone; 
Which  roUith  Phcebus  doun  into  the  fe. 

Venus  was  there  prefent,  that  goddcs  gay. 
Her  fonn'is  quarrel  to  defende,  and  make 
Her  owne  complaint,  cladde  in  a  nice  aray. 
The  one  halfe  grene,  th*  othir  halfe  iable  blake. 
White  hccr  as  gold,  kcmbit  and  fliede  abake. 
But  in  her  face  fcmid  grcte  variaunce. 
Whiles  parfite  truth  and  whilis  inconflauncc. 

Undir  finiling  (he  was  diilimulatey 
Provocative  with  blinkis  amorous, 
iAxid  Ibdainly  chaungid  and  alterate. 
Angry  as  any  fcrpent  venomous. 
Right  pungitive  with  wordis  odious ; 
Thus  variaunt  (he  was  who  lift  ukc  kepe. 
With  one  eye  laugh  and  with  the  othir  wepe. 

In  tokening  that  al  flefbely  paramour. 
Which  Venus  hath  in  rule  and  govirnaunce, 
U  fometime  fwete,  fometime  bittir  and  four. 
Right  unftable,  and  ful  of  variaunce, 
Minglid  with  careful  joyc  and  falfe  plefaunce. 
Now  hotte,  now  colde,  now  blith,  now  ful  of  wo, 
Now  grcnc  as  lefc,  now  widrid  and  ago. 

With  boke  in  hand  than  come  Mercurious, 
Right  eloquent  and  ful  of  rcthorie. 
With  police  termis  and  delicious. 
With  penne  and  inke  to  reporte  al  redie, 
St'tting  fongis  and  fingtng  merily. 
His  hode  was  red  heclid  attour  his  croun. 
Like  til  apoete  of  the  olde  fafioun. 

I^oxis  he  bare  with  £ne  eleduares 
And  fugrid  liropes  for  digeftion, 
Spicis  belonging  to  the  potiquares. 
With  many  wholfome  fwcte  confedion, 
I>o^or  in  phi  like  cledde  in  fcarlet  goun. 
And  furrid  wcl,  as  fuche  one  ought  to  be, 
Honch  and  gode,  and  nat  a  worde  couth  lie. 

Next  after  him  come  Lady  Cynthia 
The  lafte  of  al,  and  fwiftift  in  her  fphcrc. 
Of  colour  Make,  buflcid  with  homis  twa, 
An^  in  the  night  Ihe  liflith  beft  t'  apcre, 
Havre  as  the  Iced,  of  colour  nothing  clcre, 
Fof  al  the  light  Ihe  borrowcth  at  her  brother 
I'uan^  for  of  bcr  fclfe  ihe  hath  non  other. 
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Her  gite  was  gray  and  ful  of  fpottit  blake. 
And  on  her  breft  a  chorla  paintid  ful  even, 
Bering  a  bnihe  of  thomis  on  his  bake, 
Whiche  for  his  theft  might  clime  no  ner  the  heves* 
Thus  when  thei  gadrid  were  the  goddit  feven 
Mercnrius  thei  chofed  with  one  affent 
To  be  fore-fpekir  in  the  parliment. 

Who  had  ben  there  and  liking  for  to  here 
His  faconde  tonge  and  teftnis  exquifite. 
Of  retborike  the  pradike  he  might  lere. 
In  brefe  fermon  a  preignant  fente^ce  write. 
Before  Cupide,  vaUng  his  cappe  a  lite, 
Speris  the  caufe  of  that  vocacioun. 
And  he  anon  fliewde  his  entencioun. 

IjO,  quod  Cupide,  who  wol  blafpheme  the  name 
Of  his  owne  god  either  in  worde  or  dede 
To  al  goddis  he;  doeth  bothe  loffc  and  fliame. 
And  ihould  have  bittir  painis  to  his  mede; 
I  fai^  this  by  yondir  wrctche  Crefeide, 
The  whiche  through  me  wu  fomtime  flour  of  love; 
Me*  and  my  mothir  flie  ftately  can  reprove. 

Saying  of  her  gret  inftlicite 
I  was  the  caufe,  and  my  mothir  Venus 
She  called  a  blinde  goddes  and  might  nat  fe, 
With  fdanndir  and  defame  injurious ; 
Thus  her  living  undene  and  lechirout 
She  would  retorte  on  me  and  my  motlier, 
To  whom  I  fliowde  my  gra^  above  al  other. 

And  fithe  ye  are  al  fevin  deficate 
Participant  of  divine  fapience. 
This  gret  injury  done  to*  our  high  eftate 
Me  thiake  with  paine  we  fliuld  make  recompence; 
Was  ner  to  goddis  done  fuche  violence ; 
As  wel  for  you  as  for  my  felfe  I  faie, 
Therfore  go  help  to  revenge  I  yoo  praie. 

Mercurius  to  Cupide  gave  anfwere. 
And  iaid.  Sir  King,  my  counfaile  is  that  ye 
Rcferre  you  to  the  hyift  planet  here. 
And  take  to  him  tht  lowift  of  degre. 
The  paine  of  Crefeide  for  to  modifie. 
As  God  Satume  with  him  take  Cynthia. 
I  am  content  (quod  he)  to  take  thei  twa. 

Than  thus  procedid  Satume  and  the  Mone,     , 
Whan  thei  the  matir  ripely  had  digeft. 
For  the  difpite  to  Cupide  that  flie*  had  done. 
And  to  Venus  opin  and  manifeft. 
In  al  her  life  with  pain  to  be  opreft. 
And  turment  fore,  with  fikeneflc  incurable. 
And  to  al  lovirs  be  abhominable. 

This  doleful  fentence  Saturne  toke  in  handf. 
And  paflid  dotm  where  careful  Crefeide  laie. 
And  on  her  hed  he  laide  a  Crofty  wande. 
Than  laufiiUy  on  this  wife  gan  he  faie ; 
Thy  grete  faimefle  and  al  thy  beauty  gaic. 
Thy  wanton  blode,  and  eke  thy  goldin  here. 
Here  1  exclude  fro  the  for  evirmere  : 

I  chaunge  thy  mirthe  into  melancoly, 
Whiche  is  the  mothir  of  al  penfivcneflc. 
Thy  moiftir  and  thy  hete  to  colde  and  dry, 
I'hine  infolence,  thy  plaie  and  wantonnefle,- 
To  grete  difefe,  thy  pompe  and  thy  richelle 
Into  mortal  nede  and  grete  penurie ; 
Thou  fuffre  flialt,  and  as  a  beggir  die. 
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O  crtttl  Saturne !  froward  and  angrie, 
Hardc  is  thy  dome  and  to  mallcioui. 
Of  faire  Cr«icide  why  haft  thou  no  mercie, 
Whiche  was  fo  fwete,  gentill,  and  amorous  f 
Withdrawe  thy  fentence  and  be  gracions. 
As  you  were  Bcr,  fo  iiewith  through  thy  dede 
A  wrckefiol  fentence  givin  On  Crefcide. 

Than  Cynthia,  whan  Satitme  psft  awaie. 
Out  of  her  fete  difcendid  doonl  blive. 
And  red  a  bill  on  Oefeide  mtbere  ibc  hue. 
Containing  thlt  fentence  diffinitive, 
Fro  hcle  of  body  here  I  the  deprive, 
And  to  thy  fikeneffe  (hai  be  no  recare, 
But  in  dolour  thy  dayis  to  cndtire ; 

Thy  criftal  eyen  mengid  with  Mode  I  make, 
11«y  Toice  fo  dere  unplefaunt  here  and  hace. 
Thy  luftie  lere  orfpred  with  fpottis  blake. 
And  lumpis  hawe  appering  in  thy  face, 
Where  tbou  comift  echc  man  (hall  file  die  place; 
Thus  ihalt  thou  go  begging  fro  hous  to  bout 
With  cuppe  andclappir,  like  a  X^asaront. 

This  dolie  drcme,  this  ugly  Tifioun, 
Brought  till  an  ende,  Crefeide  fro  it  awoke, 
And  all  that  coarte  and  conTocactoun 
Vaoi{hed  awaie ;  than  rofe  (he  up  and  toke 
A  pollflied  glafle,  and  her  ihadowe  couth  loke, 
And  whan  (he  fawe*  her  vifage  fo  dpibrmate 
If  flic  in  herte  were  wo  I  n'ote,  Qod  wate. 

Weping  fnl  fore,  Lo !  what  it  is  (quod  (he) 
With  froward  langage  for  to  move  and  ftere 
Ourcrabbid  goddes!  and  fo*  is  fcne  on  mc; 
My  bhfphcming  now  have  I  bought  ful  dere, 
All  yerthly  joic  and  mirthe  I  fet  arerc ; 
Alas  this  dale,  alas  this  woful  tide, 
Whan  1  began  with  my  goddls  to  chide  ! 

By  this  was  faied  a  childe  came  fro  the  hal 
To  warne  Crefcide  the  fuppir  was  rcclic, 
Pirft  knockid  at  the  dore,  and  eft  couth  call, 
Madame,  your  fathir  biddith  yau  cum  in  liie. 
He  hath  manreile  fo  long  on  grofe  ye  lie. 
And  feith  your  bedis  beth  to  long  fomdele. 
The  goddis  wote  all  your  entcnt  full  wrle. 

Quod  (he,  Faire  child ,  go  to  nty  fathir  dcrc, 
And  praie  him  come  to  fpeke  with  me  anon ; 
And  fo  he  did,  and  faied,  Doughth*,  what  chere  ? 
Alas !  (quod  (he)  fathir,  my  mirthe  is  gone< 
How  fo  f  (quod  he)  and  (he  gan  all  expone 
As  I  haTc  toM,  the  vengeaiunce  and  the  wraka 
For  her  tielpasCupide  on  her  cout|»  take. 

He  lokid  on  her  ugly  lepir*s  face, 
The  whiche  before  was  white  as  lily  flour, 
Wringing  his  handes  oftimis  faied  Alaae 
That  he  had  lived  to  fe  that  wofull  hour  ! 
For  he  knewe  well  that  there  was  no  focour 
To  her  fiknefle,  and  that  doublid  his  pain : 
1'hus  was  there  care  tnow  betwixt  *hem  twain. 

Whaa  thei  togidn*  monrnid  had  full  lang, 
Quod  Crefeide,  Fathir,  I  would  nat  he  kende, 
TEcrfore  in  fecrete  wiie  ye  let  me  gange 
To  yon  hofpitall  at  the  tonn*i^ende. 
And  thidir  fome  mete  for  charite  me  fende 
To  live  upon,  for  alt  mirth  in  this  ycrth 
B  fro  me  gone,  foche  is  my  wickid  wcrth. 


Whan  in  a  mantill  and  a  bevlr  hit, 
With  cuppe  and  clappir,  wondir  privily 
He'  opened  a  fecrete  gate,  and  out  thent 
Convcyid  her  that  no  man  (hould  efpie. 
There  to  a  village  half?  a  mik  thrrcbie 
Delivered  her  in  at  the  fpittill  hous. 
And  daily  fente  her  part  of  his  almoas. 

Sum  knew  her  weU,  and  fum  had  no  kDOwIeg« 
Of  her,  bicaule  (be  was  fo  deformate. 
With  bilis  blake  orfpred  In  her  vifage. 
And  her  fairt  colour  fadid  and  ak'crate ; 
Yet  thei  prefnmid  for  her  hie  regrate 
And  (Hll  mourning  ihe  was  of  noble  kin. 
With  biuir  will  there  thei  tokin  her  in. 

The  daie  paflid,  wad  Phoebus  went  to  refi^ 
The  cloudis  blake  otwhelid  ail  the  iki«, 
God  wote  if  Crefeide  were  a  forowfnll  geft« 
Seing  that  oncoBth  fare  and  herborie ; 
But  mete  or  drinke  file  drelEd  her  to  lie 
In  a  darke  comir  of  the  hous  alone. 
And  on  this  Wife  weping  (he  made  her  mon^ 
HereftUvodk  iBe  cvmplaifd  •/  Crefeide. 
O  foppe  of  forowc  foiikin  into  care ! 
O  caitife  Crefeide  now  and  evirmare ! 
Oon  is  thy  joie  and  al  thy  mirthe  in  ycrth ; 
Of.  all  blithncfn;  now  art  thou  blake  and  bare; 
There  is  no  falve  that  helpin  maie  thy  fare; 
Fell  is  thy  fortune,  wickid  is  thy  wcrthe, 
Tliy  hWSe  is  banilhed,  and  thy  bale  unberde ; 
Undir  the  grete  God  if  I  gravin  ware 
Wher  men  of  Grece  pe  yet  of  Troie  might  hcr4 ' 
J     Where  is  thy  chambir  wantonly  befene. 
With  burly  bed  andbjankits  broudid  bene, 
Spicis  and  wine  to  thy  colattoun, 
The  cuppis  an  of  gold  and  filver  (bene. 
Thy  fwete  metis  fervid  in  platis  dene. 
With  favere  fauce  of  a  gode  falhtonn. 
Thy  gaie  garmentes  with  many  godcly  gona. 
Thy  plc(aunt  launt  pinntd  with  goldin  pene  f 
All  is  arere  thy  grete  roiall  renoun. 

Where  is  thy  gardcin  with  thy  Orecis  gaie^ 
And  frelhd  flouris,  which  the  queue  Floraie 
Had  paintid  pkfauntly  in  every  painc. 
Where  thou  were  wont  full  merily  in  Maie 
To  walke,  and  take  the  dctre  by  it  was  daaciQ 
And  here  the  merle  and  mavife  many  one, 
Witli  ladies  faire  in  carolling  to  gone. 
And  fe  ther  roiall  renkis  in  ther  rate  } 

This  lepir  logc  take  for  thy  godcly  boure^ 
And  for  thy  bed  take  now  a  bounchc  of  (Iro^  ^ 
For  wailid  wine  and  metis  thou  had  tho 
Take  moulid  bred,  pirate  and  fidir  foure, 
BAt  cuppe  and  clappir  is  alt  now  ago. 

My  clere  voice  and  my  courtly  carolKn^ 
Is  ranke  as  roke,  full  hidous  here  and  bace, 
Dcformid  is  the  figure  of  my  ftce. 
To  loke  on  it  no  peplfc  hath  liking. 
So  fped  in  (ight,  I  faie  with  fore  (ighing 
Lying  cmong  the  lepir  folke,  Alas ! 

O  ladies  faire  of  Troie  and  Grece !  atteodf 
My  frcile  fortune,  mine  infelicite. 
My  grete  mifchcfe  whic|i  no  man  can  amen^ 
And  ia  your  n^indc  4,  mirrour  make  of  nx^ 
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As  I  am  nc^  pa^Yintm«  that  je. 
For  al  your  might,  maf  come  to  the  fame  epde 
OrcUtsworfe,  if  any  wor(e  maic  be ; 
Beware  therefore,  apprnchith  ncre  your  eade. 

Nought  is  your  faimcile  but  a  fading  floure» 
Nought  if  your  famous  lapde  and  hie  honour 
But  windc  inflate  in  othir  mennis  eres. 
Your  ro(kig  redds  to  roting  ihall  retoure^ 
Exemple  make  of  me  in  your  memoure, 
Whic^  of  fochc  thingis  wofuU  witnca  berei^ 
Al  welth  in  yerth  as  wind  awaie  it  werct ; 
Beware  therfore,  approchith  nere  your  hour. 

Thus  chiding  with  her  drerie  deftine 
Weping  (he  woke  the  night  fro  ende  to  ende : 
Bat  all  in  vain;  her  dole,  her  carefuU  crie. 
Might  not  remedc,  ne  yet  her  mourning  mendi 
A  lepir  ladie  rofe  and  to  her  wende, 
And  faicd,  Why  fpumill  thou  again  the  wall 
To  fle  thy  fclf,  and  mende  nothing  at  all  ? 

Sith  that  thy  weping  but  doublith  thy  wo, 
I  counfaile  the  make  vertue  of  a  nede. 
Go  leme  to  clappe  thy  dappir  to  and  fro. 
And  lerne  aftir  the  lawe  of  lepers  lede. 
There  was  no  bote,  but  forthwith  than  fhe  yede 
Fro  place  to  place,  while  cold  and  hungir  r«re 
Compellid  her  to  be  a  ranke  beggore. 

That  fame  time  of  Troie  the  garnifoun, 
Whichc  had  the  cheftain  worthy  Troilus 
Ihrough  jcoperdy  of  warre  had ftrikin  donn 
Knightis  of  Grece  in  nombir  marvellous, 
With  grctte  triumphe  and  laude  vidoriotts 
Again  to  Troie  right  roially  thei  rode 
The  waie  wher  Qrefeidc  with  the  lepir  (lode. 

Seing  that  companle  come  with  o  ileven  ^ 

The!  gaTc  a  crie,  and  fhokc  cuppis,  Gode  fpede, 
Worthie  lordis !  for  GodH'is  love  of  heven 
To  us  lepirs  part  of  your  alraofe  dede ! 
Than  to  her  crie  noble  Troilus  tokf  hede, 
Having  pite,  nere  by  the  place  gan  pas 
Where  Crcfeide  fat,  nat  weting  what  (he  was. 
Than  upon  him  (he  kcd  up  bothe  her  eyen. 
And  with  a  blinke  it  come  intill  his  thought 
That  he  fomtime  her  face  before  had  fein, 
Bot  (he  was  in  foche  plight  he  knew  her  nought, 
Tet  than  her  loke  into  his  minde  he  brought. 
The  fwete  vifage  and  amorous  blenking 
Of  faire  Crcfeide,  fomtime  his  own  derlmg. 

No  wondir  was  fuppofe  in  mind  that  he 
Toke  her  figure  fo  fone;  and  lo  f  now  why 
The*  idea  of  a  thing  in  cafe  maie  be 
So  depe  enprintid  in  the  fantafie 
That  it  deludith  the  wittes  outwardly. 
And  fo  appereth  in  forme  and  hke  e(Ute 
Within  the  minde  as  it  was  (igurate. 

A  fparkc  of  love  than  til  his  hcrt  couth  fpring, 
And  kindilid  his  body  in  a  fire 
With  bote  fevir,  in  fwette,  and  trembiling 
Him  toke,  while  he  was  redie  to  esfpire; 
1*0  bexe  his  (bilde  his  bred  begon  to  tire. 
Within  a  while  he  channgid  many*  a  hewe. 
And  nerthelcsoatone  anothir  knewe. 

For  knightly  pite  and  memoriell 
Of  hhc  Crcfeide  a  girdiil  gan  he  take, 
A  purfe  of  golde,  and  many*  a  gaie  ]ewell| 
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And  in  the,ftirte  of  Crcfeide  dmin  gan  (hake. 
Than  rode  awaie,  and  nat  a  worde  he  fpakf , 
Penfife  in  herte,  while  he  came  to  the  toune. 
And  foir  grete  care  oft  (ith  almodc  fell  doune. 

The  lepre  folke  to  Crcfeide  then  couth  araw. 
To  fe  the  equall  didribucioun 
Of  the  almo(e;  but  whan  the  golde  they  fawe 
Eche  one  to  othir  privily  gan  roun. 
And  faied,  Yon  lorde  hath  more  afledioun^ 
Hower  it  be,  unto  yon  Lozarous 
Than  to  us  all,  we  knewe  hy  his  almons. 

What  lorde  is  yon,  (quod  (be)  have  ye  no  ^1^ 
That  doeth  to  us  fo  grete  hun^anite  ? 
Yes,  quod  a  lepre  map,  I  knowc  him  wele^ 
Troilus  it  is,  a  knight  gentle  and  ire^ 
Whan  Crefeide  undirftode  that  it  was  he 
Stiffir  than  fteic  there  (lerte  a  bittir  (lound 
Throughout  her  hert,  and  fill  doune  to  the  gronoJ^ 

Whan  (he,  orcome  with  fighing  fore  and  lad. 
With  nuny*  a  carefull  crie  and  cold  atone. 
Now  is  my  breft  with  ftormie  ftonndis  (lad, 
Wrappid  in  wo,  oh  wretchfuU  will  of  one ! 
Than  fell  in  fwoun  ful  oft  or  (he  would  fone. 
And  evir  in  her  fwouning  cried  (he  thus, 

0  falfe  Crcfeide,  and  true  knight  Troilus! 
Thy  love,  thy  laude,  and  all  thy  gentilneflt^ 

1  comptid  fmall  in  my  profperite. 
So  efilatid  1  was  in  wantonnefife. 

And  clambe  upon  the  fickle  whele  fo  hie. 
All  faithe  and  love  I  promittid  to  the 
Was  in  thy  felf  fikill  and  furious  ;  - 

0  falfe  Crefeide,  and  true  knight  Troilus  ? 
For  love  of  nte  thou  kept  thy  countinaunco 

Honeft  aqd  chaft  in  converfacion ; 
Of  all  women  prote^our  and  defence 
Thou  were,  and  helpid  ther  opinion  : 
My  minde  on  fiefiily  fouie  affedion 
Was  enclinid  to  luftis  lecherous ; 
Fie,  falfe  Crcfeide  1  o  true  knight  Troilus! 
JLovirs,  beware,  and  take  gode  hede  about 
Whom  that  ye  love,  for  whan  ye  fufire  pain 

1  let  you  wit  there  is  right  fcwe  throughout 
Whom  ye  maie  truft  to  have  true  love  again} 
Prove  whan  you  woU,  your  labour  is  in  vaii^ 
Therfore  I  rede  ye  take  them  as  ye  finde. 
For  thei  are  fad  as  wedircocke  in  winde 

Bicaufe  I  knowe  the  grete  unftablenelTe, 
Brittle  as  glalfe,  unto  my  felfe  I  fair, 
Trufting  in  othir  as  grete  brutilnclTe, 
As  inconftannt,  and  as  untrue  of  faie; 
Though  fome  be  true  I  wot  right  few  ar  thei  ? 
Who  findith  truthe  let  him  his  lady  rufe ; 
None  but  my  felf  as  now  1  woll  accufe. 

Whan  this  was  faid,  with  papir  (he  fat  donn. 
And  in  thb  manir  made  her  Teftamept; 
Here  I  bequeth  my  corfe  and  carioun 
With  wormis  and  with  todis  to  be  rent. 
My  cuppe,  my  clappir,  and  mine  ornament. 
And  all  my  gold,  thcfe  lepre  folke  (hall  have. 
Whan  I  am  dedde  to  burie  me  in  grave. 

This  roiall  ring,  fet  with  this  rubie  reddc^ 
Whiche  Troilus  in  dowrie  to  me  fende. 
To  him  again  I  leve  it  whan  I  am  dcddc. 
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To  make  my  careful  deth  unto  him  kende  . 
Thus  I  conclude  Ihortly  and  make  an  ende; 
>ly  fpVit  I  Icvc  to  Diane,  where  (he  dwcUes, 
To  walke  with  her  in  waft  wodis  and  welles. 

'  O  Diomede !  thou  haft  bothc  broche  and  belte 
Whiche  Troilus  gave  me  in  tokining 
Of  his  true  love ;  and  with  that  worde  (he  fwelt. 
And  Tone  a  Icpirman  toke  off  the  ring. 
Than  huried  her  withoutin  urjring ; 
To  Troilus  forthwith  the  ring  he  bare. 
And  of  Creletde  the  deth  he  gan  declare. 

i'Whan  he  had  herd  her  grete  infirmite, 
Her  Icgacie,  and  lamcntacioun, 
And  how  (he  cndld  in  fuch  poverte. 
He  fwelte  for  wo,  and  fell  doune  in  a  fwonn. 
For  forowe  bis  hcrt^  to  braft  was  boua, 


Sighing  full  fadljr  &ied  I  can  no  tn6tt4 
She  was  untrue,  and  wo  m  me  therfore. 

Some  faith  he  made  a  tombe  of  marble  gnie. 
And  wrote  her  name  and  fupcrfcripcioun. 
And  laid  it  on  her  grave  whereas  (he  laie^ 
In  golden  lettirs,  conteining  this  refoun  ; 
1,0 !  faire  ladies,  Crcfeide  of  Troie  toun, 
Sonitime  condptid  the  floure  of  womanhed, 
Uadir  this  ftone,  late  lepir,  lyith  dedde  ! 

Now  worthy  women,  in  this  balade  (hor(^ 
Made  for  your  worihip  and  inftrudion. 
Of  ciiaritc  I  moniflie  and  exhorte, 
Minge  nat  your  love  with  falfe  difcepcioo, 
Bere  in  your  rainde  this  fore  conclufion 
Of  faire  Crcfeide  as  I  have  (aied  before  i 
Sith  ihc  is  dedde  I  fpckc  of  her  no  mor<w- 
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A  TBOOSAND  ttmts  I  have  herd  men  tell 
That  there  i«  joie  in  heven  and  pain  in  hell. 
And  t  acord  it  wele  that  it  is  To, 
But  nath^Icfie  yet  wot  I  wele  alfo 
That  there  n'is  non  dwelling  in  this  countre 
That  eithir  hath  in  heven  or  hell  ibe, 
Ne  maie  of  it  none  othir  waies  wittin 
But  as  he  herd  faied  or  found  it  writtin. 
For  by  afiaie  there  maie  no  man  it  preve. 

But  God  forbede  bat  that  men  ikaldin  leve 
Well  more  thing  than  thei  han  feen  with  eye  1 
Men  ihall  nat  wenin  every  thing  a  lie 
But  if  him(eir  it  feeth  or  els  it  doeth, 
For  God  wote  thing  is  neVir  the  IcSt  foth 
Though  every  wight  ne  maie  it  not  ife. 

Bemarde  the  monke  ne  faogh  not  all  pirde« 
ThaD  mot^  we  to  bolus  that  we  finde, 
(Through  which  the  o\di  thingis  ben  in  minde) 
And  to  t^e  dodrine  of  thefe  oldd  wife, 
Yeve  credence  in  cv^ry  flcilfull  wife. 
That  tellin  of  thefe  old  apprevid  ftoriet 
Of  holines,  of  reignis,  of  vidories. 
Of  love,  of  hate,  and  othir  fondrie  thinges. 
Of  ^whiche  I  maie  notmakin  reherfinges; 
And  if  that  old*^  bokis  were  awaie 
1  kyme  were  of  all  remembraunce  the  kaie. 

Well  cmght  us  than  hononrin  and  beleve 
Thefe  bokis  there  we  han  none  othir  preve. 

And  as  for  me,  though  chat  I  can  but  lite. 
On  bokis  for  to  rede  I  me  delite, 
And  to  'hem  yeve  I  faithe  and  ful  credence, 
And  in  mine  bene  have  'hem  in  rev^ence 
So  hertily,  that  there  is  game  none 
That  fro  my  bokis  makith  me  to  gone. 
But  it  be  feldome,  on  the  holie  dale, 
Save  certainly  whan  that  th^  month  of  Maie 
b  comin,  and  1  here  the  foulis  fing, 
And  that  the  flonris  ginnin  for  to  fpring, 


,  »  Some  Udks  In  the  court  took  offence  at  Chaucer's 
hrfre  rperchct  aKaintt  the  unuurb  oi  wgmcn,  theret'ore  the 
Q^ivcn  caJ  'f^cu  him  to  compile  th|>  bc^ik  In  thecom- 
rrentJadon  »f  fliri'iry  maiden*  anU  w)ve*  who  ihcwed 
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hzem.  wricteu  ^(tor  rhc  Fi«wct  ^oi  ihc  LcaU 


Farewell  ray  boke  and  my  devoeioo. 

Now  have  I  thaa  eke  this  condicion^ 
That  above  all  the  flouris  in  the  mede 
Than  love  I  mofle  thefe  flouris  white  and  redi\ 
Soche  that  men  callin  Dailies  in  our  toun; 
To  them  have  I  fo  grete  af{e6fcioun, 
As  1  (aied  erft,  whan  comin  is  the  Male, 
That  in  my  bedde  there  dawith  me  no  daio 
That  I  n'am  up  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  fene  this  floure  ayenft  the  funn^  fprede 
Whan  it  upriiith  erly  by  the  morowe ; 
That  blitfull  fight  foftinith  all  my  forowe{ 
So  glad  am  1  when  that  I  have  prefenc& 
Of  it  to  doin  it  all  reverence. 
As  (he  that  is  of  all  flouris  the  floure, 
Fulfillid  of  all  vertuc  and  honoure. 
And  evir  Hike  faire  and  freihe  of  hewc 
As  wel  in  wintir  as  in  fummir  newe; 
This  love  1  evre',  and  (hall  until  I  die. 
All  fwore  I  not  of  this,  I  woll  nat  lie. 

There  lovid  no  wight  hottir  in  his  life; 
And  whan  that  it  is  eve  I  rennd  blithe. 
As  (one  as  evir  the  funne  ginnith  weft,       ' 
To  fene  this  floure  how  it  woll  go  to  reft ; 
For  fere  of  night,  fo  haitrh  flie  derkncfle. 
Her  '^ere  is  plainly  fpred  in  the  brightnefi*e 
Of  the  funn^,  for  there  it  woll  uaclofe  : 
Alas  that  I  ne'  had  EngUflie,  rime,  or  profe, 
Suffii'aunt  this  floure  to  praife  aright ! 
But  helpith  ye  that  han  conning  and  might, 
Yc  lovir"?,  that  can  make  of  fentiment ; 
In  this  cafe  ought  ye  to  be  diligent 
To  forthrin  me  fomwhat  in  my  labour, 
Whether  ye  ben  with  the  Lefe  or  the  Flour^ 
For  well  I  wote  that  ye  han  here  bcfome 
Of  making  ropen  and  lad  awaie  the  corne. 
And  I  come  aftir  glening  here  and  there, 
And  am  full  glad  if  I  maie  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  godely  worde  that  yehanlefte; 
And  though  it  happe  me  to  rehcrfin  eft 
That  ye  han  in  your  frelhc  fongis  died 
Forberith  ine,  and  beth  not  ill  apaied, 
Sith  that  ye  fe  I  doe  it  in  the*  honour 
Of  Love^  a]»d  cj&c  in  ftrrice  of  Utv-  flour^ 
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Whom  that  I  fenre  at  I  have  wit  or  might; 

She  is  the  clerenefle  and  the  Tery  light 

That  in  this  derke  world  me  windith  and  ledcth ; 

The  hcrt  within  mj  wofiiU  hreft  you  dredeth 

And  loveth  fo  fore,  that  ye  hen  verily 

The  maiftris  of  my  wit  and  nothing  1 ; 

My  worde,  my  workes,  is  knit  fb  in  your  honde. 

That  as  an  harpe  obeyith  to  the  honde. 

And  makith  foone  aftir  his  fingiring. 

Right  fo  mowe  ye  out  of  mine  hert^  bring 

Soch  voice  rieht  as  you  lift  to  laugh  or  pain ; 

Be  ye  mr  gmde  and  ladie  fovirain  : 

As  to  mine  yerthly  god  to  you  I  call 

Bothe  in  this  wcrkc  and  my  forowis  aH. 

But  wheifbre  that' I  fpake  to  yeve  credenct 

To  old  dories,  and  doen  'hem  reverence. 

And  that  men  muilin  mor^  thing  bileve 

Than  men  may  iene  at  eye  or  ellis  preve» 

That  ihall  I  fein  whan  that  I  fe  my  time ; 

I  maie  not  all  at  amis  ^ke  lA  rime  ^ 

My  bufie  ghoft«  that  thurfttth  aUraif  acsve 

To  fene  this  iour  U>  yong,  £6  £reihe  of  hewC| 

Coxi&rainid  mc  with  fo  gredie  dcfire 

That  in  mine  herte  I  felin  yet  the  fire. 

That  mad6  mc  to  rife  er  it  were  daio». 

And  this  was  now  the  firft  raorowe  of  Maie» 

With  dsedfull  herte  and  glad  devocioli 

For  to  ben  at  the  rcfiirrediea 

Of  this  flour^,  whan  that  it  fliould  undofe 

Again  the  funac,  that  rofe  as  redde  as  ro£e. 

That  in;  tbo  breft  was  of  the  beft  that  daie 

That  Agenor*is  doughtir  ladde  awaie  3 

And  doune  on  knees  anon  right  I  me  firtlie. 

And  as  I  could  this  (rdhi  floure  I  gtette, 

Kneling  alwaie  till  it  uncloiid  was 

Upon  the  IJnall,  and  foft,  and  fwet^  gras^ 

That  was  with  flourit  fwete  t mbroudid  al, 

Of  foche  f wetaefie  and  (bche  odour  ocr  all 

That  for  to  fpekin  of  gomme,  herbc,  or  trt, 

Comparifon  maie  none  imakid  be» 

For  it  furmountith  plainly  all  odottres» 

And  of  riche  bcaots  the  moft  gayc  of  iovret*- 

Forgottia  had  the  ycrth  his  pore  eftate 

Of  wintir,  that  him  naUd  nude  and  mate* 

And  with  his  fworde  oTcolde  fo  fore  greredi 

Now  hath  the*  atempre  fonae  al  that  relevcd 

That  nakid  was,  and  clad  it  newe  again ; 

The  fmall^  foulis,  of  the  felon  fain. 

That  of  the  panter  and  the  net  ben  fcapcd« 

Upon  the  foulir  tliat  'hem  made  awhaped 

In  wintir,  and  deftroyid  had  thcr  brode. 

In  his  difpite  them  thought  it  did  'hem  goda 

To  fing  of  him,  and  in  ther  fong  difpiie 

The  fouU  chorlie  that  for  his  covitife 

Had  'hem  bctrayid  with  his  fophiftrie  : 

This  was  ther  fong ;  The  foulir  we  defie. 

And  all  his  crafte  :  and  fome  yfongin  deie 

l.ayis  of  love,  that  joie  it  was  to  here. 

In  worihipping  and  praifing  of  her  make. 

And  for  the  newi  blisfiill  fomir's  fake; 

Upon  the  braunchis  full  of  blolhils  foft 

In  ther  delite  thci  tcAimid  'hem  fiill  oft. 

And  fongin,  Bliflid  be  Sain^  Valentine ! 

(or  on  his  daie  I  chefe  you  to  be  mine» 


Withoutin  repenting,  mitae  hertd  iVete ! 
And  therwithall  tl^eir  beckis  gonnin  met^^ 
Yelding  honour  and  humble  obeifaunce 
To  Love,  and  didden  ther  othir  obfervaunc^ 
That  longith  unto  love  and  to  nature ; 
Conftrewe  that  as  you  lift;  I  doe  no  catc : 
And  tho  that  had  doin  unkind^nefle. 
As  doeth  the  tidife  for  ncwefangelnelle, 
Befoughtin  mercie  of  ther  trefpafing. 
And  humilly  fongin  ther  repenting. 
And  fworin  on  the  blofmts  to  be  true. 
So  that  ther  makis  would  u^n  'hem  rue  t 
And  at  the  laft  thei  madin  ther  acorde, 
AU  found  thei  Daungir  for  the  time  a  k>rd^ 
Yet  Pitc  thorough  Ins  ftrong  gentilf  raigbc 
Foryave,  and  madd  mercy  pa&n  right 
Through  Innocence  and  ruhd  Curt^e  s 
But  I  ne  clepe  nat  innocence  folic, 
Ne  falfe  pite,  for  vertue  is  the  mene. 
As  £thi<jbe  lateth,  in  foche  manir  I  mene  f 
And  that  thefe  foulis,  voide  of  all  malice, 
Accordidin  to  love,  and  laftin  vice 
Of  hare,  and  fongin  aU  of  one  acorde, 
Welcome  Sommir,  our  govcmour  and  lordc  ! 
And  S^phynu  and  Flora  gicDtilly 
Yave  to  the  flouris  fo£t  and  tendirly 
Ther  fotd  breth,  and  made  'hem  for  to  fj^cd^ 
As  god  and  goddefle  of  the  flourie  mede. 
In  wWche  me  thought  I  might  daie  by  date 
DwtUin  alwaie  the  joly  monthe  of  Maie 
Withoutin  flepe,  withoutin  mete  or  drinke  r 
[  Adoune  full  foftily  1  gao  to  fioke, 
'  And  lening  oa  my  elbowc  and  my  fide 
The  long^  daie  I  Ihope  me  for  to'  abides 
For  nothing  ellit,  and  I  fliall  nat  lie, 
'  But  for.  to  lokin  upon  the  Daifie, 
That  well  by  refon  men  itcalle  maie 
The  Daifie,  or  els  the  eye  of  the  daie, 
The  emprife,  and  the  floure  of  flouris  all  s 
I  praie  to  God  that  fiurd  mote  flic  fall. 
And  all  that  lovin  flourit  for  her  lake  t 
But  nathdlefle  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  praiflo  of  the  Floure  again  the  JLefe 
No  more  than  of  the  come  again  the  fliefe. 
For  as  to  me  n'it  levir  none  ne  lother ; 
I  n'am  witholdin  yet  with  neithir  nother, 
Ne'  I  o'ot  who  fervith  I.efe  ne  who  the  Floiire^ 
Well  broukia  thei  ther  fervice  or  laboarcs 
For  this  thing  is  all  of  anothir  tonae. 
Of  old  ftorie,  er  foche  thing  was  begoone. 
Whan  that  the  funne  out  of  the  fouth  guk  wdt. 
And  that  this  floure  gan  clofe  and  gon  to  reft. 
For  derknes  of  the  night  the  whiche  (he  dfede^ 
Home  to  mine  houle  full  fwiftly  I  me  fpeda- 
To  gone  to  reft,  aad  erly  for  to  rife 
To  fene  this  floure  to  (prede  as  I  deviie; 
And  in  a  little  herbir  that  I  have. 
That  benchid  was  of  turvis  freih  igrave, 
1  bad  men  ftiouldin  me  my  coucb^  make ; 
For  deinte  of  the  newd  fommtr's  feke 
I  bad  'hem  ftrawin  flouris  on  my  bcdde : 
Whan  I  was  laied  and  had  mine  eyin  hcddn 
I  fell  aflcpe,  and  flcpt  an  houre  or  two, 
Mc  met  how  I  hue  in  t|ie  midowe  thtt 
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To  fene  this  floure  that  Tlove  fo  and  drcde. 

And  from  aferre  came  walking  in  the  mede 

The  god  of  iyove,  and  in  his  hande  a  qaene^ 

And  file  was  dad  in  roiall  habite  grene, 

A  fret  of  goldi  flie  bad  next  hrr  here. 

And  ti^n  that  a  white  coroane  ibc  here 

With  flourounis  (inall,  and,  I  (hall  nat  lie, 

For  all  the  worlds  right  as  a  Daiile 

Icrounid  is,  with  white  levis  lite, 

So  were  the  floronns  of  her  cround  white, 

For  of  o  perU  fine  orientall 

Her  white  coroune  was  imakid  all, 

For  which  the  white  coroune  above  the  grene 

Ymade  her  like  a  Daifie  for  to  fene, 

Confidrid  eke  her  fret  of  gold  above; 

Idothid  was  this  mightie  god  of  Love 

In  Clkc  embroidid,  full  of  grcni  grcvcs, 

In  whiche  there  was  a  fret  of  red  rofe  leves. 

The  frcfliill  fens  the  worlde  was  firft  bigon } 

His  gilt  here  was  ycroun/d  with  a  fon 

In  llede  of  gold,  for  hevinefic  and  weight, 

Tbcrwith  me  thought  his  face  fiione  fo  bright 

That  well  unncthis  might  I  him  behold, 

And  in  his  hand  methought  I  fawe  him  hold 

Two  firie  dartis  as  the  gledis  rede. 

And  angelike  his  wingis  fawe  I  fprede ; 

And  all  be  that  men  fain  that  blinde  is  he 

Algatis  me  thought  that  he  might  wek  fe, 

Vor  dcrnWy  on  me  he  gan  behold. 

So  that  his  loking  doeth  min  her(^  cold ; 

And  by  the  hande  he  helde  this  noble  quene, 

Crounid  with  white,  and  dothid  al  in  grene. 

So  womanly,  fo  benigne,  and  fo  meke, 

That  in  this  worlde  though  that  men  woldin  feke 

Halfc  her  bcaute  ne  fiiouldin  thei  nat  finde 

In  creture  that  yforraid  is  by  Kinde, 

And  thcrfore  maie  I  lain,  as  thinkith  me, 

This  fong  in  praifing  of  this  ladie  frc  : 

Hide,  Abfolon,  thy  giltc  trcQis  clere, 
Hefter,  laie  thou  thy  mekcneiTe  all  adoun. 
Hide,  Jonathiis,  all  thy  frendly  manere, 
Penelope,  and  Marcia  Catoun, 
Make  of  your  wifehode  no  coraparifoun. 
Hide  ye  your  beauties  Ifoude  and  Hclein, 
My  ladie  cometh,  that  all  this  maie  difiain. 

Thy  fairc  bodie  ne  let  it  not  appete 
L.avine,  and  thou  Lucrece  of  Romd  tonn. 
And  Polyxcne,  that  boaghtin  love  fo  dere. 
And  Cleopatra,  with  all  thy  paffioun, 
Hide  ye  your  trouthe  of  love  and  your  renonn, 
And  thou  Thilbe,  that  haft  of  love  foche  pain. 
My  ladie  cometh,  that  all  this  maie  diiUin* 

Mero,  Dido,  I^aodomia',  ifcre, 
And  Phyllis,  hanging  for  Demophoon, 
And  Canace,  efpyid  by  thy  cherc, 
Hypfipyle,  betrayid  by  Jafon, 
Makith  of  your  trouth  neithir  bode  ne  foun. 
Nor  Hypermneftra*  or  Ariadne,  ye  twaine, 
My  ladie  cometh,  that  all  this  maie  diftain. 

This  balade  maie  full  well  ifongin  be, 
A»  I  have  faid  erft,  by  ray  ladie  fre. 
For  certainly  all  thefe  mowe  not  fufilce 
To*  apperin  with  my  ladie  in  no  wife; 
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For  as  the  funnd  woH  the  fire  difbiOi 
So  paflith  all  my  ladie  (bv^rain, 
That  is  fo  godc,  fo  faire,  fo  debonalre, 
1  praie  to  God  that  evir  fall  her  faire ! 
Foi  nc  ha^  comfort  ben  of  her  prcfcncc 
1  had  ben  dedde  without  any  defence 
For  drede  of  Lov'is  wordis  and  his  chere^ 
As  whan  time  is  hereaftir  ye  fliall  here. 

Bchinde  this  god  of  Love  upon  the  grene 
1  fawe  coming  of  ladyis  ninetene^ 
In  roial  habit,  a  full  efie  pace^ 
And  aftir  them  of  women  foche  «  trace 
That  fens  that  God  Adam  had  made  of  yerth 
Tke  thirds  part  of  mankinde^  or  the  ferth^ 
Ne  wendc  I  nat  by  poflibilite 
Had  evir  in  this  widj  worlde  ibe. 
And  true  of  love  thefe  women  were  echon  t 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wbndir  thing  or  non, 
That  right  anon  as  that  thei  gonne  efpie 
This  floure  whiche  that  I  clepc  the  Daifie, 
Full  fodainly  thei  fiintin  all  at  ones, 
And  knelid  doune  as  it  were  for  the  nonet, 
And  fongin  with  o  voice,  Hele  and  boitour 
To  trouth  of  xvomanbcdet  and  to  tbujlotir^ 
That  betttb  msr  aldir  prife  '«^f  wrw?". 
Her  tvhite  cofoun*  beritb  tbe  xvitne^ng  f 
And  with  that  worde  a  compas  environn 
Thei  fittin  *hcm  full  foftily  adoun  1 
Firft  fat  the  god  of  Love,  and  fith  his  quenej 
With  the  white  coroune,  y clad  all  in  grene, 
And  fithin  all  the  remnaunt  by  and  by. 
As  thei  were  of  eftate,  full  curtifly  $ 
Ne  nat  a  worde  was  fjpokin  in  the  place 
The  mountenance  of  a  furlong  waie  of  fpacc* 

I  kneling  by  this  floure  in  gode  entenc 
Abode  to  knowin  what  this  peple  ment 
As  ftlll  as  any  ftone,  till  at  the  laft 
This  god  of  I^ove  on  me  his  eyin  caft. 
And  faid,  W'.io  knelith  there  ?  and  I  anfwerd 
Unto  his  afking  whan  that  I  it  herde, 
And  faied)  Sir,  It  am  I,  and  come  him  nere. 
And  falued  him.  ( Q^od  he)  What  doeft  thou  here 
So  nigh  mine  owne  floure  fo  boldily  ? 
It  werin  bctttr.  worthy  truily 
A  worrae  to  m'ghin  nere  my  flour  than  thoa. 

And  why.  Sir,  (quod  I)  and  it  likith  you  ? 
For  thou  (quod  he)  art  tberto  nothing  able ; 
It  is  my  relike  dignc  and  delitable, 
And  thou  my  fo,  and  all  my  fc^lke  wcrrieft. 
And  of  mine  old  fervauntts  thou  mifl*aieft , 
And  hind'-ift  'hem  with  thy  tiaoflacion, 
And  lettift  folke  from  ther  devocion 
To  fcrvin  me,  and  holdift  it  folie 
To  fcrvin  Love  ;  thou  maieft  it  nat  denie, 
For  in  plain  text,  withotitin  nedc  of  glofe. 
Thou*  haft  tranflatid  The  Romaunt  of  the  &ofe. 
That  is  an  hercfic  aycnft  my  lawc. 
And  makift  wife  folke  fro  me  to  withdrawe  ; 
And  of  Crcfcide  thou  haft  faide  as  the  lift. 
That  makith  mcO  to  women  leflc  to  trifle, 
That  ben  as  trewe  as  er  was  any  ftelc  : 
Of  thine  anfwcre  avifin  the  right  wcle. 
For  though  that  thou  renyid  haft  my  lawe 
As  othir  wrctchis  have  done  many*  a  daae, 
Dd 
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By  Seint  Venua,  wltlch  that  my  mothiris. 
If  that  thou  live  thou  (halt  repentin  thit 
So  -cruilly  that  it  Ihal  wel  be  fenc,  ' 

Tho  fpake  this  lady,  clothad  all  in  grene« 
And  fayid,  God,  right  of  your  curtifie 
Ye  mote  herkin  if  that  he  can  replie 
Aycnft  al  this  that  yc  have  to  him  meved ; 
A  God  ne  fhonld^  nat  be  thus  agrcvcd. 
Cut  of  his  deite  he  (hall  be  liable. 
And  therto  gracious  and  merciable, 
And  if  ye  n*ere  a  god  that  knowin  ail 
Than  might  it  be,  as  I  you  tellin  (hall. 
This  man  to  you  maie  falfely  ben  accufed. 
That  as  by  right  him  ouglitin  ben  ezcnfed. 
For  in  your  court  is  many'  a  loftngeour, 
And  many  a  qucint  totoler  accufour 
That  tabonren  in  yovr  crh  many*  a  {onn 
Right  after  ther  imagrinacioun 
To  have  your  daliaunce,  and  for  envy ; 
Thefe  ben  the  caufis,  and,  1  (hal  nat  lie, 
Envie  is  lave'ndir  of  the  court  alwaie, 
Fot  ihe  ne  partith  nctthir  nig^t  ne  date 
Out  of  the  houfe  of  Caefar,  thus  iaith  Dant, 
Who  fo  that  goeth  algate  ftie  wol  nat  wanu 

And  eke  pcraunter  for  this  man  is  nice 
He  mightin  done  it,  gelling  no  malice^ 
But  for  he  ulith  thingts  for  to  make 
Him  reckith  nought  of  what  matir  he  take^ 
Or  him  was  bodin  makin  thilk^  twcy 
Of  fomc  perfone,  and  durft  it  nat  withfey^ 
Or  him  rcpentith  uttirly  of  this. 
He  ne'  hath  nat  done  fo  grevoufly  amis  v 

To  tranllatin  that  oldi  clexlds  writen, 
As  though  that  he  of  malice  would  enditen 
Difpite  of  Love,  and  had  himfclfe  it  wrought ; 
This  Ihould  a  rightwife  lorde  have  in  his  thought, 
And  nat  be  like  tirauntes  of  JLombardic, 
That  han  no  rewarde  but  at  tirannie; 
For  he  that  king  or  lorde  is  naturel,  ' 
Him  ought  not  be  a  tirannt  ne  cruel 
As  a  fe'rmour,  to  done  the  harme  he  can,. 
He  mull  thinkin  it  is  his  liegd  man. 
As  is  his  trelbur,  and  his  golde  in  cofer. 
This  is  the  fentence  of  the  philofopher ; 
A  kinge  to  kepe  his  llegis  in  juilice, 
Withoutin  doutd  that  is  his  office, 
Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  in  ther  degre. 
As  it  is  right  andlkil  that  thei  Ihoulde  be 
Knhaunfid  and  honourid,  and  moll  dere, 
For  thei  ben  halfegoddis  in  tliis  world  here, 
Yet  mote  he  done  both  right  to  pore  and  riche, 
Al  be  that  ther  cllate  be  xuth  both  liche, 
And  have  of  povir  folke  companion ; 
For  lo  the  gentil  kinde  of  the  lion ! 
For  whan  a  Hie  ofiendith  him  or  biteth 
He  with  his  taile  awaie  the  flic  ylmiteth 
Al  cfily,  for  of  his  gent^rie 
Him  deinith  nftt  to  wreke  him  on  a  flic, 
As  doeth  a  curre  or  els  anothir  beft  ; 
In  noble  corage  ought  to  ben  arell, 
And  wayin  every  thinge  by  equite. 
And  have  regarde  unto  his  owne  degre ; 
For,  Sir,  it  is  no  mailliie  for  a  lorde 
Tadam|)ije  a  man  without  aofwerc  «f  word 


And  for  a  lorde  that  is  fu!  foule  to  ttle ;; 

And  it  fo  be  he  nuic  him  nat  excufe. 

But  alkith  mercy  with  a  dredefnl  herte. 

And  profirith  him  right  in  his  bare  (herte 

To  ben  right  at  your  ownd  jug^ent. 

Than  ought  a  god  by  Ibort  avUement 

Confidre'  his  oMme  honour  and  his  trefpace, 

For  11th  no  caufe  of  deth  lieth  in  this  cafe 

Yon  ought  to  ben  the  lightlier  merciable : 

Letiith  your  ire,  and  beth  fomwhat  tretable  ;. 

The  man  hath  fervid  you  of  his  conningev 

And  forthrid  well  your  law  in  his  makinges; 

Al  be  it  that  he  can  nat  wel  endite. 

Yet  hath  he  madin  leude  folke  delite 

Tofervin  you,  in  preifing  of  your  name ; 

He  made  the  boke  that  ||ight  The  Houfe  of  Fame» 

And  eke  The  Deth  of  Blaunch^  the  Duchefle, 

And  The'  Parliament  of  Foulis,  as  1  geflfe. 

And  al  The  Love  of  Palamon  and  Arcite 

Of  Thebis,  though  the  ll;>rie  is  knowen  lite. 

And  many  an  hymnc  for  your  holy  dales. 

That  hightin  Balades,  Rondils,  Virelaies; 

And  for  to  fpekc  of  othir  holinefle. 

He  bath  in  profe  tranllatid  Boece, 

And  made  I'hc  Life  alfo  of  Saint  Cecile, 

He  madin  alfo,  gon  is  a  greate  while, 

Origines  upon  the  Maudelatnc, 

Him  oughtin  now  to  have  the  lelc  paine ; 

He  hath  madr  many'  a  ley  and  many'  a  thing. 

Now  as  ye  be  a  god  and  eke  a  king, 
1  your  Alccfte,  whilom  Qucne  of  Thrace, 
I  alk^  yon  this  man  right  of  yoor  grace 
That  ye  him  ncvir  hurtc  in  al  his  live. 
And  he  (hal  fwerin  to  you,  and  that  bllve,. 
He  (hal  ner  more  agiltin  in  this  wife. 
But  Ihal  makin  as  ye  wol  him  devife 
Of  women  trewc  in  loving  al  their  life. 
Where  fo  ye  wol  of  maidin  or  of  wife. 
And  forthrin  you  as  ntuche  as  he  milTeide 
Or  in  The  Rofe,  or  cllis  in  Grcfeidc. 

The  god  of  Love  anfwerde  her  thus  anon; 
Madame,  (quod  he)  it  isfo  longe  agon 
That  I  you  knew  fo  charitable*  and  trcwe. 
That  nevir  yet  fithin  the  worlde  was  ncwc 
To  me  ne  founde  I  bettir  none  than  ye ; 
If  that  r  wol  yfavin'  my  degre 
I  may  nor  wol  nat  weme  your  requeft ; 
Al  lieth  in  you  ;  doth  with  him  as  you  IciL 

I  al  foryeve  withoutin  Icogir  fpace. 
For  who  fo  yeveth  a  yeftc  or  doth  a  grace 
Do  it  betime,  his  thanke  (hal  be  the  more. 
And  demith  ye  what  he  (hal  do  therefore. 

Go,  thankith  now  my  lady  here  (quod  he.) 
I  rofe,  and  down  ffet  me  on  my  kne. 
And  (ayid  thus ;  Madame,  the  God  above 
For  yeld^  ypu  that  ye  the  god  of  Love 
Have  makid  me  his  wrath*,  to  foryeve. 
And  give  me  grace  fo  long  •  for  to  live 
That  I  maie  know  fothily  what  yc  be 
That  have  me  hoipen  and  put  in  this  degre  I 
But  trcwily  I  wende  as  in  this  caas 
Nought  have  agiltc  ne  done  to  Love  trefpai;. 
For  why  ?  a  treweman  withootin  drede 
Hath  nat  to  partin  with  a  thev'isdcde  v 
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J,  Ks  a  trcwc  lovir  ought  mc  not  to  blame 
Though  that  I  fpeke  a  falfe  lovir  fome  fliame, 
Thci  oaghtin  rather  with  me  fof  to  holde 
For  that  I  of  Crcfcide  wrote  or  Colde, 
Or  of  the  Rofc  ;  what  fo  mine  author  ment 
Algatts  God  wotc  it  wa?  mine  entcnt 
To  forthrin  trouth  in  love,  and  it  chcricc. 
And  to' ben  ware  fro  falfeneffe  and  fro  vice. 
By  whiche  enfafflple  this  was  my  mening. 

And  (he  anfwcrdc,  Let  be  thine  arguing, 
l^or  I^ove  ne  wol  not  couotirpIetM  be 
in  right  nc  wrong,  and  Icme  that  of  me  : 
Thou  haft  thy  grace,  and  holde  the  right  thcfto ; 
Kow  woU  I  faine  what  penaunce  thou  (halt  do 
For  thy  trefpace  :  Underftandith  it  here 
Thou  ihalt  while  that  thou  livift  ycre  by  yerc 
The  mofl^  partie  of  thy  time  fpendc 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legcnde 
Of  Gode  Women,  both  maidinis  and  wives. 
That  werin  trewc  in  loVing  all  ther  lives. 
And  tellin  of  falfe  men  that  *hcm  betraien. 
That  al  ther  life  ne  do  nat  but  aifaien 
How  many  woihen  thci  male  done  a  Ihame, 
For  in  your  world  that  is  nat  holde  a  game  ] 
And  though  that  the  like  nat  a  lovir  be 
Speke  wel  of  love,  this  penaunce  yeve  1  thcj 
And  to  the  god  of  Love  I  fliat  fo  praie 
That  he  (kal  charge  his  fervantes  by'  any  waie 
To  forthrin  the,  and  wel  thy  labour  quite; 
Go  now  thy  waie,  this  penaunce  is  but  lite ; 
And  when  this  boke  is  made  yeve  it  the  Queae 
On  my  behalfe,  at  Eltham  or  at  Shene. 
The  god  of  Love  gan  fmile,  and  than  he  feide ; 
iVoft  thou  (quod  he)  whcrthisbe  wife  or  maide, 
Or  quene  or  counteiTe,  or  of  what  degre, 
That  hath  fo  litill  penaunce  yevin  the. 
That  haft  defefvid  forcly  for' to  fmerte  ? 
But  pite  rennith  fone  in  gentle  herte, 
That  maift  thou  fene ;  (he  kiUiith  what  (he  is. 

And  I  anfwcrde,  Naie,  Sir,  fo  have  I  blis, 
Ko  more  but  that  I  fe  wel  (he  is  gode. 

That  is  a  trewd  tald  by  mine  hode 
(Qnod  Love)  and  that  thou  knowift  wel  pirde. 
If  it  be  fo  that  thou  avife  the  : 
Haft  thou  nat  in  a  bokd  in  thy  chefte 
The  gretc  godeneffc  of  the  Quene  Alcefte, 
That  turnid  was  into  a  Daifie, 
She  that  for  her  hnflionde  chefe  to  die. 
And  eke  to  gone  to  hell  rathir  than  he. 
And  Hercules  refcuid  her  pardc, 
And  brought  her  out  of  hel  againe  to  blis  ? 

And  I  anfwerde  againe,  and  fayid,  Yes; 
Now  know  I  her ;  and  is  this  gode  Alcefte, 
The  Daiefie,  and  mine  owne  hert'is  refte  f 
Now  felc  I  wel  the  godeneffc  of  this  wife. 
That  both  aftir  her  deth  and  in  her  life 
Her  gretd  botmte  doublith  her  renoun, 
Wd  hath  flic  quit  me  mine  aficdhoun 


That  I  have  to  her  floure  the  t>aie(ie  i 

No  wondir  is  though  Jove  her  ftelltfie. 

As  tclliih  Agaton,  for  her  godencife,  ' 

Her  white  corowne  berith  of  it  witnefte. 

For  all  fo  many  virtuis  had  (he 

As  fmal  florounis  in  her  crownebc ; 

In  remembraunce  of  her  and  in  honour 

Cybilla  made  the  Daiefie,  and  the  flour 

tcrownid  all  with  white,  as  men  maie  fe, 

And  Mars  yave  her  a  corown  red  parde. 

In  (|ede  of  rubies  fet  among  the  white ; 

Thcrwith  this  quene  i^oxe  red  for  (hame  alite 

Wtiaa  (he  Was  praifid  fo  in  her  prefcncc. 

Than  fayid  Love,  A  ful  grete  negligence 

Was  it  to  the,  that  ilkc  time  thou  made 

fHide,  Abfotm^  thy  trfffu)  in  balade, 

That  thou  forget te  her  in  thy  fonge  to  fettc, 

Sith  that  thou  art  fo  gretly  in  her  dette, 

And  wotift  wel  that  kalender  is  (he 

To  any  woman  that  wol  iovir  be. 

For  (be  taught  all  the  crafte  of  trewe  loving, 

And  namily  of  wifehode  the  livings 

And  all  the  bondis  that  (he  ought  to  kepe ; 

Thy  litil  witte  was  thilki  time  aflepe;        * 

But  now  1  chargd  the  upon  thy  life 

That  in  thy  Lcgende  thou  make  of  this  wife. 

Whan  thou  haft  othir  fmale  iniadc  before  ; 

And  fare  now  wel,  I  charg^  the  no  more, 

But  er  I  go  this  muche  1  wol  the  tel, 

Ne  (hal  no  treWc  lovir  come  in  hel. 

Thefe  othir  ladies  (itting  here  arowc 
Ben  in  my  balade,  if  thou  conft  *heni  knowe, 
And  in  thy  bokis  al  thou  (halt  'hem  linde. 
Have  *hem  now  in  thy  Legende  al  in  minde, 
I  mene  of  them  that  ben  in  thy  knowing. 
For  here  ben  twenty  thoufande  mo  (itting 
Than  that  thou  knowift,  and  gode  women  al. 
And  trewe  of  love,  for  ought  that  maie  befai; 
Makith  the  mctris  of  *hem  as  the  Icftc, 
I  mote  gone  home,  the  ftmnc  drawith  wefte. 
To  Faradis,  with  al  this  companies 
And  fcrvih  alwaie  the  frelh  Daifie : 
At  Cleopatra'  1  wol  that  thou  beginne. 
And  fo  forthc,  and  my  love  fo  (halt  thou  winne  \ 
For  let  fe  now  whfct  man  that  lovir  be 
Wol  done  fo  ftrong  a  paine  for  love  as  (he. 
I  wote  wel  that  thou  niaieft  not  al  it  rime 
That  fuchc  lovir  is  diddin  in  ther  time ; 
It  were  to  longe  to  redin  and  to  here ; 
Snffifith  me  thou  make  in  thi.^  mancre. 
That  thou  rcherce  of  al  ther  life  the  grete, 
Aftir  thefe  oldc  authors  lifte  for  to  trete ; 
For  who  fo  (hal  fo  many'  a  ftorie  tel 
Sey  (bortily,  or  he  (hal  to  longe  dwell. 
And  with  that  worde  my  bokis  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thus  on  xtvi  Legcnde  gan  I  make. 

-      .       D  d  ij 
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A  ITER  the  dethc  of  Ptolemy  the  King, 

That  all  Egypt  had  in  his  governing, 

Reigiitd  his  fuftir  Qucnc  Cleopatras, 

Til  on  a  time  bifel  there  fuche  a  c»as 

That  out  of  Rome  vrat  fent  a  fcnatour 

7o  conquerin  relmi^,  and  bring  honour 

Unto  the  toune  of  Rome,  as  was  ufaunce. 

To  have  the  worldc  at  her  obcifauncc, 

-And,rothe  to  fa'e,  Antonius  was  his  name. 

So  fil  it,  as  Fortune  him  ought  a  (lumc. 

Whan  he  was  fallin  in  profperite 

Rebel  unto  the  toune  of  Rome  is  he. 

And  or  al  this  the  fuftir  of  Caifare 

He  left  her  falfely,  er  that  (he  was  ware. 

And  would  algatishsn  anothir  wife, 

For  whiche  he  tokc  with  Rome  and  Cxfar  ftrifc. 

Natheleffe,  for  fotbe  this  ilkc  fcnatour 
Was  a  ful  worthy  gcntil  wcrriour. 
And  of  his  deth  it  was  ful  grete  damage  ; 
But  Love  had  brought  this  man  in  fuch  a  rage. 
And  him  fo  narow  boundin  in  his  laas, 
And  al  for  the  love  of  Cleopatras, 
That  al  the  world  he  fct  at  no  value ; 
Him  thdught  there  was  nothing  to  him  fo  due 
As  Cleopatras  for  to  love  and  fcrve ; 
Him  roughtc  nat  in  armis  for  to  ftcrvc 
In  the  defence  of  her  and  of  her  right. 

This  noble  Qticne  eke  lovid  fo  this  knight 
Through  his  delerte  and  for  his  chivalric. 
As  certainlie,  but  if  that  bokis  lie, 
He  was  of  perfon  and  of  gentilncfle. 
And  of  dlfcrction  and  of  hardlncfft, 
Wortlif  to  any  wight  that  livin  malc^ 
And  ihe  was  faire  as  is  the  role  in  Maic ; 
And,  for  to  makin  Ihottc  U  the  bcft, 
She  woxe  his  wife,  and  had  him  as  her  left. 

The  wedding  and  the  fcftc  to  dcvifc. 
To  mc  that  have  itakin  fuche  emprife 
Of  fo  many  a  ftorie  for  to  make, 
It  -wrerc  to  longc,left  that  1  Ihoulde  flake 
4 


Of  thing  that  berith  more  effcAe  and  charge^ 
For  men  maie  ovirlade  a  fliippc  or  barge  ; 
And  forthy  to  eflcde  than  wol  1  flcippe. 
And  al  the  rcmnaunt  I  wol  let  it  flippe. 

Odavian,  that  wode  was  of  this  dcde, 
Shope  him  an  hofte  on  Antony  to  lede, 
Al  uttirly  for  his  diftrudion. 
With  ftoute  Romainis,  cruit  w  lirn  : 
To  Ihip  thei  went ;  and  thus  I  let  *hem  fallc 

Antonius  was  ware,  and  wol  not  faile 
To  metin  with  thcfe  Romaines  if  he  maie, 
Toke  eke  his  rede,  and  both  upon  a  daie 
His  wife  and  he,  and  al  his  hoft,  forth  went 
To  (hip  anone,  no  lengirthci  ne  ftent. 
And  in  the  fc  it  happid  'hem  t»  mete  j 
Up  goeth  the  trumpe,  and  for  to  (houte  and  Iheie, 
And  painin  *hem  to  fct  on  with  the  funne  ; 
With  grifly  foune  out  goith  the  grete  gonnc. 
And  hertily  thei  hurtlin  al  at  ones. 
And  fro  the  top  doune  comith  the  grete  fioncs. 
In  goth  the  grapinel  foful  «i  crokcs 
Among  the  ropis  ran  the  (hering  hokes. 
In  with  the  polaxc  prefith  he  and  he, 
Behinde  tht  mafte  beginnilh  he  to  fie, 
And  out  againe,  and  drivith  him  or  horde. 
He  ftickiih  him  upon  his  fpcr'is  ordc. 
He  rent  the  failc  with  hokis  like  a  fithe. 
He  bringeth  the  cuppe,  and  biddith  'hem  be  blitb. 
He  pourith  prefen  upon  the  hatchis  flidtr, 
With  pottis  ful  of  lime  thei  gon  togidcr. 

And  thus  the  longt  daie  in  fight  thei  fpcndc. 
Til  at  the  laft,  as  every  thing  hath  endc, 
Antonius  is  fiient  and  put  to  flight. 
And  al  his  folkc  to  go  that  bcft  go  might, 
Flceth  eke  the  Qucre,  with  al  her  purple  faile. 
For  ftrokis  whiche  that  went  as  thicke  as  haik  3 
No  wondir  was,  ftie  might  it  nat  endure : 
And  whan  Antony  fawc  that  avinture, 
Alas  (quod  he)  the  daie  that  I  was  borne ! 
My  worftiip  in  this  dale  thus  have  1  loroet 
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And  for  dUpaire  out  of  his  witte  he  (lerte, 
Aod  rofc  himfelie  anon  throughout  the  herte 
Er  that  he  fcrthir  went  out  of  the  place  : 
His  wife,  that  could  of  Caefar  have  no  grace, 
To  Egypt  fled  for  drede  and  for  diftreife ; 
But  herkenith,  ye  that  fpekin  of  kindeneflfe. 
Yc  men  that  falfely  fvrerin  many*  an  othc 
That  ye  wol  die  if  that  your  love  be  wrbthe. 
Here  raaie  ye  fene  of  women  fuch  a  trouth 
This  woful  Cleopatre*  had  made  fuche  routh 
That  there  n'is  tongc,  none  that  maie  it  tel, 
But  on  the*  morowe  (he  wol  no  lengir  dwel. 
But  made  her  fubtil  wcrkmen  make  a  ihrine 
Of  althe  rubies  and  theftonis  fine 
In  al  Egypt  which  that  (he  coulde  cfpie, 
And  (he  put  ful  the  (hrine  of  fpiceriev 
And  lette  the  corfe  enbaume,  and  forth  flie  fctte 
This  ded  corfe,  and  (he  in  the  (hrine  is  (hette ; 
And  next  the  (hrine  a  pit  than  doth  (he  grave. 
And  al  the  ferpentis  that  (he  might  have 
She  put  *hcm  in  that  grave,  and  thus  (he  feide ; 
Now  love,  to  whom  my  forowful  hert  obeide 
So  ferforthly,  that  fro  that  blisful  hour 
That  I  yoa  (wore  to  bes  al  frely  your, 


I  mene  you,  Antonius,  my  knight. 
That  nefir  waking  in  the  daie  or  night 
Ye  n*ere  out  of  mine  hert*J8  remembrauncc. 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  carole  or  for  daunce. 
And  in  my  fclfe  this  covenant  made  I  tho,' 
That  right  fuche  as  ye  feltin,  wele  or  wo, 
As  fcrforth  as  it  in  my  power  laie, 
Unrcprovable*  unto  my  wifchodc  aic. 
The  fame  would  1  felin  in  life  or  dethe, 
And  thilk^  covenaunt  while  me  laftith  brethe 
I  wol  fulfil,  and  that  (hal  wel  be  fene. 
Was  ner  unto  her  love  a  trcwir  quene ; 
And  with  that  word  nakid,  with  ful  gode  hert, 
Among  the  ferpentes  in  the  pitte  (he  ftert. 
And  there  (he  chefe  to  have  her  burying : 
Anone  the  nedirsgonne  her  for  to  (Ung, 
And  (he  her  deth  recevith  with  god  chere. 
For  love  of  Antony  that  was  her  dere ; 
And  this  is  ftorial  fothe,  it  ii  no  fable. 
Now  er  I  finde  a  man  thus  trewe  and  ttzhlc^ 
And  wol  for  love  his  deth  fo  frely  take^ 
I  praie  God  let  our  hedis  nevir  akc  1 
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THE  I.EGENDE  OF  THISBE 


OF   BABTJ.ONE. 


A  T  Babylpnd  whilom  fil  it  thus. 

The  whiche  toun  the  Quene  Simirimos 

X^t  dichin  al  about,  and  wallls  make 

Full  hie  of  hmrdd  tilis  wcl  ibake  : 

rherc  werin  dwelling  in  this  noble  toun 

Two  lordis  which  that  were  of  gretc  renoun» 

And  wonidin  fo  nigh  upon  a  grene 

That  there  n'as  but  a  ft  one  wal  *hcm  bitwcnc, 

As  oftin  in  grcte  tounis  is  the  wonne. 

And,  fothe  to  faine,  that  one  nian  had  a  fonne 

Of  al  that  londc  one  of  the  luftyift, 

7'hat  othir  had  a  doughtir  the  fairift 

I'hat  cftward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwelling ; 

The  name  of  everiche  gan  to  othir  fprxnjg;, 

hj  women  that  were  neighbouris  aboute. 

For  in  that  countre  yet  withoutin  doute 

Maidinis  ben  ikepte  for  jelou/ie 

Ful  flraitely,  left  thei  diddin  fome  folic. 

This  younge  man  was  clepid  Pyramus, 
And  Thiibe  hight  the  maide  (Nafo  faith  thus) 
And  thus  by  rcportc  was  thcr  name  iftiovc. 
That  as  thei  woxe  in  aee  fo  woxc  ther  love ; 
And  certaine,  as  by  rcion  of  thcr  age, 
Ther  might  haye  ben  betwixt  'hem  mariage, 
But  that  thcr  fathirs  n'olde  it  nat  aiTcnt ; 
And  thei  in  love  yllke  fore  both^  brent 
That  none  of  al  thef  frendis  might  it  lette, 
put  privily  fomtjmis  yet  thei  mette 
By  flcight,  and  fpakin  fomc  of  thcr  deiire, 
As  writ  the  glcdc  and  hottir  is  the  fire ; 
1  orbid  a  love  and  it'  is  ten  times  fo  wode. 

This  wal  which,  that  betwixt  'hem  both  yftode 
Was  cloven  at  wo  right  fro  the  top  adonn 
Of  olde  time  of  his  foundacioun, 
feut  yet  this  cliftc  was  fo  narow  and  lite 
|t  ipas  nat  fcn^,  (dere  inough  a  mice) 


But  what  is  that  that  love  can  not  efpie  2 
Ye  lovirs  two,  if  that  I  (hal  nat  lie. 
Ye  foundin  firft  this  litlc  narowe  cliftc. 
And  with  a  founde  as  fofte  as  any  (hrifte 
Thei  let  ther  wordis  through  the  clift^  pace, 
And  toldin,  while  that  thei  ftoden  in  the  place. 
Al  ther  complaint  of  love  and  al  ther  wo. 
At  every  time  whan  thei  durftin  fo. 

Upon  that  one  fide  of  the  wal  ftode  he, 
And  on  that  other  fida  ftodc  Thiibe, 
The  fwete  foune  of  othir  to  receve. 
And  thus  thcr  wardeins  wouldin  thei  djfccvc. 
And  every  daic  this  wal  thei  wouldin  threte. 
And  wifli  to  God  that  it  were  doun  ibete ; 
Thus  would  thei  fainc,  Alas !  tluju  wickid  wal, 
Thorough  thine  cnvie  thou  us  lettift  al ; 
Why  n'Ut  thou  clcvc  or  faljin  al  atwo  J 
Or  at  the  lefle,  but  thou  wouldift  fo. 
Yet  wouldift  thou  but  onis  let  us  mete, 
Or  onis  that  we  mightin  kiftin  fwete, 
Than  were  we  curid  of  our  caris  colde ; 
But  nathelcffc  yet  be  we  to  the  holde. 
In  as  much   as  thou  fufirift  for  to  gone 
Our  wordis  through  thy  }ime  and  ckc  thy  ftonc. 
Yet  oughtin  wc  with  the  ben  wcl  apaide. 

And  whan  thefc  idil  wprdis  wet  in  faide 
The  cold^  wal  thei  woldin  kiffe  of  ftonc. 
And  take  thcr  leve,  and  forth  thei  woldin  gone| 
And  this  was  gladly  in  the  evintide. 
Or  wondir  crly,  left  men  it  cfpide  : 
And  long^  time  thei  wrought  in  thismancrc, 
Til  on  a  daic,  whan  Phcebus  gan  to  dere, 
Aurora  with  the  ftreinis  of  her  hctc 
Had  dryid  up  the  dewe  of  herbis  wctc, 
Unto  this  cliftc,  as  it  was  wonte  to  be. 
Come  Pyramus,  and  aftir  come  Thifbc, 
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And  -plightin  trooth  right  fully  in  ther  fuie, 

^hat  ilkc-  fam^  night  to  ilele  awaie, 

And  to  begile  thcr  wardeins  everichone. 

And  forth  out  of  the  cite  for  to  gone ; 

And  for  the  feldia  ben  fo  brode  and  wide 

For  to  metin  in  o  place  at  o  tide 

The!  fettin  markes  ther  metingis  ihould  be 

There  King  Ninus  was  graven  undir  a  tre. 

For  olde  Painims,  that  idollts  hericd, 

U(idin  tho  in  fcldis  to  ben  bcricd ; 

And  fall^  by  hts  grave  was  a  wcl. 

And  (hortily  of  this  talc  for  to  tel, 

This  covcnaunt  was  affirmid  wondik"  faft,  i 

And  longe  *hcm(houghtin  that  the  {oniU  lafl. 

That  it  n'ere  gone  undir  the  fe  adoun. 

This  Thiibe  hath  fo  grcte  aHedioun, 
And  fo  grete  liking  Pyramus  to  fe. 
That  whan  (h^  fawe  her  tim^  might  ybc 
At  night  (he  ftale  awaie  ful  privily. 
With  her  face  iwimplid  fiiU  fubtilly, 
For  al  her  frendis  (for  to  favc  her  trouthe) 
She  hath  forfake,  alas !  and  that  it  routhe. 
That  evir  woman  would  ybe  fo  trewe  t 

To  truftin  man  but  fhe  the  bet  bim  knewe ; 
And  to  the  tre  fhe  goeth  a  ful  gode  pace. 
For  love  made  her  fo  hardy  in  this  cafe. 
And  by  the  wclle  adoun  fhe  g^n  her  drelTe. 
Alas !  than  comith  a  wilde  lionefTe 
Out  of  the  wode,  withoutin  more  arcft,    • 
With  blode  mouthe  of  ftrangling  of  a  bed. 
To  drinkin  of  the  wel  there  as  tixe  fat; 
And  whan  that  Thifbe  had  cfpyid  that 
She  rift  her  up  with  a  ful  drcry  herte. 
And  in  a  cave  with  drcdful  fotc  (he  (lerte. 
For  by  the  mone  (he  (awe  it  wel  withall. 
And  as  (he  ran  her  wimple  let  (he  fall. 
And  toke  none  hede,fo  fore  (he  was  awhaped. 
And  eke  fo  glad  for  that  (he  was  efcaped ; 
And  thus  (he  (at  and  lurkith  wondir  ftill. 
Whan  that  this  lionefTe  hath  dronke  her  fill 
Aboutin  the  well  gan  (he  for  to  winde, 
And  right  anon  the  wimple  gan  (he  finde. 
And  with  her  blody  mouthe  it.al  to  rente ; 
Whan  this  was  done  no  iengir  (he  ne  flonte, 
But  to  the  wode  her  way  than  hath  (he  nome. 

And  at  the  laft  this  Pyramus  is  come. 
But  al  to  longe,  alas !  at  home  was  he ; 
The  mon^  (hone,  men  mightin  wel  ife ; 
And  in  his  waie,  as  that  he  come  ful  faft. 
His  eyin  to  the  grounde  adoun  he  ca^. 
And  in  the  fonde,  as  he  behelde  adoun. 
He  faw  the  /leppis  brode  of  a  lioun, 
And  in  his  hert  he  fodainly  agrofe. 
And  pale  he  wezte,  thcrwith  his  hert  arofe. 
And  nere  he  came,  and  founde  the  wimple  toroe ; 
Alas  (quod  he)  the  dale  that  I  was  borne ! 
This  o  night  wol  both  us  loviris  (le ; 
H6w  (hould  I  afkin  mercy  of  Thifbe 
Whan  I  am  he  that  have  you  daine  ?  alas ! 
My  biding  hath  you  (laine  in  this  caas : 
Alas !  to  bidde  a  woman  gone  by  night 
In  placd  there  as  perill  fallin  might. 
And  I  fo  (l«we  :  alas '.  I  ne  had  be 
Here  in  this  place  a  furlongc  w^  er  ye. 


Now  what  lioun  that  is  in  this  fore  ft 
My  body  mote  he  rentin,  or  what  befl 
I'liut  wilde  is,  gnawin  mote  he  now  mine  herte. 
And  with  that  worde  he  to  the  wimple  flerte. 
And  kifte  it  ofte,  and  wepte  on  it  ful  fore. 
And  faid,  Wunplc,  alas!  there  n'is  no  more. 
But  thou  (halt  fcle  as  well  the  blode  of  me 
As  thou  haft  felte  the  bkding  of  Thifbe  : 
And  with  that  wordc  he  fmote  him  to  the  herte. 
The  blode  out  of  the  wounde  as  I^rode  aftcrte 
As  watir,  whan  the  conduhe  brokin  h. 

Now  Thifbe,  which  that  ne  wift  not  of  tliis, 
But  fitting  in  her  drede  (he  thoughte  thus, 
Yf  it  fo  fallin  that  my  Pyramus 
Be  comen  hitliir,  and  may  me  nat  ifindc. 
He  maie  me  holdin  falfe  and  eke  unkinde. 
And  out  (he  Cometh,  and  aftir  him  gun  fpiea 
Both  with  her  hcrt8  and  eke  with  her  cien. 
And  thought  I  wol  him  telUn  of  my  drcde 
Both  of  the  lionelFe  and  of  my  dedc ; 
And  at  the  laft  her  love  than  hach  (he  founde 
Ybeting  with  his  helis  on  the  grounde 
Al  blody*,  and  thei withal  abacke  (he  ftcrte. 
And  like  the  wawis  quappe  began  her  herte. 
And  pale  as  boxe  (he  woxe,  and  in  a  throwe 
Avifid  her,  and  gan  him  wel  to  knowc. 
That  it  was  Pyramus,  her  herte  dere  : 
O !  who  could  writin  whiche  a  dedjy  clicrc 
Hath  Thifbe  now  1  and  how  her  here  ihe  rent. 
And  how  (he  gan  her  fellin  to  turmeut. 
And  how  (he  hcth  and  fwounith  on  the  ground, 
And  how  ibe  wept  of  teris  ful  his  wounde. 
How  medlith  fhe  his  blode  with  her  complaint. 
How  with  her  blod  her  fclvin  gan  fhe  paint. 
How  clippith  (he  the  red  ded  corfe,  aks  ! 
How  doth  this  woful  Thi(be  in  this  caas, 
How  kiflith  (he  his  frofty  mouthe  fo  coide  ! 
Who  hath  don  this  }  and  who  hath  ben  {o  bolde 
To  fleen  my  life?  o  !  fpeke  my  Pyramus, 
J  am  thy  Thifbe  that  the  callith  thus ; 
And  therwithal  fhe  liftita  up  his  bed. 

This  wofuU  man,  that  was  psit  fully  ded. 
Whan  that  he  herde  the  name  of  Thifbe  crien. 
On  her  he  caft  his  hevy  dedly  eyen, 
And  doun  againe,  and  yeldith  up  the  goO. 

Thifbe  rift  up  withoutin  noife  or  boft, 
And  faw  her  wimple  and  his  empty  fhcth. 
And  eke  his  fwerde,  that  him  hath  don  to  deth. 
Than  fpake  fhe  thus;  My  woful  hande  (quod fhe) 
Is  ftron^e  inough  ^  fuche  a  werke  to  me, 
For  love  fhal  ycve  me  ftrength  and  hardineffi; 
To  make  my  wounde  large  inough  1  gcfTc ; 
I  wol  the  folowen  ded,  and  I  wol  be 
Felawe  and  caufe  eke  of  thy  deth,  (quod  fhe) 
And  though  that  nothing  fave  the  detli  only 
Might  the  fro  me  departin  tre  wily, 
Thou  (halt  no  more  departin  now  fro  me 
Than  fro  the  detli,  for  I  wol  go  with  the. 

And  now,  ye  wretchid  jeloufe  fathirs  our. 
We  that  ywerin  whilom  childrin  your, 
Wc  prayin  you  withoutin  more  envic 
That  in  o  grav^  we  both  motin  lie. 
Sens  love  hath  brought  us  to  this  pitous  ends : 
^\nd  rightwiTc  God  to  every  lovir  fcaUr, 
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That  lovith  trcwly,  more  profpcritc 

'J'han  cvir  had  Pyrarau*  and  Thifbc, 

And  let  no  gentil  woman  heraffure 

To  puttin  her  in  fuche  an  avinture : 

But  God  forbid  but  that  a  woman  can 

Ben  as  true  and  as  loving  as  a  man, 

And  for  my  part  I  ihal  anon  it  kith; 

And  with  that  word  his  fwerd  ihe  toki  fwith. 

That  warme  was  of  hei  lav'is  blode  and  hotc, 

Ap4  to  the  hert^  (he  her  felvin  fmote. 


And  thus  are  Tliifbe*  and  Pyramus  ift  i 
Of  trewe  men  1  findin  but  fewe  mo 
In  al  my  bokis  fave  this  Pyramus, 
And  thcrfore  have  1  fpokin  of  him  thu9» 
For  it  is  deinte  to  us  men  to  finde 
A  man  that  can  in  love  be  trewe  and  kiQde« 

Here  maie  ye  fene,  what  lovir  fo  hebc« 
A  woman  dare  and  can  as  wc^  as  ^c. 


JLEGENDE  OF  DIDO  (JUENE  OF  CARTHAOE. 


«»S 


HERE    FOLOWETH 


THE   LEGENDE  OF    DIDO 


QUENE  OF  CARTHAGE, 


Glokii  and  honour,  Virgile  Mantuan, 

Be  to  thy  name,  and  I  ihal  as  I  can 

Folowc  thy  lanterne  as  thou  gocft  beforne, 

How  JEneas  to  Dido  was  forfwome 

In  thine  JEncide,  and  Nafo  wol  I  take 

The  ten  ur  and  the  grct  efTcdis  make. 

Whan  Trocc  ybrought  was  to  diftnidion 

By  Greltis  flcight,  and  namely  by  Sinon 

Faniog  the  horfe  offrid  unto  Minerve, 

Thnijrh  which  that  many  a  Trojan  muft  ftcrve, 

And  Hc^or  had  aftij-  his  dethapcrcd, 

And  fire  fo  wode  th^t  it  might  nat  ben  flered. 

In  al  the  noble  toure  of  Illion, 

That  of  the  cite  was  the  chefc  dongeon, 

And  al  the  countre  was  fo  Jowe  ibrought, 

And  I^riamus  the  king  fordone  and  nought. 

And  Eneas' was  chargid  by  Venus 

To  flicn  awaie,  he  tokc  Afcanius, 

That  was  his  fon,  in  his  right  hande  and  fleddc, 

And  on  his  backc  he  bare  and  with  him  leddc 

His  oldc  fathir  clcpid  Anchifcs, 

And  by  the  waie  his  wife  Creufa  he  lefe ; 

An(l  mokil  forow  had  he  in  hismindc 

Er  that  he  could  his  fcUwfliip  yfinde, 

But  at  the  laft,  whan  he  had  *hem  yfounde. 

He  made  *hem  redy  in  a  certa^ne  Oounde. 

And  to  the  fc  ful  iz&  he  gap  him  hie. 

And  faihth  forth  with  al  his  companic 

Towards  luile,  as  wold  Dcftinc  ; 

3ut  of  his  aventuris  in  the  fc 

N'i»  nat  to  purpofc  for  to  fpckc  of  here, 

For  t  accordith  nat  to  my  matcre ; 

Bat  a*  I  fa.d,  of  him  and  of  Dido 

Shal  be  my  tal^  til  that  I  have  do. 

So  long  he  failid  in  the  fake  fc 
TiJ  is  libyc  unacth  arrivid  he 


With  fhippis  fevin,  and  no  more  naTie^ 
And  gbd  he  was  to  lond^  for  to  hie. 
So  was  he  with  the  tcmpcft  al  to  (hake; 
And  whan  that  he  the  havin  had  itakc 
He  had  a  knight  wascallid  Achates, 
And  him  of  all  his  fclowfhip  he  chcfe 
To  gon  with  him  the  countre  for  tVfpic^ 
He  ne  toke  with  him  no  more  conipanie. 
But  forthc  thci  gon,  and  left  his  fhippis  ride. 
His  fere  and  he,  withoutin  any  guide. 

So  long  he  walkith  in  this  wildirncflc  j 
Till  at  the  laft  he  met  an  huntireflc ; 
A  bowe  in  hondc  and  arowis  had  flie. 
Her  clothis  cuttid  were  unto  the  kne. 
But  Ihe  was  yet  the  fairift  crtraturfc 
That  cvir  was  iformid  by  Nature, 
And  ^neas  and  Achates  ftic  grcttc^ 
And  thus  Ihe  to  'hem  fpakc  whan  (he  Ticm  met: 

Saw  ye,  (quod  flic)  as  ye  ban  walkid  wide^ 
Any  of  my  fuftrin  walke  you  bedde 
With  any  wild,  bore  or  othir  heft, 
That  rhci  have  huntidto  in  tliis  forcft, 
Ituckid  up,  with  arowes  in  ther  caas  ? 

Nale,  fothly,  ladic,  (quod  thi5.jEncas) 
But  by  thy  bcautc,  as  it  thinkith  me, 
Thou  mightift  ncvir  yerthly  woman  be. 
But  Pl.ocbus  fuftir  art  thou  as  I  gcflc, 
And  if  fo  be  that  thou  be  a  goddi  iTc 
Have  mcrcic  en  cur  labour  and  our  wo. 

I  n*am  no  goddefle  fot '  ly ,  quod  fhc  tho. 
For  maidins  \va  kin  in  this  countre  here 
With  arowes  and  with  bow  in  th:s  manerc; 
This  is  the  rclme  of  Libye  there  y  t  b  n, 
Of  whichc  that  Dido  ladie  is  and  qUw'nc  j 
And  Ihorily  tolde  all  the  oc».afion 
Why  Dido  came  into  that  region, 
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Of  whiche  as  now  me  Uftith  nat  to  rhime ; 

It  nedith  nat ;  it  n*ere  but  lolTe  of  time ; 

For  this  is  all  and  fome,  it  was  Venus, 

His  owne  mothir,  that  fpake  with  him  thus : 

And  to  Carthage  (he  bade  he  (hould  him  dight, 

And  vaniihid  anon  out  of  his  Cght. 

I  could  folowin  worde  for  worde  Virgilc, 

But  it  would  lafttn  all  to  longe  while. 

This  noble  Qnene,  that  clcpid  was  Dido, 
That  whilom  was  the  wife  of  Sichxo, 
That  fairir  was  by  ferr  than  the  bright  fonne. 
This  noble  toane  of  Carthage  hath  iKgonne, 
In  whiche  ihe  reignith  in  fo  grete  faonoor 
That  ihe  was  holdin  of  all  quenis  flour 
Of  gentilleiTe,  of  fredomc,and  beaute. 
That  well  was  him  that  might  her  onis  fe. 
Of  kingis  and  of  lordis  fo  defired. 
That  aU  the  worlde  her  beautie  had  ifired, 
She  (lode  fo  well  in  every  wight*is  grace. 

Whan  .£neas  was  come  unto  the  place. 
Unto  the  raaifUrtemple*  of  all  the  toun, 
There  Dido  was  in  her  devocioun. 
Full  privity  his  waie  than  hath  he  nome : 
Whan  he  was  into  the  large  temple  come 
I  can  not  faine  if  that  it  be  poflible. 
But  Venus  had  him  makid  invifible, 
Thus  £uth  the  boke,  withoutin  any  lefe. 

And  whan  this  .£neas  and  Achates 
Haddin  in  ttiis  temple  ben  ovir  all. 
Than  foundin  thei  depaintid  on  a  wall 
How  Troie  and  all  the  lande  deftroyid  was  ; 
Aims  that  I  was  borne  !  (quod  ^ncas) 
Thorough  the  -^orld  our  ihame  is  kid  fo  wide, 
Now  it  Is  paimid  upon  every  iide  : 
All  we  that  werin  in  profperite 
Ben  how  dtfdaundrid,  and  in  foche  degre, 
No  IcRgir  for  to  Uvjun  I  ne  kepe ; 
And  with  that  word  he  braft  out  for  to  wepe 
So  tendirly  that  routh  it  was  to  fene. 

This  frcflie  ladic,  of  the  citie  Quenc, 
Stode  in  the  temple^  in  her  cflate  roiall. 
So  richily  and  eke  fo  faire  withall, 
So  yong,  fo  luftic,  with  her  eyin  glade. 
That  if  that  God  that  hevin  and  yerth  made 
Would  have  a  love,  for  beaote  and  godencfle. 
And  womanhede,  asd  trouth  and  femelinelTe, 
Whom  fhould  he  lovin  but  this  ladie  fwete  i 
There  n*i8  no  woman  to  him  half  fo  mete. 
Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govimaunce, 
H?.th  (bdainly  brought  in  fo  newe  a  c^unce 
That  nevir  was  there  yet  fo  frened  a  caas, 
For  all  the  companie  of  JEneas, 
Which  that  we  wcnid  have  lorne  in  th«  fe,  ' 
Arivid  is  nought  ferre  fro  that  cite, 
•For  whiche  the  gretis  of  his  lordis  fome 
By  avinture  ben  to  the  cite  come^ 
Unto  that  famS  temple  for  to  feke 
The  Quene,  and  of  her  focour  her  befeke, 
Soche  renome  was  ther  fprong  of  her  godenes. 

And  whan  that  thei  had  tolde  all  ther  diflrefs. 
And  all  ther  tempeft  and  all  ther  hard  cafe. 
Unto  the  Quenc  apperid  ^neas. 
And  opinIyl>eknewe  that  it  was  he ; 
Who  haddiD  joie  than  but  his  meinei 


That  haddin  found  ther  lorde,  ther  govimoiir  ? 

The  Quene  faw  that  thei  did  hii^  foche  honoor, 
And  had  herd  oft  of  .Aneas  er  tho, 
And  in  her  herte  (he  had  routhe  and  wo 
That  evir  foche  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shall  ben  difheritid  in  foche  degre. 
And  fawe  the  man  that  he  was  like  a  knight, 
And  fuffifaun^  of  peribne  and  of  nught, 
And  like  to  ben  a  very  gentilman. 
And  well  his  wordis  he  bciettin  can. 
And  had  a  noble  viiage  for  the  nones. 
And  formid  well  of  brawne  and  eke  of  booes, 
And  aftir  Venus  had  foche  faircneife 
That  no  man  might  be  halfe  fo  faire  I  geffe^ 
And  well  a  lorde  him  fcmid  for  to  be ; 
And  for  he  was  a  ftraungir,  fomwhat  flic 
Yhkid  him  the  bet,  as  God  doe  bote, 
TofQmefolk  oJHn  mrw<  thing  isfote ; 
Anon  her  herte  hath  pitie  of  his  wo. 
And  widi  that  pitc  love  ycantie  alfo ; 
And  thus  for  pite  and  for  gentilneffe 
Refrefhid  muft  he  ben  of  his  difbeffe. 

She  fayid  certis  that  flie  forie  was 
That  he  hath  had  foche  perill  and  foch  caas. 
And  in  her  frendly  fpeche  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  fpake,  and  (aied  as  ye  maie  here : 

Be  ye  nat  Venus  fonne  and  Anchifes  ? 
In  gode  faith  all  the  worihip  and  cncrcfe 
That  I  maie  godely  docn  you  ye  fliall  have; 
Your  (hippis  and  your  meind  Inall  I  fave; 
And  many*  a  gentill  worde  fte  fpake  him  to, 
And  commaundid  her  meffangirs  to  go 
The  fame  daie  withoutin  any  ftulc 
His  ihippis  for  to  feke  and  *hem  viuile : 
Full  many'  a  heft  (he  to  the  (hippis  fent. 
And  with  the  wine  ihe  gan  *hem  to  prdfent. 
And  to  her  roiall  paleis  Ihe  her  fpedde, 
And  .Sneas  alwaie  with  her  (he  ledde. 

What  nedith  you  the  fefUs  to  difcrive  ? 
He  nevir  bet  at  efe  was  in  his  live ; 
Full  was  the  icSi  of  deinties  and  richeflfe. 
Of  inihumentes,  of  fong,  and  of  gladneile. 
And  many^  an  amo*rous  loking  and  dcvifie« 

This  ^neas  is  come  to  paradife 
Out  of  the  fwolowe*  of  hdl,  and  thns  in  joie 
Remembrith  him  of  his  eftate  in  Troie. 
To  daunfing  chambris  full  of  panmentes, 
Of  richd  beddis  and  of  omaoientes. 
This  .£neas  b  ledde  aftir  the  mete ; 
And  with  the  Quene  whan  that  he  had  yletr, 
And  ^icis  partio,  and  the  wine  agon. 
Unto  his  chambir  was  he  lad  anoo 
To  take  his  efe  and  for  to  have  his  reft. 
With  aU  his  folke  to  doen  what  fo  *hkn  left. 

There  ne  was  courfir  well  ibridlid  none, 
Ne  ftedd  for  the  jufting  well  to  gone, 
Ne  largd  pauUrey  eiie  for  the  nones, 
Ne  iewiU  yfret  full  of  rich^  ftones, 
^e  iackis  foil  of  gold,  of  larg^  wight, 
Ne  rubie  none  that  (hinith  bright  by  night, 
Ne  gentill  hautin  faukon  heronere, 
Ne  hounde  for  harte,  or  vrildd  bore,  or  dere, 
Ne  cuppe  of  gold,  with  floreins  newe  ibettef 
That  in  the  londe  of  Libjc  fluic  ^  gctte 
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That  Dido  Re'  hath  ^neas  it  ifent, 
And  all  is  payid  what  that  he  hath  fpent. 
Thus  gan  this  worthy  Quene  her  gefttt  call. 
As  ihe  that  can  in  frcdome  paiEo  all. 

.^ueas  fotheiy  eke,  withoutin  lefe* 
Hath  fent  to  his  ihippis  by  Achates 
Aftir  his  fonnc,  and  aftir  ricfa^  thinges 
Both  fceptre,  dothis,  brochis,  and  eke  ringes. 
Some  for  to  were,  and  feme  for  toprefent 
To  her  th^t  all  thefe  nobje  things  him  fent. 
And  bad  hisfonne  how  that  he  flioold  ymake 
The  preicnting,  and  to  the  Quebe  it  take. 

flepairidis  this  Achates  again. 
And  .£ueas  foil  blisfull  is  and  fain 
To  fein  his  yonge  fonne  Afcanius, 
For  unto  him  it  was  report  id  thus. 
That  Cupido,  that  is  the  god  of  LoTe, 
At  prayir  of  his  mothir  hie  above, 
Yh»d  the  likencffe  of  the  childe  itake. 
This  noble  Quene  enamoured  for  to  make 
On  iEneas ;  hot  as  to  that  fcripturc. 
Be  as  be  pMoc,  I  make  of  it  no  qire; 
But  foth  is  this,  the  <^ene  hath  made  foch  chere 
Unto  this  childe  that  wondir  was  to  here. 
And  of  the  prsfent  that  his  fathir  fent 
She  thankid  him  fall  oft  in  gode  entent. 
Thus  a  this  <i(uene  in  plefaunce  and  ill  jpit 
With  all  thefe  newd  luftie  folke  of  Troie, 
And  of  the  d«dis  hath  (he  mere  enquercd 
Of  ^.neas,  and  all  the  (lorie  lered 
Of  Troi<,  and  all  the  long^  daie  thd  twaie 
Entendidin  for  to  fpekc  and  to  plaie. 
Of  whiche  there  gan  to  bredin  fochc  a  fire, 
That  felie  Dido  hath  now  foche  defire 
With  JEoeas  her  newe  gcft  to  dele 
That  ihe  hath  loft  her  Yxmc  and  eke  her*hele. 

Now  to  the*  cffed)  now  to  the  fraite,  of  all 
Why  I  have  told  this  ftorie*  and  tellin  frail. 

1  bus  1  beginne.  It  fell  upon  a  night, 
Whan  that  the  monc  upreifi^had  her  light. 
This  noble  Quene  unto  her  reft  ywent^ 
She  ligfaid  fore,  and  gone  her  felf  tourment. 
She  ii^Ikith,  waloweth,  and  made  many  braicd, 
As  doen  thefe  lovirs,  as  I  have  herd  iaied, 
And  at  the  lafte  unto  her  fuftir  Anne 
She  *iade  her  mone, and  rightthus  fpake  ftie  than : 

Now,  der^  fuftir  mine  !  what  roaie  it  be 
That  me  ^;aftith  in  my  dreme  f  (quod  fre) 
This  like  newe  Trojan  is  ib  in  my  thought. 
For  that  me  thinketh  he  it  fo  we)l  iwrought, 
And  eke  U>  likely  for  to  ben  a  man, 
Aod  therwithall  fo  mUkiU  gode  he  can, 
That  all  my  love  and  life  lieth  in  his  cure ; 
Have  ye  nat  herd  him  teH  his  avinture  ? 

Now  ctrtis,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rcd^  me» 
I  woldin  fain  to  him  iweddid  be ; 
This  is  the  tSc6t ;  what  fronld  I  more  feine  f 
In  him  lieth  all  to  doe  me  live  or  deine. 

Her  fuftir  Anne,  as  ihe  that  coud  her  gode. 
Said  as  her  thought,  and  fomdele  it  withftode ; 
But  hereof  was  fo  long  a  fermoning 
It  were  to  long  to  makin  reheriing ; 
But  finally,  it  male  not  be  withftonde, 
^.^re  woU  ylovc,  for  no  wi^t  woU  it  wonde; 
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The  dawning  uprift  out  of  the  fultc  fc , 
This  amorous  Quene  chargith  her  mein^ 
The  nettis  drciTc,  and  fpcris  brode  and  kene, 
An  hunting  woU  this  lufUc  freih^  Quene, 
So  piikJth  her  this  newe  jolie  wo; 
To  horfe  is  all  her  ludie  folke  igo. 
Unto  the  court  the  houndis  ben  ibrought* 
And  upon  coarfir  fwift  as  any  thought 
Her  yong^  knightis  hevin  all  about. 
And  of  her  women  eke  an  kngd  rout : 
Upon  a  thicks  palfraie,  papirwhite. 
With  fadiU  redde,  enbroudid  with  dclite, 
Ofgoldcthe  barris,up  cnboiTid  high, 
Sate  Dido,  all  in  golde  and  perrcywrigh. 
And  ihe  is  faire  as  is  the  brightc  morowe 
That  helith  lick  folkis  of  night*isforowe. 
Upon  a  couriir  ftartlin  as  the  fire. 
Men  mightin  toumc  him  with  a  little  wire. 

But  JEneas,  like  Phcsbus  to  devife. 
So  was  he  freib  arayid  in  his  wife. 
The  fomie  bridill,  with  the  bitte  of  gold, 
Govimith  he  right  as  himfelf  hath  would ; 
And  forthe  this  noble  Quene,  this  ladie,  ride 
On  bunting,  with  this  Trojan  by  hei  fide. 
The  herde  of  hartis  foundin  is  anon. 
With  Hey  go  bet,pricke  thou,  let  gon,  let  gon  I 
Why  n'il  the  lion  comin  or  the  here. 
That  I  might  him  ones  metin  with  this  fpere  ? 
I'hus  iain  this  yong^  folke,  and  up  thei  kill 
The  wilde  hartis,  and  have  'hem  at  thir  will. 

Emong  all  this  to  romblin  gan  the  heven. 
The  thondir  rorid  with  *a  grifly  fteven, 
Douaxome  the  rain,  with  haile  and  Act  fo  b£t. 
With  hevin's  fire,  that  made  fo  fore  agaft 
This  noble  Quene  and  alfo  her  main^. 
That  eche  of  *hem,  was  glade  awaid  to  fle ; 
And,  ihortly ,  fro  the  tempeft  her  to  fave 
She  ^ed  her  felf  into  a  little  cave. 
And  with  her  went  this  ^neas  alfo, 
1  n'ot  with  *hem  if  ther  went  any  mo. 
The  audour  makith  of  it  no  mencion ; 
And  here  began  the  depe  afTeiSion 
Betwixt  *hem  two ;  this  was  the  firftc  morowe 
Of  her  gladneife  and  ginning  of  her  forowe. 
For  there  hath  .^neas  iknelid  fo. 
And  tolde  her  all  his  hert  and  all  his  wo. 
And  fwome  fo  dep^  to  her  to  be  true 
For  well  or  wo,  and  chaungtn  for  no  newe. 
And  as  a  falfe  lovir  fo  well  can  plain. 
That  felie  Dido  rcwid  on  his  pain, 
Toke  him  for  huibond,  and  became  hU  wife 
For  evirmore,  while  that  'hem  laft  fhulde  life; 
And  aftir  this,  when  that  the  tempeft  ftent^. 
With  mirth  out  as  thei  came  homward  thei  went  i 
The  wickid  fame  uprofe,  and  that  anon. 
How  .^neas  hath  with  the  Qiiene  igon 
Into  the  cave,  and  demid  as  ^em  lift  ; 
And  whan  the  King  (that  Yarbas  hight)  it  will. 
As  he  that  bad  htr  loved  evir  his  life. 
And  wowid  her  to  bavin  to  his  wife, 
Soche  forow'  as  he  hath  makid  and  foche  chere 
It  is  a  routhe  and  pity  for  to  here  ; 
But  as  in  love  all  daie  it  happith  fo 
Ihat  one  ihall  laughin  at  an  othir's  wo^ 
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Now  !anghith  JEncM,  and  is  in  joic 
And  more  richelle  than  evir  was  in  Troie. 

O  fclie  woman,  full -of  innocence, 
Full  of  pite,  of  truthe,  and  continence ! 
What  makid  you  to  men  to  truftin  fo  ? 
Have  ye  foche  routhe  upon  thcr  fainid  wo 
And  have  foche  old  enfamplisyou  beforne  ? 
Se  ye  nat  all  how  that  thei  ben  forfworne  f 
Where  fe  ye  one  that  he  ne*  hath  lafte  his  lefe. 
Or  ben  unkinde,  or  doen  her  fome  mifchefc. 
Or  pillid  her,  or  boftid  of  his  dede  ? 
Ye  maie  as  well  it  fene  as  ye  maic  rede. 
Takith  hcde  now  of  this  grete  gentilman^ 
This  Trojan,  that  fo  well  her  pleiin  can. 
That  fainith  him  fo  true  and  obeifing, 
So  gemiU  and  fo  privie*  of  his  doing. 
And  can  fo  well  doen  all  his  obeifaunce. 
And  waitith  her  at  feftis  and  at  daunce, 
And  whan  {he  goeth  to  ttsraple*  and  home  again, 
And  faftin  till  he  hath  his  ladie  fein. 
And  bertn  in  his  devifis  for  her  fake 
N*ot  I  nat  what,  and  fongis  would  he  make, 
Ju{lB,and  doen  of  armis  many  thinges, 
Sende  her  lettirs,  tokins,  brochis,  and  ringes. 

Now  hcrkcnith  how  he  ihal  his  lady  ferve  : 
There  as  he  was  in  pcrill  for  to  flervc 
For  hungir  and  for  mifchefe  in  the  fe, 
And  dcfolate,  and  fledde  fro  his  countre. 
And  all  his  foike  with  temped  all  to  driven. 
She  hath  her  body  and  eke  her  relme  yeven 
Into  his  honde,  there  as  (he  might  have  ben 
Of  othir  land  than  of  Carthage  a  queue. 
And  lived  in  joy  inough  ;  what  would  ye  qiore  ? 

This  .£neas,  that  hath  thus  depc  ifwore. 
Is  werie  of  his  craft  within  a  throwe. 
And  the  bote  emefl  is  all  ovirblowc. 
And  privily  he  doeth  his  (hippis  dight, 
.  And  ihapith  him  to  ftele  awaie  by  night. 

This  Dido  hath  fufpe<5tioa  of  this. 
And  thoughtin  well  that  it  was  all  amis. 
For  in  his  bcdde  he  lieth  anight  and  iiketh  : 
She  afltith  him  anon,  What  the  miflikcth. 
My  der.  hcrtc  !  whiche  that  I  lovin  mofte  ? 

Ccrtis  (quod  he)  tliis  night  ray  fathir's  ghofle 
Hath  in  my  flcpe  me  fo  forcly  tourmented. 
And  eke  Mcrcuric*s  his  meffage  hath  prcfented, 
That  ncdis  to  the  conqucft  of  Itaile 
My  defUnie  is  fone  for  to  faile. 
For  which  ine  thinkith  broftin  is  mine  hert ; 
Therwith  his  falfc  tcris  out  thei  ftcrt. 
And  takith  her  within  his  armis  two. 

Is  that  in  cmefl  ?  (quod  (he)  woU  ye  fo  ? 
Have  yc  no  fworne  to  wife  me  for  to  take  ? 
Alas !  what  woman  woU  ye  of  me  make  ? 
I  am  a  gentill  woman  and  a  queue. 
Ye  woU  not  fro  your  wife  thus  foul  yflcne  ? 
That  1  was  borne  alas !  what  (hall  I  do  ? 

To  telle  in  fbort,  this  noble  (^i^e  Dido 


She  fekith  halowes  and  doeth  facrifice. 

She  knelith,  crieth,  that  routh  istode^r^ 

Conjurith  him,  and  profe'rith  him  to  be 

His  thrall,  hisfervaunt,  in  the  beft  degre. 

She  fallith  him  to  fote,and  fownith  there. 

Difchevilid  with  her  bright  gildid  here. 

And  faieth,  Have  mercy !  let  me  with  you  ride, 

Theic  lordis  whiche  that  wonnin  me  bedde 

Woll  me  deftroyin  only  for  your  fake  ; 

And  if  ye  wolic  me  now  to  wife  ytake 

As  ye  have  fworne,  than  woll  1  ycve  you  Icvc 

Te  (laen  me  with  your  fwerde  nowfon  at  eve. 

For  than  yet  (hall  I  dyin  as  your  wife ; 

I  am  with  childe,  and  yeve  my  childe  his  life  : 

0  mercie,  Lorde  '.  have  pite  in  your  thoaght. 
But  all  this  thing  availith  her  right  nought. 
For  on  a  night  he  (leping  let  her  lie. 

And  dole  awaye  into  his  company. 
And  as  a  traitour  forthe  he  gan  to  faile 
Towardis  the  large  countre  of  Itaile  : 
And  thus  hath  he  left  Dido*  in  wo  and  pine, 
An4  weddid  there  a  ladie  bight  Lavine. 
A  clothe  he  laft,and  eke  his  fworde  (landing, 
Whan  he  fro  Dido  ftalc  in  her  fieping. 
Right  at  her  bedd*is  hedde,  fo  gan  he  hie 
Whan  that  he  fUle  awaie  to  his  navie. 

Which  cloth  whan  felie  Dido  gan  awake 
She  hath  it  kifte  ful  oftin  for  his  fake. 
And  faid,  Swetc  cloth  !  while  Jupiter  it  left 
Take  my  foule,unbinde  me  of  this  anreA, 

1  have  fulfilled  of  Fortune  all  the  courfc  ; 
And  thus,  alas!  withootin  his  focourfe 
Twentie  timis  ifwounid  heth  (he  than. 
And  whan  that  (he  unto  her  fuftir  Anne 
Complainid  had  of  which  I  maie  not  write. 
So  grete  routh  I  have  \t  for  to  endite. 
And  bad  her  norice  and  her  fulb-in  gon 
To  fetchin  fire  and  othir  thinges  anon. 
And  fay  id  that  (he  woulde  facrifie  ; 

And  whan  (he  might  her  time  well  afpie 
Upon  the  fire  of  iacrifice  (he  derte. 
And  with  his  fworde  (he  rofe  her  to  the  herte  : 
But  as  mine  audour  faith  yet  this  (he  feide. 
Or  (he  was  hurtin,  beforne  or  (he  deide. 
She  wrote  a  Icttre*  anon,  and  thus  began ; 

Right  fo  (quod  (he)  asthemilkwhit^  fwan 
Ayenft  his  deth  beginnith  for  to  (ing. 
Right  fo  to  you  I  tx\ake  n^y  complaining. 
Not  that  I  trowe  to  gettin  you  again. 
For  well  I  wote  that  it  is  al  in  vain. 
Sens  that  the  goddes  ben  contrarious  to  me. 
But  fin  my  name  is  lod  through  you  (quod  (be) 
I  maie  well  lefc  a  worde  on  you  or  letter. 
All  be  it  I  (hall  be  nevir  the  better, 
For  thilke  wind  that  blewe  your  (hip  awaie 
The  fami  winde  hath  blowe  awaie  your  faic : 
But  vf  ho  fo  wol  al  this  lettre'  have  in  nunde 
Rede  Ovide,  and  in  him  he  fiiall  it  finde^ 
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HERE      FOLOWETH 


THE  LEGENDE  OF  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


Thou  role  of  £»lfc  loviris,  Dulce  Jafon, 
Thau  fleer,  devourir,  and  confufion, 
Of  gcntill  women,  gentil  crelturcs, 
Thoa  Tnadifl  thy  reclaiming  and  thy  luret 
To  ladies  of  thy  fcathliche  aparaunce, 
And  of  thy  wordis  farfid  with  plefaunce. 
And  of  thy*fainid  trouth  and  thy  roanere, 
With  thine  obeifauncc  and  humble  chcrc. 
And  with  thine  counterfeitid  pain  and  wo. 
There  othir  falfin  one  thou  falfid  two. 
O !  of  tin  fwore  thou  that  thou  woldift  die 
For  love  whan  thou  ne  feltift  maladie 
Save  foule  delitc,  whiche  that  thou  callifl  love  : 
If  that  I  live  thy  name  ihall  be  y(hove 
In  Engliibe,  that  thy  dcceipt  fhall  be  knowc  : 
Have  at  the,  Jafon ;  now  thin  horn  is  blow. 
But  cenis  it  is  bothd  routh  and  wo 
That  JLove  with  fa  f  c  lovirs  werkith  fo. 
For  thci  ftial  have  well  bettir  love  and  chcrc 
Thaii  he  that  hath  aboughtin  love  full  dere. 
Or  had  in  armis  many*  a  bloodie  boze, 
For  ay  as  tcndre*  a  capon  etcth  the  fox. 
Though  he  be  fals,  and  hath  the  foule  betraied. 
As  ihall  the  godc  man  that  therefore  hath  paied ; 
Although  he  have  to  the'  capon  ikill  and  right 
The  falfd  fbxe  woU  have  his  part  at  night : 
On  Jafon  this  enfample*  i^^  well  ifene 
By  Hypfipylc*  and  Medea  the  quene. 

In  Thefralie,afl  Ovide  tcllith  us. 
There  was  a  knight  that  hightin  Pelus, 
That  had  a  brothir  whiche  that  hight  -i^on; 
And  whan  for  age  he  might  unnethis  gon 
He  yavc  to  Pclcus  the  govirning 
Of  all  his  reigne,  and  made  him  lorde  and  king ; 
Of  whiche  JEfon  this  Jafon  gettin  was. 
That  in  his  time  in  all  that  land  there  n*as 
Nat  foche  a  fansoos  knight  of  genti  Uffc^ 
Of  frcdome,  of  ftrengtl^,  and  «f  ludineiSt. 


Aftir  his  fathir's  deth  be  bare  him  fo 
That  there  n'as  none  that  lifl  to  ben  his  foe. 
But  did  him  all  honour  and  companie. 
Of  whiche  this  Peleus  hath  grcte  envie. 
Imagining  that  Jafon  might  >  be 
Enhaur.fid  fo,and  put  in  foche  dcgrc. 
With  love  of  lordis  of  his  rcgioun. 
That  from  his  teignc  he  maie  be  put  adoun. 
And  in  his  wit  anight  compaflid  he 
How  this  Jafon  might  beft  diftroyid  be, 
Withoutin  fclaundir  of  his  compaOnent; 
And  at  the  lafl  he  toke  avifcnicnt 
That  to  fende  him  into  fome  ferrc  countrc, 
Theras  this  Jafon  maie  dillroyid  be  : 
This  was  his  wit,  all  made  he  to  Jafon 
Crete  chcre  of  loke  and  of  affcdion. 
For  drcde  left  that  his  lordis  it  cfpidc. 
And  fo  bifcll  it,  as  fame  ronnith  wide. 
There  was  foche  tiding  or  all,  and  foche  looa. 
That  in  an  ifle  that  caJIid  was  Colchos, 
That  ftoote  beyondc  Troic  eftward  in  the  fe. 
There  was  a  Ram  which  that  men  mightin  fc 
That  had  a  Flees  of  Golde  that  fhonc  io  bright 
That  no  where  was  there  foche  an  othir  fight ; 
But  it  was  kept  alwaie  with  a  dragoun. 
And  many  othir  marvailes  up  and  doun. 
And  with  twobuUis  makid  all  of  bras. 
That  fpittin  fire,  and  mochil  thing  thcr  was  j 
Bur  this  was  eke  the  tal   nathclts. 
That  who  fo  would  ywinnin  thilkc  Flees 
He  muft  bothe,  or  that  he  it  winnin  might. 
With  the  bullis  and  with  the  dragon  fight.    - 

And  King  Ocrus  lorde  was  of  that  ilc. 
This  Peleus  bethought  upon  this  while 
That  he  his  nevcwe  Jafon  would  exhort 
To  failin  to  that  londc  him  to  difport. 
And  fayid,  Ncvewe,  if  it  might  ybc 
That  foche  a  worlbip  might  bcfallin  the 
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That  thoa  this  famous  trefure  mightift  win, 

And  bringin  it  my  region  within, 

It  were  to  me  grctc  plcfauncc  and  honour, 

Than  were  I  holdin  to  quite  thy  labour. 

And  all  thy  coftis  I  woU  my  felf  make. 

And  chcfith  what  folke  thou  wolt  with  the  take 

Let  fc  now,  darilc  thou  takin  this  voiage  ? 

Jafon  was  young,  and  lullie  of  corage, 

And  undirtoke  to  doen  this  iike  emprife ; 

Anon  Argus  his  Ihippis  gan  deTtfe. 

With  Jafon  went  the  ftrong  ftout  Hercule^ 
And  many*  an  othir  that  he  with  him  ches ; 
But  who  fo  aikith  who  is  with  hini  gon 
Let  him  rede  the  bokc  Argonauticon, 
For  he  wol  tcl  a  tali  long  inough. 
Philocrctcs  anon  the  faileup  drough, 
Whan  that  the  winde  was  godc,  and  gan  hiM  hie 
Out  of  his  countrc  callid  Theifaltc. 
So  long  thei  failid  in  the  falt-l  fe 
Till  in  the  ilc  of  Lemnos  arived  he, 
All  be  this  nat  rcherfid  of  Guido, 
Yet  faieth  Ovide  in  his  Epiftlis  fo  ; 
And  of  this  ileland  ladie  was  and  quene 
The  faire  and  yonge  Hypfipylc  the  (bene. 
That  whilom  Thoas  doughter  was,  the  king. 

Hypfipylc  was  gon  in  her  playing, 
And  roming  on  the  clevis  by  the  fe ; 
Undir  a  ba^e  anone  cfpyid  (he 
Where  laie  the  Ihippe  that  Jafon  gon  arive } 
Of  her  godeneffe  adoune  (he  fendith  blivc 
To  wetin  if  that  any  (^raungd  wight 
With  tempcft  thidir  were  iblowe  anight, 
To  doen  *hem  fotour,  as  was  her  u(aunce 
•To  furthVin  every  wight,  and  don  ple&unce 
Of  very  bonnte  and  of  curtide. 

This  meflangir  adoune  him  gan  to  hie, 
And  founde  Jafon  and  Hercules  aUb, 
That  in  a  cogge  to  londe  werin  igo 
'Hem  to  refirefiiin  and  to  take  the  aire. 
The  morowning  attempre  was  and  faire, 
And  in  ther  waie  this  me(rangir  *hem  mette ; 
Full  conningly  thcfe  lordis  two  he  grettc. 
And  did  his  me(ragc,  adcing  *hem  anon 
If  thei  wcr  brokin  or  ought  wo  bigon. 
Or  had  nede  of  Iode(men  or  of  vitaile  f 
For  of  fuccour  they  (houldin  nothing  faile. 
For  it  was  uttirly  the  Qucn'is  will. 
Jafon  anfwerid  mekely  and  ttiU, 
My  ladie  (quod  he)  thanke  I  hertily 
Of  her  godenelTe  :  ds  nedith  truily 
Nothing  as  now,  but  that  we  werie  be. 
And  comin  for  to  plaie  out  of  the  fe 
Till  that  the  winde  be  bcttir  in  our  waie. 
This  ladie  romith  by  the  cliffe  to  plaie, 
With  her  mein^,  endlong  upon  the  (b-onde, 
And  findith  Jafon  and  this  othir  ttondt 
In  fpeking  of  this  thing,  as  I  you  told. 
This  Hercules  and  Jafon  gan  behold^ 
How  that  the  Quene  it  was,  and  faire  hergrete, 
Anon  right  as  thei  with  this  ladie  mete. 
And  (he  toke  hedc,  and  knewe  by  ther  maaere, 
By  ther  araie,  by  wordis,  and  by  chere, 
That  it  were  gentillmen  of  grete  degre, 
Aod  to  the  oMt  with  her  ledith  (he 


Thefe  ftraung<i  folke,  and  dpith  *hcm  gr&  honor 

And  aikith  'hem  of  travaile  and  of  labor 

That  thei  have  fuffrid  in  the  falte  fe  ; 

So  that  within  a  daie,  or  two  or  thre. 

She  kncwc  by  the*  folke  that  in  his  (hippis  be 

That  it  was  Jafon,  full  of  renom^. 

And  Hercules,'  that  had  the  grete  loos. 

That  foughtin  the  aveotures  of  Colchos, 

And  did  'hem  honour  more  than  before. 

And  with  *hem  deled  evir  longir  the  more. 

For  thei  ben  worthy  folke  withoutin  Icfe, 

And  namely  motte  (he  fpake  with  Herculev, 

To  him  her  herte  (he  bare,  an  he  (honld  be 

Sadde,  wife,  and  true,  of  wordis  avif^, 

Withoutin  any  othir  alTedion 

Of  love,  or  othir  imagtnacion. 

This  Hercules  hath  this  Jafon  fo  preifcd. 
That  to  the  funnd  he  hath  him  iip  retfcd. 
That  halfe  fo  true  a  tfian  there  n*asof  love 
Undir  the  cope  of  heven  that  is  above. 
And  he  was  wife,  bardie,  fecrcte,  and  richc. 
Of  thefe  iri  pointis  there  n*as  non  him  liche. 
Of  f  redome  paffid  he  and  lu(Ue  hedde 
All  tho  that  livin  and  all  tho  ben  dcdde. 
Thereto  fo  grete  a  gentiUman  was  he/ 
And  of  Theflalie  likely  king  to  be; 
There  n*as  no  lacke  but  that  he  was  agall 
To  love,  and  for  to  fpelcin  (hamefa(l; 
Him  had  levir  himfclf  murdir  and  die 
Than  that  nnen  (houlda  lovir  him  cfpie. 
As  woldd  Ood  above  that  I  had  give 
My  blode  ^d  flelhe,  fo  that  I  might  live 
With  the  bones,  thu  he  had  aught  where  a  wife 
For  his  ellate,  (br  foche  a  lu(Ue  life 
She  (houldin  ledin  with  this  luftie  knight : 
And  all  this  was  coropalfid  on  the  night 
Bctwixin  Jaibn  and  this  Hetculcs : 
Of  both  thefe  two  here  vras  a  (hreud^  Icfc, 
To  come  to  houfe  upon  an  innocent. 
For  to  bedote  this  Quene  was  ther  ententv 
And  Jafon  is  as  coie  as  is  a  maide ; 
He  lokith  pitoufly,  but  naught  he  (aied; 
But  frely  yave  be  to  her  counfaikrs 
Yefcis  full  grete  and  to  her  officers. 
As  would  God  that  I  le(ir  had  and  time 
By  proce(re  all  his  woeing  for  to  rime; 
But  in  thjs  houfe  if  a  falfc  lovir  be. 
Right  as  himfelf  now  doeth  right  fo  did  he 
With  faining  and  with  every  fubtiU  dede  ; 
Ye  get  no  more  of  me  but  ye  woU  rede 
Th*  original!,  that  tellith  all  the  caas. 

The  fothe  is  this,  that  Jafon  weddid  was 
Unto  this  Quene,  and  toke  of  her  fubftauoce 
What  fo  him  lifk  onto  his  pnrveiaunce ; 
And  upon  her  begate  he  childrin  two. 
And  drough  his  0iile,  and  fawc  her  nevir  mo. 
A  lettir  fent  flie  unto  him  certain. 
Which  were  to  long  to  vrtittin  and  to  fain. 
And  him  reprovith  of  his  grete  ontrouth. 
And  prayith  him  on  her  to  have  fome  routb. 
And  on  his  childrin  two  :  (he  faid  him  this^ 
That  thei  be  like  of  alk  thing  iwit 
To  Jafoif,  fave  that  thei  couth  nat  begile; 
And  prayid  God  or  it  were  long^  whUe 
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That  file  tliat  had  his  bene  ireft  her  fro 
Mote  findin  him  untrue  and  falfe  alfo, 
And  that  (he  mufte  both  her  childrin  fpill. 
And  alle  the  that  fufErith  him  his  will. 
And  true  to  Jafon  was  (he  all  her  life. 
And  eTir  kept  her  chaile  as  for  )ub  wife,  i 
Ne  nerir  had  ihe  joie  at  her  herte, 
B«t  dfid  for  his  lov«  of  forowes  Onerte. 

To  Colchis  comin  is  this  Duke  Jafon, 
That  is  of  love  devourir  and  dragon. 
As  matire  appetitith  forme  alwaie. 
And  from  forme  into  forme  it  palSn  maicy 
Or  as  a  well^  that  were  botomlea; 
Right  fo  can  falfe  Jafon  have  no  pees 
For  to  deiirin  through  his  appetite 
To  doen  with  gentiUwoman  his  delite  ; 
This  is  his  lufte  and  his  felicite. 
Jafon  is  romid  forthe  to  the  cite 
That  whilom  clepid  was  Jaibnicos, 
That  was  the  maiftirtoune  of  all  Cokhos, 
And  hath  itolde  the  caufe  of  his  coming 
Unto  JEoBta,  of  that  countre  king. 
Praying  him  ihat  he  muft  doen  his  afiaie 
To  gctte  the  Flece  of  Golde  if  that  he  maic. 
Of  whiche  the  King  aifentith  to  hi»  bone, 
And  doth  him  honour  as  it  is  to  done, 
So  ferforth  thu  his  doughtir  and  his  heire 
Medea,  whiche  that  was  fo  wife  and  faire, 
That  faiirir  iawe  there  nevir  man  virith  eye, 
He  made  her  doen  to  Jafon  companie 
At  mete,  and  fittin  by  him  in  the  hall. 

Now  was  Jafon  a  femely  man  withall. 
And  like  a  lorde,  and  had  a  grete  renoun. 
And  of  his  loke  roiall  as  a  Uoun, 
And  godelie  of  his  fpeche  and  familiere. 
And  coud  of  love  the  craft  and  art  plenere 
Withoutin  boke,  with  evcriche  obfervaunce ; 
And  as  Fortune  her  ought  a  foule  mifchaunce 
She  woxe  enamorid  upon  this  man. 

JafoD,  (quod  (he)  for  ought  I  fe  or  can 
As  of  this  thing  the  whiche- ye  ben  about^ 
Ye  and  your  felf  ye  put  in  mochil  doubt. 
For  wbo  fo  woU  this  avinture  atcheve 
He  maie  nat  weie  after  tin  as  I  leve 
Withoutin  deth,  but  1  his  helpe  be ; 
But  nathclcs  it  is  my  will  (quod  ihc) 
To  forthrin  you  fo  that  ye  (hall  nat  die. 
But  turnin  founde  home  to  your  ThelTidie. 

My  right  fair  lady !  (quod  this  Jafon  tho) 
That  ye  have  of  my  deth  or  of  my  wo 
Any  regarde,'and  doen  me  this  honour, 
I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  labour 
JD4ay  nat  defervin  it  my  liv'is  daie ; 
iiod  thanks  you  there  I  nc  can  ne  maie ; 


Your  man  am  I,  and  lowely  you  befeche 
To  ben  my  helpe  withoutin  more  fpeche ; 
But  certis  for  my  deth  ihal  I  not  fpare. 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  declare 
The  peril  of  this  cafe  fro  point  to  point. 
Of  his  batyle,  and  eke  in  what  disjoynt 
He  mote  ilondin,  of  wniche  no  creture 
Save  onley  ihe  ne  might  his  lyfe  alFure  : 
And  ihortly,  right  to  the  poynt  for  to  go^ 
They  ben  accordid  full  betwyxe  *hem  two 
That  Jafon  ihall  her  wedde  as  her  true  knight^ 
And  terme  yfct  to  comin  fone  at  night 
Unto  her  duunbre,  and  make  there  hisothe 
Upon  the  goddes,  that  he  for  Ide  or  lothe 
Ne  ihulde  her  nevir  falfin  nyght  ne  daye 
I'o  ben  her  hufbonde  whyle  he  lyvin  maye. 
As  fhe  that  from  his  deth  him  iavid  here ; 
And  hereupon  at  night  they  mete  yferc. 
And  doth  his  othe,  and  gom  with  her  to  beddej 
And  on  the  morewe  upwarde  he  him  fpedde. 
For  ihe  hath  taught  him  how  he  (kal  nat  fayk 
The  Flees  to  wynne  and  ftintin  his  bataile. 
And  favid  hym  his  life  a;id  his  honour. 
And  gate  him  a  name  as  a  conquerour. 
Right  through  the  Height  of  her  enchanthnent* 
Now  hath  Jafon  the  Flefe,  and  home  is  wtnt 
With  Medea^  and  treibnrs  full  grete  wonne  : 
'  But  unwyfte  of  her  £sthir  ihe  is  goonc 
To  Theilalye  with  Dnkr  Jafon  her  lefc. 
That  afrirwarde  hath  brought  her  to  malbhefe. 
For  as  a  traytour  he  is  from  her  go. 
And  with  her  lefte  yong^  childrin  two, 
And  falfely  hath  bmayid  her,  alas ! 
And  er  in  love  a  chefe  traytour  he  was. 
And  waddid  yet  the  third^wyfe  anon, 
That  was  the  dou^tir  of  the  Kyng  CreoD. 

This  is  the  mcde  of  lovyi^  and  guerdon 
That  Medea  receved  of  Duke  Jaibn 
Right  for  her  truth  and  for  her  kyndinefle. 
That  loved  him  bettir  than  her  felf  I  gefle. 
And  lefte  her  fathir  and  her  herytage : 
And  of  Jafon  this  is  the  vsdfalage. 
That  in  his  dayes  n*as  nevir  non  yfoubde 
So  falfe  a  lovir  goyng  on  the  grounde  ; 
And  therefore  in  her  lettir  thus  ihe  fayd, 
Firft  whan  ihe  of  his  faUhefle  him  upbrayd. 
Why  lykid  me  thy  yelowc  here  to  fe 
More  than  the  bonndis  of  myn  honefle  f 
Why  lykid  me  thy  youth  and  thy  feymeiTe, 
And  of  thy  tonge  the*  infynite  gracyoufiiefle  ? 

O  !  haddeft  thou  in  thy  conquefi  ded  ybe 
Ful  mikil  untrouth  had  ther  dyed  with  the. 
Wel  can  Ovide  her  lettre'  in  verfe  endyte. 
Which  were  as  fiow  to  long6  for  to  writ«. 
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Npwt  mote  1  faJn  tK*  exilvng  of  kysgU 
Of  Rome  for  ther  horible  doyngis, 
Of  the  laile  kynge  Sextus  Tarqulnius, 
As  faith  Ovid  and  Titus  Ly vius ; 
But  for  that  caufe  tcl  1  nat  this  ftorye. 
But  for  to  prayfe  and  drawe  in  memorye 
The  vcr .  wyfc  the  very  true  Lucrefic, 
That  for  her  wifehode  and  her  fledfailnefle 
Nat  onely  tliat  thcfe  Panymes  her  conimcndey 
But  that  ydcpid  is  in  our  Legende 
The  gret  AuAyn,  that  hath  compadloun 
or  this  iiucrece  that  (larfe  in  Rome  toun. 
And  in  what  wife  I  woll  but  ftiortly  trcte, 
And  of  this  thing  I  touch  not  but  the  grete. 

Whan  Ardea  befiegid  was  aboute 
With  Romayns  that  ful  fteme  wcrin  and  flout, 
Ful  long :  lay  the  fiegc,  and  litil  wroughten, 
So  that  they  wer  halfe  ydil  as  •faenl  thoughten, 
And  in  his  play  Tarquinius  the  yonge 
Can  for  to  jape,  for  he  was  lyght  of  tonge, 
And  fayid  that  it  was  an  ydle  lyfc, 
No  man  d  d  there  no  more  than  did  his  wife. 
And  let  us  fpeke  of  wivis,  that  is  beft, 
PraiCe  cv^ic  man  his  own  as  him  left, 
And  with  our  fpechis  let  us  efe  our  herte. 

A  knight  (yclcpid  Colatin)  up  fterte, 
And  fayid  thus  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  no  ncde 
To  tiowin  on  the  wordc  but  on  the  dcde; 
I  have  a  wife  (quod  he)  that  as  I  tfowe 
Is  holdin  gode  of  al  that  er  her  knowe, 
Go  we  to  Rome  to  nvght  and  wc  (hul  fe. 

Tarquinius  anfwerde,  That  lykith  me. 
To  Rome  they  be  comin,  and  fall  'hem  dighte 
To  Colat\  n*is  houfe,  and  d<'wne  they  light, 
Tarquinius  and  eke  this  Colatine  ; 
The  huibonde  knewe  the  eftirs  wel  and  fyne, 
And  ful  privcly  into  the  houfe  thci  gone  : 

Nor  at  the  gate  ne  portir  was  there  none. 
And  at  the  chambre  dore  they  abyde. 
Thii  noble  wife  fate  by  her  bcdd'is  fydc 


Difcheveled,  for  no  malyce  (he  ne  thought ^ 
And  foft  wol,  faith  I. ivy,  that  (he  wrought 
To  kcpin  her  from  flouth  and  ydilncfle. 
And  bad  her  fcrvauntesdone  ther  beiinene. 
And  aflcith  *hem,  What  tidinges  herin  ye  ? 
How  faieth  men  of  the  ficgc,  howe  (hal  it  be  ? 
God  woldc  the  wallis  were  fall  in  adowne ! 
Myn  hufbond  is  to  long  out  of  this  townc. 
For  whiche  drede  doth  me  forely  to  fmerte. 
Right  as  a  fwordc  it  ftyngith  to  mine  hert 
Whan  I  thinkin  on  this  or  of  that  place ; 
God  fave  my  lordc,  1  pray  him  for  his  grace! 
And  thcrwithal  fo  tendirly  gan  wcpe. 
And  of  her  wcrkc  Ihe  toke  no  more  kepe. 
But  mckily  (he  let  her  cyin  fal, 
And  thilki}  femblant  fate  her  wel  withal. 
And  ckc  her  tcris,  ful  of  honcflc 
Embcliflid  her  wifely  challite; 
Her  countinauDce  is  to  her  herte  digne. 
For  thei  accordidin  in  dede  and  figne. 
And  with  that  wordc  her  hufbonde  Colatia, 
Or  (he  of  him  was  ware,  came  ftcrtling  in. 
And  fayid,  Drcde  the  nat  for  I  am  here  : 
And  (he  anone  up  rofc  with  blifsful  chcre. 
And  kyffed  him,  as  of  wivis  is  the  wonne. 

Tarquinius,  this  proud^  king*is  fonne, 
Concevid  hath  her  beautie  and  her  chcre. 
Her  yelowe  here,  her  bountic*,  und  her  manere. 
Her  hewe,  her  wordis,  that  (he  hath  complained. 
And  by  no  craft  her  beautie  was  nat  fained. 
And  caught  unto  this  lady  foche  dcfirc 
That  in  his  hert  he  brent  as  any  (ire. 
So  wodely.  that  his  witte  was  all  forgotten. 
For  wel  thought  he  (he  (huld^  nat  be  gotcn; 
And  aye  the  more  that  he  was  in  difpaire 
The  more  he  covetith  and  thought  her  faire  ; 
His  bUnd^  lufte  was  al  his  coveting. 
On  morowc,  vhan  the  birde  began  to  fyng, 
Unto  the  (lege  he  comet h  ful  privily. 
And  by  himfelfe  he  walkith  fobiily. 
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The'  ymagc  of  her  recording  alway  ncwc. 

Thus  lay  her  here,  and  thus  frcfti  was  her  hew. 

Thus  fate  flic,  thus  Ihe  fpake,  this  was  her  chcrc. 

Thus  fairc  {he  was,  and  this  was  her  mancrc  : 

Al  thi«  conceite  his  hertc  hach  ncwc  ytake. 

And  as  the  'e  with  tempeil  al  to  fliake, 

Til  at  aftir  whan  the  (lorme  is  al  ago  i 

Yet  woU  the  watir  quappc  a  daie  or  two, 

Right  fo,  though  that  her  fomic  were  abfcnt 

The  plcTaunce  of  her  forme  was  prcfcnt ; 

But  nathcleffe  nat  plefaunce  but  delite. 

Or  aa  unrightful  talent  with  difpitc. 

For  maugre  her  flie  (hal  my  lemman  be. 

Hap  Mpilb  b*rdy  man  alway,  (quod  he ;) 

What  ende  that  I  make  it  ihat  be  fo. 

And  gyrtc  him  with  his  fworde  and  gan  to  go : 

And  he  forth  ritt  til  he  to  Rome  is  come. 

And  al  alone  his  way  that  he  hath  nomc 

Unto  the  houfe  of  Cobtih  CtiA  right ; 

Down  was  the  funne,  and  day  hath  loil  his  lyght ; 

And  in  he  come  unto  a  pritic  halke. 

And  ID  the  night  ful  thefely  gan  he  0a]ke, 

Whan  every  wight  was  to  his  reft  ybrought, 

Ne  no  wight  had  of  trefon  foche  a  thought, 

Whcthir  by  windowe  or  by  othir  gin  : 

With  fwerde  ydrawe  (hortly  he  comith  in 

There  as  ttkc  lay,  this  noble  wife  Lucrecc, 

And  as  flie  woke  her  bedde  flie  feltin  pnffe  : 

What  beft  is  that  (quod  Ihe)  that  wayith  thua? 

I  am  the  king*is  fonne  Tarqiiinius, 
^Quod  he)  but  and  ihou  crie  or  noifc  ytuake. 
Or  if  thou  any  creature  awake, 
By  thilk^  God  that  formid  man  of  ly  vc 
ThisiWcrdc  through  thyne  hertc  flial  I  ryve; 
And  tberwithal  unto  her  throte  he  fterte. 
And  fet  the  fwerde  al  (harpe  upon  her  hertc. 
Vo  word  fhe  fpake ;  (he  hath  no  might  thcrto ; 
What  Ihalike  faine?  her  witte  is  al  ago. 
As  when  a  wolfe  findith  a  lambe  alone ; 
To  whom  flial  flic  complaine  or  make  her  mone  ? 
What  !  flial  flie  flghtiu  with  an  hardie  knight  ? 
Wcl  wotte  men  that  a  woman  hath  no  might ; 
What  flial  flic  crie,  or  how  ftial  flie  aftertc. 
That  hath  her  by  the  throte  witli  fwerde  at  hertc  ? 
She  alkith  grace,  and  faid  al  that  flic  can. 

No,  wolc  thoti  nat  tho  ?  (quod  this  cruil  man) 
As  wifely  Jupiter  my  foult  fave 
A»  I  (hal  in  thy  ftable  flc  thy  knave, 
And  lay  him  in  thy  bedde,  and  loude  crie 
Tliat  I  the  fyndin  in  foche  avoutrie ; 
And  thus  thou  fhalt  be  ded,and  alio  Icfe 
Thy  name,  for  that  thou  flialt  none  othir  chefc 
This  Romains  wives  lovidin  fo  ther  name 
At  thilkc  tyme,  and  drcdidin  fo  the  fliame, 
That  what  for  fere  of  flaundre*  and.dred  of  deth 
She  iDft  at  onis  both  her  wit  apd  breth. 
And  in  a  fwough  flie  lay,  and  woxe  fo  ded 
Men  mightin  fmitin  of  her  arme  or  hed. 
She  felith  nothing  neithir  foule  ne  feyrc. 

Tarquioius,  thaX  art  a  king'is  heyre, 
AAd  fliuldill  as  by  linage  ana  by  right 
Done  as  a  lorde  and  as  a  very  knight. 
Why  haft  thou  done  difpitc  to  chivalryc  ? 
Why  haft  th9U  doDc  thy  lady  viianie^ 

Vq;^  I. 


CRIECE    OF  ROME,  4iJ 

Alas  :  of  the  this  was  a  vila'inous  dede. 

But  nowe  to  the*  purpofe.  In  the  ftory'  I  rede 

Whan  he  was  gonne,  and  this  mifchaunce  is  fal. 

This  lady  fent  aftir  her  frendis  al, 

Fathir,  raothir,  and  huflsoride,  al  yfere. 

And  difchevilid  with  her  here  clere. 

In  habyt  foche  as  women  ufid  tho 

Unto  the  buryeng  of  ther  frendis  go,     .  ^ 

She  fate  in  hal  with  a  forowful  fyght : 

Her  frendis  aflcin  what  her  aylin  niyght. 

And  who  was  ded  ?  and  flie  fate  aye  wcpyng, 

A  worde  ior  fliame  ne  may  flie  forth  out  bring| 

Ne  upon  them  flic  durft^  nat  behold ; 

But  at  the  lafte  of  Tarquln  flic  *licm  toldc 

This  mful  cafe,  and  al  this  thyug  horible  : 

The  wo  to  tellin  were  impofliblc 

That  flie  and  all  her  frendis  make  at  ones; 

Al  haddin  folkis  hertis  ben  of  ftoncs 

Ic  nilgfttTiave  makid  'hem  upon  her  rewe. 

Her  ncrt  y  was  fo  wifely  and  fo  trewe. 

She  faid  that  for  her  giltc  ne  for  her  blame 

Her  huihonde  fliuldc  nat  have  the  fouH  name ; 

That  wold£  flie  nat  fufirin  by  no  waye. 

And  they  anfwerid  al  unto  her  faye 

That  they  foryavc  it  her,  for  it  was  rightj 

It  was  no  gylte,  it  lay  nat  in  her  myght, 

And  faydin  her  enfamplis  many  one  : 

But  al  for  naught,  for  thus  flic  faid  anone. 

Be  as  be  may  (quod  flic)  of  forgivyng, 

I  will  nat  have  no  forgifte  for  nothing  : 

But  privily  flic  coughtin  forth  a  knife, 

And  thcrwithal  flic  rafte  her  felfe  her  \\£e, 

And  as  flie  fel  adowne  flic  caft  her  loke. 

And  of  het  clothis  yet  gode  hede  flic  toke. 

For  in  her  fallyng  yet  flie  had  a  care 

Lefle  that  her  fete  or  foche  thingis  lay  bare^ 

So  wel  flic  lovid  dcnneflc  and  eke  trouthe. 

Of  her  h^  all  the  towne  of  Rom-^  routhe, 

And' Brutus  hath  by  her  chaftc  blode  yfwnre 

That  Tarquin  flialde  ybaniflied  be  thcrfore 

And  al  his  kinne,  and  let  the  peple  cal, 

And  opinly  the  tale  he  tolde  'hem  al. 

And  opinly  let  cary*  her  on  a  berc 

Through  al  the  towne,  that  men  may  fe  and  here 

The*  horible  dcdc  of  her  oppf  cflioun ; 

Ne  nevir  Was  there  kyng  m  Ronii  toun 

Sens  thylke  day  :  and  flie  was  holdin  there 

A  faynt,  and  evrc'  her  day  yhalowed  dcre 

As  in  ther  lawe.    And  thus  cndith  L,ucrein^ 

The  noble  wyfe,  Titus  berith  witneiTe. 

I  tcl  it  for  fli£  was  of  love  fo  trewe, 

Ne  in  her  wll  flie  chaungid  for  no  ncwc. 

And  in  her  ftable  herte  fadde  and  kiiide, 

l*hat  in  thefe  women  men  may  al  day  finde 

There  as  they  caft  ther  hert  there  it  dwellith  ; 

For  wel  I  wote  that  Chrift  himfelfe  tcUith 

I'hat  in  Ifrael,  as  wide  as  is  the  londe. 

He  fo  grctc  faith  in  al  the  londe  ne  fonde 

As  in  a  woman,  and  this  is  no  lie  : 

And  as  for  men,  loke  ye  foche  tyrannic 

Thei  dond  al  daie,  aflay  'hem  who  fo  liftc, 

The  trewift  is  ful  brotil  for  to  trifle. 

Ec 
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Minos,  Infernal  Judge,  of  Crete  the  Kyng, 
Now  Cometh  thy  lotte ;  thou  comift  on  the  ryng  : 
Nat  for  thy  fake  ajonc  writcn  is  this  ftoryc. 
But  for  to  clepc  aycn  unto  memoric 
Of  Thcfcps  the  grct  untrouthe  of  love, 
For  whlchc  the  goddii  of  hevin  above 
Ben  -^roth,  and  wrath  have  takin  for  thy  fynoe  ; 
Be  rW  for  fhame,  nowe  J  thy  lyfc  beginne. 

Minos,  that  was  the  mighty  King  of  Crete, 
Tha(  had  an  hundrid  cities  flrong  and  grete. 
To  fchole  hath  fcnt  his  fonne  Androgens 
To  Athenes,  of  the  whiche  it  happid  thus, 
That  he  v*as  flayne,  Icrning  philofophie 
Right  in  thit  cyte,  nat  but  for  en  vie. 

Thegrctc  Minos,  of  the  whiche  that  I  fpeke, 
His  fonnis  dcth  is  comin  for  to  wrcke. 
Alcathoe*  he  befiegid  harde  and  longe, 
But  nathcles  the  wallis  be  fo  (Irnnge, 
And  liifus  that  was  kyng  of  that  cite 
So  chivalrous,  that  litil  dredith  he  ; 
Of  Minos  of  his  hoftc  toke  he  rto  cure 
Tyl  on  a  daic  befil  an  avinture 
That  Nifus  doughtir  ftodc  upon  the  waj. 
And  of  the  fiegc  bcheldc  the  manir  al  j 
So  happid  it  that  at  a  fcarmifliing 
She  caftc  her  hen  upon  Minos  the  king, 
Fot  his  bcautie  and  for  hh  chivab-ye, 
60  forely  that  flic  wcnid  for  to  die  ; 
And  fhwtly  of  this  procc0*c  for  to  pace, 
She  ipadc  Minos  to  winnin  thilk^  place, 
So  that  the  cite  was  al  at  his  wyl 
To  favin  whom  him  liflc  or  ellis  fpiU ; 
But  wickidly  he  quit  her  kyndencflc. 
And  let  hcr'drcnchc  in  forowc  and  diilrcflfe, 
^*ere  that  the  goddis  ha^  of  her  pite  : 
But  that  talc  were  to  longe  as  npwc  for  m^. 


Athenis  was  this  King  Minoc  tlTo, 

As  Alcathoe*  and  othlr  townis  mo, 

And  this  th'  effc6t,  that  Minos  hath  fo  drives 

Them  of  Athenis  that  thei  mote  him  ycven 

Fro  yere  to  yere  ther  ownd  chlldrin  dierc 

For  to  be  flaine,  as  ye  ihal  aitir  here. 

This  Minos  hath  a  monftre*,  a  wickid  beft. 

That  was  (b  cruyl,  that  without  arcft 

Whan  that  a  man  was  brought  into'  his  prciend 

He  wolde  him  cte ;  there  helpith  no  defence : 

And  e\irj  thirde  yere  withoutin  doute 

Thei  cafUdin  lotte  as  it  came  aboute 

On  riche  an4  pore,  he  mnft  his  fonnc  take, 

And  of  his  childe  he  muft  a  prcfente  make 

To  Minos,  for  to  fave  him  or  to  fpill. 

Or  let  his  hcfl  devour  him  at  his  will : 

And  this  hath  Minos  don  right  in  difpite  ; 

To  wreke  his  fonne  was  fet  al  his  dclyte. 

And  makin  *hem  of  Athenis  hys  thral. 

Fro  ycTp  to  yere  while  that  he  Ijvjn  flu! ; 

And  horn  he  failith  whan  this  toun  is  won; 

This  wickid  cullome  is  fo  long  yron 

TjU  that  the  Jting  of  Athenes,  ^gans,  * 

Mote  fendin  his  owne  fonnc  Thefcus, 

Sens  that  the  lotte  is  falUn  him  upon, 

Tp  ben  devourid,  for  grace  is  there  non : 

And  forth  is  ladde  this  woful  yonge  knigh( 

Unto  ^e  countre*  of  Minos  ful  of  night. 

And  in  a  prifon  fettrid  faft  is  he 

1  yl  that  ilke  time  he  Ihulde  yfretin  be. 

Wei  inaift  thou  wepe,  o  woful  Thefcus ! 
That  art  a  king'is  fonne  and  dampid  thus ; 
Me  thinkith  this,  that  thou  art  depe  yhold^ 
To  whQm  that  favid  the  fro  carif  coldp. 
And  nowe  yf  any  woman  heipe  the 
Wcl  ou^htiil  thou  her  fertaunt  for  tp  be, 


LfiGENDE   OF   ARIADNE  OP   ATHE'MS. 


4)5 


And  T>cn  her  trcwc  lovir  ycrc  by  yelrc. 
Bat  nowc  to  come  aicn  to  my  matcre. 

The  tour^  there  this  Thcfctis  is  throwc 
Downein  the  bottom  derke  and  wondir  lowe. 
Was  joyning  to  the  wal  of  a  forelne 
That  lAnging  was  unto  the  doughtrhi  tweine 
Of  Minos,  whiche  that  in  thcr  chambris  grcte 
Dwrittn  aboTe  toward  the  maiflirftretc 
Of  thilk'l  towne  in  joy  and  in  folas  : 
Wot  f  nat  howe,  it  happened  per  cas. 
As  Thefens  comphdnid  him  by  night. 
The  kingc's  doughtir  that  Ariadne  bight. 
And  eke  her  fuftir  Phocdra,  herdin  al 
His  complainte  as  thel  ftodin  ph  the  wall 
And  k>kid  up  upon  the  brighte  mone, 
*Hem  liiiUn  pat  to  go  to  bedde  fo  fone, 
And  of  his  wo  thei  had  compalfion  ; 
A  king'is  ibime  to  be  in  foche  prifon. 
And  ben  devonred,thoneht  *hem  grete  pite  : 
Than'  Ariadne  fpake  to*  her  fuftir  fre, 
And  fayd,  Phocdra,  my  lefe  fuftit  dcrc  ! 
This  woful  lordMs  fonne  maie  ye  nat  here 
Hoi^e  pitbufly  he  comphinith  his  kinne, 
Add  eke  hispore  eftate  that  he  is  inne, 
And  gilttlefle  ?  certis  nowe  it  is  routhe. 
And  if  ye  wol  affentin,  by  my  trouthe 
He  ihal  ben  holpin,  howe  fo  that  we  do. 

Pheedra  anfwerde,  Ywis  me  is  as  wo 
For  him  as  er  I  was  for'any  man, 
And  to'liis  helpe  the  bed  rede  that  I  can 
Is,  that  we  done  the  gailir  privily 
To  come  and  fpekin  with  us  haftily. 
And  done  this  woful  mart  with  him  to  come. 
For  if  he  maie  this  monftir  ovircome 
Than-  were  he  quite,  there  is  non  other  bote  : 
Let  us  wcl  tafte  him  at  hi^  hert'is  rote. 
That  if  fo  be  that  he  a  wepon  have, 
Where  that  he  dare,  his  life  to  kepe  and  fave, 
Fightin  with  this  fendc,  and  himfelf  defende,  ' 
For  in  the  prifon  there  he  (hal  difcende  : 
Ye  wote  wel  that  the  beft  is  in  a  place 
That  is  not  derke,  and  hath  roimie  and  eke  fpace 
fh  welde  an  axe,  or  fwerde,  a  ftaife,  or  knife. 
So  that  me  thinkith  he  ihulde  fave  his  life ; 
If  that  he  be  a  man  he  (hal  do  fo : 
And  we  flial  make  him  ballis  eke  alfo 
Of  wexe  and  towe,  that  whan  he  gapith  fail 
Into  the  beft'is  throte  he  (hal  *hem  cade 
To^eke  hishongir  and  encombre  his  tethe, 
And  right  anon  whan  that  Thefeus  fethe 
The  beft  achekid  he  (hal  on  him  hpe 
To  flecn  him  or  they  comin  more  to  hepc ; 
Tliis  -wepon  Ibal  the  gailir  or  that  tyde 
Ful  privUy  within  the  prifon  hyde  : 
Axid  for  the  houfe  Is  crenclid  to  and  fro. 
And  hath  fo  qucint^  wayis  for  to  go, 
For  it  is  Ihapm  as  the  mafe  is  wrought, 
Therto  have  I  a  remedy*  in  my  thought, 
That  by  a  dewc  of  twyne  as  he  hath  gon 
The.  famd  way  he  may  retumc  anon, 
Folo*wing  alway  the  thrcdc  as  he  hath  come  i 
And  whan  that  he  this  beft  hath  ovircome 
Than  may  he  flien  away  out  of  this  ftede, 
Acd  eke  the  gailir  may  he  mr)i  him  Icde, 


And  him  avaunce  at  home  in  his  conntre,' 
Sens  that  fo  gret  a  lord^is  fonne  is  he. 

This  is  my  rede,  if  that  ye  dare  it  take. 
What  (hulde  I  lengir  (ermon  of  it  make  ? 
The  gailir  cometh,  and  with  him  Thefeus ;  * 
And  whan  thefe  thingis  ben  accordid  thns, 

Adowne  fate  Thefeus  upon  his  kne ; 

0  the  right  lady  of  my  life !  (quod  he) 

1  forowfull  man,  ydamnid  to  the  dethe. 
Fro  you  whi!is  that  me  ylaftith  brethe 
I  wol  nat  twinne  aftir  this  avinture. 
But  in  yoor  (ervicrf  thus  I  wol  endure. 
That  as  a  wretch  unknow  I  wol  you  lerve 
For  evirmorcty!  that  min  hertd  fterve ; 
Forlake  I  wol  at  home  min  heritage. 
And  as  I  fued  ben  of  Ypur  courte  a  page. 
If  that  ye  voochfafin  that  in  this  place 

Ye  {rrauntin  me  to  havin  foche  a  grace 

That  I  may  have  nat  but  my  mete  and  drinke ;' 

And  for  my  fuftinaunce  yet  wol  I  fwinke 

Right  as  you  lift,  that  Minos  ne  no  wight 

Sens  that  ne  faw  me  nevir  with  eyenfight,  j 

Nc  no  man  f  lUs,  (hal  rac  nat  cfpye, 

So  (lily  and  fo  wcl  I  ftial  me  gye. 

And  me  fo  wel  disfigure  and  fo  lowe. 

That  in  this  world  there  (hal  no  man  me  knowe. 

To  have  my  lyfc  and  to  have  the  prefencc 

Of  you  that  done  to  me  this  excellence ; 

And  to  my  fathir  (hal  t  fendin  here 

This  worthy  man,  which  that  is  your  gaylerCy 

And  him  fo  guerdon  that  he  (hal  wel  be 

One  of  the  grctift  men  of  my  countrc  : 

And  if  1  durft^  faync,  mv  lady  bright  I 

I  am  a  king'is  fonne  anci  eke  a  knight. 

As  wold^  God  if  that  it  mighte  ybc 

Ye  werin  in  my  countre  all^  thre. 

And  I  with  you  to  here  you  compatiye, 

Than  (huld  you  fene  if  that  I  thcrof  lye. 

And  if  I  profir  you  in  lowe  manere 

To  ben  your  page,  and  fcrvin  you  right  here. 

But  I  you  (erve  aslowly  in  that  place 

Ypray  to  Mars  to  ycve  me  foch8  grace 

That  (ham'is  deth  on  me  there  mot^  fal|. 

And  deth  and  poverte  to  my  frcndisall, 

And  that  my  (prite  by  night  mote  go 

Aftir  my  deth  and  walkin  to  and  fro. 

That  I  mote  of  foule  traitour  h^vc  a  name. 

For  whiche  my  fprit  mote  go,  to  do  mc  (hame« 

And  if  S  clayme  evir  othir  degre, 

But  ye  vouchfafin  to  grauntin  it  me. 

As  I  have  feid,  of  (ham*is  deth  I  dey, 

And  mercy,  lady!  I  can  naught  els  fey. 

A  inmelj  knight  was  this  Thefeus  to  fe. 
And  yonge,  but  of  twenty  yere  and  thre, 
But  who  fo  had  yfene  his  countinaunce  ^ 

He  would  have  wept  for  routh  of  his  penauncei 
For  which  this  Ariadne*  in  this  manere 
Anfwerde  to  his  profre  and  tQ  his  chere  :t 

A  kyng'is  fonne  and  eke  a  knight  (quo4  (he) 
To  ben  my  fervaunt  in  fo  low  degre 
God  (huld  it  I  for  the  (hame  of  women  al,  ' 
And  lene  me  nevir  foche  a  cafe  befal. 
And  fende  you  grace  and  (leight  of  hcrt  alfo 
You  to-dcfcndc  and  biightly  Il^cn  yoyr  ]foc, 
£fij 
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And  lene  here  aftir  that  I  may  you  finde 

To  me  and  to  my  fuilir  here  fo  kyiide 

That  I  nc  repent  uat  to  yevc  you  lyfc; 

Yet  were  it  bcttlr  that  1  yirere  your  wife, 

Sithe  that  ye  ben  as  geotil  borne  a^  I, 

And  have  «  relme  nat  fcfre  byit  falU  by. 

Than  I  fuffrid  your  gentiUefTe  to  ikcrve, 

Qr  that  I  let  you  as  a  p^ge  to  ferye ; 

It  is  no  profite  unto  your  kinrcdc, 

$ut  what  is  that  that  men  nliU  do  for  dred  I 

And  to  my  ru(lir,fyth  that  it  is  fo 

That  flie  mote  gone  wi^h  me  if  that  I  go, 

Or  cllis  {u0re  deth  as  wel  as  I, 

That  ye  unto  your  fonne  as  trcwUy 

Pone  her  he  w^ddid  ;tt  yctir  hnmc  commj^g; 

This  i»  the  fynal  cade  oi  al  this  thing:, 

Yk!  fwcre  it  htfc  on  ajl  thit  tnay  be  fworne. 

Yc,  Udy  myn,  (quod  he)  or  els  lo  lorne 
^lorc  [  be  with  the  Aliftotaurc  i^j  morowtf,  ' 

A  ad  havitii  here  of  rain  bert  blpd  to  borqwe. 
If  rjiat  yc  wol^  if  I  had  knife  or  fpcrc 
1  wiildc  it  lettin  oixt  and  thereon  fwcre, 
For  than  at  crftc  I  wot  yc  would  mc  hve. 
By  Man  J  that  i^  the  due  fc  of  my  bclev^j 
Sfl  til  it  I  might  in  lyvm  and  nat  hilc 
To  mofowe  fgr  to  tatin  my  batii|e 
J  nc  woldlc  ncTir  fro  thi?  placf!  flyc 
Tyl  thir  yc  fhuWc  the  very  profc  yfc ; 
Far  now,  if  fhat  the  foth  1  fhali  you  Cnj, 
I  have  lovid  you  f«i  many  a  daie, 
Tf^i^u^b  yc  nc  wiil  it  nat,  ic  my  caiiDtre, 
And  aldirmollc  dtfyrid  ycu  to  fc 
pf  any  earthly  living  crtalure; 
Upon  my  iroitthe  1  fwcrc  and  you  fifTurCt 
Thisfcvin  ytit  I  have  youf  fi^rvaunt  be ; 
Kowc  have  I  yrtu,  and  alfo  have  ye  me^ 
Mr  df  re  her^. '  ft  Alhtnia  D^ct^ht  fTc. 

This  bdy  fmilith  M  hisftctlfjiihiiiire. 
And  at  tils  hcrttly  wordct,  and  at  his  there, 
And  to  her  fuftir  fayd  in  tKib  maocrc  : 

And  fothcly,  h\c  all  fufllr  myn,  {^iiiod  Ihc) 
Uowe  be  wc  dueheflU  b^th  1  und  yc. 
And  fikcrdc  to  the  rcgiib  rt  /itj  , 

And  bothe  hercaftir  likely  to  be  cjuenes. 
And  favid  fro  his  deth  a  king'is  fonne,  ' 
As  er  of  gehtilwomcfl  is  the  wgnnc 
'i     ..L\.:  u  j^i  sililman  efiforih  ther  ii^ighl^ 
In  hoficft  csufc,  and  namely  in  Lis  right, 
Mc  thmkith  no  wighi  onghc  us  hereof  bliutic, 
Nc  bcrin  u^  thrrfon?  an  evil  tiamc»  ' 

Ac^  1  Ihartly  of  thii  matir  for  to  ma^c. 
This  1  hcfea*  of  her  harh  Icvc  ytakc. 
And  t  very  point  wa^  performed  in  dcde 
A*  ye  have  n  thU  coven  aunt  hcrJc  me  rede  ; 
Hii  wepm,h[!»  clcwcj  his  thing, that  I  h^ve  faijs 
\Va^  by  the  ^ailir  In  the  houfc  ylaidj  '^ 

Th^f  t»E ihc  Mynotaure  hath  pis  dwcllyng, 
Ripht  faft '^  by  the  dorc  D.t  his  cntrin^j^ 
And  'Ilit^ftut  is  Ud  untoiiisdcthr'j 
And  f>jrtb  nhto  {his  ^rmotaurc  ht  gcthc. 
And  by  tht  te-i^Jijn^  of  this  Adrianc 
He  tivircanie  thi*  hell  and  was  his  banc  ■ 
And  out  he  coh.itljby  the  clewc  agaiiic 
^^ul  privily  whan  he  this  bcft  hath  flaiae, 


A,D^E   QF  ^JHJ^f. 

And  by  the  g^iltr  gottin  bath  at 
And  of  his  wiy'is  trcf^re,g?m  it  charge. 
And  toke  his  wife  aadckc  her  fuflir  fre, 
And  eke  the  gailir,  and  with  'hcni  al  thre 
Is  flole  away  out  of  the  Icmde  by  night. 
And  to  the  countre*  of.£a,upie  him  dight, 
Thereas  he  had  a  frende  of  his  knowing ; 
There  fefliu  thci,  there  dauncin  thci  auiiii^ 
.^nd  in  his  aro^s  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  bcfl  hath  kept  him  fro  his  baiic» 
And  get  him  there  a  nohle  barge  anone. 
And  of. his  co.untrefolke  a  ful  grctwone. 
And  taketh  bis  leve,  apd  bomwarde  failith  he; 
And  in  tn  yle  amiddis^^e  wilde  fe, 
Thereas  there  dwcIUd  nevlr  crcturc.  noqe 
Save  wild  befUs,  and  that  ful  ni\any  one. 
He  made  his  /hippc  alunde  for  to  fette. 
And  in  that  yU  l^e  a  daie  be  lette. 
And  f4yd,  that  on  the  londe  he  mufl  him  refte ; 
His  mariners  have  dope  rjijgrht  as  him  le^ : 
And  for  to  tcllin  (hortly  iiLthis  cafe. 
Whan  Anadne  his  wife  aflcpc  was. 
For  that  her  fuflir  fayrir  was  than  (he. 
He  taketh  her  in  hif  honde,and  forth  goch be 
To  Ihyppe,  and  af  a  traitour  fl^le  away 
While  that  this  AruM^ne  aflepe  lay. 
And  to  his  coi^ntre  warde  he  (ailith  bllYC, 
A  twenty  dyvil  way  the  winde  him  drive. 
And  foimd  his  fathir  drenchid  in  the  fe. 
Me  lyfke  no  more  to  fjpeke  of  him  pardc  ; 
Thefe  falfe  lovirs  poilon  be  ther  bane  1 

But  I  wol  turnc  againe  to  Adriane, 
That  is  with  flcpe  for  werincfTc  ytc^e, 
Ful  forowfully  her  hen  may  awake. 

Alas!  for  the  myne  hcrte  hath  gretc  pitc. 
Right  in  the  dawuing  awakith  (he. 
And  gropith  in  the  bed,  and  fond  right  nought. 

AUs,  (quod  fbe)  that  evir  I  was  wrought  I 
I  am  bctrayid,  and  her  here  to  rente. 
And  to  the  ftroude  all  barcfotc  faft  ihe  wcnte, 
And  cryid,  Thcfcus,  myn  herte  fwctc '. 
Where  be  ye,  thj^t  }  may  nat  with  you  mete. 
And  might  thus  with  the  bedis  ben  yflaine  l    % 

The  halowe  rockis  anfwcrde  her  aggdue ; 
No  man  ihe  fawe,  and  yet  yftionc  the  mone  ; 
And  bye  upon  a  rocke  flie  wentin  fone. 
And  fawi  his  barge  yfailing  in  the  fe ; 
Coldc  woxc  Iier  hert,  and  right  thus  Ujid  (he :  ' 

Mckir  than  ye  finde  I  tlie  bellis  wylde. 
Hath  he  nat  fynne  that  he  her  thus  hegylde  ? 
She  cried,  O  turne  againe  for  routhe  and  finoe  1 
I'hy  }ivgc  ne  hath  nat  al  his  mcinc  innc. 
Her  couvercbefe  on  a  pole  ilyked  fhe 
Afcauncc^  that  he  (hulde  it  wcle  yfe. 
And  him  remcmbr'e  that  ihe  was  bchinde. 
And  tume  againe,  and  on  the  flrondc  her  fiadc* 

But  all  for  naught ;  his  way  he  L  ygonc.; 
And  downc  Ihc  fel  a  fwownc  upon  a  flone. 
And  up  the  ri{le,and  kilTcd  in  all  her  care 
The  lleppis  of  his  fete  there  he  hath  fare, 
A<?d  to  her  bed  right  thus  fhc  fpekith  the  : 

Thou  bed,  fqUod  flic)  that  hail  r^ccvid  two^ 
Thou  fhalt  aniwere  of  two  and  not  of  occ  , 
MTierc  U  the  grcur  pcrtc  away  gone  I    * 
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Alas !  'Vthtr  (hal  I  wretched  wight  become  f 
For  though  fo  be  that  b«td  hone  here  come 
Home  to  my  count  re  dare  I  nat  for  drede; 
I  can  mj  felfin  in  this  cafe  naf  rede. 

What  (hould  I  tellin  more  here  compIaioiDg  f 
It  is  fo  long  it  were  an  hevy  thing ; 
In  her  epiftle  Nafo  tellith  all. 
jfhit  ihortly  to  the  ebde  telUh  I  IhaU, 


The  goddis  hare  her  holpin  for  pyte* 
And  in  the  fygnc  of  Taurus  men  may  fc 
The  (lonift  of  ncr  corowne  (hynd  dcre. 
I  will  lio  more  fpckin  of  this  matere^ 
But  thus  this  fains  lovir  can  begile 
His  trew  love ;  the  devil  quit  him  his  whtkf ! 
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HERE     FOLOWETH 


THE  LEGENDE  OF  PHILOMELA. 


Taou  ycvir  of  the  formis  that  haft  wrought 

The  £ayr^  world,  and  bare  it  in  thy  thought 

Eternally  cr  thou  thy  wcrkc  began, 

Why  n\adift  thou  to  the  fiaundir  of  man  ? 

Or  allbe  that  it  was  not  thy  doyng. 

As  for  that  ende  ^o  making  foche  a  things 

Why  fuffi-cdcft  thou  that  Tercut  was  borc/. 

That  is  in  love  fo  falfc  and  fo  forfworc. 

That  fro  this  world  up  to  the  firft  hcvin 

Conumpith  whan  that  folkc  his  name  nevin  ? 

And  as  to  me,  fo  grifly  was  his  dedc. 

That  whan  that  I  this  foule  ftorie  rede 

Myne  eytn  wexin  foule  and  fore  alfo. 

Yet  lafteth  the  vcnyme  of  fo  long  ago 

That  H  enfcdith  him  that  woldc  behokte 

The  ftorie  of  Tcrcus  of  which  I  toldc. 

Of  Thrace  was  he  the  lorde,  and  kyn  to  Marte, 

The  cmil  god  that  ftante  with  blody  darte ; 

And  weddid  had  he  with  full  blifsful  chcre 

King  Pandion'is  faird  doughtir  dere 

That  hight  Progne,  the  flourc  of  her  countre. 

Though  Juno  liftc  not  at  the  fcft  to  be 

14e  Hymen,  that  the  god  of  Weddyng  is, 

But  at  the  fefti  rcdy  ben  iwis 

The  Puris  three,  with  all  ther  fhorfall  bronde. 

The  oule  all  night  abore  the  balk  is  wonde. 

That  prophete  is  of  wo  and  of  mifchaunce. 

This  revill,  full  of  fong  and  full  of  daunce^ 

Lafted  a  fourtdnight  or  liule  htfle  : 

But  ftiortlie  of  this  ftorie  for  to  pafle, 

(For  I  am  werie  of  hym  for  to  tell) 

Five  yere  his  wife  and  he  togithir  dwell. 

Till  on  a  daie  (he  gan  fo  fore  to  long 

To  fene  her  fuftir,  that  flie  fawe  not  long, 

That  for  defire  flie  ne  wift  what  to  faie. 

But  to  tier  buibonde  ^  flie  for  to  praic. 


For  Godd*is  love,  that  flje  mote  onis  gone 

To  fene  her  fuftre',  and  come  ayen  anen. 

Or  ellis  but  flie  mot^  to  her  wende 

She  praied  him  that  he  would  aftir  her  fende ; 

And  this  was  daie  by  date  all  her  praiere. 

With  all  humblefie  of  wiiehode,  worde,  and  diere. 

This  Tcrens  let  make  his  fliippis  yare, 
And  into  Grece  hymfeif  isforthe  ifare  : 
Unto  his  fathir  in  lanre  gan  he  praie 
To  vouchefafin  that  for  a  moneth  or  twaie 
That  Philomela  his  wive*s  fuftir  might 
On  Prognc*  his  wife  but  oni>  have  a  fight. 
And  flie  fliall  conw  to  yon  again  anon. 
My  fclf  with  her  I  will  bothe  come  and  gon. 
And  as  my  hert's  life  I  wiH  her  kcpe, 

I'his  olde  Pandion,  this  kyng,  gan  to  wepe 
For  tendirneflc  of  hcrt^  for  to  levc 
His  doUghtir  gqn,  and  for  to  yeve  her  leve ; 
Of  all  this  worlde  he  lovid  nothyng  fo; 
But  at  thelafte  leve  hath  flie  to  go. 
For  Philomela  with  fait  terit  eke 
Gan  of  her  fathir  his  grace  to  befeke 
To  fene  her  fuftir,  that  her  longith  fo. 
And  hym  enbracith  with  her  armis  two : 
And  therewithal  f»  yonge  and  faire  was  flie^ 
That  when  that  Terctts  fawe  her  beaute. 
And  of  arraie  that  there  ¥ras  none  her  lich^ 
And  yet  of  beaute  was  flte  to  fo  riche. 
He  caft  his  fierie  herte  upon  her  fo 
That  he  woll  have  her  how  fo  that  it  go. 
And  with  his  wilis  knelid  and  fo  praied 
Till  at  the  laft  Pandion  thus  yfaied : 

Now  fonne,  (quod  he)  that  art  tome  fo  dtfCg 
I  the  betake  my  yonge  donghtir  here. 
That  bereth  the  kcie  of  all  myne  hen*is  life. 
And  grete  me  well  my  doughtir  aod  thy  wif< 
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And  jert  licr  Icri  fonttymc  for  to  plcic. 
That  (he  mate  fe  mc  onis  or  I  deic. 
And  fothljr  he  hath  made  hym  richd  fcft. 
And  to  his  folke  the  mode  and  eke  the  left 
That  with  him  came,  and  yave  him  yeftis  grett. 
And  him  conveyith  through  the  mafUrftrete 
Of  Athcnis  and  to  the  fe  hym  brought. 
And  toiirnith  home,  no  malice  he  ne  thought. 
The  orit  pullith  forth  the  veffil  fail. 
And  into  Thrace  arrivith  at  the  laft. 
And  op  into  a  foreil  he  her  led. 
And  to  a  caTe  full  priTily  hym  fped. 
And  in  this  darke  cave,  if  that  her  left 
Or  ne  lift  nought,  he  bad  her  for  to  reft. 
Of  whiche  her  herte  agrofe,  and  fayld  thut  i 

"Where  is  my  fuftir,  brothir  Tereus  ? 
And  there  withallihe  wept  full  tendirlie. 
And  quoke  for  fere  all  pale  and  pituouftie, 
Right  as  the  lambe  that  of  the  woife  is  bitten. 
Or  as  the  culver  that  of  the*  egle  is  fmitten. 
And  is  out  of  his  dawis  forthe  efcaped. 
Yet  it  is  ftill  aferde  and  fo^e  awhaped. 
Left  it  be  hent  eftfonis ;  fo  fate  (he  : 
But  ottirlie  it  maie  none  othir  be. 
By  force  hath  this  traitour  ydoen  a  dede 
That  he  hath  reft  her  of  her  maidinhcde 
Maugre  her  bed,  by  flrength  and  by  his  might. 

Lo,  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  aright '. 
She  cryith  Suftir  with  full  loude  fteven. 
And  Fathir  dere !  6  helpe  me  God  in  heven ! 
All  helpith  not :  and  yet  this  falie  thefe 
Hath  doen  his  ladv  yet  a  more  mifchefe. 
For  fere  left  that  me  ftiould  his  ihame  crie. 
And  doen  him  opinlie  a  vilanie, 
And  with  his  fwerd  her  tong  of  kerfith  he. 
And  in  a  caftill  made  her  for  to  be 
Full  privily  in  prifone  evirmore. 
And  kept  her  to  his  ulage  and  his  ftore. 
So  that  flie  ne  misht  ncvir  more  afterte. 

O  fely  Philomela  •  wo*  is  thine  herte. 
Huge  ben  thy  forowis,  and  wondir  fmerte  ] 
God  wrek*^  the,  and  fende  the  thy  bone ! 
Now  it  is  time  I  make  an  end^  fone. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  wife  icome. 
And  in  his  armis  hath  his  wife  inome. 
And  pitoufly  he  wept,  and  Ihoke  his  hedde. 
And  fwore  her  that  he  found  her  fuftir  dcdde. 
For  whiche  this  fclie  Progne  hath  foche  wo 
That  nigh  her  forowfull  herte  brake  atwo  i 


4i9 


leru;      3 


And  thus  in  teris  let  I  Progne  dwell. 
And  of  her  fuftir  forthe  1  woU  you  tel. 

This  wofull  ladie  lemid  had  in  youth 
So  that  ftie  workin  and  enbraudin  couth. 
And  wevin  in  her  ftole  the  radevore. 
As  it  of  women  hath  ben  wovid  yore ; 
And,  fothly  for  to  fame,  ftie  hath  her  fill 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  of  clothing  at  her  wiU^ 
And  couth  eke  rede  well  inough  and  endite, 
But  with  a  penn^  ftie  ne  could  not  write. 
But  l«ttirs  can  ftie  wevin  to  and  fro. 
So  that  by  that  the  yere  was  all  ago 
She  had  ywovin  in  a  ftamen  large 
How  file  was  brought  fro  Athens  in  a  barge. 
Arid  Hi  a  cave  how  that  flie  was  ybrought. 
And  all  the  thyng  that  Tereus  y  wrought 
She  wave  it  wel,  and  wrote  the  ftorie*  above 
How  ftie  was  fervid  for  her  fuftir's  love  ; 
And  to  a  knave  a  ring  (he  yave  anon. 
And  prayid  him  by  (ignis  for  to  gon 
Unto  the  Queue,  and  berin  her  Uiat  clothe. 
And  by  (ignis  fwore  him  many  an  othe 
She  (hould  him  yevin  what  (he  gettin  might. 

This  knave  anon  unto  the  Quene  him  dight, 
And  toke  it  her,  and  all  the  manir  tolde : 
And  when  that  Progne  hath  this  thing  beboU 
No  ^orde  (he  fpake  for  forowe  and  for  rage. 
But  fainid  her  to  gon  on  pilgrimage 
T9  Bacchus  temple' ;  and  in  a  little  ftounde 
Her  dombe  fufUr  yfittyng  hath  (he  fonnde, 
^^'Pg  io  the  caftill  her  felf  alone ; 
Alas  the  wo,  the  conftfaint,  and  the  mone. 
That  Progne  upon  her  dombe  (uftir  maketh  I 
In  armis  everiche  of  *hem  othir  taketh : 
And  thus  I  let  *hem  in  ther  forowe  dwell. 
The  rem^naunt  is  no  charge  for  to  tell. 
For  this  is  all  and  fome,  thus  was  (he  fenred 
That  nevir  oueht  agiltid  ne  deferved 
Unto  this  cruill  man  that  (he  of  wifte. 
Ye  maie  beware  of  men  if  that  you  Ufte, 
For  all  be  that  he  woU  not  for  his  (hame 
Doin  as  Tereus  to  lefe  his  name, 
Ne  ferve  you  as  a  murtherer  or  a  knave. 
Full  little  while  (hullin  ye  trewc  him  have. 
That  woll  I  fain,  al  wer  he  now  my  brother, 
But  it  fo  be  that  he  maie  have  none  o^hcr. 
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Br  prove  as  well  as  by  au(5lhorite 

That  wicktd  frujAe  commcth  of  a  wicked  tre 

That  maie  ye  find  if  that  It  likith  you; 

But  for  this  ende  I  fpeke  this  as  now, 

To  teUIn  yon  of  (alfc  Demophoon ; 

In  love  a  falfir  herd  I  nevir  non 

But  it  wcrtii  his  fathir  Thcieus ; 

God'  fior  his  grace  fro  fochc  one  kcpin  us  \ 

*)  hus  thefc  women  yprayin  that  it  here  ; 

Now  the*  effete  toume  I  of  my  matorc, 

Deftroyid  is  of  Troie  the  cite ; 
This  Donophon  came  failyng  in  the  (e 
Toward  Ath^ts,  to  his  paleis  large ; 
With  him  canie  many  a  (hip  and  many*  a  barge 
All  iiill  of  folkc,  of  whiche  full  many  one 
Is  wounded  fore,  and  fike,  and  wo  begonca 
And  thei  have  at  the  tkegi  long  ilaine  ; 
Behind  him  came  a  winde  and  eke  a  raine 
That  (bofe  fo  fore  hii  Me  nc  might  not  ilonde, 
Hym  were  kvir  then  ail  the  woride  a  londe; 
So  huntith  hym  the  temped  to  and  fro, 
So  dark  it  was  he  could  no  where  ago. 
And  with  a  wave  to  bruftin  was  his  Here ; 
His  ihip  was  rent  fo  lowe  in  foche  mancre 
That  carpenter  ne  coulde  it  not  amende ; 
The  fe  by  night  as  any  torche  brcnde 
For  wod^,  and  poflith  him  up  and  doun, 
Till  Neptune  hath  of  hym  compaflioun, 
And  Thetis,  Chorus, Triton,  and  thci  all. 
And  madin  him  opon  a  londe  to  fall 
"Whereof  that  Phyllis  lady  was  and  quene, 
Lycurgus  doughtir,  fairir  unto  fcne 
Then  is  the  iloure  again  the  bright^  fonne  : 
Unneth  is  Demphon  to  londe  iwonnc, 
"Wcke  and  eke  v»rerie,  and  his  folke  forpined 
Of  werincffe,  and  alfo  enfamined, 
And  to  the  deth  he  was  almofte  idriven  t 
Kit  wif^  folke  counfaile  have  him  yevcn 


To  fckin  hclpe  and  fucconr  of  the  Quene, 
And  lokin  what  his  grace  mightin  bene, 
And  makin  in  that  lande  fome  chevciaunce^ 
And  kepin  hmi  fro  wo  and  fro  mifchaunce. 
For  fike  he  was  and  almofte  at  the  deth, 
Unncthis  might  he  fpcke  or  draw  in  breth. 
And  lieth  in  Rhodopeia  hym  to  refte. 
When  he  may  walkm  him  thought  it  wis  befie 
Unto  the  courte  to  fckin  for  fuccour ; 
Men  knewe  him  wele,  and  diddin  hym  hoBOur^ 
For  at  Athenis  duke  and  lorde  was  he. 
As  Thefeus  his  fathir  hath  ibe. 
That  in  his  tyme  was  of  grete  renoon^ 
No  man  fo  grete  in  all  his  regioun. 
And  like  his  fathre*  of  face  and  ftature. 
And  falfe  of  love,  it  came  hym  of  nature. 
As  doeth  tlie  foxe  Renardc,  the  fox*is  fonne. 
Of  kindc  he  could  his  old^  hthir  wonne 
Withoutin  lore,  as  can  a  draki^  fwimme 
When  it  is  caught  and  caried  to  the  bnmme. 
This  hoilourable  Phyllis  doth  him  chere ; 
Her  likith  well  his  porte  and  his  mancre ; 
But  I  am  all  agrotid  here  befome 
To  write  of  *hcm  that  in  love  ben  forfwomg. 
And  eke  to  haflin  me  in  my  Legende, 
Whiche  to  perform^  God  me  grace  yfende. 
Therefore  I  paflin  (hortly  in  this  wife. 
Ye  have  well  herd  of  Thefeus  the  gifc 
In  the  betraying  of  faire  Adriane, 
That  of  her  pite  kept  him  fro  his  bane ; 
At  Ihort  wordis,  right  fo  Demophoon 
The  fame  waie  and  the  fame  pathe  hath  goo 
That  did  his  falfc  fathir  Thefeus, 
For  unto  Phyllis  hath  he  fwom^  thus. 
To  wcddin  her,  and  her  his  trouth  yplight* 
And  pikid  of  her  all  the  godc  he  might, 
Whan  he  was  whole  and  iounde,  and  had  his  refte^ 
And  doeth  with  Phlllis  what  fo  that  hijn  left, 
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As  well  I  cooM,  if  that  m^  lifta  fo, 
Tcllin  of  all  his  doying  to  and  fro. 

He  (aled  that  to  hiscountre  mote  hym  faile. 
For  there  he  would  her  weddyog  apparailc 
As  fill  to  her  honour  and  bis  alfo : 
And  opinly  he  toke  his  Iev£  tho. 
And  to  her  fwore  that  he  would  not  fojoume. 
But  In  a  moneth  again  he  would  retonme. 
And  10  that  londe  let  make  his  ordinaunce 
As  very  lorde,  and  toke  the  obeiiaunce 
Well  and  humbly,  and  his  Ihippis  ydighf , 
And  home  he  goith  the  next  waie  he  might. 
But  unto  Phyllis  again  came  he  nought. 
And  that  hath  (be  fo  harde  and  fore  ibonght, 
Alab '.  as  the  fiorie  docth  us  rccorde. 
That  flie  was  her  owne  dcth  right  with  a  corde. 
When  that  flie  faw  that  Demophon  her  traied; 
But  firft  wrote  (be  to  him,  and  fad  him  praid 
He  would  come  and  dellvir  her  of  pain. 
As  I  reherlin  (hall  a  worde  or  twain ; 
Me  lifle  not  to  vouchlafe  on  him  to  fwinke, 
Difpendin  ou  him  a  penne  full  of  ynke. 
For  falfe  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  (ire. 
The  devil  fet  ther  foulis  both  on  fire ! 
But  of  the  lettrc*  of  Phyllis  woU  L  write 
A  worde  or  twain,  although  it  be  but  lite. 

Thine  hodcffe,  (quod  (he)  o  Demophoon ! 
Thy  Phyllis,  which  that  is  fo  wo  begon. 
Of  Rhodopcie  upon  you  mote  complain, 
Ovir  the  termc  yfet  betwixt  us  twain 
That  ye  ne  holdin  forwarde  as  ye  (aied ; 
Your  ancre,  whichc  ye  in  our  havin  laied, 
Hight  uathat  ye  would  comin  out  of  doubt 
Or  that  the  moui  onis  went  about, 
Jkt  tlmis  fower  the  mone  hath  bid  her  lace 
Sens  thtlk^  daie  ye  wcntin  fro  this  place  » 
And  fowir  timis  light  the  worlde  again; 
But  for  all  that  yet  (hall  I  fothJy  fain 
Yet  hath  the  (Ircroe  of  Scython  not  ybrought 
From  Athenis  the  (hip,  yet  came  it  nought; 
And  if  that  ye  the  term^  rekin  would 
As  I  or  otkir  true  lovirs  doe  ihould, 
I  plainin  not  (Cod  wot)  before  my  daie. 
But  all  her  lettir  writin  I  ne  maie 
By  otdir,for  it  were  to  rae  a  charge; 
Ha  icUtf  was  right  long,  and  thereto  Urge» 


But  here  and  there  in  rhime  1  have  it  laied 
There  as  me  thought  that  (he  hath  welyiaied. 

She  faied.  The  failis  comith  not  again, 
Ne  to  the  worde  there  n*is  no  fey  certain; 
But  I  wot  why  ye  comin  not,  (quod  (he) 
For  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  fo  fre ; 
And  of  the  goddis  that  ye  have  yfwore 
If  that  ther  vengeaunce  faH  on  you  therefore 
Ye  be  not  fuffifaunt  to  here  the  pain  ; 
To  mochil  truftid  I,  well  maie  1  fain. 
Upon  your  linage  and  your  fair^  tong. 
And  on  your  teris  fafly  out  ywrong : 
How  coud  ye  wepin  fo  by  craft  ?  (quod  (he) 
Maie  there  foch  teris  evir  fainid  be  ? 

Now  certia^if  ye  would  have  in  memorie 
It  oughtin  be  to  you  but  little  glorie 
To  have  a  fclie  maidin  thus  betraied  : 
To  God  (quod  (he)  praie  I,  and  oft  havepraled. 
That  it  be  now  the  gretift  price  of  all 
And  mofte  honour  &zt  er  yoo  (hall  befall; 
And  when  thine  old  auncctirs  paintid  be. 
In  whiche  men  maie  ther  worthinelfe  yis, 
I'hen  praie  I  God  thou  paintid  be  alfo. 
That  folke  maie  redin  fortheby  as  thei  go, 

Lo !  this  is  he  that  with  his  fiattiry 
Betrayid  hath  and  doen  her  villany 
That  was  his  tru3  love  in  thought  and  dede  I 

But  (bthly  of  o  poind  yet  maie  thci  rede. 
That  ye  ben  like  your  fathir  as  in  this^ 
For  he  bcg^ilid  Ariadne*  iwis 
With  fucbe  an  arte  and  foche  a  fubtilte 
As  thou  thy  felvin  had  beguilid  me ; 
As  in  that  poind,  although  it  be  not  feire. 
Thou  folowid  certain,  and  art  his  helve  : 
But  fens  thus  (mfully  ye  me  begile 
My  bodis  mote  ye  fene  within  a  while 
Right  in  the  haven  of  Athenis  fietyng 
Withoutin  fcpulture  and  burying. 
Though  ye  ben  hardir  then  is  any  (lone« 

And  when  this  lettir  was  forth  feot  anooe. 
And  knewe  bow  brotill  and  how  faU  he  was, 
She  for  difpaire  forbid  her  felf ,  alas ! 
Suche  forowe*  hath  (he  for  (he  befet  her  fo. 
Beware  ye  women  of  your  fubtill  fo. 
Sens  yet  this  daie  men  maie  enfample  fe, 
And  trufUth  now  in  love  do  man  but  me. 
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Here  ^oLo weth 


THE  LEGENDE  OF  HYPERMNESTRA. 


Ik  Qrccc  whilbm  were'  dwelling  brcthrcnc  two, 
Of  i^hiche  that  one  was  callld  Danao, 
That  many'  a  fonne  hath  of  his  faodie  wonne, 
A»  foche  falfe  loviris  oftimlsconne. 

Eraongris  his  fonnis  all  there  was  one 
That  aldirmofie  he  loved  of  dvcry chonc, 
And  when  this  child  was  borne  this  Danao' 
Shope  htm  a  name,  and  callid  hym  Lino ; 
That  othif  Vrothir  callid  was  Egifte, 
That  was  of  love  as  falfc  as  er  hira  lifte  • 
And  many*  a  danghtir  gate  he  in  his  Ufe, 
Of  whiche  he  gate  upon  his  rightd  Wife 
A  doughrir  dere,  and  did  her  for  to  call 
Hypcrmndlra,  the  youngift  of  'hern  all. 
The  which^  childc  of  her  nativite 
To  alle  godc  thewis  ybome  was  (he, 
As  likid  to  the  goddes  or  ihe  was  borne 
That  of  the  Ihefe  (he  (hould  ]k  the  corne  : 
The  werdis  that  we  depin  Deftine 
Hath  ihapin  her  that  (he  muft  nedis  be 
Pitous,  and  fad,  and  wife,  and  true  as  ftele ; 
And  to  this  woman  it  accordith  wele, 
For  though  that  Venus  yave  her  gretc  bente 
With  Jupiter  compownid  fo  was  (he 
That  confcience  and  treuthe,  and  dredc  of  ihame, 
And  of  her  wifehode  for  to  kcpe  her  name^ 
This  thought  her  was  felicitc  as  here : 
And  Red  Mars  was  at  that  tymc  of  the  ycrc 
So  feble  that  his  malice  is  him  rafte, 
Repreflid  hath  Venus  his  cruiU  crafte, 
And  what  with  Venus  and  otbir  opprcflioQ 
Of  houfis  Mars  hrs  venimc  is  adon. 
That  Hypcrmncilra  dare  not  handle'  a  knife 
In  malice,  though  flic  (bouldin  lefc  her  life; 
But  nathelefTe  as  hevin  gan  tho  turne, 
IVo  bad  afpedis  hath  ihe  of  Satume, 
That  made  her  I  r  to  dyin  in  prlfon ; 
And  1  (hall  oftir  makin  mcncioa 


Of  Danao  and  Egiftis  alfo. 
And  though  fo  be  that  thci  were  brethrm  two; 
For  thilke  tyme  n'as  fparid  no  linage, 
It  likid  *hcm  to  makin  manage 
Betwixt  Hypermneftra  and  him  Lino, 
And  caftin  in  foche  a  daie  it  fliall  be  to. 
And  fuU  accord!  d  was  it  iittirly. 
The*  araie  it  wrought,  the  tyme  is  h&i  by ; 
And  thus  Lino  hath  of  hiar  fathir*s  brother 
The  doughtif  wedded,  and  ech  of  *hem  hath  others 
The  torchis  brcnnin  and  the  lampis  bright. 
The  facrificis  ben  full  redy  dight, 
t  Th*  enfence  out  of  the  fire  out  rekith  fote. 
The  floure  the  lefe,  is  rent  up  by  the  rote 
To  makin  garlandl^  and  cronnis  hie ; 
Full  is  the  place  of  foucrd  of  minHralcie, 
Of  fongis  amourout  of  mariage. 
As  th&i  tyme  was* the  plain  ufage ; 
And  this  was  in  the  paleis  of  Egifte, 
That  in  his  hous  was  lord  right  as  him  lifted 
And  thus  that  daie  thei  drivin  to  za  cnde,- 
The  frendis  takin  leve,  and  home  thei  wend : 
The  night  is  come,  the  bride  (hall  go  to  bed, 
Egiftis  to  his  chamber  faft  him  fped. 
And  privily  he  let  his  doughtir  call 
When  that  the  hous  voidid  was  of  'hem  all ; 
He  loklth  on  his  doughtir  with  glade  chere. 
And  to  her  fpake  as  ye  ihall  aftir  here : 

My  right  doughtir,  the  trcfour  of  mine  herte ! 
Sens  firft  that  daie  that  fliapin  was  my  flierte. 
Or  by  the  Fatall  Suftir  had  my  dome. 
So  nye  raync  hertd  nevir  thing  ne  come. 
As  thou  my  Hypermneftra,  doughtir  dere  1 
Take  hcde  what  thy  fathir  fayith  the  here. 
And  werke  aftir  thy  wifir  evirmo. 
For  aldirfirft  doughtir  I  love  the  fo 
That  all  the  worlde  to  me  n'is  halfe  fo  kfe, 
Ne  I  n'olde  rede  the  to  thy  mifchcfe 
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7«r  all  the  gode  ondir  the  coldd  mone ; 

And  what  I  mene  it  flial  be  faid  right  fonc, 

With  proteiladoo,  atfaioe  thefewife. 

That  but  thou  doe  as  I  fliall  the  dcvife 

Thou  (halt  be  ded,  by  him  that  al  hath  wrought : 

Atihorte  wordii,  thou  ne  fcapiil  nought 

Out  of  my  paleifi  or  that  thou  be  dede 

fiat  tho«  amknt  and  werfce  aftir  my  rede; 

Take  this  to  the  for  full  conclufioun. 

This  Hypemuieftta  caft  her  eyin  doun, 

And  quoke  as  doeth  the  lefe  of  afpis  g^ene, 

Ded  wext  her  hew,  and  like  afliin  to  fene, 

And  fayid;  I<orde  and  fathir,  all  your  will» 

Aftir  my  might,  God  wote  I  (hall  fulfill. 

So  it  be  to  me  no  confufion. 

I  n*ill  (quod  he)  have  non  exception. 
And  out  he  caught  a  knife  as  rafour  kene ; 
Hide  this  (quod  he)  that  it  be  nat  ifene, 
And  when  thine  hufbonde  is  to  bed  ygo. 
While  that  he  flepith  cut  histhrote  atwo, 
For  in  my  dreme  it  is  ywamid  me 
how  that  my  nevewe  (hall  my  bane  ybc. 
But  whiche  I  n*ot,  wherefore  I  woll  be  (ikcr ; 
If  thou  (aie  naie  we  two  (hall  have  a  biker. 
As  I  have  faied,  by  him  that  I  have  fwome. 
This  Hypermnc(ba'  hath  nigh  her  wit  forlorn. 
And  for  to  pa^e  harmclefle  out  of  that  place 
She  g^untidhim,  there  was  non  othir  grace. 
And  therewithal!  a  coftrill  takith  he. 
And  faied.  Hereof  a  draught  or  two,  or  thre, 
Yevc  him  to  drinke  when  he  goith  to  rcftc. 
And  he  ihall  (lepe  as  long  as  er  the  lefle. 
The  narcotikes  and  apies  ben  fo  (bong. 
And  go  thy  waie,  left  that  him  thinke  to  long. 
Out  Cometh  the  bride,  and  with  full  fobre  chere, 
A»  is  of  maidins  oftin  the  mancre, 
To  chambir  brought  with  revil  and  with  fong : 
And  (hortlie,  lefte  this  tal^  be  to  long. 
This  Lino  and  (he  beth  bin  brought  to  bed. 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  dore  him  fjped. 
The  night  is  waftid,  and  he  fell  aflepe; 
Full  tendirly  beginnith  (he  to  wepe ; 
She  rift  her  up,  and  dredefully  (he  quaketh, 
A^  dofth  the  braunch  that  Zephyrus  ylhakcth; 


And  hu(ht  were  all  in  Angatle  that  cite ; 
As  colde  as  any  frofte  now  wexith  (he. 
For  pite  by  the  herte  ftrainid  her  fo. 
And  drede  of  deth  doith  her  fo  moche  wo, 
Tf  at  thryis  doune  (he  fijl ;  in  fochc  a  were 
She  rifte  her  up,  and  ftekereth  here  and  there, 
And  on  her  handis  hfU  lokith  (he  $ 
Ala»!-qttod(ke,  (ball  myoe  handes  blodte  be ! 
I  am  a  maidin,  and  by  my  nature. 
And  by  my  femblaunt,  and  by  my  ve(hire, 
Myne  haundis  ben  not  (hapin  for  a  knife. 
As  for  to  revin  no  man  fro  his  life  : 
What  devill  have  1  with  the  knife  to  do  f 
And  (hall  I  have  my  throte  ycorve  atwo  t 
Then  flialli  blede,  alas !  aad  be  yftende : 
And  nedis  of  this  thing  mote  have  an  endei 
Or  he  or  I  mote  nedis  lefe  our  life : 
Now  certis  (quod  (he)  fens  I  am  his  wife. 
And  hath  my  feithe,  yet  is  it  bette  for  me 
For  to  be  dedde  in  wifely  honcfte 
Then  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  (haqie : 
Be  as  be  male,  for  emeft  or  for  game. 
He  (hall  awake,  and  rife  and  go  his  waie 
Out  at  this  guttir  er  that  it  be  date ; 
And  wept  full  tendirlie  upon  his  fsice, 
And  in  her  armis  gan  him  to  embrace, 
And  him  (he  rogg^th  and  awakith  fofi ; 
And  at  the  windowe  lepe  he  fro  the  loft 
When  flie  hath  wamid  him  and  doen  him  bote^i 
This  Lino  fwift  ywas  and  light  of  fbte, 
And  from  his  wife  he  ran  a  full  gode  pace : 
This  felie  woman  is  fo  weke,  alas ! 
And  helple(re,  fo  that  er  (he  fcrrd  went 
Her  cruiil  fathir  did  her  for  to  hent. 
Alas,  Lino!  why  art  thou  fo  unkinde  f 
Why  ne  haft  thou  remembrid  in  thy  minds 
And  takin  her  and  led  her  forthe  with  the  f 
For  when  (he  fawe  that  gone  awaie  was  he. 
And  that  (he  ne  might  not  fo  faft  ygo, 
Nc  folowin  him,  (he  fate  doune  right  tho 
Til  (he  was  caught  and  fettrid  in  prifon ; 
This  Talc  it  (aied  for  this  conduftoau 
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A  PRAISE   OF  WOMEN. 


A  t  tho  that  lyfte  of  wrnnen  til  to  fpcke, 
And  fayin  of  *hcin  worie  than  they  dcfcrvc» 
I  pray  to  God  that  ther  ntckis  to  hrckc^ 
Or  on  fome  yU  dethe  naote  tho  janglirs  ilerve. 
For  every  man  were  holdin  *hem  to  ferve. 
And  do  *hem  worftiip,  honour,  and  fervife. 
In  every  manir  they  beft  coude  dcv'dc. 

For  we  onght  firft  to  think  on  what  maoere 
Thei  bruig  us  forth,  and  what  pain  thei  endure 
Firll  in  our  byrth,  and  iith  fro  yere  to  yere 
How  biifily  they  done  ther  bufy  cure 
To  kepe  us  fro  every  myfavinture 
In  our  youthhed,  whan  that  wc  have  no  might 
Our  felfe  to  kepe  neythir  by  day  nor  night. 

Alas!  howc  may  we  fay  on  *hem  but  wele 
Of  wh«m  we  were  yfoftred  and  ybore. 
And  ben  all  our  focoure,  and  trewe  as  fielcy 
And  for  our  fake  fui  ofte  they  fufire  fore  ? 
Without  women  were  al  our  ]oye  ylore, 
Ivherfore  we  ought  al  women  to  obey 
in  al  godeneCTe ;  I  can  no  more  yfay. 

This  is  wcl  knowin,  and  hath  ben  or  this. 
That  women  ben  the  caufc  of  al  lightncffe, 
Knighthode,  norture,  efchewing  al  malis, 
Entrcfe  of  woHhip  ;uid  of  worthineffc, 
Therto  curteys  meke,  grounde  of  alle  godenefle, 
Glad  and  mery,  and  trewe  in  every  wife 
That  any  gentle*  hert  can  thinke  or  devife. 

And  though  any  would  truft  to  your  untruth. 
And  to  your  faire  wordis  would  aught  alTcnt, 
In  gode  faith  methinkith  it  wer  grcie  ruth 
That  othre*  women  {hould  for  ther  gilt  be  (hent 
That  ner  knew  ne  wift  nought  of  ther  entent, 
Ke  lift  not  to  here  the  faire  wordes  ye  write, 
l^Ttiche  ye  you  painc  fro  daie  to  daic  t'  endite. 

But  who  nuie  beware  of  your  tales  unttue 
That  ye  fo  buiilie  painte  and  endite  ^ 
For  ye  will  fwcrin  that  ye  nevir  knewe 
Ke  fawe  the  wonian  neither  moche  ne  lite, 
Save  only  her  to  whom  ye  had  delite 
As  for  to  ferve  of  all  that  er  ye  fey. 
And  for  her  love  muft  ye  nedis  dcy. 

Then  wil  ye  fwefe  that  ye  knevir  ner  before 
TVhat  Love  was,  ne  his  dredful  obfervaunce. 
But  now  ye  felin  that  he  can  wounde  fore, 
Vlierefore  ye  put  you'  into  her  govirnajoncc 


Whom  Love  hath  ordeincd  you  to  ferve  anddopM 

fauncc 
With  al  your  might  your  Htyl  liv'is  (pace, 
Whiche  endith  (one  but  if  (he  doe  you  grace  ( 

And  then  to  bcdde  will  ye  you  fone  ydrawe. 
And  fone  your  Iclvis  ficke  ye  will  then  fain» 
And  fwerin  h£L  your  Udie  bath  you  flawe» 
And  brought  you  fodainly  in  fo  high  pain 
That  fro  your  deth  maie  no  man  you  leftrain^ 
With  a  danngerous  loke  of  her  eyin  two. 
That  to  your  deth^  muft  ye  nedis  go. 

Thus  will  ye  mome,  thus  will  ye  (ighin  fore^ 
As  though  your  hert  anon  in  two  wold  breft. 
And  fwerin  faft  that  ye  maie  live  no  more, 
Myne  owne  ladie,  that  might  if  ye  left 
'  BryagiB  myne  herte  fomedcle  into  reft. 
As  if  you  lift  mercie  on  me  to  have, 
Thus  your  untrouth  will  evir  mercie  crave. 

Thus  woU  ye  plainin  tho  you  nothing  fxncrtc 
Thefc  innocent  crctures  for  to  begile, 
And  fwerc  to  'herafo  woundid  is  your  hertc 
For  love  of  thera  that  ye  maie  live  no  whUe, 
Scarilie  fo  long  as  one  might  go  a  mile; 
So  hyith  Deth  to  bryng  you  to  an  endc 
But  if  your  foverain  lady  lift  you*  amende. 

And  if  (he  comfort  you  in  any  wife 
For  routhe  for  pitc'  of  your  falfc  othis  fere. 
So  that  ftie  weneth  it  be  as  you  devife, 
And  wenith  your  herte  be  as  (he  maie  here. 
Thus  to  comfort  and  fomwhat  do  you  cherc. 
Then  woll  thefc  janglirs  demc  of  her  full  ill. 
And  faine  ye  have  her  fully  at  your  will. 

Lo,  how  redie  ther  tongis  ben  and  pre(t 
To  fpcktnliarrae  of  women  caufilcfTe ! 
Alas !  why  might  ye  not  as  well  faie  the  bcfb 
As  for  to  demin  *hem  thus  giltilc(re  ? 
In  your  herte  iwis  there*  is  no  gentUnefTc 
That  of  your  own  gilt  liftc  thus  women  fame  ; 
Now  by  my  trouth  me  thinke  ye  be  to  blame^ 

Fdr  «»f  women  comith  this  worldly  welc. 
Wherefore  we  ought  wor(hip  'hem  cvirmorc. 
And  thdugh  it  mi(hap  one  we  ought  to  bele. 
For  it  is  all  thorough  our  falD  lore. 
That  daic  and  night  we  pain  us  evirmorc 
With  many*  an  othe  thefe  women  to  begile 
With  fall'e  talis  and  many'  a  wickid  wile. 


And  if  ^d(hede  (houU  be  reckened  and  told   • 
It  n*ere  in  women  iwit  full  trouth  were 
Not  IS  in  men  is  by  a  thoufande  fold. 
Fro  all  Yicis  iwis  thei  ftandin  ciere, 
in  uif  thing  that  cr  I  could  of  here. 
But  if  entifyng  of  thcfe  men  it  make. 
That  *bem  to  flatteren  connin  nevir  flake. 

\  "utxM  fair  ^-**^  M^^^^^^fn^  yf  iwwl  ^Mf. 
Without  mens  tifing  women  did  amis ; 
There  ye  get  *hcm  ye  lie  fro  ycre  to  ycre. 
And  many*  a  gabbyng  ye  make  to'  *hem  iwis. 
For  I  could  nevir  here  ne  knowen  er  this 
Where  evir  ye  coude  findc  in  any  place 
That  evir  women  bdsm^glE  yon  0f  gticA 

There  ye  you  j^^in  with  al  your  ftillmi^t. 
With  all  your  herte  and  all  your  bulineire. 
To  pleiin  'hem  aye  both  by  daie  and  night. 
Praying  *hem  of  ther  grace  and  gentilndOfe 
To  bare  pite  upon  your  grete  diflrefle, 
And  that  thei  woldin  on  your  pain  have  routh, 
*Aiid  ile  yon  «o(,  -fidila  ^e  v^snt  ^t  croidkV 

Thus  maie  fi^n  that  thei  ben  favtlcfl^, 
And  innocent  to  all  your  wcrkis  flic ; 
And  all  your  craftisthat  touchin  fallhefl*e 
Thd  knowe  %em  not,  ne  maie  'hem  not  4ifpie  ; 
Sofwerin  ye  that  ye  muft  nedis  die 
But  if  thei  wouldin  of  ther  womanhedde 
Upon  your  trouth  rewe  er  that  ye  be  dedde. 

And  then  ytour  lady  and  your  hert'is  qnene 
Yc  callin  *hetn,  and  therewith  ye  figh  fore. 
And  faic,  My  l»£e%  I  trowe  that  it  be  fcne 
la  what  pKte  that  1  have  livid  full  yore, 
But  DOW  1  hope  that  yc  woUin  no  more 
In  thcfe  pains  fufTre  me  for  to  dwell, 
For  of  all  godencflc  iwis  ye  be  the'  wcfl. 

Lo,  whiche  a  pnntid  proceiTe  can  ye  make    - 
Thcfe  harmleffc  cr^turis  for  to  begile ! 
And  when  thei  flcpc  ye  painin  you  to  vrake, 
And  to  bethittkc  you'  on  many'  a  wickid  wile ; 
But  ye  fiial  fe  the  daie  that  ye  fliall  cttrfc  the  while 
That  ye  fo  hufily  did  jtmr  entcnt 
'Hem  to  begtlc  Chat  ialfiicd  ucvir  ment. 
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For  this  ye  know  wel,  though  I  wouldin  lie^ 
In  wom«n  is  all  trouth  and  ftedfaftneiTe, 
For  in  gode  faithe  1  nevir  of  'hem  lie 
But  mocfae  worihip,  bounte,  and  gentilnefle. 
Right  commyng,  faire,  and  full  of  mekeneiTc^ 
Gode  and  glad,  and  lowlie  1  you  cnfuie. 
Is  this  godelie  and  angelike  creture. 
.  iLlU^i^JlliJIfigpe  amubeiadi£e£s 
She  doeth  her  bufinelTe  and  her  full  paioe 
With  al  her  might  him  to  comfort  and  plele^ 
If  fro  his  difefe  (he  might  hym  reib^un  : 
In  w«rde  ne  dede  iwis  (he  woU  not  faine ; 
With  al  her  might  (he  doth  her  bufineiTe 
To  bryngis  hortv  txitof  his  1^ vinefle. 

Lo,iiere  wrist  gtntillefietliefe  women  have! 
If  we  could  knowe  it  for  our  rud^nelTe 
How  buiie  thei  be  us  to  kepe  and  lave 
Bothe  in  hele  and  alio  in  (ick^nefle. 
And  alwale  right  forie  for  our  diftrelTe ; 
In  evdry  manir  thusfliewe  thei  routhe, 
Hmt  in  'kefj^  is  aU  godenefi:  tad  all  trontbc. 

And  Hth  we  find  in  'hem  gentilneile,  trouth^ 
Worfhip,  bounty, and  kindn^e,  evimiore. 
Let  nevir  this  gentillefle  through  your  flouth 
In  ther  kinde  trouth  be  evir  aught  forlore 
That  in  women  is  and  hath  ben  full  yore. 
For  in  reverence  of  heven'is  queue 
We  ought  to  worihip  a)l  women  that  bene ; 

For  of  a|l  c.retore%  that  were  get  and  borne 
This  wote  ye  well  l  woman  vras  the  beft  ; 
By  her  vws  re^ovtfred  the  biis  we*  had  lome. 
And  through  that  woman  (hall  we  come  to  reft 
And  ben  il^yid,  if  that  our  fclf  left ; 
Wherefore  me  thinkith  if  that  we  had  grace 
We  o^ghten  |ionour  women  in  every  pkce. 

Therefore  I  rede  that  to  our  Kv 'is  ende, 
Fro  this  time  forth  while  that  we  h^yin  (jpace^ 
That  we  have  trcfpaced  purfue  to  amende. 
Praying  our  l^adie,  the  welle  of  all  grace, 
To  bryngin  us  unto  that  blisf^ll  place 
There  as  ihe'  and  all  gode  women  (hall  he'  in  fcrej 
In  iicvin  above,  emong  the  vigils  clcre^ 
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LA  BiLLI  HAME '^AKS  MURCY. 


LA  BELLE  DAME  SANS  MERCY. 


M.  Meyn^  Seerftary  f  At  Kiwf  rfFrttnce^  formed  ibig  diaUgue  between  tf  genilemn 
'         and  4  gentUvjomtm^  wbojlnding  mo  mercy  at  ber  band,  dyetb  for  forrow. 


H^LFi  i«  a  dreme,  not  fully  well  awaked. 
The  goldin  Slcpe  me  wrapped  undir  Kis  wyng, 
Yet  not  forthy  I  rofe»  and  well  nigh  naked, 
ill  ^odainly  my  felf  rememberyng 
Of  a  mattir,  levyng  all  othir  thyng. 
Which  I  mudi  dpe  withoutin  more  delaie 
For  them  whiche  I  ne  durU  not  difobaie. 

My  charge  was  this,  to  tranilate  by  and  by, 
(All  thyng  forgive)  as  parte  of  my  penaunce, 
A  bokc  callid  La  bd  Dame  fans  Mcrey^ 
Whiche  Maiftir  Aleine  made  of  remcrobrauncc, 
Chief  Secretarie  with  the  Kyng  of  Fraunce  \ 
And  hereupon  a  while  1  ilode  mufyng, 
And  in  my  felf  greatly  imaginyng 

What  wife  I  Inould  perform  the  laid  procefle 
Confidiryng  by  gode  advif^ment 
My  unconnyng  and  my  grete  fimpleneiTe, 
And  ayenward  the  ftraite  conmiaundtlment 
Whiche  that  I  had ;  and  tlrnn  in  myne  entcnt 
I  was  Yezid  and  toumid  up  and  doune, 
And  yet  at  lad,  as  in  concluiiDun, 

I  caft  my  clothis  on,  and  went  my  waie, 
This  forefaid  charge  having  in  remembraupce. 
Till  I  came  to  a  luilie  grene  valaie 
Full  of  flouris,  to  fc  a  grcte  plefauuce. 
And  fo  boldly,  with  ther  benigne  fuffraunce 
Which  redin  this  boke,  touching  this  matcrc 
Thus  I  began,  if  it  plefe  you  to  here. 

Not  long  ago,  ridyng  an  eGe  paat, 
I  fell  in  though'  of  joyful  defperate, 
With  grcte  otfefe  and  pain,  fo  that  I  wtt 
Of  all  lovirs  the  mod  unfortunate, 
Sith  by  his  darte  mode  cruill  full  of  hate 
The  Deth  hath  take  my  ladie  and  maiftreiTe, 
And  left  me  fole,  thus  difcomfite  and  mate, 
6orc  languiibyng  and  in  waic  of  diftrcffc. 


Then  (aid  I  thus.  It  fallitk  me  to  cefle 
Eithir  to  rime  or  ditees  for  to  make. 
And  furely  to  nukin  a  full  pramcife 
To  laugh  no  more,  but  wepe  in  dothts  blake 
My  joyfuU  tyme  (alas !)  now  docth  it  flake. 
For  in  my  felf  I  fele  no  manir  efe. 
Let  it  be  written,  foche  fortune  (as  I  take) 
Which  neithir  me  nor  non  othir  doth  ple£L 

If  it  were  £b  ray  wyll  or  myne  cntent 
Conftrainid  were  a  joyfuU  thing  to  write. 
My  penne  coud  ncvir  knowin  wliat  it  ment. 
To  fpeke  thereof  my  tongue  hath  no  delite ; 
Tho  with  my  mouthe  1  laugh  mocbil  or  lite 
Mine  eyin  ihould  ms^e  a  countenance  untrue. 
My  herte  alfo  would  have  therof  defpite. 
The  ^epyng  teris  have  fo  large  iflue. 

Thefe  ficke  lovirs  I  levc  that  to  *hem  longcf. 
Which  lede  ther  life  in  hope  of  elegeaunce. 
This  is  to  iaie,  to  make  badades  and  fongcs 
Every  of  *hem  as  thei  fele  ther  grevaunce. 
For  (he  that  was  my  joye  and  my  plelauuce, 
Whofe  foule  I  praie  God  of  bis  mercie  fave ! 
She  hath  my  will,  myne  hert*is  ordinaunce, 
Which  lyith  here  within  this  tombe  igrave. 

For  this  tyme  forthe  tyme  is  to  hoM  my  pees; 
It  werieth  me  this  mattir  for  to  tre^e  { 
Let  othir  lovirs  put  'hem  felfe  in  prees. 
Their  fefon  is,  my  tyme  is  noi^  forgetc  ( 
Fortune  by  ftrength  the  forcir  hath  imfliete 
Wherein  was  fperde  all  my  worldly  richcfle. 
And  all  the  godis  which  that  I  have  gete 
In  my  beft  tyme  of  youth  and  InftineSe. 

Love  hath  me  kept  undir  his  govimaunoe  s 
If  I  mifdid  God  graunt  me  forgivenefle ! 
If  I  did  Well  yet  felt  I  no  plelaunce. 
It  cauiid  neithir  joye  nor  bcyinc|re, 
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Por  when  flie  dyid  that  was  my  maiilres 
My  welfare  then  ymade  the  fame  purchafe ; 
The  Deth  hath  fhette  my  hondis  of  witnefle. 
Which  for  nothing  myne  hert  (hal  nevir  pafe. 

In  this  grcte  thought  fore  troublid  in  my  mind. 
Alone  thus  rode  I  all  the  morrow  tide, 
Till  at  the  laft  it  happid  me  to  finde  * 
The  place  wherein  1  call  me  to  abide 
When,  that  I  had  no  farthir  for  ^o  ride>  • 
And  as  I  went  my  lodgyng  (o  parvaie 
Right  fone  1  herd  a  little  me  hefide. 
In  a  gard^,  where  minftrels  gan  to  plaie : 

With  th^t  anone  I  went  me  backir  more. 
My  f^  and  I,  me  thought  we  were  inow. 
But  twaine  that  wer  my  frendis  here  before 
Had  me  efpied,  and  yet  I  wote  not  how 
The;  came  for  me ;  awaiewarde  I  me  drowe, 
Somwhat  by  force,  fomwhat  by  ther  requeft» 
That  in  no  wife  I  coud  my  felf  refcowe, 
But  nedis  I  muft  come  in  and  fe  the  feft. 

At  my  commyng  the  ladies  everichone  -  ' 

Bad  me  welcome,  God  wotc  fo  gentillie. 
And  made  rac  chere  every  one  by  one 
A  grcte  dele  bettir  than  I  was  worthic. 
And  of  thcr  grace  (hewed  me  grcte  curtifie 
With  gode  difport,  bicaufc  I  ihould  not  mournc  : 
That  daie  I  b'^dc  AIII  in  ther  companie, 
Whiche  was  to  me  a  gracious  ibjoumc. 

The  bordis  were  fprcd"  in  right  JItyl  fpace, 
The  tadies  fat  cchc  as  (he  femid  bed ; 
There  were  no  dedly  fervauntes  in  the  place. 
But  choidn  men,  right  of  the  godclyeil, 
And  fome  there  wer,  peravcnture  moft  fre(heft,  . 
That  fawin  ther"jtidgis  right  full  demure, 
WIthoutin  femblaunt  eithir  to  mode  or  left, 
Notwithftandyng  thei  had  'hem  undir  cure. 

Emong  ail  othir  one  I  gan  cfpie 
Which  in  grete  thought  ful  ofcin  came  ^nd  went,. 
As  one  that  had  ben  ravi(hed  nttirly, 
In  his  language  not  gretly  diHgent ; 
Hit  countinaunce  he  kept  with  grete  turmen^, 
Bat  his  dedre  farre  paflid  his  rcfon, 
For  er  his  eye  went  aftir  his  entent 
Fall  many*  a  tyme  when  it  was  no  fefon. 

To  makin  chere  forcly  hymfclf  he  pained, 
And  outwardly  he  fainid  grcte  gladnefle ; 
To  iing  alfo  by  force  he  was  conftrained, 
FoF  no  plefaunce  but  verie  (hamefa(h]efle. 
For  the  complainte  of  his  mode  hevIneflTe 
Came  to  his  voice  alwaie  without  reque(t, 
Lifee  as  the  foune  of  birdis  doeth  expre0e 
When  thei  fing  loude  in  frithe  or  in  foreft. 

Othir  there  were  that  fervid  in  the  hall. 
But  none  like  hym,  as  aftir  myne  advife. 
For  he  was  pale,  and  fomwhat  lene  withall. 
His  fpeche  alfo  trembtld  in  ferfuU  wife. 
And  or  alone  but  when  he  did  fervife ; 
AUl>]acke  he  were,  and  no  devife  but  plain ; 
Me  thought  by  him,  as  my  witte  coud  fuffife. 
His  herte  was  noihyng  in  his  owne  demain. 

T6  fcft  "hem  all  he  did  his  diligence. 
And  well  he  coud,  right  as  it  femid  me, 
put  eVirraorc  when  he  was  in  prefence 
fiis  chcte  was  docn,  it  n'olde  none  othir  be ; 


His  fcholemaiftir  had  Ibche  ftu^orite 

That  all  the  while  he  bode  fUU  in  that  place     • 

Speke  cou*d  he  not,  but  upon  her  beaute 

He  lokid  (UU  with  a  right  pitous  face. 

With  that  his  hedde  he  toumid  at  the  laft 
For  tobeholde  the  ladies  everichone. 
But  er  in  one  he  fet  his  eye  (tedfai^ 
On  her  whiche  that  his  thought  was  mofte  npoa. 
For  of  his  eyen  the  (hot  I  knewe  anone, 
Which  ferfuU  was,*  with  right  humble  re<]utftei; 
Then  to  ray  felf  I  faied,  by  God  alone 
Soche  one  was  I  or  that  I  f;iwe  thefe  jeftes, 

Oot^  the  prefe  he  went  full  efily 
To  make  ihiblc  his  hevie  countinaunce. 
And  w^eye  well  he  fighid  wondirly 
For  his  forowesand  wofuU  remembrance. 
Then  io  hymfelf  he  made  his  ordinance. 
And  forthwithall  came,  to  bryng  in  the  meflfe. 
But  for  to  judge  his  mofte  wofiill  penance 
God  wote  it  was  a  pitous  entremefle. 

Aftir  dinhr  anone  thei  *hem  avaunced 
To  daunce  above  the  folk  evt  rychonc. 
And  forthwithal  this  hevie*man  he  daunced 
Somtime  with*  twaine  and  fomtimis  with  one  | 
Unto  *hem  all  his  chere  was  aftir  one. 
Now  here^  now  there,  as  fell  by  avinture, 
Bur  er  emong  he  drewe  tp  her  alone 
Whiche  that  he  mofte  dredc  of  livyng  creture.  . 

To  mine  advife  gode  was  his  purveiaimce 
When  he  her  chofe  to  his  maiftrvfle  alone, 
If  that  her  herte  were  fet  to  his  plefaunce 
As  moche  as  was  her  beaut^us  perfone, 
For  who  fo  evic  fctteth  bis  truft  upon 
The  report  of  the  eyen  withontin  more 
He  might  be  dedde  and  gravin  undir  (lone 
Or  he  flioutd  his  hert'is  efe  reftore. 

In  her  failid  nothyng  that  I  coud  gelfe 
One  wife  nor  othir,  privie  nor  aperte ; 
A  garifon  (he  was  of  godclinefTe, 
To  make  a  frontier  for  a  lovirs  herte ; 
Right  yong  and  frelbe,  a  woman  full  coverte, 
AflTurid  wele  of  porte  and  eke  of  chere, 
Wcl  at  her  efe,  withoutin  wo  or  fmerte, 
A)l  imderneth  the  (landerde  of  Dangere. 

To  fe  the  feft  it  wcried  me  full  fore. 
For  hcvie  joye  doeth  fore  the  herte  travaile. 
Out  of  the  prefe  I  me  withdrawe  therforc. 
And  fet  me  doune  alone  behinde  a  traile 
Full  of  levis,  to  fe  a  grcte  mcrvaile, 
With  grene  wrethis  iboundin  wondirly. 
The  levis  were  fo  thicke  withoutin  failc 
That  thoroughout  no  man  mig^t  me  cfpie. 

To  this  ladie  he  came  full  curtifly 
When  he  thought  time  to  daunce  with  her  a  trace. 
Set  in  an  hei*bir  made  full  plefantly, 
Thei  redid  *hem  fro  thens  but  lityl  fpace, 
Nigh  *hem  were  none  of  a  certain  compace, 
But  onely  thei,  as  farre  as  I  coud  fe ; 
Save  the  traile  there  I  had  jchofe  my  place 
Ther  was  no  more  betwene  'hem  two  and  me. 

I  hord  the  lovir  fighyng  wondir  fore. 
For  tie  the  more  the  forir  it  hym  fought. 
His  inward  paine  he  coud  not  kepe  in  dore. 
Nor  for  to  fpeke  fq  bardie  was  he  nought ; 
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His  Uche  wu  B<re,  the  gretir  wm  hU  thov^t  ? 
He  mufid  fore  to  conqofre  his  daCuct 
For  no  man  roaie  to  more  peonunce  be  btought 
t^hen  in  his  hetc  to  bryng  hymto  ihc  fire. 

The  herte  began  to  fwcU  within  hi^-  cheft, 
So  fore  (bainid  for  anguilhe  and  lor  pain, 
That  all  to  pecit  almofle  it  to  breft. 
When  both  at  ooet  jG^Xbre  it  did  eonArain. 
DeCrc  was  bolde,  but  ihame  it  g^  rofratn. 
That  one  was  lai!ge,  the  othir  Was  fbll  dole ; 
3No  little  charge  waa  laicd  on  hym  certain 
To  kepe  foche  werre  and  have  (o  many  foTe. 

Full  oftin  times  to  fpeke  himfelf  he  psiinedi 
But  fhamefa^tnciTe  and  drede  faied  erir  nale, 
Yet  at  the  laft  fo  fore  he  was  conftratned, 
IVhen  he  fuU  long  bad  pot  it  in  dclaie. 
To  this  ladie  right  thus  then  gan  he  faje^ 
With  dredefuU  voice/ wepyng,  baUe  in  a  cage; 
For  me  was  purveied  an  anhappie  dale 
When  I  firft  had  a  fight  of  your  vilage  i 

I  fuffre  pain,  Ood  wote^  full  bote  breniilng» 
To  caufc  my  deth,  all  for  my  true  ibrv4fc» 
And  I  k  well  j6  recke  thereof  nothing, 
Kor  take  no  hcde  of  it  in  no  kindo  wil«. 
But  when  I  fpeke  aftir  my  beil  advlfe 
Ye  reke  it  nought,  but  make  thereof  a  g«me« 
And  though  I  fewe  fo  grete  an  entifprife 
Yet  peirith  not  your  worihtp  nor  your  fame. 

Alas !  what  ihould  it  be  to*  you  prejudice 
If  that  a  man  dqe  love  you  faithfully  f 
To  your  woribip  efchcwyng  every  vice. 
So  I  am  yours,  atid  will  be  verily ; 
I  chalenge  nought  of  right,  and  refon  why. 
For  I  am  whole  fubmit  to  your  fervice ; 
Right  as  you  lift  it  be  right  fo  will  I, 
To  binde  my  felf  where  1  was  in  fraunchife. 

L*amaMt, 
Though  it  be  fo  that  I  caii  not  deferve 
To  have  your  grace,  but  alwaie  live  in  drede, 
Yet  fuffrcinc  you  for  to  lovc  and  fcrvc 
Wit4iout  maugre  of  your  moftc  godelihede ; 
Both  faith  and  crouth  I  give  your  womanhcde 
And  my  fervice  without  any  callyng; 
Love  hath  me  bound  withoutin  wage  or  med^ 
To  be  your  man  and  Icve  ail  othir  thyng. 

Za  Dame 
When  this  ladie  had  htrJ  al  this  language 
$he  gave  anfwerc  fuii  foft  and  demurely. 
Without  chaungyng  of  colour  or  coragc, 
Nothyng  in  haft,  but  full  mcfurably ; 
Me  thinkith,  Sir,  your  thought  is  grete  foly ; 
Purpofe  ye  nought  your  labour  for  to  ccfc, 
Ipr  thinkith  not  whilis  ye  live  and  I 
I;i  this  mattir  to  fet  your  hcrte  in  pcfe. 

Ther  male  none  make  the  pec«  but  onely  ye. 
Which  are  the  ground  and  caufe  of  all  this  war» 
For  with  your  cyen  thclettirswrittin  be 
By  whiche  I  am  defied  and  put  afarre ; 
Your  pLfaunt  lake,  my  very  lod  ftarre. 
Was  made  hcraude  of  thilke  fame  defiaunce 
Whiche  uttirly  behight  me  for  to  barre 
My  faithi'uU  truH  and  all  myne  affyuuncc. 


Lm  Dame,  ^ 

To  live  in  wo  he  bath  grete  fantaflea 
And  of  his  bert  aUo  bat  flipper  h<4de. 
That  onely  for  beholdyiig  of  an  eye 
Can  not  abide  in  pece,  ai  refon  wolde  ; 
Other  or  me  if  ye  lift  ye  mate  behoMe ; 
Our  eyen  arc  miide  to  joke,  why  (hould  we^ore^ 
1  take  no  kepo  notdur  of  yoog  ne  olde  ( 
Who  fclitb  im»n  I  counCMlt  hym  bcw«r#i 
Vtumaat. 

If  it  be  fo  oQfr  horte  on  othir  fere 
In  his  defautc  that  felith  the  grevamice, 
Of  very  right  a  man  may  do  no  more, 
Yet  re(bn  would  it  wefr  in  remembraunce. 
And  fith  Fortune  onily  by  her  chauncc 
Hath  canfid  me  to  fiiffre  all  this  pain 
By  your  bcauti«,  with  all  the  circumftaiiBce, 
Why  lift  ye  have  me  in  fo  grete  difdam  ? 
Lm  Dame. 

To  your  pcrfonc  nc  have  I  no  difdain. 
Nor  nevir  Had  truelic,  ne  nought  will  have. 
Nor  right  grete  Jov©  nor  hatred  in  certain. 
Nor  your  counfaile  to  knowc  fo  God  nie  lave ; 
If  that  foche  love  be  in  your  minde  igravc. 
That  lltyl  thyng  maie  doe  you  difplefaunce^ 
You  to  begilc  or  make  you  for  to  rave, 
I  will  not  cauHn  no  foche  encombrauncc. 
L*amant, 

What  er  it  be  that  me  hath  thus  purcba£:d 
Weuyng  hath  not  deccvid  me  certain. 
But  fervent  love  fo  lore  hath  me  ichafcd 
That  I  uQware  am  taflin  in  your  chainc ; 
And  fith  fo  is,  as  Fortune  lift  ordatae, 
All  my  welfare  is  in  your  handis  fall. 
In  efchewyng  of  more  mifchevous  paine 
Who  fouift  dicth  his  care  is  left  of  all* 
Za  Dmkc, 

T  his  fickneiTc  is  right  clic  to  endure. 
But  fewe  peplc  it  cauftth  for  to  die. 
But  what  thci  menc  I  knowc  it  very  fure. 
Of  more  comfort  to  drawe  the  remedie  j 
Soche  be  there  now  p^inyng  fuU  pitouHie 
That  fek,  God  wow,  not  althir  grctift  pain ; 
And  if  fo  be  lovc  hurtc  fo  grcvouftie, 
L^fte  harme  it  wer  one  forowful  then  twain. 

Alas!  Madame,  if  that  it  might  you  plcie, 
Mochc  bet  it  were  by  waic  of  gcntiloeiTe 
Of  one  laric  to  make  twain  well  at  efe 
Then  hym  to  dcftroie  that  liveih  in  diAre0Oa 
For  my  de6rc  in  neithir  more  nor  Icffe 
But  my  fervice  to  doc  for  your  plefaunce. 
In  efchewyng  all  manir  doublenefle 
To  make  two  juicsin  ftede  of  one  grevmince. 
Za  Dttm4% 

Of  love  I  feke  neithir  plefaunce  nor  cfe. 
Nor  have  1  therein  no  grctc  affiauncc ; 
I'hough  ye  be  fick  it  doeth  me  nothing  pjefe^ 
Alfo  1  take  no  hcde  of  your  plefaunce : 
Chefc  who  fo  will  ther  hertis  to  avaoncc. 
Free  am  I  now  and  fre  will  I  endure  i 
To  be  ruUd  by  mann'is  govimaunce 
For  y^thly  gode  naic,  that  I  you  enfure. 
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Vamant,  If  I  nnrpnfc  your  honour  to  deface. 

Or  cvir  did,  God  and  Fortune  me  fliem^Ci 
And  thlt  I  net"  unrightfuUy  purchao: 
One  onelie  joye  unto  my  liv*if  code. 


Love,  wnii.h  that  joy  and  forow  doth  depart, 
Hath  ftt  the  ladies  out  of  all  f^rvagc. 
And  largily  docth  griiunt  *licm  for  thcr  part 
Lordlhip  and  rule  of  every  raaner  of  age  ; 
The  pore  fcrvaunt  nought  hatii  of  avautjgc 
But  what  he  maie  get  onely  by  purchelTc, 
And  he  that  ones  to  Love  docth  hi>  homage 
Full  ofcin  tynies  dcrc  bought  is  ihe  rlchcfie. 

La  Datne. 
Ladies,  be  not  fo  fimple,  thus  I  mcnc, 
So  dull  of  witte,  fo  fottid  in  folic, 
That  for  wordis  which  fa  id  be  of  the  fplenc, 
In  fairc  language  paintid  full  plcfauntlie, 
Whiche  ye  and  mo  holde  fcholis  of  dailie, 
To  make  *hem  all  grctc  wondirs  to  fiippofc> 
But  forte  thei  can  awaie  their  heddis  wrici 
And  to  fairc  fpeche  lightly  thcr  ei'L>  clofe. 

Vatjumt, 
There  is  no  tnan  that  janglith  bufilie, 
Ac'^  fetteth  his  herte  and  al  hit  minde  therfc^te^ 
That  by  refoO  maie  plain  fo  pitouflic 
As  he  that  hath  mochc  hevincffe  in  ftorc; 
Whofe  hcdde  is  whole  and  faieth  that  it  is  for^ 
His  fainid  clierc  is  harde  to  kepc  in  mewc. 
But  thought,  whiche  is  unfainid  erirmord, 
The  workis  previth  as  the  wordis  ihewc. 

t>a  Dame, 
Love  Is  fubtill,  and  hach  a  gretc  awaite, 
Sharp  in  working,  in  gabbing  grcte  plelauncf  ^ 
And  can  hym  vcnge  of  foche  as  by  difceite 
Would  fele  and  knowe  his  fecrete  govirnauoce^ 
And  makith  *hcm  to*  obcie  his  ordinaunce 
By  cherefull  waits,  as  ia  *hcm  is  fuppofed. 
But  when  thei  fallin  into  rcpcntaunce 
Then  in  a  rage  thcr  counfailc  is  difdofcd. 

L*^mant, 
Sith  for  as  mochc  as  God  and  eke  Nature 
Hath  a'vauncid  love  to  fo  hij  degrc, 
\loche  iharpe  is  the  poind,  thus  am  I  right  furc» 
Yet  grevith  more  the  faute,  where  er  it  be; 
fV^  Lath  no  Cblde  of  beU  bath  no  dtlntt ; 
The'  one  for  that  othir  aikid  is  cxpreflc ; 
And  of  plefaunce  knowith  none  certainte 
Bat  it  be  one  io  thought  and  hevinelTe. 

Ld   Dame, 
As  for  plefaunce,  it  is  not  alwaie  one, 
That  you  think  fwcte  1  think  it  bittir  pain ; 
Ye  maie  not  mc  conftrain,  nor  yet  rigJit  none, 
Aftir  your  luftc  to  love  ;  that  is  Lut  v;iin ; 
To  chalenge  love  by  right  was  ncvir  fcln, 
Bnt  herte  alTcnt,  before  bonde  and  promile. 
For  {Irength  and  force  ne  maie  not  «r  attain 
A  will  that  Haodcth  cnfcfiid  in  ifr;uichife. 

L*amant. 

Right  faire  laide  !  God  mote  T  nevir  plefc 
If  that  I  fekc  othir  right  in  this  cufc 
Bot  for  to  (hewe  you  plainly  my  difcfc, 
And  your  mcrcic  to' abide  and  eke  yourgrvc; 
Vol.  I. 


La  Dame, 

Ye  and  othir  that  fwcre  foche  othis  fa(lC| 
And  fo  cotidempnc  and  cut  fin  to  and  fro, 
Full  fikirly  ye  wcnc  your  othis  lafte 
No  Icngir  then  the  wordis  ben  ago, 
And  God  and  eke  his  fain^i^  iaugh  alfo; 
In  foche  fwcryng  there  is  no  ftcdfaftncflc. 
And  thcfe  v.-retchis  that  have  ful  truft  thereto 
Aftir  thei  wepe  and  wailin  in  difb-eiTe. 

L*afitant, 

He  hath  bo  coiirage  of  a  man  truclic 
That  fechith  plefaunce  worfiiip  to  difpife. 
Nor  to  be  callid,  for  he'  is  not  worthie 
The  yerth  to  touch,  the  aire  in  no  kind  wife, 
A  truftie  herte,  a  mouthe  without  feintife. 
Thus  by  the  ftrcngth  of  ^vcry  raaitir  name. 
And  who  that  laieth  his  faith  for  little  prifc 
He  leHth  both  his  worihip  and  his  fame. 

La  Damei 

A  cnrfid  herte,  a  mouthe  that  is  curtcife, 
Full  well  ye  wote  thei  be  not  accordyng, 
Yet  fainid  chere  right  fone  maie  *heip  apcife, 
Where  of  malice  i^  fc^  all  thcr  workyng. 
Full  falfe  femblaunt  thei  here  and  true  femyng, 
Thcr  name,  ther  fame,  thcr  tonguis.ben  but  faiued, 
Worfliip  in  'hem  is  put  in  f  jrgettyng. 
Nought  rcpcutid,  nor  in  no  wife  complam^ 

L*awanS, 

"UTio  thinkith  ill  no  gode  ffltic  him  befall, 
God  of  his  grace  graunt  eche  man  hisdefertl 
But  for  his  love  emong  your  thoughtts  all 
As  thinkc  upon  my  wofuU  forowcs  fmcrt, 
for  of  ray  paine  whcthir  your  tendir  htrt 
Of  fWcte  pitic  be  not  therewith  agrevcd. 
And  of  your  gr^cc  to  mc  were  difcovert, 
That  by  your  mcnc  fdnc  (hould  1  be  rcleYed« 

La  Dame, 

A  lightfomc  herte,  a  folic  of  plefatitice. 
Arc  mochc  bettir  the  IcfTc  while  thei  abide, 
Thei  make  yon  think  and  bring  you  in  a  traoncei 
But  that  Qkenene  will  fune  be  remedidc; 
Refpite  your  thought,  and  put  all  this  afidc; 
Fall  gdde  difporte  yweriotll  me  all  daie; 
To  hclpe  nor  huife  my  will  is  not  aplide ; 
Who  trowcth  me  not  I  let  hym  pafTc  awaie* 

L'gmantt 
Who  hath  a  birdp,  a  fan  con,  or  t  honnde. 
That  folowetb  hym  for  lore  in  CTcty  place, 
He  chcriflieth  him  and  kepith  him  ful  found^ 
Out  of  his  fight  he  will  not  hym  enchace. 
And  I,  that  fct  my  wittis  in  this  cace 
On  yon  alone,  without  in  ;iny  chaungc. 
Am  put  undir,  moche  farthir  out  of  grace, 
And  leffc  fct  by,  then  othir  that  be  ftf aun^e^ 
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La  Dame, 
Though  I  make  chcrc  to  every  man  about 
For  my  worlhip.  and  fwr  myne  own  franchife, 
'Vo  you  1  11 'ill  doc  fo  withoutin  doubt, 
la  cichcwyng  all  manir  prejudife, 
yor  wotc  ye  well  Love  is  fo  little  wife, 
And  in  hilcvc  fo  lightly  will  be  brought, 
That  he  takith  all  at  his  owne  dcvife 
Of  thing  God  wote  that  fervith  him  of  nought. 

Vamamt 
It  I  by  lore  and  by  my  true  fehrifc 
Lcfe  the  godc  chtre  that  ftraungirs  hare  alwaie 
Whereof  (hall  ferre  my  trouthe  in  any  wife 
I^cffe  then  to  hhn  that  cometh  and  goeth  al  date, 
Whichc  holdeth  of  you  nothyng,  that  i^  no  nak  ? 
Alio  in  you  is  loft,  as  to'  my  femyng, 
Allcurtifie,  whiche  offcfon  willfaie 
That  Loveftr  love  were  lawful!  dcCryng. 

La  Dtme, 

Curtifie  is  alyid  wondhr  ncrc 
To  worfhip,  whiche  hym  lovith  fendirly, 
And  he  will  not  be  bonnde  for  no  praicre^ 
Nor  for  no  giftcs^  I  faie  you  verily,  -- 
But  his  godc  chcre  depait  full  largily 
Where,  hym  lykith,  as  his  conceipt  will  fall ; 
Guerdon  cnnftrained,  a  gift  doen  thankfully, 
Thefc  twain  can  ner  accord,  nor  nevir  fhal^ 

7  ^amoftt- 
Asforgnerdon,  I  fckc  none  in  thiscace, 
i"or  that  defcrie  to  me  it  is  to  hie, 
Wherfore  I  alkf  your  pardon  and  your  grace, 
Sith  me  bchovith  deth  or  your  mercic  ; 
To  give  the  gode  where  it  wantith  truly 
That  were  reibn  and  a  curtife  mancrc. 
And  to  your  own  mochc  bettir  were  worthy 
Then  to  flraungirs  to  ftiew  Ticm  lovely  cherc. 

La  Dame. 
^^^lat  cal  ye  godc  ?  fain  would  I  that  !  will  j 
That  plefith  one  an  othir  fmeitith  fore, 
But  of  Iiis  pwnc  to  large  is  he  that  lift 
Givc*moche  and  Icfjn  his  gode  name  thcrfofe  ; 
One  (hould  not  make  a  graunt,  little  ne  more, 
But  the  requeft  were  right  well  accordyng : 
If  worJ|hip  be  not  kept  and  fet  before 
411  that  is  lefte  is  but  a  little  thyng. 

Vawtattt. 
Into  this  worlde  was  foundin  ncvir  none, 
Kor  imdir  hevin  creature  ibore. 
Nor  nevir  fliall,  fave  onely  your  pcrfonc, 
To  whom  your  worflup  touchith  halfe  fo  fore 
But  me,  whiche  have  do  fefon  IciTe  ne  more 
Of  youth  ae  age  but  ftill  in  your  fervice ; 
I  have  no  eyen,  no  wit,  nor  mouthe,  in  ftore, 
But  fdl  be  givin  to  the  fame  ofllcc. 

Lm  Dame, 

A  ful  grete  charge  hath  he  withoutin  fallc 
That  his  worftiip  kcpith  in  fikirnelTe, 
But  ip  daungir  he  fettith  his  travail 
That  feffith  it  with  othiri  bufinelfd ; 
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To  hym  that  longith  honour  and  noblcfie 
Upon  none  othir  ftiould  not  be  awaite. 
For  of  his  owne  fo  moche  hath  he  the  leiTe 
That  of  othir  moche  foloweth  the  conceitc. 

L^amamt, 
Your  eyen  hath  fet  the  print  which  that  I  fck 
Within  my  herte,  that  where  fo  er  I  go 
If  I  doe  thyng  that  founith  unto  wele 
Nedesmuft  it  cum  from  you  and  fro  no  mv; 
Fortune  will  this,  that  I  for  wele  or  wo 
My  life  endure,  your  mercy  abidyng. 
And  vcrie  right  will  that  I  thinke  alio 
Of  your  worihip  above  all  othir  thyng. 

La  Dame. 

To  your  worihip  fe  well,  for  that  xs  ncdc. 
That  ye  fpen^  not  your  fcfon  all  in  vain ; 
As  touchyng  myne  1  rede  you  take  no  hede. 
By  your  foltie  to  put  your  felfe  in  pain ; 
To  (vircome  is  gode  and  to  reftrain 
An  herte  which  isdecevid  folliiie, 
Fcnr  Worfe  it  it  t§  breke  thm  ho%ee  certain  ; 
Btttir  to  Ufua  them  UfalifuiaiHly. 

L*amant. 

Now,  fairs  ladie !  thinke  fith  it  firft  began 
That  Love  hath  fet  mine  herte  undir  his  cure 
It  nevir  might,  ne  tnielie  I  ne  can. 
None  othir  ferve  while  I  ftiall  here  endure. 
In  moft  fre  wife  thereof  I  make  you  fare. 
Which  male  not  be  withdraw,  this  is  no  naic  j 
I  muft  abide  all  manir  advinture. 
For  I  ne  maie  put  to  nor  take  awaie. 

La  Damr, 

1  holde  it  for  no  giit  in  fothfaftne CTe 
1  hat  one  offirith  where  it  is  forfake. 
For  foche  a  giftc*  is  abandonyng  exprefle. 
That  with  worftiip  ayen  maie  not  be  tak^  ; 
He  hath  an  herte  full  fell  that  lift  to  make 
A  gift  lightlie  that  put  is  torefufe. 
But  he  is  wife  that  foche  conceipt  will  ilake. 
So  that  hym  nede  neithir  ftudie  ne  mufe. 

L  awutnt. 
He  ftiould  not  mufe  that  hath  his  fervice  fpeat 
On  her  whiche  is  a  ladie  honourable. 
And  if  I  fpende  my  time  to  that  entent 
Yet  at  the  left  I  am  not  rcprerrable 
Of  fain  id  harte,  to  thinke  I  am  unable. 
Or  I  miftoke  when  I  made  this  requeft. 
By  Tvhiche  Love  hath  of  enterprifc  notable 
So  many  hertis  gottin  by  conqueft. 

La  Dame, 

If  that  ye  lifte  doe  aftir  my  counfalle 
Seche  a  fairir  and  of  more  highir  fame, 
Whiche  in  fervice  of  love  will  you  prevailc, 
Aftir  your  thought,  accordyng  to  the  fame  ; 
He  hurtith  bothe  his  worftiip  and  his  name 
That  follily  for  twain  himfelfwil!l  trouble, 
And  he  alfo  leiith  his  aftir  game 
That  furely  can  not  fet  his  poin^it  double. 
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Tim  ^oor  couniaUc,  by  ought  tlut  I  cam  fe. 
Is  bettir  (aid  than  doeo,  to  myne  advife, 
Titoogh  L  bdeve  it  not  forgive  it  mc : 
Mine  h€rtc  is  fochc,  Co  whole  without  feintife, 
That  I  uc  maie  give  credence  in  no  wife 
To  thyeg  whichc  is  not  founyng  unto  truth  : 
Othir  counfaUe  I  fe*  is  but  fantafife 
Save  of  your  grace  to  ihewe  pitie  and  ruth. 

La  Dawu, 

1  hold^  hym  wife  that  workith  no  folie. 
And  when  hym  lift  can  leve  and  part  therfro. 
But  In  connyng  he  is  to  lerne  truelie 
That  would  himfclf  conduite  and  can  not  fo ; 
And  he  that  will  not  aftir  counfaile  doe 
His  fute  he  puttith  into  difperannce. 
And  all  the  gode  that  ihoold  yfall  hym  to 
Is  loft  and  dedde  dene  out  of  remembraunce. 

Tet  woU  I  fliewe  this  mattir  faithfuUic 
Whillis  I  live,  what  cvir  be  my  chaunce. 
And  if  it  hap  that  in  my  truthe  I  die 
Then  deth  Ihall  doc  to  mc  no  difplefaunce. 
But  when  that  I  by  your  hard  fufferaunce 
Shall  die  fo  true,  and  with  fo  grete  a  pain, 
Yet  ihall  it  doe  me  moche  the  leife  grevaunce 
Then  for  to  live  a  falft  lovir  certain. 

La  Dime. 
of  me  get  ye  right  noght,  this  is  no  fable, 
I  will  to  you  be  neichir  hard  nor  ftraitc. 
And  right  will  not  no  man  cuftomable 
To  thinke  ye  fliould  be  furc  of  my  conceite ; 
Wiff*tb'tthfor<nve  his  h  ih«  rueite ; 
Othir  counfaile  can  I  not  fele  nor  fc, 
Nor  for  to  Icme  I  caft  me  not  to*  awiite, 
Who  will  thereof  let  him  oifaie  for  me. 

L^amant, 
Ones  muft  it  be  a0aied,  that  is  no  naie, 
With  focbe  a^  be  of  reputacion, 
And  of  true  love  the  right  honour  to  paie 
Of  frc  hartis  gottin  by  due  raunfomc, 
For  frewil  holdith  this  opinion. 
That  it  is  grcte  dureife  ond  difcomforte 
To  kcpc  a  heitc  in  fo  ftraitc  a  prifon 
That  hath  but  one  bodie  for  his  difport^ 

La  Dam*, 
I  knowc  fo  many  cauGs  marvellous 
That  I  muft  ncdc  of  rcfoo  thinke  certain 
Soche  avinturc  is  wondir  perilous, 
And  ytt  well  more  the  coming  backc  again, 
Gode  or  worftiip  thereof  is  (cldome  fcne. 
Where  I  ne  will  make  any  foche  araie, 
A%  for  to  finde  a  pleiaunce  but  baraine 
When  it  fliall  coft  fo  dere  the  firft  aflaie. 

L*amaMt, 

Te  have  nocanfe  to  doubt  of  this  matter. 
Nor  you  to  meve  with  no  (bche  fantailfe, 
To  put  me  farre  all  out  at  a  ftrannger. 
For  yoor  godcoeilc  can  thinke  and  well  advile 
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That  I  have  made  aprife  in  every  wife. 
By  whiche  my  truthe  flieweth  opin  evidence ; 
My  long  abidyng  and  my  true  fervice 
Maie  well  be  knowen  by  plain  experience. 

La  Dame, 
Of  verie  right  he  maie  be  callid  true, 
And  fo  muft  he  be  take  in  every  place, 
That  can  difcerne  and  let  as  he  ne  knewe. 
And  kepe  the  gode  if  he  it  maie  purchafe; 
For  who  that  praieth  or  fwercth  in  any  cafe 
Right  well  ye  wote  in  that  no  troath  is  prcved  ; 
Soch  hath  there  ben  and  are  that  gcttin  grace, 
And  lefe  it  fone  when  thei  have  it  acheved. 

L*amaMi, 
If  tfnthe  me  caufe,  by  vertne  fov'rain. 
To  ftiewe  gode  love  and  alwaie  find  contrarie, 
And  cherilhe  the  whiche  fleeth  me  with  the  pain,  . 
This  is  to  me  a  lovely  adverfarie, 
When  that  Pitie,  whichc  long  on  flcpe  dothtarie, 
Hatn  fct  the  fine  of  all  my  hevineflc, 
Yet  her  comfort,  to  me  moftc  ncccffaric, 
Shall  fet  my  will  more  fure  in  ftablenefie. 

La  Dame, 

The  woful  wight  what  maie  he  think  or  fay. 
The  contrarie  of  all  joye  and  gladncffe, 
A  ficke  bodie,  his  thought  is  tcrrc  alwaie 
From  *hem  that  felin  no  fore  nor  fickeneife ;  ' 
Thus  hurtis  ben  of  divers  bufineife, 
Whiche  love  hath  putt  unto  grcte  hindiraunce, 
And  truthe  alfo  put  in  forgctfulnclTe, 
When  thei  full  fore  begin  to  ligh  aikaunce. 

L^amanf, 

Now  God  dcfcnde  but  he  be  harm^IelTe 
Of  all  worOi'p  or  gode  that  maie  befall 
That  to  wcrft  tournith  by  his  IcudrncfTe 
A  gift  of  grace  or  any  thyno^  at  all 
That  his  ladie  vouchfafb  upon  hym  call. 
Or  cheriih  hym  in  honourable  wife; 
In  that  defaute  what  er  he  be  that  fall 
Dcfervith  more  than  deth  to  fuffre  twife. 

la  Dame, 

There  is  no  judge  ifet  on  Ibche  trefpace. 
By  whiche  of  right  love  maie  recovered  be. 
One  curftth  faft,  an  othir  doth  manace. 
Yet  dyith  none,  as  farre  as  I  can  fe, 
But  kepe  ther  courfe  alwaie  in  one  degre. 
And  evirmore  ther  labour  doeth  encrcfc 
To  bryng  ladies,  by  ther  grete  fubtilte. 
For  othirs  gilte,  in  forowe  and  d|fefe. 

Vamant, 

All  be  it  fo  one  doeth  fo  grete  offence 
And  is  not  dedde  nor  put  to  no  juftice. 
Right  well  I  wote  hym  gainith  no  defence. 
But  he  muft  ende  in  full  mifchevous  wife. 
And  all  ever  faied  God  will  hym  difpile. 
For  falfhed  is  all  full  of  coriidneire, 
That  his  woHhip  may  ner  have  entirprife    ' 
Where  it  ipigntth  and  hath  the  wilftdqeife.    . 
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Upon  a  plain  to  abide  all  manir  fhowerBt 
1  can  no  more  but  aflce  of  *hem  focours. 
At  whofc  rtqueft  thou  Pfcr  made  in  this  wife, 
Commaundyng  me  with  body  and  ferrife. 

Right  thus  I  make  an  ende  of  this  proiTeSy 
Befcdbyng  hym  that  all  hath  in  balaunce 
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That  no  true  man  be  Tcxid  cauf^cfle 
As  this  man  w&s;  whicke  is  of  rdmembnaBcc] 
And  all  that  doen  thei  faithfuU  obfervaunce^ 
And  in  ther  trouth  purpofc  *hem  to  endure 
I  praie  God  foode  *iiem  bctUr  aTinturc* 
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THE   ASSEMBLE   OF   LADIES. 


A  gentlewoman  dreameth  thatjhefeeth  a  greats  number  of  Li  dies  put  up  their  biiles  of 
complaint  before  ajudge^  wbo  pr^mi/etb  to  reliev:  th:ir  grievances. 


In  September*,  it  the  faUtnge  of  the  Icfe, 

The  frelhc  fefon  was  ahogidir  done, 

Aod  of  the  corne  was  gathirid  the  ihcfe, 

In  a  gardine,  aboute  twayne  aftir  none, 

Ther  were  Ladies  walking,  as  was  ther  wone , 

Foure  in  nombre,  as  to  my  minde  doth  fall, 

And  I  tne  fifihe,  the  fimpllfl  of  'hchi  aL  \ 

Of  gcntilwomen  faire  there  were  alfo 
Difporting  *hem  evcriche  aftir  her  gifc, 
In  crofle  ^is  walking  by  two  and  two, 
And  fome  alone,  aftir  ther  fantafies ; 
Thus  occupied  we  v.*  ere  in  divcrfe  wife. 
And  yet  in  trouthe  we  were  nat  al  alone. 
There  werin  knightcs  and  fquirls  many  one. 

Whereof  I  ferved  ?  one  of 'hem  afkid  nte  t 
1  faid  ayexi,  as  it  fel  in  my  thought, 
To  walke  aboute  the  mafe  in  certainte. 
As  A  hedelefs  woman  that  nothing  rought* 
He  -aikid  me  ayen  whom  that  I  fought, 
And  of  my  colour  why  I  was  fo  pale  ? 
Forfotbe  (quod  I)  and  therby  lithe  a  tale. 

That  muft  me  wete,  (quod  he)  and  that  anone  ; 
Td  on,  let  fe,and  make  no  tarying, 
Abide,  (quod  1)  ye  ben  a  haftic  one  ( 
I  let  you  wete  it  is  no  Ijtyl  th>ng, 
But  for  bicaufc  ye  have  a  gretc  longrag         • 
In  your  defiie  this  proceffc  for  to  here 
1  ihal  you  tel  the  plaine  of  this  matcre. 
It  happid  thus'  that  in  an  aftimonc 
My  fclaufliip  and  I  bv  one  affcnt. 
Whan  al  othir  befineflis  were  done, 
To  palTe  our  time  into  this  mafe  we  w«nt, 
And  toke  our  waics  cche  aftir  our  entent, 
6ome  went-inward  and  went  they  had  gon  out, 
Sfizat  Hpnde  in  the  mid  and'lokcd  all  about« 


And,  (bcfa  to  (ay^  (bme  were  h\  lerre  bchiBde, 
And  right  anon  as  ferforthe  as  the  beib,. 
Othir  ther  were  fb  mafid  in  ther  rainde 
Al  waies  were  gode  for  *hem  both  eil  and  weft ; 
Thus  went  they  forth  and  hadbutdityl  reft. 
And  fome  ther  courage  dyd  'hem  fore  afittie*  '  . 
For  very  wrathe  they  dyd  ftep  o'er  the  raiie ;     i 

And  as  they  fought  *hem  felviit  to  and  fro, 
I  gate  my  felf  a  lityl  avaontage,    . 
A 1  forweried  1  might  no  fiirthir  go. 
Though  I  had  won.right  grcte  for  my  viage. 
So  came  I  forthe  into  a  ilraite  pafiage. 
Which  brought  me  to  an  herbir  faire  and  grene, 
Yni^de  with  benchis  fal  crafty  and  dene  ; 

That  as  me  thoughtin  there  might  nocrctnre 
Dcvifc  a  bette  by  dcwe  proporvioun, 
Safe  it  was  clofid  wel  I  yon  enfure,  « 
With  mafonrye  of  compace  enrirvsnii, 
Ful  fecrctly  with  ilairis  goyng  down  » 

In  myddcs  the  place  with  turning  whcle  certain. 
And  opon  that  a  pottc  of^margekine. 

With  margerettet  growinge  in  or«iinanitce 
To  fliewe  *hcm  felfe  as  £o)ke  went  to  and  feo. 
That  to  beholde  tt  wa«  a  grete  plefaonoe. 
And  how  they  were  accompainid  with  mo, 
Ne  momblifiieife  and  foncnefie  alfo. 
The  poure  penfis  were  not  diflogid  there, 
Ne,  God  wotc  ther  pbcc  was  evdry  where. 

The  flore  and  bench  was  panrtd  faire  a^dfinotfis 
With  Aonis'fqtiare  of  many  divers  hewe. 
So  wel  joynid  that  for  to  fay  the  ibth  -  J 

Al  femid  one,  that  no  one  othir  l^iewe, 
And  undimith  the  ftremis  newe  and  newe. 
As  filvir  bright,  fpringing  in  fodhe  a  wife. 
That  whence  it  came  ye  coudc  it  not  dcvifc. 
•      Ffijij 
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A  lltyl  while  yvn%  I  al  alone 
Beholding  wcl  this  dele<?lablc  place, 
My  felawlhip  were  coming  cvcrichone. 
So  mufte  we  nedis  abyde  for  a  fpacc, 
Rcmembiring  of  many  divers  cace 
Of  tymc  ypafiid  yore  with  fighis  depe, 
I  {«;}.  mc  dpwnc,  and  there  I  fcl  ailepe. 

And  as  I  flcpt  me  thought  there  came  to  me 
A  gentylwoman  mctcly  of  ftaturc, 
Of  ^ctc  wprfhip  Ihc  fcmid  for  to  be, 
Atyrid  wel.  not  high,  but  by  mcfure, 
Her  countinauncc  iull  fad  was  and  demure. 
Her  colours  blcwe  al  that  Ihc  had  upon  ; 
Theme  came  no  mo  but  f\':fk-\ti  alouc. 

Her  gowne  wcl  was  cmbraut^rid  certainly 
With  ftonis  fctte  aftir  her  ownc  dcvifc 
In  her  puifiiiis,  her  worde  by  and  by 
Mien  13"  l^alentent^  as  I  coude  dcvifc  ; 
Than  praidc  I  her  in  any  manir  wife 
iThat  of  her^amc  I  anight  have  rcmcaibraimcc ; 
she  faidlhc  was  callid  rerfeverauncc. 

So  furthirmoce  to  fprjtin  wae  I  boldo. 
Where  flic  dwcUid  I  prayed  her  for  to  fay  ? 
And  flie  againe  ful  curtifly  me  toldc, 
My  dwelling  is  and  hath  be  many*  a  day 
V^ith  a  lady.  What  lady  ?  I  you  pray. 
Of  grct  eftate,  thus  warne  I  you  (quod  flie.) 
y/lMl  cai  ye  her  }  Her  nmnd  is  Loyalte. 

In  what  o€Eco  ftoode  yc  or<  what  deg*e  I 
(Quod  I  to  her)  that  would!  wete  right  fainc. 
I  am,  (qU9d  ihe)  unwortliy  though  I  be, 
Of  her  chambre  iicr  ufliir  in  ccrtainc. 
This  roddc  1  bere  as  fiar>atokin  plaine, 
Lyke.a«  ye  knowe  the  culc  in  foche  fcrvice 
Apertalning  is  to  the  £ime  office. 

She  chargid  rac  by  her  commauadcmcnt 
To  warne  yotf  and  your  felaiyes  cTerichoae 
That  yf  fhuldc  come  there  a*  Ihe  is  prcftnt 
For  a  counfailc  whiche  fliail  be  nowc  anone. 
Or  fcvin  dayis  be  comin  and  gone; 
And  forthirmore,  flie  bad  that  I  ihuIUc  fay 
Sicwftf  there  might  be  cone  nor  delay, 

Anothir  tiring  was  not  (brgct  bthmde, 
Whicbc  in  no  wii'e  f  woldc  but  that  yc  knewe ; 
Rcmembre  wel  and  bcrc  it  in  your  mindc 
Al  your  fclawcs  and  ye  iriull  coiuc  iu  blewe 
Jlvirlychc,  your  matin  f <  r  to  fewc, 
With  morc^whiche  1  pray  you  to  thiake  «pon, 
Your  wordis  on  your  felvis  every chon. 

A»d  be  not  abaihcd  in  no  numir  wife. 
As  many  bcn,iD  foche  an  high  pi:efeiKe ; 
Make  your  requcft  as  yc  caii  beft  devii'c. 
And  {he  glidly  wol  ycvc  yi^i  audience  ; 
Thcr  w  no  grtfc  abr  ixo  maoic  offence 
Wiierinyc  l<rl<rthat  fDur  Wcrtc  is  difpifed 
.  But.whh  her  ht-lp  right  ibne  yce'  ihol  be  efed. 

I  am  /ight  gkd^qt^  1)  yc  tei  me  this. 
But  ther  is  Boa  of  a»>chat  knawccb  the  wai«. 
As  of  yoijr  waf:(qUMi  ihc)  ye  flial  not  nai:», 
Ye  fi^  hayi  ooe  to  gytk  yon  day  by  day 
Of  my  fclawea^'l  can  no:  htttir  fay, 
Sochp  puc  aj.jhaJ  tel  you  the  way  ful  right. 
And  Diil^jcnce  this  gentilwomau  hight, 
a* 


A  woman  of  rlgiit  famous  govimaunce. 
And  wel  chrrifntd,  I  :cl  you  in  ccrtainc. 
Her  fclaulhip  Ihal  do  you  grcte  plcfaunrc; 
Her  porte  is  foch,  Jicr  niaiiirs  :icwe  andpUinc, 
Slie  witli  glad  chcrc  wold  do  her  bcfy  paiiie 
To  bring  you  there.  Now  furtwcl ;  I  have  douc, 
Abyde,  laid  I,  yc  may  not  go  f*  fone, 

Why  fo  ?  (quod  Ihc)  and  1  have  fcrrc  to  go. 
To  ycvc  warning  in  iu.iny  divrr^  place 
To  your  fclawcs  and  fo  to  othir  nio. 
And  Well  yc  wotc  I  have  but  lytil  iyxce^ 
N»»w  yet,  (quod  I)  ye  muft  tclme  thi^tace. 
If  ye  fhal  any  men  unto  us  ca). 
Not  one  (quod  (he)  nuy  come  :|mongcs  yuu  alL 

Not  one,  than  f  faid  I :  cigh,  Den.tluitc  ! 
What  have  I  done  .^  I  pray  you  tel  mc  tltat. 
Nowe  by  my  lyfe  1  trowc  but  wel,  (quod  flic) 
But  cr  I  can  bylcve  there  is  fomwhat. 
And  for  to  fayc  you  trouthc  more  can  I  nat ; 
Iu  qucftions  I  ma/  notluqg  be  to  Urge ; 
I  medtUe  muft  no  furihlr  then  my  char^rc. 

l'h4D  thus,  (quod  1)  do  me  to  uo4irItai:de 
What  place  is  there  this  l.idy  is  dwelling  ? 
Forfothc  (quod  (he)  and  one  fon^ht  al  this  landc 
Fairir  is  none, though  it  were  foi  a  king, 
Dcvlfid  wel^  and  that  in  every  thing, 
rhc  tourishie  ful  plcfaunt  flial  yc  fiude. 
With  phanis  fn(h  turning  with  every  wynde; 

The  chambris  and  the  parlirs  ol  a  forte. 
With  bijy  windowcs  podely  as  may  be  tUqught j 
A>  for  daunfifig  and  othir  wife  difporte* 
The  galrries  be  all  right  wcli  y  wrought. 
That  wtl  I  wote  it  yv.  wcic  thydir  brought. 
And  take  gode  hc*dc  therof  in  every  wife, 
Yc  wol  it  thinkc  a  very  paradife. 

What  hight  tte  place  \  (quod  I)  now  fay  mr  that 
Plrfjunt  Kc'gtirdc,  (quod  (he)  to  t«U  you  plains 
Oi  very  troutJi,  (quod  I)  and  w^to  yc  what  I 
It  may  right  wd  be  cailid  U  ccrtainc  : 
But  furthirnuirc  this  wokl  I  wit  right  bx\u^ 
What  I  ihulde  do  as  fonc  as  J  come  there, 
\^l  aftir  whom  that  I  may  heft  enquece  I 

A  gcntilwoman  ponir  qf  the  yate 
There  fiiai  yc  tiiidc,  her  name  is  Couattiiauncc,  • 
If  yc  lb  hap  ye  come  crly  or  late 
Of  her  \Yer  godc  to  have  fomeacquaintauuc^ 
She  can  you  tel  howc  yc  fhal  you  avaunce, 
And  howc  to  come  to  her  lidyc's  prefcnce  ; 
'i  o  her  wordifi  1  rede  yc  gevc  ctoikncc. 

Now  it  ifc  time  that  1  fliuldc  Jartt  you  fro. 
For  in  ^^wlc  fakhe  1  have  grcte  bufiiicifc. 
1  wote  right  v»'cl  (qupd  I;  that  it  i^fo. 
And  I  thapkc  you  of  yourgretcgentiiOefTc, 
Your  comfortc  hath  yevin  mo  hardiueik-, 
Thut  nowc  I  fhal  be  bolde  without!^  failc 
To  do*  aftir  your  advi(:c  and  gode  countAilc. 

Thu«>  part  id  Ihe,  and  { lef^c all  alone  ; 
With  that  I  f^wc  <^a*  I  heheldc  alidc) 
A  wo(nao  eorae,  n  verie  go^lely  ouc, 
And  forth  withal  as  I  had  bur  afpidie 
I^e  thought  aoouc  it  ihouldc  be  tlic^ide. 
An 4  (if  hpr  name  anonc  I  did  enqucrc  ; 
Ful  womanly  Ihe  yavc  me  tl^s  ;ujfvvcre  ; 
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I  am  (quod  (he)  but  a  Simple  treturc, 
Scm  from  the  courte,  ray  n^ae  16  Diligence ; 
As  fonc  as  I  myght  coraei  I  you  CDfurey 
I  taried  not  aftir  I  had  licence  : 
And  nowc  that  I  am  come  to  your  prcfcncc, 
l.oke,  what  fervtcc  1  can  you  do  or  may 
C^mtnaundith  me;  I  can  no  furthir  fay, 

1  thankid  her,  and  prayed  her  to  come  nerc, 
Bycaofc  I  woulde  fe  how  ihc  was  araide ; 
Her  gown  was  blew,  drcflid  in  godc  manerc. 
With  her  dcviTc,  her  wordc  alfo,  that  faide.. 
Taii  qufjefmhy  and  I  was  wcl  apaide ; 
And  than  wift  I,withoutIn  any  more. 
It  was  ful  trewe  that  I  had  berde  before. 

Though  we  ioke  nowe  before  a  litil  fpace 
It  were  ivX  godc  (quod  fhe)  as  I  coude  geJETe. 
Howe  fam;  (quod  I)  have  we  unto  the  pl^ce  ? 
A  daye's  journey,  (quod  Ihe)  but  licil  Ici^c ; 
Whcrf  are  1  rede  that  now  we  outwardc  drefls 
For  I  fuppofe  our  Cekwfhip  is  paft, 
And  for  nothingc  1  wolde  not  we  were  the*  laft. 
Then  departid  we'  at  fpringing  of  the  daye. 
And  fortbe  we  wetrtc  a  fofte  and  cfypace, 
Til  at  the  laft  we  were  oa  our  journey 
So  far  cutwarde  that  we  might  fc  the  place  ; 
Nowe  let  us  reft  (quod  I)  a  litil  fpace, 
And  fay  we  as  devoutly  as  wc  can 
A  Pater  n^tr  for  Saint  Julian. 

With  all  my  hcrtc ;  1  aflcnt  with  gode  wil ; 
Moch  betdr  flial  we  fpede  whan  we  have  done. 
TJban  taried  we  and  faid  it  every  dyl ; 
And  wh;u:i  the  day  was  paft  farrc  aftir  none 
We  fawe  aplace,  and  thidir  came  wc  fonc, 
Whiche  rounde  aboute  was  clofid  with  a  wal^ 
Semlnge  to  me  full  like  an  hofpitalL 

There  found  I  one  had  brought  4II  min  aray, 
(.\  genttl  woman  of  mine  acquaintaunce) 
1  havemervaile  (quod  I)  what  manir  way 
Vc  hadknowlegeof.al  thisordinauncc. 
Yes,  ye%  (quod  Ihe)  I  herdc  Perfevcraunce 
I  lowe  ihe  wamid  her  fekwes  cverichone, 
And  what  aray  ye  ftiouldin  have  upon. 

Nowc  for  my  love  (quod  I)  this  I  you  praye, 
^Ith  ye  h»ve  take  upon  you  all  the^ainc. 
That  ye  wolde  hcipe  rac  on  with  mine  arayc. 
For  wil  yc  wcl  I  wolde  be  gone  right  fainc. 
AJ  this  prayir  us  nedith  not  certainc, 
(Quod  ftie  againe ;)  come  of,  and  bye  you  fone^ 
And  ye  ftial  fe  anone  it  ihallbe  done. 

But  this  1  doute  me  gretly,  wote  ye  what  \ 
That  my  felawet  be  paffid  by  and  gone. 
]  vfaro^  you  (quod  (he)  that  are  they  nat, 
For  here  they  ftiall  alfemble  everichoiie, 
Notwkhibmdinge  I  counfaile  you  aoonc 
Make  you  redy,  and  tary  you  no  more, 
It  i»  no  harme  though  ye  be  there  befoxe. 

So  than  I  dre(rid  me  in  mine  arayc, 
And  a(ked  her  whethir  it  were  wel  or  no  ? 
It  i»  right  well  (quod  Ihe)  unto  my  pay, 
Yc  ncdc  not  care  to  what  place  cr  yc  go : 
And  whilics  that  ihc  and  I  dcbatid  fo 
Cam(  Oiljgeoce  and  Ikwe  mc  al  in  blewc ; 
^iS^i  (qM^d  ihe)  right  wcl  broke  ye  your  ncwc ! 


Dijcreaon  Furvnwr, 

Than  wente  we  forth  and  met  an  ^vintnre 
A  yonge  woman,  aa  ofiicir  fcmingc ;  v 
What  is  your  flame  ?  (quod  1)  tell,  gode  cretura« 
Dlfcrecion,  (quod  £he)  without  lellnge. 
And  where  (quod  1)  is  your  moft  abidinge? 
I  hare  (quod  (be)  this  office  of  purchace, 
Chefc  Purvey  our  that  longjith  to  this  place. 
Acquayntawue  Herbyger, 

Fair  love !  (quod  I)  in  all  your  ordinaunce 
What  is  her  name  that  is  the  herWgere  ? 
Forfothc  (quod  (he)  her  name  is  Acquaintaunce^- 
A  woman  of  right  gracious  manere. 
Then  thus,  (quod  I)  what  ftraungiru  have  yc  here-? 
But  fcwc  (qnod  (he)  of  high  dcgre  ne  lowe. 
Ye  be  the  firlt,  as  ferforth  as  I  knowe. 
Count'maance  Porter, 

Thus  with  talis  we  came  ftreight  to  the  yate. 
This  yonge  woman  departid  was  and  gone. 
Came  Diligence,  and  knockid  faft  thereat. 
Who  ib  without  ?  (quod  Countinauncc  anotic) 
Truly,  (quod  1)  fayre  fiftir,  here  is  one. 
Which  one  ?  (quod  ihe)  and  therewithal  (he  lough* 
I  Diligence ;  ye  knowe  me  wel  ynoughc. 

Than  opened  (he  the  gate,  and  in  we  go; 
With  wordi%  faire  (he  (aide  full  gentilly. 
Ye  are  welcome  ywis;  are  ye  no  mo  ? 
Nat  one  (quod  (he)  fave  this  woman  and  U 
Now  than  (quod  (he)  I  pray  you  hcrtily 
Takith  my  chaumbre  for  a  while  to  reft 
Til  your  fclawis  come ;  I  holde  it  beft. 

I  thanked  her,  ^indfortli  we  go  cverichone 
Til  her  chambrc  withoutin  wordis  mo. 
Came  Diligence  and  toke  her  leve  anone- 
Wherc  er  ye  lyft  (quod  I)  nowe  may  ye  go, 
And  I  thanke  you  right  hcrtily  alfo 
Of  your  labour,  for  whiche  God  do  you  mode; 
fcan  no  more,  but  Jcfu  be  your  fpede! 
.  Than  Countioaunce  thus  alkid  me  anone. 
Your  felauihip  where  be  they  all  ?  (quod  ihe.) 
Forfothe  (quod  I)  they*  are  cominge  everichoncg. 
But  where  they  are  I  knowe  no  certdinte. 
Without  I  may  'hem  at  his  windowe  fe ; 
Here  wil  I  ftandc  a  waitingc  here  amonge. 
For  wel  I  wote  they  wil  not  hence  be  longc- 

Thus  as  I  ftodc  muling  ful  bulily, 
T  thought  to  take  godc  hcde  of  her  aray; 
Her  gownc  was  blewe,  this  wote  I  verily. 
Of  gode  facyon,  and  furrid  wcl  with  gray. 
Upon  her  flcvc  her  worde,  this  h  no  nay, 
Whiche  faid  thus,  a$  my  penns  can  enditc, 
A  mcy,  quivoy,  writin  with  lettirs  white. 

Then  forth  withal  ihe  came  ftreight  imto  me. 
Your  wordcs  (quod  ihc)  fain  wold  I  that  I  knewo. 
Forfothe  (quod  I)  yc  (hal  wcl  knowe  and  fe. 
And  for  my  worde  I  haveiione,  this  is  trew; 
It  is  ynough  that  my  clothing  be  blewe, 
As  here  before  1  had  comma undcmcnt, 
And  fo  to  do  I  am  right  well  content. 
'Larg(ffe  SteivartU. 

But  tell  mc  this  I  pray  you  hcrtilye, 
The  ftcward  here,  fay  me  what  is  her  name  ? 
She  hight  X^argcfTc,  1  fay  you  furily, 
A  faire  lady,  and  of  right  noble  fame, 
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Whan  yc  her  fc  yc  wil  rcportc  the  fiune, 
And  undir  her  to  byd  you  welcome  al 
There  is  Bclchicr,  marlhal  of  the  haL 

Now  al  this  while  that  yc  here  X^  ftill 
•Your  own  matirs  yc  may  wel  have  in  mind ; 
But  tel  me  this,  have  yc  brought  any  bill  i 
Yc,  ye,  (quod  I)  and  els  I  wcrebchinde; 
Whcfc  is  there  one,  tel  me,  that  I  may  finde 
To  whom  that  I  jxizj  fliewe  my  matirs  plaine  ? 
Surely  (quod  flic)  unto  the  chambirlainc 
Remembraunce  CbamB'irtalne, 

The  chambt  lainc,  (quod  I)  and  fay  ye  trcwe  ? 
Yc,  verily,  .(faid  Ihe  ;)  by  mync  advife 
Ben  nat  aferdc ;  unt'o  her  lowlyc  fcwc. 
•Itfhal  be  done  (quod  f)  as  ye  dcvyfc. 
But  I  muft  knowe  her  name  in  any  wife, 
Trcwly  quod  fhe)  to  ihewc  you  in  fubftaunce, 
Wichoufcn  fain)  ng,  her  name  is  Remcmbraunce. 

The  fccretarye  may  not  be  forget. 
For  (he  dothe  right  moche  in  every  thinge, 
Wherforc  I  rede  when  yc  have  with  her  mete 
Your  matere  whole  tel  her  without  faininge ; 
Yc  fl>al  her  fyndc  fill  godc  and  ful  lovinge. 
TTcl  mp  her  name  (quod  I),  of  gentilnenc. 
$y  my  godc  fothe  (quod  fhe)  Avifihicfle. 

That  name  (ijuod  1)  for  her  is  pacing  godc. 
For  every  byl  and  fchcdule  flic  muft  fc. 
Nowegode,  (quod  I)  come  ftandc  there  as  I  ft  ode. 
My  fclawcs  be  comingc  j  yondir  they  be. 
Is  it  in  jape,  or  fay  ye  fothc  ?  (quod  flic) 
In  jape !  nay,  nay,  I  fay  you  for  ccrtaync ; 
Sc  how  thei  come  togithir  twain  and  twaine. 

Yc  fay  ful  fothc,  (quod  flic)  that  is  no  nay, 
I  fc  coming  a  grtdejy  company. 
They  ben  foch  folkc,  (quod  I)  dare  I  to  fay^ 
That  lyft  to  love,  thinkith  it  verily, 
And  for  my  love  I  pray  you  faythftilly 
At  any  tymc  whan  they  upon  you  call 
That  ye  woU  be  godc  frcpde  unto  *hem  aH. 

Of  ^ny  frendftiip  (quod  flie)  they  flial  not  miffc. 
And  for  their  cfc  to  put  therto  my  painc. 
God  yclde  it  you!  (quod  I)  but  take  you  this, 
Howe  flial  we  know  who  is  the  chambirlayne  ? 
That  ftial  yc  wrl  know  by' her  word  ccrtainc. 
What  is  her  worde,  fyftir?  !  pray  you  fay. 
Plus  nefrurroye^  thus  writith  flic  alwaye. 

Thus  as  wcftolc  togydir  flic  aiid  I, 
Even  at  the  yate  my  fclawcs  were  cchone. 
So  met  I  *hem  (as  me  thought  wasgodcly) 
And  bade  *hcm  welcome  al  by  one  and  one ; 
Then  came  forth  Countinauncc  to  us  anone, 
Ful  hcrtily,  Fair  fiftirs  al,  (quod  flic) 
Yc  be  right  welcome  into  this  countrc. 

I  counfayle  you  to  take  a  litil  reft 
In  my  chanibrc,  if  it  be  your  pkfauncc ; 
Whan  ye  be  there  me  thinke  it  for  the  bcft 
That  I  go  in  and  cal  Pcrfevcraunce, 
Bycaufe  flie  is  one  of  your  acquaintaunce. 
And  flic  alfo  wil  tel  you  every  thingc 
Howe  yc  flial  be  rulir  of  your  comingc. 

My  fclawcs  al  and  1,  by  one  advife. 
Were  wel  agreed  to  do  lyke  as  flic  faydc ; 
Than  wc  began  to  drcffc  us  in  our  gife, 
That  folke  fhoulde  fay  we  were  not  unpurvcidc, 
And  godc  wagiis  among  us  there  we  laide 


Which  of  us  was  atirid  mofte  godcleft. 
And  of  us  al  whiche  fliulde  be  prailid  beft. 

l*he  portir  came  and  brought  Pcrfererainice, 
She  wclcomid  as  in  curtcis  niancrc ; 
Thinke  not  long  (quod  flic)  of  your  attendance, 
I  wil  go  fpcke  onto  the  hcrbigere. 
That  flic  may  purvey  for  yonr  lodging  here. 
Than  wil  I  go  unto  the  chambirlaine 
To  fpcke  for  you,  and  come  anone  againe. 

And  whan  that  flie  departid  was  and  gone. 
We  fawc  folkis  coming  without  the  wal. 
So  grct  pcplc,  that  nombre  coude  we  none. 
Ladies  they  were,  and  gcntil  women  al, 
Clothid  in  blcwc,  echone  her  worde  withal. 
But  for  to  knowe  her  worde  or  her  devife 
They  came  fo  thicke  I  nc  might  in  no  wiie. 

With  that  anone  came  in  Pcrfevcramicc, 
And  where  I  ftode  flic  came  ftreight  onto  me  ; 
Ye  ben  (quod  flie)  of  min  olde  acquamtaunce. 
Yon  to  enquere  the  boldir  wolde  I  be 
What  worde  they  here  cche  aftir  her  degrc ; 
I  you  pray  tel  it  me  in  fecret  wife, 
And  I  fliall  kepe  it  clofc  on  warrantife. 

Wc  ben  five  ladies  (quod  I)  al  in  fere. 
And  gcntil  women  four  in  company, 
Wh6n  they  begin  to  opin  ther  matere 
I'han  flial  ye  knowe  ther  wordis  by  and  by; 
But  as  for  mc  I  have  none  verily. 
And  fo  I  toldc  Countinauncc  here  before  ; 
Al  min  aray  it  blcwc,  what  Dcdith  more  f 

Nowe  then  (quod  Ihe)  I  wol  go  backc  againe 
That  yc  may  have  knowlcge  what  ye  (hold  do. 
In  foth  (quod  I)  if  yc  woldc  take  the  pame, 
Yc  dyd  right  moche  for  us  if  yc  dyd  fo. 
The  rathir  fpcde  the  fonir  may  wc  go  ; 
Crete  coftc  alway  there  is  in  taryingc, 
And  longe  to  fcwc  it  is  a  wery  thinge. 

Then  partid  flie  and  came  againe  anone ; 
Yc  muft  (quod  flic)  come  to  the  chambirlaine* 
Wc  be  nowcfcdy  (quod  I)  cverychonc 
To  folawc  you  whan  cr  ye  lift  ccrtainc  ; 
Wc  have  none  eloquence,  to  tel  you  plaiiie, 
Befccfiing  you  wc  may  be  fo  cxcufed 
Our  trewe  meaning  that  it  be  not  refnfi^. 

Then  went  we  u>rth  aftir  Pcrfevcraunce  ; 
To  fc  the  precs  it  was  a  wondir  cacc. 
There  for  to  paffe  it  was  a  gretc  corabratmce. 
The  peple  ftode  fo  thicke  in  every  place  : 
Nowe  ftandc  yc  ftil  (quod  flic)  a  litil  fpace. 
And  for  your  cfc  fomwhat  I  flial  alfay 
Yf  I  can  make  you  any  bettir  way. 

And  forth  flic  gothe  ai^ong  ^hem  everychoo. 
Making  a  way  that  we  might  thorough  paffs 
Mure  at  our  cfc,  and  whan  flic  had  (b  dooe 
She  beckcnde  us  to  come  where  as  flie  vras. 
So  aftir  her  we  folowcd  more  and  las ; 
She  brought  us  ftreight  unto  the  chambirlayne. 
There  Icfto  flie  us,  and  than  flic  went  againe. 

We  falued  her,  as  rcfon  woulde  it  fo, 
Ful  humble  befcching  her  grct  godencfie 
In  our  mauirs  that  we  had  for  to  do 
That  flic  woldc  be  gode  lady  and  matftrefie, 
Yc  be  welcome,  (quod  flic)  in  fothfaftene0c, 
And  fe,  what  I  can  do  you  for  to  plefe 
I  am  redy,  that  may  be  to  your  eie. 
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Wc  folowcd  her  unto  the  dhambir  dore ; 

SiHirs,  (qootl  flie)  come  ye  in  afttr  mc : 

But  wctc  ft  wel  there  wat  a  pavidflare  ■ 

The  godlyift  that  any-  wight  might  fe  ; 

And  furthirmore  about  than  loksd  we 

On  cche  cornir  and  apoo  evtry  iwal, 

Whiche  was  yxnadc  of  btirel  and  eryiUL 
Wherein, was  graven  of  ftories  Bunf  one 

Firfte  how-Phyllis,  of  womanly  pite, 

Dyed  piteonlly  for  love  of  Demophoae, 

Next  aftipwsithe  ftory  of  Thiibe, 

Howe  that  Ihe  Hewe  her  iclfe  undir  a  ere ; 

Yet  fawe  I  more,  howe  in  right  pttoM  eaoa 

For  Antony  was  flaine  Cteopatras ; 

Upon  the  othir  fide  was  Hawea^the  flaeoc. 

Fill  Mtrewfy  dir««vid  in  her  bsdut  | 

There  w«s  alfb  Annelida  the  Qveoey 

Upon  Arcite  howe  for&  (he  did  camplaincl 

Al  thefe  ftories  w«re  gravid  there  certaine. 

And  mtoymo  than  1  reherie  yoa  here ; 

It  were  to  longfc  to  tel'you  al  in  fiexe. 

.  And  bicadfe  thftt  the  wallis  Aone  To  bright 

With  fine  tiktfle  they  wcreal  orh-  fprad. 

To  the  entent  Mke  ihulde  not  hmrtc  iber  fight, 

Aod  tliordogh  it  the  ftories  might  be  radde  ; 

Than  fiitthtrflBOre  I  "went  aa  1  was  lad. 

And  theve  I  lawe  withootin  aayfaiie 

A  chairc  yfct  with  ful  riche  aparaite ; 

And^veftaeis  itw«s  f^:t  fro  the  grounde. 

Of  caffidonyM  curioaily  wrought, 

'With  fowrc  pomeUes  of  goldc,  and  very  romide, 

Set  with  faphirs  as  godc  ascoude  be  tbonght. 

That  wot  ye  what?  if  it  wer  thorough  fought 

As  I  fuppMb  fVo  thb  coimtie  to  tn£ 

Anothir  foche  it  were  right  harde  to  finde  : 
For  wctc  ye  wil  I  was  right  nereto  that. 

So  as  I  dui^,  beholding  by  ami  by, 
Above  there  was  a  richc  clothe  of  eftate 

Ywrought  with  the  nedid  ful  ftrauog:ly, 

Her  wwtde  thereon,  and  thus  it  iaid  tnwly, 
£m  Din  ejl,  to  tcl  you  in  wordis  fewe, 
Wkh  grete  lettirs,  the  hettir  I  'hobknewe. 

Thus  as  we  HoAe  a  dore  evened  anone, 
A  gentitwMnan  femely  of  ftature, 
Beiine  a  mate,  eume  out  her  lelfe  abne, 
Sothety  mtf  thought  her  a  godcly  creture ; 
She  X)pkke  nothinge  to  lo^de,  I  you  enfnre. 
Nor  haftily,but  with  godely  warBiage 
Make  rome,  (quod  ike)  my  lady  is  cominge. 

With  that  auone  I  fawe  Perfeveraunce 
Howe  (he  hctde  up  the  tapet  inherhande, 
I  iawc  alfo'in  godaly  ordinaunce 
This  grct  lady  within  the  tapet  ftande, 
Coxnyng  outwarde  I  wol  ye  uodirftaode, 
And  aftir  her  a  noble  company, 
I  coude  ftot  :t«l  the  nombre  fikirly. 

Of  ther  uamis  I  wolde  nothing  enquere, 
Furthir  than  foche  as  we  woMe  fewe  unto, 
Save  a  lady  whiche  was  the  chaunccUere, 
Attemperaunce,  ibtbely  her  name  was  fo. 
For  na  nedith  with  her  have  moche  to  do 
In  axsr  mattirs,  and  alway  more  and  m<x'e; 
And  f*fenhe  tP  tcl^ayou  furt|tiraMre 
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Of  this  My,  her  beaute  to  dtTcrW* 
My  Gonninge  is  to  limpie  verily. 
For  nevir  yet  the  da^yis  of  my  liwe  r 

So  inly  faire  1  have  feaeAonettrewly, 
In  her  eflate  afluiid  uttirly ; 
There -wancid  nought,  I  dpre  ^kni  -wall  afiiure«    * 
That  loMgid  t#  a  moil  god«ly  cretuf Ck 

And  furthtrmore,  to  fpqk^  of  ber  arafe^    - 
I  (hal  telyou  the  manir  of  .her  go  woe  • 
Of  clothe  of  gokie  ful  ri€he,!it  i&  no  nay. 
The  colour  blewc,  of  right  godely  facyoun,       . 
In  taberde  wife,  the  flevcs  lunguig<adowii. 
And  whatpurfil  th^re  was,  aad  in  what  wife. 
So  as  I  can  I  Ihal  it  you  devile  : 

Aftir  a  l^rte  the  coUir  aad  the  vqnte, 
Lyke  as arminf:  is snMe  in.pucfi|i;)ge, 
With  grete  pef  lis  ful  fine  aad.orieot, 
I'hey  were  couchid  all  aftir  one  worchiog. 
With  diamondea  in  (kede  of  powdiring. 
The  flevis  and  the  piirfiU  of  a  fiie» 
They  werio  nude  ^ike  In  every  wiie, 

Abottte«her  oecke  a  forte  of  iajre  r^hyes. 
In  whitfe  floyris  of  right  fiae  eoanaik, 
Uponhcf  hf  d  iet  in  the  faireil  wi^ 
A  circle  of  ^etehalais  of  entaile. 
That  in  cmcft,  to^eke  witboutin  f^ilc. 
For  yonge  and  olde  and  every  manir  age 
It  was  a  worldc-to  Inkcnon  her  vi£ige. 

Thus  oomiiig  forth  to  jit  in  her  eilate, 
In  her  pre£cace.we  kaeleddoiKm  cvefychane, 
Prefenting  ou«  byUis;  and  wofie,ye  what  i 
Ful  humbly  ihe  te^e  *hem  by  ««eaAd  one  : 
Whan  we  had  done  than  came  thcf  al  ^none 
And  did  the  (anie  eche  aftir  her  mancre, 
Kneliflg  at  ones  and  rifing  al  in  fere. 

Whan  this  was  dan,  and  (he  fet  in  her  pUce» 
The  chambirlatne  (be  did  unto  her.c^ 
Asd  (he  godely  coming  to  her  apace. 
Of  her  cntent-lcQOwing  aotlxingiat  al, 
Voyde  badie  ^e  preOe  (quod  &e)  up  to  thowttt. 
Make  l;^^e  ronie,  .but  loke  that  ye  do  not  tary. 
And  takcthefevbyllss  to  the  £ecr«tary. 

This  chambirlatne  did  her  commaund^meatf 
And  came  againe  as^ihe  was  byd  to  do. 
The  fecretary  there  beyng  prcfent 
The  bylUs  were  delivered  her  nlfo. 
Not  oneiy  ours  but  many  othin  mo, 
Than  the  lady  with  gode  adnfo  againe 
Anone  with  al  callid  her  chambiiiaine. 

We  wol  (quod  ihe)  the  firft  thing  ii»%  yo  dm 
The  fecretary  ye  make  come  anone 
With,  ther- bihs,  and  thus  we  wilalfo 
In  our  prcfjeoceihe  «ede  *hem  everychon. 
That  we  may  tikin  gode  ftdvife  theron 
Of  the  ladies  that  ben  of  our  couniaile  ; 
Lokethis  be  dose  witboutin  any  faile. 

Whan  the  chambirlaine  wide  of  her  intent 
Anone  ihe  did  the  fecretarye  cadi ; 
I^et  your,  billis  (quod  ihe)  he  here  preieat. 
My  lady'  it  wil.  Madame  (quod  ihe)  I  find. 
And  in  prefeoce  ihe  wil  that  ye  *htm  calL 
With  right  gode  wil  I  am  redy  (quod  ihe) 
At  h(f  plefurfywhaaihe  cBOuaauiidith'mc* 


*A$0 


THE  ASSEMBLB  OF  LADIES. 


And  apoh  tliat  was  made  an  ordinaonce 
They  that  came  firft  ther  byllis  (hulde  be  red» 
Fal  gentiUy  than  faid  Perfcvcrauncc, 
Refon  it  wtl  that  they  were  fonift  fpedde  ; 
Anonc  withal,  upon  a  tapet  fprcdde. 
The  fecretarye  byde  'hem  downe  echone ; 
Our  byllis  iirft  (he  redde  tho  one  by  one. 

The  firft  lady  bering  in  hcf  devife 
Sanj  quejomays,  thus  wrote  (he  ob  her  byl. 
Complaining  fore,  and  in  ful  pitout  wife, 
Of  promiiTe  made  with  faithful  hert  and  wyll. 
And  fo  brokin  ayenft  al  manir  Hcil, 
"Without  dcferte  alwaies  on  her  partie» 
In  this  matir  defiring  remedyc. 

Her  noct  fofowing  her  word  was  in  this  wife, 
Umfant  ebaMgtr,  and  tltus  ihe  did  compiaine. 
Though  (he  had  be  guerdoned  for  her  fervice 
Yet  nothing  like  as  ihe  that  toke  the  paine, 
Wherfore  (he  coude  in  no  wife  her  rtftvainc, 
3ut  in  this  cafe  fewe  until  her  preftnce. 
As  refon  woldc,  to  havln  recompence. 

S9  furthlrmore,  to  fpeke  of  othir  twainc. 
One  of  *hem  wrote  aftir  her  fantafy 
Cnqua  puU  levety  and  f«r  to  tel  you  plakie. 
Her  complaint  was  ful  pitous  verily, 
For,  as  ike  iaid,  there  was  grete  refon  why  z 
As  I  can  remembre  in  this  matere 
1  ihal  you  tell  the^prooefle  al  in  fere. 

Her  byl  was  made  complaining  in  kergifi?. 
That  of  her  joye,  her  comforte,  and  gladneiTc, 
Was  no  furetie,  for  in  no  manir  wife 
€he  faid  therin  no  pvint  of  ftablenoife ; 
Now  yl,  now  wcle,  out  of  al  fikirneire, 
Ful  humbly  defiring -of  her  high  grace 
Sone  to  ihewe  her  (.emedy  in  this  cafe.         ' 
•  Her  felawe  made  her  bit,  and  thus  ike  faid^ 
In  plaining  wife.  There  as  ike  lovid  bei^, 
Whethir  that  (he  were  wrothe  or  weie  apaidc, 
She  might  not  fe  whan  that  (he  wole  faineft. 
And  fulle  wrothe  ihe  was  in  very  emeil ; 
To  tel  her  wordc,  as  ferforth  ae  1  wotc, 
Smtierement  v^iv,  right  thus  ihc  wrote, 

.  And  upon  that  ihe  made  a  grete  requeft 
With  heit  and  wil,  and  al  dtat  mig4it  be  done. 
As  until  hex  that  might  redreffe  it  bcft, 
For  in  her  mindc  there  might  ihe  finde  it  fMie 
The  remedy  of  that  whicbc  was  ker  bone, 
Keherfmg  that  that  ftie  had  iaidc  before, 
Befechinge  her  it  might  be  fo  no  more. 
•   And  in  like  wife  as  they  had  done  before 
The  gentylwomen  of  our  company 
Put  ther  byllis;  and  for  to  tell  you  more, 
One  of  *hem  wrot*  Ceffam  dire  verily, 
And  her  matere  wholy  to  fpccify 
Within  ker  byl  Ihe  put  it  in  writinge, 
And  what  it  faid  ye  ihall  yhave  knowinge. 

It  faid,  God  wote,  and  that  ful  pit6uily, 
l.yke  as  ihe  was  diijpofid  in  her  herte. 
No  misfortuoe  that  ike  tokc  grevoufly, 
Al  ^e  to  her  was  the  joy  and  the  fmcrte, 
Sometime  no  thanke  for  al  her  godc  dcfcrtc, 
Othir  comforte  ihe  wantid  none  coming. 
And  fo  uiid  it  grevid  her  nothing ; 


Deilring  her  and  lowly  befechifig, 
That  ihc  wolde  for  her  iikt  a  bettir  way» 
As  ihe  that  had  yben  her  daies  ly  ving 
Stedfiil  and  trewe,  and  wil  be  fo  alway : 
Of  her  felawe  fomwhat  1  ihal  yo«  fay, 
Whofe  byl  was  rod  tke  nextd  forthe  whhal. 
And  what  it  ment  reheriin  you  I  IhaL 

E»  Dhtf  tfi  flie  wrote  in  her  deWle, 
And  thus  ihe  feid  witkoatin  any  fask. 
Her  trouthe  ne  might  be  takin  in  do  wife, 
I  jke  as  ihe  thought,  wkcHor  ike  had  mervaik. 
For  trouth  fomtyme  was  wont  10  take  avaik 
In  e^ffory  mattere,!)!!!  al  that'  is  ago. 
The  more  pyte  that  it  »  fu&id  fo.  [plAOi, 

Mocke  more  there  was,  wherof  flie  flmld  coin- 
But  ihe  thought  it  to  gret  an  encombraoace 
So  moche  to  write,  acid  therforc  in  certain 
In  God  aind  her  ike  put  all  her  affiaunce. 
As  in  her  worde  is  made  a  remembrasnce, 
Dcfechingher  that  (he  wolde  in  ikis  cace 
Shewe  unto  ker  the  iairoor  of  ker  .grace. 

The  thifde  ihe  wrote  reberfing  her  grcvsiuiccv 
Ye,  wote  ye  what  a  pitous  thing  to  ker-e  \ 
Ear  as  me  thought  ike  felt  grete  difplelaunce. 
One  might  ryght  wel  perceve  it  by  her  chcre  \ 
And  no  v^ondlr,  it  (ate  her  paifyng  nerc^ 
Yet  lothe  ihe  was  to  pat  it  in  writinge. 
But  Nede  vtot  hamimsmrfe  in  mtry  thuige. 

Styes  affurty  this  was  her  wocd  certain* 
And  thus  (he  wrote  within  a  Utii  fpacc; 
There  ihe  iovid  her  labor  was  in  vaine. 
For  he  was  fet  al  in  anothir  place, 
Ful  humilly  defiring  in  that  cace 
Some  gode  conforte  her  forowe  to  appeie. 
That  foe  might  livin  more  at  hert'is  ofe, 

Thf  fourth  furdy  mc  thought  ihe  likid  wcle. 
As  in  her  porte  and  ta  her  bcbavinge , 
And  Bien  wMufie^  asferre  a«  I  coudc  fole. 
That  was  her  wordc,  tyl  her  belonging, 
Wherfore  to  her  ihe  praied  above  al  thiii^ 
Ful  he rtily,  to   ay  you  in  fuilance. 
That  ike  wold  ibndin  her  gode  CountinauDcc. 

Ye  have  rcherfid  me  thefe  byllis  all. 
But  nowc  let  fe  fomwhat  of  your  M»t^T*t ; 
It  may  fo  hap  paravinturc  ye  ibal ; 
Nowc  I  pray  you  while  I  am  here  prcfont 
Ye  ihal  have  knowlege  pajrde  what  i  meot. 
But  thus  I  £ay  in  trouth,  and  make  no  £kb]e. 
The  i:ace  it  felfe  is  inly  lamcatablf ; 

And  wel  I  wote  that  ye  wol  thynke  the  £amc« 
Lyke  -as  I  fay,  whan  ye  have  kerde  afty  hyl ; 
Now  gode,  tel  on;  I  hate  you  by  Saim  Jasie; 
Abydc  a  while,  it  is  not  yet  my  wil. 
Yet  myft  ye  wete  by  rc£un  and  by  ikil, 
Sith  yc*  have  koowkge  of  that  was  doo  before. 
And  thus  it  is  faid,  without  wordift  more : 

Nothing  fo  lefe  as  dcth  to  oc^nne  to  me. 
For  final  'Cnde  of  my  forowcs  and  paine  ; 
Whatihukl  I  more  de£r«  as  fcnutli  ye  ? 
And  ye  kncwe  al  aforne  it  for  ccrtaine 
I  wote  ye  wolde,  and  for  to  tel  y«)u  pkine, 
Withput  her  hclpe  that  hath  al  thiage  in  cure 
I  can  nat  tkinkc  th4t  it  m^y  Ipng  <ndttre« 
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As  for  my  trouth  it  hath  be  provid  wele^ 
To  fay  the  fothc,  and  I  can  lay  no  more, 
Of  ful  longc  tyme,  and  fufirid  eveiy  dele 
In  pacicnce,  and  kepc  it  all  in  ftore. 
Of  her  godencffc  befeching  her  thcrfore 
That  I  might  have  my  tbanke  in  foche  a  wife 
As  mv  defertc  yfervith  of  jnftife. 

Whan  tbcfe  biUif  were  !*d  everycboae 
The  ladie  tokc  a  gode  adviiemcnt. 
And  *hem  to  anfwerin  by  one  and  one 
She  thought  it  was  to  moche  in  her  entente 
Wherfore  ihe  yave  to  *hem  commaund^ment 
In  her  prefencc  to  come  both  one  and  al 
To  yevc  *hem  her  infwere  in  gencralL 

What  dyd  (he  than  ftippofe  ye  verily  ? 
She  fpake  her  fclfe,  and  faid  in  this  manere : 
We  have  wel  fene  your  byllis  by  and  by. 
And  fome  of  'hem  be  pitous  for  to  here. 
We  wol  therefore  ye  knowe  al  this  in  fere, 
Wi  Jiln  ihoite  tyme  our  coort  of  parliment 
Here  ihal  be  holde  in  our  palays  prefente, 

And  in  al  this  wherin  yon  find  yos  greved 
There  (hall  ye  finds  an  opin  remedy, 
In  foche  a  vrife  as  ye  (hal  be  releved 
Of  al  that  ye  reherfin  here  thoroughly; 
As  for  the  date,  ye  (hal  knowe  verUy 
That  ye  may  have  a  fpace  in  your  coming, 
For  Diligence  ihal  tcl  you  by  writing. 


We  thankid  her  in  our  moft  humble  wife 
Our  felawihip  cche  one  by  one  aifent, 
Submittinge  us  lowly  til  her  fervice. 
For  as  we  thought  we  had  our  travaile  fpent 
In  foche  wife  as  we  heldin  us  content ; 
Than  eche  of  us  toke  othir  by  the  ileve. 
And  forth  withal  as  we  (hulde  take  our  Icve* 

Al  ibdainly  the  watir  fprange  anonc 
In  my  vifage,  and  therwithal  I  woke  : 
Where  am  I  now  ?  thought  I ;  al  this  is  gooCy 
Al  amafid ;  and  up  I  began  to  loke : 
With  that  anon  I  went  and  mode  this  Boht, 
Thus  fimpilly  rehcxiing  the  fubftaunce, 
Bicaufe  it  (hulde  not  be*  out  of  remembraitnoe* 

Now  verily  your  dremt  is  ptfiing  gode» 
And  wot  thy  to  be  had  in  rcmembraunce^ 
For  though  I  (land  here  as  longe  as  I  ftode 
It  (hulde  not  to  me  be  none  encombrannce, 
I  toke  therin  fo  inly  grete  plefaunce ; 
But  tel  me  nowe  what  ye  the  boke  docal. 
For  I  tauikc  wete.  W)  th  right  gode  wyl  ye  {k^ 

As  for  this  boke,  to  (ay  yon  very  rights 
And  of  the  name  to  tel  you*  in  certainte, 
i  ^4tjfemhle  dt  Damet^  thus  it  hight. 
How  thinkin  ye  ?  That  name  is  gode  pard% 
Nowe  go;  farewel;  for  they  cal  aftir  me 
My  felawes  al,  and  I  muft  aftir  fone  : 
Rede  wdmy  drcme,  for  now  my  tale  it  doae* 


.-<** 


CHAUCER'S    bRBAME. 


CHAUCER'S    DREAME*. 


Never  before  tbtyeari^^'j  printed :  ibat  which  heretofore  hath  gone  under  (he  name  of 
his  Dreame^  is  The  Book  ^f  the  Ducheje^  or  The  Death  of  Blanch^  Duchejfe  of  Lan^ 
cqfier. 


TVhem  Flora,  the  qucne  of  Plefaunce, 

Had  whole  achievid  th*  obcyfauoce 

Of  the  frelh  and  the  new  fcfon 

Thorow  out  cv^y  region, 

And  with  her  mantle  whole  covert 

That  wintir  made  had  difcovert, 

Of  avinttire  withoutxn  light 

In  May  I  lay  upon  a  night 

Alone,  and  on  my  lady  thought. 

And  how  the  Lord  that  her  ywrought 

Couth  well  cntayle  in  imagery. 

And  (hewid  had  grete  mailHr)', 

When  he  in  To  litil  a  fpace 

Made  fuch  a  body  and  a  face. 

So  grete  beautie  with  fwich  feturc», 

More  than  in  othir  creatures; 

And  in  ray  thoughtis  as  I  lay 

Within  a  lodge  out  of  the  way, 

Be  fide  a  well  in  a  forell. 

Where  aftir  hunting  I  tokc  reft,    . 

Nature  and  kind  fo  in  me  wrought 

That  halfc  on  flcpe  they  me  ybrought. 

And  gan  to  dremc  to  my  thinking 

With  mind  of  knowliche  like  making. 


♦  ThU  Drcame,  devifed  by  Chaucer,  femeth  to  be  a  co- 
vert report  o(  the  marriage  of  John  of  Gaunt,  the  kinR's 
fonne,  with  Blanch,  the  dauchtir  of  Henry,  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafter.  who  after  long  love  (durinj;  the  time  t^rherof  the 
poet  falncth  them  to  be  dead)  were  in  the  end  by  confcnt 
of  friends  happily  maried,  ti|;ured  by  a  bird  bringing  in  lier 
bill  an  hcarbe  which  reilorcd  thetn  to  lyfc  againe.  Here 
alfo  is  Ihewed  Chaucer*s  match  with  a  certain  gratlewo- 
man,  who  altiiough  the  was  a  ftranger,  was  notwithltand- 
ingfo  well  liked  and  loved  of  the  Lady  Blanch  and  her  lord, 
at  Chaucer  himfclfe  alfo  was,  that  fiU(Uy  Uiey  coQCludcd  a 
nanriage  between  them.  Urry^ 


For  what  1  dremid,  as  me  thought, 
1  faw  it,  and  I  fleptin  nought. 
Wherefore  is  yet  my  full  bekvc 
That  fome  godc  fpirit  that  ilkc  eve, 
By  mene  of  fome  curious  pqrt, 
Bare  me  wh^re  1  faw  payne  and  fport  5 
But  whether  it  were  I  woke  or  flept 
Well  wot  I  oft  1  lough  and  wept ; 
Wherefore  1  woU  in  remembraunce 
Put  whole  the  payne  and  the  plefaunce. 
Which  was  to  me  axin  and  helc ; 
Would  God  yc  wift  it  everydele, 
Or  at  the  left  ye  might  o  night 
Of  fuch  anothjr  have  a  fight 
Although  it  were  to  you  a  payne. 
Yet  on  the  mo*iow  ye  would  be  faync. 
And  wifti  that  it  might  long  endure. 
Then  might  ye  fay  ye  had  gode  cure. 
For  he  that  dremcs  and  wencs  he  fe 
Mochil  the  bettir  yet  maie  he 
Ywit  what,  and  of  whom,  and  where. 
And  eke  the  lafie  it  woll  hinderc 
To  thinke  I  fe  this  with  mine  eenc, 
Iwis  this  may  not  drem^  kene. 
But  figne  or  a  iigniiiauncc 
Of  hafty  thing  founing  plefaunce ; 
For  on  this  wife  upon  a  night. 
As  ye  have  herd,  witlioutin  light. 
Not  all  wakyng  nc  full  on  flepe. 
About  fuch  hour  as  lovirs  wepc 
And  crie  aftir  ther  ladies  grace. 
Befell  me  tho  this  wondir  cace. 
Which  yc  fhall  here,  and  all  the  wife. 
So  wholly  as  I  can  dcvifc  : 
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In  pUync  Englifli  evill  writtin. 
For  ilcpc  writir,  well  yc  wittin, 
Excufid  is  though  he  do  mis 
More  than  one  whiche  that  waking  is. 
Wherefore  hcrr  of  your  ^entllneiTc 
I  you  rcquyre  my  boiftouincflc 
Vc  lettin  palTe  as  thing^  rude. 
And  herith  what  I  woU  conclude. 
And  of  the'  endityng  taketh  no  hede, 
Ne  of  the  termes,  fo  God  you  fpedc, 
But  let  all  pafTe  as  nothing  were. 
For  thus  befell,  as  you  fliall  here. 

Within  an  yle  methought  I  was 
Where  waU  and  yate  was  all  of  glaffe. 
And  lb  Was  cloAd  round  about 
That  leTelefle  none  come  in  ne  out. 
Uncouth  and  ftraunge  to  behold. 
For  ev^ry  yate  of  fine  gold 
A  thoufand  fanis  aie  turning 
Entunid  hid,  and  briddes  Unging 
Divers,  and  on  eche  f^e  a  paire 
With  opin  mouth  again  the  aire ; 
And  of  a  fnte  were  all  the  toures, 
Snbtily  corvin  aftir  floures, 
Of  uncouth  colours  during  aye, 
7*hat  nevlr  ben  none  fenc  in  May, 
With  many  a  fmall  turret  hie ; 
But  man  on  live  could  I  non  He, 
Ne  creturis,  fave  ladies  play. 
Which  werin  fuch  of  thcr  array 
That  as  me  thought  of  godelihed 
They  paiTeden  ail  and  womanhed. 
For  to  behold  them  daunce  and  fing 
It  femid  like  Dt)ne  erthly  thing. 
Such  was  ther  uncouth  countinaunce 
In  every  play  of  right  ufauucc, 
And  of  one  age  evtrichone 
They  femid  all  fave  oncly  one. 
Which  had  of  yeris  fuffifaunce, 
For  ihe  might  neythir  fing  nc  daunce. 
Bat  yet  her  countenaunce  was  fo  glad. 
And  ihe  fo  fewe  yeris  had  had 
As  any  ladie  that  was  there. 
And  as  litil  it  did  her  dere 
Of  luflines  to  laugh  and  talc 
As  flie  had  full  ftuffid  a  male 
Of  difportis  and  new  playis ; 
Faire  bad  ihe  ben  in  her  dayis. 
And  maiftreiTe  femid  well  to  be 
Of  all  that  luily  companie. 
And  fo  ihe  might,  I  you  enfure. 
For  GDC  the  conningill  crcture 
She  was,  and  fo  faid  evcrichone, 
'Iliat  er  her  knew,  there  failid  none. 
For  ihe  was  fober,  and  well  avifed, 
And  from  every  fault  difj^ifed, 
And  nothing  ufed  but  faith  and  tiuth ; 
That  ihe  n'as  young  it  wasgrete  ruth, 
For  every  where  and  in  ech  place 
She  govimid  her,  that  in  grace 
She  flode  alway  with  pore  and  riche, 
That  a  word  was  none  her  lichc, 
Ne  halfe  fo*  able  maiArefs  to  be 
To  fuch  a  lufty  cbmpanic. 


Befell  me  fo,  when  I  avifed 
Yhad  the  yle  that  me  fuffifcd, 
And  whole  th'  eftate  ev^ry  where 
That  in  the  lufty  yle  was  there. 
Which  was  more  wondir  to  dcvifc 
Than  is  the  joyous  paradife, 
1  dare  well  fay,  for  floure  ne  trc, 
Ne  thing  wherein  plefaunce  might  be. 
There  faylid  none,  for  every  wight. 
Had  they  defirid  day  and  night 
Richis  and  hele,  beauty  and  efe. 
With  every  thing  that  them  might  plefc. 
But  thinke  and  have,  it  cod  no  more  i 
In  f^h  a  country  there  before 
Had  I  not  ben  ne  herdin  tell 
That  livis  creature  might  dwell. 
And  when  I  bad  thu?  all  about 
The  yle  avilld  thoroug!iout 
The  ftatc,  and  how  they  were  araycd. 
In  my  hert  I  wcxe  well  appayed, 
And  in  my  felfe  I  me  alTurcd 
That  in  my  body*  I  was  well  ured, 
Sithin  I  might  have  fuch  a  grace 
To  fe  the  ladies  and  the  place. 
Which  were  fo  faire,  I  you  enfure. 
That  to  my  dome  though  that  Natorer 
Would  evir  ftrive  and  do  her  paine 
She  ihould  not  con  ne  mow  attaine 
The  left  feture  for  to  amend. 
Though  ihe  would  all  her  conning  fpende. 
That  unto  beautie  might  availe, 
It  were  but  paine  and  lod  travaile. 
Such  part  in  ther  nativitie 
Was  then  alargid  of  beautie  ; 
And  eke  they  had  a  thing  notable 
Unto  ther  deth  ay  durable, 
And  was;that  ther  beauty  ihould  dure. 
Which  ^as  nevir  fenc  in  cretnre, 
Save  onily  there  (as  I  trow) 
It  ne  hath  not  be  Wiil  ne  know, 
Wherefore  I  praife  with  ther  conning 
That  during  oeautie,  rich^  thing. 
Had  they  ben  of  ther  lives  certaine 
They  bad  ben  quite  of  every  paine. 
And  when  I  wend  thus  all  have  fene 
The  ibate,the  riches,  that  might  bene. 
That  me  thought  impoffible  were 
To  fe  one  thing  moi*e  than  was  there 
That  to  beautie  or  glad  conning 
Serve  or  availe  might  any  thing. 
Ail  fodainly  as  I  there  ilode 
This  lady,  that  couth  fo  much  gode. 
Unto  me  came  with  fmiling  chere. 
And  faid,  Bened'uite  I  this  yere 
Saw  I  nevir  man  here  but  you ; 
Tell  me  how  ye  come  hidir  now. 
And  your  name,  and  where  that  yc  dwell, 
And  whom  ye  feke  eke  mote  ye  tell. 
And  how  ye  come  be  to  this  place  ; 
The  foth  well  told  my  caufe  you  grace. 
And  cllis  ye  tnote  prifoner  be 
Unto  the  ladies  here  and  me. 
That  have  the  govemaunce  of  this  yle; 
And  with  that  word  ihe  gan  to  fmile, 
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And  fo  did  all  the  ludy  rout 
Of  ladies  that  ilode  her  about. 
Madame,  (quod  I)  this  night  ypaft 
JLodgid  I  was  and  fleptC  iiSi 
In  a  foreft  befide  a  well, 
And  now  am  here,  how  ftiould  I  tcU  ? 
Wot  1  not  by  whofc  ordinance, 
But  oncly  Fortune's  purvciance, 
Which  puttitfi  many,  as  1  gcflc. 
To  travaile,  palnc,  and  bufincffe. 
And  Icttith  nothing  for  ther  trutli, 
But  fome  flccth  eke,  and  that  is  ruth, 
Whcrcfof'e  I  doubt  her  brittilncs, 
Her  variance  and  unftedfadnes. 
So  that  I  am  as  yet  afraid, 
And  of  my  beyng  here  amaid. 
For  wondir  thing  it  femith  me 
Thus  many  frefh  ladies  to  fe 
So  faire,  fo  cunning,  and  fo  yong, 
And  no  man  dwelling  them  among ; 
M*ot  I  not  how  I  hidir  come, 
Madame,  (quod  I)  thb  all  and  fome  : 
What  Ihould  I  faine  a  long  procefTe 
To  you,  that  feme  fuch  a  princcffc  ? 
What  plcfith  you  commaiwd  or  fay. 
Here  I  am  redy  to  obay 
To  my  pow^,  and  all  fulfill, 
Aiid  prifonir  bide  at  your  will. 
Till  you  duly  enformid  be 
Of  every  thing  ye  aflce  me. 

This  lady  there  right  well  apaid 
Me  by  the  hande  ytoke,and  faid, 
Welcome,  prifoner  adventurus. 
Right  glad  am  I  ye  have  faid  thus. 
And  for  ye  doubt  me  to  difplefe 
1  will  afiay  to  do  you  efe  : 
And  with  that  word,  ye,  right  anon, 
She  and  the  ladies  everichon 
Affemblid,  and  to  counfaile  went. 
And  aftir  that  fone  for  me  fcnt. 
And  to  me  faid  on  this  manere, 
AU  word  for  word,  as  ye  fliall  here  : 

To  fe  you  here  us  tlunke  marvaile. 
And  how  withoutin  bote  or  faile. 
By  any  fubtilty  or  wylc. 
Ye  get  have  entre  in  this  ylc. 
But  not  for  that  yet  ihall  ye  fe 
That  we  gent  ill  women  ybc. 
Loth  to  difplefin  any  wight, 
Notwithi^anding  our  grete  right ; 
And  for  ye  fliall  well  undirftond 
The  oldc  cuftome  of  this  lond. 
Which  hath  continued  many  yere. 
Ye  (hall  well  wetc  that  with  us  here 
Ye  may  not  bide,  for  eaufis  twaine 
Which  we  be  purpofcd  you  to  faine. 

The  one  is  this;  our  ordinance. 
Which  is  of  long  continuance, 
Ne  woll  not,  fothly  we  you  tell. 
That  no  man  here  among  us  dwell, 
"Wherefore  ye  mote  ncdis  retourne ; 
In  no  wife  may  you  here  fojoume. 

The  othir  is  eke,  that  our  queue 
Out  of  tbo  reUne,  as  ye  maie  fcne, 


Is,  and  may  be  to  us  a  charge 
If  wc  let  goe  you  here  at  large. 
For  whicht-  caufe  the  more  wc  doubt 
To  doc  a  fault  while  (he  is  out, 
Or  fufEr  that  may  be  noyfancc 
Againe  our  old  accuftoniance. 

And  when  I  had  thcfe  cauGs  twamd 
Yherd,  o  God !  what  mbchil  painc 
All  fodainiy  abotit  mine  hert 
There  came  at  onis,  and  how  fmert ! 
In  creping  fofc  as  who  (hould  ftelc 
Or  doe  mc  robbe  of  all  mine  helc. 
And  made  mc  in  my  thought  fo  afraid 
That  in  courage  I  ilode  duniaid ; 
And  ilandiAg  thus,  as  was  my  grace, 
A  lady  came  more  than  apace. 
With  a  huge  jJrcife  her  about, 
And  told  how  that  the  queue  w^ithout 
Was  arivid,  and  would  come  in  ; 
Well  were  they  that  Kidir  might  twin ; 
They  hied  fo  they  would  not  abide 
The  bridiling  ther  horfc  to  ride. 
By  five,  by  fixe,  by  two,  by  tbre  ; 
There  was  not  one  abode  with  me ; 
The  queue  to  mete  evcrichone 
They  went,  and  bode  with  rac  not  one  j 
And  I  went  aftit  a  foft  pafe, 
Imagining  how  to  purckafe 
Grace  of  the  quenfc  there  to  abide 
Till  gode  fortune  Ibmc  happy  guide 
Mc  fendin  might,  that  would  me  bring 
Where  I  was  borne,  to  my  wortning, 
For  way  nc  fote  ne  knew  I  none, 
Nc  whithirward  I  n'ift  to  gone, 
For  all  was  fe  about  the  yle  ; 
No  wondir  though  me  lift  not  fmlle, 
Scing  the  cafe  uncouth  and  ftraungc ; 
And  fo  in  like  a  perilous  chaunge, 
Imagi*ning  thus  walking  alone 
I  faw  the  ladies  evcrichonc. 
So  that  I  might  fomwhat  offer, 
Sone  aftir  that  I  drew  me  npre. 
And  tho  I  was  ware  of  the  queue, 
And  how  the  ladies  on  ther  kncnc 
With  joyous  words  gladly  advifcd 
Her  welcomed  fo  that  it  fuffifcd 
Though  (he  the  princes  whole  had  be 
Of  all  environed  is  with  fe  { 
And  thus  avifing  with  chcrc  fad 
All  fodainiy  I  was  right  glad. 
That  grctir  joy,  as  mote  I  thrive, 
I  trow  had  nevir  man  on  live 
Than  1  tho,  nc  an  hert  more  light, 
When  of  my  lady  I  had  fight. 
Which  with  the  queue  ycome  was  there, 
And  in  one  clothing  both  they  were ; 
A  knight  alfo  there  well  befcnc 
1  faw  that  come  was  with  the"  quene. 
Of  whom  the  bdies  of  that  yle 
Had  hugv'  wondir  a  long  while. 
Till  at  the  lali  right  fobiily 
The  queue  her  felf  full  cunningly. 
With  foftc  wordis  in  gode  wife. 
Said  to  the  ladies  yong  and  niic^ 
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My  fifttrs,  how  it  hath  be&U 
)  trow  ye  know  it  one  and  «11 
That  of  long  time  here  have  1  beae 
Within  this  ylc  biding  as  qoenc, 
Living  at  tfc,  that  nevir  wight 
More  pariit  joyjhavin  ne  might. 
And  to  you  ben  of  govimaoce 
8ach  as  you  found  ki^holc  plelance. 
In  every  thi^g  As  ye  know 
Aftir  our  cuftome ju^  onr  low, 
Which  how  they  firft  yloandin  were 
1  trow  ye  wote  all  thcmanere ; 
And  who  the  quene  is  of  thisyle. 
As  I  have  ben  this  long^  while, 
£ch  fevin  yeres  mote  of  uiage 
Vifit  the  hcvenly  armitage 
Which  on  a  rock  fo  high  yjlonds. 
In  ftrang^  fe  out  from  all  londs. 
That  to  makin  the  pilgrimage 
Is  called  a  long  pcri'loits  viagc. 
For  if  the  wind  be  ngt  gode  firend 
The  joomey  duris  to  the  end 
Of  him  whacKe  that  it  undirtakes ; 
Of  twenty  thou(and  one  not  (capes ; 
Udoo  w  hich  rock  grovrtth  a  tre 
That  certaine  yeres  beres  appHs  thre» 
Which  thre  applis  who  So  may  have 
Ben  from  all  cblpleia^nce  y&ve 
That  in  the  fevin  yere  may  faU, 
This  wote  ye  well  bathe  one  at«d  all* 
For  the  firit  apple  and  fkt  hczt 
Which  ygrowith  unto  yo«fiext 
Yhath  thre  venues  Dotabk,  ; 
And  kepith  youth  aie  durable, 
fieantj  and  joke  eyir  in  one. 
And  is  the  bed  in  everichone. 

The  fecond  »pp\c  red  and  grene, 
Onely  with  lokis  of  your  yene 
Yon  Dourifris  in  gcetc.pldlaunce 
fiettir  thafi  partridge  or  fefaunce. 
And  fedis  every  liv'is  wight . 
I*]e£uitly  onely,  with  the  fight. 

j%nd  the  third  apple  of  the  thre, 
Whltli  growith  lowift  oh  the  tre, 
Who  it  beris  ne  may  not  faile 
That  to  his  pleCnmce  ihay  avmile. 
So  ycnr  plefure  and  bcau^  rich 
Yonr  during  youth  evir  yliche, 
Yoor  troth,  your  cunning,  an4  your  wele, 
Hath  aye  flourid,and  your  gode  hele. 
Without  ficknes  or  ds^kiaunce^ 
Or  thing  tha(  to  you  was  ooylaniice^ 
So  that  you  have  as  goddefies 
livid  above  all  princefies : 
Now  is  befall,  as  ye  may  fc, 
To  gathir  thcfe  laid  applis  thre, 
I  ha^re  not  £uled  againe  the  day 
Thithirwardis  to  take  the  way, 
Weniog  to  fpede  as  I  had  oft ; 
Boc  'vrheo  I  come  I  find  aloft 
My  liftir,  which  that  hereyftandt, 
'Hi^nog  thofe  applis  in  her  hands^ 
Avifing  them,  and  nothing  frid. 
But  lolud  as(he  were  well  paid ; 
V^JL.I. 


And  as  t  ftode  her  to  behojU, 

Thinking  how  my  joyis  were  cold 

Sith  I  thoie  applis  have  ne  might, 

Bvin  with  that  to  camp  this  knight. 

And  2h  his  armcs  of  me  aware 

Mc  toke,  and  to  his  ihip  me  bare. 

And  faid,  though  htm  I  ner  had  fene 

Yet  had  I  long  his  lady  ben,     . 

Wherefore  I  (hould  with  him  ywend, 

And  he  would  to  his  liv*is  end 

My  fervant  be,  and  gan  to  fiug 

As  one  that  had  wpnne  a  rich  thing : 

Tho  were  my  fpints  fro  me  gone 

So  fndainly  everichone 

That  in  me  apperid  but  deth; 

For  I  felt  neithir  life  ne  brcth,  ^ 

Ne  gode  ne  harmc  none  1  juiewe^ 

The  ibdaine  paine  me  was  fo  new. 

That  had  not  the  hafty  grace  bo 

Of  this  lady,  that  fro  the  tre 

Of  her  gentilneife.  fo  hyid. 

Me  to  comfort  I  had  dyi<J,       , 

And  of  her  thr<;  applis  ihe  one 

Into  mine  hand  there  put  anone. 

Which  brought  againe  my  mind  andbrcth^ 

And  me  recoveredfrom  the  d^ ; 

Wherefore  to  her  fo  am  1  hold 

That.for  her  all  things  do  I  wold. 

For  fte  was  lech  of  idl  my  (haert,  . 

And  from  grete  paine  fo  ^itc  mine  hert. 

And,'  as  God  wote,  right  as  ye  here 

Me  to  comfort  with  frcndly  chere 

She  did  her  pi:6weire  apd  hor  might ; 

And  truly  eke  fp  did  this  kxagbt 

In  that  he  £dath,  and  oftin  Jaid 

That  of  my  wo  he  was  ill  paid. 

And  curfed  the  (hip  that  them  therebrought. 

The  maft,  the  mafiir  that  it  wrought : 

And  as  ech  thing  mote  have  an  end. 

My  fidir  here,  yourbrothirfrenj* 

Con  with  her  .words  fo  womaqly 

This  knight  entrete  and  conoiagly. 

For  mine  honouf'  4nd  hisalA>, 

And  laid  that  with  hcf  we  (hould  go 

Both  in  her  (hip,  where  (he  wa|  brought. 

Which  was  fo  wondir^oUy  wrought. 

So  dene,  fo  r><hv  and  Ihiaraid,  ,     . 

That  we  were  both  content  a94  paid ; 

And  me  to  comfort  and  to>  plefe. 

And  mine  hert  for  to  put  at  efc. 

She  toke  grete  paine  in  litil  while, 

And  thus  hath  brought  us  to  this  yie. 

As  ye  may  fe}  wherfore  echonc 

I  pray  you  thanke  her  one  and  one 

As  hertly  as  ye  can  dcvifc 

Or  imagine  in  any  wife. 

At  once  there  tho  men  mightin  fecn 

A  world  of  ladies  fall  on  kneen 

Tore  my  lady,  tnat  there  about 

Was  left  none  (landing  in  the  rout, 

But  aitogither  they  went  at  ones 

To  knele ;  thty  fpared  not  for  the  iUoes, 

Ne  for  efiate,  ne  for  thcr  blode ; 

Well  fi»ewid  there  they  couth  much  gpdi  s 
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To  my  lady  tKey  made  Aich  left* 

And  with  fuch  wordit*  dist  the  left 

St>  frendly  and  fo  faithfully 

Yfald  was  and  fo  csnningly. 

That  wondir  was,  fchig  ther  yoatfa,  • 

To  here  the  langoafe  that  they  eonth. 

And  wholly  how  tlM^  governed  were 

In  thanking  of  my  lady  there. 

And  faid  by  will  and  maund^meot 

They  were  at  her  commatuidemeat. 

Which  was  to  me  as  grete  a  joy 

As  winniog  of  the  tooae  M  Troy^ 

Wu  to  the  hardy  Orekit  ftroog 

When  they  ic  wao  with  fiegl  long» 

To  ie  my  bdy'  to  fvch  a  f  kce. 

And  fo  recerid  as  (he  waa^ 

And  when  they  taHud  had  a  while 

Of  this  and  thal^aod  of  the  yle. 

My  lady  aad  the  ladies  thtre> 

Altogtthir  as  they  ywe^, 

The  quene  her  felf  began  to  play. 

And  to  the  agid  lady  fay. 

Now  femith  yon  not  gode  it  were» 

Sith  we  be  altogitlsr  here. 

To  ordaine  and  derife  the  bed 

To  fet  this  knight  and  me  at  reft,. 

For  H^mmmm  is  m/M  wigU 

TV  rer*  m  wrt  ^^nM  a  MMlgti  s 

And  iith  he  here  is  m  this  plaoe^ 

At  my  left  in  dangir  or  grace» 

It  were  to  me  grete  villaoy 

To  do  him  any  tiramiy ; 

Bat  faine  I  w^nkl,  now  will  ye  here^ 

In  his  owDc  country  that  he  wcve. 

And  I  in  pcce  and  he  at  efe; 

Thu  were  a  way  as  both  to  plefe ; 

K  it  might  be  I  you  belbehe 

With  him  hereof  yon  fall  in  i^eche. 

This  lady  tho  bem  to  (hsik, 

ATiiing  her  a  lital  while, 

And  with  glad  chere  (he  6id  aaooc^ 

Madam,  I  will  «nto  him  gone. 

And  with  him  %eke^  and  ofda  lehi 

What  he  defiris  every  dek  t 

And  febkiy  this-  lady  tho 

Her  felfc,  and  othir  kdicatwo 

She  toke  with  her,  and  with  (bd  chere 

Said  to  the  knight  on  this  oMaert ; 

Sir,  the  grete  pdnces  of  this  yte» 

Whom  for  your'  plefance  many  a  mile 

Te  fought  have,  as  I  undtrftend^ 

Till  at  the  laft  ye  have  her  fond 

Me  fent  hath  here,  and  ladies  twaint,. 

To  herin  all  thing  that  ye  faine  $     ^ 

And  for  whs|^  caufe  ye  h*ve  her  ibnght 

Faine  would  (be  wotc,  and  whole  yoar  thought,. 

And  why  you  do  her  all  this  wo, 

And  for  what  caufe  you  be  her  fo, 

And  why  of  every  wight  unwarc- 

By  force  ye  to  your  (hip  her  bare. 

That  file  fo  njgh  ywas  agone 

That  mind  ne  fpech  ne  had  (he  nose, 

But^as  a  painfull  crciture 

Dying  abddd  her  advinture, 


That  her  to  fe  indure  that  { 
Here  we  all  fay  nnto  yon  pbise 
Right  on  your  (dfe  ye  did  amide, 
Semg  how  (he  a  princes  is. 
This  knight,  the  which  ycowth  bts  g^Ddc, 
Right  of  his  troth  nevid  his  Uode, 
Tut  pale  he  woxe  aa  soy  led. 
And  lok't  at  tho  he  w«ld  be  ded  s 
Blode  was  there  none  in  nochir  cheh& 
Wordkfle  he  was,afid  femid  fiche; 
And  (b  it  provid  wcM  he  was, 
For  without  moving  any  paas. 
All  (bdainly  as  thing  dying. 
He  fell  at  onis  downe  fbwningj 
That  for  his  wo  this  lady  fraid 
Unto  the  qnene  her  hyed,and  kid, 
Cometh  on  anon,  as  have  yonblilfe. 
But  ye  be  wife;  thing  is  amifle; 
This  km'ght  is  ded  or  will  be  foae, 
Lo !  whox  he  lyith  is  a  fwaae 
Withoutio  word  or  anfwtrinf 
To  that  I  have  (aid  any  thing  ; 
Wherefoi?e  I  donbt  moche  that  the  blamr 
Might  be  hindiring  lo  your  name. 
Which  £ourid  hath  lb  many  yere. 
So  long^  that  for  nothing  here 
I  would  in  no  vrife  that  he  dyed. 
Wherefore  it  gode  were  that  ye  hycd. 
His  life  to  (avis at  dM  kft; 
And  aftir  that  his  wo  beccft 
Commaundith  him  to  voids  or  dwell. 
For  in  no  wife  dare  1  nate  rneli 
Of  thing  wherein  fnch  ptrill  ia 
As  like  is  now  to  (all  of  this. 
This  qnene  right  tho,  foil  of  grete  fere. 
With  all  the  ladies  present  there. 
Unto  the  knifht  canae  whete  he  by. 
And  made  a  hdy  to  him  fiiy. 
Lot  here  the  foenc;  awake,  £or  i 
What  vriU  yon  doe  ?  ia  thiagode  [, 
Why  lye  yon  hen  f  what  i»yoar  miod  ^ 
Now  is  well  fene  your  wit  ia  liiad. 
To  fe  fo  naany  lacties  here 
And  ye  to  make  aooeodur  chere; 
But  ss  ye  fet  them  aU  u  nooght 
Arife  for  his  love  that  yo«  bought. 
But  what  (he  (kid  a  woid  not  one 
He  fpake,  ne  anfwei^  gave  ker  nose. 
The  quene  of  very  pitty  tho. 
Her  worfhip  and  his  Itfe  alfo 
To  (avin,  there  (he  did  he*  paioe. 
And  quoke  for  feie,'and  gan  telaiiie,^ 
For  woe,  alas!  what  (hall  1  doe! 
What  (hall  I  iky  this  man  unto  f 
If  he  die  here  loft  is  my  nanae  : 
How  (hal  tplay  this  perilUras  gattie? 
If  any  thing  be  here  amiffe 
It  (hall  be  faid  it  rigour  is,  > 

Whereby  my  name  impayrin  mighty 
And  like  to  die  eke  is  this  knight : 
And  with  that  word  her  hand  (he  Iai4 
Upon  his  breft,  and  to  him  Aid, 
Awake,  my  knight:  lo!  itami 
That  to  you  (pekc  :  now  Cell  me  why 
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Ve  firt  tKin^  and  tliit  pame  cadnre, 

SeiBg  yovL  be  io  oonntry  fur«} 

Among foch  freodt that  troidd ^ouhtk, 

Your  heit*it  efe  eke  and  your  .^ele  ? 

And  if  I  wift  what  you  might  efc* 

Or  know  the  thing  that  yoa  might  fkfi^ 

I  you  enfnreit  (hould  not  fidle 

That  to  your  hcle  yoo  might  avmilc ; 

Wherefore  with  all  my  hcrt  I  prmy 

Ye  rife,  and  let  nt  talke  and  play :   • 

And  fie  how  many  ladies  here 

Be  comin  for  to  make  jgode  chere ! 

All  was  for  nooght,  for  ftill  at  ftone 

He  lay,  and  woi^  ne.fpoke  he  none^ 

JLong  while  was  or  he  micht  braid  { 

And  of  all  that  the'qnene  bad  fiiid 

He  wift  no  word ;  bat  at  the  hft 

O  mercy  !  twife  he  cryid  hiHt,  ' 

That  pittie  was  hit  toic&to  here, 

Or  to  behold  his  painefoU  chere, 

Which  was  not  feined  was  well  td  firia 

Both  by  his  vifage  and  hjs  cyn. 

Which  on  the  quenc  at  ooee  he  caft^  * 

And  fighi^  as  he  would  to  brdft. 

And  aftir  that  eke  be  fluright  fo 

That  wondir  was  to  fe  bis  wo, 

For  6thin  that  payne  was  firft  naroe4 

Was  net-  more  WofoU  payne  attained,' 

For  with  voye^  did  he  gan  to  ph^e. 

And  to  himfeUe  tkefe  wordis  laine^ 

I,  w6foll  Wight  full  of  malorr, 

And  worfe  than  ded,and  yet  I  duxt^ 

And  thangre  any  paine  or  deth 

Agaiflft  my  Will  I  fele  my  treth : 

VHiy  n*am  I  dcd,  fith  1  ne  ferve,  , 

And  fith  ray  lady  will  me  fterre  * 

Where  art  thou,  iWth?  art  thou  agaft  ? 

Well  fhall  we  mete  yet  at  th^  laft 

Though  thon  the  bide  tt  is  for  nongfat. 

For  where  th^m  dwelft  thou  fliah  be  ibnghi : 

Maugre  thT  fubtill  doable  lace 

Here  will  I  die  right  in  this  place. 

To  thy  diihonoor  and  myn  efe 

71>y  naannir  is  no  wight  to  plefe  i 

What  nedis  the,  fith  I  the  feche. 

So  the  to  hide,  my  paine  to  edie  f 

And  well  woft  thou  I  will  not  fiTe 

Who  would  me  all  this  world  here  give, 

For  I  have  wfth  my  cowardiie 

JU>ft  joy,.aflid  hek,  and  ray  fefriie,' 

And  made  my  foTeraigne  lady  fo 

That  while  (he  liYea  t  tro#  my  fb 

She  win  be  evir  to  her  end  i 

Thoa  have  I  neither  joy  ne  fredd.' 

Wote  t  not  whethir  haft  or  doth 

Hath  caufid  this  now  by  my  troth; 

For  at  the  hermitage  foil  hie^ 

When  f  her  h-w  firft  with  myne  eye; 

ihjid  tin  t  waraloft. 

And  mMde  my  pacd  fmall  ainl  folt, 

THl.io.mine  armes  I  had  her  faft, 

And  to  nay  Ihip  bare  at  the  laft, 

Wherof  Ihe  was  difplefid  fer 

ThMt  esdlet  there  iemi  d  hep  wo^ 


And^t  thereof  had  fo  gfete  {e^ 
That  ihe  repent  that  I  come  there^ 
Which  hail  I  trow  gan  her  difplefe^ 
And  is  the  caufe  of  my  difeie. 
And  witbthskt  word,  he  gan  to  cry, 
Kow  t>eth«  bcth,  come,  twyis  or  thry^ 
And  motrid  I  n*ot  .what  of  flouth  : 
And  even  witli  that  the  qoene  of  ronth 
Hini  in  her  armis  toke«and  fayd. 
Now,  mine  pwne  juiight!  be*  not  illapayd 
That  I  a  lady  to  you  fent 
To 'have  kn'>wledge,of  your  enient. 
For  in  gode  laitb  I  men*t  bat  well. 
And  tr.ould  ye  wift  it  every  dele,' 
Kor,  will  not  do  to  you  ywis ; 
And  with  that  word  -fhfi  gan  him  ki^e. 
And  prayed  him  rife,  aiid  faid  Ihe  would 
His  welfare  by  her  truthj  and  tojd 
Him  bow  ihe  was  for  hid  dlfefe 
Ki^ht  fory^  and  faine  would  him  plefe; 
riis  irfe  to  fave.  Thefe  wordis  tho 
She  laid  to  hini,  and  miirf  lijo, 
In,  comforting,  for  from  the  paine 
^hit  would  he  were  delivered  faine. 
The  knight  tho  up  v<;ail  his  cen. 
And  when  he  faw  it  was  the  queue 
That  to  hirai  had  thcfc  wordis  laid. 
Right  in  his  wo  he  gan  to  braid. 
And  him  up  dreflis  for  to  knele. 
The  quen^  aviiing'trondir  wele; 
But  2$  he  rofie  he  ovir  threw. 
Wherefore,  the  quene  yet  eft  ane# 
Him  in  her  armis  anone  toke, 
And  pitouily  g^n  on  him  loke  ; 
But  for  all  that- not hyng  ihe  fayd, 
Ke  fpake  not  like  ihe  were  well  paydi 
Ne  no  chcre  made  nor  fad  ne  light. 
But  ^11  in  one  to  every  wight 
There  was  fene  conning  with  eilate 
In  her  without  noyfe  or  debate, 
For  fave  onely  a  loke  piteous 
df  womenbed  undifpiteous. 
That  ihe  IHowid  in  continance^ 
Far  femed  her  hert  from  obeiiance; 
And  not  fpr  x}Jk  ihe  did  her  reine 
Hipi  tp  recovir  froni  the  peine. 
And  his  hcrt  for  to  pMt  at  large. 
For  her  entent  Was  to  His  barge 
Him  for  to  brynjf  agaynft  the  eve; 
With  certeine  ladies,  and  talce  leve^ 
And  pray  him  of  bis  gentilneiTe 
To  fntf  r  her  thenceforth  in  pcce. 
As  othir  princis  had  before. 
And  from  thenceforth  for  evirmore 
She  would  him  worlhtp  in  all  wife 
Thai  gcntilnefe  ^ight  d^ife. 
And  payne  her  irholly  to  fulfill 
In  honour-  his  jHefore  and  will. 
And  dtiririg  thus  this  knightis  wb, 
Prefent  the  queue  sind  othir  mo. 
My  lady*  and  d^tny'  An  othir  wight, 
Ten  thonland  ihippis  at  a  light 
I  iaw  come  oer  the  wavy  flodd 
With  fuyle  and  ort,  that  as  I  ftodo 
Ogij 
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Them  to  behold  I  gan  marvaiU 
From  whom  might  come  fo  many*  a  ^ilc^ 
For  iith  the  tyme  that  I  was  boro 
Such  a  navie  there  n*ere  before 
Had  I  not  fene,  nc  fo  arayed* 
That  for  the  fight  my  hert  vplayed 
Aye  to  and  fro  within  my  Ureft 
For  joy  ;  long  was  or  it  would  reO.; 
For  there  was  faylis  full  of  floures, 
Aftir  caftiU  with  hugd  toures, 
Yfeming  full  of  amiis  bright 
That  wondir  lufty  was  the  fight. 
With  large  toppis  aiM^  maftU  long, 
Richly  depeint,  and  reare  among 
At  certaine  timis  gan  repayre 
Smale  birdis.domiefrom  the  aire. 
And  on  the  &ippis  botinds  about 
Yfate  and  fong  with  voyce  full  out 
Ballades  and  layes  right  joyoully. 
As  they  cowth  in  ther  harmony. 
That  you  to  write  that  1  there  fc 
Mine  excufe  is  it  may  not  be ; 
For  why^  the  mattirwcre  to  long 
To  name  the  birds  and  wrhe  ther  fong} 
"Whereof  anon  the  tydings  there 
Unto  the  quene  fone  brought  ywere. 
With  many*  alas  and  many^a  doubt. 
Shewing  the  (hippis  there  without  s 
Tho  gan  the  agid  lady  wepe, 
And  faid,  Alas!  our  joy  on  fUepe 
Sone  ihal  be  brought,  ye,  long  or  nighl^ 
F6r  we  difcried  ben  by  this  knight. 
For  certes  it  may  none  othir  be 
But  he  is  of  yond  companie. 
And  they  be  come  bim  here  to  fcchc ; 
And  with  that  word  her  faylid  fpcche. 
Without  rcmcMy  we  be  dcilroid, 
Ful  oft  faid  all,  and  gan  conclude 
Wholy  at  onis  at  the  hft 
That  beft  was  fliit  ther  yati^  faft,  . 
And  arme  them  all  in  gode  langag«. 
As  they  had  done  of  old  ufiigc, 
And  of  fayre  wordis  make  ther  (hot ; 
This  t^as  ther  counfaile  and  the  knot. 
And  othir  purpofe  toke  they  none,* 
But  armid  thus  forth  they  all  gone 
Toward  the  Wallit  of  the  yle ; 
But  or  they  comin  there  long  whil^ 
They  mettin  the  gretc  lord  of  bov« 
That  callid  is  the  god  of  Love, 
That  them  avifid  with  fuch  chere. 
Right  as  he  with  them  angry  were : 
Avayled  them  not  ther  wads  of  glaffe ; 
This  mighty  lord  let  not  to  pa0c  < 

The  fliuttyng  of  ther  yati*  faflL ; 
All  they  had  ordained  ^as  but  wail ;  . 
For  when  his  ihips  had  foundin  land 
This  lord  anon,  w  ith  bow  in  hand, 
Into  this  yle  with  hug^  prcie 
Ybyid  faft.  and  would  not  ceic 
Till  he  came  there  the  knight  ylay  : 
Of  quene  ne  lady  by  the  way  - 
Toke  he  no  hede,  bat  forth  he  paft. 
And  yet  all  followed  at  the  lail. . 


And  when  he  came  wkere  lay  the  laifftt 
p/el\  fliewid  he  he  had  grete  might. 
And  forth  tile  quooe  caUid  anoae 
And  all  the  ladirs.cverichone. 
And  to  them  laid.  Is  not  this  roath. 
To  fc  my  ferttunt  for  hb  trouth 
Thus  lene,  thus  ficke/aod  is  this  paynff 
And  wot  not  imto  whom  iif  playne, 
.  iSave  onely  one  wkhoUtin  mo. 
Which  might  him  hele,  and  is  his'  fo  f 
And  with  that  word  hit  hery  brow 
He  fliewid  the  quene,  and  lokid  row, 
This  mighty  lord  forth  tho  anone 
With  o  loke  her  £aultitechpfle 
He  can  her  (hev^  ia  litil-  ^ch, 
Comnuunding  hc|ttd  be  hia  lech« 
Withontin  more,  fliortly  to  fey, 
He  thought  the  quene  foniBibpuld  obsf^ 
And  in  his  bond  he  (hoke  his  bow. 
And  (aid  right  fone  he  would  be  know? 
And  for  flie  had  fia  long  refaifcd 

Sis  fervice,  and  his  lawies  not  n£ed, 
e  let  her  wit  that  he  wis  wroth,  . 
And  bent  his  bow,. and  forth. he  goth 
A  pace  or  two,  and  efin  there 
A  larg^  draught  up  to  his  ere 
He  drew,  and  With  an  arrow  ground 
Both  fiiarpe  actd  newe  the  qncne  a  wouad 
He  gave  that  pevfod  unto  the  hert, 
Which  aftirward  full  fdre  gan  fifiert. 
And  was  not  whole  of  miny  yere; 
And  even  with  that  Be  of  gode  cherr^ 
My  knight,  quod  he;  I  will  the  hek. 
And  the  reftore  to  paxfite  wele. 
And  for  cch  payne  thou  haft  endured 
To  have  two  joic%  thou  art  enured : 
And  forth  he  pallid  by  the  rout. 
With  fobir  chore  walking  about. 
And  what  he  iaid  I  thought  to  here ; 
Well  wift  he  whiche  his  fcrvaums  were : 
And  as  he  paflld  anon  he  fond  ' 
Aly  lady',  and  her  toke  by  the  bond, 
And  made  her  dierc  as  a  goddea, 
And  of  Beaute  caUed  her  Princes, 
Of  Bounty  eke  gave  her  the  name. 
And  fayd  there  was  nothyng  to  blame 
la  her,  but  fhe  was  vertuous. 
Saving  file  would  no  pity  ufc. 
Which  was  the  caufe  tha(  he  her  fought 
To  put  that  far  out  of  her  thought ; 
And  fithin  fiie  had  whole  richeSe 
Of  womanhed  and  frendlinefTe, 
He  faid  it  was  nothing  fitting 
To  void  Pity  his  owne  leggyng ; 
And  gan  her  prech  and  with  her  play^ 
And  of  her  beauty  told  her  ale. 
And  f:iid  fiie  was  a  creature 
Of  whom  the  nam^  fiionld  endure. 
And  in  his  bokis  full  of  plefaunce 
Be  put  for  cr  in  remcmbraunce; 
And  as  me  thoughtin  more  frendly, 
tJnto  my  lady  and  g^delily 
^ic  fpuke  than  any  that  was  there  ; 
And  for  the'  applis  i-tffow  il  were 
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That  ihe  had  in  poffcffioiu 
'Wherefore  long  in  proccffion 
Many  a  pice  arme  undir  odwr 
He  welke,  and  fo  did  with  none  other  « 
Bat  what  he  would  commaund  or  fay 
Forwlth  ncdis  all  rnoft  ohay, 
«And  what  he  defired  at  the  left 
Of  my  lady  was  hy  rcqiieft : 
And  when  they  loog-togcther  had  bene 
He  brought  my  lady  to  the  quene. 
And  to  herfaid.  So  God  yon  ipede 
Shew  grace  and  confent,  that  is  ncde. 
My  lady  tho  6tU  cooningly. 
Right  well  znkd  and  womanly, 
Downe  gan  to  knde  upon  the  floures 
Which  Aprill  nouriflied  had  with  (honrcs 
And  to  this  mighty  lord  gan  lay. 
That  pleiith  you  I  woU  obay, 
And  me  reilraine  from  othir  thought ; 
At  ye  woll  al  thyng  (haU  be  wrought : 
And  with  that  word  knding  ihe  quoke. 
That  mighty  lord  in  armes  her  toke. 
And  iai<^  You  have  a  ierraunt,  one 
That  truir  living  it  ther  none, 
'Whcrefoi:e  gode  were,  feiag  his  trouth. 
That  on  his  paiois  ye  had  routh. 
And  purpofe  )Ott  to  here  his  fpech, 
Pully  avifid  him  to  Icchy 
For  of  one  thyng  ye  may  be  fnre. 
He  will  be  yours  while  he  nuy  dure. 
And  with  that  word-right  on  his  game 
Me  thought  he  lough»  and  told  my  name* 
Which  was  to  me  marvaile  and  fere» 
That  what  to  do  I  ne  wiik  there, 
Ne  whethir  was  me  bet  or  none 
There  to  abide  or  thus  to  gone, 
For  well  wend  I  my  lady  wold 
Imagin  or  deme  I  had  told 
My  couniailc  whole,  or  made  complaint 
Unto  that  lord,  that  mighty  iaint. 
So  verily  ech  thiag  nnfought 
He  faid  as  he  had  knowne  my  thought. 
And  told  my  trouth  and  mine  uncfe 
Bet  than  I  couth  have  for  mine  eft, 
Thoogh  I  had  Ibidied  all  a  wcke  s 
Well  wift  that  lord  that  I  was  fcke, 
Aii4  would  be  lechidwondir  faille;    . 
No  inan  me  Uame,  mine  was  the  patse. 
And  when  this  lord  had  aU  yfaid. 
And  long  while  with  my  lady  plaid, 
.She  gan  to  (inile  with  fpirit  glade ; 
Thia  was  the  anfwere  tint  ihe  made. 
Winch  put  me  there  in  double  peine. 
That  what  to  do  ne  what  to  fdne ' 
V/iA  I  not,  ne  what  was  the  heft; 
FctTC  was  my  hert  then  fro  his  reft, 
For  as  I  thought  that  imiling  figne 
Was  tokin  that  the  hert  endine 
Wonld  to  requeiUs  reibnable, 
Becanie  SmHmg  isfavrakk 
7«  e^fery  ibing  thai  JkaU  tbrive^ 
So  tliooghtin  I  tho  anon  blive 
Tliat  IV^rUUJfe  am/were  in  «o  itwtt 
IVaM  tanefvr  eblfgaewmp 


Ne  callid  furety  in  no  wife 
Amongil  them  that  calJid  ben  wife  : 
Thus  was  I  in  a  joyous  dout, 
Sure  and  unfurift  of  that  rout : 
Right  as  mine  hert  ythought  it  were 
So  more  or  Icffc  wexin  my  fere. 
That  if  one  thought  yniade  it  wele 
Anothir  (hent  it  everydelc, 
Till  at  the  laft  I  couth  no  more. 
But  purpoied  as  1  did  before 
To  fcrvc  traly  my  lyv'is  fpace. 
Awaiting  er  the  ycre  of  grace. 
Which  may  yiall  yet  or  I  ftervc. 
If  that  it  plcfc  her  that  I  fcrve. 
And  fervid  have,  and  woll  do  ever, 
lor  thyng  is  none  that  mc  is  lever 
Than  is  her  fervice,  whofe  prefeoce 
Mine  heven  is  whole,  and  her  abfence 
An  hell  all  full  of  divers  paincs, 
Whych  to  the  4cth  full  oft  me  ilraincs. 
Thus  in  my  tho,ugbtis  as  i  ilodc. 
That  unneth  felt  I  Uarmc  nc  gode, 
I  faw  the  qucne  a  litil  paas 
Come  where  tliis  mighty  lord  ywas. 
And  knelid  downe  in  prefence  there 
Of  all  the  Udies  that  there  were. 
With  fobir  continaunce  avifed. 
In  few  wordis  that  well  fuffifed. 
And  to  this  lord  anon  prcfent 
A  bill,  wherein  whole  her  entent 
Was  writtin,  and  h*w  Bxt  befought^ 
As  he  knew  every  will  and  thought. 
That  of  his  godhed  and  bis  grace 
He  would  fcrgyve  all  old  trefpace. 
And  undifplefid  be  of  time  paft. 
For  ihe  would  evir  be  Cbedtik^ 
And  in  his  fervice  to  the  deth 
Ufe  every  thought  while  fiie  had  hreth. 
And  iight  4nd  went,  aikd  laid  oo  more, 
Within  was  writtin  all  the  fore : 
At  whyche  bill  the  lord  gan  (roylc. 
And  faid  he  would  within  that  ylc 
Be  lord  and  fyre  both  cil  and  weft. 
And  call'd  it  there  his  new  conqueil. 
And  in  grete  councell  toke  the  quene ; 
Iwong  were  the  talis  them  betwene  : 
And  ovir  her  bill  he  red  thrife, 
And  wondir  gladly  gan  devife 
Her  feturcs  fsure  and  her  vifingc,- 
And  bad  gode  thrifieon  that  image. 
And  faied  he  trowid  her  compleint 
Should  aftir  caufe  her  be  corleint ; 
And  in  hisileve  he  put  the  bill. 
Was  there  none  that  yknew  his  will. 
And  forthe  he  walke  apace  about. 
Beholding  all  the  lui^y  rout, 
Halfe  in  a  thought  with  fmiling  cherc. 
Till  at  the  laft,  as  ye  ihall  here. 
He  turned  unto  the  quene  ageine, 
And  faid.  To  raome  here  in  this  pkine 
I  woll  that  ye  be  and  all  yours. 
That  purpofid  ben  to  were  flour.<^, 
Or  of  my  lufty  colour  ufe. 
It  may  not  be  to  you  excufc. 
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lie  to  none  of  yonrt  in  no  wife, 
yhat  able  be  to  my  fervife; 
for  at  1  faid  have  here  before 
I  will  be  lor4  for  evirmore 
Of  you,  and  of  thi»  ylc,  and  til, 
^nd  of  all  yours  t|uir  havln  fhall 
Toy,  pece,  or  cfe,  or  in  plefaunce 
Your  hris  ufe  without  noyfaunce : 
liere  will  I  lo  Ilatc  be  yfene, 
^nd  turned  h|s  tifage  to  the  qoene, 
And  you  jnye  knowTedg;e  of  my  w^. 
And  a  fun  anfwere  of  font  bin         * 
^at  there  nb  nay,'  ne  wordi«  none. 
But  very*  olieifaunt  fcmccJ  bchone ; 
The  qiirn«'  and  oeKir  thiat Wrc  thert 
WcH  frmid  it  they  iiail  frrhte  fere. 
And  t^erc  tokc  lodginf^  cv^ty  Vnight, 
Was  non^  departid  df  that  night, ' 
And  fome  to  rede  o)d  romance* 
Them  occupied  for  ther  plefancet, 
8omc  to  make  ven!laiet  and  laiet, ' 
And  fbmi:  to  othir  diycrfe  plaiet. 
And  I  to  nie  a  romance  toke. 
And  as  I  reding  was  the  bbke, 
Methought  the  fphtfi^  bad  fo  nm 
That  it  wan  rtiing  of  the  fan, 
And  fuch  a  pre*  into  the  plaine 
A0emhle  gone,  that  with  grete  paine 
One  might  for  othi^  fo  nc  ftabd, 
Ke  none  take  othir  (>y  the  hand, 
Withoutin  they  diftourbid  were, 
bo  huge  and  gret  the  pres  was  there. 
And  aftir  that  within' two  houret 
1*his  mi^htV  lord  clad  atl  in  floures  ' 
Of  diver*  colours  many*  a  paire 
In  hi«  cftate  up  in  the  aire 
Well  niph  twd  fathom,  at  his  hight, 
He  fct  him  there  in  all  thir  fight. 
And  for  the  qucne  and  for  the  kaight. 
And  fot^  my  lady*  and  every  wigjlht, 
)n  hail  he  (ent,  fo  that  ner  one 
Was  there  abfcnt,  but  com«  cchone  : 
And  when  they  thus'aflcmblid  were, 
As  ye  have  herd  mc  fay  you  here, ' 
Without  more  tart7ing  on  hight, 
There  to  b*  fenc  of  every  wight,- 
Up  ftode  among  the  pres  above  - 
A  counfaylir,  fervauinofLove, 
Whith  femid  well  of  grek  cftate. 
And  (hewid  tb^re  irow  ho  debate 
Othlr  thengodclr  might 'be  ufcd 
In  gentilheffe  and  be  ezcufed^ 
Wherefore  he  faid  hit  lord^is  will 
Wat  bvcry  bright  *tKere  ihould  be  fti^ 
And  in  pee$,  and  of  "bne  atcord,       ■' 
And  thus  commaundld  lit  a*  word. 
And  ^an  hit  tongue 'to  fwich^  langnags 
To  tume,'t))at  y.et  in  all  tume  age     :  * 
Herd  I  nevirfd.tobhingly 
Man  fpckr,'Vie  balfe  fo  faithfully. 
For  evcrjr  thing  he  faid  there    - 
Semid  ai  it  ibfelid  were,  ' 
Or  approvid  for  very  trew : 
Swichc  wat  hit  cunning  language  newe. 


And  well  according  to  hit  d\ere. 
That  where  I  be  me  thioke  I  here 
Him  yet  alway,  when  I  mine  one 
In  any  place  tnav  be  alooc  t 
Fird  cno  he  of  the'  faiily  yle 
All  the  eiUte  in  lityl  whyle 
Rcherfe,  and  wholly  every  thing 
That  canfid  there  hit  lord's  conomiog. 
And  every  vrelc  a|id  every  vro. 
And  Tor  what  caufe  eche  thing  waa  fo 
Well  (hewed  fie  there  in  eQe  fpech. 
And  how  the  iicke  had  nedc  of  kdi; 
And  that  whiche  whole  was  and  in  gFKtt 
He  told  plainly  why  ech  thing  wat» 
And  at  the  laft  he  con  cooclnde, 
Voidid  ev^  langiugc  rude,  « 
And  laid,  T^at  prince,  that  mighty  lord, 
Or  hit  departing  would  accord 
All  the  parties  were  there  prefect. 
And  wat  the  fine  of  hit  entent, 
Witneflc  hit  pTefence  in  your  fight, 
Which  fits  aooong  you  in  hit  might; 
And  knelid  downe  withoUtio  more. 
And  not  b  word  yfpake  he  more. 

Tho  gao  thit  mighty  lord  bim  drefle. 
With  chere  avifed,  to  do  largeife. 
And  faid^nnto  this  knight  an4  tac^ 
Ye  fliall  to  joy  reftdiid  be, 
And  for  ye  have  ben  true  ye  twmine 
I  graunt  you  here  for  every  paine 
A  thoufand  joiet  evf  ry  wclte. 
And  loke  ye  be  ho  lengir  feke. 
And  both  your  ladies,  lo  *hem  here  *. 
Take  ech  hit  own ;  beth  of  gode  chere. 
Your  happie  day  it  new  begun 
Sith  it  wat  rifing  of  the  fun. 
And  to  all  othir  in  thit  place 
I  graunt  wholly  to  ftand  in  grace 
That  fcrvith  tmely  without  flouth. 
And  to  avanncid  be  by  troath. 
Tho  gan  thit  knight  and  I  downe  kndta 
Wening  to  dom  wondh*  wele, 
Scing,  O  lord  1  your  grete  mercy 
Us  hath  enriched  ib  opinly 
That  we  deferve  may  nevir  more 
The  leftc  part,  but  evinuore 
With  foule  and  body  tiuely  ferve 
You  and  yovrs  till  that  we  yderve : 
And  to  ther  ladies  there  they  (lode 
Thit  knight,  that  cmoAjB  mUilgmk^ 
Ywent  in  haft,  and  I  alfo  ; 
Joyout  and  glad  werin  we  tho, 
And  al  fo  rich  in  every  thought 
As  he  that  all  hath  and  ought  nought. 
And  them  bciboght  in  humble  wiie 
Us  to  accept  to  ther  fervice. 
And  (hew  us  of  therfrendle  cherei. 
Which  in  ther'trcfure  many  ycrca 
They  keptin  had,  at  to  grete  patse. 
And  told  how  ther  fervauntis  twaioe 
We  were,  would  be,  and  fo  had  ever. 
And  to  the  deth  channgc  wouU  we  ne^ert 
Ne  doe  olTcnce,  ne  thinke  like  ill. 
But  fill  ther  ordinannce  and  will; 
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And  mideimr  othit  §n§»t  and  new. 
Our  old  ferrice  for  to  renew. 
And  wholly  ther*tfor  evimiore 
We  there  hecomc;  whmt  might  we  more? 
And  weU  awautng  thu  in  flovth 
We  made  no  fnk  ne  in  our  troitth, 
Ne  thought  not  do,  I  you  enfure, 
With  oar  will,  whilii  we  may  dure. 

This  fcfon  paft,  againe  aaeve 
Thia  lord  of  the  onene  toke  hia  leve, 
And  faid  he  would  haftcly  retume. 
And  at  godeleifure  there  (bjourae. 
Both  for  his  honour  and  hia  efo, 
Commanndiog  h&  the  knight  to  plefe, 
Andgavo  hia  tetttea  in  papira. 
And  orderit  divers  ofieirs 
And  forth  to  Ihip  the  faadinigfat 
He  went,  and  lone  waa  out  of  fight. 
And  on  the  morowe  when  th*  aire 
Attemprid  was  aad  wondir  folve* 
Eriy  at  rifing  of  the  fun, 
Altir  the  ni^  away  waa  ruB, 
Yplaying  us  on  the  rivi^, 
My  hdy  fpake  of  her  voyage, 
Aodfoad  ihe  madtn  finaUjoumies, 
And  held  her  in  ftiaiiDge  countiihes, 
And  forthwith  to  the  qoeni  went. 
And  ihewed  her  wholly  her  entent. 
And  toke  her  lere  with  chere  weping. 
That  pity  was  to  ft  that  portingi . 
For  to  the  quene  it  was  a  paine. 
As  to  a  martyr  new  yflaine. 
That  for  her  woe,  and  flie  fo  tender. 
Yet  I  wepe  oft  when  1  remembers 
She  offend  there  to  refigne 
To  my  lady  eight  times  or  nine 
Th*  aiUte,  the  yle,  ihortly  to  tell. 
If  it  might  plefo  her  there  to  dwell. 
And  fold,  for  evir  her  linage 
Should  to  my  lady  doe  homage. 
And  hers  be  whole  withouttn  more. 
Ye,  and  all  tkers  for  evkroore. 
Nay,  God  forbid!  my  lady  eft. 
With  many  cunning  word  and  foft, 
Said,  that  evir  fuch  a  thing  flsoold  bene 
That  I  coDfcnt  ibould  that  a  quene 
Of  your  eilate,  and  fo  well  named. 
In  any  wife  ihould  be  attamed. 
But  would  be  faine  with  all  my  hert^ 
What  fo  befell  or  how  me  fmert. 
To  doin  thing  that  you  might  plefo 
In  any  wile  or  be  your  efe, 
And  ktfid  there  and  bad  gode  night. 
For  which  leve  wept  many  a  wight. 
There  might  men  here  my  lady  praifed. 
And  fuch  a  name  of  her  araifod. 
What  of  cunning  and  frendUneffe, 
What  of  beauty  with  gentilnefle. 
And  what  of  glad  and  frendly  cherea 
That  flie  mfid  in  all  heryeres, 
That  wondir  vras  here  every  wight 
To  fay  wed  htm  they  did  ther  might. 
And  with  a  prcs  upon  the  morow 
To  ihip  her  broognt,  and  what  a  forow 


They  made  when  ihe  fronld  undir  foile. 
That  and  ye  wift  ye  #ould  mervaik. 
Forth  goeth  the  ihip,  out  goeth  the  fond. 
And  I  a«  a  wode  man  unbcmd. 
For  doubtfo  be  left  behind  there, 
Into  the  fe  withontin  fere 
Anon  I  ran,  till  with  a  waw 
Afl  fodenly  I  was  oerthraw. 
And  with  the  watir  to  and  fro 
Backward  and  forward  tra%#iled  fo 
That  mind  and  breth  nigh  was  ygone. 
For  gode  ne  harme  ne  knew  I  none. 
Til  at  the  laft  with  hokia  tweine 
Men  of  the  ihip  with  mekil  peine 
To  lave  my  Hfe  did  fudi  travaik 
That  and  ye  m'dk  ye  would  mdrvaile. 
And  in  the  ihip  me-drewe  on  hie. 
And  iaidin  all  that  I  would  die,  « 

And  laid  me  long  downe  by  the  maft. 
And  of  ther  dothis  on  me  caft  ; 
And  there  1  made  my  teiUment, 
And  wift  my  felfe  not  what  I  ment. 
But  when  i  laid  had  what  I  would. 
And  tothe  maft  my  wo  all  told. 
And  tane  my  leve  of  every  wif^t. 
And  dofed  mine  eyea  and  loft  my  fi^t, 
Avifed  to  die  without  more  fpech. 
Or  any  remedy  to  iech 
Or  graci  new,  as  was  grete  aede,! 
My  lady<*f  my  peine  toke  hede. 
And  her  bethought  how  that  for  trouth 
To  fc  me  die  it  were  grete  routh. 
And  to  me  came  in  fobir  wife. 
And  foftlyfaid,  1  pray  you  rife; 
Come  on  with  mc;  1^  be  this  fare  ; 
AU  ihall  be  we] ;  have  ye  no  care ; 
I  will  obey  ye  and  fulfill 
Wholly  in  al  that  fordis  will 
That  you  and  me  not  long  ago 
Aftir  his  lift  eommanndid  fo. 
That  there  againe  noreiiftence 
May  be  withoutin  gret  ofience. 
And  therefore  now  loke  what  1  fay, 
I  am  and  will  be  frendly  aye  ^ 
Rife  up,  behold  this  avauntage, 
I  grauntin  you  in  heritage 
All  peceably  withoutin  ftrive 
During  the  dayia  of  your  live  ; 
And  U  her  af^tlis  in  my  ileve 
One  (he  yput,  and  t^e  her  leve 
In  wordtsfew,  and  fold,  Ood  hele 
He  that  all  made  you  fend,  and  weic ! 
Wherewith  my  paina  all  at  ones 
Tokin  fuch  leve,  that  all  my  bones. 
For  the  new  durenfti  plefounce. 
So  as  they  couth  deftred  to  daunce. 
And  I  as  whole  as  any  wight 
Up  roie  with  joyous  hert  and  lij^t. 
Whole  and  unficke,  right  wek  at  efe,        « 
And  all  forget  had  my  difoic. 
And  to  my  lady  where  ihe  plaid 
I  went  anone,  and  to  her  faid; 
He  that  all  joies  jperlons  to  plefe 
Firft  ordaiaid  with  parfite  efo, 
Ggiuj 
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And  every  plefare  cm  deptrt, 
Send  you,  Madame,  as  large  a  part, 
And  o£hi»g«di8fuch  plenty, 
As  he  has  done  you  of  beauty. 
With  hcle,  and  ail  that  may  be  thought. 
He  fend  you  all  as  he  all  wrought. 
Madame,  (quod  1)  yonrfervaunt  trew 
Have  I  ben  long,  and  yet  will  new, 
Withoutin  chaunge  or  repentaunce 
In  any  wife  or  ▼ariai.>  ce. 
And  fo  will^o,  as  thrive  I  ever. 
For  thing  it  none  that  me  ia  fever 
'J'han  you  to  plefc  how  er  I  fare. 
Mine  hert*s  lady  and  my  welfare. 
My  b'fe,  mine  hele,  my  lech  aUb 
Of  every  thing  that  doth  me  wp,. 
My  helpe  at  nede,  and  my  furcte 
Of  evfery  joy  that  longs  to  me. 
My  fuccours  whole  in  alH  wife 
That  may  be  thought  or  man  devife, 
Vour  grace,  Madame,  fuch  have  I  found, 
Mow  ia  my  n^de,  that. I  am  bound 
To  yoa  for  er,  fo  Chrifl  me  fave, 
for  hele  and  live  of  you  I  have. 
Wherefore  is  rofoun  I  you  fervc 
With  due  obeifaunce  till  I  (lerve. 
And  dcd  and  quicke  be  evir  yours. 
Late,  erly,  and  at  alle  houn. 
Tho  came  my  kdy  fmall  alite. 
And  in  plaine  Englifh  con  coofite, 
In  wordi»fiBw  whole  her  cntent 
She  (hewed  me  there,  and  ^ovr  (ht  ment 
To  me  ward  in  every  wife,        ' 
Wholly  fhe  came  at  ther  devife. 
Without  proQcffe  or  long  travel!. 
Charging  me  to  kcpin  cuuniell, 
As  I  would  to  her  grace  attaine. 
Of  which  commaundement  I  was  faine  ; 
Wherefore  I  paffe  oer  at  this  time. 
For  counfcll  cords  not  wcU  in  rime, 
And  eke  the  oth  that  ( have  fwore 
To  brcke  mc  wercbettir  unbore ; 
Why  ?  for  untrue  for  cvirmorc  • 
I  fiiould  be  hold,  that  ncprmorc 
Of  mc  in  place  ihpuld  be  report 
Thing  that  availe  might,  or  comfort 
To  mewardis  in  any  wife,  .    . 
And  cche  wight  wiDuldin  me  difpife 
In  that  they  couth,  and  me  repreve. 
Which  were  a  thing  fore  for  to  grevc. 
Wherefore  hereof  more  mcncion 
Make  I  not -now  ne  long  fermon. 
But  (hortly  thus  I  me  excufc,     . 
To  rime  a  cQunfcll  I  refufe. 
Sailing  thus  two  day  is  or  thre 
My  lady  towards  her  countre, . 
Qvir  the  wavis  high  and'grene, 
Which  weriu  Ijt^  and  dq>e  betwcne, 
Upon  a  tim^  me  called  and  faid. 
That  of  my  hele  flic  was  well  paid, 
And  of  the  qucni  and  of  the  ylc 
.She  ulkid  with  me  a  long  while. 
And  of  all  thut  (he  thejre  had  fene, 
^d  of  th*  c0ate  ;mu1  of  l!he  quenc. 
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And  of  the  ladies  Dime  by  name, 
Two  houres  or  mo  this  was  her  game, 
Till  at  the  laft  tho  wind  can  rife. 
And  blrw  £o  U&.  and  in  fuch  wife 
The  ihip,  that  every  wight  can  fay 
Madame,  er  eve  be  of  this  day. 
And  God  tofore,  ye  (hall  be  there 
As  ye  would  iainifl  that  ye  were. 
And  dottbtith  not  within  (iie  hours 
Ye  (hall  be  tltere  as  all  it  yoors : 
At  which  wordit  (he  gan  to  fmile. 
And  faid  that  wat  no  longd  while 
That  they  her  fet;  and  up  (he  rofe. 
And  all  abp^t  the  (hip  (he  go(e. 
And  made  gode  cbere  to  evef7.  wight. 
Till  of  the  land  (he  had  a  ()ght,  ^         i 
Of  whiche  fight  glad,  God  it. wot. 
She  was  aba&id  and  abote. 
And  forth  goeth,  (h»rtly  you  to  tell. 
Where  (he  accu^^cncd  .was  to  dwells 
And  recevid  was,  at  gode  right, 
With  joyous  chcrc  and  hert'ss  light. 
And  as  a  glad  new  avinture    . 
Plefaunt  to  cv^ry  croture ; 
With  which  landing  tho  I  invoke. 
And  found  my  chambir  full  of  (moke. 
My  chekis  eke  uot^  the  eret* 
And  all  my  body,^wet  with  teres. 
And  all  fo icblc'.  and  in, fuch  wife 
I  was,  that  unneth  might  I  rife,    - 
So  far  travailid  and  fo  faiat. 
That  neithir  knew  I  kirke  ne  (aint, 
Ne  what  was  what  ne  who  was  virhQ, 
Ne  avifcd  what  way  I  would  go; 
But  by  an  advcnturoua  grace   ■ 
I  rife  and  walkt,  fought  pace  and  pace, 
I'ill  1  ft  winding  dairc  .ytound. 
And  held  the.vice  %y«'in  my  bond. 
And  upward  foftly  6>  can  crepe  •  . 
Till  I  came  where  I  thought  to  (lepc 
More  at  mine  efe,  and  out  of  precc, 
At  my  gode  leifure  and  in  pece. 
Till  fomwhat  I  recomfort  were 
Of  the  travill  and  the  grete  fere 
That  I  endurid  had  before. 
This  wat  my  thought  withoudn  more  j 
And  as  a  wight  witleffe  and  fiunt. 
Without  more  in  a  chambir  paint 
full  of  (lori^M  old  aiid  divert. 
More  than  I  can  at  sow  rcherfe. 
Unto  a  bed  full  fobirh , 
So  at  I  mightin,  full  fouthly. 
Pace  aftir  other,  and  nothing  (aid. 
Till  at  the  laft  dpwne  I  me  laid* 
And  as  my  mind  would  give  me  kve 
All  that  1  dremid  had  that  eve 
Before  that  all  j  can  reherfe. 
Right  as  a  child  at  fchole  his  verfe 
Doth  aftir  that  he  thinketh  to  thrive. 
Right  fo  did  I  for  all  my  live, 
I  thought  to  have  in  xenaembcaunce 
Both  the  paine  and  ckc  the  plcfaimC^ 
The  Dreme  whole  at  it  me  befell,     , 
Which  was  as  ye  hpin  nif  tell  •  . 
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Thus  in  ^y  ihoughtis  M  ( Uy 

That  happy  or  unhappy  daj, 

Nc  wot  I  noty  fo  have  I  bla«e. 

Of  the  two  which  ihuMe  hcfhe  namtt 

Befell  me  fothat  there  a  thought 

B7  proceffe  new  on  ilepe  mc  brought. 

And  me  governed  ib  in  a  while 

That  ones  agaiae  within  the  ^lie 

Me  thought  I  wat,  where  of  the  knight 

.^d  of  the  ladies  I  had  fight, 

Aod  were  aiTemblid  on  a  grcne, 

£othe  knight  and  lady  with  the  quene, 

At  which  afTeinbly  there  Wias  fai4 

How  that  they  aU  ,«ontent  and  paid 

Werin  wholly  a0j^^  that  thing 

That  the  k^ght  there  fhoold  be  the  king. 

And  they  would  ajl  for  fure  witnefic 

Yweddid  be  both  more  and  IcfTe, 

In  rcmembrauBCe^^ithoutin  more, 

Thus  they  confeot  for  cvirmorc. 

And  was  concludid  that  the  knight 

•Bepartin  (hould  t^e  fam^  night, 

And  fortiiwith  tl^ere  toke  hu  voiage 

To  journey  for  h^  marriage. 

And  retomin  with  Cuch  an  hoft 

That  weddid  might  be  left  and  moft : 

This  was  concluded,  written  and  ided. 

That  it  ne  migl^  act  be  repeled         , 

In  DO  wife,  but  continue  firme. 

And  all  (hould  b«  within  a  terme, 

Without  more  excufation,.  *  . 

3oth  feft  and  coronations    . 

This  knight,  which  had  thoeof  thechaige, 

Anon  into  a  littk  barge.         .    .  .  < 

Ybrought  was  late  againil  an  eve. 

Where  of  all  he  ytoke  his  leve, 

^^^bich  barge  was  aa  a  man*is  thought 

Aftir  his  plefure  to  him  brought,    . 

The  qnenc  her  Celfe  accnfiomed  aye 

In  the  iame  barge,  oft  for  to  play. 

It  nedith  neithiir  maft  ne  rothir, 

1  have  not  herd  of  fuch  another, 

Komaiftir  for  the  govirnaunce, 

He(aylidby  thought  and  plefaunce, 

Withoutin  labour  eft  and  wefl, 

Allywasone  calme  <^r  tempeft. 

And  I  went  with  at  1^  requeft. 

And  was  the  firft  praied  to  the  feft. 

^^^  he  came  into  his  countre,    • 

And  paffid  had  the  wavy  ie, 

Jn  an  havin  bothe  depe  and  large 

He  left  his  rich  ^d  noble  barge, 

And  to  the  court,  fliortly  to  t5}. 

He  went  where  he  was  wont  to  dwell, 

And  was  recevid,  as  gode  right,  , 

A>  hcire,  and  for  a  worthy  knight, 

WithaUthcftatisofthelond, 

Which  came  anon  at  his  firft  fond, 

With  glad  fpiriiis  full  of  trouth, 

Loth  to  do  £wlt,  or  with  a  flotith 

5i"*«ttobeinanywife, 

^  richis  was  thcr  old  fcrvifc, 

Jfhich  evir  trew  had  ben  yfond. 

^ith firft  inhabit  WW th^lpnd;. 


And  fo  recevid  thes  ther  king 

That  forgottin  ywas  no  thing 

That  ought  to  be  done  nc  might  plefe, 

Ne  ther  foveraine  lord  do  efe ; 

And  with  them  fo,  -fhortly  to  fay, 

As  they  c/  cuftome  had  done  aye. 

For  fevin  yere  caft  was  and  more. 

The  father,  the  old,  wife,  and  hore, 

King  of  the  laud,  ytoke  his  kvc 

Of  sdl  his  barons  on  an  eve. 

And  told  them  how  his  dayis  paft 

Were  all,  and  com^  was  the  laft. 

And  hart*ily  prayed  *hem  to  remember 

His  fonnd,  which  ypng  was  and  tender. 

That  borne  ywas  thcr  prince  to  be. 

If  he  retume  to  'that  countre 

Might  by  adventure  or  by  grace 

Within  any  fliorte  time  or  ^>ace. 

And  to  be  true  and  frendly  aye. 

As  they  to  him  had  ben  alway  : 

Thus  he  them  prayd  withoutin  more^ 

And  toke  his  leve  for  evirmore. 

Knowin  was  how  tondir  in  age 

This  yonge  prince  a  grete  viage 

Uncouth  and  i^aun|^e,  honours  to  feche, 

Ytoke  in  hond'withhtylfpeche. 

Which  was  to  lekin  a  princes 

That  he  defired  more  than  riches. 

For  her  grete  name  that  flourid  fo 

That  in  tha^  time  tl^ere  was  no  mo 

Of  her  eftate,  ne  fo  well  named. 

For  borne  was  none  that  er  her  blamed. 

Of  which  princes  fomwhat  before 

Here  have  I  fpoke,  and  fome  will  morp. 

So  thus  befell  as  ye  fhall  here ; 

Unto  ther  lord  they  made  fuch  chere 

That  joy  was  there  to  be  prefent 

To  fe  ther  troth  and  how  they  mcnt ; 

So  very  glad  they  were  cch  one 

That  them  ^moug  there  was  no  one 

Whiche  that  defirid  more  riches 

Than  for  ther  lord  fuch  a  princes 

That  they  might  plefe,  and  that  were  faire. 

For  faft  defirid  they  an  hcire. 

And  faid  grete  furety  were  ywis. 

And  as  they  were  fpekin  of  this 

The  prince  himfelfin  him  avifcd. 

And  in  plaine  Engliih  undifguifed 

Them  flicwid  wholy  his  journey. 

And  of  ther  counfeU  can  them  prey, 

And  told  how  he  enfurid  was. 

And  how  lus  day  he  might  not  pafle 

Withoutin  jiffame  andjgrete  blame. 

And  to  him  for  evir  a  ihame ; 

And  of  ther  counfeU  and  avifb 

There  he  prayith  them  once  or.twife. 

And  that  they  would  within  ten  daics 

Avife  and  prdune  him  fuch  waics. 

So  that  it  were  no  difplefaimce, 

Ne  to  this  relme  oer  grete  greivauncc, 

And  that  he  might  have  to  his  feft 

Sixty  thottfand  geftes  at  the  left. 

For  his  intent  within  fhort  while 

Was  to  rctujnc  unto  thi«  ylo    • 
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That  he  came  Iro,  tad  kepe  Ms  day ; 
For  oothinff  would  he  be  away. 
To  coonlaiTe  tho  the  lords  anon 
Into  a  chambir  everychone 
Togithir  went,  them  to  devife 
How  they  might  heft  and  in  what  wift 
Purrey  for  their  iord*u  plefaunce. 
And  the  relm*is  contiDaance 
Of  honor,  which  in  it  before 
Had  continuid  evirmore  : 
So  at  the  Uft  they  found  the  waies. 
How  that  within  the  neit  ten  daies 
All  might  with  paine  and  diligence 
Be  done,  and  caft  what  the  dUpence 
Might  draw,  and,  in  conclofion, 
Made  for  ecfa  thing  provifion. 
When  this  was  done,  wholly  tolbre 
The  prince  the  lordu  all  before 
Come,  and  ihewid  what  they  had  done. 
And  how  they  couth  by  no  refon 
Findin  that  within  the  ten  daies 
He  might  departin  by  no  waies. 
But  would  be  fiftene  at  the  left 
Or  he  retumc  might  to  his  feft  t 
And  (hewed  him  erery  refon  why 
It  might  not  be  fo  haftily 
As  he  deftrid,  ne  his  day 
He  might  not  kepc  by  no  way, 
"Sot  divers  caufis  wondir  grete ; 
Which  when  he  herd  in  ntch  an  hete 
He  fell  for  forow,  and  was  feke. 
Still  in  his  bed  whold  that  weke. 
And  nigh  the  tothir  for  the  Ihame, 
And  for  the  doubt  and  for  the  blame 
That  mightin  on  him  be  aret. 
And  oft  upon  his  breft  he  bet. 
And  faid,  Alas !  mine  honour  for  aye 
Have  I  here  loft  clenely  this  day ; 
Ded  would  I  be ;  alas !  my  name 
Shall  aye  be  more  henceforth  in  fliame, 
And  I  diihonoured  and  repreved. 
And  ncvir  more  ftiall  be  bekved : 
And  made  fwich  forow,  that  in  tronth 
Him  to  behold  it  was  grete  routh ; 
And  fo  endured  the  dayes  fiftene. 
Till  that  the  lords  on  an  even 
Him  come  and  told  they  redy  were. 
And  Ihewid  in  few  wordis  there 
How  and  what  wife  they  had  purveyed 
For  his  eftate,  and  to  him  faid 
That  twenty  thoufand  knights  of  name, 
And  fourty  thoufand  without  blame. 
All  come  of  noble  ligine, 
Togtdir  in  a  compane, 
Were  lodgid  on  a  river's  fide. 
Him  and  his  plefnre  there  t'abide. 
The  prince  tho  for  joy  up  arofe. 
And  where  they  lodgid  were  he  goel 
Withoutin  more  that  fami  night. 
And  thefc  his  fbppir  made  to  dighf. 
And  with  them  bode  till  it  was  dey, 
And  forthwith  to  take  his  journey, 
living  the  ftreight,  holding  the  large, 
Till  he  came  to  his  noble  barge; 


And  when  this  priilce,  dris  hftk  kiighl^- 
With  his  peplemarmis  bright 
Wat  comin  where  he  thought  to  pts, 
And  knew  well  none  abiding  was 
Behind,  hot  all  were  there  prefent. 
Forthwith  anon  all  his  intent 
He  told  them  there,  and  made  his  crifli 
Thorough  his  hofti  that  day  twife, 
Commaundiag  every  livis  vright 
There  being  preient  in  his  fi^ 
To  be  the*  morow<m  the  rivage. 
Where  he  begin  would  his  viage« 
The  morow  come,  the  cry  was  kept, 
But  few  was  there  that  night  that  flept. 
But  trufled  and  purveid  for  the  morow. 
For  fauk  of  fliips  was  all  ther  ibrrow. 
For  fave  the  barge  and  othir  two 
Of  ihippis  ther  faw  I  no  mo  : 
Thus  m  ther  donbtis  as  they  ftode. 
Waxing  the  fe,  comming  the  flode. 
Was  cried,  To  (hip  goe  every  wight, 
Then  was  but  hie  toat  hie  him  might; 
And  to  the  barge  me  thought  echone 
They  went«  without  was  left  not  one, 
Ne  horfe  ne  male,  trufle  ne  baggage. 
Salad  ne  fpere,  gardbrace  ne  page, 
But  was  lodgid,  and  rome  ynoi^  $ 
At  which  fliipping  me  thought  I  lough^ 
And  gan  to  marvaile  in  my  thonght 
How  evir  fuch  a  fliip  was  wrought. 
For  what  peple  that  can  enerefe, 
Ne  ner  to  thicke  might  be  the  prefe. 
But  all  had  rom^  at  ther  will. 
There  was  not  one  was  lodrid  ill ; 
For  as  I  trowe  my  feHe  the  Uft 
Was  one,  and  lodgid  by  the  maft. 
And  where  I  loked  1  Uw  fuch  rome 
As  all  were  lodgid  in  a  towne. 
Forth  goth  the  fliip,  faid  was  the  erede. 
And  on  ther  knees  for  ther  gode^jpede 
Downe  knelid  every  wight  a  while. 
And  prayid  fsft  that  to  the  yle 
They  mightin  comin  in  fafety. 
The  prince  and  all  the  company. 
With  worfliip  and  withoutin  blame, 
Of  difdaundir  of  his  gode  name. 
Of  the  promife  he  flionld  retoume. 
Within  the  time  he  did  fojoume. 
In  his  londd  biding  hit  hoft. 
This  was  ther  prayir  left  and  moft  ; 
To  kepe  the  day  it  rtupn  not  ben 
That  he*  appointid  had  vrith  the  queue 
To  retumin  withoutin  flouth. 
And  fo  aflurid  had  his  trouth. 
For  which  default  diis  prince,  this  knight. 
During  the  tame  flept  not  a  night. 
Such  was  his  wo  and  hit  dilefe. 
For  doubt  he  fliould  the  queue  difpleft. 
Forth  goith  the  ftiip  vrith  fuch  fp«de 
Right  at  the  prince  for  his  gtete  nede 
Defirin  v^ould  after  his  thoi^;ht. 
Till  it  unto  the  yle  him  brouglit. 
Where  all  in  haft  upon  the  fiuid 
He  and  his  peple  take  the  laoi 
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With  hertli  glad  and  di^  li|^ 
Wening  to  hf  ta  fcevoi  that  titght ; 
But  or  they  paffid  hod  a  while, 
EntriDg  io  towardia  that  yle,  r 

AU  dad  in  blacke,  with  chm  piteoos, 
A  lady  which  ner  di^ptteopa 
Had  be  in  all  her  life  tofore 
With  fory  chcre  and  hert  to  tore 
Unto  thia  prince  where  he  gan  ride 
Ycomc  and  find.  Abide,  amde. 
And  have  no  haft,  bat  faft  retowne. 
No  rcfon  u  ye  here  fbjotime. 
For  your  untreth  hath  ns  di£uried ; 
Wo  worth  the  time  we  at  allied 
With  Tou,  that  are  fo  ibne  nntrew  | 
Alaa  the  ^y  that  we  you  knew ! 
Alaa  the  time  that  ye  were  bore  I 
For  all  thia  lond  by  you  it  lore ; 
Accurfed  be  he  you  hidir  brought ! 
For  all  our  joy  it  turnd  to  nought ;    • 
Your  acquaintance  we  may  camplaine, 
Which  it  the  caufe  of  all  our  paine. 
Alaa !  Madame,  quod  tho  thit  knight. 
And  with  that  from  hit  horfe  he  hght. 
With  colour  pale  and  chcldt  lene, 
Alat '  what  it  thit  for  to  mcne  ? 
What  have  ve  faid  ?  why  be  jre  vrroth  } 
Tou  to  difplefe  1  would  be  loth  s 
Knowe  ye  not  full  well  the  promefic 
Which  I  made  have  to  your  princeiTe, 
Which  to  perfourme  it  mine  intent. 
So  mote  I  fpede  at  I  have  ment, 
And  at  I  am  her  very  trew, 
Withoutin  change  or  thoughtit  new, 
And  al  fo  folly  her  fervand 
At  creature  or  man  livaod 
May  be  to  lady  or  princefle, 
For  (he  mine  heven  and  whole  richefle 
It,  and  the  lady  of  mine  hele, 
My  worldit  joy  and  all  mywele. 
What  may  thit  be,  whence  comi  thit  fpech  } 
Tell  me,  Madame,  I  you  beiech, 
For  fith  the  firft  of  my  living 
Wat  I  fo  ferefull  of  nothing 
At  I  am  now  to  here  you  (pekc. 
For  doubt  I  fele  mine  hert  to  breke : 
Say  on,  Madame,  tell  me  your  will  \ 
The  renmaunt  it  it  gode  or  ill  ? 
Alat  (quod  ihe)  thnt  ye  were  bore ! 
For  for  your  love  thit  hod  it  lore ; 
The  queue  it  ded,  and  that  it  ruth. 
For  forow  of  your  gret  untruth : 
Of  two  partet  of  the  lufty  rout 
Of  ladies  that  were  there  about. 
That  woot  werin  to  talk  and  plaj, 
Now  are  thei  ded  and  dene  away, 
And  undir  earth  tane  lodging  newe  ; 
Alat  that  er  ye  vrcre  untrew  i 
For  when  the  time  ye  fet  waa  paft 
The  queot  take  couafaile  ibne  in  haft 
What  wat  to  doe,  and  £ud  Crete  blame 
Your  acquainuuoce  caufewould  and  fliame. 
And  the  ladiet  of  ther  ftviic 
Frayid,  for  ncdc  yraa  to  be  wiie. 


In  efchevring  talit  and  fimg^ 

That  by  them  makin  wooUr  ill  toogt, 

And  icy  they  were  lightly  conqneft. 

And  prayid  to  a  pord  feft. 

And  fouly  had  ther  worihip  weved. 

When  fo  unwifely  they  conceived 

Ther  riche  trefour  and  ther  hdc, 

Ther  iamout  name  and  ther  wele 

To  put  in  fuch  an  svinture. 

Of  which  the  fdauadir  eveir  dare 

Wat  like,  without  helpe  of  appele. 

Wherefore  they  nede  had  of  counfi^lo,. 

For  every  wight  of  them  would  lay, 

Ther  dofid  yle  an  opin  tray 

Wat  become  to  eviry  wight. 

And  well  apprevid  by  a  knight. 

Which  he,  alat !  without  payfaunco 

Had  fone  achevid  th'  obeifance : 

All  thit  was  moved  at  couniell  thrife. 

And  wat  concludid  daily  twife. 

That  bet  wat  die  withoutin  blame 

Than  lofe  the  riches  of  ther  name; 

Wherefore  the  deth'is  acquaintance 

They  cheie,  and  left  have  ther  plefaunce. 

For  doubt  to  livin  at  reproved. 

In  that  they  you  io  fone  bdeved, 

And  made  ther  othea  with  one  accord. 

That  cte  ne  dnnke,  ne  fpeke  o  word. 

They  ihould  nevir,  btit  er  weping 

Bide  in  a  place  without  parting. 

And  ufe  ther  dayit  in  penaunce. 

Without  deiire  of  allegeaunce. 

Of  which  the  truth  anon  con  preve ; 

For  why  ?  the  queue  forthwith  her  Icve 

Toke  at  them  all  that  were  prelent. 

Of  her  dcfautt  fully  repent. 

And  dyid  there  withoutin  more, 

Thut  are  v.  e  loft  for  evirmore ; 

What  fliould  I  more  hereof  reherfe  I 

Comin  within,  come  fc  her  herfe 

Where  ye  (hail  fe  the  piteous  fight 

That  er  yet  wat  (hewin  to  knight. 

For  ye  (hall  fein  ladiet  ftond 

£ch  with  a  grcte  rod  in  her  bond, 

Yclad  in  black  with  vifage  white, 

Rcdy  ech  othir  for  to  ihiite ; 

If  any  be  that  will  not  wepe. 

Or  who  that  maket  counte*nance  to  (lepe. 

They  be  fo  bet,  that  all  fo  blew 

They  be  at  cloth  that  died  it  new. 

Such  is  ther  parfite  repentance. 

And  thut  they  kepe  ther  ordinance. 

And  will  do  evir  to  the  deth,  » 

While  them  endurit  any  breth. 

Thit  knight  tho  in  his  armis  twaine 
Thit  lady  toke,  and  gan  her  faine, 
Alat  my  birth  !  wo  worth  my  life ! 
And  even  with  that  he  drew  a  knife. 
And  thorough  gown,  doubter,  and  (hert. 
He  made  the  blode  come  from  his  hert,. 
And  fet  him  doune  upon  the  grene, 
And  full  repent  dofid  his  ene,       * 
Andiave  that  ones  he  drew  hit  breth- 
Without  more  thut  be  toke  hit  dcth } 
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^or  which^  caoTe  thjc  luHyhoft, 

.Which  in  a.batuilc  on  the  coft' 

At  once  for  f9trarw  iuch  a  cry 

Can  rere  throw  the  company. 

That  to  the  Vc^cn^erd  was  the  fowHe, 

And  undir  th*.erth  als.fer  adotwnei 

That  wildd  beftisfoof  lbei<;re  .  . 

So  fodainly  afrayid  ;wiere. 

That  for  the  doubt  w)iile^«hey  might  dure 

They  ran,  as  of  thieir.liTcs  unfBre 

From  the  wodis  unto  the  plaine, 

And  from  V4lleys.the  high  niountaine 

They  fougl\ti  Md^raa  as  beftis  blind 

That  dene  forgottin  had  ther  kind. 

This  wo  not  c^ed,  to  counCule  went 

.Thefe  lordis,  and  for  that  lady  fent. 

And  of  avife  what  was  to  done 

They  her  be  fought  (he  fay  would  fone. 

Weping  fuUibre,  all  clad  in  blake. 

This  lady  foftly  to  them  fpake. 

And  faid.  My  Lordis,  by  my  trouth 

This  roifchefe  it  is  of  your  llouth. 

And  if  ye  had  that  judge  would  right 

A  prince  that  were  a  very  knight. 

Ye  that  ben  of  eftate  echone 

Die  for  his  fault  (bould  one  and  one ; 

And  if  he  hold  had  the  promefle. 

And  done  that  longcs  to  gentilnefle. 

And  fulfilled  the  priiKes  beheft. 

This  hailie  farme  had  ben  a  icfi. 

And  now  is  unrecoverable. 

And  us  a  flaundir  aye  durable. 

Wherefore  I  fay«  as  of  counfaile 

In  me  is  nqne  that  may  availe. 

But  if  ye  lift  for  remembraunce 

Purvey  and  make  fuch  ordinaunce 

That  the  quene  whiche  that  was  fo  mcke, 

With  all  htr  women  dede  or  fcke. 

Might  in  yo^  land  a  chappill  have, . 

With  fome  remembraunce  of  her  grave. 

Shewing  her  end  with  the  pity 

In  fome  notabje  old  city. 

And  nigh  unto  ah  highe  way. 

Where  every  wight  might  for  her  pray. 

And  for  all  hers  that  have  been  trew : 

And  even  with  that  fhe  changid  hew. 

And  twife  wiihid  after  the  deth. 

And  fight,  and  thus  pafiid  her  breth. 

Then  faid  the  lordis  of  the  hoil. 

And  fo  concludid  IcA  and  moft. 

That  they  would  in  houfis  of  thacke 

Ther  livis  ledc,  and  were  but  blacke. 

And  forfako  all  ther  plefaunces. 

And  turne  all  joy  to  penaunces. 

And  ber^  the  ded  prince  to  the  barge. 

And  namid  them  fliould  have  the  charge ; 

And  to  the  herfe  where  lay  the  quetie 

The  remiiaunt  went  and  doune  on  kneae. 

Holding  ther  bonds,  on  high  con  crie, 

Mercy,  mercy .  ev^rich  thrie. 

And  curfed  the  time  that  evir  ilouth 

Should  hoKC  frche  mafiirdome  of  trouth. 

And  to  the  barge  a  bnge  mile  .    . 

They  bare  her  forth,  aud  ia  a  whik 


Allc  the  ladies  one  and  one 

By  companies  were  brought  cdioiic^ 

And  paft  the  ic  and  toke  the  land. 

And  in  new  herfis  on  a  fand. 

Put  and  brofoglit  wcrin  aQ  anon 

Unto  a  city  dofed  with  ftone, 

Where  it  yhad  ben  ufid  aye 

The  kipjgis  of  the  land  to  lay. 

After  they  raignid  in  honours. 

And  writ  was  which  were  conqueroars. 

In  an  abbey  qf  noaais  blake^ 

Which  accuflomid  were  to  wake. 

And  of  ufage  i;^ie  ech  a  sight 

To  pray  for  every  Itvio  wight : 

And  fo  befella^at  if  the  guife, 

Ordeint  and  laid  was  the  fervife 

Of  the  prince  and  dtt  pf  the  qucnc 

So  devoutly  as  might  yl>en. 

And  afcir  that  about  the! herles 

Full  many  orifoas  jdud  Terfes 

Withoutin^jiOteiiU  kertily 

Said  were,  and  that  full  ioftily 

That  all  the  night  till  it  was  day 

The  peple  Jiaihe  cbnrch  coo  pray 

Unto  the  holy  Tcinitie 

Of  thofe  fouHs  to  have  pitie.    . 

And  when  the  night  yiiaft  and  ronoe 
Was,  and  the  new^  day  begonae. 
The  yong  morow  with  .ray  is  red. 
Which  from  theipnne  oq*  all  con  fprcd, 
Atempirid  c^re  was  and  fsire. 
And  made  a  tyme  of  whoUbnic  aire, 
Befell  a  wondir  cafe  and  ftrange 
Among  the  peple,  and  gan  change 
Sone  the  word  and  every  wo 
Unto  a  joy,  and  fome  to  two( 
A  bird  all  fedrid  blew  and  greae. 
With  bright  rayis  like  gold  betweoe, 
As  (mall  thrcd  ovir  every  joynt. 
All  full  of  colour  ilrange  and  coint. 
Uncouth,  and  wondirfidl  to  fight» 
Upon  the  quen*is  herfe  con  light. 
And  fong  full  low  and  foftily 
Thre  fongis  in  her  harmony, 
Unlettid  of  ev^ry  wight. 
Til  at  the  laft  an  agtd  knight. 
Which  femid  a  nun  in  grete  thought, 
Like  as  he  fct  all  thing  at  nought. 
With  vifage  and  ein  al  f orwcpt. 
And  pale,  as  a  man  ^qng  nnilept; 
By  the  herfis  as  he  yftode 
With  hafty  hondling  of  his  bode 
Unto  a  prince  that  by  him  paft 
Ymade  the  bridde  ibmwhat  agai^. 
Wherefore  ihe  rofe  and  kft  her  fong. 
And  departed  from  us  among. 
And  fpred  her  wingis  for  to  pafle 
By  the  place  where  he  entrid  was. 
And  in  his  hail,  ihortly  to  telU 
Him  hurt,  that!  badceward  dowoe  he  fell 
From  a  window  richly  ypetnt 
Vvith  lives  of  nnny  divers  feint. 
And  bet  his  wingis  aad  bled  faft. 
And  of  tlie  hurt  th^t  died  and  paft» 
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Abd  lay  tKv«  w<n  an  libnr  ind  ihorei 
Till  at  the  laft  of  briddes  a  fcore 
Come  and  aflemblid  at  the  pla^e 
Where  the  wi|ido>w  ybrokin  was. 
And  made  fwiche  wamentacioon  > 
That  pity  was  to  here  the  foun,. 
And  the  warblis  of  ther  thcotis '    •'!'-•• 
And  the  complaint  of  ther  notis. 
Which  from  joy  dene  ywat  reverfed ; 
And  of  them  one  the  glas  foac  peHcd,       -  ^ 
And  in  his  bdke  of  colours  nine    '. 
An  herbe  he  brought  flourekfTc^  all  •greas^' 
All  fiiU  of  fmall  levis  and  pkine,  >:..-.    .    . 
Swart,  and  long  with  many  a  Tstiae,  .  . 
And  where  his  fellow  lay  dus  dede  ->. 
This  herbe  he  down  bid  by  his  hede^  - 
And  drcffid  it  full  foftily, 
And  hong  hb  hed  and  ftode  thereby, 
Which  herb  in  le^  thin  half  an  houre 
Gan  oer  all  knit,  and  aftir  flonre 
Full  ont,  and  wexin  ripe  the  lede»    • . 
And  right  as  one  ano|jktr  fede-  '     - 

Would,  in  his  beke  he  toke  the  gratntf. 
And  in  his  fellowes  bidk»certalne  *^ 
It  put,  and  thus  withiitthe  third  ' . . 
Up  ftode  and  prunid  him  the  bivd  - . 
WhichdedhadbelnaUourfiritt,  ^   ^ 
And  both  togithir  forth  ther  u^ht  > 
Toke,  fing^e  from  us^  and  ther  leve 
Was  none  diuurb  .*hcsn  woold  oe  grefe«- 
And  when  they  partid  were  and  gone  > 
Th*  abbefle  the  f^^dia  fone  echnne 
Gathirid  had,and  inher  hand 
The  herbe  ihe  toke^^wcU  aviland  ■     .  . 
The  kfe,  the  fede,  the  ftalke,  the  flonre, 
And  iCud  it  had  a  gode  fiivour, 
And  was  no  (SprnwoAxa  herb  to  find. 
And  well  approved  of  uncouth  kinds 
And  than  othir  more  vertuoufe ; 
Who  fo  have  it  might  for  to  ufe 
In  his  nede  flowre,  or  lefe,  or  graoie^ 
Of  ther  hele  might  ybe  ccrtaine ; 
And  laid  it  downe  upon  the  herle 
Where  lay  the  quene,  and  gan  r^htrie 
Echone  to*  othir  that  they  had  iimc ;  '    o 
And  taling  thos  the  fode  wea  grene, .  . 
And  on  the  drie  .hcrfe  gan  to  l^ringi 
Which  me  thought  wasawondvoua.thing, 
And  aftir  that  floure  and  new  iedc^ 
Of  which  the  peple  all  toke  hede, 
And  faid  it,  wM  fotlie  grete  mirack; 
Or  medicine  fine  more*  than  triaiflek    v. 
And  were  well  done  there  to  aflay 
If  it  might  efe  in  any  way 
The  coHis,  which  with  torch^  light  % 
They  wakid  had  there  all  that  night : 
Some  did  the  lordia  their  conieat. 
And  all  the  pepk'  therf  to  content 
With  eJSe  words  and  Htil  fare, 
And  made  the  ^enls  Yifage  barei 
Which  fliewid  was  to.ali  about,  i 

Wherefore  in  fwone  fell  .whole  the  r6«t, 
And  were  fo  fory  moft  andJcil 
That  long  of  weptng  they  not  ceft,     « 


For  of  ther  lord  the  remembratin^e 
Unto  them  waa  fuch  difpleikntice 
That  for  to  live  they  called  a  pafai6, 
So  were  they  Tcry  true  and  phdne. 
And  after  this  the  gode  abbelTe 
Of  the  gratne  gan  tochefe  and  dreife 
Thre,  with  her  fingirs  dene  ant)  (taukv^' 
And  in  the  quep'Is  mouth  by  tale 
One  aftir  othir  efily 
She  put  'hem  and  full  conntngly,' ' 
Which  ihewid  fen*  fuch  Tertue 
That  previd  was  the  medi*cne  trtte. 
For  with  a  finiling  counthiaunce    '   ' 
The  quene  uprofe,  andof  ufannce, 
As  ihe  was  wont  to  every  wi^t , 
She  made  gode  chore,  for  whkbe  fight 
The  peple  kndtng  fM  tbejtontt 
fbongbt  tbeyimbeven  9ert  Joule  and*  htiu$i 
And  to  the  prince  where  he  ylay 
They  went  to  make  the  fame  aflay. 
And  when  the  quene  it  undirftode. 
And  how  the  medicine  was  g^e. 
She  preyid  ihe  might  have  the  graines 
To  relevin  hen  firom  the  ptines 
Which  ihe  and  he  had  both  endured. 
And  to  him  went  and  fo  him  enrdd, 
That  fireight  within  aU^  f^t 
JLuily  and  frefhson  live  he  was, ' 
And  in  gode  hele,  and  whole  of  tptdi. 
And  lough,  and  dliid,  Orameity^  lech ! 
For  which  the  joy  throughout  the  town 
So  gret  was  that  the  belhs  fown 
Afraied  the  peple  a  joumay 
About  the  dtie  every  way. 
And  come  and  afrid  catefe  and  why 
They  rongin  were  ib  ftatily  ? 
And  aftir  that  the  quene  th*  abbefle. 
Made  diligence  or  they  would  ceiTe, 
Such  that  of  ladies  fone  a  rout 
Sewing  the  quene  was  all  about. 
And  called  by  name  echone  and  told. 
Was  none  forgettin  young  ne  old ; 
There  mightin  men  fe  joyis  new 
When  the  medicine  fine  and  trew 
Thus  reftorid  had  every  wight. 
So  well  the  quend  as  the  knight, 
Unto  full  perfit  joy  and  hele. 
That  fleting  they  were  in  fuch  wde 
As  folke  that  wouldin  in  no  wile 
Deiire  more  parfit  paradife. 
And  thus  when  paffed  was  the  Ibrow, 
With  mikil  joye  fone  on  the  morow 
The  king,  the  quene,  and  every  lord. 
With  all  die  ladicf,  by*  one  accord 
Heldc  a  general!  aflembly  : 
Gret  cry  was  made  through  the  countryy 
The  which  af^r  as  ther  intent 
Was  tumid  to  a  parliament. 
Where  was  ordainki  and  avifed 
Ev^ry  thing  and  wel  devifed 
That  plefiu  might  to  moft  and  leil. 
And  there  conclttdid  was  the  feft 
Within  the  yie  for  to  behold 
With  full  confcnt  of  young  and  old, 
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All  in  the  (ame  wifif  ••  befo^» 

At  thing  ihould  he  wtthoottn  taorCf 

And  thci  (hippjd  and  thithir  wentf 

And  into  ftraung^  rclmia  ficot* 

To  kingifl,  queoet,  and  duchefles. 

To  divers  priacn  and  priiic<flei» 

Of  ther  linai^,  and  can  them  pray 

That  it  might  like  them  at  that  day 

Of  mariage,  for  ther  difport. 

Come  fe  the  vie  and  th<m  dirport» 

Where  ihould  be  joudH  and  tumaitt. 

And  armis  donp  in  ottm  wakt, 

Signifying  ocr  all  the  day 

Aftir  Aprilis  within  May, 

And  was  avifed  th^it  ladiet  tweioe* 

Of  gode  eftace  an4  well  befeiAe* 

With  certaine  knightis  and  ft^uieri^ 

And  of  the  oiieo^i*  officen. 

In  mannir  of  an  emhatfade^ 

With  certain  Icttjraclofrd  and  madct 

Should  take  the  harg^  and  depart. 

And  feke  ray  lady  every  part 

Till  they  her  found  far  any  tbiof 

Both  chargid  have  the  qocne  and  hiaf^ 

And  at  ther  Ms  and  jnaiAf et 

Her  to  befeke  o/[  mitUita 

At  the  day  there  Tot.  to  yhen. 

And  oft  her  recompnannd  the  qveOTt 

And  prayis  for  all  tovpt  to  haft» 

For  but  file  come  all  fyjoU  be  W9St$ 

And  the  fe0  bot  a  bulineffe 

Withoutin  joy  or  Iwftinefle, 

And  toke  them  tokini ,  and  gode  fpede 

Praid  Ood  fend  'hem  aftir  ther  nede. 

Forth  went  the  Ifidie*  and  the  knights, 

And  were  out  fourtene  daies  and  nightt, 

And  brought  my  lady  in  ther  bargr. 

And  had  well  fped  and  daoe  ther  chai^ge ; 

Whereof  the  quene  fo  herti*ly  elad 

Was,  that  in  foth  Cucli  joy  fiie  ha<l, 

When  that  the  fliip  approchid  loud 

That  (he  my  lady  on  the  finid 

^et,  and  in  armis  fo  conftraine. 

That  wondlr  was  behold  them  tw^hte^ 

Which  to  my  dome  dunng  twelve kn^«tf 

]^kithir  for  hete  n^  watrj  fltoiurea 

Departid  not  no  company 

Saving  themfelfe,bQt  none  themhf, 

J^ut  gave  them  layfiittr  at  thier  eib 

To  reheriln  joy  and  difefe 

Aftir  the  plefure  and  coun^it 

Of  ther  young  and  tendis  agit ; 

And  afcir  with  many  a  knight    . 

Brought  thei  were  whJere  as  for  that  lAgfai 

They  partid  not,  for  ro  ple(annce 

Content  yfat  hert  and  countinaunce 

Both  of  the  queue  and  my  mailbeffc,' 

This  was  that  night  ther  bufimefXe ; 

And  on  the  morow  with  huge  rowt 

This  prince  of  lordis  him  abont 

Come,  and  untq  my  lady  faid, 

Of  her  conmiing  glad  and  well  paid 

He  was,  and  full  right  ooniiingly 

Her  thankid  aa^d  fi^  hcrtily. 


And  lough  and  finikd,  and  raid,  YwSf  «' 
That  was  in  doubt  in  fiifety  is ; 
And  commanndid  do  diligence. 
And  fpare  for  neithir  gold  n^  fptnce. 
Bat  make  redy,  for  on  the  mor«tr 
Yweddid,  with  Saint  John  to  borow. 
He  would  ybe  withnntin  ntoie. 
And  let  them  wite  thia  left  and  more. 
The  morow  coniey«nd  tkrfervice 
Of  manage  in  foch  a  vrife 
Yfaid  vrat,  that  with  more  hoa«v 
Was  nevirpriaoe  ne  conqseroiur 
Ywcdde,  ne  with  fitch  company 
Of  geatilnefle  in  diivalry, 
Ne  of  ladiet  fo  gretd  root% 
Ne  fo  befeen  aa  all  abovta 
They  werin  there,  I  ccrtifie 
Yon  on  my  life,  wltfaontin  Ue^ 

And  the  feft  hold  wat  in  tentit^ 
As  td  tell  you  mine  entent  it^ 
tn  a  romein  a  largil  plaine, 
Undir  a  wode  in  a  champainc* 
Betwixt  a  riidr  and  a  vi^tl. 
Where  nevir  had  abbay  ndTell 
Yben,  ne  kirke,  honie,  ne  village 
In  time  of  any  irian^ii  age, 
And  dnrid  thre  moofitht  the  Isft 
In  one  efbate,  and  nevir  cell 
From  eriy  rifing  of  the  fdnne 
Till  the  day  fpeiltt  wti  and  yroone 
In  jofiing,  danncing,  hiftinefft, 
And  all  that  fown^d  to  geociliMfie. 

And  as  me  thought  the  fecood  morow. 
Whan  endid  was  fill  old^  ibrow, 
And  in  furety  eviry  wagiM 
Had  with  his  lady  (lept  a  night. 
The  prince,  the  qnene,  and  aU  the  reft^ 
Unto  my  lady  made  reqneft. 
And  her  befovght  oftinand  praied 
To  mewardes  to  be  well  apaied. 
And  confidir  mine  old^  troath. 
And  on  my  painishai^n  routh. 
And  me  accept  to  bel-  fervilb 
In  fnch  fdrm^^  In  fuch  wife 
That  we  both'  mi||iitin  be  as  out  ^ 
Thus  praied  the  qaei|e  add  evnrichaM  i 
And  for  there  (hovid  ne  be  no  my 
They  ftintin  jo(bn|«aU»day 
Tx^  pray  my  lady,  and  requevii 
To  be  content  and  out  fit  Icte,' 
An<i  vrith  gode  hert  maike  frendky  cbiere; 
And  find  it  wasa  hi^pj^'y  yetfe; 

^  which  fife  fitilllt^,  aiKl  iaid,  Ywi# 
.  row  well  he  my  fervaunt  H^ 
And  wonl((  my  welfare,  m  I  tn^t 
So  would  t  his,  1^  v^ld  he  wift 
How  and  I  knew^  thtt  hit  troothi 
Continue  would  ^ithoiftiii  KoodiV 
And  be  flich  u  ye  hepe  report; 
Reftraininfbotn  eomge  and  fpor^' 
f  couth  conlenit  at  ^oMr  rcqusft 
To  be  yntimid  of  yomr  left. 
And  domaCUir  your  olannce  ' 
In  •beying  oCyoitf  pleftmnoe ; 
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At  your  reqneft  this  I  confenty 

To  pleiixi  70a  in  your  entent. 

And  eke  the  fov^nine  above, 

Coounandid  hath  me  for  to  love. 

And  before  othir  him  prefer, 

Agatnft  which  prince  may  be  no  wer. 

For  his  powir  ovir  all  raigneth. 

That  othir  would  for  nought  him  paineth ; 

And  iith  his  will  and  yours  is  one 

Contrary  in  me  ihall  be  none : 

Tho  (a&  me  thoughtio)  the  promeife 

Of  marriage  before  the  mefe 

Dcfirid  was  of  eTcry  wight 

To  be  madin  the  fame  night. 

To  put  away  all  manir  doubts 

Of  eTcry  wight  thereabouts ; 

And  fo  was  do  :  and  on  the  morow. 

When  every  thought  and  every  forrow 

Diflod^d  was  out  of  mine  hert. 

With  every  wo  and  every  fmert, 

Unto  a  tent  prince  and  princes 

Me  thought  brought  me  and  my  maiftres^ 

And  faid  we  werin  at  fall  age 

There  to  conclude  our  marriage. 

With  ladies,  knightis,  and  fquiers, 

And  a  gret  hoft  of  minifters. 

With  inftiHmientsand  fonnes  diverfe. 

That  long  werin  here  to  rdierfe; 

Which  tent  was  church  parofhiall, 

Ordaint  was  in  efoeciall 

For  the  feft  and  ^r  the  iacre. 

Where  archbiihop  and  archdiacre 

Tfongin  full  out  the  fervife 

Aftir  the  cnHome  and  the  guife 

And  holie  chorch*is  ordinaaoce ; 

And  aftir  that  to  dine  and  daunoe 

Brought  were  we,  and  to  divers  plates^ 

And  for  our  fpedi  ech  wight  pndes, 

And  merry  was  both  moft  and  left. 

And  iaid  amendid  was  die  fed. 

And  were  right  glad  lady  and  lord 

Of  the  marriage  and  th*^  accord, 

And  wiihid  us  hert'is  plefaance, 

In  ioy  and  hek  contsBuaonoe, 

And  to  the  minilrils  made  reqnaft 

That  in  encreiiog  of  the  £sft 

They  wouldin  touchin  ther  cof£8» 

And  with  fome  new  joyeux  accordis 

Ymove  the  peple  to  gladnelTe, 

And  praidin  of  all  gentilncfle 

Ech  to  painin  them  for  the  day 

To  (hew  his  conning  and  his  play  r 

Tho  began  fownii  mervelous, 

Entuoid  with  accords  joyous. 

Round  about  and  in  i^  the  teoti. 

With  thoufandisof  inftruments. 

That  every  wight  to  daunct  thempoiiied; 

To  be  mcnry  was  none  that  fayoed ; 

Which  fowne  me  ttvnblid  in  my  flq>e. 

That  fro  my  bed  anonc  I  lepe, 

Wening  to  have  be  at  the  feft. 

But  wfhisn  I  vroke  sll  vras  y&ft. 

For  there  n'as  lady  ae  creture, 

Sftve  on  the  wals  old  portniteur 

Of  hoHinen,  haukis,  and  houndis» 

And  hurt  dere  all  fall  of  woundis^ 


Some  like  bittin,  fome  hurt  with  (hot. 
And  as  my  dreme  femed  that  was  not. 
And  when  I  wake  and  knew  the  trouth, 
And  ye  had  feen,  of  very  routh 
I  trow  ye  would  have  wept  a  weke. 
For  nevir  man  yet  halfe  fo  feke 
Iwent  efcapid  with  the  life. 
And  was  for  fault  that  fword  ne  knife 
I  find  ne  might  my  life  t!  abridge^ 
Ne  thing  that  kervid  ne  had  edge. 
Wherewith  I  might  my  wofull  pains 
Have  voidid  with  bleding  of  vains. 
Lo,  here  my  bliffe !  lo,  here  my  paine  I 
Which  to  my  lady*  I  do  complaiae. 
And  grace  and  mercy  her  requere 
To  end  my  wo  and  bufie  fere. 
And  me  accept  to  her  fervife, 
And  to  her  fcrvicc  in  fuch  wife. 
That  of  my  Drems  the  fubftaunce 
Might  turnin  once  to  cognifaunce. 
And  cognifaunce  to  very  preve. 
By  full  confent  and  by  gode  leve ; 
Or  els  withoutin  more  i  pray 
That  this  fame  night  or  it  be  day 
I  mote  unto  my  l5reme  tetonrne^' 
And  fleping  fo  forthe  aic  fojourao 
Aboutin  the  yle  of  pkfiMince 
Undir  my  ladle's  obeiAinnce, 
lo  her  fervice,  and  in  fucfi  wtfie 
As  it  plefe  her  auiy  to  deviie. 
And  grace  onis  to  be  accept 
Like  as  I  dremid  when  I  flept. 
And  dure  a  thoufand  yere  and  ten 
In  her  gode  wilL  Aflnen,Aflnnl 

Fairift  of  fairc,  alid  godelyift  on  live! 
AU  my  fecre  to  you  I  plaine  and  (hrivc. 
Requiring  grace,  and  of  my  fore  coipplaixtt 
To  be  be  helid  or  raartirid  as  a  faint, 
For  by  my  trouth  I  Xwere,  and  by  this  boke,"] 
Ye  may  both  hek  and  fle  mc  with  a  loke. 

Oo  forth,  mine  own^  true  hert  Innocent, 
And  with  humblenefle  do  thine  obfenraunce. 
And  to  thy  lady  on\by  knee  »p  reft  ot 
Thy  fervice  new,  and  ihiuk  how  frcte  pUfauncc 
It  is  to  live  undir  the  obcif&uncc 
Of  her  which  that  may  with  her  lokii  fbft 
Give  the  the  blifle  thui  thou  dcM&  ofL 

Be  diligent,  avrake^  obey,  and  drede,  ^ 

And  be  not  wild  of  thy  ceHintinauncej 
But  meke  and  glad,  atid  thy  n:Lrui4;  yStdc 
To  do  ech  thing  that  may  her  doe  plcfiiUDcr  ; 
When  thou  (halt  flcpe  have  are  in  rcnienibraimcc 
Th*  inuge  of  her  which  may  with  hkln  foil 
Give  the  the  bllfle  thai  thou  dcfiriJl  ofu 

And  if  fo  be  that  thou  her  nam^  find 
Writtinin  bokc,  ordli*  upoa  wall, 
Loke  diat  thou  do,  as  r<;rvauTit  true  and  kindj 
Thine  obcKaunce  as  (he  wtre  therewithal! : 
Fayning  in  love  is  breding  of  a  fall 
From  the  grac^  of  her  vrfa^e  lokis  foft 
May  give  the  blUTe  that  thou  defirift  oft. 

Ye  which  that  this  ballade  yredin  (hall 
I  pray  you  that  you  kepc  you  fro  the  fail. 
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X  ^AVE  girete  wonder,  by  this  light. 
How  that  I  lyve,  for  day  ne  night 
t  maye  not  flepin  webiy  noaght ; 
I.  hare  fo  many'  an  ydle  thought. 
Purely  for  like  defnite  of  flepe, 
That  by  my  trouth  I  take  no  kepe 
Of  nothing  howe  it  cometh  or  gothe, 
Ne  me  n'ys  nothing  leie  nor  loSie ; 
Ai  is  iiichd  godeto  me 
Joyc  or  forowe  where  fo  it  be. 
For  I  have  fclinge  in  nothing. 
But  as  it  were  a  malid  thing 
Al  day  in  ppiate  to  £sU  adoun. 
For  forowful  yma^acioun 
Is  alway  wholy  in  my  minde. 

And  well  ye  wbte  that  againfte  kinde 
It  were  to  lirin  in  this  wife. 
For  nature  ne  #dlde  not  fuffife 
Unto  none  erthy  creature 
Not  Idng^  tymd  tO  endure 
Withbutin  flepe  and  be  in  forowe, 
And  I  ne  may  ne  night  ne  morowd 
Sle|)in,  and  this  melancolye 
And  drede  I  havin  for  to  die ; 
Befaute  of  flepe  add  hevinefle 
Hath  flaine  my  fpiri^e  of  qiiicknefle. 
That  I  hare  loft  al  luftihcd ; 
Soche  fantaiies  ben  in  mine  hcd 
So  I  n*ot  what  is  heft  to  do  : 
But  men  might  aflcin  me  whi  fo 
I  may  nqt  flepe,  and  what  me  is  t 

But  nathdles  who  afldth  thys 
Lefeth  his  afltyng  trewily ; 
My  feMn  can  not  telling  why 
The  fothe,  but  trewly,  as  1  gefle, 
Iholdeitbeafik^nefle 


By  the  perfon  of  a  mourniog  kiriffkt  fittinf  ufider 
laki  |0  incaac  John  of  Gaunt,  Di«e  of  Laacafter, 
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greatly  Isiincating  the  deth  of  one  whom  be  entirely  lo- 
ved, fuppoftdto  o«  Blanch  the  Dutc^cfi.  ri  r>. 


That  I  have  fuflrid  this  eygfat  yerc. 

And  yet  my  bote  is  ner  the  nere, 

For  there  is  phiftuen  but  one 

That  may  me  hele ;  but  that  is  done; 

Paifin  we  ovir  i^til  cite; 

That  wil  not  be  mote  nedes  be  kfte : 

Our  firi^  malir  is  gode  to  kepe. 

So  whan  fawe  I  might  not  flepe 
Til  now  of  late  this  odiir  night 
Upon  my  bedde  I  (ate  upright. 
And  bade  one  rechfn  me  a  boko, 
A  romaimc^  and  it  me  toke 
To  rede,  and  drive  the  night  away ; 
For  why  ?  me  thought  it  betir  pky 
Than  play  either  at  chcfle  or  tables.  . 

And  in  this  boke  were  vrnttiaiahlrs 
That  ckrkis  had  in  olde  time 
And  other  poctes  put  in  rhime 
To  rede,  and  for  to  be  in  minde. 
While  men  lovid  the  lavre  of  kinde : 
This  boke  ne  fpake  but  of  foche  thingcs 
Of  quenis  livis  and  of  kingea. 
And  many  othir  thingis  (male ; 
Amonge  al  this  I  fond  a  tale 
Whiche  that  me  thought  a  woodir  thing. 

This  was  the  tale.  There  vras  a  king 
That  hight  Ceiz,  and  had  a  wife 
The  beft  that  mig^tin  berin  lyfc. 
And  this  qucni  bight  Alcyone  ; 
So  it  befil  thereaftir  fone 
This  king  wol  wendim  ovir  {c  l 
To  tellin  fliortly  whan  that  he 
Was  in  the  iie  thus  in  this  wife 
Soche  a  tempeft  began  to  ryfe 
That  brake  ther  mafte  and  made  it  fal,* 
And  dcfte  ther  fiiip  and  dreint  *hflm  al/ 
That  ncvir  was  founde,  as  it  tellea, 
Ne  horde  nc  man,  ne  nothing  elles  a 
Right  thus  this  king  ylofte  hu  life. 

Nowc  for  to  fpekin  of  his  wife* 
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ThU  ia die  thp(  was  Icftc  at  ho^e     , 

Hath  wondir  th:^t  the  kinge  ne  come 

Home,  for  it  was  ^  longt}  cerme ; 

Anonc  her  hcrtc  began  to  ycrnc. 

And  for  that  iier  thovght  cvirmo 

It  was  not  wtle>  her  thoughtin  fo, 

She  longid  fo  aftir  the  king, 

That  ctrtci  it  w^c  a  pitQus  thing 

To  tell  her  hertcl^  forowful  lyl'e 

Whiche  that  ihe  h^  this  noble  wiic, 

For  him  (he  lovid  aldirbeft ; 

Anon  (he  feot  both  eft  and  weft 

To  fcke  him  but  thc^  founde  him  nougiu. 

Alas  (quod  fhe)  that  I  was  wrought ! 
And  where  my  lordc  my  love  be  ded 
Ccrtis  I  n'yl  ncvir  etc  bred, 
I  make  a  vowe  to  my  God  here. 
But  I  mowc  of  my  lord<J  here. 

Soch  forows  this  lady  to  her  toke, 
That  trcwly  I,  that  made  this  boke, 
"Vhad  foche  pite  and  foche  routhe 
To  rede  her  forowe,  that  by  my  trouthd 
1  farid  the  worfe  al  the  morowe 
Aftir  to  thiokin  on  her  forowc. 

So  whan  that  She  coude  here  no  worde 
That  no  man  mygbtin  findc  her  lordc 
Kul  ofte  (he  fwouncd,  and  faidc  Alas  1 
Tor  forow  ful  nigh  wode  flie  was, 
Ke  ihc  fie  coude  no  rede  but  one. 
But  downe  on  knees  (he  fate  anone 
And  wept,  that  pitic  was  to  here. 

A  !  mercy,  my  fwctc  lady  derc ! 
Quod  ihe  to  Juno,  her  goddelTe, 
lielpith  me  out  of  this  diftrclfe, 
Andycvcme  grace  my  lorde  to  ie 
■Sone,  or.to.wcte  where  fo  he  be, 
Or  howe  he  f^reth,  or  in  what  wife. 
And  I  (hal  make  you  (acrifice, 
And  wholly  ypurs  become  I  (hal, 
With  gode  wil,body,  hcrtc,  and  al ; 
-Vnd  but  thou  wolte  this,  lady  fwetc 
Sendin  me  grace  to  Hepe,  and  mete 
In  my  ilepe  fo;nc  certaine  fwevin 
Wiicrc  through  tliat  I  may  knowe  evin 
WTjcthir  my  lordc  be  quicke  or  ded 

With  that  worde  (he  hinge  down  the  bed, 
And  fel  in  a  fwonnc  as  colde  as  ftone ; 
Her  women  caught  her  up  anone. 
And  broughtin  her  in  bed  al  naked. 
And  (he  for  wepid  and  forwakcd 
Was  wery,  and  thus  the  ded  (lepc 
Yfel  on  her  or  file  toke  kepe. 
Through  Juno  that  had  hcrde  her  bone. 
That  madin  her  to  (lepc  fone  ; 
For  as  (he  praide  right  fo  was  don 
In  dede,  for  Jqno  right  anon  ' 

Ycallid  thus  her  meflangerc 
To  do*  her  cruunde*  and  he  con^  nere  : 
Whan  he  wa^come  (he  bad  him  thus; 

Go  bet  (quod  Juno)  to  Morpheus, 
Thou  knowcft  him  wel,  the  god  of  Slepc  ; 
Nowc  undcrftande  wel,  and  take  kepe, 
Say  thus  on  my  bebalfe,  that  he 
Go  faft  into  the  gret  i  ftr, 
Vol.  I. 


And  bid  him  that  on  alU'thingc 
He  take  up  Ceiz  body  the  kingc. 
That  lieth  ful  pale  and  nothinge  rody ; 
Byd  him  crepin  into  the  body. 
And  do  it  gone  to  Alcynne 
The  qiienf,  there  (he  lyith  alone, 
And  Ihc  we  her  (hortely'  it  is  no  nay 
Howe  it  was  drcint  this  odiir  day, 
And  do  the  body  fpeke  right  fo 
Right  as  it  was  wonnid  to  do 
The  whilis  that  it  was  alyve  : 
Goiih  nowe  faft,  and  hye  the  blivc. 

This  mcflanger  toke  leve  and  went 
Upon  his  way,  and  nevrc*  he  ftente 
Tyl  he  came  to.thc  darke  valcy 
That  ftante  betwixt  in  jokis  twey, 
There  nevir  yet  grcwe  cornc  nc  gras, 
Nc  tre,  nc  nothing  that  ought  was, 
Ne  heft  ne  man,  ne  nothing  dies. 
Save  that  there  wcrin  a  fewc  wcHes 
Came  renning  fro  the  clyfics  adownc 
rha*  made  a  dedly  flcpingc  fbwnc. 
And  rennin  downe  right  by  a  c^Tw-. 
That  was  undir  a  rockc  ygravc 
Amyd  the  valey  wundir  depc 
There  as  thcfe  goddis  l;iy  aflcpc, 
Morpheus  and  Eclympaftcyre, 
That  was  the  god  of  Skp'is  hci^c, 
That  flcpte  and  did  nouc  othir  wcrkc. 

This  cave  y was  alfo  as  derke 
As  hcl  pitte ;  ovir  all  aboutc 
They  had  gode  leyfirc  fur  to  route 
To  vye  who  raightin  flept  bcR ; 
Some  hinge  ther  chinnc  upon  ther  hrcft. 
And  llcpte  upright  ther  bed  yhcd, 
And  feme  lay  nakid  in  ther  bed. 
And  flcptin  whiles  their  dayi«  bfr. 

This  mtflanngcr  come  renning  faft. 
And  cried,  Ho,  ho !  aw«ke  anone  ! 
It  was  for  naught ;  there  hcrde  him  none; 
Awake,  (quod  he)  who  lyith  there  ? 
And  blewe  his  borne  right  in  tbcr  ere. 
And  cried  Awakith '  v/ondir  hie. 

Thb  god  of  Slepe  with  his  one  eye 
Caft  up,  and  alked  Who  clepith  there  ? 
It  am  1,  (quod  this  me(rdngere) 
Juno  bade  that  thou  (houldift  gone, 
And  toldin  him  what  he  ihould  done 
As  I  have  toldc  you  here  before, 
It  is  no  nede  rcherfe  it  more. 
And  wentc  lus  way  whan  he  had  faidc. 
Anone  this  god  of  Slepc  abraidc 
Out  of  hisftcpe  and  gan  to  go. 
And  did  as  he  had  bidde  him  do ; 
He  toke  up  the  ded  body  fone. 
And  bare  it  forthc  to  Alcyone  . 
His  wife,  the  queue,  there  as  fhe  lay. 
Right  even  a  quartir  before  Jay, 
And  ftodc  right  at  her  bcdd'is  fete. 
And  callid  her  right  as  Ihc  hetc  ' 

By  name,  and  faid ;  My  fwctc  wife  ! 
Awake,  let  he  your  forowful  lyfe. 
For  in  your  ibrow  there  lyth  no  rede. 
For  certcs,  fwct:  love  !  I  am  btt  dcdc  ; 
Hh 
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Vc  (hair  mc  ncr  oh  !y  vc  yk  : 

But,  godc  fwctc  hertc  !  I  prayc  thsi  ye 

Bury  my  body ;  foche  a  tide 

Ye  mowe  it  findc  the  fc  bcfidc  r 

And  farcwcl  fwctc !  my  world*Ii  bfiflc  t 

Vpray  that  God  jTour  forowc  lyflc  :  • 

To  lyttl  while  ourbliffc  ylafteth. 

With  that  her  cyin  up  fhc  callcth. 
And  fawe  naught.  Alas!  for  forowc 
She  died  within  the  chirdc  morotvc. 

But  what  (he  (aid  more  in.  that  fwswe 
f  may  sat  telUn  yon  avnowe  ; 
It  were  to  lohg^  for  to  dwel : 
My  firft  matcre  I'  wil  you  tcl 
Whcrfbrc  I  have  ytoldc  this  thingc 
®f  Akyonc  and  C*ix  the  kingc. 

For  tlitftmoche  dare  I  fayin  well, 
I  had  be  dolvtxrevecidel| 
And  ded,  right  through  dcfautc  of  flcpJP>. 
t{l  nc  bad  red  and  take  kepe 
Of  this  like  taL  next  before, 
And  I  wil  tellin  yon  wherfVtre^ 
For  I  ne  might  for  bote  ne  bale 
tiepin  or  I  had  redde  this  tale 
Of  this  ydrekite  Ccix  the  kingp. 
And  of'  Uie  goddis  of  Slcpmge, 

Whan  1  had  red  this  tald  wcle^ 
And  ovirlokcd  it  everidele, 
JMe  thooghr  wondir  if  it  were  fo^ 
For  I  had  ner  herdt  fpeltc  or  tBo- 
Of  no  goddii  that  could  in  make 
Men  for  to  flcpc  ne  for  to  wake, 
And  I  ne  kncwe  ncr  Sod  But  one, 
And  in  my  game  I  (aidanone, 
(And  yet  me  lyfl  right  il  to  pley) 
father  than  that  I  fhuldin  dcy 
Thoroagh  tlofmte  of  fl^pirgc  tiius 
f  woldin  gyve  thilkc  Morpheus, 
Or  that  goddciTc  hight  Diime  Jnno^ 
Of  fomc  wight  e\\  I  nc  rou|;ht  who-. 
To  make  nie  flcpc  and  havr  lomc  rcfl: 
Twill  give  Kim  the  alihir  bell 
Vcftc  that  cr  lie  abode  his  lyvc 
And  hereon warJe  righrnow  as  blyrc. 
If  he  woU  r.«Ke  me  flcpe  a  life, 
Ofdownc  of  pure  dbvis  white 
1  wol  ycvc  hira  a  frthir  bed 
Ruyid  with  goIK,  ami  right  wel-tfcd* 
huuic  blaike  fattln  doutrcmcrc. 
And  man^'  a  pllowe",  ard  every  here 
Of  cfothc  of  Raines  to  Hcpc  on  fofrc. 
Him  tharc  not  ncdc  toturnin  oftc; 
-Vnd  I  wol  yevc  him  al  that  fulles- 
To  his  ch;:mhrc  and  to  hisliallrs, 
I  wol  do  paintc  *hcm  with  pnrc  golde^ 
.Andtapitc  'hem  ful  manyfoldc; 
Of  one  futc  this  (hal  he  yhave, 
^f  that  1  wide  where  were  his  cave, 
IT  he  can  ftiakt  mc  flcpin  Tone, 
As  did  the  gpddefli:  CJicne  Alcyone  f 
And  th\j>this  ylkc  god  Morphrut 
May  winnin-of  me  mo  fees  thus 
Than  er  he  wanne  ;  and  to  Juno 
That  \i  his  gcifdcflc  I  fljall  fo  do, 


I  trowe  that  (he  (hal  boldc  her  pai<{r. 

I  had  unneth  that  wordc  ifaide. 
Right  thus  as  I  hare  toldiii  you, 
Than  fadeinly,  I  ne  wifie  howe, 
Sochc  a  lufte  anone  mc  ytoke 
To  (lepe,  that  right  opoa  my  bokr 
I  fel  ^epc,  and  therwith  even 
Me  mette  fo  inly  foche  a  fwevea^ 
S )  wondlrfull,  that  nevir  yet   « 
I  trowe  no  man  ne  had  the  wit 
To  connin  wel  my  fwcvln  rede. 

No,  nought  Jofrph  witkoutin  dredr 
'Of  Egypt,  he  which  that  rad  fo 
The  king*i«  metingc  Phapao, 
No  more  than  coiide  the  lefte  •fos, 

Ne  nat  fcarfly  Macrobeiif, 
He  that  wrote  :d  ihe*  avifion 
Whicbe  that  he  met  Kinge  Scipioo, 
The  noble  man,  the  Affrican, 
Sochc  merTaiUts  fortontd  than 
;  I  trowe,  arede  my  dremia  even ; 
JLo !  thu»  it  was,  this  was  my  fweveo ; 

Me  thoughtin  thns,  that  it  was  Maye^ 
And  in  the  dawniag  there  I  lay 
Me  met  thns  m  my  bed  al  nah^ 
And  lokid  forthe,  for  I  was  waked 
With  fmali  foulita  gret  hcpe. 
That  had  afraied  me^  oit  of  my  flepc 
Through  noifeand  RvetntlTe  of<therfooge;^ 
And  as  me  met  they  fete  amonge 
Upon  my  chambrc  rofe  without, 
Upon  the  tyles  ©vre*^  al  about, 
And  evcrichc  fongc  in  his  wife 
The  moftc  fwete  and  folempne  krn£t 
By  note  that  etir  man  I  trowe 
Had  herdc,  for  fome  of  *hem  Ibnge  lowe» 
Some  high,  and  M.  of  one  aecordc  : 
To  tellin  (hortly,  at  o  wopde, 
\  Was  nevir  herde  fo  fwete  a  ftcTcii« 
But  it  had  be  a  thinge  of  heven. 
So  mcric*  a  fowne,  fo  fwete  rntunes. 
That  ccrtis  for  the  townc  of  Tewnea 
I  n*olde  but  I  had  herde  'hein  6nge, 
For  al  my  ehwnbrc  gan  to  ringc 
Through  finding  of  thcr  harmony. 
For  inftnimcnt  nor  melody 
Was  no  where  hcpde  yet  holfc  (b  fvrete^ 
Nor  of  acordd  halfe  fo  mete. 
For  there  was  none  of  Ticm  that  (ained 
To  (ingc,  for  cche  of  *hem  him  pained 
To  findc  oiu  many  crafty  notes. 
They  ne  yfparid  nat  thertbrote*; 
And,  |btb  to-  faine,  my  chambrc  waa 
Ful  wel  depaintid,  and  with  gla«t 
'  Were  al  the  wkidowes  wel  yglafed 
Ful  clere,  and  nat  an  hole  ycrafJtd, 
That  to  bcholdc  it  was  gretc  joy. 
For  whoMy  al  the  (lory*  of  Troy 
Was  in  the  glaifmge  y  wrought  thus. 
Of  Hcdor  and  Songr  Priamut, 
Achilles  and  Kinge  Lamcdon, 
And  eke  Medea  and  Jafim, 
Of  Paris,  Heleine  and  Irvine  ; 
And  all  the  wallcs  with.coloun  Bim 
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Were  palntid,  both«  textc  and  glofe, 
And  al  The  Remaunte  of  the  Rofe  : 
My  wyndowes  wcrin  thet  ech  one. 
And  through  the  glafle  the  funne  yflione 
Upon  my  bed  with  bright  bcmis. 
With  many  glad  gildy  ftremis ; 
And  eke  the  welkin  was  To  faire, 
Blcwe,  bright,  and  clcre,  ywas  the  ayrcj 
And  ful  attemprc*,  in  fothe  it  was, 
For  neithir  coldc  nc  hotc  it  n*as, 
Ne*  in  ml  the  welkin  was  no  clowde. 

And  as  I  lay  thus,  wondir  Icwde 
Me  thought  1  hcrde  aa  huntir  blowe 
T*  affay  hii  gret  home,  and  to  knowe 
Whcthrc*  it  was  clcre  or  horfe  of  fownc  j 

And  I  herde  goyngc  up  ahd  downe 
Men,  horfis,  houndes,  and  othir  thinge, 
And  «1  men  fpekln  of  hiintinge. 
How  they  wolde  fle  the  harte  with  ftrcngth^ 
And  how  the  harte  had  upon  length 
So  moche  enbofcd,  I  n*ot  nowe  what. 

Anon  right  whan  I  herdin  that. 
How  that  they  wolde  on  huntinge  gonCg 
I  was  rigM  glad,  and  up  anonc 
1  tokc  my  horfe,  and  forth  1  went^ 
Out  of  cbambre  ;  I  nevir  flcnte 
Tyl  I  come  to  the  feldc  without. 
There  orirtokc  I  a  grete  rout 
Of  huntirs  and  of  fofcftcrs. 
And  many  relaics  and  Iimer«| 
ITiat  hied  *hem  to  the  foreft  fait. 
And  I  with  *hcm  :  fo  at  the  laft 
I  aikid  one  lad,  a  lymere, 
Smy,  fclowe,  who  flial  huntin  here  f 
(Quod  1)  and  he  anfwcrcd  ayen, 
Sir,  the  Empcrour  0(Sonyen, 
(Qood  he)  and  he  is  here  fafte  by. 

A  goddes  halfe,  in  godc  tyme,  (quod  1) 
Than  go  we  fad,  and  gan  to  ride  : 
W3ian  we  come  to  the  forcft  fide 
Ew^ry  mkn  ydyd  ri^ht  fonc 
As  unto  huntinge  fel  to  donei 

The  maiilir  hunte  anone  fote  bote 
With  his  clere  borne  yblcwc  thrcmotc 
At  the  uncouplin'ge  of  his  houndis. 
Within  a  while  the  harte  foundc  is : 
I  halowed  and  rechadd  fad 
A  longe  time  :  and  fo  at  the  lad 
This  harte  roufid  and  ftalc  away 
Fro  al  the  h6andcs  a  privy  way. 

The  houndes  had  ovirlhot  him  all, 
And  were  on  a  defaultc  yfal, 
Thcxwith  the  hont  full  wondir  faft 
Yblcwe  a  foiloyn  at  the  laflc  ; 
I  wa«  go  walkid  fro  my  trc^ 
And  as  I  went  there  came  by  me 
A  whelpe,  that  fawned  me  as  1  ftode. 
That  had  folowed  and  coude  no  godc ; 
It  came  and  crepte  to  mc  as  lowe, 
Right  as  it  had  mc  wcle  yknowc, 
Hcldc  down  his  hcd  and  joyncd  his  crcs, 
And  laidc  al  fmothe  adownc  his  hcrcs. 

I  wuldc  have  caught  it  up  anone ; 
It  fled,  and  was  fro  mc  ygonc  : 


As  I  folowed  and  it  f«rth  went, 

Downe  by  a  floury  grcne  it  went 

Ful  thick  of  graffe  ful  fofte  and  Iwcte, 

With  flourisfele  fare  undir  fete. 

And  lytil  ufed,  it  femid  thus. 

For  bothe  Flora  and  Zcphyrus, 

They  two  that  makin  flouris  gfowe. 

Had  made  ther  dwelling  there  I  trowe, 

For  it  was  on  for  to  beholds 

As  though  the  eithe  there  envye  wolde 

To  be  gayir  than  is  the  heven, 

To  bavin  mo  flouris  foche  feven 

As  in  the  welkin  flerns  be. 

It  had  forget  the  povlrtc 

Of  Wintir,  through  his  c'old^  morowe« 

That  made  it  fufire,  and  his  Ibrowes 

All  was  forieten,  ind  that  was  fcne. 

For  all  the  wode  was  woxin  grene, 

Swctneflc  of  jlcwe  had  made  it  woxe* 

It  IS  no  nede  eke  for  to  axe 
Where  there  were  many  grene  grcves, 
Or  thtcke  of  trees  fo  ful  of  levcs, 
And  every  tree  ftode  by  him  felve 
Fro  othir  wel  ten  fotecr  twelve. 
So  grete  trees  and  fo  huge  of  flrength^ 
Of  fourty'  or  fifthy  fadome  length. 
All  dene  withoutin  bowe  or  ftickc. 
With  croppls  brode,  and  eke  as  thicke,* 
They  werin  not  an  ynche  afondcr. 
That  it  was  fiiaddc  bvir  all  under ; 
And  many*  an  hart  and  many*  an  hkde 
Was  both  before  me  and  behinde. 
Of  fawnis,  fowirs,  buckis,  docs. 
Was  ful  the  wodde,.and  many  loecf 
And  many  (quirrilrt,  that  fete 
Ful  high  upon  the  trees  and  cte. 
And  in  ther  manir  madin  feiles : 
Shortly,  it  was  fo  ful  of  bcflcs 
That  though  Argus  tlie  notlc  ceubtonc 
Yfate  to  rekin  in  his  countour. 
And  rekin  \frith  his  flgurcs  tea. 
For  by  tho  figures  newe  al  ken 
If  they  be  crafty,  rcken  and  Combre, 
And  td  of  every  thing  the  nombrc. 
Vet  (hulde  he  faile  to  rekin  evcQ 
The  wonders  me  met  in  my  fweren  : 
But  fdrthc  I  romed  right  wondir  fade 
Downe  through  the  wode ;  fo  at  the  lade 
I  was  ware  of  a  man  in  blackc> 
That  fate,  and  had  ytumed  his  backc 
Un^o  an  ooke  and  hugd  tre ; 
Lord !  tho  thought  I,  who  may  that  be  I 
What  eyllth  him  to  fitiin  here  ? 
And  anon  right  I  went  him  nere; 
Than  fouridc  1  Ctte  cvin  upright 
A  wondir  faire  welfaringknij^ht, 
By  the  manir  me  thougntin  fo 
Of  gode  mokil,  right  yonge  tlierfto. 
Of  the*  age  of  foure-and-twenty  ycrC| 
Upon  his  bcrdc  but  litil  here, 
And  he  was  dothid  al  in  blacke ; 
1  dalkid  even  unto  his  backc; 
And  there  I  dode  as  d  II  at  ought. 
The  Ibthc  to  lay  ^c  faw  me  nought; 
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For  vrhy  ?  he  hinge  his  hed  adownc. 
And  with  a  dedly  forowful  fowne 
He  made  6f  rime  ten  verfes  or  twelve 
Of  a  complainte  onto  himfelve, 
The  mode  pite  and  the  moft  routhe 
That  cvir  I  herde,  for  by  trouthe 
It  wa«  grete  wondir  that  Nature 
Might  fuffre  any  creature 
To  have  foche  forow*  and  he  not  ded ; 
Ful  pitout  pale,  and  nothing  red, 
He  faid  a  lay,  a  manir  fonge, 
Withoutin  note,  Withoutin  fonge, 
And  was  this,  for  ful  wel  I  can 
Reherfe  it ;  right  thus  it  began : 

I  have  of  forrowe  fo  gtete  wone. 
That  joye  ne  get  I  ncvir  none, 
Nowe  that  I  ie  my  lady  bright, 
"Which  1  have  loved  with  all  my  might) 
If  fro  me  ded,  and  is  agone. 
And  thus  in  forowe*  lefte  me  alone  : 
Alas !  o  Dcthe  !  what  eylith  the 
That  thon  n*oldift  have  takin  me 
Whan  that  thoif  toke  my  lady  (wete  ? 
Of  all  godenes  (he  had  none  mete, 
That  was  fo  faire,  fo  frcfhe,  fo  fre, 
So  gode,  that  men  mdy  wet  yfe. 

Whan  he  had  made  thus  his  complainte 
His  forowful  hert  gan  faft  fainte, 
And  his  fpiritis  wcxin  dede. 
The  blode  was  flcdde  for  pur^  dredc 
Downe  to  his  hcrtc  to  makln  him  warme. 
For  wel  it  feled  the  herte  had  harme, 
To  wete  eke  why  it  was  adradde, 
By  kinde,  axfd  for  to  make  it  ^Iddde, 
For  it  is  membre  principal 
Of  the  body,  and  that  made  al 
His  hewc  ychaonge,  and  wcxin  grene 
And  pale  for  there  no  blode  is  fene 
Withm  no  manir  lymme  of  his. 

Anon  therwith,  whan  1  fawe  this. 
He  farde  thus  yvil  there  he  fete, 
I  went  and  (lode  right  at  his  fete. 
And  grette  him,  but  he  fpake  right  nought 
But  arguid  with  his  owne  thought, 
And  in  his  witte  difputid  fade 
Bothe  why  and  howc  his  lyfe  might  lafte. 
Him  thought  his  forowes  were  fo  fmcrtc, 
And  lay  fo  colde  upon  his  herte. 

So  through  his  forowe*  and  holy  thought 
Made  him  that  he  ne  herde  me  nought. 
For  he  had  welnye  loft  his  minde, 
Though  Pan,  that  men  clepc  god  of  Kindc 
Were  for  his  forowes  ncr  fo  wrothe. 

But  at  the  laft,  to  Ikine  right  fothe, 
He  was  ware  of  me  howe  I  ftode 
Before  him  and  did  of  my  hode. 
And  had  gret  him  as  I  bed  coude 
Debonairly  and  nothing  loude ; 
He  faid,  1  pray  the  be  not  wrothe, 
I  hctde  the  not,  to  faine  the  fothe, 
Ne  1  fawe  the  not,  Sir.trtiely. 

Ah,  gode  Sir  !  tbo  no  force  ((^uod  I) 
I  am  riffht  fory*  if  I  have  ought 
Diftroublid  you  out  of  your  thought ; 


Forieve  me  If  1  have  myffctakc. 

Yes,  the  artiendes  is  light  to  makf , 
(Quod  he)  for  there  lithi  non  thcrto  r 
There  is' nothing  mlffaide  nor  do. 

Lo  howe  godcly  yfpake  this  knight, 
As  it  had  be  anothir  wight. 
And  made  it  neichir  tough  ne  queint '. 
And  I  fawe  that,  and  gan  me'  aqueint 
With  him,  and  founde  him  fo  tretablc, 
Right  wondir  Ikylful  and  rcfo'nabk,       ^ 
As  me  thoughtin,  for  all  his  bale, 
Anon  right  I  gan  findc  a  tale 
To  him,  to  lokc  where  I  mieht  ought 
Have  more  kriowleging  of  his  thought. 

Sir,  (quod  I)  this  game  is  ydone, 
I  holde  that  this  hart  be  ygone, 
Thefe  huntis  can  him  no  where  fe. 

I  do  no  force  therof,  (quod  be) 
My  thought  is  theron  ncr  a  dele. 
By*  our  Lorde  (quod  1)1  trowe  yon  Wfkr 
Right  fo  me  thinkith  by  your  chcre ; 
But,  Sir,  o  thing  woUln  ye  here  ? 
Me  thinketh  in  gret  forowe'  I  you  fe, 
But  certis.  Sir,  and  if  that  yc 
Wolde  aught  difcovir  me  your  wo 
I  wolde,  as  wife  God  heipe  me  fo, 
Amende  it  if  I  can  or  may. 
Ye  mowin  prove  it  by  aflay, 
For  by  my  trouthe,  to  make  you  whole 
I  wol  do  al  my  po^ir  whole ; 
And  telleth  me  of  )  our  forowes  fmert, 
Paraunter  it  may  efe  your  herte, 
lliat  femeth  ful  fyke  undir  your  fide. 

With  that  he  loked  on  me  afide. 
As  who  (aithe  flay,  that  n*yl  not  be. 

Graunt  mcrcy,mygode  fiende!  (quod  he) 
1  thanke  the  that  thou  woldift  fo, 
But  it  may  ner  the  rather  be  do ; 
No  man  ne  may  my  forowe  glade. 
That  maketh  my  hewe  to  fal  and  fade, 
And  hath  myn  undcrflanding  lome. 
That  me  is  wo  that  1  was  borne  :    ' 
May  nought  make  my  forow  is  Hyde, 
Not  all  the  rem*cdies  of  Ovidc, 
Ne  Orpheus,  god  of  Melodic, 
Ne  Dxdalus,  with  his  playes  flye, 
Ne  hele  me  may  no  phyficien. 
Nought  Hippocrates  ne  Galen ; 
Me'  is  wo  that  I  live  houris  twelve  j. 
But  whofo  wol  aflaye  him  felve 
Whether  his  hert  can  have  pitc 
Of  any  forowe  let  him  fe  me, 
I  wrctdie,  that  dcthe  hath  made  al  naked 
Of  al  the  blilfc  tliat  cr  was  maked, 
I  wrothe,  the  wcrftc  of  allc  wightes. 
That  hate  my  day  is  and  my  nightes; 
My  lyfe,  my  luftis,  be  me  lothc. 
For  alle  fare  and  I  be  wrothe  ; 
The  pure  deth  is  fo  ful  my  foe 
That  I  wolde  die  it  wil  not  foe. 
For  whan  1  folowc'  it  it  wil  flye^ 
1  wold  have  him  it  n*il  not  cie  ; 
And  this  is  faine  v/ithoutin  rede, 
Alway  dyingc  and  be  not  dcde^ 
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Tbaft  SUyphiu  that  lycth  in  hel 

Nay  may  not  of  more  forowc  tcl ; 

And  who  fo  wiftc  al,  by  my  trouthe, 

Al  my  forowe,  but  he  hadde  ronthc 

And  pyte  of  my  forowes  fmcrtc 

That  man  yhadi  a  fcndcly  herte, 

For  whofo  feeth  me  firft  on  morowe 

May  fayne  that  he  hath  met  with  Sorowe, 

For  I  ani  Sorowc',  and  Sorowe*  if  I, 

Alas !  and  I  wyl  tel  the  why, 

My  forowe*  is  toumid  to  playnysg. 

And  al  my  langhtir  to  wepine. 

My  glad  thonghtis  to  hevineue, 

In  travaile  is  myn  ydlenefle, 

And  eke  my  reft,  my  wele  is  wo. 

My  gode  is  harme,  and  evirmo 

In  wrathe  is  toumid  my  playning, 

And  my  delite  in  forowing, 

Myn  hele  is  turned  into  fickenefle. 

In  drede  is  al  my  fyckemefle. 

To  derke  is  tumid  al  my  lyght. 

My  wytte  is  foly,  my  day  night, 

My  love  is  hate,  my  flepe  waJcyng, 

My  mirth  and  melis  is  fafting, 

My  countinaunce  is  nicete, 

And  al  abawed  where  fo  1  be, 

My  pecc  is  pleding,  and  in  werre, 

Alas,  howe  might  I  fare  in  werre ! 

My  boldenelfe  is  tumid  to  fliame. 
For  lalfe  Fortune  hath  played  a  game 
At  cheffe  with  me,  alas  the  while ! 
The  trayterefle  falfe  and  ful  of  gyle, 
That  al  behoteth  and  nothing  hsute. 
She  gothe  upright  and  yet  (he  hake. 
That  baggith  foule  and  lokith  fayre. 
The  difpitous  and  debonaire. 
That  fcomith  mjmy  a  creture ; 
An  ydole  of  falfc  purtraiturc 
Is  ihe,  for  (he  wol  fond  wryen ; 
She  is  the  monftri*s  bed  y  wryen. 
As  filthe,  ovir  yftrowed  with  floures. 
Her  moftd  woHhip,  and  her  fiourcs, 
To  lyen,  for  that  is  her  nature, 
VVithoatin  laith,  lawe,  or  mcfure. 
She  falfc  is,  and  evir  laughing 
With  one  eye,  and  that  othir  weping, 
That  is  brought  up  (he  fct  al  downe ; 
I  likin  her  to  the  fcorpiowne. 
That  is  a  falfe  and  flateryng  heft. 
For  with  his  bed  b^  makith  feft. 
But  al  amyd  his  flatiringe 
With  his  taile  he  wil  forcly  ftynge. 
And  exnrenim,  and  fu  wil  (he ; 
She  is  the  envious  Charite, 
Tliat  is  aje  falfe  and  femith  wele, 
So  tnmith  Ihe  her  (alU  whcle 
Abonte,  for  it  is  nothing  (lable, 
Nowe  by  the  fyre  nowe  at  the  table ; 
Ful  many'  one  hath  (he  thus  yblent ; 
She  is  playe  of  enchauntemcnt, 
That  femith  one  and  is  not  fo  : 
The  falfi  thefe  what  hath  (he  do 
Troweft  thou  ?  by*  our  Lorde  I  wil  the  fay. 
At  cheSk  with  mc  (h?  gan  to  play ; 


With  her  falfe  draughtis  ful  divers 

She  (bile  on  me,  and  toke  my  fers; 

And  whan  I  (awe  my  fers  away, 

Alas !  I  couth  no  Icngir  play. 

But  fayid,  Farewel  fwete  !  >'wi8. 

And  farewel  al  that  er  there  is ; 

Therwith  Fortune  yfayid  Cheke  here. 

And  mate  inthe*mydpo]mtof  the*checkere 

With  a  paun^  errant.  Alas  ! 

Ful  craftyir  to  play  (he  was 

Than  Athalus,  that  made  the  game 

Firft  of  the  chelTe,  fo  was  his  hame ; 

But  God  wolde  I  had  ones  or  twife 

Iconde  and  knowe  the  jeoperdife 

That  coude  the  Grcke  Pythagores , 

I  (hulde  have  plaide  the  bet  at  ches* 

And  kept  my  fers  the  bet  therby ; 

And  though  wherto  ?  for  trewily 

I  holde  that  wi(he  not  worthe  a  ftre, 

It  had  be  ner  the  bet  for  me, 

For  Fortune  can  fo  many*  a  wyle 

Ther  be  but  fewe  can  her  begile. 

And  eke  (he  is  the  lalTe  to  blame. 

My  felfe  I  wolde  have  do  the  (ame. 

Before  God,  had  I  ben  as  (he. 

She  ought  the  more  excufid  be ; 

For  this  I  fay  yet  more'  therto. 

Had  1  be  God,  and  might  have  do 

My  wyl,  whan  (he  my  fers  ycaught 

I  wolde  have  drawen  the  fam£  draught. 

For  al  fo  wife  God  gyve  mc  reftc 

I  dare  wel  fwere  (he  toke  the  befte. 

But  throughe  that  draught  I  have  ylome 

My  bly(]e,alas  that  I  was  home  ! 

For  evirmote  I  trowe  trewly. 

For  al  my  wil,  my  lufte  wholly 

Is  tumc,  but  wote  ye  what  to  done  ? 

By*  our  Lorde  it  is  Co  dyin  fone. 

For  nothinge  I  ne  leve  it  nought 

But  l]rve  and  dye  right  in  this  thought; 

There  n*ys  planet  in  firmamente, 

Ne*  in  ay  re  ne*  in  erthe  none  clemente, 

That  they  ne  yeve  me*  a  ycfte  echone 

Of  wepyng  whan  I  am  alone. 

For  whan  that  I  adviie  me  wele, 

Andbethinkeme  ev^rydele 

How  that  there  lieth  in  rekininge 

In  my  forowis  for  nothinge. 

And  howe  there  livith  no  gladnehe 

May  gladdin  me  of  my  diftrefie, 

And  howe  I  have  lofte  fuffifauncc. 

And  therto  I  have  no  plefaunce. 

Than  may  I  fay  I  have  right  nought ; 

And  whan  al  this  falleth  in  my  thought, 

Alas !  than  am  I  ovircome. 

For  that  is  done  this  not  to  come : 

I  have  more  forowc  than  Tantale. 

And  whan  I  herde  hH^  tel  this  talc 
Thus  pitoufly  as  I  you  tell, 
Unncthis  myght  I  lengir  dwell. 
It  did  myn  herte  fo  mochill  wo. 

A,  gode  Sir !  (quod  I)  fay  nat  fo, 
Havefome  pite  on  your  nature, 
I'hat  fourmid  you  to  a  creture; 
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Remembrith  yoa  of  Socratet, 
For  h«  oe  comitith  not  thrc  ilrcf s 
Of  nought  that  Fortune  coude  ydo. 

No,  (quod  he)  1  ne  can  not  fo. 
Whf ,  gixie  Sir,  yes  parde,  (quod  I) 
Ne  fay  not  fb,  for  tmily 
Though  ye  had  loft  the  fcrfis  twelve. 
And  for  forowe  murdrid  your  feW<, 
Ye  ihulde  be  dampnid  in  thit  caic, 
By  as  gode  right  at  Medea  was. 
That  floogh  her  cbildrin  for  Jafon, 
And  Phyllis  for  Dcmophoon, 
That  hing  her  fclf,  fo  welaway  \ 
For  he  had  brokin  his  terme  day 
To  come  to  her.  Anothirrage 
Had  Dido,  the  Quene  of  Carthage, 
That  flough  her  lelf  for  jEneas 
Was falfe,  fo^  whiche  a  fole  (he  was; 
And  Echo  dyed  for  Narciflos 
Nc  wolde  nat  love  her ;  and  right  thua 
Hath  many*  an  othir  foly  done. 
And  for  Dalila  died  Sampfone, 
That  floughe  |iim  felfe  with  a  pilere ; 
But  there  is  no  man  alive  here 
IVolde  for  thcr  feps  make  thit  wo. 

Why  to  ?  (quod  he)  it  is  not  fo, 
Thou  woteft  ful  lytil  what  thou  mencft. 
For  I  have  loi|e  more  than  thou  wenefi. 
And  howe  may  that  ybc  ?  (quod  I) 
'  Gode  Sir,  tcllith  me  al  wholly 
In  what  wife,  howe,  why,  an4  wherfore. 
That  ye  have  thut  youf  blilfc  ylore. 

Blithely,  (quod  he ;)  cpme,  fU  the  doun ; 
1  tel  the  on  condicioun 
Thou  (halte  wholly  with  all  thy  wit 
Do  thyne  entonte  to  hcrkin  it. 

Yet,  Sir.  Than  fwe^e  thy  trouthe  (herto. 
Gladly  to  holdin  the  here(o. 
Xlhal  rigl>t  blithe,  fo  God  me  fave. 
Wholly  with  all  the  witte  I  hate 
Here  yoi;  as  wel  at  cr  1  can^ 
A  Godde*t  balfe,  (quod  he)  and  began. 

Sif,  (quod  he)  Othint  firfte  I  couthe 
H^e  any  manir  vitte  fro  youthe. 
Or  kindily  undcrllandinge 
To  comprehende  in  any  thioge 
y^hat  love  was  in  nune  clvfni  wit, 
Drcdilcife  I  have  cvir  yet 
Be  tributary  and  yeve  rente 
To  Love  wholly,  with  gode  entente. 
And  through  plciaunce-  become  his  thral 
With  godewil,  body,  herte,and  al; 
Al  this  I  put  in  hit  (brvage 
As  to  my  lorde,  and  dyd  homage; 
And  full  devoutly'  1  praide  hyia  tho 
He  (hulde  befet  mync  hertd  fo 
That  it  pleCiunce  unto  him  were 
And  worfiiip  to  my  lady  dere. 

And  this  was  long  and  ma|iy'  a  ye^f 
(Er  that  min  hcrt  was  fct  o  where) 
That  1  dyd  ^htos,  and  ne  wift  why, 
1  trowe  it  came  me  kindily  ; 
I^rauntcr  I  was  thereto  moft  able 
A3  a  white  wal  or  a  table> 
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For  it*  is  redy  to  catche  and  tz\c 
Al  that  men  woUln  therin  make, 
Whcthir  men  will  portrey  or  paintc 
Be  the  werkis  ncvir  fo  quainte. 

And  thilke  tymc  I  farid  right  fo, 
I  was  able  to*  }iavc  lernld  tho. 
And  to  have  condc  a?  wel  or  better 
Parauntir  cithir  arte  or  lettir. 
But  for  love  came  firft  in  my  thought 
Therforc  I  ne  forgate  it  nought ; 
I  chees  love  to  be  my  firft  craftc. 
And  thcrfore  it  is  with  me  laftc; 
For  why  ?  I  toke*  it  of  io  yongc  age 
That  malice  ne  had  my  corage, 
Not  that  time  turnid  to  nothing 
Thorough  to  mokil  knowlegiiig. 
For  that  tyme  Youth  my  maiftircffc 
Govcrnid  me  in  ydilneffc, 
For  it  was  in  my  firftd  youth. 
And  though  ful  litil  gode  I  couthe. 
For  al  my  werkis  were  fiittyng 
That  time,  and  al  my  thought  varying, 
Al  ihinges  were  to  me  yliche  gode. 
That  knewe  I  tho,  but  thus  it  ftode : 

It  happed  that  I  came  on  a  day 
In  to  a  place  thpfi;  that  I  fey 
Trewly  the  fairift  companie 
Of  bdies  that  er  man  with  eye 
Had  fene  tog)thcrs  in  o  place ; 
Shal  [  clepe  it  happe  cithir  grace 
'lliat  brought  me  there  ?  nought  but  Fortooe, 
That  is  to  lyin  ful  comune. 
The  falfe  traitircfte  pcrverfe. 
»  God  wolde  that  I  coulde  clepe  her  ^crfe. 
For  now  flie  worchlth  me  fiu  wo. 
And  I  wol  tel  the  fone  why  fo. 

Amonges  thefe  ladies  thus  edione, 
The  fothe  to  fayin,  I  fawe  one 
That  ne  was  lyke  none  of  the  route, 
For  I  dare  fwere,  withoutin  doute. 
That  as  the  fommcr*s  fonn^  bright 
Is  fairer,  clerer,  and  hath  more  lyght, 
Than  any  other  planet  in  hevcn. 
The  mon^  or  the  fterris  fcvcn. 
For  al  the  worlde  right  fo  had  (I\<:, 
Surmountin  *hem  al  of  beau  te. 
Of  manir,  and  of  comlyneft*e 
Of  ftature,  and  wel  fet  gladneCfe, 
Of  godelyhede,  and  fo  wel  bcfcy. 
Shortly,  yrhat  fhal  I  more  yfcy  ? 
By  God,  and  by  his  holowcs  twelve. 
It  was  my  fwcte  right  al  her  felve ; 
She  had  fo  ftedfaft  count^natmce. 
So  noble  porte  and  maintenmunce. 
And  Love,  that  wel  yherde  my  bone, 
Yhad  efpyid  me  thus  fone 
That  (he  fill  fone  in  my  thought  - 
As  helpe  me  God  fo  was  I  cougnt 
So  fodainly,  that  1  ne  toke 
No  maner  coun^e  but  at  her  loke 
And  at  min  hcrte ;  for  why  ?  her  eycn 
So  gUcUy  I  trowe  myn  hertc  feync. 
That  pbrely  tho  min  owni  thought 
Said  it  were  but  Serve  her  for  nQugbt 
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Tham  "wUk  tnotliir  to  be  wele ; 
And  it  w»s  fothe,  for  every  dele 
I  wil  anone  sight  tel  the  why : 
I  fftwe  her  daunce  fo  comxify 
Carol  and  fing  ib  fwetily, 
An<Ua«igh  and  play  (o  womanly. 
And  lolun  fo  debonairly. 
So  god^  fpeke  and  (o  frendely. 
That  certes  I  trowe  that  evirmore 
K'as  fene  lb  blisf&l  a  trefore ; 
For  erery  here  on  her  bed, 
The  fothe  to  fay,  it  was  n«t  red, 
Ne  neithir  yclowe  ne  browne  it  n*at, 
Me  thought  mode  like  to  golde  it  was; 
And  wbiche  eyin  my  lady  had, 
Bebonaice,  gode,  and  glad,  and  fad, 
Simple*,  of  gode  mokil,  not  to  wide; 
Tberto  her  lake  n*aa  not  aflde, 
Ne  oTtrthwart,  but  beict  £o  wele 
It  drewe  and  toke<ip  everydele    * 
Al  whiche  that  on  her  gan  beholde; 
Her  eyin  femed  anone  flic  woldc 
Have  mercy.  Folly  wendin  fo, 
fiat  it  was  ner  the  rathir  do; 
It  n'as  no  counterfetid  thinge. 
It  was  her  own^  pure  loking, 
Whiche  that  the  goddefle  Dame  Hatnse 
Had  made  *hem  opin  by  mefure 
And  doie,  for  were  (he  ner  fo  glad 
Her  loking  was  not  foliihe  fprad 
Ke  wildily  though  that  flie  plaide. 
But  er  me  thought  her  eyin  (aide 
By  Cod  my  wrathe  is  al  forieve ; 
Thcrwithher  Me  (b  well  to  live 
That  Dulnefie  was  of  her  adrad; 
She  n*as  to  fobre  ne  to  glad; 
In  alii  thingis  more  m^ure 
Ne  had  nevir  I  trowe  creture ; 
But  many*  pne  With  her  loke  ike  herte» 
Aad  that  Ikte  heriall  lyte  at  herte, 
For  ihe  kneve  nothipge  of  ther  thought  | 
But  wher  (he  knewe  or  kncwe  it  nought 
Algate  (he  ne*  rought  of  'hem  a  (be ; 
To  get  her  love  no  nere  n*as  ke 
That  woned  at  home  than  he  in  Inde; 
The  formift  was  alway  behinde  ; 
But  j^e  folke  ovir  al  othir 
She  loved  as  man  may  his  brothir. 
Of  wbiche  love  (he  -was  wondir  large 
In  ikilful  placis  that  here  charge; 
But  whiche  a  vilage  had  ihe  therto! 
Ala9 1  my  hertc  is  wondir  wo 
That  I  ne  can  difcrivin  it, 
Mc  bckith  botbe  Englifl>e  and  wit 
For  to  undo  it  at  the  ful. 
And  ckf  my  fpiritcs  ben  fo  dull 
So  grct  a  thingc  for  to  devifc ; 
1  have  no  wyt  that  can  fufiyic 
To  comprchcndin  her  bcautc; 
But  thus  moche  I  daic  faine,  that  (he 
Was  white,  rody,  frcftic,  lifcly  hewed, 
And  every  day  her  beautc  ncwcd ; 
And  nyghe  her  face  was  aldirberte^ 
Tcr  ccrtii  Natute  had  Ibclic  KHe 


To  make  that  faire,  that  trrwly  the 
Was  her  chefe  patron  of  beaute, 
And  chefe  eniaaiple''<of  al  her  wetke 
And  monibe,  for  be*  it  oer  fo  derke 
Me  thinketh  1  fe  her  evirmo; 
And  yet  moceovir,  thoogh  al  thm 
That  ever  lived  were  now  a  lyve 
Ne  wolde  thei  have  Toundc-tA  difcrire 
In  al  her  face  a  wickid  iigne, 
for  it  was  iad,  fiknpk*,  and  beoigne. 
And  ibche  a  godely  fwet^  ^peche 
Yhad  that  fwete,  my  ly v*js  iedie 
So  frendely,  andib  well  ygrovnded, 
Upon  reibn  fo  wel  ifoundad, 
And  fo  treuble  to  id  gode. 
That  I  dare  fwere  wel  by  the  rode 
Of  eloquence  was  nevir  fonde 
So  fwete  a  fowning,and  faconde, 
Ne  trewir  touted,  nc  fcomid  lafle, 
Ne  bet  comde  hele,  that  by  the  maCc 
I  durfte  fwere,  though  the  Pope  it  fonge. 
That  ther  was  ner  yet  through  her  tonge 
Man  ne  woman  gretly  harmid. 
As  for  her  was  al  harme  yhid, 
Ne  laife  flatiring  in  her  vrarde. 
That  purely  her  Simple  rocorde 
Was  tounde  af.trewe  as  any  bonde 
Or  troathe  of  any  man*is  honde. 

Ne  chide  ihe  coulde  nevir  a  dele. 
That  knowith  al  the  w^rlde  ful  wele. 
But  ibche  a^airenefie  •f  a  necke 
Yhad  that  fwete,  that  bone  mor  bcecke 
N'as  there  none  fcin  that  miiTciatte, 
It  was  white,  fmothe,ilreight,  and  pure  flatte, 
Wichoutin  hole  or  canel  bone, 
And  by  feming  ihe  ne  had  none. 

Her  throte,  as  1  have  nowe  memolre, 
Semed  as  a  rounde  totir  of  y  voire. 
Of  gode  gretncifc,  and  not  to  grete ; 
And  Faire  White  ywas  ike  bete. 
That  was  my  ladies  nantS  'right. 
And  ihe  was  therto  faire  and  bright; 
She  nc  had  not  her  nam^  wronge : 
Right  faire&oldirs  and  body  longe 
She  had,  and  armis  evir4ith, 
Fattiihe,  ileiby,  nat  gfete  ihcr  with; 
Right  white  hondia,  and  natlit  rede; 
Rouiuic  breibis ;  and  of  a  gode  brede 
Her  bippis  were  ;  a  ilreight  flatte  backe, 
I  knewe  on  her  none  otkir  lacke. 
That  al  her  limmis  n'ere  pure  fcwing. 
In  as  -fer re  as  I  had  knowing : 
Therto  ihe  couldc  fo  wel  yplaye 
What  that  her  lyftc,  that  1  dsrc4aye 
That  ihe  was  lyhe  to  torch  •  bright. 
That  every  man  may  take  of  hghc 
Vnough,  and  it  hath  nor  the  leljfc 
Of  manif  and  of  comlyneife. 

Right  fo  fa  rid  my  lady  dcre. 
For  every  wight  of  her  manere 
Moght  catchc  ynough  if  that  he  woMc, 
Yf  he  had  cycn  her  to^beholdq. 
For  1  dare  fwere  ^^c\  if  that  (he 
Had  amoi!gc  tonne  thoufande  ybc 
]{  H  h  iiij 
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She  woldln  have  be  at  the  hi(ke 

A  chcfc  niyrourc  of  al  the  fcftc, 

Though  they  had  ftondin  in  a  rowc 

To  mcimis  cyrn  that  coulde  have  knotre ; 

For.where  fo  men  had  plaide  or  waked 

Me  thought  the  felowihippe  a«  naked 

Withoutm  her  that  1  fawe  one* 

As  a  corowne  without  in  ftones ; 

Trewily  ftie  was  to  min  eye 

The*  foiein  phoenix  of  Artbyc, 

For  there  livith  nevir  but  one, 

Ne  fuche  as  fce  ne  knowe  I  none  : 

To  fpcke  of  godenefle,  trewly  ihe 

Had  as  mochil  dcbonairte 

As  cr  had  Hcftcr  in  the  Bible, 

And  more,  if  more  were  polfible ; 

And,  fothe  to  fayin,  therwithal 

She  hadde  a  witte  fo  genera], 

80  whole  enclinid  to  al  gode, 

'l*hat  ai  her  witte  was  fette  by  the*  rode 

"Without  milyce,  upon  gladnefle ; 

And  therto'  1  fawe  ner  yet  a  lefle 

Harmful  than  (he  wa^  in  doing ; 

I  fay  not  that  (he  n*  hadde  knowyng 

What  harme  ywas,  or  ellis  (he 

Had  coulde  no  gode,  fo  thinkith  me  ( 

And  uewly  for  to  fpeke  of  trouthc, 

But  (he  had  had  it  had  be  routhe, 

Therof  (he  had  fo  meche  her  dele. 

And  I  dare  faine  and  fwere  it  wele. 

That  Trouthe  him  felfe  over  al  and  al 

Hud  chofc  his  manor  principal 

In  her,  that  was  hii  refting  place ; 

Therto  (he  had  the  moft^  grace   ' 

To  have  ftedfafte  perfeveraunce. 

And  efy*  attempre  govirnaunce, 

I'hat  evir  I  kncwc  or  wifte  yet, 

So  pure  fuffdraunt  was  her  wit ; 

And  refon  gladly  (he*  onderftode, 

It  folowid  wel  (he  coulde  gode; 

She  uCd  gladly  to  do  wde  : 

Thcfc  were  her  manirs  every  dele. 

Therwith  (he  lovid  fo  wel  right 
She  wrongc  do  wouUlin  to  no  wight ; 
No  wight  re  might  do  her  no  (bamc, 
She  lovid  fo  wclfaerownc  name. 

Her  lud  to  Isolde  no  wight  in  honde, 
Nc  be  thou  (ikir  (he  wolde  not  fonde 
To  holdin  no  wight  in  balaunce 
By  halfe  wordc  nc  by  councinaunce, 
E  ut  if  men  wolde  upon  her  lye, 
Ne  fendc  men  into  Walakye, 
To  Pruife  and  to  Tartarie, 
1  o  Alifaundrie  ne  Turkye, 
And  biddc  him  fail  anon  that  he- 
(Jo  hode!e(re  into  the  dric  fc, 
And  come  home  by  the  Carrenare ; 

And,  Sir,  be  ye  nowc  full  ryght  ware 
That  I  may  of  ynu  here  men  faine 
Wur(hippc  or  that  ye  come  againe. 
'  i>he  ne  ufcd  no  fnche  knackis  (male  • 
But  therfofc  that  I  tcl  my^taie, 
Ri^rht  on  this  fame,  as  I  have  fa*.de» 
Was  whojly  a)  my  love  ylaide. 


For  certis  (he  was  thit  fwete  wife, 
My  fuffifaunce,  my  luile,  my  life, 
Min  hope,  min  hele,  and  al  my  bleife. 
My  woridc's  welfare  and  my  goddedie, 
And  I  wholly*  hers,  and  every  dele. 

By*  our  Lorde !  (quod  I)  I  trowe  you  welc, 
Hardly  your  love  was  wel  befet, 
I  n*ot  howe  it  might  have  do  bet. 
Bettir  !  ne  not  fo  wel  (quod  he.) 
I  trowe  it.  Sir,  (quod  I)  patde. 

Nay  leve  it  wel.  Sir,  fo  do  1 ; 
I  leve  you  wel  that  trewily 
You  thought  that  (he  yvras  the  beft, 
And  to  beholde  the  alder£aireft, 
Who  fo  had  loked  her  with  your  eyen. 

With  myn !  tiay,  al  whiche  that  her  fcyen 
Sayid  and  (wore  that  it  was  fo. 
And  though  they  ne  had  I  wolde  tho 
Have  lovid  heft  ray  lady  fre 
Though  I  had  had  al  the  beaote 
I'hat  er  had  Alcibiadet, 
And  al  the  (Irength  of  Hercules,  . 
And  thereto  had  the  worthinefie    . 
Of  Alifaundre',  and  al  the*  richeffc 
That  evir  was  in  Babylotne, 
In  Carthage  or  in  Macedoinc» 
Or  in  Rome  or  in  Nineve, 
And  therto  al  fo  hardy  be 
As  was  He<ftor,  fo  have  I  joye. 
That  Achilles  yflough  at  Troyc, 
And  therefore  was  he  flayne  alfo 
In  a  temple,  for  both*^  two         ' 
Were  (laine,  he*  and  AntUegius^ 
And  (o  faithe  Darius  Fregius>    - 
For  the  love  of  Polyxena, 
Or  ben  as  wife  as  Minerv]^ 
I  wolde  evir  without  in  drede 
Have  lovid  her,  for  I  muft  nede. 

Nedc !  nay,  trewly  I  gabbe  nowe ; 
Nought  nedc,  and  I  wol  tellia  howe,- 
For  of  golde  wil  min  herte  it  wolde. 
And  eke  to  love  her  I  was  holde. 
As  for  the  fairift  and  the  beile ; 
She  was  as  gode,  fo  have  I  rcfte, 
As  was  Penelope  of  Grece, 
Or  as  the  noble  wife  Lucrece, 
That  was  the  befte,  he  tellith  thus 
The  Roman  Titus  Livins, 
She  was  as  gode,  and  nothing  like. 
Though  ther  (lories  be  autentike, 
Algate  (be  was  as  trewe  as  (he. 

But  wherfore  that  I  tellin  the. 
Whan  that  I  fir(l  my  lady  fey 
I  was  right  yonge,  the  fothe  to  fey. 
And  ful  grete  nede  I  had  to  leme. 
Whan  that  myn  hertd  woldin  ycme ; 
To  love  it  was  a  gret  emprife. 
But  as  my  wite  wolde  befte  fuffife ; 
Aftir  my  yonge  and  childely  wit 
Withoutin  drede  I  befet  it 
To  lovin  her  in  my  belle  vrifc. 
To  do*  her  wurihip  and  the  fervife 
Whiche  that  I  coude  tho,  by  my  trouthe, 
Withoutin  faining  cithir  (loutbe. 
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For  wondir  hint  I  woldc  her  fie; 

So  mokill  k  am^did  me, 

That  whan  I  fa  we  her  a  morowe 

I  was  warUbed  of  al  my  (browe 

.Of  al  day  aftir  tel*  it  were  eve ; 

Me  thoughtin  Dothiogc  might  me  greve 

Were  my  furowes  nevir  fo  fmerte. 

And  yet  fhc  fyt  fo  in  min  heite 

That  by  my  trouthe  1  n*oldd  nought 

For  al  this  worlde  out  of  my  thought 

Vleve  my  lady  j  no  trewly. 

Now  by  my  troBthd,  Sif,  (quod  I) 
Me  thinkith  you  have  foche  a  chaunce 
As  ihrifte  withoat  in  repenuunce. 

Repentaunce  aay,  nay ;  fyc '.  (quod  he) 
Shuldin  I  no  we  repentiA  me 
To  love?  nay,  certei,  than  were  I  wcl 
Worfe  than  ywat  Achitophel 
Or  Antenor,  (o  have  I  joye. 
The  traitottr  that  betrayid  Troye, 
Or  than  the  falfe  Gaoehon, 
He  thatMirchafid  the  traifon 
Of  Rouuuide  andof  OliTcrc  ; 
Nay,  while  that  I  am  alive  hen? 
I  n*yl  foriet  her  nevinno. 

Nowe,  gode  Sir,  qaod  I  to  him  tho. 
Ye  have  wel  tolde  me  here  before. 
It'  is  no  nede  to  reherle  it  more, 
Howe  that  ye  Catwe  her  firft,  and  where, 
but  wolde  ye  tel  me  the  manere 
To  her  whiche  was  your  firfti  fpcche, 
Therof  I  wold^  you  bcfeche, ' 
And  howe  that  (he  knewe  firft  your  diought, 
Whethir  ye  lovid  her  or  nought. 
And  telleth  me  eke  what  ye  have  lore ; 
I  herde  you  tellin  here  before. 
Ye  laide  thou  n'odHt  what  thou  meneft. 
For  I  have  lofte  more  thap  thou  weneft? 
And  what  \o^  it  that  i  (quod  I  tho ;) 
N*il  (he  not  love  you  ?  if  it  fo  ? 
Or  havin  ye  ought  done  amis. 
That  ihe  hath  left  you  ?  is  it  thi«  i 
For  Godd'is  love  telleth  me  aL 

Before  God  (quod  (he)  and  I  (hal. 
I  (ay  right  as  I  have  yfaide. 
On  her  was  al  my  love  ylaid^. 
And  yet  (he  n*iile  it  ner  a  dele 
Not  long^  tyme,  Icvith  it  wele. 
For  be  rieht  fykbr  I  durft  nought 
For  al  this  worlde  tel  her  my  thought, 
Ne*  1  wolde  have  wrathid  her  trewly ; 
For  woCl  thou  why  ?  (he  was  hdy 
Of  the  body  that  had  theiierte, 
And  whofo'  hath  that  may  not  afterte. 

But  for  to  kepe  me  fro'  ydlenc(fo 
Trewly  f  dyd  my  bufinefle 
To  ma^kc  fongis  as  1  heft  coude. 
And  oftin  time  I  fonge  'hem  fonde. 
And  made  fongis  this  a  grete  dele. 
Although  I  coud  nat  make  fo  wele 
SoDgis,  ne  knewe  the  arte  fo  al. 
As  coude  Lamek'b  fone  Tubal, 
That  founde  out  firfte  the  arte  of  fonge, 
For  as  his  hrothir*»  bamirs  rongv 


Upon  his  anvelt  up  and  doirne 
Therof  he  toke  the  (irfie  fowne. 

But  Greket  faine  of  Pythagoras 
That  he  the  fir(^  findir  y  was 
Of  the'  arte,  Aurora  teUith  fo ; 
But  therof  no  force  of  'hern  two ; 
Algatis  fongis  thus  I  made 
Of  my  felyng,  min  herte  to  glade. 
And  lo !  this  \vas  the  althir  firft, 
1  n'ot  whethir  it  were  the  worft  : 

l«orde !  it  makith  min  hertd  light 
Whan  that  I  thinke  on  that  fwete  wight 
That  is  fo  femely  on  to  fo. 
And  wi(he  to  God  it  flcugktfo  be 
That  (he  wolde  holde  me  for  her  knight. 
My  lady ,  that*  is  fo  (aire  and  bright. 

Nowe  have  I  tolde  the,  fo^  to  fay. 
My  firfte  fonge.    Upon  a  day 
I  bethought  me  what  mochil  wo 
And  forowe  that  I  fuffrid  tho 
For  her,  and  yet  flie  wifte  it  nought ; 
Ne  tel  her  durft  I  pot  my  thought : 
Alas !  thaught  I,  I  can  no  red^. 
And  but  I  tel  her,  I  am  but  dedc. 
And  if  I  tel  her,  to  fay  (bcbc 
I  am  adradde  (he  wol  be  wrotbe : 
Ahs  *  what  (hal  I  than  ydd  i 
In  this  debate  I  was  fo  wo 
Me  thought  myne  heite  braft  atwainc. 
So  at  the  laft,  fothe  for  to  faine, 
I  bethought  me  that  Dame  Nature 
Ne  formid  nevir  in  cretwre 
fio  mochil  beauty  trewtly 
And  bountie  wtthoutin  mercy. 

In  hope  of  that  my  tale  I  tokle 
With  forowe,  as  that  1  ner  iholde 
For  nedis,  and  maugre  myne  hed 
I  muft  have  tolde  her  or  be  ded. 
I  n'ot  wel  howe  that  I  began, 
Ful  yvil  reherfe  it  I  can. 
And  eke,  as  helpc  me  God  withal, 
1  trowe  it  was  in  the  difmal. 
That  was  the  ten  woundes  of  Egypte. 
For  many  a  worde  I  oviHkipte 
In  telling  my  tale,  for  pure  fere 
Left  that  my  wordis  my(refet  were  ; 
With  forowfiil  hert  and  woundes  dede^ 
Softely,  and  quaking  for  pure  drede 
And  (hame,  and  ftinting  in  my  tale 
For  ferde,  and  min  hewc  all^  paie ; 
Ful  ofte  I  wezte  bothe  pale  and  red. 
Bowing  to  her  I  hinge  the  hed ; 
I  durft  not  onis  lake  her  on, 
For  wit,  manir,  and  al»  was  gone ; 
I  faide,  Mercy,  fwete!  and  no  more : 
It  n'as  no  game ;  it  (ate  me  fore. 

So  at  the  lafte,  the  fothe  to  faine. 
Whan  that  myne  herte  was  come  agaiae, 
To  tellin  (hortJy  a]  my  fpeche. 
With  whole  herte  I  gan  her  befeche 
That  fhc  wolde  be  my  lady  fwete. 
And  fwore  and  hertely  gan  her  bete 
£vir  to  be  ftedfafte  and  trewe. 
And  love  her  alway  freihiy  newe, 


490 


THB  DR9ME  OF  CHAUCEIL 


And  aeyir  o^r  lady  hate. 
And  al  ho*  worihip  for  to  (ave 
At  1  befte  coiide,  I  fwere  her  tbh^ 
For  yours  it  al  that  er  ther  it, 
^or  evirmore,  myne  hert^  fwete! 
And  per  to  faife  you  but  I  mete 
I  n*yl,  at  wife  God  hdpe  me  fo. 

And  whan  I  had  my  tak  ydo 
Cod  wote  (he*  acomptid  not  a  ftn 
Of  al  my  tale,  fo  thoughtin  me ; 
To  tel  Ihortly,  tight  at  it  it, 
Trewly  her  anfwere  it  wat  this; 
i  can  not  nowe  wel  contrefete 
Her  wordit,  but  this  wat  the  gret« 
Of  her  anfwere  :  (he  fayid  Nay 
All  utterly.  Alas  that  day 
The  forowe*  I  fuffi-id  and  the  wo  \ 
That  trewly  Caffandra,  that  fo 
Bewaylid  the  diftmccion 
Of  Troy^  and  of  Ilioa 
Had  ner  foche  forowe  as  I  tho ; 
1  durftin  no  more  fay  therto  ^ 
^r  pure  fere,  but  yftale  away^  ^ 
And  thus  I  lyved  Sui  many  a  day 
That  trewily  I  had  no  nede 
]Ferthit  than  at  my  bedd'is  hede 
Kevir  a  day  to  fechio  forowe, 
I  founde  it  redy  erery  morowe ; 
for  why  ?  I  loved  her  in  no  gere, 

So  it  befoll  an  othiryere 
I  thought  onis  1  wouldin  fonde 
^o  doe  her  knowe  and  oadiriUnidt 
iAj  wo ;  and  (he  well  undirftodc 
That  I  ne  wilnid  thyng  but  gode 
And  worihip,  and  to  kepc  her  name 
Ovir  all  thynget,  and  drede  her  ihamtt^ 
And  was  fo  buiie  her  to  fonre. 
And  pitie  were  I  ihouldin  fterve, 
£ithe  that  I  wilned  none  harme  iwi&, 
So  when  my  ladle  knewe  all  this, 
^y  ladie  yave  me  all  whellie 
The  noble  yeft  of  her  mercie, 
Savyng  her  worihip  by  al  waies ; 
Dredelcifc  I  mene  none  othir  waies. 
And  therewith  ihe  yave  me  a  ryng, 
I  trow^  it  was  the  firft^  thyng  : 
But  if  myp^  herte  vras  iwaxe 
Clad  that  it  ii  no  nede  to  axe. 

As  helpe  me  Gpod  I  was  as  blive 
Yraiiid  as  fro  deth  to  live. 
Of  all  happit  the  aldirbeft. 
The  gladdiil  and  the  moile  at  red 
Tor  truilie  that  fwete  wight, 
\¥hen  I  had  wrong  and  £be  the  right, 
8be  wouldin  alwaie  fo  godclie 
Foryeve  me  fodebonairlie ; 
In  aile  my  youth,  in  alle  chaunce. 
She  toKp  me  in  her  govirnaunce  ; 
Therewith  ihe  was  alwaie  fo  true. 
Our  joye  was  ty'ir  iliche  newe ; 
Our  hertis  weme  fo  even  a  paire. 
That  nevir  n'as  that  one  contraire 
Unto  that  othir  for  no  wo, 
For  fothc  iUd\e  tl^ci  fuirid  thfi* 


Oblifl*e,  and  eke  o  %owebothe! 
Iliche  thei  were  bothe  glad  andwrock^ 

All  wa»  us  one  withouttn  were; 
And  thtu  we  lived  ftdl  many*  a  yere 
So  well  I  can  not  tellin  kow. 

Sir,  (<fK>d  I)  and  where  is  ihe  now  I 
Now!  quod  he,  and  yilinte  anone. 
Therewith  he  woxe  as  dedde  as  iione. 
And  faied,  Alas  that  I  vras  bore ! 
That  vras  the  loffe  that  here  before 
I  tolde  the  that  I  had  ylorae. 

Bethinkedie  liow  I  iaied  beforte 
Thou  woile  ful  lityl  what  then  meneft. 
For  f  have  loile  more  then  (bou  wendl. 

God  wot,  alas  i  right  that  vras  ihe. 
Alas,  Sir!  how?  what  mate  that  be  f 
She  is  deddtfl  Naid  Yes,  by  my  tronthe. 

Is  that  your  lofle?  by  God  i^  k  routhe. 

And  with  that  vrord^  right  anone 
Tliei  gan  to  (tiakt  forthe;  allwasdoie 
For  that  tym^  the  hart  huotyng. 

With  that  me  thoughtin  that  this  kyng 
Began  homewardis  for  to  ride 
Unto  a  place  vras  there  befide, 
Whiche  that  was  from  us  but  a  lite^ 
A  long  caftill  with  walUs  white, 
By  SainA  John,  on  a  rich^  hill. 
As  me  mette ;  but  th^  itbefill : 

Right  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yon  tell, 
That  in  the  cafteH  there  wa«a  bell. 
As  it  had  ikfrttin  houris  tvrelve, 
Aud  therewith  1  awdte  my  fdve, 
Aftd  found  me  lying  in  my  bedde. 
And  the  boke  whiche  that  I  had  redde 
Of  Aliyone  and  Ceiz  the  kyng. 
And  of  the  goddis  of  Slepyng, 
I  found  it  in  -myne  hoad  fml  evin; 
Thought  I  tkis'  is  fo  queint  a  fyrevin 
That  I  would  by  procelle  of  tyme 
Fonde  to  put  thisfwevin  in  rime 
As  I  can  beil,  and  that  anon : 
Tbis  was  my  fwevin,  now  it'  is  doem 

1 
Tbisjiemi  an  4Mroj  U  iht  Dmh  tfLam^  ^ttr  H* 
hft  of  Bfandi^ 

Mr  mailer,  l^e,  Wkeo  of  Chriil  «ur  kjng 
Was  aikid.  What  is  tuothc  or  ibthfaibdler 
He  not  a  w^rde  an^erde  to  that  afryng, 
As  who  faieth,  no  maane  is  all  true  I  gdTe; 
And  therefore  though  I  bight  for  to  ezprdE; 
The  forowe*  and  wo  that  is  in  manage 
I  dare  not  writen  of  it  o*  vrtckxdneil^ 
Left  I  my  fclf  fall  eft  in  focke  douge. 

I  woU  not  faie  how  that  it  it  the  chaioc 
Of  Sathanas  on  whiche  he  knawith  ever, 
But  I  dare  faioe  were  he  out  of  his  paine 
As  by  his  will  Jie  would  be  boundin  never i 
But  thilke  dotid  fole  that  eft  hath  lever 
Ichainid  be  than  out  of  prifone  crepe, 
God  let  l\ym  ncvir  fro  his  woe  diioevcr, 
Ne  no  manhyiii  Jicwailia  though  he  wcpe. 
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Bbt  yet  Icfle  thon  do  woiie  takith  a  wife ; 
At  is  t9  M/eddi  than  brennin  in  nwtrfe  n/eife  ; 
But  thou  {halt  have  forowb  on  thy  fleihe  thy  life, 
An<l  ben  thy  wiv*is  thralle,  aa  iaine  thefe  wife; 
And  if  that  holy  writte  male  not  fufiUe, 
Experience  (hall  the  teche,  fo  maie  happe : 
Take  the  waie  Icvir  to  be  taken  in  Friie 
T^n  eft  t9  fall  ofwcddyng  in  the  treppe. 


This  lityl  writte,  proveH>lt  qr  €g«re^ 
I  fend  you,  takith  kepe  of  it  I  rede ; 
Unmfife  is  be  that  earn  mo  Mode  emdmrt ; 
Jftbou  U  Jikir  put  tbt  mtt  in  drwde. 
The  Wife  of  Bathe  I  praie  yon  that  ye  rede 
Of  this  matter  whicbe  that  we  hare  en  bonde  \ 
God  grauntin  you  your  life  ^ly  to  lede 
In  firedome,  for  foi^  is  it  ^  l>e  b90de^ 
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yi//  Fowlef  are  gathered  before  Nature  on  St,  Valentine^ t  Day  to  cbufe  their  mates.  A 
formal  eagle  being  beloved  of  three  tercels  requireth  a  yearns  refpite  to  make  her  cboke^ 
^j>on  this  triallf  Qui  bicn  aime  tard  oublie,  he  that  loveth  well  is  flow  to  forget. 


Tat  life  fo  (hort,  the  craft  fo  long  to  lerne. 
The  affaye  fo  hard,  fo  (harp  the  conqueryng. 
The  drcdcfull  joy,  alwaie  that  flit  fo  yeme. 
All  this  mcne  I  by  Lore,  that  my  felyng 
Aftonieth  "with  hit  wondirfull  werkyng 
So  fore  iwis,  that  when  I  on  him  thinke 
Naught  wete  I  well  whether  I  flete  or  (ink. 

For  all  be  that  I  knowe  not  Love  in  dede, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  auitith  folke  ther  hire. 
Yet  happith  me  full  ofte  in  bokis  rede 
Of  his  miradis  and  his  cruill  ire, 
There  rede  1  wcU  he  woll  be  lorde  and  iirc  ; 
I  dare  not  faie  his  {Irokis  be  fo  fore. 
But  God  favc  foche  a  lorde '  I  can  no  more. 

Of  ufage,  what  for  luft  and  what  for  lore. 
On  bokis  xcde  I  off,  as  I  yon  tolde. 
But  wherforc  that  I  fpeke  all  this,  naught  yore 
Agon  it  happid  me  for  to  beholde 
Upon  a  boke  iwritte  with  lettirs  old. 
And  thereupon  a  certain  thing  to  Icme, 
The  longe  daic  full  fail  I  radde  and  yeme; 

For  out  of  the  old  feldis,  as  men  faieth, 
Comith  all  this  ncwc  corne  fro  yere  to  ycrc. 
And  out  of  old^  bokis,  in  gode  faieth, 
Comith  all  this  ncwe  fcience  that  men  lerc  : 
But  now  to  purpole  :  as  of  this  mattcre 
To  redin  forthe,  it  gan  me  fo  delite 
That  all  the  daie  me  thought  it  but  a  lite. 

This  boke  of  which  I  makin  mencion 
Entitlid  was  dight  thus,  as  1  Oiall  tell, 
TuUius  of  the  Drame  of  Scipion ; 
Chapiters  feven  it  had  of  heven  and  hell. 
And  yerth,  and  foulis  that  therein  do  dwell. 
Of  whichc,  as  fliortly  as  1  can  it  trete. 
Of  this  fcfltencc  I  woll  you  fainc  the  grctc. 


Firft  tellith  it  when  Scipion  was  come 
In  Aflrike  how  he  metith  Mafllnifle, 
That  hym  for  joie  in  amiis  hath  inome ; 
Then  tellith  he  her  fpeche  and  all  the  blifle 
That  was  betwixt  *hem  till  the  daie  gan  miflct 
And  how  his  auncefter  Affrikan  fo  dere 
Gan  in  his  flepe  that  night  till  hym  appere : 

Then  tellith  it  that  from  a  ftarrie  place 
How  Afirikan  hath  hym  Carthage  ywewed, 
And  wamid  hym  beibme  of  all  his  grace. 
And  iaiedhym,  What  man,  lerid  eithir  leude. 
That  lovith  common  profite  well  itheude. 
He  ihould  into  a  blisfuU  place  ywende. 
There  as  joye  is  that  laft  withoutin  ende  t 

Then  a^d  he  if  folke  that  here  ben  dcde 
Have  life  and  dwcUyng  in  an  othir  place  i 
And  Afirikan  fiued  Ye,  withoutin  drede. 
And  how  our  prefent  worly  Hv*is  fpace 
N'is  but  a  manir  deth,  what  waie  we  trace. 
And  rightf ull  folke  (hull  goo  aftir  thei  die 
To  hcTcn,  and  fliewid  hym  the  Galaxie : 

Then  (hewed  he  him  the  little  yerth  that  here »« 
To  regarde  of  the  heyin's  quantite. 
And  after  (hewid  he  hym  the  nine  fperis, 
And  aftir  that  the  melodic  herd  he 
That  comith  of  thylke  fperis  thryis  thre. 
That  Welles  of  mufike  ben  and  melodic 
In  this  worlde  here  and  caufe  of  harmooie : 

Then  laid  he  him,  Sens  that  yerth  was  fo  lite* 
And  full  of  tourment  and  of  hanU  grace, 
That  He  ne  (huld  hym  in  this  worlde  delite ; 
Then  told  he  him  in  certain  yens  fpace 
That  every  fterre  (hould  come  into  his  place 
There  it  was  Crft,  and  all  (hould  out  of  mind 
That  in  this  world  is  doen  of  all  mankynd : 
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Hien  praied  hym  Scipk>n  to  tell  hym  all 
The  waie  to  come  into  that  hevin  blifie ; 
Aod  he  &ied,  Firft  knowe  thyfelf  immortall, 
AM  loke  aie  bufely  that  thou  werche  aod  wiiTe 
To  common  profite»  and  thou  (halt  not  mifle 
To  come  fwiftlf  unto  that  plac€  dere 
That  full  of  bliiTe  is  and  of  foulis  clere. 

And  brekirsof  the  bwe,  the  fothe  to  falne. 
And  likerouft  fo&e  aftir  that  thei  ben  de<ie, 
Shull  whirle  about  the  vorlde  alwaic  in  pain 
Till  maoy*  a  workk  be  paffid,  out  of  drede. 
And  then  fbryevin  all  ther  wickid  dede; 
Then  (hullin  thei  come  to  that  bUftfoU  place, 
To  whiche  to  comin  Ood  fcndin  the  ^pracc. 

The  daie  gan  failin;  and  the  datkt  night. 
That  revith  bcftis  from  their  bufinefle, 
Berafte  rae  my  boke  for  Ucke  of  liffat. 
And  to  my  bedde  1  gan  me  for  to  drefTe, 
FnlfiUed  of  thought  and  bufie  herinefie. 
For  bothe  I  had  thyng  whiche  that  I  Ae  wolde, 
And  eke  I  lie  had  that  thyng  that  I  wi»kle. 

But^  finally,  my  fpirife  at  the  hfte, 
For  werie  of  my  labour  t^\  that  daie, 
Toke  reft,  that  madtn  mt  to  flepia  fafte, 
And  in  my  flepe  I  met  as  that  I  kue 
How  AfiHkan,  right  in  the  felf  araie 
That  Sdpion  hym  iawe  before  that  tide, 
Vm  come,  and  ftode  right  at  my  bedd'is  fide. 

The  wcrift  bttntb*  ilepyng  in  his  bedde 
The  wodde  ayen  his  minde  gokh  anone. 
The Judge  p^tmith  how  his  plees  be  fpedde, 
The  cartir  dremith  how  his  cartis  gone. 
The  rich  of  gold,  the  knight  fight  with  his  fooe. 
The  ficke  ymette  he  dtinkith  of  the  tonne, 
TheloTirmette  he  hath  his  ladle  wonne. 

Can  I  not  iaine  if  that  the  caufe  ywere 
For  I  had  radde  of  Afitican  bcfome 
That  madin  me  to  mete  that  he  ftode  there. 
But  thua  taid  he ;  Thau  haft  the  fo  wel  borne 
In  lokyng  of  fflyne  olde  boke  all  to  tome. 
Of  which  Macrobie  ne  raught  not  a  lite. 
That  fomedele  of  thy  kbour  would  I  quite. 

Thoti  Citherea,  blisfuU  ladie  fwete ! 
That  with  thy  &tc  brond  dauntift  when  the  left, 
That  madift  metbisfwevin  for  to  mete. 
Be  thoa  my  hdpe  in  this,  for  thou  malft  heft, 
As  wifely  as  I  feigh  the  north  northwsft 
When  I  began  my  fwrvin  for  to  write. 
So  yerc  me  might  to  time  it  and  endite. 

This  forc£ftid  Aftrtkan  me  hent  anone, 
Andlorthe  'with  hym  unto  a  gate  y brought 
Right  of  a  parke  ywallid  with  grene  ilcne, 
A^  o'er  d»e  gate  with  lettirs  large  y  wrought 
There  werin  Teriis  writtin,  as  me  thought. 
On  cithir  halfe,  of  foil  grete  difference. 
On  which  1  fball  you  faic  the  plain  fcntence. 

-Through  me  men  gon  into  that  blisful  place 
Of  hertis  hele-and  d<^y  woundis  cure, 
ThroBgh  me  men  gone  into  the  well  of  grace, 
There  grene  and  lullie  Maie  (hall  er  endure; 
l*his  is  the  waic  to  all  gode  avinture  i 
Be  glad,  thou  reader,  and  thy  fotowe*  of  caft, 
All  tfpcn  am  1;  pa(le  in^  and  fpede  the  f»ft. 


Throughme  men  gon,tHen  fjpake  that  otulrudv, 
Unto  the  mortall  fhvkia  of  the  fpere, 
Of  whiche  DlfiJaifl  and  Daungir  is  the  gidc, 
Thei%nevir  tre  (hall  fVuid  ne  iovis  here; 
This  ilreme  you  ledith  to  the  XorowfuUfwere 
There  as  the  fifhe  in  prifon  is  all  drie ; 
Th*  cfchewyng  is  onely  the  remedies 

Thefe  ferfis  of  gold  and  afore  w^itte^were. 
Of  whiche  1  gan  a^onicd  to  bcholde. 
For  with  that  one  encrefid  all  ny  fisre. 
And  with  that othir  ganmy  faerte  toholde; 
That  one  me  bet,  that  otbir  did  me  oolde*:  ' 

No  wit  bad  I  for  errour  for  to  chcfc 
To  entre*  or  flie,  or  me  to  faveor  lefio. 

Right  as  betWTxin  adamands  two 
Of  evin  wdght  a  pece  of  yron  fet 
Ne  hath  no  might  to  movin  to  ne  fro. 
For  what  that  one  maie  hale  that  othir  let-; 
So  fared  I,  that  I  n*ift  where  me  was  bet 
To  eotfe'  or  leve,  til  Afirican  ray  gide 
Mehcnt,  and fho^  in  at  the  gatis  wide. 

And  faied.  It  ftandith  writtin  in  thy  face 
Thyne  errour,  though  thou  tel(  it  not  to  me. 
But  dredthe  not  to  come  into  this  place. 
For  this  writyng  is  nothynfr  mente  by  the, 
Ne  by  none  but  he  Lov'isfervaont  be*. 
For  thou  of  loTC  haft  loft  thy  taft  I  gefle. 
As  ficke  man  hath  of  fwete  and  bitttme£^ 
But  nathiles,.althoogh  that  thou  be  dull. 
That  which  thou  cauft  not  doe  yetmaieft  thoafc. 
For  many  aman  that  maie  not'flande  a  p«U 
Yet  liketh  it  hym  at  wreftlyng  for  to  be. 
And  dcmith  wbethir  he  doehct  or  he ; 
And  if  thou  haddift  connyng  for  t*  endite 
I  fhaU  the  fhewin  nuttir  of  to  write. 

With  that  ny  hand  in  his  he  tttke  anon, 
Of  whiche  I  comfort  caught,  and  went  in  faft ; 
But  Lorde !  fo  I  Atas  gkd  and  well  bcgon ! 
For  ovir  all  where  I  myneeyiircaft 
Were  treis  chd  with  lercs  that  aie  ihal  laft, 
£che  in  his  kinde,  with  colour  fnAc  and  grcne 
As  emeraude,  that  joie  it  was  tofene. 

The  bildir  oke,  and  eke  the  bardie  alike. 
The  pillir  ehue,  the  cofir  uato  carainc. 
The  boxe  pipetre^  the  bohneto  whippisiasfbe. 
The  failing  firre,  the  cypres  diith  to  piane. 
The  ihotir  ewe,  the  afpe  for  ft^tis  plaine. 
The*  olive  of  pece,  and  tkt  the  dronkin  vine. 
The  vi6lor  paime,  the  laurir  to  £ii&e. 

A  gordein  fawe  I  full  of  blolbtted'  bowis 
Upon  a  rivir  in  a  gi^nd  nvede 
There -as  fweteneflUe  evirmore  inough  is. 
With  flouris  white  and  Uewe,  yelowc  and  n6% 
And  coMe  and  clere  wcUeibremis  nothyng  dede. 
That  fw^mmin  full  of  fmald  fifkas  light,  - 
With  finnis  rede  and  icalis  fUvir  bright.  / 

On  every  boogh  the  birdis  herd  I  fyag 
With  voice  of  angell  in  their  harmonic, 
That  bufied  *hem  ther  birdis  forthe  to  bryag. 
The  little  pretie  conies  to  ther  plaie  gan  hie, 
And  furthir  all  abont  1  gan  efpie 
The  dredftill  toe«  the  buck,  the  hart,  and  hiiid^ 
Squlril^,  and  beltis  fmall  of  gentle  I 
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Of  in(biiinent8  of  ibingis  in  accorde 
Herd  I  fo  plaie  a  niTiihyng  fwetnefle 
That  God,  thatmakir  is  ^  all  and  lorde, 
Ne  herd  nerir  a  bettir,  at  I  gefle, 
Therewidi  a  winde,  unneth  it  might  be  lefTe, 
M^e  in  the  leris  grene  a  noif<^  fdFt 
Accordant  to  the  Fouiit  fong  on  loft; 

The  aire  of  the  place  fo  attempre  wai 
That  ner  wasther  grcvaunce  of  hot  nc  cold. 
There  was  eke  every  whoUome  fpice  and  gras, 
Ke  DO  xiian  male  there  wazin  iike  ne  old ; 
Yet  was  there  mor^  joie  a  thooiande  fold 
Then  1  can  tell,  or  trir  could  or  might; 
There  is  evir  dere  dale  and  neTir  night. 

Undir  a  tre  beiide  a  well  1  feye 
Cnpide  our  lorde  his  arrowes  forge  and  file,- 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  all  rcdie  laye. 
And  wen  his  donghtir  temprid  all  the  whik 
The  heddis  in  the  well,  and  with  her  wile 
She  eouchid  *hem  aftir  at  thei  fliould  fenre« 
Some  for  to  flea,  and  fome  tt  woimd  and  carte.' 

Tbo  was  I  ware  of  Plefance  anoh  right. 
And  of  Arrai,  JLufte,  Beaute*,  and  Curtifie, 
And  of  the  craft  that  can  yhave  the  niight 
To  doen  bT  force  a  wight  to  docn  foKe,- 
Dtsfigiirid  was  flie,  1  will  not  He, 
And  by  himfelf,  nndir  an  oak  1  gefley 
Sawe  I  delitc,  that  flode  with  Gentilnefle  : 

Then  fawe  1  fieautie  with  a  nice  attre, 
Ard  Youth,  all  full  of  game  and  jolite, 
Fole  Hardineife,  Flattirie,and  Defire, 
MeiTagcrie,  and  Mede,  and  othir  thrc, 
Thcr  narois  fliaU  nothere  be  tolde  for  me, 
And  upon  pillars  grete  of  jafpir  long 
I  fawe  a  temple'  of  braffe  ifoundid  (hong : 

And  about  the  temple  dauncid  alwaie 
Women  inow,  of  which  fome  there  ywere 
Faire  of  *hemfel£,  and  fome  of  'hem  were  gaie  ^ 
In  kirtils  all  diflxereled  went  thei  there. 
That  was  thcr  office  cr  fro  yere  to  ycre ; 
And  on  the  temple  fawe  I  white  and  faire 
Of  dovls  littyng  many*  a  thoufande  paire. 

Before  the  temple  dore  full  fobirlie 
Bame  Pece  yfat,  a  curtaine  in  her  honde^ 
And  her  beddis  wondir  difcretlie 
Dame  Padence  yiittyng  there  I  fonde, 
With  face  pale,  upon  an  hille  of  fonde. 
And  althir  ncxte,  within  and  eke  without, 
Beheft  and  Arte,  and  of  thet  folke  a  rout. 

Within  the  temple*  of  fighis  hole  as  fire    ' 
I  herd  a  fwough  that  gan  about  to  ren, 
Whiche  ilghit  were  cngendrid  with  dcfire 
Tbat  madin  every  herte  for  to  bren 
Of  new^  flambe ;  and  well  cfpied  I  then 
That  all  tiie  caufe  of  forowes  that  thei  drie 
Come  of  the  bittir  goddis  JclouHe. 

The  god  Priapus  fawe  I  as  1  wpnt 
Within  the  temple'  in  fovcraiiic  place  yllondc 
In  foche  arraie  as  when  the  affe  iiym  flient 
With  eric  by  night,  and  with  fccptre  in  hondc; 
Full  bufilic  men  ban  allaie  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hedde  to  fet  of  fondrie  hcwe 
Gurlacdisfollof  frcihc  iloum  uewe  : 


And  in  a  privie  comer  in  difp6ft 
Found  I  Venus  and  her  portir  Richcile, 
That  was  full  noble*  a^d  hautin  of  her  port ; 
Darke  Was  that  place,  bpt  altirwarde  li^tnclc 
I  fawe  a  lite,  nxmcthes  it  might  be  leile. 
And  on  a  bed  of  golde  ihe  hue  to  rcfte 
I'ill  that  the  bote  fonne  began  to  wejle. 
Her  gildid  hexis  with  a  goldin  thrcde 
Iboundm  were,  untreflid  as  ihe  hie. 
And  nakid  from  the  breil  unto  the  hede 
Men  might  her  fe,  and,  fothly  for  to  faie, 
The  remcnaunt  covired  well  to  |uy  paio 
Right  w^th  a  lityl  kerchcfe  of  Valence; 
There  n'as  no  thickir  clothe  of  no  dcfcncr. 
The  place  gave  a  thoufande  favours  fote^ 
And  Bacchus,  god  of  Wine^  fate  her  beiiik. 
And  Ceres  next,  that  doeth  of  huxwcr  bote, 
And,  as  I  iaied,  amiddis  laie  Cypnde, 
To  whom  on  knds  the  yoog  folkis  cride 
To  be  ther  helpe  ;  but  thus  I  let  her  lie. 
And  fart^  ki  the  temple*  I  gan  efoie, 

That  in  difpite  of  l)iana  the  chafte 
Full  many  a  bowe  ibroke  hisg  on  the  wall 
Of  maidint,  foche  as  gone  ther  tymit  wafie 
In  her  ferrice,  and  paintid  ovir  all 
Of  many*  a  ftorie*,  of  whiche  I  touchin  ihall 
A  fewe,  as  of  Califlo*  and  Atalante, 
And  many*  a  maide  of  which  the  mine  I  waQt< 

Semenunit,  Gandace*,  and  Hercules, 
Biblis, Dido, Ihifbe, and  Pyramns,  ' 

Triilram,  Ifoude,  Parity  and  Achilles^ 
Heiaine,  Cleopatra,  and  Troilus, 
Scylla,  and  eke  the  mother  of  Romulus; 
All  thefe  were  paintid  on  that  othir  fide. 
And  all  ther  love,  and  in  what  plite  thei  dide. 

When  I  was  comen  ayea  into  the  place 
That  I  of  fpakc,  that  was  fotc  tad  grene^ 
Forthe  walked  I  tho  my  lelyin  to  folace, 
Tho  was  I  ware  where  there  yfatc  aquenc. 
That  as  of  light  the  fommir  fonn^  (bene 
Paifith  the  lUrre,  right  (b  ovir  ntefore 
She  fairir  Wat  then  any  other  creture. 

And  in  a  launde,  upon  a  hill  of  floures. 
Was  fet  this  quene,  this  noble  goddefle  Natare; 
Of  braunchis  were  her  halHs  awi  her  boores 
I  wrought  after  her  croft  and  her  meiure; 
Neither  n'as  Foule  that  cometh  of  engendnire 
That  there  ne  were  jftefk  in  her  prcfence 
To  take  her  dome  and  yere  her  afudlencc; 
For  this  was  en  Saindk  Vakntin*it  daie, 
Whwi  every  Fouk  comith  to  chefe  her  mikc 
Of  every  kinde  that  men  ythinkin  maie. 
And  that  fo  huge  a  noife  fan  thei  te  make 
The  yerth,  the  (c^  and  tre,  and  every  lake, 
So  full  was,  that  unnethis  there  was  fpace 
For  me  to  ftande,  fo  fuU  was  ail  the  place. 

And  right  as  Alaine  in  Ti^  Plaint  of  KiB4e 
Devifcth  Nature  of  foche  araie  and  face. 
In  foche  araie  men  mightin  her  there  finde. 
This  noble  emprcfic,  SiW  of  alle  grace. 
Bad  ev^ry  Foule  takin  her  owne  place 
As  thei  were  wont  alwaie  fro  ytre  to  ycre 
On  Sain^  Valentines  daie  to  fUodia  there : 
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Tliat  h  to  £ue«  the  Foulit  of  raTioe 
Were  highiH  iict,  and  then  the  FouIU  fmale. 
That  etin  as  them  Nature  would  encline. 
At  wonne  or  thiog,  of  which  I  tell  no  tale* 
And  watirfoule  fate  lowift  in  the  dale. 
And  Foulet  that  Uveth  by  fede  fat  on  the  grene, 
And  that  fo  fcle  that  wondir  was  to  fcne. 

There  mightin  men  the  roiall  egle  finde. 
That  with  hit  (htrp^loke  perfith  the  fbn» 
And  othir  cglia  of  a  lowir  kinde. 
Of  whiche  that  clerkat  well  dcvifin  cob  ; 
There  was  the  tiraat  with  hit  fethirt  don 
And  grency  I  roene  the  gofliauke,  that  doth  pine 
To  birdet  for  hit  outragioiis  ravine ; 

The  gentle  fitocon,  that  with  hit  fete  diftreiacth 
The  kjDg'it  hand,  the  hardie  fperhauke  eke. 
The  qnal*it  foe,  the  merlion,  that  peineth 
H jmfelf  full  oft,  the  Urkc  for  to  fcke, 
Thcrt  was  the  dove,  with  her  cyin  fo  meke. 
The  jelont  fwan,  ayenft  hit  detfa  that  fingeth. 
The  ouk  eke,  that  of  deth  the  bode  ybringeth; 

The  crane,  the  geant,  with  hit  tromp*i»  Cmme, 
The  thief  the  chough,  and  eke  the  chattring  pie, 
The  fcornyng  jaie,  the  ek*t  foe  the  herouac. 
The  falfe  lapwing,  alle  full  of  trechirie, 
The  ftarJing,  that  the  couniaile  can  bewrie. 
The  tame  ruddocke,  and  the  cowarde  kite. 
The  cocke,  that  horiloge  it  of  thropct  Ute ; 

The  fparow,  Venu»fon,  the  nightingale. 
That  dcpith  forthe  the  freihd  Icvit  newe. 
The  fwalowc,  rourdrer  of  the  beit  (male. 
That  maken  honie  of  flourit  frelbe  of  hewe, 
The  weddid  turtell  with  hit  hert^  true. 
The  pecocke  with  hit  angell  fcthirs  bright, 
7*he  felaunt,  fcomir  of  the  cocke  by  night ; 

The  waker  gofe,  the  cuckowe,  er  unkinde, 
The  popingeie,  full  of  dclicafie. 
The  drake,  defiroyir  of  his  own2  kinde, 
The  fiorke,  the  wrekir  of  advoutcrie. 
The  hote  connhaunt,  full  of  glotonie. 
The  laTin  wile,  the  crowe,  with  voice  of  care. 
The  throfiiU  okle,  and  froftie  fcld^fare. 

What  QMvUd  I  fate  ?  of  Foulet  of  every  kind 
That  in  this  world  have  fethirt  and  ilature 
Men  mighlsn  in  that  place  aiTemblid  findc 
Before  that  noble  goddeiTe  of  nature. 
And  ecfae  of  them  ydid  hit  bufie  cure 
Benignelie  to  chefe  or  for  to  take 
Bf  her  accerde  his  formell  or  hit  make. 

But  to  the  poin^.  Nature  held  on  her  hond 
A  formell  egle*,  of  ihape  the  gentiileft 
That  cvir  (he  emong  her  workit  foode. 
The  mofte  benigne  and  eke  the  godelieft ; 
In  her  wat  every  vertoe  at  hit  reft 
So  farforthe,  that  Nature  her  felf  had  bliOe 
To  loke  on  her,  and  oft  her  bccke  to  kilTe. 

Nature,  the  vicare  of  the*  almigbtie  Lorde, 
That  hote  and  colde,  hevie,  light,  moifte,  and  drie. 
Hath  knit  by  evin  nombir  of  accorde. 
In  eiie  voice  began  to  fpeke  and  faie, 
Foulii,  take  hede  of  my  fentence  1  praie. 
And  for  your  efie,  in  fordring  pf  your  nede. 
At  fait  u  I  maie  fpcke  I  lyiU  me  fpedc. 


Ye  know  well  how  on  S.  Valentine*t  daie. 
By  my  ftatute  and  through  my  govimanncc. 
Ye  chiefe  your  makes,  and  aftir  Bie  awaie 
With  'hem  as  I  doe  pricke  you  with  plefaunce,' 
But  nathelefle,  as  by  ilghtfull  ordinaunce, 
Maie  1  not  let,  for  all  this  worlde  to  win. 
But  he  that  mofte  worthieft  is  (hall  begin. 

The  tercell  egle,  as  ye  knpwe  full  wcle. 
The  Foule  roiaU,  a^ve  you'  all  in  dcgre. 
The  wife  and  worthie^feaet,  true  as  ftcle. 
The  whiche  I  have  fomiid,  at  ye  maie  fe» 
In  every  parte  at  it  heft  likith  me. 
It  nedith  not  hit  (hape  you  to  devife. 
He  (hall  fiHt  chefe  and  fpckin  In  his  gKe. 

And  after  hym  by  ordir  (hall  ye  chefe 
Aftir  your  kinde,  everiche  at  you  likith. 
And  at  your  hap  it  (hall  ye  win  or  lele,  ' 
But  which  of  you  that  love  moft  entrikith 
God  (ende  hym  her  that  foreft  for  hym  (ikith ; 
And  therwtthall  the  tercell  gan  (he  call. 
And  faied.  My  (bnne,  the  choife  it  to  the  hlL 

But  nathelefle  in  thit  condicion 
Mufte  be  the  choice  of  everiche  that  it  here. 
That  (he  agre  to  hit  elcccion. 
Who  fb  he  be,  that  (hould  yben  her  fere  ; 
Thit  is  our  ulkge  aye  fro  yere  to  yere. 
And  who  fo  maie  at  this  time  have  his  grace 
In  blitliill  tyme  he  came  into  this  place. 

With  hcd  enclined  and  with  full  humble  chcre 
This  roiall  tercell  fpake,  and  taried  nought. 
Unto  my  foveraine  ladle*,  and  not  my  fere, 
I  chofic  and  chefe  with  will,  and  hcrt,  and  thoughc^ 
The  formell  on  your  hand  fo  well  i wrought, 
Whofe  I  am  all,  and  evir  will  her  fcrvc. 
Doe  what  her  lufte  to  doe  me  live  ob  fterve  ; 

Befechyng  her  of  merde  and  of  grace. 
As  (he  that  is  my  ladie  fovirain. 
Or  let  me  die  here  preient  in  tlus  place. 
For  certislong  maie  I  not  live  in  pain. 
For  in  my  hcrte  is  corvin  every  vain, 
Havyng  rcgarde  onily  to  my  trouthe : 
My  dere  heru !  havith  on  my  wo  fome  routhe^ 

And  if  that  I  be  founde  to  her  untrue, 
Difobeifaunt,  or  wilful!  negligent, 
Avauntour,  or  in  proc^iTc  love  ancwe, 
I  praie  to  you  thit  be  my  judgement. 
That  with  thefe  Foulit  I  l>e  all  to  rent 
That  ilk^  daie  that  (he  me  evir  finde 
To  her  untrue  or  in  my  gilte  unkinde. 

And  (ith  none  lovith  h«r  fo  well  as  I, 
Although  (he  nevir  of  love  me  behet. 
Then  ought  (he  to  be  mine  through  her  merciej 
For  othir  boode  can  I  none  on  her  knet. 
For  for  wele  nor  wo  nevir  (hall  I  let 
To  fenrin  her,  how  far  (b  that  (he  wende : 
Saie  what  you  lifte,  my  tale  it  at  an  ende. 

Full  right  as  the  (bte  and  fre(he  redde  rofc  newe 
Againft  the  fonunir  funne  ycoloured  is. 
Right  (b  for  (hame  all  waxin  gan  the  hewe 
Of  this  formell  when  that  (he  nerd  all  this; 
Neithir  (he  anfwerde  well  ne  faied  amis. 
So  fore  aba(hed  wat  (he,  till  that  Nature 
Saied|  Doughiiri  drede  you  not,  I  you  a(rure. 
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And  othir  tcrccll  ^glc  fpakc  anon 
Of  lowhr  kind,  and  faicd  that  (hould  not  be  ; 
I  loyc  her  bet  then  ye  doc  by  Saind  John, 
Or  at  the  left  I  love  as  well  as  ye. 
And  Icngir  have  fervcd  her  in  my  degre, 
And  if  (he  IhouW  have  loved  for  long  lovyng^ 
To  me  alone  had  be  the  guerdonyng. 

I  dare  eke  faie,  if  (he  me  findin  fsdfe, 
Unkinde,  j angler,  rebell,  in  any  wife. 
Or  jelous,  doc  me  hangln  by  the  halfc ; 
And  but  I  bef in  me  in  her  fervife 
As  well  aye  as  jny  wit  can  me  faffife 
Fro  poin<ft  to  poind,  her  honour  for  to  fave. 
Take  (he  my  life  and  all  the  gode  I  have. 

The  thirde  terccll  cgle  anfwerid  tho, 
Now,  Sirs,  ye  fe  the  Ittyl  lefir  here. 
For  every  Foule  cricth  out  to  be  ago 
Forthe  with  his  make  or  with  his  lady  dcrc, 
And  eke  Nature  her  fdf  ne  will  not  here, 
For  tarying  her,  not  half  that  I  would  (Uc, 
And  but  I  fpcke  I  muft  for  forowe  deie. 

Of  longe  fcrvicc  ayaunt  I  me  nothing". 
But  as  pcmible'is  me  to  die  to  day 
For  wo  as  he  that  hath  be  langulAing 
This  twenty  wintre*,  and  wel  it  happin  may 
A  man  may  ferve  bcttir  and  more  to  pay 
In  halfc  a  ycre,  although  it  were  no  more. 
Than  fome  man  doth  that  hath  fervid  ful  yore. 

I  fay  not  this  by  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  fervife  that  may  my  lady  plefe. 
But  I  dare  fay  ?  am  her  trcwift  man, 
SAs  to  my  dome,  and  fainHV  wolde  her  plefe : 
At  (hortd  wordis,  til  that  dethe  me  cefc 
I  wil  be  hers  whethir  I  wake  or  winke. 
And  trcwe  ih  al  that  hert^  may  bethicJce. 

Of  al  my  lyfc  fyth  that  day  1  was  borne 
So  gentle  pic  in  bvc  or  othir  thinge 
Ne  hcrdin  nevir  no  man  me  befome, 
Who  fo  that  had  right  lefir  and  conninge 
For  to  rehcrfe  ther  chcrc  and  ther  fpek]^ge, 
And  from  the  morowe  gan  this  fpech^  la&e 
Til^  downward  went  the  fonne  wondir  faftc. 

The  noife  of  Foulis  for  to  be  deliverde 
80  loud^  rangc,'Have  don  and  let  us  wende. 
That  wel  wcndc  I  the  wode  had  all  to  (hivered : 
Come  of,  they  cried ;  alas!  ye  wil  us  ftende ; 
Whan  (hal  your  cuHid  pleding  have  an  ende  ? 
How  (hulde  a  judge  on  crthir  partic  Icve  j 

For  ye  or  nay  witnoutin  any  prevc  ?  ! 

The  gofe,  the  cuckowe,  and  the  ducke  aUb,  ! 
So  cryid  Keke,keke,  Cuckow,  Queke,  qucke,  hye,. 
Thorough  mync  cris  the  noyfc  wentc  tho ;  ! 

The  gofe  fayd  than,  Al  this  n'ys  worthe  a  flyc,    ' 
But  1  can  (hapc  herof  a  remedye, 
And  wil  yfay  my  vcrditc  fairc  and  fwithe 
^  For  watir  Foule,  who  fo  be  wrothc  or  blithe. 

And  I  for  worme  Foule,  faid  the  £bl«  cuckow, 
For  I  wil  of  min  owne  authorite. 
For  conmion  fpede,  take  on  me  the  charge  iMw 
For  to  dftliver  us  is  grete  charite. 
Ye  may  abydin  a  while  yet  perde. 
(Quod  the  turtel)  If  that  it  be  your  wil 
A  wi^ht  may  fpske  it  were  as  gode  be  ftil* 


I  am  a  fcde  Foule,  one  the  unworthyeft, 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  the  left  of  conoyngc, 
But  bcttir  is  that  a  wight'is  tonge  reft 
Than  cntremctin  him  of  foche  doyngc 
Of  whiche  he  neithir  rcdin  can  nor  fingc, 
And  who  fo*  it  doth  ful  foule  him  fclf  adoyeth, 
For  Office  vmcpmmHHdrfl*  mmtytlk, 

Nat«re,  whiche  that  alway  yhad  an  ere 
To  murmure  of  the  )eiki^ne(rc  bebindr, 
With  faconde  voice  faid,  Hold  your  tongis  there, 
And  I  (hal  lone  I  hope  a  counfalle  finde 
You  to  deliver  and  fro  this  noyle  unbynde : 
I  charge  of  every  flocke  ye  (hall  oneol 
To  fay  the  verdite  of  you  Foulis  all. 

AHentid  were  to  this  conchifyoo 
The  btrdis  al,  and  Foulis  of  ravine 
Have  cho(in  firft  by  plainc  eledion. 
The  tercclet  of  the  faucon  to  ddfinc, 
Al  ther  fentence,  and  as  him  luft  to  termioe, 
And 'to  nature  him  gan  they  to  prefcote, 
And  (he  acceptith  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercclet  fayd  than  in  this  mancte : 
Ful  hard  it  were  to  prevc  it  bx  rcfon 
Who  lovith  beft  thi»gcmil  fonnel  here. 
For  cverichc  hath  fochc  rcplicacion 
That  by  flnUts  may  non  be  brought  adoan ; 
I  cannat  fe  that  argumentCA  availe. 
Than  femith  it  there  muA  be  a  battaile. 

Al  redy,  quod  thefe  eglAs  teroclles  tho. 
Nay,  Sirs,  (quod  he)  if  that  I  duHb  it  fay 
Ye  do  me  wronge,  my  tale  is  not  ydo ; 
For,  Sirs,  ne  takith  nat  a  grefe  i  pray, 
It  may  not  be  as  ye  wolde  in  this^way ; 
Ours  is  the  voice  th:\t  have  the  charge  in  biadc, 
And  to  the  judg'ts  dome  ye  muft  y£nde; 

And  thcrfore.  pecc :  I  fay  as  to  my  wit 
Me  woldin  thinke  how  that  the  worthieft 
Of  knyghthode,  and  lengift  had  olid  it, 
Moft  of  c(bte,ofblodethc  gentilieft, 
Were  (ittingeti  (or  her,  if  that  her  Idl, 
And  of  thefe  thre  (he  wotc  her  fclfe  I  trowe 
Whiche  that  he  be,  for  it  is  light  to  knowc 

The  watir  Foulis  have  ther  bcdislaide 
Togidir,  and  of  flioite  avifdment 
Whan  ev^fiche  had  his  verdite  y(aidc, 
They  faidin  fochely  al  by  one  adcnt 
How  that  the  gofe,  with  the  faoond^gest, 
That  fo  defirith  to  pronouDcc  our  BOdc, 
Shal  tel  ouf  ule,  and  prayed  to  God  her  fpedc. 

And  for  thefe  watir  Foulis  tho  began 
The  gofe  to  fpeke,  and  la  her  cakMynge 
She  &d,'Pcce  now,  take  kepc  ev^  man, 
And  herken  wfaidie  refon  I  (hal  forth  bring; 
My  witte  is  (harpe ;  I  love  no  tar^Tng ; 
I  fay  I  rede  him,  tho  he  were  my  broicr, 
But  (he  wil  love  him  let  him  love  another. 

Lo  here  a  parfite  rQ(bn  of  a  gofe  ? 
Tho  (quod  the  ipcrhauke)  nevir  mote  (he  the ; 
1.0  foche  3  thing  it'  is  to  have  a  tonge  loie ! 
Nowc  parde  folc  yet  were  it  bet  for  the 
Have  holde  thy  pecc  than  ihcwde  thy  nicetc; 
It  lyeth  nat  in  his  wit  nor  in  his  wil,* 
Fur  fothr  ii  Cside,  A/e!e  cam  not  hfilU 
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The  lauglitlr  arofc  of  gentil  Foulis  al. 
And  right  anoDC  the  fede  Foules  chofin  had 
The  tortel  trewe,  and  gan  her  to  *hem  call, 
And  prayid  her  to  fay  the  fothe  fad 
Of  this  matir,  and  alkid  what  fhe  rad  f 
And  ihe  anfwered  that  plainly  her  entent 
She  wold^  (hewe,  and  fothly  what  (he  ment. 

May,  God  fothtdt  a  lovii  Ihtild^  chaunge, 
The  turtel  faid,  and  wezte  for  (hame  al  rede ; 
Though  that  hu  lady  erirmore  be  ftraunge. 
Yet  let  him  ferve  her  ay  tyl  he  be  dede ; 
Forfothc  I  ne  praife  not  the  gos*is  rede. 
For  tho  ihe  dyed  I  wold  none  othir  make ; 
I  wil  be  hers  tyl  that  the  dethe  mc  take. 

Wei  ybourdid  (quod  the  ducke)  by  my  hat; 
That  men  fliouldin  lore  alway  cauf<81efle 
Who  can  a  refon  finde  or  wit  in  t^  ? 
I>aunchh  he  mery  that  k  mirth Jlefle? 
Who  (buldin  recke  of  that  it  rechelefle  ? 
Ye  queke  yet  (quod  the  ducke)  ful  wel  and  foire, 
Thcrt  be  mejierru  in  tbejkyt  than  a  poire, 

Nowe  fj'e,  churle !  (quod  the  gentil  terc^let) 
Out  of  the  donghil  came  that  word  aright ; 
Thou  canft  not  fc  which  thinge  is  w  cl  oefet ; 
Thou  fareft  by  love  as  owHs  do  by  light. 
The  day  *hem  blindeth,  ful  wcl  they  fc  by  night ; 
Thy  kiiide  is  of  ib  lowe  a  wretchidneffe 
That  what  lore  it  thou  canft  not  fe  nor  gcfle. 

Tho  gan  the  cuckow  put  him  forfhe  in  prece 
For  Foule  that  etith  worme,  and  fayid  bly ve. 
So  I  (quod  he)  may  have  my  make  in  pece 
I  nc  retchc  nonght  howc  longe  that  yc  drive ; 
L.et  eche  of  *hem  be  Ibleine  al  ther  lyve  : 
This  it  my  rede  lens  they  may  nat  acorde  5 
This  fliorte  lefibn  nedith  not  recorde. 

Ye  have  the  glutton  iilde  inow  his  paunche, 
Then  are  we  wel,  fayid  the  cmerlon, 
Thou  murdrir  of  the  heifugge,  on  the  braunche. 
That  brought  the  forth,  thou  moft  rufuU  glutton, 
JLive  thou  foleio,  wormis  corniprion  ! 
For  no  force  it  of  hckc  of  thy  nature  ; 
Ooy  leudc  be  thou  while  that  the  world  may  dure ! 

Nowe  pece  (quod  Nature)  \  commandin  here. 
For  I  have  herde  al  your  opinion. 
And  in  effede  yet  be  we  ner  the  nere ; 
But,  finally,  this  is  my  condufion. 
That  ihe  her  felfe  flial  have  her  tlcdioa 
Of  yphom  her  lift,  who  fo  be  wroth  or  blithe. 
Him  that  ftie  chefcth  he  ihal  her  have  at  fwithe  : 

For  fithe  it  may  not  here  difcuflid  be 
Who  loveth  her  bcft,  as  faid  the  tcrc^let. 
Than  wol  1  done  this  favour  to*  her,  that  ihe 
Shal  have  ri^t  him  on  whom  her  hert  is  iet. 
And  he  her  that  his  hert  hath  on  her  knet ; 
This  judge  I  Nature,  for  I  may  not  lye, 
To  none  eftate  I  hare  none  othir  eye. 

B«t  as  for  couniayle  for  to  chofe  a  make, 
Yf  1  were  Refon,  crrtis  than  woulde  I 
Counfailin  you  the  royal  tercel  take. 
At  fayd  the  tercdlet  iul  ikilfully, 
^s  for  the  gentilift  and  moft  i;votthy. 
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Which  I  have  vtrrought  fo  wel  tb  my  plefauncc 
That  to  you  it  ought  ben  a  fuffifaunce. 

With  dredfuU  voice  the  formell  her  anfwerde ; 
My  rightfull  Udy,  goddefle  of  Nature, 
Soth  is  that  I  am  er  undir  yotir  yerde. 
As  is  als*  evcriche  othir  creture. 
And  muft  be  yours  while  that  my  life  may  dure. 
And  therfore  grauntith  me  my  firft^  bone, 
And  myne  entent  you  wol  I  iay  right  fone. 

I  graunt  it  you  (quod  ihe.)  And  right  anone 
This  formel  egle  fpake  in  this  degre ; 
Almighty  quene !  unto  this  yere  be  done 
I  aike  refpite  for  to  avyfin  me. 
And  aftir  that  to  have  my  choyce  all  fre : 
This  al  and  fome  that  1  wold  fpeke  and  fey  ; 
Ye  get  no  more  although  ye  do  me  dcy : 

I  wol  not  iervia  Venus  ne  Cupide 
Forfothc  as  yet  by  no-manir  of  way. 
Nowe  fens  it  may  none  othir  wayes  betide 
(Quod  Dame  Nature),  here  is  no  more  to  fay ; 
Than  wolde  I  that  thefe  Foulis  were  away 
£che  with  his  make  for  tarying  lengir  here. 
And  faid  *hem  thus,  as  ye  ihal  aftir  here  : 

To  you  fpeke  1,  ye  tcrcelcts  (quod  Nature), 
Bethe  of  gode  herte,  and  fcrvith  alU  thre, 
A  yere  is  not  fo  longe  fdr  to  endurt, 
Andeche  of  you  paine  him  in  his  degre 
For  to  do  wel,  for  God  wote  quit  is  ihe 
Fro  you  this  yere,  what  aftir  fo  befal  \ 
Thisentremes  is  dreflid  for  you  alL 

And  whan  this  werk  ybroug:ht  was  to  an  ende 
To  eviry  Foulc  Nature  yavc  his  make 
By  even  acorde,  and  on  ther  way  they  wende, 
AndLordetheblifleand  joy ewhich that  they  makef 
For  cch  gan  othir  in  his  wingis  take. 
And  with  ther  neckis  echegan  othir  winde, 
Thankynge  aye  the  noble  goddeiTe  of  Kinde. 

But  firft  were  chofin  Foulis  for  to  iinge. 
As  yere  by  yere  was  alway  thjcr  ufaunce, 
To  iingc  a  roundel  at  th^r  departing. 
To  do  to  Nature  honour  atfd  plefaunce ; 
The  note  I  trowe  ymakid  was  in  Fraunce; 
The  wormis  were  foche  as  ye  may  hcie  find 
The  nett8  vers,  as  I  nowe  have  in  minde, 

$^i  hitn  aime  tard  §Me. 
Now  wclcom  fomir !  with  thy  fonnis  foft. 
That  hafte  this  wintir  wcthirs  ovirfhakc^ 
Saint  Valentine !  thou  arte  full  hyc  on  loftc, 
Which  drivift  away  the  longe  nightis  blakc. 
Thus  iingin  fmalc  Foulis  for  thy  fake ; 
Well  bavin  they  caufe  for  to  gladin  ofte 
Sens  cchc  of- 'hem  recovered  hath  hia  make, 
Ful  blifsful  male  they  fiftg  when  they  awake. 
'      And  with  the  fliOuting  when  ther  fongc  was  6» 
That  the  Foulis  made  at  ther  flight  away 
I  woke,  and  othir  bokit  toke  me  to 
To  rede  upon,  and  yet  I  rede  alway ; 
I  hope  ywis  to  rcdlp  fo  fome  day 
1  hat  I  ihal  .metin  fome  thinge  for  to  fare 
The  bet,  and  thus  to  rede  I  n'il  not  fparc. 
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Chaucer  dreamctb  thai  be  hearelh  the  Ct/ckSwe  ami  tbe  Nightingale  contend  for  exctSnx^ 


Tqi  god  of  Ia>^»  ah,  imn^iU  f 
Howe  mighty  Vld  jbowe.gret  «  lordc  »  ^ ! 
'For  he  can  malun  of  bwe  he^tU  liie. 
And  of  hye  lowe  aad  lyM  for  to  die, 
^nd  iiftrdi  ImtU^  he  can  maku)  fjre  ; 

He  can  maVin  wichlo.  a  litil  (loundc 

Of  Gcke  foiki  whole,  and^frelhe,  and  foaode. 

And  of  the  whole  he  can  ymake  ftkc ;      •    < 

He  caA  ybindin  and  unbindin  eke 

That  he  wol  have  yboundio  or  unbound^* 

To  tel  his  might  my  wit  may  not  fufBfey 
For  he  can  makin  (5f  wife  folke  ful  nice,  - 
For  he  may  do  al  that  he  wol  device, 
And  lithy  folW  to  diftroyin  vice, 
And  proudd  hertis  he  can  make  ag^rife. 

Shortly,  al  that  cvir  he  wol  he  may ; 
Againii^  him  there  dare  »♦  wight  fay  nfiye. 
For  he  can  glad  and  greve  whom  him  Tykith, 
And  who  that  he  wol  he  toweth  or  iikith. 
And  moft  hit  mij^t  He  Ihedhh  cr  in  May ; 

For  every  tme  gentle  hert^  fre, 
That  with  him  is  or  thinkith  for  to  he, 
Againft  May  now  thai  have  fome  fteringe. 
Or  to  joye  or  elKs  to  fome  viouming,        * 
tn  no  feJbn  So  moche,  u  thinkith  me : 


1 


For  whan  that  they  may  h«rc  tke  bifdii  fiq^ 
And  fe  the  flouria  and  the  levia  fprmge,  - 
That  hringith  into  thcr  rememb^raimct 
A  noanir  do  ymedlid  with  grevRonce, 
And  lufty  th«ugluit  ful  of  grete  Um^mg; 

And  of  that  longing  comith  hevincfle. 
And  therof  growith  olt  grete  fik^ile. 
And  for  the  lacke  of  that  that  they  defire; 
And  thus  in  May  ben  hertis  fet  on  fixe. 
So  that  they  hrennin  forth  in  gret  difticfle. 

1  fpek^  this  of  feling  tr«wily : 

What !  tho  that  I  be  oHe  aod  imlnfiy 

Yet  I  have  felte  of  the  fickenefiie  thivogh  Miy 

Bothe  hote  and  eold,  and  axis  every  day. 

How  fore  iwis  there  wote  no  wight  hat  1. 

I  am  fo  ihakiii  with  the  fevirs  white 

Of  al  this  May,  ne  ilcpe  I  but  m  Ihe ; 

And  alfo  it  b  not  lykc  nsto  me 

That  any  hertd  (hookiiD  flepy  be 

In  whom  that  Ixnre  hia  firy  darte  wel  frutc 

But  as  I  lay  this  othir  night  waldsg 
I  thought  howc  lovirs  had  a  tokimsg. 
And  amonge  *hem  it  was  a  commme  tale 
That  it  were  gode  to  here  the  Nighciofafe 
Moche  rathir  than  the  Icudd  Cuciowc  fioft. 
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And  than  t  tboigkt  anon  as  it  was  4ay 
I  wold^  lame  go  i^mwhere  to  a0ay 
If  that  I  might  a  Kiehtingale  yhere. 
For  yet  ba4  I  none  hcrdc  of  al  that  ycre, 
Ao4  U  W9«  tho  the  thirdc  oi^hc  of  May. 

And  right  aotn  u  I  the  day  afpid^ 
No  len^  would  I  in  my  heddc  abide. 
But  untQ  »  wodde  that  was  me  fail  by 
1  went  ibrthe  my  felf  alone  boldily, 
And  Ixtlde  the  way  downe  by  »  broke  Hde. 

Tyl  I  caxQ^  to  a.  Uoade  of  white  Rnd  grene. 

So  iaire  an  one  had  I  nevir  in  b^ne ; 

The  grounde  was  grcnc,  ypoudrid  v*th  daifyc, 

The  flonris  ^nd  the  grevis  alike  hit;^ 

Al  grene  and  white,  was  nothing  cSis  fene. 

There  fate  I  downe  among  the  faire  fionnsy 
And  fawe  the  birde«  trippe  out  of  thcr  bowii; 
There  as  they  reftid  'hem  had  al  the  night ; 
They  were  fo  joyful  of  the  day'is  lyght 
They  began  of  Maye  for  to  done  honouris : 

They  condin  wel  that  fcrvlci:  «1  by  rot9, 
And  tj^e  was  many  a  full  lovely  note ; 
Sotne  ibngtn  loude  as  they  had  ypUtned, 
And  fome  in  othir  manir  voiice  yfaincd, 
And  fome  fouRgifi  id  out  with  the  ful  tiirotc 

They  proynid  'hem  and  madin  'hem  right  gay, 
And  d»uniidin  and  leptln  on  thp  fpray, 
And  evinnore  were  two  and  two  in  fere, 
Right  fb  as  they  had  choGn  *hem  %o  yerp 
in  Fevcrcre  on  Saint  Valentine's  day. 

And  the  rivir  wfaiche  that  I  fat  vfop 
h  madia  foche  a  noife  as  it  ron, 
Accordaunt  with  the  birdis  armonyy 
Me  thoMght  thai  it  was  tlu:  bed  melody 
Tbat  mightin  hen  yherde  of  any  mon* 

And  for  delyte,  I  no  wotte  ncvir  howc, 
I  fcl  in  foche  a  flombre  and  a  fwowe» 
Nat  al  ailepe  ne  fvUy  awaking, 
And  in  that  fwowe  me  thought  I  heide  Onge 
The  fyFf  birdc^  I  mcnc  the  Icude  Cuckowe, 

And  that  was  npon  a  tre  right  £ill by; 
But  ^tfho  was  than  evil  apaide  but  I : 
Ncnfr  God  (q^od  I)  that  dyid  on  the  crois 
Veve  forowe  on  the  and  on  thy  kudo  vois ! 
Fnl  litil  joye  have  I  sow  of  thy  crie. 

And  ^  I  with  |h«  Cuckow  th;^s  gao  c)udr, 

I  herdin  In  the  next^  bu(h  befide 

A  Nyghtingale  (b  luftily  yfinge. 

That  with  her  dcre  voice  ihc  madin  ringe, 

Echoing  thorough  al  the  grenc  wpde  wide. 
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Ah !  gode  fw^te  Nightingale  I  (q^od  |)  th^n, 
A  litil  hail  Aou  ben  to  long^  hen. 
For  here  hath  ben  the  leudc  fory  Cuckow, 
And  fongin  foneis  rathir  than  hail  thou ; 
I  pray  to  God  m^t  evil  fire  h^  bren! 

But  now  I  wolyou  tel  a  wondre  thing ; 

As  longe  as  i  jlay  in  that  fwouning, 

Me  thought  I  wHl  what  that  the  birdis  ment^        / 

And  what  they  fayd,  and  what  was  thcr  cntcnt. 

And  of  ther  fpechc  I  had  full  gode  knowing. 

There  bcfdln  I  the  Nightingale  yfajr. 

Now,  gode  Cnckow !  goith  fome  where  awaye. 

And  let  us  that  can  fingin  dweUin  here. 

For  every  wight  cfchcvith  the  ^o  here, 

Thy  fongis  facn  fb  elenge,  in  gode  fay. 

What !  (auod  flje)  what  m^y  the  aylip  as  nowe  ? 
It  thinkitt  me  I  fin?e  as  we!  as  thou, 
For  my  foned  is  both  true  and  eke  plainc. 
And  though  I  can  not  craki!  fo  in  vaine 
As  thou  doll  in  thy  throte,  1  wot  ner  how. 

And  every  wight  may  undirflandin  n\c ; 
But,  Nightingale,  fo  may  they  not  done  the, 
For  thou  haft  many  a  nice  qncintc  eric; 
I  have  the  herde  faine  Ocy,  ocy  : 
Howe  might  I  knowin  what  that  fboold  ybe  } 

Ah,  fole !  (quod  (he)  woft  thou  not  what  it  is  i 
Whan  that  I  Ikj  Ocy,  ocy,  y wys 
Than  menin  I  that  I  would  wondre  faine 
That  al  they  werin  fhamfuUy  yflaine 
That  menin  ought  againift  love  amis ; 

And  alfo*  I  would  that  al  tho  bad  the  dede 
That  thinkln  not  in  love  thcr  life  to  lede. 
For  who  fo  wol  not  the  god  of  JLovq  fervc 
I  dare  wd  fay  he  is  worthy  to  ftcrvc, 
And  forthat  ftil  Ocy,  ocy,  1  grcdc. 

Eye !  (quod  the  Cuckow)  this  is  a  qucint  lawe. 

That  every  wight  flial  love  or  be  to  draw  ; 

But  I  forfakin  al  foche  company. 

For  myne  cntcnt  ne  is  not  for  to  die, 

Nc  ncr  while  I  live  on  Lovc*s  yoke  to  draw  ; 

For  lavirs  ben  the  folkc  that  ben  on  lyvc 
That  moft  difefe  yhave  and  mofl  unthrive. 
And  moft  endurin  forow,  wo,  and  care. 
And  that  the  left  yfelin  of  welfare ; 
What  ncdith  it  aycnift  trouth  to  ftrive  ? 

What !  (quod  ftie)  thou  art  alle  out  of  thy  mindc ; 
How  might  thou  in  thy  chiu-lineffe  yfyndc 
To  fpcke  of  Lov*is  fcrvauntcs  in  this  wife  ? 
For  in  this  world  is  none  fp  tfode  fcrvice 
To  every  wight  that  gentle  is  of  kindc ; 

liij 
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For  therof  truly  cotfiith  al  godenc/Te, 
Therof  al  honour  and  al  geotilnefle, 
Thereof  worfhip,  cfc,  and  al  hcrt'is  luft. 
And  parfitc  joye  and  fill  aflurid  truft, 
And  jolytie,  and  plcCuince,  and  freihenefTe, 

And  lowly  hed,  largelTe,  and  curtifye, 
And  i^m^lyhed,  and  trew  company. 
And  drcde  of  iham^  for  to  done  amyi, 
For  he  that  truily  LovMs  fervaunt  is 
Were  lothir  to  be  fhamid  than  to  die. 

And  that  thyi  it  the  fothc  whlche  that  I  fey 
In  that  bclevc  I  wil  bethe  live  and  dey; 
And,  Cuckow,  fo  I  rede  thou  do  y wyi. 
Than  (quod  he)  let  me  nevir  havin  bliiTc 
Yf  cvir  I  to  that  counfailc  obey, 

Kyghtingalc,  thou  yfpeklft  wondre  faire, 
But  for  al  that  is  the  foth  contrayre. 
For  Love  ne  is  in  yong^  folke  but  rage, 
And  is  in  old^  folke  a  grete  dotage ; 
Who  moft  it  ufith  he  moft  (hal  enpaire ; 

For  therof  cpnupeth  difcfc  and  hcvineflc. 
So  forow*.  and  care,  i^d  many*  a  grctc  fikcncfTe, 
Befpite,  debate,  and  angre,  and  envy, 
Depraving,  ihame,  untrufl,  and  jeloulie, 
J^ndCf  miichefe,  poyertie,  and^wodenefle. 

Loving  is  aye  an  office  of  dtfpaire. 

And  one  thing  is  therin  that  is  not  faire. 

For  who  that  getteth  of  Love  a  litil  blifle, 

But  if  he  be  alwaie  therewith,  iwis 

He  maie  full  fone  of  age  yhavc  his  haire  : 

And;  Nightingale,  therefore  held  the  nic. 
For  Icve  me  well,  for  all  thy  queintd  crie^ 
If  thou  be  ferre  or  longc  fro  thy  make 
Thou  (halt  be  as  othir  that  ben  forlake. 
And  then  thou  (halt  yhotin  as  do  I. 

Fie  !  (quod  (he)  on  thy  nam2  and  on  the, 
The  god  of  Love  nc  let  the  nevir  the, 
For  thou  art  worfc  a  thoufandfolde  than  wodp, 
For  many*  one  is  full  worthie  and  full  godc 
That  had  be  naught  ne  haddin  Love  ibee  ^ 

For  cvirmorc  Love  his  fcrvauntcs  amendeth^ 
And  from  all  evill  tachis  'hem  defendcth, 
"And  makith  *hcm  to  brcnne  right  in  a  fire 
In  trouthd  and  in  worfhlpfull  <kfirc. 
And  when  him  llkith  joy  inough  *hem  fendeth. 

Thou,  Nightingale,  he  fayid,  be  ftilj. 

For  Love  have  no  refon  but  it  is  will, 

For  oft  tymis  untrue  folke  he  efith 

And  true  folke  fo  bittirly  difpleilth 

That  for  dcfaute  of  courage  he  let  *hein  fpiD, 


Then  toke  T  of  the  Nightingale  kcpc 

How  that  (he  caft  a  (igh  out  of  her  depe. 

And  faied,  Alas  that  cvir  I  was  bore ! 

1  can  for  tene  not  (aie  one  word^  mpre ; 

And  right  with  that  wof  de  (he  braft  out  to  wepc 

Alas !  (quod  (he)  my  hert^  woD  to  breke. 
To  herin  thus  this  leud^  birdd  fpeke 
Of  Love,  and  of  his  worfhipfuU  fenricc ; 
Now  god  of  Love,  thou  helpe  me  in  fome  wife 
That  I  maie  on  this  Cuckowe  ben  awreke. 


Me  thoughtin  then  that  he  fterte  up  anon, 
And  glad  was  I  tho  that  he  vras  agon. 
And  evirmore  the  Cuckowe  as  he  flaie 
Yfayid,  Farewell,  farewell,  popingaie. 
As  though  he  had  yfcorsid  me  alone. 

And  then  ycame  the  Nightingale  to  me, 
And  fayid,  Frende,  forfoth  I  thankd  the 
That  thou  htH  likid  me  for  to  refcowe, 
And  one  avowe  to  Love  ymakc  I  now. 
That  all  this  Male  I  woll  thy  (ingir  be. 

I  thankid  her,  and  was  right  well  apaied. 
Ye,  (quod  (he)  and  ne  be  thou  not  diimued 
Tho  thou  have  herd  the  Cuckow  cH^  clian  me, 
For  if  I  live  it  (hall  amebdid  be 
The  hextd  Maie,  if  I  be  not  affirmied. 

And  one  thing  I  woll  redin  the  alfb, 
Ne  leve  thou  not  the  Cuckow  ne*  his  lotres  $o^ 
For  all  that  he  hath  faied  is  (bong  leTyng. 
Naie,  (quod  I)  tfaerto  (hall  nothyng  me  bryng 
For  love,  and  it  hath  do  me  mochil  wo. 

Ye,  hath  it '  Ufe  (qnod  (he)  this  qiediciDe, 
Every  dale  this  Maie  or  that  thou  dine 
Go  lokin  upon  the  freihe  daoGe, 
And  though  thou  be  for  wo  in  poinds  to  die 
That  (hall  full  gretly  leflen  the  of  thy  ptnei 


And  loke  alwaie  that  thou  be  gode  and  true. 
And  I  woll  (Ing  one  of  the  fongis  ncwe 
For  love  of  the^  as  loude  as  1  maie  crie ; 
And  then  (he  began  this  fongd  full  hie, 
I  (hrewe  all  *hcm  that  ben  oif  love  ontme. 


And  when  (he  had  yfong  it  to  the  ende,- 
Now  (arewell,  (quod  (he)  for  I  motd  wende. 
And  god  of  Love,  that  can  right  well  and  may. 
As  mochil  joyd  fend^  the  this  date 
As  any  yet  lovir  he  ever  fende. 

Thus  taketh  the  Nightingale  her  lere  of  me, 
I  praie  to  God  alviraie  with  her  to  be. 
And  joye  of  love  he  fendc  her  evirmore* 
And  ihilde  us  fro  the  Cuckowe  and  his  lorel 
.For  there  is  not  fo  falfe  a  birde  as  he. 
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Fortfae  (kt  yflewe  the  gentill  Nightingale 
To  all  the  birdia  that  were  in  that  dale. 
And  gate  *hem  all  into  a  pUce  in  fere. 
And  befoughtin  *hem  that  they  wouldin  here 
Her  difeTe}  and  that  fha  began  her  tale  : 

The  Cuckowe,  well  it  is  not  for  to  hide 
How  the  Cuckowe  and  I  fad-havin  chid6 
Evir  fithin  that  it  jwas  daie  light ; 
I  praie  you  all  that  ye  doin  me  right 
(H  that  fonki  and  fadfe,  and  unkind^  brides 

Then  fpeke  o  birde  for  all  by  one  aflent  | 
This  mattir  alkith  gode  aviftmehty 
For  we  ben  alU  birdit  here  in  fere. 
And  fotbe  it  it  the  Cuckowe  is  not  here. 
And  thereibre  we  woU  haTe  a  parliment ; 

And  thereat  (hall  the  egle  be  our  lorde, 
And  othir  peris  that  b^  of  recorde. 
And  the  Cuckowe  (hall  be  aftir  yfent, 
And  there  (hall  be  yevin  the  judgdment. 
Or  els  we  (halhfinally  make  accorde. 

And  this  (hall  be  ydone  withoutin  nale 
The  morowe  aftir  Saind  Valentine's  daie, 
Undir  a  maple  that  it  faire  and  grene, 
Before  the  chambir  windowe  of  the  quene 
At  Wod£0«cke  upon  the  greni  laie. 

She  thankid  'hem,  and  then  her  lerd  tokc. 
And  flew  into  an  hauthomc  by  that  broke. 
And  there  (he  fate  and  (bng  upon  that  tre. 
For  tertne  of  life  lore  hath  withholdc  me. 
So  kmde,  that  I  with  that  long  awoke. 


O  leud^  boke  !  with  thy  foule  rud^nefle, 

Sithe  thou  hall  neithir  beaute  ne*  eloquence 

Who  hath  the  caufed  or  yeve  the  hardineiTe 

For  to  appere  in  my  ladie*s  prefence  f 

V  am  fill  (ikir  thou  knowift  her  benevoUence, 

Full  agreable  to  all  her  abiyng. 

For  of  all  gode  (he  it  the  bcSt  Uvyng, 

Alas !  that  thou  ne  haddifl  worthinefle 
To  (hewin  to  her  fome  plefaunt  fentence, 
Sith  that  (he  hath  thorough  her  gentillefle 
Acceptid  the  fervaunt  tonerdigne  revcVence. 
O !  me  rep^tith  that  I  ne'  had  fcience 
And  lefir  als  to  make  the  more  flori(hyng. 
For  of  all  gode  (he  is  the  bed  livyng. 


Befeche  her  mekely  with  all  lowlinefle. 
Though  that  I  be  ferre  from  her  in  abfence, 
To  thinke  on  my  trotith  to*  her  .and  ftedfa(lne(re, 
And  to*  abridge  of  my  forowes  the  viollence 
Which  caufed  is,  wherof  knowith  your  fapience» 
She  like  emong  to  notifie  me*  her  likyng, 
For  of  all  gode  (he  is  the  beft  livyng. 


Aurore  of  gladncfle,  daie  of  lu(Unefle, 
Lucerne  anight  with  hevenlie  influence 
Illumined,  rote  of  beautie  and  godenefle, 
Sufpiris,  whiche  I  eflunde  in  filence. 
Of  grace  I  befeche  aledge  let  your  writyng, 
Now  of  all  gode  flth  ye  bed  livyng. 


U"j 
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HOW  PYTB  IS  DEDE, 


HBRBAFTIR    FOLOWETH 


HOW     PYT£      IS     DEDE, 


AND  BURIED  IN  OENTYLB  HERtB. 


Pytb,  that  I  have  fou^t  io  ytrt  sgo 
With  hert<^  fore,  tnd  Ml  of  heCj  paine. 
That  in  this  worlde  Wis  nevir  wight  lb  W6 
Withoutin  detke,  and  yf  I  flial  nn  hint 
My  purpofe  was  to  Pitte  to  complaint 
Upon  the  crueltie  and  tyrannye 
Of  JLove,  that  for  my  trouth  doth  me  to  die. 

And  whan  that  I  by  length  of  certaine  yerea 
Had  cvir  in  one  fought  a  time  to  fpeke. 
To  PIte  ran  I  all  befpreint  with  teres 
To  prayin  her  on  Cniclte  mc*  a-wreke  \ 
But  or  I  might  with  any  worde  out  breke. 
Or  tcl  her  any  of  my  painis  fmerte, 
I  found  her  ded  and  buried  in  an  herte. 

A  downc  I  fel  whan  that  I  faw  the  herfe 
Ded  as  a  ilone  while  that  the  fwonne  me  lafle. 
But  up  I  rofe  with  coloure  ful  diverfe. 
And  pitoufly  on  her  myne  eyen  I  caft. 
And  nerir  the  cotfe  I  gan  prefin  fail. 
And  for  the  foule  I  fhope  me  for  to  pray ; 
I  was  but  lorne ;  there  was  no  more  to-fay. 

Thus  am  I  flaine  (ith  that  PIte  is  ded; 
Alas  that  day  that  evir  it  (hulde  fal ! 
What  manir  man  dare  nowe  hold  up  his  hed. 
To  whom  (hal  now  any  foro*wfull  hcrt  call, 
Nowe  Cruelte  hath  call  to  fle  us  al, 
In  ydle  hope  folke  red^lelTe  of  paine, 
Sith  (he  is  ded,  to  whom  (hal  we  complaine  ? 

But  yet  encrefith  me  this  wondir  ncwe, 
That  no  wight  wote  that  (he  is  ded  but  I, 
So  many  men  as  in  her  tyme  her  knewe, 
And  yet  (he  dytd  all  fo  fodainly, 
For  I  have  fought  her  er  full  belily, 
Sithins  that  I  had  firftd  witte  or  mind, 
But  &e  was  ded  cr  that  I  coude  her  find.     . 


Aboutc  her  herfie  there  ftodia  l«ftily» 
Withoutin  any  m0  as  thooghtta  me» 
Bountie,  perfitcly  well  armed  and  richdy. 
And  frefhe  Beaute,  and  Luft,  and  Jolite, 
AlTurid  Manir,  Youthe,  and  HooeRe, 
Wifdome,  Ellatc,  with  Drvde  «nd  Govirttittice, 
Confedrid  both  by  bonde  and  aliautiee. 

A  complsinte  had  1  writin  in  my  faotide 
To  have  yput  to  Pyte  at  a  byl. 
But  I  there  al  this  company  yfonde 
That  lathir  wouldin  all  my  cauf^  fpiH 
l*hen  do  me  help,  I  held  my  plaint^  ftill« 
For  to  thofe  folke  withoutin  any  fatle 
Without  Pite  there  maie  no  bdl  availe. 

Then  leave  all  vertues  fave  oncly  Pitic, 
Keping  the  corfe,  as  ye  have  herd  me  faine^ 
Confedrid  by  bonde  unto  Omeltic, 
And  be  aiTentid  when  I  (hal)'be  flaine. 
And  I  have  put  my  coin|ilcinte  up  againe. 
For  to  my  foes  my  biUa  dare  not  (hewe 
The'  effed,  which  ikyith  thus  in  wordis  fewes 

Humbli(l  of  herte,  hyift  of  reverence, 
Flowir  benigne,  coroune  of  vertues  allc! 
Shewith  auto  your  roiall  excellence 
Your  fervaunt,  if  I  durftin  me  fo  call. 
His  mortall  harmc  in  which  he  is  ifall. 
And  nought  all  oncly  for  his  wofnll  (are 
But  for  your  renome,  as  he  (hall  declare. 

It  (landcth  thus ;  that  your  contary'  Cmekie 
Allyid  is  ayenft  your  regalie, 
Undir  colour  of  womanly  beautie. 
For  men  (houldin  not  knowe  her  tyrannie. 
With  Bountie,  GcntillciTe,  and  Curtede, 
And  hath  deprivid  you  thus  of  your  place. 
That  is  hie  Beaut c*  apcrtenant  to  y«ur  grace ; 
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tor  kindly  by  ycmr  heritage  and  right 
Vc  be  annexid  evir  to  Bountie, 
And  verily  ye  ought  to  doe  your  might 
To  helpin  Trouthe  in  his  advci  fitie ; 
Ye  be  alfo  the  coroune  of  BeAutie, 
And  ccrtis  if  that  ye  want  in  theie  twaine 
The  worlde  is  lore;  there  is  no  more  to  faine^ 

Eke  what  availeth  manir  and  gentilcflc 
Withoutin  you,  o  moft  bcnigne  crcture  1 
Shall  Cmcltic  ybc  your  govemcffe  ? 
Alas !  what  hcrt^  maie  it  long  endure  ? 
MTiercfore  but  ye  rathir  ytakin  cure 
To  brekin  that  perillous  aliaunce 
Ye  fiecn  'hem  that  ben  in  your  obeifaunce* 

And  fnrthir  ovir,  if  ye  fuffir  this 
All  your  renomc  is  fordoe  in  a  thr<jwe, 
There  (hall  no  man  y  wete  what  pttic  is ; 
Alas  that  your  renome  is  fall  fo  lowe ! 
Ye  be'  alfo  fro  your  heritage  ithrowe 
By  Cmehic,  that  occupieth  your  place, 
And  we  difpairid  that  fekin  your  grace. 

Have  mcrde  on  me,  thou  herenus  quene. 
That  you  have  fought  fo  tendirly  and  fore, 
O  let  fome  llrsame  of  light  oil  Ae  be  fene. 
That  love  and  drede  you  er  longir  the  more ! 
For,  ibtbily  to  iakie,  1  here  fo  fore ; 


And  though  I  be  not  connyng  for  to  plaine 
For  God*is  love  have  mercie  on  my  paine. 

My  paine  is  this,  that  what  fo  I  dciire 
That  have  I  not,  ne  nothyng  like  thereto. 
And  evir  fetteth  defire  mine  herte  on  fire ; 
Eke  on  that  othir  fide,  where  that  I  go 
What  manir  thing  that  may  encrefe  my  wo 
That  have  I  redy  unfought  every  where ; 
Me  lackith  but  my  deth  and  then  my  here. 

What  nedith  to  (hewe  perccl  of  my  paine, 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  maie  bcthinke 
I  fuffir,  and  yet  dare  not  to  you  plaiuc  ? 
For  well  I  wote  though  that  I  wake  or  winkc 
Ye  rcckc  not  whcthir  that  I  flcte  or  fiukc ; 
And  nathelefle  yet  my  trouth  I  ihall  fufleine 
Unto  my  deth,  and  that  (hall  well  be  fcne  : 

This  is  to  faine,  that  I  will  be  yours  ever. 
Though  ye  mc  flea  by  Crucltic  your  fo, 
Algate  my  fpirite  (hall  ncvir  difcevir 
Fro  your  fcrvice  for  any  paine  or  wo, 
Sith  ye  be  dedde,  alas  that  it  is  fo  ! 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  maie  wepin  and  plain 
With  hert^  fore  and  full  of  belie  paiu. 
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7bf/e  Fer/es  next  folowing\weri  compiled  by  Geoff.  Chaucer,  and  in  the  writen  (fofiejfolovt 
at  the  ende  of  The  Complaints  ofPite^ 


1  HE  longi  nyghtli,  when  cvcrjr  crcturc 
Shuld  have  thcr  reft  in  fomwhat  as  by  kind. 
Or  cllis  nc  may  thcr  life  not  long  endure, 
It  fallith  mofte  into  my  woful  roinde 
How  I  fo  farrc  have  brought  my  fclf  behind. 
That  fafc  the  deth  ther  may  nothing  me  Ufle, 
So  difpairid  I  am  from  alle  bliffe. 

This  fame  thought  me  laftith  til  the  morow, 
And  from  the  morowc  forth  til  it  be  eve; 
There  nedith  me  no  care  for  to  borow. 
For  both  1  have  gode  laiiir  and  gode  leve ; 
There  is  no  wight  that  will  my  wo  byreve. 
To  wepe  enough  and  wailin  all  my  fyll  j 
The  fore  fparke  of  peine  now  doth  me  fpil. 

This  Love,  that  hath  mc  fet  in  foche  a  place 
That  my  delire  he  wil  nevir  fulfil, 
,  For  neithir  Pite,  Mercy,  neithir  Grace. 
Can  I  not  finde,and  yet  my  wofuU  herte 
For  to  be  dede  I  can  it  not  arace, 
The  more  I  love  the  more  ihe  doth  me  imerte, 
Thorowc  whiche  I  fe  withoute  remedie 
That  from  the  deth  1  may  no  wif9  afterte. 

Now  fothly  what  ihe  iiight  I  wol  reherfe ; 
Hef  name  is  Botkntie,  fet  in  wominhed, 
Sadnes  in  youth,  and  beautie  pridelefle. 
And  plefaunce  undir  govirnannce  and  drede. 
And  her  fnmame  is  eke  faire  Ruth^lefle, 
The  wift  knit  unto  gode  avinture, 
That  for  1  love  her  lie  fleth  me  giltlefle ; 
Her  love  f  beft,  and  ihall  while  I  may  dure ; 

Bett  than  my  felfe  a  hundrid  thouland  dele, 
Than  al  this  world'is  richis  or  creture ; 
Now  bath  not  Love  me  beilowld  we^ 


To  lovm  there  I  nevir  (hal  have  parte  ? 
Alas,  right  thas  is  tumid  me  the  whek ! 
Thus  am  I  flaine  with  JLov'is  furious  dartef 
I  can  but  love  her  bcft  my  fwet^  fo, 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  mor^  of  his  arte 
But  fervin  alwaye  and  ftint  for  no  wo. 

Within  my  trew^  carefoll  hcrte  tjier  is 
So  mochil  w«  and  ^ke  fo  litil  blifle      "^ 
That  wo  is  me  that  evir  I  was  bore ! 
For  al  that  thinge  which  I  dcfire  \  mifle, 
And  al  that  evir  I  wolde  not  iwis 
That  finde  I  redy  to  me  evirmore ; 
And  of  all  this  1  n*ot  to  whom  me  plaine, 
For  ihe  that  might  me  out  of  this  ybriog 
Ke  rechith  nought  whethir  I  wepe  or  iio^ 
So  litil  routh  hath  ihe  upon  my  paine! 

Alas !  whan  ilepinge  tymc  is  then  I  wake. 
Whan  I  ihuld  daunce  for  fere  !o  than  I  quake} 
This  hcvy  life  I  lede,  lo !  for  your  fake, 
Though  ye  thcrof  in  no  wife  hed^  take, 
Myn  hert'is  lady  and  whole  my  livc's  qucnc 
For  truly  durft  I  iay  as  that  I  fele 
Me  femith  that  your  fwetd  herte  of  ilele 
Is  whettid  now  againift  me  to  kene. 

My  derd  herte  and  hdk  bekvid  fo  ( 
Why  lykith  you  to  do  me  al  this  wo? 
What  have  I  don  that  grevith  you, or  baikl 
But  for  I  ferve  and  love  you  ao^  no  mo,- 
And  whileil  I  Uve  I  wil  evir  do  fo, 
Andtherfore,  fwete !  ne  bethe  not  U  apaidr; 
For  fo  gode  and  fo  faure  as  that  ye  be 
It  wer  a  right  gret  wondirbut  ye  had 
Of  al  fervauntis  both  of  gode  and  badde. 
And  \k&.  worthy  of  al  t£m  I  am  he. 
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j^t  nevir  the  Icfle,  my  righte  lady  fwete ! 
Thongh  that  I  be  unkooninge  and  unmete 
To  ienrc  at  I  coud  heft  aye  your  highuet. 
Yet  if  thcr  none  fainir,  that  would  1  hete. 
Than  1  to  do  you  efe  or  ellis  bete, 
VtliMt  h  I  wif^  that  were  to  your  hlghnes  { 
And  had  I  might  as  gode  as  I  have  wil, 
ThuD  ihonkl  ye  fek  wher  k  were  £o  or  none, 
For  in  this  world  liringe  than  is  ther  none 
That  fainir  wolde  your  hert'is  wil  fulfil. 

For  both  I  love  and  eke  drede  you  Co  fore, 
And  algates  mote  and  have  don  you  fill  yore. 
That  bettir  bred  is  none  ne  nevir  iha)| 
And  yet  I  trouM  befeche  you  of  no  more 
But  lovith  wel,  and  be  not  wroth  therfore. 
And  let  me  fenre  you  forth,  lo !  this  is  al ; 
For  I  am  nought  fo  hardy  ne  to  wode 
For  to  defire  that  ye  ihould  lovin  me. 
For  wel  I  wotte,  alas !  that  may  not  be, 
I  am  fo  litil  worthy*  and  ye  fo  gode. 
For  ye  be  one  the  worthyift  on  live, 
And  1  the  moft  unlikely  for  to  thrive. 

Yet  for  al  this  wetith  ye  fnl  righte  wel 

That  ye  ne  (hould  me  from  your  lervycc  drive. 

That  J  nc  wil  aye  with  my  witis  five 
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Serve  you  truly  what  wo  fo  that  I  fSelc^ 
For  I  am  fet  fo  hy  upon  your  whele 
That  though  ye  nevir  wU  upon  me  rew 
^  muil  you  love, and  bene  evir  as  trewe 
As  any  man  yean  or  maye  on  live. 

But  the  more  that  I  love  you,  godely  fre ! 
The  laflS  finde  I  that  ye  lovin  me ; 
Alai !  whan  fhal  that  hardd  wit  amende  t 
Wher  is  now  al  your  womanly  pite. 
Your  gentilnes  and  your  debonairte  f 
Wil  ye  nothinge  ther  of  upon  me  fpend. 
And  fo  whole,  fwete !  as  I  am  youris  all. 
And  ib  grete  wil  asl  have  to  you  ferve i 
Now  certis  and  ye  let  me  thus  yflcrve 
Yet  have  ye  wonnin  therupon  but  Imall, 

For  at  my  knowing  I  do  nothing  why : 
And  thus  I  wil  befeche  you  hertily. 
That  if  evir  ye  finde  whilis  ye  live 
A  truir  fervaunte  to  yon  than  am  I, 
Levith  than,  and  fleith  me  hardily, 
And  I  my  deth  to  you  wil  al  forgive ; 
And  yf  ye  finde  no  trewir  verily, 
Wollin  ye  fuffir  than  that  I  thus  fpil. 
And  for  no  manir  gilt  but  my  gode  will  i 
As  gode  were  than  untrue  as  true  to  be. 
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CODE  COUNSAILE  OF  CHAUCER. 


FtiE  fro  the  prtrf  Aiid  <f»fell  with  folMkftncffc; 
Sufiife  unto  thr  gode  though  ft  he  fitnH, 
For  horde  hath  hate,  and  clhubTDg  tikilneirf , 
Prece  hath  envie^and  wele  is  blent  oer  aQ; 
Savour  no  more  than  the  behoven  ihap ; 
Rede  well  thy  Telf,  that  othir  folke  canft  f  ede, 
And  trouthe  the  ihalltleliTtr  it*  h  no  drcdc. 

Paine  the  not  eche  crokid  to  redrelHi 
In  truft  of  her  that  tourneth  as  a  balle ; 
Grete  reft  ftandith  in  litil  buiinefle ; 
Beware  alfo  to  fpume  again  a  nallc ; 


Stride  not  as  doith  a  crocke  with  awaHe; 
Demith  thy  felf  that  demift  othir^s  dede. 
And  trouthe  the  fliall  deliver  it  'is  no  drcde. 

That  the  is  fent  receve  in  buxomeneire ; 
The  wraftlyng  of  this  worldc  a&ith  a  fall ; 
Her6  is  no  hone,  here  is  but  wildimcfle ; 
Forthe  pilgrim,  forAe  o  beft  erut  of  thy  fttll ; 
I«oke  up  on  high,  and  thankc  thy  God  of  all; 
Weivith  thy  loAe  and  let  thy  ghoft  the  lede, 
And  trouthe  the  ihall  delivir  it*  is  no  dredc. 
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CHAUCER'S    A,  B,  C. 


CALLED  LA  PRIERE  D£  N08TRE  DAME. 


Cbaucer^sjt^  J8,  C^  calkiLa  Friere  de  nojhe  Dame^  made^  asfomefay^  altbertqu^ 
ofBkncb  Ducheffe  ofLancaJter^  as  a  firaier/or  berprhmie  ufi^  btiag  m  wm^m  im 
ber  reftgion  very  dtvmH. 


Almiobtib  ani  allmerciable  Qucne ! 
To  whom  all  this  world  ileith  for  foccour. 
To  have  relefe  of  finoe,  of  forow,  of  tene. 
Glorious  Vir^e !  of  all  flottris  flour» 
To  the  1  fle,  confoundid  in  errour ; 
Helpc  and  relere,  almightic  dcbonaire ! 
Hare  mercy  of  mine  periUout  langour, 
Venqoiil  me  hath  my  cruill  adver^ire. 

B. 
Boimtie  fo  fixe  hath  in  my  herthis  tent, 
That  well  I  wote  thou  wUl  my  fuccour  be ; 
Thou  canft  not  wamin  that  with  gode  enteat 
Axith  thyn^  ^<^>  <^>i^  ^^  is  aye  fo  frc, 
.  Thou  an  largefk  of  plaine  felicite* 
Havin  and  rdfute  of  quieu  and  reft  ; 
Lo  how  that  thevis  fevin  chaiin  me  ; 
Uelpe,  Ladie  bright !  or  that  mine  (hip  to  breft. 

C. 
Comfort  is  none  but  in  you,  I.4uly  dere ! 
For  lo  !  mine  iinne  and  mine  confufioun. 
Which  ottght  not  in  thin  prefence  for  to*  apere, 
Han  taken  on  me  a  grevous  a<^ioun. 
Of  veray  right  and  difperatiouta. 
And  as  by  right  they  mightin  well  fiHlenc 
That  I  wA-e  worthy  mine  damnatioun, 
Ne  were  it  of  thy  mercy,  blifsfull  Qj^ene ! 

D. 
I>out  is  there  none,  o  Queue  of  mifcVicord! 
That  thou  o'ut  cauk  cfgracc  aoU  mercy  her«, 


God  vouchide&fe  through  the  with  us  to*  accord  i 
For  certis,  Chri(l*is  blifsfull  modir  dere ! 
Were  now  the  bow  ybcnt  in  fwiche  manere 
As  it  was  firft  of  juflice  and  of  ire. 
The  rightfuD  God  would  of  no  mercy  here ; 
But  through  the  han  we  grace  as  We  delire. 

Ever*  hath  mine  hope  of  refute  in  the  b«. 
For  here  bcfome  fuU  oft  in  many'  a  wife 
Unto  mercy  haft  thou  rccevid  me. 
But  mercy,  Lady  !  at  the  grct  aDiire, 
When  we  fliall  come  before  the  High  Juftife, 
So  litil  freut  ftiall  then  in  me  ben  found 
That  but  thou  or  that  day  corredin  me 
Of  very  right  mine  werkc  will  me  confound. 

F. 
Flying  I  fle  for  fuccour  to  thine  tent, 
Mc  for  to  hide  fro  tcnipeft  full  of  drcdc, 
Befeking  you  that  ye  you  not  abfcnC, 
Though  I  be  wicke  ;  o  help  yet  at  this  nede  f 
All  have  I  ben  a  heft  in  wit  and  dcdc. 
Yet,  Lady !  thou  me  dofe  with  thine  owne  grace; 
Thine  enemic  and  mine  (Lady,  take  hcdc) 
Unto  mine  deth  in  point  is  me  to  chafe. 

G. 
Gracious  maid  and  modir !  which  that  never 
Were  bittir  nor  m  crth  nor  in  the  fe, 
But  full  of  fwetciieflc  and  of  mercy  ever, 
Hclpe,  that  mine  f  adir  be  not  wroth  with  mo 
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Speke  tfiou,  for  i  nc  dare  him  not  yfe : 
So  have  I  done  in  erth,  alas  the  while  ! 
That  certis  bat  if  thou  mine  fuccour  be   * 
To  dnke  eterne  he  will  mine  ghoft  exile. 

H. 
He  vouchidefafe,  tell  him,  as  was  his  will, 
Become  a  man  as  for  our  alliaunce. 
And  with  his  blode  he  t^ote  that  bfifsful  bill 
Upon  the  croffe  as  generall  acquitaoncc 
To  every  penitent  in  fiiU  cryaunce; 
And  therefore,  Mtdy  bright !  thou  for  ns  prey^ 
Then  ihalt  thou  ftentin  ail^  his  grevaunce, 
And  maken  our  foe  to  faylin  of  his  prey. 

I. 
1  #otd  well  them  wilt  ben  our  fucc'ouri 
Thou  art  fo  full  of  bountie  in  certaine, 
For  when  a  fould  fallith  in  errour 
Thine  pitie  goeth  and  halith  him  againe. 
Then  makift  thou  his  pe«c  with  his  Soter^o, 
And  bringift  him  out  of  the  crokid  (Irete : 
Whofo  the  lovitH  fhall  not  love  in  vaine, 
That  (hall  he  find  as  he  the  life  (hall  lete^ 

K. 
Kalendiris  enluminid  ben  they 
That  in  this  world  ben  lightid  with  thine  name. 
And  who  fo  goith  with  the  the  right  wey 
Him  dar  not  dredin  in  foule  to  ben  lame^ 
Now  Quene  of  comfort !  iith  thou  art  the  fame 
To  whom  I  fechin  for  my  medicine, 
Let  not  mine  fo  no  more  mine  wound  entame^ 
Mine  hele  into  thine  bond  all  I  refine. 

L. 
JLady!  thine  forrow  can  I  not  portrey 
Undir  the  crofle,  ne  his  grevous  pennaunce ; 
But  for  your  bothis  peine  I  you  do  prey 
I<et  not  our  aldir  fo  make  his  bofiaunce 
That  he  hath  in  his  lellis,  with  mifchaunce ! 
Convid  that  that  ye  both  ban  bought  fo  dere : 
As  I  faid  erfi,  thou  ground  of  all  fubflaunce  ! 
Continue*  on  us  thin  pitous  eyin  clert. 

M. 
Moyfes,  that  iaw  the  bofii  of  flambis  rede 
Brennin'g)  of  which  then  nevir  a  fticke  brend, 
"Was  figne  of  thine  unwemmid  maidinhede ; 
Thou  art  the  boib  on  which  thefe  can  defcend 
The  Holy  Ghoft,  the  which  that  Moyfct  wend 
Had  ^cn  on  fire ;  and  this  was  in  figure ; 
Now  Lady  I  fro  the  fir^  us  defend 
Which  that  in  hell  eternally  Ihall  dure. 

N. 
Noble  Princcffc  !  that  nevir  haddiil  pcre, 
Certis  if  any  comfort  in  us  be 
That  commith  of  the,  Chriflis  modir  dere ! 
We  ban  none  othir  melodie  ne  gle 
Us  to  lejoyce  in  our  adverfite, 
Ne  advocat  that  will  and  dare  fo  prey 
For  us,  and  that  for  as  lite  hire  as  ye. 
That  helpin  for  an  Ave'mary  or  twcy. 

O. 
O  very  light  of  cyin  tho  ben  blind ! 
O  very  lull  of  labour  and  diftreffe ! 
O  treforere  of  bountie  to  mankind ! 
The  whom  God  chcfc  to  moder  for  Jiumblcflfc, 
From  his  ancille  he  made  the  maift^rcfic 
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Of  heven  and  erth,  our  bill  up  for  to  bede^ 
This  world  awatith  ay  on  thine  godeoes. 
For  diou  ne  failed'ell  nevir  wight  at  nede. 

P. 
Purpofe  I  have  fometime  for  to  enquere 
Wherefore  and  why  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  fooght ; 
When  Gabriel's  voice  come  to  thine  ere 
He  not  to  werte  t»  fwicb  a  woodir  wrought, 
But  for  to  fave  us  that  he  fit  bin  bought; 
Then  nedith  us  no  wepon  ns  to  &ve. 
But  onely  there  we  did  not  at  us  ought 
Do  penitence,  and  mercy  aike  and  luve. 

Qjienc^  of  comfort !  right  when  f  me  bethinke 
That  1  agiHid  have  ioth  him  and  the. 
And  that  mine  foule  is  worthy  for  to  finke, 
Alas  1  I  caitife,  whedir  (hall  I  fle  ? 
Who  (hall  unto  thine  fonne  mine  mene  be  ? 
Who  but  thine  felfe,  that  art  of  pitie  well  i 
Thou  haft  more  routh  on  our  adverfite 
Than  in  this  world  might  any  tongue  tell. 

R. 
RedreiTe  me,  modir !  and  eke  me  rhaftifr, 
For  certainly  my  Fadir*s  chaftifing 
Ne  dare  I  not  abtdin  in  no  wife^ 
So  hideous  isliisfuU  reckining. 
Modir '.  of  whopi  otr  joy  began  to  fpring; 
Be  ye  mine  judge  and  eke  my  foul*is  lech. 
For  ay  in  you  is  pitie  aboun<Ung 
To  ca^  that  will  of  pity  you  bcfech. 

S. 
Soth  is  that  he  ne  grauntith  no  pite 
Withoutin  the,  for  God  of  his  godenefle 
Forgivith  none  but  it  like  unto  the  : 
He  hath  the  made  vicaire  and  maifterefTc 
Of  all  this  world,  and  eke  govime^^e 
Of  hevin,  and  reprcffith  his  jnftife 
Aftir  thine  will,  and  therefore  in  witnefie 
He  hath  the  crownid  in  fo  royall  wife. 

T. 
Temple  devout !  ther  God  chefe  hrs  wonnin^i 
Fro  which  thefe  ntifbelevcd  deprivid  ben, 
To  you  mine  foule  penitent  I  bring ; 
Receve  me,  for  I  can  no  fcrthir  fleen. 
With  thornis  venemous,  o  hevin  Quenc ! 
For  which  the  erth  accurfid  was  full  yore, 
I  am  fo  woundid,  as  ye  may  well  fenc. 
That  I  am  loft  almoft,  it  (mcrt  fo  fore. 

V. 
Virgine !  that  art  fo  noble  of  appar^, 
That  ledift  us  into  the  highd  toure 
Of  Paradife,  thou  me  wife  and  coiCnfaiie 
How  I  may  have  thy  grace  and  thy  fuccoar. 
All  have  1  ben  in  filth  and  in  emmr : 
Lady !  on  that  countrey  thou  me  adjouroe 
That  clepid  is  thine  bench  of  freih^  flour, 
There  as  that  mercy  evir  (hall  fojoume. 

X. 
Xpen  thine  fonne,  that  in  this  world  alight 
Upon  a  crofle  to  fuffir  his  pafiioun. 
And  fuftred  eke  that  Longeus  hishert  pight, 
And  made  his  hert*is  blodi  renne  adouo, 
And  all  this  was  for  my  falvatioun; 
And  I  to  him  am  fals  and  eke  unkind, 


CHAUCER'S  A,  B.  C. 


S^ 


Ami  yet  he  will  not  mine  dampnatioun ; 
Thif  tbanke  I  you,  fuccour  of  all  maokind ! 

Y. 
Vfaac  was  figure  of  his  deth  certaine. 
That  fo  ferreforth  hit  fadir  would  obey 
That  him  ne  rought  nothing  fof  to  be  flaioe; 
Right  fo  thy  fonn^  lift  a  Umbe  to  dey : 
Now  Lady  full  of  mercy  1  I  yon  |»rey» 
Sith  he  hit  mercy  fund  me  fo  large, 
pc  ye  not  fcant,  for  all  we  fing  or  fay, 
T^t  ye  ben  fro  vengeauoce  alway  our  targe. 


Z. 


Zacharie  you  clepith  the  opin  well 

That  wifht  his  finfuU  foule  out  of  his  guilt, 

Therefore  this  leiToun  out  I  will  to  tell. 

That  n*ere  thine  tendir  hert  we  werin  fpilt* 

Now  Lady  bright !  fith  that  thou  canft  and  wilc» 

Ben  to  the  fedc  of  Adam  merdable ; 

Bring  us  unto  that  paleis  that  is  built 

To  penitently  that  ben  to  mercie  able^ 
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ANNELIDA  AND  FALSE  ARCITE. 


Arcite^  a  Tbehan  tntght,  for/akeib  ^ueen  Aane/tda^  who  loved  bm  entirely^  anitakeA 
a  new  laJy,  whereupon  Annelida  makeib  ibis  great  con^ini. 


O  THOU  fiers  god  of  Armit,  Man  the  Rede, 
That  in  thy  froftie  cotintrey  callid  Thrace 
Within  thy  grifly  templit  full  of  drede 
Honovrid  art  as  patrone  of  that  place, 
With  the  Bellona,  Pallas  full  of  grace. 
Be  prefent,  and  my  fong  continue*  and  gie ; 
At  my  beginnyng  thus  to  the  I  crie. 

For  it  full  depe  is  fonkin  in  mynde 
With  pitous  herte  in  £ngli(he  to  endi^ 
This  olde  florie,  in  Latino  whiche  I  finde, 
Of  Queue  Annelida  and  falfe  Arcite, 
That  elde,  whiche  all  thingis  can  frete  and  bite. 
And  it  hath  Cretin  many*  a  nohle  florie. 
Hath  nigh  devourid  put  of  our  memorie. 

Be  faTourablc*  eke  thou  Polyrania, 
On  Pamaflus  that  with  thy  fultirs  glade 
By  Helicon »  and  not  ferre  from  Cirrha, 
Singift  with  voice  memoriall  in  the  (hade, 
Undir  the  laurir,  which  that  maie  not  fade. 
And  doe  that  I  my  fhip  to  haTin  winne  : 
Firft  followe*  I  Stace,  and  aftir  him  Corinne. 

Pnglim^  Umrigef/MhtmnttM  7b*f<tm  $mrrm 
Jj^Jui  pUmfui^miJfufqiH  MdJuUrmvulpf  \*ft. 

When  Thefeus  with  warris  long  and  grete 
The  afprc  folke  of  Scythe  hath  OTircome, 
The  laurir  crouoid,  in  his  chaire  golde  bete 
Home  to  his  countre  houiis  is  icome. 
For  whiche  the  peple  blisfull  all  and  fome 
So  cridin  that  to  the  flerris  it  went, 
And  bym  to  honourin  did  all  ther  entCBt. 


Before  this  duke  in  (igne  of  Tidorie 
The  trompis  come,  and  in  his  banir  large 
The'  imaee  of  Mars ;  and  in  token*  of  glorie 
Men  mightin  fe  of  trcfure  many'  a  chaige, 
Many'  a  bright  helme,  and  many'  afpereaodtar|e, 
Many'  a  freflie  knight,  and  many'  a  blisfvll  root 
On  horfe  and  fote,  in  all  the  field  about. 

Hyppolyu  his  wife,  the  bardie  Queue 
Of  Scythia,  that  he  conquerid  had. 
With  Emelie  her  youngd  fuftir  ihene, 
Faire  in  a  chare  of  golde  he  with  him  lad, 
That  ^X  the  ground  about  her  chare  ihe  fprad 
With  brighmeiTe  of  the  beautie  in  her  face, 
Fulfillid  Si  of  largcfie  and  of  grace. 

With  his  triumph  and  laurir  corouned  thni 
In  all  the  floure  of  Fortun'is  yeryng 
Lete  I  this  noble  prince,  this  Thefeus, 
Toward  Athenis  in  his  waie  ridyng, 
And  fonde  I  wol}  in  ihortly  for  to  brjrng 
'tht  flie  waie  of  that  1  began  to  write 
Of  Queue  Annelida  and  falfe  Ardte. 

Mars,  that  through  his  furious  courfeof  ire. 
The  old^  wrathe  of  Juno  to  fulfill. 
Hath  fet  the  peplb  hertis  bothe  on  fire 
Of  Thebei  and  Grece  cverich  othfr  to  kill 
With  blodie  fperis,  reftid  nerir  ftill. 
But  throng  now  h^  now  there  emong  *bem  botOi 
That  everiche  othir  flue,  fo  were  thei  wrodi: 

For  when  Amphioraz  and  Tydens, 
Hippomedon  and  Parthenope*  alfo 
Were  dcddc,  and  flain  watthe  pronde  DpaacBii 
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And  vbeo  thewretdud  TMitBt  hrcdirin  two 
Were  flsiin,  and  Kyag  Adraftus  homa  ago, 
So  defolatc  fiode  TheUt  and  ib  bve 
That  no  yri^X  could  remedic  oi  hit  care 

And  when  that  the  old  Crcan  gas  cipie 
How  that  tlM  bMe  rokll  «aa  brought  adomr 
He  hdda  the  cite  hy  hta  tyranwe^ 
And  did  the  gentik  of  ihAt  icgiooo 
To  ben  hlsfrendtrand  dwcU  in  the  utini 
So  what  kt  love  ol  hsn,  luki  what  for  awo 
The  noble  folkc  wete  to  thetouneidrawc 

Emong  all  theft  Annelida  the  Qn«ne 
Of  Ennonie  waa  io  thai  toane  dwdiytig, 
That  fiurir  ferre  ms  than  the  ibnni  ihoM ; 
Throughotit  the workfe  fo  gan  her  name  to  fpryng. 
That  her  to  fe  ha4  eveiy  wt^  Uhyng* 
For  u  of  tpontke  ne  it  thtrc  none  her  Ucha 
Of  aD  the  wookb  in  this  workU  fiche. 

Ycuig  was  thia  qucae,  of  twcntie  ycris  oUle, 
Of  middle  fiaturt,  and  elf  fochc  kireaeffe 
That  Natore  had'a  ioye  her  to  bthoUa ; 
And  for  to  Ipafcin  of  her  ftedMaefifc, 
She  paffid  hath  Penciope*  and  Lacrefle  | 
Aad,  ihartHe,  if  flie  frail  ban  cemprehcnded. 
In  her  there  augfatin  nothyng  ban  amended. 

This  Thahan  knight  Arcita  eke,  fotha  to  iaine, 
Wasyongfind  tharwithal  a  loftie  knight. 
But  he  wasrdouble*  iabve  and  noting  plaine, 
And  inhtil  In  that  crafta  ovrcT  any  wi^t. 
And  with  hit  cosayng  wan  this  ladia  bright. 
For  ^  fcarferthe  be  gan  her  trouth  aff«ra 
That  fhe  hym  tmfiith  o'er  any  cretore. 

Whatibooldiiaina?  (he  lovith  Aicite  lb 
That  when  that  he  was  abfent  any  throwc 
Anone  her  thought  her  hertd  braA  a  two. 
For  in  her  iight  to  her  he  bare  hym  lowe, 
So  thkt  fre  wcnis  have  all  his  herte  iknowai 
But  he  waa  fidfie^it  nfas  but  fiunkl  chere. 
As  nedtth  not  foohe  craftk  men  to  levc, 

Bqt  jMstbeleiie  fiill  miklll  bnfineflc 
Had  he  cr  that  he  might  his  ladie  winne, 
And  fwore  that  he  would  dyin  for  diOordfe 
Or  €rom  bis  witta  ha  fiiyid  be  would  twiane  ^ 
Alastbe while!  loritwafVOudiemndftnBe 
That  ike  fipeo  bit  fbrowis  would  rat ;  * 
But  Ni^ha^iAmMiS  ihtfrift  ma^tihtk*  $rwt. 

Her  freoome  found  Arcltc  in  foohe  niaiMre 
That  al  was  his  that  flie  hath,  mooha  or  lite, 
Ke  to  no  manir  cratur^  made  flie  chere 
Furthir  then  as  it  likld  to  Arcite ; 
Thar  was  no  ladt  wkh  which  he  mlgbt  her  wite ; 
She  wasfb  lerforthe ybrin  hia  to  pleio 
That  al  that  likid  hyia  did  her  to  efe. 

There  n*as  to  bar  no  maoir  lettif  (ant, 
Thattoocbid  love,  from  any  alanir  wi||lit, 
That  (he  ne  iiewid  hym  or  it  was  brtnt, 
So  plain  flie  was,  aad  dyd  her  fnlM  might 
That  (he  n'ill  hidin  Dothyng  from  her  knight. 
Left  he  of  any  untroothe  her  upbreide ; 
Withoutin  bode  his  hcrtd  Ihe  obdde. 

And  eke  ha  made  hym  jeloos  ovif  her, 
That  what  that  any  man  bad  to  her  ftted 
Anon  he  wonM  yprayin  bar  to  fwere 


What  was  diat  worde,  or  make  him  IH  apaied ; 
Then  wenid  fra  out  of  her  witte  have  luaicd  ; 
But  aU  was  nought  but  fleight  and  iattihe ; 
Withontin  love  he  bmxd.  jeloufic. 

And  all  tJot  tokc  ihe  fo  debonairly 
Thai  al  lus  wil  her  thought  it  (kilfbl  thyiig. 
And  er  the  lengir  loved  hym  tandirly. 
And  did  hym  hoBoor  as  he  were  a  kyog; 
Her  herte  was  to  hym  weddid  with  a  ryog. 
For  fo  ferforthe  on  trouthe  is  her  entent 
That  where  he  goith  her  hert  with  him  went. 
Whan  (he  (hal  etc  on  hun  n  io  her  thought 
That  wel  anncthis  of  mete  toke  ihe  hope, 
And  whan  that  (he  was  to  her  re(^  ybrought 
On  him  (he  thought  alway  tyl  that  (he  flcpe, 
Whao  he  was  abftnt  prii^y  dothe  (he  wepe : 
Thai  liverft(aire  Annelida  the  Qoeoe 
For  falfe  Arcyte,  that  dyd  her  al  this  «ene. 
This  £alfe  Arcyte,  of  his  newfangleneire, 
Forikctobhn  lb  lowly  was  andtrcwc, 
Ytoke  leffe  deim^  for  her  ftedfafttnefie. 
And  faW&anothir  lady  proude  and  newe. 
And  right  anon  he  dad  nim  in  her  hewe, 
Wote  I  not  whatbir  in  white,  Md,  or  grese. 
And  falfid  faire  Annelida  the  Queue. 

But  nertheleflc,  erete  wondir  Was  It  none 
Though  ha  were  (ufe,  for  i^  is  th^  kindc  of  man 
Sithe  Lamech  was,  that  it  fo  longc  agonc, 
To  be  in  love  as  falfe  as  er  he  can ; 
Ha  was  the  flHU  fsthir  that  began 
To  krvin  rwo,  and  was  in  bigamie. 
And  helbande  tentis  fird  but  yf  men  lye: 

This  falfa  Arcite  fomwhat  muft  he  nede  faine 
Whan  he  was  felfe  to  coveren  hl«  traitourie, 
Right  ai  afl  horfe  that  can  both  bite  and  plaine, 
For  ha  bare  her  in  honde  of  trechirie, 
And  fwore  he  coude  her  doublene(fe  efpyc. 
And  al  was  fialfenefle  that  (he  to  him  mebt ; 
Thus  fwore  this  thefa,  and  forth  his  way  he  went. 

Alas  t  what  hert^  might  endurin  it 
For  roathe  or  wo  her  forowc  for  to  tel. 
Or  what  man  hath  the  conning  or  the  wit, ' 
Or  what  nuui  might  within  the  chanibre  dwel. 
If  I  to  him  reherfin  (hall  the  hel 
That  fufirith  faire  Annelida  the  Quenc, 
For  falfe  Arcite,  that  did  her  al  this  tene  ? 
She  wepith,  wailith,  f wounith,  pitoufly  ; 
To  g^ounde  as  ded  (he  fallith  as  a  ftone ; 
^he  craiiipi(hith  her  limmit  crokidly; 
She  fpckith  as  her  witte  were  al  agone; 
Othir  colour  than  afhin  hath  fie  none, 
Ne  none  othir  worde  fpekith  (he  moch  or  Iit|^ 
But  Mercy ^  tmU  herte  mat,  Arcite  f 

And  thus  endurcth  til  that  (he  was  fo  mate 
That  (he  ne'  hath  fotc  on  which  (he  may  fuftene, 
But  forth  langui(hing  er  in  this  eftate, 
Of  whiche  Arcite  hath  neithir  rotbc  ne  tene ; 
His  herte  was  ellifwhere  fette  new  and  grene. 
That  on  her  wo  ne  deineth  him  not  to  think ; 
Him  reckith  ner  whethir  (he  fletc  of  (inke. 

This  new^  lady  holdith  him  fo  narowe 
Up  by  the  bridil  at  the  (Uv*is  ende. 
That  every  worde  he  dred  it  is  as  an  arowe ; 
Her  daungir  made  him  both^  bowe  and  bende. 
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And  as  her  Infte  madin  hkn  tome  or  wende. 

For  flie  ne  granntid  him  in  her  tiTirig^ 

No  grace  why  that  he  hath  thereof 'to  finge. 

But  drove  him  forth ;  umieth  lift  her  to  knowe 
That  he  wa»  fervautit  to  her  ladyihip. 
But  Icfte  that  he  were  proude  ihe  held  him  loiwe; 
Thus  fervith  he  withoutln  mete  or  (ip; 
She  fence  him  nowe  to  lande  and  nowe  to  ihip. 
And  for  ihe  yave  him  damigir  al  his  fil 
Therfore  Ihe  had  him  at  her  ownd  wil. 

Enfamplc*  of  this,  ye  thriftic  women  al. 
Take  hede  of  Annelida*  and  falfe  Arcitc, 
That  for  her  lift  him  her  dere  hert^  caU, 
And  was  fo  meke,  therefore  he  lored  her  lite; 
The  kinde  of  mann'is  herte  it  to  delite 
On  thing  that  ftxaunge  is,  al  fo  God  me  fiivc* 
For  what  they  may  not  get  that  wold  they  htfc, 

Now  (ume  we  to  Annelida  ayen, 
That  pisith  day  by  day  in  lajiguiftiing ; 
But  whan  Skt  faw«  that  her  ne  gate  ao  geyn, 
Upon  a  daf  fol  fbro'wfully  wcping. 
She  caft  her  for  to  make  a  complatiuiig» 
And  with  her  owiii  hande  ft»e  gan  it  write. 
And  foite  it  to  her  Th^bao  knight  Areyt^t 


Tbi  Complaint  tf  AnntUJa  UfiJfi  AreHi, 

So  thirlld  with  the  point  of  rcmembrmunce 
The  fwerde  of  forowe,whette  with  faUe  pkiaunre, 
Myne  hert^  bare  of  bliffe  and  black  of  hewe. 
That  tumid  is  to  quaking  all  my  dauncp. 
My  fewcrtye  in  wap/d  countinaunce, 
Sens  it  avaUith  nothing  lo  ben  trewe, 
For  who  fo  trewe  is  certes  it  ftiall  her  rewe 
That  fervith  Love,  and  dothe  her  obfenraunce 
Alway  to  one,  and  chasngith  for  no  newe. 

I  wote  my  felfe  as  well  as  any  wight^ 
For  1  loved  one  with  al  min  hert  and  might. 
More  than  my  felf  an  hundred,  ^houfaode  fitkt 
And  callid  him  my  hert*is  lyfe,  my  knight, 
And  was  al  his  as  ferre  as  it  was  right. 
And  whan  that  he  was  glad  than  was  I  blythe, 
And  his  difefe  ywas  |ny  dethe  as  fwithe. 
And  he  ayen  his  trouthe  hath  to  me  pljgh^ 
For  evirmore  his  lady  me  to  kithe. 

Now  is  he  f^lfe,  alas !  and  caufeles, 
And  of  my  wo  he  is  fo  routheles 
That  with  a  worde  hipi  lift  not  onis  dain4 
To  bring  aycn  my  fbrowful  herte  in  pees, 
For  he  is  caught  up  in  an  othir  lees; 
Right  as  hym  lyft  he  laughith  at  my  paip«. 
And  I  ne  can  min  herte  not  rcftraine 
For  to  love  him  yet  alway  nertheles, 
And  of  all  this  I  n*ot  to  whom  to  pUinc, 
.   And  ftiulde  i  plain,  alas  the  harde  ftoonde  I 
Unto  my  foe  that  yave  myn  herte  a  wonnde, 
And  yet  defirith  that  royne  harme  be  more  ? 
Now  certis  ferthir  woU  I  nevir  founde 
None  othir  hclpe  my  foris  for  to  founde. 
My  Deftiny  hath  ftiapid  fo  ful  yore, 
I  woU  none  othir  medecyne  ne  lore, 
I  wpU  ben  aye  there  1  was  onis  bounde. 
That  I  have  faid  be  faid  for  evirmore, 


Alas  \  where  is  become  your  gentinaefTcf 
Your  wordes  ftiU  of  plefannce  and  hunblendRr, 
Your  obfervamice  in  fo  lowe  a  manere. 
Your  awaitinge,  and  eke  yonr  befinefle. 
On  me,  that  ye  th*  callid  your  maiibefle. 
Your  foviiraine  lady  in  tfak  worlde  here  f 
Alas !  is  there  now  ndtbir  wordc  ne  ehen 
Ye  voochiafin  ^>on  myn  hemtttti 
Alas !  your  love  I  bye  it  al  to  dere ! 

Now  certis,  fwete  Aicit^ !  dMmgfa  diat  ye 
Thus  cauiiUefle  the  rufiill  caafe  ybe 
Of  all  my  pynt  and  dedly*  adverfite. 
Your  manly  tresfbun  ought  it  to  recite 
To  ile  your  fodie£ift  frendc,  and  namely  me, 
Whiche  that  have  nevir  yet  in  no  degre 
Offendid  yoo  in  ought,  as  wifly  he 
That  aH  thinges  vH>te  of  wo  my  fenU  quite. 

But  for  I  vraa  fo  plain  to  the  Ardte 
In  aU  my  wordes  and  workii  moche  and  lite. 
And  was  fo  befy  aye  you  to  delite, 
Myne  hopour  only  fave,  meke,  kinde,  end  £pb. 
Therefore,  Arcite,  ye  p«  in  me  this  wite ! 
Alas !  alas  I  ye  recfain  not  a  mite 
ThoQl^h  that  the  pcrdng  fwerde  of  fbrow  byte 
My  woliil  hert  tboroogh  your  cnuke« 

My  fwete  foe !  why  do  ye  fo  for  Ibame  ? 
And  thinkin  ye  that  furthered  be  yonr  name 
To  lorin  a  newe  and  ben  untrewe  aye. 
And  putin  you  in  ilanndir  nowe  andbbtne. 
And  do  to  me  adverfyte  and  grame 
That  love  yoa  moft,  God  thou  wotift  dwaye  ?    - 
Yet  tumc  ayen,  and  yet  be  plaine  fome  dayc. 
And  then  fliall  this  that  now  ismis  ben  game. 
And  al  forgevin  whilis  I  lyve  maye. 

Lo,  h^rt^  myne !  al  this  is  for  to  faine. 
As  whethir  (kal  I  praye  or  ellis  plaine  ? 
Whiah  is  the  way  to  done  you  to  be  tremt  f 
For  eithi/ mote  1  have  youin my  chune 
Or  with  the  deth  ye  mote  depart  as  twayne. 
There  beth  none  othir  mcoe  ne  vrayis  newe. 
For  God  fo  wyfely  on  my  foule  newe 
As  verily  ye  ilaine  me  with  the  paine, 
That  BMWe  ye  £b  unfunid  on  mine  hewe. 

For  that  ferforth  have  I  my  deth  jttmgbt^ 
My  felfe  I  mardir  with  my  privie  thoaght ; 
For  forewe*  and  routha  of  your  nakind^mdle 
I  wepe,  I  vpaik,  I  faft;  al  helptth  nanght; 
1  voide  alle  joy  that  is  to  fi>eak  of  aught, 
1  voide  alle  company,  I  flye  gladnefle; 
Who  may  avauat  her  bet  of  hevineffe 
Than  I  ?  and  to  this  pliic  have  me  ye  broaght 
Withoutin  gilte ;  me  nedtth  no  witne0ie. 

And  ihoulde  1  pray  and  weivio  womanhedc  $ 
Nay,  rathir  deth  than  do  fo  fouk  a  dede ; 
And  afkc  mercy  and  giltelefte  ?  what  nede  i 
And  if  that  1  compU^iewhat  Ufe  1  Icde 
You  reckith  not,  that  know  I  out  of  drcde; 
And  if  I  unto  you  mine  othisbede 
For  mine  excufe,  a  fcome  flial  be  my  mcde; 
Your  chere  yflourith  bat  it  woll  not  fede; 
Ful  longe  agon  1  might  have  takin  hede  : 

For  thpugh  I  had  you  to  morowe  againe 
I  might  as  well  hol<|  Aprilis  from  r^ae 
As  holdin  jpu  to  makin  you  fledfaft : 
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AlmrghtyOod!  oftronthe  the  fovcraine, 
Whcr  Is  the  trouth  of  man  f  who  bath  it  flaine  ? 
She  that  'hem  lovlth  (hall  *hem  findc  as  faft 
As  in  a  temped  is  a  rottin  maft. 

Is  that  a  tame  bcft  that  is  evir  faine 
To  rcnne  away  when  he  is  left  agaft  ? 

Nowc  mercy,  fwete  Arclte!  if  I  miffay; 
Whcthir  have  i  aaght  faid  out  of  the  way 
1  n*ot ;  my  witte  is  waftid  al  away  : 
I  £arc  at  doth  the  fonge  of  chantepleure. 
For  uowe  I  plaine  and  nowe  agcn  I  piey ; 
I  am  fo  mafid  that  I  dey,  I  dey ; 
Arcite,  Arcite,  hath  born  away  the  key 
Of  al  my  wcle  and  my  go^e  arintuye  : 

For  in  this  world  there  ne  is  ao  cfCture 
Walking)  alas !  m  more  difcomfiturc 
Than  I,  ne  that  more  forowe  doth  endure, 
For  yf  I  flcpe  a  furlonge  way  or  twey 
Than  thinkith  me  anon  tl\;Lt  ypi?  %19'C 
Sjppiiant  before  me  ftante  ciud  in  afure, 
Rcdy  efteto  prof  re  anewe  aifure 
For  to  ben  trcwe,  and  mercy  me  to  prey. 

The  Ung^  night  tbir*  yroodir  fygbt  1  drie. 
That  on  th«  day  for  foche  affray  I  dye; 
Vol.  I. 


And  of  al  this  right  naught  iwys  yc  retche; 

Ne  nevirmore  myne  cyin  two  ben  dryc ; 

And  to  your  routhe  and  to  your  trouthe  I  crye^ 

But  wel  away  1  to  ferrc  ben  they  to  fetche  : 

Thus  holdith  me  my  D»:ftiny  a  wretche ; 

But  me  to  rede  out  of  this  drede  or  gye 

Ne  may  my  wit  (fo  wcke  is  it)  not  ftretchc. 

Than  eade  I  thus,  fithe  I  may  do  no  more, 
I  yeve  k  up  for  nowe  and  cvirmore, 
For  I  (hall  nevir  cfte  putten  in  balance 
My  iiklrncfs,  ne  leme  of  love  the  lore, 
But  as  the  fwan,  I  have  herde  fay  ful  yore, 
Ayenft  his  deth  wol  fmgin  his  penance. 
So  finge  I  here  (he  deflinie  and  chaunce 
Ho\ye  chat  Arcits  ^Jinelida  fo  fore 
Hath  thrillid  with  the  poynt  of  remembraunce* 

Whan  that  Annelida,  this  woful  Quenc, 
Hath  of  her  hande  y  writtin  in  this  wile, 
Wil^  face  all  dede,  ietwixin  pale  and  grenc, 
She  fel  a  fwoune,  and  (ithe  fhe  gan  to  rife. 
And  unto  Mars  avowith  facrlBfe 
Within  the  temple,  with  a  forowfull  chere, 
Thst  (hapia  y^s^  as  yo  may  pUial}'  bcit. 
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THE    COMPLAINT 


OF  THE    BLACKE   KNIGHT. 


The  beany  Comflaint  of  a  knight  fir  that  he  can  not  win  his  Ittd/s  grmctm 


N  Mate,  fvhen  Flora  the  freflie  laftie  quelle 
Tlie  foUc  bath  dadde  in  grene,and  red,  and  whight, 
And  Phoebus  gan  to  ibede  hit  ftremit  (bene 
Amidde  the  Bulie  with  al  the  bemit  brighty 
And  Lucifer  to  chace  awaie  the  ni^t, 
Ayen  the  morowe  our  orizont  hath  Cake 
To  bid  all  lovirt  out  of  flepe  awake. 

And  hertit  hevic  for  to  recomforte 
From  drcrihed  of  hevie  night'iB  forowe. 
Nature  bad  'hem  rife,  and  Hiem  difporte 
Ayen*  the  godelie  and  the  glad  greie  morowei 
And  hope  atfo,  with  SatnS  Ihon  to  borowe. 
Bad  m  defbite  of  daungir  and  diQ>aire 
For  to  takin  the  wholfome  luftic  aire ; 

And  with  a  (igh  1  gan  for  to  abreide 
Out  of  my  flombre*,  and  fodainly  up  fterte, 
Ab  he  (alas)  that  nigh  for  forowe  dcide. 
My  fik^eflc  fate  aye  fo  nie  my  herte. 
But  for  to  findin  foccour  of  my  fmerte. 
Or  at  the  left  fome  rekfe  of  my  painc, 
That  me  fo  fore  yhalte  in  every  veine. 

I  rofe  anonc,  and  thought  I  wouldd  gone 
Into  the  wodde  to  here  the  birdis  fyng 
When  that  the  miftie  vapour  was  agone. 
And  deare  and  faire  ywas  the  morownyng. 
The  dewe  alfo  like  iUvir  in  (hinyng 
Upon  the  levis,  as  any  baume  fwete, 
Till  fine  Titan  with  hifperfaunt  hete 

Had  dryid  up  the  lufUe  licour  newc 
Upon  the  herbisin  the  grend  mede, 
And  that  the  flourcsof  many  divers  hewe 
Upon  ther  ftalkis  gonin  for  to  fprede. 
And  for  to  fplaie  out  ther  levis  in  brcde 
Againe  the  fohne,golde  humid  in  his  fperr, 
That  doun  to  'hem  ycalt  his  bcmis  cl«re. 


And  by  a  rivir  forthe  I  gan  coiUc 
Of  watir  clere  as  birell  or  criftaU, 
Till  at  the  laft  I  founde  a  little  wcie 
Toward  a  parke,  enclofid  with  a  wait. 
In  compacerouade,  and  bf  a  gat^  finall ; 
Whofo  that  would  he  frefie  migktm  gone*  1 
Into  this  parke^ywallid  wkh  gfene  ^ne  : 

And  io  I  went  to  here  tie  birdis  long. 
Which  on  the  bnmichi»  Wth  in  piaia  and  vale 
So  loude  yftng  that  all  the  wodc  yrong 
Like  as  it  (hould  fhivir  in  pecis  (male. 
And  as  methoughtin  that  the  nightingale 
With  fa  great  might  her  voice  began  out  v 
Right  as  her  harte  for  love  would  all  to  breft . 

The  foile  was  plan  andinoth,  and  woodir  £aft. 
All  overfprad  with  tapettes  that  Nature 
Had  made  her  felf,  covirid  eke  aloft 
With  bowts  grene,  the  flouris  for  to  cure. 
That  in  their  beautie  thei  maie  long  endure 
From  all  affauke  ol  Phoebus  fervent  fere, 
Whiche  in  his  fphere  fo  hotte  yibeae  and  clcre* 

The  aire  attempre,  and  the  finothd  wiode 
Of  Zephyms  emong  the  bloibmct  white 
So  wholfome  was  and  nourilhing  by  Idode, 
That  finale  buddis  and  round  blofomis  Ute 
In  maner  gan  of  her  brethe  to  delite. 
To  yeve  us  hope  that  there  fruiS  (hall  ytake 
Ayenift  autumpne  fedy  for  to  (bake. 

I  (awe  the  Daphne  dofid  undir  rinde. 
With  the  grene  lanrir  and  the  whoUbme  pine. 
The  Mirre  alfo,  that  wepith  ever*  of  klnde. 
The  cedris  hie,  as  upright  as  a  line. 
The  filbert  eke,  that  lowe  doith  encliae 
Her  bowis  grene  unto  the  yerth  adooa 
Unto  her  knight  callid  Dcmophooor 
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There  fiiwe  I  growing  eke  the  freflie  hauthome 
In  white  motley,  that  fo  fote  doeth  jfmell, 
Aihe,  firre,  and  oke,  with  many  a  yong  acorn, 
And  many  a  trc  mo  then  I  can  tell. 
And  me  befome  1  (aw  a  little  well. 
That  had  his  coarfe,  as  I  could  wcle  beholde, 
Undir  an  hill,  with  quicke  ftremis  and  colde. 
The  gravtU  gold,  the  watir  pure  as  glafle, 
The  bankis  rounde  the  well  invironing. 
And  foft  as  velvet  was  the  yong3  graflb 
That  thereupon  luftilie  came  fpringyng. 
The  fate  of  trees  aboutin  compaflyng 
Ther  ihadowe  caft,  dofyng  the  wel  arounde. 
And  all  the  herbis  jrrowyng  on  the  grounde. 

The  water  was  lo  wholfome  and  fo  Tertuoof 
Through  might  of  herbis  growyng  it  belide, 
Not  like  to  Uie  welle  where  as  NarcifTus 
Iflain  was  through  the  vengeaunce  of  Cupide, 
Where  fo  wondir  covertly  he  did  hide 
The  grain  of  deth  upon  eche  fatal  brinke 
That  deth  mote  folowe  who  that  ever  drinke ; 

Ne  like  onto  the  pitte  of  the  Pcgace 
Undir  Pamaifas,  where  poctis  flept. 
Nor  like  to  the  welle  of  pure  chaftitd 
Which  that  Diana  with  her  nymphis  kept. 
When  Ihe  nakid  into  the  watir  lepte, 
Tiiat  flowe  AStxon  with  her  handis  fell, 
Onily  for  he  came  fo  nigh  the  well : 

But  this  welle  which  that  I  now  here  reherfe 
So  wholfome  was  that  it  wouldin  afwage 
Wightes  bollin  hertis,  and  the  venim  perce 
Of  Pendfehed,  withall  the  cruill  rage, 
And  ovir  more  refrelhin  the  vifage 
Of  them  that  were  in  any  wcrineife 
Of  grete  labour,  or  fallin  in  diftreffe. 

And  I  that  had  through  daungir  and  difdain 
So  drie  a  thurft,  thought  that  I  would  aflaie 
To  taHin  a  draught  of  thii  welle  or  twain. 
My  bittir  langour  if  it  might  alaie, 
And  on  the  banke  anone  me  doune  I  laie, 
And  with  mine  hed  unto  the  welle  1  raught, 
And  of  the  watir  dranke  I  a  gode  draught. 
Whereof  me  thought  I  was  refreihid  wele 
Of  the  brennyng  that  fate  fo  nigh  my  herte, 
That  verily  anone  I  gan  to  fele 
An  hugd  parte  relelid  of  my  fmerte, 
And  therewithall  anone  op  I  afterte. 
And  thought  that  I  would  walkin  and  fe  more 
Forthe  in  the  parke  and  in  the  holtis  bore. 
And  thorough  a  launde  as  I  yede  apace, 
And  gan  aboutin  faft  for  to  beholde, 
I  (otmde  anone  a  delegable  place 
That  was  befct  with  treis  young  and  olde, 
Whofe  namis  here  for  me  flial  not  be  tolde, 
Amidde  of  whiche  there  ftode  an  herbir  grene 
lliat  benchid  was  with  coloures  new  and  dene. 

This  herbir  was  all  full  of  flouris  gende. 
Into  the  whiche  as  I  beholde  began. 
Betwixt  an  hulfete  and  a  wod^  bende. 
As  I  was  ware,  I  fawe  where  laie  a  man 
In  blacke,  and  of  white  colour  pale  and  wan. 
And  wondir  dedly  alfo  of  his  hewe, 
Of  hurtis  grene  and  frcfhi  woundis^newe, 


And  ovirmore  diftraintd  with  ficknefle 
Bdide  all  this  he  was  full  grevouflie. 
For  upon  hym  he  had  an  bote  accefle 
That  daie  by  daie  hym  (hoke  ful  pitouilie. 
So  that  for  conftraint  of  his  maladte 
And  hertely  wo,  thus  lying  all  alone. 
It  was  a  deth  for  one  to  here  hym  grone. 

Whereof  aftoined,  my  fote  I  gan  withdrawe, 
Full  gretly  wondiring  what  it  might  be 
That  he  fo  laye  and  haddin  no  felawe, 
Ne  that  I  coude  no  wight  with  him  yfe, 
Wherof  1  had  grete  routhe  and  eke  pite. 
And  gan  anone,  fo  foftely  as  I  coude, 
Amonge  the  bufhis  prively  me  to  (hroude. 

If  t£it  I  myght  in  any  wife  efpie 
What  was  the  caufe  of  this  his  dedly  wo, 
Or  why  that  he  fo  petoufly  gan  crie 
On  his  fortune,  and  on  his  ure  alfo  ; 
With  all  my  myght  I  layid  an  ere  to 
Every  worde,  to  marke  wel  what  he  faide 
Out  of  his  fwough  anon  as  he  abraide. 
But  firft,  if  I  fhulde  makin  mendon 
Of  his  perfone,  and  plainly  him  difcrive. 
He  was  in  fothe,  without  excepcion. 
To  fpeke  of  raanhode  one  of  the  beft  on  live, 
There  may  no  n\an  aycn  the  trouth  yftrive. 
For  of  his  time  and  of  his  age  alfo 
He  provid  was  there  men  muld  have  ado. 

One  of  the  bed  therto  of  brede  and  length. 
So  wel  ymade  by  gode  proporcion, 
If  he  had  be  in  his  delivir  (Irength, 
But  thought  and  lickneffe  were  occafyon 
That  he  thus  lay  in  lamentacyon 
GroufTe  on  the  grounde,  in  place  fo  defolate. 
Sole  by  him  felf>  awhapid  and  amate. 
And  for  me  femith  that  it  is  fitting 
His  wordis  al  to  put  in  remembraunce. 
To  me  that  hcrdin  all  his  complainiog. 
And  al  the  grounde  of  this  his  woful  chaunce, 
If  there  withall  I  maye  you  do  plefaunce, 
I  wol  to  you  fo  as  I  can  anone, 
Lyke  as  he  (aide,  rcherce  everichone. 

But  who  ihal  helpin  me  nowe  to  complained 
Or  who  (hal  nowe  my  HiU  gie  or  lede  ? 
O  Niobe  '.  let  nowe  thy  teris  rayne 
Into  my  penne,  and  helpe  me  eke  in  nede 
Thou  woful  Myre !  that  felift  mine  hcrte  blede 
Of  pitous  forowe,  and  myne  hande  eke  quake. 
What  that  I  writin  for  this  mann*is  fake} 

For  unto  wo  accordith  complaining. 
And  doleful  chere  unto  hevineife. 
To  forowe  alfo  fighing  and  weping. 
And  pitous  mourning  unto  drerineife ; 
And  whofo  that  Ihall  writin  of  difbefle 
In  party  nedith  to  knowe  felingly 
The  caufe  and  rote  of  al  foche  malady. 

But  I,  alas !  that  am  of  witte  but  dul» 
And  that  have  no  knowing  of  foche  matere, 
For  to  difcrive  and  writin  at  the  ful 
The  woful  Complaxnte  which  that  ye  ihal  here, 
But  even  like  as  doth  a  ikrivinere. 
That  can  no  more  tell  what  that  he  ihal  write 
But  as  his  maiftir  befide  dothe  endite ; 
Kkij 
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Ryght  fo  fare  I,  that  of  no  fentcmcnt 
Can  fayin  right  naught  in  concluOoun, 
But  M  I  herde  whan  that  1  Vas  prefent 
This  man  complinin  with  a  pitott'>fo«m« 
For  even  like  without  addicipun 
Or  difencrefe  eythlr  of  more  or  Icffe 
For  to  reherfe  anone  I  wol  mc  drefle. 

4aJ  if  that  aqy  nowe  he  in  thi»  place 
That  fclith  in  love  breninge  or  fcrvence. 
Or  hindirid  wefe  to  hi^  ladk*^  grace 
With  falf^  tongis,  that  with  p^Ailenoe 
Sle  tre>^'^  men,  that  qevir  did  oflf^  ce 
In  worde  nor  dede,  ne  yet  in  thcr  entent. 
If  any  foche  there  be  here  nowe  prefent. 
Let  him  of  routhe  lay  hin^  to  auJicnce 
With  doleful  cbere  and  ibbre  countinaunce. 
To  hcrin  t^is  man  by  ful  hye  fentence 
0  Hys  mortal  wo  and  hit  dire  perturbaunce 
Complaining,  and  nowe  lying  in  a  traunce 
With  lokis  upcail  and  with  rufiil  chere, 
Th*  eifede  of  which  was  as  ye  now  ihal  here. 

The  thought  opprcfled  with  inward  fighis  (ore. 
The  painful  lyfe,  the  body  languilhing. 
The  woful  goft,  the  bcrt^  rent  and  tore, 
The  pjtous  chere,  all  pale  in  complaining 
The  dcdly  face,  like  a(hia  in  (hining, 
The  falte  trri*  that  fron^  min  cyin  fall. 
Parcel  declare  grounde  of  my  painis  al. 

Wbofe  hert<;  is  grounde  to  blcde  in  hevineiTe 
The  thought  rcccite  of  wo  and  of  complainte, 
Tlie  brcft  is  chcft  of  dole  and  drcrineflc, 
The  body  eke  fo  feble  and  fo  faint  e, 
With  hote  and  colde  mine  axis  is  fo  roainte. 
That  Qowe  I  chivur  for  defaute  of  hete, 
And  hote  as  glcdc  nowe  fodainly  I  fwete ; 

Nowe  hote  a«  fire,  nowe  cold  as  aOiis  ded, 
Kow  hote  fpr  colde,  now  cold  for  hete  agiiin, 
Kow  cold  as  yTe,  and  now  as  colis  red 
^or  hete  I  brcnne ;  and  thus  bctwixin  twaiae 
I  poflid  am  and  al  forcafte  in  paine, 
^o  that  my  hete  ful  plainly  a«  I  fele 
Of  grcvous  colde  is  caufe  every  dele. 

T^it  the  colde  of  inward  hie  difdainc. 
Cold  of  difpitc,  and  colde  of  cruil  hate, 
'I'his  is  the  colde  that  doth  hisbcfy  payne 
Ayenid  trourhe  to  fight  and  to  debate, 
Tliit  is  the  colde  that  doth  the  fyre  abat^ 
Of  trewe  mening,  alas  the^arde  while  I 
'I'his  is  t^»c  colde  that  wol  mc  begilc  : 

For  er  the  bcttir  that  in  trouth  I  mente 
With  al  my  myght  her  fatiifuUy  to  fcrve. 
With  hert  and  su  to  be  right  diligent. 
The  lefl^  thankc,  alas'  I  can  defcrve  ; 
Thus  for  my  trouthe  paungir  doth  mc  ftcrve, 
For  one  that  fhuld  my  dcth  of  mercy  let 
Hath  made  Dcfpite  anew  his  fwcrdc  to  whet 

Againft  rae^  and  hit  arowis  to  fylc. 
To  take  vcneeauuce  of  wlful  cruilte. 
And  tonpis  falfe  thorough  thcr  flightly  wylc 
Han  gom:  a  werre,  that  wil  not  flintid  be. 
And  falfc  Envie,  with  Wrathc  an^l  Envyte, 
Have  con/^pirid  againft  al  right  and  lawe 
OUher  malyce  th»t  Trvuth  ihal  be  yilawe. 


And  Mal^bouche  gaxi  firft  the  tali  t^. 
To  fdaundir  Trouth  of  indignacion, 
^nd  Fallt  Reporte  fo  laud  yrange  the  bel 
That  Mifbyltfe  and  Falfe  Sufpdion 
Have  Trouthe  ybrought'  to  his  dampnacion, 
80  that,  alas !  wrongfully  he  dyith, 
And  FalfcncfTe  ncwe  his  place  occupyithy 

And  entii  id  is  into  Trouth*is  londe. 
And  hath  thereof  the  ful  pofleflion. 
O  rightful  God  !  that  Erfl  the  trouth^  fonde« 
Howe  maie  thou  fuifrc  foche  oppreffyon. 
That  Falfhied  fhuldchave  jorifdi^ion 
In  Trotb'is  right  to  fle  him  giltiles ! , 
In  his  fraunchife  he  may  not  live  in  pecs. 
Falfly  acc^fcd,  an  d  of , his  fone  forj  ugcd, 
Withoutin  anfwcre,  while  he  was  abfent. 
He  damnid  was,  and  maie  not  be  czcufcd. 
For  Cruilteyfate  in  judgement 
Of  Haftineffe  withont  advilcmcnt, 
And  badde  Difdaine  do  execute  aaone 
His  judgement  in  prcfcncc  of  his  fone. 

Attorney  there  maye  none  admittid  ben 
To  excufe  Trouthe,  ne  a  worde  to  fpcke ; 
To  faith  or  othc  the  judge  ne  lifte  not  fene  5 
There  ne  is  no  gaine  but  he  will  be  wreke. 
O  Lorde  of  Trouthe !  to  the  I  cal  and  clepe, 
Howe  may  thou  fcin  thus  in  thy  prcfcncc 
Withoutin  mercy  murdrid  Innocence ! 

Nowe  God,  that  art  of  trouthe  fovcraine. 
And  fcift  how  I  lie  for  trouthe  boande. 
So  fore  yknitte  in  Iov*is  fyrie  chaine,       (woiutde. 
Even  at  the  deth,  through  gyrtc  with  many'  a 
That  lykily  are  nevir  for  to  loundc. 
And  for  my  trouthe  am  dampnid  to  the  detb. 
And  not  abyde,  but  diawe  along  the brcth, 

Confidre'  and  fc  in  thine  eternal  light 
Howe  that  min  herte  profcflid  whilom  wa« 
For  to  be  trcwc  with  al  my  ful  myght 
Onily  to  one,  the  whiche  nowe,  alas  f 
"of  voluntc  without  any  trefpas 
Myne  accufours  hath  t&kin  unto  grace. 
And  cherifbith  'hem  my  dcth  to  pirrchace. 

What  menith  thU  ?  what  is  this  wondir  ust 
Of  purvciaunce,  yf  fo  I  (hal  it  cal. 
Of  rod  of  Love,  that  falfc  *hcm  fo  affure. 
And  trewe,  al^s !  downe  of  the  whcle  ben  tall 
And  yet  in  fothe  this  is  the  worft  of  al, 
Thatfalfhed  wrongfully*  of  troth  hath  name. 
And  trouth  aycnward  of  fal(hed  the  bbme. 
This  blind)  chcunce.this  ftormy  avinture. 
In  love  hath  moftdy  his  experience^ 
For  who  that  doth  whh  trouthe  moft  hii  ciire 
Shal  for  his  racde  yfindin  mofte  offence 
That  fcrvith  Love  with  al  his  diligence. 
For  who  can  fain  in  undir  lowly  hcde 
Ne  failith  not  ta  findin  grace  and  fpcde  : 
For  1  lovid  one  ful  longc  fythe  agooe 
With  all  mire  hcrte,  and  body,  and  ful  might. 
And  to  be  dcd  my  hcrte  can  not  gone 
From  his  bchefte,  but  hold  that  he  hath  hyght ; 
Though  I  be  banifhid  out  of  her  fyght, 
And  by  her  mouth  dampnid  tliat  1  fhall  dcy. 
To  my  bchcflc  yet  I  will  cr  obey  : 
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For  erir  fithlns  that  the  worlde  begatt. 
Who  fo  lyfte  lokin  and  in  ftury  rede. 
He  (hal  aye  6ndin  that  the  trew^  man 
Was  pat  abacke  there  where  at  the  faUhede 
Yfurthered  was;  for  Love  takith  none  bcdc 
To  He  the  trew,  and  hath  of  'hem  no  charge. 
Where  as  the  falfc  gothe  frcly  at  thcr  large, 

I  take  recorde  of  true  Palamedes, 
The  giltlcfs  man,  the  noble  worthy  knight. 
That  cvir  lovid  and  had  no  relcs, 
Kotwithflanding  his  manhode  and  his  might. 
Yet  Love  unto  him  dyd  ful  gret  unright, 
For  aye  the  bet  he  dyd  in  chivah-ye 
The  more  he  ftill  was  hindrid  by  envye ; 

And  aye  the  bett  he  did  in  every  phcc. 
Thorough  his  knighthode  and  his  bufy  paine, 
The  fcrdir  was  he  from  his  ladyeN  grace. 
For  to  her  mercy  might  he  ner  attaine. 
And  to  his  dcth  he  coude  it  not  refraine 
For  no  daungcre,  but  aye  obey  and  fcrve 
As  he  belle  coude,  plainly  tyl  that  he  derve. 

What  was  the  fyne  alfo  of  Hercules 
For  al  his  conqneil  and  his  worthinclTe, 
That  was  of  manly  ftrcngth  alone  perelcs  ? 
Fot  lyke  as  bokis  of  him  iifte  exprcflc 
He  fet  pillers  thorough  his  hye  proweiTe 
Away  at  Gades,  for  to  fygnifie 
That  no  man  might  him  pafle  in  chivalrye ; 

The  whichc  pUliris  fcrrc  bcyonde  Indc 
Be  fet  of  goldc  for  a  rememberaunce. 
And  for  al  that  vet  was  he  fet  bchinde 
With  'hem  that  love  lyfte  febly  to  avaunce ; 
For  him,  abs !  fet  laft  upon  a  daunce 
Againift  whom  there  hclpc  may  no  ftrifc. 
And  fo  for  al  his  trouth  he  lofte  his  life. 

Phoebus  alfo,  for  al  his  plefaunt  lyght. 
Whan  that  he  wonid  here  in  ycrthc  belowc> 
Unto  the  vcrry  herte  with  Venus  fight 
Ywoundid  was  thorough  ^upidis  bo  we. 
And  yet  his  lady  lyft  him  not  to  knowr  : 
Though  for  the  love  of  her  his  hcrte  dy'd  blede 
She  let  him  go,  and  toke  of  him  no  hcde* 

A^Tiat  (hal  I  fayin  of  yonge  Pyramus, 
Of  trcwe  Triftram,  for  al  hjs  Lye  renowne. 
Of  Achilles  or  ot  AntoniuA, 
Of  Arcyt^,  or  of  him  Pelomowne  ? 
What  was  the  cndc  of  thcr  palliownc 
But  aftir  forowe  dcth  and  than  thcr  grave  ? 
Lo,  here  the  guerdon  that  thcfc  lovirs  have! 

But  falfd  Jafon  with  his  doublcncffe. 
That  was  uctruc  at  Colchos  to  Mcdce, 
And  Thefcus,rote  of  unkindcncflc. 
And  with  thcfe  two  alfo  the  faUc  £nee, 
Lo !  thus  the  falfe  cvir  in  one  dcgre 
Haddin  in  luve  thcr  lull  and  al  thcr  wil. 
Ami  favc  falthode  there  was  none  othir  ikiL 

Of  Thcbis  ciiy  eke  the  falfc  Arcite, 
And  fallir  Pcniophon  ckc  for  his  Ruuthe, 
They  had  thcr  lull  and  al  that  myght  delitc 
For  al  ther  fallhodc  and  iher  grct  imtrouthc; 
Thus  cvir  Love,  alas  !  and  thut  is  routhe. 
His  falfc  licgisforthirithwhat  he  may, 
AlA  £ctth  tl'j  trcwc  ungudcly  day  by  day  : 


For  trewc  Adonis  was  flayne  with  the  bore 
Amidde  the  foreft  in  the  grcn3  (hade. 
For  Venus  love  he  feliin  al  the  fore, 
But  Vulcanus  with  her  no  mercy  made. 
The  foul^  chorle  had  many  nightis  glade, 
Where  Mars  Armipotent,  her  kni|^ht  and  nuii» 
To  fyndin  mercy  comfortc  none  he  caiu 

Alfo  the  yongi-  frefbe  Hippomenes, 
So  luftly  fre  he  was  of  his  corage 
That  for  to  fcrve  with  ai  his  hert  he  ches 
Atalanta,  fo  faire  of  her  vifage. 
But  Love,  alas!  quite  him  tb  ill  his  wage. 
With  cruU  daungir  plainly  at  the  lafte.^ 
That  with  the  dethe  ffuerdonlefle  he  pafte. 

Lo  here,  alas !  the  nne  of  Love*s  fervice ! 
Lo  howe  that  Love  can  his  fervauntis  quite  1 
Low  how  he  can  his  faithful  men  difpife. 
To  fle  the  trcwe  men  and  falfc  to  reipite  ! 
Lo  howe  he  dothe  the  fwerde  of  forowe  byte 
In  hert*i8  foche  as  mofte  his  lufte  obey. 
To  fave  the  falfe  and  do  the  trcwe  to  dey ! 

For  faith,  nor  othe  nor  worde,  ne  afluraunce* 
Trewc  mening,  nor  awaite,  nor  bufyneffe, 
Neithir  ftil  porte  ne  faithful  attendance, 
Manhode,  ne  might  in  armis,  WorthinclTe, 
Nor  purfute  of  worihip  nor  hie  prowefle. 
Nor  in  ftraungc  landis  riding  ne  travaile,  j 
Ful  lytil  or  nought  in  love  dothe  availe. 

Peril  of  dethe  neithir  in  fe  ne  lande, 
HuBgir  ne  thurft,  forowe  ne  fyk^neife, 
Ne  gret  cmprilis  for  to  take  on  hande, 
Sheding  of  blode,  ne  manful  hardindfe, 
Ne  ofte  wounding  at  fautis  by  diftreife. 
Nor  in  parting  of  life,  nor  deth  alfo, 
Al  is  for  nou^t ;  Love  taketh  no  hed^  therto* 

But  lefmgoures  with  ther  bafe  flattirie. 
Through  ther  falfliede,  and  with  ther  doubleneflb^ 
With  talis  newe,and  many  fainid  lie. 
By  falfc  femblaunt  and  counterfeit  humble0*c, 
Undir  colour  dcpainte  with  ftedfaftnefle. 
With  fraude  covered  under  a  pitous  face, 
Acceptid  be  nowe  rathift  unto  grace, 

And  can  themfelvin  nowe  bcft  nhigni£e 
With  fainid  porte  and  ther  ptefumpcion; 
They  hauncin  ther  caufe  with  falfe  furquidriCy 
Undir  mcnyng  of  double  entencion, 
To  thinkin  one  in  ther  opinion, 
And  faye*  anothir  to  fet  them  felf  alofte. 
And  hindir  trouthe,  as  it  is  fene  ful  ofte. 

The  whichc  thinge  I  bye  nowe  al  to  dere^ 
Thankid  be  Venus  and  the  god  Qupide^l 
As  it  is  fene  by  mine  opprellid  chere. 
And  by  his  aiowes  that  ftycken  in  my  fide. 
That  fave  my  deth  I  nothinge  elles  abide 
Fro  day  to  da.y,  alas  the  hardi^  while  ! 
Whcncvir  his  dartc  that  hym  lyft  to  file,. 

My  woful  hcri^  for  to  rive  atwo. 
For  faute  of  mercy  and  lack  of  pite 
Ot  her  that  caufith  al  my  paine  and  wo. 
And  lyilc  not  onis  of  grace  for  to  fc 
Unto  my  trothe  thorough  her  crueltc  ; 
And  nioft  of  al  far  this  I  me  complaine. 
That  (he  hath  joy  to  laughin  at  my  paine. 
K  k  iij 
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And  wlifully  ihe  Katk  my  deth  yTwonie 
Al  giltilcife,  and  wote  no  caufe  why. 
Save  for  the  trouth^  that  I  had  aforne 
To  her  alone  to  fcrvin  faithfully. 

0  god  of  Love !  all  unto  the  I  crye, 
And  to  thy  blynde  and  double  dcite 

Of  this  my  gret  wronge  I  complaint  mc» 

And  to  thy  ftormy  wilful  variance, 
Iment  with  channge  and  gret  un{bU>]enefl*e, 
Now  up  now  doune,  (b  renning  it  thy  chaoncci 
That  the  to  tn|£>  may  be  no  flktrnefTe, 

1  wite  it  nothinge  but  thy  doublenefle ; 
And  who  that  it  an  archir  ai^d  is  blende 
Markith  nothipge,  but  ibotith  ay  by  wen<^; 

And  for  that  he  hath  no  difcrecion 
Without  advife  he  1^  hit  arowe  go ; 
For  lac):e  of  fight  and  i^fo  of  refon, 
In  his  Ihoting  it  happith  oftin  fo 
To  hurte  his  frendiA  rathir  than  his  fo  : 
So  do^th  this  blind  god  with  his  iharpe  flpn^, 
The  trew  he  fleeth  and  lettith  the  falfe  gone. 

And  of  his  wounding  t|us  is  worft  of  al, 
What)  he  hurt  doith  to  fo  cruil  wrctche. 
And  makith  the  fycke  for  to  crie  and  c^ 
Unto  his  very  foe  to  be  his  leche ; 
And  harde  it  is,  fothe,  for  a  man  to  feche. 
Upon  the  point  of  deth  in  jeoperdye. 
Unto  his  foe  to  findin  remedie. 

Right  thus  farith  it  nowe  evin  by  me. 
That  to  my  foe  that  gave  my  hcrte  a  wounde 
Mote  aikin  grace^  and  merqr,  and  pite. 
And  namily  there  where  none  may  be  founde. 
For  nowe  my  fore  my  lech^  wil  confounde. 
And  god  of  Kinde  fo  ill  hath  fet  mine  ure 
My  lyv*i8  foe  to  have  my  wounde  in  cure. 

Al^  the  whil^  nowe  that  I  was  borne. 
Or  that  I  evir  fawe  the  bright^  fonne ! 
Fot  nowe  I  fe  plaine  that  ful  longe  aforne 
Or  I  was  borne  my  deftiny  was  fponne 
By  the  Siileme,  to  fie  me  yf  they  conne. 
For  they  my  dcth  had  fliopin  or  my  (hcrte, 
Onely  for  trouth  I  may  it  not  afterte. 

The  mighty  goddeffe  alfo  of  Nature, 
That  vndir  God  hath  the  whole  govirnaupce 
Of  worldely  thinges  committid  to  her  cure, 
Bifpoiid  have  through  her  wife  purveiaunce 
To  give  my  lady  fo  itioche  fuffi&unce 
Of  al  vertues,  and  therwithal  purvyde 
To  murdre  Trouth  hath  take  Daungir  to  gide : 

For  bounte,  beaute,  Ihape,  and  femelihede, 
For  prudence,  wit,  and  paflingly  faircneflV, 
For  benigne  porte,  glad  cherc,  with  lowlyhede, 
Of  womanhede  right  plenteous  Iargenc0e, 
Dame  Nature  dyd  in  her  fully  cmprcffe 
Whan  (he  her  yrrought,  and  althir  laft  Difdaipe 
To  hindir  Trouthe  me  made  her  chambirlain^ ; 

Whan  Miftruft  eke  and  Falfe  Sufpeccion, 
With  Mifbeleve,  (he  madin  for  to  be 
Chefe  of  counfaile,  to  this  conclufion. 
For  to  exilin  Trouthe  and  eke  Pite, 
Out  of  her  courte  to  makin  Mercy  flc, 
So  that  Difpite  now  holdith  forthe  her  rcine 
Through  hiily  bilevc  of  tales  that  men  feinc: 


And  thus  I*  am,  only  for  my  trouth,  alas! 
Murdrid  and  flayn  wtUi  wordis  (harp  ind  kene, 
Although  gyltlefle  God  wote  of  al  tirfpas, 
And  lye  and  blede  upon  this  coldd  grene. 
Nowe  inercy,  fwete !  mercy,  my  Ifr'is  queue ! 
And  to  your  grace  of  mercyc  yet  1  preye 
In  your  fervice  that  your  true  man  may  deyc. 

But  if  fo  be  that  I  (hal  die  algatc. 
And  that  I  (hal  none  other  mercy  have. 
Yet  of  my  deth  let  this  yben  the  date, 
Thst  by  your  wil  I  wu  brought  to  my  gravr, 
Or  halUly,  if  that  you  lyfte  me  fave. 
My  iharpe  woundlis,  that  akin  fo  and  Uede, 
Of  mercy  charme  and  alfo'  of  womanhede : 

For  othir  charme  plainly  ne  is  there  none 
But  onely  mercy  to  helpe  in  this  cafe, 
For  though  my  woundis  blede  evir  in  ooe 
My  lyfe,  my  deth,  y(bmdith  in  your  sjace; 
And  diough  my  gilte  ybe  nothinge,  ws ! 
I  aike  mercy  in  slU  my  beft  entente, 
Redy  to  dyin  if  that  ye  alTente : 

For  there  againill  (hal  I  nevir  ftrive 
In  worde  ne  werkd,  plainly  I  ne  may. 
For  levir  I  have  then  to  be  alyve 
To  dye  fothly,  and  it  be  to  her  paye, 
Ye,  though  it  (huld^  be  this  fjuni  day. 
Or  whan  that  evir  her  lyfte  to  dcvife; 
Suffiiith  me  to  die  in  your  fcrvife.  [wight 

Thou, God!  that  knoweft  the  thought  dftcrj 
Right  as  it  is,  in  every  thing  maifi  fe, 
Yet  er  I  dyd  with  al  my  ful  myght 
'lA>wly  I  pray  to  gr^untin  unto  me 
That  ye,  lady  godely,  faire,  h-efhc,  and  frc ! 
Which  onely  fle  me  for  defkutc  of  routhe, 
Or  that  I  dyip  ye  may  knowe  my  trouthe : 

For  that  in  (othe  inow  fnffifith  me 
And  (he  it  knowe  in  every  circumftaunce, 
And  aftir  I  am  wel  apaide  that  (he. 
If  that  her  lyft  of  detS  to  do  vengeaunce. 
Unto  me  that  am  undir  her  lygeaunce; 
It  fit  me  not  her  dome  to  difobeye. 
But  at  her  lufte  fulle  wilfully  to  deye. 

Withoutiq  mtckinge  or  rebellion 
In  wil  or  worois  wholy  I  aflent^. 
Or  any  manir  contradlAion, 
Fully  to  be  at  her  conunaund^ment ; 
And  if  I  dyin,  in  my  te(Ument 
My  herte  I  fende  and  my  fpirite  alfo. 
What  fo  evir  (he  lyfte  with  'hem  to  do. 

And  aldir  laft  unto  her  womanhede 
And  to  her  mercy  me  I  recommaunde, 
That  lye  nowe  here  betwizin  hope  and  dredc, 
Abidinge  plainly  what  (he  lift  commaunde. 
For  uttirly  this  ne  is  no  demaunde ; 
Welcome  to  me  whilis  me  lafUth  breth, 
Ryght  at  her  choife,  vrhere  it  be  lyfe  or  deth. 

And  in  this  matir  more  what  might  I  (aifiCf 
Sithe  in  her  hand  and  in  her  wil  is  al, 
Bothe  lyfe  and  deth.  my  joye  and  al  my  pcipe? 
And,  finally,  my  hefte  holdin  I  (hall 
Tyl  my  fpirite  by  deftinye  fatal. 
Whan  that  her  lyftith  fro  my  body  wende, 
Have  here  my  trouth;  and  thus  I  make  an  cndt* 
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And  with  that  worde  he  gan  to  fighe  as  fore, 
I«ike  as  his  hert  yriTin  would  atwatne. 
And  bclde  his  jtcce,  and  fpake  oo  word£  more ; 
But  finr  to  Cs  his  wo  and  mortal  patne 
Tlie  tens  gooin  firo  mine  ejin  raine 
Fal  piteoufl/,  for  very  inwmrde  rothe 
That  I  him  Umi  fo  long  wiihyngfor  troth. 

Aodal  this  while  my  feUe  I  kept^  dofe 
Amonge  the  bowis,  and  my  felfe  gonne  hide, 
Tyl  at  the  laft  the  wofnl  man  arofe. 
And  t*  a  lodge  y  went  there  clofe  befide, 
Where  al  the  May  his  cuilome  was  t'abyde. 
Sole  to  complainin  of  his  nainis  kene 
Fnmi  yere  to  yere  undir  the  bowis  greoe. 

And  for  bycaufe  that  it  drewe  to  the  ni^it. 
And  that  the  fonnd  his  arfce  dinmal 
Ypaffid  was,  fo  that  his  perCumt  lyght. 
His  bright^  bemis  and  his  ftremis  aU 
Were  in  the  ^f«vis«of  the  watir  fal 
Undir  the  bordure  of  oor  ocean. 
His  chare  of  golde  his  courfe  fo  fwiftly  ran ; 

And  while  the  twilight  and  the  rowis  rede 
Of  Phoebus  light  were  deaurat  alite 
A  penne  I  toke,  and  gan  me  fiift  to  ffNede 
Tbie  woful  plaitttis  of  this  man  to  write 
AU  worde  by  worde  right  as  he  did  endite ; 
JLik«  ••  I  henle  and  co^e  him  tho  reporu 
1  have  here  iet,  yoor  hertis  to  difporte. 

If  ought  be  mifle  laye  all  the  wite  on  me, 
For  I  am  worthy  for  to  here  the  bbme; 
If  any  thinge  amyfle  reportid  be 
To  make  this  ditte  for  to  iem^  lame. 
Through  myne  unconning  for  to  (ain  the  fame 
Like  as  this  man  bis  Complaint  dyd  ezpreffe, 
I  aike  yov  jnercy  and  Ibrgi-vteefle, 

And  as  I  wrote  me  thought  I  iawe  aferre, 
Aferre  in  the  weft,  Inftily  appere 
Efpems,  the  fo  bright  and  godely  Aerre, 
So  gU(k,fo  fMre,  fo  perfaunte,  eke  of  chere, 
I  men^  Vcdvs,  with  her  bemis  dere. 
That  heij  hartis  only  to  relere 
Is  woote  pi  cuftome  for  to  fliewe  at  eve; 

And  I  as  (aft  fel  adowne  on  my  kne. 
And.  erin  thas  to  her  gan  I  to  prey ; 
O  lady  Venus,  fo  feire  on  to  fel 
Let  HOC.  this  fothfaft  man  for  his  tnmthe  deye. 
For  that  joy  which  thou  haddift  whan  thouleye 
With  lAkn  thy  knight  when  Vukanus  yfonde. 
And  writh  a  duune  uuTifible  you  bonde 

Togidir  both^  tway,  in  the  fame  wbyle 
That  al  the  courte  above  celeftial 
At  your  ihamd  began  to  laogfae  and  Imyle : 
Ah  !  £urift  lady  !  willy  foade  at  al, 
Comforte  to  careful  goddis  immortid 
Be  helping  nowe,  and  do  thy  diligence 
T*  let  the  firemis  of  thine  influence 
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Difcendin  downe  in  forthering  of  the  trough. 
Namely  of  *hem  that  lye  in  forowe  bounde ; 
Shew  now  thy  might,  and  on  therwo  have  ronth 
£r  that  falfe  Daungir  fle  'hem  and  confounde  ; 
And  fpecial  let  thy  might  in  this  be  founde 
For  to  help  and  focour  what  that  thou  may 
The  trewe  man  that  in  the  herbir  lay. 

And  al  that  trewe  are  foDthir  for4iu  fake, 

0  gladd  fterre !  o  lady  Venus  myne ! 
And  caufe  his  lady  him  to  grace  to  take; 
Her  hert  of  ftele  to  mercy  fo  encline, 
£r  that  thy  bemis  go  up  to  declyne. 
And  cr  that  thou  nowe  go  fro  us  adowne. 
For  that  lofc  which  thou  haddift  to  Adowne. 

And  whan  that  ihe  wos  gone  unto  her  reft 

1  rofo  anone,  and  home  to  bed  ywente. 
For  wery*  I  was,  me  thought  it  for  the  heft, 
Defiring  thus  in  «|  my  beft  entente 

That  al  trewe  men  that  be  with  daungir  fliente 
With  mercy  may,  in  relefe  of  ther  paine, 
Recurid  be  er  Maye  come  efte  againe. 

And  for  that  I  ne  may  no  lengir  wake 
Farewel,  ye  lorirs  al  that  be  trewe. 
Praying  to  God,  and  thus  my  leve  I  take. 
That  er  the  fonne  to  morowe  be  ryfen  newe. 
And  er  he  hayc  ayen  his  rofin  hewe. 
That  eche  of  you  may  haTtn  foche  a  grace 
His  owne  lady  in  armis  to  embrace ; 

I  mene  thus  only,  in  al  honefte, 
^thoutin  more,  ye  may  togidir  fpckc 
What  foye  lyftin  at  gode  liberte. 
That  eche  may  to  othir  ther  herte  ybreke. 
On  Jeloufie  only  to  be  awreke. 
That  hath  fo  long  of  malice  and  envy 
Ywerrid  Tronthe  with  his  tiraany^ 


Priacefle !  plefith  it  your  benignHe 
This  iityl  dyte  for  to  have  in  minde 
Of  your  womanhede,  alfo  for  to  fe 
That  your  trew  man  may  of  you  mercy  find 
And  pite,  eke,  that  longe  hath  be  behtnde ; 
l*et  him  againe  be  provokid  to  grace. 
For  by  my  trouthe  it  is  aninft  alle  kinde 
That  £dfe  Danngere  (hotud  occupye  his  place. 

Go,  Iityl  quaire,  unto  my  liT*is  queue. 
And  to  my  very  hert'is  fov^raine. 
And  be  right  gUd  for  that  (he  (hal  the  (ene; 
Soche  is  thy  gra^ :  but  I,  alas !  in  paine 
And  Ie(t  behmde,  and  n*ot  to  whom  to  plaioe, 
For  mercy,  Ruthe,and  Grace,  and  eke  Pyte, 
Exilid  be,  that  1  may  not  attaine 
Recure  to  finde  of  mine  adverfite. 
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GtADtTH  ye  loTirt  in  the  moroi^|rtaie; 

Lo  Venus  rifTcn  eirtong  yon  rt)wU  rc4c! 

And  flottris  frcfhd  honour  ye  this  daie. 

For  when  the  fpnne  nprift  then  would  thci  fprcdc; 

But  ye  lovir»  tnat  lie  in  tmy  drcde 

Flylth,  lefte  Wickid  tonguit  70U  aljpie  : 

J-.0,  yonde  the  ionnej  the  candle"  of  Jcloufie  ! 

With  tins  blewe  ahd  with  a  woundid  hert 
Taketh  your  leve,  and  with  Sa^n<5l  Ihon  to  borowd 
Apefith  fomwhat  of  your  painis  fmert. 
Time  comith  eft  that  ccffin  (hall  your  forow; 
The  glad  night  it  worthc  an  hevie  morowe. 
SainiS  Valentine,  a  fovle  thUfr  herde  1  (ing 
Upon  thy  daie  or  fonni  gan  up  fpring  : 

Yet  fang  thiifbulc;  I  red^  you  ill  awake, 
And  ye  that  have  not  chofen  in  humble  wife^ 
Without  repentyng,  cticfith  now  your  makcy ' 
Yet  at'the  left  rcnoveleth  your  fenrice. 
And  ye  that  have  AiU  chofen,  as  1  dcvife, 
Confcrmith  it  perpetually  to  dure, 
And  pacientlie  tikith  your  avinture. 

And  for  the  woribip  of  this  high^  fcfte 
Yet  woll  I  in  my  bridd'is  wife  yfyng 
The  fentcnce  of  the  CompU»»>t  at  the  Icftc 
That  wofhll  Mara  made  at  the  departyng 
Fro  frclhc  Venus  in  a  morownyng, 
When  Phoebus  with  his  firic  torchis  rede 
Ran  faked  hath  every  lovir  in  his  dredc. 

Whilome  the  thrc  hcvcnis  lorde  above. 
As  well  by  hcvenliche  revolucion 
As  by  dcfcrtc,  hath  wonne  Venus  his  love, 
And  Ihc  hath  take  him  in  fnbjcccion. 
And  as  a  maiftrcflc  taught  him  his  leflbn, 
Commaundyng  hym  ncvir  in  her  fcrvicc 
He  were  fo  bolde  no  lovir  todifpifc  : 

for  (be  foibade  hym  jeloufic  at  all, 
And  cruiltie,  and  boftc,  and  tirannic  ; 
$he  made  him  at  her  luflc  fo  humble'  and  thrall, 
That  when  (he  denied  to  caft  on  him  her  eye 
He  toke  in  pacience  to  live  or  die  ; 
And  thus  ihe  bridlith  him  in  her  nianere  I 

With  nothing  but  with  fcorniiig  of  her  chcre*        I 


Who  reifniih  nowe  in  bliife  bit  fairc  TemJi, 
That  hath  this  Worthi  knight  in  goviraaoncc  ? 
Who  fingith  nowe  but  Mars,  that  fcrvitb  tUs 
The  fayre  Venus^  the  cattGr  of  pkfaufece} 
He  bint  him  to  perpetud  obeiflattRce, 
And  me  bime  her  to  loviti  him  fartter* 
But  fo  he  that  his  trrfpace  it  dKcever. 

Thus  be  they  ktitte,  and  reignin  as  in  beteQ, 
By  loking  n-ipit,  as  it  fel  on  a  tide, 
That^by  thcr  bochc  affent  was  fct  a  fteven 
That  Marb  ih^U  entrt'  as  faft  as  he  may  f lf<le 
Into  her  neit^  palays  to  abyde. 
Walking  his  courfetil  fhc  had  hym  ytike, 
And  he  prayed  her  to  hafie  her  fdr  his  fake. 

Tl^an  laidt  he  thus ;  Myne  hert'i*  lady  fwetc! 
Ye  knowin  xs  el  my  myfchefc  in  that  pidCC) 
For  fikirly  t>'l  that  I  with  you  mete 
My  lyfe  ftfntc  there  ifl  avinture  and  gtace, 
But  whan  I  fe  the  beaute  of  your  face 
There  is  no  d|"ede  of  deth  may  do  me  fnicrtc, 
For  al  your  lufte  is  eft'  unto  mine  berte. 

She  hath  fo  grete  compafliun  of  her  koigkt, 
That  dwellith  in  folitude  til  (be  come. 
For  It  flode  fo  that  ylkc  time  no  wight 
Counfailid  him^  ne  faid  to  him  welcome. 
That  nigh  hw  wit  for  fordwe  was  oeretomt, 
Wherfore  Ihc  fpedd  her  as  faft  in  her  way 
Almofte  in  one  daye  ashc  did  in  tway. 

The  grct  joyc  that  ywas  bctwixe  'hem  two 
Whan  they  bb  mettc  there  may  no  tong^  td, 
There  is  no  more  but  unto  beddc  they  go^ 
And  thus  in  joye  and  hUSe  I  Ictte  'hem  d^el; 
This  worthy  Mars,  that  is  of  knighthodc  wcl, 
The  flourc  of  fairncffe  happith  in  his  armes. 
And  Venus  kyfTith  Mars  the  god  of  Aimes. 

Sojournid  hath  this  Mans  of  which  I  rede, 
In  chambre*  amydde  the  palais  privily 
A  certaine  time,  til  that  him  fel  a  dre-Jc 
Through  Phorbus,  that  was  comin  haftily 
Within  the  palais  yatis  fturdily 
With  torch  in  honde,  of  which  the  ftrdhis  VlgH 
On  Venus  chambrc  knockidIfl|  ful  lighL 
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The  chamhrc  there  as  layc  thi»  frefhe  quene 
Depalntid  was  with  whiV:  bolls  grete, 
And  by  the  light  (he  knew  that  flioo  fo  (hene 
Thit  Phccbus  came  to  bren  *hcm  with  his  hete; 
This  filly  Venus,  ny  dreint  in  teres  wetc, 
Enbrafith  Mars,  and  faid,  Alas  1  die ! 
The  torch  is  come  that  all  this  worlde  wol  wrie. 

Up  fterte  tho  Mars»  him  liftid  not  to  ilcpe 
Whan  he  Ml  lady  herdln  fo  complaihe, 
But  for  his  nature  was  not  for  to  wepe, 
In  dcde  of  teris  from  his  eyin  twaine 
The  firie  fparclis  fpr^ngin  out  forpaine. 
And  hente  his  hauberke  that  lay  him  befide; 
Ply  wold  he  nought,  ne  might  him  felfin  hide. 

He  throwith  on  his  helme  of  huge  weight, 
And  girt  him  with  his  iwerde,  and  ifl  his  honde 
His  mighty  fpere,  as  he  wa>  ^ont  to  feight, 
He  Ihakith  fo  that  it  almoft  to  wondc; 
Ful  hcvy  was  he  to  walkcn  ovir  londe ; 
He  may  not  holde  with  Venus  company, 
But  baddc  her  flye,  Icftc  Phcebus  her  efpy. 

O  woful  Mars,  alas!  what  maid  thou  fain  ? 
That  in  the  palace  of  thy  didurbaonce 
Arte  leftc  behind  in  pAril  to  be  fUine, 
And  yet  thereto  is  double  thy  penaunc'e. 
For  ihe  that  hath  thine  hert  in  govimauncd 
b  paflid  halfe  ihc  ftrcmis  of  thine  eyen ; 
'rhxt  ydu  n*erc  fwift  wcl  maid  thou  wepe  andcncD. 

Nowe  flyeth  Venus  into  ICiclinius  tour 
With  voidc  corfc,  for  fere  of  Phccbus  light ; 
Alas!  and  there  ne  hath  (he  nofocour, 
F«r  (he  ne  fondc  ne  fey  no  manir  wight, 
And  eke  as  there  (he  had  but  litil  might, 
Wbcrfbre  her  felvin  for  to  hide  and  favc 
Wahin  the  gate  Oie  ^eddc  into  a  cave. 


Darke  was  this  cave,  and  imoking  ts  the  hel, 
Nat  but  two  paas  within  the  yate  it  ftode; 
A  naturcl  day  in  darke  1  let  her  dwel. 
Now  wol  I  fpeke  of  Mars,  furious  and  wodc. 
For  forowc  he  wolde  have  feen  his  hert  blode ; 
Sith  that  he  might  done  her  no  companie 
He  ne  rought  not  a  mite  for  to  die. 

So  feble'  he  wext  for  hete  and  for  his  wo 
That  nigh  he  fwclt ;  he  might  nimetfa  eodortf; 
He  paffith  but  a  ilerre  in  dayis  two ; 
But  nertheles  for  al  his  heyy  armure 
He  foloweth  her  that  is  his  liv*is  cure. 
For  whofe  departing  he  toke  gretir  yre 
Than  he  did  for  his  brenning  in  the  fire. 

Aftir  he  walkith  foftily  a  paas, 
Oomplatning  that  it  pite  wis  to  here ; 
He  fiddc;  O  hciy  bright,  Vetiirt!  ilat 
That  cr  fo  wide  a  compas  is  my  fphere ! 
Alas,  whan  ihal  I  mete  you,  hert^  dere ! 
This  twelve  dayis  of  April  I  endure 
Through  jelous  Phabus  this  mifa^inture. 

Now  God  helpe  fely  Venos  all  alone ! 
But  as  God  wolde  it  happid  for  to  be 
That  whiifc  that  wepitig  Venns  made  h^  moas' 
Ciclinius  riding  in  his  cnyvannche 
Fro  Venus,  Valanus  might  this  paiais  ft, 
And  Venus  he  falvith  ahd  m^kith  chete. 
And  her  recevith  ak  )iil  Ifrende  fnl  dere. 

Kfars  dwetli^h  forth  in  bti  adverfitie, 
Complaining  cvir  in  htr  depaitiilg. 
And  what  his  cdmplaiAt  was  iiememt»t!th  meg 
And  therefore  ill  this  luftie  hibro^ning, 
As  1  bed  can,  I  wol  it  filihe  ind  fing, 
And  aftir  that  t  wol  thy  lere  ytake. 
And  God  ytVc  every  wi^t  jrff  of  his  make ! 
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T«£*  ordir  of  Complaynt  requireth  IkUfolly 

Tliat  if  a  wight  ihall  plain  in  pitouflj 

Ther  mote  be  caufe  wherfore  that  men  yplaine, 

Or  men  may  deme  he  playnith  folily 

And  cauf(^lea  :  alas !  that  am  not  I, 

Wherfore  the  grounde  and  cauie  of  all  my  paine, 

So  as  my  troabUd  witte  may  it  attaine, 

I  wol  reherie,  not  for  to  have  redreffe, 

Ba^  to  declare  my  gtounde  of  heTinefle. 

The  firft  time,  aks  !  that  I  was  y  wrought. 
And  for  certain  efledis  hidir  brought 
By  him  that  lordith  eche  inteUigence, 
I  yave  my  trew^  fervice  and  my  thought 
For  erirmo,  how  dere  I  have  it  bought ! 
To  her  that  is  of  fo  gret  excellence 
That  what  wight  that  ihewith  firft  her  offence, 
Whan  ihe  is  wrothe  and  taketh  of  him  no  qire. 
He  may  not  longe  in  joye  of  love  endure. 

This  is  no  fainid  matir  that  I  tel; 
My  lady  is  the  very  fours  and  wel 
Of  beaute,  lufte,  fredome,  and  gentilneffe, 
Of  riche  array  bowe  dere  (b  men  it  fel, 
Of  al  difporte  in  whiche  men  frendly  dwel. 
Of  love  ai)d  play,  and  of  beiiigne  humblefle. 
Of  fowne  of  inftrumentes  of  al  fwetneffe. 
And  thereto  fo  wel  fortuned  and  thewid 
That  through  the  world  her  godenes  is  ihewid  t 

What  wondir  is  than  though  that  I  befette 
My  fervice  on  foche  one  that  may  me  knette 
To  wele  or  wo,  (ithe  it  lithe  in  her  might  ? 
Thcrfore  myne  herte  for  er  I  to  her  hette, 
Ne  trcwly  for  my  deth  ihall  I  not  lette, 
To  ben  her  trewift  fervant  and  her  knight; 
1  flattir  nat,  that  pfiay  wete  every  wight, 
For  this  day  in  her  fervice  (hall  I  dye ; 
But  grace  be  I  fe  her  nevir  with  eye. 

To  whom  (hal  1  plainin  of  my  diftrefle  f 
Who  may  me  help,  who  may  my  hert  redreffe  f 
3hal  I  complaine  unto  my  lady  fre  ? 
Nay,  certis,  for  (he  hath  foche  hevyneffe 
for  £ere  and  eke  for  wo,  that  as  I  ge(re 


In  litil  time  k  would  her  bane  ybe, 
But  were  (he  fafe  it  were  no  force  of  me : 
Alas  that  evir  lovirs  mote  endure 
For  love  fo  many  perilous  avinture! 

For  though  fo  be  that  lovirs  be  as  trewc 
As  any  metal  that  is  forgid  newe. 
In  many*  a  cafe  *hem  tidtth  oft  forowe ; 
Somtlme  ther  ladies  wol  nat  on  'hem  rewe, 
Somtimis  if  that  Jeloufy  it  knewe 
They  mightin  lightly  lay  ther  bed  tob^rowe; 
Somtim^  envious  folke  with  topgis  horowe 
Depravid  *he|n  :  alas  I  whom  may  they  pklic? 
But  he  be  &Ue  no  lovur  hath  hu  efe. 

But  what  availitk  foch  a  long  fermotm 
Of  avinturis  of  love  up  and  doun  ? 
I  wol  retonme  and  fpekin  of  my  paine : 
The  point  is  this,  of  my  diftrudioiui 
My  right  lady  and  my  falvadoon 
Is  in  affray,  and  n*ot  to  whom  to  plaine : 
O  hert^  fwete !  o  hdy  (bv^rayne ! 
For  your  difefe  I  ought  wel  (woun  and  fwck, 
Though  I  none  othir  harme  ne  drede  yiiek. 

To  what  fine  made  the  god  that  (ytte  (b  lue 
9eneth  him  othar  love  or  companye. 
And  ftrainith  foQtc  to  bve  mangre  ther  bed? 
A  nd  then  ther  joye  for  aught  I  can  efpie 
Ke  la(Uth  not  the  twinkeling  of  an  eye. 
And  fome  have  nevir  joye  ^  they  be  ded; 
What  menith  this,  what  is  this  |iu(tihed? 
Wherto  con(b:ainith  he  his  folke  fo  hSt 
Thing  to  defirin  but  it  (hould  ylaft  f 

And  though  he  made  a  lovir  love  a  thingi 
And  makith  it  feme  ftedfiLft  and  during, 
Yet  putteth  |ie  in  it  foche  mifavintore 
That  reft  ne  is  ther  none  in  his  yeving; 
And  that  is  wondir  that  fo  jufte  a  kix^ 
Ydothe  foche  hardneffe  unto  his  crcture; 
Thus  whethir  lovd  breke  or  ellis  dure 
Algatis  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  oftir  wo  than  cbaungid  is  the  monCf 
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It  fcmeth  he  bath  to  lovirs  enmjtc. 
And  lyke  a  fiiher,  as  men  may  al  day  fe, 
Baitith  his  anglehoke  with  fohie  plelaunce* 
Till  many'  a  fiihe  is  wode  to  that  he  be 
Cefid  therwith^and  then  at  erft  hath  he 
Al  his  deiire,  and  therwithal  mifchaunce. 
And  though  the  line  ybreke  he  hath  penaunce, 
For  with  that  hoke  he  woondid  »  fo  lore 
That  he  his  wagis  hath  for  eyirmore. 

The  broche  of  Thebis  was  of  foche  a  kinde. 
So  ful  of  nibyes  and  of  ftonet  of  Inde 
That  every  wight  that  fette  on  it  an  eye 
He  wende  anone  to  worthy  out  of  his  mynde; 
So  fore  the  beaate  would  his  hcrt  ybynde 
Til  it  be  badJiim  thought  he  muft  ydie; 
And  when  that  it  was  his  than  (honH  he  drie 
Soche  wo  for  drede  aye  while  that  he  it  had 
That  weloigh  for  the  fere  he  (hould  be  mad; 

And  whan  it  was  fro  his  polfeflion 
Than  had  he  double  wo  and  paflion 
That  he  fo  faire  a  jewil  hath  forgo ; 
But  yet  this  broche,  as  in  conclofion, 
Was  not  the  canfe  of  his  confufion, 
Slit  he  that  wrought  it  enfortuned  it  fo 
That  erery  wight  that  had  it  fliould  have  wo» 
And  theriore  in  the  worcbir  was  the  vice, 
And  ii^  the  coveitour»  that  was  fo  nice. 

So  farith  it  by  lovirs  and  by  me. 
For  though  my  lady  have  fo  grete  beaute 
Tha|  I  was  mad  to  I  had  gctte  her  grace 
She  was  not  caufe  of  mine  adverfite, 
3at  be  that  wronghtin  her,  as  mote  I  the, 


That  pat  fo  gret  a  beaate  in  her  face 
That  made  me  coveitin  and  fo  porchace 
Myoe  own6  deth ;  him  wite  I  that  I  die. 
And  mine  unwit  that  er  I  clambe  fo  hie. 

But  to  yon  hardy  knightis  of  renowne, 
Sithe  that  ye  be  of  my  devifyowne, 
Al  be*  I  not  worthv  to  fo  gret  a  name. 
Yet  faine  thefe  derkis  I  am  your  patrone, 
Therfbre  ye  onght  have  fome  compaffione 
Of  my  difefe,  and  take  it  nat  agame. 
The  proudift  of  you  may  be  miule  ful  tame, 
Wherfore  I  pray  you  of  your  gentiUeife 
That  ye  complainin  for  minehevincfle. 

And  ye,  my  ladyes,  that  ben  trew  and  fiable. 
By  way  of  kinde  ye  oaghtin  to  ben  able 
To  have  pitie  of  folke  that  ben  in  paine; 
Nowe  have  ye  canfe  to  dc^-hin  you  in  fable ; 
Sith  that  your  empires  the  honorable 
Is  deiblate  wel  oughtin  ye  to  plaine ; 
Nowe  ihonde  your  holy  tens  fal  and  raine : 
Alas !  your  honour  and  your  emperice 
Nigh  died  for  drede  ne  can  her  not  chevice. 

Cbmplainith  eke  ye  lovirs  al  in  fere 
For  her  that  with  anfainid  humble  chere 
Was  evir  redy  to  do  yoo  focour, 
Complainith  her  that  er  hath  be  yon  dere, 
CompUinith  beante,  fredome,  and  mancre, 
Complainith  her  that  endith  your  labour, 
Complainith  thilke  eniample*  of  al  honour. 
That  nevir  yet  dyd  ought  but  gcntilneflc ; 
Kythich  therfore  in  ha  fome  kinddncfle. 
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There  n*yj  (b  high  cotnfoltt^  my  pttfalince, 
Whan  that  1  am  in  My  h^vinefTe, 
As  for  to  haire  Ifeyfir  of  remembrannce 
Upon  the  manhode  and  the  worthy  nbfTe, 
Upqn  the  trouthe  and  on  the  ftedflJhies, 
Of  him  whofe  I  am  ai  while  I  maye  dure  ; 
There  on^t  to  blaihin  me  nb  cteitore, 
For  every  wight  praifith  his  gefatiltcfle. 

In  hiiti  is  bonnte,  wifcdome,  goTimaonce, 
Well  more  than  tHy  mann*is  witte  can  gefle. 
For  Grace  hath  wolde  fo  ftrforth  him  araunce 
That  of  knighthod  he  is  parfite  richefle. 
Honour  bonourith  him  for  his  noblcfle, 
1  herto  fo  wel  hath  fourmid  him  Nature 
That  I  am  his  for  er  I  him  enfure. 
For  every  wight  praifith  his  gentillefle. 

And  natwithftsmding  all  his  fuffifaunce 
His  gentil  herte  is  of  fo  gret  humblefle 
To  me  in  worde,  in  werke,  and  in  countenaonce* 
And  me  to  ferve  isal  his  befincfle. 
That  I  am  fcttc  in  very  fykimeflc ; 
Thus  ought  I  to  blifTc  wel  mine  ayintonr, 
Sith  that  him  liftc  me  fcrvin  and  honour, 
For  every  wight  praifith  his  gentillefle. 

Nowe  ccrtis.  Love,  it  is  right  covenable 
That  men  ful  dere  abye  thy  noble  thingcs. 
As  wake  abedde  and  faflin  at  the  table, 
Weping  to  laugh,  and  finge  in  complainynges. 
And  downe  to  caftin  viiage  and  lokingcs, 
Oftin  to  chaunge  vifage  and  countinaunce 
Playe  in  flepinge,  and  dremin  at  the  daunce, 
Al  the  rcvcrs  of  any  gladde  feling. 

Jeloufy  he  hangid  by  a  cable, 
She  wolde  al  know  in  through  her  efpiyng, 
There  dothe  no  wight  nothing  fo  refonable 
That  al  n*i5  harme  in  her  yraagining; 
Thus  dere  abought  is  Love  in  his  yeving, 
Whiche  ofte  he  yevith  without  otdinaunce. 
As  forowe*  ynough  and  litil  of  plefauQce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glade  feling. 

A  litil  tymc  his  ycft  is  agreablc, 
But  ful  accomb^ous  is  the  ufinge, 
For  fubtil  Jeloufy  the  difccvablc 


Ful  oftin  tymc  ycaufith  dtflonrbingr; 
Thus  ben  we  evir  in  drede  and  fuHVihg  t 
In  no  certaine  we  languilhen  in  penanhce. 
And  have  wel  ofte  many  an  harde  mifchatt&c^ 
Al  thk  revers  of  any  gladde  feling. 

But  certis,  Love,  I  faye  not  in  foche  wife 
That  for  to  fcape  out  of  your  lace  I  itient. 
For  I  fo  longe  have  ben  in  your  fervicc 
That  for  to  Ictc  of  wil  I  ncr  aflcnt, 
No  force  though  jeloufye  me  doe  tottrment  s 
Suffifith  me  to  fe  him  whan  I  may. 
And  therfore  certis  to  noine  ending  daj 
To  love  him  bed  ihal  me  nevir  repent. 

And  certis.  Love,  whan  I  me  wel  advtib 
Of  any*  eftate  that  man  may  reprcfcnt 
Than  have  ye  made  me  thorough  your  fraochifis 
Chefin  the  beft  that  evir  in  erthe  went ; 
Nowe  love  well,  hert,  and  loke  thou  nevir  ftcnt^ 
And  lette  the  jelous  putte  it  in  aflaye 
That  for  no  paine  ne  wol  I  not  fay  nayc  ; 
To  love  him  beft  ihall  I  nevir  repent. 

O  herte  !  to  the  it  ought  ynoughe  fuffice 
That  Love  fo  highc  a  grace  hath  to  you  kax, 
To  chofe  the  worthyiS  in  alle  wife, 
And  moft  agreable  to  mine  entcnt; 
Sekith  no  fcrthir  neithir  way  nc  went, 
Sith  ye  have  fuffifaunce  unto  my  paye : 
Thus  wol  I  ende  this  Complaint  or  this  by  i 
To  love  him  b^  (bal  i  nevir  repent. 

L*CNTOfB. 

Princes,  receyeth  this  complaimoge  in  gre| 
Unto  your  excellent  benmiite 
pirede  aftir  my  litil  fuffiOiunce, 
For  elde,  that  in  my  fpiiite  duUith  rae» 
Hath  of  enditing  al  the  fubtilte 
Welnigh  bcrafte  out  of  my  remembraunce  ; 
And  eke  to  me  it  is  a  grete  penaunce, 
Sith  rime  in  Englifhe  hath  lochc  fcardte. 
To*  folowe  worde  by  worde  the  curiofite 
Of  Granfon,  flour  of  'hem  ^t  ma^  in  ^rauncc 
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THE    LAMENTACION 


OF    MARIB    MAGDAJL£IK£; 


This  treaiife  is  taken  out  of  Si.  Or^eny  wierein  Mary  MagdaUn  lamentetb  the  erueS 

death  ofber  Saviour  Chrifi. 


Plon GiD  in  the  wtwe  of  raortall  <Cftrefler 
AIm  for  wo  1  to  whom  flul  I  compleU  ? 
Or  who  ih^ll  devoidc  thU  sreu  bieYioeiTe 
Fro  me*,  woful  Marie,  woUiU  M^gakia ! 
My  Lord  U  gon ;  aUi !  who  wrou^t  thia  tcio  ^ 
Thi»  Axhuo  chaonce  perilth  my  hene  fo  <kpt 
That  oothing  can  I  do  hut  walk  and  wepe. 

My  JLorde  it  gone  that  here  Ia  grave  w^  laied 
Aftir  hi»  grecc  pafllon  and  deth  croeil; 
Alas !  who  hath  hym  thus  agam  betnued  f 
Or  what  man  here  ahoutin  can  me  teU 
Where  he*  is  become  the  Prince  of  I^^eU, 
Jefus  of  Naa  Vetby  my  ghollly  fuccoMr, 
Mjr  parfite  k>ve,  and  hope  of  all  honour  1 

What  cretore  bath  hym  hennis  caryid» 
Or  how  might  this  h  fodainly  befall  f 
I  would  I  had  here  with  htm  taryid» 
And  fo  ihould  1  haTe  had  my  porpoik  all ; 
I  bought  oiotmentet  hj\  precious  and  roial. 
Where  wit|)  1  hoped  his  corps  to  have  anomted. 
But  he  thus  gone  my  minde  is  diiapotnded. 

While  I  therefore  advenife  aodbcholde 
This  pitout  channel  Iter  e  in  my  prefcnce 
Full  liptk  mtrvaile  though  my  hen  be  colde» 
Confidsryng,  lo !  my  Lord'is  abfence  : 
Alas  that  I  fo  full  of  negligence 
Should  be  foundin  '  becauie  I  come  fo  Ute 
All  men  maie  iaie  1  am  infortunate. 

Ca.afe  of  myforowe  you  maie  undirftoode, 
^mia  tmltrttftt  Dtmiiwm  mrtim, 
Aiji  othir  is  that  I  ne  maie  him  foBde, 
1  wote  a^re  nki ^ttgnatt  turn  ^ 


Thus  T  i^ufte  bewailfrMroMs 

With  hcrtie  wepying  I  can  no  bet  delerR 

Till  Deth  approche  my  hertd  for  to  kcrve. 

My  bene  opprefk  with  fodain  axintttrs   . 
Qy  fervent  anguiflie  is  bewrappid  &> 
That  long  this  lif e  I  ne  maie  not  endura, 
Soche  is  my  pain,  (bch  is  my  mortall  wo» 
NevirthelclTe  to  what  parte  ihali  I  go 
In  hope  to  findin  myne  owpe  turtill  true. 
My  livls  joye,  my  foverain  JLorde  Jefu ! 

Sith  all  my  joye,  that  I  call  his  preience^ 
Is  thus  removed,  now  1  am  fuU  of  msoe ;, 
Alas  the  while  1  made  no  piovidesce 
For  this  miflup  \  wherefore  1  figh  aad  grone  t 
Succour  to  finde  to  what  pbtce  n^ht  I  gone ! 
Fain  I  would  tofome  man  my  hert^  bri^  y 
I  n'ot  to  whom  1  maie  complain  or  fpebe. 

Alone  I  ilande  full  forie  and  fuU  f&d* 
Which  hopid  to  have  fisea  my  i^rde  and  Kyog  ; 
Small  caufe  have  I  to  be  merie  or  glad 
Remembryng  this  bittirfnl  depaf cyng : 
In  this  worlde  ne  is  no  creture  livyng 
That  waa  to  me  fo  gode  and  gracious, 
Hi^  love  alio  then  golde  more  precioui^ 

Full  fore  I  iigh  without  comfort  agaia» 
There  \%  do  enre  to  my  fidvacion. 
His  brenning  love  my  heK  fb  doth  coaflnutti 
Alas,  here  is  a  wofuU  pennutacion ! 
Wherof  |  finde  no  joye  nos  confolacion. 
Therefore  my  pain  all  onely  to  confefle 
With  deth  \  £ere  woU  cade  my  heviaefle* 
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Thb  wo  and  aDguifli  u  intoUenble; 
If  I  btde  here, life  can  1  not  fuftain. 
If  I  go  hence  my  paines  be  tincnrable ; 
Where  him  to  finde  1  knowe  no  place  certain. 
And  thos  1  ne  wote  of  thefe  thingic  twain 
Whiche  I  maie  take  and  which  I  maie  refnTe  : 
M J  hert  it  woonded  heron  to  thinke  or  muTe, 
'  A  while  I  {hall  ftande  in  this  morowning 
In  hope  if  any  vifion  would  appere 
That  of  my  lore  might  tell  fome  gode  tyding* 
Whiche  into  joy  might  chaunge  my  wepyng  cher ; 
I  tmil  in  his  grace  and  hit  mercy  dere; 
But  at  the  left,  though  1  therewith  me  kill, 
I  ihall  not  fpare  to  waile  and  wepe  my  fill. 

And  if  that  I  die  in  foche  arinture 
I  can  no  more  but  welcome  at  my  chaonce; 
My  bonet  ihal  reft  here  in  this  fepultnre ; 
My  life,  my  deth,  it  at  hit  ordinaunce ; 
k  flial  be  tolde  in  lafting  remembraiince ; 
That  to  departin  it  to  me  no  fliame. 
And  alfo  thereof  I  *am  nothing  to  bbune. 

Hope  againft  me  to  hath  her  conrie  itake 
That  there  it  no  more,  but  thut  ftiall  1  die  : 
I  fe  right  well  my  Lorde  bath  me  forfrke, 
But  in  my  conceipt  caufe  know  I  none  why : 
Although  he  be  fajrie  hence  and  nothing  nye 
Tet  my  wofuU  herte  after  hym  doeth  feke. 
And  canfeth  teret  to  ren  doun  by  my  chcke* 

Thinking,  alat !  1  hare  loft  hit  prefence. 
Which  in  tJhit  worlde  was  all  my  ftiftinannce  ; 
I  crie  and  call  with  hertie  diligence. 
But  there  it  no  wight  girith  attendaunce. 
Me  to  certifie  of  myne  enquiraunce. 
Wherefore  I  will  to  all  this  world  bewraie 
How  that  my  Loide  it  flain  and  born  awaie* 

Though  that  I  moume  it  ne  it  no  grcte  wonder, 
Sithe  he  it  all  my  joye  in  fpeciall ; 
And  nowe  I  thinke  we  be  fo  farre  afonder 
That  hym  to  fe  I  fere  nerir  1  fliall ; 
It  helpith  no  more  aftir  hym  to  oJl, 
Ne  after  hym  to*  enquire  in  any  cofte : 
Alas !  how  it  he  thut  ygone  and  loft  ? 

The  Jewitl  thinke  fall  of  miferie, 
Yfet  in  nialice  by  ther  bufy  cure 
With  force  and  might  of  gilefull  trecherie 
Hath  entermined  my  Lord'is  fepulture. 
And  borne  awaie  that  preciout  figure, 
Levyng  of  it  nothyng ;  if  thci*  hare  docn  fo 
Marridlam;  alas,  what  fliall  1  do ! 

With  ther  vengcatmce  inlaciable 
Now  hare  thei  hym  giltleft  entretid  (b 
That  to  reporte  it  it  to  kunentable, 
Thei  bete  hit  bodie  from  toppe  to  the  toe, 
Nevir  man  wat  ybome  that  felte  foche  woe; 
Thei  woundid  hym,  alat !  with  all  greraunce, 
The  blode  doun  reilid  in  moft  habundaunce ; 

The  blodie  rowit  ftremed  doun  ovir  all, 
Thcl  him  aflailid  fo  maliciouflie 
With  ther  fcourgis  and  ftrokis  beftiall ; 
Thei  fparid  not,  but  finotc  incefl*auntUe ; 
To  ^tisfie  ther  malice  thei  were  bufie  : 
Thei  fpii  in  his  face,  thei  fmote  here  and  there  ( 
He  groned  full  fore,  and  fwete  many  a  terc. 


Thei  croonid  hym  with  diomit  fliarpe  and  kaxe, 
The  vainit  rent,  the  blode  ran  doun  apace. 
With  blode  OTircome  were  bothe  his  eyen. 
And  bolne  with  ftrokb  wat  hit  bldEd  £tce  ; 
Thei  hym  eatretid  at  men  without  grace, 
Thei  knelidto  hym, and  made  many  a  fcome; 
Like  helhoandit  they  have  hym  all  to  tome : 

Upon  a  mightie  crofle  in  length  and  brede 
(Theic  turmentonrt  fliewid  ther  carfidneilc) 
Thei  nailid  hym  without  pitie  or  drede. 
Hit  precioos  blode  braft  oat  in  lacg^neffe, 
Thei  ftrained  hym  along  at  men  merdlcfle  ; 
The  irerie  jointet  all  to  myne  apparesce 
Rived  albodir  for  dier  grett  Tioknce. 

All  thit  I  beholding  with  mine  eyen  twaio 
Stode  there  befide  with  rnfull  attendaunce. 
And  er  me  thought  he  beyng  in  that  pain 
Lokid  on  me  withdedly  conntinaonce. 
At  he'  had  iaid  in  hit  fpeciall  remembranoce 
Farwell  Magdalen,  depart  muft  I  ncdet  hent, 
My  herte  it  tatiqmam  cerm  Ufn^eetu, 

Whidie  rofiill  fight  whoi  that  I  gan  bcfaolde 
Out  of  my  witte  I  almofte  tho  diftraught, 
I  tare  my  here,  my  bandit  wraog  and  folde. 
And  of  the  fight  my  hert  dranke  foche  a  draught 
That  many  a  fall  fwounyng  there  I  caught ; 
I  brufed  my  bodie  fdlyng  on  the  groonde. 
Whereof  I  fele  many  a  grcvous  wounde. 

Then  thefe  wretchis,  full  of  all  frowardnefle, 
Gave  hym  to  drinke  eifcll  temprid  with  gaU  ; 
Alat!  that  poifon  full  of  bittimefie 
My  lov'it  diere  caufid  them  to  appall. 
And  yet  thereof  might  he  not  drinke  at  all. 
But  fpake  thefie  wordit,  at  him  thought  it  bcfl, 
Fathir  of  hevin !  ewfmmtmtvm  tf. 

Then  knelid  I  doune  in  pain*it  outrage. 
Clipping  the  crofle  within  myne  arm  is  twam. 
Hit  blode  diftillid  doune  on  my  Tifagc, 
My  dothit  eke  the  droppit  did  diibiin  ; 
To  have  dyid  for  hym  I  would  full  fain. 
But  what  flioulde  it  availe  if  I  did  fo 
Sith  he'  Ufujpeitfmt  imfaiihmtcf 

And  thut  my  Lorde  full  dere  was  all  dilgiied 
With  blode,  and  pain,  and  woundit  many  ooc. 
His  veinis  braft,  hit  joiotit  all  to  rived, 
Partyng  afondir  the  flcihe  fro  the  bone ; 
But  I  fawe  that  he  hing  not  there  alone. 
For  cum  imtftiii  depwtatus  efi^ 
Not  like  a  man  but  like  a  leprout  beft. 

A  blinde  knight  men  ycallid  Longiat 
With  a  fpere  aproched  to  my  Sov^rain, 
Lannfyng  hit  fide  full  pitouflie,  alas4 
That  hb  precious  heite  he  clave  in  twadil, 
The  purple  blode  eke  fro  the  hertit  vain 
Doune  railid  right  faft  in  mofte  rufull  wiie. 
With  chriftal  water  brought  fro  Paradife. 

When  1  behelde  this  wofull  paflioo, 
1  wote  not  kow,  by  fodain  avintore 
My  hert  wat  perfed  with  very  compafliMi, 
That  in  me  remained  no  life  of  nature, 
Strokis  of  dethe  I  felt  without  mefure. 
My  deth'is  vrounde  I  caught  with  woe  oppreft. 
And  brought  to  point  as  my  hert  (hold  ybreft* 
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The  woonde,  the  hen,  and  blodc,  of  my  darling 
Shal  nerer  Aide  fro  mj  memorial. 
The  byttir  painet  alfo  of  tourmeDting 
Within  my  fonle  be  gravin  principal ; 
The  fpere,  alas !  that  was  fo  (harpe  withaU 
So  thrillid  my  herte,  as  to  my  feling. 
That  body  and  fonle  were  at  departing. 

Sone  as  I  might  I  releved  up  againe, 
My  brethe  I  coude  not  very  wel  reftore, 
FeUng  my  ielf  drownid  in  fo  grete  paine. 
Both  body*  and  foule  me  thought  wer  al  to  tore, 
Violent  fallis  grevid  me  right  fore ; 
1  wept,  I  bledde,  and  with  my  felfe  I  fared 
As  one  that  for  his  life  nothing  had  cared. 

I  loking  np  unto  that  rufull  rode 
Sawe  firfi  the  vifage  pale  of  that  figure, 
But  (b  pitotts  a  fight  fpottid  with  blode 
Sawe  novir  yet  no  liyinz  creiture ; 
So  it  excedid  the  boundes  of  mefure. 
That  mann'is  mindewith  al  hiswittis  fire 
It  nothing  able  that  paine  to  difcrive. 

Than  gan  I  there  min  armis  to  unbrace. 
Up  lifting  my  handis  ful  moumingly 
I  ughid  and  lore  fobbid  in  that  place, 
Boui  hcvin  and  erthe  might  have  herde  me  crie 
Weping,  and  hid  Alas !  incefiauncly, 
Ah,  my  fprete  herte,my  goftly  paramour! 
Alais,  I  may  nat  thy  body  focour ! 

0  bleffid  Liorde !  how  fierfe  and  how  cruel 
Thefe  vurfid  wightis  nowe  hath  the  yflaine, 
Kcrving,  alas !  thy  body  eviridel 

Wounde  within  wounde,  full  byttir  is  thy  pain ; 
Nowe  wolde  God  that  I  might  to  the  attaine 
To  oaile  my  body  bSk  unto  thy  tre. 
So  that  of  this  paine  thou  mightift  go  fre ! 

1  can  nat  reporte  ne  make  reherfaile 
Of  my  demening  with  the  circumftaunce. 
But  wel  I  wote  the  fpere  with  every  oaile 
Thirlid  my  foule  by  inwarde  refemblaunce. 
Which  nevir  (hall  out  of  my  remembraunce ; 
During  my  life  it  woll  caufe  me  to  waile 
As  ofte  as  I  remembre*that  bataile. 

Ah,  ye  Jewes '  worfe  than  doggis  rabiate. 
What  moved  you  thus  cruilly  him  to*  aray  ? 
He  nevir  difplefed  you,  nor  caufcd  debate. 
Your  love  and  true  hertes  he  conveytidaye; 
He  prechcd,  he  teched,  he  fliewid  the  right  way, 
Wherfore  ye  lyke  tyrantes  wodc  and  way-warde, 
Nowe  have  him  thus  yflaine  for  his  rewarde. 

Ye  ought  to'  have  remembrid  one  thing  fpecial, 
His  favour,  grace,  and  his  magnificence ; 
He  was  your  prince  borne,  and  lordc  ovir  all, 
Howe  be  it  ye  toke  him  in  Imal  reverence ; 
He  was  ful  meke  in  fuffiring  your  offence, 
Nertliclefii  ye  devoured  him  with  one  aflent, 
As  hungry  wolves  doth  the  lambe  innocent. 

Where  was  your  pite,  'o  peple  mercilcfle ! 
Anning  your  felfe  with  fallhed  and  trefon. 
On  my  Lorde  ye  have  (hewid  your  Wodenefle, 
Like  no  men  but  beftis  without  refon  ; 
Your  malyce  he  iuffrid  for  the  fefon  : 
Your  paine  wol  come,  ne  thinke  it  nat  to  flacke ; 
A£bi  vithmt  mercy  ofmcrcjjbai  hch^ 


0  traitours  and  maintainirs  of  madnefle  I 
Unto  your  foly*  I  afcribe  al  my  paine. 

Ye  have' me  deprived  of  joye  and  gbdnefle 
So  deling  with  my  Lorde  and  fov^raine ; 
Nothing  ne  (hulde  I  nede  thus  to  complaine 
If  he*  had  lived  in  pece  and  tranquillite 
Whom  ye  have  flaine  through  your  iniquite. 

Farewel,your  nobleneffe  that  fomtime  did  raine! 
Farewel  your  worfliip,  your  glory,  and  fame ! 
Hereaftir  to  lyve  in  bate  and  difdaine 
Marvaile  ye  not;  for  your  trefpace  and  blams 
Unto  ihame  is  toumid  al  your  gode  name : 
Upon  you  now  wol  wondir  every  nation     * 
As  peplc  of  a  mod  vile  reputation. 

Thefe  wickid  wretchis,  thefe  hoondes  of  hcl. 
As  1  have  tolde  plaine  here  in  this  ienteoce. 
Were  not  content  my  dere  love  thus  to  quel. 
But  yet  they  muf(  embefile  his  prefence. 
As  I  perceive ;  by  covert  violence 
They  have  him  conveied  to  my  difplefure. 
For  here  is  lafte  but  nakid  fepulture  : 

Wherfore  of  trouth  and  lightfull  judgment, 
That  ther  malice  againe  maye  be  acquired, 
Aftir  my  vcrdite  and  avifement. 
Of  falfe  murdre  they  ihullin  be  endited. 
Of  theft  alfo,  which  flial  not  be  rcfpited. 
And  in  al  haifte  they  fhal  be  hanged  and  drawe; 
I  wol  my  felfe  plede  this  caufe  in  the  la  we. 

Alas !  yf  I  with  a  trewe  attendaunce 
Had  (lyl  abiddin  with  my  Lord'is  corfe. 
And  kept  it  fiil  with  trewe  perfeveraunce. 
Than  had  nat  befal  this  wohil  devorfe ; 
But  as  for  my  paine  welcome,  and  no  force  : 
This  (hal  be  my  fonge  where  fo  er  1  f^^ 
Departing  is  the  grounde  of  al  my  wo. 

1  fe  right  wel  now  in  my  painis  finerte 
There  is  no  wounde  of  fo  grevous  dolour 
As  is  the  wounds  of  my  careful  herte ; 
Sithin  I  have  lofte  thus  my  paramour 

Al  my  fwetnefle  is  toumid  into  four ; 
Mirthe  to  my  herte  nothing  ne  maie  convey 
But  he  that  bereth  therof  bothe  locke  and  key. 

The  joye  excellent  of  bllffed  Paradife 
Maye  me,  alas !  in  no  wife  re-comforte, 
Songe  of  angel  nothing  nray  me  fufiife. 
As  in  min  hertd  nowe  to  make  difportc ; 
Al  I  refufe  but  that  I  might  reforte 
Unto  my  love,  the  wel  of  godclihede. 
For  whofe  longing  I  trowe  I  ihal  be  ded. 

Of  painful  labour  and  tourment  corpo*ral 
I  ne  make  therof  none  ezcepdon,  t 

Painis  of  hel  I  Wol  paffe  ovir  al 
My  love  to  finde  in  myne  affeccion ; 
So  grete  to  him  is  my  dele<^acion, 
A  thoufande  timis  martrid  wolde  I  be 
^is  bleflid  body  ones  if  I  might  fc. 

About  this  worlde,  fo  large  in  all  compace, 
I  (hal  not  fpare  to  renne  my  life  during. 
My  fete  alfo  (hall  not  reft  in  one  place 
Tyl  of  my  love  I  may  here  fome  tiding. 
For  whofe  abfence  my  handis  nowe  I  wrinjj ; 
To  thinke  on  him  cefe  (hal  nevir  my  minde  ; 
O  gentiU  Jefu !  where  Ihal  I  the  finde  f 
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Jemfskm  I  wol  fcrchc  pUce  &•  pUcc, 
Siton,  the  Vale  U  Joiapbatli  »Ub, 
And  if  I  finde  him  not  in  4  this  ^pace 
By  Mouat  OUtci  to  Beth*anx  woll  1  go; 
Thefc  waies  wol  I  wandtr  an^  many  mo, 
Nazareth;  Bethleem*  Mountana  Jade  ; 
No  travoile  flial  me  paine  him  for  to  £b. 

Hit  bUfHd  f^ce  if  1  night  fe  aod  findc 
Serche  1  wolde  every  colle  and  countrey. 
The  fardift  parte  of  Hgypt  or  hotc  Indc 
Shi^de  be  to  me  but  A  Util  journey. 
Howe  i»  he  thB»  ffqpe  or  takio  aw»y  I 
If  1  knewe  the  fuftrouth  and  certeQt4^ 
Yet  from  thi»  care  relcfid  might  I  be. 

Into  wildirociTe  I  thinke  l^ft  to  go, 
Sithe  I  can  no  more  tidingei  of  him  here, 
I'here  may  I  my  lyfe  ledin  to  and  fro, 
There  majr  I  dwel  and  to  no  man  apere ; 
To  towoe  ne  village  i/foU  I  not  come  oere ; 
Alone  in  wodes,  in  rocke«,  and  io  cave*  dcpe, 
1  may  at  mine  owne  will  both  waile  add  wepe. 

Myn  eyin  twaine  withouttn  variauace 
Shal  nevir  ccfe,  I  promife  faithfuUy, 
There  for  to  wep^  with  gret  abouodauncft 
Byttir  teri«  renning  inccHauntly, 
Tiie  whiche  teris  medlid  fui  pctouily 
y^kfh  the  very  blode  er  Ihall  reane  aUo, 
£xprc(Iing  in  mine  Ufitt  the  grevou$  wo. 

Worldciy  fode  and  fuileaaunce  (  dcHre 
Soche  living  as  I  finde  fuch  wol  I  take, 
Rotis  that  growin  on  the  craggy  Hone 
Shal  me  fuiife,  with  watir  of  the  lake ; 
I'han-thiw  may  I  iay  for  my  Lord'is  fake, 
ftterunt  miU  Ucryma  m^ 
Jh  deferto  I>ame4%  dit  at  «WVr. 

My  body  to  clothe  it  makith  no  force, 
A  mouraing  mantil  ihal  be  fufficient, 
The  grevoiM  woondis  of  hii  pitouB  corfe 
$  lal  be  to  me  a  ful  royal  garoement, 
Hj  departid  thus  I  am  bcil  content; 
His  croiTtf  with  nailifi  and  fcourgis  with^ 
S.ia)  be  my  thought  and  paine  efpcclal. 

Thus  wol  I  live,  as  i  have  h^re  ytolde^ 
Jfl  may  any  long^  time  endure. 
But  1  fere  Deth  is  ovir  me  fo  bolde 
That  of  my  purpofe  I  can  not  be  fare ; 
My  painis  encreHn  without  mefurc, 
For  of  longe  lyfe  who  can  lay  any  refon  ? 
Al  thing  U  mortal,  axid  hath  but  a  fefon. 

I  iigh  ful  fore,  and  it  is  ferre  yfet ; 
Myoe  hcrt  1  fel?  now  bledith  inwardly. 
The  blody  teres  I  may  in  no  wife  \cx ; 
Sithe  of  my  paine  1  finde  no  rem*  c'ya 
I  thank  God  of  al  if  that  1  nowe  dyv; ; 
His  w:ll  pcrfdurmid  [  holde  me  content; 
^y  foale  let  him  have  that  hath  it  me  lent, 

Fo/  lengir  to'  endure  it  Ms  intoUerable, 
My  woful  herte  it  inSamid  fo  huge. 
That  no  forow  to  myuc  i»  comparable, 
Sithe  of  my  minde  [  nc  finde  no  refuge. 
Yet  I  him  require  at  a  rightful  juge 
To  devoide  fro  me  the  inwarde  ibrowe, 
I.  U  that  I  live  not  to  the  oeite  moipwe. 
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Within  noutf^  hert  it  inipre94  (ul  fore 
Hit  royal  forme,  hit  ikappe,  hit  femelineii 
Hi»  porte,  hit  cher<^  b«  godcoet  cvirmorfi 
His  noble  perfwie,  with  a>  geotilneti 
He  is  ^  welle  of  alle  par&^ke4> 
I'he  very  Rcdemir  of  al  numlMnde, 
Him  love  \  heft  with  herte,  »od  ioide,  Md  laiod^ 

In  hit  abfcnce  my  painct  ftd  hittir  l^e. 
Right  wel  i  may  it  fcU  qowe  imrvdely. 
No  wondir  it  though  they  hurte  or  fli:  i^f, 
They  cau6n  me  to  crie  fo  rufully ; 
Myne  herte  oppreiTed  it  fo  wozvdirfuUy 
Oncly ^ibr  him*  which  ib  it  bright  of  Ue, 
Alas,  I  jyroiye  ( Ihal  him  nevir  fe ! 

My  joye  is  traofla^e  full  farre  in  eiUe, 
My  myrtle  is  cha^egid  into  payiiit  colde; 
M/  lyfe  I  think  eodurith  but  a  while ; 
Angui(he  and  pfi^e  it  that  that  I  behoklet 
Wherfore  my  handit  thut  I  wrioge  and  fobW; 
Into  this  grave  1  loke,  I  cal,  I  pray, 
Deth  remainith  and  life  it  bonpe  »W^T« 

Now  mutl  i  waik  and  wandk  Ikere  aod  Uuk, 
God  wot  to  what  p^rtit  1  ^^\  me  d^e. 
With  quaking  hert  wepinge  mwy  « tere. 
To  (eke  out  my  love  and  %11  iny  fwetoetj 
I  wolde  he  wyft  Vhat  mortal  liovinet 
About  min  herte  renewith  mpre  vA  nf re» 
Than  wolde  he  nat  kepe  pite  loBg  in  ftfii^ 

Withoutin  him  I  may  not  longe  encSuie, 
His  love  £p  (ore  workith  within  my  brtft. 
And  er  I  wepe  before  this  fopuUive 
Sighing  ful  fore,  at  mine  herte  ib  J  le  ybrcft ; 
During  my  lyfe  I  ft»»l  obtaine  no  reft. 
But  mouroe  and  wepe  where  that  evir  I  gp^ 
Making  complaint  of  al  my  mwtal  wo. 

Fad  I  crie,  but  there  it  no  audicme* 
My  comming  hidir  wat  him  for  toplefe. 
My  foule  opprell  is  here  with  his  ahfiuice; 
Alas,  he  lift  not  fet  mine  herte  in  efe ! 
Wherfore  to  paine  my  ^Uc  with  al  diieie 
I  ihal  not  fpare  tyl  he  take  me  to  grace, 
Or  ellis  I  ihal  fterve  here  in  this  place. 

Bat  ooit  if  that  1  might  with  him  fpeke 
It  were  al  my  joy,  with  parfite  plefaunce; 
5>o  that  I  might  to  hini  myoe  herte  breke 
I  ihulde  anone'  devoide  al  my  grevauoce. 
For  he'  is  the  blilTc  of  very  recreauacei 
But  now,  alas !  I  can  notliixig  4o  ib. 
For  in  ilede  of  joy  naught  have  \  but  wo* 

Hit  noble  corfe  within  min  hert'is  rot^ 
Depe  is  ygravid,  whiche  (hal  nevir  flake » 
No  we  it  he  gone,  to  what  place  I  nc  wo^^s 
1  mourne,  I  wepe,  and  al  is  for  his  fake  : 
Si  thin  he  is  pafte  here  a  vowe  I  make 
With  hertely  promifc,,aod  tlierto  me  biode^ 
Nevir  to  cefe  til  that  1  may  him  finde. 

Unto  his  mothir  I  thinke  for  to  go. 
Of  her  haply  fomc  comfortc  may  I  take; 
But  ope  thtnge  yet  me  fcrith  and  no  mo, 
Yf  that  I  any  mencion  of  him  make 
or  my  wordis  l&e  wolde  trimble^and  quake ; 
And  who  coudc  her  blame,  (he  having  but  oac? 
The  fonnc  bi^rac  away  the  mou^r  w,ol  aw^C- 
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Sorowet  many  hath  Ihe  fufirid  trewly 
Sith  that  (he  firft  coi\ceivid  him  and  bare, 
ADd  fcvin  thinges  there  be  mofl  fpedaUy 
That  drowoith  her  hert  in  forowe  and  care. 
Yet  lo  !  in  no  wife  noaye  they  not  compare 
With  this  one  now,  the  whiche  if  that  ihe  kn^w 
She  wolde  her  painis  everichone  ^cncwe^ 
Gret  was  her  forowe  by  mennis  (aiyug 
>Vhan  in  the  temple  Simeon  Juftus 
Shewid  to  her  thefe  wordts,  propheiiyng, 
TVttfOT  mmimam  ptrtratifikit  gladiut; 
Alfo  whan  Herode,  that  tyraont  furious, 
licr  childe  porfuid  in  every  place ; 
For  hit  life  went  neithir  mercy  ne  grace. 

She  oKHimid  fore  whan  that  (he  knewc  him  gone ; 
Full  longe  (he  foaght  or  (he  him  founde  ayen ; 
Whan  he  went  to  df  th  his  croflfe  him  upon 
It  was  to  her  fight  a  full  rewful  painc ; 
Whan  ht  hong  theron  betwene  thevis  twaine. 
And  the  fpere  unto  his  herte  thruft  was  right. 
She  fwounid,  and  to  the  grounde  there  ypigbt : 

Whan  ded  and  blody  in  her  lappe  lay 
His  bllfled  body,  bothe  handes  and  fete  al  tore. 
She  cryid  out  and  faid.  Now,  welaway ! 
Thus  arayid  was  nevir  man  before : 
Whan  haft  was  made  his  body  to  be  bore 
Unto  fcpulture  here  for  to  remaine 
Unnethis  for  wo  (he  coude  her  fuftaine. 

The  forowes  fcvin  like  fwerdes  every  one 
Ilismothir's  herte  woundid  fro  fyde  to  fyde. 
But  if  (he  knewe  her  fonn^  thus  ygone, 
Out  of  this  worlde  (he  (huld  with  dcth  yride. 
For  care  (1^  coude  no  lengir  here  abide, 
Having  no  more  joy  nor  confolacioun 
Than  I  here  (landing  in  this  ftacioun  : 

Whcrforc  her  to  fe  F  dare  nat  prefume ; 
Fro  her  prcfence  I  wol  my  fclte  refraine ; 
Yet  had  I  levir  to  dye  and  confume 
Than  his  mothir  (hulde  have  any  more  paine, 
Ncth^lcshcr  fonoe  1  wolde  fc  ful  fainc; 
His  prcfence  waa  very  joyc  and  fwetnes, 
Hisabfcnce  is  but  forowe*  and  hevinc(re. 

There  is  no  more,(ith  I  may  him  nat  mete 
Whom  I  defire  above  al  othir  thing ; 
Ncdc  I  rauft  take  the  fouir  with  the  fwete, 
For  of  'his  noble  corOc  I  here  no  tiding ; 
Ful  of  tin  I  crie,  and  my  handis  wring. 
Myne  herte,  alas !  relcntith  al  in  paine, 
Whiche  wol  ybraftin  both  (inewe  and  vaine. 
A  1m,  howe'  unhappy  was  this  woful  hour 
Whcrin  is  thus  mifpendid  my  fervice ! 
For  min  enient  and  eke  my  true  labour 
To  none  cffcde  may  come  in  any  wife ; 
Alas  !  I  thinke  if  he  do  me  difpife. 
And  lift  not  take  my  (imple  obfcrvaunce. 
There  is  no  more,  but  deth  is  my  fioaunce. 

I  have  him  called,y^i/  nom  rej^mdtt  mibi, 
Whcrfore  my  mirth  is  toumid  to  mourning  ; 
O,  my  dcre  Lord  !  qmiJ  mall  feel  tiii. 
That  me  to  comforte  1  finde  no*  erthly  thbg  ? 
Alas!  have  compailion  of  my  criyng; 
Yf  fro  tue  fdj*m  tuam  abfcamdls 
There  is  no  more  but  confumen  wu  w. 
Vol.  I. 


Within  myne  hert  is  groundid  thy  figure. 

That  al  this  world'is  horrible  tourmcnt 

May'  it  tot  afwagc,  it*  is  fo  without  mcfur^. 

It  is  fo  brcnning,  it  is  fo  fervent  :■ 

Remembir,  Lorde,  1  have  ben  diligenC 

Evir  the  to  plefe  onely  and  no  mo  \ 

Myne  herte  is  with  the  where  (b  cr  I  go.       ^ 
Thcrfore,  my  derc^  darling !  traht  m^  p^  /f. 

And  lette  me  not  ftandin  thus  defoUte ; 

^ia  Mon  efl  qui  confuUtur  wr, 

Myne  herte  for  the  is  fo  difconfojate. 

My  paines  alfo  nothing  me  moderate ; 

Nowe  if  it  liil  the  to  fpcke  with  me*  alyve 

Come  in  haft ;  my  herte  afondir  will  rive. 
To  the  I  prolir,  lo  j  my  pore  fervice, 

The  for  to  plefe  aftir  mine  owne  entent; 

I  oftre*  here,  as  in  devout  (acrifice. 

My  boxe  replete  with  precious  oynti^ent, 

Myne  eyin  tw<^iQc  weping  fufficient, 

Myne  herte  with  anguifke  fulfilled  is,  alas ! 

My  foule  eke  rcdy  for  love  out  to  pas. 
Naught  ellis  have  I  the  to  plefe  or  pay. 

For  if  min  herte  were  golde  or  precious  ftonc 
It  (hulde  be  thine  witliout  any  delay. 
With  hertely  chcre  thou  (hulde  have  it  anone. 
Why  fuffrift  thou  me  than  to  ftande  alone  \ 

Thou  haft  I  trowc  ray  weping  in  difdaine. 
Or  els  thouJuiowift  nat  what  is  ray  paine. 

If  thou  ^thdrawe  thy  noble  daliaunce 
For  ought  that  evir  I  difplcfid  the. 
Thou  knowcft  right  wel  it  is  but  ignoraunc^ 
And  of  no  knowlege  for  a  certainte ; 
If  r  have  offcndid,  Lorde,  forgive  it  me; 
Gladde  I  am  for  to  make  liil  repenuunce 
Of  all  thing  that  hath  bci)  to  thy  grevaunce. 
Myne  hcrtc,  alas !  fwdlith  within  my  bred. 
So  fore  oppre(l  with  anguiihe  and  with  payucs 
That  al  to  pccis  forfothe  it  wol  breft 
But  if  I  fe  thy  hlyffid  corfe  agalne ; 
For  lyfe  ue  deth  i  can  nat  me  refraine  : 
If  that  thou  make  delay  thou  maift  be  fure 
Myne  hert  wol  Icpe  into  this  fcpulture. 

Alas,  my  Lorde,  why  fareft  thou  thus  with  me ! 
My  tribulacion  yet  have  in  minde ; 
Where  is'thy  mercy?  where  is  thy  pite? 
Whiche  evil  1  truftid  in  the  to  finde  : 
Sometime  thou  were  to  me  both  gode  and  kinde; 
Lette  it  plefe  the  my  prayir  to  accept, 
Whiche  with  my  teris  1  have  here  bewept. ' 
On  me  tkou  ought i ft  to  have  very  routh, 
Sith  for  the  onely  is  al  this  mourning. 
For  fith  I  to  the  plighiiJ  fitfte  my  trouthc, 
I  ncvir  viryid  with  ditcordiog. 
And  that  knowift  thou  beft  my  owne  darling ! 
Why  conftrainift  thou  me  thus  for  to  wajlc  \ 
My  wo  forfothe  can  the  nothing  availe. 

I  have  eadurid  without  variaunce. 
Right  as  thou  knowft,  thy  lovir  juft  and  trew. 
With  hert  and  thought  aye  at  thyn  ordinauocc^ 
Lykc  to  the  faphire,  alwaye  in  one  hewe ; 
I  nevir  woulde  chaungin  the  for  no  newe  : 
Why  withdrawift  thou  the  fro  my  prelence, 
Sithins  al  my  thought  is  for  thine  nbfcAce  \ 
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With  licrt  inticr»  fwetc  Lordc  !  I  eric  to  the, 
incline  thine  crcs  to  my  pcticioun. 
And  COfnc  velecitcr  exaudi  me  ; 
Rcmcmbrc  mine  hcrt'is  difpoficiouir. 
It  may  not  cndore  in  this  condlcioun, 
Thcrfore  out  of  thcfc  paines  UBtra  me. 
And  whcre'thoo  arte  ponemejuxta  te. 

Let  me  bcKoldc,  o  Jefu  !  thy  blilTcd  face. 
Thy  faire  thy  glorious  angelike  vifage  ; 
Bowe  thine  eris  to  my  complaint,  a7a» ! 
For  to  convey  me  out  of  this  wode  rage  : 
Alas,  my  Lorde !  take  f>o  me  this  dommage ; 
•to  my  d&flrc  for  mercy  condifccnde, 
lor  non  bat  thou  may  my  grevaunce  amci*de» 

Now  yet,  gode  Lorde  ?  f  the  bcfech  and  pray,. 
As  thou  raifid  my  brothfir  Lazarous 
From  deth  to  life,  that  upon  the  fourth  day 
Came  ayeri  ittbody  and  foule  precious, 
As  gret  a  thing  maift  thou  fllcwc  umo  u» 
Of  thy  fdf  by  powirof  thy  godhed 
As  thcu  dyd  of  him  lyingc  in  grave  dcd. 

Mync  hcrt  is  vroundid  with  thy  charite^ 
It  brcAnith,  it  flamith,  inceflauntly ; 
Come,  my  dcre  Lorde  \  ad  adjuvu/tdum  me ; 
Nowe^Bc  nof  Ibnge,  my  paine  to  multiplie,. 
Left  in  the  mene  time  1  dcparte  and  die  : 
In  thy  grace  I  put  hope  and  con^deoce 
To  do  as  plefith  tfty  magnificence. 

Flodis  of  dethe  and  tribulacioun 
Into  my  foule  I  fele  entrid  fid  depe, 
Alas,  (ftat  here*^  is  oo  confolaciomi  I 
Kvir  1  waile,  evir  I  moume  and  wepf , 
And forow* hfsth  woundid  myn  hcrt  fiildepc  : 

0  dere  love  '  no  marvaile  though  that  I  die, 
SsgitUt  fuM  injixdi fitnt  mihu 

Wandringe  in  this  place,  as  in  wildimelTe, 
No  comfortc  have  I  ne  yet  affurauncc, 
X)cfolate  of  joysy replete  with  faintncfle, 
No'  anlwcre  rcccving  of  mine  enquiraunco, 
Myne  hertc  aHb  grcvid  withr  difplcDumce, 
tS'hcrfott !  may  ft  ye,  ODevSf  Dctu  / 
JVc/i  eji  dclorjfevt  dbior  mens, 

Myne  hert  espreiHth  quU  diUxi  tmihum^ 

1  may  nat  endure  although  I  wold  faine, 
?or  Tioyr  f9ium  fuferejl fepytcbrum^ 

I  know  it  right  wel  by  my  hugd  paim;. 
And'  thusfor  love  1  may  nor  life  fuilaine  r 
But,  o  my  God  !  I-  mule  what  aylith  the, 
^u'>dftc  repenti  pracifiiat  me, 

i\la%!  Ife*  it  wil  none  othiiwifcbe, 
Kowc  muft  I  take  my  leve  ferevirmore. 
This  fore  pain«  hath  almoft  diTcomfite  me. 
My  love's  corfc  1  can  in  no  wife  r«i\orc ; , 
Ala9t6  this  w&  that  er  I  was  bore ! 
Here  at  tbii  tombc  nowc  muft  I  die  and  flarrc, 
Deth  is  abouttn  my  hcrt  for  to  carve. 

My  tcflament  I  wo}^  begin  to  make; 
To  (y»>d  the-  Fathir  my  foule  I  commcndc, 
T«  ^fu  my  love,  that  died  for  my  fake. 
My  hcrteand  al  both  1  gyve  and  yftrdc, 
In  whofe  dcre  lovr  my  lyfe  ymakith  eiide. 
My  btkly  alfo  to  thir  monument 
I  here  Wqneth,  bothe  boxe  and  oyntCment, 


Of  al  my  willcs,  lo !  nowc  I  male  iht  laft"; 
Right  in  this  place  within  this  fepulture 
1  woU  be  buried  whan  Tm  ded  and  paft. 
And  on  my  g^ve  1  wol  have  this  fcripture, 
Het  e  xvitLin  rtjiiib  a  gtfily  cretwre^ 
ChriJIh  true  iovir^  Marj  Magdala'ne^ 
Wbcff^trte  for  love  ybraeke  in  pecis  twaJnr, 

Ye  vertuoQS  women,  tendir  of  nature, 
Ful  of  pite  and  of  compalCon, 
Refortc  I  pray  you  to  my  fepulture 
To  finge  my  dirge  with  grete  dcvodon, 
Shewe  your  charite*  in  this  condicion ; 
Sing  with  pite  and  let  your  herti»  wcpc, 
Remembring  I- am  ded,  and  layd  to  flepc : 

Than  whan  that  ye  begin  to  parte  me  fro, 
And  endid  have  your  mourning  obfcrvaunce, 
Remembre  where  lb  evir  that  ye  go 
Alway  to  ferche  and  make  due  cnqnirauxru 
Aftir.  my  love,  mine  hert 'is  faftloauQce, 
In  every  towne  and  in  every  village, 
If  y  «  may  here  of  his  noble  ymagc ; 

And  if  it  happe  by  any  grace  at  lade 
That  ye  my  trew  love  findc  in  any  coft, 
Say  that  his  Magdaleine  i^  ded  and  pajle, 
For  his  pute  love  hath  yeldid  up  the  god; 
Say  that  of  al  thing  I  lovid  him  moft,     . 
And  that  I  ne  might  not  this  deth  cfchewe, 
My  painis  foforc  dytl  evir  renewe. 

And*  in  tokin  of  love  perpetual, 
Whan  I  am  buried  in  this  pHce  prefcnt. 
Take  out  myne  hert,  the  very  rote  and  al. 
And  dofe  it  within  this  bc«e  of  oyntmcnt. 
To  my  dete  love  make  thcrof  a  prefent, 
Rneling  downe  with  wordis  lamentable 
Do  your  mtflage,  fpcke  faire  and  trctuble : 

Say  that  to  him  my  fe)fin  I  commende 
A  thoufand  timis,  and  with  hcrte  fo  ire 
This  povir  tokin  fay  to  him  I  fende, 
PlcfiUi  his  godencfie  to  take  it  in  grc. 
It  i^  his  owne  of  right,  it  is  his  fe, 
Whiche  he  aflcid  whan  he  faid  longc  before 
Gyve  me  thy  hert  and  I  defire  no  more. 

Adue,  my  Lorde  !  my  love  fa  faire  of  fice* 
Adue,  my  turtle  dove  fo  freftie  of  hue ! 
Aduc,  my  mirtlie  !  adue,  al  my  folace ! 
Adue,  alas!   my  Saviour  Lorde  Jefu  '. 
Adue,  the  gentiUift  that  cr  I  knewet 
Aduc,  my  moft  excellent  paramour  ! 
Fairir  than  rofe,fwetir  than  iylly  flour! 

Adue,  my  hope  of  plefure  eternal ! 
My  lyfe,  my  wclth,  and  my  profperitc  f 
M;?c  herte  of  golde,  my  pcrlc  oriental  I 
Myne  adamant  of  parfitc  charite  ! 
My  chcfc  icfugc  and  my  fciycite  1 
My  comforte  and  my  recreacioun  ! 
Farcwcl,  my  perpetual  fulvacioun  ! 

Faicwcl,  mine  cmperour  celeiHal ! 
And  moft  beautiful  prince  of  al  mankindef 
Adue,  my  Lord  !  of  hert  moftc  lybcral! 
Furewel,  my  fwctifc  bothc  ibulc  and  minde  \ 
So  loving  a  fpoufc  ihal  I  nevir  findc  J 
Aduc,  my  fovcraiuc,  very  gcntilman  ! 
Farewell  dgtc  hcrtc  \  as  hcitely  a».l  can. 
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THE  LAMENTACION 
Thy  wordUs  cloquentc  flowinge  io  fwetnelTe 
Shal  no  more,  alas !  my  minde  rccoinforte, 
Whcrfore  my  life  ipuft  cnde  in  bittirnc0i:. 
For  in  this  worldc  Ihal  I  nevir  refortc 
To  the,  whichc  was  mine  hevinly  difporte; 
I  fe,  alas !  it  wol  none  othir  be  : 
Nowe  farewel,  the  grounde  of  al  dignite ! 

Adne,  the  fairift  that  crir  was  bore ! 
Alas,  I  may  nat  fc  your  blelBd  face  ! 
Nowe  wclaway  that  I  flial  fc  no  more 
Thy  bleflid  vilage,  fo  replete  with  grace, 
Wheria  is  printid  my  parfite  folacc  ! 
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Adue,  mine  hcrt*is  rote  and  al  for  cvtt ! 
Nowe  farith  wcl,  I  mnft  from  the  difcerer ! 

My  foulc  for  anguiflic  is  nowe  ful  thruily; 
I  faint,  I  faint,  right  fore  for  hcvinet ; 
My  JLorde,  my  fpoufe !   eUr  me  dereliquifii  T 
Sith  I  for  the  fuflre  al  this  diftreffe 
What  caufith  the  to  feme  thus  mercilelTe  I 
Sith  it  the  plefeth  of  me  to  make  an  cnde 
In  tiumui  tMM  my  fpirite  I  commcnde. 
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WRITTEN  BY  GEOFFERY  CHAUCER. 


TBC  ARGOMtNT. 

A  gentlewoman  out  of  an  arbour  in  i  grove  feeth  a  great  company  of  knights  and  ladies  in  a  dance 
upon  the  green  grafs,  the  which  being  ended,  they  all  kneel  down  and  do  honour  to  the  daifie,  fome 
tb  the  Flower,  and  fome  to  the  Leaf :  afterward  this  gentlewoman  leameth  by  one  of  thefe  ladies 

'  the  meaning  hereof,  wliich  is  this ;  they  which  honour  the  Flower,  a  thing  fading  with  every 
Waft,  are  fuch  as  look  after  beauty  and  wordly  pleafure,  but  they  that  honour  the  I^eaf,  which 
mbideth  with  the  root  notwithftanding  the  frofts  and  winter  ftorms,  are  they  which  follow  virtue 
and  during  qualities)  without  regard  of  worldly  refpeds. 


^^BiN  that  Phoebus  his  chair  of  gold  to  hie 
Had  whirlid  up  the  fterrie  (ky  aloft. 
And  in  'he  Bole  was  cntrid  certainly. 
When  ^  uris  fotc  of  rain  defcendid  foft, 
Caufing  the  ground  feli  timis  and  oft 
Up  for  to  give  many  an  wholcfome  air. 
And  every  plain  was  ycloihid  faire 

With  new^  grene,  and  makith  fmal-^  flours 
To  fpringin  here  and  there  in  field  and  medc. 
So  very  gode  and  wholcfome  be  the  (hours. 
That  they  rcnewin  that  was  old  and  dcdc 
In  wintir  time,  and  out  of  every  fede 
Springith  the  herbe,  fo  that  every  wight 
Of  this  fefon  wexith  richt  glade  and  licht ; 

And  I  fo  gladd  of  the  fefon  fwcte. 
Was  happid  thus ;  upon  a  certain  night 
As  I  lay  in  my  bed  fiepe  full  unmcte 
Was  unto  me,  but  why  that  I  ne  might 
Reft  I  ne  wift,  for  there  n'as  crthly  wight 
[As  I  fuppofe]  had  more  of  hcrtis  efe 
Than  1,  for  I  n*ad  fickncffe  nor  difefe; 
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Wherefore  I  mervaile  gretly  of  my  felf 
That  I  fo  long  withoutin  flcpc  lay. 
And  up  I  rofe  thre  hour  is  zhW  twelfe. 
About  the  fpringing  of  the  gladfome  day. 
And  on  I  put  my  gear  and  mine  aray. 
And  to  a  plefaunt  grove  I  gan  to  pas 
Long  or  the  bright  fonn^  uprifin  was. 

In  which  were  okis  grete,  ftreight  as  a  line, 
Undir  the  which  the  grafs  fo  freflie  of  hew 
Was  newly  fprong,  and  an  eight  fotc  or  nine 
Ev<?ry  tre  well  fro  his  fellow  grew. 
With  braunchis  brode  ladtn  with  levis  new. 
That  fprongin  oot  agen  the  fonne  (hene. 
Some  very  rede,  and  fonw  a  glad  light  grerc. 

Which  [as  mc  thought]  was  a  right  plefaunt 
And  eke  the  birdis  fongis  for  to  here  [fight ; 

Would  have  rejoifid  any  crthly  wight. 
And  I,  that  couth  not  yet  in  no  manere 
Herin  the  nightingale  of  all  the  yere» 
Full  bufily  herk*nid  with  hert  and  ere 
If  1  her  voice  pcrcevc  could  any  w  here  ; 
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And  at  the  laft  a  path  of  litil  brede 
1  found,  that  gretly  had  not  afid  be. 
For  it  forgrowin  was  with  grafs  and  wcde, 
Thut  well  unnethis  a  wight  might  it  fe ; 
Thought  I,  this  path  fomc  whidir  doth  parde ; 
And  fo  I  foUowid  till  it  me  brought 
To  a  right  plcfaunt  hcrbir  wcl  ywrought. 

Which  that  benchid  was,  and  with  turfis  new 
Frcfljly  turvid,  whereof  the  greno  grafs 
So  (mall,  fo  thick,  fo  fhort,  fo  hcih  of  hew. 
That  moft  like  to  grenc  woU  wot  i  it  was; 
The  heggc  alfo,  that  ycdin  in  compas, 
^nd  dofid  in  all^  the  grene  herbere, 
With  fycamor  was  fct  and  eglatcrc 

Within,  in  fere  fo  well  and  cunningly. 
That  every  braunch  and  lefe  grew  by  mefure 
Plain  as  a  bord,  of  an  height  by  and  by ; 
1  fe  nevir  a  thing  [I  you  enfure] 
So  well  ydone,  for  he  that  tokc  the  cure 
It  for  to  make  [I  trnwe]  did  all  his  peine 
To  make  it  pas  all  tho  that  men  hare  feine. 

And  Ihapin  was  this  herber  rofe  and  all 
As  is  a  pretty  parlour,  and  alfo 
The  hcgge  is  thick  as  is  a  caftil  wall, 
That  who  that  lift  without  to  Aond  or  go, 
Thogh  he  wold  all  day  pryin  to  and  fro 
He  ihould  nor  fe  if  there  were  any  wight 
Within  or  no,  but  one  within  well  might 

Pcrceve  all  tho  that  ycin  there  without 
Into  the  field,  that  was  on  every  fide 
CoverM  with  corn  and  grafs,  that  out  of  doubt 
Tho  one  would  fekin  all  the  worlds  wide 
So  rich  a  feldc  could  not  be  efpyde 
Upon  no  coft,  as  of  the  quantity, 
For  of  aiW  godc  thing  there  was  plenty. 

And  1,  that  all  thefe  plefaunt  fightis  fe, 
Thought  fuddainly  I  felt  fo  fwete  an  air 
Of  the  eglenter.,that  certainly 
'Jhcrt  is  no  hert [I  dfmc]in  fuch  difpair, 
Ne  yet  with  thoughtis  froward  and  contraire 
So  overlaid,  but  it  (hould  fone  have  bote 
If  it  had  onLs  felt  this  favour  fote. 

And  as  1  ftode  and  caft  afide  mine  eye 
I  was  ware  of  the  fairift  mcdler  trc 
That  evir  yet  in  all  my  life  I  fe, 
Ai  full  of  bioflbmis  as  it  might  be. 
Therein  a  goldfinch  leping  pretily 
From  bough  to  bough,  and  as  him  lift  he  ete 
Here  and  there  of  buddis  and  flouris  fwcte. 

And  to  the  herbir  fide  was  adjoyning 
This  fairift  tre  of  which  1  have  you  told, 
And  at  the  laft  the  bird  began  to  fing 
[  Whan  he  had  etin  what  he  etin  would] 
So  pafiing  fwctely  that  by  many  fold 
It  was  more  plefaunt  than  I  couth  devife ; 
And  whan  his  fong  was  endid  in  this  wife 

The  nightingale  with  fo  mcry  a  note 
Anfwerid  him,  that  allc  the  wode  yrong 
So  fodainly,  that  as  it  were  a  fote 
I  ftode  aftonied,  and  was  with  the  fong 
Thorow  raviftiid,  that  till  late  and  long 
I  ne  wiiib  in  what  place  I  was  ne  where, 
Ayen  mcthought  (he  fong  e*cn  by  mine  ere  : 


Wherefore  I  watted  about  bnfily 
On  every  fide  if  I  hei>  might  fe. 
And  at  the  laft  1  gan  full  well  efpy 
Where  ftie  fate  in  a  frefti  grene  laury  trc, 
On  the  furthir  fide  cvin  right  by  me. 
That  gave  fo  pafiSng  a  delicious  fmell. 
According  to  the  eglantere  fbll  well; 

Whereof  I  had  lo  inly  grete  plefure. 
As  methought  I  furely  raviftiid  w«s 
Into  Paradife,  wherein  mydefire 
Was  for  to  be,  and  no  ferthir  to  pas 
As  for  that  day,  and  on  the  fote  grafs^ 
I  fiit  me  down,  for  as  for  mine  entent 
The  birdis  fong  was  more  convenient 

And  more -plefaunt  to  me  by  many  foM 
Than  mete  or  drink,  or  any  othir  thing. 
Thereto  the  herbir  was  fo  frefli  and  cold. 
The  wholfome  favours  eke  fo  comforting. 
That  [as  I  demid]  fith  the  begiiming 
Of  the  worlds  was  nevir  feen  er  than 
So  plefaunt  a  ground  of  none  erthly  man. 

And  as  I  fat  the  birdis  herkening  thus, 
Methought  that  1  herd  voicit  fuddainly. 
The  moft  fwetift  and  moft  delicious 
That  evir  any  wight  I  trow  trewly 
Herdin  in  ther  life,  for  the  armony 
And  fwete  accord  was  in  fo  gode  mufikc 
That. the  voicis  to  angels  moft  were  like* 

At  the  laft  out  of  a  grove  evin  by 
[That  was  right  godely  and  plefaunt  to  fight] 
I  fe  where  there  came  finging  luftily 
A  world  of  ladies,  but  to  tell  aright 
Ther  beauty  grete  lyith  not  in  my  mightf 
Ne  ther  array ;  ncvirthclefs  I  (hall 
Tell  you  a  part,  tho*  I  fpeke  not  of  all : 

The  furcots  white  of  velvet  well  fittinf 
They  werin  clad,  and  the  femis  eche  ontj 
As  it  werin  a  mannir  gamifiiing. 
Was  fet  with  emeraudis  one  and  one 
By  and  by,  but  many  a  richc  ftone    ' 
Was  fet  on  the  purfilis  out  of  dout 
Of  coUours,  fieves,  and  trainis,  round  ahotit ; 

As  of  grete  pcrlis  round  and  orient, 
And  diamondis  fine  and  rubys  red. 
And  many  othir  ftone  of  which  I  went 
The  namis  now ;  and  everich  on  her  hede 
A  rich  fret  of  goM,  which  withoutin  drcde 
Was  full  of  ftat  Jy  rich  ftonys  fet. 
And  ev<?ry  lady  had  a  chapclet 

On  ther  liedls  of  braunchis  frefti  and  grene. 
So  wele  ywrought,  and  {6  marveloufly. 
That  it  was  a  right  noble  fight  to  fene. 
Some  of  laurir,  and  fome  full  plefauntly 
Had  chapelets  of  wodebind,  and  fiidly 
Some  of  agnus  caftus  werin  alfo, 
Chaplets  frefti ;  but  there  were  many  of  tho 

That  dauncid  and  eke  fong  full  fobirly. 
But  all  they  yede  in  maner  of  compace ; 
But  one  there  yede  in  mid  the  company 
Sole  by  herfclf ;  but  all  follow *d  the  pace 
That  (he  kept,  whofe  hevinly  figured  fecc 
So  plcfaunt  was,  and  her  wele  fliape  perfon, 
That  of  beauty  (he  paft  them  everichone, 
Lliij 
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And  more  richly  bcfccn  by  manyfold 
.'  he  was  alfo  in  every  manir  thing ; 
Upon  her  hede  full  plefaunt  to  behold 
A  coron  of  gc>d  rich  for  any-king, 
A  braunch  of  agnus  cailus  eke  bering 
In  her  hand,  and  to  my  fight  trclvil^ 
She  lady  was  of  all  the  company ; 

And  fliQ  began  a  roundel!  luftiiy 
That  Sus  U/oyU  de  vert  may  men  call 
Bine  t2J*  monjoly  caur  eji  endormy^ 
And  than  the  company  anfwerid  all. 
With  voicis  fwete  cntnnid  and  fo  fmall. 
That  methought  it  the  fwetcft  melody 
That  cvir  I  herd  in  my  life  fothly. 

And  thus  they  all  came  dauncing  and  Ibging 
Into  the  middis  of  the  mede  echone 
JBcfore  the  hcrbir  where  I  was  fitting. 
And  God  wot  1  thought  I  was  well  bigone. 
For  than  I  might  avife  them  one  by  one 
Who  fairift  was,  who  bcft  could  dance  or  fing, 
Or  who  moft  womanly  was  in  all  thing. 

They  had  not  dauncid  but  a  little  throw 
When  that  1  herd  not  fer  of  fodainly 
So  grete  a  noife  of  thundering  trumpb  blow 
As  though  it  (hould  have  departid  the  ikie. 
And  aftir  that  within  a  while  I  fie 
From  the  fame  grove  where  the  ladies  came  out 
Of  men  ofarmis  coming  fuch  a  rout 

As  all  men  on  ei;th  had  hen  aifemblid, 
04  that  place  well  horfid  for  the  nonis, 
Stering  fo  f^(l  that  all  the  erth  tremblid ; 
^ut  for  to  fpeke  of  richts  and  ilonis, 
And  n/en  and  horfe,  I  trow  the  large  wonii 
Of  Pretir  John,  nc  all  his  trefory, 
Might  not  unneth  have  bought  the  tenth  party. 

Of  ^eir  array  whofo  lid  to  here  more, 
I  (hall  rchcrfe  fo  as  T  can  a  lite. 
Out  of  the  grove  that  I  fpeke  of  before 
1  fe  come  firH,  all  in  their  clokis  white, 
A  company  that  wore  for  thcr  dcUte 
Chap^lets  fre(b  of  okis  fcrial 
But  newly  fprong,  and  trumpcu  were  they  all ; 

On  every  trump  banging  a  brode  bannerc 
Of  fine  tartarium,  full  richly  bete, 
Every  trumpet  his  iord'is  armis  here 
About  "ther  neckis,  with  grcte  perlis  fete, 
Collins  brode,  for  coft  they  wou*d  not  Icte, 
As  it  would  fccm,  for  ther  fcochpns  echone 
Were  fct  about  with  many  a  precious  ftonc ; 

Ther  horfis  hameis  was  all  white  alio; 
And  afiir  them  next  in  one  company 
Camin  Icingis  at  armis  and  no  mo. 
In  clokis  of  white  cloth  with  gold  richly, 
Chaplets  of  grcnc  on  thcr  beds  on  hyc, 
The  crownis  that  they  on  ther  Xcofchons  here 
Wi^rc  Tct  with  perl,  and  ruby,  and  faphere. 

And  eke  gi*etc  diamondis  many  one ; 
But  all  ther  hprfis  harneis  and  other  gerc 
Was  in  a  futc  according  everichone. 
As  ye  have  herd  the  forcfaid  trumpets  were. 
And  hyfeming  thty  weic  nothing  to  lere,  * 
Anc^rhcr  guiding  they  did  ^o  manirly ; 
Aiui  altir  them  canic  a  gra  company   " 


Of  heraudeis  and  purfevauntis  eke, 
Arrayid  in  clothis  of  white  velvet. 
And  hardily  they  were  nothing  to  fcke 
How  they  on  them  fhouldin  the  harneis  fit, 
An^  every  man  had  on  a  chapelct, 
Sc  otchonis  and  eke  horfe  harneis  in  dede 
They  had  in  fute  of  them  that  'fore  them  ycdc- 

Next  after  thcfe  appere  in  armour  bright. 
All  fave  ther  hedis,  femely  knightis  nine. 
And  every  clafp  and  nail,  as  to  my  fight. 
Of  ther  harneis  were  of  red  gold  fo  fine, 
With  cloth  of  gold,  and  furrid  with  ermine. 
Were  the  t^ppouris  of  their  ftedis  ftrong. 
Both  wide  and  large,  that  to  the  ground  did  hong; 

And  every  bofs  of  bridle  and  paitrel 
That  they  had  on  was  worth,  as  I  woold  wene, 
A  thoufand  pound ;  and  on  ther  hedis  well 
Drt  Rid  were  crounis  of  the  lauf  ir  grene. 
The  heft  ymade  that  evir  I  had  fenc; 
And  every  knight  had  aftir  him  riding 
Thre  henchmen,  ftill  upon  him  awaiting ; 

Of  which  every  (fixll)  on  a  ihort  trunchon 
His  lord'is  helmet  bore  fo  richly  dight 
That  the  worft  of  them  was  worth  the  ranXbone 
Of  any  king;  the  fecood  a  fhield bright 
Bare  at  his  back ;  the  thred  barin  upright 
A  mighty  fpere,  full  (harp  yground  and  kcne. 
And  evt  ry  child  ware  of  levis  grenc 

A  fre(h  chap'let  upon  his  hairb  bright ; 
And  clokis  white  of  fine  velvet  tbey  wtfrc, 
I'her  fiedis  trappid  and  arayid  right, 
Without  difference  as  ther  lordis  were ; 
And  aftir  them  on  many*  a  fre(h  courlere 
There  came  of  arm  id  knightis  fuch  a  rout 
That  they  bcfprad  the  large  field  about ; 

And  all  they  wcrin,  aftir  ther  degrees, 
Chapp^lctsnew,  or  made  of  laurir  grenc. 
Or  fome  of  oke,  or  fome  of  othir  trees. 
Some  in  ther  hondis  barin  boughis  fliene, 
Son}e  of  laurir,  and  fome  of  okis  bene. 
Some  r.f  ha>ythome,  and  fome  of  the  wodcbiod* 
And  many  mo  which  I  have  not  in  mind. 

And  (b  they  came  ther  horfe  frelhly  ftirriog 
With  bloudy  (bwnis  of  ther  trompis  loud ; 
There  fc  I  many*  an  uncouth  difgutfing 
In  the  array  qf  thiikr  knightis  proud ; 
And  at  the  laft  as  evenly  as  they  coud 
They  toke  thcr  place  in  middis  of  the  mede. 
And  «very  knight  turnid  his  horfis  hede 

To  bib  felow,  and  lightly  laid  a  fpcre 
Into  th9  refi,  and  fo  juflis  began 
On  evVry  part  aboutin  here  ^d  there ;       [mao. 
Some  brake  his  fpere,  fome  threw  down  boric  and 
About  the  fcldc  aftray  the  (ledis  ran  ; 
And  to  behold  their  rule  and  govirnaunce 
I  you  cnfure  it  wa?  a  grete  plcfaunce. 

And  fo"  the  juilis  laft  an  hour  and  more. 
But  tho  that  crownid  were  in  laurir  grenc 
Did  win  the  prife  ;  their  dintis  were  fo  fore 
That  there  was  none  agenft  them  might  fuHen^ 
And  the  jufting  alle  was  left  off  dene ; 
And  fro  thcr  horfe  the  nine  alight  anon* 
And  Cp  did  A\  tli^  rc^maunt  evcrichoAe, 


^HE  Fi-GURK   ANB  T«E  LEAFK. 


313 


And  £orth  they  yede  togidir  twain  and  twain, 
That  to  behold  it  was  a  worthy  fight. 
Toward  the  ladies  on  the  gren^  plain. 
That  fong  and  dauncid,  as  I  faid  now  right ; 
The  ladies  as  fone  as  they  godcly  might 
They  brakin  off  both  the  foi^  and  the  dauncc. 
And  yede  to  mete  them  with  full  glad  femblauuce : 

And  every  lady  toke  full  womanly 
By  the  bond  a  knight,  and  fo  forth  they  yede 
Unto  a  faire  laurir  that  ftode  fail  by, 
With  levis  laid,  the  boughis  of  grete  btede. 
And  to  my  dome  thcr  nevir  was  indede 
A  man  that  had  fene  half  fo  faire  a  tre, 
For  undirncth  it  there  might  well  have  be 

An  hundrid  perfons  at  ther  own  plefaunce 
Shadowid  fro  the  hete  of  Phoebus  bright. 
So  that  they  (houldin  have  felt  no  grevaunce 
Ncithir  for  rain,  ne  haile,  that  them  hurt  might; 
The  favour  eke  rejoice  would  any  wight 
That  bed  be  fick  or  melancholious, 
,  It  was  fo  very  gode  and  vertuous. 

And  with  grete  rcvVcnce  they'enclinid  low 
Unto  the  tre  fo  fote  and  fair  of  hew, 
And  aftir  that  within  a  litil  throw 
They  all  began  to  fyig  and  daunce  of  new; 
Some  fong  of  love,  fome  .plaining  of  uotccw^   . 
Environing  the  tre  that  ftode  upright. 
And  evir  yede  a  lady  and  a  knight. 

And  at  the  lall  1  call  mine  eic  afide« 
And  was  t,  are  of  a  luily  company 
That  canK  roming  out  of  the  felde  wide. 
And  bond  in  bond  a  knight  and  a  lady, 
The  ladies  all  in  furcotes,  that  richly 
Purfilid  were  with  many  a  rich  done. 
And  every  knight  of  grene  ware  mantlis  on, 

Embroulid  ivele,  fo  as  the  furcots  were. 
And  everich  had  a  chapelct  on  her  hed, 
[Which  did  right  welc  upon  the  (hining  here  J 
NIakid  of  gedely  fi«uris  white  and  red. 
The  knightis  eke  that  they  in  honde  led 
In  fate  of  xhem  ware  cbaplets  everichone. 
And  before  them  went  minftrels  many  one. 

As  harpis,  pipis,  Uitis,  and  iautry, 
Alle  in  grene,  and  on  ther  hedis  bare 
Of  diverfe  flouris  made  full  craftily, 
AIL  in  afute,godely  cbaplets  they  ware. 
And  fo  dauncing  into  the  mede  they  fare. 
In  mid  the  vhich  they  fo^ind  a  tuft  that  was 
All  ovirfprad  with  flouris  in  commas. 

Whereto  they  cnclincd  everichone 
With  grete  reverence,  and  that  full  humbly  ; 
And  at  the  lad  there  tho  began  anon 
A  lady  for  to  fing  right  wmuanly 
A  bargarct  in  praifini^  the  daifie, 
For  (us  methought)  among  her  notis  fwetc 
She  faid  5/  tfeuc^  eji  la  AfjrgjrcU  I 

Then  they  aU<^  anfwcrid  her  in  fere 
f>o  paffingly  well  and  fo  pltfauntly, 
That  it  was  a  moft  bli*.fii]l  iioifc  to  here ; 
But  I  *not  how  it  happiJ»  fod*iinly 
As  about  none  the  fonn'fo  fervently 
Waxe  bote  thnt  the  pretty  tindir  Hourcs 
J^Iad  loft  t,hc  beauty  ol  dicir  frtfli  coUours. 


For  ihronke  with  hete  the  ladies  eke  to  breot. 
That  they  ne  wiil  where  they  them  miffht  beftow. 
The  knightis  fwclt,  for  lack  of  fhade  nie  (bent. 
And  aftir  that  within  a  litil  throw 
The  wind  began  fo  fturdily  to  blow 
That  down  goth  all  the  fiowris  everichone. 
So  that  in  all  the  medr  there  bft  not  one. 

Save  fuch  as  fuccoured  were  among  the  levefe 
Fro  every  (lorme  that  mightd  them  ailaile,. 
Growing  undir  the  heggit  and  thick  freves( 
And  aftir  that  there  came  a  ih>nne  of  haile 
And  rain  in  fere,  fo  that  withojutin  faile 
The  ladies  ne  the  knightis  n*ade  o*  thred 
Dry  on  them,  fo  drooping  wet  was  ther  wede. 

And  when  the  ilorme  was  clene  palfid  awa^ 
Tho  in  the  white,  that  ftode  undir  the  tre. 
They  felt  nothing  of  all  the  grete  affray 
That  they  in  grene  without  had  in  ybe; 
1  o  them  they  yede  for  routh  and  for  pite. 
Them  to  comfort  aftir  their |^ete  difefe. 
So  fain  they  were  the  helpleffe  fof  to  cfc,  > 

Than  I  was  ware  how  one  of  them  in  ^cne 
Had  on  a  coron  rich  and  well*fitting, 
Wherefore  I  demid  well  fhe  was  a  quene. 
And  tho  in  grene  on  her  were  awaiting; 
The  ladies  then  in  white  that  were  comipg 
Towardis  them ,  and  the  knightis  in  {ett^ 
Began  to  comfort  them  and  make  them  chere* 

The  quene  in  white,  that  was  ef  grete  bcanty, 
Toke  by  the  honde  the  quene  that  was  in  grene;. 
And  feidc,  Suftir,  I  have  grete  pity 
Of  your  annoy  and -of  your  troublous  tene 
Wherein  ye  and  your  compaay  have  bene 
So  long,  alas  I  and  if  that  it  you  plefe 
To  go  with  me  1  ihall  do  you  the  efe 

In  al  the  plefiire'  that  I  can  or  may  | 
Whereof  that  othir,  humbly  as  fhe  might, 
Thaokid  her,  for  in  right  evil  array 
She  was  with  ilorme  and  hete  I  you  behigbt  | 
And  every  lady  then  anon  right 
That  were  in  white  one  of  them  <oke  in  grene 
By  ihe  bond,  which  when  the  knightis  had  fen« 

In  like  manir  eche  of  them  toke  a  knight 
Clad  in  the  grene,  and  forth  with  them  they  fare 
To  an  ht%%i^  where  that  they  anon  right 
To  makin  thefe  juftis  they  would  not  fpare 
Boughis  to  hew  down,  and  eke  trees  to  iquare. 
Wherewith  they  nude  them  (lately  firis  grete 
To  dry  ther  dothis,  that  were  wringing  wetc  ; 

And  aftir  that  of  herbis  that  there  grew 
They  made  for  bliilirs  of  the  fonne  breqning 
Ointmcntis  very  gode,  wholfome  and  new. 
Where  that  thev  yede  the  fick  fad  anointing; 
And  aftif  that  tney  yede  about  gadring 
Flefant  faladis,  which  they  made  them  ete 
For  to  rcfr(Sfhe  ther  grete  unkindely  hete. 

The  lady  of  the  Lef«!  then  gan  to  priy 
Her  of  the  Floure  [fpr  fo  to  my  fcming 
They  ftic^ld  be  calUd  a*  by  ther  array  [ 
To  foupc  with  her,  and  ckc  for  any  thit^f 
That  (he  fhould  with  her  all  her  pepill  V^gC^ 
And  (he  ayen  in  right  godcly  minere 
Thankith  her  fail  of  her  moft  frcndJy  cher^ 
1- 1  iii| 
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Saying  plainely  that  fhe  would  obay 
With  all  her  hcrt  all  her  commandcmcnt ; 
And  then  anon  without  Icngir  delay 
The  lady  of  the  Lefc  hath  one  yfcnt 
To  bring  a  palfray  aftir  her  intent, 
Arrayid  welc  in  fair  harneis  of  gold, 
For  4)othing  lackid  that  to  him  long  (hold  : 

And  aftir  that  to  all  her  company 
She  made  to  purvey  horfe  and  every  thing 
That  they  nedid,  and  then  full  haflily 
Even  by  the  hcrbir  where  !  was  fittings 
They  paffid  all,  fo  merrily  Unging 
That  it  would  havt  comfortid  any  wight : 
Bui  then  I  ft  a  paffino;  wondir  fight,         ^ 

For  then  the  nightmgale,  that  all  the  day 
Had  in  the  laurir  fete,  and  did  her  might 
The  whole  fervicc  to  fing  longing  to  May, 
All  fodainly  began  to  take  her  flight. 
And  to  the  lady  of  the  Lcfe  forthright 
She  flew,  and  fct  her  on  her  hand  foftly. 
Which  was  a  thing  I  mervail'd  at  gretly. 

The  goldfinch  eke,  that  fro  the  medlar  trc 
Was  fled  for  hetc  unto  the  bufliis  cold, 
Unto  the  lady  of  the  Flowre  gan  fle. 
And  on  her  hond  he  fiit  him  as  he  wold. 
And  plefimntly  hit  wingi^gan  to  fold, 
And  for  to  (ing  they  peine  them  both  as  fore 
As  they  had  do  of  all  the  day  before. 

And  fo  thefe  ladies  rode  forth  a  grete  pace. 
And  all  the  rout  of  knightis  eke  in  fere ; 
And  I  that  had  fene  all  this  wondir  cafe 
Thought  that  I  would  aflay  in  fome  manere 
To  know  fully  the  trouth  of  this  matterc. 
And  what  they  wcre^that  rode  fo  plefauntly : 
And  when  they  were  the  hcrbir  paflid  by 

I  dreil  me  forth,  and  happid  mete  anon 
A  right  fair  lady,  I  do  you  cnfurc, 
And  ihe  came  riding  by  her  felf  alone, 
All^  in  white,  with  femblaunce  full  demure ; 
I  her  faiued,  bad  her  gode  avinture 
Mote  her  befall,  as  I  coud  moft  humbly, 
And  ihe  anfwered,  My  doughtir,  gramercy ! 

Madame,  quoth  I,  if  that  I  durfl  enquere 
Of  you,  I  wold  fain  of  that  company 
Wit  what  they  be  that  palTcd  by  this  harbere. 
And  (he  aycn  ahfwerid  right  frendly, 
M  '  doughtir,  all  tho  that  paflid  hereby 
In  white  clothing  be  fervants  everichone 
Unto  the  Lefe,  and  I  my  felf  am  one. 

Se  ye  not  her  that  crownid  Is  (quod  flic) 
AWi  in  white?  Madame,  then  quod  I, Yes. 
That  is  Dian,  goddefs  of  Chaftity, 
And  foi  bicauie  that  flic  a  maidin  is 
Into  h'  r  hond  the  branch  flie  berith  this 
1  hat  igr.us  caftustnen  call  propirly  ; 
And  al-  the  ladies  in  her  company 

Wh'  r  ye  fc  of  that  herb^  chaplets  were 
Be  fuch  as  han  alwey  kept  maidinhede, 
Ano  a>l  ti'ty  that  of  laurir  chapletsbere 
Be  fufh  as  hardy  were  in  manly  dede, 
VicJo:ioufi»namc  which  ncvir  may  be  dcdc 
Anc  uij  r hey  were  fo  worthy  of  their  honde 
In  their  tunc  that  no  one  might  them  withilonie ; 


And  tho  tliat  were  chaplets  on  ther  hedd 
Of  frcfli  wodebind  be  fuch  as  ncvir  were 
To  Love  untrue  in  word,  in  thought,  ne  dede. 
But  ay  ftedfafl,  ne  for  plefance  ne  fere, 
Tho  that  they  fliulde  ther  hertis  all  to  tere, 
Woud  never  flit,  but  cvir  were  fl.edfaft 
Till  that  ther  livis  there  afltindir  braft. 

Now,  fair  Madam !  quod  I,  yet  wond  I  pnx 
Your  ladlfliip  [if  that  it  mightin  be] 
That  I  might  knowe  by  fome  manir  of  wey, 
Sithin  that  it  hath  likid  your  beaute 
The  trouth  of  thefe  ladies  for  to  tell  me. 
What  that  thefe  knightis  be  in  rich  armonr. 
And  what  tho  be  in  grrne  and  were  the  Flour, 

And  why  that  fome  did  rev'rence  to  the  tre. 
And  fome  unto  the  plot  of  flouris  fair  ? 
With  right  gode  wil,  my  doughtir  fair !  quod  flic, 
Sith  your  delire  is  gode  and  debonairc  : 
Tho  nine  crounid  be  very  exemplaire 
Of  all  honour  longing  to  chivalry. 
And  thofc  certain  be  clept  The  Nine  Worthy 

Which  that  ye  may  fc  tiding  all  before. 
That  in  ther  time  did  many*  a  noble  dcdc. 
And  for  ther  worthinefs  full  oft  have  bore 
The  crown  of  laiuir  levis  on  ther  hcdc, 
/«>  ye  may  in  your  old^  bokisrede. 
And  how  that  he  that  was  a  conqueror 
Had  by  laurir  alwey  his  mod  honour : 

And  tho  that  barin  bowes  in  ther  h6nd 
Of  the  precious  laurir  fo  notable 
Be  fuch  as  were  [I  woll  ye  undirflond] 
Moft  noble  Knightis  of  The  Round  Table, 
And  eke  the  Doufepcris  honourable. 
Which  they  here  in  the  fign  of  viAory, 
Aswitnefsof  ther  dcdis  mightily  : 

Eke  ther  be  Knightis  old  of  the  Gartir, 
That  in  ther  timis  <Ed  fight  worthily. 
And  the  honour  they  did  to  the  laurir 
Is  for  by  it  they  have  ther  laud  wholly, 
Ther  triumph  eke  and  martial  glory. 
Which  unto  them  is  mere  perfitc  richet 
Than  any  wight  imagin  can  or  gcfle ; 

For  one  Lefc  givin  of  that  noble  trc 
To  any  wight  that  hath  done  worthily 
[An  it  be  done  fo  as  it  ought  to  be] 
Is  more  honour  than  any  thing  erthly, 
Witncfs  of  Rome,  that  foundir  was  truly 
Of  all  knighthode  and  dedis  marvelous. 
Record  I  take  of  Titus  Livius. 

And  as  for  her  that  crounid  is  in  grcne. 
It  is  Flora,  of  thefe  flouris  goddcfle. 
And  all  that  here  on  her  awaiting  bene 
it  are  fuch  folk  that  lovld  idlcne^. 
And  not  delite  in  no  kind  beflnefle 
But  for  to  hunt,  and  hawke,  and  pley  in  medes, 
And  many  othir  fuch  like  idle  dcdes. 

And  for  the  grete  delite  and  the  plefannce 
They  have  to  the  Flour,  and  fo  reverently 
They  unto  it  doin  fuch  obeifaunce. 
As  ye  may  fe.  Now,  fair  Madame !  quod  I^ 
[If  I  durft  aflt]  what  is  the  caufe  and  why 
That  knightis  have  the  enfigne  of  honour 
Rathxr  by  the  JUfd  than  by  the  Flour  I 
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Sothly,  doQghtir,  quod  fhe,  this  U  the  trouth, 
For  knightei  evir  (hould  be  pcrfevering 
To  feke  honour  without  feintife  or  flouth. 
Fro  wele  to  bettir  in  all  manir  thing. 
In  (ign  of  which  with  levis  ay  lafting 
They  be  rewardid  aftir  thcr  dcgre, 
Whofc  lufty  grcnc  may  not  appairid  be. 

But  ay  keping  ther  beauty  frelh  and  grene. 
For  ther  n*it  no  ftorme  that  may  them  deface, 
Ne  hail  nor  (howe,  ne  wind  nor  froftis  kene, 
Wherfore  they  have  this  propirty  and  grace ; 
And  for  the  Floor  within  a  litil  fpace 
WoUin  be  loft,  fo  limple  of  nature 
They  be  that  they  ik>  grcvaunce  may  endure  : 

And  cTcry  ftorme  woU  blowe  them  fone  away, 
Ne  they  USti  not  but  for  a  fcfon. 
That  is  the  caufe  [the  very  trouth  to  fay] 
That  they  may  not  by  no  way  of  refon 
Be  put  to  no  fuch  occupacion. 
Madame,  quod  I,  with  all  mine  whole  fervife 
I  thank  you  now  in  my  mod  humble  wife ; 

For  now  I  am  afccrtain*d  thoroughly 
Of  every  thing  I  dellrid  to  knowe. 
I  am  right  glad  that  I  have  laid,  fothly. 
Ought  to  your  plefure,  (if  ye  will  mc  trow.) 


Quod  {he  ayen.  But  to  whom  do  ye  owe 
Your  fervice,  and  which  woUin  ye  honour 
'  [Pray  tell  me]  this  year, the  Lefe  or  the  FloUr  I 

Madam,  quod  I,  although  I  left  worthy, 
Unto  the  l^efe  I  ow  mine  obfervaunce. 
That  is,  quod  fhe,  right  well  done  certainly. 
And  I  pray  God  to  honour  you  advaunce. 
And  kepe  you  fro  the  wickid  remembrauoce 
Of  Malebouch  and  all  his  cruiltie. 
And  all  that  gode  and  well-condition'd  be  ; 

For  here  I  may  no  lengir  now  abide. 
But  I  muft  follow  the  grete  company 
That  ye  may  fe  yondir  before  you  ride ; 
And  forthwith  as  I  couth  moft  humily 
I  toke  my  leve  of  her,  and  ftie  gan  hie 
Aftir  them  as  faft  as  evir  Ihe  might. 
And  I  drow  homeward,  for  it  Was  nigh  night. 

And  put  all  that  1  bad  fene  in  writing, 
Undir  fupport  of  them  that  luft  it  rede. 
O  little  hoke !  thou  art  fo  unconning. 
How  darft  thou  put  thy  felf  in  prees  for  dredc  I 
It  is  wondir  that  thou  wexift  not  rede, 
Sith  that  thou  woft  full  lite  who  fliall  behold 
Thy  rude  langage  full  boyftouily  unfold* 
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With  timeroutherteand  tremVlinghsmdofdrede, 

Of  cunning  nakid,  bare  of  eloquence. 

Unto  the  flour  of  poft  in  womanhcdc 

1  write,  as  he  that  none  intelligence 

Of  metris  hath  ne  flourts  of  fentence, 

Saufe  that  me  lift  my  writing  to  convey 

In  that  I  can  to  plefc  her  high  nobley. 

The  blofome*  frefli  of  Tulius  gardein  fote 
Prefent  thei  not,  my  mattir  for  to  borne, 
Pocmes  of  Virgile  takin  here  no  rote, 
Ne  crafte  of  Galfride  may  not  here  fojoume ; 
Why  n*am  I  cunning  ?  *o  well  mate  I  morne 
For  facke  of  fcience,  that  I  tan  nat  write 
Unto  the  princes  of  my  lyfc  aright  1 

No  termcs  are  digne  unio  her  excellence. 
So  is  ihe  fpronge  of  noble  ftripc  and  high; 
A  world  of  honour  and  of  reverence 
Thcrels  in  her,  this  will  I  teftific  : 
Caliope,  thou  fiftir  wife  and  fly. 
And  thou  Minerva !  guide  me  with  thy  grace. 
That  langage  rude  my  mattir  not  deface. 

Thy  fugir  dropis  fwete  of  Helicon 
Diftil  in  me,  thou  gentle  Mnfc !  I  praye, 
And  the  Melpomene  1  cal  anone 
Of  ignoraunce  the  mifte  to  chace  awayc. 
And  geve  me  grace  fo  for  to  write  and  faic 
That  flie  my  Udy  of  her  worthinclTc 
Accept  in  gre  this  litil  fliort  trctcffc, 

That  is  entitled  thus,  Tbe  Ciirte  of  Loin ; 
And  ye  that  ben  mctriciens  me  excufe, 
I  you  befcchc,  for  Venus  fake  above, 
For  what  I  mcne  in  this  yc  ncdc  not  muTe; 
And  if  fo  be  my  lady  it  rcfofe 
For  lake  of  ornate  fpeche,  I  wolde  be  wo 
That  I  prcfurac  to  her  to  writin  fo. 


«  This  bnok  l«an  Imltatim  of  The  Rcmaunt  of  t1* 
Rofc,  Ihcvrlng  that  all  arc  fu*>jctl  to  love,  what  ImpcJI 
mcnts  focvcr  tothc  cortrary,  containii.p  alio  ihofe  20 
ttatutes  ttuti  are  cube  oUcivcu  in  Tlic  Couxt  ot  Love 
Vrry, 


But  my  entente  and  all  my  bnfy  cure 
Is  for  to  write  this  treteiTe  as  1  can. 
Unto  my  lady  ftable,  true,  and  fure. 
Faithful  and  kind,  fith  firfte  tha^  (he  begaii 
Me  to  accept  in  fcrvice  as  her  man ; 
To  her  be  al  the  plefure  of  this  boke. 
That  when  her  like  (he  may  it  rede  and  loke« 

When  I  was  yong,  at  xviii  yere  of  age, 
X^ufty  and  light*  dciirous  of  plefaunce, 
Approching  on  fall  fade  and  ripe  corage^ 
Love  artid  me  to  do  my  obfenraunce 
To  his  eftatc,  and  done  him  obeilaunce, 
Commaundinge  me  The  Court  cf  i  o«r  to  fci 
A  lite  befjde  the  Mounte  of  Cither* ; 

There  Citherca  goddefle  was  and  queoe, 
Honourid  highly  for  her  majefte, 
And  eke  her  fonne,the  mighty  god  I  wcse, 
Cupid  the  blind,  t)iat  for  his  dignite 
A  M.  lovirs  woribipp  on  ther  kne  ; 
There  was  1  bid  in  paine  of  deth  to  pere 
By  Mercury  the  wingid  meflingere  : 

So  than  I  went  by  ftraage  and  fcrre  couQtree»| 
Enquiringe  aye  what  coafte  had  to  it  drcwe 
the  Court  €f  Love^  and  thidirward  as  bees 
At  laft  I  fe  the  peple  gan  purfue ; 
Anon  me  though'^  fome  wight  was  ther  that  knew 
Where  that  the  Court  was  holdin  fcrre  or  nic. 
And  aftir  than  ful  fade  I  gannc  me  hie. 

Anon  as  I  them  oyirtoke  I  faid, 
Hcile,  frcndis :  whcthir  purpofe  ye  to  wend  ? 
For  foth,  (quod  one)  that  aniwe^cd  lyche  a  maid. 
To  Lovh  Ceurte  now  go  we,  gentil  frcnd ! 
Where  is  that  place,  (quod  I)  my  felowc  hcodf 
At  Cichcron,  Bir,  faidc  he,  without  doutc. 
The  kinge  of  Love,  and  al  his  noble  route, 

Dwelling  within  a  caftil  rially. 
So  than  apace  I  jouniid  forth  amonge  ; 
And  as  he  iaide  fo  fond  1  there  truly. 
For  I  bchclde  the  toons  high  aad  ftronj|;e^ 
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And  liigh  pinaclis  larjje  of  hight  and  longc. 
With  plate  of  gold  befpred  on  every  fide. 
And  precious  ftones,  the  (lone  wcrke  for  to  hide. 

No  faphirc  of  Inde,  no  nibie  richc  of  price, 
There  lackid  then,  nor  emeraudc  fo  grenc, 
Balis  Turkis,  ne  thing  to  my  devife 
That  may  the  caftil  makin  for  to  fhene. 
All  was  as  bright  as  fterres  in  wintir  bene. 
And  Phcebus  fhone  to  make  his  pece  ageine 
For  rrefpas  done  to  high  cftatis  tweine  : 

Venus  and  Mars,  the  god  and  goddcffc  dcre. 
When  he  them  foundc  in  armis  chcinid  fade, 
Venus  was  than  ful  fad  of  herte  and  chere, 
But  Phoebus  bemis,  (Ireight  as  is  the  maile. 
Upon  the  cafiil  ginnith  he  to  cafl 
To  plcfc  the  bdy,  princes  of  that  place,       * 
In  ft^e  he  loklth  aftir  L.ov*is  grace  : 

For  thcr  n*is  god  in  heyen  or  hel  iwys 
Bnt  he  hath  ben  right  foget  unto  Love, 
Jove,  Pluto,  or  what  fo  ever  he  is, 
Ne  creature  in  erth  or  yet  above. 
Of  this  the  revert  may  no  wight  approve; 
But  fu^irmore  the  caAill  to  defcrie' 
Yet  fawe  I  ncvir  none  fo  large  and  hie. 

For  unto  heven  it  ftretchith  I  fuppofe, 
Within  and  out  depeintid  wondirly. 
With  many*  a  thuufand  daify  rede  as  rofe, 
And  white  alfo,  this  fawe  I  verily, 
But  what  tho  deifis  might  do  fignifie 
Can  I  not  tcl,  faufe  that  the  quen*is  floure 
Alcefte  it  was,  that  kept  thcr  her  fojoure 

Which  undir  Venus  lady  was  and  qucne. 
And  Admete  kyng  and  foverain  of  that  place, 
To  whom  obeied  the  ladies  gode  xix. 
With  many*  a  thoufand  ochir  bright  of  face. 
And  yoiing  men  fele  came  forth  with  lufti  pace. 
And  flgid  eke,  tber  homage  to  difpofe, 
Bat  what  they  were  I  could  not  well  difclofe. 

Yet  nerc  and  nere  forth  in  I  ^n  me  drelTe 
Into  an  halle  of  noble  apparaile. 
With  arras  fpred  and  cloth  of  gold  I  geffe, 
And  othir  Olke  of  efyir  availe ; 
Undir  the  cloth  of  thcr  ellatc,  fauns  faile. 
The  king  and  queue  there  fat,  as  I  beheld ; 
It  pofTid  jo)  e  of  Helifc  the  fcld. 

There  faintis  have  thcr  cominge  and  reforte 
To  feen  the  kin^  fo  rially  bcfene  , 

In  purple  clad,  and  eke  the  quene  in  forte. 
And  9n  ther  hcddis  fawe  I  crovnis  tweine 
With  ftonis  fret,  fo  that  it  was  no  paine 
Withoutin  mete  and  drinke  to  fland  and  fe 
The  king^is  honor  and  the  rialtc. 

Aod  for  to  trcte  of  (latls  with  the  king. 
That  ben  of  counl'cil  cheie,and  with  the  quene ; 
Th^  king  had  Daungir  nere  to  him  Handing, 
1*he  quene  of  X^vc  Difdain,  and  that  was  fene. 
For  by  the  faith  1  fhal  to  God  I  wene 
"Was  nevir  (Iraungir  none  in  her  degre 
Than  was  the  quene  in  caftingc  of  her  eye. 

And  as  I  ftode  pcrceving  her  aparic. 
And  ftkc  the  bemis  ihiniugc  of  her  eycii. 
Me  thought  they  wercin  ihapin  lych«r  a  dartc, 
gh^rpc  ai|d  pcrfioge,  finale  ^iid  ilxcight  a&  a  iiiis. 


And  al  her  here  it  fhone  as  golde  fo  fine, 
Di&lhivil,  crifpe,  doune  hanging  at  her  backe 
A  yard  in  length,  and  foathely  than  1  fpake  : 

O  bright  Regitta  !  who  made  the  fo  faire  ^ 
Who  made  thy  colour  vermelet  and  white  f 
Wher  wonneth  the  god,  how  far  above  the  eyre  I 
Crete  was  his  crafte,  and  grete  was  his  dclitc^ 
Now  marvil  I  nothing  that  ye  do  hight 
The  quene  of  Love,  and  occupie  the  place 
Of  Cithare  :  now,  fwete  lady !  thy  grace. 

In  mewit  fpake  I,  fo  that  nought  ai^rte 
By  no  condicion  word  that  might  be  hard. 
But  in  my  inward  thought  I  gan  adverte. 
And  oft  I  faid  My  wit  is  dul  and  hard. 
For  with  her  bcautie  thus  God  wot  I  ferde 
As  doeth  the  man  yravifhid  with  fight,  ^ 
When  I  beheld  her  crif^al  eyen  {o  bright. 

No  refpede  havyng  what  was  befle  to  don^i 
Till  right  anone  beholding  here  and  there 
I  fpied  a  frend  of  jnyne,  and  that  ful  fone, 
A  gentil  woman,  was  the  chambirere 
Unto  the  quene,  that  bote  as  ye  fhall  here, 
Phil(»bone,  that  lovid  al  her  life ; 
Whan  Ihe  me  fey  fhe  led  me  forth  as  blifc,  * 

And  me,  demaundid  how  and  in  what  wife 
I  thithir  come,  and  what  my  erand  was  ? 
To  fene  the  Courte  (quod  1)  and  al  the  guife, 
And  eke  to  fue  for  pardon  and  f«r  grace. 
And  mercy  alke  for  al  my  grete  tcefpaire; 
That  I  none  erfte  come  to  The  Court  of  Love 
Foryeve  me  this,  ye  goddis  al  above. 

That  is  well  faid  (quod  Philobone*)  in  dede ; 
But  were  ye  not  affomoned  to  appere 
By  Mcrcurius,  for  that  is  al  my  drede? 
Yes,  gentill  feire !  (quod  I)  now  am  1  here. 
Ye,  yet  what  tho  though  that  be  true,  my  dere  ? 
Of  your  frc  wil  ye  fhuld  have  come  unfente. 
For  ye  did  not  I  deme  ye  will  be  (hente  : 

For  ye  that  reigne  in  youth  and  luflinci, 
Pampired  with  efe,  and  jalous  in  your  age. 
Your  ducie  is,  as  far  as  I  can  geffe. 
To  LovU  Courte  to  dreffin  your  viage 
AJf:me  as  Nature  makitb  you  fa  fage 
That  ye  may  kntrur  a  xoomam  from  afxomn. 
Or  ivhan  yourfoU  is  growin  balfe  a  fpan. 

But  fithe  that  ye  by  wilful  negligence 
This  xviiiycre  hath  kept  your  felfe  at  large 
Tbe'gretir  is  your  trefpasand  oCencc, 
And  in  your  neck  yon  mote  here  all  the  charge; 
For  bettir  were  ye  ben  withoutin  barge 
Amidde  the  fe  in  tempefl  and  in  rayne 
Then  bidin  here  reccving  wo  and  pain 

That  ordeincd  L»  for  foe  he  as  them  abfcnte 
Fro  Lav  is  Courte  by  ycris  long  and  fcle ; 
I  ley  my  life  ye  (hai  ful  fone  rcpente. 
For  Love  wil  reive  youre  coloure,  lull,  and  hek| 
Eke  ye  muft  baite  on  many*  an  hcvy  melc : 
No  force  iwis,  I  Hired  you  longe  agon 
To  dmwc  to  Courte,  quod  litil  Philobon ; 

Ye  ihal  wcl  fe  how  rough  and  angry  face 

The  king  of  Love  will  (hcwe  when  ye  him  fe ; 

By  myn  advifc  kncle  duwn  and  a(kc  him  grace, 

Efwlwwing  peril  and  advcrHtc, 
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For  wcl  I  wot  it  wollc  none  othir  be  : 
Comfortc  is  none  ne  council  to  your  cfe. 
Why  wil  yc  then  the  king  of  Love  difplefe  ? 

O  mercie,  God  I  (quod  iche)  I  me  repent, 
Caitife  and  wrctche,  in  hcrt,  in  wil,  and  thought, 
And  aftir  this  (kal  be  mine  whole  entent 
To  fcrve  and  plcfc,  how  dcre  that  lore  be  bought ; 
Yet  fith  I  hare  mine  owne  penaunce  ifought 
With  humble  fpirite  ihal  1  it  receve. 
Though  that  the  king  of  Love  my  life  bereve ; 

And  though  that  fervent  Lov'is  qualite 
In  me  did  nevir  worche  truly,  yet  I 
With  al  obeifaunce  and  humilite. 
And  bcnignc  herte,  ihal  ferve  him  til  I  die  ; 
And  he  that  lord  of  might  is  grete  and  hie 
Right  as  him  lift  me  chaftice  and  corre6te. 
And  puniibe  me,  with  trefpace  thus  enfcAc. 

Thcfe  wordis  faid,  (he  caught  me  by  the  lap. 
And  led  me  furth  in  til  a  temple  round, 
Bothe  large  and  wide,  and  as  my  blelTid  hap 
And  gode  avinture  was  right  fone  I  founde 
A  tabernacle  reifid  from  the  grou  jde 
Where  Venus  fat  and  Cupid  by  her  fide. 
Yet  half  for  dredc  1  can  my  v;fage  hide ; 

And  eft  againe  1  lokid  and  behelde, 
Scing  ful  fundry  pcple  in  the  place 
And  miftir  folke,  and  fome  that  might  not  welde 
Ther  limmis  wele  me  thought  a  woundir  cafe, 
The  temple  ftione  with  windowes  al  of  glafTe 
Bright  as  the  day,  with  manie*  a  faire  ymage. 
And  there  I  fe  the  frcftie  Queue  of  Carthage, 

Dido,  that  brent  her  beaute  for  the  love 
Of  fals  ^neas,  and  the  weimenting 
Of  her  Anelida,  true  as  turtil  dove 
To  Arcite  fals ;  and  there  was  in  peinting 
Of  many*  a  prince  and  many*  a  doughty  king 
Whofe  martirdom  was  (hewed  about  the  walles, 
And  how  that  felc  for  love  had  fuffrid  falles. 

But  fore  I  was  abafhid  and  aftonied 
Of  al  tho  folke  that  there  were  in  that  tide. 
And  than  I  aikid  where  they  haddin  woned  ? 
In  divers  cotiitis,  (quod  (he)  here  befide  : 
In  fondrie  clothing  mantilwifc  full  wide 
They  were  arraicd,  and  did  ther  factifice 
Unto  the  god  and  godde(re  in  ther  guife. 

Lo,  yondir  folke  (quod  (he)  that  knclc  in  blewc. 
They  were  the  colour  ay  and  evir  (hal. 
In  fignc  they  were  and  evir  wil  be  true, 
Withoutin  chaungc,  and  fouthely  yondir  all 
That  ben  in  blak,  with  mourning  crie  and  call 
Unto  the  goddes,  for  ther  lovis  bene 
Some  fcrrc,  fom  dede,fom  al  to  (herpe  and  kene. 

Yea,  than,  (quod  I)  what  done  thefe  preftis  here, 
Nonnis,  and  hermitcs,  freris,  and  all  tho 
That  fit  in  white,  in  ru(ret,  and  in  grenc  f 
Forfothe  (quod  (he)  they  wailin  of  ther  wo. 
O  mercie,  Lord !  may  they  fo  come  and  go 
Trely  to  Court,  and  have  foche  libertie  ? 
Yea,  men  of  eche  condicion  and  degre. 

And  women  eke,  for  truly  there  is  none 
F.tccption  made,  ne  nevir  was  ne  may; 
This  Courte  is  ope  and  fre  for  everichone; 
The  king  of  Love  he  wil  not  fay  them  nay ; 


He  takith  al  in  pore  or  riche  array 
That  mekely  fewe  unto  his  excellence 
With  al  ther  herte  and  al  ther  reverence. 

And  walking  thus  aboute  with  Philobone 
I  fe  where  come  a  meiTengere  in  bie         [aoooe 
Streight  from  the  king,  whiche  let  commauodc 
Throughout  the  Courte  to  make  an  ho  and  aic, 
All  new  come  folke  abide ;  and  wotc  yc  why  \ 
The  king*is  lu(V  is  for  to  feen  you  fone  : 
Come  nere ;  let  fe ;  his  wil  mote  nede  be  done. 

Than  gan  I  me  prefent  tofore  the  king 
Trembling  for  fere,  with  vifagje  pale  of  hewc, 
And  many'  a  lovir  with  me  was  kneling, 
Abaihed  fore,  til  unto  the  time  they  kncwe 
The  fentence  yeve  of  his  entent  full  trew ; 
And  at  the  laft  the  king  hath  me  behold 
With  fteme  vifage,and  feid.  What  doth  thiioUf, 

'1  bus  fcfre  yftope  in  yeris,  com  fo  late 
Unto  the  Courte  ?  For  fothe,  my  liege,  (quod  I) 
An  hundrid  tyme  I  have  ben  at  the  gate 
Afore  this  tyme,  yet  coude  I  ner  efpic 
Of  myne  acqueintaunce  eny  in  mine  eye. 
And  Sbamefafinet  away  me  ganne  to  chacc. 
But  now  I  me  fubmitte  unto  your  grace. 

Wei,  al  is  pardoned,  with  condicion 
That  thou  be  trew  from  heni^forth  to  thy  mighi, 
And  fervin  Love  in  thine  entencion ; 
Swere  this,  and  than  as  ferre  as  it  is  right 
Thou  (halte  have  grace  here  in  my  qoen'is  figtit. 
Yes,  by  the  faith  I  owe  your  crown  I  fwcrc, 
Though  Deth  thcrfore  me  thirlith  with  his  fp«. 

And  whan  the  kinge  had  fene  us  e? crychoo« 
He  let  commaunde  an  officir  in  hie 
To  take  our  faith,  and  (hew  us  one  by  (Mie 
The  ftatut'es  of  the  Courte  full  befily : 
Anon  the  boke  was  Jeide  before  ther  eye, 
To  rede  and  fe  what  thing  we  muft  obferre 
In  Lovis  Courte  till  that  we  dye  and  fterve. 

And  for  that  I  was  lettrid  there  I  red 
Theftatuteswholeof  X*v*/j  C«»ff*  and  hiH. 
The  firfte  ftatute  that  on  the  boke  was  fjffed 
Was  to  be  true  in  thought  and  dedis  al 
Unto  the  king  of  Love,  the  lorde  ryall, 
And  to  the  queue  as  faithful  and  as  kinde 
As  I  coude  thinke  with  herte,  and  will,  andmiodc. 

The  feconde  ftatute  fecretly  to  kepc 
Council  of  Love,  not  blowing  every  what 
Al  that  1  knowe,  and  let  it  (inke  and  flctc  *, 
It  may  not  fownc  in  every  wight*iseft, 
Exiling  (laundir  ay  for  dred  and  fere, 
And  to  my  lady  whiche  1  love  and  ferve 
Be  true  and  kinde,  her  grace  for  to  delcrre. 

The  thirde  ftatute  was  derely  writ  alfo, 
Withoutin  chaunge  to  live  and  die  the  (amc. 
None  othir  love  to  take  for  wele  ne  wo, 
For  blinde  delite,  for  emcft  nor  fur  game. 
Without  repent,  for  laughing  or  for  grame. 
To  bidin  ftil  in  ful  perfeveraunce ; 
Al  this  was  whole  the  king' is  ordinatmce. 

The  fourth  ftatute  to  purchace  er  to  btre 
And  ftirin  folke  to  love,  and  bedn  fire 
On  Venus  auter  here  aboute  aod  there, 
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And  preche  to  them  of  I^ove  and  bote  dcfire. 
And  eel  how  Love  wil  quitin  wel  ther  hire  ; 
This  mud  be  kept ;  and  loth  me  to  difplefe 
If  Love  be  wroth  paiTe,  for  therby  isefe. 

The  V.  ftatute  not  to  be  daungirous 
If  that  a  thought  would  reve  me  of  my  flcpe, 
Nor  of  a  ijght  to  be  ovir  fquemoui, 
And  fo  verely  this  ftatute  was  to  kepc. 
To  tume  and  wallowe  in  my  bed  and  wepe 
When  that  my  lady  of  her  cniiltic 
Would  from  her  herte  cxilin  al  pite. 

The  Vr  ftatute  it  was  for  me  to  uf« 
Alone  towandir  voide  of  company, 
And  on  my  lad*is  beautie  for  to  mufe. 
And  to  thinkin  no  force  to  live  or  die. 
And  eft  again  to  thinke  the  remedy 
How  to  her  grace  I  might  anon  attain. 
And  tel  my  wo  unto  my  fovcraioe. 

The  VH.  ftatute  was  to  be  pacient 
Whcthir  my  lady  joyful  were  or  wroth. 
For  wordis  glad  or  hevy  diligent, 
Whcdir  that  Ihe  me  hcldin  iefe  or  loth, 
And  hereupon  I  put  was  to  mine  othe 
Her  for  to  ferve  and  lowely  to  obey. 
And  fliewe  my  chere  ye  xx  Cith  aday. 

The  VUI.  ftatute,  to  my  rcmemberanoce, 
Wa*  for  to  fpcke  and  pray  my  lady  dere 
With  hourely  labour  and  gret  entcndaunce 
Me  for  to  love  with  al  her  herte  entcre, 
And  me  deiire  and  make  me  joyful  chere. 
Right  as  flie  as  furmouning  every  faire. 
Of  beautie  wel,  and  gentil,  debonaire. 

Tbe  IX.  ftatute,  with  lettris  writ  of  golde, 
This  was  the  fcntence,  how  that  I  and  al 
Shuldc  cvir  dred  to  be  to  ovlrboldc 
Her  to  difplefe,  and  truly  fo  I  fiial, 
But  ben  content  for  al  thing  that  may  fal. 
And  mekely  take  her  chaftifcment  and  ycrde, 
And  to  oSende  her  cvir  ben  aferde. 

The  X.  ftatute  was  egally  to*  difcexoe 
Bctwenc  the  lady*  and  thine  abilite. 
And  thinke  thy  klfe  arte  nevir  like  to  yerne 
By  rigfit  her  mercy  nor  of  equite. 
But  of  her  grace  and  womanly  pite. 
For  thor.gh  thy  fclfe  be  noble  in  thy  (Irene 
A  thoufande  folde  more  nobil  is  thy  queue. 

Thy  liv*is  lady  and  thy  fovCraine, 
That  bath  thin  herte  all  whole  in  govimaunce, 
Thou  maieft  no  wife  it  takin  to  difdaine 
To  put  the  humble  at  her  ordinaunce. 
And  give  her  fre  the  reine  of  her  plefauncc. 
For  Lihertu  is  thing  that  tuofncH  tnJtty 
And  truely  els  the  mattir  is  acroke. 

The  XI.  ftatute  thy  fignis  for  to  knowe 
With  eye  and  fingir,  and  with  fmilis  fofte. 
And  lowe  to  couche,  a.id  alwaie  for  to  fliowe 
For  drede  of  fpyis  for  to  winkin  oftc, 
But  fecretly  to  bryng  a  iigh  alofte. 
And  eke  beware  of  ovir  mocbe  reforte. 
For  that  para* venture  fpillith  all  thy  fporC 

The  XII.  ftatute  remembir  to  obfeive. 
For  all  the  paine  thou  haft  for  love  and  wo 
All  is  to  lite  her  mcrcic  to  dclervc ; 


Thou  muften  then  thinke  wher  er  thou  ndc  or  go. 
And  mortall  wouodis  fuftre  thou  alfo, 
All  for  her  fake,  and  thinke  it  well  befette 
Upon  thy  love,  for  it  maie  not  be  bctte. 

The  XIII.  ftatute  whilome  is  to  thinke 
What  thing  maie  beft  thy  ladie  like  and  plefe. 
And  in  thine  hert*is  botome  let  it  ftnkp ; 
Some  thing  devife,  and  take  for  it  tbihe  efe. 
And  fendc  it  her,  that  maie  her  herte  appefe. 
Some  herte  or  ryng,  or  lettir  or  devife, 
Or  precious  ftone ;  but  fpare  not  for  no  price* 

The  XIV.  ftatute  eke  thou  ibalt  aftaie 
Firmely  to  kepe  the  moftc  parte  of  thy  life ; 
Wiihe  that  thy  ladie  in  thine  arrais  laie. 
And  nightly  drcme  thou  haft  thy  nighte's  hcrte'f 
Swetly  in  armis,  ftrainyng  her  as  blife,         [wife 
And  when  thou  fecft  it  is  but  fantolle 
Se  that  tliou  (ing  not  ovir  merily  ; 

For  To  mochejcyi  bath  ofte  a  vjofuU  tnie  / 
It  longith  ckc,  this  ftatute  for  to  holde. 
To  deme  thy  ladie  cvirmore  thy  frende. 
And  thinke  thy  fclf  in  no  wife  a  cocolde ; 
In  every  thyng  (he  doeth  but  as  (be  Ihould : 
Conftrue  the  beft,  beleve  no  talis  newe, 
For  Mmny  a  lyi  u  ttUe  that  femetb  full  trtu  ; 

But  thinke  that  (he^fo  bount'^^ous  and  faire, 
Coud  not  be  falfe ;  imagine  this  algate ; 
And  think  that  tooges  wickid  would  her  appaire, 
Slaqderyng  her  name  and  worihipfuU  eftate, 
And  lovirs  true  to  fettin  at  debate ; 
And  though  thou  feeft  a  faute  right  at  thine  tj% 
Excufe  it  blive,  and  glofe  it  pretilie. 

The  XV.  ftatute  ufe  to  fwere  and  ftarc. 
And  counterfcite  a  lefyng  hardily 
To  fave  thy  Udic*s  honour  every  wbare. 
And  put  thy  felf  to  fightin  boldily ; 
Saie  (he  is  gode,  vertuous,  and  ghoftly, 
Clere  of  eutent,  and  herte,  and  thought,  and  will; 
And  argue  not  for  refon  nc  for  ikill 

Againe  thy  Iadie*s  plefure  ne  entent. 
For  Love  will  not  be  counterpleted  in  dede ; 
Saie  as  (he  iaieth,  then  (bait  thou  not  be  (bent, 
The  crowe  U  white.  Ye,  truly  fo  I  rede. 
And  aye  what  thing  that  Ihe  the  will  fprbede 
Efchue  al  that,  and  give  her  foverainte ; 
Her  appetite  folowe  in  all  degre. 

The  XVI.  ftatute  kepe  it  if  thou  maie. 
Seven  fitli  at  night,  thy  ladie  for  to  plefe. 
And  fevcn  at  midnight,  fe'ven  at  morowdaic. 
And  drin^e  a  caudiU  erely  for  thine  efe  : 
Doe  this,  and  kepe  thine  hedde  from  all  difefe. 
And  winne  the  garlande  here  of  lovirs  all 
That  evir  came  in  Court  orevir  (hall. 

Full  fcwe  think  I  this  ftatute  hold  and  kepe. 
But  truely  this  my  refon  giveth  me  fcle 
That  fome  lovirs  fhould  rather  fall  ailcpe 
Then  take  on  hand  to  plefe  fo  oft  and  wcle : 
There  laie  none  othe  to  this  ftatute  adele. 
But  kepe  who  might  as  gave  him  his  corage : 
Now  get  this  garlande  luftie  foiV.e  of  age. 

Now  win  who  maie  ye  luftje  folke  of  yo^^th. 
This  garlande  freih,  of  flouris  red  and  wMtc, 
Purple  ^d  blewf ,  and  cokuri  fell  uncouthi 
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And  T  diall  croune  him  kyng  of  all  delite. 
lo  all  the  Courte  there  was  not  to  my  fight 
A  lovir  true  that  he  ne  was  adrede 
When/  he  exprefle  hath  herd  the  ftatutc  rede. 

The  XVll.  ihttutCf  when  age  approcheth  on, 
And  luft  is  laied,  and  all  the  fire  is  queint, 
As  frelhly  then  thou  (halt  begin  to  fonne 
And  dote  in  lore,  and  all  her  image  paint 
In  thy  remembrauAce  till  thou  gin  to  faint. 
As  in  the  firft  fefon^hyne  herte  began, 
And  her  defire,  though  thou  ne  maie  ne  can 

Pcrforme  thy  Uvyng  a(aucll  and  luft, 
Regiftir  this  in  thyne  rememberaunce 
£ke,  when  thou  maid  not  kepe  tJhy  thing  froii}  ruft 
Yet  fpeke  and  talke  of  plefaunt  daliaunce. 
For  that  fhall  make  thyne  hert  rcjoycc  and  dannce ; 
And  when  thou  maiell  no  more  the  game  aflaie 
The  (latute  bidde  the  praie  for  them  that  maie* 

The  XVin.  ftatute  wholy  to  commendc 
To  plefe  thy  ladie  is,  that  thAu  efchewc 
With  fluttiflincflc  thy  fclf  for  to  offendc  ; 
Be  joilife,  frefh,  and  fete  with  thingis  ncwe, 
Courtlie  with  manir,  this  is  all  thy  due, 
Gentill  of  portc,  and  lovyng  clenlinefle ; 
This  is  the  thing  that  likith  thy  maiftrcflc; 

And  not  to  wandir  liche  a  dutlid  aCTey 
Raggid  and  tome,  difguifid  in  araie, 
Ribaude  in  fpeche,  or  out  of  mcfure  paiTe,- 
Thy  bounde  excedyng ;  thinke  on  this  alwaie} 
For  Women  ben  oftendtr  berth  aye. 
And  lightly  fei  tber  plefure  in  a  pUce^ 
When  thei  mtfihinke  tbey  lightly  Uttt  pajje. 

The  XIX.  flatute  mete  and  drinke  forgctc^ 
Eche  othir  daie  fe  that  thou  fad  for  love. 
For  in  the  Gourte  thei  live  withoutin  mete. 
Save  foche  as  cometh  from  Venus  al  above  ; 
Thei  take  none  hcde  in  plain  of  grcte  reprovd 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  for  that  is  all  in  vaine, 
Onely  thei  live  by  fight  of  thcr  foveraine^ 

The  XX.  ftatute,  lafk  of  everichone, 
Enrolle  it  in  thyne  hert'is  privite, 
To  wring  and  wailc,  to  turne,  and  figh,  and  grone, 
When  that  thy  ladie  abfent  is  from  the. 
And  eke  rcnewe  the  wordis  All  that  ihe 
Betwene  you  twain  had  faid,  and  all  the  chere 
That  the  hath  made  thy  liv*is  lady  dere. 

And  fe  thyne  herte  in  quiete  ne  in  reft 
Sojoume  to  tyme  thou  fcen  thy  ladie  eftc. 
But  where  fhc  won,  by  fouth,  or  eft,  or  weft. 
With  all  ihy  force  now  fe  it  be  not  leftc  j 
Be  diligent  till  tyme  thy  life  be  refte 
In  that  thou  maieft  thy  ladie  for  to  fe  } 
This  ftatutc  was  of  old  antiquite. 

Ad  officir  of  high  audhoritc, 
Tclepid  Rigour,  made  us  fwere  anoDe ; 
He  n*as  corrupt  with  parciaKte, 
Favour,  prayir,  ne  gold  that  clcrely  (hone. 
Ye  Ihall  (quod  he)  now  fwcrin  her  echone. 
Both  young  and  old,  to  kepe  in  that  thei  mate 
The  fiatutes  trucly  aftir  this  daie. ' 

O  God !  thought  I,  hard  is  to  make  thitf  othe. 
But  to  my  powir  fhaH  I  them  obfcrve  ; 
Vx  all  tbi»  worlds  a*a»  matti*  haltc  i^  loth( 
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To  fwere  for  all,  for  though  my  tody  rtcnrft  ' 
I  have  no  might  them  wholy  lo  obfervc. 
But  hcrkin  now  the  cace  how  it  befell ; 
Aftir  my  othe  wa^  made,  the  trouthe  to  tell, 

I  tournid  levis,  lokyng  on  this  bokc. 
Where  othir  ftatutes  were  of  wofnen  fhene. 
And  right  forthwith  Rigour  on  me  gaa  loke 
Full  angirly,  &nd  faied  unto  the  qucne 
I  traitour  was,  and  chargid  me  let  ben ; 
There  maie  no  man  (quod  he)  the  ftatute  knowe 
That  long  to  woman,  hie  degre  ne  lowe. 

In  fccrcte  wife  thei  kepin  ben  full  dofe, 
Thei  founc  echone  to  Hbefte,  my  ftendc ; 
Plefaunt  thei  be,  and  to  ther  own  purpbfc ; 
There  wotc  no  wight  of  them  but  God  and  fecde, 
Ne  naught  fhall  wit  unto  the  world*is  endc  ; 
The  queue  hath  yeve  me  charge,  in  pain  to  die, 
Ncvir  to  rede  ne  feen  them  with  myne  eye : 

For  men  fhall  not  fo  nere  of  counfaillben 
With  womanhode,  ne  knowin  of  ther  guile, 
Ne  what  thei  think,  ne  of  ther  wit  th'  engine; 
I  me  report  to  Salomon  the  wife. 
And  migh  tic  Samplon  which  begilid  thriib 
With  Dalia  was,  he  wot  that  in  a  throwe 
There  maie  no  man  fUttite  of  women  knowe  ; 

For  It  peraVenture  maie  right  fo  beiiall 
That  thei  be  boUnde  by  Nature  to  difceve. 
And  fpmne  and  wepe,  and  fugre  ftrew  on  gal. 
The  herte  of  man  to  ravifhe  and  to  reve, 
And  what  thcr  tonge  as  fharpe  as  fwerde  or  glere; 
It  maie  betide  this  is  ther  ordinaunce,' 
So  muft  thei  lowlie  docn  ther  obfervaunce. 

And  kepe  the  ftatute  yevin  them  of  Kinds, 
Of  foche  as  Love  hath  yeve  *hem  in  ther  life  { 
Men  maie  not  nvete  ^vby  tutnitb  every  vfimd^ 
Nor  waxin  wife,  nor  ben  inquifitife 
To  knowe  fccrete  of  maide,  widowe,  or  wife. 
For  thei  ther  ftatutes  have  to  them  rcf  ervcd. 
And  nevir  man  to  knowe  them  hath  deferred. 

Now  dreffeyou  forth,  the  god  of  Love  ycta  guide, 
Q^od  Rigour  then,  andfeke  the  temple  bright 
Ot  Citherea,  goddes  here  befide ; 
Befeche  her  by  the  influence  and  might 
Of  all  her  vertue  you  to^teche  aright 
How  for  to  ferve  your  ladies  and  to  plefe. 
Ye  thas  ben  fped,  and  fct  your  herte  in  efe  ; 

And  ye  that  ben  unptirveied,  pray  her  eke 
Comforte  you  fone  with  grace  and  deftif^ie. 
That  ye  may  fct  your  hert  there  ye  maie  lik«. 
In  foche  a  place  that  it  to  Love  maie  be 
•Honotfr,  and  worfhip,  and  feiicitic. 
To  you  for  aie.  Now  gocth  by  one  affent. 
Oraunt  mercie,Sir  (quod  we)  and  forth  wcwcflt 
Devoutf)*,  foft  and  efie  pace,  to  fe 
Venns  the  goddes  image  all  of  golde. 
And  there  we  found  a  thoufand  on  thcr  knc. 
Some  freCbc  and  faire,  fome  dcdly  to  beholde. 
In  fondri^  man  tils  new,  and  fomc  wer  olde. 
Some  paintid  were  with  flamis  red  as  fire. 
Outward,  to"  fhewc  ther  inward  hote  delire« 

With  dolefuU  chere,  full  fele  in  thcr  complaint, 
Cried,  ^  Ladie  Venus!  rcwc  upon  our  fore  ; 
"  Receive  GUI'  billes,  with  tcris  all  bcdrcict^ 
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*»  Wc  male  not  wq;)C,  tlierc  is  oo  more  in  ftorc, 
**  Bat  wo  and  pain  us  frettith  more  and  more  ; 
••  Thou  bliffcfull  planet !  lovirs  ftcirc  fo  fhene, 
•*  Have  ronth  on  us  that  figh,  and  careful  ben ; 

*•  And  punifhe,  ladie,  greroiifly,  we  praie, 
•*  The.falfe  untrue  with  counterfeite  plefaunce 
**  That  made  ther  othe  be  th>e  to  Kve  or  dcie; 
**  With  chere  aflurid  and  widi  countinaaDce, 
**  And  falfly  now  thei  fotin  l^v*is  daiitice 
••  Barain  of  routh,  untrue  of  that  thci  faied, 
**  Now  that  ther  lull  and  pleforc  is  alald. 

*•  Yet  efte  againe  a  thoufande  ntilion, 
"  Rejoycing  love,  ledyng  ther  life  in  bliffe, 
**  Thei  faid,  Venus,  redrefTe  of  all  divifion, 
**  Goddcs  etemell,  thy  lAme  hcrycd  is, 
**  By  lovinbonde  is  knit  all  thing  iwis, 
^  Beft.  unto  bcft,  the  yerth  to  watir  wanae, 

*  Birde  unto  birde,  and  woman  unto  man. 
**  This  is  the  life  of  joye  that  we  ben  in, 

*  Refemblyng  life  of  hevenly  paradiie ; 
**  l^ove  is  elixir  aieof  vice  and  (inne, 

*  Love  noakith  hert'is  hiftie  to  devife ; 

**  Honour  and  grace  have  thei  in  every  wife 

*  That  bcB  to  Lov*is  lawe  obedient ; 

**  Liove  makith  folkc  benigne  and  diligent, 

*  Aie  (leryng  them  to  dredin  vice  and  (hanve  ; 
•«  In  ther  dcgre  it  maketh  them  honourable, 
••'  And  fwete  it -is  of  Love  to  here  the  name, 
<*  So  that  his  love  be  faithfull,^  true,  and  dable  ; 
**  i«ove  prunidi  hym  to  femln  amiable, 
**  Love  hath  no  faute  there  it  is  excrcifed, 

*  But  fole  with  them  that  have  all  love  difpifed. 
•*  Honour  to  the,  celeftiall  and  dcrc 

••  Goddes  of  Love,  and  to  thy  cclfitude, 

*  That  ycvcft  us  light  foferredouneftom  thyfpcrc, 
••  Pcrfying  our  hertis  with  thy  pulchritude ; 

*  Comparifon  none  of  fimilitude 

**  Maie  to  thy  grace  be  made  in  no  degre, 
«•  That  haft  us  Ifet  with  L'^vc  in  uoitic. 

**  Crete  caufe  have  we  to  praife  t  by  name  and  the, 
**  For  thoroDgh  the  we  live  in  joye  and  blifle  ; 
**  Bleffidbe  thou,  mofte  foveraine  to  fc  : 
•*  Thy  holy  Courte  of  gladneflc  maie  not  millc ; 
**  A  ^oufand  fith  we  may  rejoyce  in  this, 
**  That  we  ben  thine  with  hertc  and  all  yfere, 

*  F.nflamid  with  thy  grace  and  hevenly  fere.** 
Mufyng  of  tho  that  fpaki»  in  this  wile 

I  me  bethought  in  myi  rememberaunce 
Myne  oriibn  right  godely  to  devlfe. 
And  pleianndy  with  hert'ts  obeiiaunee 
Befeche  the  goddes  voidin  my  grevausce. 
For  I  loved  eke,  faufe  that  1  wift  no  where, 
Tet  doim  I  iet,  and  faied  as  ye  (hall  here  : 

Fairiil.  of  all  that  evir  were  or  be, 
Licour  and  light  to  penlife  creature, 
Myne  whole  afliaunce  and  my  ladie  fre. 
My  goddes  bright,  my  fortune,  and  my  are ! 
I  yeve  and  yelde  my  herte  to  the  ful  fure. 
Humbly  befechyng,  ladie,  of  thy  grace 
Me  to  tcftow  in  fome  blelfid  place, 

Anti  here  1  vowe  me  faithful!,  true,  and  kind^ 
Without  offence  of  muubilitie. 
Humbly  to  ferre  wiule  I  have  wit  aad  mindf 


Myne  whole  afiiaunce  and  my  ladie  fre. 
In  thilk^  place  there  ye  me  figne  to  be  ; 
And  fith  this  thing  of  newe  is  yeve  me,  aie 
To  love  and  ferve  nedcly  muft  I  obeie. 

Be  meruable  with  thy  fire  of  grace. 
And  fixe  mine  herte  there  beautie  is  and  routh. 
For  hote  I  love ;  determine  in  no  place, 
Saufe  only  this,  by  God  and  by  my  trouth 
Troublid  I  was  with  flombir,  flepe,  and  flouth^ 
This  othir  night,  and  in  a  vifioun 
I  fe  a  woman  romin  up  and  doune 

Of  mene  ftature,  and  femely  to  bcholde,- 
Li'ftie  and  frefh,  demure  of  countinaunce, 
Yong  and  well  ihap,  with  here  that  (hone  as  goldc> 
Wit  h  ey en  as  criftall,  fcrcid  with  plefaunce. 
And  (he  gan  Rirre  mine  herte  a  lite  to  daunce, 
But  fodainlie  (he  vatiilhe  gan  right  there ; 
Thus  I  maie  faie  1  love  and  wote  not  where. 

For  what  (he  is  ne  her  dwellyng  1  n*ot. 
And  yet  1  fele  that  love  diftrelnith  me. 
Might  icfae  her  knowe,that  would  I  faioeCodwtt, 
Serve  and  obeye  with  all  benignitie, 
And  if  that  othir  be  my  deftinie. 
So  that  no  wife  I  (hall  her  nevir  fe. 
Then  graunt  me  her  that  beft  maie  likin  me, 

With  glad  rejoyce  to  live  in  perfite  hele, 
Devoide  of  wrathe,  repent,  or  variaunce. 
And  able  me  to  doe  that  maie  be  wele 
Unto  my  ladle  with  herte*s  hie  plefaunce ; 
And,  mightie  goddes  !  through  thy  purviaunee 
My  wit,  my  thought,  my  lBft,and  love,  fo  guide 
That  to  thine  honour  I  maie  me  provide 

To  fet  mine  hert  in  place  there  I  maie  like^ 
And  gladly  ferve  with  aU  a(reccion  ; 
Crete  is  the  pain  which  at  mine  hert  dbdi  ftlckc 
Till  I  be  fpcd  by  thyne  eleccion ; 
Helpe,  ladie  goddes !  that  po(re(fion 
I  might  of  her  have  that  in  all  my  life 
I  clepin  (hal  n>y  qoene  and  hert*is  wife ; 

And  in  the  Couru  ofLuve  to  dwell  for  aifr 
My  wiU  is,  and  doin  the  facrifice. 
Daily  with  Diane  eke  to  fight  and  fraie. 
And  holdin  werre,  as  might  will  me  fuffice  ; 
That  goddes  chafte  1  kepin  in  no  wife 
To  ferve ;  a  figge  for  all  her  chaftite  ! 
Her  lawe  is  for  religioufite. 

And  thus  gan  fini(h  prayir,hude,and  preke,. 
Whichc  that  1  yove  to  Venus  on  my  kne, 
And  in  myne  herte  to  pondir  and  to  peice 
I  gan  anone  her  image  freihe  beautie ; 
Heile  to  that  figure  fwete,  and  heile  to  the, 
Cupide !  (quod  1 )  and  rofe  and  yede  my  weie ; 
And  in.  the  temple  as  I  yede  I  feie 

A  (brine  furmountyng  all  in  ftonis  riche. 
Of  whiche  the  force  was  plefaunce  to  mine  eye« 
With  diamonde  or  faphire  nevir  liche 
I  have  none  feen,ne  wrought  fo  wondirlies 
So  when  1  met  with  Philobone  in  hie 
I  gan  demaunde  whofe  is  this  fepulture  X 
Forfothe,  (quod  (he)  a  tendir  creature 

UflmniJ  there,  and  Pitie  is  her  name; 
She  ikwe  aa  ogle  wreke  hym  on  a  flie. 
And  plttckc  llk^  wiogr^d  eke  him,  in  kit  |;am^ 
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And  tendir  herte  of  that  hath  made  her  die ; 
Eke  (he  would  wepe  and  mourne  right  pitouily 
To  fecn  a  lovir  fuffrc  gretc  diftrcflc; 
In  all  the  Courte  n'is  none,  as  I  dagefl*e 

That  coud  a  lovir  half  fo  well  availe, 
Ne  of  his  wo  the  torment  or  the  rage 
Aikin,  for  he  was  fore  withoutin  faile 
That  of  his  grief  (he  coud  the  hete  afwaj^ ; 
In  0ede  of  pitie  fpedith  hote  Corage 
The  mattirs  all  of  Courte;  now  ihe  is  dedde 
I  me  reporte  in  this  to  womanheddc;  [pi^7 

Forweile,  and  wepe,  and  crie,  and  fpeke,  add 
Women  would  not  have  pitie  on  thy  plaint, 
Ne  by  that  mene  to  efie  thine  herte  convaie, 
But  the  recevin  for  ther  owne  talent. 
And  faie  that  Pitie  caufith  them  confent 
Of  reuth  to  take  thy  fervice  and  thy  paine. 
In  that  thou  maicft,  to  plefe  thy  foT^aine. 

But  this  is  counfaiU,  kepe  it  fecretly, 
(Quod  ihe ;)  I  n*olde  for  all  the  worlde  about 
The  queue  of  I-ove  it  wift,  and  witte  ye  why  i 
For  if  by  me  this  mattir  fpringin  out 
In  Courte  no  lengir  ihould  1  out  of  doubt 
Dwellin,  but  ibame  in  all  my  life  endry  : 
Kow  kepe  it  cloie  (quod  ihe)  this  hardily. 

Well,  all  is  well :  now  (hall  ye  feen,  (he  (aied. 
The  fairift  ladie  undir  fonne  that  is : 
Come  on  with  me ;  dcmene  you  lich  a  maide 
With  (hamefail  drnle,  for  ye  (hall  fpeke  ywia. 
With  her  that  is  the  mirrour,  joie,  and  bliife. 
But  fomwhat  (baunge  and  fad  of  her  demene 
She  is  :  beware  your  countinaunce  be  fene. 

Not  oyirligbt,  ne  recheleiTe,  ne  to  holde, 
Ne  malaperte,  ne  rennyng  with  your  tong, 
Fdr  Ihe  will  yon  obeiiln  and  beholde, 
And  you  demaunde  why  ye  wer  hens  fo  long 
Out  of  this  Courte,  without  refon  emong ; 
And  Roiiall  her  name  is  hote  aright, 
Whofe  herte  is  yet  yyevin  to  no  wighc. 

Ai|d  ye  alfo  ben, as  1  undirdonde. 
With  Love  but  light  avauncid  by  your  worde ; 
Might  ye  by  hap  your  fredom  makin  bond. 
And  fall  in  grace  with  her,  and  wele  accorde. 
Well  might  ye  thanke  the  god  of  Love  and  lord, 
For  (he  that  ye  fawe  in  your  dremc  appere 
To  love  foche  one  what  are  thei  then  the  ncre  ? 

Yet  wote  ye  what  ?  as  my  rememberauncc 
Me  yevith  nowe,  ye  faine  where  that  ye  (aic 
That  ye  with  Love  ban  nevir  acquaintaunce 
Save  in  your  dremc  right  late  this  othir  daue ; 
Why,  yes  parde,  my  life  that  durft  I  laic 
That  ye  were  caught  upon  an  heth  when  I 
Sawe  you  complain  and  figh  full  pitouily; 

Within  an  herbir  and  gardein  faire. 
Where  flowirs  growe  and  herbis  vertuoos. 
Of  whiche  the  &vour  fwcte  was  and  the  eire. 
There  were  your  felf  full  hote  and  amorous ; 
Ywis  ye  ben  to  nice  and  daungirous ; 
I  would  ye  now  repent  and  bve  fome  newe. 
Naie,  by  my  ttothc,  I  faied,  I  nevir  knewe 

The  godely  wight  whofe  I  (hal  be  for  aye, 
Guide  me  the  Lorde,  that  love  hath  made  and  me: 
But  Ibrthe  we  went  into  a  chambre  gaie 


There  v^as  Roiiall,  womanly  to  (e, 
Whofe  ftremis,  fotill  perfyng  of  her  eye. 
Mine  hert  gan  thrill  for  beatie  in  the  ftoonde; 
Alas  (quod  1)  who  hath  me  yeve  this  wooodc! 

And  then  I  drede  to  fpeke  till  at  the  laiie 
1  gretc  the  ladie  reverently  and  wele. 
When  that  my  iigh  was  gone  and  ovirpaftc. 
And  doune  on  knees  full  humbly  gan  I  knek, 
Befechyng  her  my  fervent  wo  to  heic, 
For  there  1  toke  full  puipofe  in  my  mynde 
Unto  her  grace  my  painfull  herte  to  bynde. 

For  if  I  (ball  all  fully  her  difcrive 
Her  bed  was  rounde  by  compalTc  of  Natare» 
Her  eere  as  gold,  (he  paifid  aJl  on  live. 
And  lillie  forehed  had  this  creature. 
With  liveliihe  browis,  flawe  of  colour  pore, 
Betwcne  'the  which  was  mene  dilTeveraunce, 
From  every  browe  to  (hewin  a  diiUunce ; 

Her  no(c  direded  (beght,  and  even  as  line. 
With  forme  and  fliape  thereto  convenient. 
In  which  the  godis  milkewhite  path  doth  dune. 
And  eke  her  eyen  ben  bright  and  orient 
As  is  the  (maiagde,  unto  my  judgement. 
Or  yet  thcfe  ilerris  hevenly  fmall  and  bright. 
Her  vifage  is  of  lovely  rede  and  white  ; 

Her  mouthe  is  (hort,  and  fliitte  in  litil  fpace, 
Flamyng  fomdcle,  not  ovir  redde  I  mene. 
With  pregnaunt  lips,  and  thicke  to  kiflo  percue. 
For  lippis  thinne,  not  fat,  but  evir  lene. 
They  fcrve  of  naught,  they  be  not  worth  a  bene. 
For  if  the  baffe  ben  full  there  is  delite  ; 
Maximian  truely  ^us  doeth  he  write. 

But  to  my  purpofe ;  i  foie  white  as  fnowe 
Ben  all  her  tethe,  aud  in  ordir  thei  (londe 
Of  one  ftature,  and  eke  her  breth  I  trowe 
Surmoontith  ail  odours  that  er  I  founde. 
In  fweteneife,  and  her  body,  (ace,  and  honde, 
Ben  (harply  flendir  fo  that  from  the  hedde 
Unto  the  fote  all  is  but  womanhedde. 
1  holde  my  pece  of  othir  thingis  hidde ; 
Here  (hal  my  foule  and  not  my  tong  bcwric  } 
But  how  (he  was  airaied,  if  ye  me  bidde, 
That  (hall  I  well  difcovir  you  and  (aie  ; 
A  bende  of  gold  and  (ilk  full  freibe  and  gate. 
With  her  intrelTe  ybroudirid  full  wele. 
Right  (mothly  kept,  and  (hinyng  every  dde; 

About  her  necke  a  flower  of  freih  devifie. 
With  rubies  fet  that  ludie  were  to  fene. 
And  (he  in  goune  was  light  and  fommtr  wife, 
Shapin  full  wele,  the  colour  was  of  grene. 
With  aureat  fent  aboute  her  (idis  dene. 
With  divers  ftonis  precious  and  riche ; 
Thus  was  ihe  raied,  yet  (awe  I  ner  her  liciie  : 

For  if  that  Jove  had  this  ladie  yfeinc, 
Tho  the  faire  Caliilo  ne  Alcmena 
Thei  nevir  haddin  in  his  armis  leine, 
Nc  he  had  lovid  the  faire  Europa, 
Ye,  ne  yet  Danae  ne  Antiopa. 
For  all  ther  bcautie  ftode  in  Rofiall; 
She  femid  lich  a  thyng  celeiliall, 

'  In  bountie,  (avour,  porte,  and  fimilirwriTr^ 
Plefaunt  of  figure,  mirrour  of  delite. 
Gracious  to  (ecD,  rote  of  all  gentilneflb. 
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^th  tngell  vifajpre,  bftlei  Kd4c,  and  wfaic« ; 
Ther«  was  not  iMk,  la«£e  Daungir  had  alite 
This  goddy  freibe  in  nde  and  ffovknannce. 
And  Ibmdale  ftradnge  (he  was  for  her  pIcfiMioce; 

And  truly  fone  I  toke  my  leve  and  went 
When  Iht  had  mc  ea^nirid  what  I  wa^ 
For  more  and  noro  iiApreilin  gaa  the  dent 
Of  lAPt'k  darte  whik  I  heholde  her  fece^ 
And  eft^  againe  I  come  Co  iUdn  grace, 
And  np  I  put  my  biU  with  ientanctf  dere 
That  ibloweth  idtir.t  rode,  and  ye  ihdl  bare : 

O,  ye  Creihe  lovelie !  of  btantic  tbe  rote, 
That  Mitnre  hath  formid  ib  wele,  and  made 
Princes  and  quene,and  ye  that  teaie  do  bote 
Of  all  mylangonre  with  ybnr  wordis  glad^ 
Ye  wonndid  me,  ye  made  mt  wo  beftadi 
Of  grace  redreic  ray  mortatl  grefb,  as  ye 
Of  alt  my  tiarmc  the  very  caocir  be. 

Now  am  I  cangfat,  and  unware  fodafaily, 
IVlth  perlannt  ftftnte  of  yodr  eyin  clere, 
Subje^  to  ben  aod  fenrin  you  mekely. 
And  all  your  man,  ywis,  my  ladie  dere  I 
Abidyng  graces  of  wbiche  I  yon  reqnere, 
That  meixilefle  ye  caaft  me  not  to  fterve, 
Bnt  gnei^on  me  Uehe  as  I  maie  deferve ; 

For  by  my  trothc  the  dayis  of  my  brMh 
I  am  and  wiU  be  yoof  in  will  and  herte, 
t^iett  and  meke  for  yon  to  (joMt  deth 
If  it  require ;  now  me  o{»on  my  fmerte 
And  this  I  fwere^  I  ntwir  ihall  oot  fterte 
From  LoVis  Colirte  for  none  adterfite^ 
80  ye  would  rue  on  my  diftrefle  and  me. 

My  dcftinie,  my  fate,  and  henrei  I  bliffe. 
That  have  ftie  fct  to  ben  obedient 
Onely  to  you,  the  floure  of  all  y  wit } 
t  tmft  to  Venus  nevir  to  repent, 
For  erir  redy,  glad,  and  diligent, 
Ye  fiiall  me  fiode  in  fenrice  to  you^  graee 
Till  deth  mf  life  out  of  my  llody  rale. 

Homble  unto  your  eicellenee  (b  dlgne   ^ 
Enforcing  aye  my  wittis  and  delite 
To  ferve  and  plefe  with  glad  herte  and  benlgne. 
And  ben  as  Trolhis,  Troic*s  worthie  knighi, 
Or  Antonie  for  Cleopatra  bright, 
'And  ntfhr  yon  me  thinkts  to  renay  { 
This  ihall  I  kep^  -unto  myne  endyng  day« 

£n|»rim  my  fpdche  in  ybfir  ntemoriaU 
Sadly,  my  princes,  falve  of  all  my  fere 
And  ^iiike  that  for  I  would  bedomin  thrall. 
And  ben  yonr  owne,  as  I  have  (aied  befete, 
Ye  muit  of  ]ntie  Aitifkt  more  and  more 
Your  naan,  and  tendir  aftir  his  deferte^  ^ 
And  give  hym  corage  for  to  ben  experte  t 

For  where  that  one  bath  fet  his  berte  on  fite» 
And  findithveithir  refute  ne  plefannce, 
Ke  werde  of  comforte^  Deth  will  quiic  hii  hire  | 
Alas  that  there  ne  is  none  aUegaiince 
Of  all  ther  wo !  alas  the  grete  greraunce 
To  loTc  unloved  1  but  ye,  my  ladie  dere  t 
lo  other  wife  male  goveme  this  matere* 

Truly  gramercie,  frende !  of  your  gode  wiU^ 
And  of  your  profir  in  your  hmnble  wifo, 
9iit  for  your  Icrvice  t^  9od  hepe  it  iUlli 
Vox..  I. 


And  wher  yie  (aie  I  ought  ybn  wdl  to^  chei'iibei 
And  of  your  grefe  the  remedie  devife, 
I  knowe  not  why ;  I  n*am  acquaintid  well 
With  you,  ne  vrote  not  fothly  where  ye  dweU* 

In  art  of  love  I  write  and  fongis  make. 
That  nuue  be  fang  in  honour  of  the  kyng 
And  queue  of  Love,' and  then  I  undirtake 
He  that  is  fadde  Audi  then  foil  mcry  fyng^ 
And  dangiirotts  not  ben  in  ctery  thyng  t 
Befcche  1  you  but  feen  my  will  and  rede. 
And  let  your  anfrrere  put  me  out  of  drede* 

What  is  yoUr  name  r  reherie  it  here,  1  praie> 
Of  wheas  and  where,  of  what  condicioo. 
That  ye  ben  of  1  let  fe ;  come  of  and  faie ; 
Faine  would  I  knowe  your  difpoiicion  t 
Ye  have  put  on  your  olid  entencion. 
But  whate  ye  mene  to  ferve  me  I  ne  wote, 
Saufe  that  ye  faie  ye  love  me  woundir  hotci 
My  name,alasmy  herte!  why  makesthou  ftrausge} 
Philogenet  1  cal'd  am  ferre  and  nere. 
Of  Cambrige  clerke,  that  nevir  thinke  to  chaungtt 
Fro  youi  that  with  your  hevenly  ftremis  dere 
Ravuhe  myne  herte  and  ghoft,  and  aU  in  fore  : 
Since  at  the  firft  I  write  my  bill  for  grace 
Me  thinke  I  fo  fome  mercie  in  your  foce. 

And  what  1  mene,  by  God  that  ll  hath  wronffiitf^ 
My  bille  now  makith  final  mencion, 
That  ye  ben  bdie  in  myne  inward  thought 
Of  all  myne  herte  withontin  offencion, 
That  \hktt  love,  and  have  fith  I  begon 
To  drawe  to  Courte ;  lo  then  what  might  I  diet 
1  yelde  me  here  unto  your  high  nobley^; 

And  if  that  I  offende,  or  wilfolly 
By  pompe  of  herte  your  precept  difobaie^ 
Or  doen  Againe  yonr  WiUe  uolkilfully, 
Ot  grevin  you  for  emeft  or  for  plaie, 
Correde  ye  me  right  iharply  then  1  praie» 
As  it  is  feen  unto  your  Womanhede, 
And  rewc  on  me,  or  els  I  n*am  bat  dede. 

Male,  God  forbede  to  feffe  you  fo  with  gracei 
And  for  a  word  df  fugrid  eloquence 
To  have  compa0ion  in  fo  lilyl  fpace  \ 
Then  were  it  tyme  that  fome  of  us  wef  hens  1 
Ve  ihall  not  finde  in  me  foehe  infoletice  : 
Aye,  what  is  this !  mile  ye  not  fufre  fight  ? 
How  maie  .ye  Idke  upon  the  eandill  li^t, 

That  dere  is  and  hottir  then  is  myne  eye  t 
And  yet  ye  foi^  the  bemis  perfe  and  irete. 
How  ihall  ye  then  the  ctodill  light  endrie? 
For  well  wotte  ye  that  hath  the  ibarpir  hete  t 
And  there  ye  bidde  Me  you  corredfc  and  bete 
If  ye  oflfcnde ;  naie,  that  maie  not  be  doen^ ; 
There  come  but  few  that  fpedin  here  fo  fone, 

Withdrawe  your  eye,  witbdrawe  from  prefena 
Hurte  not  your  felf  through  foly  with  a  loke^  [eke  i 
I  would  be  fory  fo  to  make  you  Acke ; 
A  woman  ibould  beware  eke  whom  ibe  toke  : 
Ye  beth  a  elerke,go  ferchin  wul  my  boke 
If  any  women  ben  fo  light  to  wione  i 
Naie*;  tibide  a  while  tbo  ye  were  all  my  kimte} 

So  fone  yc  maie  not  win  myne  bert  in  truth) 
The  guife  of  Court  will  ieen  your  ftcdfaftneflcy 
Aid  as  yo»  doen  to  have  upon  yen  feitth) 
M  m 
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Your  owne  deferte  and  bwly  gentUncfle 
That  will  reward  you  joye  for  hcvineflc, 
And  tho  ye  waxin  pale,  and  grene,  and  dede. 
Ye  mufte  it  ule  a  while  withoutio  drede. 

And  it  accept,  and  grutchin  in  n*  wife : 
But  wheras  )C  me  haSily  delire 
To  bene  to  love,  me  thiidEe  ye  be  not  wife } 
Cefe  of  your  language,  cefe  I  you  requtre. 
For  he  that  bath  thit  u  y tre  bene  here 
May  nat  optainc  ;  than  manraile  I  that  ye 
Be  now  fo  bold  of  love  to  tretc  with  me. 

A,  mercy,  hert !  my  lady  and  my  love, 
"My  rightwifc  princefle  and  my  lyv'is  gti^ ! 
Kowe  may  I  plein  to  Venus  al  above 
T'hat  routhks  ye  me  gave  thia  wounde  fovride  : 
What  have  I  done  ?  why  may  it  not  betide 
I'hat  for  my  tiouthe  1  may  recevid  be  ? 
Alas  than  your  daungir  and  cruikie ! 

In  wolul  houre  I  gote  was,  welawey ! 
In  woful  hour  foiUrid  and  yfeddc, 
in  woful  hour  ybome,  that  I  ne  may 
My  fupltcacion  fwetely  have  yfpeddie ; 
The  frofty  grave  and  cold  miii&e  be  my  bed^e 
Withoute  yc  lift  your  grace  and  mercy  ihewe. 
Death  with  his  axe  fo  fafte  on  me  dothhewe. 
.     So  grcte  difefe  and  in  fo  htil  while, 
Soliiil  joy  that  felte  I  nevir  yet. 
And  at  my  wo  Fortune  ginnitb  to  (hiyle. 
That  Dcvir  ctBt  I  fcltc  fo  harde  a  fitte ; 
Confoundid  ben  my  fpiritcs  and  my  witte 
*ril  that  my  lady  take  me  to  her  ciu-e 
"Whichc  J  lovebeAe  of  erthely  creature. 

But  that  I  like  that  may  I  not  come  by. 
Of  tha^j  plain  that  have  I  habondaunce; 
Sorowe  and  thought  they  fit  me  wondir  nye ; 
Me  is  withhold  that  might  be  my  plefaunce ; 
Yet  ti^e  again  my  worldly  fuffiiaunce, 

0  lady  brignt !  and  faufe  your  faithful  true, 
And  or  I  die  yet  ones  upon  me  rewe» 

With  that  I  fell  in  founde  and  dede  at  ftone, 
\Vith  coloure  ilaine  and  wannc  as  aih^  pale. 
And  by  the  hande  ihe  caught  me  up  anoa; 
A  rife  !  (quod  (he)  what,  have  ye  dronkin  dwale  ? 
"Why  ilepin  ye  ?  it  is  no  nitirtale. 
Now  mercy,  fwete !  (quod  I)  iwisafiraied. 
"What  thing  (qnod  ihe)  hath  made  you  fo  dilmaied  ? 

yow  wote  I  wcl  that  ye  a  lovir  be. 
Your  hew  is  witnefTe  in  this  thing,  ihe  (aid  ; 
Yf  ye  vk^refecret  ye  might  knowe  (quod  Ihe) 
Curteife  and  kinde  all  this  fliuld  be  aleide ; 
And  now,myne  bcrte !  al  that  I  have  mifleid      ' 

1  ihal  amend,  and  fet  your  herte  in  efe. 
That  worde  it  is  (quod  1)  that  doth  me  pleic. 

But  this  I  charge,  that  ye  the  ftentiskepe. 
And  breke  them  not.  for  floth  nor  ignoraunce; 
With  that  (he  gan  to  fniile  and  laughin  depe. 
Ywis  (quod  I)  I  will  do  your  plefaunce ; 
The  xvi  (iatute  doth  me  grete  grevaunce, 
But  ye  mnil  that  releffc  or  modifie. 
1  grauntc,  (qood  Ihe)  and  fo  1  wil  truly. 

And  foftely  than  her  cOlourc  gan  appeife 
As  role  fo  red  throughout  her  vifage  ai, 
Wherforc  mc  ihinke  that  it  'is  Kcordiiig  hete . 
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That  file  ofright  be  depxdltbfial. 
Thus  have  1  wonne  with  wordis  grq^  |Bd  (nal 
Some  godeljr  worde  of  her  that  I  love  beft. 
And  truft  flie  ihall  yet  fette  mine  herte  in  refi* 

Goth  on,  (he  iaid  to  Fbilobone,  and  take 
This  man  with  you^  and  lode  bimal  aboiite 
Within  the  Conrte,  and  fliewe  him  for  my  iske 
What  lovirs  dwel  witbio,  and  ai  the  route 
Of  offidrs,  for  he  is  oute  of  donte 
A  ftranngiryet.   Come  on,  (quod  PhiloboBc) 
Phibgenet,  with  rae  nowe  muft  ye  goo.    ' 

And  ftalking  fofte  with  efy  pace  I  (awe 
Aboute  the  king  yftondin  environ 
Attendaunce,  Diligence,  and  ther  felow 
Forthirir  Afpermuoce,  and  many  one, 
Dred  to  offende  there  ftode,  and  not  aloae, 
For  there  was  eke  the  cmil  adveritfye, 
The  lovirt  fo,  that  deped  isDifpleAire, 

Whiche  imto  me  fpake  angrily  and  Ccllct 
And  (aid.  My  lady  me  diflevin  (hall ; 
Troweft  thou  (quod  ihe)  that  al  that  (bedidtdl 
Is  true  ?  nay,  nay,  but  undir  hooy  gall 
Thy  birth  and  hers  thei  be  nothing  egal ; 
Cafte  of  thine  herte  for  all  her  wondis  white, 
For  gode  faith  (he  lovith  the  hot  aUte ; 

And  eke  remembre  thine  habilite 
May  not  compare  with  her,  this  wel  thoa  wot. 
Ye,  than  come  Hope,  and  (aid.  My  fre&de,ktbe, 
Beleve  him  not ;  Difpaire  he  ginnitb  dote. 
Alas,  (quod  ()  hero  is  both  cold  and  hotel 
The  tone  me  biddtth  love,  the  todir  nay. 
Thus  wote  1  not  what  me  is  beft  to  fay  i 

But  wel  wote  1  my  lady  grauntidtae 
Truly  to  be  nay  wottnd*is  remedy ; 
Her  gentilnede  may  not  infe^d  be 
With  doublene(re,  thus  troft  I  til  1  die ; 
So  caft  I  voide  Difpairis  company. 
And  takin  Hope  to  council  and  to  (rende. 
Yea,kQpc  that  wel  (qut^d  Philabone)  iomiade. 

And  th^te  befide,  within  a  bay  windowe, 
Sted  90t  in  grene  Ail  Urge  of  bc^  and  leogtb, 
His  herd  as  black  as  fethirs  of  the  crow, 
His  name  wasJLfttft,of  woundir  might  andlbcsg^ 
'  And  with  Delite  to  argue  there  ht  thioktb. 
For  this  was  alway  his  opinion 
That  love  was  0Bne»  and  fo  he  hath  begoooe. 

To  refon  fade,  and  ledge  an^orite. 
Nay,  (quod  Dditc)  Lpve  is  a  vertue  ckre 
And  from  the  foule  his  progiefle  holdith  be; 
Blinde  appetite  of  Luft  doth  oftin  fio^c. 
And  that  is  finne,  for  refisn  bckith  there. 
For  thou  doeft  think  thyneighbour's wife  towifls^ 
Yet  thinke  it  wel  that  love  may  not  be  iione : 

For  Qpd  and  (eint  they  love  right  vcrilyr 
V^ide  of  al  fyone  and  vifc^  this  know  I  wdi; 
Afleccion  of  fle(he  is  0nne  truly. 
But  verray  love  is  vertue,  as  I  fde. 
For  verray  love  may  freile  dcfire  ackck. 
For  love  is  love  withoutin  any  (inne. 
^^ovre  iUnt,  (quod  Lufte)  thou  fpekeft  not  w^ » 

And  there  I  left  them  in  thcr  arguing   [p"^- 
Romiag  ferthir  mtm  the  caftil  widc^ 
And  in  a  coroir  licr  dodc  talkirg 
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or  leiuigs  faft  with  Vhttrj  there  beiide; 
He  laid  that  women  were  attire  of  pride, 
And  men  were  fonnde  of  natuVe  variaunte. 
And  collide  be  falle  and  IhewiA  beau  femblaiuit. 

Than  Flatiry  befpake,-  and  laid,  Iwis, 
Se,  fo  Ihe  goth  on  patins  fai^e  and  fete, 
It  doth  right  well ;  what  pretty  man  is  this  ^ 
That  romsth  here  ?  now  traly  jdrink  ne  mete 
Nede  I  not  have,  mine  herte  for  joye  doth  bete 
Him  to  beholde,  fo  is  he  godely  frellf  e. 
It  femeth  for  love  his  herte  is  tendre^  and  neslhe; 

This  is  the  Couhe  of  luily  folke  and  glad. 
And  wel  becomcth  ther  abite  and  arraye ; 
O  !  why  be  fom  fo  fory  and  fo  £idde, 
Complaining  thus  in  blak,  and  white,  and  gray  f 
Freris  they  ben  and  monkis  in  gode  fay  : 
Alas  for  rooth !  gret  dole  it  is  to  fene 
To  fe  them  thus  bewaile  and  fory  bene. 

Se  how  they  crie  and  wring  ther  handis  whit 
^or  they  fo  fone  went  to  religion, 
And  eke  the  nonnes  with  vail  and  wimple  plight 
Ther  thought  that  they  ben  in  conf  uiion ; 
Alas  1  they  fain  we  fain  perfeccion 
In  clothis  wide  and  lacke  ourlibertie. 
But  al  the  Unne  mote  on  our  frendis  be  s 

For  Venus  wote  we  wold  as  faine  as  ye. 
That  bene  jittirid  here  and  wel  befene^ 
Defyrin  wn,  and  love  in  our  (kgre 
Ferme  and  f^thful,  right  as  ywold  the  quene  : 
Our  irendis  w;^cke,  in  tendir  youth  and  grene, 
Ayenil  our  will  made  us  religious. 
That  is  the  .caufe  we  mourne  and  wailin  thus. 

Then  faide  the  monke  and  freris  in  the  tide, 
Wel  may  we  curfe  our  abbls  and  our  place^ 
Our  ftatutes  Iharpe  to  ling  in  copis  wide, 
Chaftely  to  kepe  us  oute  of  Lov*is  grace, 
And  nevir  to  fde  comforte  ne  folace. 
Yet  fuA-e  we  the  bete  of  Lovis  fire. 
And  aftir  othir  happly  we  delire« 

O  Fortune  courud !  why  nowe  and  wherfofe 
Had  thou^  they  laid,  berafte  us  libertie, 
^ithe  Nature  yave  ns  inftmment  in  Itore, 
And  appetite.to  love.anillovirs  be  ? 
Why  mot  we  fuficr  foche  adverlite 
Diane  to  ferve  and  Venus  to  refufe  1 
Ful  oftin  fythe  this  matier  doth  us  mufe. 

We  ferve  and  honour  fore  ayenfte  our  wiU 
Of  ChaHite  the  goddes  and  the  quene ; 
Us  Iclir  were  with  Venus  bidin  ftil. 
And  have  reward  for  lK>ve,  and  foget  bene 
Unto  thefe  women  courtcly,  £^eflie  and  Ihene. 
Fortune !  we  cuife  thy  whelc  of  variaunce, 
Ther  we  were  wel  thou  revill  our  plelaunce. 

Thus  leve  I  them  with  voice  of  plaint  and  aare 
In  raging  wo  criyng  fulpitoufly^ 
And  as  1  ycde  ful  nakid.and  ful  bare 
Sonif  I  beholde  loking  (iifjpiteouily^ 
On  Povirte  that  dcdly  call  ther  eye, 
And  Welaway  they  cried,  ind  were  not  faine. 
For  they  ne  might  ther  glad  delire  attaine. 

For  lacke  of  richeffe  worldly  and  of  go4c 
They  banne,  and  curfe,  and  wepe,  and  lain  AU> ! 
'i'hac  p9tene*  bi^th  us  bent  that  whilom  Itode 


At  hert*is  ele,and  fre,  and  in  gode  cafe. 
But  now  we  dare  not  (hew  our  felfe  in  place, 
Ne  us  embolde  to  dwel  in  company 
There  as  our  hert  wold  love  right  faithfully. 

And  yet  ^inewarde  Ihrikid  every  nonne. 
The  pange  of  love  {6  ftrainit^  them  to  crie ; 
Nowe  w«  the  time  (quod  they)  that  We  be  boun ! 
This  hateful  ordre  niie  wil  doen  us  die. 
We  figh  and  fobbe,  and  bleding  Inwirdly, 
Fretin^  ou^  felfe  with  thought  and  haird  complaint^ 
That  nye  for  love  \^e  waxin  iirodc  and  faint. 

And  as  I  ftode  beholding  here  and  there 
I  wai  ware  of  a  forte  ful  languifliitfg. 
Savage  and  wilde  of  loking  and  of  ch'crc, 
Ther  manteilles  and  ther  clothis  ey  terin^. 
And  ofte  they  were  of  Nature  complaining, 
For  they  ther  membirs  lackid  fote  and  hind. 
With  vihige  wry,  and  blinde  I  undirfttnd. 

They  lackid  (hap  aind  beautie  to  preferre 
Them  felf  in  16ve,ajid  laid  that  God  and  Rind 
Hath  forgid  theni  to  Worlhlpf^n  the  fterre 
Venus  the  bright,  and  leftin  al  bchinde 
His  dthir  werklsclene  and  oute  of  minde. 
For  othir  have  ther  full  fiiappe  and  beatltie,* 
And  we  (quod  they)  ben  in  defdrmite. 

And  nye  to  them  therie  wsfo  a  company 
That  have  the  Sullifs  waried  add  milraide, 
1  mcne  the  thre  of  fatallDeftine, 
That  be  our  w'efdii ;  fodenly  abi^ide 
Oute  gan  they  crie  as  they  had  ben  affraied; 
We  curfe  (quod  they)  that  evir  hath  Nature 
Yformid  ns  this  wofull  Fife  to*  endtn-e. 

And  there  he  wai  contrite  and  gan  repent^ 
Confefling  whole  the  wounde  that  Cithere 
Hath  with  the  da^e  of  bote  defire  him  fent,* 
And  howe  that  he  to  Love  mufte  fubjeft  be. 
Than  held  he  al  his  ikornis  tanhe. 
And  (aid  hat  lovirf  lede  a  bliflid  Ufe, 
Yong  men  and  olde,  and  widowe,  maid,  and  wtfi^^ 

Bereve  me,  goddeffe,  (quod  he)  of  thy  might 
My  Ikomis  al  and  Ikoffis  that  I  have, 
No  powir  for  to  mo'ckin  any  wight 
That  in  thy  fcrvice  dwel,  for  I  did  rave. 
This  knowe  I  wel  right  now,  fo  Cod  me  fave, 
And  I  Ihal  be  the  chief  poll  of  thy  faith,* 
And  love  uphold,  the  revers  who  fo  faith. 

'  DiJfMlt  ftode  not  fcrre  from  him  in  trooth, 
With  party  mantil,  party  bode  and  hofe, 
And  faid'  he  bad  upon  his  lady  routh^ 
And  thus  he  w6und  him  in  and  gan  id  glofe^ 
Of  his  entent  fuTU  doutte  I  fuppofe. 
And  al  the  worlde  he  fajd  he  loved  it  wele. 
But  ay  me  thodght  he  loved  her  nere  adele. 

Eke  Sbamifajlnejfe  was  there,  as  I  toke  hede. 
That  bfulhid  rede,  atfddarll  nat  ben  aknowe 
She  lovir  was,  for  therof  had  ihe  drede; 
She  llode  and  hiflj^  her  vifage  dovme  abwe. 
But  foche  a  fight  it  Was  to  fentf  f  troWe 
As  of  thefe  rolls  rody  on  ther  Iblke, 
Ther  toud  no  wight  her  fpy  to  fpekc  or  talk^* 

In  Lov*is  arte  fo  gan  (be  to  abalhe^ 
Ne  durft  not  uttir  al  her  privite. 
Many  a  firipe  and  nmny'  a  grevoufo  la(h« 
Mm  J) 
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She  gift  to  ihs.ta  t!iat  woldin  lovirt  be, 
Aod  hindered  fore  the  flmple  coini*oaltie. 
That  in  do  wife  durft  grace  and  mercie  crave, 
I^or  were  not  (he  they  nede  but  alke  &nd  have ; 

Where  yf  they  now  aprochin  for  to  lj>eke| 
Than  Shamt/aJIneJfe  rcturnith  theita  aeain, 
They  thinke  if  we  our  fccret  counfel  br^e 
Our  ladies  wil  have  fcorne  on  us  cextein. 
And  peravinturc  thinkin  grete  difdain ; 
Thus  Shaaufapneje  may  bringin  in  Difpeire  ; 
tVhen  ihe  is  dede  the  todir  will  be  heire. 

Come  forth  Avauntif ,  now  I  ring  thy  bel ; 
1  fpied  him  fone  to  God  I  make  a  vowe; 
He  lokid  black  as  fendis  doth  in  hell. 
The  firfte  (quod  he)  that  evir  did  !  Wowe 
^Within  a  wordc  (he  come,  I  wotte  not  how, 
80  that  in  armis  was  my  lady  fre. 
And  fo  hath  ben  a  thoufandc  mo  than  ihe 

In  England,  Britain,  Spain,  and  Picardie^ 
Ajtois,  and  Fraiince,  4nd  up  in  Hie  Hohmdri 
■    In  Burgoine,  Naples,  and  in  Italye, 
Kavarrei  and  Grece,  and  up  in  Hethin  lond  % 
Was  neyir  wonian  yet  that  wolde  withftond 
To  ben  at  commaund^ment  whan  I  wolde  ; 
I  lackid  heithir  (Uver  coigne  ne  gold  : 

And  there  I  met  with  this  ellatc  and  that» 
And  here  1  brochid  her,  and  here,  I  trowe : 
Lo !  there  gqcth  one  of  myn ;  and  wotte  ye  What? 
Yon  freihe  attirid  have  I  leide  ful  lowe ; 
And  foche  one  yondir  eke  right  wcl  I  knowe ; 
1  kepte  the  fbtute  whan  we  lay  ifcrc, 
And  yet  yon  fame  hath  made  me  right  ^ode  chere. 

Thus  hath  Avauntir  blowin  every  wheic 
Al  that  he  Knoweth,  and  more  a  thoutande  fold ; 
His  auntidrie  of  kinne  was  to  Lier, 
For  £rile  he  niakith  promife  for  to  hold 
His  ladis  council,  and  it  nut  unfolde, 
Wherfore  the  fecrctc  when  he  doth  unfhitte 
llian  lyith  he  that  all  the  worlde  maye  witte. 

For  falfing  fo  his  nromife  and  behellc 
I  wondir  fore  he  hath  foche  fantafie  ; 
He  lackith  witte  I  trowe  or  is  a  bcfle, 
1'hat  can  no  bette  himfelfe  with  refon  giy  ; 
By  mine  advice  Love  ihall  be  contrarie 
To  his  avail,  and  him  eke  diihonoure, 
Zo  that  in  Courte  he  ihall  no  more  fojoure. 

Take  hede  (quod  ihe  this  litil  Philobone) 
Where  Envie  rockith  in  the  comir  yonde, 
And  iktith  derke,  and  ye  ihal  fe  anune 
His  lene  bodie,  his  fading  face  and  honde ; 
Him  felf  he  frettitb,  as  1  undirftonde, 
WitneiTc  of  Ovide  Metamorphofofc ; 
The  lovir*s  fo  he  is,  I  will  not  glofc : 

For  where  a  lovir  thinkith  him  promote 
£nvie  wil  grutcbe,  repining  at  his  wele ; 
It  fwellith/ore  about  his  hei  tJs  rote, 
That  in  no, wife  he,canne  not  live  in  hele; 
And  if  the  faithful  to  his  lady  ilele 
Envie  will  noife  and  ringe  it  rounde  aboute, 
And  fey  moch  worfe  than  done  is  out  of  doute. 

And  Privie  Thought,  reioyfing  of  him  felfe, 
Ctode  npt  ferre  thcns  in  abite  mervUous ; 
Yon  is,  thought  I,  f6me  fpiritc  or  fomc  elfe,  - 
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His  ibtil  knage  Is  fo  curious ; 
How  is  (quod  I)  that  he  is  lki£d  tlntt 
With  yondir  doth,  I  n*ot  c^  what  colotirt ! 
And  nerc  I  went,  alid  j^  to  loe  and  pore» 

And  fainid  him  a  qncftioo  ftdharde; 
Whate  if  (quod  I)  the  thing  thott  lovift  bdle» 
Or  what  is  bote  dfato  Ay  painis  ^larde  ? 
Me  thinke  thon  fivift  here  in  girt  luiscft, 
lliou  wandrift  aye  from  ftuth  to  eft  aad  wdl. 
And  eft  to  nordie  :  as  feire  at  I  cantiefe 
There  is  no  pbce  in  Court  may  faokfiB  tlie. 

Whom  foloweft  thou  \  wker  iathy  hen  i6t  f 
But  my  demannde  dbile  I  the  require. 
Me  thought  (quod  he)  no  cri^turc  may  kt 
Me  to  ben  here  and  where  as  1 4efire, 
For  whare  as  Ablence  hath  done  iMit  tlM  fee 
My  mery  thonght  it  kindeletfa  yet  q^aioe. 
That  bodily  me  thinke  with  my  Ibveraiiie 

1  ftand,  and  fpeke,  and  laugh,  nid  kifie,  and  hiMe, 
So  that  my  thought  comfortith  me  fid  oit ; 
I  tlnnk,  Ood  wote,th«iidi  al  the  wmM  beftft 
I  wil  be  true ;  I  this&e  ttfo  howe  fefte 
My  lady  is  in  ipcche,  and  this  on  loft 
Bringtth  mine  herte  with  joie  and  gret  gjadneftj 
This  privcy  thought  ahdeth  mine  hetincfle. 
And  whate  I  thinke  or  Where  to  b^  no  i 
In  al  this  erthe  can  tel  ywis  but  I, 
And  eke  there  n*is  no  fwalow  fwift  a 
So  wight  of  wing,  ne  haKe  fo  yeme  can  Hie, 
For  I  canne  ben,  and  that  right  ibdenly. 
In  heven,  in  heU,  inparadiie,and  here. 
And  with  my  lady  whan  I  wil  defire. 

I  am  of  counfel  feme  and  wide  I  wote 
With  Icrde  and  lady,  and  ther  privitxe 
1  wotte  it  a],  and  be  it  hote  or  Colde 
They  ihall  not  ij>eke  wtthout  licence  of  me; 
I  royne  in  foche  as  fefonable  be,  I 

For  firfte  the  thing  is  thought  wMbii  the  best 
£r  any  worde  oute  from  the  moudi  afterte. 

And  with  that  word  Thought  bad  iarewci  and 
Eke  furthe  went  I  to  fcne  the  Co«tt^^«rfe,[yedes 
And  at  the  dore  came  in,  fo  Ood  fne^p€de. 
Twenty  couiteours  of  i|^  and  of  afl^ 
Liche  high  and  brode,  add  as  I  me  advile 
The  Goldin  Love  and  Ledfo  Love  diey  li%kc, 
The  tone  was  fad,  the  t'odh-|;tBd  and  l^ht. 

Yes,  draw  your  hert  witfi  all  yoor  feree  and 
To  luf^ineife,  and  ben  as  ye  have  feid,  (mighr 

And  thinke  that  I  no  dro^  of  favour  li^|^t, 
Ne  ner  had  unto  your  defire  obeide. 
Til  fodenly  me  thought  me  was  alEraled 
To  fenc  you  waxe  fo  dede  of  tonminaance. 
And  Pite  bade  me  done  you  fome  pMmnce  ; 

Oute  bf  her  fhrine  ihe  tolb  from  dAh  to  Kve, 
And  in  mine  ere  ful  privily  Ihe  ipake. 
Doth  not  your  fervaunt  hens  away  to  dri^ 
Roiial,  (quod  ihe)  and  than  mine  hert^  bftttt. 
For  tendiriche,  and  where  I  lotmde  nioc&  YaAm 
In  your  perfone,  then  I  my  lelf  bethot^^ht. 
And  faide  This  is  the  man  myne  herte  hath  fbnght. 

Gramercy !  Pite, might  I  not  fulBce 
Tto  yeve  due  lande  unto  thy  {hrin^  ef  ^olde  } 
Ood  woue  I  wold,  for  ^th  tfait  yc  did  HTc 
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fnm  deth  tbUvt  for  me  I  am  behold 

To  thankm  you  z  thonfand  tymit  tolde. 

And  eke  my  lady  Rofial  the  fliene, 

Whiche  hadi  in  comforte  fet  mine  herte  I  wene. 

And  here  I  make  myne  pvoieAacioB, 
And  depely  fwere  as  mine  powir  to  baie 
Faithfniy  de^roide  of  variacioo. 
And  her  forbere  in  angir  pr  in  tene* 
And  ienrioeable  to  my  world*is  quene  * 
With  al  my  refon  and  tntelligence. 
To  done  her  hononr  high  and  reT^-enet. 

I  had  not  fpoke  fo  fone  the  worde  bat  ihe 
My  fovdrain  did  thanke  me  hertily. 
And  faid,  Abide,  ye  ihal  dwelle  ftiU  with  me 
Till  lefoQ  come  of  May*  for  than  truly 
The  king  of  Love  and  al  hit  company 
Shall  holde  his  fefte  fnl  rially  and  welle  ; 
And  there  I  bodetU  that  the  feibn  felle. 

On  May^y  whan  the  lark  began  to  ryfc 
To  matins  went  the  lufty  nightingal 
Within  a  temple  fliapin  hauthom  wife. 
He  might  not  flepe  in  all  the  nygfatirtale. 
But  Dmime  Ukim  gan  he  crie  and  gale; 

Jaiia my  wMutb  $Sy  fraififig  n^w  Sntfryt. 

The^le  lang  FtmU  bodies  a). 
And  let  us  joyc  to  Love,  that  is  eure  helth| 
And  to  the  deflce  anon  they  pn  to  faU, 
And  who  came  late  he  prec^d  in  by  ftelth. 
Then  fiued  the  £uicon,  our  owen  hcrtia  wcUbt 
DrntrnDmnnm  titfitr^  \  wote 
Tih»tktg9dibq$<kmmM$hmmilnuhit. 

(kHensmmtf  Uid  ^  popiqgay. 
Tour  might  is  told  in  beven  imd  firmament. 
And  then  came  in  the  goldfinche  freihe  and  gay, 
And  iaied  this  p0dme  with  hcrtcly  glad  intent, 
I>mim  ^  Urr^  this  Latin  intent 
Thtpi^fJLtnt  Uihyrtb  mi^viruMmtt 
And  than  the  wren  gan  fcippin  and  to  dfinnce  ^ 

Cmmammit  me  wt/  tiu  lefrnfir  to  rtA^ 
This  le^ende  is  of  al  that  woldin  dye 
Mmirs  for  Love,  Ood  yef  the  foulis  ipede. 
And  to  the  Venns  iinge  we  oute  of  drede, 
By  tnfloeace  of  al  thy  vertue  grete, 
Be&ching  the  tokepe  us  in  our  betCf 

The  ief:onde  leflon  robin  redebrefte  lai^g^ 
Hail  to  the  god  and  goddes  of  our  |ay  ! 
And  to  the  ledom  amorily  be  fprang, 
Hail,  (quod  be}  o  thpu  if  dhe  Uht^  of  May  t 
Our  monith  glad  that  iingin  on  the  fpray. 
Hail  to  the  nouris  rede,  and  white,  and  ble^rc, 
Whiche  by  tber  vertue  makith  oiir  l^l^  new ! 

The  tbirde  leffon  the  turtil  dove  tpke  up. 
And  therat  lough  the  n^vis  in  a  fcome. 
He  Iai4,  Q  f^od  I  isj^oteldioeoriiippe 


O?    LOVS.  s^ 

This  foliihe  dove  wil  gife  us  al  an  home. 
There  ben  rieht  here  a  M.  bettir  borne 
To  rede  thisleflbn,  whiche  as  wel  as  he,  * 

And  eke  as  bote,  can  love  in  al  dcgre. 

The  tuztil  dove  (aid,  Welcom,  welcom  May» 
Gladfom  and  light  to  lovirs  that  ben  trewe, 
I  thanke  the  lord  of  Love  that  doth  purvey 
Jor  me  to  rede  this  lefTon  al  of  dewe. 
For  in  gode  foth  of  corage  I  purfue 
To  ierve  my  ipake  tyU  deth  us  muft  departe, 
And  than  T»  mtttm  &ng  he  al  ^parte. 

7tf  J)€um  am»m  ftng  the  thnmil  cocke, 
Tuball  him  (elf  the  firfte  mufidan 
With  key  of  armony  coude  not  onlocke 
Sofwete  a  tewne  as  that  the  thruftil  can, 
7i^  A>cidr  «f  Xtfw  Of  «r4^  (quod  he)  thaOt 
And  io  done  al  the  urahs  gret  and  lite. 
Honour  we  Bday  in  fols  lovirs  difpite. 

Dmmmus  regMvk^  find  the  pecocke  ther^ 
Th*  hrd  rfL9V*f  ihat  mighiy^iiui  iwt/. 
He  u  rtumd  here  Mid  urery  toiere, 
Nowe  ymHUieUn^t  what  menith  this  ? 
Said  than  the  lynet,  ff^il<9m  lord  ^  bUJim 
Oute  ftette  the  owle  with  BaudUiti  I 
What  menith  al  this  mery  fare  \  (quod  he.^ 

iMtdatt  fang  the  larke  with  voice  ful  ihril, 
And  eke  the  \^^t  OadmirabiU! 
This  quire  wil  Utrow  min  eris  pers  and  thrd, 
But  iidiat  f  welcom  this  May  lefon  (quod  he^ 
And  honoure  to  the  lord  of  Love  mote  be. 
That  hath  this  fefte  fo  folempne  and  Cb  hie  ; 
Amen  faid  al,  and  fo  faid  eke,  the  pie. 

And  forth  tl^e  cockowe  gan  procede  anoa 
With  Bened^tu  I  thanking  God  in  haft 
That  in  this  May  wode  vifite  them  echon, 
And  gladdin  them  al  while  the  feft  ihal  lai^ 
And  therwithal  a  lau^htir  oute  he  brafte, 
I  thanke  it  God  that  I  ibuld  ende  the  fong, 
And  al  the  fervice  whiche  hath  ben  fo  long. 

Thus  fang  they  al  the  fervice  of  the  fcue,  ' 
And  that  was  done  right  erly  to  my  dome. 
And  furth  goth  al  the  Courte  both  mo|l  and  left 
To  fetche  the  flouris  frelh,  and  br^unch,  and  blom 
And  namelyhauthom  brought  both  page  andgroqr 
With  Ireih  garlantis,  party  blew  and  white, 
^d  than  rejoyfin  in  ther  g^ete  delite. 

Eke  eche  at  otbir  threwetbe  flouris  bright 
The  prymerofe,  the  Violete,  and  the|;old^ 
So' t£ui  aa  I  beheld  the  roial  fight 
My  lady  gan  me  fodenly  behold, 
And  with  a  trewe  love  plitid  many*  a  folde 
She  fmot  me  through  the  very  herte  ai  blivt^ 
A^d  V^uf  yet  I  t|Mn)w  I  am  alive.  _      «' 
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fTbtsiopk,  taken  for  tie  mq/lfart  out  of  Tie  Proverii  qf  Solomon^  is  a  warning  to  uki 
^fed  oftbf  4^peilfii/  cotrfany  ^ women. 
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Detno  the  manyfolde  incoDTenience 
f  alTing  by  uiibrydlid  proTpentt, 
•Whichc  k  not  temprid  with  moral  prudence* 
Nothing  more  wcltbie  than  in  youth*is  freltc, 
Mbvid  I  am  bothe  of  rirht  and  equite 
To  youth'if  wclc  fomwhat  for  to  endite 
Whereby  he  may  himicl^  fafecondite. 

And  firfte  1  note  as  a  thipge  inpfl  np^ouSi 
And* unto  youfh  a  greroua'iiulady, 
Amongis'us  callid  me  encomlnrous. 
Vcxyng  alway  jfonge  peple  dratmc^f i 
Ofilln  by  force  it  caufith  'hein  to  ayCi 
And  age  it  alfo  tum^ntid  by  tove« 
I  menc  bineth  the  girdle*  and  not  'a|>oye# 

Wherfore  this  werke,  whiche  U  right  Uboront, 
For  age  me  nedi^  n^t  in  honde  to  tsic, "  * 

yo  youthe  me  owith  tp  be*  obfcquious; 
Kowe  I  pegin  thus  to  worke  for  his  fake, 
.Whiche  may  t|ie  ferrence  of  love  aflakej 
To  the  lovir  as  a  mitigative. 
To  him  that  is  none  ifi  preferyatiTe* 

That  mighty  lorde  whiche'that  me  gpvimeth, 
'Tis  Youthe^  mene,  mefure  if  that  I  pacie 
In  erety  matljr  whiche  thj^  him  concemeth  : 
Firft ,  as  is  behbveful,  I  wol  aike  grace , 
And  forthwithal.nowin  this  fam^  place 
£r  .Ibe|in  I  wol  ykncte  and  fay 
Thcfc  fcwe  wordis,  and  him  of  help^  prajc  • 
*     Thou  flouringYouth,whicKe  haft  the  avauntagt 
In  ftrength  of  body,  in  lufte,  and  beaute, 
Alfo  a'precclUng  hafte  above  Age 
In  many*  a  finguler  commodite, 
Howe  be  it  one  thkig  he  hath  beyonde  the 
To  thy  moft  profite  and  gretift  availe, 
^hiche  ihuld  the  conduit,  I  mene  (ad  connlaile* 

And  yet,  gode  lorde,  of  a  prcfumpcion 
I  n*il  deprave  thy  might  and  dcitc, 
I  ly  vc  but  undir  thy  protedion,  . 
I  am  thy  fubjcdc,  1  were  thy  lyvcrie,        ' 
tor  thou  arte  grounds  of  my  profperite. 


Andfrefhift  flovHr  of  al  my  garlande, 
My  fingu*Ter  aide,  as  I  well  uodirilailde. 

But  as  he  that  oweth  his  lorde  heft  ferric^ 
And  fentire  faithe,  his  honour  to  fupportc, 
Right  fo  I  fpck6)  and  in  none  othir  wife; 
i  lu^owlege  my  felf  orte  of  the  left  forte 
Of  thy  fervauntes,  to  our  eldirs  comforte, 
Drawe  fadde  counfaile  unto  the  if  thou  Ufte, 
The  and  thy  pbwir  who  maie  then  rtfifte  \ 

Fie  on  Age,  I  fay,  undir  wofdis  fcwe. 
And  hu  erroneous  opinion  ! 
What  fpckift  of  him  whiche  faieth  moftc  Wrtroe 
All  youth  to  be  of  ill  difpofidon  ? 
Dampoith  us  all  without  excepdoo. 
And  for  a  colerable  avauntage 
He  fakth  in  hym  reftith  plfcounCull  ^^P* 

Well  fothly  mate  0ulde  counfaile  in  him  rdl| 
But  yet  his  dedls  ben  full  fcrre  therefro ; 
He  maie  we)  (aytn  with  our  pariihe  preftf 
Doith  at  T  faie  and  not  as  I  do ; 
For  I  my  fclfin  know  wclc  one  or  two 
Well  ftrickin  in  age  that  for  ncighbourhcddc 
Ywollin  to  thcr  neighbours  wivisbedde. 

He' win  in  prcfence  of  the  yong^  man 
Her  dippe  and  kifie,  ye,  and  her  doune  ylaic, 
And  to  bkre  his  eye  thus  he  layith  than, 
O  fuflre  yet  dlde  Morell  for  to  pUie, 
Now  have  I  doin  that  I  can  or  maie : 
Thus  he  (ayith  her  hufband  for  to  qnemf , 
That  he  nor  no  man  ihouldin  not  mifdcine. 

In  worde  nor  dede  nedith  him  not  be  cok; 
It*is  ifflpoffible  that  he  doe  amifle  : 
If  the  ybng  man  fpeke,  anoa  he  faieth,  Bote» 
To  rebuke  age  bdemeth  the  not  iwis : 
And  thus  his  olde  face  aye  his  warrant]^ ; 
All  is  in  hym  but  fldght  and  fubtilte, 
Andferrc  from  right  refon,  I  tellin  the. 

And,  lbortly,Age  isnotabovin  me; 

I"  Age  is  impotent,  suid  of  no  rcCftcnce ; 
Age  ttowcldic  nc  mate  not  fight  nof  fit ; 
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Whit  wcrin  Age  witboutin  my  defence  ? 
Sad  couofaile  faicft,  Givith  hfm  afliilcnce ; 
Right  reibo  is  £reihift  where  that  1  amc, 
Wherfore  in  thy  iaiyng  thou  art  to  blame. 

Sith  refon  to  me  it  rathir  accompanied 
Then  unto  Age»  whiche  is  the  opinioa 
Of  every  wife  man  not  to  be  denied. 
And  iith  fad  couniklle  procedtth  of  refon, 
Sad  couoiaile  in  me  hath  his  chefe  mancion ;     . 
This  is  uo  naie ;  but  what  then  is  the  ende 
Of  this  thy  fuailon ;  what  doeft  entende  f 

Age  to  compare  unto  thync  exceUience 
I  n'iU  prcfume  hym  foto  dignifie. 
Ye  be  not  egaU,how  be  it  Experience 
Hym  aTanntageth,  for  (he  moOte  certainly 
Hym  t^chith  what  thing  to  hym  is  contrary, 
Andofte  tsfore  tc  *and  warily  efchewe 
Whiche  thoaneYiraflaidiil  yet  nor  knewe* 

Exp^ience  maktth  a  man  mofte  certain 
Of  thing  erthly,  and  of  neceffite 
Sad  couniaile  requirich  certaintie  plain. 
So  ferre  to  movin  thus  whereto  neide  we  ? 
But  to  niy  purpoie,  as  thou  commaundeft  me; 
Shortly  mine  entent  it  thus»  and  none  other. 
Under  thy  licence  to  coan£ule  my  brother. 

Huw  ihottldift  give  any  couniaile  fo  yong, 
JLacking  experience  ?  unto  thine  ^wne  fpeche 


(1  report  me,  I  wote  as  for  thy  tong 
WiU  ferre  the  right  wel,  but  than  for  to  tech 
1  doubte  me  left  that  thy  wit  woU  not  rech ; 
Youth  and  Ezperiehce  thoo  faift  be  not  convert. 
How  ihouldift  thou  then  teche  well  unexpert  f 

Scripture  witniifith  that  God  will  oft  (hittc 
Fro  the*  hie  wittid  man  and  (hew  it  the  child. 
To  hym  1  mene  that  of  his  owne  witte 
Prefumeth  not,  but  is  debonaire  and  milde ; 
By  oounfaile  I  entend  vertue  to  bilde, 
Whiche  of  myne  elders  part  have  I  borowed. 
And  part  of  experience,  which  1'  have  forowed. 

Well,  than,  if  it  be  as  thou  lettift  fare 
Shewe  forthe  thy  dodrine,  be  not  ought  agafte ; 
I  woll  the  fupporte;  loke  thou  doe  not  fpare 
Maugre  Age,  although  that  he  frete  or  gnafte ;  . 
To  aSce  Age  counlail  herein  were  but  waft : 
Boldely  begin  ;  go  forthe  to  the  procefle ; 
Fere  not,  fithins  tAbu  art  of  foche  rurencfle. 

Graunt  mercie,  lorde !  fithin  it  the  doeth  like 
To  licence  me,  now  I  woll  and  dare  boldly 
Aflaile  my  purpofe ;  with  fcriptures  iutentike 
My  werke  vroU  I  ground,  undirfet,  and  fortehe ; 
Afpire  my  ginnyng,  o  thou  wode  Furie 
Ale(^o,  with  thy  fuftirs !  and  in  fpcciall 
To  the,  mother  of  JelouHe,  Juno,  1  calL 
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Tflxt  werk^  whtffo  fhall  fe  or  yrede 
Of  incongruite  do  me  not  impeche; 
Ordinatelie  bcboveth  me  firlt  to  procede 
In  deducclon  thereof,  right  at  the  leche 
His  paciente*t  licknes  owcth  firft  for  to  feche. 
The  which  knowen  medicin  he  ihould  aplic. 
And  ihortly  as  he  can  (hape  remedie. 

Right  io  by  couniail,  willing  the  to*  exhort, 
O  yong  man  profperous !  which  doth  abounde 
In  thy  floures  of  lufte,  belongeth  on  the  fort. 
Me  nrfk  to  coniidir  what  *is  rote  and  ground 
Of  thy  miichefe.  whiche  is  plainlie  yfound 
Woman,  yfarcid  with  fraud  and  difccipt, 
To  thy  confufion  mofte  alledive  baite« 

Flie  the  miTwoman  left  Ihe  the  difceve. 
Thus  faith  Salomon,  which  taught  was  fullie 
The  falihed  of  women  in  his  daies  to*  conceve; 
The  lips  of  a  ftrumpet  ben  fwetir  than  honic. 
Her  throte  fouplid  with  oile  of  flatiric. 
How  be  it  the  ende  and  efietSle  of  all 
Bitteier  is  then  any  wermwode  or  gall. 

Flic  the  mifwoman  if  thou  love  thy  life  : 
Beware  of  the  ftraungir's  blandc  eloquence ; 
^uaungir  I  cdl  her  that  is  sot  thy  wifci 


Of  her  beautie  h»ve  ofi  concnpifceace. 
Her  countinaunce,  pretendyng  benevolence ; 
Bevrare  her  fignet  and  eye  fo  amiable, 
Holde  it  for  fcrone  thei  hen  difcevable. 

JLo,  here  an  enlamplc  what  women  be 
tn  tber  fignis  and  continuance  (hortlie  1 
1  woll  (hewin  the  how  loviris  t^ire 
Ylovid  one  woman  right  entirelie, 
Eche  of  them  kncve  othiri's  maladie. 
Wherefore  it  was  all  ther  daily  labour 
Who  coud  approchin  next  in  her  favour. 

Al  fondrie  fefoQs,  as  fortune  requireth, 
$everaUie  thei  came  to  fe  her  welrare. 
But  ones  it  happinid  Love  them  fo  fireth. 
To  fe  ther  ladie  thei  all  would  not  fpare ; 
Of  othir*s  comyng  none  of  them  were  ware. 
Till  all  thei  mette  whereas  thei  in  o  place 
Of  ther  ladie  fawe  the  delirid  lacb. 

To  fuppir  fct,  full  fmallie  thei  coude  etc; 
Full  fobir  and  demure  in  countinaunce. 
There  taricd  none  of  *hem  for  any  mete. 
But  on  hib  ladie  to  give  attendaunce, 
And  in  fccretc  wile  fome  Ognihaunce 
Mm  iiij 
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Of  love  to  hare,  the  whiche  percetyng  ib« 
Fctelie*  eseaittd  thui  her  propeite. 

In  4ue  feibn,  as  (he  alwiie  afpied 
Every  thyng  to*  execute  coovenientlie, 
tier  one.lovir  firftfreixmie  ihe  eyed. 
The  fecond  ihe  offred  the  ctippe  to  cuitiilie. 
The  thirde  fiie  gave  a  tokin  fecretlie, 
Uodiraeth  the  horde  (he  trade  oo  his  fote. 
Through  his  eptraiUstiklid  the  herte  rote. 

By  yonr  lev^ >  might  1  here  a(ke  a  qveflioo 
Of  you  my  maiftirs  that  fewe  k>v*is  trace, 
To  you  lilcely  helongeth  th^  fpl^oa 
Whiche  of  thefe  thre  yftode  now  in  her  gface ! 
Clerely  (o  anfwere  ye  would  adce  long  fpace. 
The  mattir  is  doubtful!  and  opinahk ; 
70'  afccrtain  you  1  woUmy  felf  enable. 

Of  the  fprefayid  thre  my  (elf  was  one, 
^o  man  can  anfwere  it  bettir  then  |  j 
flei^elyof  us  bilovid  was  there  n<mc. 
But  Watt*is  packe  wc  bare  all  by  and  by, 
"Whiche  at  the  lail  I  my  (elf  gan  afpie. 
And  time  as  me  thought  then  I  Idt  thedaonce  t 

0  thonghtfoll  hert^,  gret  is  thy  grevaunce ! 
Hence  fro  me !  hence !  that  me  for  to  en4itc 

]Ha]pe  aie  here  afore,  o  ye  Mufis  ^ine ! 
Whilom  ye  were  wont  oe  mine  aide  and  Ught| 
My  pcnne  to  dir^ d,  my  brain  to*  illumine ; 
No  lengir,  alas !  maie  I  fewe  your  dodrine. 
The  freibe  luilie  metirs  I  won*  to  make 
Jiave  ben  here  afore  I*  uttirli^  foriakc. 

Come  tiither  Erinnys,  and  ye  Furies  all 
Whiche  fer  ben  undre'  us  nigh  the  nethir  pole, 
Where  Pluto  reignith,  o  kyng  Infemall ! 
fiende  out  thine  Arpies,  fend  Angui(he  and  Dp|e, 
^iferie  and  Wo,  leve  ye  me  not  fole. 
Of  right  be  prefent  muft  Pain  and  Turment, 
The  pa^c  Deth  befemeth  not  to  be  abfent. 

To  ine  now  1  call  ^Uthis  lothfome  fort 
^y  paines  t*  encrefe,  my  forowes  to  augment, 
For  worthie*  !  ain  to*  be  bare  of  all  comfort, 
Thus  (ith  I  have  confumid  and  mifpent 
Kot  onely  my  dales  but  fivefolde  talent 
That  my  Jx)rde  gave  me,  I  can  not  recompence, 

1  ma}c  n*ot  to  dcrcly*  abye  my  negligence. 

By  the* path  of  penaunce  yet  wolir revert 
To  the  well  of  grace,  mercie  tjiere  to  ietche ; 
Pefpidft  not  God  the  meke  contrite  herte. 
Of  the  cocke  crowe,  alas !  I  would  not  retche. 
And  yet  it  is  not  late  in  the'  feconde  wetche ; 
Mercie  (hall  I  purchace  by  'incelTaunt  criyfig, 
The  mercies  pf  our  Lorde  cr  (hall  I  fjrng. 

But  well  mayift  thou  waile,  wicked  woman, 
*|1iat  thou  (huldeft  dif(:eve  thus  an  innocent ; 
In  recompence  of  my  (inne,  fo'  as  I  can. 
To*  al  wol  I  make  and  leve  this  monument. 
In  (hewing  part  of  thy  fallbcd  is  myne  entent, 
for  all  were  to  moche,  1  cann*ot,  well  I  wote, 
7he  caufe  (hewith  plainly  he  that  thus  wrote. 

If  f4  the  yerth  wer  parchment  fcribable, 
$pedie  for  the  hapde,  and  all  mapir  ^ode 
Wer  hewed  anjl  propprcioned  to  pcnnis  able, 
^11  water  ynke  eithir  in  dampie  or  flode, 
Every  man  being  a  parfite  fcribe  and  gode, 
The  curfidncCTc  yet  and  dcfceiptof  woQ.cn 

Cevd  m  b?  fecwi^  l>y  tb?  »?pc  of  pcwi?, 


I  flic  all  odiovs  referabkoMef ; 
The  devil'ia  brMide  call  women  t  mighta 
Whereby  man  it  enceafid  to  miichaiiaccs, 
Or  a  (Unkyng  rofc,  thai  faircb  in  fight, 
Or  dedly'  eaapoiiiDO,  like  the  fngir  while, 
Whiche  by  his  fwetiiele;cauilth  man  to  taft. 
And  fodainly  fleeth  aod  hringeth  him  to*  his  hft. 

It  *is  not  my  nnoir  to  vie  (bcfac  lanrae, 
But  this  nay  do^tne  as  I  maie  hwfalue 
r  woU  wholly  graoade  with  aa^Uioritiefiife, 
Willing  wiiedoone  and  vertoe  edefte : 
Wine  and  wwntn  into  apoftafie 
Caufe  wifementaldl}  what  is  that  to  fiae^ 
Of  wifedoRic  caaie  them  to  fotget  the  wait ; 

Wherefore  the  wUomb  dd&th  the  adfKt, 
In  wh^ewordiscanbe  feande  no  Myofi 
With  the  ftrapngir  to  (ittki  in  ao  wifis 
Whiche  it  not  tl^  wife;  fall  not  in  ctippyof 
With  her,  bot  beware  eke  of  kc^  ki^lfyog* 
Kepe  with  her  in  wiiM  no  aUercaeioii, 
lA  thyne  herte  hJii  by  indinadon, 

Maie  a  man,  thinkift,  hsda  and  (afidy  Ue 
Fire  in  his  boibme  without  cmpairemenc 
Andbrtnningofhisdochtt?  orwhiderheo^ 
Walke  on  hatte  colis  his  fete  not  yWaoU  f 
As  who  £uth  naie,  and  whereby  is  mcate 
This  fore(aicd  proverbc  and  (imalitndc. 
But  that  thou  ridde  the  plainly  to  denude 

From  the  flattirirs  fofgettyng  b^  SJ<^ 
The  gide  of  her  youth,  I  menc  &hamfimws, 
Whiche  (hopld  caufe  her  maidinhed  to  shi4fi 
Her  Godd'is  behefte  eke  (he  full  rechelefie 
Not  retchine  committeth  to  forgetfulne^ 
Neithir  God  ne  (hame  in  her  havyng  plxe; 
Nedis  mu(^  foche  a  woman  lack^  grace. 

And  |11  that  neighin  her  in  waie  of  fin 
To  touine  of  grace  (hall  lacke  the  influence, 
The  pathis  of  life  no  more  tp  come  in, 
Wherefore  firft  frendd  the  with  &pieoce, 
Remembring  God,  and  aftir  with  Prudence, 
To  thyne  owne  yre\c^  that  fo  thei  may  the  kepci 
Vnto  thype  hert^  left  her  wordiscrene* 

In  his  boke  where  I  take  my  m^fti  pound, 
And  in  his  Proverbis,  fage  Salomon 
Tellith  a  tale  which  is  plainly  found 
In  the  flveth  chapter,  whedir  in  dede  do9 
Or  mckely  (eined  to  our  inflrucdon 
Let  clerkes  determine,  but  this  am  I  fore, 
Moche  like  thyng  I  my  (df  have  had  ia  afC< 

At  my  vrindowc,  fiueth  he,  I  loktd  oat, 
Faiie  yooge  peole  where  I  (hwe  many, 
Emong  ^hem  all,  as  I  lo|ud  about. 
To  a  yong  man  fortuned  I  lent  myne  ejei 
Eftraungid  from  his  minde  it  was  Ukdy  > 
By  the*  ftret^  at  a  cpmir,  nigh  his  own  hoQi| 
He  wept  about  with  eye  right  curipsi 

When  that  the  daie  his  light  began  withdrtw«i 
And  the  night  approchid  in  the  twinlight. 
How  a  woman  came  aad  met  hym  I  fawe. 
Talking  with  h^m  undir  fliade  of  the  nijht; 
Now  blcifid  be  Qod  (quod  ftie)  of  hisuSfht, 
Whiche  hath  fuWUid  myne  hcrfb  defire, 
Aflakcd  my  painis,  which  were  bote  as  fire. 

And  yet  myne  audhour,  as  it  is  gode  W^ 

To  io\9m  \  mH^  (cU  ^  anmcoti 
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ft*  was  fiU  nk^  fottlit  like  to  fpiU, 

Aa  nice  in  cottntioauiice  yet  as  in  eimiente, 

For  jiBglyng  (he  was  of  reft  impadentey 

W^ndiiTng  ftiU  in  no  place  (he  yftode. 

But  reftleffe  now,  and  now  ont  forthe  flic  yode  i 

Now  in  the  host  flie  was,  now  in  the  ftrete, 
ITow  at  a  eornir  fiie  ftandeth  in  awaite, 
Inoeflamtly  bofie  her  praie  to  gate. 
To  Inring  to  the  lore  whom  flie  dc^  lake. 
Now  where  I  left  nnto  my  mattir  ftraite 
I  woll  tonmsn  again,  how  (he  hym  met, 
Swetily  kiflid,  and  frendiy  him  grette. 

With  wordet  of  ntrtiiie  many*  and  diverle. 
Right  aa  in  part  I  have  before  ytolde. 
Now  aa  I  can  I  purnofe  to  reherfe 
How  flie  flattiring  Aied  with  vifiige  boUe, 
I  have  made  vowes  and  offiringes  manifdlda 
For  thy^  Ikke,  o  myne  herte !  o  ray  love  dere  ? 
This  daie  I  thanke  God  all  peribrmid  were ; 

Therefore  I  came  oat  and  made  thus  afterte, 
Verie  deiifoos  your  welfare  to  fe ; 
Now  I  have  feen  yon  plefid  is  myne  herte ; 
In  faith  (hall  none  yhave  my  love  but  ye  i 
As  true  as  I  am  to  you  be  to  me : 
I  praie  yon  hertily,  dere  herte :  come  home, 
ffo  man  (hould  be  to  me'  fe  much  welcome. 

And  in  g«de  £uthe,  the  foth^  lor  to  faie. 
Tour  comyng  nnto  me  ran  in  my  thought  t 
Parke  in  yonr  ere  |  my  bedde  frcfhe  and  gaie 
I  have  behanged  with  tapettis  new  bought, 
From  Xgypte  and  from  far  countries  ybronght, 
Steinid  with  many  a  luf^ie  freflie  hewe, 
Izcedyng  golde  or  jafjpir  in  value  : 

My  chambir  it  ftrowed  with  mirreand^nfenfe. 
With  ibte  (aVoring  aloes  and  finnamome, 
Brethyng  an  aromatike  redolence, 
jSurmountyng  olibane  in  any  man's  dome ; 
Ye  (hall  bitwene  my  brpftcs  ref^  if, ye  come; 
Let  ua  now  have  our  deilrid  halfyng. 
For  we  male  Utie  be  till  in  the  momyng. 

M^ie  hufband  is  not  at  home,  he  is  v/ent 
Porthe  in  hi»  journey  a  fane  waie  from  hence, 
A  bagge  with  money  he  hath  with  hym  hcnt. 
As  hjm  thought  nede^ll  was  for  his  expence ; 
ynto  my  wordis  giye  faith  and  credence ; 
Now  is  the  moni  yong  and  of  light  duUe, 
Ere  he  come  home  it  wdU  be  at  the  fuUe. 

And  thns  craftily  hath  (he  hym  befette 
With  her  lime  rodls,  and  pantir,  and  fnare. 
The  felie  fonle  ycaught  hath  in  her  nette. 
Of  her  fugrid  inouthe,  ahs!  qothyng  warei 
And  thus  IS  he  left  gracjlefle  and  bare 
Of  helpe,  and  comfort,  and  ghofUy  (bccour. 
And,  forthirmore,  as  (ayith  myne  a^dhour. 

As  a  beft  ledde  to  his  deth  ^oith  pante 
This  yong  man  folowltb  her  in  that  ftounde. 
And  as  a  wanton  lambe  hU  ignorante 
How  he  is  pulled  and  drawin  to  be  bounde 
Unto  the  tyme  he  hath  his  deth'is  wounde. 
And  like  a  birde  that  hafttth  to  the  grin. 
Not  knowing  die  perill  of*  his  life  therein. 

Now,  gentle  fbnne,  faith  Salomon,  take  hede^ 
My  wordis  in  thy  breft  kepe  and  ma^e  Me, 
JLet  her  not  thy  mynde  in  her  waies  miflcde, 
tg  »0f  4^vid,  k(th  opt  th;f  taftei 


Many  hath  (he  wonndld,  ma«y  dooae  cafte. 
Many  ftrong  men  by  her  hath  lofte  ther  bfcdis 
Her  waies  are  waies  of  hellledyng  to  deth* 

And  in  this  lite  natracion  precedente 
The  womanne*s  manifolde  take  I  attendee 
The  yongd  man,  alas,  how  £e  hath  ihi»t  I 
Difcevid  ner  hufbande  her  own  next  fireni  ; 
In  thefc  botbe  her  Q<k1  (he  doith  offend*; 
To  breke  her  fpoufail  to  her  is  of  no  weigfac* 
Furdirmore  to  fliew  woman'9  eraft  and  fleiglil;| 

A  wonun  at  her  dore  (ale  on  a  ftaU 
To  fe  folke  pafle  by  ftretesof  the  cite. 
With  eye  and  countinaunce  eke  (he  gan  call^ 
If  there  be  any  pretie'  on£  oome  to  me, 
Oomehitbir  jc  piggis  nye,  ye  little  babel 
At  laft  (he  fated  to  a  young  man  hertleffe^ 
Of  her  deceipt  unware  ana  defenceleffe, 

Moche  fwetir,  (he  faith,  and  more  aceeptabki 
Is  drinke  when  it  is  ftollin  privily 
Then  when  it*  is  taken  in  form  avowable; 
Bread  hiddin  and  gottin  jeoperdoudie 
Ymuft  nedis  be  fwete  and  femblablie; 
Venifonftolin  Is  aie  the  (Wetir, 
The  ferthir  the  narowir  fet  the  bettir# 

And  whom  this  woman,  (aith  Salomes,  feftea 
The  yong  man  Wotith  not  whom  (he  doth  fedes 
Of  the  darke  dcpenefle  of  hell  ben  her  gefita^ 
Beware,  o  yong  man!  therefore  I  the  i^de. 
And  how  be  it  ehiefly  for  thy  gode  fjpede 
This  werke  to  compile  1  have  take  in  chatge 
I  muft  of  pitie  my  charitie'  enlarge; 

With  the  felie  man  whiche  is  thus  begiledj^ 
Her  hatband  I  mene,  I  wol  wepe  and  w^ul^ 
Hb  painfull  infortune,  whereby  reviled 
CauicleiTe  he  is,  nevir  to  eonvalle ; 
Every  man  yone  and  olde  woll  him  affaile 
•With  wordes  of  occalion  with  the  loth  name. 
And,  alas,  gode  foule!  he  nothyng  to  Wame  s 

But  (he  whiche  that  coud  fo  ill  doe  and  wqUc^ 
Hers  be  the  blame  for  her  foule  deraerite. 
And  leve  that  opprobrious  name  Cuduild 
To  apropir  to  hym  as  in  dif^ite  : 
Ranfake  yet  we  wouidin  if  that  we  might 
Of  this  wordd  the  true  ortographie, 
The*  verie  difcent  and  etymologie. . 

The  well  and  grounde  of  the  firfte  invencioft 
To  knowe  the'  ortographie  we  muft  derive^ 
Whiche  is  Coke  and  Cold  in  compoHcion, 
By  refon  as  nigh  as  I  contrive, 
Then  how  it  is  writtin  we  knowe  belive ; 
But  yet,  lo!  by  what  refon  and  what  grounda 
Ywas  it  of  the(e  two  wordis  compouaae  ? 

As  of  one  caufe  to  give  very  judgement. 
The*  etymology  let  usfirftebeholde; 
Eche  lettir  an  whole  worde  doeth  reprefenti 
As  C  put  for  Colde,  and  O  put  for  Ojde, 
K  is  for  Knave ;  thus  divers  men  don  holde  : 
The  firfte  parte  of  this  name  we  have  yfounde^ 
Let  us  ethimologiie  the  fecounde. 

As  the  firfte  nndir  mente  I  am  right  fiire 
C  fqr-Calot,  for  Of  we  bavin  O, 
And  L  for  Leudc,  and  D  for  Demenure, 
The  craft  of  the*  enventour  ye  maie  fe,  lo !  ^ 

How  one  DjUBC  fignifieth  pcrfoxui  two. 
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^     A  Colde  OMe  Kna^,  Cokcold  himfelf  wenyng, 
Afkd  eke  a  Calot  of  Leude  Detnenyng. 

The  fiecoode  caufe  of  the'  impoficioo 
Of  this  forefayid  name  was  jeloufie  : 
To  be  jeloufe  is  gretift  occafion 
To^  cokcold  t^iat  men  can  wel  afpie. 
And  ^ugh  the  pa|lion  be  very  firie. 
And  o^continuell  fervence  and  hete. 
The  pacient  aye  fuffirith  colde  on  his  fete. 

fAlnd  who  that  *is  jefous  and  aye  in  a  drede 
Is  fufl  of  melancolie  and  galiie  ire; 
His  wiv*is  nofe  if  (he  onis  mifletie4c 
He  wx>U  cat  off,  ye»andhe  woll  conTptce . 
His  deth  who  evir  that  woll  herdeiire, 
Whiche  Ibe  perceryng  braiUth  ftreight  his  gall ; 
And  az^oae  his  grete^wodenelTe  doidi  fall 

As  fone  asihe  hath  knit  for  him  that  knot 
^aw  h  he  tame  that  was  fo  ramagious ; 
Alekely  fittith  he  doune  and  taki&  his  lot ; 
^yid  ben  now  his  lokes  fo  furious. 
And  he  but  late  as  a  coke  batailous,  . 
Hote  in  his^^uareU,  to  avenge  hym  bolde. 
Now  is  he  callid  bothe  Coke  and  Colde. 

This  layipg,  to*  all  curtiGe  diflbnant* 
Wl^ich  yiemith  that  it  of  malice  grewe« 
If  this  rude  tretiie  I  ne  woll  not  plant 
As  jiarcill  thereof  but  onely  to  (hewe 
The  opinion  of  the  talcaiife  ihreweiB 
Whiche  in  ill  faiyng  ia  ever  merle 
Ko  nian  as  I  i  thereof  to  wxrie. 

But  I  as  parcill  of  this  ray  lite  boke 
WoU  grafiin  in  (bme  fadde  couniaill  wherby 
The  V^ddld  man,  if  that  he  daignc  to  loke 
pi  it,  the  bettir  (hall  mowin  hym  gie, 
And  provide  for  his  iaied  infortunie, 
Whiche  as  I  have  ffiyid  with  him  complainr 
1  woU,  as  partinir  of  hisgrete  paine. 

As  moDie  expedient  unto  his  wele 
I  woulde  that  all  jeloufie  were  abjede, 
If  he  be  jelous  that  he  it  concele. 
And  in  1^  labour  be  full  circumfpede. 
To  knowe  her  waies  if  thei  femin  fufpede. 
And  not  for  to  brcke,for  one  worde  brokin 
She  woll  not  mlHe  but  flic  woll  be  brokin. 

Forbid  her  not  that  thou  n*oldift  have  don« 
Fcf  loke  what  thyng  fo  c*ere  ihe  is  forbod 
To  that  of  all  thyogis  ihe  is  moft  prone, 
Namily  if  it  be  iU  and  no  gode ; 
Till  it  t}c  executid  Ihe*  is  nigh  wode  : 
Soche  is  a  woman,  and  foche  is  her  fete; 
Her  ^raft  by  craft  than  labour  to  defete.  . 

If  thou  hereaftir,  now  a  fingle  man, 
Shouldift  be  jelous  if  thou  haddeft  a  wife, 
Wedcfe  not  but  if  thou  can  trull  a  woman. 
For  els  ihouldift  thou  lede  a  carefuU  life ; 
That  thou  i^ofte  lothifl  ihould  ybc  full  rife; 
Yet  I  ne  will  gainfaic  matrimonie. 
But  Alelliu  efi  nubtre  fumm  ur'u 

I'hat  is  to  faie,  Bettir  is  in  wedlocke 
A  wife  to  take,  as  the  charche  doith  kenne. 
Then  for  to  ben  undir  the  fle(h*is  yoke. 
In  flcihlie  luHis  alwaie  for  to  brenne ; 
But,  as  \  fayid,  for  all  jelous  menne, 
5o  thei  livin  chafte,  I  holde  it  laffe  ill  , 
Tliat  thei  ac  wcddc  not  thao  them  fclfio  fpiU. 


The  fingle  man  whiche  thtt  is  yet  to  weddc. 
And  not  the  weddid  man,  thus  I  arede. 
To  waroe  hym  now  he  is  to  farrc  yfpedde. 
It  is  all  to  late  hym  for  to  forbede. 
But  let  hym  take  asfor  hisown^  nede 
Soche  counfaile  aa  is  hym  before  ytolde, 
Thefe  wordis  folowyng  eke  to  beholde. 

Thy  watir  to  kepe  the  wifeman  doth  techc. 
That  tkou  in  no  wife  let  it  have  iffue. 
At  a  navowe  rtfte  waie  it  woU  yfeche ; 
And  femblablie  the  woman  that  *is  untme 
To  give  her  fre  walkc  in  all  wife  cfchne  ; 
If  Ihe  at  large,  not  at  thine  hand^  waike 
She  woll  the  ihamin,thoa  (halt  it  sot  balkc 

Weddid  or  fingle  thus  faith  the  wifemaa. 
Her  which  that  both  daie  and  night  cvinnove 
Lithe  in  thy  bofome,  wife  or  yet  Irmman, 
Love  not  to  hote,  left  thou  repent  it  fiwe. 
Left  (he  th«  bryngin  into  fooie  ill  lore  : 
Thy  wife  not  to  £ve  yet  I  n*ill  fupport. 
But  that  thou  doe  not  thus  1  the  abort. 

Lo !  if  thou  bve  her  love  thine  honeftie  ; 
Be  (he  ^oc  tdill  for  what  woU  betide ; 
If  (he  fit  idle*  of  very  neceifitae 
Her  ipind^  woll  ferchin  ferre  and  eke  widcg 
Namelie  if  (he  be  not  aceompanide  ; 
How  accopnpanied  ?  sot  with  yongd  men. 
But  with  maidinia  I  mcne  or  women. 

Maidinfervauntesbe  right  convenient 
In  houfe  to  helpin  to  doe  hex  fervice. 
In  whom  (he  mate  u(e  hertcommannd^ment 
Tn  the  fefon  all  at  her  pwne  device ; 
To  techin  *hem  gode  yeve  her  thiiie  advice 
To  make  them  hufwi^ :  thus  bufine(re 
Male  yet  refirainin  her  from  idlenefie. 

But  l>id  not  her  that  thou  wolt  have  her  do^ 
Of  thine  entent  that  might  be  a  lettyng. 
But  craftily  encourage  her  therto 
By  othir  menis,  aa  by  commendyng. 
And  not  to  moche,  but  dailyng  mengyng 
Bothe  pr?ife  and  Uamd,  and  in  thy  refon 
Firft  raife  wifily  the  place  i^d  lielbn. 

Of  faithful!  will  aijtd  heit^  full  tender 
One  thing  I  call  into  rjunemberaunce 
Again,  which  thooghmy  wit  be  to  fieadef 
Aftir  my  powir  and  my  fuj&^once 
I  purpofe  to  makin  a  puireiaunce,' 
Sith  women  of  naturp  ben  chaungeable^ 
Frele,  and  not  ware,  alfo  difcevable. 

Be  it  that  thy  wife  be  excellently  gode. 
That  none  be  bet  of  difpofidon. 
In  proceffe  of  time  flie  might  turn  her  mode 
By  feme  miffe-liver*s  inftigacion ; 
Divers  men  to  thilke  occupacion 
Aplyin  daily  ther  mynde  and  eke  herte. 
From  ther  godeneffe  frele  women  to  perveite* 

If  thou  a^ie  any  fufped  peribo, 
Drawe  to  thy  wife,  beware  m  all^  wife; 
To  hyni  nor  her  of  thy  fufpeccion 
Breke  not  one  worde  though  that  thine  berteag;ti(e| 
KtmdU  mofn  andm/Atk*  vM  arife  : 
Although  he  be  of  a  corrupt  entent 
She  ]>eravcoture  is  i^yt  of  Affcot. 
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A  SAIYNG  Of  DAN  JOHN. 


Taim  bethe  four  tliingU  that  maketh  mao  afole;  |  Women  alfo  bring  men  into  dot^e; 
^ionour  firft  puttith  him  ^oto  outrag^  I  And  mighty  wine  in  many  divers  wife 

And  aldir  next  folitarie  and  fole ;  I  Diilemprin  folke  which  ben  yholdin  w^ 

The  fiecond  it  imweldy  crokid  agf ;  I 


»'  ■  I        I 


YET  OF  THE  SAME. 


TsBi  ben  four  thingb  caiifin|^  grete  Iblye ; 
Hooonr  firft;  and  fecond  nnwildy  age; 
3¥ooien  and  wine  I  dare  eke  fpec^ 
ToMke  wile  men  Cdlsi^'ioto  ^ouge  ; 


Wherfore  by  connfell  of  philorophen  iiigt 
In  gret  honour  lemith  this  rule  of  me. 
With  thine  ^au  havith  ^mniiite. 


MOTTO  Tp  JAPK  UPLAND. 


Or  fret ii  I  hare  told  before 
Vow  in  a  aotkiog  of  acredt, 


r  And  yet  I  could  cell  worfe  and  more, 
I  9ut  men  would  werricn  it  to  rede. 
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PEPtOOUl^  TO  VOUSB  OF  lUMfi 


THE  HOUSE  OF  FAME- 


IN    THREB    BOKES^ 


In  ibis  book  ujbevnei  Bow  Ae  iitii  qf  alt  men  mid  women,  Ac  tbey  good  or  b^ 

cany* J  ty  rtfcrt  tof^critf^ 


THE    PROLOGUE. 


Go9  tovne  m  crvie  dreme  to  ffpit^ 
For  it  it  wmidir  thyng  by  the*  rode. 
To  my  witc,  what  ciAth  fworinct 
On  the  ■MMTowe  or  on  crincty 
And  why  the*  cffede  foloweth  •(  teie» 
V  And  of  Ibme  it  IhaU  nevir  oomey 
tiKhT  thatit  in  avifion, 
Anosthb  a  rerehdbb, 
Vhj  ^  drenie»  why  that  a  fweven, 
Andnote^sTrery  manliche  even. 
Why  this  a  lantome*  why  that  oricUa 
I  n*ot ;  bmt  whofo  of  thefe  miradea 
The  caofietknowithbet  than  1 
Define  he,  foe  I  certunly 
Me  can  *hem  Aot,  ne  nerir  thinlce 
To  bttiie  my  witte  for  to  fwinke 
To  knowe  of  ther  fignificadona^ 
The  gendriMK  the  diibncciooa 
Ctf  the  tymet  of  "hem,  nc  the  caifif^ 
Or  why  that  this  is  more  then  that  is» 
Or  if  foUds  compleziona 
'Makt  'hem  dreme  of  refieziont; 
Or  elUf  that,  at  other  (aine. 
For  the*  grete  febleneile  of  ther  bndnei 
By  abftinience  or  by  fidLnefie, 
By  prifoi  ftriefi  or  ^cte  diiUelTe  \ 


Orellitby  di(br£n^imccv 
Or  natmnl  accnftomaance^ 
That  fome  men  be  to  cnriooa 
In  ftodie  or  melancoliont; 
Or  thnt,  ib  inly  f all  of  drcde 
That  no  man  maie  "hem  bote  redt } 
Or  ellia  that  derodon 
Of  fboM  and  coBteaqphditt 
Canfin  to  them  foche  dremit  oftei 
Or  that  (he  cmil  life  nnfolte 
Of  *hem  diat  nnkindloTit  leden. 
That  oftin  hopin-moche  or  dreden^ 
Thu  pnfdy  tWv  wiprt^opa 
Caofin  "hem  to  haire  vifiont  t 
Or  if  thatfpiritet  ban  the  might 
To  makin  folke  to  drene  on  night. 
Or  if  the  fovl  of  propir  kinde 
Be  fo  pcrfite  at  mei|  f  In^e, 
That  It  wele  wote  WbAt  if  (9  0QMt 
And  that  ho  wamith  adl  and  feme 
Of  ereriche  of  ther  aTincnret 
By  avifiont  or  by  figures, 
But  that  our  flefii  ne  hath  no  might 
To  underftandin  it  aright. 
For  it  it  wamid  to  derkdy. 
But  why  the  auftis  not  wote  f  i 
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WcU  wotln  of  this  thyngc  dcrkcs 
That  treeen  of  thai  and  othir  werkes, 
For  I  of  none  opinion 
ITill  a«  now  maJcin  menciob. 
But  only  that  the  holy  rode 
Tooming  ut  every  dreme  to  godej 
For  nevir  fithin  I  washomCy 
Ne  no  man  cllii  me  beforne, 
Ymette  I  trowe  right  tUdhkif 
So  wondirfoU  a  dreme  at  I 
The  tenthe  dale  now  of  December, 
Hie  whiche,  af  I  can  remember, 
I  woll  you  telUn  every  dele  : 
But  at  bcginnyng  tniftith  wele 
1  woU  make  invocacion 
With  devoute  fpeciall  devocion 
Unto  the  god  of  Slepe  anohe. 
That  dweUith  iO  a  cave  of  (k>fte. 
Upon  a  fireme  that  cometh  fro  Lete, 
That  it  a  flode  of  heH  unfwete, 
Beiide  a  fulke  men  depe  Ciinerie 
There  flcpith  aye  thit  god  ttnmerie. 
With  hit  flepie  thoulande  Ibnit ; 
That  alwaie  to  (lep^  ther  won  it ; 
And  to  thit  god  that  I  of  rede 
Praie  I  that  he  woUin  me  fpede 
My  fwevin  for  to  teU  aright, 
UcfCTj  drema  ftande  In  hit  n^ght. 


And  he  that  movir  it  of  aD 
That  it  and  wat,  and  etir  fliaB^ 
So  give  *hem  joy^that  it  here 
Of  all  that  thei  dremin  to  yetv. 
And  for  to  ftandin  dl  in  grace 
Of  ther  lovit,  or  in  what  )>hKe 
That  "hem  were  levift  for  to  ftonde, 
Andikalde  *hem  from  povtite*  andfcosd^ 
And  lipom  every  imnsppe  and  dtftft. 
And  fende  "hem  that  whKhmatfe*hem  plefe^ 
That  takith  well  and  fcomith  iioiighc, 
Ne  it  mifdemin  in  ther  dionght 
Tiiroti^gfa  malicioait  entcncion  \ 
And  whofo  through  prefompdflli^ 
Or  hate,  or  Ibonie,  or  thongft  eni^ 
Difpite,  or  jspe,  or  felonie,* 
Mifdeme  it,  priSe  {  Jefnt  fofifti 
Dreme  hebarefoCe  tor  dreme  he  Ande^ 
That  every  harme  tihat  any  man 
Hath  had  fithin  dse  %<drlde  begun 
Befall  hym  thereof  or  be  ftette. 
And  grauttt  Chit  he lAate  k  defei^! 

Ik>!  with  tight  fodie  oonclnfiott 
Athad  of  hb  avifion 
Crefut,  that  wat  the  Kytigof  lifAcg 
That  high  upon  a  gibet  dyde, 
Thit  prayir  (hall  he  have  of  me, 
I  am  no  bette  in  charite. 


THE   FIRiST   BOKE. 


Now  herkin, » I  liave  700  {Snedy 
What  that  I  mettc  or  I  ahraiod. 
Of  December  the  tcnlth  daie 
When  it  wat  nl^t  €0  ilepe  I  hut«. 
Right  tit  I  wat  wiMte  for  to  docn. 
And  fin  ail^  wondir  (bife. 
At  he  that  wat  werie  forgo 
On  pilgrimage  nilit  two 
To  the  corpt  of  Saind  LeooiBde, 
To  makin  lithe  that  «^fl  wat  hardt. 

But  at  me  fl^  taie  mecte  1  was 
Within  a  temple*  imadfe  df -^at. 
In  whiche  there  wetin  mo  imagea 
Of  golde  fbndyng  in  fondrie  ftagli^ 
Sette  in  mo  riche  tabimaclet^ 
Aa4  with  FcrtiviD  fhimdfr^ 


And  mo  ctiriont  portraatuHt 
And  oueint  maair  of  figurit 
Of  golde  worke  then  1  (awe  evir^ 

But  certiialy  I  n*'JL  nevir 
Where  that  it  watk  b«t  well  win  I 
It  wat  of  Vennt  redi)y 
Thit  temple,  for  in  xmrtrelture 
I  fawe  anone  right  fatr-fignr^ 
Nakid  yfletyng  in  a  (it. 
And  alfo  00  h«  hedde  ^ardc 
Her  rofy  garland  white  andxedde^ 
And  her  combe  for  to  kembe  kit  hedd% 
Her  dovit,  and  Daa'Cqpi^ 
Her  blinds  foniia,  and  Vttlcaiuv 
That  in  his  face  ywat^fuU  broun^ 

But  u  I  rwld  ng  Midd(Mnn 


jr|8  T  H  B 

I  fbuode  (hat  on  the  wall  there  was 
Thus  writtio  on  a  table*  of  brat ; 

1  %voU  onv/yigt  if  that  I  com^ 
ftht  anmies  aad  a^k  the  mam 
natjirft  came  tbrotigb  iu  defttM 
^agitifejn  Troyt  thi  emmire 
Into  Itmtie^  with  full  wusbtphe^ 
Unt9  tbeJkadU  0/Lr9h$4 1 
And  tho  beean  the  ilonfc*  anona 
iU  I  (hail  tulin  jon  echone. 
Firft  fawc  I  the  diilruccion 
Of  Troie  thorough  the  Greke  SInon 
"With  his  fdle  untrue  forfwerynges, 
-    And  with  his  chcre  and  his  lefynget, 
That  made  a  horfe  brought  into  Trof  e 
By  whiche  Trojans  lofte  all  ther  joje« 

And  altir  this  was  graved,  alas ! 
How  llion's  caftill  ailailed  was 
And  won,  and  Kyng  Pria^nms  llaio. 
And  PoUtes  his  fonne  certain, 
Bifpitoufly  of  Dan  Pyrrhns. 

And  next  that  lawe.I  howe  Venus, 
When  that  ihe  iawe  the  ca(Ull  brende^ 
Doune  from  herin  ihe  gan  difScende* 
And  bade  her  foooe  J^ieas  fie. 
And  how  he  fled,  and  how  that  he 
£(capid  was  from  all  the  pr^  , 
And  coke  his  fathre',  olde  Anchifet, 
And  bare  hym  on  his  backe  awaie, 
Crying  Alas  and  Welawaie ! 
The  whiche  Anchifes  in  his  bande 
Bare  tho  the  goddis  of  the  lande, 
1  mene  thiike  that  unbrennid  were. 
Then  fawe  I  next  that  all  in  feie 
How  Oreufa^Dan  Jfineaswife, 
Whom  that  he  lovid  all  his  life. 
And  her  yong  fonne  depid  Julo, 
And  eke  Afcanius  alfo, 
Fleddin  eke  with  full  drerie  chere. 
That  it  was  pite  for  to  here. 
And  in  a  foreft  as  thei  went 
How  at  a  toumyng  of  a  m6At 
CreiUa  was  ilofte,  alas ! 
That  rede  not  I  how  that  it  was, 
How  he  her  fought,  and  how  her  ghofle 
Bad  hym  to  fiie  the  Grekis  hofte, 
Aad  &ied  he  muft  into  Itaile, 
As  was  his  deftinie  iauns  £ule, 
That  it  was  pitie  for  tb  here,   - 
When  that  her  fpirite  gan  i^PPf^^ 
The  wordis  that  ihe  to  hym  iaied. 
And  for  to  kepe  her  fonne  hym  praicda.' 

There  iawe  I  gravin  eke  how  he,* 
His  fathir  eke  and  his  mein^ 
With  his  ihippit  began  Cb  failc 
Toward  the  conntre^  of  kklie 
As  ilreight  as  ere  thei  mightin  go. 

There  fawe  I  eke  the  cmill  Judv,^ 
That  art  Dan  Jupiter  his  wife. 
That  haiE  tllatid  all  thy  life 
Mercileis  all  the  Trojan  blode, 
Rennin  and  crie  as  thou  Wert  wode 
On  JEolus,  the  god  of  Windet^ 
To  blewia  «tt(^  iH^^Mn . 
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So  kmdd,  that  he  ihould  ydrendie 
Lord  and  ladie,  and  grome  and  weocbe, 
Of  all  the  Tojanis  nacion 
Without  any'  of  ther  ialvadon. 

There  iawe  I  foche  tempeft  arife 
That  eviry  herte  might  agrife 
To  fe  it  paintidon  the  wall; 

There  iawe  I  eke  gravin  withall 
Venus,  how  ye,  my  ladie  dere ! 
y wepyng  with  full  woiull  chere, 
Yprayid  Jupiter  on  hie 
To  iave  and  k^in  that  navie 
Of  that- dere  Trojan  JEneas, 
Sithins  that  he  yonr  fonne  y  was. 
There  fawe  I  JoVis  Venus  kilTc, 
And  grauntid  was  of  the'  tempeft  lifle. 
There  iawe  I  how  the  fen^peft  ilcnte, 
And  how  with  all^  pine  &e  went 
And  privilie  tokfe  a  rivage     ' 
Into  the  coulItHe  of  Cardiage, 
And  on  the  moroWe  how  that  he 
And  a  knight  that  hight  Achate 
Ymettin  with  Venus  that  daie 
Goyng  in  a  full  queinte  ajraie. 
As  ihe  had  be  all  huntirefle. 
With  winde  blowing  upon  her  trefle, 
AAd  how  .£nea8  gan  to  plaine. 
When  that  he  l^ewe  her,  of  his  paine; 
And  how  his  ihlj^ts  ^ttxAt  fwefc 
Or  els  iloile,  he  n'iite  not  where. 
How  flie  began  hym  comforte  tho, 
And  bade  hym  unto  Carthage  go. 
And  there  he  ihouki  his  fblke  ySnde 
That  in  the  fe  were  Icftbehinde : 
And,  ihort^,  of  this  thyoj^  to  pace^ 
3he  made  JEneas  io  in  grace 
Of  Dido,  Queue  of  that  countre,' 
That,  ihortly  for  to  tellin,  ihe 
Became  his  Me,  and  let  hym  do 
AH  that  weddyng  ylongith  to  : 
What  ihould  I  fpejcin  it  more  quaintc/ 
Or  pain  me  my  wordis  to  painte  I 
To  fpekd  of  love  it  woH  not  be, 
f  can  not  of  that  iaculte. 
And  eke  to  tellen  of  the  manere 
How  that  thei  Brfi  acquaintid  were 
It  were  a  long  proceiTe  to  tcU, 
And  ovir  long  for  you  to  dwell 

There  fawe  I  gttvt  howe  iBneat 
Tokle  to  Dido  eriry  caas 
That  hym  was  tidde  m>on  the  ie. 

And  eft  gravin  was  how  that  ihe* 
Bffade  of  hym,  ihortly  at  a  worde. 
Her  life,  her  love,  her  Itd^her  krde,' 
And  did  to  hym  all  rev^roice,- 
And  Iaied  on  hym  all  the  difpeace 
7*hat  any  woman  might  ydo, 
Wenyng  that  it  had  all  be  ib 
As  he  her  fwore,  and  hereby  demed 
That  he  was  gode,for  he  fodie  iSmied  : 
jUoi  /  wbmt  barme  ittkappartnm 
H^ben  it  itfalft  im  nafe$ue  i. 
For  he  to  her  a  traitour  was, 
Whcreltrc  (he  floiuher  (ttf^Mim:  - 
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Loy  how  a  woman  doeth  amis 
To  lore  him  that  unkoowin  it ! 
For  by  Chrift  lo  thus  it  faritk, 
Ithm9i  aUgoUe  thatglaritb  j 
For  al  fo  broke  I  weU  myno  facddc 
7here  mme  Se  vmdir  godetihrJdi 
Ctmrid  matty  aj^reiide  ^ce  ; 
Therefore  let  no  wight  be  So  nice 
To  take  a  love  only  for  chere» 
Or  fpeche.  or  for  frendly  manere. 
For  thx»  (hall  every  woman  finde 
That  fomc  man  of  his  pur^  kinde 
Woll  ihewin  outward  the  fairift 
Till  he  have  caaght  that  what  hym  lift. 
And  then  anon  woll  caufis  findc. 
And  fwere  how  that  ihe  is  unkbi4e. 
Or  lalfe,  or  privie',  or  double  was : 
All  this  iaie  I  by  iEneas 
And  Dido,  and  her  nice  left. 
That  lovid  all  to  fone  a  geft; 
llTherefore  I  woll  faie  o  proverbe, 
That  H^  that/mllu  knetotth  th€  btrU 
Ma'ufafely  laU it  /« tif  eyes 
Withootin  drede  this  is  no  lie. 

But  let  ns  fpcke  of  JBneaa 
How  he  betrayid  her,  alas  ( 
And  left  her  full  unlind^lie. 

So  when  ihe  fawe  all  uttirlie 
That  he  would  her  of  trouthd  fiaole, 
And  wendin  from  her  into*  itaile, 
^he  gan  to  wring  her  handis  two. 

aLs  !  (quod  £e)  that  me  is  wo ! 
Alas !  is  every  man  thus  true. 
That  every  yere  woll  have  a  newe. 
If  it  fo  longe  tyme  endure. 
Or  ellis  thre  peravinture  ? 
And  thus  of  one  he  woU  have  fame 
In  magnifyine  his  owne  name, 
Aq  othir  for  frendihip  faith  he, 
And  yet  there  (hall  the  thirde  ybe. 
That  is  ytakin  for  delitc, 
Lo !  *or  els  for  linguler  profite. 
In  foche  wordis  began  complaine 
This  wofull  Dido  of  her  paine, 
As  me  mette  dremyng  redily. 
None  other  audour  aledge  woll  f , 

Alas,  (quod  (he)  my  fwete  herte  I 
Have  pitie  on  my  forowes  (merte, 
And  fle  me  not;  go  not  awaie. 

O  wofull  Dido !  welawate ! 
(Quod  ihe)  unto  her  felvin  tho. 

O  ^neas !  what  woll  ye  do  } 
O  that  your  love,  neithir  your  bonde. 
Which  that  yefwore  with  your  right  honde, 
Nc  yet  my  my  cruill  deth,  (quod  (he) 
Maie  holdin  you  fUU  here  with  me ! 

O  !  have  ye'  of  iny  deth  no  pite  ? 
Iwis,  myne  own  dere  herte !  that  ye 
Knowin  full  well  that  nevir  yet. 
As  fiurrc  as  evir  I  had  wit 
Agihe  you  in  thought  ne  in  dede. 

O !  have  ye  men  (oche  godelihede 
In  fpeche,  and  ner  a  dele  of  tronthc  \ 
Alas,  alas !  that  er  hadjrouthe 


Any  woman  on  a  faKe  man! 

Now  I  fe  well  and  tellin  can 
We  wretchid  women  can  no  arte. 
For  certaine  for  the  more  parte 
Thus  we  ben  fervid  everiehone. 
How  fore  fo  that  ye  men  can  grone ;       -  * 
Anon  as  we  have  you  received 
Full  certainlie  we  ben  deceved. 
For  though  your  love  laft  a  ceibo, 
Waite  ^ipon  the  condufioo,  * 

And  loke  eke  how  ye  determine. 
And  for  the  more  partd  define; 
O  welawaie  that  I  was  born ! 
For  thorough  you  my  name  ia  lome. 
And  mine  a^is  are  redde  and  fong 
O'er  all  this  lande  in  every  tongu 

O  wickid  Fame  !  for  thiere  n'io 
Nothing  fo  fwifte,  lo !  aa  flie  is  ; 

0  fothe  is.  Every  ibi/ig  it  vnft 
Tbengb  it  SecovirJewitk  the  mtft  : 
£ke  though  that  I  might  durin  ever 
That  I  have  done  recovre*  1  never. 
That  it  ne  ihaiy>c  faiod,  alasi 

1  (hamid  was  Aoogh  .^neas. 
And  that  I  fliall  thus  judgid  be, 

Lo  !  right  as  (he  hath  doen  now  & 
Woll  doen  eftfonis  hardily, 
Thus  faie  the  peplc  privily  ; 
But  that  b  doen  n*is  not  done  : 
But  all  her  comprint  ne  her  mone  ' 
Certain  availed  her  not  a  ftre. 
And  when  (he  will  fothely  that  he 
Wasforthe  into  his  (hip  agone 
She  into  chambir  went  anone. 
And  callid  on  her  fuftir  Anne, 
And  gan  her  to  complainin  tharnie. 
And  faied  that  (he  the  caufe  ywaa 
That  (he  firft  lovid  him,  alas ! 
And  firft  counfailid  her  thereto ; 
But  what  whan  this  was  (aied  and  do 
She  rofte  her  felvin  to  the  herte. 
And  deide  thoroao'h  the  woundis  (inerte ; 
But  all  the  manir  now  (he  deide. 
And  all  the  wordis  how  (he  (eide, 
Whofo  to  knoweit  hath  putpofe. 
Rede  Virgile  in  ASneidos, 
Or  the  Epiftils  of  Ovide, 
What  that  (he  wrote  or  that  Ihe  dlde ; 
And  n*ere  it  to  kmge  to  endlte 
By  God  I  would  it  here  yvn-ite. 
But  welavraie !  the  harme  and  routh 
That  hath  betide  for  foche  nntrouth. 
As  men  maie  oft  in  bokis  rede, ' 
And  al  dale  feen  it  yet  in  dede. 
That  for  to  thinkin  it  tene  is, 

Lo  !  Deftiophon,  Dnke  of  AtUesis, 
Mow  he  forfwore  him  falfily. 
And  trayid  Phyllis^  wickidly. 
That  Kingis  doughtir  was  of  Trace, 
And  falfely  gan  his  termd  pace ; 
And  whan  (he  wift  that  he  was  falfo 
She  hong  herfclf  right  by  the  halfe. 
For  he  had  doen  her  fuch  untrouthe  \ 
Lo !  was  Aoc  thii »  W9  »ad  romh  I 
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Eke  loke  liowe  falfe  and  redi^ct ' 
Was  to  Brifdda  Acliillet» 
And  Fuit  eke  to  Ocaooe^ 
And  Jafon  to  Hypfiplc, 
And  efte  Jafon  to  Medea, 
And  Hercules  to  Deiaoira, 
For  he  left  her  for  Iole»    . 
That  made  hym  take  his  deth  parde. 

How  faHe  was  dse  Duke  ThcAu^ 
That  as  the  fiorie  tellith  «s 
flow  he  betrayid  Adriane  f 
The  deriU  be  his  fonl'ts  bane  I 
For,  had  he  laughid  or  Uoured, 
tie  nmft  hate  ben  anoiie  devoured 
•  If  Ariadne  de  had  be ; 
And  for  flie  had  of  hTflu  pite 
file  nude  hvm  fro  the  deth  efcape^ 
And  he  made  her  a  faU  falfe  jape  | 
For  kftir  this  within  a  ^i^iile 
He  left  her  flepyng  in  an  ile, 
Delert  alone  r^^  in  the  fe. 
And  dale  awaie  and  lot  her  be. 
And  toke  her  fuftir  Phftdra  tho 
With  hym,  and  gan  to  fiuppe  ygor 
And  yet  he  had  yfworne  to  here. 
On  all  that  enir  he  could  fwere. 
That  fo  (he  iktid  hyin  fats  life 
He  would  takin  her  to  his  wife. 
For  ihe  defirid  nothin^e  eUes 
In  ceruun,as  the  boke  «s  telles* 

But  for  to*  excofe  this  ifiaeas 
Fulliche  of  all  his  grete  trefoas 
The  bbke  fayith  withontin  faile 
The  goddesbad  hym  go  to  Itaile, 
And  lerin  Affriques  regioun 
And  £ure  Dido  and  her  falre  tonn. 
Thofawe  I  grew  l^ow  to  Ituh 
Dan  JEneas  gan  for  to  faile. 
And  how  the  temoeft  all  hogsM, 
And  howe  ha  loft  lus  fteriDnan, 
Which  that  the  fteisit  or  he  toke  kepo 
Smote  oTir  the  horde  at  he  flepe. 

And  aUb  faueh  I  hew  Sibik 
And  iBneas  bcude  an  ik 
To  belle  went  jfiere  for  to  fe 
His  father  Anchifes  the  fre^ 
And  how  he  there  founde  Palinnnu, 
And  alfo  Dido  jnd  De^hobiis, 
And  eteriche  tourment  eke  in  hell 
8awe  he,  whiche  long  is  for  to  tell, 
Whiche  painis  who  fo  Ufte  to  knewe 
He  muft  redin  many  a  rowe 
In  Virgik  or  in  Claudian, 
Or  Dantes,  that  it  teliin  can. 

Tho  fawe  I  alle  the  ariTaile 
That  JEoeas  «Mida  ii^  Uaile, 


And  with  Kyng  Latine  hii  tret, 
And  all  the  battailis  that  he 
Was  at  himfelfin  and  his  knightes 
Or  he  had  all  iwonne  his  rightes. 
And  how  he  Tuntus  rcfte  his  hfe. 
And  wan  Lavinia  to  his  wifo. 
And  all  the  manreilous  fignak 
Of  the  goddis  Ceieftials^ 
How  mangre  Juno  iEoeas, 
For  all  ho*  fleigrhte  and  her  ^•*ffliipnfj 
Atchivid  all  hu  avinture. 
For  Jupiter  toke  on  hym  cure 
At  the  praier  of  his  modir  Venus, 
Whiche  I  plaicalwak  iatin  us. 
And  us  aie  of  our  forowes  ligltt. 

When  I  had  foin  aU  ^is  fight 
Within  this  ncUc  temple  thm. 
Hey  *  Lord,  thought  I,  that  madift  uif 
Vet  iawe  I  never  tocbe  noblefle 
Of  imagis,  nor  foche  richefiie. 
As  I  fe  graTiii  in  thischurche ; 
But  nought  wote  I  who  did  *hem  wofche^ 
Ne  where  I  ani,  ne*  in  what  countie. 
But  now  will  I  out  gone  and  fe. 
Right  at  the  wickit,  if  I  can 
Seen  oughtwhcre  fieryng  any  man 
That  maie  me  tellen  where  I  am. 

When  1  out  of  the  dore  cam 
I  fafie  aboutin  me  behdde. 
Then  (awe  1  but  a  largi  fdde 
As  Cure  as  evir  I  might  fo, 
Withotttin  toune,  or  hoofi:,  or  tre^ 
Or  bu(he  or  grafle,  or  arid  lande^ 
For  all  the  felde  was  bM  of  Dmde 
As  (inal  as  men  maye  fe  at  eye 
In  the  defertis  of  l>ybyt ; 
Ne  ferthir  no  manir  creture 
That  is  yformid  by  Mature 
Ne  fawe  I,  me  to  rede  6r  wifle ; 
O  Critt :  thought  I,  dtft  art  in  bHilei 
From  fanton  and  iUufion 
Me  lave,  and  with  devocyon 
Myne  eyin  to  the  heven  I  cafte ; 
Tho  was  I  ware,  lo!  it  the  lafte^ 
That  faiU  by  the  fonne  on  hie. 
At  kennin  myght  1  with  mine  eye. 
Me  thought  1  fawe  an  egle  fore. 
But  that  it  femid  mochil  more 
Than  I  had  anye  cg^'  yfeine, 
This  is  a  fothe  as  deth  certaine; 
It  was  o£|oldei  and  fliosK  fo  bdgbt^ 
That  nevir  (awe  men  foche  a  li^it. 
But  yf  the  hetin  had  ywonne 
Al  newe  of  God  aaothtr  fonne. 
So  (hone  the  eg'lis  fethirs  bright^ 
And  fomwhat  downwarde  gan  it  ly^kC 
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NoTTB  herkin  everye  manir  fhan 
That  EnglHhe  un^rfUnd^'  can, 
And  IjiUth  of  my  dreme  to  here, 
For  now  at  eril  fliallin  ye  lere 
So  fcly*  and  dredefiill  ayyiion, 
l^hat  I  faye  neithir  ScipioD 
Ne  Kinge  Nabugodnofore, 
Pharaoy  Tumus,  ne  Alcanore, 
Ke  nocttin  fixhe  a  dreme  a*  thli^ 
Mowe,  o  thou  faire  blitful  Cjpris ! '     ' 
So  be  my  favour  at  thb  time    i    •  •' 
That  ye  me  to  endite  and  rime 
Helpith  that  in  ParaaAit  dwel, 
Befydc  Helicon  the  clere  weh 

O  Thought !  that  wrote  al  tfeat  {  met, 
And  in  the  treforie  it  fet 
Of  my  braine,  Aow  flial  men  yfe* 
If  any  vertue  in  the  be ;   ' 
To  tcllin  al  nHy  dreme  atri^ht '      '  • 
Nowe  kithe  thy  engin  an4  thy  m^ght^ 

Thi»  cgte*,  of  wWche  I  have  Voii'  tolde^ 
That  with  fethirt  (bone  al  of^golde,  "^ 
Whiche  diat  fo  hie  began  t^fo^e, 
I  gan  beholdiO  ifiore  and- m^re 
To  feoe  her  beaute  and  the  w«>Adtf , 
But  neTir  wet  that  deme  of  thondbf, 
Ke  that  thinge  that  men'callin  £Midre, 
That  IJaute  (bilsetliDe  a  tetutla  p^udrcs 
^cd  io  hiftfwifte  comratj^e'br<»d«,  ' 
rhat  £o  fwithe  gan  downwtU'de  d^iffide 
fi»  this  fotile  whan  that  it  behtMd      - 
That  1  M'<H«nfe  was  ki  thclel^        '  ^ 
\nd  with  his  grim  pawis  A>  'ftronge    •     * 
A'ithin  bis  iharpid  naitis  longtt' 
Vie  fieyng  at  a  fwappe  he- Kent, 
\.nd  with  his^foBTS  again  «p  weote, 
Vic  carying  in  btsdawis  (kurke 
\s  lightly'  as  I  haid  ben  a  UAc,    * 
iowe  hye  I  can  not  tellin  yewe, 
'or  I  came  up  J  ^'i(l  ner  howe,  ^  • 

'or  {6  allonied  aad  afweved 
Vas  every  tfttuf  in  *ie  heved, 
VhAt  wU/k  hik  Uurt^  iBd  with  tiiy  dxtd. 
That  al  my  fcUnge  gao  to  ded} 
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For  why  ?  it  wu  a  ^ret  afoye. 

Thus  I  longe  in  his  dawls  Isye, 
TU  at  the  laft  he  «#  meipake 
In  mann*is  voice,  and  Ikid,  A'^dte, 
And  be  not  agaft  fo  for  fiiame, 
And  callid  me  tho  by  my  itame  ; 
And  for  I  ihulde  bettir  abraidp' 
Me  to  awakin  thus  he  (aide. 
Right  in  the  fame  roiot  and  ftevia 
That  uiith  one  I  can  'nerin. 
And  with  tStat  trdic^,  the  foAe  to  fidcc, 
My  minde  ycame  to  me  againe. 
For  it  was  godely  faide  ti  me. 
So  n*as  it  ncvir  wonte  to  be ; 
Andherewithal  I  gan  to  ftere 
Aft  he  me  in  his  fete  ybere. 
Til  that  he  felte  that  I  had  hete, 
And  felu  eke  tho  mine  herte  ybete; 
And  tho  gan  he  me  to  tfifporte. 
And  with  gentil  wordes  me  -coriilbrte. 
And  iayid  twife,  bf  Saint  Mary 
Thou  arte  a  noyous  thinge  to  cary. 
And  nothinge  <ncdith  it  'parde. 
For  all  ((MprHly  Ood  helpe  me 
As  thou  no  harme  (halt  have  6f  this, 
And  this  cale  that  betidde  the  is 
U  for  thy  lore  and  for  thy  prowe : 
Lette  fe ;  darift  thou  loke  yet  nowe  I 
Be  ful  enfurid  boldily  * 

I  am  thy  frende  «  and  therewith  I 
Gan  for  to  woodir  in  my  minde. 

O  God!  (quod  I)  that  nutdiik al ktildei 
Shal  I  none  otberwife  ydie? 
Whedir  Jove  wil  me  fteilyfie, 
Or  what  thing  rmay  thii  fignifie  ? 
r  am  neithir  Enocke  ne  Helye, 
Ne  Romulus  ne  Oanimede, ' 
That  werio  boire  up;  As  men  redci* 
To  hevin  with  Dan  Jufiiter,    - 
And  madeihe  goddis  botiler; 
Lo !  this  was  tho  my  fantafie. 
But  he  that  bare  me  gan  a^ie 
That  I  fo  thought,  and  fayid  this; 
Thou  dcmid  U  thy  (clfe  amis, 

No 


For  Jore  ne  is  pot  thdfeabotfte, 
I  dare  the  put  ful  out  of  doute. 
To  makin  of  the  yet  a  flcrrc ; 
But  er  I  bet  in  the  modie  ferre 
I  wil  the  tellin  what  I  am, 
And  where  thou  (halte,  aod  why  I  came 
'  To  doih'tliisi  fo  that  tHoti  ta^c 
Code  herte,  and  not  fore  fere  yquahe. 
Gladly,  (quod  I.)  Nowwel,  (quod  he.) 
Firfl  I,  that  in  my  fete  have  the, 
Of  whom  thou  haft  grcte  fere  and  Tyondcr, 
And  dwelUnge  with  the  god  of  Thbnder^ 
Whichc  men  ycallin  Jupiter, 
That  fioth  me  flyin  ful  9tti  fgt 
To  do  all  his  commaund*  ment, 
And  for  this  caufe  he  hath  mc  fent 
Yo  the ;  hcrkin  nowe  by  thy  trouthc  : 
Ccrtaine  he  hath  of  the  grcts  routhc, 
For  (hat  thou  haft  fo  truily 
So  long  fervid  ent^trPy     • 
His  blindc  ncphewe  Cupa^Io 
And  the  fairc  quen^  Vonu^.  aHJo 
Withoutin  guerdep.'^yiryiel. 
And  natheleiliafi  ict.ihy  wit, 
Althoughe  in  thy  he^  f\U  lite  iff. 
To  make  bokes,  igagih  <Lq4  <^tift. 
In  rime  or  elli$  in  cade;)^. 
As  thou  beft  Ci^|k,  jii  r<;Vf  re^ce 
Of  Love  and  of  his  fcrv-smnte&.ckc. 
That  hayp  ^ia  ierVicc  fouglit  and  kkq. 
And  pa^Dift  tlie  ^o  pruA^c  iii&  ^te» 
Althoughe  thou  hjiddiA  nev^-  parte ; 
"Wherforc,  fb  wifly  God  pic  bkffc, 
Jovis  yhalte  it  gret^  hamb^fTc 
And  vertue  eke  that  thou. wilt  ma|tc 
Anight  ful  oft  tliiRC  bed  ta  akij 
In  thy  ftu.ijv,  tu  t*wu  ywrit^T, 
And  evirn.oVc  %f{  Ivrc  tndiicttj 
In  honour  uf  lutxi  stLd^tuLugi^t^ 
And  in  hi  i !  i  !Li  e  founhif  iogi >, 
Andiuth'-]  i^ij^ur  Hl4twifcil,  ,.  ,.•; 

And  not  1 :  i ; n  tn^h.i  M'kc  ditp; ft  fl,     , . 
Although^  thou  jnklilc  go  m  ihi:  da^yi^ 
Of  them  ilij,^  Kyai  tyft  not  ^vauucc;     .  ., , 
Whcrfore.  ia  I  iiowiifuiU^  y>«f^*        1   ,      ' 
Jupiter  CO rjlidriUi  wtiltJ*:iii 
And  als,  Iv.'a4ifiri|  «ii  iJt}iiriiii,Ti|;ffl, 
That  is,  tl  .t  thou  hifte  no  cidtugt*        .  j  , 
Of  Lov*ifi  fulkp  if  t^ty  ^k:  g)*dij         ^     , 
Kc  of  notKiiigc  ci*  tlut  Gyd  n^idcj    .       ^^ 
And  net  fnrly  i--;  ^  rr    fouutrii  . 

That  no  tidinges  coinin:  to  tbe^ 
Not  of  thy  very  neirfibouris,. 
That  dwcllcn  a^inolt  at  d^iy^dori^ 
Thou  herift  neithir  tha|  ni^  this. 
For  wh?.h  thy  Ir.bbuV  a\  donciist 
And  hafte  mad^  4tky  rec)^i^ioges. 
In  fiede  of  re{fe  and  of  ncwe  ihioges  , 
Thou  go'cft  home  ta  thine  h'onie  a^o^fs  '  - 
And  al  fo  dombc  ^s  any  ftcAc       ',    ., 
Thou  fittift  at  anothir  ^ol^e*  i   ^  •    .. 

Tyll  fully  dafid  is  tiiy  loke, 
And  lyvift  thus  as  aa  hermitCi 
Although  thine  abftingicc  is  fyte; 
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And  therefore  Jovis  throughe  his  grace 

VVil  that  1  bcrc  the  to  a  place 

Whichc  that  yhight  The  Houfc  of  Faaic, 

Aud  for  to  doc  thfi  fport  and  game. 

In  fome  r^compenfacion 

Of  thy  labour  and  dcvocion 

That  Uiou  h«ftc  haddc,  lo !  caaf^ef?. 

To  god  Cupido  tlic  rcchelcs. 

And  thus  this  god  throughc  his  mcrlte 

Wil  with  fome  manir  thing  the  quite. 

So  that  thou  wiltc  be  of  godc  chere  ; 

For  truftith  wel  that  thou  ftialtc  here. 

Whan  we  ben  comcn  there  as  I  fay, 

^'lo  \rpqdir  t.K]ngit  dqjr'e  I  lay. 

And  of  Love's  folke  mo  tidlngls^ 

Bothe  fothfawis  and  Iclingis, 

And  of  mo  lovis  ncwe  bt-gon. 

And  longc  fervid  tj  1  love  is  won. 

And  of  mo  lovirs  cafuclly 

That  ben  beti^e^  no  man  wotc  why. 

But  as  a  blinde  man  ftartcth  nfk  harCj 

And  more  jolitp  ^ud  wclf^K, 

Whilis  they  findin  love  oS  Aele, 

As  thinkin  men,  apd  o'r  ^1  wele 

Mo  difcbrdes  and  mo  jalouiies. 

Mo  niurmurcs  and  mo  oovUrics, 

And  alfo  mo  diflin}ulauon%    • 

And  eke  fcinid  f<peracions. 

And  mo  berdis  in  two  houres, 

Withoutin  rafuur  or  ili'oures 

Ymade,  than  grainis  be  of  fan  Jcs, 

And  eke  mo  holcjinge  iu  naohax)dp»a 

And  alfo  mo  renovel^nce|» 

Of  oldc  ffirktJn  a^utintaunec?. 

Mo  love  dayis  and  mo  eccordc9«. 

Than  on  inftru^je^t**  ben  oordcft. 

And  eke  of  love  mo  exc^aungis 

Than  evir  come  vfftc  in  grauflgis^ 

CJnncthis  uuCift  thou  trowiii  this, 

(Quo4^,j.)  No  fo*,  heipe  <ne  qod  as  wls» 

(Quod  10  K,o,  why  i  (quod  hcO  ^V  »t 

Were  :mpoflib^8  loimy  wit, . 

Although  that  Fanii«JUd  al-^e  p^ci 

In  al  a  relmc^  #od  ai.a^ei,   .  ,  ^ 

Howe  that  yfit  hcAoldc  h«rc  al  this 

Or  they  ^AJ^yii^.  0  i  yc\  yes, 

(Quod  hp,ip  luf  >,|h»(  can  I  prcvc 

By  refon  W9ftAky  Ur \y  Jc ye, 

So  that  {^p^  ]^{ve  ti>ia  advertence 

To  undcrftan4^' my.  fe^tdicc, 

FIrft  ibult  thou  iitt^e  where  Oie  dw«Uith« 
Right  fo  as  ^unc  ,^>vOc  bokc  ^cUitli :.. 
Her  palai*  ftundcf  h,  as  I  0^^  %^    , 
Right  even  amicj^.pf  the  way 
Bnwcjic  hcv^  4p4  ycirthc,at»4  fc. 
That  what  ib  er  ill  ^^  thi^C  chfjB' 
Is  fpokcn*  in  priveor  appcijCj  ' 
The  Way  thertp  i»  ^  ov^rtc,  •   ' 
And  ftante  eke  I^«(i»'jul^aipl9p^  ^  • 
That  every  fowne  n^e  to  it  pa^^ 
Or  what  fo  come(h  frvfloTaiiie  todgne, 
whcthrjs*  H>«  ro^uid,  J^tddB,  ^  i<^SI« 
Or  fpokm  in  fiiertd  or  dredct  ^:r 

Ccrtaine  it  moti]^  thidir  uccte.  ~ 
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Nowe  herkiii  wel;  forwiif  I  I  wil 
Ytcllin  the  a  propir  itil. 
And  worthy  de^onibndon    * 
In  mine  imaginadon, 

Geffiray ,  thou  wottift  Ml  wel  this. 
That  cTcry  ktndely  thiogethat  if 
Yhath  a  kyadely  ftede,  tlier«  he 
May  bcft  io  it  coafenrid  be. 
Unto  .whithe  rplacc  erirj  thxnge. 
Thorough  his  kyntiely  endtaidge 
Ymevith  for  to  tomin  to 
Whan  that  it  it  away  therfro; 
As  thus,  lo !  thou  maifte  al  day  le. 
Tike  afty  thingc  that  herybe. 
As  ftone  or  led,  or  thinge  o£  weight. 
And  here  it  ner  fo  hie  on  height, 
Let  go  thine  hande  it  £dlith  downe ; 
Right  (b  lay  I  by  fire  Or  fowae. 
Or  imoke»  or  othir  thingis  light, 
Alway  they  feke  apwarde  on  height, 
Light  thin^et  up  and  bevie  down  chai^ge 
While  everiche  of  *hem  be  at  large  | 
And  for  this  caafe  tho«  aiaiilb  wel  U     « 
That  every  rivir  to  the  4e 
fiocUnid  is  to  so  by  kynd^. 
And  by  thele^illis  as  1  finde 
Have  fiihes  dwcUinge  in  flode  and  f^ 
And  treis  eke  on  the  erthe  be  i 
Thus  every  thii\ge  by  his  refon 
Uath  his  owne-propir  maociof^ 
To  whiche  he  ickhh  ^q  xopake 
There  as  it  ihal^in  qat  apptiae. 

Lo!  thisfenteooeiskDowiBCOttthe 
Of  every  pbilofophir's  mottthc. 
As  Ariflotle*  and  Dak  Platone, 
And  othir  clerkis  many  one^ 
And  to  CQiifinBin  my  rofoune 
Thou  wotift  yreX  that  ipochc  is  fbame. 
Or  ellis  no  man  nught  it  here^ 
Nowe  herkin  what  i  wol  the  lere. 

Sowne  is  not  but  eyre  ybrokia. 
And  every  fpeche  that  is  fpokin. 
Where  loudc  or  ptive,  foule>orfaire, 
lo  bis  fi^ftaunce  ae  is  but  eyre ; 
For  as  flame  is  but  ligb^fmoke. 
Right  Co  is  fqwne  but  eyre  ybrc^e  : 
But  this  may  be  in  many  ^dfe. 
Of  the  whiche  I  wi}l  the  devife. 
As  fowne  comith  of  pype  ar  harpe. 
For  whan  a  pype  is  blowin  fliarpe 
The  eyre  is  twill  ^th  violence 
And  rent ;  lol  diis  is  my  kntemce : 
Eke  whan  that  mtn  harpcftringis  linyte,  - 
Whedir  that  it  be  moche  orlytc, 
Lo !  with  the  ftrokc  the  eyre  it  breketh. 
And  right  fo  breketh  ^  whan  men  fpekethf 
Thus  woil  thou  wel  what  thing  is  ipeche : 
Mowc  hcnuisforthc  I  wil  the  teche 
Howe  evericbe  fpeche,  voice,  <a  fownet 
Throuehe  his  multiplicaciowQey 
Thoughe  it  were  pipid  of  a  m(>uA% 
Mote  nedis  come  to-  f  4m*is  Houfe  : 
I  prqve  it  thus;  t'akkh  hede  nowe 
^j  expcficDce,  fof  if  ^^  ^^^ 


Threwe  in  i  wat^  nowe  a  ftwe, 
Wel  wofte  thou  it  wil  make  aaoiif 
A  lityl  roundil  as  a  circle, 
Paia* venture  asbrode  asacovircle. 
And  right  anone  thou  fhaUe  fe  wcle 
That  circle  caufe  anothir  wheU, 
And  tlat  the  thirde,  and  fdforthe,  brother. 
£v^  circle  cauilnge  other 
Moch  brodir  tlttnlMmfelfin  was, 
•And  thus  from  roundil  to  compas 
:£che  abontin  othir  goinge 
'  Ycaufith  of  othirs  (bringe 
And  multiplying  evirmo, 
Tyl  that  it  be  fo  far  ygo 
That  it  at  botfadlxinkis  be. 
Although  ibim  mayift  it  notfe 
Above,  yet  gothe  it  alway e  ondec^ 
Although  thou  thiake  h^  grate  wondei^ 
And  whofo  ia&he  of  trouthe  I  vary, 
Bydde  him  provin  the  oditrary.: 
And  right  thus  every  worde  ywisi 
That4oude  or  pr^ve'^j^^okin  is, 
Ymovith  firlle  an  eyre  abante. 
And  of -his  nioviq|ne  -out  of  doute 
Anothir  eyre  anone-is  moved. 
As  I  have  of  die  watir  proved,  * 
That  every  circle  caufith  other ; 
iUgkt  fo  of  eyrt,  my  levd  brother, 
Everiche  eyre  anothir  ftaritk 
More  and  more,  aadiipttheup  berith,  « 
Or  voife  oraoyfir,  or  worde  or  fowaa^ 
Aye  through  maUipUcadowiie, 
Tyl  it  be  at  Tihe  Hoale  of  ianie. 
Take  it  in  emeft  or  in  game, 
llowe  ha«e  I  tolde,  if  thoa  have  roitdt 
Howefpcc|)eoriown€^oif.par^kinde 
Enclinid  is  upward  to  meve, 
This  mayift  tkoti  fele  wel  by  preve* 
And  that  fame  kindly  ftede  ywts. 
That  everyotfaiage  endiacd  to  is, 
Yhath  alfo  his  kyndelf*^^  ftede. 
That  Ihewith  it  withoutia  drede, 
I'hat  kindoly  theiaaacioua 
Of  everyche  fpeche,  of  ev«ry  Soiui% 
All  be  it  either  foule  or  bke^ 
Yhath  his  kindely  place  in  eyre^ 
And  lith  that  every  thiage  yvpa 
Out  of  his  kindely^laceywtft 
Ay  movith  thidir  for  to  go, 
Yf  that  it  awayebe  therfro. 
As  I  have  before  provid  the. 
It  ihewith  every  fonne  perde 
Ymovith  kind^iy  to  pace 
As  up  into  his^kindely  place; 
And  this  place  of  wbiche  I  the  tcl. 
There  as  Fame  doth  ylifte  to  dwell, 
is  fettc  amiddis  of-thefe  thrc, 
Hevin,  and  ertb<«  and-eke  the  (e, 
As  mofte  confervatife  of  fous ; 
Than  is  this  the  conohifion 
That  every  fpeche  of  every  wanqc^ 
As  I  the  tellin  firfte  beganne, 
Ymovith  up  on  height  to  pace 
Kifiddly  onto  FaQi*4S  place, 
tin  4J 
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TelUth  me  this  aowe  hlMaHj^ 
Have  I  not  provid  tkaf  fimpty^ 
Withoutin  any  fubtilte 
Of  fpechc,  or  grete  prelhtyte 
Of  tcrinis  of  pkilolbphie, 
Of  figuris  of  poetrie. 
Or  colourii  of  thctonke  f 
Perde  it  oughtin  the  to  like, 
For  harde  langage  and  barde  tnaiall 
Is  incombrous  for  the  to  here 
At  onif ,  wofte  thou  not  wel  this  f  - 
And  I  anfwerid  and  faid;  Yes. 

Ah  ha !  (quod  he)  lo !  ib  I  cm 
Xicudlyc  unto  a  leud^  man- 
Yfpcke,  and  (hewin  him  Ibche  fkilfes 
That  he  maye  (hake'*httm  by  t|ie  byiki^ 
So  palnable  they  fliuldin  be  ( 
But  tel  me  ftiis  nowe  pr«ye  I  the, 
liowe  thinketh  the  ihy  cotidufioan  ?  - 

Parde  a  gode  ptrfmfioim 
(Quod  I)  it  is,  asd  lykc  to  be, 
Riglit  fo  as  thou  hafte  provid  me. 
By  Ood  (quod  he)  and  as  I  lefe 
Thou  (halte  have  it  or  it  be  eve, 
Of  every  wordc  of  this  fentotice 
A  profc  by  thine  Experience, 
And  with  thine  erit  heiin  wel 
The  toppe  and  tatle,  and  every  tiel. 
That  every  worde  that  i^<4in  Is 
Comith  into  f^Mie^s  Horn  yvth 
As  I  have  faide }  what  Wilt  thou  more  ? 
And  with  this  worde  vpfrir  to  fore 
He  began,  and  faide.  By  fiume  )ame 
Nowe  Mryll  we  (pekiniJ  of  game. 

Howe  far^ft  tnou  ii4>w  f  quod  Me  to  me, 
Right  wel,  (quod  I.)  Now  fe  (^uod  he) 
By  thy  crouth^  yondir  adowne,  - 
Where  that  tbdo  kflowift  any  townef 
Or  houfe,  or  any.  othb*  thingt, 
And  whan  thou  hafte  of  o«g^t  knowypye 
Tho  lokith  that  thou  wami  me. 
And  I  anone  ihal  teUin  the 
How  farre  that  thou  aite  nowe  theHro, 

And  I  adoune  gan  lokm  tho. 
And  behelde  the  feldisaad  pJaMi, 
Nowe  hyllis  and  nowe  monmainis, 
Nowe  valeys  and  nowe  foreftis. 
And  nowe  unnethis  grete  beftis, 
Nowe  rivcris  nowe  citcis, 
Nowe  town  is  and  nowe  grete  treit, 
Kowe  ihippii  falllngc  in  the  fe  \ 
But  thus  fone  in  a  wMl^  he 
Was  0owin  fro  the  grounde  fo  bye 
That  al  the  woflde,  as  toniyne  eye, 
No  more,  yfemid  than  a  pricke, 
Or  ellis  was  the  eyre  ib  thicke 
That  I  nc  might  it  not  difcerne ; 
With  that  he  fpake  to  me  fo  ycrne. 
And  faid,  Scift  thou  any  token,  - 
Or  ought  that  in  this  worMc*s  nffpcken  f 

I  aiSwcrcd  Nayc.  Va  vrtm&ir  is,    ' 
(Quod  he)  for  halfe  fo  hye  as  thii 
N*as  Alexandre*,  rf  Maced<m  •  - 
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That  fawe  in  drome  at  poiiite  dcfvilB 
Heven  and  erthe,  hel  and  pvadiie, 
Ke  eke  the  bold  wretcbe  Dndaloty 
14e  yet  his  childe,  nice  Icarus, 
That  flewc  fo  bi^  thst  the  hete 
Hys  wingis  molte,  and  he  €el  wete 
In  mydde  the  fe,  and  there  he  dreinte« 
For  whom  was  made  ^§tett  complainte. 

Nowe  tonme  upwarde  (qvod  be)  thy  £k^ 
And  beholde  here  thislargii  pbRC, 
This  eyre,  but  lokc  that  thou  ne  be 
Adrad  of  hem  that  thou  flialt  ie. 
For  in  this  regioim  certaine 
Dwellith  many  a  citixeiBe, 
Of  whidie  yfpckith  Dm  Plato, 
Thefe  ben  the  eyriflie  beftis,  lo  1 
And  tho  fawe  1  al  tbe  menye 
!That  bothe  ygone  and  alfo  flye. 

1.0  there !  (quod  he)  caft  i^  thiae  eye, 
Se  yondir,  lo !  the  Oalaade, 
The  whiche  men  ckpe  The  Milky  W^ 
For  it  u  white,  and  fomeparfay 
Ycallin  it  han  Wotlynge  ftrett, 
.  That  onis  was  brente  with  the  hete, 
Whan  that  the  fbnn*is  feoae  the  rede. 
Which  that  bite  Phadton,  wotde  kdb 
Algate  his  falliif'*s  carte  and  gie. 

The  carte  horiis  gsn  wel  aipie 
That  he  ne  coude  na  gDvifvaunce, 
And  gonin  for  to  le^  and  praonce. 
And  here  him  now  u^  and  nowe  dowiie 
Tyl  that  he  fawe  tho  Scorpiowiie, 
Whiche  that  in  he^cii  a  figne  is  yit, 
And  he  for  fere  ylofte  his  wit 
Of  that,  and  let  the  reinis  gone 
Of  his  horiis,  and  they*  anone 
Sone  up  to  mounte  and  downe  difccnde^ 
*  Tyl  bothe  the  eyre  and  erthe  yfareo^e, 
Tyl  Jupiter,  lo !  at  the  laile 
^  Hym  ilewe,  and  frp  the  carte  ycafte* 

Lo  /  is  iimoi  a  gritt  m^fhu^Mcf 
To  let  a  file  have  gewrnmuttee 
Oftbimges  that  U  etm  Mti  demaim  f 

And  with  this  worde,  fothe  for  to  iaioc;. 
He  gan  alway  uppir  to  fore. 
And  gladid  me  than  matt  and  more, 
8o  faithfully  to  me  fpake  he, 

Tho  gan  I  to  loke  undir  me, 
And  behelde  the  eyrHhe  beilia 
Cloudis,  myftis,  and  tempiiUt, 
Snowis,  haUis,  rainis,  and  windes. 
And  the  engeodriftge  in  ther  kindie% 
Al  the  way  thoroughe  whiche  T  came ; 
O  God!  (quod  I)  that  made  Adamo, 
Moche  is  uiy  myght  and  noblenes  \ 

And  tho  thought  I  upon  Boece, 
That  writeth  a  thought  may  flye  fo  hie 
With  fethirs  of  philoibphie 
To  pai&n  everydie  element  | 
i  And  when  he  bath  ^  hnt  ywent 
Than  may  ben  fene  behindc  his  backa 
Cloude,  erthe,  and  al  that  I  of  fyake. 

Tho  gan  I  wexin  in  a  were, 
And  faid,  I  wotc  wel  I  am  hc«r. 
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But  whether  in  body  or  in  goft 

1  n^ot  ywis,  but  God  thou  woft, 

For  a  more  clere  entendemcnt 

N*as  to  mc  nevir  yet  yfcnt. 

And  than  thought  I  on  Marciani 

And  eke  of  Anticlaudian, 

That  fothe  was  ther  difcripdon 

Of  al  the  hevin^s  region, 

Hif^e  as  that  I  finrerhe  prewf      *   * 

And  therfore  I  can  'hem  bcleve. 

With  that  the  eglc  gan  to  crie, 

Let  be  (quod  he)  thy  fantafie  : 

Wyltc  thou  lernin  of  fterHs  ought  ? 

Nay.  certainly,  (quod  I)  right  noughts 
And  why  ?  (quod  he.)  For  I  am  oide. 
Or  ellis  wolde  I  the  have  tolde 
(Quod  he)  the  fUrris  namis,  lo ! 
And  al  the  hevin's  (ignis  to, 
And  whiche  they  be.  No  force  (quod  I.) 

Yes  perde,  (quod  he  {)  mod  thou  why  i 
For  whan  thou  redift  poetry, 
Howe  the  goddis  can  ftcllify 
A  bxrde,  a  fyfhe^  or  him  or  her, 
As  of  birdes  the  ravyn  and  other^ 
Or  Ariones  harp^  fync. 
Or  CaHor  Pollux,  or  Dclphine, 
Or  Atlante*8  doughtirs  feven. 
How  al  thefc  are  yfet  in  heven. 
For  though  thou  have  *hem  ofte  in  hande 
Vet  n'ofl  thou  nat  where  that  they  ftande^ 

No  force,  (quod  I ;)  it  is  no  nedc : 
As  wel  I  Icve,  fo  God  me  fpedc, 
*Hem  that  writln  of  this  matere 
As  though  I  knewe  ther  placis  here^ 
And  eke  they  femin  here  fo  bright 
That  it  ihulde  fhendin  al  my  fight 
To  loke  on  *heta.  That  may  wel  bcj 
(Quod  be;)  !ind  fo  forth  bare  he  me 
A  while,  and  tho  began  to  crie. 
That  nevir  herdc  I  thinge  fo  hie  ; 
Holde  up  thine  hcd,  for  al  is  wel 
Sainte  Julian,  lo!  bonne  hoftel! 
5e  here  The  Houle  of  Fame,  lo  1 
Mayift  thou  not  here  that  I  do  f 

Here  what  ?  (quod  I.)  The  gret^  fowne 
((^od  he)  that  romblitli  ud  and  downe 
In  Fam'is  Houfe,/ul  of  tidmges 
Botbe  of  faire  fpeche  and  of  chidinges, 
And  of  falfe  and  fothe  compownid; 
Herkin  wel,  it  is  not  rownid. 

Hcrifi  thou  not  the  grete  fwough  ? 
^8,  perde,  (quod  1)  well  vnough. 
And  what  fowne  is  it  jyke  r  (quod  he.) 

Peter !  lyke  the'  beting  of  the  fe 
(^Qood  1)  againft  the  rochis  halowe, 
Whan  tcmpeiUt  done  ther  fluppis  fwaloWi 


And  that  a  nun  ftande  out  of  donte 
A  myle  offthenland  here  it  route; 

Or  ellis  lyke  to  the  humblingc 
Aftir  the  dappe  of  a  thundringe,  , 
MThan  Jovis  hath  the  eyre  ybctc, 
But  it  doth  me  for  fere  to  fwete. 

Nay,  drede  the  not  therof,  (quod  he) 
It  'is  nothing  that  Will  bytin  the ; 
X  nOtt  ihaltc  nST^  Ao  liar  me  tiuiiy* 

And  with  that  worde  both  he  and  I 
As  nighe  the  place  arrivid  were 
As  men  might  caftin  with  a  fpere : 
I  ne  wift  howe,  but  in  a  ftrete 
He  fet  me  faire  upon  my  fete, 
And  fayid,  Walkith  forth  a  pace, 
And  tel  thine  advinture  and  cafe 
That'  thou  ihalte  finde  in  Fam'is  place. 

Nowe  (quod  I)  while  that  wc  havefpact 
To  fpeke,  or  that  I  go  fro  the. 
For  the  love  of  God  tellith  me 
In  fothe  that  I  will  of  the  lere, 
If  this  ilke  noife  which  that  I  here 
Be  as  I  have  herdc  the  me  tell. 
Of  folke  that' done  in  erthe  ydwell. 
And  comith  here  in  the  fame  wife 
As  I  the  herde  or  this  devife, 
And  that  here  liv'is  body  n'is 
In  all  that  Houfe  that  yondir  is 
That  makith  al  this  loud^  fare. 

No,  (anfwerid  he)  by  Sainte  Clare^ 
And  al  fo  wiilely  Ood  rede  me : 
But  o  thinge  I  will  wam^  the. 
Of  the  whiche  thou  wilte  have  wondin 

Lo !  to  The  Houfe  of  Fame  yondir. 
Thou  wolle  howe  comith  every  fpechcg 
It  nedith  not  the  efte  to  teche ; 
But  underftande  now  right  wel  this. 
Whan  any  fpeche  ycomin  is 
Up  to  the  palais,  anone  right 
It  wexith  like  the  (ame  wight 
Whiche  that  the  worde  in  erth  ^fpake. 
Be  he  dothid  in  red  or  blake, 
And  hath  fo  very  h'is  likenelfe 
That  fpake  the  worde,  that  thou  wilte  gefli^ 
That  it  the  (amj  body  be, 
Wher  man  or  woman,  he  or  (he. 

And  is  not  this  a  wondir  thinge  f 
Yes,  ^quod  I)  tho  by  hevin  kinge : 
And  with  this  worde  Parewd,  (quod  he) 
And  here  wil  I  abydin  the, 
And  God  of  hevin  fcnde  the  g^ce 
Some  gode  to  lernin  in  this  place ! 
And  I  of  him  toke  leve  anone. 
And  gan  forth  to  the  palays  gone* 
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Tiroif»  god  ol Science  and  of  Light, 
A'poUo !  thorough  thy  grcte  might 
liiis  lifil  laft  boke  now  thou  gye, 
Nowc  that  I  will  for  maiftcrie 
Here  arte  potencbll  be  fiiewde» 
But  for  the  rime  is  lyght  and  lewde 
Yet  make  it  fomwhat  agreable. 
Though  foihe  verfe  faile  in  -a  CyUablc^. 
And  that  I  do  no  diligence 
To  flicwia  craftc  biit  feotence;. 
And  if  that  divine  virtue  thou 
"Wiltc  helpiB.  d*c  to  (hewin  nowe 
That  in  my  h'ed  ymarkid  it» 
Lo!  that  is  for.  to  menin  thit«. 
The  Houfe  of  Fame  for  to  diicri vc^ 
Thou  fhalt  yfe  me  go  a»bUvc 
iTnto  the  next  laurir  I  fe. 
And  kyffe  it  for  it  is  thy  tre  r 
Nowe  cntte  in*  my  breftinone. 

Whan  I  was  from  the  egle  gone, 
)  gan  beholde  upon  this  place, 
And  certaine  or  I  furthir  pafle 

I  wol  you  al  the  flttpe  devife 

or  Houfe  and  cite,  and  al  the  wife 
Howe  I  gan  to  this  place  approche,. 
That  ftode  upon  fb.hie  a  roche, 
Hyir  yfhindilh  none  in  Spaine ; 
But  up  I  clambe  with^mochil  pa<ne» 
And  though  to  cUwfe  ygrevid'mc 
Yet  f  enteotife  was  to  fe, 
And  for  to  porin  wondre  lowe. 
If  I  cottdc  any  vrKt  ykhowe 
"W^hat  manir  ftone  thi»  rod^  ywasf 
Itbr  it  was  lyke  a  limid  glds, 
But  that  it  flione  ful  mor^  clere. 
But  of  what  con  gelid  matere 

II  was  1  ne  wiile  redily ;. 
But  at  the  lalle  efpyid  I^ 

Ard  foundf  that' it  was  cvcrydelc 
A  sochc  of  yfc  and  not  of  flcle ; 


Thought  t;  by  Saint  Thomas  of  Jtcnt 
This  were  a  feble  foundcment 
To  buildin  on  a  place  fo  hie ; 
He  ought  hym  lite  to  glorifie 
That  heron  builte,  God  fo  me  fare. 

Tho  lawe.  1  ait  the  hall  igravc 
With  famous  folkis  namis  fcle 
That  Haddin  ben  in  mochil  wclr. 
And  ther  famis  full  wide  ibiowe. 
But  well  unncthls  might  I  knowe 
Any  lettiris  for  to  rede 
Ther  namis  by,  for  outof  drede 
Thei  werin  almofte  of  thawed  (b 
That  of  the  lettirs  one  or  two 
Were  molte  zwaie  of  every  name. 
So  unfamous  was  wexe  ther  fame  ; 
But  men  faie,  Hl^  maU  evir  lafiT 

Tho  gan  I  in  myne  Kert^  caft 
That  thei  were  molte  awaic  for  hete. 
And  not  awaie  with  (tbrmis  bete, 
^or  on  that  othilr  fide  I  fey 
Of  this  hill}. that  northward  yley,. 
How  it  was  writin  full  of  names 
Of  folke  that  had  afore  gpetc  fames. 
Of  olde  tyme,  and  yet  thef  were 
As  (reihe'as  men  had'written  *hcm  tfiese 
The  (elf  daie,  or  that  verry  houre. 
That  1  on  'hem  beg^n  to  poure ; 
But  well  I  wifH  what  it  made, 
.  It  was  coofervid'with  the  (hade, 
All  the  writyng  which  that  I  fie. 
Of  a  caibll  that  {lode  on  hie, 
And  ilode  eke  in  fo  cold  a  place 
That  hete  ne  might  it  not  deface* 

Tho  gan  Ton  this  hill  to  gone. 
And  found  upon  the  coppe  a  wone, 
•That  all  the  men  that  ben  on  live 
Ne  han  the  connyng  to  difcrive 
The  bcaute  of  that  iUte  place^ 
Nc  coudin  cailin  no  compaoa 
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Soche  ao  othir  for  to  ymake 

That  might  of  beautie  be  his  make, 

>le  one  fo  wondirly  iwrought. 

That  it  aftonieth  yet  my  thought^ 

And  makith  all  my  wttte  to  fwioke. 

Upon  this  cailill  for  to  thinke. 

So  that  the  wondir  grete  beautie, 

CaftCf  craft,  and  carioiitiey 

Ne  can  I  not  to  you  devife. 

My  witte  ne  maie  me  not  fuffife^ 

fiat  nathcleflc  all  the  fubdaunce 

I  have  yet  m  my  remcmbrauncc ; 

For  why  ?  me  thou^tin,  by  Saind  Gile^ 

That  ail  was  flone  of  bcrilc 

Both^  the  cafiiii  and  the  totire» 

And  eke  the  hall  aind  every  boure^ 

Withoutin  pccis  or  joynynges. 

But  many  fubtill  compafiyngei. 

As  barbicacB  and  pinnacles, 

imageries  and  tabernacles, 

I  fa  we,  and  full  eke  of  windowcs^ 

As  flakis  fallin  in  grete  ihowes, 

And  eke  in  eche  of  the  piuadct 

Vwerin  fondrie  habitades. 

In  wbiche  ftddin  all  witivoutki 

Full  the  caiUU  all  aboutin 

Of  all  manii  of  minilralis 

And  }e£bours,  that  tellm  talis 

Bothe  of  wepyng  aod  eke  of  game. 

And  all  that  longith  unto  Fame  : 

There  bcrde  I  playing  oo  an  harpe, 

That  yfounid  bothe  well  and  iharpc^ 

Hym  Orpheus  fuD  craftily. 

And  on  this  othir  fide  fail  by 

Vfatte  the  harpir  Orion, 

And  Oacides  Chirion, 

And  othir  karpirs  ihany  one, 

And  the  Briton  Glaflcirion, 

And  fmale  harpirs  with  ther  glees 

Satte  ulidir  *hcm  in  divers  fees, 

And  gone  on  *hem  upwarde  to  gape, 

And  counterfaited  'hem  as  an  ape. 

Or  as  Crafte  countcrfcitith  KInde. 

Tho  fawe  I  (Undia  *hcm  behincie^ 
Afarre  from  *hem,  al  by  'hem  felve, 
Many  a  thoufande  tymis  twelve, 
That  madinioudl  mlndralfics 
In  tornmufc  and  eke  in  (bahme^ 
And  in  many  an  othir  pipe. 
That  craftily  began  to  pipe 
Bothe  in  doucid  and  eke  in  rede,- 
That  ben  at  feftis  with  the  brede. 
And  many'  a  floitc  and  litlyng  home, 
Aod  pipis  mad<5  of  gren^  corne. 
As  have  thcfe  little  herd  gromes 
That  kepin  beftiA  in  the  bromcs. 

There  lawc  I  then  Dan  Citheru^ 
And  of  Athene«  Dan  Profenis, 
A^d  Mcrcia,  thai  loftc  her  Ikinnc 
Bothe  in  the  face,  bodie,  and  cliinne, 
For  that  (he  would  cnvyin,  lo  \ 
To  pipin  bcttc  than  Apollo. 

There  lawe  I  famous  old  and  yoog 
Pipiris  of  all  the  Duche  tong, 


To  lemin  love  dauncis  fpringis, 
Rcyi9,and  the  ftrauog':  thingis. 
Tho  fawe  I  iA  an  othir  place, 
Yftandyng  in  a  hrg3  fpace. 
Of  *hcm  that  makin  blodie  foun 
In  trump t,  heme,  and  clarioun. 
For  in  fight  and  in  hlodefhed^  nges 
Is  ufid  glad  clarionynges. 

There  hcrde  1  trumpin  McflcnuS| 
Of  whom  that  fpekith  Virgilius. 

There  herd  I  J©db  trumpe  alfo, 
Theodomas,  and  othir  mo. 
And  all  ihat  ufid  clarion  ^ 

In  Calleloigne  and  Aragon, 
That  in  ther  tymis  famous  wer^ 
To  lemin  fawe  I  ti'imipin  there- 
There  fawe  I  (It  in  othir  fees. 
Flaying  on  othii*  fondrie  glees, 
^liiche  that  1  can  not  now  nevid. 
Mo  then  Iteh-is  ben  in  hcvin, 
Of  whichc  1  n'ill  as  now  not  rime     , 
Fox  efe  of  you  and  loife  of  time. 
For  tymt  ilofi^  this  knowin  ye. 
By  mo  tvuie  maie  t^eccvercd  be. 

There  fawe  I  playing  jogclours, 
Megicicns  and  tragitotirs, 
And  PhctonifPis,  chamiercflis, 
And  olde  witchis  and  forceccilis, 
That  ufcn  cxOrCfacions         ' 
And  eke  fubfumigacions, 
And  clerkis  eke  which  connin  wcj] 
All  this  magike  hight  Naturell, 
That  craftily  doe  ther  ententes 
To  makcn  in  certain  afccndcntes 
Imagis,  lo  I  through  whlche  magike 
To  maken  a  man  bsn  whole  or  fike. 

There  fawe  I  the  Quenc  Medea, 
And  Circe  and  Caliophia. 

There  fawe  I  Hermes  ^allenns, 
Limote,  and  eke  Symon  Magus. 

There  fawe  F,  and  yknewe  by  name. 
That  by  foche  arte  docn  men  have  fame* 

There  lawc  I  eke  Coll  Tragctour 
Upon  a  table*  of  ficamour 
Playin  an  uncouth  thyng  to  tellj 
I  fawe  hym  cary  a  virindemcll 
Undir  a  walnofe  (hale. 

What  (hould  I  makin  Icngir  tale  ? 
Of  all  the  |)eple  that  I  fey 
I  could  not  tell  till  dom*ifdev. 

When  1  had  all  this  folkc  beholde. 
And  foundc  me  loce  and  not  yholde. 
And  I  amiifid  a  longe  while 
Upon  this  wall  all  of  bcrilc, 
That  (hone  lightir  than  any  glas, 
And  made  well  more  then  it  y  was, 
As  it  kindely  thing  of  Fame  is. 
And  then  right  anonc  aftir  this 
I  gan  fortlie  romin  till  I  fonde 
The  caftill  yate  on  my  right  hondtfg 
Whiche  all  fo  well  ycorvin  was 
That  nevir  fothc  an  othir  n*as. 
And  yet  it  was  by  avintnte 
Iwrouffht  by  grete  and^ubtill  cure; 
Kaiiij 


s6i 


THE    HOUiE    OP    FAMR 


M/i7. 


It  ncdith  not  you  more  to  tcUcn, 
To  makin  you  to  long  to  dwellen. 
Of  thefe  like  yatii  flour  ifhynges, 
Nc  of  compacitne  karvynges, 
Ne  the  hackyng  in  mafoflries. 
At  corbettii  and  imageries. 

But  Lorde,  fo  faire  it  was  to  ihewe ! 
For  it  was  all  with  golde  behewe ; 
But  in  I  went,  and  that  anone  : 
There  met  I  crying  many  one, 
A  larges,  larges !  holde  up  well; - 
God  £ve  the  ladie  of  this  pell. 
Our  ownd  gentill  Ladie  Fame, 
And  'hem  that  i^llen  to  have  a  name 
Of  us !  Thus  heard  I  cryin  all, 
And  faft  comin  out  of  the  hall 
And  (hoke  noblis  and  (larlyngis,  ' 
And  corounid  were  as  kyneis 
With  crownis  wrought  fuU  of  lofyngcs, 
And  many  ribans  many  fringes 
Were  on  ther  dothis  tniily. 

Tho  at  the  laft  efpyid  I 
That  purfevauntes  and  heraudis. 
That  cryin  riche  folkis  laudis. 
It  werin  all ;  and  every  man 
Of  *hem,  as  I  you  tellin  can. 
Had  on  him  throwin  a  vefture  . 
"Whiche  men  yclepe  a  cote  armure, 
Embroudirid  wondirly  riche. 
At  though  thei  werin  not  iliche : 
But  nought  will  I,  fo  mote  I  thrive, 
Be  now  aboutin  to  difcrive 
All  thefe  armis  that  there  yweren 
That  thei  thus  on  ther  cotis  wcrcn» 
For  to  me  were  impoflible, 
^en  might  make  of  *hcm  a  Bible 
Full  twentk  fote  thicke  as  I  trowc. 
For  certain  who  fo  coud  it  knowe 
Ymight  there  all  the  armis  ienc 
Of  famous  folke  that  er  had  bene 
In  AiTrike,  Europe,  and  Aiie, 
Sithins  firft  began  chiv^lric. 

Lo !  how  ihouM  I  now  tell  all  this ! 
Ne  of  the  hall  eke  what  nede  it 
To  tellin  you  ?  that  every  wall 
Of  it,  and  rofe,  and  flore  withall. 
Was  platid  balfe  a  fota  thicke 
Of  golde,  and  that  ne  was  not  wicke» 
But  for  to  provin  in  all  wife 
At  fine  as  ducket  in  Venife^ 
Of  whichc  to  lite  all  in  my  pouche  is  % 
And  thei  vrere  fet  as  thicke  of  ouchis 
Fine,  of  the  finift  ftonis  faire 
That  men  rcden  in  the  lapidaire. 
Or  as  graflis  growen  in  a  mede ; 
But  it  were  sol  to  kmg  to  rede 
The  namis,  and  therefore  I  pace. 
But  in  this  luftie  and  riche  place* 
That  Fam*is  Hall  ycallid  was. 
Full  mochil  pres  of  folke  there  n^as, 
Ne  crouding,  for  to  mochil  pres; 
But  all  on  hie  above  a  des 
Sattc  in  a  fe  impcriall 
That  made  was  of  ruble  rolall    *   -       • 


Whiclfe  that  a  carbuncle  is  called, 

I  fawe  perpetually  iftalled 

A  fcminc  crcture. 

That  nevir  formid  by  Nature 

Was  fochc  an  othir  thyng  1  fa« ; 

For  althirfirftc,  the  fothe  to  (aie ; 

Me  thoughtin  that  fhe  was  fo  lite 

That  the  finale  length  of  a  cubite 

Was  Icngir  than  ihc  femid  be. 

But  thus  fone  in  a  whil^  (he 

Her  felf  tho*  wondirly  yftreight 

That  with  her  fete  (he  th*  erthe  yreight, 

And  with  her  hedde  fhetouchid  heven. 

There  as  (hinith  the  fterris  feven ; 

And  thereto  yet,  as  to  my  wit, 

I  fawin  a  grete  wondir  yit. 

Upon  her  eyin  to  bcholde, 

But  certainly*  I  *bem  nevir  tolde. 

For  as  fele  eyin  haddin  fhe 

As  fethirs  upon  fouiis  be. 

Or  werin  on  the  beftis  foure 

That  Godd*is  trone  can  to  hbnonre. 

As  writeth  Ihon  in  the'  Apocalyps, 

Her  here,  that  was  owndie  and  crips, 

As  humid  golde  it  flione  to  fe. 

And,  fothe  to  tellin  alfo,  (he 
Had  alfo  fele  updandyng  eres. 
And  tongis  as  on  heft  ben  heres, 
And  on  her  fete  woxin  fawe  I 
Partrich'is  wingis  rcdily. 

But  Iiorde !  the  pcrric*  and  the  richeile 
I  (awe  fittyng  on  the  goddcfle. 
And  the  hevinly  melodie 
Of  fongis  fiill  of  armonie 
I  herdc  about  her  trone  ifong. 
That  ail  the  palais  wall  yrong ! 
So  fonge  the  mightte  Mufi^,  ihe 
That  clepid  is  Caliope, 
And  her  fevin  fuffcirin  eke. 
That  in  ther  facis  femid  meke. 
And  evirmore  eternally 
Thei  fongin  of  Fame ;  tho  heard  T, 
Yheried  be  thou  and  thy  name, 
Goddelfe  of  Reftoun  and  of  Fame  i 

Tho  was  !  aware  at  the  laft. 
As  I  myne  eyin  gan  upcafl. 
That  this  ilke  grete  and  noble  qnene 
Updn  her  (hullirs  gan  fuftene 
Both^  the  armis  and  the  name 
Of  tho  that  haddin  larg^  fame, 
Alifander  and  Hercules, 
That  with  a  fherte  his  life  did  lefe; 
And  thus  founde  I  fittyng  this  goddeife 
In  noble  honour  and  richeffe, 
Of  which  I  ftintc  a  whiU  now, 
Of  othir  thing  to  tellin  yon. 

Tho  fawe  I  ftande  on  th*  other  fide, 
Streight  doune  unto  the  doris  wide. 
From  the  dees  many  a  pillcre 
Of  mctall  that  (hone  not  full  cicre. 
But  though  thei  were  of  no  richcflc 
Yet  were  thei  made  for  grete  noMcflc, 
And  in  *h#m  was  there  grrtc  fcntence. 
And  fotke  of  hie  and  digne  rcvcrcfice^ 
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Of  which  to  t^in  wfl]  t  fonde. 

Upon  a  ptllir  iawe  I  ftonde, 
Aldo^rft  there  yfie, 
Upon  a  pillir  ftonde  on  hie. 
That  was  of  lede  and  iron  fiae^ 
Hjm  of  the  k€th  Satttmine, 
The  Ebraike  Jofephut  the  old, 
That  of  the  Jewis  geftis  told. 
And  he  bare  oo  his  ihuldin  hie 
All  the  fame  up  of  the  Jurie ; 
And  by  hym  ilodin  othir  leveo, 
Full  wife  and  worthie  for  to  neven. 
To  helpe  hym  beria  rp  the  char^ 
It  wasib  hevieandfo  large; 
And  for  thei  writtin  of  battaiiet 
As  well  as  of  othir  marrailet. 
Therefore  ywas,  lo !  this  piUere, 
Of  the  whiche  I  yon  tellin  here. 
Of  lede  and  ih>n  bothe  iwis. 
For  iron  Mart*is  metall  it, 
Whiche  that  the  god  is  of  Baiuile, 
And  eke  the  lede  withootin  (aik 
Is,  lo  !  the  metall  of  Satume, 
That  hath  ful  largd  whcle  to  turoe. 
To  ftandin  forthe  on  eithir  rowe 
Of  *hem  whiche  that  I  could  yknowe, 
Though  I  by  ordir  *hem  not  tell. 
To  makin  yon  to  long  to  dwell. 

Thefe,  of  the  whiche  I  gan  to  fcde, 
Thele  fiiwe  I  ftandin  oat  oi  drede 
Upon  an  iron  piUir  ftrong, 
That  painted  was  all  endclong 
With  tigr'is  blode  in  every  place, 
The  Tholaibn,  with  that  height  Stace, 
That  bare  of  Thcbis  up  the  name 
Upon  his  IholcKrs,  and  the  fiune 
Alfo  of  cruiU  Achilles; 
And  by  hym  flode  withootin  lefe 
Full  wondir  hie  on  a  piller 
Of  iron  he  the  grete  Omer, 
And  with  him  Dares  and  Titos 
Before,  and  eke  he  LoUius, 
And  Guide  eke  de  Columpois, 
And  Engliih  Gafride  eke  iwis ; 
And  eche  of  thefe,  as  I  have  joye. 
Was  buiie  for  to  berc  op  Troye, 
80  hevie  thereof  was  the  fisme. 
That  for  to  here  it  was  no  game  ; 
But  yet  I  gan  full  well  efpie 
Betwene  'hem  was  a  little*  envic; 
One  iaied  that  Omer  madd  lies 
And  fciojmg  in  his  po<kries, 
And  was  to  the  Grekes  favourable. 
And  therefore  helde  he  it  but  fable. 

Tho  fawe  I  ftande  on  a  pillere 
That  was  of  tinnid  iron  ckre. 
Him  the  Latine  poete  Virgilc, 
That  hath  bore  up  a  longd  while 
The  fame  of  pius  JSneas. 

And  next  him  on  a  pillir  was 
Of  coppir  Venus  derke  Ovide, 
That  hoth  yfowin  wondirs  wide 
The  gret^  god  of  X^v'is  fame. 
And  there  hf  bare  op  well  his  i 


Upon  this  pilfer  al  fo  hScy 

As  might  fe  it  with  myne  eye  i 

For  why  ?  this  hall  whereof  L  rede 

Was  woxe  on  height,  and  lengith,  and  bred« 

Well  mord  by  a  thouiande  dele 

Than  it  was  erft,  that  fawe  I  welok 

Tho  iawe  I  on  a  pillir  by 
Of  iron,  wrought  fnli  fiemily. 
The  grete  poete,  hsm  Dan  l.acaa^ 
That  on  his  fliouldirs  bane  op'than. 
As  hie  as  that  I  might  it  le. 
The  fune  of  Julius  and  Pompc, 
And  by  hyn&  ilodin  all  thcie  clerkcs 
That  write  of  Rom*is  mighde  werkes^ 
That  if  I  would  ther  namis  tcli 
II10  all  to  long  ymuik  I  dwelL 

And  nezte  hym  on  a  pillir  flode 
Of  fulpbure,  liche  asbe  were  wode^ 
Dan  Claodian,  ibdie  for  to  tell. 
That  bare  up  all  the  fame  of  hell« 
Of  Pluto  and  of  Proferpine, 
That  quene  is  of  the  dcrkj  pine. 
What  ihoold  I  more  teUsa  of  this  ^ 
The  hall  ywas  ail  foil  iwis 
Of  'hem  that  writtin  Mi  jeiles 
As  ben  on  t^eis  rokis  nciles. 
But  it  a  fuU  cQO&ife  matiere 
Were  all  dwie  jeiUs  for  to  here 
TluLt  thei  of  write,  and  how  thei  height : 
But  while  that  I  beheld  this  fight 
I  herde  a  ooiie  approchin  blive. 
That  fareth  as  bees  doen  in  aa  hive 
Ayenil  ther  tyme  of  out  flying, 
Rigrht  foche  a  manir  mnrmuryng 
For  all  the  worlde  it  femid  mc. 

Tho  gan  I  lake  about,  and  fe 
That  there  come  cntryng  into  the*  hali 
A  right  grete  companie  withaU, 
And  that  of  fondrie  regions, 
Of  allkind  of  condicions 
That  dwell  in  yerthe  undir  the  mooe, 
Bothe  pore  and  riche :  and  alfo  fone 
As  thei  were  come  into  the  hall 
Thei  gan  on  kneis  doone  to  fall 
Before  this  ilk£  noble  quene. 
And  iayid,  Graont  us,  ladie  ihenel 
Eche  of  us  of  thy  grace  a  bone. 
And  ibme  of  'hem  ihe  grauntid  feoe. 
And  fome  ihe  waraid  well  and  fairc. 
And  fome  ihe  grauntid  the  contrarie 
Of  ther  aikyng  all  ottirlic ; 
But  this  I  faie  you  tmilie. 
What  that  her  grace  was  I  ne  wiO, 
For  of  thefe  foUte  fiiH  weU  1  wia 
Thei  haddin  gode  fame  eche  deferred. 
Although  thei  were  diverfly  ferred. 
Right  as  her  fiftir  Dame  Fortune 
Is  wont  to  fervin  in  commune. 

Now  herkin  how  ihe  gan  to  pale 
'Hem  that  gan  her  of  grace  to  praiey 
And  yet,  lo !  all  this  companie 
Yiaidin  fothe,  and  not  a  lie. 

Madame,  (thus  fayid  thei)  we  be 
Folke  whiche  chat  here  bcfechin  the 
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That  thon  graimtin  as  now  gode  Fatncy 
And  let  our  worlcit  hsTe  gode  name ; 
In  full  recoropenfadon 
Of  gode  wMke  give  m  gode  renonn. 

I  warne  it  yau  (quod  fte  monc) 
Te  gcttin  of  m«  gode  Fame  none 
By  God,  and  therefore  go  your  waie^ 

Alat,  (qood  tnd)  and  wclawate ! 
Tellith  us  what  your  canfe  mate  be. 

For  that  m^  lifte  it  not,  (^od  (be,) 
No  wight  fludl  fpeke  of  yon  iwis 
Negode  ne^hanne  ne  that  ae  this. 
And  with  that  worde  (he  nn  to  call 
Her  mefTengir  that  was  in  haU, 
And  bad  that  he  fliouU  faft  ygooe. 
Upon  pain  to  be  blindc  anone. 
For  .£olu8,  the  god  of  Windey 
In  Thrace  tKpra  ye  ihsll  hym  yfinde. 
And  bid  hym  bryng  his  ciarioun 
That  it  full  diycn  of  his  fonn, 
And  it  is  clcptd  Clere  Laode. 
With  which  he  wont  is  to  heraude 
*Hem  thu  that  me  lift  ipraifid  be  ^ 
And  alfo  bid  hym  now  that  he 
Bryng  eke  his  othir  clarioan, 
That  night  Sclaundir  in  ercnr  tomie^ 
With  whiche  he  wont  is  to  diffame ' 
'Hem  that  me  lift  and  doe  'hem  (hame. 

Thia  meflengir  gan  faft  to  gone. 
And  fonnde  where  in  a  cave  of  ftone. 
In  a  coontre  which  that  bight  Thrace^ 
This  MoVm  with  hardd  grace 
Yhelde  the  windis  in  diftreffe, 
And  gan  *hem  nndir  hym  to  prefle^ 
That  thei  g^ne  as  the  beris  rore. 
He  bounde  and  preilid  *hem  fo  ibror 

This  meffengir  gan  faft  to  crie. 
Rife  up  (quod  he)  and  faft  the  hit 
Untill  thou  at  my  ladie  be, 
And  take  thy  clarions  eke  with  the» 
And  fpede  the  bft :  and  he  anone 
Toke  to  him  one  that  bight  TritoiM» 
His  clarions  to  berin  thoy 
And  let  a  certain  windc  ygo. 
That  blewe  fo  hidoofly  and  hio 
That  it  ne  leftd  not  a  fide 
In  all  the  welkin  long  and  brode. 

This  .£okis  no  wl^re  abode 
Till  ^e  was  come  to  Fam*is  fete. 
And  eke  the  man  that  Triton  hete. 
And  theie  he  ftode  as  ftiU  as  ftone  : 
And  here  withall  there  came  anono 
An  othir  huge  comnanie 
Of  gode  folke,  and  began  to  trie 
l^die !  grataotith  us  now  gode  Fmro, 
And  let  our  workis  have  that  name^ 
Now  in  honour  of  gentilnelTe, 
And  al  fo  God  your  foole  yblefle^ 
For  we  ban  well  defenrid  it. 
Therefore  is*  right  that  we  be  quitw 

As  thrive  I  (quod  (he)  yo(hiLU'iAile» 
Gode  workis  ihail  you  not  avaik 
To  have  of  rae  gode  Fame  as  now  t^ 
But  wote  ye  whac  \  I  gcauDtin>  y«w« 


That  ye  (hall  bavin  tf  ihtewdfe  name. 
And  wickid  loos  worfe  Fame, 
Though  ye  gode  loos  have  well  defervcd  j 
Now  goeth  your  waie,  for  ye  ben  fcrved« 
And  thou  Dan  ^olus,  (quod  (he) 
Take  forthc  f hy  trompe  anone,  let  fe. 
That  is  idepid  Sclaundir  light. 
And  blowe  thcr  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  'hem  harme  and  ihrcudiQcire 
In  ftede  of  gode  apd  worthineiTe, 
For  thou  (bait  trumpe  all  the  ccmtraire 
Of  that  thei  have  docn  well  and  faire. 

Alas !  thought  1,  what  avinturc» 
Yhavin  thefc  forie  crctorcs. 
That  thei  emongis  al  the  prcs 
Should  thus  be  (bamid  giltiles ! 
But  what  1  it  muft  nedis  ybe. 
What  did  this  ^olus  ?  bnt  he 
Toke  out  his  blacke  trompe  of  bra#^ 
That  foulir  then  the  devill  was. 
And  gran  this  ^rbmpd  for  to  bbwe 
As  all  the  worlde  uookl  ovirthrowe  i 
Throughout  ev^ry  rcgionn 
Ywent  this  foole  trumo'is  foun 
As  fwift  as  pcUit  out  of  gonne  - 
When  fire  is  in  the  poudir  ronne. 
And  foche  a  fmokj^  gan  out  Wende 
Out  of  the  foule  tmmp*is  ende,     . 
BUcke,  blne^  nnd  greniflie,  fwardihc,  redd 
As  doith  where  that  man  melte  lede, 
Lo !  all  on  hie  from  the  tewell ; 
And  therto  one  thyng  fawe  I  weO^ 
That  ay  the  ferthir  that  it  ranae 
The  gretirweain  it  bcganne^ 
As  doeth  the  rivir  from  »  well« 
And  it  (Unke  as  the  pitte  of  hell  t 
Alas !  thus  was  ther  (hame  irong^ 
And  giltleife,  on  every  tong, 
Tho  came  the  thirdd  oompank. 
And  gone  up  to  the  dees'to  hie, 
And  dotine  on  knees  thei  fell  anone^ 
And  (aidin.  We  ben  everichona 
Folke  that  yhan  full  truilie 
Defervid  Famd  rightfallie^ 
And  prayin  you  it  mig^t  be  know^ 
Right  as  it  is,  and  forthe  yUowe. 

I  grattnte  (quod  (he),  for  now  me  lift 
That  your  gode  worki&  ihall  be  will. 
And  yet  ye  (hall  have  bettir  loos^ 
Right  in  difpi^e  of  all  yonr  foos,- 
Thcn  worthie  is,  and  that  anone. 
Let  now  (quod  Ihe)  thy  ttumpc  gone, 
Thou'^olus,  that  is  fo  blacke, 
And  out  thyne  othir  trumpe  t:ake 
That  hightin  Laude,  and  blowe  k  fo 
That  through  the  worlde  ther  Fame  may  g% 
All  eiily  and  not  to  faft. 
That  it  be  knowin  at  the  laft. 

Tul  gladly,  ladic  myne  !  he  faicd ; 
And  out  his  trumpe  of  goMe  he  broacd 
Anone,  and  fct  it  to  his  mouthe. 
And  bkwe  it  eft,  and  weft,  and  fonthe. 
And  northe,  as  loude  as  any  thondcr. 
That  every  wi^t  hath  of  it  wondcc* 
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So  brode  it  ran  or  tkat  k  ftent ; 
And  certis  all  the  hftth  that  went 
Ont  of  hifrtmmp'is  m««the  yfmelde 
As  men  a  potte  fall  of  haume  helde 
'Emong  a  haikit  Ml  of  rofes  ; 
This  £vour  did  he  to  ther  lofet^ 

And  right  with  this  1  gan  elpie 
There  came  the  fowirth  companies 
But  certaibt  thd  were  wondir  fewe,- 
Aod  gonne  to  ftandin  on  a  rewe, 
And  ^idin,  Certis,  ladie  bright  I 
We  have  doen  well  with  all  our  mighQ 
But  we  ne  kepe  to  hmvin  Fame ; 
Hidith  our  workis  and  our  name 
For  Godd'is  love,  for  certit  we* 
Hare  furety  dot n  it  for  bounte,^ 
And  for  no  manir  othir  thyng. 

T  graontin  you  all  your  aikyng, 
(Quod  (he ;)  let  your  workis  be  dedde; 

With  that  about  I  toumed  my  hedde. 
And  (awe  anone  the  fivith  rout^ 
That  to  this  ladie  gan  to  lout. 
And  dounc  on  knees  anone  to  fall. 
And  to  her  tho  befoughtin  all 
To  hidin  ther  gode  workis  eke. 
And  fayid,  thei  yr?e  not  a  leke 
for  no  Fame,  ne  no  foche  renoon^ 
For  thei  for  contemplacioun 
And  Godd*is  love  had  it  ywroughr^ 
Ke  of  Fame  wonldin  thei  have  nought; 

What !  (quod  (he)  and  be  ye  fo  wode  ? 
And  wenin  ye  for  to  doe  gode, 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  Fame  } 
Have  ye  difpite  to  have  my  name  ^ 
Naie,  ye  (hall  lyin  everichonc; 
Blowith  thy  ttumpe,  and  that  anone;. 
(Quod  (he)  thou  JEolus,  I  bote. 
And  ring  thefe  folkis  workes  by  note^ 
That  all  the  worlde  male  of  it  here : 
And  he  gan  blowe  ther  loos  fo  clere 
Within  his  goldin  clarionn, 
That  through,  the  worlde  ywent  the  (b«a 
Al  fo  kindely  and  eke  (b  (oft 
That  ther  Fame  was  yblove  alofc. 

And  tho  came  the  (ixt  companie. 
And  gonin  faft  to  Fame  to  crie 
Bight  verily  in  this  manere;. 
Thei  (aidin,  Mercie,  ladie  dere ! 
To  tellin  certaih  as  it  is 
We  have  ^en  neithir  that  ne  thlsi 
Butidill  all  our.  life  hath  be; 
But  nathdkfle  yet  prayin  we 
That  we  mai^have  as  gode  a  Fame, 
And  grete  renome  and  knowin  name. 
As  thei  that  have  doe  noble  jel^es, 
And  have  achevid  all  ther  qneftes^ 
As  wel  of  love  as  othir  thyng, 
All  was  us  nevir  broche  ne  ryng, 
Ne  ellis  what  fro  women  fent, 
Ne  onis  in  thcr-hcrte  iment, 
Tomaken  iis.onely  frendiy  chere^ 
But  mought  ytemin  us  on  bene. 
Yet  kt  us  to  the  peple  feme 
^oche  a$  the  WQvldc  male  of }»  dcme 


That  women  lovin  us  for  wode; 
It  (hall  do  us  as  mochil  gode. 
And  to  our  herte  as  moche  avatle 
The  countirpeife,  efe,  and  travatle^ 
As  we  had  wonnin  with  labour, 
For  that  is  dere  ybought  honour. 
At  the  regard  of  our  grete  e(e ; 
And  yet  ye  muft  us  more  yplefe, 
JLet  us  bdioldin  <*ke  thereto 
Worthie,  and  wife,  and  gode  alfo^ 
And  riche,  and  happie  unto  kyvff. 
For  Oodd*is  love  that  fittoth  above; 
Though  we  may  not  the  bodie  have 
Of  women,  yet,  fo  God  me  fave, 
JLet  men  yglewe  on  us  the  name ; 
Suffifith  that  we  have  the  Fame. 

I  graunt  it  (quod  (he),  by  my  trouth* 
Now,  .Mollis, withotttin  douth 
Take  out  thy  trumpe  of  golde>  (quod  flie) 
And  blowe  as  thei  have  a(kjd  me, 
That  every  man  wene  'hem  at  efe 
Although  thei  go  in  fuHbadde  lefle. 
This  JBolus  gan  k  fo»  blowe 
That  through  the  worlde  it  wis  iknowe» 

Tho  came  the  (eventb  route  anone» 
And  fill  on  kneu  evexichonc, 
And  fayid,  Ladie,  graunte  us  fone 
The  fam^  thvng,  the  famd  bone. 
Which  thattlus  nexte  folke  you  have  doiM^ 

Fie  on  you  (quod  (he)  everichonc ! 
Ye  na(Ue  fwine,  ye  idle  wretches^ 
Fullfillid  of  rottin  (lowe  tetehes ! 
What !  hUi  thcvis,  where  ye  wolde 
Ben  famid  gode,  azid  nothyng  n*olde 
Defervin  why,  ne  nevir  thought. 
Men  rathif  you  to  hangin  ought. 
For  ye  1^  like  the  flepie  cat. 
That  would  have  fi(he,  but  wo(b  tboa  whatf 
He  woll  nothyng  wete  his  clawi»>: 
Evill  thrifte  come  to  your  jawis^ 
And  on  myne,  H I  yov  it  graunte,. 
Or  doe  favour  you  to<avaunte. 

Thou  JBolus,  thou  Kyng  of  Thrace, 
Go  blowe  this  folke  a  (brie  grace 
(Quod  (he)  anone ;  and  woft  thou  how  I 
As  1  (hall  tellin  the  right  nowe ; 
Say  thefe  ben  they  that  wolde  honour 
Have,  and  do  no  kinde  of  labour, 
Ne  do  no  gode,  and  yet  have  laude. 
And  that  men  wende  thatbeUe  I  faude 
Ne  coude  'hem  not  of  love  weme. 
And  yet  (he  that  ygrint  at  querne 
b  all  to  gode  t»  efe  ther  hertc 
This  JEolus  anone  up  (lerte. 
And  w,ith  his  blacks  clariouA 
He  gan  to  blafin  out  a  foon 
As  loud  as  bellith  winde  in  belv- 
And  eke  therewith^  the  ibthe  to  tcl, 
This  fown^  was  fo  lull  of  japes 
As  evir  mowis  were  in  apes. 
And  that  went  al  the  worlde  aboute. 
That  every  wight  gan  on  *hcm  (houte 
And  for  to  laugh  as  they  were  wode, 
Socbc  game  y&uxide  they  in  thct  ^oditk 


Tho  came  anotlur  companye 
That  had  ydone  the  trech^ry. 
The  harme  and  the  fj^rete  wickedBcfle^ 
That  any  herte  coudin  ygefle. 
And  prayid  her  to  have  gode  Fame, 
And  that  ihe  n'olde  do  *hem  no  (hame« 
Bst  give  *hem  loos  and  godc  renoun. 
And  do  it  blowe  in  clahouo. 

tbjy  wis,  (quod  (he)  it  were  a  vyce  s 
Alhe  there  in  me  no  jufUce 
Me  lyft  not  for  to  do  it  nowe, 
lie  this  I  ne  will  graunt  it  you. 
^     Tho  came  there  lepinge  in  a  route, 
And  gan  to  dappin  ad  ahoute 
!Et^  man  upon  the  crowne. 
That  al  the  hal  began  to  fowne. 
And  fayid,  Lady  lefe  and  dere ! 
We  ben  foche  folkes,  as  ye  may  here. 
To  tcDin  all  the  tale  aright. 
We  ben  (hrewis  every  wight. 
And  have  delite  in  wickidneflei 
As  gode  folkc  ha^  in  godencfie. 
And  joyc  to  ben  yknowin  (hrewet. 
And  ful  q£  vice  and  wickid  thewes, 
IRHicrfbre  we  praye  ymi  on  a  rowe 
That  oar  Fame  be  Toche  yknowe 
In  althingis  right  as  it  is. 

I  graunte  it  yon,  (quod  lhc}ywis; 
Bat  what  arte  thou  that  fiueft  this  tale. 
That  werift  on  thy  hofe  a  pale. 
And  on  thy  tippet  foche  a  bel  ? 

Madame,  (quod he)  the  fothe  to  tel« 
1  am  that  ilke  ihrewe  y  wis 
That  brent  the  temple*  of  Ifidts 
In  Athenis,  lo !  that  cyte. 
Andwhereforediddeftthoufo?  (quod  flie.) 
By  my  trouthe,  (anfwcrid  he)  Madam^ 
1  wQld^  (aine  have  had  a  name, 
As  othir  folke  had  in  the  towne  ; 
Although  they  were  of  gxete  renowse 
For  ther  vcrtne  and  ther  thewis, 
'  Thought  I,  as  grete  Fame  have  flirewis 
(Though  it  be  noaght)  for  ihrewdcnefle 
As  gode  folke  bavin  for  godenefie. 
And  dthen  1  may  not  have  that  one 
That  othir  n*yl  1  not  forgone. 
As  for  to  gettin  a  Fame  here, 
The  temple  fet  I  al  on  fire. 

Nowe  done  our  loos  be  blowin  fwithe. 
As  wifly  he  thou  evir  blythe. 

Gladly  (quod  (he),  Thou  .Solus, 
Herift  thou  not  what  they  prayen  us  f 
Madame,  I  here  ful  wel,  (quod  he) 
And  I  will  trumpin  it  parae ; 
And  toke  his  blackd  trump*?  fafte. 
And  gan  to  puffin  and  to  blade 
Tyl  it  was  at  the  wotld'is  ende* 

With  that  1  gan  aboutin  wende, 
For  one  that  ftode  right  at  my  bake 
Me  thought  ful  godely  to  me  fpake. 
And  fayid,  Frende,  what  is  thy  name  ? 
Arte  thou  come  hidir  to  have  Fame  ? 

Have  Fame '  nay,  for  (bthe,  ftende,  (quod  I) 
I  come  nat  hithir,  grant  mercy  i 
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For  no  fodie  canfc,  by  my  bed, 

Suffifith  me  as  I  were  ded     • 

That  no  wight  have  my  name  m  honde ; 

I  wot  my  felfe  heft  howe  I  fionde. 

For  what  I  drie  or  what  I  thinke 

I  wol  my  felfin  al  it  driake. 

Certainly  for  the  more  parte. 

As  ferforth  as  I  can  mine  arte. 

What  doift  thou  here  than  ?  (quod  he.) 

(Quod  I)  That  wol  I  tellia  the  : 

The  caule  why  I  ftandin  here 

Is  fome  ntw  tidtnges  for  to  lere. 

Some  newe  things  I  ne  wot  what, 

Tydingis  eythir  this  or  that, 

Of  love,  or  of  foche  thingis  glade. 

For  certainly  he  that  me  maide 

To  comin  hidir  faid  to  me 

I  fhuldin  bothe  yhere  and  le 

In  this  place  many  wondir  thinges^ 

But  thefc  ne  be  no  foche  tidioges 

Aslymentof.    No?  (quodl^.) 

And  I  anfwcrid.  No,  parde. 

For  ful  wel  I  wote  evir  yet, 

Sithinis  that  firile  I  had  wit. 

That  fome  folke  ban  deiirid  Fame 

Diverfly,  and  loos  and  gode  nam^. 

But  certainly  1  ne  vn£t  how 

Ne  where  that  Fame  dwellid  or  nowtj 

Ne  eke  of  her  difcripcion. 

No  aHb  her  condicion, 

Ne  eke  the  ordir  of  her  dome 

Knewe  I  not  till  I  hithir  come. 

Why  than  be,  lo!  thefe  tidingis 
Which  that  thou  nowe  hethir  bringis. 
That  thou  haft  herde  f  (quod  he  to  me :) 
But  nowe  no  force,  for  wel  I  fe 
What  thou  defirift  for  to  lere  i 
Come  forthe,  and  ftande  no  lengir  herei 
And  I  wol  the,  withontin  drede,      m 
In  to  foche  anothir  place  kde  ^ 

There  thou  Ihalte  henn  many  one. 

Tho  gan  I  forthe  with  him  to  gone 
Out  of  the  caftil,  fothe  to  fey. 

Tho  fawe  1  ftande  in  a  v^dcy, 
Undir  the  caftil  fafte  by. 
An  houle  that  Domtu  IhedaU^ 
That  Lahyrmtbusfjf^c^td.  is, 
N*as  ma({e  fo  wondtrly  ywis, 
Ne  halfe  fo  quently  was  ywrooght ; 
And  evirmo  as  fwifte  as  thought 
This  qlteint  Houfe  aboutin  ywent« 
That  nevirmo  it  ftill  yftent. 
And  there  came  out  (b  grct  a  noife^ 
That  had  it  ftondin  upon  Oyie 
Men  might  have  herde  it  eftly 
To  Rome,  I  trowin  iikirly ; 
And  the  noif^  whiche  that  I  yherdti 
For  al  the  worlde  right  fo  it  fcrde 
As  dothe  the  routinge  of  the  ftone 
That  fro  th'  engin  is  letyn  grone. 

And  al  this  Houfe  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  made  of  twyggis  fslowe,  rtde. 
And  grene  eke,  and  fome  werin  whitCj 
Sochc  as  men  to  the  cagis  twhite^ 
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Or  makin  of  theCs  paaier% 

Or  cUis  hutcbis  or  doSen^ 

That  for  the  fwough  and  for  the  twigget 

This  Houfe  was  al  fo  fuQ  of  gtggct. 

And  al  fo  ful  eke  of  chirkioget. 

And  of  many  othir  wirkingei. 

And  eke  thit  Houfe  hsth  of  entrees 

As  many*  as  levis  beti  on  trees 

In  fommir  whan  that  they  ben  gren^ 

And  on  the  rofe  yet  men  msy  Sm 

A  thouiande  bolls,  ftnd  well  mo. 

To  lettin  the  fowne  out  ygo ; 

And  by  day  in  ev^ry  tyde 

Ben  al  the  doris  opm  wide. 

And  by  night  echp  one  is  mibette ; 

Ke  portir  is  there  none  to  lette 

No  manir  tydinges  in  to  pace, 

Nc  nerir  reft  is  in  that  place. 

That  it  n*is  filled  full  of  tidinges, 

Eythir  loude  or  of  whiiperinges. 

And  eyir  all  the  Hotifis  angln 

Is  full  of  rowningesand  of  jangles, 

Of  werrcs,  of  pcce,  of  manages, 

Of  reftes,  of  labour,  of  viages. 

Of  abode,  of  dethe,attd  of  lyfe. 

Of  loYe,  of  hate,  accorde,  of  ftxife, 

Of  lofle,  of  lore,  and  of  winninges, 

Of  hele,  of  fickoKfle,  or  lefingea. 

Of  £ure  wetUr  and  tempcftis, 

Of  qnabne,  of  folke  and  at  befti^ 

Of  divers  tranimaudont 

Of  eftates  and  of  regions, 

Of  tmft,  of  drede,  of  jaloufy. 

Of  witte,  of  wiqning,  of  fofy. 

Of  plenty  and  dT  grcte  famine. 

Of  chepe,  of  derthe,  and  of  nrine. 

Of  godc  or  of  mifgovemement. 

Of  fyre,  and  ds^Fers  accident. 

Andlo!  this  Houfe  of  wbiche  I  write 
8ykir  be  ye  it  n'as  no  lite. 
For  it  wasfyxtie  mik  of  length; 
Al  was  the  tymbir  of  no  ftrength. 
Yet  it  is  fonndid  to  endure 
While  that  it  }yfte  to  ATintvre, 
That  is  the  mothir  of  Tidinges, 
As  the  fe  of  weilis  and  fprtnges. 
And  it  was  ibtpin  lyke  a  cage. 

Certis,  (quod  1)  in  al  mine  age 
Ne  fawe  I  foch&an  HoMbas  this. 
And  as  I  wondrid  me  ywis 
Upon  this  llouiefthb  ware  was  I 
How  that  myne  egle.fa/U  by 
Was  perchid  bye  upon  a  ftonc. 
And  I  gan  ftreight  to  him  to  gone, 
Aud  fayid  him  thus,  f  pray  the 
That  thou  a  while  abidin  me 
For  Godd*is  love,  and  let  mc  fcne 
What  wondirs  in  that  place  ybene, 
For  yet  parauntir  I  may  lere 
Some  gode  therin,  or  fomwbat  here, 
That  lefe  me  were  or  that  f  went. 

Peter,  that  ia  nowc  mync  cntene, 
(Qnod  he  to  me)  thcrforc  1  dwel; 
3ut  (cmioc  one  thin^c  I  the  t^l, 
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Ne  ihal  thou  nevir  coone  the  gia 
To  come  in  to  it  out  of  doute^ 
So  fade  it  whiflilh,lo  I  aboBt€$ 
But  fithe  that  Jov*is  of  his  grace. 
As  I  have  faid,  wil  the  Iblacc 
Finally  with  thefe  ilkc  thiOigQB, 
Thefe  uncouthe  iightts  and  tidkigea. 
To  paiFe  aWay  tbine  hevineffe, 
Soche  rottlbe  hath^  of  thy  diftfclii 
That  thou  fuf&edeft  debonairiy. 
And  wofte  thy  fehrin  nttirly 
Wholy  defperate  of  al  blifle, 
Sithe  that  Fortune  ha£h  made  amtCi  ~ 
The  fotf  of  al  thine  h^'is  reft 
Languiftie,  and  eke  iapqinfce  to-hrcft. 
But  ne  through  his  mighttfr-mdite 
Wtl  do  the  cfe,  al  be  it  lite, 
And  gave  in  expreffe  conuaanndesaent. 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient. 
To  forthir  the  with  al  my  my^t. 
And  wUhe  aad  tcchin  the  aright 
Where  thou  maift/e  mofte  tidi^gis  hers, 
Thou  ftialte  here  many  one  ylm. 
And  with  this  worde  he  right  aoooc 
Yhent  me  up  hyt!wene  hts  toae. 
And  at  a  windowe  in  me  hrought 
That  in  this  Hmife  was,  as  me  thongfat^ 
And  therewithal  me  thooghtit  ftcnt. 
And  nothinge  it-Aontin  wente. 
And  me  fet  is  the  flore  adoan; 
But  foche  grcte  congregackmn 
Of  folke  as  1  fawe  rome  about. 
Some  it  within  and  fome  without^ 
N'as  ncvix  iiene,  nc  find  be  cfta, 
That  certis  in  this  worlde  n*is  Itkm 
So  many  formid  by  Nature, 
Ne  ded  fo  many  a  cretnre. 
That  wel  unnethis  in  that  plaoa 
Had  I  a  fot'is  brede'of  fpace ; 
And  every  wight  that  I  jkwc  thcte 
Rownid  everidie  in  othir's  em 
A  newi  tldinge  privily. 
Or  els  he  tolde  It  op*i^y> 
Right  thus,  and  faid,  Ne  KToft  natlhoa 
That  is  betiddin.  In  I  right  now«t? 

No,  certis,  (quod  he;)  tcl  me  whtt; 
And  than  he  toldc  him  fMa  imd  (hit,  '    '' 
And  fwore  therto.tfaac  it  was  Axhe,      * 
Thus  hath  he  ikM,  and  ilHis  he  dothe. 
And  this  ihal  b^',and  thtts  herde  ICtff  f* 
That  flial  be  foundc,  and  darol  lay; 
That  al  the  folke  that  is  on  ly  ve 
Ne  have  the  konninge  to  difcrive 
Tho  thingis  that  I  hcrdiu  there. 
What  aloude  and  what  in  the  ere  ; 
But  al  the  wondir  mofte  was  this. 
Whan  one  had  horde  a  thinge  ywia 
He  came  ftreight  to  anothir  wight. 
And  gan  him  tcllin  anone  right 
The  fame  tale  that  to  him  was  tolde 
Or  it  a  forlonge  way  was  olde, 
And  began  fomwhat  for  to  cche 
Unto  this  tidinge  in  his  fpcch^ 
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More  dmn  evir  it  Q>tfkiri  was. 

And  nat  fo  fone  deputid  n'at 

•Tho  fro  him  that^he  ne  ymette 

With  the  thirde  mao,  and  er  he  lettt 

Any  ilounde  he  ytoWe  him  alfe; 

Werin  the  tidiagcs  foche  or  fiUle 

Yet  wdlde  he  tel  it  oathHes, 

And  evirmore  with  mo  cncret 

^hat  it  was  erft :  thas  northe  and  foathe 

Went  every  ts£nge  fro  month  to  mouthe. 

And  that  encrcfinge  evirmo. 

As  fire  is  wont  to  quicken  and  go. 

From  a  fparcle  fprongin  amis, 

Tyl  al  a  <itt  boent  up  is. 

And  whan  that  that  was  fol  up  fpr«nge, 
And  wazin  nwre  oo  erery  too^ 
Tlian  er  it  was,  and  went  aaone 
Up  to  a  windowe  out  to  gone| 
Or  but  it  might  ont  there  ypafle 
It  gan  out  crepe  at  feme  crevafle. 
And  flewe  forthe  fafti  for  the  nones. 

And  fomtyme  I  fawe  there  at  ones 
A  leiinge  ajid  a  fadde  fothefawe. 
That  gonnin  of  xvintore  drawe 
Out  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace. 
And  whan  thei  mettin  m  that  place 
They  were  acheckid  hothi  two,  - 
And  neither  of  'hem  myght  o«t  go. 
For  eche  othir  tbey  gonne  fo  cnmde, 
Tyl  eche  of  *hcm  gan  cryin  lotnle 
Let  me  gone  firft;  Kaj,  b«t  let  me^ 
And  here  I  wol  enfaos  the 
With  vowis  that  thou  wok  do  fo. 
That  I  fhal  nevir  fro  the  go, . 
But  be  alway  thin  owne  fwome  brother  ; 
We  wol  meddle  aseche  in  other. 
That  no  man  be  he  ner  fo  wrothe 
Shal  have  one  of  us  two,  but  bothe 
At  onis,  as  beiide  his  leve. 
Come  we  amorowe  or  on  eTC, 
Be  we  ycryde  ar  ftyl  yrowned  « 
Thus  fawe  1  ialfe  and  ibthe  compowoed 
Togidir  flye  for  o  tidinge ; 
Thus  out  at  holis  gonne  to  wriags 
Mrirj  tidixige  ibreight  to  Fame* 
And  (he  gan  yetin.  eche  hia  name 
Afrir  her  diCpoficioo, 
And  yeve  'hem  eke  duradea, 
/Some  to  wexin  aftd  w:anin  Cone, 
As  dothe  the  fiure  and  whitd  mooe. 
And  let  ham  gonne ;  there  might  1  fein 
,Wingid  wODdin  full  £ift  fiyia 


Twenty  thouiande  all  in  a  route. 
As  iEolus  *hem  b]ewe  aboute  : 
And,  Londe!  this  Honie  in  alld  timet 
Was  ful  of  (hypmen  and  pilg^imes, 
Withfcrippis  bretteful  of  lefinges, 
£ntermeailid  with  tidinges; 
And  eke  alon^  by  *hem  felve 
A  many  thotifande  tf mis  twelve 
Sawe  I  eke  c^  thefe  pardoners, 
Corrours,  and  eke  of  meflanngers. 
With  boxis  crommid  ful  of  lyes 
As  evtr  veflil  was  with  Ues : 
And  as  I  althirfaitift  went 
Aboute,  and  dyd  al  mytie  ement 
Me  for  to  playeaandfor  to  lere. 
And  eke  a  tiding  for  to  here. 
That  I  had  herde  of  fome  countre. 
That  (bal  not  nowe  be  toldc  Cw  me. 
For  it  no  nede  is,TedyIy 
Folke  can  yfinge  it  bet  than  T, 
For  al  mote  out  or  late  or  rathe 
AU^  the  (heyis  in  the  £sthe. 

I  herdin  a  grete  Jioife  withaU 
Within  a  cornir  of  the  hal. 
There  men  of  loTe  ^dingis  toide. 
And  I  gan  thidirwarde  ^olde. 
For  I  fawe  renninge  every  wigfeic 
As  faile  as  that  they  haddin  might. 
And  everyche  cride,  What  thinge  is  that  f 
And  fome  faid,  Ijn'ot  nerir  wlm  : 
And  whan  they  were  al  on  an  hepe 
Tho  thei  behiade  gonnin  np  kpc, 
And  dambin  up  on  othtr  fade, 
And  up  the  noiie  on  iiyghia  cafte. 
And  tredin  bSk  on  othir*s  heles. 
And  ftampe,  as  psen  done  aftir  eles  : 
But  at  the  lafte  I  DM^ea  man 
Whiche  that  I  noueht  difcrive  ne  can. 
But  he  yfoaaid  for  to  be 
A  tohn  of  grete  au^orite. 

And  therewithal  1  *aaon  abraide 
Out  of  my  flepcjialfe  afraide, 
Remembting  wel  what  I  had  feoe. 
And  howe  bye  zn^iene  I  had  beae. 
In  my  goft,  and  ha4  gixfee  wonder 
Of  that  the  mighty  god  of  Tbonder 
Had  kt  me  knowen,  and  gan  to  wrka 
Lyke  as  ye  haveiierde  me  endite, 
Wherfore  to  ftudy'  and  rede  alway 
1  porpofe  to  do  day  by  day. 

And  thus  in  dfeounge  and  -in  gamt 
Endith  this  litil  Bokc  of  Fkme. 
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Hcrefolowetb  a  godaly  Balade  of  Chaucer. 


MoTptR  of  norture,  bcft  beloved  of  all, 

And  freihc  floure,  to  whom  gode  thtifc  God  fendc, 

YoQT  chiMe,  if  it  lufte  you  me  fo  to  call, 

AU  be*  r  nnable  my  fclf  fo  to  pretende, 

To  yoar  difcrecion  I  rccommcndc 

Mine  hertc  and  all,  with  every  circtrnifhrance, 

AH  wholly  to  be'  undir  your  govimaunce. 

Mofte  dcfire  I,  and  have,  and  cvir  Ihall, 
Tfcing  whith  that  might  yoar  hert'i?  rfc  amende ; 
Have  me  excafed,  my  powir  is  but  fbikll ; 
Nathelefle  of  fight  ye  ought  for  to  commende 
My  gode  will,'which^  faind  would  cntendc 
To  doc  you  fervice,  for  my  fuffifatmce 
Is  wholly  to  be*  ondir  your  govimaunce. 

Mculx^vn  in  herte,  whiche  nevir  ftall  apall, 
Aie  frefhe  and  new,  and  right  glad  to  difpende 
My  time  in  yottr  fcrvice,  what  fo  b«fa]J, 
Bcfechyng  your  excellence  to  defende 
My  fimplenefle,  if  ignoraunce  offende 
In  any  wife,  fith  that  myne  affiaunce 
Is  whoUie  to  be*  undir  your  govimaunce. 

Dftifie  of  light,  very  ground  of  comfort ! 
The  Sunn*i$  doughtir  ye  hight,  as  I  rede, 
For  wkcn  he  weftrith  farwell  your  difport ; 
By  your  nature  anone  right  for  pure  drede 
Of  the  rude  Night,  that  with  his  boiftous  wede 
Of  derkeneife  ih^dowith  our  hemifphere, 
Thctt  dofin  ye,  my  liv*is  ladie  dere  ! 

Daunyng  the  diie  unto  his  kinde  reibrt. 
And  Phetbus  your  fathir  with  his  ftrcmcs  rede 
Adorncth  the  morowe,  confuming  the  fort 
Of  miflie  etoudes,  that  wouldin  ovirlede 
True  bundle  hertiswith  ther  mifiie  hede, 
Ncre  comfort  adoies,  when  your  eyiit  clerc 
Diklofie  attdfprede,  my  liv*is  bdic  derc  \ 

Jt  ^^tdrayi  but  the  grete  God  difpofeth 
And  makith  caiiiell  by  his  providence 
Sochothifig'ftsmalin'isfrele  wit  purpofetb, 
All  for  the  beft,  if  thAt  your  confeience 
VMgrutche-itjbat  in  humble  pacience 
It  rec()Vfl,  for  God  faith  withoutip  a  fable 
A  fcuthfuil  hcrtc  cvir  is  acceptable. 


Caotellfl  whofo  ufith  gladlle  glofeth; 
To  elchewe  foche  It  is  rieht  high  prudence^ 
What  ye  iaied  onis  mine  herte  oppofeth. 
That  my  writyng  japis  in  your  abfence 
Plefid  you  moche  bettir  than  ony  prefiuice, 
Yet  can  I  more,  ye  be  not  excufablc ; 
A  fmithfall  herte  cvir  is  acceptable. 

Quakith  my  penne,  my  fpirite  fuppofetis 
That  in  my  writing  ye  find  woll  om:nce; 
Min  hert  welknith  thus  fone,  anon  it  rifcth. 
Now  hotte,  now  coldc,  and  eft  in  grcte  fervcnce ^ 
That  mifle  is  caufid  of  negligence. 
And  not  of  malice,  therefore  beth  merdable ; 
A  faithf uU  herte  cvir  is  acceptable. 

VtMnyt. 

Forthe  complaint,  forthe  thou  lacking  eloqaencCj 
Forthe  litil  lettir,  of  enduing  lame, 
I  have  befought  my  ladie*s  fapiencc 
Of  thy  bchaltc  for  to  accept  in  game 
Thine  inabilite,  doe  thou  the  lame : 
Abide,  have  more  yet ;  Jejer-oe  7«'C^  •' 
Now  forth,  1  clofe  the*  in  holy  Venus  name, 
The  ihall  imclofc  my  hcrt'is  govimcflc. 


A  haliide  In  eommaidaeion  of  tut  LaiSt^ 

A  TBonsANDc  ftories  coud  I  mo  rehcrcc 
Of  olde  poetis  touchifi?  this  matere. 
How  that  Cupide  the  hertis  gan  fo  perce 
Of  his  fervanntis,  fettyng  'hem  in  fere. 
Lo  here  the  fine  of  th*  erronr  and  the  fere, 
Lo  here  of  love  the  guerdone  and  grevaunce. 
That  er  what  wo  her  fervauntes  do  avaunce  \ 

"WTierfore  now  plainly  I  woll  my  fUle  drcfie 
Of  one  to  fpcke  at  nede  that  wnll  not  faile ; 
Alas !  for  dole  1  ne  can  ne  maie*  exprefle 
Hfer  paflyng  prife,  and  that  is  no  mervaile. 
O  winde  of  grace  !  now  blowe  unto  m;^  lailei 
O  auriate  licour  of  Clio  !  to  write 
M/  pcnne  eofpire  of  that  I  woU  endite* 
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Alas!  unworthie  lam  and  unable 
To  love  foche  one,  all  women  fnrmoontyng. 
But  ihe  be  bentgne  to  me  and  merciable. 
That  is  of  pitte  the  welle  and  the  fpryng; 
Whcrfore  of  her  in  laude  and  in  praifyng, 
So  as  I  can,  fupportid  by  her  grace, 
Right  thus  I  faie,  knelyng  before  her  face : 

O  ftere  of  ftcrris,  with  thy  ilremis  clere, 
Sterre  of  the  fe,  to  (hipmen  light  and  gide ! 
0  hrfHe  liryng,  mofte  plcfaunt  to"  appere, 
Whofe  bright  bemis  the  tloadis  maie  not  hide! 
O  waie  of  Ufc  <o  *hem  that  go  or  ride. 
Haven  aftir  tempefi,  fiirift  up  to  rive. 
On  me  have  mercic  for  thy  joyis  five ! 

O  rightfiiU  mle !  o  bote  of  hoUnefle ! 
And  lightfome  line  of  pitie  for  to  plain, 
€>riginall  of  grace  and  all  godenelle. 
And  cleneft  condud  of  vertue  moCte  foverain  I 
Mothir  of  mercie*,  oor  trouble  to  re(irain, 
Chambir  and  clofit  cleneft  of  chaftitie. 
And  namid  herbrongh  of  the  deitie ! 

O  clofit,  gardin,  roidt  of  wedif  wicke, 
Criftallin  wclle,  of  clcrcscfie  derc  configned, 
Frudi^ed  olive  of  foiles  faire  and  thicke,      . 
And  rtdo*Ient  ccdre  moft  dcre  worthy  digned  I 
Remember  on  finnirs  that  to  the  be*  afiiaed 
Or  wickid  fendis  ther  wrathe  on  'hem  virreche  ; 
Lanteme  of  light  1  thou  art  ther  livls  Icche.  , 

Paradife  of  plcfaunce,  gladfome  to  all  godc, 
O  benigne  brauachilet  ofthc  pine  tre, 
Vinarie  envcrmailcd,  re&e(hir  of  bode, 
Licour  ayen  langour  that  palled  maie  not  be, 
Blisful  blomie  blolhie,  bidyng  in  bounie! 
Thy  mantell  of  mercie  on  our  mUerie  fprcde. 
And  er  we*  awaie  wrappe  us  undir  thy  wede* 

O  rodie  rofier,  flouring  without  ^ine, 
Fountain  filthleffe,  as  binll  currant  clere  ! 
Sum  drop  of  graceful!  dewe  to  us  propine ; 
Ught  without  oebule  fliinyng  in  thy  ^here, 
TAedicine  to  mifcheves,  pucell  without  perc ! 
Flambe  doun  the  full  light  of  thin  influence, 
Remembring  thy  fervantes  for  thy  maenificcnoc. 

Of  all  Chriftin  protedrice  and  tutck, 
Retoume  of  exiled  put  in  the  profcripdon. 
To  *hera  that  errcn  in  the*  pathe  of  tlier  fc^uclc. 
To  werie  forwandrid  tent  and  pavilioo. 
To  faint  and  to  freflie  the  paulacion. 
To  mireftie  bothe  reft  and  remedie, 
FrudlfuU  to  all  tho  thae  in  her  afiie : 

To  *hem  that  rennin  thou  art  itincrarie, 
O  blisfuU  bravie  to  knightes  of  thy  werrei 
To  werie  werkracn  (he  *is  dioume  denaric, 
Mede  unto  mariners  that  have  failed  ferrc, 
Laureate  corounc  ftremyng  as  a  fterrc. 
To  *hcm  putm  palaftre  for  thy  lake 
Tours  of  ther  conqueft  white  as  any  lake. 

O  mirthe  of  martyrs  I  fwetir  than  Utole, 
Of  ffonfeflbura  aUb  riche  donatUc, 
Unto  virgines  etorndU  lauriole, 
*Fore  all  woman  havyng  prerogatife, 
Mothir  and  maide,  bptoe  widowe  and  eke  wiicl 
Of  all  the  WQildc  is  none  but  thou  alone, 
NoVr  fith  thou  maie  beiu^s^  to  my  mooc, 


Tmftie  turtle,  tmefaftift  of  all  true, 
Curteife  columbe,  replete  of  all  mekeoefle, 
O  nightingale  with  thy  notis  newe ! 
O  popinjaie  !  purid  with  all  dennefle, 
O  taveroke  of  love !  fingyng  vrith  fwetneilc, 
Phoebus  waityng  till  on  thy  breft  he  light, 
Undir  thy  vring  at  domifdaic  us  digfat. 

O  rubie  !  rubified  in  the  paflion 
Of  thy  fonne,  us  ha^w  emongis  in  mindr, 
O  ftedfaft  diametre  of  duracioun ! 
That  fewc  ferit  a«y  time  might  tboQ  finde. 
For  none  to  hym  was  feundm  h^e  ft  kinde; 
O  bardie  heru !  o  lovyog  creitarc ! 
What  was  *it  but  love  that  made  the  fo  endure  ? 

Semely  faphre,  depe  loupe,  and  blewe  cwa^ ! 
Stable  as  the  loupe  ewage  of  pitie. 
This  is  to  faie,  the  frefliift  of  vifage. 
Thou  loveft  unchaungid  *hem  that  iervxn  the. 
And  if  cfffence  or  varying  in  *hem  be 
Thou  art  aie  rcdie  on  ther  wo  to  rue. 
And  *hem  recevift  aye  with  herte  full  true. 

O  godelie  gladdid !  when  that  Gabriel 
With  joy  the  grette,  that  maie  not  be  nombrid. 
Or  haUe  the  blure  who  coud  ywrite  or  tell 
When  the*  Holy  Ghofte  to  the  was  obumbrid, 
Wherthroughfendes  were  bittirly  encombrid  I 
O  wemlefle  maide !  embeliflied  in  his  birthe. 
That  man  and  angill  therof  haddin  mirthr. 

Lo  here  the  bldme  and  the  budde  of  gk>rie. 
Of  whiche  the  prophet  io  long  fpake  bcfbnxl 
Lo  here  the  lame  that  was  in  memotie 
Of  ££ue,  to  long  or  flie  was  ybotne ! 
Lo  here  of  Oavid  the  delicious  come ! 
La  here  the  grounde  of  life  in  to  bilde, 
Becomyng  man  our  ranfome  for  to  yilde ! 

O  glorious  voile,  rite  inriolatc ! 
O  fiff^  Titan !  perfyng  with  thy  hemes, 
Whofe  vertuous  brightnes  was  in  brcft  vipbcat. 
That  al  the  iforld  embeliflied  with  the  Icmes, 
Confervatrice  of  kioges,  dokes,  and  relmei. 
Of  Jefi*e  his  fede  the  fwete  Sunamite, 
Mefure  my  mourning  mine  own  Margaritft ! 

0  foverainift  yfought  out  of  Syon  ! 
Cockle  with  golde-dewe  from  above  hrrainui, 
Dewe-buihe  unbrent,  firdefie  fire  fet  on, 
Flambing  with  fervence,  not  with  hetKpi^l^d» 
Duryng  doifie  that  no  wethir  ftainid, 

Fleoe  undefooled  of  gentilift  Gidioo^ 
And  fruidlfiyng  fairift  yerde  of  AaroD  I 

The  mightie  arche,  the  probatifc  piia»e» 
tAughyng  Aurora,  and  of  pcce  olive, 
CoHunpne  and  bafe,  up  beryng  from  abime. 
Why  n*ere  I  connyng  here  for  to  difcrivci 
Chofin  of  Jofcph,  whom  he  tokc  to  wive, 
Unknowyng  hym  childyng  by  mindc. 
And  of  our  manly  figure  the  tabemafcio ! 

1  have  none  Engine  convenient  aad  dag^e, 
Myne  herte's  hele  lady !  the  wilii  to  hoaour^ 
Ivorie  clene !  therefore  I  woll  refigne 

Into  thjne  hande  t^ll  that  thou  lift  fjiccovr. 
To  hclpe  my  makyng  both  fioriflie  and  floor. 
Then  ihould  1  fliewe  in  love  how  that  I  bceode^ 
In  fongis  makyng  thy  name  to  coamcMdCv 


-CERTA-INE  BALADES^   &?i 


,i7l 


V6t  \\  I  tftttJ  tjefore  'tliyne  excenence. 
feysi-ijin  in  love  \  wooMin  what  )  felc^ 
Audi  ivit  ftandin,  \7uivt\  I  in  tby  prefence, 
To  Ihewe  hi  opin  how  I  love  you  wele, 
And  ilth  aStholigh  your  heart  be  maiie  of  iUle 
To  ydu  withoutin  any  difceT^eraiuice 

y"*rj(  €m  *9»i$s  tovte  m»jiuHtf. 

Where fnij:ht  I  love  evir  bcttir  bdet 
Then  in  this  liilc  likyng  to  beholde, 
Tliat  laccof  iovc,  the  bonde  to  'vi<\\  thou  iuit, 
*i  hut  I  inaic  fe  the  or  myfie  htrt$  cplde, 
And  or  I  pafTe  btit  of  my  dayis  olde, 
Tciore  fyng^'ng  cvlfrrtotc  utlirly. 
Your  cyin  two  wOU  lie  me  fodainly. 

For  love  i  hngour,  bliflcd  be  loch  ficltncfle ! 
Sith  it  *iR  for  you,  my  herctcly  fnffifaunce, 
1  can  not  ellis  faie  in  rhy  diftrciffc, 
.So  faire  ont  hath  myne  hert  in  govlmatincc. 
And  aftir  I  begin  on  cfperaunce, 
With  fcblc  entunc.  thou^^h  it  thine  her:  pcrce,  » 
Yet  for  thy  fukc  this  Icucr  I  rcherTc:. 
'    God  woie  on  murikc  !  can  'not,  but  t  gcflc  |, 
Alas  why  fo!  tha^  1  ml^ht  Lie  or  fyBg» 
.So  love  1  you,  my  own  iovcralnc  maiilrcflc, 
And  cvlf  fnall  Vk  ithoutin  dcpanyng, 
Mnour  of  beautic,  for  y<)l^  out  Aiould  I  ring, 
In  remembiauncc  ckc  oi  your  cyiu  ticre. 
Thus  ferrc  from  you  my  fovcraio  ladic  derc  ! 

So  woulJin  God  your  love  would  me  yflo, 
Sith  f(.*r  your  fake  I  finglo  daie  by  dale;  : 

f  J  hert^  !  why  ne  nilt  thou  brekc  a  two, 
bith  with  ivy  iadic  d veltin  I  ne  male  ? 
Thu«  many*  a  roundel!,  many  a  ¥irclaiei 
In  freihe  Eng^&e,  when  I  me  lei(ir  findC9 
T  doe  records,  on  you  to  havin  myf  de. 
Now,  laiic  mine!  fith  I  you  lote  ahd  dredc. 
And  you'  uochaunged  ever  finde  in  o  degre, 
Whofc  grace  ne  male  flic  fro  your  womauhc^e, 
Dlfdainith  hot  for  to  remembrt:'  on  fne, 
Myne  heftfc  blcdith  for  I  male  not  you  ftr; 
And  fith  yJ5  wotte  my  menyng  dcfirous 
Pleurtt  pour  moj  s  *il  v*«j  j^^ffi  arnflrenit.  ' 

What  marvaile  is  though  I  in  pain  ybe  ? 
r  am  det>artld  from  yon  my  fovdraiif ; 
Fortune  tila%!  diml  nUnt  U  dtfMi^ 
That  in  no  wife  I  can  ne  maie  attain 
To  fe  the  bcajitic  of  your  cyin  twain, 
Wherefore  I  faie,  for  trifterfe  docth  me  granic. 
Taut  mefatt  mai  defiartlr  tU  ma  diimt^ 

Why  n*erc  my  wliSng  brought  to  focHe  efploji 
That  f  might  faie  for  joyc  of  your  prcfcDCc 
Or  amon  utur  u  qui  voylUU  i 

Or  tfOTMr  ^tf/M- r  the  loghcfl  excellence 
That  er  had  wight^  and  Hih  mine  adverteoce 
Ta  in  you  rewith  on  my  palim  fmerte, 
1  am  fo  foro  ywoundia  to  the  herte. 

To*  live  well  merie  two  lovers  were  ifcfc, 
So  tnaje  I  iaic  withoutib  any  blame, 
And  if  that  any  man  to  w'ilde  were 
I  could  hym  tecbin  for  to  t)c  full  tame, 
I'Ct  h}m  go  love  and  fe  where  it  bi:  gumci 
For  I  am  brsdlid  unto  foSirbeile 
For  her  that  is  of  women  chief,  prin^cffc.  t 

fiut  cvir  when  thought  my  hert  rfiul  J  cnbrace. 
Then  unto  n.c  it  ie  befi  rcmt  Sii 

Vox    I.  ' 


When  \  iokc  an  your  godely  frefii^  £ace,    •    . 

So  mirie  a  mirronr  coud  I  iter  eijf&c, 

And  if  I  coud  1  would  it  magtii£e,  • 

For  ncvirnone  ywasfo  faire  yibiuide,   . 

To  reken  *hem  all,  and  alfo  Rofamounde.    .       / 

And  finally)  with  raouthe  aad  will  pceiiBiit^ 
Of  double  eye  withoutia  repfatautice. 
Mine  hert  1  ycvc  youi'ladie*,  in  thia  intent. 
That  yt  fhall  thercdf  have,  the  gevinMttndCy 
Taking  my  levt  with'  hcrt*it  ubcifasiiiCe^ 
{Saive  jRegMa)  f^i^^yng  laH  of  itU 
'i'o  be  our  help,  whin  that  wc  ta  the  cilJ. 

All  our  love  1:1  noijL^Tjt  tU  biit  i^neift. 
Save  youi'Iove  jIuoc,  v^ha  isii^tn  ihertu*  au^jfi^ 
Whofo  wbll  hVvc.  a  n:imc  uf  ger-liKcire 
I  counfailc  hym  ;jt  love  t hit  he  Lot  fam  1^^**    *  ' 
Thou  fwete  ladi.c  !  rtfutc  in  tvcty  pain, 
V^hofc  nicrcic  mode  nntt^  uic  aifaiKth, 
To  gie  by  grace  wl;ci*  tliat  Fortij*'»c  riHlLa*        * 

Nought  maie  be  told,  withoutin  any  fable^ 
Your  iiigh  renome^  you  woinaoly  bcautc> 
Your  gbvirnaunce,  to  all  W4iffliii>  able, 
Putt^th  every  herte  in  efc  in  hi*  dc;grc  ; 

0  violet  I  o  flow  Ir  defilt! 
Sithin  1  am  for  yov  fo  ameroi^ 
£/lr^jrtn'j.m(^d4iaurjay<ux,  . 

Witb  fervent  hcf t  m.y  brcfl  hath  broft  on  fire^ 
7/  ardamt  fjp^r  4h  ami  tour  point  eft  mort^ 
/>*  avoir  V  amour  Je  ulle  gueje  dejircy  . 

1  menr  you  fwcte  moOe  pleCiunt  of  portc, 
Etjefcay  iUn  que  ce  n^i  pas  mok  forty 
That  for  you  fyng  fo  ,ai  1  maie  for  mood; 
for  your  fJcpartyng  aloue  niye  alone,    .       . 

1  hough  that  1  might  I  Would  none,  otbir  cncft/ 
tn  your  (trvlce  I  would  bcriiouodin  iadde, 
Therefore  I  love  no  laoour  tliai  ye  Ufe, 
When  that  in  longyng  for/ft^yc  be  4<^di|e; 
I^oke  up  you  loviris  and  be  r/gbt  gladdi. 
Now  ayenid  Saind  Valcntin*is  daie^ 
For  I  have  Litclc  that  ncr  forsake  1  maici 


RLuk  de  6oH  cOMjaii.        . 

If  it  befall  thiit  Hd^  kht  lid  tifite 

W.ih  a^y-totYttient  <^  kdterfitfc 

Thanke  firftothe  L*'de,  anil  tho  thy  fclf^  t6  ^iU 

Upon  fufFdrauiice  aud  httmiliU  ; 

Foundc  thou^ihy  ^aaril^  .what  ei:  that  It  be» 

Mal^. ^ydf^ciu^^i joid.tjpou  (bait haire, no  Io&, 

The  remooibf  atioc«  of  QlwifL  and  of  his  crdSd 


SdMTritt  the  v^orJd  fo  (ledfjcft  tra*  and  dlfbltf/ 
That  irtinn^*<  >^ofde  wafis  an  dbligacioun, 
Arkt  how  it  ts  fo  fallb  and  difibeVKbU; 
That  word^«iid  dcd6,a8  ib  conclufilH^d, 
Is  nothyag  like,  for  toiurned  i&  up  ib  d^m 
All  thd  worlde,  tfiorobgbt  xriedk  sind  fikitntfl^. 
That  all  islofto  FbiOackeof  aedf&ftneile; 
.  What  miketh  the!  woride  to  be  ^-ftaoabli 
But  Itift  that  meft hsf e  in  difce^tfion ^    .    ..  .  •  ^ 
For  etnong  us  a  nuth  Is  hnlde  unabi«  .   )  ^ 

Bur  If  he  ^n  by  feme  colhtfioa 
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Doc  hit  nafghbonr  wrong  an  opprefiiott ; 
What  caufi^  tkU  but  wilful  wretchidncfle  ? 
That  all  is  loAe  for  lacke  of  ftcdfaftaefle. 

Trouthe  it  putdoope,  refoii  is  bolde  tMt, 
Vertuc  hath  now  iio<iominacion, 
Pltie  'i»«aled,  no  man^  merciable. 
Through  covetife  it  blenre  difcrecion ; 
The  wtirlds  hath  made  a  permutacion 
Fro  right;  ta  wrong,  fro  trouthe  to  fikilnefle, . 
That  all  id  Me  for  lack  of  ftfedfaftDeiTe. 

PrincJc,  aye  defire  to  be  honourable, 
Cheri/he  thy  folke,  and  hate  extorcion  ; 
2>taffre  nothyng  that  niaie  be  rcprovablc 
To  thine  eftate  docn  in  thy  region ; 
Shcwe  fdrthc  the  yerde  of  caftigacion ; 
2>rede  God,  do  law,  love  treuth  and  worthinei. 
And  wedde  thy  folke  ayen  to  ftedfafincile. 


Plauaift  to  Fortfitu, 

Tnit  wretched  wdrid'is  tranfmotacion. 

At  wele  and.  wo,  nowe  pore  and  now  hononr, 

'Without  ordtr  or  due  difcrecion, 

Goyimid  is  by  fortun'ls  errour,   - 

But  nath^leilc  the  lacke  of  her  fttyour 

Ne  mate  not  doe  me  fyng  though  that  I  die, 

y*fy  tmUberitt  mon  tempi  et  mm  laheur^ 

For  finaUy  fortune  I  dot  defie. 

Vet  it  me  left  dib  iight  of  my  refoun 
To  knowin  frcnde  fro  foe  in  thy  mirrour, 
So  moche  hath  yet  thy  tnurning  up  and  doun 
Itaughtin  me  to  knowin  in  an  hour, 
Bnt  truBy  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
To  hym  that  ovir  hymfdf  hath  malllrie ; 
My  fuffifaunce  yihal  be  my  fuccour, 
For  finally  fortune  f  do  defie. 

O  Socrates !  thou  ftedfad  champion. 
She  ne  might  nevir  be  thy  turmeutour. 
Thou  nevir  dreddift  her  opprei&on, 
Nc  in  her  chere  foundin  thou  no  favour ; 
Thou  knewe  wcle  the  difceipt  of  her  colour,    - 
And  that  her  mode  worihip  it  for  to  Uc  ; 
1  koowe  her  eke  a  falk  diifimolour. 
For  finally  fortune  1  do  defie. 

*Tbe  anftvere  of  Forhan, 
No  man  it  wretchid  but  hymfell  it  wene ; 
He  that  yha^  hymfelf  hath  faffiTaunce, 
Why  faieft  thou  then  I  am  to  the  fo  kene 
That  haft  thy  fclf  out  of  my  govirnaunce  ? 
Sale  thut,  grannt  mercie  df '  thin  habundaJU(M:«, 
That  thou  haft  lent  or  this,  tho«  ihalt  not  ikrlve ; 
What  woft  thou  yet  how  I  the  woU  avauncc  i 
And  eke  thMi  haft  thy  beil^  frende  alive. 

f  have  the  taught  divifion  betwcne 
Frcnde  of  eSeAc  and  frende  of  countinaunce. 
The  nedlth  Dt  the  gaUd  of  an  hine. 
That  curith  cyinderke  for  ther  peniimce,  . 
Xow  fecft  tho«  dere  that  wer.ia  ignoraunce ; 
'Yet  holt  thine  anker,  and  thou  maicA  arive 
There  Bountie  beceth  the  key  ot  my  fubftaonce, 
And  ckc  thouhaftc  thy  b(ftc  freodc  olive. 


BALAt)£«,    &€. 

How  many  ham  I  refdftd  to  (uficnt 
Sith  I  have  the  foftrid  in  thy  pkfrunee ! 
Wolt  thou  then  make  a  ftatnte  on  thy  qOCM, 
That  I  (hall  be  aie  at  thine  ordinannoe  ? 
Thou  bom  art  in  my  reign  of  variannce ; 
About  the  whele  with  othir  muft  thoa  4liive ; 
My  lore  is  bet,  then  wicke  it  thy  grcvanoce. 
And  eke  thou  haft  thy  beftd  frende  alive. 

The  mnfwtn  /a  Fortmme* 
Thy  lore  1  dampoe,  it  is  adverfitie; 
My  frend  maift  thou  not  revin,  blind  goddefle  \ 
That  I  thy  frendit  knowe  I  thanke  it  the  ; 
Take  *hem  agam,  let  'hem  go  lie  a  prefle; 
The  ttinrdit  in  kepyng  ther  richefle 
Pronoftike  is  thou  wolt  ther  tottre  afiaile  ( 
Wicke  appetite  cometh  aie  before  ficiencfle  ; 
In  genenll  thit  rule  ne  maie  not  laile. 

Fortwme, 
Thou  pincheft  at  my  mutabiUtie, 
For  1  the  lent  a  droppe  of  nay  richefle. 
Ami  now  me  likith  to  withorawin  me 
Why  (houldift  thou  my  roiahe  oppiefle  ? 
The  fe  maie  ebbe  and  fiowin  more  and  leiTe, 
7*he  welkin  harh  might  to  fhine,  rain,  and  haile, 
Right  fo  muft  I  kithm  my  brotilnelfe; 
In  gcnerall  this  rule  ne  maie  nut  faile. 

TUFUimi^, 
Lo !  the'  eaecucion  of  thy  majeftk 
That  all  purvcighith  of  hit  rigfatwifenele. 
That  fam^  thyng  Fortune  yclepin  ye. 
Ye  bUnd^  beftit,  fuU  of  lendeneft ! 
The  hevin  hath  nropirtie  of  fikimefi^ 
This  worlds  hath  eYh*  reftleife  timvaik^ 
The  laft  dale  is  the  ende  of  myne  entrefe; 
In  generall  thit  rule  ne  maie  not  fittle. 

Ti'  eitvoje  »/  Fortime, 
Princes,  I  praie  you  of  your  gentilnc&. 
Let  not  this  man  and  me  thus  crie  and  plain. 
And  1  flull  quitin  you  this  bufinelTe  ; 
And  if  ye  lifte  relcve  hym  of  his  pain 
Praie  ye  hit  heft  frende  of  his  noblenefle 
That  to  fome  bettir  ftatt  he  maie  attain. 

To  brokin  ben  the  ftatutes  hie  in  hevm 
That  create  were  eternally  t*  endure, 
Sith  that  I  fe  the  brighte  goddit  feven 
Mowe  wepe  and  waile  and  palfion  endure. 
As  male  in  yerth  a  moi  tall  creature ; 
Alas !  fro  whenis  maie  this  thing  procede. 
Of  which  rrrour  1  die  alinofte  fir  drcde? 

By  \vor<is  eterne  whiiom  was  it  yfhapc 
Til  at  fro  thr  fifth  circle  in  no  mantre 
Nc  might  of  tcris  nothing  dounr  eirape, 
But  now  fo  wepith  Venus  in  her  fphcrc 
That  with  her  teris  ihe  wo!l  drench  us  here  : 
AUi,  Scogan  '  this  is  for  thine  offence ; 
Tliou  caufift  this  <5clug:e  of  pcfti!ence. 

Haft  rhon  ttot  faied  in  blarphemc  of  the  goddi»» 
Through  pride  or  thorough  thy  grct  rcldtees 

ISoche  thingtt  as  in  the  law  of  love  forbodc  i»» 
That  for  thy  Ldie  lawe  not  ihy  diftrvfle 
Therefore  thou  yavc  her  up  at  Mighclincffe  * 
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AIm,  Scogan !  oiMi  ftOce  ae yong 
\Va«  nevir  erft  Stogan  Warned  lor  hit  tong. 

Thou  drewc  in  uctne  CupMle  eke  to  record* 
Of  thilk^  rebdl  worde  tliat  thou  haft  fpokto« 
For  whiche  he  woU  no  kngir  he  thy  lorde ; 
And,  Scogan,  thiMigh  his  bowe  he  not  ybroken 
He  woU  not  with  ll^  arowcs  he  iwrokcn 
Co  thee  ne  me,  ne  none  of  oar  figure ; 
We  ihall  of  bytai  have  neither  hurte  ne  cure. 

Now  certit,  firende*  1  drede  of  thine  unhappe, 
Left  for  thy  gike  the  wreche  of  love  proc^e 
On  all  'hem  thit  ben  hore  and  round  of  ihap« 
That  be  fo  Uk«ly  ldh«  for  <o  ipede^ 
Then  we  ihall  of  ear  labour  have  our  mede ; 
But  well  1  wot  thou  wolt  anfwcre  and  Cue, 
hoi  oldd  Grifill  Hft  to reone  and  plaie. 

Nate,  Scogan,  fiue  not  fo*  for  1  me*  cicule, 
God  hebe  me  fob  in  oo  rime  doutilca, 
Ne  thinke  1  nevir  of  flepe  wake  my  ttufo. 
That  raftitfa  in  my  flieth  ftill  and  in pefe; 
WhUe  1  was  yoog  I  pot  her  forthe  in  prefo. 
But  al  ihall  paflra  that  nCn  profe  or  rime. 
That  erery  man  hit  tonme  at  for  hit  tyme. 

Scogan,  thou  knelift  at  the  trem*tt  hedde 
Of  grace,  of  honour,  and  of  worthineffe. 
In  vbc  ende  of  whiche  1  am  dull  at  dcdde, 
Foirgotten  in  foltiarie  wildimeffe  $ 
Tet,  Scogan,  thinke  on  Tulhut  kiifdeneire, 
Mynd  t^  firendi  there  it  maie  frudifie ; 
Farwell,  and  loke  than  ner  eft  Iotq  defle. 


G«  forthe,  kyag,  and  mle  the  by  ftpicnce ; 
Biihoppe,  he  able  to  minifter  dodrine ; 
Lorde,  to  true  couniidle  yeve  thou  audience; 
Womanhode,  to  chaftitie  er  encline ; 
Knight,  let  thy  dedit  woHhlp  determine ; 
Be  rightout,  judge,  in  iavyng  of  thy  name ; 
Rich,do  almofe,  leil  thou  lefo  blHTe  widi  ihame ; 

Peple,  obei  your  kyng  and  eke  the  lawe ; 
Age,  be  rulid  by  gode  religion ; 
True  ferraunt,  be  dredfnll,  kepe  the*  undec  awe ; 
And  thou,  poyir,  fie  on  prefumdon; 
Inobcdience  to  youth  is  uttir  defirucdon : 
Remcmbir  you  how  God  hath  fet  you,  lo  ! 
And  doe  your  parte  at  ye  be  ordained  to. 


CbauttrU  bis  atptU  pmr/u 

To  you  my  purfe,  and  to  none  othir  wight, 
CooaplaiA  I,  for  ye  be  my  ladie  dere ; 
I  am  forie  now  that  ye  be  fo  light. 
Fit  certit  ye  now  make  mc  her ie  chere ; 
Me  were  at  lefe  be  laide  upon  a  bere, 
For  whiche  unto  your  nlercy  thus' I  crie, 
Be  hcry  againe,  or  els  mote  Idie. 

N^w  Toochiiifin  thit  day  or  it  be  night 
That  1  of  you  the  bheful  fowue  may  here, 
Or  fc  your  colour  lykjthe  fonndhrtghe, 
Thau  of  yelownefle  ne  had  nerir  pcre; 
Ye  be  my  lifo,  ye  be  my  hert'it  itere; 
Qucnc  of  comfort  a^d  of  gode  companye* 
Be  bevy  againe,  or  eltmote  I  die 


Nowe  purfo,  that  artt^me  my  livSt  light. 
And  iayvour,  at  downe  in^thit  worlde  here. 
Cute  of  thit  town^  helpe  me  by  your  might| 
Sithin  that  you  wol  not  be  my  treiburc^ 
For  1  am  ilba^  at  nighe  at  any  frere. 
But  1  prayin  unto  your  curtifye 
Be  hevy  againe,  or  elt  mou  1  die. 


O  Caki^ronr  of  Brut*it  Albion ! 
Whiche  that  by  lyne  and  fre  eleccion 
J^n  Tcry  kingc,  thit  unto  you  I  iende* 
And  ye  whiche  that  may  d  harmit  ainende 
Have  minde  upoa  my  foppUcadoo. 


Tbb  firild  ilocke,  father  of  gentilnet. 

What  man  deiiriih  gentill  for  to  be, 

Muft  folowe'  his  trace,  and  all  hit  wittit  dica 

Vertue  to  love  and  vicit  for  to  fle. 

For  unto  vertue  loogith  dignite. 

And  not  the  revert,  fafly  dare  I  deme, 

Al  were  he  mitir,  crowne,  or  diademe. 

Thit  fir  fti  ftocke  wat  full  of  rigbtwiihet, 
Trewe  of  hit  worde,  fobtr,  pitout,.  JUid  fiei 
Clene  of  hit  gofte,  and  lovid  befiaeflTe, 
Againft  the  vice  of  flouth  in  hooefte. 
And  but  hit  eyre  love  vertue  at  did  he 
He  it  not  gentyl  though  he  nche  feme, 
Al  were  he  mitir,  crowns ,  or  diademe. 

Vied  may  wel  be  eyre  to  olde  ICicheife, 
But  ther  may  no  man,  at  men  may  well  fog 
Byquethe  his  eire  hit  Tcrtuous  nohleile. 
That  it  appropried  unto  no  dq^e 
But  to  the  firft  fathir  in  majefte, 
That  makich  hit  eyre  htm  that  can  him 
Al  were  he  mitir,  crowne,  or  diadcmc^ 


A  fnmtrhe  tiz^y^  €9t0iifi  aai  mtffig0kg« 

What  ihal  thet  dothet  thot  noanifelde 
Lo,  thit  hote  fomirt  daye ! 
Aftir  grete  hetd  comith  colde; 
Mo  man  cade  hsa  pilche  awaye. 

Of  al  this  world  the  Urge  compaflo 
Wil  not  in  myne  armet  twcinei  .>••' 

Who  fo  mrkil  wol  enbrace  t  j 

Lite  therof  ihaU  diftrcine. 


A  Af/flrfr  vohitht  f?[^infiw"  tMidt  tf^w^  avMl 

MAnAMt,7eha^  for  your  newfanglenelb 
Many  a  ii^vaunt  put  out  of  your  grace  \ 
I  uke  my  ICre  of  your  unftedfaftnefle. 
For  wdl  I  wote  while  ye  to  Hvd  have  ipace 
Ye  ca^  not  lave  f  ultbaUe  yetc  in  a  phct  \ 
Oo  ij 
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To  ne^dthingcs  yoof  Ittfte  is  cvcrckcnc; 
In  ftedc  of  BItcw  thiw  may  ye  wtre  al  grcnc. 

Rygfit  as  a  mirotrr  that  nothing  may*  cnprefTc 
Bat  li^tU  as  it  cometh  fo  mote  it  pafle, 
So  fareth  your  love,  yoTir  worltitf  bereth' witnei ; 
1  her  is  no  fiaithd  may  yotirc  hcrte  et)brace» 
But  as  awedircock,  tiiat  tmneth  his  foce 
W'th  every  winde,  ye  fare,  and  that  is  fcne ; 
In  fled  of  blew  thus  may  ye  were  al  grene. 

Ye  might  ht  Ihrtned  ftM'  your  brotilnefle 
Better  than  Dalila,  Crefleide,  or  Candace, 
For  evir  in  chaunging  ftondeth  your  iikimefle. 
That  tache  may  no  wight  frenryour  heart  arace; 
If  ye  lofc  one  ye  can  wet  tweitie'parchace, 
Al  light  for  fomar,  ye"  wot  wel  what  I  mene ; 
lo  {ledc  of  blewe  thus  may  ye  were  al  greiie« 


Jftrtfihwdbaial^t  n4ncht€bmicer  made  ht  theprmifi 
or  rather  ^rei/e  rf^^ommfit  ther  dtubUna, 

This  world  is  full  orvwianncc 

In  cvcrye  thinge,  who  takith  hede. 

That  Bithe  and  tmfte,  and  sH  conftaunce, 

Exilid  ben,  this  is  no  drede, 

And  fare  only  in  womanhed^ 

I  can  yfe  n<y  fikimes ; 

But  for  all  that  yet,  as  I  rede. 

Beware  alwaye  of  doublenes. 

Al  ib  thtt  the  freihe  fomir  flonm, 
The  white  and  rede,  the  blewe  and  grene, 
Ben  fcdenly  with  windr  (hours 
Made  feinte  and  fad^,  withontin  weaev 
That  tmft  is  none,  as  ye  may  fene. 
In  no  thing,  nor  no  fted^ftnet. 
Except  in  women,  thus  1  mene; 
Yet  aye -beware  of  douWcnes. 

The  crokid  mone,  this  is  no  tale. 
Some  while  iihene  andltnght  of  hewe. 
And  af^ir  that  ful  derke  and  pale. 
And  every  mcnith  chaungith  ncwe. 
That  who  the  vcray  fwhi  knew 
Al  thinge  is  bilt  on  brotlenes, 
Save  that  women  ah^raye  be  trcwe  ; 
Yet  aye  bcwvt  bf  dotibleoet^ 

The  lufty  freihe  fommtrs  daye,. 
And  Pheebili  with  his  bemis  clere, 
Towardis  nlgh^  they  drawe  awayc, 
And  non  letigir  lift  to  appere, 
'i  hac  in  this  prefente  lific  now  here 
Kothinge  abiotk  in  his  fairenes, 
liave  women  aye  be  found  iotere. 
And  devoid  of  alle  doablenesL 

The  fe  eke  with  his  (lern^  wawet 
Eche  daye  yfiowith  new  againe. 
And  by  the  concours  of  his  lawes 
I'hocibbo  yQowith  io  certeine ;     . 
i^ftir  grete  drought  there  cometh  a  raine; 
1'bat  urewel  here  al  ftabrlnes^ 
Save  thi^r^Hiometi  be  whole  and  plcke ; 
Yet  aff^vewarc  of  doubleneis. 

Forns^e's  whele  goith.  round  aboute 
A  thnufandtamls  caye  and  nighfe, 
XVi.ofe'cQyr&Ovdith  evir  in  dome 


For  to  tran(mew,  the  is  fo  lig^r 
For  whiche  advertith  in  yooriigiiC 
Th*  umruft  of  worldcly  fikilnes. 
Save  women,  whiche  of  kiodely  right 
Nc  hath  no  teche  of  doublenes. 

What  man  yroay  the  wind  refiieine. 
Or  holdin  a  ioakt  by  the  taile  ? 
Who  may  a  flipper  ele  conftrein^ 
That  it  will  voide  withontin  £a3e  I 
Or  who  can  drivin  fo  a  naile 
To  make  fiicpe  ncwfongilnes. 
Save  women,  that  can  gie  ther  (aife 
To  row  ther  bote  with  doublene&? 

At  every  haven  they  can  arive 
W  her  as  they  wote  it  gode  paffage  ; 
Of  innocence  they  can  not  ftrivc 
With  wawis,  nor  tio  rockis  rage; 
So  happy  is  ther  Udemanage 
With  ncdlt*  and  iiooe  ther  coiirs  to  drefft 
That  Salomon  wa^  sot  lb  lage 
To  find  in  them  no  dooldeocs : 

Therefore  who  fo  doth  them  accuie 
Of  any  double  entencioxt. 
To  fpckd  rowne,  otbir  to  mvie. 
To  pinch  at  ther  condlcion, 
All  is  but  faUe  coHuiion, 
I  dare  right  vrel  the  fothe  expreffe. 
They  have  no  bcttir  proee^ion. 
But  ihrottd  th«n  Undir  doubleac*. 

So  wel  fortumd  is  thfcr  cbannce* 
The  dice  to  tumin  uppe  fo  douoe. 
With  fife  and  fincke  they  can  avauocc» 
And  than  by  rcvolicioun 
They  fet  a  fel  conclufioun 
Of  lombis,  as  in  fothefaftncs. 
Though  clerkts  makin  roencioun 
Ther  kinde  is  fret  with  doublenes. 

Sampfon  yhad  experienee 
That  women  were  ful  trew  ifouad 
Whan  Dalila  of  innocence 
With  (heris  gan  his  here  to  round ;. 
To  fpeke  alio  of  Aofamoundc, 
And  Cleopatri*s  feithfulncs. 
The  fiories  plainly  wil  ponfouude 
Men  that  apcche  ther  doubkne*. 

Single  thinge  ne  is  i^t  ypraifed^ 
'  Nor  of  oldc  is  of  no  rcnoun, 
Tu  balauuce  whan  they  be  ypeifed. 
For  lackc  of  waighte  they  be  bore  doune. 
And  for  iliis  caulc  of  jnfte  rcfonn 
•  rhefc  women  al  of  rightwifenes 
,  Of  choice  and  fre  elei^itfun 
Moil  love  efchaonge  and  doobleoct. 

O  ye  women !  whiche  ben  eocKoed 
By  influence  of  y^tm  nature 
1*0  ben  as  pure'aa  goMe  yfiaed. 
And  in  your  troath  for  to  eodaro, 
Armith  yoiir  MIc  in  firong  armure. 
Led  men  aflaileyom-  fikirnea. 
Set  on  your  bred,  yotir  felf  to*  affiore^ 
A  migbtift  ihcbk  ci  d«ri|bleii«B» 


CEaTAIN 


nU  vwiifolowhige  wm  compiUd  iy  Ckautir^  aai  is 
caBeiibe  Ortfftrf Lovers, 

MovAL  If  I  ff  uiyTy  tude,who  lift  therbaUdesrewe, 

The  Craft  of  Ixnren  curioof  argmnentt. 

For  ibm  bin  h\St  and  fom  ben  fonndin  trewe. 

And  fom  bin  double  of  entend^efits  \ 

Thai  kmn  with  ther  moral  docnmenu 

And  elo'mient  lan^ge  can  examplifye 

The  Graft  of  Lo«e  wImc  it  ^  ^^^ 

Who  lift  unto  thift  balades  have  infpecctqii 
Thinke  that  La^h  lordftiipia  cxcdlcnte 
It  remedy  for  difefe  %nd  cocreccioa 
To  wofulbertft  and  body  inpotente, 
Soppofe  the  maker  that  he  be  negligente 
In  hit  comjnlittgt,  holde  hkn  excofiible, 
Becaale  hia  %i'rttca  be  (bry*  and  lamentable. 

Sorerain  bdy,  fufttonntiiw  your  nobles, 
^*  micnnate  }««iipre^and  daw  delicious  1 
My  truft,  oune  hehh,  my  cordial  ionndrelle, 

0  medi'dne  lanatiie  to  fores  langoVoos, 
Com£tftable  cretmre«f  lorirs  amo'rous  1 
O'cxceUenuherbir  of  lofdic  countinauoce ! 
Regifttr  my  lore  is  your  remembraunce. 

Certia»  Sir,  your  ypciated  elomence, 
So  gaye,  fo  lMhe»  and  eke  fo  talcatife, 
Jt  &th  tranlcende  the  wit  of  Dame  Prudence 
For  to  declare  tout  thought  or  to  difcrive, 
So  ^rionily  glad  langage  ye  contrive 
Of  your  conlieite,  your  thought,  and  your  entcme, 

1  wil  be  ware«  for  drede  or  I  be  ihent. 

O  robi^cunde  rofe,  and  white  as  the  lyly, 
Clari'fied  chriftal  of  worldly  portrait  urei 

0  coorfin  figure,  refpkndent  with  glory, 
Ceme  of  beaute' !  o  carbounck  (hloing  pure ! 
Your  fiurnes  excedeth  the  craft  of  Mature, 
Moft  womanli  your  loveli  coontinaunee, 
Ri^ifttr  my  love  in  your  remembraunce. 

What  availeth.  Sir,  your  procUaudon 
Of  mrioos  talking,  not  touching  fadnes^ 
It  IS  but  windc,  &tering  and  adulacion^ 
Imcfnrable  thought  of  worldly  wildnes, 
IVhiche  is  chief  caufc  of  goftly  feblencs ; 
Your  wil,  your  thought,  your  double  cntendement, 

1  wil  beware  of  drede  or  I  be  (bent. 

My  wittc,  my  thought,  and  mync  entenctoo, 
fs  lor  to  plefe  jou,  my  hdy  foveraine. 
And  for  your  fove  throw  many  a  region 
]  woold  be'  exiled,  fo  ye  wold  not  difdein 
To  hnre  pity  on  me  when  I  complcinc, 
la  wek  and  wo  toiuftre  perturbaunce, 
So  that  ye  wdl  have  me  in  remembraunce. 

What  is  your  wil  plainly  ye  doe  cxpreife 
That  maketh  this  curicus  foppHcacion ;     . 
ScycMi,  Sir,  on  hert^ly  tcndtrpefpe, 
JSeth  well  adviXied  of  vcii^e  dcledacion. 
At  beginning  think  on  the  terminacion; 
pa0e  not  your  boundcs,  be  not  to  negligente, 
^d  er  beware  for  dred  or  ye  be  flieute.  ^ 

Your  behaving,  bcaute,  and  coontinaunee, 

tlaketh  me  cnclineto  do  you  rcvt  rente, 
our  lovely  loking,  glorious  govirnaonce, 
QpfC^mah  my  fpiritcs,  my  wit,  and  prudence. 
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Some  drop  of  grace  of  your  magnificence 
Unto  your  iervaunt  ye  fliewe  atuodaunce« 
And  regifter  my  love  in  your  remembraunce. 

O  comberous  thought  of  manne*s  fragilitc  i 
O  fervente  wil  of  luftis  furious  I 
O  cruel  corage  caufmge  adverfite ! 
Of  women  corrupcion,  and  conuarioufe, 
Remembir  man  that  cbaunge  is  perilous, 
To  breke  the*  viiginite  of  virgines  ionocente,    . 
Whcrfore  beware  mankiode  or  thou  be  ihent. 

My  peine  is  prevy'  impoflible  to*  delcrnc. 
My  Umentabel  tbougbics  by  cafting  mourninge. 

0  general  juigc  Jefu4  fitting  fupeme, 
Graciouily  converte  the  love  of  my  fwete  thing; 
O*  amiable  lady,  gracious  and  bcnigne ! 

1  put  me  wholy  in  your  govimaunce, 
£xile  me  not  oat  of  your  remembraunce. 

Me  iemeth  by  langage  ve  be  fome  poteftate. 
Or  els  fom  curious  gu>&  difccvable ; 
What  is  your  name  mekely  t  make  regrate,   , 
Or  of  what  fdcnce  or  craft  commendable  I 
Vm  a  lady*  exceHente  and  honorable, 
fie  muft  be  gav  that  fliould  be  to  *min  entente, 
Wherfore  I  wil  be  ware  or  I  be  (hent. 

Lorde  God !  this  is  a  iharpe  examinacioll 
Of  her  that  is  moft  in  my  memorie. 
Unto  yoi^  lady'  I  make  certification, 
My  name*  is  Trew  Love,  of  carnal  dcfidery. 
Of  manne's  copnlacion  the  vcrye  exemplary. 
Which  am  one  of  your  fervauotcs  of  pleT^^uoce,  , 
I  muft  be  chefe  callld  to  remembraunce. 

1  have  fought  true  love  of  yeres  grct  jfroccs^ 
Yet  fond  I  nevir  love  but  for  a  fefon ; 
Some  men  be  diverfc,  know  no  gcntilnes. 
And  fomelickin  both  wifdome  and  rcTon; 
In  fom  men  is  truft,  in  Torn  men  i«  trcfon, 
Wheribre  1  wil  conclude  by  avyfcmenu, 
And  er  beware  for  drede  that  I  be  fiiente. 

The  retour  TuUius,  gay  of  eloquence. 
And  Ovide,  that  flieweth  Craft  of  Love  exprei, 
With  habundaunce  of  Salomon's  prudence, 


And  pnlcritude  of  Ablalon*s  faircnefle. 
And  I  wer  poffeft'd  with  Job's  grete  richeire. 
Manly*  aa^ampfone  my  perfonie  to  avjuoci. 
Yet  fliuld  l^ibmit  me*  in  your  remembrauoce. 

Mow  Sir,  y(  that  it  plefe  your  nobilneiS: 
To  gyve  advertence  to  my  queftion. 
What  things  it  the  piefore  of  fwetnelfe. 
And  moft  bittir  in  «nal  fuoceflion  ? 
Or  what  thing  gevith  man  occafion 
In  tender  age  to  be  ooncupifcent  ? 
Refolve  this  queftion  or  drede.  Sir,  ye*  be  (hent. 

My  foveraiffne  Mf\  Ovide  in  his  wriungc 
Saith  dcfire  ofworldly  concupifcence 
As  for  a  tinae  is  fwete  in  his  worchinge, 
And  in  his  ende  he  canfith  grete  offence ; 
Noiwithftandinge.my  lady  Dame  Prudence, 
Grene  ftowring  age  and  manly  cQuntinaonca 
Caufith  ladi<s  to  have*  it  in  remembraunce^ 

Your  godiely  anfwir,  fa  nouble*  in  fubftinnce. 
Wold  caufc  the  hert  of  womanhcdc  cooveru      » 
Umo  delyte  of  natural  pleiaunce ; 
But  of  «»e  thing  I  woldc  faine  be  r]y>erte. 
Why  mcnoe's  bngagc  trol  procure  and  tiaif- 
vaw  .      ...  * 

0  9lti 
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The  wil  of  women  and  virginet  innoctate, 
VTherfore  I  am  aferd  or  I  he  fhente. 

Let  nerir  the  loTe  of  true  lore  be  lofed. 
My  foreratue  lady,  in  no  mfoiir  wife ; 
In  your  con6dence  my  wordes  1  have  cIoTed, 
My*  amjable  lore  to  you  t  doe  promUe; 
So  that  ye  knit  the  knot  of  exercyre 
Both  locke  and  key  ye  have  in  goTirnaimce» 
£niprint  my  love  is  yoar  rememb^rannce. 

Of  very  truft  and  I  were  certified, 
'  The  plain  entencion  of  yonr  herte't  cordSal, 
fdR  Cuneth  in  blifie  than  wer^  I  glorified. 
Unto  your  plefure  I  would  be*  at  your  call 
But  er  1  fere  of  chauncis  cafual. 
Of  fraude,  dilceipte,  and  langmgc  infolent. 
Then  were  I  fure  maidtnhed  il^uld  be  (Kent. 

Ther  waa  ner  trefour"  of  terrefBal  richeffe. 
Nor  preciout  ftones  rekened  innumerabell. 
To  be  of  comparifon  to  your  high  godenet, 
Above  al  cretnret  to'  me  mof^  aml^le ; 
Truft  not  the  contrary*,  I  was  ner  difceyabel! ; 
Kepe  wel  true  love,  forge  no  diflemb^Iaunce^ ' 
And  gradoufly  take  me  to*  your  remembrauncc. 

Me  femeth  by  ^iture  of  manJy  propcrtc 
Ye  (huld  be  trufty*  and  trewc  of  comprimi»t 
I  finde  in  you  no  falie  doplicite, 
Wherfore,  True  Lore,  ye  have  my  hert  I  wi» 
And  ermore  ihal  endure,  fo  have  I  bli9. 
The  fede*rafy  made  with  gode  ayifement, 
God  graunt  grace  that  nomir  of  ut  be  fiient ! 

Whan  Phcebut  freihe  wet  in  his  chare  fplen- 
(lente. 
In  the  moneth  of  Maye,  eriy  in  a  mominge, 
I  herd  two  lovin  profir  this  argu*mcnte, 
In  theyere  of  our  Lorde  a  M.  by  rekening, 
CCCXL.  and  Vll.  yere  folowing. 
O  potent prtncefle  t  conferve  true  lovirsal, 
Gfaunt  them  thy  region  and  bli^fe  celeftial. 


Or  ther  nature  they  gretly  them  delit<f, 
With  holy  face  yftinid  for  the  nones, 
In  faintfrarie  ther  frendis  to  vifite. 
More  for  reliquisthan  forfaibtis  bones. 
Though  they  be  cbfid  undir  precious  ftooea, 
*Vo  gete  them  pardon,  lyke  ther  olde  uAtges, 
Tok  ifle  no  {brines  but  Infty  qtoike  images. 

Wham  maddens  ar  wedded  and  koufhold  |iaye 
uke  .    r. 

411  ther  humility*  is  esilcd  awaye. 
And  the*  cmil  hertfs  beginntth  to  awake. 
They  do*  al  the  bcfy  cure  they  can  or  may« 
To  vex  ther  houflioldes-maiftirs,  foth  to  fa/c, 
Whcrfore,  ye  yong  men,  I  rede  ytm  Ibrthy 
BcwaM  alwayc,  'The  hiittde  tUA  w^ny  a Jfyt. 

Of  this  matir  I  dwe  make  00  reUitioii, 
In  4efaute  of  flepe  my  fpirttea  wex  fdme. 
In  my  ftudJe  Thave  bad  long  faabitadon. 
My  body'  and  goft  are  grevovfly  attaint. 
And  th^ore  1  makd'no  lengir  compHtlnt ; 
Bnt  wfceihir  that  the  blind  ete  fieih  or  fiili 
I  pffiy  God  keye  the  fly  out  of  my  dUhc  | 
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Now*  I  make  an  esde,  and  laie  me  dooDc  cs 

For  I  knowe  Iq  ef]H;rksf^  vowente 
If  nuudinis  and  wivis  khewe  and  wilib 
Who  made  the  mittir  b^  ihou|4  jfifiof  bp  ih^lQU 
Wherefore  I  paie  that  God  om|Up9tp^ 
Hym  (avc  and  kenin  bothe  nifl^  ^pi  O^ie* 
Wiittin  in  the  Inmc  id^^^^»A^ 


7^  X  CiifiiPiiWi>iwwwli  rfJLmt. 

Cbktis  fprre  extendkh  yd  mf  rdCon 
This  ipatir  as  jit  ihmUJbt  to  di^crive. 
But  I  trufte  your  grace  will  i$  thif  fete 
Confidic  howi;  wiich  P^i^ng  Mwt  I  ftriie. 
For  in  his  favour  co«i  I  scr  arrive, 
£lo*<iueoce  thif  bitode  hath  in  iptie  di^pitB, 
The  makir  lackith  mapir  i#  «Bdit& 

Of  Love*s  commaundioietiitea  x.  is  te 
Asaftirwvd  ihall  rudely  b^rdieried. 
And  lovirii,in  no  wile  departe  iif«iid«r 
Where  af  thei  be  oblcrvkiaod  rcdrtfled, 
Daongir  and  unkip4«eayb«D  opfVEcfled, 
And  he  that  U  co<«4»aii.«dsd  this  to  makfi 
Is  your  oiype,  all  oti^  jbr  tQ  fiofial^e* 

Ftlthe  is  the  firft  and  principaHy  to  teU, 
And  vcric  love  rcquirith  fochc  credence. 
That  eche  bcleve  othir  true  as  the  gofpel. 
Without  adulation  or  flatteryng  audience, 
In  true  mertyng  and  truftie  confidence ; 
Paint  not  your  connyng  wirh  colour  nc  fi^ile, 
For  then  your  love  muS  nedis  be  unfiabk. 


In  the  feconde  to  trete  of  entencioa. 
Your  lovir  to  plefe  doe  your  bufie  cure. 
For  as  myn  auMbr  Romance  makethmendoe. 
Without  enteot  your  love  mm\  fiot  etidvre; 
As  women  will  thereof,  1  am  right  fure, 
Endevour  with  ther  hertd,  will,  and  thoipght. 
To  plefe  hym  onely  that  ther  love  hath  fenglif  ■ 

In  your  delyng  evir  ybe  difcrete. 
Set  not  yonr  love  there  as  it  (ball  be  lofcd, 
Advertife  in  your  miode  whether  he  be  mete. 
That  unto,  hym  your  )iert)p  maie  lie  difdofed. 
And  aftir  as  you  find^e  bym  thep  difpofcd 
Poin^  by  difcrei^Qn  your  hour,  time,  and  place, 
Convemently  metyng  with  armes  to*  cmbncc* 

Of  ihefe  eommauiidementes  the  uiL  ttpadcnctj 
Though  by-  trous  <k>rage  your  lovir  be  mevcd. 
With  foft  wordI«  aod  humble  obedience 
His  wrathe  maic  fonc  be  fwagid  and  rctevtd, 
And  thus  his  love  obteinid  and  acb«ved 
Will  in  you  rote  with  gretir  diligence, 
Bicaufe  of  vour  meke  vrom'inly  pactence. 

StcrtUrfff, 
Secretlie  behave  you  in  yoar  werldii, 
In  (hewing  countenance  or  mevyng  your  ej r. 
Though  foche  behavior  to  fom^  {iSk  be  dcrke 
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He  that  hath  lorid  will  it  fime  aipic. 
Thus  you  joprfclf  joor  couDfaiUmaic  dcfcrie; 
Make  privy  to  your  delyng  few'  as  ye  inaie, 
For  Hi,  may  ktp*  m  cotrnfcl  ^Ujea'm  be  await. 
Pmagnee. 
Let  prudence  goveme  aye  your  bridil  reine ; 
Set  not  your  lore  in  fo  fervent  a  wife 
But  that  in  godely  haft  yc  may  rcfreuie. 
If  that  your  lovirs  lift  you  to  di^e : 
Romaunce  rain  au  Aour  wold  you  this  advife, 
To  ilacke  your  love,  for  if  yc  doe  not  fo 
That  wanton  lift  will  tournc  you  into  wo. 

Terfeveraunee. 
StablKhe  your  love  in  fo  ftedfaft  a  wife, 
If  that  ye  thinkc  your  lovir  will  be  truc» 
As  entirely  as  ere  you  can  devife, 
Juove  hym  onely  and  refufc  alld  newe. 
Then  Ihall  not  your  worftiip  ychaungc  his  hew, 
For  certis,  maiftri8,then  is  he  to  blame 
But  if  that  he  will  quite  you  with  the  fome. 

Fiiiu 
Be  piteous  (o  hym,  as  womanhod  requireth, 
That  for  your  lore  endur ith  painis  fmerte. 
Whom  £»  foiely  your  i^claunt  loke  enfireth. 
That  piintid  is  your  beautie  in  his  herte. 
And  woundid  lyith  without  knife  or  darte ; 
There  let  your  pitie  fjfMred  without  reftreintc. 
For  la<^  of  it  let  not  your  fervaunt  fcint« 

Take  mefure  in  your  talkyng.  be  n'ot  outrage 
For  this  reherfiih  Romance  de  la  Rofe, 
A  man  endued  with  pleoteou»»  langage 
Oft  t^rvus  is  dcnyid  his  purpofe ; 
Take  mefure  in  langage,  wifedoroe  ingrofe. 
For  mefure,  as  right  well  proved  is  by  refcn, 
Thjngis  nniCefo'nable  fettith  in  lelbn. 

Mereii, 
Spche  daungir  exile  hym  all  uttirly, 
Ovir  fdl  mercic  to*  occupie  his  place. 
To  piuous  coroplaintis  your  eres  appUe, 
And  reccve  your  true  fcrvauntc  into  graces 
To  him  that  boundin  is  in  Lov'islace 
Shewe  favour,  ladic',  and  be  not  mcrciks, 
JLcft  ye  be  called  a  common  murdires. 

ZViitwy^. 

When  ycunto  this  balade  have  infpecdon 
lo  my  makyng  holde  me  exculable, 
Jt  is  fnbmittid  unto  your  correccion  \ 
ConfJdir  that  my  connyng  is  difablc 
To  write  to  you  the  6guie  uniable. 
All  dfiVMde  of  connyng  and  caperience, 
iwlaner  of  indityng,  refon,  and  eloquence^ 

Truft  it  well  the  makir  is  all  your  ownc, 
You  to  obcie  while  his  life  maie  endure. 
To  doe  you  fcrvice  as  a  man  unknownc, 
140  goerdone  defiry»gofycrthly  trcfure, 
But  if  k  might  accorde  with  your  pUfurt 
For  his  true  fervice  hym  for  to  avauncCt 
ABd  call  hym  intoyowrr^emb^pn^e. 


ThclX.  Udiet  WtrthU 


^vm9  Sinopt. 

Profuloent  in  precioufoefe,0  SinopetheQuene! 

Of  all  feminine  bcrynge  the  fceptir  and  r^galic« 

Subduyng  the  large  countrie  of  Armciiit',  ss  it 
was  fene. 

For  maugrc  ther  mightis  thou  ybrought  them  fot 
to  appUe, 

Thin  honour  to  encrcfin  and  thy  power  to  mag^ 
nifie  ; 

O  moft  renoumed  Hercules  \  with  «l  thy  pom- 
pous bofte 

This  princes  toke  the  prifonir  and  piH  to  fighte 
thine  hoft. 

Lfidie  Hippolytt, 
Yet  Hercules  wexcd  red   for  (hame  when   I 
fpake  of  Hippolyt, 
Chief  patrones  and  captain  of  the  peple  of  Sii    ;jc, 
WTiich  with  her  amorous  chcre  and  with  coi  ,gi- 

ous  might 
She  froote  tho  unto  the  ground  for  all  thy  cruiltic, 
Whcrfore  the  dukcfhip  of  Diamedes  and  dignitie 
Unto  her  gretc  laude  and  glorie  perpctuall 
Attribtttid  by  all  is  with  trinmphd  laureall. 

Lady  DdpbiU. 
The  moft  noble  triumph^  of  thU  ladlcDeiphilc, 
In  rcleve  and  luccor  of  the  gret  Duke  of  Athenis, 
She  chaftifid  and  biought  into  perpetual  cxik 
The  aurcat  dtiaeinis  of  the  mightic  Thcbis, 
The  ftronge  brafin  pilUris  there  haddin  no  retes 
But  ihe  with  her  fiftir  Agrif<i  them  did  dound  cai^. 
And  with  furious  fire  cite  ybrcnt  at  laft. 

Lady  Teyea. 

O  pulchrior  fole  In  beautie  and  full  ylucidcnt. 

Of  all  feminine  creturis  the  moft^  formous  flour ! 

In  Italy  reigning  with  great  chevalry  right  fervent, 

Chaiftifed  the  Romainis  as  maiftris  and  conquc- 

rour, 
O  lady  Tcuca !  mochll  was  thy  glorie  and  honotir. 
Yet  mochil  more  was  to  commcnde  thy  gretc 

benignite 
In  thy  perfite  living  and  virginall  chaftitie. 

^ene  PentbeftUm, 
O  yeTrojatnsT  for  this  noble  Queue  l>enthefilc 
Sorowe  her  mortalitie  with  dolorous  compaffioq. 
Her  love  was  towardis  you  fo  pregnante  and  fer- 
tile. 
Which  that  againift  the  proude  Grekis  made  de- 

fenflon,  . 

With  her  viAorious  hand  was  al  her  affecaon 
To  laflie  the  Grekis  to  ground,  and  with  ther 
hert  'is  joie  [Troie. 

To  rcvengin  the  coward  deth  of  noble*  HeAor  of 

^uetH  Tbamyrit, 
O  thou  moft  rigorous  Queue  Thamyris  Invin- 
cible! .        ['Dg. 
Upon  the  ftrong  and  hideous  peple  of  citces  rein- 
Whiche  by  thy  grete  powir  and  by  wittis  fenfiblc 

O  o  ilii 
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YtokUl  in  baluUc  captive  Cyrus,  the  grctc  King 
Of  Perfia  and  of  Media,  hi$  hed  in  Mode  lying ; 
Thpu  baddift  him  ttf  drinkih  of  the  ))lude  be  had 

thorftid, 
And  xxii.  M.  of  hit  hofti  there  were  diftreflid. 

Z'oJ/e  Lamtedo, 
.  The  fiftinous  loude  trum^c  ynudc  of  gold  yfor- 

gid  fo  bright 
|itth  blowin  fo  up  the  f^am^  an^  glory  cnvir(|n 
Of  this  fady  Lampedo,  with  hki  fmir  MafUit^ 
That  al  thelfpd  of  F<;minie,^uropc,and  Epliefon, 
i\i  ytldin'and  applied  lowly  to  her  I'ub^cccion  ; 
Many, AD  high  tourc  ihe  railid,  and  ybiUtouri^ 

long,  -  '• 

I'crpctudl^'  to  la(Up,  with  hpg(i  walli*  (Iroug, 

^e/ie  Srmiramu, 
Lohcre  Semiranus,  the  Qucnc  of  grcte  Babilon, 
The  mofte  gcperou^  gem  ana  the  fluure  of  lovciiy 

'favoV, ■  *    '     [trion 

Whofe  excellent  powrr  from  Mede  unto  Scpten- 
Tloriflicd  in  her  regally  as  a  mightie  conqueror, 
?)ubdued'al  Barbiry,knd  Zoraft  the  King  of  honor, 
She  flue  Ethiop,  and  conquirid  Armenie  and  In^c:, 
In  which  non  entrid  but  Alexander  and  Ihc  a^i  I 
*'■         findc.         • 

Ladit  MnaUpfkc, 

Alfo  the  ladie  Mcualippe,  thy  fifter  fo  dcrc, 

\Vhofc  martial  powir  there  wat  no  man  that  could 

withftand,    ' 
For  thorough  the  wide  worldc  there  was*  not 

yfound  her  pcre,"       "      i    i 
Th^  famous  Duke  of  Athcnis,  Thefeus,  fhc  had 

in  handc, 
An^  ihe  forely  chaflldd  him  and  conquirid  his 

lande ; 
The  proud}  Grekis  mightilie  alfo  (he  did  nffaile, 
Apd  ovir<amc  and  vanquifbiif  them  bravely  in 

batailc 


Alons  tvarkynp, 
in  thought  plaiByng, 
And  fore  Cghyn^, 

T\Ic  reipembrypg 
Of  my  livyng, 
;hly  dcatli  wilhyng 

Infortnna'c 

isfo  my  fate, 

'Ihit  wotc  ye  what? 

My  life  \  hate. 
*i  h'us  defjieratc 
In  ibchc^)orc  eftate 

Of  othir  cure 
Ami  not  fufc, 
'i  bus  to  to  cadure 

.^vchc  I«  my  rre 


All  dcfoslatc^ 


\  Both  eri 


y  and  latf. 


*•  Out  of  mcfure 


*  Dee  I  endure. 


•  \\  hard  certain. 


My  truthe  fo  fhln 
h  tak'ein  vain. 
And  grete  difdain 

Yet  T  full  faine 
Would  mc  ^pinplaii 
Me  to  abftainc 

But  in  fnU^aonce 
None  allegcaunce 
Of  my  grevannct 


V 


remembrance; 


inc   > 


Right  fo  my  chauoce 
With  difpldaunce 
Docth  me  ^vauocc 


:\ 


From  this  penauncc; 


Can  I  not  findc : 


And  *X^%  an  endc. 


;  M^ie  have  irc;e  ttii ^' 


I»  Fcverere,  when  that  it  was  full  cokle, 
Fro(le,  {tiowe,  haue,  raine,  hath  dcrniinacion. 
With  ch^ungable'  <el€mcmes  and  win4<fs  maisr- 

foldc, 
Whiche  huth  of  ground,  flour,  hex  be,  jairifdicciou 
For  (o  difpofe  Aftir  their  corrvccion. 
And  yet  Aprijiawtth  hfsplef«unt  fliaurm 
DiflbWctii  -tho   (n<»r   and    bri;igath   iortbe  his 

floures 
Of  whofe  invendou  lovirs  maic  be  giadc. 
For  thet  bring  ifi  the  kale^dis  of  Maie, 
And  thei  with  cottntinaance  demore,  mcke,  ud 

fad, 
Owe  to  wovlhip.the  luflle  floures  aUvaie, 
And  in  fpcciall  one  called  fb  of  the  Jai, 
The  daiiic,  a  flowir  white  and  rede. 
And  in  French  callid  La  bet  JVlanarete. 

O  coqimcndablc  floure,  and  mofte  in  mmde  I 
O  fltutc  and  gracious  of  eicellence ! 

0  amiable  Mar^aVitc  !  of  natifc  kind. 

To  whom  1  muft  rcfcrt  with  diligence,  « 

With  hcrt,\vil,  ihoiglit,  mod  lowly  obedience, 

1  to  be  ;our  (trvuunr,  ye  niy  regent, 
For  lifj  ue  dcth  ncvir  for  to  rcpert. 

Of  this  { roccfle  now  forth  will  I  procede, 
Whiche  happlih  unm  mc  with  jjretc  difdain, 
A«  for  the  time  thereof  I  take  Icfl  hede. 
For  unto  me  was  brongHt  the  fore  ^ahse. 
Thcrforc  my  canffe  wc^  the  more  to  complaine, 
Yet  unto  mc  myp nfvauncc  wa^  the  >ei!e  ' 

That  I  was  lo  r.igh  my  ladic*  and  maiftrcffc. 
There   where  (he  'was  prefent  in   this  fane 
F*jice,  •  '      • 

I  having  in  hirte  grete  adverfite, 
Kxctpt  oritl^the  lor  tune  and  g«de  i^raee 
Of  hcT  vi  oic  t  am,  the  whiche  relcvedme. 
And  my  prer«  ^uies^nktijd  bath  llie. 
And  brouy^tt  mc  cnt  of  the  feslrfti  greirasocc. 
If  'it  v.-cre  her  t^  it  v^erc  to  me  piWktioee*    » 

As  fdr  the  wo  whichcf  that  I  dideondure 
It  was  to  n)e  a  veric  plefaunt  pain,'    - 
XcVng  it  was?  for  that  falf^ 'creature 
Whiche  i»  rr^  fedie'^and  my  itSsurnxt^ 
!  In  whof*"  pre rtin^t  t  Would  be  paffytig  (am, 
j  ^o  tl  at  J  Wfft  k-wetin-her  pkiaie, 
!  I  ox  ihc  i«  f:ot»  ell  «ie.iu*ict  Xiiy  proti^wlcur. 
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Though  ui'.iD  rrc'/ifcac!faU  ywcafcthc  chauncc^ 
No  mauer  of  gencilnes  oWeih  me  to  blaine. 
For  r  hod  levir  fufiire'  of  deth  the  pcDaunce 
Than  Oie  ihould  lor  ine'  have  diihonor  or  fluune. 
Or  ia  aiiy  wife  lofin  her  gode  name ; 
So  vifcif  God  for  kys  eDdlefle  mcrcie 
Graun:  every  loir ir  joy  of  his  lady ! 

O  Merciful  indo  mtrciMe 
Kyng  of  ky  ngity  and  fathir  of  phe, 
'Whofe  mif^htandmircieU  IlicamjperaMer      ' 
O  prince  eterae,  o  nightie  Loi\le !  Ikie  we. 
To  wbMM  Bierde  ri>^vdi  of  p#t»piitie,  - 
On  thy  ifimaua  that  Ueth  in  friiw  haandt 
Have  thou  metcie crthat  hit  htni  -wwrti&e, 

And  that  tiMHt^vfiilt cnrant  to'him  thy  priToner 
n«;libcrtiryitnd  lol9  hym  out  of  pa»a. 
All  hi»  deCres,  and  all  his  hevre  chere 
'Jo alL ^ladneile fhei  were  reftored a^ain,    ' 
Thy  high  ficiigeaBce  ^kj  flK>ald  thou  toot  re- 
frain, I  ' 
And  fnewc  isiercie,  fithheta peaitent  f 
V<Nr  beljpe  hym  Lorde,  and  let  him  not  be  Qvatie 

But  fuh  it'  is  fo  there  is  a  trefpas  done» 
Unto  MeMa  UC'y^WIe  the  traipafeof. 
It  it  her  office  to  r<drffl<  it  Tone, 
For  f  rcl^ieie-  to  Meroe  is  a  mirrouri 
And  like  as  the  fwetc  hath  the  price  by  foure. 
So  by  Trefpaffe  Mercie  hath  all  her  might, 
Without  Trefpafle  Mercie  hath  4a«]tf:  td  U^hi.      , 

What  (hould  phifike  doe  but  if  fikenes  were  / 
What  ncdith  Calve  but  if  there  were  a  fore  ? 
What  nedith  drink  wher  third  hath  np  power  ? 
What  ikould  Mercie  do  but  Trcfpa*  go*  afort  ? 
But  Trefpas  Metcie  won  be*  litil  ftorc, 
Without  Trefpaa  ner  ex? ctiflon 
Maie  Mcrcre  have  ne  chief  perfccdort. 

The  canfe  at  this  lime  of  my  writyog, 
And  touchyng  "^adt,  to  whom  1  make  mone, 
]•  for  fere  left  my  foverelgne  and  fwctynj, 
I  ntecin  ^er  thatlovtlyh*  is  none, 
With  me*  is'dffpiefed  for  caufis  more  than  one; 
What  caufitthci  b^  that^oweth  Ood  and  ihe. 
But  ib  dn  n**o€  1 ;  afas,  it  fcrthinketh  mc  \ 

What  f«  ftie'in  me,  what  d^fiute  or  offence  f 
'What  havfc  !  doe  tliat  flie  on  me  difdaine  > 
How  might  I  dee  ccme  into  her  prefence, 
To  tell  nry  cbrrtyftaint,  whtrcof  I  \vcrc  fainc  ? 
1  drrde  to  loftri  to  fpeke,  or  'to  compbitie. 
To  her  tK5t  harhmy  hcrtc'cWry  dch; 
So  hdp  me  Odd  1  wonid  ^I  thing  wer  weic  : 

For  in-thfs  cafe  came  J  never  ornnw  ^ 
In  Lov'is  daiatica  fo  ferrc  in  the  trace, 
Tor  with  myne  efe  efcapin  \  ne  mow 
Ont  rf  this-daifpgir,  except  her  gode  grace. 
For  tfaotigh  my  countenaun^c  be  mcry'in  her 

fate.'    •         *   '  '"^ 

A  8  ff  mith  ^o  ^cr  by  worifle  6r  'by  ef.cre, 
Yet  her'jnde  grace  fcttit^'myrf*  hcrtS  rere. 

An<i  if  m^  ibvierafne  hijtp  any  mai'taile  ■       '  , 
Why  I  to  her  n>wv  artd  kfore  ywrote, 
^Le  maxe  wcD  think  it  is  no  grcte  tfvvaile 


To  him  that  Uin  Ibv^  bryVgU  fo  hottf; 
Jt  *b  afimf^  ire  ib^tfallUh  It^tBomtJroh  ;    '  '       '^ 
That  mene  I,  though  that  Ifiy  foveraine  to  forn  ' , 
Me  hath  detiied  yet  glra'c^  msy  come  fo  morn. 

Maiftris,  foK  the  ^>de  Vrtll  I  have  you  ought, 
And  cvir  (haU4M^I«j:fg  a«ii£a-duntls; 
Pitic  your  feryact]  kcpe  b:m  in  your  thooght, , 
Oive'  him  fom  con^Jort  or  medi'cm^  ;ird  curith 
His  ague,  that  etKrcsfith^  thjit  rcnaith : 
So  grievous  bei^  hii  pamet  and  %l<u  for«. 
That  wittipnt  mercy  hU  dal^  be  forlore. 

Go^  fitil  bill,  go  furth^^d  hic  the  f&ft, 
Recommendc  m^\  and  excuf<:  mc  ai  you  am. 
For  very  febje  ata  I  at  the  taft^ 
My  pen  is  woren,  my  hew  is  pale  and  vran. 
My  qren  ben  fonke,  disfigured  like  no  man. 
Till  Deth  his  dart  that  cauCth  for  to  fmert 
My  corps  havi:  co^Tuni^diptben  farewel  fwet  hert* 

Doughtro'  of,  )?hoebu9  in  vcrtuous  apparence. 
My  tove  eled  ijx  my  rememberaunce^ 
My  careful!  hate  diftraiaed  caufc  of  abfence. 
Till  ye  my*  empreflc  me  relefe  my  grevaunce  .  ^ 
Upoh  yoii  'is  fet  my  life,  myne  attendaunce« 
I»  fette  without  lecyre  I  wis  uutill 
Ye  graontio  my.  true  hcrtc  to  have  his  will. 

Thus,  my  dere  Xwctyng !  in  a  travuce  I  lye, 
And&ai,  til  drops  of  piti<;  from  you  fpriog, 
I  mene  your  mczcie,  that  lieth  my  hcrte  nye. 
That  me  mail  r^j^yce,  and  caufe/or  to  fyng 
Thefe  termes  of  Jove  ;  lo  I  have  won  the  ring. 
My  godely,  maiftris ;  thus  of  his  gode  grace 
God  graunt  her,  biUiTe  in  |icvcii  to  have  a  place ! 


Hert  ftUvueih  Imn  MereurU^  xiUi  P^Uoj,  Fantf^ 
and  3r»a»,  apptred  f  ^€ti*  •f  Trme,  ^J*fT^h 
afountim  *• 

Pallas  loquUar  ai  Parin, 
SovNB  of  Priam,  gencill  Paris  of  Troic, 
Wake  of  thy  flepe,  beholde  us  goddeftes  thre. 
We  havin  brought  to  the  cncrefe  of  joye. 
To  thy  difcreCon  rcnortyng  our  beautie ; 
Take  here  this  appill,  and  well  advife  the 
Whiche  of  us  is  the  falrift  in  thy  fight. 
And  give  thou  it,  we  pralc  che,geatil  knight. 

yum  Uquihit  prvif. 
If  fo  be  thou  gt¥e  it  to  me,  Paiift, 
This  ftial  I  grw  unto  thy  vforthines, 
Honour  and  c«iiqve<l,  nobley.  lofe  and  prife, 
Vidorir,'coui«ge,  force,  and  hvtimes, 
Gode  avtiifxire,  and  famous  manltne^; 
For  that-  appll  ail  This  give  1  to  the, 
Coniidif  this  Parife,  and  give  it  me. 

Vlinm  loquitur  cJ  Pjr'n. 
Naie,  give  it  me,  and  diis  I  fha,!!  ytra  give,        ' 
A  glad  afjj^e  with  favour  and  fairac9| 

•  TAa  title  In  Spefrhc  tt\i  Tt«y  run?,  H-w.Meraify- 
with  fnillan.  V4ru^,  imd  Minerva,'  &c.  but  at?«1U««nd 
Minerv^U-fifte  «fi<l  the  (AvMr  (roddsiiL,  ind  an  lano  «»«• 
the  thirl  I  -    -     » 


in  the  tK 
triac 


|y)«kl«^St  fhi»  Mttcrvtcw  viUh  Paiis,  her  ««me 

Ir,  4i)(i  aA  ore  <i\  the  apprliinu        '  '        ~'"^ 
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And  loTe  Qf  hdicf  >Ub  while  ve  Uvc, 
Fiuimit  (Uture  and  princely  lemeliAeiy 
Acwrdyng  t9  yovr  nji^fc  gcntilncj.; 
Undir^and  this  gift  ve)I.  I  you  aJvjfe, 
And  give  i^  vnto  me  hardly  PariCp.  .^ 

P«i^i#  UfHihtr  ad  Pafiir. 

Tfe^T^t  Farifcp  takiih  hrjc  unto  mei 
T^oii  art  a  prince  y^oriic  Tiy  thy  dlfccftfc. 
And  /or  to  rule  thy  rryall  Jignttc 
1  Ihali  the  givln  firll  intendcmcnte, 
Difcrecion^  piudcncc  in  right  judgutncT)tr»' 
Whkhe  in  a  prmcc  it  thing  nu  (b  covcnaVic : 
Give  it  U  me  ;  £  ani  |o  have  k  able. 


f  BATE  a  ladle,  where  fo  that  Ae  be. 

That  feldeme  is  (he  fdveraine  of  taj  thought. 

On  whole  beautie  when  I  heholde'aod  fe, 

Rememhryng  me  how  well  Ihe  is  y wrought, 

I  thanke  Fortune,  that  to  her  grace  me  brought, 

80  faire  is  flie,  but  nothyng  angelike, 

Her  beautie  ia  unto  none  othir  like. 

For  hardily  and  (he  were  made  of  bralTe, 
Her  foce  and  all,  ihe  hath  enough  fiurfielTe ;    " 
Her  eyen  ben  holow'  and  grene  at  any  grafle, 
And  raveniih  yelowe  is  her  founitreile, 
Tliereto  (he  hath  of  every  eomeKnefle, 
Soche  ^uantitie  givin  her  by  Natore 
That  with  the  left  Ihe  is  of  her  ftatrxre. 

And  as  a  bolt  her  browiR  ben  ibent. 
And  betill  browed  (he  is  alfo  with  all. 
And  of  her  witte  as  (imple*  and  innocent 
^s  is  a  childe  that  can  no  gode  at  all ; 
8he  is  not  thicka,  her  ftatnrc  is  b«t  fmall ; 
Her  fingers  ben  Util  and  nothyng  long ; 
Her  (kin  is  fmothe  as  any  ox*is  tong  : 

Thereto  (he  is  (b  wife  in  daliauncc. 
And  befet  bet  wordis  fo  womanly, 
That  her  to  here  it  doeth  me  difplefaunce. 
For  that  (he  faieth  is  (aied  fo  connyngly 
That  when  there  be  no  mo  then  (he  and  I 
I  had  levir  (he  were  of  talkyng  flill 
Then  that  (he  (houM  fo  godelie  fpech^  fpill. 

And  (lothe  none  (hall  ye  have  in  her  entreiTe; 
^  dil'gent  is  (he  tad  vertuleiTe, 
And  fo  bulie  tie  all  gode  to  iindreife, 
That  as  (he  »pe  (he  is  hannlefle. 
And  as  an  hamet  mcke  and  pitdlcile,     . 
"With  that  (he  is  fo  wife  and  carowifpeAe 
Hut  prudence  none  her  folic  can  infedle* 

Is  it  not  joye  that  foche  one  of  her  age* 
Within  the  hootidea  of  fo  grete  teudirae(re» 
Should  in  her  werite  be  fo  fadde  and  fo  f«ge» 
That  of  the  weddyng  (awe  all  the  nobleffe 
Of  Quene  Jane,  and  ywas  tho  as  1  geife 
But  oT  the  age  of  yeris  ten  and  five  \ 
I  trowe  there  are  not  many  foche  altiro. 

For,  as  Jefu  my  (infull  fouU  fare. 
There  n'is  creture  in  all  this  werlde  living 
Uke  unto  her  that  I  would  gladly  have,  ^ 
So  plefith  mine  hert  that  godely  firete  tliyng, 
"Whole  foule  in  halle  unto  his  blis  ybring 

3 


That  (irft  her  Cmvd  to^ie  a  cretnrc. 
For  were  Xbe  wcu  pf  me  1  did  no  cure. 


An  nthir  fffiU^i* 

0  MofGe  quince !  yhangyng  by  your  ftaike. 
The  whiche  no  man  dare  plucke  awak  nor  take 
Of  all  the  folke  that  pafic  forthe  by  or  walke. 
Your  floaris  frclhe  b«  iglkfti'4waie  and  (hake ; 

1  am  right  forie,  mai%eire ;  for  your  lake ; 
Ye  feme  a  thyng  that  aU  men  ha^  iorgdtea ; 
Ye  be  fo  ripe  yc  fMBfin  abnofte  rptesi. 

Your  qgii#«b^  deioous  and  £Mwiid« 
Your  grene  isyin^  fnvwnyng  and  nathmg  glad. 
Your  chekes»  enMncd  litu:  a  melowe  coAard* 
Colour  of  QfrQfc,.yo«r  breftea  fatouniad* 
Gilt  QA  wara'msicthc  cokwr  wil  ant  Hade. 
Vawi^  btttioekid,  belied  like  a  t«UM, 
Men  crie  S.  3ttba*ry  at.  the*  lofipg  •f  ymt 
gonne. 

Lovely  Xeode  maiftn\take  coD(ideracMM, 
J  *a9»  (o  forrpwfirU  there.**  ye  be*  abfem,  . 
Floure  of  the  barkfate  fouleft  of  al  ttkesttcion. 
To  love  yo^  but.*  Httic*  Is  myne  etttait; 
TilMifweri.  hath  fent  yon,  the  finoke  hath  ye* 

(bent, 
I  trow  y'  have  hen  laid  on  ioa^  kill  todrie. 
You  do  foch  worihip  there  as  ye  be  prelem* 
Of  al  womcq  I  love  you  heft  a  M.  tiaaia  ie. 


LOKE  well  aboute  ye  that  loviris  be, 
L^t  not  your  iuftjs  lede  you  to  dotage. 
Be  not  enamoored  on  all  thyngea  ye.ie; 
Sampfon  the  forte  and  Salomon  the  (age 
Decevid  were  fot  all  ther  grete  courage  ; 
Men  demin  it  right  that  thei  fe  with  eye. 
Beware  therefore,  7^  i/^W^M^sM*^*  «/». 

1  mene  of  women^  for  all  ther  cherea  qociat, 
Truft  them  not  to  moch,  ther  tnuhe  ia  bat 

trefon 
The  ^airift  outward  wel  can  thei  ypaint, 
Ther  (iedfafioeCTe  endorith  but  a  fefoo. 
For  thei  faine  Irendlines  and  worchip  trefon. 
And  for  thei  are  chaungable  natn'rally. 
Beware  therefore,  7U  UM  dab  aMiy*  mJHe 

Mliat  wight  on  lyve  ytrnftith  on  i&er  chexM 
Shall  have  at  lad  his  guerdon  an^  his  mode  ; 
Thei  can  (have  xierir  ^hao  ralours  or  Ihcses  : 
AU  h  m9tg$ld  tbaijhimth^  men  take  hcde» 
Their  galle  is  hid  undir  a  fugcid  wcde; 
It  is  but  queint  ther  fantalie  to*  afpae« 
Beware  therefore.  Tie  Uiwd  titth  mmmj  mJIU. 

Though  all  the  worlds  doe  his  bufie  cure 
To  make  women  ftandin  in  fiabkneffe 
It  would  not  be ;  it  is  againft  nature  \ 
The  worlde  is  doe  when  thei  Ucke  douUenca^ 
For  thei  laugh  and  love  not,  this  is  ezprefle  ^ 
To  truft  on  tbem  it  is  but  fattta(ie. 
Beware  therfore,  *TU  i/<W  etttb  manf  mJU^ 


CERTA^NE 

Wooien  of  )uDd^  htth  toadidont  tWe; 
The  firftiflthat  thei  be  fiiU  of  difleke, 
fTo  fpioiiin  alfo  is  ther  pgopcrtie. 
And  women  have  a  ^RPjondtrfbll  coofeite. 
For  thei  can  wne  oft,  and  all  it  a  ileite, 
A»d  when  thei  lift  the  terc  itin  the  eye. 
Beware  therfore,  TbeUmJttithmmiy'aiie. 

In  foth  to  iaie,  though  all  the  yerth  fo  wanne 
Wer  parchdment  (moth,  white  and  Ibibabell, 
And  the  gret  fe,  that  called  ii  the*  Ocean, 
Were  tonrnid  tnco  ynke  blacker  than  fabell, 
Eche  fticke  a  pen,  eche  man  a  fcrivener  abel, 
Not  cood  thei  writin  woman's  trcchirie, 
beware  theifore,  TA*  Uuid  dttb  mamf  afilt. 


BALADE8,   &e. 


i«y 


A.  ULaii  ikUring  thai  tv^mtas  eha/lite  Joetb  mothe 
txsil  oil  trtjur§  ^tforUiy, 

Im  womanhede,  as  andoors  al  ywrite, 
Moft  thing  commendid  is  chafte  honefte. 
Thing  moft  flaimd*eroiis  ther  nobles  to  atwite, 
As  when  women  of  hafty  fraelte 
Eiceden  the  boodes  of  wifely  chaftite. 
For  what  a^aileth  lynage  or  rial  blode 
When  of  ther  hrying  the  report  'is  not  gode  I 

The  holy  bed  defotlid  of  marriage 
/W  met  defiUed  may  net  rettvered  he» 
The  vice  goth  forth  and  the  froward  langage 
By  many'  a  relme  and  many'  a  grete  dte ; 
Sianndir  hath  a  cnftome,  and  that'  is  grete  pite^ 
That  tme  or  fals,  by  a  contrarioas  foone, 
jQ/toM  areiie  it  goth  not  lyghtly  downe  : 

For  when  a  lechonr  by  force  or  maftry 
Defonlid  hath  of  Tirgini  the  dennes, 
Widousoppreffed,  and  ly  in  advoutry, 
Aflailid  wives  that  ftode  in  ftablenes. 
Who  may  then  ther  flannddrons  harme  redreffe 
When  ther  gode  name  is  hurt  by  foch  report  I 
Farfam*  hfi  aaes  torn  ner  bave  his  r^mri* 

A  thefe  may  robbe  a  man  of  hb  richefle, 
And  by  Ibme  mene  make  reftitadon. 
And  fome  man  maye  dyflierit  and  opprefle 
A  povir  man  from  bis  pofleffion. 
And  aftir  make  him  fatislacdon, 
teat  JV#  man  may  reflort  in  no  iegre 
A  maid  nUid  ofl^  virginiif. 


A  man  may  alfo  bete  acaftil  donne; 
And  bilde  it  aftir  more  frelhe  to  the  fight, 
Exile  a  man  out  of  his  regiowie. 
And  him  revoke  whether  it  be  wrong  or  right. 
But  N»  man  hath  thepowr  nt  the  wrigbi 
JPar  to  r^/hro  the  palace  virginai 
0/  ChaJliU  nhenhroiin  is  the  waL 

Men  may  alfo  pot  out  of  ther  fcnrice. 
And  oIKcirs  remere  out  of  ther  pkce» 
And  at  a  day,  when  Fortune  lift  devUe, 
They  may  again  reftorid  be  to  grace. 
But  T^r  nis  tim?  notbirfei  mefiami 
Nor  nor  infoty  neithir  rod  ntfain^ 
That  maydenbode  U/l  recomred  tocr  afoiu  : 

For  whiche  men  fliouldin  have  a  confcicnc^ 
Rewe  in  ther  bertis  and  repentin  fore. 
And  bavin  a  remorce  of  gret  offence 
To  ravilhe  thing  which  they  may  not  reftore. 
For  it  is  fiude,  and  hath  be  faid  ful  yore,    ^ 
The  emeraad  greme  ofparfite  chaJHto 
Stole  ones  away  may  not  tteovored  he. 

And  hard  it  is  to  raviihe  a  trefonr 
Whiche  of  nature  is  not  recuperable  s 
I^rdihip  may  not  of  kinge  nor  enmerour 
Reforme  a  thtoge  whiche  is  nat  reiormablc  ; 
Ruft  of  defuni  is  inieparable,      ^ 
And  Mm^iAodt  ytof  ef  ntwe  or  ymro 
No  man  im  live  may  it  again  r^hre. 

The  Romanes  olde  thorough  ther  padcwce 
Suffirid  tyrauntes  in  ther  tyranyes 
On  ther  cites  to  do  grete  violence. 
The  peple  to  opprefte  with  ther  roberie^ . 
But  them  to  puniihe  they  fet  gret  efpics 
On  fslfe  avouterers,  as  it  is  wel  couth. 
Which  widowes  raviih  and  maidens  in   tkt^ 
youth. 

Cbantm  s  yvordes  mm  ois  swff^fMwwtif ^ 

AoAM  ScaiVBN tae,  yf  ever  it  the  be&Qe 

Bocce  or  Troiles  for  to  write  new 

Under  thy  longe  lockes  tbo^i  maift  have  the 
fcalle. 

But  after  my  makynge  th«n  wfkc  flM»re  tme, 

So  ofte  adaye  I  mote  thy  werkc  renew 
I  It  to  correde  and  eke  to  mbibe  and  Icrape, 
T  And  al  is  thorow  thy  ne|[li|eiKe  and  rape. 


THE  LJFE  OF  $URfi:EX:': 


ArTtH  the  ddtth  of  Chaucer,  no  coniiderable  improtrementt  were  made  in  Engfiih  (M>etry^  t3f  dbbit 
the  beginning  of  "the  fizteenth  century.  At  that  period,  our  intercourib  with  Italy,  not  only  isi- 
trodoced  the  ftudy  of  claffical  literature  into  England,  but  Mre  a  new  turn  to  our  feiuicuiar  poetry. 
The  language  and  the  manners  of  Italy,  were  efteemed  an/lhidied.  The  fofanett  of  Petrareh^  Wera 
the  great  models  of  compoiltion.  They  entered  into  the  genius  of  the  fafliionable  manners;  and  ik 
the  boUterOtti,  but  polilhed  court  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  Petrarch  of  coorfe  became  the  popular 
poet. 

Henry  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey,  the  unriYalled  ornament  of  that  court,  and  of  hit  age,fed  tlie  way 
to  great  impr6vemenu  in  Englilh  poetry,  by  a  happy  imitation  of  Pttrarch,  and  other  habftpdetib 
who  had  been  moft  fnccelsful  in  painting  the  anxieties  of  love  with  pathos  and  propriety. 

He  was  the  fon  and  grandfbn  of  ^o  Lord  Tkrafurers,  Dukes  of  Norfolk ;  and  in  hb  eirijr  dald- 
hoodt  diicovered  the  moil  promifing  marks  of  lively  parts,  and  an  aAire  mind. 

While  a  boy,  he  was  habituated  to  the  modes  of  a  couit  at  Windfor  OUUe,  where  he  reidbd,  yet 
vndir  the  care  of  proper  inftrudors,  in  the  quality  of  it  companion  to  Henry  Fiixiuj,  Di^  oC  lUlli* 
Biood,  a  natural  fon  of  King  Henry,  and  of  the  higheft  cxpedations. 

A  friendihip  of  the  dofeft  kind  cotnmencing  between  them,  about  1530,  dwy  wwe  both  ttawnrcd 
€0  Cardbal  Wolfey's  College  at  Oxford ;  whidi  was  tae  of  the  firft  foirinaries  of  an  Englilh  ttnhpef- 
lity  that  profcfled  to  explode  the  pedantries  of  the  old  barbarous  phibfopby ,  and  to  cnktvate  the  gr^ 
ces  of  polite  literature. 

Two  years  afterwards,  he  accompanied  his  noble  friend  into  France,  where  they  receiirftd  Kla^ 
Henry  on  his  animal  at  Calais,  to  viih  Francis  the  Firft,  with  a  inoft  magnificent  retinue. 

The  firiendihip  of  thefe  two  young  noblemen,  was  foon  ftrengthened  by  a  new  tie ;  for  lUchmoaA 
.  married  Lady  Mary  Howard,  Surrey's  lifter. — ^Richmond,  however,  appears  to  have  died  in  Ijjl^ 
about  the  age  of  feventcen,  having  never  Cohabited  with  his  wifb. 

It  was  long  before  he  forgot  the  untimely  lols  of  this  amiable  youth,  the  friend  and  aflbdate  of  hk 
childhood,  and  who  nearly  reiemblcd  himfclf  in  genius,  refinement  of  manners,  and  liberal  acqui- 
fitions. 

It  is  not  known  at  what  t>eriod  he  began  his  travels.  They  have  the  air  of  a  roraahce'.  He  made 
'  the  to«r  of  Europe  in  the  true  Ijpirit  of  chivalry ;  proclaiming  the  unparalleled  ehanns  of  Geraldine 
his  miftrefs,  and  prepared  to  defend  the  caufe  of  her  beauty  with  the  weapons  of  knight  errantry. ' 

In  his  way  to  Italy,  he  pafled  a  fev^  days  at  the  £ml>eror's  court,  where  he  became  acquakitid 
with  Cornelius  Agrippa.  This  celebrated  ;{dept  in  natural  magic,  fliewed  him,  in  a  niiTor  of  gla^ 
a  living  image  of  Geraldine,  reclining  on  a  conch,  fick,  and  reading  one  of  his  moft  tender  fennets  b^ 
a  waxen  Uper.  His  imagination  was  heated  anew  by  this  interefting  and  aflbding  fpedade.  In^ 
flamed  with  every  enthufiafra  of  the  moft  romantic  pafllon,  he  haftened  to  Florence,  Cheoriginal  feat 
of  the  anceftors  of  his  Geraldine ;  and  on  his  arrival,  innnediatdy  publifhed  a  defiance  agaiaft  any 
perfon  who  (hooM  prcfome  to  difpote  the  fuperiority  of  her  beauty.  The  grand  Duke  4f  Tuftaof 
permitted  this  imporunt  trial  to  be  decided.    The  challenge  was  accepted,  and  Surrey  vi^orxoos. 
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Hitherok  vanities  did  cot,  however,  fo  touWj  tngtoh  the  time  which  he  fpent  ia  half,  as  to  ali«' 
eoate  his  mind  from  literature  :  he  fbudied,  with  the  grcated  fuccefs,  a  critical  knowledge  of  tlie  Ita- 
lian language,  and  attained  a  juft  tA(^e  for  the  peculiar  graces  of  the  Italian  poetry. 

He  was  recalled  to  England,  for  fome  idle  reafon,  by  the  King,  and  appeared  at  court  the  moft 
polite  lover,  the  mod  learned  nobleman,  and  the  mo(b  accomplUhed  gentleman  of  his  age. 

He  ihone  in  the  tournaments  of  the  court;  and  his  name  is  renowned  in  the  military  achievements 
•fthttmantatage; — -  -----      •'  ■        '  -     -— * 

In  I543r^  >^c^$  m«Ft^<r«t1»nd  as  a  ddef(Ciynmanderi^  fa|i  father's  «^y|a|id^«|as  conljpicii- 
OBsfor  his'condu^  and  teaVcfy  afcfhc  memorable"  Battle*Dfflodded»'fiHdi  whfcrt  Jtaittt  Ae  Fourth  of 

•  ii««i  I    ■■*•"* ,     - 

fMiuiMunx  vnv^buicu.  -  .-   -    -  -■:  — ^ —  ---?—-. —  -  »      ,^^^^» 

The  year  following,  he  was  imprifoned  in  Windfor  CafUe,  for  eating  flclh  in  Lent ;  a  drasmftancr 
worthy  of  notice,  only  as  it  m^rks  his  charaAer,  impatient  of  any  controul,  and  regardlefs  of  petty 
formalities,  and  as  it  gave  occafion  to  one  of  his  mod  fentimental  and  pathetic  fonnets. 
r  '  Afti>54#»^F^^^^'^*^'^  ^^  ^^^  ^i^!^  ^^Z  ^  ^  -espeditipo  to  Boulo^n^^whicl}  ^e  jtoqk; 
Jhtot  bcing^  defe^tod^  endeavouring  to  cut  oiTa  convoy  of  the  enemy,  a  d^f^ace  he/cpair^^he  loft  the 

.  Confpio^a  of  his  high  |i>irtii  and  capacity;,  bo  could  not  refrains  upon  this  occa(Ioix.yrom  or^ppiag 
iome  reproachful  expreCionsagainft  a  mcafure  which  Teemed  to  impeach  his  pergonal  courage. 

It  was  his  misfortuna  to  ferve  a  monarchy  whofe  refcntments^  which  were  cfiUy  provoked,  coild 
only  be  fatisfied  by  the  moft  fcvcrc  revenge. 

.  The  VM^'^^^y  ^  ^  charadj:r  VM  viewed  hy  Henry  with  dlfguft  and  fufpicion.  ,  His  popolar^- 
ty  wsmt^oaofkr^^^nloji  dan^ous  ambition,  and  gave  birth  to  acciifatious  equally  groan4ie(s  and 
frivolous.  .J 

,  Ha  wasXaApc«Slcd  of  a  defign  to  marry  the  princcis  Mary ;  and  it  was  iofiauated  that  he  cocnner- 
fed  with  foreigners,  and  correfponded  with  Cardinal  Pole* 

•  t.T1ie  addition  of  t^e  arme-of  Edward  the  ConfeiTor  to  his  own,  thpugh  judificd  by  the  ufage  oC  his 
Jfmijt  ^^  the  aMt2}orit>'  of  the  heralds,  yf/u  made  „a  foundation  for  an  impeachment  of  higb- 

trcafon. 

'  Ha^  ^if9i-a<rMgQ^d  it  Guildhall;  and  notwithibnding  hia  eloquent  and  manly  defence,  he  wit 
Ao^dcffiiaed  by  the  prepued  fuflirage  of  a  iecvUe  and  obfequious  jury,  eqd  beheaded  oa  Tower- 
JiiU,  January  19th  I54^7« 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  charged  with  allegations  equally  grcundlefs,  efcaped  the  fame  unhappy  fate, 
by  ^e  death  of  the  tyrant,  which  happened  nine  days  after  the  unmerked  death  of  his  fon. 

Surrey  was  buried  in  the  church  of  AIL  HaUows-Barkiugi  X0wer-ftreet,but  afterwards  removed 
to  Frstmlsngham,  Suffolk,  where  an  honourable  monuqjent  was  evened  to  his  memory,  by  his  fc- 
coad  fon,  Henry  £arl  of  Northampton. 

He  married  Frances,  daughter  of  John  Earl  of  Oxford;  by  whom  he  left  fcvcral  children,  dne  of 
his  daughters,  Jane,  Coontefs  of  Weilmoreland,  was  among  the  learned  kdies  of  that  age,  and  be* 
came  famous  fut  her  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  I^tia  languages. 

Hidory  is  Hlent  as  to  the  name  of  ihc  fair  GeraUine^  the  general  ohje<Sfc  of  his  pailionate  fonnets, 
and  as  to  the  rcarQO&  why  the  galLaauies  he  performed  for  her,  did  not  end  in  a  marriage. 

Tlie  notices  concerning  her  in  his  fonnets  are  obfciAre  and  tndire^ ;  but  they  have  been  iUuilrated 
with  the  mod  happy  fagacity  by  the  prefcnt  Earl  of  Orford,  and  applied  to  Lady  EUjabeth  Fit^-  ; 
gerald,  whoXe  poetical  name  is  almoft  her  rc;^  one^  She  was  fecond  daughter  of  Gerald  FitzgeraiJ, 
£arl  of  Kild«ie,  fiocond  couAn  to  the  PxincciTes  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  bred  up  with  them,  as  it  is  coo- 
}edured9  at  Hunfdou*Houfe,  and  afterwards  the  third  wife  of  Edward  Clinton,  Earl  of  l>incoln. 

His  S^nga  and  S»n9ttU<^,  as  they  have  been  filled,  were  fird  colleded  and  printed  at  London,  by 
Tooell,  lu  X5  J  7y  tegethcr  with  the  **  Soages  and  Sonnetted*'  of  his  amiable  and  accompliihcd  friend 
Sir  ThMnas  Wyat,  the  elder,  and  of  uncertain  authors.  Another  edition  appeared  1565.  Others 
in  I574i  15-85.  15S7.  The  laft  cdltipn  was  printed  in  1 717;  They  are  now,  for  the  firft  time,  p^ 
ceiYcd  into  a  colbjaior  cf  claOical  EngUfh  poetry. 
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They  were  in  high  reputadoa  with  hit  cootemponries,  smd  for  many  yeart  afterwards^  thpngb 
they  arc  fcarcely  known  at  prcfcnt.  They  hare  been  praiied  by  Leland,  Sydney,  Tubervillc,  Put- 
tenham.  Churchyard,  and  Drayton,  atid  in  more  recent  times  by  Dryden,  Waller,  Fenton,  and  Pope* 
They  merit  attention  equally  as  compofitions  of  real  and  inuinfic  merit,  and  as  objeAs  of  curioiity.    ' 

They  are  chiefly  amatory  and  fcntimental;  bat  in  elegance  of  fentiment,  and  in  nature  and  fenii-< 
bili(y,  they  ar«  e^l  to  the  bed  love  verfes  in  our  language ;  and  in  harmony  of  numbers,  perfpicui? 
ty  of  exprefBon,  and  fsicility  of  phrafeology,  they  approach  (6  near  the  produ&ions  of  the  prefent  age, 
that  they  will  hardly  be  bcKcved  to  have  been  produced  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

Bat  Surrey  was  not  merely  the  poet  of  idl^ncft  and  gallantry.  He  was  fitted,  both-  ttotti'  flattire" 
and  ftudy,  for  the  more  folid  and  laborious  parts  of  literature.  He  trapilated  the  od  and  4th  booka 
of  the  .fineid  into  blank  verfe,  which  are  the  fird  compofitions  extant,  in  that  meafure,  in  the  Engliih 
language.  They  were  printed  in  155  7,  x  imo ;  but  the  book  is  fo  extremely  fcarcc,  that  a  copy  could 
not  be  procured  for  this  edition'  of  bis  works.  He  wrota  many  other  poems,  which  were  never  pub- 
'BIhed,  and  are^  now  perhaps  entirely  lofil  He  tfomfiated  the  Ecdefiaftes'  of  Solomon  inter  EflgiHh 
verfe.  He  alfo  tranfiated  a  few  of  the  Pfalms  into  metre.  Thefe  verfions  of  Scripture  ihew  that 
Jbc  was  a.  friend  to  the  Reformation.  Among  his  works  are  alfo  mentioned  a  poem  on  the  death  of 
hn  friend  the  Duke  of  iUckmond,  an  exhortation  to  thft  city  of  London,  a  tranflatioit  of  Boccaoe*s 
ep^leto  F^us,and  fcveral  Ltftiri  epifttes. 

^  An  his  biographer^,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Orford  and  Mr.  Warton,  have  been  lavtflx,  and  vfery 
jufUy,,  in  his  praile  ^  ht  merita  the  higheft  encomiums,  as  the  fird  refiner  of  our  language,  and' the 
vnrivallcd  ornament  of  his  age  .and  country,  and  challenges  the  gratitude  andeftecm  of  every  man 
"Of  literature,  for  tbfl  geAeroos  aflifiaoce  he  afforded  it  in  its  in&ncy,  and  his  ready  and  liboral  aftft. 
ance  to  all  lAtn  of  merit  in  his  time. 

His  poetical  chancer  isfo  elegantly  drawn  by  the  happy  pencil  of  Mr.  Warton,  as  to  remhfr  the 
bongling  after-ftrokes  of  a  cafual  hand  unneceflary. 

**  In  the  fonneu  of  Surrey,*'  fays  that  judicious  and  daffical  critic,  whofe  deatli  is  an  irreparable 
lofs  toSnglifli  literature,  **we  are  furprifed  to  find  notiiing  of  that  metaphyfical  caft,  which  marks 
the  Italian  poets,  his  fuppofied  mailers,  efpecially  Petrarch.  Surrey's  fentiments  are  for  the  mod 
part  natural  >tnd  unaffeAed;  arifing  from  hb  own  feelings,  and  didated  by  the  prefent  circumftances. 
His  poetry  is  alike  unembarrafied  by  learned  allufions,  or  elaborate  conceits.  If  he  copies  Petrarch, 
it  is  Petrarch's  beft  manner,  where  he  deicends  from  hii  Platonic  abfiradioiis,  his  refinements  of 
paffion,  his  exaggerated  compliments,  and  his  play  upon  opp<)fite  fentiments,  into  a  track  of  tender-  , 
neis,  fimplicity,  and  nature, 

**  Surrey,  for  his  juftnefs  of  thought,  corredtneis  of  ftyle,  and  purity  of  espreflion,  nuy  juftly  be 
pronounced  the  firft  Englifii  claffical  poet.  He  unqueftionably  is  the  firft  polite  writer  of  lova  vtr* 
fes  in  our  language." 

Vol.  I.  p  p 


THE  ORIGINAL  PREFACE. 
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T«AT  to  hmt  m^  written  $a  wrfe^  yn  and  in. 
I«^U  pvccUc^  dcfciT€th  ffC9t  prayfc  The 
worJLes  of  dyven  Latiocs^  Italians  and  other,  doc 
prove  fbffidedtly,  that  our  tong  it  aMe  in  that 
kyiklt-to  (toee'aafrayfc  woithc^  at  chc  raft,  tke 
Honorable  Style  of  the  Noble  Earl  of  Surrey,  aod 
the  weightincfl);  of  the  decf  vitted  ^yr  Thomat 
Wyat  the  Eldcrt  verfe,  with  fcveral  graces  in  fun- 
dry  good  Englifli  writert,  doe  (hoe  abundantly. 
It  t€fkttk  Howe  (gentle  reader)  tli»t  thoa  thynlK 
itJUOK  «vUdone»  to  imhlifli  to  the  hoiumir  of  the 
Engiylh  tong^  and  for  the  profit  of  the  ftudioufe 
^  ^^X^  floqueocci  tbo(c  Koorl^cf  whkhe  the 


uviiirmU  horders  vp  ol  foche  tfcafiwt,  hme  han^ 

tofore  eovyed  thee ;.  and  for  thit point  (good  read-- 
cr)  thyne  ewne  proilte  and  pleafure  in  thefe  pre» 
^dy,  and  in  no  hereafter  ihal!  annfwere  for  my 
doAmce.  It  perhapyti  hmt  myflykc  the  ftatd^ 
nefie  o|  ftyl*  vemmtd  fyom.  the  rode  flcytt  ef 
oeramon  earet :  I  ajQ(  heipe  of  the  learned  to  de» 
fcnde  thyre  learned  frend  the  autbore  of  tina 
woorke,  aod  f  ethorte  the  unlearned  by  reading 
-to  kame  to  be  more  iiyllfutt^  and  to  pntgc  that 
Mnelik^  ^oficDcfTc  that  maketh.  the  fmpsL  !«► 
fcroine  not  to  fncU  to  Uvsyr  4al^g]bit«' 


SONGES   AND   SONNEtTMB. 


Defcriffhti  •fthe  rffilc/sJhU  of  a  Lover,  toitb  Sirie  t» 
bii  iuM^i  to  nu  ea  hu  dkng  hart. 

Tan  $vttmt  haib  twyfc  brought  fourth  hiiceiulflt' 

greiif, 
Twyfe  cUddc  the  ^rth  in  lyvely  Ittftinefie ; 
Onca  h«ve  the  wyndei  the  trets  dyrpoled  ckDe» 
Afi4o«ce  agaync  begyonct  thcyr  croelnciTe, 
Synce  I  have  hyd  under  my  breft  the  hanne, 
That  never  (bail  recover  bealthfuliiefle. 
The  wyatcrshurt  recovers  with  the  wanne. 
The  ptfchedgrene  reftofed  is  with  fikade : 
What  waraKh,  alas !  may  fcrve  for  to  dyfa^ihe 
The  froieo  hart  that  finyne  Mfiame  bath  made  ? 
What  colde  agayce  is  allc  to  reftore 
My  fre(h  grene  yearrs,  that  wither  thus  and  Mt, 
Alas!  I  §ct  toothing  has  hurt  fo  fore 
jftot  tytne,  in  tymc  reduceth  a  returOe : 
1q  tyaie  myhartne  encreafeth  more  and  more 
Acd  fcemes  to  have  itiy  cure  ailwaycs  in  fcome^ 
8inu)ge  kindcs  of  death,  in  lyfe  that  I  doe  trye 
At  hand  to  nnelt,  farre  of  in  iame  to  buroe  : 
And  lyke  a*  tyme  lyft  to  my  cure  ap{)l>-c. 
So  doth  eche  place  my  comfort  clem  refufe. 
All  things  alive,  that  feeth  the  heavens  with  eye, 
With  cloke  of  night  may  cover  a  »  excufe 
Itftlf  froin  travayle  of  the  daycs  uureft. 
Save  I,  alas!  agaiuA  all  others  nfc 
That  then  fiyrre  up  the  tormcntes  of  my  breafte ; 
And  curfe  eche  iUrre  as  caufer  of  my  face  : 
And  when  the  fun  hath  eke  the  darke  oppreft. 
And  brought  the  day,  it  doth  nothing  abate 
The  travayles  of  myae  endlefs  fmarre  and  payne : 
J%)r  then  as  one  a*  hath  the  light  in  hate, 
1  wi(h  for  night  more  covertly  to  plaync 
And  me  withdrawe  fi'otn  fvevy  haunc«d  pliQiS^ 
l^fk  by  my  chere  my  cbauncc  ilppesre  to  playne, 
To  fecke  the  place  wheio  i  my  felf  had  loft| 
And  in  my  mynJe  t  mcafare  pact  by  pace, 
'2'hat  day  that  I  was  tjuigled  ia  the  lace. 
In  femyng  flacke  that  knitted  ever  moft  ; 
Biit  never  yet  the  travayll  of  my  th^ifight 
Of  better  (late,  could  cmche  a  caufe  ro  boft  s 
For  if  1  fouiide  fometime  that  I  have  fought, 
Thofe  Oeires  by  whom  I  trufied  ol  the  port. 
My  fayles  do  fall,  and  I  advaun^e  rifht  nought^ 
As  ai^krcd  M,  my  fprites  4o  ^  ttfyn 


To  (land  agt^zed,  &nd  fink  io  tntrt  and  thore  : 

The  dcradly  harme  which  he  doth  take  in  fporc   , 

1.0 !  if  I  fcek,  how  I  do  find  my  fore ! 

And  if  I  flee,  1  caf y  with  mc  (1^11 

The  venftVncd  fliaft  which  doth  hyi  force  feftotc 

By  hail  of  flight,  and  I  may  plague  my  flli 

Unto  my  felf,  imlcf«  thii  carefuil  fong 

Print  in  your  hart  fome  parcrll  of  my  teoe 

For  t  alas !  in  filence  all  tbo  long 

Of  myne  olde  hurt,  yet  fcele  the  wotmd  but  grebe? 

Rue  on  my  lyfc,  of  tlfc  your  cruel  wronge 

Shall  well  appearc  and  by  iiiiy  death  be  feoe. 


Drftr^Mt  tf  SprlHj^  vAertin  iibk  thikg  rtkrwesi 
Jave  kmly  tbt  Lo^, 

Tbc  (bote  fcafon  that  bud^  ahd  blobme  fourtH 

bringes, 
Wth  grcnc  hath  cladde  the  hyll.and  eke  the  valc^ 
1  he  nightingall  with  feth^r.i  new  (he  ilogcs; 
The  turtle  too  her  mate  hath  icid  her  talc  ; 
Somcr  \%  tome,  for  every  fpray  now  fpringes. 
The  h^tt  hath  hung  hys  olde  head  6i1  the  pale  ; 
Th^bucke  in^brake  his  wifatcr  coate  he  fiycgci} 
*f  he' fifties  flcte  with  ncwe  rcpayrcd  fcale : 
The  adder  all  her  flough  away  Ihe  ilyngcs, 
Tht  fwrft  fwall6w  purfucth  tbe  flycs  fmalle. 
The  bufy  bee  her  honey  how  {hcmynges; 
Winter  is  wornc  that  ViTfs  the  flolzres  ball. 
And  thus  1  (ee  among  thefe  picafant  thynges 
Eche  care  decayes,  aod  yet  my  fortow  fpryrt^c*. 


befeHpcwi  •/the  rtJlUfi  fjiale  b/a  Zovfr, 

'Wktit  youth  had  led  itie  halftf  the  hice. 
That  Cupi^es  fcourge  had  nfade  the  runnet 
i  lor)kcd  hack  ^o  meet  the  place^ 
frxm  whence  my  weary  courfe  beguile  : 
And  then  I  faw  howe  my  dcfyre 
Mifguidiiig  me  had  ted  the  waye, 
Myde  eync  to  greedy  of  they  re  byre, 
Had  made  mc  lofe  a  better  prcy^ 
^or  vt'hen  in  fights  t  (petit  the  day;  . 
I  Afid  CQUld  not  cloake  my  grief  ilith  ga|rtf^^ 
Fpi} 
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The  boyltfl^  fmoke  dyd  ftill  bewray, 

The  prefenr  heate  of  fee  ret  flame  : 

And  when  fak  tearet  do  bayne  my  bread. 

Where  loTe  hit  pleafent  traniet  hath  fowen. 

Her  beauty  hath  the  fmyte^  oppreft, 

£re  that  the  buddea  were  fprooge  and  Uowim. 

And  when  myne  eyen  dyd  itill  purfue, 

like  flying  chafe  of  theyrc  requelt ; 

Theyrc  greedy  looks  dyd  oft  renew. 

The  (lydden  wounde  within  my  brelle. 

"When  erery  lokc  thefc  cheekes  might  (layne» 

Faom  dedly  pale  to  glowing  red ; 

.By  outward  fignes  appeared  playne. 

To  her  for  hclpe  my  lurt  was  fled. 

Bat  all  to  late  love  leameth  me. 

To  paynt  all  kynd  of  colours  new; 

To  biynd  theyre  eyes  that  elfe  fliould  fee 

My  fpeckled  chekes  with  Cupidi^  hew. 

Aijd  now  the  covert  breft  I  clame. 

That  worftiit  Copidc  fceretcly ; 

And  nouriflied  hys  facred  flame, 

Ppm  whence  no  blairing  fparkes  do  flye. 


•       DefcrSptioK  of  the  fckU  Aff>3iens,  PoMgs^  tmd 
SUigbUt  9/  Love, 

Sue  n^  wayward  wayes  hath  Love,  that  mod  part 

in  diicord 
Our  willes  do  fland,  whereby  our  hartet  but  fcl- 

dom  do  accord : 
Decytc  is  hyt  ddighte,  and  to  begyle  and  mock^ 
llie  fimplehartcs  who  he  doth  lirike  with  froward 

divers  ftroke. 
He  caofeth  th'  one  to  rage  with  golden  burning 

darte,  [hartc. 

And  doth  alay  with  leaden  cold,  again  the  others 
Whbfe  glcamcs  of  burning  fyre  and  eafy  fparkes 
'  of  flame,  [ame 

In  balance  of  unequal  weyght  he  pondereth  by 
From  eafye  ford  wheie  I  m)ghte  wade  and  pa£i 

full  well, 
Hfe  me  withdrawes  and  doth  mc  drive,  into  a  dcpc 

darkheU: 
And  me  witholdes  wliere  I  am  calde  and  oflred 

place, 
^  And  willes  me  that  my  mortal  foe  I  do  befekc 

of  grace; 
If  e  Icytes  me  to  purfue  a  conqucft  welnere  wonne 
Td*foUowe  where  my  paynes  were  loft,  ere  that 

my  fute  begunne.  {rurne 

So  by  this  means  1  know  how  foon  a  hart  may 
Prom  warre  to  peace,  from  truce  to  ftqfc,  and  fo 

» "^a^ayne  retume. 
I  know  how  to  content  my  felf  in  others  hift. 
Of  litjle  ftuff*e  unto  my  fclf  to  weave  a  wcbbe  of 

*  truft : 
And  how  to  hyde  my  harmes  with  folc  dylTcm- 

blyng  chere 
Whan  in  my  face  jthc  painted  thoughtcs  wou*d 

out^ajrdly  apptare.  [dred 

T  know  how' that  the  bloud  forfakt-s  the  face  for 
^nd  how  by  (bame  in  fiayncs  agayne  the  chckts 

v  it)i  fl.anynj;  rti  : 
3 


I  know  under  the  grene,  the  ttrpeni  how  he  lorkei : 
The  hammer  of  the  reilkit  forge  I  wote  eke  how 

itvrorkes. 
I  know,  and  can  by  roate  the  tale  that  I  woolde  teQ 
But  ofte  the  woordes  came  fourth  mwryc  of  his 

that  loveth  well. 
I  know  in  heate  and  colde  the  lortr  how  he  (hake% 
lo  fyngeing  how  he  doth  complayoe,  to  flecpiog 

how  he  virakes 
Tolanguifli  without  ache,  fickclefle  for  to  confome, 
A  thoufand  thynges  for  to  devyfe,  refolTynge  of 

his  fume ;  [fere 

And  though  he  lyfle  to  fee  his  kdyes  grace  foB 
Such  pieafures  as  delyght  his  eye,  do  not  hia  hekbe 

reftore. 
I  know  to  feke  the  trade  of  my  defyred  foe. 
And  fere  to  fynde  that  1  do  feek,  but  chiefly  this 

I  know,  [kived. 

That  lovers  muft  tranfourme  into  the  tkyoge  be» 
And  live  (alas !  who  would  beliere  ?)  with  ifsiae 

from  lyfe  removed. 
I  knowe  in  harty  fighesand  laughters  bf  the  fplecne. 
At  once  to  chaunge  my  ftate,  my  will,  and  eke 

my  colour  dene. 
I  know  how  to  deceyve  my  felf  wythe  others  hdpe. 
And  how  the  If  on  chailifed  is,  by  beatynge  of  the 

whelpe. 
In  flandynge  nere  the  fyre,  I  know  how  that  I  freafe; 
Farre  of  1  bume,  in  bothe  1  wafle,  and  fo  my  lyfe 

lleei;^.  [myodc, 

I  know  how  Love  doth  rage  upon  a  ytylding 
How  finallc  a  nete  may  take  and  mafe  ^  harte  Si ' 

gentle  kynde  : 
Or  elfe  with  feldom  fwete  to  feafoo  hepes  of  gall. 
Revived  with  a  glympfe  of  grace  old  forrows  ta 

let  fall.  [Love, 

The  hydden  trayne«  T  know,  and  fecrtt  foarcs  of 
How  foone  a  loke  wilt  prynte  a  thoaghte  that  ne- 
ver r*ay  remove.  [welJie 
The  flypper  fiate  I  knowe,  the  fodein  tumes  from 
The  doubtfoll  hope,  the  certaioe  wooc,  and  fare 
dcfpaired  hethe. 


The  Complalntc  of  a  Laver  that  defed  Love^  and  «j> 
hy  Love  cfler  the  more  totmentfd. 

Wbin  fomer  tookc  in  hande  the  wyftter  to  afsyl^ 
With  force  of  myghtc  and  vyrtuc  gretc,  his  ftwmy 

blafts  to  quaile : 
And  when  he  clothed  fayre  the  earthe  about  wjt3*c 

grene. 
And  every  tree  new  garmented,  that  pleafare  w« 

to  fene  t  ^ 

Mbe  hart  gan  new  revive,  and  changed  blood  did 

Me  tr>  withflrawe  my  wynter  woes,  that  keptc 

wyth-n  the  dur. 
Abrode,  quod  my  defyre,  aflay  to  fet  thy  fofe. 
Whcrt  tJjou  (bait  fynde  ^Jtic  favour  fweete,  fcr 

fprong^  is  every  rote 
And  to  thy  hekhe  if  thou  were  fycke  in  any  cafe 
Nothing  more  p^ood,than  in  the  fprynge  the  ayrc 

to  fsle  a  place  : 
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There  fhalt  thou  heare  and  fee  alkyode  of  Byrdes, 

ywroaght 
VTcl  tune  theyie  voyce,  with  warble  £mal,  as  na- 
ture hath  them  tought.  [leaye. 
Thus  pricked  me  my  luil  the  fluggi(h  houfe  to 
And  for  my  helthe  I  thoughte  it  l^ft,  fuch  coun 

fel  to  receave  : 
So  on  a  morrow  furth,  unwift  of  any  wyghte, 
I  went  to  prove  how  well  it  wouide,  my  hery 

burden  lyghte : 
And  when   I  felt  the  ayre,  fo  pleafant  round 

aboutc;  [gotten  out. 

l^rde  to  my  felfe  how  glad  I  was,  that  1  had 
There  myght  I  fee  how  Ver  had  every  bloflbme 

icnt,  [they  went ; 

And  eke  the  new  betrothed  byrdet  y  coapled  how 
And  in  thyre  fonges  ^e  thought,  they  thanked 

nature  much. 
That  by  her  lycence  al  that  yere,  to  Love  theyre 

hcpe  was  fuch : 
Right  as  they  could  devife  to  chofe  them  trees 

throughout, 
Wyth  much   reyoyng  to  theyr  Lord^  thus  flew 

they  all  about.  [ceave, 

Wbyche  when  1  gan  refolve,  and  in  my  head  con- 
What  plealant  lyfe,  what  heap>  of  joy,  thofe  little 

birdes  receave. 
And  faw  in  what  eilate  I  wearyman  was  wroughte. 
By  want  of  that  they  had  at  will,  and  I  refcet  at 

nought:  , 

Lord,  how  I  gan  in  wrath!  unwifely  me  demeane! 
1  curled  Love,  and  hym  defied,  1  thoughte  to  turne 

the  ftreame: 
But  when  I  well  behelde,  he  had  me  under  awe, 
I-aflced  mercy  for  my  faulte,  that  fo  tranfgrefl  his 

lawe. 
Thou  blinded  God  (quod  I)  forgive  methisofl*ence. 
Unwittingly  I  went  about  to  malice  thy  pretence  : 
Wherewith  he  gave  a  beckt,  and  thus  medioughte 

he  fwore, 
Thy  forrow  ought  fnffice  to  purge  thy  laulte  if  it 

were  more : 
The  virtue  of  which  found,  mine  hart  did  fo  revive. 
That  I  raethought  was  made  as  whoale,  a*  any 

man  alive, 
Bot  here  I  may  perceve,  myne  error  and  all  and 

fome,  [ftill  undone  : 

For  that  1  thought  that  fo  it  was,  yet  was  it 
And  al  that  wasno  more  but  mine  eiprefled  mynde, 
That  fain  wou*d  have  fome  good  reliefe,  of  Cu* 

pid  well  affigned. 
I  tamed  home  forthwith,  and  might  perceyve  k 

well,  [rebel 

That  he  agreved  was  right  fore,  with  me  for  my 
My  hannes  have  ever  fince  encreafed  more,  and 

more,  [evermore. 

And  I  remaind  -without  his  heipe,  undone  for 
A  mirror  let  me  be  unto  ye  lovers  all ;  [befalL 
Strive  not  with  Love,  for  if  ye  do,  it  will  ye  thus 


}.ovc  that  liveth,  and  raigneth  in  my  thought. 
That  bmlt  his  feat  within  my  native  brcft 


Clad  in  the  armes,  wherein  with  mb  he  fouc^t. 
Oft  in  my  face  he  doth  his  banner  reft. 
She  that  methought  to  love,  and  fuffer  pain. 
My  doubtful!  hope,  and  eke  my  hot  defire. 
With  fliamfdl  cloke  to  ihadowe  and  reftrain. 
Her  fmiling  grace  converteth  (Iraight  to  ire. 
And  cowred  l^osc  then  to  the  hart  apace 
Taketh  his  flight,  whereas  he  lurkesandplaines. 
His  purpofe  loft,  and  dare  not  fliewe  his  face. 
For  my  Loves  gilt  thus  faultlefs  bide  I  paincs. 
Yet  from  my  Love  ihall  not  my  foOte  remove 
Swete  IS  his  deth,  that  takes  bis  end  by  Love. 


CcmpUint  efibe  Lover  Difdained, 

Im  Ciprus  ((fringes  whereas  dame  Venus  dwelt,    ' 
A  well  fo  bote,  that  who  fo  taikes  the  fame ; 
Were  he  of  ftone,  as  chawed  yfe  ibouid  mek,-       < 
And  kindlede  finde  his  breft  with  fired  flame. 
Whofe  moyft  poiion  diiOTolved  hath  my  hate,        « 
This  creping  fire  my  cold  lims  fo  oppteft;  ' 

That  in  the  hart  that  harboide  fredome  late, 
Endlelfe  defpayre  long  thraldomc  hath  impteib.    • 
An  other  fo  colde^in  Iroacn  yfe  is  founde, 
Whofe  chilling  venom  of  repugnant  kinde ; 
The  fervent  heat  doth  quenche  of  Cupides  wounde 
And  with  the  fpoted  change  infedes  the  minde  ; 
Whereof  my  dere  hath  tailed  to  my  pamc. 
My  iervice  thus  is  grown  into  difdaine. 


JDefcription  amd  Praife  cfhlt  Love  Ge Ra U>  I N  e.     . . 

FaoM  Tofcane  came  my  Ladies  worthy  race, 
Faire  Florence  wasiomctime  her  auncicnt  fcate  :  ' 
The  Weflem  Yle  whofe  pleafant  fliorc  doth  fiace  . 
Wild  Cambers  clifs,  did  geve  her  lyui ./  hcdlc :     , 
FoUered  flie  was,  with  milke  of  irilhe  brcll : 
Her  fire,  an  erle,  her  dame,  of  princes  blood ; 
From  tender  yercs,  in  Britaine  Ihc  doth  reft. 
With  kinges  childe,  where  ihe  taftcth  coftly  foode. 
Honfdon  did  firft  prefent  her  to  myne  yien  : 
Bright  is  her  hewe,  and  Geraldinc  ihe  hight, 
Hampton  me  taught,  to  wiihe  her  firft  for  mine. 
And  Windior,  alas,  doth  chafe  me  from  her  fight. 
Her  beauty  of  kinde,  her  vertue  from  above, 
I^appy  is  he,  tLat  can  obtain  her  Love. 


«     Tte/railtye,  aitd  hurtftilmei  of  Beavtie. 

Bkittli  beautie  that  nature  made  fo  fraile. 
Whereof  the  gift  is  fmall,  and  fliort  the  feafon ; 
Flowring  to  day,  to  morowe  apt  to  faile. 
Tickled  treafuic,  aUiorrcd  of  reafon  : . 
Dangerous  to  dealc  with,  vaine  of  none  availe, 
Coflly  in  keeping,  pail  not  worthe  two  peafon ; 
Slipper  in  flicUng,  as  is  an  cles  taik ; 
Harde  to  attain,  once  gotten  not  geaibn. 
Jewell  cf  jcopardie,  that  peril  doth  ailaille, 
Fsi£»  &&d  vntiewe,  enticed  «h  to  trcalon » 

i>ri.j 
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Enemy  to  youth,  that  moft  may  I  bewaille  { 
Ah  bitter  fwcte !  tnfediog  at  the  poyfon, 
Thoo  (areft  aa  frute,  that  with  the  froft  it  U}i9n, 
tf  o  day  redy  npe»  t9  oiorow  ai  tct  ihak^n. 


A  Cmfimimi  hym^rftbe  Lroer  mtfi  BAvmL 

Alas  !  fo  al  thioges  now  doc  holde  theire  peace, 

Heaven  and  ei^rth  difturbed  in  npthing ; 

The  bcafiet,  the  ayer,  thf  birdes  ^eir  fong^  doe 

leafc, 
The  nijrhtet  chare  the  ftarcs  aboute  doth  bringe  : 
Calme  it  the  fea,  the  wanes  wqrke  \c^c  and  iclTe. 
So  am  not  I,  whome  ^ove  alas  doth  Wfi^g, 
Bringing  before  my  face  the  great  encrp afe 
^)f  my  delires,  whereas  I  wepe  and  fing, 
!a  joy  and  wo,  as  in  a  doubtful  caie. 
For  my  fwete  thoughts,  fome  tyme  doe  plcafoire 

bring; 
But  by  and  by,  the  caufe  of  my  difeafe, 
Geves  me  a  pang,  that  inwardly  dotii  Hinge ; 
'When  that  I  thinke  what  grief  it  i«  againc, 
ToMve  and  Ucke  the  thing  ihoald  ritklc  my  pain. 


MvvieAethitt^t/avgthe  Lover  in  Springs  RnnueA  h 
pUafure* 

When  Windfor  wallcs  fuftcined  my  wearied  arme. 
My  hande,  my  chin,  to  cafe  my  re lllcfrc  hed, 
"^c  pleafant  plot  rcueftcd  grc<?n  with  warme, 
The  blollbmd  bowes  with  lufty  Ver  yQprcd  : 
The  floured  meadcs,  the  wedded  byfdcs  fo  late, 
Myne  eyes  difcoucr,  and  to  m>  niyndc  rt forte 
The  ioly  woc»,  the  Iiatelrfle  (hort  4ebatf, 
The  rakehell  lyfc,  that  longer  to  loucs  difportc, 
Wherewith',  ala>,  the  hfauy  charge  of  care 
Heppt  in  my  breft,  brcakcs  fourth  aguynft  my  wyll, 
In  fmoky  fightes  that  oiierca,ft  the  ayre, 
My  rapor'd  eyes  fuch  drearly  tcarc»  dyfllU. 
*i'hc  tender  fpring  whichc  quicken,  where  they  fall, 
And  I  halfe  bent  to  thrqwe  mc  downe  withalf. 


Complaimt  th^  hyt  Latfy  ^fterjhi  k  tvf  9f  hy  Lfvc, 
k9pt  her  fate  atto^fys  by^tlfrvm  iym. 

I  NEvca  fewe  my  L^dy  laye  aparr. 
Her  cornet  blacke,  in  coldc  nor  yet  in  hcatf , 
Sith  f)rfl  file  knewmygriefewasgrovcn  to  greate, 
Whyche  other  fancies  dry  veth  from  my  harte 
That  to  my  fclfc  I  do  the  thought  rci'tx^^, 
Ti;c  whyche  unwarcs  dyd  wcuod  my  woeful  breft, 
But  on  her  face  myne  eyes  mought  never  rcA : 
Yet  fyncc  (he  knew  I  dyd  her  love  and  fcrvc. 
Her  gi'liicn  trcfTes  cladde  aflMf^y  with  blacke | 
Her  fmyleyng  lookcs  that  had  thus  evcrrnorc. 
And  that  rcftrayncs  which  I  deGre  {o  fcrc  : 
So  doth  this  cornet  goveme,  me  alacke ! 
In  fummer  fun,  in  winters  l^eathe,  a  frofte. 
Whereby  c  t'.^  lyghtc  of  her  fayre  lookes  I  loiL 


A  rewe  t$  hve  ftiitl{fuUy  l(guff*euer  he  ie  revf^rJeJ, 

Sit  me  ipvhcreas  the  ibnne  doth  parch  the  grene, 
Or  where  his  beam*  do  not  dylTolvc  the  yfe. 
In  tempet^te  be^t,  ^bere  he  is  (clt,  and  ftne, 
Jn  prefence  prcft  of  f  cop)c,  maddc,  cr  ^ife ; 
ytt  me  in  hyc,or  yet  iu  lowc  dc«cc. 
In  longcft  night,  or  in  the  (horteil  duy ; 
In  clcatcift  ikye,  9r  where  cloudcs  thickeft  be. 
In  luiiy  youth,  or  when  my  hears  are  grave : 
Set  me  in  heaven,  m  earth,  os  clfc  in  hell. 
In  hyll  qt  dal^,  or  19  the  ibamipg  fiood ; 
Thrail,  or  at  large,  alyve  wbcrcTo  I  dwttl, 
Sicke,or  in  heUhe,  in  evyll  fame  or  good; 
Hers  will  I ,  e^-apd  qnly  vyith  ihi-  thought. 


Requ^  /#  bjs  Love  U  ieytte  BouHtk  wt^  Brnvij^ 

The  golden  gyft  that  Nature  dyd  thee  ge^. 
To  fallen  frendeit  and  feed  them  at  tky  will ; 
With  foonne  and  favour,  taoght  me  to  believe. 
How  thou  arte  made  to  flioweher  greateA  (kylle : 
Whofe  hydden  vertuetare  not  Co  ooknowcn. 
But  ly  vely  dames  myghte  gather  at  the  fyr^e ; 
Where  bcau*y  f«  her  perftd^c  feede  hath  lewen. 
Of  afl  other  graces  folloin^nedes,  there  mvft. 
Now  certes  Ladie,  fynce  all  thyt  is  true. 
That  from  ab(*ve  thy  gyftes  are  thus  ele^ ; 
X>o  m>t  deface  them  than  vryth  fanfiet  newe. 
Nor  chaunge  of  myndes  let  not  the  myudeizvkd: 
But  mercy  hymc  thy  ftende,  that  doth  thee  ferve, 
Who  feekes  always  tfayne  bpBoor  to  prei^ve. 


PryhfttT  m  IKtndftft  be  recemUeth  hit  p!ef/mre  there 

So  ^turU  prifoo^  howe  covld  betyde,  alas  - 
A*  proudc  Windfor  :  Where  I  in  Uift  and  joy, 
Wythe  a  kyngeflfisene.myehyldyihycrcsdydpalEe, 
In  greater  fcaft,  than  Piiams  ibnncs  of  Froye : 
Whest  edte  fwetc  place  returnes  a  taftfali  lower  : 
The  large  greiie  where  we  were  wont  to  trove, 
Wyth  eyes  call  up  into  the  Maydent  t^wer. 
And  cafy  fighes,  (uch  as  folkes  <ihaw  in  Love : 
The  lately  featet,  the  ladi^ii  bcigbte  of  hrwe  ; 
Ihe daunccs  ihort,  lor.g  tale%  of  grcate  4eKght 
Wyth  VToordet  and  kwkes,  thai  tygeracotrfd  bae 

fcwe. 
Where  eche  of  us  djd  pleade  the  others  ryghtc. 
Ihc  palmeplay;  where  deipoyled  for  tJie gflme. 
With  dared  eyes  oft  we  by  gleames  ol  love. 
Have  myft  the  ball,  and  gote  fifhte  oC  P«r  dame 
1^0  bay te  her  eyes,  whyche  kept  the  leads  above 
The  gravel  grounde,  wythe  fleves  tyde  00  the 

hrln:e  [hartes; 

On  fon-.yng  horie,  with  fwordea  aad  frendly 
Wythe  cheic  a^  though  one  (honld  another  whtlme 
Whiriwe  have  fooghf,  an  J  clizfcdoft  wythdirtci. 
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VIlH  £bef  itajp^  tht  made  yet  fprcade  lor 

nithe/ 
fa  aftiTes  garnet  of  nimbkiieft  ttoA  ttienph, 
'Where  wo  did  ftrayoe  trayned  with  fwBtnes  of 

yoathe 
Our  Under  iimmes,  that  yet  (hoc  up  ia  lengthe. 
The  fccratc  groi^es  which  oft  we  oudc  refouodc, 
Of  plesfant  pbyntv,  «nd  of  our  Licttet  pnyie, 
B^cordyog  oft  what  gnce  eche  one  had  fovnde, 
"What  ho^  of  fpede,  what  dreade  of  long  dclayet. 
TIkc  wyido  forreft,the  clothed  boles  with  gseae» 
^Vith  raynes  availed  and  fiviftly  bretthed  horfe ; 
VTyth  cry  of  faoimdes  aad«ierry  hbftes  betweae. 
Where  we  did  chale  the  fearcfbilunte  of  force. 
The   wyde  vales  eke,   that   harbordc  tia  eche 

oyghte, 
UTierewyth,  (alas)  revtveth  ki  my  brefte ; 
l^he  fwete  accorde,  fuch  flepea  as  yet  detyC, 
The  pleeiant  dreames  the  qoyet  bed  of  reft  ; 
The  fecrot  thoughtes  Imparted  with  fuch  truft, 
The  wanton  talke,  the  djnrers  chaoage  of  play e 3 
The  fnendihipfworne,  eche  promife  1^/rpt  fo  fad, 
'Wherewith  we  paft  the  winter  nyghte  away. 
And  wyth  thys  thooghte,  the  bloud  forfiikes  the 

face. 
The  teares  berayne  my  chekes  of  deadly  hewe, 
Tlie-  whyche  as  fbooe  as  fobbyng  ^ghes,  (aks !) 
Upfupped  have,  thus,  I  my  plvgrat  renewe: 
O  place  of  bltfle !  rc^iswet  of  my  woes  I 
Gite  me  accompt  where  is  my  noble  fef«» 
Whom  in  thywalles  thoa  doeft  eche  nyghte  en- 

Yo  other  kife,bat  mito  me  moft  dere  : 
£ccho  (alas !)  that  doth  my  forrow  rewe, 
Hemrns  thereto  a  hollowe  fooade  of  playnt ; 
Thus  I  alone,  where  all  my  freedome  grewe. 
In  pryfon  pyne,  withe  bondage  and  rcilraynt : 
And  wuh  remembrance  -of  the  greater  gricfe, 
To  baniih  the  ktte  1  fynd  my  chief  teliefe. 


o/iys  Lbvt^ 

WtfEM  rageyng  love  wych  extreme  psyne« 
Moft  cmetly  diOraynestny  harte; 
When  that  my  teares  as  floudes  of  tayne, 
Bear  wimeft  of  my  wofall  fesarte ; 
When  fighes  have  wafted  fo  my  breathe 
That  1  lye  at  the  poynt  of  deathe. 
f  call  to  myndc  the  aavy  greate, 
That  the  Grcckcs  brought  to  Troy  towne, 
And  how  the  boyfterous  wyndes  dyde  beate 
Thcyre  fiifpp€6,«nd  teM  thayre  faylesadowne; 
Tyll  AgamcnMony  daughters  bloode, 
Appeafed  the  ^oddeistiiat  thcna  witbftood : 
And  how  that  iii  thofe  ten  years  warre. 
Fall  many  a  bloody  dede  \»as  done ; 
And  many  a  Lorde  that  came  lull  farre, 
There  caoghu  his  bane  (alas !)  too  foone : 
And  many  a  good  knyghtc  overcome, 
ikfbrc  the  Grekes  had  Hdeane  wonne. 
Then  think  I  shus  fith  foch  repayre, 
^fi ion^  tync  vvoirc  cf  valiant  niennc, 
2 


Was  all  to  Wynne  a  lady  Biyre, 

Shall  I  not  learne  to  foffer  then  ? 

And  think  aoy  tyaM  well  fpeat  to  be; 

Serving  a  woorthier  wyghte  than  (he  f 

There&e  I  never  will  ropent, 

But  paynes  contented  ftyU  endure; 

For  like  as  when  ^oogh  winter  fpent. 

The  plealant  IjpryDge  ftraight  drarweth  in  ore. 

So  auer  raging  ftormes  of  care, 

JoyfoU  at  kaiph  may  be  ory  fare. 


CmapUiMt  tftbt  chfeme  ofbtr  Ltner  bcmg  up9h 

0  Happy  dames  that  may  embrace, ' 
Hie  fruite  of  your  delyghte; 

Help  to  bcwayle  the  woefall  cafe. 

And  eke  the  heavy  plyghte 

Of  me  that  wonted  to  reioyce. 

The  fortune  t>f  my  pleaftme  choice  : 

'Good  ladyes  helpe  to  fill  my  mourning  voice. 

In  ihippe  freighte  wythe  remembrannce  - 

Of  thoughtes  and  nlealnres  paft. 

He  fayles  that  hath  govlraaunce; 

My  life  while  it  will  laft. 

With  fcalding  fighes  for  lacke  of  gale, 

Fuvderyng  hys  hope  that  is  his  fayle, 

Toward  me,  the  fwete  port  of  hys  avayle. 

Alail  bov^  oft  in  dreams  (fee 

Thofe  eyes  that  were  my  foode, 

Whych  &metyme  fo  delyted  me 

Tliat  yet  they  do  me  goode : 

Wherewith  I  wak  Wythe  his  returne. 

Whole  abfcat  flame  dvd  malce  roe  bum. 

But  when  1  fvnde  the  4acke,  X^ord^how  I  tiMtimet 

When  other  lovers  in  armes  acroile, 

Reioyce  their  encchyfe  dely^t^ 

Drowned  in  tearek  to  mourne  n^y  kifle 

1  ftand  the  bytttr  nyghte 

In  my  window  where  I  may  fee 

Before  the  wyndes  how  the  doudes  iet 

Lq  !  what  a  mariner  4ove  hath  made  me. 

And  in  greoe  waves  when  the  fait  floode 

Doth  ryfe  by  rage  of  wynde, 

A  thoufand  fanfies  in  that  mood 

Aflayle  my  reftletfe  mjnde  : 

Alas !  how  drencheth  my  fWet  (b 

That  wytk  the  fpoyleof  my  hatt  did  fO^ 

And  left  me,  (but  alas  I)  why  did  he  fo  I     ^ 

And  when  the  feas  were  calmeagayne,         » 

To  chace  from  mc  annoye, 

My  doubtful  hope  doth  caufe  my  playne, 

So  drede  cuts  of  my  loyc. 

Thus  in  my  wea|ch  myngled  with  woe, 

And  of  eche  thought  a  dbuk  doth  growe 

Now  he  comes \  w>U  he  come  i  alas !  itel 


CeafLiat  ^  a  dptig  Znw  re/yfiJ  «/«•  iyi  Zadyi* 

Jtffidt  m^aklng  ofb^  t  wfjfyii* 
In  wynters  iuft  rctume,  when  B^eai^n  hit 

raygnc,  t 
And  every  tree  unclothed  f:vft»  as  naiuie  tooght 
them  rb;«e  : 

P  piiii 


<e« 


THE  WORKS    OF   SURREY. 


In  mjfky  morning  darke,  as  (hepe  are  then  in 

holdc, 
I  hyde  nae  faft,  it  fat  me  on,  my  ihepe  for  to  un- 

folde. 
And  as  it  i%  a  thynge  that  lorers  have  by  fyttes. 
Under  a  palmel  heard  one^cry,  as  he  had  loft  hys 

wittcs. 
Whafe  voice  did  ringe  fo  (hrfU  in  ntterynge  of 

hysplaynt, 
That  I  amazed  was  to  heare,  how  lore  coulde  hym 

attaynt, 
Ah !  wretched  man  (quod  he^  come  deatii  and 

ryd  thys  woe ; 
A  iaft  reward,  a  happy  efid,  if  it  may  chaunce 

thee  foe. 
Thy  pleafures  paft,  have  wrought  thy  wee  with* 

out  redreife ; 
If  thou  hadft  never  felt  no  loy^thy  fmar^  had  heep 

the  Icffe. 
And  rechleffe  of  hys  lyfe,  he  gan  both  figh  and 

grone, 
A  mefull  thynge  methought  it  was  to  here  hym 

make  fuch  mone 
Thou  curfed  pen  layd  hc^  wo  worthe  the  byrde 

ihe  bare, 
The  man,  the  knyfe,  and  all  that  made  thee,  wp 

be  to  thyrc  ihare  : 
Wo  worth  the  tyme  and  place,  where  I  could  £9 

endyte, 
And  wo  be  it  yet  once  agayne,  the  pen  that  fo 

can  wryte. 
Unhappy  hand !  it  had  been  happy  tyme  for  me, 
If  when  to  w^yte  thou  learned  fyr£te,  unjoynted 

hadA  thou  be. 
Thn$  curfed  he  hinifelf,  and  every  other  wyght^, 
Save  her  alooe  whom  love   him  bound  to  ierve 

both  day  andnyght. 
Wbyche  when  I  heard  and  faw,  hoyr  he  hymfelf 

foredyd 
A^;ainft  the  groiii^  with  bloody  firok^s,  hymfelf 

even  thereto  rid ;    ' 
Had  beeo  my  hart  of  flynt  it  mud  have  melted 

though, 

7or  in  my  lyfe  I  ^^''^Jfjt  ^"'^^  ^^  ^"^^  ^^  ^^* 
Wyth  teares  fMfdbrj^l^^dKUe,  I  raihely  to  him 

And  in  mj:MhU;^\  capg&i%ym  fail,  and  thus  } 

What  w^j^  ^^^^'^>j£m«  *^*^  *°  ^"'^  heavy 

TonActtBrthy  fme  liS^Xuch  dcfpyte  here  in 

*iysdeier^pU^^^ 
Wh^rSv^^th  as  fllj&yfte,  fblfylde  with  ire  and 

HejMxon  vncJ^S|Q4pO^'^  ^^^  colour  pale 

Nfewjat fct IBoifXquoalftftlJat  m  thys  heavy 
Doeft  tynde  me  hei*ei  woft  iw'crfuU  wretch,  that 
yit    \   W*  ^**N  MVdcfpight  K  ,\ 
/■    Tm Tquibd  I)  but  poSreaiSd ijwjjle  in  degree, 
Ajfl^heardJfjyharge  I  haf eli^  tande,  unworthy 
•  *  ^bthoQgh^l^i-     .••*'*:  «  ^. 
^  T^HIf  ^^^^  ^^  ^"HJ  fig^c  »  though  the  flcye 
^Srp^ovM  fall,  ^  S      •  -^i  [he  call  : 

JK  Joud  alas  he  (hryked  qI^^s^  ihephcard  gan  I 


i.^' 


Come  bye  thee  fail  at  ones,  and  prynt  it  io  tby 

hart. 
So  thou  (hall  know,  and  I  (hall  tell,  thy  gyltlcflSi 

how  I  fmart. 
Hys  backe  agaynUe  the  tree  fore  fecbkd  all  virythe 
■     faynte  ' 

Wyth  weary  fprite,  he  ftretcht  hym  up,  and  thus 

be  |old  hys  plaint :  ' 

Once  in  my  hartc  (quod  he)  it  channccd  me  to 

love 
Such  one  in  whonie  hath   aatttre  wroogbt  her 

cunning  lor  to  prove  : 
And  fore  1  cawiot  fay  but  many  ycres  were  fpem. 
With  foch  good  will  fo  recompenft,  as  both  we 

were  content. 
Where  to  (hew  Tme  bounde,  and  (he  lykewife  alfo. 
The  funpe  (hould  robe  hys  cour(e  awiry  ere  we 

thys  £ayth  foregoe. 
Who  joyed  then  but  I  f  who  hadde  thys  worldcs 

'    blyfle? 
Who  myghte  compare  a  lyfe  to  myne  that  never 

thought  00  this  ? 
But  dwellyng  in  thys  truth,  amid  my  greateft  joy. 
It  me  betalled  a  greater  lofie  then  Priam  had  o£ 

Troy ; 
She  is  revcrfed  cleane  ^d  beareth  me  io  hand* 
Th^t  my  defer  tea  have  geven  caufc  to  breke  thyi 

faythful  band. 
And  for  my  juft  ejreufe  avayleth  no  defence  : 
Now  knoweft  thou  all,  I  can  no  more,  bat  (hep- 

l^eard  hye  thee  hence;   .    .    *  Uyv^ 

And  gave  him  leave  to  dye,  that  may  do  longer 
Whofe  record  to  i  daimc  to  have,  my  death  1  do^ 

forgeve;  ' 

And  ^ke  when  I  am  gone,  be  bold  to  fpeake  it 

pUyne, 
Thou  ha(k  (een  dye  the  trueft  maq  that  ever  love 

dydpayne.  • 

Wherevfith  he  tumde  hym  rouode,  and  gafping 

oft  for  breath, 
Into  his  armes  a  tree  he  caught,  and  (ayd  welcome 

my  death 
Welcome  a  tlioufaod  fold,  now  dearer  tfHto  me 
Than  (hould  without  her  love  to  live,  an  cmpc* 

rour  t*i  be. 
I'hus  iq-this  wofull  (late  he  yeld^  up  the  goft,   ' 
And  little  knoweth  his  ladye,  what  a  lovei  (he 

Vth  loflL  [nght 

Whofe  death  when  1  beheld,  no  marvel  was  it 
For  pitic  though  my  heart  dyd  blcde,  to  fee  (b 

piteous  fight. 
My  bloud  from  hcate  tp  cold  oft  chaungcd  wofi* 

«)crs  fore,  [before : 

A  thoufand  troubles  there  I  found  1  never  kuew 
T^ne  dreade  and  dolour,  fo  my  fpretcs  were 

brought  in  feare. 
That  ioog  it  was  ere  1  could  call  to  minde,  what 

I  dyd  there. 
But  as  echc  thing  hath  ende,  fb  had  thefe  payne^ 

of  myne. 
The  furies  pad,  and  I  my  wittcs  refiorde  by 

length  of  tyme : 
Then  as  1  could  dcvyfe,  to  feek  I  thought  it  bed,] 
Where  I  might  finde  fome  worthy  place  for  fuch 

a  coy>s  to  reft :  '  - 
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away 
WBarc  Crefelds  lore,  kiog  Priams  fooe  the  wocr 

thy  Trolus  lay : 
By  him  I  made  his  tombe,  in  token  he  was  true. 
And  as  to  him  beloogeth  well,  I  coYcred  it  with 

blewe;  [foone. 

Whole  foole  by  aungels  power,  departod  not  fo 
Bat  to  the  heavens,  (o  it  fled,  for  to  receive  his 

dome. 


Ctmplmai  ff  tbe  ahfemctofbtr  lover  Beyng  tifcm  thejia, 

GooB  ladies,  ye  that  have  your  pleafnres  in  exile. 
Step  in  your  foote,  come  take  a  place,  and  mome 

with  me  a  while : 
And  fuch  as  by  theyr  lordes  dofet  but  little  pryce, 
i^et  them  lit  Hill,  it  lilies  them  not  what  chaunce 

come  on  the  dice : 
Bot  ye  whom  love  hath  bpund  by  order  of  defyre. 
To  love  your  lords,  whofe  good   deferts  none 

other  would  require  :  [myne, 

Come  ye  yet  once  agayne,  and  fet  your  foote  by 
Whoie  wofull  plight,  and  forrwes  great,  no  tong 

can  weU  define. 
My  love  and  lord,  alas !  in  whom  confiftes  my 

welth. 
Hath  fortune  fent  to  pafle  the  feas  in  hazard  of 

his  helth :  [mynde. 

Whom  I  was  wont  tembrace  with  well  coottntcd 
Is  DOW  amyd  the  fomyng  floods  at  pleafure  of  the 

wynde: 
Where  God  will  him  preferve,  and  foone  him 

home  me  fend, 
Without  which  hope  my  lyfe  (alas)  veere  fliortly 

at'an  ende : 
Whole  ablcnce  yet  although  my  hope  doth  tell 

meplayne 
With  fliort  retume  he  comes  anone,  yet  ceafeth 

not  my  payne : 
The  fearefuU  dreames  I  have,  oft  tyoies  doe  grieve 

me  fo, 
Hut  when  I  wake,  I  lye  in  doubte,  where  they 

be  true  or  no : 
Sometimes  the  roaring  feas,  me  femes  do  grow 

fo  bye. 
That  my  dcare  Lord,  ay  me,  alas !  methinkes  1 

fee  him  dye. 
An  other  time  the  iame  doth  tell  me  he  is  come. 
And  plaviog,  where  I  fliaU  hym  finde  ^ith  his 

»ire  little  fonne. 
So  fourth  I  goe  apace  to  See  that  lefefome  fight,  . 
And  with  a  kylfe^  methinke  I  (ay  welcome  my 

lord  my  knight. 
Welcome  my  fwete,  alas,  the  flay  of  my  welfare. 
Thy  pr^ence  bringeth  forth  a  truce  atwizt  me 

and  my  care : 
Then  lively  doth  he  look,  and  (alveth  me  agayne. 
And  iayth  my  dere  how  is  it  now  that  you  have 

all  this  payne  ?  [brefl, 

Wherewith  the  heavy  cares  that  heap»  are  in  my 
^feake  fourth  and  mc  difchargcn  dene  of  all  my 

huge  Qorcfl. 


Bue*when  I  me  awake,  and  find  it  but  a  dreime    . 
The  anguifli  of  my  former  wo  beginneth  more 

extreme 
And  me  tormenteth  fo  that  uneath  may  I  fynde,    ' 
Some  hidden  peace  wherein  to  flake  the  gnawing 

of  my  mynde.  [bume. 

Thus  every  way  you  fee  wyths  abicnce  how  [ 
And  for  my  wound  no  core  1  fynde  but  hoape' 

of  good  returpe ; 
Save  when  I  thyske  by  fowre  how  fwete  is  fete 

the  more  [fore: 

It  doth  abate  fome  of  my  paynes,  that  I  abode  be-' 
And  then  unto  myfelf  I  (ay,  when  we  (hall  mete. 
But  little  whyle  (hali  feme  thys  payne,  the  joy 

fliall  be  fo  fwete. 
Ye  wyndes  I  you  conjure  in  cheifeft  of  your  rage,. 
That  yc  my  lord  fafdy  fend  my  forrowes  to  afn 

fwage..  ; 

And  that  1  may  not  long  abyde  in  thys  ezcefle,     . 
Do  your  good  will  to  cure  a  wyght  th^t  liveth  in 

di(b-efle. 


Apraife  of  by*  Love^  vfbtram  U  rtfrtwtB  tbm  iha$ 

emtfarethmr  Udm  wif&  bis. 
Give  jphice  yc  lovers  here  before, 
l*hat  (pent  your  bo^fles  and  bragges  in  vain. 
My  ladies  beuty  pafleth  more^ 
The  heft  of  yours  I  dare  well  (ayne. 
Then  doth  the  fuone  the  caundle  lyght. 
Or  bryghtcft  day  the  darkeft  nyght. 
And  thereto  hath  a  troth  as  jufl. 
As  had  Penelope  the  fayre. 
For  what  flie  (ayeth  ye  may  it  truft^  ,        ^ 

As  it  by  wrytyhg  fealed  were : 
And  virtues  hath  (he  manymoe. 
Than  1  wyth  pen  have  flull  to  flioe. 
I  could  reherfe  if  that  1  would. 
The  whole  effede  of  natures  playnt. 
When  flie  had  loft  ihe  perfede  moulde. 
The  like  to  whoroe  flie  could  not  paynte : 
With  wringeing  hands,  how  flie  did  cry. 
And  what  flie  laid,  I  know  it,  I. 
1  knowe  (he  fwore  vrhh  rageing  mynde. 
Her  kyngdome  only  fet  apart ; 
There  was  no  lolfe  by  law  of  kynde. 
That  could  have  gone  fo.nerc  her  hearte; 
And  this  ^as  chie£ely  all  her  payne. 
She  could  notmake  the  lyke  agayne. 
Syth  nature  thus  gave  her  the  prayfe. 
To  be  the  chiefcft  worke  (he  wroughte; 
In  fay  th  me  thynke  fome  better  ways,  , 

On  your  behalfe  mygfate  well  be  flwghte. 
Then  to  compare  (as  you  have  done) 
To  matche  the  candle  withe  the  flinne. 


r«  a  LadU  thai Jifnui  her  l^ver. 

Altbouobx  I  hav^  a  checke, 

To  geve  the  mate  is  harde ; 

For  1  have  found  a  ne<;ke. 

To  keep  my  men  in  gude,  # 


TR£  WORKS   OV  SUBKET. 


AdA  fM  Unit  imrdf  ne^ 
To  gcve  fio  great  affijt 
Unto  a  man  of  warre 
To  <irpre  fayt  si^stway : 
}.  Dcde  yoa  take  g^od  itede, 
Jknd  marke  this  foolyfti  verfc ; 
For  I  wyll  (b  provyde, 
Tkat  I  wyll  h*^  foo  ferce. 
And  when  your  ferce  is  had. 
And  all  yosr  vntrtt  k  done. 
Then  iball  yourfeif  be  glad. 
To  aid  tkat  yon  kegoime. 
For  if  ky  ckavaoe  t  wume. 
Your  pcribnnc  in  tkc  £eikk. 
To  late  then  yon  come  in 
Yoio*  iblie  to  me  to  yclde. 
For  I  wiU  «fe  my  power. 
As  captayne  full  of  myghte ; 
And  luck  I  will  dcvoore. 
At  ofe  to  ikcw  my  fpygktc 
And  for  becaufe  you  gave 
Me  cbeke  in  your  degree ; 
Tkis  vanuge  lo  1  baw^^ 
Now  ckeck  and  guarde  to  thee; 
Defend  it  if  tkou  nay, 
Stand  ftyffe  in  tlnrne  cftate  ; 
For  fnre  1  will  aifay, 
if  I  can  ge? e  tke  mate. 


A  WMraugH  Ae  Lover,  hwt  bi  is  abifcdhftU  Ltvt, 

To  deiriy  hail  I  bougbte  my  grene  and  youthful 

yeres. 
If  in  myne  age  t  couldd  not  lynde,  when  craft  for 

k>f  e  apperes.  [reft. 

And  feldome  though  I  come  in  Court  among  the 
Yet  can  I  lodge  hi  colours  dymme,  as  deep  as  can 

tke  heft. 
Where  grief  tormentes  the  man  tkat  fnfieretk  fe* 

cret  fmart. 
To  breake  it  fonrtb  unto  fome  freode,  it  eafeth 

well  the  heart : 
So  (land  it  now  with  me,  (for  my  beloved  frend) 
Tkis  caie  is  thine,  for  whom  1  feel  luch  tormenu 

4ii  my  mynde ; 
And  for  ihy  fake,  I  burnc  fo  in  my  fecret  brefte, 
That  tyll  thou  know  my  whole  dUcafe,  my  heart 

call  have  no  reft. 
T  fee  hoTv  thyne  abufe  hath  wrcfled  fo  thy  wittes, 
That  aU  it  ycMes  to  thy  defirc,  and  followes  thee 

by  fitiet. 
Where  thou  haft  loved  (b  long,  with  heart  and 

all  thy  power.  [devotnr ; 

\  fee  thee  fed  with  fayned  worde»,thy  freedom  to 
J  know,  (though  flic  fay  nay,  and  would  it  well 

whhftande. 
When  in  her  grace,  thou  yddcft  thee  moft,  ike 

bare  thee  but  in  hand; 
J  fee  her  pleafant  cherr,  in  chtefeft  of  thy  fuitc, 
When  thou  art  gone,  I  fee  him  come,  that  ga- 
thers np  the'  fniitc ; 
And  eke  in  thy  rcfpc^»  I  fee  the  bafe  degree, 
Of  him  to  ^flkom  (he  gave  the  bart>lhat  |>rcnQifcd 

waiimtJK-;. 


>ft«dcae^rw«Milk 


I  Cm  (wkst  wmUc  yoir: 

fure. 
On  wonwns  woord,  kue  wiCedooK  would 

it  to  endure. 


0  Iiothfome  place  where  I, 
Have  feene  and  heard  my  dere  ; 
When  in  my  liart  her  eye. 
Hath  made  her  thought  appcre. 
By  giinfiag  witk  fuck  mce. 
As  fortune  tt  ne  woulde 

That  lailen  any  fpace« 
Between  us  longer  (houlde. 
As  fortune  did  advance. 
To  further  my  dcilrc, 
£ven  fo  kath  fortunes  (haunce, 
Throwen  all  ammiddes  the  myrc 
And  that  1  have  dePsrved, 
With  true  and  faiih^iU  hart ; 
As  to  his  handes  refer ved. 
That  never  felt  tke  (matu 
But  happy  is  that  mao. 
That  fcapeth  hath  the  gricfe. 
That  love  will  Ceek  him  can. 
By  wanting  his  rdiefe. 
A  fcourge  to  quiet  myndes. 
It  is  who  taketh  kede ; 
A  common  plague  that  bynde^ 
A  travell  without  mode. 
Tkis  gift  It  hath  alfo. 
Who  fo  eojoyes  it  moft, 
A  tkouiand  Uoukks  grow, 
Yo  vex  his  wearied  ghoft* 
And  laft  it  may  not  long, 

1  he  trueft  thyngc  of  all ; 
And  fure  the  greateH  wrooge. 
That  ia  within  thys  thrall. 
But  fince  thou  ddfert  place. 
Canft  give  me  no  accompte; 
Of  my  defyred  grace, 

That  I  to  have  was  wont : 
Farewell !  thou  haft  me  taughte. 
To  thiake  me  not  tke  fyrftc. 
That  love  bathe  fet  a  loft. 
And  caftea  in  the  dnft» 


*th*  L0wr  Jefirihes  Ah  rtfilefi  Bfat$^ 

Ai  of^  as  1  beholde  and  fe. 
The  foveraignc  beautie  diot  utt  bounde. 
The  nier  my  coroforte  is  to  me, 
Alas  !  the  freiher  is  my  wound. 
As  flame  doth  quench  by  rage  of  6fe, 
And  niniiing  ftreroes  ccnfuruesby  ralne^ 
So  doth  the  fight  that  I  defire, 
Appcafc  my  griefe  and  dcadty  paine. 
Firft  %\  hen  I  faw  thofe  chryflal  ftremes, 
Whofc  beautv  made  my  moitall  woondes, 
I  little  thoughte  within  her  bearoes, 
Ho  fwete  a  veilom  to  be  fonn-vle. 


SOVGES  AND   SOKETTES. 


Ptit  vtWtnM  Win  did  pricke  rae  forth, 
Aiid  bitode  Copid  did  whippe  and  guyde; 
Force  made  me  take  my  grief  in  worth 
Mjr  fnntleff?  hopt  my  faanne  did  hide. 
Ai  oriel  waves  /all  ch  be  foniide, 
Agatnft  the  rockes  do  roro  and  cry, 
&o  doth^  my  hart  IhU  oft  reboaod, 
AwumA  i^y  huft  M  bitterly. 
I  tall  and  fe  mine  own  decay, 
Aa  ott«  dut  b«>ref  flame  to  hit  breft  J 
Forgets  io  pain*  to  pot  away. 
The  thing*  thK  brodeth  mme  ■tireft. 


Tqouob  I  regarded  not 

The  promife  made  by  mi. 

Or  paflcd  not  to  fpot 

My  faith  and  honeftic ; 

Yet  were  my  £anfic  ftrangc, 

And  wiJfal  wilt  to  wite ; 

If  I  fought e  now  to  change 

A  £dkon  for  a  kite. 

AH  men  might  well  difpraife 

My  wit  and  entcrprife, 

If  I  eftecmed  a  pefe 

Above  &  pearle  in  price  : 

Or  judged  the  owle  in  fight. 

The  fparhauke  to  cxcell ; 

Which  flyeth  but  in  the  night 

At  all  men  know  righte  well. 

Or  if  I  fonghte  to  faile, 

)nto  the  brittle  portc ;  ^ 

^Vhe^e  anker  hoM  doth  faile. 

To  foch  at  do  refort ; 

^nd  leave  the  haven  furc, 

Where  blowet  no  blnftring^wlnde; 

Kor  fickeeneifc  in  ure 

So  fuforth  at  1  finde. 

^o,  think  me  not  fa  lights, 

Nor  of  fo  churiilh  junde, 

Though  it  lay  in  my  wighte, 

^y  boundage  to  un5ind«:  : 

Tha  I  wonlde  leave  the  kinde 

'I'o  bant  the  gandcct  fo. 

Ko,  no,  I  have  no  minde 

To  make  exthanges  fp  ; 

I^or  yet  to  change  at  all. 

For  thinke  it  may  not  be, 

That  r  fliouldc  feke  to  fail 

From  my  felicitie. 

Peiirous  for  to  win. 

And  loth  for  to  forgo. 

Or  new  change  to  begin, 

How  may  all  this  be  fo  \ 

The  fire  it  cannot  frelc. 

For  it  it  ^ot  his  kinde ; 

Kor  true  love  cannot  kfe 

1  he  condancye  of  niindc : 

Yet  asfone  ihall  the  fire, 

Want  hcate  to  Llafc  and  bunte. 

At  I  in  fuch  dcHre 

][iavc  OQfe  a  :hoaght  to  turnc, 


•f  Wtmgm  iHvahft  thtir  Lt^itrt. 

Waapt  in  me  carelcfle  cloke,  at  I  wa&  to  and 

fro. 
I  fee  how  love  can  (hew  what  force  theri  reign« 

etb  hi  hit  bow. 
And  how  he  Ihmeth  eke  a  harty  hart  to  wonnd ; 
And  nrhere  he  glunctth  by  again,  that  little  hart 

it  found. 
P6r  feldmeif  itfenehd  wooBde  thehytfaUfcc;  . 
The  tone  may  lage,  when  tothert  lo>ve  it  often 

farretofeke: 
All  thit  I  fee  with  aaore,  and  wondtr  thinketh  me. 
How  he  cm  ihrilBe  the  one  fo  lore,  and  leave  the 

other  free ; 
I  (ee  that  wounded  wight,  chiit  fofierfth  ill  thit 

wrong,  • 

Honr  he  it  fed  with  yeat  and  iMiyf,  and  Uwth  al 

tolonf 
In  Clence,  though  I  kepe  fuch  fecretea  to  my  felf ; 
Yet  do  I  fee  how  Ibe  famnime  doth  yeldeakioke 

by  ftelth, 
At  though  it  femde,  y  wi«  y  will  not  lofe  the  fo. 
When  in  her  hart  fo  Aftfie  a  tboaght  did  never 

truly  gmr; 
Then  fay  I  thu»,  alas,  that  man  it  finrre  from  bliflc 
That  doth  receive  fur  hit  relief  none  other  game 

but  thit ; 
And  (he  that  fedet  him  fo,  I  fele  and  find  it  pUin. 
U  but  to  glory  in  her  power,  that  over  fiidi  can 

raigne; 
Nor  are  fuch  gracet  fpenc.  But  when  fhe  thinks 

that  he 
A  wcry  man  it  fully  bent  fuch  fancicf  tolet  flee. 
Then  to  rctaine  him  (UU,  ibe  wrefteth  new  her 

grace; 
And  finileth  Io  at  though  (htf  wonlde  forthcwitfa 

the  man  embrace : 
Bat  when  the  proofe  li  fluufc  to  try  ibch  lokaa 

withatl. 
He  finderh  then  the  place  alvokle,  and  ftlghted 

full  of  G4U : 
Lord  what  abufe  it  thit !  who  can  fach  women 

praifef      ^ 
That  for  theire  glory  do  devlfis  to  ufe  foch  craf- 
ty wayt :  [cowe, 
\  that  amonge  the  feft,  do  fit  and  marke  the 
Find  that   in  her  k  greater  crafts  theo  it  in 

twenty  moe, 
Wbofe  tender  yeart,  alat!  with  wilea  fo  irel  are 

fpcd, 
What  w^n  (he  do,  when  hory  hearet,  axe  pow- 
dered in  her  bed  ? 


iota  Atc&bor» 

Gtar  in  thy  giltles  gowne,  aa  I  lit  here  and  fow 
1  fee  that  thinget  are  not  in  dede  at  to  the  out« 
warde  (how.  [whit  nere^ 

And  who  fo  liil  to  loke,  and  note  thingei  iomt^ 
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jhal  find  wher  plaioefle  femes  to  haunt,  nothing 

hot  craft  appetr? 
For  with  indifferent  eyes  my  (elf  can  well  difceme. 
How  fom  to  guide  a  (hip  in  ilormes  ieke  for  to 

take  the  fteme ; 
Whofe  praAice  it  were  pruned  in  calme  to  dere  a 

barge, 
AiTuredly  believ  it  well  it  were  to  great  a  charge  : 
And  fame  I  fe  agaia  fit  ftill  and  iay  but  fmall. 
That  coolde  do  ten  times  more  then  they  that  iay 

they  can  do  all ; 
Whofe   goodly  giftes  are  fuch,   the  more  they 

underftand. 
The  more  they  feke  to  leame  and  know,  and 

take  left  charge  in  hand. 
And  to  declare  more  plain  the  time  fleets  not  fo 

faft. 
But  I  can  bear  full  well  in  mind  the  fong  now 

fong  and  paft, 
The  andor  whereof  come  wrapt  in  a  crafty  doke. 
With  will  to  force  a  flaming  Are,  where  he  could 

raife  no  (moke ; 
If  power  and  will  had  joined,  as  it  appereth  plaine, 
The  txuth  no  r\ght  had  tane  no  place  their  vcr- 

tnes  had  been  vain, 
So  that  you  may  perceive,  and  I  may  falfly  fe 
The  innocent  that  giltlc(re  is,  condcmpncd  (honld 

have  be* 


THE   WORKS   OF   SURREY. 


TiStf  Comfamt  Lover  Lamtmth. 

Sins  fortunes  wrath  entieth  the  welth 
Wherein  I  raigned  by  the  (ight 
Of  that,  that  fed  mine  eyes  by  ftelth. 
With  fowre,  fwete,  dread  and  delight* 
Let  not  my  griefe  move  you  to  mone^ 
For  I  will  wcpe  and  waile  alone. 
Spite  drave  qie  into  Boreas  raigne, 
Where  hoary  froftes  the  fruttes  do  bite. 
When  hills  were  fprcad,  and  every  plaine 
With  ftormy  winters  mantle  white, 
And  yet  my  dere  fuch  was  my  heate, 
When  others  freaze  then  did  I  fweate.  - 
And  now,  though  on  the  funne  I  drive, 
Whofe  fervent  flame  all  thingea  decaies. 
His  bcames  in  brightnefle  may  not  (h>ive. 
With  light  of  your  fwete  golden  rayes ; 
Nor  from  my  brefte  this  heate  remove. 
The  frozen  thoughtes  graven  by  love. 
He  nuy  the  waves  of  the  fait  floode 
Quench  that  your  beautie  fet  on  fyre. 
For  though  myne  eyesforbeare  the  foode, 
That  dyd  relieve  the  hot  deflre  : 
Such  as  I  was,  fuch  will  I  be. 
Your  owne,  what  woulde  you  more  of  mfe  I 


A  Somg  xDrittat  ij  tb*  £srU  of  SuRRlVy  Sy  m  Lady 
that  rtfiifid  to  Daufut  vfitb  him* 

£CHS  beafk  can  choofe  his  fere  according  to  his 

mynde, 
And  eke  can  fliewe  a  friendly  chere  lyke  to  their 

bcafUy  kynde; 


A  lyon  faw  I  late  as  whyte  as  any  fhowe,' 
Which  femed  well  to  leade  the  race,  his  p«t  the 

fame  did  (howe : 
Upon  the  gentle  beaft  to  gaze  it  pleafed  me. 
For  ftill  me  thonghte  he  (eemed  well  of  noble 

bloud  to  be. 
And  as  he  praunc;jed  beibre,  ftill  feeking  for  a  make. 
As  who  would  fay,  there  is  none  ho'C,  I  trowc 

will  me  forfake ; 
I  might  perceive  a  wt»olfe  as  white  as  wfaalea  boner 
'  A  fairer  beafte,  of  freiher  hue  beheld  I  never  none. 
Save  that  her  looker  were  coy,  and  fnowird  eke 

her  grace. 
Unto  the  whiche  this  gentle  beaft  gan  him  avannce 

apace. 
And  with  a  becke  full  lowe  he  bowed  at  her  fecte. 
In  humble  wife,  as  who  woulde  iay,  I  am  too 

farre  udmeete. 
But  fuch  a  fcornfiill  chere  wherewith  (he  hin 

rewarded. 
Was  never  fccne  I  trowe  the  like  to  fuch  as  wcQ 

deferved. 
With  that  (he  ftart  afydewcllnecreafoot  or  twaine. 
And  unto  him  thus  gan  (he  fay  with  fyjtc  and 

greet  difdaine, 
Lyon  (he  (kide,  if  thou  hadeft  known  my  mind 

before. 
Thou  had(l  not  (pent  thy  travaile  thus,  nor  aQ 

thy  paine  for  lore.  [me. 

Do  way  I  lete  thee,  wete  thou  (halt  not  pUy  with 
Go  range  about,  where  thou  maid  finde  ibae 

meter  fere  for  thee. 
With  that  he  bet  his  tayle,  his  eyes  began  to  flame, 
I  might  perceive  his  noble  heart,  much  moved  by 

the  fame. 
Yet  faw  I  himl-efrayne,  and  eke  his  wrath  aflwage. 
And  unto  her  thus  gan  he  fay,  when  he  was  paft 

his  rage. 
Cruel  you  do  nije  wronge,  to  fet  me^hus  fo  lighte. 
Without  defert  for  my  good  will,  to  (hew  me 

thus  defpyte ; 
How  can  ye  thus  entreate  a  lyon  of  the  race. 
That  with  his  pawes,  a  crownt^  ^T°^  devoured 

in  the  place. 
Whofe  nature  is  to  prey  upon  no  Ample  foode. 
As  long  as  he  may  fucke  the  flefli,  and  drink  of 

noble  bloud. 
If  you  be  fayre  and  fireih,  am  I  not  of  your  hue, 
»  And  for  my  vaunt  I  dare  well  fay,  my  blood  is 

not  untrue. 
For  you  ynurfclf  have  heard,  it  is  not  long  agoe, 
Sith  that  for  love,  one  of  the  race  dyd  end  his 

life  in  wo. 
In  tower  flrong,  and  hye  for  his  afliired  truth. 
Whereas  in  tears  he  fpent  his  breath,  alas  the 

more  the  ruth. 
Thys  gentle  beafte  (b  dyed,  whom  nothing  could 

remove,  [love. 

But  willingly  to  leefe  hys  life  for  lofs  of  his  true 
Other  there  be,  whofe  live«  do  linger  dill  in  payne, 
Againft  their  wills  prefervcd  are,  that  woulde 

have  dyed  fayne. 
But  now  I  do  perceive,  that  nought  it  roovcth  yon. 
My  good  entcnt  toy  gentle  heart,  nor  yet  my 

kindc  fo  uue. 


SONGES   AHD 

Bot  tliat  your 'WiU  it  fach,  to  lore  me  to  tfie  trade, 
Aod  other  (bme  foU  many  yeret  to  trace  by  craft 

ye  made. 
And  thoft  behold  our  kyndes  how  that  we  difier 

farre, 
I  leek  my  foes,  and  you  your  (rendet  do  threten 

MU  with  warre. 
I  fxaocmbete  I  am  fed,  yon  flay,  that  fekes  to  you, 
I  can  deronr  no  yelding  prey,  you  kill  where  yon 

fnbdne. 
My  kind  it  to  deiire  the  honour  of  the  fcild. 
And  yoQ  with  Mood  do  dike  your  thyrftc  oa  fuch 

attoyouyekle: 
Wherefore  I  woulde  yon  wifte,  that  for  your  coy- 

edkMket, 
I  am  oo  man  that  will  be  trapt,  nor  tangled  with 

iiichhooket. 
And  though  fome  luft  to  loTe,where  blan^nll  well 

they  might. 
And  to  fuch  beaftet  of  current  fort,  that  would 

haYe  truTail  bright ; 
1  wiH  obierrc  the  lawe,  that  nature  gave  to  roe, 
To  conquer  fuch  at  will  refift,  and  let  the  reft  go 

And  at  a  fauken  free,  that  foreth  in  the  ayre. 
Which  nerer  fed  on  hand  nor  lure,  nor  for  no  ftale 

doth  care. 
While  that  1 4ive  and  breathe,  fuch  fiiall  my  cuf- ' 

tome  be. 
In  wildne(t  of  the  woodes,  to  feck  my  prey  where 

pleafeth  me : 
Where  many  one  ihall  rue,  that  never  made  offence. 
Thus  your  refufc-againfi  my  power,  ihall  bote 

them  no  defence. 
And  for  retrenge  thereof,  I  vow  and  f «ircar  thereto, 
A  thoufand  fpoyles  I  (hall  commyt,  I  never  thought 

to  doe. 
And  if  to  lyght  on  you  my  luck  fo  good  (hall  be, 
I  ihall  be  glad  to  feed  on  that,  that  would  have 

fed  on  me. 
And  thus  farcwclle  unkynd,  to  whom  I  bent  and 

bowe,  \ 

I  Would  you  wift,  the  fliip  is  fafe,  that  bare  his 

■  fayles  fo  lowe.  .^ 

SI  th  that  a  lyons  hart,  is  for  a  wolfc  no  preye. 
With  bloody  mouthe  go  flake  your  thirft  on  iknple 

ihepe  I  fay.  y« 

With  more  defpyte  and  ire,  than  I  can  now  ez- 

prefle. 
Which  to  my  payne,  though  I  refrayn,  the  caufe 

you  m>y  wcU  gueia. 
As  for  becaufe  my  felf  was  au  Aour  of  the  fame. 
It  liootes  me  not  that  for  my  wrath,  I  flioulde 

diflurbe  the  faipe. 


SONITTES. 
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The  faUhfuU Ltvtr  dedareth  bh  Ptjnet  and  It's  vw- 
etrta'imt  Joyt^  and  wtb  •aely  hope  recamfort  fime* 
'wbat  bh  ivofull  heart, 

Ir  care  do  caufe  men  crye,  why  do  not  I  com- 

piayne 
If  cchc  man  do  bcwallc  his  wo,  why  Ihcw  I  not 

my  pjiync  ? 


Synce  that  amongft  them  all,  I  dare  well  fay  it  none, 
So  farre  from  weal,  fo  full  of  woe,  or  hath  more 

caufe  to  mooe. 
For  aU  thinget  hareing  life,  fometime  hath  quiet 

reft,  [b«ift : 

The  bearing  afle,  the  drawing  oze,  and  every  other 
The  peafant,  and  the  poft,  that  fertiet  at  all  aflayet. 
The  fliip  boy,  and  the  galley  flave,  have  time  to 

take  their  eafe. 
Save  I,  alas  I  whom  care  of  force  doth  fo  conftraync* 
To  wale  the  day,  and  wake  the  night,  continually 

in  payne. 
From  penflvenefr  to  plaint,  from  plaint  to  bitter 

tearet, 
From  teares,  to  paynfoll  phynt  againe,  and  that 

my  life  it  wearet. 
Nothyng  under  the  fun,  that  I  can  heare  or  iee« 
But  moveth  me  for  to  bewayle  my  cruel  deftyny. 
For  where  men  do  rejoyce  (fince  that  I  cannot  fo) 
I  take  no  pleafure  in  that  place,  it  doubleth  but 

my  woe. 
And  when  I  hear  the  found  of  fong  or  inftrumene 
Methinke  eche  tune  there  dolef^  is,  and  helps^ 

me  to  lament ; 
And  If  I  fee  fome  have  theyre  moft  defyredfyghte, 
Alat !  thynke  I,  eche  man  hath'weale  fave  I  moft 

wofiill  wyghte. 
Then  as  the  flridien  deere,  withdrawes  himfelf 

alone. 
So  do  I  feeke  fome  fecret  place,  where  I  may  make 

my  moane. 
There  do  my  flowing  eyes  fliew  fourthe  my  melt- 
ting  hart. 
So  the  ftremes  of  thofe  two  wellet,  right  well  de- 
clare my  fmart. 
And  in  thofe  cares  fo  could  I  force  my  felf  a  heate^ 
At  ilcke  men  in  theyr  fliaking  fittes  procure  them- 

felfe  to  fweate. 
With  thoughtes  that  for  the  tymc  do  much  ap- 

peafe  my  payne, 
But  yet  they  caufe  a  farther  feare,  and  brede  my 

wo  a^yne.  [appere 

Methinke  within  my  thought  I  fee  right  playne 
My  hartes  delieht,  my  forowes  Icthc,  myne  earthly 

godde£  here. 
With  every  fondry  grace  that  I  have  feene  her  have. 
Thus  I  within  my  wofull  breft  her  pidure  paynt 

and  grave : 
And  in  my  thoognt  I  role  her  beauties  too  and  fro. 
Her  laughing  chere,  her  lively  looke,  my  heart 

that  perced  fo. 
Her  ftrangenes  when  I  fued  her  fervaunt  for  to  be. 
And  what  flie  fayde,  and  how  flie  fmylde,  when 

that  file  pitied  me. 
Then  comes  a  fodyane  feare  that  rueth  all  my  reft, 
Left  abfence  caufe  forgetfulnet  to  flnke  within 

her  breft.  [divydc. 

For  when  1  thinke  how  farre  this  earth  doth  us 
Alas,  me  femes  iQve  throws  me  downe,  I  fele  how 

that  1  Aide  : 
But  when  I  tliinke  agayne,  why  fliould  I  thus  mif- 

truft,  .  [juft. 

So  ftvete  a  wight,  fo  fad  aod  wife,  that  is  fo  true  and  ' 
For  loth  (be  was  to  love,  and  wavering  is  (he  not. 
The  farther  off  the  more  defyrde,  thus  lovers  ty^ 

tbc'yr  knot ; 
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60  in  dUpt|rre  azui  boapt  phiagod  am  I  both  tip 
and  dowoA, 

As  is  the  fliip  with  wind  ^nd  w:)ve»  wben  Nep- 
tune lift  to  frowne. 

But  as  the  wateiyihowers  dehj  the  n^^ing  wind, 

So  doth  good  hoape  cUaoe  put  away  diilpayrc  ovt 
ofmymyade; 

And  )»7ddct  for  to  fcrre  and  fuffer  patiently, 

For  what  wot  I  the  after  weak  that  fortune  wilet 
tonie. 

For  thoU  that  care  do  knowc,  and  tafted  have  of 
trouble, 

When  paflcd  u  theyr  wofuU  ptyac,  eche  joy  ihail 
feme  them  double : 

An4  bytter  (ende*^  ihe  oow  10  aiake  me  ta(k  the 
better. 

The  plcafaot  fwctc  when  tjbat  it  comes  to  make  It 
item  the  fwctcr. 

And  fo  determine  1  to  fervc  until  my  breath. 

Yea  rather  dyt  a  thoufa«4  tiiiH'»  than  once  to  iaUic 
my  fayth. 

And  if  my  cook  <orp»  thr«a^  weight  of  wofoll 
(mart,  ^  [hart. 

Do  faylc  or  f^nt,  my  will  it  is  that  ftiU  (he  kcpc  my 

And  when  this  carcat  here  to  earth  ihall  be  tefard, 

I  do  bequeath  my  weritd  ghoA  to  frrve  btr  after- 
ward. 


7^  mam*  U  aitayne  ^/^  lifim 

Martial  I,  the  thlnpre*  that  doe  attaync 
The  happy  lyfc,  be  tbcfe  1  fynde, 
The  riches  left,  not  got  with  payne, 
The  fruiefuU  gr«unde,the  quiet  myode* 
Ti^e  tgi\\  frend  00  grudge  uo  Arifs, 
No  charge  of  rule  nor  governaunce  ( 
'Without  difeafti  tl^e  healthfui  lyfe, 
The  houfliold  of  continuance.  , 

The  mcane  dyet  no  delicate  fare, 
True  wifdome  joynde  with  fimplcncirc ; 
The  night  diichargcd  of  all  care, 
Where  wine  the  wltte  may  not  oppicfle. 
The  faithfuU  wyfe  without  debate. 
Such  ilepe  as  may  beguile  the  night, 
Contented  with  thine  owoe  tAato, 
Ne  wlih  tor  death,  ne  feare  his  mightf 


Or  thy  lyfe  Thomas,  this  compalTe  well  marke 
Kot  ayc'with  ftill  failcs  the  hye  feas  to  bciitc, 
Nc  by  coward  drad,  in  ihonniag  ftormes  d^tke. 
On  ikailowe  ihores  thy  keel  in  perill  fret. 
Who  fa  gbdif  balfeth  the  golden  meaoe, 
^oide  of  diuogers  advifcdiy  hath  his  home. 
Not  with  lothlome  mucke  as  a  den  unelcane, 
Nor  palace  like,  whereat  dl(<tayfle  mav  glome. 
The  lofty  pyne  the  great  wind  of^en  nvcs, 
"With  violenter  fwcy  falne  turrets  ftepe, 
Lightnings  aflfaure  the  l)igh  mountaincs  and  clivcs, 
A  hart  well  &AfdCt  in  OTerthwartes  dc^, 


OF   SURRET. 

Hoapeth  amendea,  Iti  fweu,  iofk  letre  the  &««; 
God  chat  (eodefih,  wtthd»wseth  wiour  ibar^» 

Ho  will  nut  aye  thus,  once  Phebua  to  lo>«re» 
With  howe  unhcot,  IhiiU  flcfle  ««d  £raa»  to  &w|b 
His  voyce  in  ftrayte  eftate  appeare  0mmAomte 
And  fu  wifely,  when  hicky  fair  of  wmde 
All  thy  pult  fayles  (haU  fill,kpke  vaUahout, 
Ti»ke  ia  a  iift»  hall  la  waft^proofe  dwhe  lindr, 


T.  W.  tht  «Mr. 

Tuc  great  Macedon,  that  out  of  PeriU  f:haled 

Darius,  of  whole  huge  powers  all  Afic  roo^ 

In  the  riche  arke  Dan  Homers  rimM  he  placed. 

Wo  feigned  geile»  of  heathen  princes  fo«gg 

What  holy  grave,  what  wortliy  fepulchre 

I'o  Wyatet  pfahnslhuiildCbriuiaDS  tben  p^vcbiifo ; 

Where  he  doth  paint  the  ly vely  iaith  aod  pure. 

The  ftedfad  hope  the  fweete  retipoo  to  firace. 

Of  juft  David  by  perfitc  pcoitcace;* 

Where  rulers  may  fee  in  a  myrroor  dear* 

The  bytier  fruite  of  faUe  ooacopiiLttcCt 

How  Jewry  bought  Ur  ia«  death  ful  d<m. 

In  princes  hartes  Gods  fcourge  empriatc4  depe, 

Ovght  t|iem  awake  oat  of  t^uir  (mfiaU  flqpc 


OJtbt  teoih  tftbtfam  Sur  T.  W. 

Dims  thy  death  do  dyvcrfly  bemooe. 
Some  that  ip  prefence  of  thy  liYclihed 
Lurked,  whofe  breftes  envy  with  hate  had  fwofaie, 
Yi^d  Ccafars  f cares  upon  Pompcas  bed. 
Some  that  watched  with  the  murderers  knife. 
With  eager  thyrft  to  drinke  thy  giltleffe  blood. 
Whole  pradlffe  brake  by  happy  end  of  lyfc. 
With  envious  tearcs  to  I'.care  thy  fame  fo  good. 
But  I,  thai  knew  what  harbred  in  that  bed 
What  vertucs  rare  were  tempred  in  that  breft. 
Honour  the  phice  that  foch  a  jewel  tred. 
And  kfffc  the  ground  wberas  the  corps  doth  reft, 
With^vapourd  eyes,  from  whence  fuch  ftresmcs 

•*    avayle. 
As  Py ramus  did  co  Thifhcs  brefl  bewayle. 


0/lbifme, 


Wtat  rr^letkhcre^  that  qukke  coold  srcver  reft, 
Whofe  heavenly  gyftes  encreafeth  by  difdayne. 
And  vertue  fanke  the  deper  in  his  breft. 
Such  profit  he  by  envx  could  obtayn. 

A  hed,  where  wifJome  mlderics  did  frame, 
Whofe  haomiersbft  ftyll  in  that  lively  brainc, 
As  on  a  fly  the,  where  that  fome  workc  of  faste 
Was  dayly  wrought,  to  turn  to  Britaines  gayne. 

A  viTa^e  Heme,  and  milde,  'where  lK>th  did 
growc, 
Vycc  to  conteitne,  in  virtue  to  rejoycc : 
Amyd  great  {formes,  whom  grace  affured  fo. 
To  live  T»pTJgl-r,^d  fmilr  a'  fxiurrs  choyc#k 


SONGES   AND   80NETTE9. 


ior 


A  hand,  that  taught  what  mieht  be  fayd  in  ryme 
That  rrft  Chtticer  the  glory  of  bk  wit. 
A  marke,  the  which  (nnparfitcd,  for  time) 
Some  may  approche,  bat  ncfvr  nose  fiiall  hie. 

A  t«ng,  tlut  ferred  in  foretn  realmes  hb  king, 
Whofe  conrteovs  talke  t6  Tcittie  did  iniame, 
Eche  noble  Wt,  a  wooithy  gnyde  t©  bHnff 
Our  EngHfli  youth,  by  tratvayle  onto  fnnr. 

An  eye  whofe  judgment  none  offeft  couM  btind^ 
Friendcs  toaHnre  and  foes  to  reconeyle ; 
Whofe  piercing  k>oke  did  reprefent  a  mynde 
With  VCTtne  fnoghf,  repofed  voyde  of  gnyle. 

A  hart,  where  dreade  waf  never  fs  impreft. 
To  hydethe  tk^^ht.tbatmight  the  tronth  avaunce 
In  neither  fortnne  loft,  nor-yet  rcpreft, 
To  fweH  in  wehh,  or  yield  unto  mifchsttncey 

A  valiant  corps,  where  force  and  beaaty  met, 
Happy,  alas  f  too  happy,  bat  for  foes, 
Lived,  and  ran  the  race,,  that  nature  fct. 
Of  manhodes  flupe,.  where  (he  the  mold  did  lofe. 

But  when  to  the  heavens  that  (imple  fouleisfled 
Which  left  with  foch,  a>  covet  Chrilt  to  knowe, 
Witnc(s  of  faith,  that  never  ihal  be  dead ; 
Sent  for  our  health,  but  not  received  fo. 
Thns  for  our  gilt,  this^ewe!  have  we  loft, 
The  earth  hit  bonet,  the  heavens  pofTeiTc  his  ghoft. 


(jftUfimt^ 


In  the  mde  tge  when  knowledge  was  not  ryfe» 
H  Jove  in  Crete  and  other  were  that  uught. 
Arts  to  convert  to  profite  of  our  lyfe. 
Wend  after  death  to  have  theyr  temples  fought, 
If  vertue  yet  no  voyde  unthankful!  tymes, 
Fayled  of  fome  to  blaft  her  endle^i  fame, 
A  goodly  mtane  both  to  deterre  from  crime. 
And  to  our  (leppes  our  fequele  to  enflame : 
In  dayes  of  tntth  if  Wyates  frendes  them  wayle. 
The  only  det  that  dead  or  quick  may  clayrae. 
That  rare  wit  fpent,  employed  to  our  avayle. 
Where  Chrift  is  taught  we  led  to  venues  trayne. 
His  lively  face  their,  breades  how  did  it  frcat, 
Whoi0  cyndtesyet,  with  envy  they  do  cate. 


CfSankMofaUs  S/homraUg  /^v,  and  miftrJtU  dtalA. 

Tbassikiam  king  in  peace,  with  foule  defyre, 
And  filthy  hiftes,  that  ftaynde  hts  regall  hart. 
In  warre  that  flieuld  fet  princely  hcartes  on  fyre, 
Did  yeld,  van^i(hc  for  want  of^marcial  arte. 
The  dynt  of  fwordes  from  kifles  femed  ftrange. 
And  harder,  than  his  ladies  fyde,  hi^- targe. 
From  glutton  fetfles,  to  fotildiers  fare,  a  change, 
His  helmet,  farre  above  a  garlandes  charge. 
Who  fcafe  the  name  of  manhood  did  retaine, 
Drenched  in  flouth,  and  womanniAr  delight^ 
Feble  of  fprite,  inrpacienc  of  payoe. 
When  he  had  loft  his  honour,  and  his  ris^t 
Proud  time  of  wealth,  in  ftormes  appalkd  with 

dread, 
Mchhercd  himfelfc,  to  (hswv  fbone  manf^Ii  dede. 


Hwvo  m  agtis  amimt  xokh  bit  none  ^Udi^  andhnv  tS^ 
age  tf  CbitJren  it  the  ha^^ifi  if  ibrj  had  JklU  t^ 
uadttfland  ii» 

Lavo  in  my  ^et  bed,  in  iludy  as  I  wenr 

I  faw  within  my  troubled  bead,  ahea|i  Uthtn^j^ 

appear, 
And  every  thought  did  ihew  fo  lyvely  in  myne 

eyes. 
That  now  I  fight,  an^  then  I  frnDdc,  as  caufe  of 

thoughts  did  ryfe. 
I  £iwe  the  little  boy,  io  thought  how  oft  tha^  he . 
IHd  wifhe  of  God,  to  licape  the  rod,  a  tall  youi^ 

man  to  be, 
The  yoang  man  eake  that  feles  his  bones  with 

pames  opprcft 
How  he  would  b<;  a  riche  old  man,  to  liye  and 

lye  at  reft  ?  {fore. 

The  riche  olde  man  that  fees  his  end  draw  on  fo 
How  he  would  be~a  boy  againe  to  live  lb  much 

the  more.  [three. 

Whereat  full  oft  I  (mylde,  to  fee  how  all  thole 
From  boy  to  man,  from  man  to  boyi  would  chop 

and  change  degree. 
And  mufing  thus,  t  think,  the  cafe  isvery  flrange* 
That  man  bom  wealth,  to  livoin  wo,  doth  ever 

ieke  to  change, 
Thus  thoughtful)  as  1  lay,  I  fawe  my  withered  fkyn. 
How  it  doth  Ihew  my  dented  chewes,  the  flcfli 

was  worn  fo  thin» 
And  eke  my  tothelcfs  chaps,  the  gates  of  my  right 

way, 
That  opes  and  fhuttes,  as  I  do  fpeak;  do  thus  unto 

me^fay; 
The  white  and  hoiifh  hcres,.the  melfengersof  age,. 
That  ihew  like  lines  of  true  belief,  that  this  Ufe 

doth  afTuage, 
Biddes  the  lay  hand,  and  ieele  tliem  hanging  on 

thy  chin. 
The  whxche  doth  write  to  ages  paft,  the  third  now 

coming  in,  '     [tyme. 

Hang  up  therefore  the  bitte^  of  thy  yong  wanton 
And  thuu  that  th4:rcln  beaten  art,  the  happieft  life 

defyne :  [toyc. 

Whereat  1  fjghed,  and  fayde,  farewell  my  wonted 
TruUie  up  thy  packe,  and  trudge  from  me  to  every 

little  boy. 
And  tell  them  thus  from  me,  their  time  moft  hap* 

pyis, 
If  to  thejrr  time  they  reafon  had,  to  know  the 

truih  of  this. 


Bwiun  tp  mibi  fa$d  Bttmilia/fi  me. 

Thb  ftormes  are  paft,thefe  doudt  are  over  blowne. 
And  humble  chere,  great  vigour  hath  reprcft, 
)coc  the  dcfaulte  is  ^t  apayne  for  knowne. 
And  patience  graft  in  a  decermed  breft. 
And  in  the  heart  where  hcapes  of  griefes  were 

growiie 
The  fwetc  revenge  has  planted  mrrth  and  reft, 
No  compnny  fo  pleafant  as  mice  OMn«, 


iot 
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Tlirtldom  at  large>  hath  made  this  prifon  free. 
Banger  well  paft  rememhred  workes  delight. 
Of  lingering  doubles  fuche  hope  is  fprong  pardie, 
That  nought  I  finde  difpleafanc  in  mj  fight. 
But  when  my  glafle  presented  unto  me,  * 

The  cnreleis  wound  that  blcdith  day  and  night. 
To  think  (alas)  fuch  hap  fhould  grauntcd  be ; 
Unto  a  wretch  that  hath  fo  oft  been  (hed. 
For  Britannes  iake  (alas)  and  now  is  ded. 


SxUfrtaHoa  ttltamtij  tthers  irwhU* 

>f  r  Ratclif,  when  thy  rechelefle  youth  offendes. 
Receive  thy  fcourge  by  others  chai^ement, 
For  fuch  calling,  when  it  woorkes  none  amendes 
Then  plages  are  fent  without  advertifement ; 
Yet  Salomon  j(ayd,  the  wronged  fliall  recure. 
But  Wyat  feidlirue,  the  fcarre  doth  aye  endure. 


Tbt  fio^  rf  «  wearied  Lover, 

Tht  £uify,  which  that  I  have  ferred  long. 
That  hath  alway  been  enemy  to  myne  ca£e» 
Semed  of  late  to  rue  upon  my  wrong. 
And  baddo  me  flye  the  caufie  of  my  mlcafe. 
And  I  fnrthwith  did  preafe  out  of  the  throog. 
That  thought  by  flight  my  painfull  heart  to  plotfe 
Some  other  way,  tiU  I  (aw  faith  more  ftit»iig» 
And  to  my  felf  I  (aid,  alas,  thofe  dayes 
In  vain  were  fpent,  torunnethe  race  (b  lon^. 
And  with  that  thought,  1  met  my  gttyde,  that 

plaine. 
Out  of  the  way  wherein  I  wandered  wrong. 
Brought  me  amiddes  the  hilles  in  ba(e  BnUajne, 
Wherein  1  am  now,  as  reftlefs  to  remayn, 
Againft  my  will,  fiUl  plca(ed  with  my  p^yn. 
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DIDO  AND  AENEAS  GOING  TO  THE  FIELD  *; 

TRANSLATED  TROM   THF  FOURTH  BOOK  OF  .TIRGIL*S  ENEIDE. 


-——At  the  threfliold  of  her  chamber  dore 
The  Carthage  lords  did  on  the  qaene  attend ; 
The  trampltDg   fteed,   with    gold   and    purple 

trapt, 
Chfwing  the  foaming  bit  ther  fcrcely  ftood. 
Then  iflned  (be,  awa/ted  with  great  train, 
Clad  in  a  cK>ke  of  Tyre  embroider*d  rich. 
Her  quiver  hung  behind  her  back,  her  trcile 
JCnotted  in  gold,  her  purple  Tefture  eke 
Butcned  with  gold.  The  Trojans  of  her  train 
Before  her  go,  with  gladfomc  lulut, 
iSneas  eke,  the  goodlieft  of  the  route. 
Makes  one  of  them>  and  jojneth  dofb  the  throng. 
Like  when  Apollo  kaveth  Lycia, 
His  wintring  pUce,  and  Xanthns'  flood  likewife 
To  Yiiit  Delos,  his  mother's  manfion. 
Repairing  eft  and  fiirnilhing  her  quire : 
The  Candians  and  the  folke  of  Driopes 
With  painted  Agathyrfies,  ihoute  and  crye» 


Environing  the  altars  round  about ; 

When  that  he  walkes  upon  Mount  Cynthus*  top 

His  fparkled  trefle  repreft  with  garUndcs  foite. 

Of  tender  leaves,  and  trufled  up  in  golde ; 

His  quivering  darts  clattering  behind  his  ba^e. 

So  freih  and  luftie  did  .Sneas  feme — 

But  to  the  hills  and  wild  holtes  when  they  came,* 

From  the  rocket  top  the  driver  favage  rofe« 

Loe  from  the  hills  above,  on  thother  fide. 

Through  the  wide  lawns  thy.  gan  to  take  tbetff 

courfe. 
The  hartcs  likewife,  in  troops  taking  their  flight, 
Rayfing  the  duft,  the  mountain  fad  forfake. 
The  childe  lulus,  blithe  of  his  fwift  fteede 
Amids  the  plain,  now   pricks  by  them,  now 

thefc; 
And  to  encounter,  wiflieth  oft  in  minde. 
The  foming  boar  infteede  of  fearful  beaflbs. 
Or  lion  browne,  might  from  the  hill  defcend. 


DIPO'S  PASSION,  AND  ITS  EFFECTES  ON  THE  RYSINQE  CITIE, 


rftOM  TBE  SAME  BOOi;. 


— »— Awn  when  they  all  were  gone; 
And  the  dimme  moon  doth  efte  withold  her  light ; 
And  Aiding  flarres  provoked  unto  Qepe, 
Alooe  file  mourns  within  her  palace  voidc,' 
And  fiu  her  downe  on  her  forfaken  bed : 
And  abfent  him  flie  heares,  when  he  is  gone. 
And  feeth  eke.    Oft  in  her  cuppe  flie  holdes 


Afcauios,  trapped  by  his  father's  forme* 
So  to  begile  the  love  cannot  be  told  1 
The  turrettes  now  arize  not,  erft  begonne  ; 
Neither  the  youth  welde  arms,  nor  they  avaace 
The  portes,  nor  other  mete  defence  for  warr. 
Broken  there  hang  the  workes,  and  myhty  (rime 
Of  walks  high  n^cd,  thretening  the  flue* 


•  This  amiaehPffiffvufhigpuni^  0rt  mvf  priirttJ,  for  tbtjirfiimif  am^g  Sumfs  Pcmi. 
Vot.  L  Qj{ 


THE   Wp?.KS   OF  SUR?.EV. 


9ver  the  tomb  of  Thomas  Clere^  ^fy'f  ^«  Lan^h^th  Churchy  was  formerly  a^ 
tablet  with  tlf,e  folh'^ing  epitaph^  writjm  hy  the  Earl  (f  Huxrey. 


X.piTAPBiUM  Thomje  Clcre,  qui  faro  faniftus 
eft'r54|5,  au^ore  H«nrico  Hov^ard  comite  Surri- 
cnfi,  in  cujm  fclicU  ingcnii  fpecimen  &  fingtilafit 
i'acundix  argomentUm  appcnfa  fuit,  hxc  tabula 
per  W.  Howard,  filium  Thomae  nopcr  Duels  Norf. 
fiHi  ejuTdcm  Htnrici  comitis  durrieoiis. 

Noffolke  fpning  thee,  Lambeth  hcld<  thee  dead, 
Clerc  of  the  Count  of  Clcrcninnt  thou  hight,      ' 
Wi^in  the  womb  of  Ormofiviy  race  thou  bred^ 
And  faweft  thy  cokn  crowi^cU  ia  thy  fight ; 


Shelton  for  love,  Surrey  for  Lord  thon  chafe. 
Aye  me  while  life  did  laft  that  leaj»ne  was  tender 
Tracing  whofe  ft^)9  thou  fawcft  Kclfill  blas<r, 
Laundorfcy  Ivirnt  and  hartcr'd  Bu!l.eyn*s  reader^ 
At  Muttrell  ^les  hopdcfs  of  all  rccurc 
Thine  Earl  hilf  dead,  gave  in  thy  hand  hia  will. 
Which  cattfe  did  thee  this  pining  death  procure 
Ere  fumraers  four  timrs  fevcn  thou  couldft  fuHi!l 
Aye  Clere,  if  love  had  booted  care  or  cc»lt 
Hea>*n  had  ooc  wouue,  nor  earth  fo  timely  luft. 


THE 


POETICAL    WORKS 


O  F 


SIR    THOMAS    WYAT, 


hit 


.tOVI^BTt^  I  IMITATIONS, 

CPItTI.9t,  I  TftAVSLATMIft, 


t9V.  (9V.  i^c. 
T»  which  b  prtfiaed 

r^i:    I/F^    OF  THE    4UrH0R. 


a^ir 


Thej  with  the  Mn^es  who  conirerfed,  were 

That  princely  Surebt,  earlj  io  the  time 

Of  the  Eight  Henry,  who  was  then  the  prime 

Of  England's  noble  youth.  With  him  there  ^ame 

Wtat,  with  reverencf  whom  we  fiili  do  name 

Amongft  our  poets :  Br  tan  had  a  (hare 

With  the  two  former,  which  accounted  are 

The  time's  heft  makers,  and  the  aothors  were 

Of  thofe  (mall  poems  which  the  title  bear 

Of  Sai^ei  ami  Smmettis,  wherein  oft  they  hit 

On  many  dainty  paflagei  of  wit.  • 
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THE  LIFE  OF  JVYAT. 


5w  Tbokas  Wtat  wm  the  foD  of  Henry  Wyat,  Efq,  of  ADiiigtoo  Caille,  in  Kent,  where  ho 
vnM  bom,  io  the  year  1503.  He  U  coniinonly  called  the  elder,  to  diHingnUh  him  (rom  his  fon,  o£ 
^e  fame  pame,  who  raifed  a  rebellion  io  the  reign  of  Qtieen  Mary. 

He  received  the  rudiments  of  hit  education  at  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  went  to  Oxford,  where 
he  completed  his  ftndiea :  But  his  chief  and  moft  fplendid  accompliihments  were  derived  from  hit 
travels  into  various  parts  of  Europe,  which  he  frequently  vifited  in  the  quality  of  an  envoy. 

He  was  the  contemporary  and  friend  of  the  accomplifhed  and  high-fpirited  Barl  of  Surrey.  A 
iinularity,  or  rather  iamenefs  of  tafte  and  of  purfutts,  as  it  is  a  proof,  fo  perhaps  it  was  the  chief  ce^ 
ment  of  that  inviolable  fricndOiip  which  fn^fified  between  thenu 

His  wit  and  popular  accompliihments.  rendered  him  one  of  the  brilliant  ornaments  of  the  court  of 
ICing  Henry  the  Eighth,  which  at  leaft  affeded  to  be  polite ;  and  as  Henry  did  not  always  ad  from 
cruelty  and  caprice,  he  was  endeared  to  him,  for  his  fidefity  and  fuccefr  in  the  execution  of  public 
bttiineis,  his  fldll  in  arms,  literature,  £smiliarity  with  languages,  and  lively  converiation. 

Wood,  Who  degrades  every  thing  by  poverty  of  ftyle,  fays,  that  **  the  king  was  in  a  high  manner 
delighted  with  his  vtUtyjtJU**  He  is  reported  to  Juve  occafioned  the  Refonnation  by  a  joke,  and  t9 
have  planned  the  fall  of  Cardinal  WoUey  by  a  feafonable  ftory. 

But  he  had  almoft  loft  his  popularity,  either  from  an  intimacy  with  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  which 
was  called  a  connediOn,  or  the  gloomy  cabals  of  Bi&op  Bonner,  who  could  not  bear  has  political 
foperiority. 

Yet  his  pru^ce  and  integrity,  no  lefs  than  the  powers  of  his  oratory,  jnfiif&ed  his  hinocence. 
He  laments  his  feveTe  and  unjuft  imprifonment,  on  that  ocealion,  in  a  fotmet  addrefled  to  the  bravtf 
and  accompli£bed  Sir  Francis  Bryan  \  infinuating  his  folidtode,  that  although  t^e  wound  would  bo 
healed,  the  fear  would  remain ;  and  that  to  be  acquitted  of  the  aceufrtion,  would  avail  but  Uttle, 
wbl^the  thoughts  of  having  been  accuiied  were  ftill  frefli  in  his  remembrance. 

He  recovered  his  liberty  and  the  king's  favour,  and  viras  wife  enough  not  to  interrupt  his  plesfureiy 
bis  convenience,  or  his  ambition ;  but  fpent  much  of  his  time  at  AHington  Caftle,  which  ho  magni- 
ficently repaired  **  for  the  reception/'  fays  Jacob,  "  of  one  of  his  noble  fplrit  and  refined  tafte  of 
life ;  which  were  more  fuperior  to  his  anccftors  ^lan  his  ftately  mandon,  by  the  coftly  reparations, 
exceeded  the  ancient  ftrudure." 

In  one  of  his  tprJUu  u  P^ina,  on  the  life  of  a  courtier,  his  execration  of  flatterers  and  courtiers  is 
contralled  With  an  entertaining  pidure  of  his  owi\  private  life  and  rural  enjoyments  at  AUingtoa 
Caftlc. 

i;ius  is  the  caufe  that !  could  never  yet 

Hang  on  their  fleeves,  that  weigh,  a»  thou  maift  lee, 

A  chip  of  chaunce  more  than  a  pound  of  wit ; 

This  nuketh  me  at  home  to  hunt  and  hawke, 

And'in  fowle  wether  at  my  booke  to  fit;  ,-. 

In  froft  and  fisowe  then  vrith  my  bow  to  ftalke; 

No  man  doth  marke  wherefo  1  ride  or  go ;         ' 

In  lufly  leas  at  liberty  I  walke ; 

And  of  thefe  newes  I  fele  no  weale  nor  wo^ 

Save  that  a  clogge  doth  hang  yet  at  my  hele ; 

No  forfe  for  that,  for  it  is  ordered  fo. 

That  I  may  leapt  both  hedge  and  dike  fol  wele.  ^ 
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I  am  not  pow  in  Fraunce,  to  judge  the  wioe,  &c« 
But  I  am  here  in  Kent  and  Chriftendome, 
Among  the  mufet,  where  1  rcade  and  rime. 

The  "  doggc**  he  complains  of,  proWbly  alludes  to  fome  office  which  he  ftill  held  at  conrf,  andf 
which  ibmetimes  recalled  him,  but  not  too  frequently,  firom  the  coontry. 

It  is  a  common  mifUke  of  his  biographers,  that  he  died  abroad  of  the  plague,  in  an  embafly  to 
Charles  the  Fifth.  Being  fent  to  conduA  that  dmperor*s  embaifador  from  Falnrouth  to  London, from 
too  eager  and  a  needlcfs  defire  of  executing  his  commiflion  with  difpatch  and  punduality,  he  cangh^ 
si  fever,  by  riding  in  a  hot  day ;  and  in  his  return,  died  on  the  road  at  Sherborn,  in  the  year  I54l> 
in  the  38th  year  of  his  age ;  and  was  buried  in  the  great  abbey  church  of  that  place. 

The  next  year,  Lcland  publilhed  a  book  of  Latin  verfcs  on  his  death,  intitled,  N^it  in  mtif^ 
T.  Viatic  with  a  wooden  print  of  his  head,  after  a  painting  of  Holbein,  and  the  following  elegant 
infcription  under  the  head : 

Holbenus  nttida  pingendi  maximur  art^, 
J^ffigicm  etpreflir  graphice,  fed  nullos  Apelfe^ 
Exprimet  ingenium  fcliz,  animumque  Fiati» 

tiU  poems  were  printed  by  Tottell,  in  his  editions  of  Snrrcy*8  poems,  of  IJ59  and  1565,  under  the 
title  of  the  Somget  tnd  Sonncttes  9f  ir  Thomas  JVyat  the  elder ,  and  reprinted,  with  the  poems  of  Surrey^ 
"kj  Dr.  Sew  el,  in  1717  i  and  are  now  admitted,  for  the  firft  time,  into  a  coUedion  of  claffical  £0* 
glifh  poetry. 

The  poetical  pieces  of  Wyat,  and  his  friend  Surrey,  were  in  high  reputatiba  with  their  contcmpo^ 
variea,  and.  for  many  yeais  afterwards.  They  are  thus  charaderifed  by  Puttenham,.  the  author  of 
the  old  '*  Art  of  Lrgliih  Poefie,*'  whofe  <^inion  remained  long  as  a  rule  of  critidfm  :  **  In  the  lat- 
ttr  end  of  the  fame  kinge's  (^Henry's)  raigne,  fpronge  up  a  new  company  of  wit  makers,  of  whom 
Sir  Thomas  Wyat  the  elder,  and  Henry  Earle  of  Surrey,  were  the  two  cbieftainet ;  who  baring  tra* 
vailed  into  Ualie,  and  there  tafted  the  fweete  and  (lately  meafures  and  fiyle  of  the  Italian  pocile,  as 
Bo viies  newly  crept  out  of  the  fchooles  of  Dante,  Ariofto,  and  Petrarch,  they  greatly  poliihed  our  rude 
and  homely  manner  of  vulgar  poeUe  from  that  it  had  been  before,  and  for  that  caufc  may  juftly  be 
fayd  the  firft  reformers  of  our  Epgliir  meetre  and  ftyle."  And  again,  *'  Henry  Earl  of  Surrey,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  between  whom  I  find  very  little  difference,  I  repute  them  (as  before)  for  the  two 
cbief  lanternes  of  light  to  all  others  that  have  fince  employed  their  pennes  upon  Englilh  poefie  ; 
Their  conceits  were  lofty,  their  Ilyles  ftately,  their  conveyance  cleanly,  their  terms  proper,  their  mee- 
tre fweet,  and  well  proportioned ;  in  all,  imitating  very  naturally  and  (ludioufly  their  maiAer,  FraiH 
cis  Petiatch  **    P.  48— 50.    Edit.  1589. 

Leland  is  lavifli  in  his  praife,  and  fcruples  ttot  to  compare  him  to  Dante  and  Peinrch  : 

Xet  Florence  fair  her  Dante  juHly  boaft. 

And  royal  Rome  her  Petrarch^ t  numberM  feet ; 
.  In  EngViJh  fVyat,  both  of  them  doth  coaft, 
.  ^^  .„ . . .  llf  whom  all  graceful  eloquence  doth  meet. 

Id  Surrey's  elegy  on  the  death  of  Wyat,  his  charader  is  delineated  in  £he  following  nertoiit  *n€ 
ttianly  quatraines : 

A  vifage  Heme  and  mild,  where  both  did  growe; 

Vice  to  contemne,  in  vertue  to  rejoyce ; 

Amid  great  Hormes,  whom  grace  aifured  fo 

To  live  upright,  and  finilc  at  fortune*!  choyco.  * 
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A  U 'v'.i;;  that  fcrvcd  in  forcin  rcalnics  his  king,' 
"W'hofe  courttfou)^  talk  to  vcrtuc  did  cnrtanjc 
Huhc  iK»l>Ic  heart ;  a  worthy  guidr  to  bring 
Ocr  Englirti  youth  by  travail  unto  fame  ; 

An  cvf,  whofc  judgment  none  affc<ft  coiild  blind ; 
Friend  to  allure,  and  foes  to  recrtncile  ; 
Whofe  perfing  look  did  rcprcfent  a  minde 
■\Vith  virtue  fraught,  rcpofcd,  void  of  gilc. 

A  hart,  where  dreade  was  never  fo  imprcft    ^ 

To  lf;de  the  thought  that  might  the  truth  advance ; 

In  neither  fortooe  loft,  nor  yet  rcprcft. 

To  fwell  in  'wekh,  or  yeld  unto  mtfdiance  —  • 

Thy  fame,  great  Wyat,  (hall  by  all  be  read  ; 
What  v<:rtues  rare  were  tcmpcrM  in  thy  bread  ! 
Honowr  tliat  England  fuch  a  jewel  bred, 
And  k'lh  the  grouu'u  w hereon  thy  corpfe  did  reft. 

It  will  be  fiipeifljons  to  tranfjribc  the  panegyrics  of  hif>  contemporaries,  after  this  eiicomiam  of 
Surrey,  in  which  his  amiable  chard(5lcr  owes  more  to  truth  than  to  the  graces  of  poetry,  or  to  tKc 
flattery  of  friendlnip.  ' 

It  is  mentioned,  to  his  honour,  by  Puttenham,  that  he  co-operated  with  Surrey  in  corre^ing  the 
Toughncfs  of  our  poetic  ftylc.  He  certainly  defcrves  equally  of  poftcrity  with  Surrey  for  khe  dili- 
gence with  which  he  cultivated  elegant  literature.  But  in  his  poetical  capacity,  he  feemt  to  hare 
wanted  the  judgment  of  his  friend  Surrey,  who.  in  imitating  Petrarch,  reGllcdthc  contagion  of  his 
conceits.  He  has  more  imitations,  and  even  tranflations  from  the  Itc^lian  poets,  than  Surrey;  and  he 
leems  to  have  been  more  fond  of  their  conceits.  He  is  confcffedly  inferior  to  him  in  harmony  of 
cumbers,  perfpicuity  of  exprcITTon,  and  facility  ofphrafeology.  Nor  is  he  equal  to  him  in  elegance 
of  fentiment,  in  nature  and  finfibility.  His  feelings  are  difguifed  by  affcdation,  and  obfcured  by  fan- 
tadic  incongruiries.  His  declarations  oT  palTion  are  embarraflcd  by  wit  and  fancy  ;  afid  his  flyle  is 
uot  iht'elligiblc,  in  proportion  as  it  is  carelcfs  and  unadorned. 

His  chief  merit  is  of  ilie  m6ral  and  diilaAic  kind.  His  poems  abound  more  in  good  fcnfe,  fatire,  andi 
^fervations  on  life,  than  in  pathos  and  imagination.  Yet  there  is  a  degree  of  lyric  CwtctntCt  in  the 
lines  to  his  lute,  in  which  tlv  Uvc'r  com/>laiaetc  tbc  unUnJnefs  of  bit  love ;  and  in  the  little  ode,  or  rather 
epigram  on  his  return  from  Spain  into  Eaglaud,  tUere  is  great  iimplicity  and  propriety,  together 
with  a  ftrain  of  poetic  ailufion.  In  the  fatiric  vein  of  his  ep'ifda  to  Pointt  and  J^ryan,  there  is  much 
•f  the  familiar  eleojancc  of  Horace ;  a  ftylc  of  wriTmg  v;hich  Cowpcr  has  caught  wilh  great  fucccls, 
in  his  «  Table  Talk,"  &c.  &c. 

Among  Wyat*8  poems,  is  an  unfinilbed  tranflation,  in  Alexandrian  veffc,  of  the  fong  of  Jopal',  in 
ftic  firft  book  of  Virgil's  ^ncid.  VV'yat's  and  Surrey's  verfions  ^rom  V>r,r^J,  arc  tJie  firft*  regular 
tranflations  in  Englilh  oT  an  ancient  eiaflical  poet.  A  vcrfion  of  David's*  Pfalms,  by  Wyat,  is  highly 
exuUed  by  Surrey  and  Lejand.  But  \C'yat*s  vcrfion  of  the  PemierMal  Pfulmtf  {ttmi  to'  be  a  feparare 
•work  from  his  tranHation  of  the  whole  pfallefy  ;  and  probably  that  which  is  phiifed  by  Surrey,  in 
the  ode,  ir.titnlcJ,  Praife •/ cerfaine  Pfalmes  of  Davi^ytranflaUJ iy  Sir  Tboieas  Ji'yat  thseUtr,  They  were 
printed  in  1549.  But  this  vcrfion,  with  that  of  Surrey,  mentioned  in  his  li(e,  is  now  loft.  The 
charaAtr  of  Wyat  has  received  every  poflible  illuftration  from  Lord  Orfdrd  aiid  Mr.  Wirton ;  after 
whofc  difcriminating  touches,  cvcfry  ftrokc  froni  a  caf\ial  hand  muft  fcrvrf  rather  to  ibjurc  thanim^- 
prove  the  likencfs. 

"  Itwaifrom  the  capricious  and  over-ftraihcd  invention  of  tfec  Italian  poets,'*  faysMr.  Warton,  'Hhat 
Wyat  was  tnught  to  torture  t^c  paflion  of  love,  by  prolix  and  intricate  comparifont,  and  unnatural' 
a'lu'tons.    !  am  of  opinbn,  -h^t  hs  mll^ook  \iM  tnlcntn,  w^en  ia  compliance  with  the  modk,  he  \t^ 
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came  a  fonnetteer ;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  a  few  inftancet,  that  he  was  likelf  to  treat  any  oChfir 
fubje^  with  more  fncccfs  than  that  of  love.  His  abilities  were  feduced  and  miiapplied,  in  fabricat- 
ing fine  fpeeches  to  an  obdarate  miflrcfs.  He  appears  a  much  more  plcafing  writer,  when  he  moraUfiea 
on  the  felicities  of  retirement,  and  attacks  the  Tanities  and  vices  of  a  court,  with  the  boneft  indigna- 
tion of  an  independent  philofopher,  and  the  freedom  and  pleaiantry  of  Horace.  Three  of  hia  €fi£- 
ties  are  profefledly  written  in  this  drain ;  and  we  mull  regret,  that  he  has  not  left  more  pieces  taa 
ilyle  of  compofition  for  which  he  feems  to  have  been  eminently  qualified." 

To  the  poems  of  Surrey  and  Wyat^^re  annexed,  in  TotteU*s  edition,  thole  >of  Umetrtaime  AitOomn^ 
Many  of  thefe  pieces  are  mnch  in/ine  manner  of  Surrey  and  Wyat,  which  was  the  (aihion  of  the 
times.  They  are  all  anonymous;  but  probably  Sir  Francis  Bryan,  George  Boleyn  Earl  of  Roch- 
ford,  and  Lord  Vauz,  contemporary  rhymers  and  ibonetteers,  were  lai*ge  contributers.  Two  of  them, 
intituled,  The  Aged  L^ver  rhmmuib  Low^  io*  which  are  three  ftanzas  of  the  grave-digger's  fong  in 
Shakefpear*s  Hamlet,  and  The  AJfauUeof  Cupide,  dec.  are  the  undoubted  produdion  of  Lord  Vanz; 
*'  a  man  of  marvellous  facility  in  vulgar  making." 

The  merit  of  fome  of  thofe  pieces  is  fo  confiderable,  as  to  juAify  a  feledion;  and  the  reader 
owes  to  the  compiler  of  thefe  narratives,  whatever  plcafurc  or  difguft  he  may  have  in  finding  a  fped- 
men  of  the  firfl  printed  poetical  mifcellany  in  the  Englilh  language  in  this  coUedion. 

What  has  plealcd  himfelf,  he  has  undertaken  to  recommend  to  others ;  and  as  fenfe  and  genms 
are  not  wanting  in  the  pieces  he  has  endeavoured  to  prefcrve,  it  will  not  be  fo  much  the  fault  of 
the  writers,  as  of  the  the  language,  if  they  are  not  read  with  pleafure. 

The  flanzas,  intituled,  A  Praifeofbls  Ladie^  have  that  elegance  which  refults  from  fim|dicity.  The 
thoughts  fupport  themfclves,  without  the  afiedations  of  language  ;  and  the  compliments  arc  fuch  as 
would  not  difgrace  the  gallantry  or  the  poetry  of  a  polilbed  age.  Pottenham  fpeaks  highly  of  the 
•*  counterfait  a^ion'*  in  Lord  Vaux*8  AJfaidte  ofCupiJei  but  there  is  more  poetry  in  fome  of  the  old 
pageants,  than  in  the  contrivance  of  the  allegory  of  this  piece.  In  the  little  ode  intitled  rf  his  m^ 
treft  M.  B.  much  pretty  defcription  and  imagination  is  built  on  the  circumftance  of  a  lady  bein^ 
named  Baycs.  Harf)alus*s  complaint  of  Fi)iltidae\  tcve  hfjlrwedw  Conn,  is  perhaps  the  firft  example  in 
our  language  now  remaining  of  the  pure  unmixed  pafloral ;  and  for  eafe  of  numbers,  elegance  of  m* 
ral  allufion,  and  fimplicity  of  imagery,  ezcells  every  thing  of  the  kind  in  Spenfer,  who  is  erroneonily 
ranked  as  oor  ear  lied  Englifb  bucolic.  In  the  poem,  intituled,  Tl/ataJl  tblmgs  fimeiime fmdt  edfe  ofthmr 
faine,  Jav*  wly  tbc  lover,  fome  of  the  flanzas  deferve  attention  for  their  fimple  beauty  and  native  force 
of  exprcHion.  In  the  ode,  in  which  The  hver  in  defpair  UmemUth  bis  cafe,  there  is  more  pathos  and  feel- 
ing than  in  any  other  piece  of  the  whole  colleAion,  The  epigram,  Of  a  mrw  married Jtmdemt^  who 
was  purfuing  his  ftudics  fuccef&fully,  but  in  the  midft  of  his  literary  career,  married  unfortunately, 
contains  a  general  joke  on  an  unhappy  match.  It  U,  perhap«,  the  firfl  pointed  epigram  in  the  En- 
glilh language ;  and  may  have  fallen  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  one  of  the  heft  jokers  of 
that  age.  In  the  elegant  little  ode,  intituled,  Tbe  Lover  that  once  difdained  love,  &c.  a^e  the  two  lincsiaid 
to  be  written  by  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  in  a  window,  at  Fotheringay  calUe. 
From  the  toppe  of  all  my  truft,  ' 

Miihap  hath  throweu  me  in  the  duft. 

The  unfortunate  queen  only  quoted  a  dillich  applicable  to  her  fituation,  which  (be  remembered  in 
a  fafhionaMe  colledion  of  poems,  perhaps  the  amufement  of  her  youth.  With  the  Soages  amd Sommntet 
0/ Uncertain  Ai/3ourt,  the  original  editor  has  printed  Songes  xaritiem  by  N,  G.,  the  initials  of  Nicholas 
Grimoald,  who  is  the  fccond  Englifh  poet  after  Surrey  that  wrote  in  blank  verfe ;  to  which  he  added 
new  firength,  elegance,  and  modulation.  As  a  writer  of  verfe  in  rhyme  he  yields  to  none  of  his 
contemporaries,  for  a  mafterly  choice  of  chafle  czprcfiion,  and  the  concife  elegancies  of  dida&ic 
Terfification.  His  poem  in  Fraifi  o/Mea/ure  keeping  has  all  the  fmartnels  which  belongs  to  the  mo^ 
dern  fiyle  of  fentcntious  poetry.  The  flanzas  on  tbe  Nine  Mufes  are  more  poetical,  and  not  lefs  corre^. 
His  poems  on  tbe  Deaib  ef  Cicero,  :md  the  Death  of  Z^roas,  are  impregnated  almoft  throughout  by  a 
^armth  of  imagination,  and  the  fpirit  of  pathetic  poetry. 

It  would  be  unpardonable  to  difmifs  the  poetical  works  of  Wyat  unaccompanied  by  thofe  ad» 
roirable  fpedmens  of  ancient  genius,  for  which  Englilh  literature  is  highly  indebted  to  Richard  Tot- 
tcU»  who,  at  a  critical  period,  colle<^cd  and  prefervcd  them  from  the  general  depredations  of  time, 
in  a  printed  volume. 


SONGES  AND  SONETTES. 


7h*  Uverfirjbam^afmft  hiitA  his  iepn  wiBU  Bis 
JmitbfiU  heart. 

The  long  love,  that  in  my  thought  1  hirber 
i^nd  in  Qif  heart  doth  kepe  hit  reiidence. 
Into  my  face  preafeth  with  bold  pretence. 
And  there campeth,  difplayinghis  banner; 
She  that  me  leamcs  to  love,  and  to  Aiffer, 
And  witiet  that  my  trtft  and  luflet  negligence 
Be  rtyned  by  reaibn,  Ihame,  and  reverence 
With  hit  hardinefle  takes  difpleafore. 
Wherewith  love  to  the  hartetforcd  he  6eeth, 
Ltavittg  bit  enterprile  with  paine  and  crye. 
And  there  him  hideth  and  not  appearcth, 
What  may  I  do  ?  when  my  maiiler  fearcth, 
But  in  the  field  with  him  to  live  and  dye, 
For  good  it  the  lyfe,  ending  £uthfully. 


n*  Uver  waxeth  ijoyjer^  and  will  net  dye/or  afftc» 


YtT  wat  I  never  of  your  love  agreved, 

Nor  never  ihall,  whyle  that  my  life  doth  laft ; 

But  of  hating  my  felf,  that  date  it  pall. 

And  tears  continual  fore  hath  me  wrricd : 

1  will  not  yet  in  my  greave  be  buried. 

Nor  on  my  tombe  your  name  have  fixed  fad, 

As  cmel  caufe,  that  did  my  fprite  foon  haft, 

From  th*  unhappie  bonet  by  great  fyghes  (tyred ; 

Then  if  an  heart  of  amorous  fsith  and  will 

Content  your  mind  withouten  doing  grief, 

Pleafe  it  you  fo  to  thit  to  do  relief, 

If  otherwyfe  you  feke  for  to  fulfyll 

Your  wrath,  you  erre,  and  ihal  not  as  you  wene. 

And  you  your  felf  the  caufe  thereof  have  bene. 


The  ahmfed  lever  feetu  hlsfeilj^  and  iniendeth  f  trvfl  t 
more, 

Wai  never  fyle  yet  half  fo  well  yfyled. 
To  fyle  a  fyle  for  any  fmithet  entent. 
At  I  wat  made  a  fyling  inftruoient. 
To  frame  other,  while  that  I  was  begykd, 
Bat  rcafott  We,,  hath  at  my  foly  Imyled, 


And  pardoned  me,  fins  that  I  me  repent. 
Of  my  laft  yeres,  and  of  my  tyme  mifpent* 

For  youth  led  me,  and  falfliod  me  mifguyded. 
Yet,  this  truft  1  have  of  great  appeafmcey 
Sins  that  deceyt  is  aye  returnable. 
Of  very  force  it  is  agreable. 
That  therewithall  be  done  the  recompeace^ 
Then  gyle  begiled,  plain*d  Ihould  be  never 
And  the  reward  is  little  truil  for  ever. 


The  lamer  d^trihetk  his  heimg  Jlrihen  wth  Jghi  ^  hSe 
lave. 

The  lively  fparkes,  that  ifltie  from  thofe  eyes, 
Againft  the  which  there  vaileth  no  defence. 
Have  perft  my  hart,  and  done  it  none  offence. 
With  quaking  pleafure,  more  than  once  or  twife 
Was  never  man  could  any  thing  devyfe, 
Sunne  beames  to  tume  with  fo  zrcat  vehemence 
To  dafe  mans  fight,  as  by  their  bright  preieoce 
Dafed  am  I,  much  lyke  unto  the  gyfe. 
Of  one  ftriken  with  dint  of  lightening. 
Blind  with  the  ftroke,  and  crying  hereand  there ; 
So  call  I  for  help,  I  not  when  or  where. 
The  payn  of  my  fall  paciently  bearing ; 
For  dreight  after  the  t^lafe  (as  is  no  wonder) 
Of  deadly  noyfi;  heare  I  the  fearful!  thunder. 


The  taaveriMg  lover  tailleth  and  drnidtdUmavt  Mh 
defire. 


Such  vayn  thought,  as  wonted  to  i 

In  defert  hope  by  well  affured  mone. 

Makes  me  from  company  to  live  alone, 

Ih  following  her,  whom  reaibn  biddes  me  iect 

And  after  her  my  heart  would  fain  be  gone* 

Bat  armed  fighes  my  way  do  flop  anone, 

Twixt  hope  and  dreade  locking  my  Ubertte* 

So  fleeth  flie  by  gentle  crueltie. 

Yet  as  I  geaffe  under  difdainfuU  brow. 

One  beam  of  truthe  is  in  her  dkmdy  looke. 

Which  comforu  the  mind,  that  earft  for  fear&ook« 

That  boldeft  ftrayght,  the  vray  then  feeke  I  how 

To  utter  forth  the  (mart  I  hyde  within. 

But  filch  it  is,  I  not  how  to  begin. 
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Titf  lover  honing  dreamed  e^Jtyi/tv  of  bh  love^  cotnpluln- 
etb  that  the  dreame  is  not  either  longer  or  truer. 

Unstable  dreame  accorJinjr  to  the  place, 
Be  ftedfaft  onc«,  or  els  at  lead  be  true, 
5y  tafted  fwectncfTe,  make  me  not  to  rcw, 
By  good  refpe<ft  in  fuch  a  danp^erous  dafc' 
Thou  broughtcft  Dot  her  into  thcfe  tofUn^  feas, 
But  madcft  my  fpirit  to  live,  my  care  tencreafe, 
My  body  in  temped  her  delight  tcmbrace, 
•fhe  body  dead!  the  fpr^tc  had  his  defire, 
PainlelTe  was  th'  one,  the  other  in  delight,  ^ 

Why  then,  alas !  did  it  not  ktfe  it  riglir. 
But  thus  rcturoe  to  leapc  into  the  fytr. 
And  where  it  wa?  at  wi(h,  could  not  remaine, 
Snch  mockcs  of  dreames  do  turn  to  deadly  payne, 


^he  lover  unhappy^  hiddetb  bjppy  levers  rejoice  iti  May^ 
%obUe  be  %uayleth  tbat  month  to  bint  mo^l  unlttekely. 

Ye  that  in  love  find  lucke  and  fwcte  abundance, 
And  live  in  lull  of  joyful  joHtie, 
Aryfc  for  fhame,  do  way  your  iluggardy, 
Arife,  I  fay,  do  May  fome  obfervance, 
l^et  me  in  beds  lye  dreaming  of  mifchaunce, 
I^et  me  remember  mv  miibappes  unhappy. 
That  me  betide  in  May  moft  commonly. 
As  one  whonfe  love  lift  little  to  advance. 
Stephan  faid  true,  that  my  nativitie 
Milthaur.tcd  Was  with  the  ruler  of  May  : 
Hegeft  (I  prove)  of  that  the  veritie 
In  May  wclth,  and  eke  my  wittes,  I  fay. 
Have  ftand  fo  oft  in  fuch  perplexitic, 
Joy,  let  me  dreame  of  your  fclicitic. 


The  lover  eonf^JJ'eth  himfelfin  love  tvrtb  Pbillis, 

It  waker  care,  if  fodayne  pale  colour, 
If  many  Cghcs  with  lirtlc  fpecche  to  phine, 
Now  joy,  now  wo,  if  they  my  chcrc  diHaine, 
For  hope  of  fm at,  if  much  to  fear  therefore. 
To  haft  or  flacke,  my  p:;ce  to  lelTc  or  more 
Be  fygne  do  love,  then  tu  I  love  againe : 
If  thoo  aBce  whome,  fure  fyns  I  did  refraioe, 
Brunct  that  fct  my  wclth  io  fuch  a  rorc  ; 
Th*  unfained  chere  of  Phyllis  hath  the  place 
That  Brunet  had,  (be  hath  and  cv^r  fbali, 
She  from  my  fclf  now  hath  me  in  her  grace, 
She  hath  in  hand  my  wit,  my  will  and  all. 
My  heart  alone  wel  wcorthy  Ihe  doth  ftay, 
Withoat  whofe  he  i^ie  ikaut  do  I  live  a  day. 


Of  others  fjinei Jot  to-uff  andtk«  lovers  faitied  mirths 

CesAR  when  that  the  traitour  of  Egipt 
Witli  t*  honours!  L  head  did  him  prcfcnt 
CN»verJng  his  hca.tc^  gUdncffe,  did  reprcfcnt 
Flayns  wiih  hij  tcarcs  outward,  as  it  i&  writ. 


Eke  Hanniball,  when  fortune  him  oat  thiC 

Clene  from  hi^  rcigne,  and  all  bis  entent, 

Laught  to  his  folkc,  whom  forow  did  cormeotg 

HI»  cruel  difpite  for  to  difgorgc  and  ^xt, 

So  chaunced  me,  that  every  paflion 

The  mynd  hydcth  by  colour  contrary. 

With  fained  vifage,  now  fjd,  now  wery, 

Wliereby  if  that  I  lau;;!i  at  any  feafon, 

It  is  becaufe  I  have  none  other  way 

To  doike  lAy  dare,  but  tmder  fporte  and  pby. 


Of  change  in 


£cuc  m^n  me  tePth,  f  change  mod  my  devifeg 
And  on  my  faith,  methinke  it  good  reafoo  ; 
To  chaunge  pur^fe,  like  after  the  feafon. 
For  in  eche  cafe  to  kepc  ftUl  one  guifc, 
Is  mrtc  for  them,  that  would  be  taken^wyfe^ 
And  j  vpa  hox  of  fuch  mancr  condicioii. 
But  treated  after  a  divers  faibion. 
And  thereupon  my  diverfenelfe  doth  ryfc. 
But  you  this  diverienefle  that  blamen  moft. 
Change  you  no  more,  but  ftill  after  one  rate, 
Treatc  you  me  welle,  and  kepe  yow  in  that  iUte, 
And  while  with  me  doth    dweil   this  wehed 

ghoft. 
My  wootd  nor  I  <ball  not  be  variable. 
But  always  one,  your  own  both  firm  aod  ftable. 


Hc'w  the  hver perijbetb  in  bis  delight^  to  tbefyt  ist  tht 
fer. 

Some  fowles  there  be  that  have  no  pcrfite  iighc, 
Againft  thefunnc  their  eyes  for  to  defend. 
And  fome  becauie  the  Ught  doth  them  ofiend^ 
Never  appere,  but  in  the  darke  or  night : 
Others  rcjoyce.  to  fee  the  fire  fo  bright. 
And  wcD?  to  play  in  it,  a«  they  pretend. 
But  f ,  iid  contrary  of  it,  as  they  entendc, 
Alas  of  that  fort,  nxay  I  be  by  right. 
For  to  withftand  her  looke  I  am  not  able. 
Yet  can  J  not  hyde  me  in  no  darke  place. 
So  foUoweth  mc  remembrance  of  that  face  ; 
That  with  my  teary  cycn,  fwolne,  and  naftabk. 
My  defteny  to  behold  her  doth  mc  Icadc, 
And  yet  I  know  I  runne  into  the  gle^d. 


jtgainfl  bis  tont  tbat  failed  U  utter  Htfuites. 

Because  I  ftill  kept,  thee  frolyesand  blame. 

And  to  my  power  alwaycs  the  honowred. 

Unkind  tongue,  to  yllhaft  thou  merendred, 

ForTuch  dcfert  to^  do  mc  wrekc  and  fiiame. 

In  nede  of  fuccour  moft  when  that  I  am 

fo  aflc  he  rewarde,  thou  ftandet  lykc  one  afrayde^ 

Alway  moft  cold  ;  and  if  one  word  be  fayd, 

A$  in  a  dreame,  uapcrfit  is  the  fame; 

And  ye  fait  tcarcs,  s.!Tainft  my  will  each  nighr. 

That  arc  with  xoe  when  I- would  be  done. 


S^ONOfiS    ANf)    SO'N*TTE§. 

1* hen  are  ye  gone,  when  I  (hould  make  my  mone, 
And  ye  fo  ready  fighes,  to  make  me  fliright. 
Then  are  ye  flacke,  when  that  ye  ihouide  outibirt, 
And  only  doth  my  loke  declare  my  ban. 


6ijl 


Dtferiptivi  oftbt  emtrarieut  pajiont  im  m  lovft, 

I  wntDt  no  peace*  and  aU  my  warre  U  done, 
I  fearc  and  hope,  I  burne,  and  (rcfc  lyke  yfe, 
i  flye  aloft,  yet  can  I  not  aryfe, 
And  nought  I  have,  aad  all  the  #orld  I  fealbnf, 
That  lockesnor  lofeth,  holdeth  me  in  prifon, 
And  hoides  me  not,  yet  can  I  fcape  no  wyfe, 
Nor  lettes  me  live,  nor  dye  at  my  dcTyfc, 
And  yet  of  death  it  geveth  me  occafion, 
'Without  eye  I  fee,  without  tongue  I  playne, 
I  wiih  to  perilh,  yet  I  alk  for  health, 
I  love  another,  and  I. hate  my  felfe, 
I  fede  me  in  forow,  and  laugh  in  all  my  payne. 
%A>,  thui  difpleafeth  me,  both  death  and  li£», 
And  my  ddight  it  cajofer  of  this  (Irife. 


Ifhe  h^er  cempmrrtb  bis  fiah'  to  m  Jhlppe  In  ftrUms 
forwu  ujfed  on  thefta, 

Mt  gaily  charged  wiOi  forgetfulnefle, 
Through  iharpe  feas,  in  winter  nightes  d6th  paffe, 
Twcne  rocke,  and  rockc,  and  eke  my  foe  (aias) 
t*hat  is  my  lord,  ilereth  with  cmelnelTe. 
And  every  houre,  a  thought  in  rcadinefle, 
/SA  though  that  death  wer  light  in  fuch  a  cafe. 
And  endicfle  wynde  doth  teare  the  fayle  apace 
Of  forced  fighes  and  trufty  frarfolneffe  : 
A  rayne  of  teares*  a  clonde  6f  dark  difdayne. 
Have  done  the  weried  covded  great  hindcrance ; 
tlTretched  with  erro ur,  and  with  ignorance. 
The  ftarres  be  hidde,  that  lead  me  to  this  payne. 
Dronnfle  is  reafon  that  (houlde  be  my  comforte, 
And  I  remayne,  difparing  of  the  porte. 


0/d$uhtfuUow, 

AtTSiNG  the  bright  beames  of  thofe  fayre  eyes, 
tinierc   he  abides  chat    mine  oft   moyftes  and 

waflicth 
The  wearied  mynde  ftreight  from  the  heart  de- 

partcth, 
To  reft  withii)  hU  worldly  paradyfe ; 
And  letter  findes  the  fwetc,  under  his  gjfe, 
"^IThat  webbes  there  he  hath  wrought,  well  he 

perceiveth, 
"Whcrby  then  with  hymlelfe  on  love  he  playneth, 
That  fpurs  with  fyre,  and  brydlcih  eke  with  yfe : 
In  fuch  extremitie  thps  is  he  brqught, 
Frozen  now  cold,  and  now  he  ftandes  in  flame, 
Twixt  wo  and  wealth,  betwixt  earneft  and  gaine, 
With  fcldomc  glad,  and  many  a  diVers  thought ; 
In  f'>rc  rcpciitaiice  of  his  hardineife, 
Qi  fuch  a  roote  loe  coQweth  frute  frutelelTe. 


^be  lover  Jbstvetb  bota  be  ufirfaken  of  fucb  at  bi 
fometime  enjtyed. 


They  flee  from  me,  that  fometime  did  mefcke, 
With  naked  fote  ftalking  within  my  chamber, 
Once  have  1  feoe  them  gentle,  tame,  and  meke. 
That  DOW  are  wyld,  and  do  not  once  remember. 
That  fometime  they  have  put  ^cmfclves  in  dai^ 

ger. 
To  take  bread  at  my  hand,  and  now  they  range, 
Bufely  feking  in  continual  change. 

Thanked  be  fortune,  it  hath  been  otherwyfe. 
Twenty  tymcs  better,  but  once  efpeciall, 
In  thine  aray,  after  a  pleafaunt  gyfe. 
When  her   loofe  go>^nc  did  from  her  i6o1iIden 

faU, 
And  ihe  me  caught  in  her  armes  long  and  fmall ; 
And  therwithall,  fo  fwetely  did  me  kyfle. 
And  foftly  fayd,  dear  hearte,  how  like  yon  this  I 

It  was  no  dreame,  for  I  lay  brcde  awaking. 
But  all  is  turned  now  through  my  gentknefle. 
Into  a  bitter  faihion  of  forfaking. 
And  I  have  leave  to  goe  of  her  goodncife ; 
And  (be  alfo  to  ufc  new  fangleneirc. 
But,  fyns  that  I  unkendly  fo  am  feryed. 
How  like  yon  this,  what  hath  ihe  now  defcrv«d^s' 


Tbi  Lady  to  amfwert  dtreSl]  tuUbjea  or  nmy. 

Mad  A  MI,  wathouten  many  woordes. 
Once  I  am  fure,  you  vHU,  or  no : 
And  if  yon  will,  then  leave  your  boordes, 
And  ufe  your  wit,  and  ftiew  it  fo. 
For  with  a  beck  you  (hall  me  call. 
And  if  of  one,  that  burnes  alwaye. 
Ye  have  pitie,or  ruth  at  all, 
Aunfwere  him  faire  with  ye  or  nay. 
If  it  be  nay,  frcndes  as  before. 
You  fhall  an  other  man  obtayne. 
And  I  myne  own,  and  yours  no  more. 


7#  bU  love  Vflom  be  bad  iijftd  againji  ber  titlH, 

Alas,  madame,  for  dealing  of  a  kifle. 
Have  I  fo  much  your  mind  therin  offended  ? 
Or  have  I  done  fo  grievoufly  amifle. 
That  by  no  mecnes  it  may  not  be  amended  } 
Revenge  you  then,  the  readieft  way  is  this. 
Another  kiffe  my  life  it  fliall  have  ended, 
For,  to  my  mouth  the  firft  my  hart  did  fucke. 
The  next  ihall  cleane  out  of  my  bred  it  pluf  ke« 


Of  ibe  jealous  man  that  loved  tbe  fam^i  Vioman^,  and 
ejpied  tbis  ether  fitting  witb  ber. 

The  wandering  gadling  in  the  fommcr  tydc, 
'hat  findes  the  adder  with  bis  rcchlcs  foote,* 
Startes  not  difmayde  fo  fodenly  afyde, 
'As  jealous  dcfpite  did,.tho!igb  thcr  wer  no  boote 
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When  that  h^  faw  me  fitting  by  her  fy4e, 
Thu  of  my  health  i>  very  crop  and  roote. 
It  pleafed  me  then  to  t^ave  fo  laire  a  grace, 
To  {kiuf  the  hart,  that  would  have  had  my  place. 


To  bit  Uvc/rom  vulf^  I*  hsdbisglrdts. 

What  nedet  thefe  threatning  wordet,  and  wafted 

windc : 
At  tiiit  cannot  niake  me  rcftore  my  pray. 
To  robbe  ypwr  good,  ywit  it  not  my  mjrnde, 
Kor  caufeleiTe  your  fair  hand  did  I  difplay, 
lict  loTe  be  judge,  or  e^s  whom  next  we  findc, 
That  may  both  heare  what  you  and  I  can  fay^ 
She  reft  my  hart,  and  I  a  glove  from  her. 
Let  mCec  t;hco,  if  oap  be  wo^th  the  oth^. 


Rtcbt  true  It  is,  and  fkyd  full  yore  Tigo^ 

Take  hede  of  him  that  by  the  back  thee  cUweth  : 

For  none  is  worfe  than  is  a  frendly  fo. 

Though  thee  feme  goo^,  all  thing  that  the  de- 

liteth. 
Yet  know  it  well,  that  in  thy  bofome  crepeth. 
For  many  a  man  fuch  fire  oft  times  he  kindleth, 
Thtt  with  the  blafe  his  beard  himfclf  be  (ingeth. 


^be  Uver  tait^bt^  mifrupetb  allvrements* 

It  may  be  good,  lyke  it  who  lift, 

But  I  do  doubt  who  can  me  blame  ? 

For  oft  aflurcd,  yer  have  I  mift. 

And  now  again  1  fear  the  fame  : 

The  wcordcs,  that  from  your  mouth  laft  came» 

Of  fodeyn  change  make  me  agaft, 

For  dread  to  fall,  I  ftand  not  fai>. 

Alas !  I  tread  an  cndlefs  mafc, 
That  fekc  t*  accord  two  contrarie<i. 
And  hope  thus  ftiil,  and  nothing  hafe, 
Impriipned  in  libertitf. 
As  one  unheard,  and  ftill  that  cries. 
Always  khirfty,  and  nought  doih  tafte. 
For  drtad  to  fall  I  ftand  not  faft. 

Aflurcd  I  doubt  I  be  npt  fure. 
Should  I  then  truft  unto  fuch  furety, 
That  oft  haUi  put  thw(  profc  in  ure 
And  never  yet  have  found  it  truftie. 
Nay,  fpj  in  fayth,  it  were  great  folly. 
And  yet  my  life  thus  do  I  waft, 
For  dread  to  fall  I  ftand  not  faft. 


-*r£*  lever  eom/fhioitb  tb^t  lit  to^e  4oib  n»t  fttU  bim, 

R.caouj«p  ray  voyce  ye  woods,  me  hearemepUifl* 
Both  hils  and  vales  caudog  refte^ion. 
And  rivers  eke,  record  ye  of  my  paync, 
WJiucJ)  h»ire  oC^  fotccd  ye  by  conipafiiuii, 


As  judges  lo  to  hear  my  exckaaacioa, 

Among  whom  ruth  (I  £ndc)  ye  doth  Kmaytkt^ 

^A/here  I  it  fckc,  alas  I  there  is  difdayne. 

Oft  ye  rivers,  to  heare  my  wofuU  Soimd^ 
Have  ftopt  yi;ur  cours,  and  playnly  to  exprcfie* 
Many  a  teare  by  moyfture  of  the  grooDd, 
The  earth  hath  wept  to  hear  my  heavindSe, 
Which  cauieleiTc  1  endure  without  redl^of^ 
The  hugy  okes  have  roared  m  the  wynde^ 
£che  thing  me  thoHght,  complMBioff  ip  thnt 
kind. 

Why  then  alas!  doth  not  file  oo  me  iw. 
Or  is  her  heart  fo  hard,  that  no  ptttie| 
May  in  it  finke,  my  joy  for  to  reoow ; 
O  ftony  hart,  who  h^th  thus  framed  tbcc 
So  cruel,  that  art  doked  with  beauty* 
That  from  thee  may  no  grace  to  9|e*proeec4e9 
But  as  nmud^  death  (or  to  be  mf  naede. 


Tbc  lover  f^ej/M  mgedmjl  firitme,  Atd  by  Umdnhf 
b'ufuiU  bmib*fpdy  mOi  kkmfirfmkt  hkfiUy. 

In  faith  1  wote  not  what  to  fay. 
Thy  chaunces  been  fo  wonderoufy 
Thou  fottune  with  thy  dirers  pl«y« 
That  makeft  the  joyfuU  deloroM, 
Yet  though  thy  chaine  hath  me  enwrape^ 
Spyteof  thy  hap^hap  hiili  well  btpt, 

Though  thou  haft  fet  me  for  a  wonder. 
And  fekeft  by  change  to  do  me  p«yae^ 
Mens  myndes  yet  mayft  thou  not  te  ofder. 
For  honeftie  if  it  remayne. 
Shall  fiUnc  for  ti  thy  doodf  rayac; 
In  vayne  thou  fekoft  to  have  me  trapt, 
Spyte  of  thy  kap»  hap  kath  well  hu»t. 

In  hindering  me,  me  di4ft  thou  t wthar. 
And  nude  a  gap,  where  was  a  ftyle, 
Cruel  wiles  been  oh  put  untkr, 
Wening  to  k>wer,  then  didft  thon  finTle. 
JLord,  how  thy  ielf  thou  didft  begylr^ 
That  in  thy  cares  woui4  have  me  ytf^ 
But  fpyte  of  hap,  hap  hath  well  hapt. 


A  P-^kouncifig  ofbardelie  fcapeiUvt. 

pAKtwxtt  the  hard  of  cruelty. 
Though  that  with  pain  my  liberty. 
Dear  have  I  bought,  and  wofiUly, 
Finifiit  my  fearefull  tragedy. 
Of  force  1  muft  forfake  fuch  plealurc, 
A  good  caufe  juft,  fins  I  endure, 
Thcrby  my  wo,  which  be  ye  (ure, 
Shall  therwith  go  me  to  recure. 

I  £ire  as  one  efcapt  that  ieeth. 
Glad  he  is  gone,  and  yet  ftyll  fearetlv 
Spied  to  be  caught  and  fo  dredeth 
That  he  for  nought  his  pain  lefeth 
In  joyful!  payn,  rcjoyce  my  hart. 
Thus  to  fuftayn  of  eche  a  part. 
Let  not  this  fopg  from  thee  aftart. 
Welcome  among  my  plea£|at  fiwirt* 


80HGSS  AMD    SOKlTtXS. 
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The  rdlfull  place,  mmer  of  my  ixnart, 
TbeUboon&lTe  encreafing  myforow. 
The bddinetft,  and  tiH>nbler  of  mj  hirt» 
Qaieter  of  fkiiiKle»  myne  vnqtriet  foe, 
Forgeai  ter  of  payne,  rememberer  of  my  woe. 
The  place  of  flepe,  wheifem  I  do  Iwit  wak*, 
Befprent  with  tearcs,  my  bed,  I  the  for(ake. 

The  frofiy  ihowet  may  sot  redreft  ray  heste, 
Hkx,  theau  of  funne  abate  my  fer^nt  cold, 
I  know  nothing  to  cafe  my  paine  fo  great 
£che  cure  caufeth  encteale  by  twenty  fold» 
Kenewing  caret  upon  my  forrows  oM, 
Such  ovcrthwart  diedet  in  me  they  make, 
Befprent  with  teare«,  my  bed  for  to  forfaki^. 

But  aU  for  nought,  I  find  no  better  eafe. 
In  bed  or  out,  thU  moft  cstffcth  my  paine, 
>¥here  do  I  feek  how  heft  that  I  may  plctfe, 
Jdy  loft  labour  (alat)  is  aU  in  Tayn, 
|dy  heart  onf e  fet,  1  cannot  it  rcfhtyne, 
Xo  place  froifi  me  my  grief  away  can  cak€, 
IVherefore  with  teares,  my  bed  I  thee  forftke. 


Ctmpsrfm  oflove^  U  aJhtmHtfaObg/rem  th  Alps* 

Jbom  thefe  hye  billet  aa  when  t  fpring  doth  bll. 
It  triUeth  downe  with  ftill  and  fnttle  courfe. 
Of  thia  and  that,  it  gathers  aye  and  fliall, 
TiU  it  have  juft  towne  flowed  to  ftreame  and 

force. 
Then  at  the  feete  it  rageth  oreri^ : 
So  ftreth  lo^e,  when  he  hath  tane  a  courfe, 
Rage  it  hit  rayne,  refiftance  irayleth  none. 
The  firft  elchue  it  reaudy  akme. 


Mtmb  old  dere  enmy,  my  froward  maifter, 
A  fore  that  fuene,  I  omnle  to  be  acyted. 
Which  holdeth  the  di^e  pan  of  our  nature. 
That  like  at  golde,  in  fyre  he  mooght  be  tryed. 
Charged  with  a  dolonr,  there  Ime  prefented 
With  horrible  feare,  at  one  that  greatly  dreadeth 
A  wrongful!  death,  and  jnltice  suway  feketh. 

And  thut  I  fay*d :  Once  my  left  foote,mndBae, 
When  I  wat  yong,  t  fet  within  his  raigiie ; 
Whereby  other  then  f^rely  bnming  flame, 
1  never  Celt,  hot  many  a  grierout  payne, 
Tofnent  I  fuflred  anger  and  difdajne : 
That  mine  opprefled  pactence  wat  paft. 
And  I  mine  owne  Bfe  hated  at  the  laft. 

Thut  Idtherto  have  I  tny  tyme  pafled 
In  pune  and  Ibiart,  what  wayes  it  profitable, 
How  many  pleaiant  dayet  have  me  efeaped, 
In  fenring  thit  fUfe  Iyer  Ui  deceirahle  \ 
What  wit  hm^  wordes  fo  preft  and  forceable. 
That  may  contatne  my  great  mifliappinefle, 
^yid  juft  €«D|ilai8tei^  hsi  opgcmfciielft^ 


So  fmall  hony,  moeh  aloo,  and  gdl. 
In  bittemefle,  my  blinde  life  hath  y tailed 
Hit  falfe  fcmbUnce,  that  tumeth  as  a  ball. 
With  fair  and  amorous  daunce,  made  me  be  traced. 
And  where  I  had  my  thought  and  a^inde  araced, 
From  earthly  fray Inefle,  and  from  vaine  pleafore* 
Me  firom  my  reft  he  tooke  and  fet  in  erroar. 
God  made  he  me  regardleffe,  than  I  ought. 
And  to  my  felfe  to  take  right  Nttte  hede  : 
And  for  a  woman  haTc  1  itx  at  nought, 
Al  other  theoghtet,  in  this  only  to  fpcde. 
And  he  was  onely  coimieler  of  thit  dede. 
Whetting  alwvyet  my  youthly  fraije  defyre» 
On  cruel  whetftone,  tempered  with  fire. 
But  (oh  abt!)  ^ere  had  I  ever  wit  ? 
Or  other  gift  geveit  la  me  of  nature  ? 
That  fooncr  fiial  be  changed  my  weried  fprtMi 
7*hen  the  obfitnate  will,  that  is  my  ruler, 
5o  robbeth  he  my  fredome  with  difpleaAire, 
Thit  wicked  traytovr,whom  I  thutaecufe. 
That  bitter  life  hath  tamed  in  pleafam  ufe. 

He  hath  me  hafted,  through  divert  regione, 
Through  dcfert  woodes^and  fliarpe  by  mpnntaniei, 
Through   froward  people,   and  through  bitter 

ptftoni. 
Through  rocky  fcftt,  and  over  hilles  and  plaints  : 
With  wery  travel,  and  with  kborous  paynes, 
Alwajes  in  trouble  and  in  tedioofneue, 
All  in  errour,  and  daangerous  diftrcfle. 

But  nother  he,  nor  file,  my  tother  Ibe, 
For  all  my  flight  did  ever  me  forfike; 
That  though  my  timely  death  hsth  been  to  flefirt 
That  me  as  yet,  it  hath  not  overtake : 
The  heavenly  gods  of  pitie  doe  it  flake. 
And  note  they  this  his  creell  tyranny. 
That  feedes  him,  with  my  care,  and  mtferf* 

Sins  I  was  his,  hower  refled  I  never. 
Nor  looke  to  doe,  and  eke  the  waky  nightei^ 
The  baniflied  flepe  may  tn  no  wife  recover. 
By  gvyle  and  force,  over  my  thralled  fpitaa 
He  is  ruler,  fins  which  bell  never  ftrikes, 
That  I  hear  not  at  founding  td  renue 
My  plaintes.    Himfeif  he  knoweth  that  I  fiiy 
true. 
For  never  woorraea  old  rotten  ftocke  have  eaten. 
As  be  my  hart,  where  he  is  refident, 
And  doth  the  iame  with  death  daily  threaten. 
Thence  come  the  teares,  and  thence  the  bitter 
torment,  [ment. 

The  fighest  the  woordes  and  eke  the  langi^- 
That  noy  both  me,  and  paraventure  other. 
Judge  thou  that  knowcft  the  one  and  eke  tht  othet. 

Mine  adverfiurie  with  fach  grevoua  rcproofe. 
Thus  he  began,  Hear  bdy  the  other  part  i 
That  the  plain  trouth,  from  which  he  drawetb- 

aloofe, 
This  unkind  man  may  fliew,  ere  that  I  pan. 
In  his  yong  age,  I  tookc  him  from  that  art. 
That  felleth  woordes,  and  make  cbttertng  knS|^, 
And  of  my  wealth  I  gave  him  the  dcKght. 

Mow  fliames  he  not  on  me  for  to  oomphnnei 
That  held  hmi  evennore  in  pleaiant  gayne, 
From  his  defire  that  might  have  been  his  payne^ 
Yet  therby  alone  I  brought  him  to  fome  frame. 
Which  I19W  «•  wmchtdnes,  hf  doch  ih  1 ' 


Ot 
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An4  t6war^  hooonr  qiuckoed  I  hit  wit, 
WhereM  »  daftard  ds  be  mdoght  have  fit. 
He  knowed  how  great  Atridc  that  made  Troy 
frcat. 
And  Haonibai  to  Rome  fo  troubeloui. 
Whom  Homer  honoured  Achilles  that  great. 
And  tb*  Affricane  Scipion  the  famous, 
Andmany  other,  by  much  honour  glorious, 
Whofe  fame  and  ades  did  lift  them  up  abo?e, 
I  did  let  fall  in  bafe  diihoneft  love. 
And  unto  him,  though  he  uuworthy  were, 
-     I  choCe  the  bed  of  many  a  million, 

That  ^under  funne  yet  never  was  her  pcre. 
Of  wifdom  womanhod,  and  of  difcrecioo. 
And  of  my  grace  1  gave  her  fuch  a  facion. 
And  eke  futh  way  1  taught  her  for  to  teachc 
THac  never  bafe  thought  hit  hart  fo  hie  night 
reache. 
Ever  more  thus  to  content  bis  maiArcile 
That  was  hi«  only  frame  of  booefUe, 
I  dirred  him  iUU  toward  geutleoefle, 
Aiid  caufed  him  to  regard  fidehtie ; 
Pacience  1  taught  him  in  adverfitie, 
Such  venues  learned  he  in  my  great  fchoole. 
Whereof  repent eth  now  the  ignorant  foole. 

Thefe  were  the  fame  deceites,  and  bitter  gall. 
That  1  have  ufed,  the  torment  and  the  anger, 
Sweter  than  ever  did  to  other  fall. 
Of  right  good  feed,  ill  fruite  lo  thus  I  gather, 
And  fo  fba^  he  that  the  unkinde  doth  nu-ther ; 
A  ferpent  nourifli  I  under  my  wing, 
^d  now  of  nature  ginneth  be  to  ding. 

And  for  to  tell  at  laft,  my  great  fervice, 
From  thoufandea  dilhonefties  have  I  him  drawcn, 
That,  by  my  meaues,  him  in  no  manner  wyle, 
Kevcr  vyle  pleafure  once  hath  overthrowen, 
Wherin  his  dedc,  ihame  hath  him  alwayesgnawen. 
Doubting  report  that  fliould  come  ta  her  eare. 
Whom  now  he  blames,  her  wonted  he  to  feare; 

What  ever  he  hath  of  any  honeft  cuftome. 
Of  her,  and  me,  that  holds  he  every  whir. 
But  lo,  yet  never  was  there  ncightly  fautomc, 
So  farre  in  errour,  as  he  is  from  his  wit. 
To  plain  on  us,  he  (Iriveth  with  the  bit ; 
Which  may  rule  him,  and  do  him  eafe.and  paine. 
And  in  one  bower,  make  all  his  grtefe  nis  gaine. 

But  one  thing  yet  there  it  above  all  other, 
I  gave  him  winges,  wherewith  he  might  up  flye, 
To  honour  and  fame,  and  if  he  woulde  to  hygher. 
Then  mortal  things,  above  the  ftarry  ikye ; 
Confidering  the  picafure,  that  an  eye 
Alight  geue  in  earth,  by  reafon  of  the  love, 
What  ihould  that  be,  that  laileth  iliU  above  ? 
And  he  the  iame  himfelf  hath  faid  ere  this, 
^ut  now,  forgotten  is  both  that  and  I, 
That  gave  him  her,  his  only  wealth  and  bliiTe, 
And  at  this  woord,  with  deadly  ftitcke  and  cryc  : 
Thou  gave  her  once  (quod  I)  but  by  and  by 
Thou  took  her  ayen  ftom  me,  that  woworth  the 
>Iot  I,  but  price,  more  worth  than  thou  (quod  he.) 

A/  laft,  cche  other  for  himfelf,  concluded, 
I  trembling  ftitl,  but  he,  with  fmall  reverence, 
IjOf  thus,  as  we  cche  other  have  accufed, 
iJcre  lady  now  we  wayte  thcne  only  fcntence ; 
Sh£  Imiliiig^  at  the  ik  hilled  audience, 


I  liketh  me,  quod  flie,  to  have  lieari  yoir  qmftiMu 
but  longer  time  doth  tike  a  refoItttio&. 


Tit  U9trs  /frr^w/uUJUUmm^ak  Urn  TtfriUfirm^ 
J^g'h  htiifruht^  bit  U^e  mai^  cbauft  thtjmi* 

Marili  bo  more  altho, 
The  fongf,  I  fing  do  monc 
For  other  life  then  woe, 
I  never  proved  none. 

And  in  my  heart  alfo^ 
Is  graven  yt'ith  letters  deepc, 
A  thoufand  0ghet  and  mo 
A  flod  of  teares  to  weepe. 

How  many  a  man  in  fmart^ 
Find  a  matter  to  rejoyce  t 

How  many  a  nori^g  hart^ 
Set  fofth  a  pleajapt  voyce  ; 
PUy  who  fo  can  that  part, 
Nedes  mud  in  me  appere. 
How  fortune  overthwart 
Oothcauie  my  morning  chefim 

Pcrdy  there  is  no  man 
If  he  faw  never  fight. 
That  perfitlj  tell  can. 
The  nature  of  the  light. 

Alas,  how  fiiould  I  than. 
That  never  taft  but  fowre. 
But  do  as  I  begaq. 
Continually  to  lowrc* 

But  yet  perchance  fome  chsQiMi, 
May  chance  to  change  my  tone, 
Aiid  wlAn  (fooch)  chance  doth  chance^ 
Then  (hall  I  thanke  fortune. 

And  if  1  have  (fouch)  chfincf^ 
Purchance  or  it  be  long. 
For  (fouch)  a  pleafant  chance, 
To  fifig  fome  pleaiant  foog. 


Tbg  Uver  sMtpUhuth  bimfdffitfikau 

WsERE  fliall  I  have  at  mine  ovm  wil, 
Feares  to  complaine,  where  fliaU  I  let 
Such  fighes,  that  I  may  figh  my  fiH, 
And  then  again  my  pUintes  tepete  ? 
For  though  my  plaint  (ball  have  nnoe» 
My  tares  cannot  fu£Bfe  my  woe  lend. 
To  mone  harm,  have  I  no  friend. 
For  fortunes  frend  ismilhappet  foe. 
Comfort  (God  wot)  els  have  I  none. 
But  in  the  wind  to  waft  my  woordesj^ 
Nought  moncth  you  my  dedly  mone,' 
But  dill  you  turn  it  into  boordes  : 
1  fpcak  not  now,  to  move  your  heart;. 
That  you  (hould  rue  upon  my  pain. 
The  (entence  geven  may  not  rcver^ 
I  know  fuch  labour  were  but  vain. 
But  (ens  that  I  for  you  (my  dere) 
Havclod  that  thing,  that  was  my  be^ 
A  right  fmall  lof«  it  mud  appere. 
To  Icfc  thcic  woordcs,  and  ail  the  rci^ 
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But  thongfi  they  fpar^le  in  the  wind, 

Yet  Ihall  they  Ihew  your  falfhed  Fayth, 

Which  is  returned  to  his  kind, 

For  lykc  to  lyke,  the  provcrbc  faith. 

Fortune,  and  you  did  me  avance. 

Me  thought  t  fwam,  and  could  not  drowne, 

TIappieft  ot  al)  but  my  mifchaunce 

Did  life  me  up  to  throw  me  downe. 

And  you  with  her,  of  cruelnefs, 

Did  fct  your  fo^Ue  i^pun  {ny  necke. 

Me,  and  my  welfare  to  opprcfs. 

Without  offence  your  heart  to  wreke.       ^ 

Wh«re  arc  yourpleafant  woor^es  (alas) 

Where  is  your  faith,  your  ftedfailncfi  / 

There  is  no  more  but  all  doth  pafs 

And  I  am  left  all  comfortlcfii. 

But  fins  fo  much  it  doth  yon  greve, 

And  alfa  me  my  wretched  lyfe. 

Have  here  my  rrouth  nought  fhall  relieve. 

But  death  alone,  my  wretched  ftrife. 

Therefore  farewell,  my  lyfc,«iy  death, 

My  gayne,  my  lofle,  my  falve,  my  fore. 

Farewell  alfo,  with  you  my  breath, 

For  I  ^1  gone  for  evermore. 


OJhis  I0W  that  pruked  berjiager  wtb  a  neJU* 

Sns  fate  and  fowed  that  hath  done  me  the  wrong, 
Whereof  I  plain,  and  have  done  many  a  day, 
And,  whild  (he  heard  my  plaint,  in  piteous  fong, 
She  wi(hc  ray  heart  the  famplcr,  that  it  lay. 
The  blujd  maifter,  whomc  I  have  ferved  fo  long, 
Grudging  to  heare,that  he  did  hcarc  her  fa%. 
Made  her  own  weapon  do  h«  r  finger  blede. 
To  feele,  if  pricking  were  fo  good  indede. 


Of  the  fame. 


What  man  hath  he^rde  foch  crveltie  before. 
That,  when  my  plaint  remembred  her  my  wo, 
That  caufed  it,  (he  cruell  more  siiid  more, 
Wiihed  eche  ftich,  as  Ihe  did  fit  and  fow. 
Had  prickt  my  heart,  for  to  encreafe  my  fore ; 
And  as  I  thioke,  ihe  thought  that  had  been  fo, 
For  as  flic  thought^this  is  heart  in  dede. 
She  prickt  hard,  and  made  hcrfelf  to  bledc. 


Rtfuefi  t6  Qwpidt  for  revenge  of  bis  vnlind  hve, 

BcBOLO  love,  thy  power  how  (he  defpyfeth 
My  grievous  payn,  how  little  flic  rcgardcth 
The  folemne  othe  whereof  flie  takes  no  cure, 
Broken  fhe  hath,  and  yet  {h<:  Lydcth  fure. 
Right  at  her  cafe,  and  little  thee  fhe  dredcth, 
Weaponed  thou  art,  and  (he  unarmed  fit'cih  ; 
To  the  difdaincfule,  all  her  lyfe  fhe  leadeth 
To  me  fpitcfulc,  without  juft  caufe  or  iieafurc  ; 
Behold  Love,  hoifi^  proudly  (he  triumpeth, 
I  am  in  bold,  but  if  .the  piitlc  meveth, 


Go^  bend  thy  bow,  that  {lony  hartes  brcaketh* 
And  with  fome  ftroke,  revenge  the  great  diiplG 

fare. 
Of  thee,  and  him  that  forow  doth  endure. 
And  as  his  lord  tho  lowly  her  ehtreateth* 


CompUintfor  true  love  unrequited. 

What  vaileth  trouth,  or  by  it  to  take  pain, 
To  ftiivc  by  (IvidLlincia,  for  to  atiaki ; 
How  to  be  jml,  and  flee  from.doubicnc(rc. 
Since  all  alike,  where  lulech  crafcineifc. 
Rewarded  is  both  crafty,  falfc,  and  plain  ? 
SooncQ.  he  fpcdes,  that  mod  can  lye  and  faioe. 
True  meaning  hart  is  had  in  hy^he  difdainc  | 
Againft  deceit  and  clokcd  doubleneffe, 
What  vaileth  trouth,  or  perfcd  ilediaflncire. 
Deceived  is  he,  by  falfe  and  craftie  train, 
That  meanes  no  gile,  uud  faithfuU  doth  remaine« 
Within  the  trap,  >vithout  help  or  redreffe. 
But  for  to  love,  lo,  fuch  a  flcrn  niaifirtffe. 
Where  crucltic  dwellcs,  aks  it  were  in  vain. 


The  lover  that  fed  iovc^  nenv  folom/es  U  with 
b'u  barme,  • 

Sometime  I  fled  the  fire,  that  one  £0  brent. 
By  fca,  by  land,  by  water,  and  by  windc. 
And  now  the  coalcs  1  folow,  thatbcguent. 
From  Dover  to  Caies,  with  willing  minde. 
Lo  how  dcCrc  isbothfprong,and  fpcnt, 
And  he  may  fee,  that  whilonie  was  fo  blind, 
Ard  all  this  labour  laughcshe  now  to  fcorne, 
Mcafhed  in  the  briers,  that  ci(t  was  onely  tome* 


Tbe  lover  bopetb  of  letter  ebauttfe. 

He  is  not  dead,  that  fometime  had  a  fal. 

The  fun  returncs,  your  bed  was  under  clowde. 

And  when  fortune  iiath  fpit  out  all  her  gaD, 

I  trud,  good  luck  to  me  fhal  be  allowed. 

For  I  have  fcen  a  (hip  in  haven  fal, 

Afcer  that  f^orme  hath  broke  bothe  mafte  and 

(hroud. 
The  wellow  eke,  that  (boupelh  with  the  winde, 
Doth  rife  again.,  and  greater  wood  doth  bindc. 


Tbe  lover  eomparetb  bis  hart  to  /be  overebarged ^enr*e. 

Ths  furious  gonne,  in  his  moft  ragyng  yre, 
When  that  the  boule  is  rammed  into  fore,      , 
And  that  the  flame  cannot  p^t  from  the  fier, 
Crackes  in  funder,  and  in  tlie  ayer  do  rore 
The  (hcveted  peccs :  fo  doth  my  delire, 
Wh^e  flame  cnereafcth  aye  from  more  to  more. 
Which  to  let  out,  I  4*'^  not  loke,  nor  fpcke. 
So  iawardc  force  my  heart  doth  alto  bre^kc. 
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Mtvdd  agmmji  bim» 

AccosKD  thovgh  I  be,  without  defert, 
Sith  nooe  can  prove,  bcticTe  it  not  for  true; 
For  never  yet,  iince  thtt  you  had  mj  hart. 
Intended  I  to  fidfe,  or  be  ontme. 
Sooner  I  would  of  death  fnftain  the  finart. 
Than  breake  one  worde  of  that  I  promifed  yoq, 
Accept  therefore  my  fervice  in  gcK>d  part, 
Hone  i&  alive,  thit  can  il  tongne  efchew, 
Ifold  them  at  £dfe,  and  let  not  as  depart. 
Our  friendfhip  old,  in  hope  of  any  new. 
Pat  not  thy  traft  in  filch  at  ofe  to  faine, 
]Pxcept  thoa  miode  to  pot  thy  frend  to  pain* 


Mt  love  to  fcom,  my  fcr? ice  to  retain. 

Therein  me  thought  you  ufed  croeltie. 

Since  with  good  will  I  loft  my  iibertie. 

Might  never  wo  yet  caafe  me  to  refraine. 

But  only  this,  which  it  extremitie, 

To  give  me  nought  (alas)  not  to  agree, 

That  as  I  was  your  man,  I  might  remaine« 

But  (ince  that  that  ye  lift  to  o^er  mee. 

That  would  have  been  your  fervant  true  and  £ift, 

Difpleafe  you  not,  my  doting  time  it.paft; 

And  with  my  lofle  to  leave  I  muft  agree, 

for  at  there  is  a  certaine  time  to  rage, 

80  is  there  time  fuch  madnes  to  aflwagCt 


Tie  tfverfre/eftb  bimfilft  c»nf(mi. 

Within  my  breft  I  never  thoaght  it  gaine, 
Of  gentle  mindes  the  fredome  for  to  lofe, 
Kot  in  my  hart  fank  never  fuch  difdaine. 
To  be  a  forger,  faultlcffe  for  to  difclofe. 
Kor  can  not  I  endure  the  truth  to  glofi;, 
To  fet  agloffe  upon  an  earneft  paine, 
>ior  I  am  not  in  numbre  one  of  thofe. 
That  lift  to  blow,  recreate  to  every  traine. 


7he  Ivvirftndeib  hU  ctrnplaitites  an^tearu  tofiifir 
grace. 

Passe  forth  my  wountcd  cryet, 
Thofe  ^ruel  eares  to  pearce. 
Which  in  raoft  hatcfull  wife. 
Do  ftill  my  plaintcs  reverfc. 
Doe  you,  my  tcaret  alfo. 
So  wot  her  barrein  heart, 
That  pitie  there  may  growe. 
And  crueltie  depart. 

For  though  hard  rockes  among  * 

She  femes  to  have  been  bred, 
And  of  the  tigre  long 
Bene  novriihed  aod  fed. 


Tet  (haU  not  natnre  change. 
If  pitie  once  win  plaoe. 
Whom  at  nnknowne  aod  ftrtBgo, 
She  now  away  doth  chafe. 

And  at  the  water  (oft. 
Without  forcing  or  fbreogA, 
Where  that  it  £aUeth  oft, 
Hard  ftonei  dodi  pierce  at  kngA* 
So  in  her  ftony  heart, 
My  plaintet  at  laft  floU  grave. 
And  rigonr  fet  apart, 
Winne  graunt  of  that  I  crave. 

Wherefore  my  playntcs  prefiuu 
Stil  fo  to  her  my  fuit. 
At  ye  through  her  affent. 
May  bring  to  me  fome  frote* 
And  at  ihe  fliall  me  prove. 
So  bid  her  me  regarde. 
And  render  love  for  l^e,  . 
Which  is  a  juft  reward. 


Your  lokes  fo  often  caft. 

Your  eyes  fo  frendlv  rolde, 

Your  light  fixed  fo  kft, 

Alwaies  one  to  beholde : 

Though  hide  it  faine  ye  woalde* 

It  plainly  doth  declare, 

Woo  hath  your  hart  in  hold. 

And  where  good  will  ye  bare.  < 

Faine  would  ye  find  a  dokc. 
Your  brenning  fire  to  hide. 
Yet  both  the  flame  and  ftx^dke  '  V 

Breakes  out  on  every  fide. 
Ye  cannot  love  fo  guide. 
That  it  no  ifiiie  winne, 
Abrode  nedes  muft  it  glide, 
That  brennes  fo  hotte  within. 

For  caufe  your  felf  do  wink. 
Ye  iudge  all  other  blinde. 
And  fecret  it  you  think. 
Which  every  man  dothe  finde. 
In  waft  of  fpend  ye  winde, 
Your  felf  in  love  to  quit. 
For  agues  of  that  kiode, 
Wyll  Ihow,  who  hath  the  fit. 
Your  fighs  you  fet  from  fa^. 
And  all  to  wry  your  wo. 
Yet  arc  ye  ncr  the  narre,  ^-  ' 

Men  are  not  blinded  fo. 

pepely  oft  fwere  ye  no,  • 

But  all  thofe  othes  are  vaine. 
So  well  your  eye  doth  fliew. 
Who  putts  your  hart  to  paine. 

Thinke  not  therefore  to  hide. 
That  ftill  it  felf  betraies, 
Nor  feke  meanes  to  provide, 
To  dark  the  funny  dkyes. 
Forget  thofe  wonted  wayes. 
Leave  of  fuch  froowning  chere, 
There  will  be  found  no  ftaies. 
To  ftop  a  thing  fo  clcre. 


SONGfES   AND   SONETTES. 
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7S^  Uver  prateih  nol  to  be  ellfJainett^  nor  refuftdl 

DisDAtKE  me  not  without  deferc, 
Nor  leave  me  not  fo  fodeyiily, 
SiDce  well  ye  wot,  that  in  my  hcrt, 
I  meane  ye  not  but  honedly. 

Refu(e  me  hot  without  caufe  why. 
Nor  think  me  not  to  be  nnjuil. 
Since  that  by  Ibtt  otfantaile, 
Thif  carefnl  Ichot  nedes  knit  I  muft. 

Miftroft  me  not,  though  fome  there  he, 
That  fain  would  fpot  my  iledfaftnefle ; 
BeleTe  them  not,  fms  that  ye  /e. 
The  profe  is  not,  a^  they  ezprcite. 

Foriake  me  not,  till  1  defer ve, 
Nor  hate  me  not,  till  f  oftende, 
Beftroy  nie  hot,  till  that  I  fwerve, 
Bvt  fins  ye  know  what  t  entende. 

Difdaine  me  not,  that  am  your  ownc, 
Refofe  me  not,  that  am  fo  true, 
Miftmft  me  not  till  all  be  knowcn, 
^oriake  me  Aot,  now  for  ho  new. 


'the  UiKkr  lamenUtb  hU  ejiatct  'wUh  fuU  fcr  gract, 

I'oa  want  of  will  in  wcrtplaine, 
Under  colour  of  foberneis, 
Heoewine  with  my  fute  my  paih^» 
My  wan  hope  with  your  tledraftntifc. 
Awake  therefore  of  ^entlenelle. 
Regard  at  length,  I  you  re<]tiire. 
My  fwelting  painesof  my  dcfire. 

Betimes  who  geveth  willingly, 
Redoubled  thinkcs  aye  doth  deferVe, 
And  I  that  fue  unfaincdty, 
In  fruitleife  hope  alas  do  fierve. 
How  great  my  cauie  is  for  to  fwerve, 
And  yet  how  ftedfaft  is  my  fute, 
Lo  I  here  ye  fee,  where  is  the  frute. 

As  hounde  that  hath  his  keper  loft, 
Seke  t  your  prefence  to  obtainc. 
In  which  myliart  deliteth  moft, 
And  (haU  delight  though  I  be  flain. 
Yon  may  releate  my  hand  of  paine, 
Loie  then  the  care  that  makes  me  crie. 
For  want  of  help  or  els  I  dye. 

1  dye  though  not  incontinent. 
By  procelTe  yet  confumingly. 
Is  waft  of  ire  which  doth  lelent 
If  yoa  a«  vrilfull  will  deny. 
Wherefore  ceafe  of  fuch  cruelty, 
And  take  me  wholy  in  your  grace, 
Which  lacketh  will  to  change  his  place. 


'Xb*  Uver  vfUitb  bu  tbaMgtJjdytt, 


It  was  my  fclf  I  mud  it  graunt. 
For  I  have  bought  it  dcrc. 
And  derely  have  I  held  alfo 
The  glory  of  her  name, 
h)  yielding  het  fuch  tribute  la, 
As  didfet  forth  hot  fame. 

Sometime  I  ftood  fo  in  her  gr.ice, 
Thit  as  I  would  require, 
£ch  joy  I  thought  did  me  embrace 
I'hat  furdered  my  delire, 
And  all  thefe  pleafures  lo !  had  I, 
That  fancy  might  fupport. 
And  nothing  ihe  did  me  deny. 
That  was  unto  my  comfort. 

1  had  (what  would  you  more  perdie) 
Ech  grace  that  I  did  crave, 
rhu«  fortunes  will  was  unto  me, 
AU  thing  that  I  would  hsve, 
But  all  to  rathe,  alas !  the  while, 
She  built  on  fuch  a  ground. 
In  little  fpace,  to  greatc  a  gnile, 
In  her  now  have  1  found. 

For  fhe  hath  turned  fo  her  whcle. 
That  I,  unhappy  man, 
May  waile  thx;  time  that  I  did  fclc. 
Wherewith  (be  fed  me  then, 
For  broken  now  are  her  beheftes , 
And  pleafant  lookes  Ote  gave, 
And  therefore  now  all  my  requeftes. 
From  perill  cannot  fave. 

Yer  would  I  well  it  might  appere 
To  her  my  chcife  regard. 
Though  my  defcrtcs  have  been  to  derc 
To  merit  fuch  reward. 
Sins  fortunes  will  is  now  fo  bent. 
To  plague  me  thus  pore  man, 
I  muft  my  felf  therewith  content. 
And  bear  it  as  I  can. 


Ir  every  man  might  him  avaunt, 
Of  fbmmet  friendly  chere, 
VouK 


To  bu  love  ibat  bos  given  an/were  vfref^falL 

Tai  aunfwert  that  ye  made  to  me  my  deare, 
When  I  did  fue  for  my  pore  hartes  redrefle^ 
Hath  fo  appalde  my  countenance,  and  my  chef  e» 
That  in  ti.is  cafe,  I  am  all  conifortlefle, 
Sins  1  of  blame  no  casfe  can  well  exprefs. 

1  have  no  wrongs  whne  1  can  claim  no  right 
Nought  tane  me  fro,  where  I  have  nothing  had. 
Yet  of  my  wo,  1  cannot  fo  be  quite, 
Namely  fins  that  another  may  be  glad 
With  that,  that  thus  in  forrow  makes  me  fad. 

Yet  none  can  claiAc  (I  fay)  by  former  graunt 
That  koowcth  not  of  any  ghioiit  at  all. 
And  by  defert,  1  dare  well  make  a  vaunt. 
Of  &ithfttll  will,  there  is  no  where  that  (ball, 
Beare  yon  more  tmeth,  more  ready  at  yonr  calL 

Now  good  then,  call  againe  that  bitter  word. 
That  toncht  your  freud  S>  nere  with  plaguet  of 
k^  '         psitte,  *. 

And  fay  my  dere  that  it  was  faid  in  bord, 
XAt/e  or  to  fone,  let  it  not  role  the  gaine. 
Wherewith  free  will  doth  true  dcAnrt  rctayne* 
Rr 
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To  his  USe^  erinl»ver  herytUen  In 


8vcH  is  the  comfe  that  natures  kind  hath  wrought. 
That  fntkcft  have  time  to  cad  away  their  ftinga, 
Againft  chain'd  prifoners  what  oede  defence  be 

fought. 
The  fierce  Ijon  will  hurt  no  yieldiag  things ; 
Whyfhould  fochfpightbc  nurfedthen  by  thoughts, 
Sith  all  thefe  powers  are  preft  under  thy  wings. 
And  eke  thou  feeft,  and  reafon  thee  hath  taught, 
AVIiat  Riifchiefe  malice  many  wayes  it  brings, 
Confider  eke,  that  fpite  avayleth  nought. 
Therefore  this  fong  thy  fault  to  thee  it  fingt : 
Difpleafe  thee  not,  for  faying  thus  (mc  thought) 
Nor  bate  thou  him  from  whom  no  hate  forth 

fprings. 
For  fhries  that  in  hell  be  execrable, 
'  For  that  they  hate,  are  made  moft  miferable. 


TA»  hver  fmpUuMtth  $bat  itaHyJxcltmeft  iOMMot  htlf  his 
aJf^ioH. 

Thi  enemy  of  lyfe,  decayer  of  all  kinde, 
1'hat  with  his  cold  withers  away  the  grcne 
This  other  night  mc  in  my  bed  did  fynde. 
And  offcr*d  me  to  rydc  mc  fever  clenc. 
And  f  did  graunt  fo  did  difpair  me  biinde. 
He  drew  bis  bowe  with  arrowes  fliarp  and  kene, 
And  (If oke  the  place  where  love  had  hyt  before, 
And  driYC  the  fyrft  dart  dcpcr  more  and  more. 


Tie  lovtr  reftyeiih  the  eftjcyhg  efh'u  Uvi, 

Onci  as  roethought  fortune  me  kift. 
And  bade  me  aik  what  I  thought  bed. 
And  I  fhould  have  it  as  me  lytl. 
Therewith  tp  fct  my  hart  at  reft. 

I  aiked  but  my  ladyes  hart. 
To  have  forevermore  mync  ownt. 
Then  at  an  end  were  all  my  fmart, 
Then  (honld  I  nede  no  more  to  monew 
Yet  for  all  that  a  ftormy  blaft, 
Had  overturn*d  this  goodly  nay  : 
And  fortune  lemed  at  the  lafl. 
That  to  her  promife  Ihe  fiid  nay. 
But  like  at  one  out  of  difptire, 
To  fodeyne  hoape  revived  1 ; 
Now  fortune  Ibeweth  hcrfclfefo  fayre, 
That  I  content  mc  wondcrfly. 

My  moft  defyre  my  hand  my  reach, 
My  will  n  tlway  at  my  handc, 
'Mt  nede  not  longfbrto  bcfcch, 
Her  that  hath  power  me  to  comande. 

What  earthly  thing  more  can  I  crave, 
"What  would  I  wiih  more  at  my  will ; 
Nothing  on  earth  mow  would  I  have, 
bave  iha»  I  have,  to  have  it  ftilL 

For  fortune  now  hath  kept  her  promenr, 
In  graumingmc  mymoft  defyre. 
Of  my  fovcraig^ne  I  have  redreiii, 
And  I  ccatcnt  mc  with  my  hyrc* 


Thehver  emfJMUth  the  mtVtwitefs  •/  his  Um 

Mr  lute  awake  perform  the  hft 
Labour  that  thou  and  I  (hall  waft  : 
And  ende  that  1  have  now  begunne. 
And  when  this  fong  ii  fong  and  paft. 
My  lute  be  (lyll  for  I  have  done. 

As  to  be  heard  where  eare  it  none. 
As  leade  to  grave  in  marble  (lone. 
My  fong  may  pearce  her  hart  as  foon. 
Should  we  then  (igh,  or  fing,  or  mone. 
No,  no,  my  lute,  (or  I  have  done. 

The  rocks  do  not  fo  cruelly, 
Repulfe  the  waves  continually. 
As  (he  my  fuite  and  affedion  : 
So  that  I  am  paft  remedy. 
Whereby  my  lute  ami  I  have  done. 

Proode  of  the  fpoyle  that  thou  haft  gottff 
Of  (imple  hearts  through  loves  (hot. 
By  whome  unkind  thou  haft  them  woimo» 
Think  not  he  hath  his  bow  forgott. 
Although  my  lute  and  I  have  done.     ^ 

Vengeance  (hall  fall  on  thy  difdaine 
That  makeft  but  game  on  eameft  payne, 
Think  not  alone  under  the  fnim, 
UAquit  to  cauie  thy  lovers  playne. 
Although  my  lute  and  I  have  done. 

May  chanced  thee  lye  withred  ao4  oU|. 
In  winter  nights  that  are  fo  cold. 
Playing  in  vaine  unto  the  moon* 
1  by  wi(bes  then  dare  not  be  told. 
Care  then  who  li:t  for  I  have  done. 

And  then  may  chaunce  thee  to  repent. 
The  time  that  thou  haft  loft  and  fpent. 
To  caufe  thy  lovers  fighe  and  fwofte. 
Then  (halt  thou  know  beauty  but  lent. 
And  wi(h  atld  want  as  1  bave  done. 

Now  ceafe  my  hiu  this  i«  the  laft. 
Labour  that  thou  and  1  &all  waft. 
And  ended  is  that  we  begonne. 
Now  is  this  fong  both  fong  and  paft. 
My  hite  be  ftiU  for  1  have  done« 


Howhjmhifs^hefimmiboihhhBfimidt^ 

Natori  that  gave  the  bee  fo  feate  a  grace. 
To  finde  honey  of  fo  wondrous  fsfluon. 
Hath  uught  the  fpyder  out  of  the  fome  pUee» 
To  fetch  poyfon  by  ftrauDge  alteration. 
Though  this  be  ftrange,  it  is  a  ftraogcr  caic. 
With  one  kifs  by  fecrct  operation ; 
Both  thefe  at  once  in  thefe  your  lips  to  iadfer 
In  change  whereof,  I  leave  my  hart  bchmdc. 


The  lover  defcrihdh  bis  heing  tahm  wthjlghtrf^  his 
ic9e. 

Unwarei.v  fo  vras  never  no  man  taught^ 
With  ftedli^  looke  upon  a  goodly  face. 
As  (  of  late,  for  /udaynly  me  thought. 
My  hart  was  tome  out  of  b>a  j^bce. 


SONGES  AND  SdttEtTES. 
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Thorow,mIoe  eye  the  (lioke  from  hers  dyd  Hide, 
And  ddwn  dknAVf  to  my  heart  it  ratine. 
Id  help  whereof  die  blood  thereto  did  glide, 
And  kft  my  face  both  pale  and  wanne. 

I'hen  was  I  hke  a  man  for  wo  amazedj 
Or  like  the  ^owle  that  flyeth  into  the  fyre, 
for  while  that  I  upon  her  beauty  gafed. 
The  more  I  burned  in  my  deiire. 

Adoo  the  blood  ftart  in  my  face  agayne, 
Ioflam*d  with  heat^  that  it  had  it  my  hart. 
And  brought  therewith  throughout  in  every  veibe, 
A  quakeing  heat  with  pleafant  fmart. 

Then  was  1  like  the  Uraw,  when  that  the  flame 
U  driven  therein,  hv  force  and  rage  of  wynde. 
I  can  not  tell,  alaf» !  what  (hall  I  blame. 
Nor  what  to  fcke,  nor  what  to  finde. 

But  well  I  wot  the  grief  doth  hold  me  fore, 
tn  heat  and  cold,  betwixt  both  hope  and  dreadci 
That,  but  her  help  to  health  doe  me  tcftore, 
thtarelUeJOfe  lyfe  I  may  not  leade. 


7«  his  fover  to  loot*  upon  ti/H, 

Alt  in  thy  lookc  my  life  doth  whole  <iepen(). 
Thou  hydeft  thy  felf,  and  I  muft  dye  therefore. 
But  fince  thou  may'ft  fo  eafcly  help  thy  frendc. 
Why  doeft  thou  flick  to  falve  that  thou  madefl 

fore  !  • 

Why  do  I  dye,  fince  thou  may(l  me  defend. 
And  if  f  dye  thy  life  may  lafl  noe  more. 
For  each  by  other  doth  live  and  have  reltcfei 
I  in  thy  look,  and  thou  mofl  in  my  grie£e. 


The  Uver  txeuftih  him  ofvamrita^  whirevfith  be  wMs 
miyuJUy  d}mrg(ii4 

t>imDT  t  iayde  it  not. 
Nor  orrer  thought  to  doe. 
At  well  at  I  ye  wot, 
I  have  no  power  thereto. 
And  if  I  dyd,  the  lot 
That  firft  dyd  me  exchange, 
May  never  ilakc  the  knot. 
But  ftrayt  it  to  my  payAe. 

And  if  I  did  eche  thing. 
That  may  do  harmc  or  W0|^ 
Comioually  may  wring. 
My  heart  where  fo  I  goc. 
Report  may  always  ring 
Of  iharoe  on  me  for  aye. 
If  in  my  heart  did  fpryng. 
The  wordt  that  you  doe  fay. 

And  if  I  did,  each  flarr. 
That  is  in  heaven  above, 
May  frame  on  me  to  mane. 
The  hope  I  have  in  love. 
And  a  1  did  fuch  warr 
As  they  brought  unto  Tro^f, 
Bring  all  my  life  as  farre 
f  com  all  bis  laft  and  joyc. 


And  if  I  did  fo  fa^e. 
The  bfcauty  that  me  bouridid^ 
£.ncreafe  from  day  to  day. 
More  cruel  to  my  wounde.  ' 

With  all  the  mone  that  may. 
To  plaint  my  tume  my  fong,  '   . 

My  lyfe  may  foon  dccaye. 
Without  redreflc  by  wrong. 

If  I  be  cleare  from  thought. 
Why  do  you  then  complayne. 
Then  is  this  thing  but  fought. 
To  tume  my  hart  to  paync. 

Then  this  that  you  have  wrought^ 
You  mufl  it  now  rcdrcfle. 
Of  right  therefore  you  ought, 
Such  rigour  to  leprefTe. 

And  as  I  have  defer ved, 
So  grant  me  now  my  byre. 
You  know  I  never  fwervcd. 
You  never  found  me  Iyer. 

For  Rachel  have  I  ferved,     • 
For  Lea  cardc  I  never. 
And  her  I  have  referved 
Within  my  hart  for  ever. 


Cffuth  as  hadf$r/kien  hhiu 

Ltrat  rtly  fair  faulcon,  and  thy  felbwet  ttf| 
How  weil  pleafant  it  were  your  libertie. 
Ye  not  forfake  me,  that  fayre  ntought  you  fall^ 
But  they  that  fometime  liked  my  company. 
Like  lyce  away  from  dead  bodyes  they  crall^ 
Lo  what  a  proof  in  light  adveriitie^ 
But  ye  my  byrds  I  fwear  by  all  your  beUet^ 
Ye  be  my  friends  and  very  fcwe  eliet. 


A  iifiripiion  •ffucb  aotuasht  xuouUlovt^ 

A  FACE  that  (hould  content  me  wonderout  weU« 

Should  not  be  fatt,  but  lovely  to  behold. 

Of  lively  loc^k  all  griefe  for  to  repell 

With  fight  good  grace  io  would  f  that  it  fhoufd. 

Speak  without  word,  fuch  words  as  nose  can  tell« 

Her  ueft  aUb  ibould  be  of  crifped  gold. 

With  wit  and  thefe,  percl\aunce  1  might  be  tryd» 

And  knic  againe  with  knot  that  fliould  not  flide^ 


Htfto  ImpoJphU  it  is  tofjnit  fuietmefft  itt  /«%«» 

Evfta  my  hap  is  flack' and  flow  in  comeing 
Dcfire  encreafrng  aye  my  hope  uncertayne. 
With  doubtful  love  that  but  encreafeth  paine, 
For  tigre  like  fo  fwift  it  is  in  parting. 
Alas !  the  fnow  black,  fhall  it  bee  and  fcalding. 
The  fea  wateries,  and  6(h  upon  the  mountaine. 
The  Tenunes  fhall  backe  retome  in  her  fountain«^ 

I'  And  where  he  rofe,  the  fuon  (haU   iake  her 
lodging. 
Kri] 
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Ere  I  in  this  fin<le  peace  or  quietoef^. 

Or  tbit  love,  or  my  lady  right  wiily, 

L.eave  to  confpire  agai^ft  me  wrongfully. 

And  if  I  have  after  fach  bittemels, 

One  drop  of  fwete,  my  mouth  is  out  of  tafte. 

That  all  my  truft  and  traveli  is  but  wafte. 


Of  lone^ortuney  Mnd  ibt  Uvert  minds, 

iLovc,  fortune,  and  my  minde  which  doe  remember 
Eke  that  it  now,  and  that  once  hath  bene, 
Torment  my  hirt  fo  fore  that  very  often 
T  hate  and  envy  them  beyond  all  meafure. 
lx>ve  fleeth  my  hart,  Ivhile  fortune  it  depriver. 
Of  all  my  comfort,  the  fooliih  minde  than, 
Bometh  and  plaineth,  at  one  that  very  feldome, 
JLIveth  in  reik  fo  ftill  in  difpleafure  ; 
My  pieafimt  dayet  thc^  flete  and  pafTe, 
And  dayly  doth  myne  ^ U  change  to  the  worfe, 
When  more  than  halfe  is  ninne  now  of  my  courfe. 
Alat  *.  not  of  ftele,  but  of  brittle  glaft, 
1  fee  that  from  my  band  falleth  my  tnift. 
And  all  my  thoughu  are  daihcd  into  du^ 


Ttbe  Uoer  praiftth  bis  ojfred  hart  tt  it  reethted* 

Mow  oft  have  I,  my  dere  and  cruel  foe. 

With  my  great  paine  to  get  fome  peace  or  truce, 

Given  you  my  hart  but  you  do  not  nfe, 

In  foe  high  things,  to  caft  your  mind  fo  low. 

If  any  other  looke  for  it  at  you  trow. 

Their  vaine,weake  hope  doth  greatly  thefti  abolb, 

And  that  thus  I  diidaine,  that  you  refufe, 

It  wat  once  mine,  it  can  no  more  be  fo. 

If  you  it  chafe  that  it  in  you  can  find 

In  this  exile  no  manner  of  confort, 

Nor  live  alone  nor  where  he  is  cald  rcfort, 

He  may  wander  from  hit  natural  kinde. 

So  ihall  it  be  great  hurt  unto  us  twaine. 

And  yours  the  loft,  and  mine  the  deadly  palne. 


^e  Uvtn  life  comfartd  t§  the  Al/es, 

Liiti  unto  thefe  unmeafurable  mountahies. 
So  in  my  painfull  life  the  burden  of  yre, 
For  hie  be  they,  and  hie  is  my  defire. 
And  1  of  teares,  and  they  be  full  of  fountaines. 
Under  craggy  rocks  they  have  barren  plainci. 
Hard  thoughts  in  me  my  wofull  minde  doth  tire, 
Small  fruite  and  many  leaves  theire  tops  do  attiie. 
With  Imall  cffeA  great  truft  in  me  remaines. 
The  boifterous  winds  oft  thcirc  high  bowet  do 

blaa, 
Hott  (ighet  in  me  continually  be  ihed, 
Wilde  beaiU  in  them,  firce  love  in  me  is  fed, 
Unmoveable  am  I,  and  they  ftedfaft. 
Of  finging-birdii,  tiiey  have  the  tune  and  note, 
And  I  alwayes  plaintes  paffing  through  my  throte. 


Cbargimi  rflU  U%fe  as  lu^iismts  tud  lava^g  tAer* 

\f  amorous  faith,  or  if  an  hart  unfeined, 
1  fwcte  Ungear,  a  great  lovely  defire. 
If  honed  will  kindled  in  gentle  6re, 
If  long  errour  in  a  blind  mafe  chained. 
If  in  my  vit'aj;^*  eche  thought  diftained. 
Or  my  fparkiing  voice,  lower  or  hier. 
Which  fearc  and  (hame  To  wofully  doth  tire. 
If  pale  colour  which  love  alas  hath  ftained. 
If  to  have  another,  then  my  felf  more  dcrc, 
(f  waleing  or  lighing  continually. 
With  forrowful  anger  feJing  bufily 
If  burned  farr  of  and  if  frifing  nere. 
Are  caufc  thit  1  by  love  my  fdf  dcftroye, 
Yourt  is  the  fault,  and  mine  the  great  annoy. 


A  rememiuimg  •J  love, 

Faiiwcll  love,  and  all  thy  lawet  for  ever. 
Thy  bated  hookes  (hall  tangle  me  no  more, 
Seneca,  and  Plato  call  me  from  thy  lore. 
To  parfit  welth  my  witt  fur  to  endever. 
In  blind  error  when  I  did  perfever. 
Thy  (harp  repnlfe,  that  pricketh  aye  (b  fore 
Taught  me  in  trifles  that  I  fet  noe  (lore. 
But  fcape  forth  thence  fmce  libertie  it  lieficf. 
Therefore  farewell  go  trouble  younger  harts. 
And  in  time  dalme  noe  rnore  avAoritie, 
With  idle  youth  goe  ufc  thy  propertie. 
And  thereon  fpend  thy  many  brittle  dartes. 
For  hitherto  though  I  have  loft  my  time. 
Me  lift  no  longer  rotten  bowet  to  clime* 


Tbt  livtr  fotfaietb  tit  mdiMdlvrfi. 

Mt  hart  I  gave  thee  not  to  doe  it  paioe. 
But  to  preserve  lo  it  to  thee  wat  taken, 
I  ferved  thee,  thee  not  that  I  ihotild  be  Ibrlakcft^ 
But  that  i  (hould  receive  reward  agaioc. 
I  was  content,  thy  fcrvant  to  remaine. 
And  not  to  be  repayed  on  thit  fofhion,  . 
Now  fince  in  thee  there  it  mi  other  reafon, 
Difpleale  thee  not  if  that  1  da  relraine. 
Unfatiat  of  my  wo  and  thy  defire, 
AiTured  by  craft  for  to  ezcofc  thy  fauk. 
But  fince  it  pleafeth  thee  to  fain  default. 
Farewell  1  fay,  departing  from  the  fire. 
For  he  that  doth  believe  bearing  in  hand, 
Ploweth  in  the  water  and  foweth  in  the  Und. 


TU  l^^er  d^crihelbbis  ttfieffeji4ite. 

Tut  flameing  fighet  that  boyle  within  my  fareaft. 
Sometime  br^  forth  and  they  can  well  declare, 
The  hartet  unreft,  and  how  that  he  doth  fear. 
The  paine  theceofi  the  griefe,  and  all  the  reft* 
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The  Shattered  eyen  from  ivlKoee  tlK  tearet  do  fall, 
i>o  feel  feme  force  or  elc*  thcf  ivmJd  be  dry, 
The  wafted  fleih  of  colour  dcd  cml  try. 
And  fometime  tell  what  iwtetuefs  in  the  gait 
And  he  that  luft  to  fee,  and  to  difccarnc. 
How  care  can  force  withm  a  waied  mind, 
Come  he  to  me  I  am  that  place  afinde, 
Bnt  for  all  this  ooe  force,  it  doth  noc  hanmc« 
The  woonde  alas  hap  in  fome  other  place. 
From  whence  noc  toole  away  the  fear  can  race. 

But  you  which  of  fuch  like  have  had  your  part, 
Can  beft  be  judge  wherefore  my  friend  to  d^e, 
I  thought  it  good  my  ftate  (hould  now  appcre. 
To  yon,  and  that  there  i»  no  great  defart. 
And  whereas  you  in  weighty  matter*  great. 
Of  fortune  faw  the  Ihaddow  that  yoo  know 
For  trifling  things  I  now  am  ftricken  foe. 
That  thoiig)>  I  feel  my  hart  doth  wound  and  beat, 
1  fit  alone  fave  on  the  fecond  day. 
My  fe»er  comes  with  whome  I  fpend  my  time, 
In  burning  heat  while  that  ihc  lift  affignc, 
And  who  hath  hekh  and  liberty  ahray, 
Let  him  thank  God,  and  let  him  not  provoke, 
To  have  the  like  of  thb  my  painfuU  ftiokc. 


ComfUtttd  of  tb<  ahfinci  of  bit  love. 


rht  Uver  Uments  the  death  of  hit  love. 

The  piller  periibt  is  whereto  I  lent, 
The  firongcft  ftay  of  mine  unquiet  mindcf 
The  like  of  it  no  man  agayn  can  fynde. 
From  caft  to  weft  ftill  fccking  though  he  went, 
To  mync  unbappe  forhappc  away  hath  rent, 
Of  all  my  joy  the  very  bark  and  rindc. 
And  I  (alas !)  by  chaunce  am  thus  affinde, 
Dayly  to  mourn,  till  death  do  it  relent. 
But  fince  that  thus  it  is  by  dcftiny, 
Wbat  can  1  more  but  have  a  wofuU  hart, 
JVIy  penne  in  plaint  my  voice  in  carrfuU  tryc. 
My  mynde  in  woe  my  body  full  of  fraart, 
And  I  my  felf,  my  felf  alwayes  to  hate, 
TyU  drpjWifuU  death  doe  cafe  my  dolcfuU  flatc, 


*Tbe  lover  fen  Jitb  ftgbti  to  move  hU  fuite^ 

Got  burning  fighes  unto  the  frozen  hart, 
Goc  break  the  yce  which  pities  painfull  dart. 
Might  never  pierce,  and  if  that  morull  prayer^ 
In  heaven  be  heard  at  leaft  yet  I  defyrc. 
That  death,  or  mercy,  end  my  wofuU  fmart. 
Take  with  thee  paine  whereof  I  have  my  part. 
And  eke  the  flame  from  which  I  cannot  ftarc 
And  leave  me  then  in  reft  1  you  require, 
Goc  burning  fighs  fulfill  that  1  defire. 
I  muft  goe  worke,  and  fee  my  craft  and  ay^, 
JFor  tmth  and  faith  in  her  is  laid  apart, 
Alas  1  cannot  therefore  now  aflayle  her, 
V^ithpitifull  complaint  and  fcaldmg  fire, 
Jhat  &pm  my  brcft  dccciycbly  doth  ftart. 


Sos  feeble  is  the  thred  that  doth  the  burden  ftay,  y 
Of  my  poor  life  in  heavy  plight  that  falleth  in  de- 
cay, (cours, 
That  but  it  have  elfewhere  fome  aydc  or  fome  fuc- 
The  running  fpiudle  of  my  fate  anon  (hall  end  his 

courfe.  [p^rt. 

For  fince  the  unhappy  honre  that  dyd  me  to  de- 
from  my  fweet  wealc  one  only  hoape  hath  ftayed 

my  life  apart. 
Which  doth  perfwade  fuch  words  unto  my  fored 

mynde,  [luck  to  find. 

Maintaine  thy  felfe,  O  wofuU  wight,  fome  better 
For  though  Uiou  be  deprived  from  thy  dcfired 

fight. 
Who  can  thee  tell,  if  thy  retumc  before  thy  more 

delight: 
Or  who  can  tell  thy  lofs  if  thou  mayft  once  recover. 
Some  pleafant  houtes  thy  wo  may  wrap,  and  thee 

defend  and  cover. 
Thus  in  this  truft,  as  yet  it  hath  my  life  fuftaincd. 
But  now  (alas)  I  fee  it  faint,  and  I  by  truft  am 

trayned.  [bende. 

The  tynie  doth  ietc,  and  I  fee  how  the  hours  do 
So  faft  that  I  have  fcant  the  fpacc  to  marke  my 

comeing  end.  [his  lite. 

Weftward  the  funn  from  out  the  eaft  fcant  fliewd 
When  in  the  weft  he  hies  him  ftpaitc  within  th» 

daik  of  night 
And  comes  as  faft,  where  he  began  his  path  awry. 
From  eaft  (o  weft,  from  weft  to  eaft,  fo  doth  hit 

journey  lye.  [here. 

Thy  lyfe  fo  fliort  fo  f^aylc,  that  foortall  men  W^c 
Soe  great  a  weight,  fo  heavy  charge  the  bodyea 

that  we  here.  . 
That  when  I  think  upon  the  diftance  and  the  fpace. 
That  doth  fo  farre  divide  me  firom  thy  dere  defired 

face.  [quire, 

I  kpow  not  how  t'  atuine  the  winges  that  1  re- 
To  lyft  me  up  that  i  might  fly  to  follow  my  dc- 

fyre.  [fuftyne, 

Thuji  of  that  hope  that  doth  my  lyfe  (omethyng 
Alas  1  fear,  and  partly  feci  full  little  doth  remaine. 
]f  che  place  doth  bring  me  gf  iefe  where  I  doe  nat 

behold, 
Thofc  lively  eyes  which  of  my  thoughts,  were  wont 

the  keys  to  hold. 
Thofe  thoughts  wcr^  pleafant  fweet  whilft  J  eh- 

'joyM  that  grace. 
My  pleaiurc  paft,  my  prefent  pain,  when  I  might 

well  embrace. 
And  for  becaufe  my  want  fliould  more  my  woe 

increafe. 
In  watch  and  fleep  both  day  and  night  my  will 

doth  never  ceafe. 
That  thing  to  wiflie  whereof  fyocc  1  did  lofe  the 

fight. 
Was  never  thing  that  mought  in  ought  my  wofuU 

hart  delight. 
Th*  uneafy  life  I  lead  doth  teach  me  for  to  mete. 
The  floods,  the  feas,  the  land,  the  hills,  that  doth 
them  intcrmete. 

Rriij 
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Twene  me  and  thofe  (bene  lighu  that  wonted  for 

to  dere. 
My  darked  pan^i^  of  cloudy  thoughts  as  bright  at 

Phebus  ^here ; 
It  teachech  me  alfo,  what  was  my  pleafant  ftate. 
The  more  to  fcclc  by  fuch  record  how  that  my 

wekh  doth  bate. 
K  fuch  record  (alas)  provoke  the  inflamed  mynde, 
%Vhich  fprung  that  day  that  1  dyd  Jeaye  the  bed  of 

me  behynde. 
If  love  forgeat  himfelfe  by  length  of  abfenee  let, 
Who  doch  me  guid  (O  wofuU  wretch)  unto  this 

baited  net :  [for  me, 

Where  doth  encreafe  my  care,  much  better  were 
At  dumm  at  ftone  all  thingt  forgott,  ftill  aM'ent 

for  CO  be. 
Alas  the  clear  chrifiatl,  the  bright  tranfplendant 

glafle,  [it  hafe. 

Doth  not  bewray  the  colourthid  which  underneath 
As  doth  the  accumbred    iprite  the  thoughtful] 

throwes  difcovcr,  [we  cover. 

Of  teares  delyte  of  fervent  love  that  in  our  hartes 
Out  by  thefe  eyet,  it  Ihetrcth  that  evermore  delight; 
In  plaint  and  tearet  to  feek  rcdreft,  and  eke  both 

day  and  night. 
Thofe  kindcs  of  pleafures  inoft  wherein  men  foe 

rejoice,  [voice. 

To  me  they  do  redouble  ftUl  of  ftormy  .Cghes  the 
For,  (  am  one  of  them,  whom  plaint  doth  well 

content,  [lament. 

It  fits  me  well  my  abfent  wealth  me  femes  for  to 
And  with  my  teares  t'  afly  to  charge  myne  eyet 

twayne, 
IJVe  as  my  hart  above  the  brink  is  fra^ighted  full 

of  payne. 
And  for  bccaufe  thereto^  that  thefe  fair  eyet  do 

trcate,  [repcate. 

X)o  me  provoke,  I  will  returne,  my  plaint  thus  to 
yor  there  is  nothing  els,  fo  tou^hctn  me  within, 
Where  they  rule  all,  and  1  alone,  nought  but  the 

cafe  or  (kin. 
Wherefore  1  Oiall  returne  to  them  ^%  wcH  or  fpring, 
From  whom  defcends  my  mortall  wo,  above  all 

other  thing, 
fk)  (hall  myne  eyes  in  paine  accompany  my  hart. 
That  were  the  guides,  that  did  it  lead  of  love  to 

feel  the  fmart.  [pfidc. 

The  crifped  gold  that  doth  furmocnt  AppoUocs 
I  he   lively  (Ireamet  of  pleafant  ftarrs  that  updcr 

it  doth  glyde. 
Wherein  the  beames  of  love  doe  dill  increafe  theire 

heate,  [me  fweat. 

Which  yet  fo  far  touch  roc  to  near  in  cold  to  make 
The  wife  and  pleafant  ta)te,  fee  rare  or  elfe  alone, 
That  gave  to  me  the  curties  gyft,  that  card  had 

never  none. 
Be  far  from  me  alas,  and  every  other  thing, 
I  might  forbear  with  better  will,  then  this  diat 

did  me  bring. 
With  pleafand  woord  and  cheef ,  tedrcfs  of  lingred 

payne,  [trayrc. 

Ard  wonted  oft  in  kindled  will,  to  vertuc  n»e  to 
Thus  am  I  fnrc'd  to  hckr  and  hearken  after  news, 
J^y   comfort  fcant,  my  large  dc^c  in  doubtful 

p-wifc  renews. 


And  yet  with  more  delight  to  move'  my  woluft  eaf^ • 
I  muft  complaine  thefe  haodt,  tho£e  armct,  tbst 

firmly  do  embrace. 
Me  from  my  (elf,  amd  rule  the  ftcme  of  my  po«r 

lyfe. 
The  f^eet  difdaysea*  the  pleaiant  wratfacsy  aa4 

eke  the  holy  ftrife. 
That  wonted  wcU  to  tune  in  temper  juft  and  mete. 
The  rage,  th^t  oft  did  make  me  err  by  6iroor  an- 

difcrete.  [iuUs 

All  this  it  hid  from  me  with  flisrp  anfl  ragged 
At  others  will  my  long  ^>ode,  my  dqie  dyfpayr 

fulfiUt. 
And  of  my  hope  fometime  ryfe  up  by  fovie  redrefic. 
It  ftumbleth  ftraite  for  f^jible  faint  my  fiear  hatl» 

fuch  exceffe. 
Such  it  the  fort  of  hoape,  the  left  for  more  defyie. 
And  yet  i  truft  e Ve  that  1  dye,  to  fee  that  I  require. 
The  refting  place  of  love,  where  virtue  dwells  and 

and  growes,  *  {repair. 

There  I  defire  my  weary  life  (bmetime  may  cake 
My  fong  thou  (halt  attaine,  to  find  the  pleaiiaiK 

place, 
Where  f^  doth  live  by  whom  I  Htc,  may  chance 

to  have  thit  grace. 
When  (he  hath  ^d  aod  feen,  the  griefe  whcroii^ 

I  fcrve. 
Between  her  bre(ls  (he  (hall  the  put,  there  (bal^ 

(he  thee  referve. 
Then  tell  her,  that  1  come,  (he  (hall  me  (bortly  fee. 
And  if  for  waight  the  body  fayl,  the  foul  (hall  t^ 

^er  flee. 


Tk:  lover  blametb  h'u  lvwf*r  rentimg  of  ti^  iMer  h^ 
fent  Lcr, 

SorrisiD  not  (madame)  that  yon  did  teare. 
My  wofull  hart,  but  thisalfo  to  rent. 
The  weeping  paper  thkt  to  you  1  fcnt. 
Whereof  cch  letter  was  written  with  a  tear. 
Could  not  my  prcfcnt  paynes  ( Jas)  fuflife. 
Your  greedy  heart,  and  that  my  heart  doth  feel. 
Torments  that  prick  more  (harper  than  the  Otvu^ 
But  new  and  new  mull  to  my  Jott  aryfe, 
Ufe  then  my  death,  foe  (hall  your  crueltyc. 
Spite  of  your  fpytc,  rid  me  from  all  my  fmart. 
And  I  no  more  iurh  torments  of  the  hart. 
Feci  as  I  doe  this  (hall  you  gayne  thereby. 


The  iopcr  curfetb  the  tym  wbea/y^  befdl  in  Uvt^ 

When  fyril  myne  eye^  did  view  and  mark. 

Thy  feyr  beauty  to  behold, 

And  when  my  ears  lyfned  to  hark. 

The  pleafant  woords  that  thou  me  tolde. 

I  would  as  then  I  had  been  free, 

From  ears  to  hear,  aixd  eyes  to  fee. 

And  when  my  lipps  gan  fyrft  to  monc. 

Whereby  my  haii  to  thee  w«$  knowne. 

And  when  my  tongue  dyd.  talke  of  love. 

To  thee  that  bad  uuc  love  dowiie  throwcf« 


80NGES   AND,  SONETTES. 
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I  would  my  lifpt  and  tongue  alfo«, 

Had  then  been  dnmme,  oo  deal  to  goe. 

And  when  my  hands  have  handled  ought. 

That  thee  hath  kept  in  memory, 

And  when  my  feet  have  gone  and  fought. 

To  find  and  get  the  company. 

1  would  each  hand  a  foot  had  beene. 

And  I  each  foot  a  hand  had  fecn. 

And  when  in  mind  1  dyd  con  fen  t. 

To  follow  thif  my  hndet  will, 

And  when  my  hart  did  firft  relent. 

To  tad  fnch  bait  my  life  to  fpiU. 

I  would  my  hart  had  been  as  thine. 

Or  ela  thy  hart  had  been  as  myne. 


Tie  hvtr  dettrminttb  It  firvtfMfiiUy 

61  MCI  loTC  will  needs,  that  I  fhall  love. 

Of  very  force  I  muft  agree. 

And  ilnce  no  chaunce  may  it  rcinovc. 

In  wealth  and  in  adYeriltie, 

1  ihall  alway  my  felfe  apply. 

To  fcrve  and  fufier  patiently. 

Though  for  good  will  I  finde  but  hate. 
And  cruelly  my  life  toVaft, 
And  though  that  fitil  a  wretched  ftat«. 
Should  pyne  my  dart  unto  the  laik : 
Yet  I  profclsit  willingly, 
1  o  ferve  and  fuffcr  patiently. 

For  Ilnce  my  hart  is  bound  to  fcrve. 
And  f  not  ruler  of  myne  owne, 
What  foe  befall,  tyll  that  I  ftcrve, 
By  proofcfull  well  it  (hall  be  knowne. 
That  I  (hall  ftill  my  fetf  apply, 
To  fenre  and  fuffer  patiently. 

Yet  though  my  griefe  finde  noe  redrefi^ 
But  ftill  encreafe  l^fore  myne  eyes, 
Though  my  reward  be  cruclnc(re, 
"With  all  the  harme,  happa  can  devyfe, 
Yet  1  profiefs  it  willingly. 
To  fcrve  and  fufi*er  patiently. 

Yea  though  fortune  her  plea(^t  face^ 
Should  (hew,  tofet  me  up  aloft, 
And  ftraight  my  wealth  for  to  deface. 
Should  wrythc  away«  as  (he  doth  oft. 
Yet  would  I  dill  my  fclf  apply e, 
To  fcrve  and  fuffer  patiently. 

There  is  no  griefe,  no  fmcrt,  no  wo. 
That  yet  I  feel,  or  after  (ball. 
That  from  this  minde  may  make  mc  goe^ 
And  whatfoevtr  me  befall, 
1  da  profefs  it  willingly. 
To  icrve  and  fuffer  patiently. 


tht  lovtrftffptQcdf  Uametb  ill  ioitgiui. 

MisTiusTfOLL  minds  be  moved. 
To  have  me  in  fufpe*ft. 
The  truth  it  (hall  be  proved. 
Which  time  (hall  once  deted. 
Though  falfbed  goe  about^, 
Of  cxiiac  tv  me  accu(e^ 


At  Itfigth  I  do  not  doubt. 
But  truth  (hall  me  excufe. 
Such  fauce,  as  they  have  ferved^ 
To  me  without  defert, 
^ven  as  they  have  deferred. 
Thereof  God  fend  them  part, 


The  lover  cmtpUimtth^  attdhis  ladU  e$mfirUA» 

Lovtr,  It  bumeth  yet,  aUs,  my  heartes  defire, 
Lmdy,   What  is  the  thing,  that  hath  inflam'd  thy 

heart.' 
X0.  A  certaine  point  as  fenreot  as  the  frre. 
La,  The  heat  (hall  ceafe  if  that  thou  wilt  convert, 
£«.  I  cannot  ftop  the  fervent  rageing  yre, 
Ztf.  What  may  I  do,  if  thy  felf  caufc  thy  fmart  ? 
L«.  Heare   my  re^uei^  add  rew  my   weeping 

chere 
La,  With  right  good  will  (ay  on,  lo,  I  thee  here. 
L9,  That  thing  would  1,  that  makcth  two  content. 
La,  Thou  icekefi,  perchaunce  of  me,  that  1  may 

not. 
L9,  Would  God,  thou  wouldeft,  as  thon  may(l, 

well  alTeiit. 
La,  That  I  may  not  the  griefe  is  myne,  God  wot, 
£•.  But  if  I  feelc,    wlutfo  thy  woordes  havo- 

ment. 
La,  Sufped  me  not,  my  vroordes  be  not  forgett* 
Lo,  Then  fay,  alas !  (hall  I  have  help  or  no. 
La,  1  fee  no  time  to  anfwer,  yea,  but  no. 
L;  l>ay  yea,  derc  hart,  and  (land  no  more  in 

doubt. 
La.  T  may  not  grant  a  thing  that  \%  fo  dere. 
Lm,  Lo  with  delayer,  thou  dryves  me  (till  aboot. 
La,  Thou  wouldeft  my  death,  it  plainly  doth  ap-^ 

pcare.  [out. 

Z*.  Firft  may  my  heart  his  blood,  and  life  blede 
La,  Then  fur  my  fake,  alas!  thy  will  forbeare. 
Z.0.  From  day  to  day,  thus  wades  my  lyfc  away. 
La,  Yet  for  the  befit,  fufiVe  (bme  fmale  delay. 
L;  Now  good,  fay  yea,  do  once  fu  good  a  dcde. 
La,  If  I  fayd  yea,  what  (hould  thereof  crfuc  ? 
/.«•  An  heart  in  payne  of  fuccour  lb  ihould  fpedr, 
Twixt  yea,  and  nay,  my  dour  (hall  dill  renew. 
My  fwete,  fay  yea,  and  do  away  this  drcdc. 
La,  Thou  wilt  ncdes  (b,be  it  fo,  but  then  be  trcw, 
Lo,  Nought  would  I  elfe,  nor  other  treafure  ncne. 
Thus  hearts  be  wonoe  by  love,  rcquell,  and 

mone« 


Why  Uvt  U  UimU, 

Of  purpofe,love  chofe  firft  for  to  be  blinde, 
For  he  with  fight  of  that,  that  1  bcholde, 
Vanquilh't  had  been,  againd  aQ  godly  kynde« 
His  bow  your  hand,  and  trulTe  (hould  have  un- 
fold. 
And  he  with  me  to  ferve  lud  been  allinde. 
But,  for  he  blind,  and  recklefs  would  him  hold 
And  ftill,by  chance,  his  diediy  firokes  bcAow 
With  fuch,  as  fee,  I  fcrrc,  and  liifier  wo. 

Rriii^ 
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Wbat  tzgt  If  thif,  what  farof  of  what  kyndc, 
What  power,  what  pjUgc,  doth  wcry  tbu»  myc 

mlndc? 
Within  my  hooet  to  rankle  is  afiynde, 
What  poifon  pleafant  fwtte. 

l*o  fee  myne  eyes  flow  with  continual  teares, 
The  body  fiiU  a#ay  fleeplefle  it  weares, 
My  foode  nothing  my  fainting  drcngth  repayret 
Hor  doth  my  lint  me e  liiilayne.  [turoe. 

In  depe  Wyde  wound,  the  deadly  ftroke  doch 
To  cuveleiTe  ikarre  that  never  ihall  returne, 
Go  to,  triumph,  r^yce  thy  goodly  turne, 
Thy  frcnd  thou  doeft  opprefle. 

Opprefle  thou  doeft,  and  haft  of  him  no  cure, 
Kor  yet  my  plaint  no  pitie  can  procure, 
JPierce  tjvjtti  fell,  hardro^  without  recure 
Cruell  r^ell  to  love. 

Once  may  thou  love,  never  be  loved  again, 
po  love  thou  ftill,  and  not  thy  love  obtaync. 
So  wrathfiill  love  with  fpites  of  juft  difdaine. 
May  thrct  thy  cruell  hart. 


The  ic^er  hUmtth  ^  'pfiaMf  ^^yf* 

JDvsTti,  (alas '.)  my  maiftef,  and  my  foe, 
So  fore  altered  thy  iie|fe,  how  maiA  thou  fee. 
Some  time  thou  feekeft,  and  dryvesme  to  and  Oro, 
ikftme  time  thou  leade/l,  that  ^eadeth  thee  apd  me. 
What  reafon  it  to  rule  thy  fubjeds  fo. 
By  forced  law  and  mutalnli^f 
For  where  by  thee  \  doubted  to  have  blame, 
^vcn  now  by  hate  agi^yoc  \  dpub^  the  fa^ne. 


*Ihe  Lviw  umplaiinith  hi*  £^«/#« 

I  til  that  chance  hath  chofen  me. 
Thus  fecretly  to  live  in  payne, 
And  to  anodier  geven  die  free. 
Of  all  my  lofle  to  haVe  the  gayne, 
Jiy  chance  aflinde  thus  do  1  ferve,' 
And  other  have  that  I  deferve. 

Unto  my  fclf  (bme  time  alon^, 
I  do  lament  my  wofull  cafe,      ' 
But  what  availeth  me  tb  mone. 
Since  truth  and  pitie  hath  no  place. 
In  them,  to  whom  I  fue  and  ferve. 
And  |thef  have  tha\  I  deferve. 

To  feke  by  mcane  to  change  this  mind, 
Alas,  I  prove  it  will  not  bSe,  '     ^ 
For  in  my  heart  I  cannot  finde, 
Pnce  to  refrayne,  but  ftill  agree 
At  bound  by  force  alway  to  ierve. 
And  other  have  that  I  deferve. 
^'  Such  is  the  fortune  that  I  have. 
To  love  them  moft,  that  love  me  left, 
Ai^d  to  my  payne  to  leek  and  crave 
The  thing,  that  other  have  pbfleft, 
^  thus  in  vaioe  alway  I  icrve. 
And  Ptjier  l^ve  that  I  dcfervC| 


And  tin  I  may  appeaie  the  h<atf , 
If  that  my  happe  will  happe  fo  wcJl 
To  waylc  my  wo  my  heart  ftiall  frcat^ 
Wbofe  penfif  payne  mv  topg  can  td^  , 
Yet  thus  unhappy  muu  1  ferve. 
And  other  have  tha^  \  deicfve. 


Ojytt  love  ealltd  Amta. 

What  woord  is  that,  that  ch^ngcth  nor. 

Though  it  be  tuf  ude  a^d  made  in  twayne. 

It  is  mynne,  Abi^,  G^d  it  woie 

l*he  only  cauler  of  my  payne. 

My  love  that  medeth  with  difdaine. 

Yet  is  it  loved,  what  will  you  mote; 

It  is  my  ialve,  and  eke  my  for«« 


VsNBMotys  thornes  that  are  fo  fttarpe  and  kene, 
Beare  flowers  we  fee,  full  frcfti  and  fayre  of  huL 
Poyfon  is  alfe  put  in  medicine. 
And  unto  man  his  health  doth  oft  renne. 
The  fyre  thu  all  things  eke  confumeth  deoe. 
May  hurt  and  Keale  :  then  if  that  this  be  true, 
1  truft  Ibme  time  my  harm  may  be  my  healthy' 
Sins  every  woe  is  joyncd  with  ibme  wealth. 


A  riddU  of  a  oft  gevem  hy  a  ladU» 

A  LADT  gave  me  ^  gift  flie  had  not. 

And  I  received  her  gift  which  1  took  not. 

She  gave  it  me  willingly,  and  yet  flie  would  not. 

And  I  received  it  albeit  1  could  not. 

If  flie  ffive  it  me  I  force  not, 

And  if  ftie  uke  it  again  (he  cares  not, 

Confter  what  this  |s  and  tell  not. 

For  I  am  faft  fwome,  I  may  not. 


TUtJptMihg  •r  pfjtrimg  kthtin  «/wtfy  j^«&^, 

SrsAKB  thou  and  fpede,  where  vriU  or  power 
opght  fielpcth,  [by  wclth  : 

Where  ^wer  doth  want,  vrill  muft  be  wonoe 
For  nede  will  fpcde,  where  will  workcs  not  his 
kynde,  \Sv^ 

And  gayne,  thy  foes  thy  frendes  fliall  csufe  thee 
For  fute  and  golde,  what  do  not  they  obt«yne. 
Of  good  and  bad  the  tryers  arc  theie  wayne. 


He  rwUA  mi,  thtngh  be  reigmt  over  reaJmet,  sUi  h 
ftdjeS  to  tie  ovme  Ivfieu 


\w  thon  wOt  mighty  be,  flee  from  the  rage. 
Of  cmcU  will,  and  kc  thou  kepe  the  £ree. 


SONGE8  AND  80NBTTES. 


«»? 


FrMn  ihe  foul  yoke  of  foifiiil  bondage, 
For  tliotgh  iKioe  empire  ftretchte  to  Indian  fee. 
And  for  thy  i«ar  tremUeth  the  fardetb  Tholet, 
If  thy  defyrc  hsve  over  thee  the  pow^, 
^bjcd  then  art  thou,  and  no  govemour. 

If  to  ly  noble  and  high  thy  mind  be  moved, 
Poafider  well  thy  groonde  and  thy  beginning, 
For  he  that  hath  echeiUrre  in  heayen  fixed. 
And  gtvetthe  okoone  her  hocneaand  her  eclip^g. 
A  lyhe  hath  made  die  noble  in  hi»  forking, 
So  that  wretched  no  vay  may  thoa  be, 
Eyoent  foole  loft  and  vyce  doe  conqner  thee. 

All  wer  that  fo  thou  had  a  flood  of  golde, 
Unt<i  thy  thtrft  yet  ihoold  it  not  fnlte. 
And  though  with  Indian  (lonet  a  thoniand  fold^, 
More  precioot  then  can  thy  lelf  devife. 
Ycharged  were  thy  backe,  thy  covetiie. 
And  bofy  byling  yet  ihoold  never  let, 
1'hy  wretcj^ed  lyfe,  node  do  thy  death  profet. 


tVbttitr  KkeAU  iyUfe  9/  Kft^  or  life  in  prifim  and 
tbrahhme,  btfoip  prtferttd* 

Lrsc  as  the  byrde  within  the  cage  inclofed. 
The  dore  unlparred,  her  foe  the  hawke  without 
Twixt  death  and  prifon  pitioufly  opprefled| 
Whether  for  to  dioofe  ftandeth  in  doat« 
Lo  fo  do  I,  which  feke  to  bring  about, 
Which  Ihonld  be  heft  by  determination 
By  lofle  of  life,  libcrtie,  or  lyfe  by  prifoo* 

O  mifcliief  by  miichief  to  be  redreiTedf 
Where  payne  ia  heft  there  lyeth  hot  little  plea- 

fure. 
By  ftort  death  better  to  be  delivered, 
1'bcn  bydein  painfiill  lyfe,  thraldome  and  do|our. 
ISmall  is  the  pleafure  where  much  payne  we  fuf- 

fer. 
Rather  therefore  to  chofe  me  thinketh  wifdome, 
^y  lois  of  lyfe  libertie,  then  lyfe  by  prifon. 

And  yctt  me  thinkes  although  1  live  and  fuffer, 
I  do  but  wayte  a  time  and  fortunes  chance, 
Oft  many  thinget  do  happen  in  one  bower, 
"^i  hat  which  opprefl  me  now  may  me  advance. 
In  time  is  tmft  which  by  deathes  grevaunce 
Is  wholy  loft.    Then  were  it  not  reafon 
By  death  to  chufe  libertie,  and  not  life  by  prifon. 

But  death  wer  deliverance  where  lif  lengthens 
paine. 
Of  thcie  two  iUes  let  fee  now  chufe  the  bell, 
'i'hia  bird*te  deliver  that  here  doth  plaine ; 
What  (ay  ye  lovers,  whidi  flial  be  the  beft  ? 
In  cage  thraldome,  or  by  the  hawke  oppreil ; 
And  which  to  chufe,  make  plain  conchiiion 
By  iols  of  lyfe  libertie,  or  \jU  by  prifon. 


Jlgainfl  bwrien  o/mwey, 

Fob  ibame&ft  harme  of  great  and  hatefull  ncde, 
In  dcpe  dilpayre,  as  did  a  wretch  go. 
With  ready  corde  out  of  his  life  to  fpede, 
|1j#  fhnnbllflg  foot  did  fynde  to  hoordc,  J09 


Of  gold,  I  (ay,  where  he  preparde  this  dede 

And  in  exchange,  he  left  the  conie  tho* 

He  that  hid  the  golde,  and  found  it  not. 

Of  that  he  found  he  ihapt  his  kncck  a  knot^       ^ 


VoLCAME  begat  me,  Minerva  me  taught, 
Mature  -my  mother,  craft  noprilkt  mc  yer«  by 

yere  (naught. 

Three  bodies  are  my  fqpde;  my  ftrttogth  ia  in 
Anger,  vrrath,  wafte,  and  noyfe,  are  my  chiUren 

dere. 
Oefie  frende,  whiti  am,  and  how  I  am  wtm^^ 
Monfter  of  fea  or'of  lande,  or  of  els  where 
Know  me,  and  nfe  me,  and  I  may  thee  ddead. 
And  if  1  be  thine  enemie  I  may  thy  Ufe  code. 


fV^,  UtKP  in  prifin  in  Birymt» 

Stents  are  my  foode,  ipy  dfink  are  my  tearet^ 
Clinking  of  fetters  would  fuch  mufike  crave. 
Stink,  and  clofe  ayre,  away  my  life  it  wearei^ 
Poor  timocence  b  all  the  hope  I  have, 
Rayoe,  wjnde,  or  weather,  judge  I  by  myne  ear^ 
Msdice  a&utet  that  righteoufneue  (hould  haye. 
Sure  am  I,  Bryan,  this  wound  (hall  heale  agatne^ 
But  yett,  alas !  the  (karre  (hall  diU  remaine* 


0/Sf€mUinitn9ordt. 

TaaouoHouT  the  world  if  it  vrere  f<wgb|, 
Fayre  words  ynoughe  ^  ipan  (hall  fyade; 
Tliey  be  good  chepe,  they  coft  right  nought^ 
Their  fubftance  is  but  only  wynde  t 
But  well  to  fay,  and  fo  to  meane, 
lliat  fwete  accorde  is  feldome  fSeoe. 


0/  tht  mean  tudfirt  tfoU. 

Stano  whofo  lis  upon  the  dipper  whede. 
Of  high  eftate,  and  let  me  here  r^oyce,  * 

And  ufe  my  hfe  in  quietneiTe  eche  diele, 
Unknowne  in  court  that  hath  the  wanton  joyei^ 
In  hidden  place  my  time  (hall  (lowly  pafle. 
And  when  my  yeres  be  pa(l  without  annoyfe^ 
Let  me  dye  old  after  the  conunon  trace. 
For  grypes  of  death  do  he  too  hardly  pa&; 
That  knowne  is  to  all,  but  to  himfelf,  aUs! 
He  dyeth  unknown  daled  with  dread^U  fice. 


nttmrtiertUfe* 

In  conrt  to  ferve  decked  with  Irelhe  anye. 
Of  fvgar«d  mcatei  feling  the  fwete  repafi. 
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THE   WOUKS^  OT  WYAT. 


The  lyfe  in  bankett  ind  fondry  kyndet  of  phiye, 
Anid  the  prefle  the  worldly  looket  to  waftc. 
Hath  with  it  joined  of  times  fnch  bitter  tafte, 
That  who  fo  }«yet  fnch  kindc  of  life  to  bolde. 
In  prifoD  joyes  fettred  with  chiioes  of  goldc. 


Of  AfipfwiUd  purpofe  by  tie^l'genee. 

Or  Cartha|re  he  that  worthy  warriour. 
Could  overcome,  but  could  not  ufe  his  chance 
And  I  likeiryfe  of  all  nn^  long  endeavour. 
The  ibarp  conqueft  though  fortune  did  avaoce, 
Xe  could  I  ufe,  the  hold  that  it  given  over. 
I  uspofieffe,  fo  hangeth  now  in  balance. 
Of  warrc,  my  peace,  rewa^de  of  all  my  pafoe^ 
At  Mouatzoo  thu«  1  reiklela  reft  in  Spine. 


Of  lit  returme/nm  Spaytu* 

Taous  farewell  that  weft  ward  with  thy  ftremcs, 
Turnes  up  the  graines  of  golde  already  tryde, 
For  1  with  fpurre  and  faik  go  fcke  the  Temmes, 
<3ayneward  the  funJe  that  ihewcth^  her  welthy 

pride; 
And  to  the  towne  that  Brutut  fought  by  dreamea, 
l^ike  bended  moon  that  leaves  her  lufiy  fyde, 
Wy  king,  my  country,  I  fcke  for  whom  1  live, 
^  mighty  Jove  ^  wyndes  for  this  me  gtvc* 


Offodainttrtt^til. 

DaiTtN  by  dcfyre  I  did  this  ded, 
To  danger  my  fclf  without  caufe  why, 
To  truft  th*  umrue  not  lyke  to  fpcdc, 
To  fpeake  and  promife  faithfully. 
But  now  the  proofe  doth  verify. 
That  who  fo  truftcth  ere  he  know. 
Doth  hart  him'felf  and  pleafe  his  foe. 


Of  the  mciUr  that  eat  her  child  mt  the  fege  rf  Je- 
nfalem. 

In  doubtfull  brcft  whyles  motherly  pitty, 
^Vith  furious  famine  {landeth  at  debate 
The  mother  faith,  O  child  unhappy, 
Keturn  thy  blood  where  thou  hadft  milke  of  late. 
Yelfl  me  thofe  lynmies  that  I  made  unto  the^, 
And  enter  there  where  thou  wcr  generate. 
For  of  one  body  againft  all  nature, 
^To  another  muH  I  make  fepulture. 


Of  the  meant  andfure  efate^writUM  to  John  Poyn$i, 

Mr  mothers  maides  when  they  do  (bw  and  fpione, 
fiThey  iing  a  iong  made  of  a  ^cldiih  moufei 


■That  for  becauie  her  livclod  wasbot  tUoBo. 
Would  needs  go  fee  her  towaifli  fifters  hooOe. 
She  tought  her  felf  eodvrde  to  grieroas  payae. 
The  ftormy  blaftee  her  cave  fo  fore  did  Unit ; 
That  when  the  furrorn  fwimmed  i^th  the  rayae^ 
She  mu(k  lye  cold  and  wet  in  fory  plight. 
And  worfe  then  that  bare  meate  ther  did  remayBe, 
To  comfort  her,  when  flic  her  hottfe  had  dight. 
Some  tyme  a  barley  come,  fome  ti&ie  a'beaaie. 
For  which  flie  laboured  hard  both  day  and  aigfac. 
In  harved  tyme,  whyle  ihe  might  go  aodgkane, 
And  when  her  (lore  was  ftroyoi  with  the  floodc, 
Then  welaway  for  (he  ondone  w^s  clmc, 
'  Then  was  (he  fainc  to  uke  inftede  of  foode 
Slepc  if  ike  might,  her  hunger  to  begyle. 
My  filler,  q«oed'lhe,hath  a  Kvinggood, 
And  hence  from  me  (he  dwelieth  not  a  myle  ; 
In  colde  and  ftorme  (he  lyeth  warn  and  (frye 
f n  bed  of  downe,  the  durt  doth  not  defyle 
Her  tender  foot,  (he  labours  not  as  1. 
Richcly  (he  fedes  and  at  the  riche  mannes  coft. 
And  for  her  meate  (h^  nedes  not  crave  nor  cry, 
By  fea,  by  land,  of  delicatcs  the  moft 
Her  cater  fckcs,  and  fpare^  for  no  pcrell, 
She  fedes  on  boy  Id  meate,  bake  meate  and  on  roft« 
And  hath  therefore  no  whit  of  charge  nor  tiavd( 
And  when  (he  lift,  the  licour  of  the  grape 
Doth  glad  her  heart,  till  that  her  belly  fwdl; 
And  at  this  journey  makes  (he  but  a  jape. 
So  forth  (be  goes,  truding  of  all  this  wealth, 
Wtd)  her  fifter  her  part  fo  for  to  (hape. 
That  if  (he  might  there  kepe  herfclf  in  healthy 
To  live  a  lady  whil^  her  life  doth  lad. 
And  to  the  dore  now  is  (he  come  by  dealth. 
And  with  her  foote  anone  (he  fcrapes  full  faft, 
Th*  other  for  feare  durft  not  well  (carce  appears 
Of  every  noife  fo  was  the  wretch  agaft 
At  lad,  die  adced  foftly  who  was  there. 
And  in  her  language  as  u  cU  as  (he  could, 
Pepe-(quod  tlic  other)  ti'^  I  am  here. 
Peace  (quod  the  towne  moufc)   why  fpeakcft 

thou  fo  loude. 
And  by  the  hand  (he  took  her  fayre  and  wdl. 
Welcome,  quod  (he,  my  fider  by  the  roode. 
She  feaded  her,  that  joy  it  was  to  tell. 
The  fayre  they  had,  they  drank  the  wyne  fo  dere« 
And  as  to  purpofe  now  and  then  it  fell 
She  chered  her,  with  how  ftder  what  cbere  \ 
Amid  this  jpy  befell  a  fory  clonce. 
That  welaway,  the  dranger  bought  fall  dere. 
The  fare  (he  had,  for  as  £e  lookte  a  (kunce. 
Under  a  dole  (he  fpicd  two  dcming  eyes 
In  a  rounde  heade  with  (harp  eare» :  In  France 
Was  never  moufe  fo  ferde.  Cor  the  oowyie 
Had  not  y(cne  fuch  a  bead  before. 
Yet  had  nature  taught  her  after  gtiyie 
To  know  her  foe,  and  dread  him  evermore  ; 
The  towne  moufe  fled,  (he  knew  whither  to  ^o^ 
The  other  had  no  (hift,  but  wonders  fore, 
Ferde  of  her  life,  at  home  (he  widit  her  tho*, 
And  to  do,  alas  Tas  (he  did  (kippe,  [wasfo. 

l*he  heaven  it  would^  lo !  and  eke  her  rhaawir. 
At  the  thrediolde  her  Icly  foote  did  trippe. 
And  ere  (he  Blight  recover  it  again. 
The  traytovic  cat  tmd  caught  hci:  by  dtc  iuppe^ 
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Ab^  made  iter  there  agatnft  her  will  remayoe, 
i'hat  had  forgot  her  poore  fuertie,  and  reft, 
ForfekiBg  welth,  wherein  (he  thought  to  raygne. 
Alas!  (my  Poynei)  how  men  do  fekc  the  btft,  . 
V%Jid  finde  the  worfe,  by  error  at  they  ftaye ; 
And  no  marrell,  when  fight  is  fo  opprefl. 
And  bllndcs  the  guyde,  anone  out  of  the  way 
Coeth  guyde,  and  all  in  feking  quiet  life. 

0  wretched' myndet !  there  it  no  golde  that  may, 
Graunt  that  you  feek,  no  warre,  no  peace,  no 

flrife. 
No,  no,  although  thy  head  were  hoopte  with  gold, 
berjeant  with  mace,  with  hawbert,  fword,  nor 

knife. 
Can  not  repuUe  the  care  that  folow  (honld, 
£che  kynde  of  lyfe  hath  with  him  hn  difeafe, 
Uve  in  delitet,  even  at  thy  loft  woulde. 
And  thou  ihalt  finde  when  luft  doth  moft  thee 

pleafe. 
It  yrketh  ftraight,  and  by  itfelf  doth  fade. 
A  fmall  thing  is  that,  that  may  thy  minde  appeafe : 
^one  of  you  all  there  u,  that  it  fo  madde 
To  fcke  for  grapet  on  bramblea,  or  on  briert, 
For  none  I  trow,  that  hath  a  witte  fo  badde 
To  fet  hit  hay  for  coniet  over  rivert, 
Nor  ye  fet  not  a  dragge  net  for  an  hare ; 
And  yet  the  thing  that  moft  is  your  defire, 
Yoo  do  ntiflike,  with  more  travell  and  care 
Make  plaine  thine  heart  that  it  be  not  knotted 
With  hope  or  dreade,  and  fee  thy  wiU  be  bare 
From  all  affedet,  whom  vyce  hath  never  fpotted ; 
1'byfelf  content  with  that  is  thee  affynde, 
And  ufe  it  well  that  it  to  thee  allotted  : 

1  hen  feke  no  more  out  of  thy  felf  to  fynde 
The  thing  that  thou  haft  fought  fo  long  before  ; 
For  thou  ihalt  feele  it  ftickiog  in  thy  mynde 
Made,  if  ye  lift  to  continue  your  fore, 

Xxt  prefent  pafte,  and  gape  on  time  to  come, 
And  depe  thy  felf  in  travell  more  and  more, 
HeDO*/orth  (my  Poynes)  this  fliall  be  all  and  fome, 
Thofe  wretched  foolet  (hall  have  nought  clt  of 

me : 
Bat,  to  the  great  God,  and  to  hit  dome. 
None  other  payne  pray  I  for  them  to  be, 
But  when  the  rage  doth  )e«dc  them  from  the  right; 
That  looking  backward  vertue  they  may  fee 
Sren  at  (he  it  fo  goodly,  fayre  and  bright ; 
And  whylft   they  dafpe  theyr  luftt  in  armes 

acroilie, 
Ormunt  them,  good  Lord,  at  thou  maift  of  thy 

might. 
7*0  freat  inward,  for  loiing  fucb  a  loik. 


Ofibt  courtten  life,  vrUt^n  to  John  Peyneu 

JArn  B  own,  John  Poynet,  fins  ye  delight  to  know 
The  caufet  why  that  homeward  I  n^e  draw. 
And  flee  the  preafe  of  courtet,  whf  refo  they  goCi 
Rather  then  to  live  thrall  under  the  awe 
Of  lordly  lookes,  wrapped  within  my  doke. 
To  will  and  luft  learning  to  fet  a  law 
It  is  not,  that  becaufe  I  ftorme  or  mocke 
^c  power  of  them  w|iom  fortune  here  hath  lent 


Charge  over  nt,  of  right  to  ftrike  the  ftroke ; 

But  true  it  it,  that  I  have  alwayt  ment 

Left  to  efteeme  them,  then  the  common  fort. 

Of  outward  thinges  that  judge  in  their  enteot : 

Without  regarde,  what  inward  doth  refort, 

I  graunt,  fome  time  of  glory  that  the  fyre. 

Doth  touch  my  heart,  me  lift  not  to  report« 

Blame  by  honour  and  honour  to  defyre. 

But  how  may  I  this  honour  now  attaine. 

That  cannot  dye  the  colour  bUcke  a  Iyer  f 

My  Poynes,  I  cannot  frame  my  tune  to  fayn* 

To  doke  the  truth,  for  praife  withottt  defert. 

Of  them  that  lift  all  vice  fgt  to  retayne» 

I  cannot  honour  them  that  fet  theyr  part 

With  Venus  and  Bacchus  all  thdr  life  long. 

Nor  hold  my  peace  of  them,  although  I  fmart, 

I  cannot  croudie  nor  knele  to  fuch  a  vrrooge. 

To  worihip  them  like  God  on  earth  alone, 

That  are  at  Wolves  thefe  fely  lambcs  among, 

I  cannot  with  my  woordes  complayne  and  mone. 

And  fufler  nought  nor  fmart  without  complaint. 

Nor  turne  the  word  that  from  my  mouth  it  gone« 

I  cannot  fpeak  and  looke  like  a  faint. 

Ufe  wylet  for  wit,  and  make  defceit  a  pleafore. 

Call  craft  counlaile,  for  lucre  ftill  to  paynt, 

I  can  not  wreft  the  law  to  fyll  the  coffer 

With  innocent  blood  to  feed  my  felf  fatte. 

And  do  moft  hurt  where  that  moft  helpe  I  offer« 

I  am  not  he  that  can  allow  the  ftate. 

Of  hye  Cxfer,  and  -damne  Cato  to  dye, 

That  with  hit  death  could  fci^  out  of  the  gate. 

From  Ccfer*t  hands,  if  Livy  doth  not  lye. 

And  would  not  live  where  liberty  was  loft. 

So  did  hit  heart  the  common  wealth  apply, 

I  am  not  he,  fuch  eloquence  to  boft. 

To  make  the  crow  in  fmging,  at  the  fwanne; 

Nor  call  the  Ijon  of  coward  beaftet  the  moft. 

That  cannot  take  a  monfe,  at  the  cat  can. 

And  he  that  dyeth  for  honger  of  the  golde. 

Call  him  Alexander,  and  fay  that  Pan 

Paifeth  Apollo  in  mufike  many  folde, 

Praife  Syr  Copat  for  a  noble  tale. 

And  fcorne  the  ftory  that  the  knight  tolde, 

Praife  him  for  counfell  that  it  dronke  of  ale. 

Grinne  when  he  laughea,  that  beareth  all  the  fway, 

Frowne  when  he  frownes,  and  grone  when  he  ia 

pale; 
On  others  luft,  to  hang  both  night  and  day. 
None  of  thefe  pointes  would  ever  frame  in  me. 
My  wit  it  nought,  I  can  not  learn  the  way. 
And  much  the  le&  of  thingt  that  greater  be. 
That  aflcen  helpe  of  colourt  to  devife. 
To  joyne  the  meane  with  eche  eztrenutie. 
With  nereft  vertue  ay  to  clokc  the  vyce. 
And  at  to  puipofe  likewife  it  (hall  fall, 
To  prefle  the  vertue  that  it  may  not  ryfe. 
At  dronkenneft  good  felowihip  to  caU, 
The  frendly  foe  with  his  faire  double  face. 
Say  he  is  gentle,  and  curties  therewithal!, 
Affirme  that  favill  hath  a  goodly  grace. 
In  eloquence,  and  cruelty  to  name, 
2>ale  of  juftice,  and  change  in  time  and  place, 
And  he  that  fufTereth  offence  without  blame. 
Call  him  pitiefull,  and  him  true  and  playne. 
That  rayleth  rcchlt^fs  vAto  eche  mam  ihamO| 


^j^  THB   WaUKS 

iBay  lie  is  rode,  that  cannot  lye  and  iftyiie. 

The  lecher  a  lovcx  and  tyranny 

To  be  right  of  a  princes  raiguct 

f  cannot,  I,  no,  no,  it  will  not  be. 

This  is  the  caufe  that  1  could  never  yet 

Hang  on  their  fleves  the  weigh  (^s  thow  matfi  (ee) 

A  chippe  of  chaunce,  more  then  a  pound  of  wit ; 

This  makes  me  at  home  to  hunt  and  hawke. 

And  in  foul  weather  at  my  book  to  fit ; 

In  froft  and  fnow«  then  with  my  bowe  ftaike ; 

No  man  doth  marke  whereib  1  ryde  or  goe ; 

In  lufty  leas  at  libertie  I  walke. 

And  of  theie  newcs  I  fele  no  weale  no  woe. 

Save  that  a  clogge  doth  hang  yett  at  my  hele; 

No  forqe  for  that,  for  that  is  ordred  fo, 

That  I  may  leape  both  hedge  and  dyke  full  wc;^, 

I  am  not  now  in  France  to  fudge  the  wyne, 

With  favery  fauce  thofe  delicates  to  feel, 

Mor  yet  in  Spayne,  where  one  muft  him  incline, 

Rather  then  to  be,  outwardly  to  feme, 

I  meddle  not  with  wittes  that  be  fo  fyne, 

Kor  Flanders  chere  lettes  not  my  light  to  denxe, 

Of  black  and  white  nor  uket  my  wittes  away. 

With  beaftlinefs,  fnch  doc  thofe  beafics  efteme. 

Nor  I  am  not,  where  truth  is  geven.in  pray 

For  money,  pryfon,  and  treafon,  of  fome 

A  common  pradice  ufed  night  and  daye ; 

But  1  am  here  in  Kent  and  Chriftendome, 

Among  the  mufes,  where  I  reade  and  ryrae. 

Where  if  thou  lift,  mine  own  John  Poynes  to  come, 

Thou  fhadt  be  judge,  how  I  do  fpcnde  my  tyme« 


Hoxo  to  ufe  tie  court  and  timftlf  therin^  tvritttn  to  Syr 
Frauncet  Bryan* 

A  SPENDING  hcnd  thatalway  powrcth  out. 
Had  nede  to  have  a  bringer  in  as  faft. 
And  on  the  ftone  that  ftiU  doth  tnme  about. 
There  groweth  no  moiTe ;  Thefe  proverbes  yet 

doelaft. 
Reafon  hath  fet  them  in  fo  fure  a  place. 
That  length  of  ycres  their  force  can  never  wade  : 
When  I  remember  this,  and  eke  the  cafe 
Wherein  fhou  ftandft,  I  thoup^ht  forthwith  to  write 
(Bryan)  to  thee,  who  knowes  how  great  a  grace, 
In  writing  is  to  counCayle  man  the  right ; 
To  thee,  therefore,  that  trottc*  ftyll  up  and  downe, 
And  never  reds  but  running  day  and  night, 
From  realme  to  realme,  from  citie,  lUete,  and 

towne ; 
Why  doeft  thou  wearc'tl^y  body  to  the  bones. 
And  mighteft  at  home  flepe  i^  thy  bedde  of  downe. 
And  drinke  good  ale  fo  nappy  for  the  nones, 
Fedc  thyfclf  fatte  and  heape  up  pounde  by  pound, 
i^ykeft  thou   not  this  ?  no,  why  \  lot  fwine  fo 

groines 
In  ftye,  and  chaw  dung  moulded  on  the  ground, 
And  drivel  on  pearles,  with  head  dill  in  the  man- 

So  of  the  harpe  the  afle  doth  heare  the  found. 
So  ftckes  of  dort  be  filde.    The  neat  courtier 
;>o  ferves  for  lefTe,  then  do  thefe  fatted  fwine, 
Thouffh  I  feme  kanc  and  dr^c  withooc  a  moideri 


OF   WYAT. 

Yet  will  I  fenre  my  prince,  my  lord,  and  thgrMt 
And  let  them  live  to  fede  the  pacnch  that  M, 
So  may  I  live  to  fede  both  me  and  myne. 
By  God  well  iayd.  But  what  and  if  thou  wid 
How  to  bring  in,  as  fad  as  thon  doed  fpende 
That  would  I  learne,  and  it  dull  not  be  mid 
To  tell  the  how.    Now  harke  what  I  intende 
Thon  knowed  well  fir^  who  fo  can  feke  to  pieafc, 
Shal  purchafe  frendes,  where  tuouth  ihall  but  ol- 

fende.. 
Flee  therefore  truth,  it  is  both  welch  and  eaie, 
For  though  that  trouth  of  every  man  hath  praifc. 
Full  neare  that  wynde  goth  trouth  in  great  milieak^ 
Ufe  venue,  as  it  goeth  now  a  dayes. 
In  woord  ^G;ne  to  ma^  thy  language  fwete. 
And  of  thye  dede,  yet  doe  pot  as  thou  fayes. 
Els  be  thou  fure,  thoo  dialt  he  farre  unmete, 
Tp^tthy  |K-ead,^che  thM^K  »  now  ib  fluor, 
Seke  dill  thy  profit  upon  thy  bare  fete, 
Lend  in  ^  wile  for  fear  ,th^t  thon  do  want ; 
Unlefs  \t  be,  as  to  a  calfe  a  che^e. 
But  if  thou  can  be  fure  to  win  a  cant 
Of  half  at  lead,  it  is  not  ^d  to  leefe. 
Learne  at  ^heladde,  that  in  a  long  white  cote. 
From  und^  tne  dall  withouten  landes  or  fee. 
Hath  Icpt  into  the  dioppe,  who  knowes  by  rote. 
This  rule  th^t  \  have  toldc  thee  here  before. 
Sometime  alfo  riche  age  begymien  to  dou, 
Se  thou  when  there  thy  gayne  may  be  the  more, 
Suy  him  by  the  arme  whe^e  io  he  walk  or  goe. 
Be  nere  alway,  and  if  he  coogh  to  fore. 
What  he  hath  jjpyt  treade  ont,  and  pleafe  him  lb 
A  diligent  knave-  that  pykes  his  maidcrs  purfe 
May  pleafe  him  fo,  that  he  withouten  mo, 
Bxecutour  is,  and  what  is  he  the  worfe. 
But  if  fo  chance,  thou  get  novght  of  the  man, 
The  widow  may  for  all  thy  paync  diHiurfe 
A  riveled  flcinne,  a  dinkiifg  bzcath,  what  than  \ 
A  toothelede  mouth  fliall  doe  thy  Kppes  no  harma; 
The  gold  is  good,  and  though  die  curfe  or  bannc, 
Yet  where  thee  lid,  thou  mayd  lye  good  an^ 

warme ; 
Let  the  old  mule  byte  upon  the  Vvfllc, 
Whild  there  do  lye  a  fwetcr  in  thine  arme. 
In  this  alfo  fee  that  thon  be  not  ydle. 
Thy  ncce,thy  colin,  fidcr,  or  thy  daughter. 
If  (he  be  fayre,  if  hanfome  be  her  middle. 
If  thy  better  hath  her  love  bcfooght  her, 
Avaunce  his  caufe  and  he  diaO  hape  thy  nedc 
It  is  but  love,  tume  thou  it  to  a  laughter. 
But  ware  I  fay,  fo  gold  the  helpe  and  fpede. 
That  in  this  cafe  thou  be  not  fo  unwyfe. 
As  pander  was  in  fuch  a  lyke  dede. 
For  he  the  foole  of  confcicnce  was  fo  nycc. 
That  he  no  gayne  would  have  for  all  his  payne ; 
Be  next  thy  (elfe,  for  frienddup  bears  no  pryce. 
Laoghed  thou  At  me  \  why,  do  I  fpeak  in  vayne  \ 
No,  not  at  thee,  but  at  thy  thrydy  ]ed ; 
Woulded  thou,  I  dioulde  for  any  lode  oi  gayne 
Change  that  for  golde  that  I  have  tane  for  bed  ? 
Next  rodly  thinges,  to  have  an  honed  name. 
Should  I  leave  that  then  take  me  for  a  bead. 
Nay  then  (arewel,  ane  if  thou  care  for  diamc 
Content  the  with  honed  povertie. 
With  (rec  tong,  what  thee  midykcs,  to  blame 
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And  for  thy  tronth  fome  time  adveriitie, 
And  tberewithaU  this  gyft  1  (hall  thee  give^ 
In  this  world  nciw  little  profperitie. 
And  quoyoe  to  kepe,  at  water  in  a  fire. 


Tbefing  ofj9pai  umfimiflxd, 

WfliU  Dido  feafied*farft  the  wlMidriag  Trojan 

knight. 
Whom  Tunot  wrath  with  (lormet  did  force  in  Li- 

'    bik  fands  to  light. 
That  mighty  Atlas  taught  the  fupper  lading  long. 
With  crifped  lockes,  in  golden  harpe  Jopas  fang 
in  (bng :  [and  name. 

That  £une  (qaod  he)  that  we  the  world  do  call 
Of  heaven  and  earth  with  all  contentes,  it  it  the 

▼cry  frame : 
Of  thus,  of  heavenly  powers  by  more  powre 

kept  in  one, 
^pognant  kindet,  in  middet  of  whom  the  earth 
hath  place  alone.  [and  nourfe, 

Firme,  rounde,  of  living  things  the  mother,  place 
Without  the  which  in  cgaU  weight  this  hnven 
doth  holci  his  couiie.  [ven, 

And  it  is  calde  by  name, the  firft  and  moving  hea- 
The  firmament  it  placed  next,  containg  other  feven. 
Of  heavenly  powers  that  (aoie  it  planted  fall  and 

thicke. 
As  fhining  ligktt,  which  we  call  fiarres,  that  there- 
in cleave  and  (Ucke, 
With  great  fwift  fway  the  fyril,  and  with  his  rdl- 
lels  fours,  [nual  court. 

Carieth  itielf,  and  all  thofe  eyght  in  even  conti- 
And  of  this  world  fo  round  within  that  rolling  caCe, 
Two  |>ointt  there  be  that  never  move,  but  firmly 

kepe  their  place. 
The  tone  we  fee  alway,  the  tother  ftands  obje^, 
Againft  the  (ame  divyding  juft,  the  ground  by  line 
dire^  [th*  other. 

Which  by  ymagination,  drawne  from  the  one  to 
Toucheth  the  centre  pf  the  earth,  for  way  there  is 
non6  other,  [not  bright, 

And  thefe  becalde  the  poles,  defcride  by  fburres 
Artike  the  one  northward  we  fee,  Autarcike  tho- 

ther  bight 
The  lyne,  that  we  deyfc  from  thone  to  thother  fo. 
At  axell  is,  upon  which  the  heavens  about  do  go. 
Which  of  water  nor  earth,  of  ayre  nor  fyre  have 

kinde ; 
Therefore  the  fubftance  of  thofe  fame  were  hard 

for  man  to  find ; 
But  they  been  u'ucorupt,  fimple  and  pore  unmixt ; 
And  fo  we  (ay  been  iX  thofe  (larrcs,  that  in  the 

fiune  be  fixt ; 
And  eke  thofe  erring  feven,  in  c>Tcle  asthey  firay, 
So  calde,  becaiife  againft  that  fyrft  they  have  re- 
pugnant way, 
And  (mailer  by  ways  too,  fcant  fenfible  to  man. 
To  bufy  woorke  for  my  poor  harpe,  let  fing  then 

he  that  can. 
The  wydeft  fave  the  fyrft  of  all  thefe  nyne  above. 
One  hondred  yere  doth  aikc  of  fpa^e  for  one  de- 
gree to  move : 
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Of  Vrhich  decreet  we  make  in  the  fyrft  moving 

heaven, 
Three  hundred  and  threefcore  in  partes,  }uftly 

divided  even ; 
And  yet  there  is  another  betw;een  thofe  heavens 
two,  [for  now. 

Whofe  moving  is  fo  flye  fo  ilacke,  I  name  it  not 
The  fcventh  heavei;,  or  the  (hell  next  to  the  ftarry 
(kye,  [foflie. 

All  thofe  degrees  that  gathered  up  with  aged  pace. 
And  doth  perfourme  the  (ame,  as  ciders  count 

hath  bene. 
In  nine  and  twenty  yeres  complete,  and  days  al- 

moft  (ixteen. 
Do  carye  in  his  bought  the  ftarre  of  Satume  olde, 
A  threatner  of  all  living  things  with  drought,  and 
with  his  cold,  [pafe. 

The  fixit  whom  this  contein8,doth  ftalke  with  y  onger 
And  in  twelve  yere  doth  fome  what  more  then 
thothers  vyage  was,  [nigne. 

And  thys  in  it  doth  beare  the  ftarrtf  of  Jove  be- 
Twene  Saturnes  malice,  and  us  men,  firiendly  de- 
fending (igne ;  [dayes. 
The  fifth  bcares  bloudy  Mars^that  in  three  hundred  * 
And  twife  eleven  with  one  fuU  yere  hath  fim(h*t 
all  thofe  wayes.  [fii^ 
A  yere  doth  a(ke  the  fourth,  and  howers  therto     . 
And  in  the  fame  the  dayes  eye,  the  fune  therein 
he  (Hckes :  [me. 
The  thyrd  that  governde  is  by  that,  that  governs 
And  love  for  Icve,  and  for  no  love  provokes,  av 
oft  we  fee.                                [the  tother. 
In  like  fpace  doth  perfourme  that  courfe,  that  dyd 
So  doth  the  next,  the  next  unto  the  iame,  that 

fecond  is  in  order. 
But  it  doth  beare  the  (brre,  that  calde  b  Merctny, 
That  many  a  crafty  fecret  fteppe  doth  tread,  as 
Calcars  trye,  [gone 

That  (kye  is  laft,  and  fixt  next  us  thofe  wayes  hach 
In  fcven  and  twenty  common  days,  and  eke  the 
third  one ;  [about* 

And  bearcth  with  hi«>  fway  the  dyvers  mooae 
Now  bright,  noW  brown,  now  bent,  now  full,  and 

now  her  tight  is  out : 
Thus  have  they  of  their  owne  two  movinges  all 

thefe  f^vcn. 
One,  wherein  they  be  carried  (lill,  eche  in  hit 
fevcral  heaven :  •  [Is^jde 

Another  q(  tliemfelves,  where   theyr  bodies  be 
In  by  waies,  and  in  IciTer  rou:idrs,a»  I  afore  have 
fay  de,  [the  ftreight. 

Save  of  them  all  the  funne  doth  ftray  leaft  from 
The  flarry  (kye  hath  but  one  courfe,  that  we  have 

calde  the  eighr. 
And  all  thefe  movinges  eyght  are  ment  Irom  weft 
tocaft,  [eaft  to  weft; 

Although, they  feeme  to  dyme  aloft,  I  (ay  from 
But  that  is  but  by  force  of  theyr  firft  moving  (kye. 
In  twife  twelve  howres  from  eaft  to  eaft  that  car* 

rieth  them  by  and  by. 

But  marke  me  well  aifo,  the  moving  of  thefe 

feven,  [heaven ; 

Be  not  about  the  axletree  of  the  fyrft  moving 

For  they  have  theyr  two  polc%  dircdly  toiie  tQ 

the  tother. 
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^  A  pr^fe  tf  hit  Udh* 

Okyb  place  yon  laulie*  ind  be  gone, 
Boaft  not  your  felvct  at  all, 
For  here  at  hande  approcheth  ooe, 
'  Whole  face  will  llayne  you  alL 

The  vertue  of  her  lively  looket 
Bxcelt  the  prectout  done, 
I  wiihe  to  have  none  other  bool^et 
To  reade  or  look  upon. 

In  e^e  of  her  two  chriftal  eyes, 
Smyleth  a  naked  boy ; 
It  would  yon  all  in  heart  fuffife 
To  fee  that  lampe  of  joye. 

I  think  nature  hath  loft  the  moulde^ 
Where  flie  her  (kape  did  take ; 
Or  elfe  I  donbte  if  liature  coulde 
80  fayre  a  creature  make. 

She  may  be  well  comparde 
Unto  the  Phenix  kinde, 
Whofe  like  was  never  feene  nor  heard^ 
l^at  any  man  can  fynde. 

In  lyfc  flie  it  Diana  chad 
In  trouth  Penelopey, 
In  woord  and  eke  in  dede  fted^ ; 
What  will  you  more  we  fay: 

^f  all  the  world  were  fought  fo  farre^ 
Who  could  fiode  fnch  a  wight, 
Her  beauty  twinkleth  lyke  a  ftarre 
Within  the  froily  night. 

Her  rofeaU  coulonr  comet  and  goes. 
With  fuch  a  comely  grace, 
More  ruddier  too,  thed  doth  the  rofe. 
Within  her  lively  face. 

At  Bacchus  feaft  none  (hall  her  metCi 
Me  at  no  wanton  pUye, 
Nor  gating  in  an  open  (bete, 
Kor  gadding  at  aftray. 

The  modeft  myrth  that  flie  doth  ufe,' 
It  milt  with  (bamefaftne0<:, 
A\\  vyce  (he  doth  wholy  refufc, 
And  hateth  ydlcncfic.         - 

O  lord  it  it  a  world  to  ice. 
How  venue  can  rcpayrc, 
$ 


And  decke  in  her  fuch  modeiHe^ 
Whome  nature  made  fo  ftyre. 

Tmely  (be  ddth  as  farre  ezcede^ 
Our  women  now  adayes, 
As  doth  the  jeliflonre,  a  wede» 
And  more  a  thonfand  wayes 

How  might  I  doe  to  get  a  grmffe 
Of  this  unfpotted  tree : 
For  all  the  reft  are  plaync  but  chafls 
Which  feme  good  come  to  bee. 

Thit  gyft  alone  I  (hall  her  geve« 
When  death  doth  what  he  can. 
Her  honeft  fame  (hall  ever  live^ 
MTithio  the  mouth  of  1 


They  rfAe  wtnme  ^a(t  art  bs^pki* 

\f  right  be  ra^  and  overronne, 
And  power  take  part  with  open  wronger 
If  feare  by  force  do  yeld  to  fooe. 
The  lacke  is  like  to  bft  to  Jong. 

If  God  for  goodet  (hal  be  unplaced. 
If  right  for  riches  iofes  hys  (hape. 
If  world  for  wifedome  be  embraced. 
The  gede  is  great  much  hurt  m|iy  hap. 

Among  good  things  X  prove  and  finde^ 
The  quiet  lyfe  doth  msA  abound. 
And  fure  to  the  contented  mynde 
There  is  no  riches  may  be  founde. 

For  riches  hates  to  be  cootent. 
Rule  u  enemy  to  quietneffe. 
Power  is  mo(l  part  impadent. 
And  feldome  Ivket  to  live  in  peace. 
I  heard  a  heardman  once  compare. 
That  quiet  nights  he  had  mo  flept 
And  had  mo  merydayes  to  fpare, 
Then  he  which  ought  the  bead  he  kept* 

I  would  not  have  it  thought  hereby. 
The  dolphin  fwimme  1  mean  to  teach^ 
Nor  yet  to  learae  the  fawlcon  ftye 
1  rowe  not  fo  fiure  paft  my  rcacbe. 
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^  at  my  part  abow  the  reft. 
It  well  to  wilh  and  well  to  will, 
80  tjU  my  breath  ihall  Ityle  my  breft) 
I  will  not  ceafe  to  wiih  you  ftill. 


Ufm  comfiJermthn  9/  iht  fiat*  •/  this  Rfi  he  wifieJ 


ad. 


Tat  longer  life  the  more  offence 
The  more  offence  the  greater  paine. 
The  greater  paine  the  leffe  defence. 
The  IdTe  defence  the  lefier  gaine : 
The  loft  of  gaine  long  yll  doth  trye, 
1¥herefore  come  death  and  let  me  dye. 

The  (horter  life,  leUe  count  I  finde. 
The  left  accoont  the  fooner  made. 
The  account  foon  made,  the  merier  mind. 
The  merier  mynd  doth  thought  rrade  ; 
Short  life  in  tmth  thi«  thing  doth  trye. 
Wherefore  come  death  and  let  me  dye. 

Com  gentle  death,  the  ebbe  of  care. 
The  ebbe  of  care,  the  flood  of  life, 
The  flood  of  life,  the  joyfnl  fare. 
The  joyful  fare,  the  end  of  ftrife. 
The  end  of  ftrife,  that  thing  wifli  I. 
Wherefore  come  (Ipath^nd  kt  me  dye. 


7b«  Uver  that  oku  Hfdaintd  /ovr,  i»  now  iicomt  fitb* 
J€&  Being  iaiigbt  in  hufmare. 

To  thtt  my  fong  giTe  eare  who  lift 
And  mine  entent  judge  as  ye  will. 
The  time  it  come  that  I  have  mift 
The  thing  whereon  I  hoped  (lyll. 
And  from  the  loppe  of  all  my  inift 
Myihap  hath  throwen  me  in  the  duft. 

The  time  hath  been  and  that  of  late. 
My  hart  and  I  might  leap  at  large; 
And  wat  not  (hut  within  the  gate 
Of  loTeVdelJie,oor  took  no  charge 
Of  any  thing  that  did  peruine. 
At  touching  love  in  any  paine. 

My  thought  wa«  free  my  hart  vras  lyght 
I  marked  not  who  loft,  who  faught, 
I  plaide  by  day,  I  flept  by  night, 
I  forced  not,  who  wept,  who  laught, 
My  thought  from  all  fuch  things  was  free, 
And  I  my  felf  at  libenie. 

I  toke  no  hede  to  taontes  nor  toys 
At  Icef  to  (ee  them  (rowne  as  fmyle, 
Where  fortune  laught  1  fconide  their  joyea 
I  found  their  fraudetand  every  wyle, 
And  to  my  fclf  oft  tymes  I  fmylcd. 
To^ce  how  love  had  them  begiled. 

Thus  in  the  net  of  my  conceit, 
I  malked  &ill  among  the  ibrt 
Of  fuch  as  fed  upon  the  bayte 
That  Cupidc  laidc  for  his  difport. 
And  ever  as  I  faw  th?m  catjght 
i  them  beheld  and  cfaercat  hutghc 


*  rilVat  the  length  when  Copide  fyted 
My  fcorneful  wyll  and  fpiteful  ufe. 
And  how  I  paft  not  who  was  tyed 
So  that  my  felf  myght  ftill  live  lofe, 
He  Tet  hinkietf  to  lye  In  waite 
And  in  my  waj  he  threw  a  baite. 

Such  one  at  nature  never  made 
I  dare  well  fay  fave  flie  alone. 
Such  one  (he  vras'as  would  invade 
A  hart  more  hard  then  marble  (kone. 
Such  one  (he  is,  1  know  it  right. 
Her  nature  made  to  (hew  her  nightt 

Then  as  a  man  in  a  mafe     ' 
When  ufe  of  reafon  is  away. 
So  I  began  to  ftare  and  ga£t 
And  fodeinly,  without  delay 
Or  ever  1  had  tha  wit  to  loke 
1  fwallowed  up  both  bait  and  hooke. 

Which  daily  grieves  me  more  and  mofo 
By  fundry  fortes  of  careful  wo. 
And  none  alive  may  fahe  the  Ibre 
But  only  flie  that  hurt  me  fo. 
In  whom  my  lyfe  dothenow  coofift 
To  fave  or  (lay  me  at  Ak  lyft. 

But  feeyng  now  that  I  am  caught 
And  bonnde  fo  fall  1  cannot  flee. 
Be  ye  by  myne  enfample  taught 
That  in  your  fanflet  fele  yon  free 
Dcfpyfe  not  them  that  lovers  are 
Left  you  be  caught  within  hit  fnare» 


HarpsJmt  compUlnt  0/  PhilHades  Uvi  Itfhtotfmi  C^. 
rin^  yvbo  loved  ber  not,  and  detiied  iim  tbat  loved 
ber, 

PniLiinA  wat  a  hjrt  mayde 

At  frefh  as  any  flowre 

Whom  Harpadus  the  heardman  pfayde 

To  be  his  paramour. 

Harpalus  and  eke  Corin 
Were  herdmen  both  yfcre  t 
And  Phillida  could  twift  andfpinne, 
And  thereto  fing  full  clere 

But  Phillida  was  all  to  coy 
For  Harpalus  to  winne, 
For  Corin  was  her  only  joy 
Who  forft  her  not  a  pinne. 

How  often  would  flie  flowers  twine, 
How  often  garlandes  make 
Of  couflips  and  of  columbine. 
And  all  for  Corins  fake. 

But  Corin  he  had  hawkes  to  Inre 
And  forced  more  the  field. 
Of  lovers  law  be  took  no  cure 
For  once  he  was  bcgylde. 

If  Harpalus  prevayled  mought. 
His  labour  all  was  loft, 
For  he  was  fartheft  from  her  thought. 
And  yet  he  loved  her  moft. 

Therefore  wazt  he  both  pale  aad  leantf 
And  drye  as  clod  of  clay, 
His  flcfh  it  was  confumeJ  cicane, 
His  colour  gone  away. 


f^it  htM  it  hftd  hot  long  be  fluTe, 
^ift  heire  hong  til  unkempt, 
A  man  moft  fit  cirea  for  the  gnve 
"Whom  fpitef«U  love  had  fpent. 

Hit  eye*  were  read,  and  aU  forewatched, 
His  face  belprent  with  tearet,- 
It  femde  nnhap  had  him  bng  hatched; 
Id  middes  of  hp  dilpayret. 

Hit  cloatht  were  black  and  aUb  bare. 
As  one  fbrtocne  waa  he. 
Upon  hbhead  he  alwatet  ware 
A  wreathe  of  wHkwe  tree. 

Hit  bi^et  he  kept  upon  a  hill. 
And heiate  in  the  dale, 
And  that  with  fight  and  (brrowt  flirill 
He  gan  to  tell  hit  tale. 

A  Harpalnt  (thut  would  ht  (ay) 
Unhappieit  und^  fbna, 
The  cake  of  thine  unhappy  day 
By  love  wat  fyrft  begunne. 

For  thou  wentft  firftby  Ibte  to  fedtff 
A  tygre  to  mak^  tame. 
That  Hettca  notby  thy  kyre  a  leeke 
But  makes  thy  griefe  Ikr  game. 

At  eafy  it  were  ipr  to  convert 
The  froft  into  the  fiiune. 
At  for  to  tnme  a  firoward  hart, 
.  Whom  thou  lb  feign  wouldeft  frame.' 

Corin  he  Uveth  careletfe. 
He  leapet  among  the  leavet. 
He  eatet  the  finutet  of  thy  redrefle. 
Thou  reapet,  he  taket  the  (heavet. 

My  beaftet  awhile  your  foode  refiraine. 
And  harke  your  heardfman*t  fouode ; 
Whonle  fpightful  love  alat !  hath  fiaync, 
Tfirou^h  gyrt  with  many  a  wounde. 

0  happly  be  ye  beaftet  wild, 
That  here  your  pafturet  taket ; 
I  fee  that  ye  be  not  begylde, 
Of  thele  your  lakhful  mates. 

The  hart  he  fcedeth  Sy  tlie  hinde. 
The  buck  hard  by  the  do  ; 
The  turtle  dore  it  not  unkinde. 
To  hhn  that  loTet  her  fo. 

The  ewe  flie  hath  by  her  the  ramme. 
The  young  cow  hath  the  bull; 
The  calfe  with  many  a  lufty  lambe, 
Dioe  feed  their  hunger  full. 

But  wen  away  that  nature  wrought 
Thee  Phillida  foe  hart ; 
For  I  may  lay  that  I  have  bought 
Thy  beauty  all  to  deare. 

What  reafon  it  that  cmelrie, 
IXnth  beauty  flkould  have  part : 
Or  eUe  that  foch  great  tyranny. 
Should  dwell  in  woman's  hart. 

1  fee  therefore  to  (bappe  my  death 
She  cruelly  is  preft. 

To  th*  ende  that  I  may  want  my  breath. 
My  dayt  been  at  the  bed. 

O  Cupide,  graunc  thit  my  requefr, 
And  do  not  (loppe  thine  earei; 
That  (he  may  feci  within  her  brcft. 
The  payncs  of  my  defpayrct. 

Of  Corin  that  is  carckiT^ 
Th4t  ihe  may  crave  her  fee, 
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At  I  have  done  in  great  diAretfe 
That  loved  her  fiuthfoUy. 

But  fince  that  I  ihall  dye  her  flave» 
Her  Have  and  dte  her  thrall; 
Write  yon  my  friendes  upon  my  grave, 
Thb  channce  that  it  befall. 
,   Here  lyeth  unhappy  Harpalus, 
By^crueU  love  now  llaine ; 
Whom  niaiidaitajuftiy  thus; 
Hath  mnrdred  with  dildaine. 


;  BewAiLB  wki  me  all  ye  that  haveprofeft 
^  Of  muficke  th'  arte,  by  touch  of  cokrdc  or  wind, 
\  Lav  down  your  lutes  as^  lee  your  gy ttcms  rdk 
'  Philips  is  dead  whole  like  you  cannot  fyodc. 
Of  muficke  much  exceeding  aU  the  reft ; 
Mofes  therefore  of  force  now  mud  ye  vrrcft 
Your  plea£Mit  notes  into  another  Ibonde, 
The  firing  is  broke,  the  lute  is  difpoflieft. 
The  hande  is  colde,the  body  in  the  ground,  ' 
The  lowring  luce  lamenteth  now  therfore. 
Philips  her  vende,  that  can  her  touche  no  more. 


Tbdt  att  tUtlgtfimetimt  fmit  etfi  rf  Ayr  paynt^Jine 
ttly  tbtU^tr, 

I  SIC  there  is  no  fort 
Of  things  that  live  in  griefe. 
Which  at  fometime  may  not  tfSiatt 
Whereas  thoy  have  teliefe. 

The  ftricken  drre  by  kinde 
Of  death  that  ftands  in  awe. 
For  his  recure  an  herb  can  fynde. 
The  arrowe  tp  withdrawe. 

The  chafed  dere  hath  foyle,' 
To  coole  him  in  bin  heate  ; 
The  afl*c  after  his  wery  toyle,- 
In  liable  is  up  let. 

The  cony  hath  his  cave. 
The  little  byrd  his  ncft. 
From  heate  and  colde  themfelvet  to  £ste. 
At  aU  times  as  they  lift 

The  owle  with  feble  fight. 
Lyes  lurking  in  the  leaves. 
The  fparrow  in  the  frofiy  night 
May  Ihroude  her  in  the  caves. 
But  wo  to  me,  alas. 
In  funne  nor  yet  in  ihade,< 
I  cannot  find  a  refiing  pbdl. 
My  burden  to  unhide. 
But  day  by  day  fiill  beares 
The  burden  on  my  backc. 
With  weeping  eyen  and  watry  teases^ 
To  holde  my  hope  aback. 

All  things  I  fee  have  place. 
Wherein  they  bowe  or  bende. 
Save  this,  alas,  my  woful  cafe, 
Whldi  no  where  fyndcth  ende. 
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V  mffsuii  rf&Me  t^  iitfifi  nobere  thi  itvfrs  hart 
Uy  ipwrfcrf,  •Wiyw  h€  toci  taJUm* 

^■EN  Cnpidc  (ctled  ffrft  the  fort, 
lieretn  my  heart  lay  woanded  fore, 
be  h^try  was  of  fudi  a  fort 
bat  I  miift  yelde  or  dye  therefore. 
There  law  I  loTeiupon  the  wall, 
low  he  his  baimer  dyd  dyfplay, 
larme,  alarme,  he  *ga]i  to  call, 
ad  bade  hit  fouldioars  kepe  aray. 
The  armet  the  wiich  that  Cupide  hare, 
^ere  pearccd  he^rtet  with  tcan  beljprcot, 
I  fiiver  and  fahle  to  declare 
he  fted£ail  love  he  always  meat. 
Thete  myght  you  fe«  his  hand  all  drefti 
I  colours  like  to  whyte  and  blacke. 
Tith  powder  and  with  pellets  prei, 
'o  bring  the  forte,  to  ifojle  and  (acke* 
Good  while  the  mailler  of  the  (hot, 
toode  in  the  rampyre  hrave  and  proude, 
or  (pence  of  powder  he  fpared  not, 
kiTaake,  a&tute,  to  cry  aloude. 
There  myght  you  hcutfe  the  cannons  rore^ 
'^e  piece  dyfcharged  a  knrer's  looke, 
^ch  had  the  power  to  rent,  and  tore 
0  any  place  whereas  they  tooke. 
And  even  with  the  trumpsu  ibwne, 
Phe  fcaling  ladders  were  up  let, 
lad  beauty  walked  up  and  downe, 
(Vith  bow  in  hand  and  arrowcs  whet. 

Then  fyrft  defyre  began  to  Ccale 
%nd  flirowed  fatni  under  his  targe, 
\s  one  the  worchieft  of  them  all, 
iod  apteft  for  to  give  the  charge. 

Then  puihed  ibuldiours  with  theyr  pykct^ 
^od  bolbarders  with  handy  firokes, 
rhe  hargahuihe  in  fleOie  it  lightes,  ^ 

^nd  dims  the  ayire  with  mifty  imokes. 

And  as  it  is  now  fouldiers  ufe, 
^hcn  (hot  and  powder  gins  to  want, 
'  hanged  up  my  flag  of  truce, 
And  pleaded  for  my  lyves  graunt. 

When  fancy  thus  had  nnule  her  breaches 
^d  beauty  entrcd  with  her  bande, 
^ith  bag  and  baggage  fely  wretch, 
'  ftlded  into  beauties  hand. 

Then  beauty  bdd  to  blow  retrete, 
And  cTcry  fouldiour  to  rctyre, 
And  tncrcy  mylde  with  fpcde  to  fct 
^  captive  bound  as  Drifooer. 

Madame  (quoth  I)  Uth  that  this  day 
Hath  fcrved  you  at  all  aifayes, 
'  yclde  to  you  without  delay. 
Here  of  the  fortrefle  all  the  kayci. 

And  fith  that  I  havt  been  the  marke, 
jj*  whom  you  ihot  at  with  your  eye, 
J[«dcs  mult  you  with  your  handy  warke, 
Or  ialf  c  my  fore,  or  let  me  dye. 


At  time  remiiret  for  my  hehoTti 
Methinksthey  urn  not  mete.  ^ 

My  Inftes  they  do  mc  Idive, 
My  fancies  all  are  ikd. 
And  traA  of  time  begynnct  lo  wcavo 
Gray  heaiet  upon  my  hed. 

For  age  witn  ilealing  ibppet 
Hath  dawde  m^  with  his  erouche. 
And  lufty  lyfe  away  ihe  kapet 
As  there  had  been  none  fuch. 

My  mufe  doth  not  delight 
Me  as  (he  dyd  before. 
My  hand  and  pen  are  not  in  plight, 
As  they  have  been  of  yorcw 

For  reafon  me  denyes 
This  youthly  ydle  rymc. 
And  day  by  day  to  me  cryei. 
Leave  of  thcfe  toyea  in  tyme. 

The  wrinkles  in  my  browc. 
The  furrows  in  my  bee. 
Say  lymphig  i^  will  lodge  hymnowt 
Where  youth  mud  geve  hun  place. 

The  harbinger  of  death. 
To  roe  !  fee  him  ride. 
The  cotigh,  the  cold,  the  gafping  breath 
Doth  byd  me  to  provyde. 

A  pickax  and  «  ^ade. 
And  eke  a  (hrowding  (hete, 
A  houfe  of  clay  for  to  be  made. 
For  fuch  a  geaft  moft  mete. 

Methinkes  I  hear  the  darke 
That  kn6les  the  carefuU  knell, 
And  byddes  me  leave  my  woful  warkti 
Ere  nature  mc  compell. 

My  kepers  knit  the  knot. 
That  youth  did  laugh  to  (komej^ 
Of  me  that  deane  mall  be  forgot. 
As  1  had  not  been  borne. 

Thus  muft  I  youth  geve  up, 
Whofe  badge  I  long  dyd  weare. 
To  them  t  yelde  the  Wanton  cup. 
That  better  may  it  beare. 

Lo,  here  the  bare  hed  (kutl. 
By  whofe  baldt  (Igne  I  know, 
rhat  ftouptng  age  away  fiiall  poll,    > 
Which  yoUthfdl  ycres  did  fowe. 

For  beauty  with  her  band 
Thcfe  croked  cares  hath  wtought. 
And  fliipped  me  into  the  land. 
From  whence  I  fyril  was  broughtt 

And  ye  that  byde  behinde. 
Have  ye  Done  other  tru(k 
As  ye  of  clay  were  Caib  by  kynd, 
Solhaliye  waftetoduft. 


^%  aged  lover  rentunceth  love, 

UoTut  that  I  dyd  lo^e, 

P  youth  that  I  thought  fwCU, 


Cftbe  death  of  Sir  Tbomas  JVyatthe  BUer. 

Lo,  dead !  he  lites,  that  whiUmie  lived  here. 
Among  the  dead,  that  quick  goes  on  the  ground* 
Though  he  be  dead,  yet  quick  he  doth  appearc 
By  lively  name,  that  death  cannot  confound, 
His  lyfe  for  ay  of  fame  the  trump  ihall  found, 
Though  he  be  dead,  yet  lives  he  here  alive. 
Thus  can  no  death  from  Wyat  life  daj^rive^ 
S  1 
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Ofame%D  married pi£etd  that  ptaiei fi^  w  l^t. 

A  BTVDIKVT,  at  hit  boke  fo  phft. 
That  welth  he  might  ba^e  wonne. 
From  boke  to  wife  did  fletc  in  haft, 
From  welth  to  wo  to  nmne, 
Now,  who  hath  plaid  a  feater  caft} 
Since  JQgling  firft  bcgonne  \ 
In  hut^mo  of  himfelf  iofaf^ 
Himfelf  he  hath  umJomh, 


The  lever  in  dejpare,  Utnemtetb  his  cafe. 
Adieu,  defert,  how  art  thon  fpent  ? 
Ah !  dropping  tears,  how  do  ye  wafh  I 
Ah  !  fcalding  ilghes,  how  be  jee  fpent. 
To  pricke  them  forth  that  will  not  faafte  ? 
Ah  f  pained  hart,  thou  gapft  for  grace. 
Even  then  where  pitie  hath  no  place. 

At  eafy  it  is  the  ftony  rocke 
From  place  to  place  for  to  remove. 
As  by  thy  plaint  for  to  provoke 
A  frozen  hart  from  hate  to  love : 
"What  ihould  I  fay  ?  Such  it  thy  lott. 
To  fawne  on  them  that  force  thee  not. 

Thus  mayft  thou  fafcly  fay  and  fweare, 
That  rigour  raigneth  and  ruth  doth  faile. 
In  thanklefTt:  thoughtt  my  thoughts  do  weare ; 
Thy  truth,  thy  faith  may  nought  availe ; 
For  thy  good  will,  why  ihould  thou  fo ; 
Still  graft  where  grace  it  will  not  grow. 

Alas !  poor  hart,  thus  haft  thou  fpent 
Thy  flowring  time,  thy  pleafant  yeres. 
With  fighing  voice  wepe  and  lament ; 
For  of  thy  hope  ,no  fruitc  apperes : 
Thy  true  meaning  is  paid  with  fcome, 
That  ever  foweth  and  reapeth  no  cornr. 

And  where  thou  feckeft  a  quiet  port, 
Thou  doft  but  weigh  againft  the  winde ; 
For  where  thou  gladdcft  wouldft  refort, 
1'here  is  no  place  for  thee  aiCnde  : 
M'by  deftiny  hath  fett  it  fo, 
1'hat  thy  irue  hart  fliould  caufe  thy  wo. 


Of  bis  mttifirejfe,  M.  B. 

In  bayea  I  boaft,  whofe  branche  I  bcare, 

Such  joy  therein  I  finde. 
That  to  the  death  I. (hall  it  weare. 

To  eaie  my  carelefle  minde. 
In  beat,  in  cold,  both  night  and  day, 
>   Her  virtue  may  be  fene, 
When  other  fruiu  and  flowers  decay. 

The  bay  yett  grows  full  green ; 
Her  beries  fede  the  birdes  full  oft ; 

Her  levet  fwete  water  make. 
Her  bowet  be  fet  in  every  loft 

For  their  fwete  favours  fake : 
The  birdet  do  ihroud  them  from  the  cold, 

In  her  we  daily  fee; 
And  men  made  arbert  as  they  would, 

Under  the  pleafant  tree. 


It  doth  me  good  when  I  rcpaire 

There,  at  thefe  bayes  do  grow. 
Where  oft  I  waUc  to  take  the  air. 

It  doth  delight  me  fo. 
But  lo  I  ftand,  as  I  were  damme, 

Her  beauty  for  to  blafe. 
Wherewith  my  fprites  be  overcome, 

So  long  thereon  I  gafe. 
At  laft  I  turne  unto  my  waike. 

In  paifing  to  and  fro. 
And  to  my  falfe  1  (mile  and  talk. 

And  then  away  I  go. 
Why  fmtleft  thou  f  fay  lookers  on. 

What  plcafure  haft  thou  found  ^ 
With  that  I  am  as  cold  as  ftone. 

And  ready  for  to  founde. 
Fie,  fie  for  (hame,  fayth  fanfie  thaa. 

Pluck  up  thy  fainted  hart. 
And  fpeak  thou  boldly  like  a  man. 

Shrink  not  for  little  finart. 
Whereat  I  blufli  and  change  my  chearc 

My  fenfes  wax  fo  weak, 

0  God,  thtok  I,  what  make  I  here. 
That  never  a  word  may  fpeake : 

1  dare  not  figh,Ieft-l  be  heard. 

My  lokes  I  flyly  caft. 
And  ftill  I  ftand,  as  out  were  fcard, 

Untill  my  ftormes  be  pafL 
Then  happy  hap  doth  me  revive. 

The  blood  comes  to  my  £ice ; 
A  merrier  man  is  not  alive. 

Then  I  am  in  that  cafe 
Thus  after  forow  fcke  I  reft  j 

When  fled  is  fancies  fitt : 
And  though  I  be  a  homely  gefi. 

Before  the  bays  I  fie ; 
Where  I  do  watch  till  leaves  do  fall : 

When  winde  the  tree  doth  fhake. 
Then,  though  my  branche  be  very  fnxall^ 

My  Icafe  away  I  take, 
And  then  I  go  and  clap  my  handet. 

My  heart  doth  leap  for  joy. 
Thefc  bayes  do  eafe  me  from  my  bands 

That  long  did  me  annoy ; 
For  when  I  do  behold  the  fame. 

Which  makes  fo  fair  a  (how, 
I  find  therein  my  maiftrefs  name. 

And  fee  her  virtues  grow. 


Apraift  e/MaiflreJIe  Jt, 

I  HEARD  when  fame  with  thundring  voice  did 

fummon  to  appear 
The  chief  cf  natore*s  children  all,  that  kind  hath 

placed  here. 
To  view  what  brute  by  virtue  got  their  lives  could 

juftly  crave ; 
And  bgd  them  ftieW  what  praife  by  troth  they 

worthy  were  to  have : 
Wherewith  I  law  how  Venus  came  and  put  her  idi 

in  place. 
And  gave  her  ladiet  leavt  at  large  to  ftand  aad 

plead  their  cafe : 
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fjxh  one  was  cabled  \}y  name  t  row,  in  that  aflem- 

bly  there. 
That  hence  are  gone  or  here  remains,  m  couft  or 

other  where  : 
A  folcm'n  filence  was  procIaim*d,  the  judges  fat 

and  heard 
What  truth  could  tell,  or  craft  could  fain,  and  who 

flioold  be  prefer'd  : 
Then  beauty  ilfept  before  the  bar,  whofcbredl  and 

peck  was  bare, 
With  hair  truft  up,  and  on  her  head  a  caul  of  gold 

(he  ware. 
Thus  Cupids  thralWs  began  the  flock,  wh<«it  hun- 
gry cy^  did  fay, 
Tllat  (he  had  (Uined  all  the  dames,  diat  prefent 

were  that  day. 
For  ere  (he  fpake  with  whifpering  words,    the 

praife  was  fild  throughout, 
And  fancy  forced  common  voice«  theteat  to  grre  a 

ihoot. 
l¥hich  cried  to  fame  take  forth  thy  trnoiip,  arid 

found  her  praife  on  hy,' 
That  glads  the  heart  of  every  wight,  that  her  be* 

holds  with  eye. 
What  fiir  and  rule  (quod  order  than)  do  thefe 

rude  people  make  I 
We  hold  her  beft  that  ihall  deferte  a  praife  for 

▼irtues  (ake^ 
This  fentence  was  no  (boner  faid.  Bat  beauty 

th^re^hh  blolht. 
The  lioife  did  eeafe,  the  hal  ttat  ittll  and  etery 

thing  was  hufht. 
Then  finefiefs  thought  by  training  talk  to  win 

that  beauty  loft. 
And  whet  her  tongue  with  jolly  words,  and  fpar- 

red  for  no  coft ; 
Yet  wantoneffe  codld  not  abide,  but  brc^  her 

ule  in  haft. 
And  peevUh  pride  for  peacodta  plumes  would 

needft  be  hieft  plaft. 
And  therewithal  came  curiou(heffe  and  carped  out 

of  frame. 
The  audience  laught  to  hear  the  ftrife,  as  tl^ey 

beheld  the  fame. 
Yet  reafon  foon  appeas'd  the  brute,  her  reverence 

made  and  done. 
She  pnrchafed  favour  for  to  fpeak,  and  thus  her 

tale  begun^ 
Since  bounty  (hall  the  garland  wear,  and  crowned 

be  by  fame, 
C  happy  judges  call  for  her,  for  Out  defdnres  the 

fame. 
Where  temperance  governs  beauties  flowers,  and 

glory  is  not  fought. 
And  (hamc(aced  mcdmeit  nudbeth  pride,  and 

virtue  dwells  in  thought : 
Bid  her  come  forth,  and  (hew  her  face,  or  eUe  af- 

Icnt  each  one. 
That  true  report  (hall  grave  her  name  in  gold  or 

ttiarbte-ftone. 
For  all  the  world  to  read  at  will  what  worthy- 

nefle  doth  re(^ 
In  peffed  pore  nnfpotted  life,  which  fliKhath 
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Then  (kill  rofe  up  and  fought  the  praife,  to  find 

that  if  he  might, 
Aperfon  of  fuch  honcft  name,  that  meil  (hould 

praife  of  rieht : 
This  ote  I  faw  fuUfadly  fit,  and  ftiriftk  her  felfe 

a  fide, 
Whofe  fober  looks  did  (hew  gifts  her  wively  gnee 

did  hide. 
Lo  here  (quoth  (kill,  good  people  all)  is  lucret 

left  alive. 
And  (he  ftiall  moft  accepted  be,  that  leaft  ibf 

praife  did  ftrive. 
No  longer  fame  could  hold  her  peace,  but  blew 

a  blafte  fo  highe, 
That  made  an  edio  in'  the  air,  and  founding 

through  the  (kie; 
The  voice  was  loud,  add  ^us  it  faid,  c6me  R. 

with  happy  days. 
Thy  honeft  life  hath  v^on  the  fame,  and  crowned 

thee  with  praife. 
And  when  I  heard  my  maiftres  named,  I  thmft 

amids  the  throng, 
And  dapt  my  hands  and  wi(ht  of  Ood,  tbaS  (be 

might  profper  long.  ' 


Songts  tJoritUM  hy  N,  G,  of  tht  Nine  Mvfis, 

Imps  of  kyng  Jove,  and  queen  remembrannce  lo 

The  fifters  nine,  the  poets  pleafant  feres. 

Caliope  doth  ftately  ftyle  beftowe. 

And  worthy  praifes  payntes  of  prineely  peres : 

Clion  in  folemn  fonges  rencweth  all  day, 

With  prefent  yercs  conjoyning  age  by  paft. 

Delightful  talke  loves  comical  Thale^, 

In  frefh  grene  youth,  who  doth  lyke  lawreVlaft : 

With  voices  tragicall,  foundes  Melporaen 

And  as  with  cheynes  thallufed  care  (hebyndes. 

Her  (tringes,  when  Terpefcor  doth  touch,  even' 

then 
She  touchcth  hartes,  and  raigneth  in  mens  myndet: 
Fyn6  Erato,  whole  looke  a  lyvely  chere 
Prefents  in  dancing,  kepes  a  comely  grace, 
With  femely  gefture  doth  Polomyne  Acre, 
Whofe  woordes  whole  routes  of  rankes  do  nde  io 

place. 
Urany  her  globes  to  view  all  bent. 
The  ninefold  heaven  obferves  with  fitted  fiicet 
The  blaftes  Eutrepe  tunes  of  infbrument. 
With  fol4ce  fweet,  hence  my  heavy  dumpet  to 

chafe. 
Lord  Phxbus,'  io  the  myddes,  (whole  heavealy 

fprite 
The(e  Udyes  doth  infpire)  embraeeth  all 
The  graces  in  the  mufcs  weed  delyte^ 
To  lead  them  fourth,  that  men  in  maze  they  Idk 


MufoMut  the  pbiUf^beri  faying. 

In  woorklng  well,  if  travel  you  fu(hune> 
Into  the  windc  fliaU  lightly  pifie  the  payoe; 

Sfij 
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Buc  of  the  dedc  die  glory  (ball  temzynCf 

Aod  caufe  your  name  with  worthy  wights  to 

raigne. 
In  working  wrong,  if  pleafure  yoa  tttaine, 
The  pleafure  foon  (haU  vade,  and  void  a*  vaiiie. 
But  of  the  dede  throughout  the  lyfe  the  Ihame 
Endures,  defacing  you  with  foul  defame, 
And  ftili  tormenu  the  minde  both  night  and  day; 
Scant  length  of  time  the  fpot  can  wame  away. 
Flee  then  lU  fuading  pleafures,  baites  untrue, 
A|id  nobie  -vertues  fayre  rcnowlae  purfue. 


What  ooe  art  thou,  thus  in  torn  wedey  clad  ? 
Vertue  in  price,  whom  auncient  fages  had. 
Vhy  poorely  rayde  ?  for  fading  goodcf  pcaft  care. 
AVhy  double  faced  \  I  marke  eche  fortunes  fare. 
This  bridle  what  \  Myndes  rages  to  reftraine. 
Fooles  why  beare  you  ?   I  love  to  take  great 

payne. 
Why  wingcs  ?  I  teach  above  the  ftarren  to  flye. 
Why  treade  yo\i  death  \  1  onely  cannot  dye. 


Tbc  ancient  time  commended  not  for  nought; 
The  meane  what  better  thinge  there  be  fought. 
In  moane  is  virtue  placed  on  eyther  fide. 
Both  right  and  left  amifle  a  man  IhaU  flyde. 
Icar,  with  fire  hadft  thou  the  midway  fiowne, 
Icarian  beck  by  name  had  no  man  knowne. 
If  myddle  path  kept  bad  proud  Phstoo 
Ko  burning  brand  this  earth  had  faine  upon  : 
Ke  cruel  power,  ne  none  fo  foft  can  raigne. 
That  kcpes  a  meane,  the  fame  (balt.fiiU  rcmaync. 
The  Julie  once  dyed,  to  much  mercy  fpill ; 
Tbc  Nero  flern,  rigor  extreme  dyd  kill. 
How  could  Auguft  fo  many  yercs  well  pafle, 
Nor  over  nieke  nor  orer  fierce  he  was : 
Worfhip  not  Jove  with  curious  fancies  vaine, 
Nor  him  defpife :  hold  right  atwenc  theie  twiioc : 
No  waftfuU  wight,  no  gredy  gutt  is  prated, 
Stand  largeffe  juft  in  egall  ba&nce  payde  : 
So  CM«ct  meal  furmountes  Anionius  chere, 
And  better  fame  his  fober  hxt.  bath  here 
To  ilender  building  bad  as  bad  to  grolfe  \ 
One  an  eye  fore,  the  tother  falles  to  lofle. 
As  medicines  htlpe  in  meafure,  fo  (Ood  wot) 
By  overmuch  the  ficke  their  bane  have  got. 
Unmete  me  femes  to  utter  this  mo  waies; 
Meafure  forbiddes  unmeafarable  praifc. 


Mmti  Ufe^  after  PoJiAithu  T  Crmtet. 

What  pathc  lift  you  to  treade?  what  trade  will 

you  aflay  f 
The  courts  of  plea  by  bnulc  and  bate  drive  gccic 

peace  away. 


In  houfe  for  wife  and  childe  there  is  but  carkc 

and  care, 
With  travel  and  with  toyle  enough  in  fields  we 

ufc  to  fare. 
Upon  the  feas  lyeth  dread ;  the  riche  in  Ibretgv 

lande. 
Do  fearc  the  lofle,  and  there  the  poore  like  my- 

fers  poorely  (land. 
Stryfe  with  a  wife,  without  your  thriftfuU  harde 

to  fee : 
Yong  brats  a  troble,  none  at  all  a  mayme  it  femet 

to  be. 
Youth  fonde,  age  hath  no  hart,  and  ptncbeth  all 

to  nye ; 
Choofe  then  the  leifer  of  thefe  two,  ay  life,  or 

foon  to  dye. 


Afetnderhu^s  mynde  to  tit  C9Mirmry* , 

What  race  of  lyfe  ronnc  you  ?  what  trade  will 

you  aflay  f 
In   couns  is  glury  got,  and  witt  increafed  day 

by  day. 
At  home  wee  take  our  eafe,  and  beake  our  (elves 

in  red: 
The  ficide.s  our  nature  do  refrelhe  with  pleafures 

of  the  beft. 
On  feas  is  gain  to  gear ;  the  ftraoger  he  fliall  be 
hficem*d,  having  much,  if  not,  none  knoweih  his 

lack  but  he. 
A  wyfe  will  trimnoc  thy  houfe,  no  wyle  then  art 

thou  free ; 
Brood  is  a  lovely  thing,  without  thy  lyfe  is  loofe 

to  thee. 
Yong  bloodes  be  ftronge,  olde  fyres  in  double  ho- 
nour ilwell, 
Doway  that  choyfe,  no  lyfe  or  foon  to  dye,  for  all 

is  well. 


Of  friendjhip. 

Or  all  the  heavenly  gifts  that  mortal  men  com- 
mend. 
What  trufty  treafure  in/  the  world  can  connter- 

vaile  a  friende. 
Our  health  is  foon  decaied ;  goodcs  cafual,  Kght, 

and  vaine; 
Broke  have  we  feen  the  force  of  power  and  ho- 
nour fnfier  ftaine? 
In  bodies  hift  man  doth  refeinble  but  bafe  brote. 
True  vertoe  geates  and  keeps  a  freiide:  good 
guyde  of  our  porfute,  [cafc : 

Wkofe  hearty  scale  vrith  oon  accordea  in  every 
No  terme  of  time,  nofpaee  of  place,  no  Hormc  can 

it  deface. 
When  fickle  fonpne  failet,  this  knot  enduretb  ilUU 
The  kin  out  of  their  kind  may  (Wcrvc,  when 

frendes  owe  thee  good  will : 
When  fweter  Ibhce  (hall  befolU  then  one  to  finde^ 
Upon  whofe  breft  then  mayil  rcpoffe  the  icuett  il 
thy  mindc} 


SONGES  AND 

He  wailetk  at  thy  wo;  his  tears  with  thine  be  ihed ; 
With  thee  doth  he  joys,  ib  lefe  a  lyfe  it  led. 
Behold  thy  frende,  and  of  thy  felf  the  paterne  fee, 
One  fool  a  wonder  (hall  it  feeme  in  bodies  twaine 

to  be; 
In  abfence  prefent  rych  in  want,  in  ficknefle  found. 
Ye  after  death  alive,  maift  thou  by  thy  fure  frende 

be  fouode. 
£che  houfe,  eche  towne,  each  realme  by  iledfaft 
«       ,  love  doth  0ande ; 
Where  foule  debate  bcedes  bitter  bale  in  ec^e  di^ 

vided  lande, 
O  friendihip,  flower  of  flowers !  6  lively  fprite 

of  lyfe ! 
O  facred  bond  of  blif&fiil  peace,  the  (lalworth 

ftanche  of  ilrife : 
Sdpio  with  Lehus  didH  thott  c6nj6yne  in  care  $ 
At  home  in  warres  for  weale  and  wo,  with  equal 

faith  to  fare« 
Oifippus  eke  with  Tyte,  Damon  with  Pythias ; 
And  with  Menethus'  fonne  Achill  by  the  conibyn- 

ed  was: 
Eurialus  and  Nifos  gare  Virgil  caufe  to  iing 
Of  Py  lades  do  many  rymes  and  of  Orciles  ring  : 
DowBe  Thefeas  went  to  hell,  Plrith  his  frende  to 

finde ; 
O  that  the  wyvcs  in  thefe  dur  daics  wcr  to  their 

mates  fo  kynd  I 
Cicero  the  frcndly  man,  to  Atricus,  his  frende. 
Of  friendihip  wrote,  fuch  couples,  lo !  doth  lot,  but 

feldom  lend. 
Recount  thy  race  now  roone,  how  few  ihalt  thou 

there  fee,  [mee  : 

Of  whom  to  fay  this  iame  is  he  that  nerer  failed 
So  rare  a  jewcll  then  muf^  nedes  be  holden  dere. 
And  as  thou  wilt  efteem  thy  felfe,  fo  take  thy 

chofen  fere; 
The  tyrant  in  difpaire  nolacke  of  gold  bewayles. 
But  out,  1  am  undone  (faith  he)  for  all  my  friend- 

ihip»  failcs^ 
Wherefore  iincc  nothing  is  more  kyndly  for  otr 

kynde, 
|<^ext  wifdome  thus  that  teachctb  us,  love  wee  the 
frendly  minde. 


SONETTES. 


i4S 


Tit  death  ff  Zoroa/^  an  Egyptian  aflrmvmtr^  in  the 
J^KPJ^i^^  </6tfl  AUxander  bad  wHb  tbe  Ferftamt 

Now  clattring  armes,  now  raging  broy ks  of  warrc, 
Gan  pafle  the  noys  of  dredfuU  trumpetts  dang, 
Shrowded  with  fliafts,  the  heaven  with  cloud«  of 

dartes. 
Covered  the  ayre  againft  full  fatted  bulles. 
As  forceth  kyndled  yre  the  lyons  keene, 
Whofe  greedy  guttg  the  gnawing  hunger  pric)tes ; 
2>o  Macadpn«  againft  the  Ferilans  fair, 
Now  curpfes  hyde  the  purpurde  foyle  with  blood; 
Large  daughter  on  eche  fide,  but  Perfes  ntorc, 
Moyil  fieldcs  he  bled,  theyr  hetftes  and  numbers 

bate. 
Fainted  while  they  gave  backe,  and  fall  to  flighte : 
I'he  li|ening  Macedon  'by  fword«s  by  gleaves. 
By  bandcs  and  trou|)C4  of  footcmen,with  his  garde, 


Speedes  to  dajy,  but  hym  his  mereft  kyn, 
Oxate  prelerves  with  horfemen  on  a  plumpe 
Before  his  carr,  that  none  his  charge  Ihould  give  ; 
Here  grunts,  here  groans,  eche  where  ftrong  yottth 

Is  fpent : 
Shaking  her  bloudy  hands,  Bellone  among 
The  Pcrfes  foweth  all  kind  of  cruel  death  : 
With  throte  ycut  he  roares,  he  lyeth  along. 
His  entrailes  with  a  launce  through  gyrded  quyte, 
Hym  fmytes  the  club,  hym  woondes  farre  ttryk^ 

ing  bowe. 
And  him  the  fling,  and  him  the  flitning  fword  ^ 
He  dyeth,  he  is  all  dead,  he  pames,  he  redes.    - 
Right  over  ftoode  in  Ibow  white  armor  brave. 
The  Memphite  Zoroas,  a  cunnyng  dirke. 
To  whom  the  heaven  Uy  open  as  his  bodke ; 
And  in  celeftiall  bodies  he  could  tell 
The  moving  meeting  light  afpe<ft  eclipt. 
And  influence,  and  conflellations  all ; 
What  earthly  channels  would  betyde,  what  yer6 
Of  plenty  ftorde,what  figne  forewarned  death. 
How  winter  gendreth  fnow,  what  temperature 
In  the  primetyde  doth  feafon  well  the  foyje. 
Why  funimer  burnes,  why  autumne  hath  rifto 

grapes* 
Whither  the  circle  quadrate  mHy  become. 
Whether  our  tunes  heaven*s  harmony  can  y^lde,' 
Of  four  begyns  among  themfelves  howe  great 
Proportion  is ;  what  fway  the  erryng  tightes 
Doth  fend  in  courfe  gayne  that  fyrft  movyii^  he4« 

vpn; 
What  grees  one  from  another  diflant  be. 
What  Uarr  doth  let  the  hurtful!  fyre  to  rage. 
Or  him  more  mylde  what  oppofition  makes. 
What  fyre  doth  qualifye  Mavorfe'sfyre, 
What  houfe  echo  one  doth  feeke,  what  planet 

raignes 
Within  this  heaven  fphere,  or  that  (mall  thynget, 
I  fpeake,  whole  heaven  he  dofcth  in  his  brefl. 
This  fage  then  in  the  ftarres  hath  fpyed  the  fatel 
Threatned  him  death  vrithout  delay,  and  ^th 
He  faw  he  could  not  fatall  order  chaimge, 
Foreward  he  preil  in  battayle,  that  he  might        \ 
Mete  ivith  the  rulers  of  the  Macedons, 
Of  hii  right  hand  defirous  to  be  flain. 
The  bouldell  bourne,  andworthieil  in  thefeilde; 
And  as  a  wight,  now  wery  of  his  lyfe,. 
And  feking  death  in  fyrfl  front  of  his  rage, 
Comes  defpefately  to  Alexander's  face. 
At  him  with  dartes  one  after  other  throwes. 
With  recklefle  vvords^and  clamour  him  provokei^ 
And  fayth,  Ne6^anak*5  baftard  ihamefuU  ftayne 
Of  mothers  bed,  why  lofeft  thou  thy  ftrdtes, 
Cowardes  amoag,  turne  thee  to  me,  in  cafe 
Manhood  there  be  fo  much  left  in  thy  heart : 
Come  fight  with  me,  th|it  on  my  heimet  weare 
Apollo's  jaurelT  both  for  leaminges  laude. 
And  eke  for  martiaH  praife,  that  in  ray  ihtelds 
The  ievenofold  fophie  of  Minerve  tontein, 
A  match  more  mete  fyr  king  then  any  here* 
The  noble  prince  amoved  takes  ruth  upon 
The  wilfuU  wight,  and  with  foft  words  ayen, 

0  monflrous  man  (quoth  he)'  what  fo  thou  art| 

1  pray  thee  live,  ne  do  not  with  thy  death 
This  lodge  of  lore,  the  mufe*s  manHon  marf  e ; 
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That  treifure  honfe  this  hand  Ihall  never  fpoylc. 
My  fwo^d  (hall  never  hruife  that  flcilfull  brayue, 
LiODg  gither'd  heapet  of  fcience  r<iine  to  fpill ; 
O  how  fayre  fruites  may  you  to  mortall  men 
From  wiAidni*s  garden  give ;  how  many  pia'y 
By  you  the  wifcr  and  the  better  prove  t 
What^rror,  what  mad  moodc,  v^hat  frenzy  thee, 
Perrwades'to  be  downe,  fcnt  td  kepe  Avcrne, 
Where  no  artes  flouriOi,  nor  no  knowledge  vailes 
1^01  all  thefe  fawes.    When  thus  the  lovcreign 

faid. 
Alighted  Zoroas  with  fword  uniheathed,  ' 

The  careleft  king  there  fnaoate  above  the  greve, 
j^t  th*  opening  of  hi»  quiihes  wounded  htm, 
jSo  that  the  blood  down  trailed  on  the  ground  : 
The  Macedon  perceiving  hurt,  gan  gnaflie, 
Bat  yet  hismynde  he  bent  in  any  wife, 
Hym  to  forbeare,  fctt  fpurrs  unto  his  ftede, 
And  turnde  away,  left  angier  of  his  imarte 
Should  caufe  revenger  hand  deale  halefull  blowca. 
But  of  the.  Macedonians  chieftaines  knights,       ' 
One  Meleagcr  could  not  bear  this  fight, 
Bat  ran  upon  the  faid  Egyptian  reuk, 
And  cutt  him  ih  both  knees :  He  fell  to  sroond. 
Wherewith  a  wbolp  rout    cime    of   louldiours 

fteme. 
And  all  iir  pieces  hewed  the  fely  feg, 
Bot  happely  the  £Dule  fled  to  the  ftarres. 
Where,  under  him,  he  hath  full  fight  of  all. 
Whereat  he  gaxed  here  with  reaching  looke  i 
The  Perfiaos  waild  fuch  fapience  to  forgoe, 
The  very  fonc  the'  Macedonians  wilht 
He  would  have  lived,  King  Alexander  (elfe 
Demde  him  a  man  unmete  to  dye  at  all ; 
Who  wonne  like  praife  for  conqueft  of  hisyre. 
As  for  (loute  men  in  fielde  that  day  fubdued, 
Who  princes  tapght  how  to  difceme  a  man, 
That  in  his  head  fo  rare  a  jewel  bearea, 
Bot  over  an  thofe  fame  Camencs,  ihofe  (ame. 
Divine  Camenes,  whofe  honour  be  procorde, 
Aa  tender  parent  doth  hys  daoghters  weale, 
Lamented,  and  for  thankes  all  that  they  cm, 
Do  cheriih  hym  deceafl;  and  fett  him  free,  * 
From  dark  oblivion  of  devouring  dcatiu 


Marcut  Tmtlitu  Citcrc>*j  dtatb* 
THiiErofti  when  refilefs  rage  of  wynde  and 


He  faw  by  fates,  alas,  calde  for,  (quoth  he) 
Ts  haplefs  Cicero,  (ayle  6n,  (hape  courfe 
To  the  neit  ihore,  and  bring  me  to  my  death. 
Perdy  thefe  thankes  refciiedfrom  eviU  fword, 
Wilt  thou  taiy  conntry  pay  I  1  fee  myne  end  : 
jSo  powers  divine  fo  bid  the  gods  above, 
!d  citie  faved  that  confnl  Marcus  (heod. 
Speaking  no  more,  but  drawing  from  diep  hart 
Great  grooes^  even  at  the  name  of  Rome  rehrarfl. 
His  eyesandcheckes  with  ihowcrsof  tears  hewaiht ; 
And  (though  a  route  in  daily  dangers  wome) 
With  forced  face  the  (hipmen  held  their  teaies, 
Anfj  flrivyng  long,  the  feas  rough  flood  to  pafle, 
to  angry  windes  and  flormy  ihowers  made  way. 


And  at  the  lad  fafe  ancred  In  the  rode. 

Came  heavy  Cicero  a  land,  with  payne, 

His  faynted  lymmes  the  agedfyre  doth  drawer 

And  round  about  their  mafter  Oood  his  band  : 

Kor  greatly  with  their  avm  hard  hap  difmaydff. 

Nor  plighted  faith  prove  in  fliarpe  tyme  to  breake, 

Some  mordes^  prepare  fome  thtyr  dere  Lord  af- 

fift: 
In  littour  laid,  they  lead  him  unkooth'waycs. 
If  fo  deceave  Atitonius  crtiell  gleaves. 
They  might ,and  threats  of  following  rooto  e£capc ; 
Thus  lo,that  Tullie,  yrcnt  that  Tullios, 
Of  royal  robe  and  facred  fenate  prince, ' 
When  he  a  fer re  the  men  approache  efpyeth  ; 
Aad  of  his  fone  the  enfign  doth  acknow. 
And  wit^'drawh    f#ord,   PopiUut   thrcat'iuvg 

death, 
Whofe  life  and  whole  ei^ate,  in  hazard  once 
He  had  preferved,  when  Rome,  as  yett  to  free. 
Heard  him,  and  at  his  thundriog  voice  amazed  ^ 
Heiennius  eke  more  tyger  than  the  refl,  ' ' 

Prefent  enfllm'd*  with  fuiy,  him  purfucs. 
What  might  he  do,  fliould  he  ufe  in  defence 
Dyfarmed  handes,  or  pardon  aflc  for  Medc  ? 
Should  he  with  wordes  to  turhe  the  wrath 
pf  th*  armed  knight,  whofe  iaf^goard  be  had 

wrought:  " 
No  aga  Torbids,  and  fixt  within  diepe  breft 
His  countrys  love,  and  falling  Romes  ymage ; 
The  chairret  turn',  fayth  he,  let  lofe  the  raincs, 
Runne  to  the  undtTerVed  death  race,  lo, 
Hath  Phflcbus  foule,  as  meflengcr  forewamde. 
And  Jove  defires  a  new  heavens  man  to  make. 
Brutus  and  Caflius  fouls,  live  you  in  blifa  ? 
In  cafe,  yet  all  the  fates  gain  ilrive  us  not. 
Neither  (hall  wee,  perchaunce,  dye  anrevcngcd. 
Now  have  I  lived,  O  Rome !  ynough  for  me ; 
My  pafled  life  nought  fufireth  me  to  dovbt : 
Noylome  oblivion  of  the  loathfome  death. 
Slea  me  t    Yett  all  the  offspring  to  cone  fliaS 

know. 
And  this  deceafe  ihall  bring  eternal  life ; 
Yea,  and  (unlefl*e  I  fall,  and  all  in  vaine  ; 
Rome,  I  fometime  thy  augui*  chofen  vras) 
Not  evennore  fliall  friendfy  fortune  thee 
Favour,  Antonius,  once  the  day  fliall  come, 
When  her  dear  wights,    by  cruell  fpight  tha« 

flaine,* 
Vi^orious  Rome  flial)  at  thy  hands  require : 
Me  likes  ther  while,  go  fee  the  hoaped  heaven. 
Speche  had  he  left,  and  therewith,  he,  good  man. 
His  throat  prepard,  and  licld  his  head  unmov*d. 
His  hafling  to  thofe  fates  the  ve.7  knightes 
Be  loch  to  fee,  and  rage  rebated,  when 
They  his  bare  necke  beheld,  and  his  hoare  heares; 
Scant  could  they  hold  the  tearcs  that  fourth  gan 

burft. 
And  almoft  fell  from  bloody  hands  the  fwordes ; 
Only  the  fieme  Herennius,  with  griip  looke, 
Diftards,  why  ftand  you   ftilt?  he  fayeth,  and 

flfraigfat 
Swaps  of  the  head  vHth  his  prefaroptioas  yroo. 
Ne  with  that  flaughter  yet  he  is  not  Aide : 
Fool  fliame  on  fliame  to  heape,  is  his  delight. 
Wherefore  the  handes  alio  doth  he  of  iinyte. 


60^G£8  AND   SON£TT£S. 

Whico  dirft  AntonuM  life  C»  lyfely'paiiit. 
Him  yelding,  ftrai&ed  gfaoft,  froa>  welkin  hyc, 
With  lochjT  chef e  lord  Phoebus  gan  behold, 
Aod  io  black  cloud,  they  iay,  long  bid  his  bead* 
The  Latine  mufes  and  the  graces  they  wept» 
And  for  his  fall  eternally  dull  pepe : 
And  lo,  here  piercing  Fitho,  (ftrange  to  tell) 
Who  had  to  him  fuffifde  both  (enfe  and  woxdes* 
When  fo  he  fpake,  and  dreil  with  he^ir  foode 
That  flowing  tong,  when   his  wind  pipe  di& 

clofil. 
Fled  with  her  fleeing  frend,  and  (out  alas) 
Hath  left  ther  earth,  ne  wOl  no  more  retome ; 
^Popilions  flieth  ther  while,  and  leading  theis 


^47 


The  fenfelefs  flock,  ft  grkzely  fieht  doth  bar, 
Unto  ilntoniiis  boord  with  mifoiief  M, 


For  Tnllie  late  a  tombe  I  gan  prepare, 
Vrhen  Cynthie,thQs,  bad  me  my  hU>oiir  fpare ! 
•Such  manner  thinges  become  the  dead,  quoth 

be, 
Gut  Tolly  liTe8,and  flill  alyre  fliall  be. 
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Id  Tiin  I  think*  right  hoooonlilelofdy 
B7  thin  rode  rime  to  memorise  thy  name« 
Whofe  leaned  mofe  hath  writ  her  owoe  recerd 
In  golden  Teife,  worthy  immortal  fame. 
Then  mvdimore  fit,  were  leifore  for  the  lame, 
Thy  gradooa  foreraigne's  prayers  to  compile, 
And  her  impcriall  majeftie  to  frame 
In  kftie  nnnibcrsi  and  hermck  ftfle* 
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THE  LIFE  OF  SACKFILLK 


In  the  tnrbuleot  and  laoguinary  feign  of  Queen  Maiy,  when  the  fires  of  pqrfectttion  were  kiodMl 
in  Smithed,  and  every  tmt  of  England  was  polluted  with  murders,  more  Btrocions  than 
the  flaughters  of  the  moft  bloody  civil  war ;  the  cultivation  of  polite  li^ratore  was  negleded 
amidfi  the  calamities  of  the  (late,  and  only  one  poetical  produ^on,  of  prominfot  excellence,  intita- 
led,  A  Mirrmrfor  MagifiraUs^  illuminates  that  interval  of  dar^mefs  between  Surrey  and  SpenCer* 

More  writers  t^an  one  were  concerned  in  the  compofition  of  that  popular  poem,  which  originat- 
ed in  the  reign  of  Mary,  and  was  not  finally  completed  till  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  cen- 
tury ;  but  its  inventor,  and  moft  diftingniihed  contributor  was  Thomas  Sapkvillb,  the  firft  Lord 
Buckhnrft,  and  Earl  of  Doriet,  Lord  High  Tfeafurer  of  England,  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  o£ 
Oxford,  author  of  iHtit  firfi  genuine  Englifii  tragedy,  and  *'  the  Patriarch  of  a  race  of  genius  and  wit.** 

This  diftinguKhed  (Utefman  and  poet,  was  thefon  of  Richard  Sac|cville,  Efq.  of  Bnckhurft, 
in  the  parifh  of  Withiam,  in  ^nflex,  where  he  was  bom  in  the  year  xja;.  His  mother  .was  a 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Bruges,  Lord  ^ayor  of  Londop^  and  afterwards  wife  of  John  Powlet,  Mar- 
quis of  Wincheftcr. 

He  difcovered,  from  his  childhood,  a  lively  wit  and  yigoroiis  underilanding,  and  was  removed 
from  a  domei^ic  tuition,  to  Hvt-hall  in  Oxford,  where  he  refided  fome  time;  but  took  no  degree. 
He.  afterwards  removed  to  pambridge,  where  ^e  did  not  refidelong;  but  had  the  degree  of  Mailer 
of  Arts  conferred  on  him. 

At  both  univerfities  he  became  celebrated  as  a  tAtin  and  Englilh  poet.  Wood  mentions  him  as 
'*  having  been  in  bis  younger  years  poetically  inclined ;  an4  wrote,  while  he  continued  in  Oxon,  fevo* 
ral  Latin  and  Englilh  poems:  though  publiihed,  either  by  themfelves,  or  mixed  among  other  itien'a 
poems,  yet  I  prefume  they  are  lolk  or  forgotsen,  as  having  no  name  to  them,  or  that  the  copiet 
are  worn  out.*'  , 

He  afterwards  entered  himfelf  a  fiudent  in  the  Inner  Temple,  and  at  an  early  period  of  life  was 
called  to  the  bar. 

He  carried  his  love  of  poetry,  which  he  feemsto  have  almoft  folely  cultivated,  to  the  Inner  Tem- 
ple, where,  in  conjundion  with  Thomas  Norton,  a  fellow-labourer  of  Hopkins  and  Stemhold,  M 
wrote  a  tragedy,  intituled,  ferrex  and  Fcrrex^  which  was  aded  before  Queen  Elizabeth,  at  Whitehall^ 
by  the  fludenu  of  the  Inner  Temple,  in  i  ;6x.  It  was  printed  incorredly  and  fnrrepdtioufly  in  1565^ 
more  accurately  in  1570 ;  in  1590,  by  the  title  of  GsrMWr  ;  aqd  reprinted  by  Dodfley  in  173^,  with 
a  preface  by  Mr.  Spence,  by  the  procuration  of  Pope,  **  who  wondered  that  the  propriety 
and  natural  eafe  of  it  had  not  been  better  imitated  by  the  dramatic  authors  of  the  focceediog 
age. 

About  the  year  1557,  he  formed  the  plan  of  the  Mirrmr  fir  Mapfiratn^  in  which  all  the  illnf- 
trious  but  unfortunate  charaders  of  the  Englilh  hiAory,  from  the  Conqneft  to  the  end  of  the  foer- 
tecnth  century,  were  to  pafs  in  review  before  the  poet,  vho  defcends,  like  Dante,  into  hdl,  and  it 
conduded  by  S§rr§vf.  Every  perfonage  was  to  recite  his  own  misfortunes  in  a  foliloquy.  But  be  had 
leifure  only  to  finiih  a  poetical  preface,  called  an  Indu&um^  and  one  legend,  which  is  the  Lift  rf  Hm^ 
tj^Stafftrd  Duke  of  Buskittgham.  ^ 
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RcHnqujfliiog,  therefore,  the  defigD  abruptly,  and  hillilj  adapting  the  clofe  of  his  ImdaSim  to  the 
appearance  of  Bockinghani,  whofe  ftory  was  to  have  been  the  lad  in  his  feries,  he  recommended  the 
completion  of  the  whole  to  Richard  Baldwjne  and  George  Ferrers,  men  of  the  greauft  wit  in  that 

a^-  * 

Deterred,  perhaps,  by  the  greatnefs  pf  the  attempt,'  they  invited  to  their  affiftance  Chnrchyard. 
Phajer,  and  other  men  of  wit  and  genius,  who  chofe  fuch  lives  from  the  chronickt  of  Fabian  and 
Hall,  as  feeroed  to  difplay  the  moft  affeding  cauftrophies,  and  which  were  probably  pointed  oat  by 
Sackville.  • 

This  colledion  was  printed  in  4to,ii559,  w  ith  the  foDowing  title,  A  Ifyrrourejor  Magifiraiet^  vAtrt- 
Im  wtay  befeem^  by  example  •feihen^  vuiU  Iwive  greuiis  plages  viees  are  pynlfbei^  and  iaw  frail  Mttd  umJUBh 
■  nvorUly  pn/perttii  isfiuiubt  even  •fihtfe  wbomfortmnefeemetb  tmfl  highly  U  favour,     "  FsUic  fuem  fuimmi 
mBena periaila  caittum**     Anno  lSS9t  ASdihut  Tbams  Marjhe, 

As  he  early  quitted  the  ftudy  of  the  law  fur  the  flowery  patha  of  poetry;  fo  the  poet  was  foon 
lofi  in  the  iUtelman ;  and  negociations  and  embaffies  eictinguiihed  the  milder  ambitions  of  the  inge^ 
nious  mufe. 

In  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  Queen  Miry,  his  ntme  appears  in  the  parliamentary  lifts;  and  la 
the  fifth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1564,  when  his  father  wa*  eleAed  knight  of  die  Ihire  for  Suflex,  he 
was  retxirned  one  of  the  members  for  Buckinghamfhire. 

Not  long  after  this,  he  travelled  into  France  and  Italy,  and  was  detained  fome  time  a  prilbner  lit 
^ome,  in  confcquence  of  fome  pecuniary  inconvenience. 

On  his  father's  death  in  I566,  his  liberty  wa^  procured,  and  he  returned  to  Engtand,  to  take  pof^ 
feffion  of  an  ample  patrimony. 

His  eminent  accompliftmients  and  abilities  having  acquired  the  confidence  and  efteem  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  he  was  knighted  in  X567,  in  her  prefence,  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  at  the  fame  time 
promoted  to  the  peerage,  by  the  title  oi  Baron  Buckhurfi, 

In  confcquence  of  the  Queen's  frequent  admonitions,  he  is  (aid  to  have  correAed  his  tafte  for 
magnificence  and  c^ppence,  which  had  fome  times  fubjeded  him  to  confiderable  inconvenienciet. 

In  1573,  he  went  ambaifador  to  France.  In  1574,  he  fat  on  the  Uial  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk; 
at  which  time  he  was  alfo  in  the  Privy  Council. 

He  was  nominated  one  of  the  commiflioners  for  the  trial  of  M^ry  (^ecn  of  9cott;  ^t  it  does 
HM  appear  that  he  was  prcfent  at  her  coiJdcmnation  at  Fotherbgay  Caflle  ;  yet  after  the  confirma> 
lion  of  the  fentence,  he  was  appointed  to  bear  the  unhappy  tidings  to  her,  gnd  to  fee  the  Icntencepat 
in  execution. 

In  1587,  he  went  ambafTador  to  the  States-General;  but,  having  incurred  the  dlfpleafure  of  the 
Earl  of  JUeiceftcr  and  Lord  Burleigh,  he  was  recalled,  and  confined  to  hi*  honfe  nine  months. 

On  the  death  of  Leiccflcr,  he  recovered  the  Queen's  favour,  and  was  made  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
one  of  the  peers  wbo*fat  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Arundel,  and  joined  with  Burleigh,  in  negociating  % 
pe^ce  with  Spain  and  Holland. 

I»  I  J9I>  ^c  was,  by  the  Queen**  recommendation,  elcfled  Chancellor  of  the  UnivcrCty  of  Oxfonf, 
ia  oppofition  to  Effcx,  the  objciSLof  her  capricious  paflion,  and  incorporated  Mafier  of  Arts. 

On  Burleigh's  death,  he  was  appointed  Lord  High  Treafurer,  and  foon  after  joined  in  commiiSoEi 
with  Eflex  and  Sir  Thomas  Egcrton  for  negociating  an  alliance  with  Denmark;  and  when  that  nn- 
ibrtunatc  nobleman  was  brought  to  his  trial,  with  his  friend  Southampton,  he  was  conftituted  Lord 
Hi^  Suward  on  the  occ&fion. 

At  the  acceffion  of  King  James,  bis  patent  of  Lord  H^h  Treafurer  was  renewed  for  life ;  and  in 
1603,  he  was  created  Earl  of  Dot  fit  ^  and  appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  for  executing  the  office 
itfLordMarftial. 

He  died  fuddcnly.at  the  council-table,  WhitchaU,  April  19th  i<o?,  in  the  8iil  year  of  hit  age, 
and  was  buried  in  WeAminHer  Abbey. 

Hia  funeral  fermonwus  preached  by  Dr.  Abbot,  his  chaplain,  afterwards  Axchbilhop  oi'dlnlerbmy, 
so  which  he  is  very  lavilh  in  his  praife. 

The  chara^er  of  Sackville,  as  a  ftatcfman,  is  to  be  fbught  elfewhcrc.  It  is  fufficient  to  fiy,  th«t 
few  firft  mittillcrs  hate  left  fo  fair  a  charaacr.    AmidH  tjic  intrigues  of  as  ariful  c9Wt,  he  prefc?^ 
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e4  tht  iDtegrltx  of  a  private  man.  HIa  faouly  dtfdaiiied  the  offer  of  an  apoUgf  for  htm,  ajt^ooft 
fome  iittle  cavils  of  a  rival  party.  In  the  exerctfe  of  hit  political  foDt^ioo^,  the  brilliancy  of  h«i 
imagination  grew  xnore  corred,  not  leia  abundant.  Kaonton  reUtet,  that  hia  "  fecretariei  ha4 
dificnlty  to  pleafe  him,  he  was  Sb/steu  and  choice  in  his  ftyle.**  Even  in  the  decifions  of  t|ut  rigid  tn* 
banal,  the  Star  Chamber,  which  was  never  efteemed  the  /chool  of  eloquence,  **  fo  ilrong,"  6iyt 
Upyd^  ^  was  his  invention,  that  he  was  called  the  Sisr  Ckamier^eii**  Amidft  the  hn£nels  of  an 
envoy  at  Paris,  he  found  time  to  prefix  a  LoHm  EpiftU  to  Gierke's  JLAtin  tranilation  of  Caftiglio'a 
**  Courtier,"  which  is  not  an  unworthy  recommendation  of  a  treatiie  remarkable  for  its  polite  JL4kttm« 
ty.  Himfelf  »  poet,  be  encouTig^*'  ^  art.  which  he  improved,  by  his  liberality ;  and  kit  his  wit 
«nd  patronage  of  polite  literature  to  his  defcendints,  of  whom  was  Charles  SackviUe,  Earl  of  0ar« 
let,  the  well  known  patron  of  Pryden  and  Prior ; 


■  Whofe  grea\  forefathers  every  grace^ 
Refle&ing  and  refleAed  in  his  race ; 
Where  other  BmUhmfst  other  D^ifitt  ihine. 
And  poeu  (kill,  or  patriou  deck  the  Hue. 


He  was  more  courted  and  complimented  by  poets  than  any  noblemayi  of  his  time,  except  Eflex, 
whofe  love  of  literature,  heroiiin,  integrity,  and  generofity,  made  him  the  favourite  of  the  nation, 
and  the'fubjed  of  ionumerable  ibnnets  and  baUads,  from  Spen(er  to  the  lowel^  rhymer  :  And  if 
panegyric  were  any  where  juiUfiable,  it  mod  be  when  paid  to  the  man,  ^ho  endeavoured  to  lave 
Spenfer  from  (larving  in  the  ilreets  of  Dublin,  and  who  buried  him  in  WeiUniniler  Abbey«  with 
becoming  folemnity. 

As  a  poet,  SackviUe  has  preteoiidns  to  the  gratitude  of  pofterity,  which  have  not  hitherto  been 
fiiUy  copiidered  or  allowed.  He  is  entitled  to  rank  wit)i  Spenier,  Shakfpeare,  and  Marlowe,  the 
mod  eminent  poets  of  his  age ;  by  tbe  firil  of  whom  he  is  only  furpaflcd  in  the  perfe^ion  of 
allegory,  by  having  had  the  difad vantage  of  writing  before  him ;  and,  by  the  fecond,  in  his  ma- 
gic power  of  moving  the  paffions  and  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  his  dramatic  dialogue. 

His  tragedy  of  Gerhodta  has  the  merit  of  being  the  firft  fpedmen  in  our  language  of  a  heroic  tale 
written  in  blank  verle,  divided  into  a^s  and  fcenes,  and  clothed  in  all  the  formalities  of  a  regular 
drama.  It  ispraifed  by  Sidney  for  its  notMkU  mprmiitief  but  it  was  dever  popnlar,  owing  to  the  un- 
intereilbing  nature  of  the  plot,  the  tedious  length  of  the  fpeeches,  the  want  of  a  difcriminationof  cha- 
ra^r,  and  ahnoH  a  total  abfcnce  of  pathetic  incidents.  The  dialogue,  however,  contains  mudi 
dignity,  ftrength  of  refle^on,  and  good  fcnfe ;  and  the  language  has  great  purity  mnd  perfpicuity, 
and  is  eittirely  free  from  that  tumid  phrafeology,  and  thofe  exaggerated  imageries  and  pedantic  me- 
taphors, which  are  the  chief  blemilhes  of  the  fcenes  of  Shakfpeare. 

The  affiftance  of  Norton,  to  whom  the  three  firH  ads  are  given  by  Wood,  ma^  be  jnftly  doubted. 
Every  fcene  of  Gthodiu  is  marked  by  Sackville*s  charaaeriftic  manner,  which  confiiU  in  a  perfpicuity 
of  ftyle,  and  a  conunand  of  numbers,  fuperior  to  the  tone  of  his  age. 

In  the  Mirrtrfir  Magtjiraits  he  has  two  poems  of  confidcrable  length,  the  Imduaim^wCLA  Legsnd  ^ 
BtuAimgham,  which  are  the  chief  foundation  of  his  fame. 

The  coUciSlion,  of  which  they  make  a  confpicuous  part,  was  reprinted  in  1563, 1571,  J574,  and 
in  1587,  with  an  Induaion,  and  the  additions  of  many  new  lives,  by  John  Htggint.  At  length 
the  whole  was  digefted  anew,  with  additions  by  Richard  Niccols,  an  ingenious  poet,  and  printed  in 
x6lO,  under  the  following  title  :  A  Mhrfmr  fir  Mmg^firaUs^  hnmg  a  trm  dtrmmU  htfUtU  •/  Atmrn* 
ti^uiy/aUet  •ffiuh  umfortmnaU  primus ^  amd  pum  rfnote^  as  bmvt  ifffweijimt  At  Jirfi  mhrmtet  af  BrtOt  Mis 
this  tfani^  wstU  this  our  mge,  newly  enlarged^  wtb  a  Uf  fart^  caiUi^  A  W"mtn*s  Niibi  Fifiom^  Smg  A  mdm 
Stiom  sffiuh  tragedusf  ejptcially  fasmws^  as  art  €xempi§i  m  the  former  bijhrif,  witB  mp9m  amsitsttd,  ctOai^ 
Bstglast^s  Ellxa,    At  London,  imprinted  by  Felix  Kyngfton,  z6xo. 

Sackville*s  (hare  in  it  is  illaftrated  in  the  preface.  ^  I  purpofe  only  to  follow  the  intended  fcope 
«f  that  moil  honorable  patronage,  who,  by  how  much  he  did  (urpafle  the  reft  m  the  emhienee  of 
his  noble  coalition,  by  fo  much  he  hath  exceeded  them  all  in  the  ezctilcnce  of  his  heroical  fUle, 
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irhicb,  widi  gcHitn  peD,he  hath  limmcd  oat  to  pofteritie  in  that  worthy  djeA  <^  hit  tnmde,  tie 
TAAOBDiB  or  TBS  DuKC  OF  BocKiMOBAM,  and  w  hit  pre£ice,  then  ictitiiled  Mastke  Sackvil*s 
tiinocTioif.'*  Thit  edition^  which  coHtaint  84  livct  and  S75  pages,  has  nerer  heen  reprinted,  and  it 
cztremeljfcarce.  That  it  was  in  high  efteem  througfaoat  the  reign  of  Qoecn  Elisabeth^  appcto  not 
only  from  itt  nnmerottt  editioot,bat  from  the  teftimoniet  of  Sidney,  Heywod,  Webhe,  Bokon,  andbther 
contemporary  writerty  It  is  realbnaUe  tofdppdfe,  that  it  enriched  the  ftores,  and  extended  the  fikiict 
of  onr  drama.  Shah%eare  h  indebted  to  it  for  many  ficencs  in  his  ^ys.  Much  of  tt  might  bear 
repttblicatioo,  and  make  good  ht  claim  to  pnbiic  notice ;  parttcttUrly  the  legtildt  written  by  Chorcb-^ 
yard  and  Niccols,  which  have  confiderable  merit,  and  often  Ihew  i(  command  of  langnage  aM  vcrfi- 
ficatioo.  Bitt  the /M^bfiPii*  and  LiffW  of  Sackrilk,  afford  the  moil  frToorabkfp^ 
pobyr  legends,  and  defrrre  being  leriired  equally  as  compbfiboot  of  real  and  itftriidic  merit,  and  aH 
obje^  of  curiofity.  They  are  now  received,  for  the  firft  time,  into  a  coUedion  of  claffical  Englilh 
poetry. 

The  Earl  of  Oiford  and  Mr.  Warton  have  charaAerifed  the  poetry  of  Sacbrille  with  fnch  elegance 
and  minntenefr,  that  it  will  he  fvffident  to  add  their  teftimoniet  at  a  jufHfiration  of  the  revival  of 
his  writings,  and  as  onqocftiooable  anchorities  in  hisfivoiir. 

**  Oar  hiftoric  plays,'*  iays  Lord  Orfbrd,  '*  are  allowed  to  have  been  founded  on  the  heroic  narra- 
tives in  the  Mirror  for  Magiftrates;  to  that  fAan,  and  to  the  boldnefs  of  Lord  Buckkorft's  new 
icenes,  perhaps  we  owe  Shakfpeare." 

<•  8ackville*s  Inimaim^  ^  iays  Mr.  Warton,**  lofcs  much  of  iu  dignity  and  prof^riety,  by  being 
prefixed  to  a  fingle  life,  and  that  of  no  great  hiibrical  importance ;  the  plan  \m  conlefiedly  copied 
from  Bocctces*  D9  Csfihis  wrerum  illuftrUm,  ttanflated  by  Lyi^te  ;  the  defcem  into  hell,frt>m  Dantc*t 
tf  Commedia***  and  the  fizth  book  of  VirgiL  The  ihadowy  inhabitantt  of  hell-gate  are  his  own, 
and  conceived  with  the  vigour  of  a  creative  imagination,  and  defcribod  with  great  force  of  ezprcT- 
ilon ;  they  are  delineated  with  that  fuUnelt  of  proportion,  that  invention  of  pidurefque  attributes,  dlA* 
tindnefs,  animation,  and  amplitude,  of  which  Spenfer  is  coounonly  fuppbfed  to  have  given  the  firfb 
fpedmens  in  our  language,  and  which  are  charaderiiUcal  of  his  poetry.  The  readers  of  the  *■  Faery 
Qaeene**  will  ealily  point  out  many  particular  paffages,  Hfhkh  Skckville's  ImtkOim  fuggcfied  to 
Spenfer.** 

**  The  CtmpUjHi  •/  Htnrye  Duie  •/  Buekim^ham^  is  written  with  a  force  and  even  ele> 
gance  of  ezpreflion,  a  copioufhefs  of  phrafeology,  and  an  ezadneis  of  veriification,  not  to  be  fbnnd 
in  any  othe^  partsof  the  coQeAioo.  On  the  whole,  it  may  be  thought  tedious  and  languid;  but 
thatobjedion  unavoidably  refults  from  the  general  plan  of  thefe  pieces.  It  is  hnpoffibk  that  €bS- 
loquies  of  fuch  prolixity,  and  defigned  to  include  much  hiftorical,  and  even  biogr^hical  matter, 
Ihonld  every  where  foftaln  %  proper  degree  of  Spirit,  pathos,  and  intercft.** 
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The  wrathfull  winter  prochinge  on  t  pace. 
With  blnftring  blaftes  had  al  ybared  the  trecn, 
And  olde  Saturans  with  hit  froftj  (ace 
With  chilling  colde  had  pearft  the  tender  green  : 
The  mantels  rent,  wherein  enwrapped  been 
The  gladfom  groves  that  nowc  layc  overthrowen, 
The  tapets  tome,  and  every  blome  downe  blowen. 

The  foyle  that  erft  fo  feemly  was  to  feen, 
'Was  all  defpoyled  of  her  beaotiet  hewe  : 
Atid  foot  freflie  flowers  (where  with  the  fommers 
queen  [blewe 

Had  dad  the  earth)  now  Boreas  blaftes  downe 
Andiinall  fowles  flocking,  in  their  fon^  did  rewe 
The  winters  wrath,  whcr  with  eche  thing  dcfafte 
In  woful  wife  bewayled  the  fomroei  paft. 

Hawthorne  had  loft  his  motley  ly  verye, 
The  naked  twieges  were  (hivering  all  for  colde  : 
And  dropping  downe  the  teares  abundantly, 
Eche  thing  (me  thought)  with  weping  eye  me 

tolde 
The  cruell  feafon,  bidding  me  withholde 
My  felfe  within,  for  I  was  gotten  oat 
Into  the  feldes  whereas  I  walkte  about. 

When  loe  the  night  with  miftie  manteUfpred, 
Can  darke  the  daye,  and  dim  the  asure  Ikyes, 
And  Venus  in  her  meflage  Hermes  fpcd 
To  bluddy  Mars,  to  wyl  him  not  to  ryfe, 
While  flie  her  felfe  approcht  in  fpeedy  wife  : 
And  Virgo  hiding  her  difdainiul  breft 
With  Thetis  now  had  layd  her  down:  to  reft. 

Whiles  Scorpio  dreading  Sagittarius  dart. 
Whole  bowe  preft  bent  in  fight,  the  ftring  had 

Downe  flyd  into  the  ocean  find  tparte. 

The  Beare  that  in  the  Iryflie  feas  had-i^ 

His  griefly  feete,  with  fpecde  from  thence  he 

why  pt : 
For  Thetis  hafting  from  the  Virginesbed 
Pttxfncd  the  Bear,  that  earftie  came  was  fled. 


And  Phaeton  nowe  neare  reaching  to  his  race 
With  gliftering  beames»  gold  ftreiunynge  where 

they  bait 
Was  preft  to  enter  in  his  refting  place. 
Crythius  that  in  the  carte  fyrfte  went 
Had  even  now  atuynde  his  journeys  ftent 
And  fisft  declining  hid  away  his  head, 
^¥hi]e  Titan  conoied  him  in  hit  purple  bed. 

And  pale  Cinthea  with  her  borowed^  light 
Beginning  to  fupplyher  brothers  place. 
Was  paft  the  noonfteede  fyre  degrees  in  Gf^t, 
When  fparkling  ftarres  amyd  the  heavens  fioe 
With  twinkling  light  flieen,oo  the  earth  apace. 
That  whyle  they  brought   about  the   nightea 

chare 
The  darke  had  dinsmed  the  day  ear  1  was  ware. 

And  forowing  I  to  fee  the  fommer  flowers 

The  livly  grccnc,  i he  lufty  leas  forlorne. 

The  ftundy  trees  fo  fliartcred  with  the  fliowen^ 

The  fields  fo  fisde  that  flooriflit  fo  beforne 

It  taught  me  wel  aU  earthlywthinges  be  borne 

Tb  dye  the  death,  for  nought  long  time  may  laft ; 

The  fommers  beauty  ycekietto  winters  bhft. 

Then  looking  jnpward  to  the  heavens  leamet 
With  nightes  ftarres thickepowdred  everywhere 
Which  erft  fo  gliftened  with  the  goldoi  ftreamea 
That  chearefuU  Phebna  fpred  Somoc  from  luf 

fphere. 
Beholding  darke  oppreffing  day  fo  neare  : 
The  fodayne  fight  reduced  to  my  minde 
The  fundry  chaunges  that  is  earth  wo  fyo4e» 

That  mufing  on  this  worldly  wealth  in  thooc&c. 
Which  comes  and  goes  more  fiUler  than  we  ue 
The  flyckering  flame  that  with  the  fyer  it  wroughtf 
My  bufie  minde  prefented  unto  me 
Such  fall  of  pieret  as  in  this  reahne  had  be : 
That  ofte  I  wiflit  fome  would  their  woes  de£* 

cryve. 
To  wamc  the  reft  whom  fortune  left  alive 


M 


And  ftriyt  forth  ftalking  with  redoubled  ptce 
For  that  I  fawe  the  night  drewe  on  fit  hu^ 
In  blacke  all  clad  there  fell  before  mjr  ^e 
A  pfteooB  wight,  whom  woe  hid  al  forwafte. 
Forth  from  her  iyen  the  criftall  teai^  ootbra^ 
And  fyghing  fore  her  handea  Ihc  wronc  and 

foldc. 
Tare  al  het-  heare,  that  ruth  was  to  beholde. 


THE   WORKS  OF   SACKVILLE. 

Iftrechc  mjielfeyand  Stnjt  my  betntv^iTei, 
That  dread  and  dolour  erft  did  (bappalc;  v 
Lyke  him  that  with  the  £enrent  fever^ftrjvct 
When  ficknet  feekes  hit  caftell  health  to  ikaic  : 
With  gathered  %aitet  fo  forft  I£eve  to  aYa&  : 
And  rearing  her  with  angsiflie  all  ibrdoocy 
My  %Mriu  retuni'dyiBd  thea  I  tbaa  t 


Her  body  fmall  forwithered  and  forelpeat. 
At  it  the  iUlk  that  fommers  drought  oppreil ; 
Her  wealked  face  with  woful  tearea  befprent, 
Her  colour  pale,  and  (al  it  /eemd  her  beft) 
In  woe  and  playnt  repofed  was  her  reft. 
And  as  the  (lone  that  dropper  of  water  weares; 
So  dented  wer  cher  cheefces  with  fall  of  tearct. 

Hfr  tyes  fwotlen  with  flowing  ftreames  aflote, 
Wherewith  her  lofke$  throwen  up  faH  piteonflie, 
Her  forceles  handet  together  ofte  (he  (mote. 
With  doleful  (hrikcs  that  echoed  in  the  (kye  : 
.  Whofe  playnt  foch  (igh&»  dyd  ftrayt  accompany. 
That  in  my  doome  wat  never  man  did  fee 
A  wight  b«tt  haUe  fo  woe  begon  at  ihf. 

I  ftoodc  agail  beholding  all  her  plight, 
Tweene  dread  and  doimnr  fo  diftreynd  in  hart. 
That  while  my  hearct  upAarted  with  the  fight. 
The  tearet  out  (kreamde  for  (browe  tl  her  fmart : 
But  when  I  fawe  no  enide  thfit  could  apartc 
The  deadly  dewle,  which  ihefo  Core  dyd  mak^ 
With  dolefull  voice  then  thus  to  her  I  fpake. 

Unwrap  thy  woes  what  ever  wight  thou  be. 
And  fltin|  betime  to  fpiU  thy  £elfe  wyth  playnt ; 
Tell  what  thou  art,  and  whence,  for  well  I  fee 
Thou  canft  not  d^re  with  forowc  thus  attaynt. 
And  with  that  worde  of  forrowe  all  forfaynt 
She  looked  up,  and  proftrate  as  (he  laye 
With  piteoot  found  loe  thus  0ie  gan  to  faye. 

Alat !  I  wretche  whom  thus  thou  fceft  diilreyned 
With  wafting  woes  that  never  (hall  aflake, 
Sormoe  I  am,  in  enddes  tormeotes  payncd. 
Among  the  furies  in  the  Infematl  lake  : 
Where  Plnto.god  of  hel  fo  grieAy  blacke 
Doch  hold  his  throne,  and  Lttbcvs  deadly  tafte 
Doth  rifive  re^iembraunce  of  cche  thyng  forepaft. 

Whence  come  I  am,  the  drery  deftinie 

And  lucktles  lot  for  to  bemone  of  iho(e, 

Whon^'fortuoe  in  this  maze  of  miferie 

Of  wretched  chaunce  moft  wofull  myrroun  choic 

That  when  thou  feed  how  lightly  they  did  lofe 

Theyr  pope,  thcyr  power,  and  that  they  thought 

mod  fure 
Thou  maye(^  (bone  deeme  no  earthly  joy  may  dure 

^».  ofe  rufuU  voyce  no  fooner  had  out  brayed 
^.    (c  woful  woordea,  wherewith  (he  forruwed  fo, 

•■  "'*-...»  »l>_  •  A.-  i\.^ I J n J 

But 
FeU 


out  alas  :  (he  (hryght  and  never  (laycd, 
downc,  and  all  to  dalht  her  feife  for  woe. 


q«     cold  pale  dread  my  lymcs  gan  overgo 

j^^^  I  (b  forrowcd  at  her  forowcs  eft,  [reft. 

Yj^  "What  with  gricic  and  fcarc  my  wittcs  wure 


0  Sprrpwe,  aht!  fitih  forroive  it  thy  BUBc, 
And  that  to  thee  this  drere  doth  wdl  pertmync. 
In  vayne  it  were^to  feeke  to  ceat  the  lame : 
But  at  a  man  hym  felfe  with  forrowe  flayne. 
So  f ,  alat !  do  comfort  thee  in  payoe. 

That  here  in  (brrowe  art  forfooke  (b  depe 
That  at  thy  fight  I  can  but  figh  and  wcpe. 

1  had  no  fooner  fpoken  of  a  ftike. 

But  that  the  ftorm  fo  rumbled  in  her  breft. 

As  Eoltts  could  never  roare  the  V^T^ 

And  (bowers  downe  rayned  from  her  iyea  fo  fiift, 

That  all  bedreynt  the  place,  tiU  at  the  laft 

Well  eafed  they  the  dolour  of  her  minde. 

As  rage  of  rayne  doth  fwage  the  (lormj  wjnde. 

For  furth  fhe  pTaced  in  her  fearAiU  tale  : 
Cum,  cum,  (quod  Ihe)  and  fee  what  I  (ball  lhcw€« 
Cum  heare  the  playning,  and  the  byttet  bale 
Of  worthy  men,  by  fortune  ovcrthrowe. 
Cum  thou  and  £ee  them  rewing  all  in  rowe. 
They  were  but  (hades  that  erft  in  minde  thou  colde* 
Cum,  cum  with  me,  thine  eyes  (hall  them  bcihoid^ 

V* 

What  could  thefe  wordes  but  make  me  mart  aigaft  : 
To  heare  her  tell  whereon  I  mufde  while  ewe  : 
So  was  I  nuzed  therewyth,  tyll  at  the  la(l» 
Muling  upon  iier  wurdes,  and  what  they  were. 
All  fudaynly  well  leifoned  waa  my  fearc : 
For  to  my  minde  returned  howe  0ie  telde 
Both  what  (he  wat,  and  where  her  wun  (he  helde. 

Whereby  I  knewe  that  (he  a  godddte  was» 
And  therewithal!  reforted  to  my  minde 
My  thought  that  late  prcfcntcd  me  the  glpa 
Of  brittle  (late,  of  care*  that  here  we  finde. 
Of  thoufaod  woes  to  filly  men  alTynde  : 
And  howe  (he  nowe  byd  me  come  and  beholde. 
To  fee  with  iyc  that  erft  in  thought  I  rolde. 

That  downe  I  fell,  and  with  al  reverence 
Adored  her,  perceyving  nowe  that  fhe 
A  goddelTe  fcnt  by  godly  providence. 
In  earthly  (hape  thus  (howed  herfielf  to  use. 
To  wayle  and  rue  this  worides  unceruyntye  ? 
And  while  I  honoured  thus  her  godhedls  might. 
With  playning  voyce  theie  wurdet  to  me  Ihe 
ihryght: 

!  (hall  the  guyde'firft  to  the  grtefly  lake, 
>\nd  thence  unto  the  bliisful  place  of  r^ 
Where  thou  (halt  fee  and  heare  the  pbynt  they 

make, 
That  whilom  here  bare  fwinge  among  the  bcft. 
This  (halt  thou  fee,  but  great  is  the  unreft 
That  thou  muft  byde  before  thou  canft  attayne 
Unto  the  dreadful!  place  where  theie  rcmayne* 
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And  with  thefe  wurdet  at  I  uprayfed  flood, 
And  gan  to  folovre  her  that  ftrafght  furth  paced, 
£are  I  was  ware,  into  a  defert  wood 
We  no  we  were  cum  :  where  band  in  hand  im- 

braced, 
She  led  the  way,  and  through  the  thiclce  fo  traced 
As  but  1  had  beene  guided  by  her  might, 
It  was  no  way  for  any  mortall  wight.  ' 

Bat  loe,  while  thu^amid  the  defert  darke. 
We  pafl#d  on  with  fteppes  and  pace  unmette  : 
A  nimbHng  roar  confnrde  with  howle  and  bark 
Of  dogs,  ihoke  all  the  ground  under  our  fcete. 
And  ftroke  the  din  within  our  eares  fo  deepe 
As  halfe  diftraught  unto  the  ground  I  fell, 
Befought  rctoume,  and  not  to  vifite  helL 

But  flie  forthwith  uplifting  me  apace 
RemoYcd  my  dread,  and  with  a  ftedfaft  minde 
Bad  me  come  on,  for  here  was  now  the  place, 
The  place  where  we  our  travayle  ende  (hould  finde. 
Wherewith  I  arofe,  and  to  the  place  aflynde 
Aftoynde  I  ftalke,  when  Rrayt  we  approched  nere 
The  dredfiill  rlace,  that  yon  wil  dread  to  here. 

An  bydeous  hole  al  vafte,  withouten  (hape, 

Of  endlcDi  depth,  orewhelmde  with  ragged  ftone, 

Wyth  ougly  mouth,  and  griOy  jawes  doth  gape. 

And  to  our  fight  confounds  it  felfe  in  one. 

Here  entred  we,  and  yeding  forth,  anone 

An  horrible  lothly  lake  wc  might  difceme 

As  blacke  as  picche,  that  cteped  is  Airerne. 

A  deadly  gulfe  where  nought  but  rubbilhe  grows. 
With  fowlc  blacke   fwelth  in  thickned  lumpes 

lyes, 
Which  up  in  the  aycr  fuch  (linking  vapors  throwes 
That  Of  er  there,  may  flye  no  fowle  but  dyes, 
Choakt  with  the  peftilcnt  favours  that  aryfc. 
Hither  we  cum,  whence  forth  we  dill  dyd  pace> 
In  dreadful  feare  amid  the  dreadful!  place. 

And  firft  within  the  portche  and  jawes  of  hell 
Sate  diepe  Remorfe  of  Confciencc,  al  bcfprent 
With  teares  :  and  to  her  felfe  oft  would  (he  tell 
Her  wretchcdnei,  and  cur(ing  never  (lent 
To  fob  and  figh  :  but  ever  thus  lament. 
With  thoughtful  care,  as  (he  that  all  in  tayne 
Would  weare  and  vafte  continually  in  payne* 

Her  iyes  unftedfidl  rolling  here  and  there, 
Whurld  on  eche  place,  as  place  that  vengeauns 

brougfar. 
So  was  her  minde  cootinnally  in  (care, 
TofiiMl  and  tormented  with  the  tedious  thought 
Of  thofe  detefted  cryues  which  (he  had  wrought : 
With  dreadfol  cheare  and  lookes  thrown  to  the 

ikyc, 
Wy(byng  for  death,  and  yet  (he  coubl  not  dye« 

Next  fawe  we  Dread  al  tremblyng  how  he  fliooke. 
With  foot  uncertayne  proferd  here  and  there  : 
Bcnnmde  of  fpeache,  and  with  a  gaftly  looke 
Searcht  evry  place  al  pale  and  dead  for  feare. 
His  cap  borne  up  with  ilartine  of  his  hcare, 
Voi.L 


Stoynde  and  anuzde  at  his  owne  (hade  for  deed, 
And  fearing  greater  dauogers  than  was  nede. 

And  next  within  the  entry  of  this  lake 
Sate  fell  Revenge  gna(hing  her  teeth  for  yre, 
Ddvifmg  means  howe  (he  may  vengeaunce  take, 
Never  to  reft  tyll  (he  have  her  dcfirc  : 
But  frets  within  fo  far  forth  with  the  fyer 
Of  wreaking  flames,  that  now  determines  (he. 
To  dye  by  death,  or  vengde  by  death  to  be. 

When  fell  Revenee  with  bloudy  foule  pretence 
Had  (bowed  her  felfe  as  next  in  order  fet. 
With  trembling  limmes  we  foftly  parted  thence, 
Tyll  in  our  iyes  another  fight  we  met : 
When  fro  my  hart  a  (jgh  forthwith  I  fet, 
Rewing  alas  upon  the  wofnll  plight 
Of  Miferie,  that  next  appeared  in  fight. 

His  face  was'leane,  and  fumdeale  pynedaway. 
And  eke  his  handes  confumed  to  the  bone. 
But  what  bis  body  was  I  can  not  fay» 
For  on  his  carkas  rayment  had  he  none. 
Save  doutes  and  patches  pieced  one  by  one. 
With  ftaffe  in  hande,  and  (krip  on  (houlders  caft. 
His  chiefe  defence  agaynft  the  winters  blafl. 

His  foode'  for  mod,  was  wylde  fmy  tes  of  the  tree, 
Unles  fumtimes  fum  crummes  fell  to  his  (hare  : 
Which  in  his  wallet  long,  Ged  wote,  kept  he. 
As  on  the  which  full  daynttye  would  he  fare. 
His  drinke  the  running  (Ireame :  his  cup  the  ^arc 
Of  his  palme   clofcd :  his  bed   the   bard  coldc 

grounde. 
To  this  poore  life  was  Miferie  ybound. 

Whofe  wretched  date  when  we  had  well  behelde 

With  tender  ruth  on  him  and  on  his  feres. 

In  thoughtful  cares,  furth  then  our  |»acc  we  helde; 

And  by  and  by,  an  other  (hape  appercs. 

Of  greedy  Care,  ftil  brufhing  up  the  brercs, 

His  knuckles  knob *d,  his  flefhe  depc  dented  in, 

With  tawed  handes,  and  hard  y tanned  Ikyn. 

The  morrowe  graye  no  fooner  had  begunne 
To  fpreade  his  light  even  pcping  in  our  iyes. 
When  he  is  up  and  to  his  workc  yrunnc  : 
But  let  the  nightes  blacke  miftye  mantels  rife. 
And  with  fowle  darke  never  fo  much  difguyfe 
The  fay  re  bright  day,  yet  cealTeih  he  no  whyle. 
But  bath  his  candels  to  prolong  his  toyle. 

By  him  lay  heavy  Slepe  the  coCn  of  death 
Flat  on  the  ground,  and  (lill  as  any  done, 
A  very  corps,  fave  yelding  forth  a  breath. 
Small  kepe  took  he  whom  Fortune  frowned  on. 
Or  whom  die  lifted  up  into  the  trone 
Of  high  renowne,  but  as  a  living  death. 
So  dead  aly ve,  of  lyef  he  drewc  the  breath. 

The  bodyes  reft,  the  quycte  of  the  hart,  ■ 
The  travayles  eafe,  the  dill  nightes  fcer  was  he. 
And  of  our  life  in  earth  the  better  parte, 
Reuen  of  fight,  «nd  yet  in  whom  we  fee 
Thingetof  that  tide,  and  of^e  that  ncTcr  bee* 
Tt 
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"Witl^out  refpcdl  cflecmlng  equally 
KjQg  Crefus  pompc,  iuid  Irus  povertie. 

And  next  in  order  fad  Old  Age  we  found 
His  beard  all  hoare,  hU  iyes  hollow  and  blynde, 
V^ith  drouping  cbcre  (liil'poring  oo  the  gr9und. 
As  on  the  place  where  nature  him  affinde 
To  reft,  when  that  tlie  fiflcr*  had  untwynde 
Hisvitall  thrcde,and  ended  with  (heyr  kny£e 
^he  fleeting  courfe  of  fa(l  declining  Ufe. 

There  heard  we  him  with  broken  and  holloyf 

playn, 
X.ewe  with  him  felfe  his  endc  approaching  faft, 
yVnd  ail  for  nought  hit  wretched  minde  torment 
With  fwetc  remembraunce  of  his  pleafures  paft. 
And  freihe  delites  of  lufty  youth  forwafte. 
liecounting  which,  how  would  he  fob  and  fli^ike : 
J^nd  to  be  yong  agaioe  of  Jove  beiicke. 

But  and  the  cruell  fates  fo  fl^^ed  be 

I'hat;  time  forpail  can  not  retourne  ^gayne. 

Thisi  one  requeft  of  Jove  yet  prayed  he  : 

That  in  fych  withered  plight, and  wretched  paioe, 

Att.'ldc  (accompanied  with  his  lothfom  traync) 

Had  brought  on  him,  all  were  it  woe  and  gricfc. 

He  might  a  while  yet  linger  forth  his  lief ; 

And  not  fo  foone  defcend  into  the  pic, 

Where  death,  when  be  the  moitall  corps  hatb 

flayne, 
With  retchlcs  hande  in  grave  doth  cover  it. 
Thereafter  never  to  enjoye  agayne 
The  gladfi  mc  light,  but  in  the  ground  ylayne 
In  depth  of  ds^knes  wade  and  weare  to  nought, 
As  he  had  never  into  the  world  been  brought. 

But  who  had  feene  him  fobbing,  howe  he  ftoode 
Ihito  himfclfe,  and  howe  he  would  bemone 
His  youth  forepaft,  as  though  it  wrought  hym  good 
To  talkc  of  youth,  al  wer  his  youth  foregone. 
He  would  have   mufed,  and  mervayled  muche 

whereon 
This  wretched  age  (hould  life  dcfyre  fo  faync. 
And  knowes  f ui  wel  life  doth  but  length  his  payne. 

Crookcbackt  he  was,  tooth  (haken,  and  blere  iyed, 
Went  on  three  fcete,  and  fometimc  crept  on  fower. 
With  olde  lame  bones,  that  ratled  by  his  fyde. 
His  ikalpe  all  pilde,  and  he  with  elde  forlore : 
His  withered  fift  ftil  knocking  at  deathcs  dore. 
Tumbling  and  driveling  as  he  drawes  his  breth ; 
For  briefc,  the  Ihape  and  mcfTenger  of  death. 

And  fad  by  him  pale  Maladie  was  plafte« 
Sore  (itke  in  bed,  her  colour  all  forgone, 
Bereft  of  ftomakc,  favor,  and  of  taftc, 
Ne  could  (be  brookc  nu  meat  but  brotbes  alooe. 
Her  breath  corrupt,  her  keepers  every  one 
Abhorring  her,  her  ficknes  paft  recure, 
Petcfting  philicke,  and  all  phiiickes  cure. 

But  oh  the  doleful  fight  that  then  we  fee. 
We  turnde  our  luoke,  and  on  the  other  Mc 
A  gtieHy  ihape  of  famine  mought  we  ice. 


With  greedv  looket,  and  gapio^   mootk  tiut 

crycd. 
And  roard  for  meat  as  ibe  fhould  there  havedyc^^ 
Her  body  thin  and  bare  as  any  booe, 
Wharto  was  lc{t  nought  but  the  cafe  alone ; 

And  that  alas  was  knawen  on  trcrj  where 
All  full  of  holes,  that  I  ne  mought  refrayne 
From  tcares^  to  ice  how  ihe  her  ariKCs  could  teart, 
And  with  her  teeth  gnafh  on  the  bones  in  vayne  : 
When  all  for  nought  flie  faync  would  fo  foi>ayz£ 
Her  ftarven  corp»,  that  rather  fcemde  a  flude. 
Then  a^y  fubilaunce  of  a  creature  coadc 

Great  was  her  force  whom  Aooewall  coold  doc 

ftay. 
Her  tearyng  nayles  fcratching  at  all  (he  (awe  : 
With  gaping  jawes  that  by  no  meaiK  ymif 
Be  fatisfyed  from  hunger  of  her  niawe. 
But  eatcs  her  felfe  as  flie  that  hath  do  lavre  : 
pnawing  alas  her  carkas  all  in  vayne,         (vayxK. 
Where   you   may  count  ed^  iinuw,  booe,  aad 

On  her  while  we  thus  firmly  Qst  our  iyes. 
That  bled  for  ruth  of  fuch  a  drcry  fight, 
L>oe  fodaynelye  file  fhryght  in  fo  huge  wyi<^ 
As  made  hell  gates  to  fiiy  ver  with  the  myght. 
Wherewith  a  dart  we  fawe  howe  it  did  lyght 
Ryght  on  her  breafl,  and  therewithal  pak  deadu 
Bnthryiling  it  to  rave  her  of  her  brcatb. 


And  by  and  by  a  dam  dead  corps  we  fawe» 
Heavy  and  coldc,  the  fhape  of  death  arygbc. 
That  dauntcs  all  earthly  creatures  to  his  Uwc 
Agaynft  whofe  force  in  vayne  it  is  to  fyght 
Ne  pieres,  ne  princes,  oor  no  moruU  wyght. 
No  townes,  ne  realme;,  cities,  ne  ftroagcil 
But  al  perforce  mull  yeeld  unto  his  power. 


His  dart  anon  out  of  the  corps  he  tookc« 

And  in  Itis  hand  (a  dreadful  fight  to  ice) 

With  great  triumphe  eftfones  the  fame  be  £ko£kt^ 

That  nioft  of  all  my  feaies  affraycd  me  ; 

His  bodie  dight  with  nought  but  booes  pcrdyc. 

The  naked  fhape  of  man  there  fawe  I  pUyne, 

All  fave  the  fieihe,  the  fynowc,  and  the  vayne. 

Laftly  ftoode  Warrc  in  glitteryng  armc*  yclad. 
With  vifage  grym,  0erue  lookcs,  and  bUckel; 

hewed : 
In  his  right  hand  a  naked  fworde  he  had. 
That  to  the  hiltes  was  al  with  bloud  cmbrrwcd  : 
And  in  his  left  (that  kinges  and  kingdomcs  rewcd) 
Famine  and  fyer  he  held,  and  therewythall 
He  razed  townes,  and  threwe  dowae  towcn  and 

all 

Cities  he  fakt,  and  realmes  that  whilom  flowocdl, 
in  honour,  glory »^d  rule  above  the  bcfl. 
He  overwhelnyie,  and  all  theyr  fame  dcvowred, 
Cdnfumed,dcflroyed,  wafted,  and  never  ceaft, 
Tyll  he  theyr  wealth,  their  name,  and  all  opprefi. 
1^  face  forchewed  with  woundcs,  acd  by  bm. 

fide 
There  huj:gc  bis  terge  with  galhes  depe  and  wjit» 
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hi  mlih  of  whichj  depzyntcd  there  we  fouode 

Peadly  Debate,  al  fiU  of  (baky  heare. 

That  with  a  bloudy  fillet  was  ybound. 

Out  breathiog  nought  but  difcord  every  where. 

And  round  about  were  portrayed  here  and  there 

The  hugie  holies^  Darius  and  his  power, 

His  kynges,  prynces,  his  pieres,  and  all  his  flower; 

Whom  great  Macedo  vanquifht  there  in  fight, 
With  diepe  ilaughter,  difpoyling  all  his  pryde, 
Pearft  through  hh  realmes,  and  daunted  all  hit 

might. 
Doke  Hanniball  beheld  I  there  befide, 
In  Cannas  field,  vidor  howe  he  did  ride. 
And  woful  Romaynes  that  in  vayne  wichfloodea 
And  Conful  P^ulus  covered  all  in  bloode« 

Tet  fawe  I  more,  the  fight  at  Trafimene, 
And  Trebery  fycld,  and  eke  when  Hannibal 
And  worthy  Scipio  laft  in  armes  were  feene 
Before  parthago  gate,  to  trye  for  all 
The  worldes  empyre,  to  whom  it  ihould  bcia). 
There  fawe  I  Pompeye,  and  Cefa^p  clad  in  armes, 
Theyr  hoftes  alyed,  and  al  theyt  civil  harmes« 

With  conquerours  hands  forbathde  ia  their  owne 

blood. 
And  Cefar  weeping  over  Pompeyes  head. 
Yet  fawe  I  Scilla  and  Darius  where  they  ftoode, 
Tlieyr  great  crueltie,  and  the  diepe  biudflied 
Of  frendes :  Cyrus  1  fawe  and  his  hoft  dead. 
And  howe  the  quecne  with  great  defpyte  hath 

flonge 
(iia  head  in  bloud  of  them  (he  overcome^ 

Xerxes  the  Perciankyng  yet  fawe  I  there. 
With  his  huge  hoft  that  draoke  the  rivers  drye, 
Difmounted  hilles,  and  made  the  vales  tiprere. 
His  hofte  and  all  yet  fawe  I  flayne  perdye. 
Thebes  I  iawe  all  razde  howe  it  dyd  lye 
In  heapes  of  ftone6,andTyrus  put  to  fpoyle,  [foyle. 
With  wallet  and  towers  fiat  evened  with  the 

But  Troy,  alas !  (me  thought)  above  them  aU,^ 
It  made  mine  iyes  in  very  tearet  confumc. 
When  I  beheld  the  wofuil  werd  befall, 
That  by  the  wrathful -wyl  of  Gods  was  come : 
And  Jove*s  unmooved  fentence  and  foretiome 
On  Priam  kyng,  and  on  his  towne  fo  bent« 
I  could  not  lyn,  but  I  muft  there  lament* 

And  that  ^  more  fith  Deftinie  wat  fo  fierno 
As  force  perforce,  there  mighrno  force  avayle, 
Bvt  file  muft  fall :  and  by  her  fall  we  learne. 
That  cities,  towres,  wealth,  world,  and  al  (hall 
quayle.  [vayle, 

No  manhoode,  might,  nor  nothing  nought  pre- 
Al  wer  there  preft,  ful  many  a  prynce  and  piere. 
And  many  a  knight  that  fold  hit  deatKfull  deere. 

Not  worthy  Hedor  wurthyeft  of  them  all. 
Her  hope,  her  joye ;  his  force  is  now  for  nought, 
O  Troy,  Troy,  there  is  no  bootc  but  bale ; 
The  hugie  horfe  within  thy  walles  is  brought : 
Tb  J  turrett  fall,  thy  knightet  that  whilom  fought 


In  armes  amyd  the  fyeld,  are  fiayne  in  bed. 
Thy  Gods  defylde,  and  all  thy  honour  dead. 

The  flames  opfpring,  and  cruelly  they  crepe 
From  wall  to  roofe,  til  all  to  cindres  wafte ; 
Some  fyer  the  houfes  where  the  wretches  flepc. 
Sum  ruflie  in  here,  fome  run  in  there  as  faft. 
In  every  where  or  fword  or  fyer  they  tafte. 
The  walles  are  tome,  the  towers  wKurld  to  the 

ground ; 
There  is  no  mtichiefe  byt  may  there  be  found. 

CaiTandra  yet  there  fawe  I  howe  they  haled 
From  Pallas'  houfe,*with  fpercled  trefie  undone. 
Her  wxifies  faft  bound,  and  yvith  Greeks  rout  em- 
paled: 
And  Priam  eke  in  vayne  howe  he  did  runne 
To  armes,  when  Pyrrhus  with  deipite  haih  done 
To  cruel  <kath,  and  bathed  him  in  the  bayne 
Of  his  fonq^s  blud  before  the  altare  ilayne. 

But  howe  can  M5^ryve  the  doleful  fight. 
That  in  the  fiiylde  fo  livlike  layer  did  ihync ! 
Sith  in  this  world  I  think  was  never  wyght 
Could  have  fct  furth  the  halfe,  ifor  halfe  fo  fync. 
I  can  no  more  but  tell  howe  there  is  fcene 
Faycr  Ilium  fall  in  burning  red  giedes  downe, 
And  from  the  foyle  great  Troy  Ncptunus  townc. 

[drawe. 
Herefrom  when  fcarce  I  could  mine  iyes  with- 
That  fylde  with  teares  as  doth  the  fpryngyng  well, 
We  pafled  on  fo  far  forth  tyl  we  (awe 
Rude  Acheron,  a  lothfome  lake  to  tell,  ^ 

That  boyles  and  bubs  up  fwelth  as  blacke  as  hell, 
Where  grifly  Charon  at  theyr  fixed  tide 
Still  ferries  ghoftes  unto  the  farder  fide. 

The  aged  god  no  fooncr  Sorowe  fpyed. 
But  haftiog  (Irayt  unto  the  banke  apace 
With  hollow  call  unto  the  rout  he  cryed. 
To  fwarve  apan,  and  geve  the  godeCTc  place. 
Strayt  it  was  done,  when  to  the  (hoar  we  pace. 
Where  hand  in  hand  as  wc  then  linked  failc. 
Within  the  boate  we  are  together  plaflc. 

And  furth  we  launch  full  fraughted  to  the  brinke, 
Whan  with  the  unwonted  wcght,  the  ruftye  keelo 
Began  to  cracke  a^  if  the  fame  (hould  linke. 
We  hoyfe  up  mad  and  fayle,  that  in  a  whyle 
We  fet  the  (hore,  where  fcarcely  we  had  while 
For  to  arry  ve,  but  that  we  heard  anone 
A  thre  found  barke  confounded  al  in  one.  . 

We  had  not  long  furth  paft,  but  that  we  fawe, 
Blacke  Cerberus  the  hydeous  hound  of  hell. 
With  briftles  reard,  and  with  a  thre  mouthed  jawe^ 
Foredioning  the  ayr  with  his  horrible  yel. 
Out  of  the  diepe  dark  cave  where  he  did  dwell. 
The  godde(re  ftrayt  he  knewe,  and  by  and  by 
He  peafte  and  couched,  while  that  we  pafled  by« 

Thence  cum  we  to  the  horrour  and  the  hel. 
The  large  great  kyngdomes,  and  the  dreadful 

raygne 
Of  Pluto  in  hit  trone  where4ie  dyd  dwcll| 
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*rhe  wyde  wade  pUcet,  tnd  the  hngye  plaync : 
The  waylinget,   ihrykes,   and  fuodrf   fortes  of 

paync, 
The  fyghet,  the  fobbes,  the  diep  apd  deadly  groane, 
Earth,  ayer,  and  all  refoundiDg  playot  aod  moanc 

Here  pcwicd  the  babet,  and  here  the  maydet  tm* 

wed 
With  folded  handet  thcyr  fory  chaunce  bewayled ; 
Here  -wept  the  gyltles  ilayne,  asd  loveri  dead. 
That  flewc  them  feWei  when  nothiog  elfe  avajled : 
A  thoofand  fortes  of  forrowes  here  that  wayled 
With  figbes  and  teares,  fobs,  (hrylces,  and  1(11  jfere. 
That  (oh,  alas !)  it  was  a  hel  to  heare. 

We  ftayed  ns  ftrayt,  and  wyth  a  mfutl  feare, 
Beheld  this  heavy  fight,  while  from  mine  eyes 
The  vapored  teares  downftillcd  here  and  there. 
And  Sorowe  eke  in  far  more  wofnl  wyfe, 
Looke  on  with  playnt,  up  heaving  to  the  (kyes 
Her  wretched  handes,  that  with  l^  crye  the  rout 
Can  all  in  heapes  to  fwarme  ^M  rotmd  about, 

lioe  bera  (faid  Sorrowe)  prynces  of  renowne^ 
That  whilom  fat/>n  top  of  Fortune's  wheele 
Mow  layed  fal  lowe,  like  wretches  whurled  dowae. 
Even  with  one  frowne,  that  ftayed  but  with,  a 

fmyle. 
And  fiow  beholde  the  thing  that  th«tt  erewhil^ 


Saw  oQly  in  thought^  and  what  tbcm  now  Ibal^ 

heare 
Recompt  the  fame  to  I^efar^Kipg,  and  Pier. 

Then  firft  came  Henry  Duke  of  Buckinghvn, 
His  dokc  of  blacke  al  pilde  and  quite  forwome, 
Wringin?  his  handes,    and  Fortune  ofice  dclch 

bume. 
Which  of  a  duke  hath  made  him  now  her  Ikociie, 
With  ghaftly  kwkes  aa  one  in  manner  lome. 
Oft  rpred  his  arnaes,  ftretcht  handes  he  joynes  a* 

faft. 
With  ruful  chere,and  vapored  eyes  upcaiL 

His  (loke  he  rent,  his  manly  breaft  he  beat. 
His  heare  at  tome  about  the  place  it  laye. 
My  hart  fo  moke  to  fee  his  griefe  fo  great. 
As  felingly  me  thought  it  dropt  awaye : 
His  iyes  they  whurled  about  wtthouten  ftxye. 
With  ftormy  fyghes  the  place  dyd  fo  comphyne^ 
As  if  his  hart  at  eche  had  burft  in  twayne. 

Thryfe  he  began  to  tell  his  doleful  tale. 

And  thryie  the  fighes  did  fwallowe  up  his  voyce^ 

At  eche  of  which  he  fiiryked  fo  wythal 

As  though  the  heavens  vied  with  the  noyfe  : 

TyU  at  the  laft  recovering  his  voyce. 

Sopping  the  teares  that  all  his  breft  beraynde^ 

On  ^ruel  Fortune  weeping  thus  he  ^la^ode. 
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^V'o  traftes  tomach  in  hodourS  higkeA  trofae 
And  wirely  watche  not  fly  dame  Fortune*!  (bare : 
Or  who  in  courte  will  beare  the  fwaye  alone. 
And  wyfely  weygh  not  how  to  wyeld  the  care» 
ISehotde  he  me,  and  by  my  death  beware  : 
Wliom  flatterine  Fortune  falfcly  fo  begylde. 
That  loe  ihe  flewe,  where  eril  ful  Imooth  ihe 
ihiylde* 

And  Sackcrylle  fith  In  pttrpofe  nowe  th6a  haft 
The  Woful  lal  of  prydcet  to  diCcryre, 
Wliom  Fortune  1x>th  ilplyft,  and  gayn  downe  caft. 
To  Ihewe  thereby  the  unforety  in  this  life, 
Mark  wel  my  fal,  which  J  (hall  flicwe  belyve, 
Andpaynt  it  furth  that  all  c(bitet  may  knowe : 
Have  they  the  warning,  and  be  mine  the  woe. 

For  noble  blond  made  int  both  prince  and  pier, 
Yea  pierlef  too,  had  reafon  purchaft  place. 
And  Ood  with  giftet  endowed  me  largely  hefe. 
Bot  what   afayles  his  gifte*,  where  faylet  hit 

grace: 
My  mothers  fyer  fprong  of  a  kyngly  race 
And  calde  was  Edmund  Duke  of  Somerfet, 
Bereft  of  lyfe  ere  tyme  by  nature  fet. 

Whofe  (aythful  hart  to  Henry  fyrt  fo  wrought. 
That  nerer  he  hym  in  weale  or  woe  forfooke, 
Tyl  laftly  be  at  Tcwxbury  fyeld  was  cought 
Wherewith  an  axe  his  Tiolent  death  he  toke : 
He  never  could  Kyng  Ed wardcs  party  brooke, 
Tyil  by  his  death  he  voachte  that  qaarell  good. 
In  which  his  fyer  and  graundfyer  fpyh  theyr 
bloud. 

And  fnch  was  erft  my  fathers  cruell  chaunce. 
Of  Stafford  Earlc,  by  name  that  Humirey  hyght, 


Who  evfcr  prc(t  dyd  Henriet  plrtc  ataunc^. 
And  never  ceaft  tyl  at  Saynt  Albones  fight 
He  loft  his  lyfe,  as  than  did  many  a  knyght : 
Where  eke  my  {graundfyer  Duke  of  Buckingham 
Was  wounded  fore,  and  hardly  (kapte  untane. 

But  what  may  boote  to  (lay  the  fillers  three  ? 
When  Atropos  perforce  wU  cut  the  threde : 
The  doleful  day  was  come  When  you  might  (be 
Northampton  ^eld  with  anbed  men  orefpred. 
Where  fate  would  algateshave  my  graundfyer  dead  : 
So  rufhing  furth  amyds  the  fyercell  fight. 
He  lived  and  dyed  there  in  his  matters  rygbt* 

In  place  of  whom,  as  It  befel  my  lot. 
Like  on  a  (bge,  fo  ftept  I  in  ftrayt  waye. 
Enjoying  there  but  wofally,  God  wot. 
As  he  that  had  a  (lender  part  to  playe : 
To  teadie  therby,  in  earth  no  (late  may  ftay. 
But  as  our  partes  abridge,  or  length  our  age» 
So  palTe  we  all,  while  others  fyli  the  (bge. 

For  of  my  felfe.  the  drery  fate  to  playne, 
I  was  fometime  a  prince  withouten  pier. 
When  Edward  Fih  began  his  ruful  raygne. 
Ay  me,  than  I  began  that  hatefuU  yearc. 
To  cumpas  that  which  I  have  bought  fo  deare  : 
I  bare  the  fwynge,  I  and  that  wretched  wyght, 
The  Duke  of  Gloceder  that  Rychard  hyght. 

For  when  the  fates  had  refit  that  royal  prince 
Edward  the  Fourth,  chiefe  myrrour  of  that  namiL 
The  Duke  and  I  fad  joyned  ever  fince. 
In  fsythfull  love,  our  fecrete  driftes  to  frame  : 
What  he  thought  heft  to  me  fo  fcemde  the  lame. 
My  fclfe  not  bent  fo  much  for  to  afpyer. 
As  to  fulfyl  that  greedy  Dukes  defyre  \ 
Tl  iij 
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Ke  prowde  hyghe  towen  thatpreaced  totheflcyc, 
His  cruel  hart  of  fafetie  coald  afltirc  : 
But  dreading  them  whom  he  ihould  d^cme  moft 
furc,  '  [cear, 

Hyra  felfe  his  beard  wyth  burning  brand  would 
Of  death  defervde  fo  vexed  him  the  feare. 

Thi»  mi^ht  fufiicc  to  reprefent  the  fine 

Of  tyrantes  force,  theyr  feares,  and  theyr  unreCb* 

Bnt  hear  this  one,  although  my  hart  repyne 

To  let  the  found  once  fiynk  wythin  my  breft; 

Of  fell  Phereus,  that  abo¥c  the  reft. 

Such  lothfum  cnieltee  on  his  people  wrought. 

As  (oh  alas)  I  tremble  wyth  tht  thought. 

Sura  he  encafed  in  the  coates  of  bearet, 
Among  witylde  beaftes  devoured  fo  to  be  : 
And  fnm  for  preye  unto  the  hunters  fpeares, 
Lyke  favage  beaAes  withouten  ruth  to  dye, 
Sumtime  to  encreafe  his  horrible  cruehye. 
The  quicke  with  face  to  face  engraved  hee, 
Xche  others  death,  that  eche  mou^ht  living  fee. 

Xoe  what  more  cmell  horror  mought  be  found, 
To  purchafe  feare,  if  feare  could  ftaye  his  raygne  f 
It  booted  not,  it  rather  ftrake  the  wounde 
Of  feare  in  him,  to  feare  the  lyke  agayne. 
And  fo  he  dyd  full  ofte  Mid  not  in  vayne  : 
As  in  his  life  his  cares  could  wytnefs  well 
^ut  mofte  of  all  his  wretched  cnde  doth  tell.  > 

yin  owne  dere  wyfe  vrhom  as  his  life  he  loved. 
He  duHl  not  truft,  nor  proche  unto, her  bed, 
But  caufing  f yrd  his  flave  with  naked  fworde 
To  go  before,  him  felfe  with  tremblyng  dread 
■Strayt  foloweth  fad,  and  whorling  in  his  head 
Jiis  rolling  iyen,he  fearcheth  here  and  there 
The  diepc  daunger  that  he  fo  fore  did  feare. 

Tor  not  in  vayne  it  rand  yll  in  his  breft, 

Sum  wretched  hap  (hould  hale  him  to  his  ende. 

A.nd  therefore  alwaye  by  his  pillowe  preft 

Had  he  a  fworde,  and  with  that  fworde  he  wcndc. 

In  vayne  (God  wote)  all  peryls  to  defeode : 

Tor  loe  his  wife  foreyrked  of  his  rayne, 

Sleeping  in  bed  this  cruell  wretchc  hath  flayne. 

"What  ihould  I  more  now  fceke  to  fay  io  this  ? 

Or  one  jot  farder  linger  furth  my  tale  f 

"With  cruel  Nero,  or  with  Phalaris, 

Caligula,  Domician,  and  all 

The  cruell  route  ?  or  of  theyr  wretched  fall  ? 

J  can  no  more,  but  in  my  name  advert 

Al  earthly  powers  beware  of  tyrants  hart. 

And  as  our  (late  endured  but  a  throwe; 
So  bed  in  us  the  (iayc  of  fuch  a  (late 
IVIay  bed  appeare  to  hang  an  overthrowe, 
And  better  teache  tyrantes  deferved  hate 
Than  any  tyrantes  death  to  fore  or  late. 
So  cruell  fccmd^  this  Rychard  Thyrd  to  me. 
That  loe  my  felfe  now  loathde  his  crueltce. 

Tor  when,  alan !  T  faw  the  tyrant  kyn^ 
Content  not  only  from  his  ncphcwcs  twayne 
To  rj\c  wcrLItf  biyflc,  but  alio  iil  wcridcsbeyng, 


Saunce  earthly  gylt  ycaufin^  b<xk  be  Hzynm^ 

My  hart   agreyvcd   that  fuch  a  wretch  ibonld 

raygne, 
Whofe  blnddy  breft  (b  ialvage^  ont  of  kynde^ 
That  Phalaris  had  never  fo  bloddy  a  mimk. 

Ne  could  I  brooke  him  once  vrythin  my  breft, « 
But  wyth  the  thought  my  teeth  would  gooflie 

wythal : 
For  though  I  earft  wer  hts  by  fwome  beliell ; 
Yet  when  I  fawe  mifchtefe  on  milchicfe  fall. 
So  diepe  in  filud,  to  murder  prynce  and  all. 
Ay  then  thought  I,  alas,  and  wealaway. 
And  to  my  (eUie  thus  mooniiiig  would  1  Uj^ 

If  neyther  love,  kynred,  ne  knot  of  Uoad« 
His  own  alegeauace  to  his  prynce  of  dne. 
Nor  yet  the  ftate  of  truft  wheiein  be  ftoode. 
The  worldes  defame,  nor  nought  could  tartt  him 
true.  [rae? 

Thofe  gyltleles  babes,  could  they  not  make,  him 
Nor  could  theyr  youth,  nor  innocence  withal 
Move  him  from  reving  them  theyr  lyfe  and  all  f 

Alas,  it  could  not  move  him  any  jote, 
Ne  make  him  once  to  rue  or  wet  his  iye, 
Sturde  him  no  more  than  that  that  ftyrreth  oot : 
But  as  the  rocke  or  ftone  that  W7I  not  plye. 
So  was  his  hart  made  hard  to  crueltye. 
To  murder  them;  alas  I  weepc  in  thought. 
To  thinke  on  that  which  this  fell  wrctche  hath 
wrought. 

That  nowe  when  he  had  done  the  thing  he  fought, 
And  as  he  would,  complyflit  and  cumpaft  all. 
And  fawe  and  knewe  the  t^afon  he  had  wrought 
To  Ood  and  man,  to  ilaye  his  prynce  and  all. 
Then  feemde  he  fyrft  to  doubte  and  dreadc  us  all, 
And  me  in  chiefe,  whocs  death  all  meanes  he 

myght. 
He  fought  to  wurke  by  malice  and  by  might. 

Such  heapes  of  harmes  upharbard  in  his  breft. 
With  envyous  hart  my  honour  to  deface. 
As  knowing  he  that  I  whych  woted  beft 
His  wretched  dryftes,  and  all  his  curfed  cale. 
If  ever  fprang  within  me  fparke  of  grace, 
Muft  nedes  abhorre  him  and  his  hateful!  race : 
Now  more  and  more  can  caft  me  out  of  grace* 

Which    fodayne    chaunge,   when    I  by  fecxete 

thaunce. 
Had  well  perccyved  by  proofe  of  envious  frowse, 
And  fawe  the  lot  that  did  me  to  advaunce 
Hym  to  a  kyng  tlut  fought  to  caft  me  downe, 
To  late  it  was  to  linger  any  ftowne : 
Syth  prcfent  choyfe  lay  caft  before  myne  iyc. 
To  wurke  his  death,  or  1  my  felfe  to  dye. 

And  as  the  knyght  in  fyeld  among  his  foes, 
Befet  wyth  fwurdes,  muft  flay  or  there  be  flayne : 
So  I,  alas,  lapt  in  a  thoufand  woef, 
Beholding  death  in  every  fydc  fo  playne, 
I  rather  chofe  by  fum  flye  fecrete  trayne 
To  wurke  his  death,  and  I  to  lyve  thereby. 
Than  he  to  lyve,  and  1  of  force  to  dye. 
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Wbkfa  h^rry  choyfc  fo  haftened  mc  to  chofe. 
That  I  in  pautc  agryeved  at  his  difdayne, 
In  part  to  wreke  the  dolefaU  death  of  thofe 
Two  tender  babes,  his  (illyc  nephewes  twayne. 
By  him  alas  commannded  to  be  flayne. 
With  paynted  chere  hambly  before  his  face, 
Strayght  tooke  my  leave,  and  rode  to  Brecknocke 
pUce« 

And  there  as  dofe  and  corert  as  I  myght. 
My  purpofed  pra^fe  to  his  pa0e  to  bryng, 
In  fecrete  dryfte%  I  iingred  day  and  night : 
AU  howe  I  might  depofe  this  cmell  kyng. 
That  feemd  to  all  fo  much  defyrcd  a  thyng, 
As  thereto  trufting  1  empryfde  the  (ame ; 
But  to  much  trufiixig  brought  me  to  my  bane. 

For  while  1  nowe  had  fortune  at  my  becke, 

MilbniUng  1  no  earthly  thing  at  all, 

Unwares,  alas,  leaft  looking  for  a  checke, 

She  mated  me  in  turning  of  a  ball : 

When  leail  I  fearde,  then  nereft  was  my  fall, 

And  when  whole  hoaftes  wer  preft  to  ftroy  my 

foen^ 
She  channged  her  chere,  and  left  me  poft  alone. 

1  had  uprayfde  a  mighty  band  of  men, 
And  marched  furth  in  order  of  array, 
Leadyng  my  power  amyd  the  foreft  Dene, 
Agaynft  that  tyrant  banner  to  difplaye  : 
But  loe  my  fouldiers  cowardly  (hranke  away. 
For  fuch  is  fortune  when  (he  lyft  to  frowne ; 
Who  feemes  mod  fore,  him  fooneit  whurles  ihe 
downe 

O  let  no  prynce  put  truft  in  commontie. 
Nor  hope  in  fayth  of  gyddy  peoples  mynde, 
But  let  all  noble  men  take  hedc  by  mc. 
That  by  the  proofe  to  well  the  payne  do  fynde : 
JLoe,  where  is  truth  or  trult  ?  or  what  could  bynde 
The  vayne  people,  but  they  will  fwarve  and  fwaye, 
As  chaunce  bryngs  chaunge,  to  dryve  aod  draw 
that  way? 

Rome,  thou  that  once  advaunced  up  fo  hjc. 

Thy  ftaye,  patroo,  and  flower  of  excellence, 

Haft  nowe  throwen  him  to  depth  of  miferye, 

Exiled  him  that  was  thy  whole  defence. 

He  compteft  it  not  an  horryble  offence  : 

To  reven  him  of  honour  and  of  fame. 

That  wan  it  thee,  when  thou  hadft  loft  the  fame. 

Beholde  Camillus,  he  that  erft  revy ved 
The  ftatc  of  Rome,  that  dyeng  he  dyd  fynde, 
Of  his  own  ftatc  is  nowe  a|as  dcpry ved, 
Baniflit  by  them  whom  he  dyd  thus  det  bynde : 
That  cruel  folke,  unthankeful  and  unkyude. 
Declared  wd  theyr  falfe  inconftancye. 
And  fortune  eke  her  muubility. 

And  tliou  Scipio,  a  myrrour  mayft  thou  be 
'i'o  all  nobles  that  they  learn  not  too  late, 
Howe  they  once  truft  the  nnftable  comroootye. 
Thou  that  rccuredft  the  torne  difmembred  ftatCi 
Even  when  the  cunqucrour  was  at  the  gate^ 


Art  now  ezpide,  as  though  thou  not  deferred 
To  reft  m  her,  whom  thou  hadft  fo  prcfer?ed« 

Ingrateful  Rome  haft  (hewed  thy  crueltye,  ^ 
On  hym,  by  whom  thou  lyveft  yet  in  fame, 
But  nor  thy  dede,  nor  his  defert  (hall  dye. 
But  his  owne  wurdes  (hal  witnes  aye  the  fame ; 
For  loe  hys  grave  doth  thee  moft  ju(Uy  blame. 
And  with  difdayne  in  marble  fayes  to  thee : 
Unkynde  countrey,  my  bones  (halt  thou  not  fee* 

What  more  nnwurthy  than  this  his  erylc : 
More  juft  than  this  the  wofull  playnt  he  wrote  : 
Or  who  could  (hewe  a  playner  proofe  the  while. 
Of  mofte  falfe  fayth,  than  they  that  thus  forgot 
His  great  de(ertes  :  that  fo  deferred  not : 
His  cindres  yet  loe,  doth  he  them  denye. 
That  him  denyed  amongft  them  for  to  dye;. 

Milciades,  O  happy  haft  thou  be^ 
And  well  rewarded  of  thy  countrey  men. 
If  in  the  fyeld  when  thou  hadft  for  ft  to  flye 
By  thy  prowes  thre  hundred  thQfu(and  men| 
Content  they  had  bene  to  eryle  thee  then  : 
And  not  to  caft  thee  in  depth  prifon  fo, 
Laden  wyth  gyves  to  ende  thy  lyfe  in  woe. 

Alas  howe  harde  and  fteely  hartes  had  they. 

That  not  contented  there  to  have  thee  dye. 

With  fettred  gyves  in  pryfon  where  thou  laye^ 

Increaft  fo  far  in  hateful  crueltye, 

That  buryall  to  thy  corps,  they  eke  denye 

He  wyl  they  g^aunt  the  fame  tyll  thy  fonne  ha,rt 

Put  on  thy  gyves  to  purchafe  thee  a  grave. 

Loe  Hanniball  as  long  as  fired  fate. 
And  bryttle  fortune  had  ordayned  (b. 
Who  ever  more  advauotft  his  countrey  ftate 
Then  thou,  that  ly  vedft  for  her  and  for  no  moe : 
But  when  the  ftormy  waves  began  to  grow, 
Without  refpeA  of  thy  defertes  erwhile. 
Art  by  thy  countrey  throwen  into  exyle. 

Unfrendly  Fortune,  (hall  I  thee  now  blame : 
Or  (hal  1  faulte  the  fates  that  fo  ordayne  ? 
Or  art  thou  Jove  the  caufer  of  the  fame  f 
Or  crueltie  her  felfe,  doth  (he  conftrayoe  i 
Or  on  whom  els  alas  (hal  I  complayne  i 
O  truftles  world  i  can  accufen  none. 
But  fyckle  fayth  of  commontye  alone* 

llie  polipus  nor  the  chameleon  ftraunge. 

That  lurne  them  felvcs  to  every  hewe  they  (ce, 

Are  not  fo  full  of  bayne  and  fickle  chaunge 

As  is  this  falfe  unftedfaft  commontye. 

Loe  I  alas  with  mine  adverfitie 

Have  tryed  it  true,  for  they  are  fled  and  gone. 

And  of  an  hoft  there  is  not  left  me  one. 

That  1  alas  in  this  calamitie 
Alone  was  left,  and  to  my  felfe  monght  playn^ 
This  treafon,  and  this  wretched  cowardye, 
Aod  eke  with  t cares  bewepen  and  complayne 
My  hateful  hap,  ftyll  lookyng  to  be  flayne. 
Wandryng  in  woe,  and  to  the  gods  on  hye 
(^Icapyng  for  vengeance  of  this  treachcryc. 
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And  CI  the  turtle  that  hath  loft  her  make, 
Whom  grypyng  forowe  doth  fo  fore  attaynt. 
With  dolend  voyce  and  found  whych  (he  doth 

make 
julourning  her  lofTe,  f  ylles  all  the  groTe  withplaynt; 
So  I,  alas  !  forfaken*  aod  foriaync. 
With  reftlcs  foote  the  wud  cobae  up  and  downe, 
Which  of  my  dole  al  ihyvcrlng  doth  refowne* 

And  heyog  thus  alone,  and  all  forfake, 
Amyd  the  thycke,  forwandred  in  defpayer. 
As  one  difmayed  ne  wyft  what  waye  to  takei 
Duty  11  at  lad  gan  to  my  mynde  repayer, 
A  man  of  mine  called  Humfrey  Bana(Ur  : 
V{berewyth  me  feeling  much  recomforted. 
In  hope  of  fuccour  to  his  houfe  I  fled. 

Who  heyng  one  whom  earft  I  had  uphrought 

Bvcn  from  his  youth,  and  loved  and  lyked  beft^ 

To  gentrye  fiate  aTaundug  him  from  nought ;  ' 

And  had  in  fccrete  truft  ahove  the  reft. 

Of  fpecyal  truft  nowe  being  thus  dyftrcft 

full  fecreatly  to  him  1  me  conveyed 

14ot  doubting  there  but  1  fliouldfynde  fmiie  ayde. 

But  out  alas  on  cniell  trecherye. 
When  that  this  cayticf  once  an  ynklyng  hard,    ' 
How  that  Kyng  Rychard  had  proclaymde,  that  he 
Which  me  dcfcryed  fliould  have  for  his  rewarde 
A  thouiand  poundes,  and  farther  be  prefarde, 
Hit  truthe  fo  turnde  to  treafon,  all  diftaynde, 
That  fayth  quyte  fled,  and  I  by  uuft  was  traynde^ 

For  by  this  wretch  I  heyng  ftrayt  betrayed, 
To  one  John  Mitton,  (hiriffe  of  Shropftiire  then, 
All  fodaynely  was  taken,  and  convayed 
To  Salifbury,  wyth  rout  of  harneft  men,  / 

tJnto  Kyng  Rychard  there  encamped  then  : 
Jj^  by  the  cityewith  a  myghtye  hofte 
Withonten  doome  Vrhere  head  and  lyfe  I  loft. 

And  with  thefe  wordes,  ai  if  the  are  even  there 
I>iDnembred  had  his  head  and  corps  aparte. 
Dead  fel  he  downe :  and  i/rc  in  woful  feare  - 
Stoode  mazed  when  he  woyld  to  lyef  revert : 
But  deadly  griefes  ftill  grewe  about  his  hair. 
That  ftyll  he  laye,  fumtyme  revived  wyth  payne, 
And  wflh  a  fygh  becuming  dead  agayne. 

Mydnyght  was  cum,  and  e^ry  vitall  thing 
With  fwete  found  flepe  theyr  weary  lyms  did  reft. 
The  beaftes  were  ftill,  the  lytle  hyrdes  that  fyng, 
Ko4»e  fwcetely  flept  befides  theyr  mothers  breft : 
The  olde  and  all  were  ftirowdcd  in  theyr  neft. 
The  waters  cahne,  the  cruet  feas  did  ceas, 
The  wuds,  the  fyeldcs,  and  all  thinges  held  theyr 
peace. 

-The  golden  ftars  wer  whyrlde  amyd  thycr  race. 
And  on  the  earth  did  laugh  with  twinkling  lyght, 
When  eche  thing  nedled  in  his  rcftyng  place, 
Forgat  dayes  payne  with  plcafurc  of  the  nyght : 
The  hare  had  not  the  greedy  hoondes  in  fight. 
The  fearful!  dear  of  death  ftood  not  in  doubt, 
The  partrydge  drcpt  not  of  the  falcons  foot. 


The  ougly  beare  nowe  myndeth  not  the  ftake; 
Nor  how  the  cruell  maftyves  do  hym  tear; 
The  ftag  lay  ftill  ttnroufed  from  the  brake. 
The  fomy  boar  feard  not  the  hunters  fpear. 
All  thing  was  ftill  in  dcfert,  bufli,  and  brcar.  . 
With  quyet  heart  now  from  thair  travailed  rtStf 
Soundly  they  flept  in  midft  of  all  their  reft. 

When  Buckyngham  amidft  his  plaint  oppreft. 
With  furgyng  forowes  and  with  pinching  payn^ 
In  fort  thus  fowned,  and  with  a  figh  he  ceaft. 
To  tellen  furth  the  treachery  and  the  traynes. 
Of  Banaftar,  which  him  fo  ibre  diftrayne«. 
That  from  a  figh  he  falks  into  a  fouode. 
And  from  a  founde  lyeth  ragyng  on  the  gromd. 

So  twiching  wer  the  panges  that  he  aftayed. 
And  he  fo  fore  with  rufull  rage  diftraugbt. 
To  thinke  upon  the  wretch  that  hym  betrayed. 
Whom  earft  he  made  a  gentylman  of  naught. 
That  more  and  more  agreved  with  this  thooght. 
He  ftormes  out  fighes,  and  with  redoubled  fore. 
Stroke  with  the  furies,  rageth  more  and  i 


Who  fo  hath  feene  the  bull  chaled  with  dartet. 

And  with  dyepe  woundes  forgald  and  gored  fb^ 

Tyl  he  oppreikd  with  the  deullye  fmartes. 

Fall  in  a  rage,  and  runne  t>pon  his  foe, 

l«et  him  1  iaye,  beholde  the  ragyng  woe 

Of  Buckyngham,  that  in  thefe  grypes  of  gryefe 

Rageth  gaynft  him  that  hath  b^rayed  has  lyef. 

With  blud  red  iyen  he  ftareth  here  and  there. 
Frothing  at  mouth,  with  face  as  pale  as  doute  : 
When  loe  my  lymmes  were  trembling  all  for  feare. 
And  I  amaxde  ftoode  ftyll  in  dread  and  doubt. 
While  1  mought  fee  him  throwe  his  annes  about: 
And  gayuft  the  ground  bim  felfe  plonngewich 

fucn  force. 
As  if  the  lyfe  forth  wyth  fho«Id  kave  the  corps. 

With  fmoke  of  fyghes  fumtyme  I  myght  beholde 
The  place  al  dymde,  like  to  the  memyng  myft : 
And  ftrayt  agayne  the  teares  how  they  downroMe 
Alongft  his  cheekes,  as  if  the  ryvers  hyft : 
Whoes  flowing  ftreemea  nc  wer  no  fooncr  Irhift, 
But  to  the  flars  fuch  dreadfull  flioutes  he  fent, 
As  if  the  trone  of  mighty  Jove  ihonld  rest. 

And  I  the  while  with  fpirites  wd  nye  bereft. 
Beheld  the  plyght  and  panges  that  dyd  him  fbayitf , 
And  howe  the  bind  hb  deadly  colour  left. 
And  ftrayt  returnde  with  flamyng  red  agayne : 
When  fodaynly  amid  his  ragyng  payne, 
He  gave  a  fygh,  and  with  that  fygh  he  fayed : 
O !  Banaftar,  and  ftrayt  agayne  he  flayed. 

Dead  Iaye  his  corps  as  dead  as  any  ftone, 
Tyll  fwellyng  fyghes  ftormyng  within  his  breft 
/Uprayfde  his  head,  that  downe  ward  fell  anone. 
With  lookcs  upcaft,  and  fyghes  that  never  ceaft  : 
Furth  ftreamde  the  teares,  recordcs  of  his  uoreft. 
When  he  wyth  ihrykes  thus  giovcUug  on  the 

ground, 
YbraycJ  thefe  wordes  with fhrj Hand  dolcfulfound. 
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i^eaveo  and  earth,  aod  ye  eternal  latnpes 
That  in  the  heaven*  wrapt,  wyl  us  to  reft, 
'JThou  bryghtPhebe,  thatcleareft  the  nightes  dampet, 
Wttnet  the  playntes  that  in  thefe  panges  oppreik 
I  wofttl  wretche  unlade  out  of  my  breft. 
Anid  let  me  yeald  my  laft  wordet  ere  1  part. 
Yon,  yon,  I  call  to  record  of  my  (mart. 

And  thou,  Aledo,  feede  me  wyrh  thy  foode, 
l^et  fal  thy  Terpentet  from  thy  fnaky  heare. 
For  fuch  relyetc  wel  fittea  me  in  this  moode, 
T'o  feede  my  playnt  with  horror  and  wyth  feare» 
While  rage  atrelhe  thy  venomd  worme  arear. 
And  thou  Sibilia,  when  thou  feeft  me  faynte, 
Addres  thy  felfe  the  gyde  of  my  complaynt. 

And  thou,  O  Jove,  that  with  thy  depe  fordoome 
Doft  rule  the  earth,  and  raygne  above  the  fkyes. 
That  wrek'eft  wronges,  and  geveft  the  dreadful 

doome 
Agaynft  the  wretche  that  doth  thy  tronc  defpyfe, 
Recey ve  theOs  wurdes,  and  wreake  them  in  fuch 

wyfe, 
▲»  heaven  and  earth  may  witnefTe  and  beholde, 
Thy  heapes  of  wrath  upon  this  wretche  unfolde. 

Thou,  Baoafter,  gaynft  thee  I  clepe  and  call 
Unto  the  gods,  that  they  juffc  vengeaunce  take 
On  thee,  thy  bloud,  thy  ftaysed  ftocke  and  all  r 
O  Jove,  to  thee,  above  the  reft  1  make 
My  humble  playnt,  guyde  me  that  what  I  fpcake 
May  be  thy  wyll  upon  ihys  wretche  to  fall. 
On  thee,  ^maftar,  wretche  of  wretches  all. 

O  would  to  God,  that  cruel  difinal  daye. 
That  gave  me  lyght  fyrft  to  behold  thy  face. 
With  fowle  eclipfe  had  reft  my  fyght  away : 
The  unhappy  hower,  the  tyme,  and  eke  the  place, 
The  funne  and  moone,  the  fters,  and  all  that  was 
In  theyr  afpedes  helping  in  ought  to  thee. 
The  earth,  and  ayer,  and  ^  accurfed  bee. 

And  thou,  caytief,  that  Kke  a  monftar  fwarved. 
From  kynde  and  kyndfnes,  haft  thy  mayftcr  lorne, 
Whom  neyther  tmth,  nor  truft  wherein  thou  fer- 

ved, 
Ke  his  defertes,  conld  move,  nor  thy  fayth  fworne 
Howe  ftiall  I  corfe,  but  wyih  that  thou  unborne 
Had  bene,  or  that  the  earth  had  rent  in  twaye, 
And  fwalloWed  thee  in  cradle  as  thou  laye. 

To  this  did  I  even  from  thy  tender  youth 
Witfave  to  bryng  thee  Up  :  dyd  I  therefore 
Beleve  the  oath  of  thy  undoubted  trouth  ? 
Advaunce  thee  up,  and  truft  thee  evermore  ? 
By  trufting  thee  that  I  ftiould  dye  therefore  f 
O  wretche,  and  wurfc  than  wretche,  what  (hal  I 

fay, 
But  cleap  and  curfe  gaynft  thee  and  thyne  for  aye? 

Hated  be  thou,  difdaynd  of  ever/'wyght^ 
And  poynted  at  wbete  ever  that  thou  goc, 
A  trayierous  wretche,  unwurthy  of  (he  light, 
Be  thou  eftemcd  :  and  to  encreafe  tJiy  woe, 
'The  found  be  hatefull  of  Uiy  n^me  a!^ ; 


And  in  this  fort  with  (hame  and  iharpe  reproche^ 
Leade  thou  thy  life  till  greater  grief  approch. 

Dole  and  defpayer,  let  thde  be  thy  delist. 
Wrapped  in  woes  that  can  not  be  unfoJde, 
To  wayle  the  day,  and  wepe  the  weary  night. 
With  rayny  iyen  and  fyghes  can  not  be  tolde,    ' 
And  let  no  wyght  thy  woe  leeke  to  withholde  : 
But  coumpt  thee  wurthy  (wretche)  of  forrowes 

ftore. 
That  fuftryng  mach,  oughteft  ftill  to  fufier  more. 

Dcferve  thou  death,  yea  be  thou  demed  to  dye 
A  (hamefull  death,  to  ende  thy  ftiamefull  lyfc  ; 
A  fyght  longed  for,  joyfull  to  everye  iye. 
Whan  thou  ftialt  be  arraygned  as  a  thief, 
Standing  at  bar,  and  pleading  for  thy  lyef. 
With  trembling  toung  in  dread  and  dolors  rage, 
Lade  with  white  lockes,  and  fowerikor^  yercs  of 
»gc. 

Yet  ftiall  not  death  delyver  thee  fo  foone 

Out  of  thy  woes,  fo  happye  ftiak  thou  not  bee  5 

But  to  the  eternal  Jove  this  is  my  booae. 

That  thou  may  live  thine  eldeft  fonne  to  fee 

Reft  of  his  wits,  and  in  a  fowle  bores  ftye 

Tc  ende  his  daycs  in  rage  and  death  (iiftreft, 

A  wurthy  tumbc  where  one  of  thyne  flioald  rdkf' 

And  after  this,  yet  pray  I  more,  thou  may 
Thy  fecond  fonne  fee  drowned  in  a  dyke, 
And  in  fuch  ibrte  to  dofe  his  latter  daye,  • 
As  heard  or  feen  earft  hath  not  bene  the  lyke : 
Yftrangled  in  a  puddle  not  fo  deepe 
As  halfe  a  foote,  that  fuch  bard  lofle  of  lyfe. 
So  cruelly  chaunft,  maj  be  thy  greater  gryefe« 

And  not  yet  /hall  thy  hugie  forrowes  ceafe ; 
Jove  flial  not  fo  withholde  his  wrath  fro  thee, 
But  that  thy  plagues  may  more  and  more  increati 
Thou  flialt  ftill  lyvc,  that  thou  thy  felfe  mayft  fee 
Thy  deare  doughter  ftroken  with  leprofye : 
That  flic  that  earft  was  all  thy  hole  delyght. 
Thou  now  mayft  loath  to  have  her  cum  in  Gghu- 

And  after  that,  let  ftiame  and  forrowes  gryefe 
Feede  furth  thy  yeares  continually  in  wo. 
That  thou  mayeft  live  in  death,  and  dye  in  lyef. 
And  in  this  forte  forewayld  and  wcaryed  fo. 
At  length  thy  ghoft  to  parte  thy  body  fro  : 
This  pray  [  Jove,  and  wyth  this  latter  breathi 
Vengeaunce  1  afke  upon  my  cruell  death. 

This  fayd,  he  floung  his  retchles  armcs  abrode. 
And  groveling  flat  uppn  the  ground  he  lay. 
Which  with  his  teeth  he  al  to  gnaftit  and  gnawed: 
Depe  groanes  he  fct,  as  he  that  would  awaye.    ' 
But  loe  in  vayne  he  dyd  the  death  aifay  : 
Although  1  thinke  was  never  man  that  knewe. 
Such  deadly  paynes  where  death  dyd  not  enfewe. 

So  ftrove  he  thus  a  while  as  with  the  death, 
Nowc  pale  aj  lead,  and  colde  as  any  ftone. 
Nowc  ftyl  as  calme,  nowe  ftorming  forth  a  breath 
Of  fmoaky  fyghes,  as  breath  and  al  were  gone : 
But  every  thing,  hath  eude :  io  he  anonc 
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Came  to  him  relfe,when  wyth  a  fygfa  ontbrajed, 
"With  wofol  cheare  the(e  woful  wurdcs  he  iayd. 

Ah  where  am  I,  what  thing,  or  whence  is  this  ? 
"Who  reft  my  wjt$  ?  or  howe  do  I  thus  lye  i 
My  Hms  do  quake,  my  thought  agafted  it, 
V^by  fyghe  I  fo  ?  or  whereunto  do  I 
Thus  grovel  on  the  ground :  and  by  and  hf 
TJpra^de  he  ftoode,  and  wyth  a  fygii  hath  flayed, 
'When  to  him  felfe  returned,  thus  he  fayed. 

Suflfifeth  ndwe  this  playm  and  this  regrete* 
Whereof  my  hart  his  bottome  hath  unfraught : 
And  of  my  death  let  pieres  and  princes  wete 
The  woWes  untrnft,  that  they  thereby  be  taught. 
And  in  her  wealth,  fith  that  fuch  chaunge  is 

wrought, 
Hope  not  to  much,  but  in  the  myds  of  all 
Thinke  on  my  death,  and  what  may  them  befall. 

So  long  as  fortune  would  penny t  the  fame, 
I  lyved  in  rule  and  ryches  wyth  the  heft : 
And  paft  my  time  in  honour  and  in  fame ; 
That  of  mifhap  no  feare  was  in  my  brefk  : 
Butfalfe  fortune  whan  I  fufpeded  leaf^, 
Dyd  turne  the  wheele,  and  wyth  a  doleful!  fall 
Hath  me  bereft  of  honour,  life,  and  all. 

Loe  what  avayles  in  ryches  finds  that  flowes : 
I'hough  fhe  fo  imylde  as  all  the  world  wer  his : 


Even  hinges  and  kefars  bydcn  fortunes  dirowe|| 
And  (imple  forte  mnft  bear  it  as  it  \$. 
Take  hede  by  me  that  blithd  in  balefoH  bltfle  : 
My  rule,  my  riches,  royall  blad  and  all. 
Whan  fortune  frounde,  the  feller  made  my  bSL 

For  hard  mi(baps  that  happens  unto  fuch, 
Whoes  wretched  ftate  earft  never  feU  no  chaunge, 
Agryve  them  not  in  any  part  fo  much. 
As  theyr  diflres  to  whome  it  is  fb  ftraonge. 
That  aU  theyr  ly  ves  nay  pafied  pleafures  raunge  : 
Thcyr  fodayne  wo  that  ay  wield  welth  at  will, 
Algates  their  hartes  more  pearcii^iy  mufl  thrilL 

For  of  my  byrth,  my  bind  was  of  the  heft, 
Fyrfl  borne  an  Eark,  than  Duke  by  due  difcent  s 
To  fwinge  the  fway  in  coort  amonge  the  reft. 
Dame  Fortune  me  her  rule  moft  largely  lent  : 
And  kynd  with  corage  fo  my  corps  had  blent. 
That  loe  on  whom  but  me  dyd  fhe  mofl  fmyle  i 
And  whom  but  me  lo,  dyd  fhe  moft  begyle  f 

Now  hafl  thou  heard  the  whole  of  my  nnhap. 
My  chaunce,  my  chaunge,  the  caufe  of  all  my 

care : 
In  wealth  and  wo,  how  fortune  dyd  me  wrap. 
With  world  at  will  to  win  me  to  her  fhare. 
Byd  kynges,  byd  kefars,  byd  all  ftates  beware. 
And  tell  them  this  ft^mi  me  that  tryed  it  true  : 
Who  recklcs  rules,  right  fbone  may  hap  to  nic^ 
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Jfi.,  which  Is  commonly  called  the  indefinite  arti- 
cle, it  really  nothing  more  than  a  corruption  of 
'  the  Saxon  adjedivc  ane  or  an,  before  a  fubftan- 
^▼c  beginning  with  a  confonant.— -It  is  fon^- 
timet  prefixed  to  another  adje^ive,  the  fabftan- 
tive  to  which  both  belong  being  vnderftood, 
#.  £,  A  Frere  there  was,  a  wanton  and  a  mery. 
—It  it  alfo  joined  to  nouns  plural  taken  collec- 
tively, as,  an  hundred  frankes,  a  thoufandfrankes, 
•—and  to  fuch  as  are  not  ufed  in  the  fingular 
number,  as  a  liftes.  So  the  Latins  faid  Um  U^ 
tera^  Cic  ad  Att.  v.  9,  and  the  French  formerly 
^nes  lUesy  vruj  Uitra^  unts  trevet,     Froijfart^  ▼.  i. 

c-  I53i  »37f  ▼.  ii.  c  78 

A,  prep*  before  a  gemnd,  is  a  corruption  of  on. 
To  go  a  begging,  i.  e.  on  begging.  The  prep, 
is  often  ezpreflcd  at  length;  on  hunting  ben 
they  ridden;  To  ride  on  hawking.— In  the 
fame  manner,  before  a  noun  it  is  generally  a 
corruption  of  on  or  in  ;r.  g,  a'bed ;  a*fire ;  a*  God- 
dcs  name;  a'morwc;  a'night;  a'werke;  though 
in  fome  of  thefe  inftances  perhaps  it  may  as 
weU  be  foppofed  to  be  a  corruption  of  at. — A, 
in  compofitidn,  in  words  of  Saxon  original,  is  an 
fibbreviation  of  af  or  of,  of  at,  of  on  or  in,  and 
often  only  a  corruption  of  the  prepofitive  parti- 
cle ge  or  y.  In  words  of  French  original  it  is 
generally  to  be  deduced  from  the  Latin  ab,  ad, 
and  fometimes  cz 

A,  i^^rj,  ah ! 

Abacke,  adv.  Sax,  backwards 

Abaift,/tfr/./a.  Fr,  abaihed,  afliamed 

Abate,  v.  Fr.  to  beat  down 

Abawcd,  part,  pm,  Fr.  elbai,  aftonilhed;  I  was 
abawed  for  mar?elle.  Orig,  Moult  m'elbahy  de 
la  merveiUe 

Abegge,abeye,  able,  v.  Sax*  to  foficr  for 

Abet,  II.  SoM,  help 

Abide,  v.  Sax,  to  fiaj 

Abidden?  ^  _^  ^ 

Abiden  if^f 

Abit/ar  abideth 

Able,  adj,  Fr,  fit,  proper 

Ahottfpart.pa,  of  abate 

Abought,/tfr/./a.  of  abegge 

Al>onten,/r^;  Sax,  M-Bugam,  about 

Abraide,  v.  Sax.  to  awake,  to  fiart.    Sec  iPnude 

^MiActfa,  u  awa^d,  iUned. 


Abtede,  adv.  Sax,  abroad 

Abrege,  v.  Fr.  to  (horten,  to  abridge] 

Abroche,  t».  Fr.  to  tap,  to  fct  abroach;  fpoken  of 

avefiel  of  liquor 
Abufion,  n.  Fr.  abufe,  impropriety 
Accefle,  n.  Fr.  properly  the  approach  of  a  fever,  a 

fever 
Accidie,  n,  Fr.  from  Axn^c,  Gr.  negligence ;  ari« 

fing  from  difcontent,  melancholy,  &c. 
Accord, «.  Fr.  agreement 
Accord,  V,  Fr.  to  agree 
Accordeden«  pa,  t.pt. 

Accordant,?  ^ , 

According,5>^''*^''- 

Accufe,  V.  Fr.  to  difcover 

Achate,  m.  Fr.  purchafe 

Achatour,  n.  Fr.  a  purchafer,  a  caterer 

Acheked,/tfr/.^a.  Sax,  choked 

Acheve,  v.  Fr.  to  accomplilh 

Ackele,  (akele)  v.  Sax,  to  cool 

Acloye,  «.  may  perhaps  mean  to  cloy,  to  embamfi 

with  fuperfluity 
Acoi^,  V,  Fr.  to  make  quiet 
Acomberd,/ar//a.  Fr,  encombered 
Acrolkc,  adj.  Fr.  crooked,  awkward. 
Adawe,  v.  Sax.  to  awake 
Ado,  V.  Sax.  to  do ;  it  it  ufed  to  etpre(s  the  Fri 

a  faire,  to  have  ado;  to  have  to  do ;  and  don  all 

that  they  ban  ado.  Etfactttt  ce  fu*ih  dthftxi  faire« 
Adon^  (corruption  #f  of-don  j  pari.  pa.  Sam.  done 

away 
Adon,/r.  n.  Adonis 
Adoun,  adv.  Sax,  downward 
Adrad,  zdrzdc,  part,  pa,  of  adrede,  v.  Sax,  afraid 
Adriane  for  Ariadne,  pr.  n. 
Advertence,  n,  Fr,  attention 
Advocacies,  n.pl.  Fr,  law-fuits 
Advocas,  n.  pi,  Fr,  lawyers,  advocates 
Afered,  iferde, part,  pa.  Sax.  afraid,  frightescd 
Affede,  n.  Lat.  affedion 
A  ffermed,  part,  pa.  Fr,  confirmed 
Affie,  V.  Fr.  to  truft 
Afiray,  v.  Fr.  to  affright 
Affray,  x.  Fr.  difturbance,  fear 
Affiriken,/r.  n.  the  elder  Scipio  Africanus 
Afile,  V.  Fr.  to  file,  poliih 

Aforen,  afome,  afore,  adv.pr^*  Sax.  ga-firan^  be« 
fore* 
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Again,  /r^u  Sax.  againft,  toward,  aJv 

Agafte,  V.  Sax.  to  terrifx 

Agaft,for  agafted,/ar/../v7.  terrified 

Agathon,  fr.  n,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  concerning 
this  writer,  except  that  one  of  the  fame  name 
u  quoted  in  the  proL  (o  the  rragcdie  of  Cam- 
bifcSfhy  Thomas  Prefton.  There  is  no  ground 
for  fuppofing,  with  Gloff.  Ur.  that  a  pbilolb- 
pher  of  Samoa  it  meant,  or  any  of  the  Agathoes 
of  antiquity 

Agcint,/r^.  agiunft 

Agen,  adv.  again 

Agilte,  V.  Sax.  to  offend,  to  fin  agalnft 

Agiltt,  for  agiited,/0. 1,  fimied 

Ago,  agon,  for  jgou^  part. fa.  Sax,  gone,  paft 

Agree,  Fr.  a  grc,  in  good  part 

Agrefe,  (a*grefe)  in  grief 

Agrege,  v.  Fr.  to  aggravate 

Agrcvtd,  fart.  fa.  Fr,  injured,  agrieired 

AgriTe,  v.  Sax.  to  flindder,  to  make  to  ihudder 

AgTo{e,fa,  I.  (huddered,  trembled 

Agtotcdy  fart. fa.  cloyed,  furfeited ;  agrotone  with 
mete  or  drinke.  Jngttrgit:  Prompt,  panr. 

Affuilcr,  X.  Fr.  a  necdlc-cafc 

Ajuft,  V.  Fr,  to  apply 

Akehorns,  m,  ft.  Sax .  aeoms 

Aknowe,  fart,  fa.  Sax.  to  ben  aknowe ;  I  am  a- 
kivowe;  I  acknowledge 

Alt  alle,  atif.  Sax.  all;  al  and  fom,  the  whole 
thing ,  at  al,  in  the  whole ;  over  all,  through 
the  whole ;  in  alle  manere  wife,  by  every  kmd 
of  meant;  at  alle  nghtet,with  every  thing  rc- 
qnifite 

'Alain,  fr.  n.  a  poet  and  divine  of  the  lith  century. 
Befide  hit  FianQut  Natxrm^  or  Plaint  of  Kinde, 
which  is  here  quoted,  he  wrote  another  poem 
in  Latin  verfc,  called  Anticlaudianus.  For  the 
left  of  his  workt  fee  F^bru,  Bibl,  Med.  Mt,  in  v. 
Alaxms  dt  Jmfutis 

Alder,  aller,  gem,  ta,  fl.  of  all ;  it  it  frequently 
joined  in  compofition  with  adjedivet  of  the  fu- 
perL  deg.  e.  g,  alderfirfl ;  alderlaft ;  alderleveft ; 
firft,  laft,  deareft  of  all 

'A1>  all,  adv.  Sax,  generally  anfwers  to  the  Lat. 
am/lino;  al  alone,  quite  alone;  al  hbl,  entire; 
al  holly,  entirely ;  all  in  one,  at  the  fame  time ; 
all  newe,  anew ;  al  only,  folcly,  fingly.  \t  is 
fometimet  ufed  elliptically  for  although,  or  all 
be  it  that ;  all  tell  I  not  now  as  now  his  obfer- 
vancet;  all  be  ye  not  of  o  complexion 

Alargcd,/tfr/.^.  Fr,  eftargi,  given  largely 

Alaons,  x,  fl,  a  fpeciet  of  dog.  They  were  much 
^efteemed  in  Italy  in  the  14th  century.  Gua/v. 
'de  la  JUnxmot  [ap.  Murator.  Antiq.  Med.  M,  t, 
II.  p.  394,]  commendt  the  governors  of  Milan, 
*'  quod  equot  emiflariot  equabus  magnit  com- 
*•  mifcuerunt,  et  procreati  funt  in  noftro  tcrri- 
**  torio  Deftrarii  nobilet,  qui  in  magno  pretio 
**  habentur.  Item  Caxn  Alax<u  alt»  ftaturs  et 
**  mirabilis  fortttudinis  nutrire  ftuduerunt" 

'Alayne,  «.  Fr,  allay,  a  mixture  of  bafe  metal 

Albification,  x.  Lat,  a  chemical  term  fo^  making 
white  [fait 

Alcaly,  X,  Arab,  a  chemical  term  for  a  fpeciet  of 

Alchymiilre, «.  Fr*  alch^mi{^ 


Aldrian,  fr.  n,  a  Har  on  the  neck  of  the  lion,  9p« 
Ale  and  bred.  This  oath  of  Sire  Thopat  on  'alo 
and  bred  wat  pcrhapt  intended  to  ridicule  th« 
folemn  vowt  which  were  frequently  made  in 
the  daymof  chivalry  to  a  peacock,  a  phealant. 
or  fomc  other  noble  bird.  See  M.  de  Smixie  Pm^ 
hye,  Sur  Pane,  ebeval.  Mem,  lllxn,  I  will  add 
here,  from  our  own  hiftory,  a  moft  renuricaUe 
imftancc  of  this  ftrange  pradice.  When  fid- 
ward  I.  was  fetting  ouc  upon  hit  laft  expeditioQ 
to  Scotland  in  1 306,  he  knighted  hit  eldefk  (ba 
and  feveral  other  young  noblemen  with  great 
folemnity.  At  the  clofe  of  the  whole,  (fayt 
Matthew  of  Weftminfier,  p.  454,)  **  Allati  font 
**  in  ponipatica  gloria  duo  cygni  vel  WWrr  ante 
**•  regem,  phalerati  rctibut  aureit  vel  fiftmlis 
*^  deauratis,  dc0derabile  fpe^culom  intucnti* 
**  bus.  Quibus  vi{l%  Rex  vbax  v^vit  Deo  c^  H 
"  Olf's'^  (^  proficifci  in  Scotiam,  mortem  Johao* 
'*  nis  Comynet  fidcm  Uefam  Scotorum  vivua 
*'  five  mortuus  vindicaturus,*'  &c.  Thit-prac* 
tice  is  alluded  to  in  Dunbar's  wifh,  that  the  kum 
v>ere  yobiK  Tbomftxm'u  xian,  mL  Maidaxd,  (L  S-i 

I  wold  gif  all  that  ever  I  have 

To  that  condition,  fo  God  me  falf, 

1'hat  ye  had  votvit  to  ihefwam 

AtXit  yelr  to  be  Johne  Thomfonnit  man. 

And  fo  in  the  Prol.  to  the  Contin.  of  The  Cant.  T, 

the  Hofieler  fays — I  mak^  a  vowe  to  the  pccoc^ 

ther  fhall  wake  a  foulc  mift 
Alcgc,  «.  Fr.  to  alleviate 
Alegeance,  ».  Fr.  alleviation 
Aleis,  Jt.  Ft,  alifc,  the  lote  tree 
Alcmbikcs,  n.fl.  Fr.  vclTclsfor  diflilling,  fliHt 
Ale.ftake,  n.  Sax.  a  flake  fct  up  before  an  alehonfo 

by  way  of  fi^n 
Alcye,  m.  Fr.  an  alley 

Algates,  Algate,  adv.  Sax.  always;  toutetfois 
Algezir,  fr.  n.  a  city  of  Spain 
Alight,  V.   Sax,  to  defcend;  alight,  fa,   t,  §ot 

alighted 
Alifaodre,;^.  n.  Alexandria,  a  city  in  Egypt 
Allege,  V.  Fr.  to  alledge 
Almageft,  fr.  x.  the   Arabs,  called  the  VUyxX^ 

twraJ^iof  Ptolomee  Almagefthi  or  Ahnegifthi^ 

a  corruption  of  Miytm   See  D*Herbelot,  in  v. 
Almandret,  x.ft.  Fr.  almond  trees 
Almcife,  n.  Sax.  from  the  X^t.  Gr.  eleemofyna^ 

alms,  AlmeCfes,//. 
Alnath,  fr.  x,  the  firft  ftar  in  the  horns  of  Ariev 

whence  the  firft.manfion  of  the  mooa  taket  iu 

name,  Sp. 
Alonde,  (a*londe)  on  land 
Along,  fref.  Sax.  whereon  it  was  ahwg,  by  what 

it  was  occafioned ;  on  me  it  noaght  along  thine 

evil  fate,  thy  ill  fure  it  not  occafioned  by  me 
Aioicdy  fart.  fa.  Fr.  pfaifed 
Aloue,  V,  Fr,  to  allow,  to  aj^prove,  hit  dedct  ace 

to  alowe  for  hit  hardynefle,  therefore  lordft 

alow  him  litle,  or  lyften  to  his  reafon 
Alowe,  adv.  Sax.  low 
Alpes,  X.  ft,  bulfinchcs 
Alt,  c»mj.  Sax,  alfo,  a< 
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Amftlgvniog,  a  cbemica)   tenn  for  mixing  of 

quicklUvcr  with  any  metal  ' 

AmbaiTatrie, «.  Fr,  embafly 
Ambes  as,  two  aces  at  dice,  />• 
Ambling,  part,  pr,  Fr, 
Amende,  v.  Fr,  to  mend 
Amenufe,  v  Fr,  to  JeiTen 
Anic[ved,  pari,  pa,  Fr,  moved 
Amiaft,/r.  m,  the  city  of  Amient 
Amiddesy/n^.  Sax.  at,  or  in  the  middle 
Amis,  adv.  Sax.  ill,  badly.  See  Mis  , 
Amonei^e,  v,  Fr.  to  admonilb,  to  advlfe 
Among,  a<iv.  Sax,  together,  at  the  fame  time,  mt 

the  Sime  place,  /)».  198,  ever  among,  ever  at 

the  fame  time.  Con/.  Am.  114,  b. 
AmongeSf/ri*/.  Sax,  among 
Amorette,  n,  Fr.  an  amoroos  woman.-— And  eke 

as  well  by  [r.  be]  amorettcs.— Car  au^  biemfont 

smomrettfs^  orig. 
Amorily,  is  perhaps  put  by  miftake  for  merrily. 
Amortiied,/ar«.  pa,  Fr,  killed 
Amorwe,  on  the  morrow  [Cons 

Amphibologies,  u,  pi,  Fr,  Cr,  ambiguous  exprcf- 
An,  for  on,  pr<p, 
Ancille,*.  Lat,  t  maid-fervant 
Ancre,  m.  Fr.  anchor 
And,  €9tij.  Sax.  if 
Anelace,«.  a  kind  of  knife  or  dagger,ufually  wotnat 

the  girdle.  Sec  G/ef.  to  M,  Paru,  in  v,  4^aUuiiu 
Anes,  adv.  for  ones  oQc^ 
Anhang,  v.  Sax,  to  hang  up 
ADtentiflcd,  part.  pa.  Fr.  reduced  to  nothing 
Apight,  in  the  night 
Anl^r,  n.  Sax.  an  anchorite  or  hermit 
Asnueller,  n,  a  prieft  employed  folely  in  finging 

annuaU,  or  annivcrfary  mafles  for  the  dead 
Annunciat,/dr/.^.  Lat,  foretold 
Anoie,  n,  Fr.  hurt,  trouble 
Anoie,  v,  to  hurt,  to  trouble 
Aooifni,  adj.  hurtful,  unpleafant 
Antem,  a.  Sax,  an  anthem 
Anticlaudian,  the  title  of  a  Latin  poem  by  Alanut 

de  Infulis.  See  Aiah 
Antilegius,^.  m,  Antilochus,  i)«.  1064.  [anthems 
Ajitiphonere,  n.  Lat,  Gr,  a  book  of  antiphones  or 
Asivelt,  M,  Sax,  an  anvil,  Du.  11 65. 
Any,  adj.  Sax,  either,"  one  of  two.  It  ufually  figni- 

fies  one  of  many 
Apaid,/af/./)0.  Fr.  paid,  (atisfied 
Apaire,  v,  Fr,  See  Apcirc 
Ape,  m.  Sax.  metaphorically  a  fool,  the  monke put 

in  the  minnet  hode  an  ape,  and  in  his  wife's 

eke,  the  monk  made  m  fool  of  the  man  and  of 

his  wife  too— Win  of  ape. 
Apcire,  V,  Fr,  to  impair,  to  detrai^  from;  our 

(late  it  apeiret    to  be  impaired,  to  go  to  ruin. 
Apert,  adj,  Fr,  open,  prive  and  apert,  in  private 

and  in  public 
Apies,  for  opies,  m,pl,  Fr,  opiates 
Appalled,  ^i^.^a.  Fr,  made  pale 
Apparaile, «.  Fr,  to  prepare 
Apparence,  x,  Fr,  an  appearance 
Appcrccive,  v.  Fr.  to  perceive 
Apperceivings,  n.pl.  perceptions 
Appetite,  v.  Fr,  lo  dcfire ,  to  c^v^; 


Appofe,'  V.  Fr.  to  ohyt^t  to,  to  <iQeftlon«   It  fecmt 

to  be  a  corruption  of  oppofe 
Approver,  n.  Fr,  an  informer 
Aprcntifc,  ».//.  Fr.  apprentices,  novices 
Aqueintablc,  adj.  Fr,  cafy  to  beacquainted  with 
Aquite,  *».  Fr,  to  pay  for 
Ar«ce,  V.  Fr.  to  draw  away  by  force 
Arande,  m.  Smx.  a  melTage 

Arayc,  if.  Fr,  order,  fituation,  clothing,  equipage 
Arayc,  v.  Fr,  to  drcfs,  to  difpofc. 
Arblafters,  «.  //.  Fr,  arbaleftret,  engines  to  caik 

darts,  &c 
Archangel,  m,  the  herb  fo  called ;  a  dead  nettle, 

GloiT  Ur. — In  the  orig.  ic  is  melange,  the  bird 

which  we  call  a  titmoulc 
Archebiihop,  IT.  Sax.  Lat.  an  archbilhop 
Archedekcn,«.  Sax.  Lat.  an  archdeacon 
Archediacre, «.  Fr.  Archdeacon 
Archewives,  wivci  of  a  fuperior  order 
Ardure,  x,  Fr,  burning 

Arede,  v.  Sax,  to  it)terpret,  Du.  2S9.  See  Redo 
Areife,  v.  Sax.  to  raife 
Arerage,  m.  Fr,  arrear 
Arefone,  v.  Fr.  arraifoner,  to  rcafon  with 
Arefte,  n.  Fr,  arrefttcondraint,  delay 
Arefte,  v,  Fr.  to  ftop 
Arctte,  V  Fr,  to  impute  to 
Argoil,  n.  Fr,  potters  clay 

Aricte,  pr,  m,  Aries,  one  of  the  (igns  in  the  sodia^ ' 
Ariflotle,/r.  m.  a  treatife  on  perfpe<^ive  under  hit 

name  i»  mentioned  by  Vincent  of  Beauvais  in 

the  13th  century,  Spec,  Hifior,  1.  iii.  c.  84,  Ext9$ 

etiam  tiber^  qui  dititmr,  Per/pgffiva  AriAotclis 
Anvage,  m,  Fr,  at  arivaile 
Arivaile,  x.  Fr.  arrival 

Ark,  X,  Lat,  m  part  of  the  circumference  of  a  circle 
Arme,  n,  may  perhaps  be  put  for  defence,  fecurity 
Arm-gre'te,  adj.  Sax,  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm 
Armipotent,  ad/,  Lat.  mighty  in  arms 
Armles«  ad/.  Sax,  without  an  arm 
Armorike,  pr.  m.  Baffc  Bretagne  in  France,  called 

anciently  Britannia  Armorica 
Armure,  x.Fr,  armour 
Arn,  pL  n.  of  am,  v.  Sax,  arc 
Amolde  of  the  newe  town,  pr.  x.  of  a  phyfictan 

and  chemift  of  the  15th  century.  See  Fahru* 

Bihl.  Med.  Mt.  in  v.  Arnaldus  VHlanovanut 
Aroume,  feems  to  (ignifyat  large;  arowme,  or 

more  utter,  remote,  deprope.  feorfum.  Prompt. 

Parv.  [cefllvcly 

AVow,  in  a  row,  probably  from  the  />.  rue,  fuc- 
Arfmetrike,  n.  Lat.  arithmetic 
Arte,  «.  Lat.  to  conftrain 
Artelries,  n,pl.  Fr,  artillery 
As,  adv.  Sax,  alfo ;  oxmno  Jie,  As  faft,  Tery  faft ; 

as  fwith,  very  quickly,  immediately  [fay 

Afcaunce,  aikow,  afide,  iideways ; — at  if,  at  if  to 
Aihen,  x.  pL  Sax,  aihet 
Aflake,  v.  Sax.  to  flacken,  toabau 
Afpe,  m.  Sax,  a  fort  of  poplar 
Afpen,  adj,  of  an  afp 
Afpie,  V.  Fr.  to  efpy 
Afpre,  adj,  />.  rough,  (harp 
A(prenefle,  n,  iharpneft 
AUaut,  A.  Fr,  aifault 
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AiTeth,  m,  Fr,  fofficlent,  eoough 

Afllfe, «.  Fr  fitaacion 

Aflbik, «.  Fr,  to  ablbhe,  to  anr«rer,airoileth,  imp. 

m,  2d  perf.  pi. 
Aflbmoned « part,  pa.  fammoned 
Aflitre,  9,  Fr,  to  cpofide 
Afterte,  v.  Sax,  to  efcape,  to  relcafe ;  afterte  for 

afterted,^r/.  pa. 
Aftoned,  auooied,  part,  pa,  Fr,  confounded,  afto- 

nilhed 
A(belabre,  «./>.  allrolabe 
Aftrologien,  m,  Fr,  aftrologer 
A£wcyiedjpart,pa,  Sax,  ftupified,  at  in  a  dream 
Afwone,  in  a  fwoon  / 

At,  attc,^nn^.  Sax,  at  after  fouper,  as  foon  as  fup- 
per  was  nnilbcd ;  at  day,  at  break  of  day ;  at 
on,  of  one  mind 
Atake,  v.  Sax.  to  oYertakc->for  ataken,/ar/./tf. 
A*thre,  in  three  parti 
Attamed,  part,  pa,   Fr.  eatame^  opened,  begun, 

uftcd,  felt,  difgraced 
Attempre,  aJJ,  Fr.  temperate 
Attemprely,  adv,  Fr,  temperately 
Attour, «.  Fr,  head-drefs 
Attry,  attcrly,  atfj.  Sax.  poifonous,  pemidout 
A*tvflnntt  a* two ;  in  two,  afunder 
Avale,  V.  Fr.  to  lower,  to  let  down,  to  fall  down 
^▼s^nce,  v.Fr.  to  advance,  to  profit 
Avant,  II.  Fr.  boaft 
Avantage, ».  Fr,  advantage 
Avantc,  v.  Fr.  to  boaft 
Avaunt,  aJv,  Fr.  forward 
AQ<^oritee,  «.  Zat,  a  teit  of  Scripture  or  of  fome 

refpedable  writer 
Av<^our,  ti.  Lat.  a  writer  of  credit 
Avcnaunt,  adj.  Fr.  becoming 
Aventaile,  ji.  Fr.  the  fore  part  of  the  armouf  Si. 

the  aperture  for  breathing  in  a  helmet 
Aventure,  n.  Fr.  adventure 
Averrois,  pr,  n,  £bn  Rofchd,  an  Arabian  phyficlan 
of  the    lath  century.    Sec  D^Herhel^t  in  v. 
Rofibd, 
Avicen,  pr,  n.  £bn  Sina,  an  Arabian  phyfician  of 

the  i«th  century.  See  D*HerbeUt  in  v.  Sina 
Aught,  n.  Sax,  any  thing.  It  is  fometimes  ufed  as 
an  adverb;    if  that  the  childet  mother  were 
aiight  ihe,  can  he  ought  tell  a  merry  tale  or 
twcie  ? 
Aught, /tf.  /.  of  owe,  as  ought 
Aught-wherc,  adv.  Sax,  any  where 
Augrim,  a  corruption  of  Algorithm 
Augrim  ftones,  the  pebbles  or  counters  which 

were  anciently  ufed  in  numeration 
Avis,  JI.  Fr,  advife 
Avifand,  part,  pr,  obfcrving 
Avife,  V,  Fr.  to  obfcrve ;  avifeth  you,  imp.  m.  %d 
perf.  pi. ;  look  to  yourfelves,  take  care  of  your- 
felves 
Avifion,  II.  Fr,  vifion 
Aunible,  h,  Fr,  an  ambling  pace 
Aumener, «.  Fr.  aumoniere,  a  purfe 
Auraere,  m,  aumere  of  filke,  bourfe  de  foy,  orig.  It 
feems  to  be  a  corruption  of  aumener.         [ture 
Aonue,  v,  Fr,  corruption  of  avcnturei^  to  advcn- 
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Aontrons,  a^.  adventurous 

Aurora,  the  title  of  a  Latin  metrical  verfion  of 
feveral  parts  of  the  Bible  by  Petrus  dc  Riga,^ 
Calon  of  Rhcims,  in  the  lath  century.  Leyfer, 
in  his  Hjft,  P»et.  Med,  Mvl.  p.  691 — 736,  has 
given  large  extrads  from  this  work,  and  among 
others  the  paflage  which  Chaucer  feems  to  have 
had  in  his  eye 

Aure  Jebal  varios  ferramenti  notat  i^s. 
Pondera  Tbrat  in  V\%.  Con  fona  qusqoe  facit. 
Hoc  inventa  modo  prius  ell  art  mufica,  quam« 

vis 
Pythagoram  dicant  banc  docuifle  prios. 

Avouterer,  avouter,  n.  Fr.  an  adulterer 

Avouteric,  avoutrie,  it.  adultery 

Avow,  n.  Fr,  vow 

Auter, «.  Fr,  altar 

Awaite,  n,Fr,  watch 

Awaiting,  part.  pr.  keeping  watch 

Awaped,  part,  pa.  Sax,  confounded,  fhiiMfied 

Awayward,  adv.  Sax,  away 

Awrcke,  v.  Sax.  to  revenge 

Aze,  V.  Sax,  to  a(k 

Axing, «.  requeft 

Ay,  adv.  Fax.  ever 

Ayel,  *.  Fr.  grandfather 

Ayen,  adv.  and  prep,  again 

Aycnfi,  prep,  againft 

Ayenward,  adv.  Sax,  back 


Ba,  V.  feems  to  be  formed  from  baffe,  ♦.  Fr.  to  ki& 
Bacheler,  «.  Fr.  an  unmarried  man,  a  knight,  one 

who  has  taken  his  firft  degree  in  an  univcriity 
Bachclerie,  «.  Fr,  knighthood,  the  bachdcrie,  th^ 

knight 
Bade,/<7.  /.  of  bede 

Baddcr,  ccmp.  d.  of  bad.  adj.  Sax.  worfe 
Bagge,  V.  to  fwcll,  to  difdaio,  Si. ;  rather  perhaps 

to  fquint 
Baggingly,  adv.  feems  to  be  the  tranflation  of  e» 

iorgnoyant,  fquintingly 
Baillie,  «.  Fr,  cuftody,  government 
Baite,  v.  Sax.  to  feed,  to  flop  to  feed 
Balance,  n.  Fr,  doubt,  fujfpenfe,   I  dare  lay  in 

balance  all  that  I  have,  1  dare  wager  all  that 

1  have 
Bale,  a.  Sax,  mifchicf,  forrow 
Bales,  r.  iaiah,  pr.  n.  Fr.  a  fort  of  baftard  ruby 
Balkes,  n.  pi.  Sax  the  timbers  of  the  roof 
Balled,  adj.  fmoot'h  as  a  ball,  bald 
Bandon,  w.  Fr.  See  Du  Cange  in  v.  Abandons.  Ta 

her  bandon,  to  her  difpofal;  a  fon  bandon, 

orjg. 
Bane,  n.  Sax,  dcftnif^ion 
Barbe,  m,  a  hood  or  muffler  which  covered  the 

lower  part  of  the  face  and  the  (houldcrs.   ScQ^ 

Du  Cange  in  v.  Barbuta 
Baren,  p»,  t.pl.  of  here,  v.  Sax,  bore 
Bargaine,  n,  Fr,  contention 
Bargarct,  a.  Fr,  bergerctte,  a  fort  of  fong 
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birme,  n.  Sax»  the  lap 

Barme-cloth,  an  aproo 

Baire,  n,  Fr,  a  bar  of  a  door,  a  ftripe 

BarVeiiie,  a^.  Sax,  barren 

Baiilicok,  «.  a.  a  bafUUk 

Bafle, «.  Fr.  a  kift 

B^Aing.pmrt.pr,  tevnng  flightlf 

Bttukd,  ^H.  pm,  Fr.  embuticd 

Bathe,  for  bothe 

Bathe,  v.  Sax.  we  (hould  rather  fay  to  baflc 

Baude,  offj.  Fr.  joyout 

Bauderie,  baudric, «.  pimping,  keeping  a  bawdy* 

honfe 
Bandy,  atg.  dirty,  with  bandy  cote^  Zy^,  Trs,  b. 

ix.  f.  26.  b. 
Bayard,  /r.  m.  Fr,  oHginally  a  bay  horfe ;  a  horfe 

in  general 
Bay-window,  a  large  window,  probably  fo  called, 

fcecaufe  it  occupied  a  whole  bay^  i.  r.  the  fpacc 

between  two  crofsbeamt 
Be,^f^.  Sax^,  by 
Be,  for  hetDt part. ^,  Sax, 
Beau  Semblant,  Fr.  fair  appearance 
Bean  Sire,  Fr,  fair  Slr^  a  mode  of  addreft 
Bebledde,^r/./a.  Sax.  covered  with  blood 
Beblotte,  v.  Sax.  to  ftaiu 
Becke, «.  Fr.  to  nod 
Beclappe, «.  Sax.  to  catch 
Bodafied,  ^orlk  y^.  Sax.  made  a  fool  of.  See  Daffe 
Bede,  v.  Sax.  to  order,  to  bid,  to  offer,  to  pray ;  to 

bede  bit  necke,  to  offer  his  neck  for  execution 
Bedote,  v.  Sax.  to  make  to  dote,  to  deceive.    See 

Dote 
Dedrede,  a^.  Sax.  confined  to  bed 
Bedreinte,^r/.^.  drenched,  thoroughly  wetted 
Been,  n,  pi.  Sax.  beet 
BefiU,  for  befeU,^.  /.  of  befali,V.  Sax. 
Beforen,  beforne,  a4k'.  tad  prep.  Sax.  before 
Begiled,  part.  pa.  Fr.  beguiled 
hcgon^part.pa.  of  bego,  v.  Sax.  gone ;  wel  begon, 

in  a  good  way ;  wo  begon,  far  gone  in  wo ; 

worfe  begon,  in  a  worfe  way ;  with  gold  begon, 

painted  over  with  gold,  a  or  paimtett  orig. 
Begonne,  pari.  pa.  of  beginne,  «.  Hax,  begun 
Behalve,  m.  Sax.  half,  fide  or  part 
BeheUe, «.  Sax.  to  promife 
Behete,  v.  Sax.  to  promife 
Behewe,/ar/./tf.  Sax.  coloured.  See  Hewe 
Behighte,  v.  Sax.  promife 
Behighte,  part.  pa.  promifed 
Behightcn,/«.  t.pl.  promifed 
Behove,  •.  Sax,  behoof,  advantage 
B«;iaped,^r#./a.  Sax.  tricked,  laughed  at 
Beknowne,  9.  Sax,  to  coofelt 
Bellamy,  Fr.  good  friend 
Beleve,  n.  Sax,  belief;  his  bekve,  hit  creed 
Belle,  #iif./«".  I^r.  fair 
Belle,  «•  S0X.  to  roar 
Belle  chere,  Fr.  good  cheer 
Belle  Ifaude,  F.  iii.  707,  the  fiur  Ifaude,  the  miC- 

treft  of  Triftan ;  (he  is  called  Ifoud^ 
Belout,  A.  Sax.  beUows 
Bcme9,'m,pt.  Sax,  trumpett 
3«D,  h/,  m.  Sax,  to  be,  pr,  f.  pi,  arc,  p&H.  pa. 

been 
Vot.t 
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Benched, /«rf. /a.  fomtlhed  with  benches 
Bende,  x.  Fr.  a  band  or  horizontal  ft  ripe 
Bending,  m,  ftriping,  making  of  bands  or  ftripes 
Bene,  a.  Sax.  a  bean,  and  al  n'as  wurth  a  bene 
Benedicite !  f.af.  an  exclamation,  anfwering  to  oar 

ble(s  ut !  it  was  often  pronounced  at  a  trifyllabley 

Bencite : 
Benjgne,  «<jr.  Fr.  kind 
Benime,  v,  >av.  to  take  away 
Benifon,  n.  Fr.  bened*^on 
Bcnomen^pafi.pa.  of  benime,  taken  away 
Bent,*.  Sax.  the  bending  or  declivity  of  a  hill 
Berained,/tfff./«.  Sax.  rained  upon 
Befde,  m.  itax.  beard  ;  to  make  any  one'tberde,  to 

ch^rat  hiro. 
Bere, «.  Sax.  a  bear 
Bere,  v.  "^ax.  to  bear,  to  carry;  to  here  in  or  on 

hand,  to  accufe  fal(ely,  to  perfuade  falfely;  to 

here  the  belle,  to  carry  the  prize 
Bere, «.  Sax,  a  bier,  a  pillowbear 
Bering,  a.  Sax.  behaviour 
Berme,  n.  Sax.  yeft  . 

Bernard,  pr.  m.  L.  W.  16.  St  Bernard,  Abbot  of 

Ciairvanz  in  the  1  irh  century.   Our  author  al- 
ludes to  a  proverbial  faying  concerning  htm, 

Bernarius   ipft  mon   vldit  omnia.     See  Hoffman 

in  V. 
Bernard,  pr.  m.  a  phyfidan  of  Montpelier  in  the 

13th  century 
Berne,  m.  Sax.  a  barm 
Beiant,  m.  Fr.  a  piece  of  gold,  fo  called  becaufe  fird 

coined  at  Byzantium,  now  CooftantinopU,  SJ^, 
Befeke,  v.  Sax.  to  bcfcech 
Befet,  hcfcttCt part.  pa.  6ax.  placed,  employed 
Bcfcy,  part.  pa.  of  bcfec,  v.  Sax.  befeen ;  evil  bc- 

fey,  iU-befeen,  of  a  bad  appearance  ^  richly  befey, 

of  a  rich  appearance 
Befhct,  part.  pa.  Sax.  (but  Op,  1 

BcHirewc,  v.  Sax,  to  curfe 
Befidc,/r/^.  Sar.  by  the  fide  of 
Befmotred,  part.  pa.  Sax.  ixnuttcd 
Be fpct,  part.  pa.  Sax,  fpit  upon 
Bedadde,  beftad,   part.  pa.  Sax.  fituated;   it  is 

fometimrs  ufcd  in  an  ill  fcnfe  for  dilb'cffcd 
Bcfte,  n.  Fr.  a  bcaft 
Bcfty,  adj.fup.  Sax.  heft 
Befy.  atfj.  Sax.  bufy 
Bet,  bette,  ath.  comp.  for  better 
Betake,  v.  Sax,  to  give,  to  recommend  to 
Betaught,^^.  /.  reconmiendcd  to 
Bete,  V.  Sax.  to  prepare,  make  ready;  to  bete 

fires,  to  make  fires— to  mend,  to  heal;  to  bete 

nettcs,  to  mend  nets ;  to  bete  fprwe,  to  heal 

forrow 
Bete,  V.  Fr,  to  beat 
Beteeche,  v.  as  betake 
Beth,  imp.  m  Tjpirf.  pi.  Sax,  be  ye 
Betid,  betidde,/a.  t.  tt  part,  of  betide, «.  Sax.  hap* 

pened 
Betoke,  pm.  t.  of  betake,  recommended 
^etraifed,  part.  pa.  Fr,  betrayed ;  thci  have  bc- 

traifed  thee 
Betwix,  betwixen,/r^.  ^x.  between 
Bcwepe,  v.  Sax.  to  weep  over 
Bcwrrv,  bcwi:t,  v.  Sax,  to  difcov^r 
Uu 


ik 

Beye,  #.  S/ne,  to  buy.    ^  Abqr^ 

Beyete./ar/  /«  Sa$c  begotten 

BialacoU,  fr.  n.  Fr.  Bei-mccocil,  covrtcbttt  itcep* 
tion 

Bibbed, /«ff  pd.  T^.  Ahok 

Bibk,  n.  I  r.  aaf  froM  book 

Bicchel  booet,  ufed  in  pUyiog  a  particular  Imd 
of  game  of  hazard 

Bidde,  V.  as  bede 

Bie,  V.  Siiaf  to  fufier.     Stc  i'tteye 

Big]'ne,/r.  n  Kr.  Begoine,  a  oon  of  %  ccrtmia  or- 
der.    See  Du  Camge  in  v.  J^hhut 

Biker,  m    n^ r.  a  quarrel 

Biider, «.  i'ax  a  builder;  the  bildcr oke,  the  oak 
ufed  in  building 

Bill, «.  a  letter 

Bi&iene,  v.  Sax.  to  beiUota 

Bim,  for  bindeth 

Birde  for  bride,  *.  Sme.  ■■  hir  diere  waa  fimple 
sis  birde  in  bour,  /.  r.  at  bride  in  chamber— 
JimpUfkt  commt  Une  e/potifcty  orig. 

Bifmare,  n.  ^a^r  abnfive  fpeech^  and  bold,  and 
abiding,  bifmaret  to  fuficr 

Bit,  for  biddeth 

Bitore,  n.  ^r.  a  bittern 

Bitrent,/ffr#.  pm.  twitted,  carri^  round ;  perhapt 
from  the  Sax»  cireuvid*re 

Biwopen,/«rf.  pa.  of  bewepe,  drowned  in  tears. 

Blancmanger,  m.  Fr.  feems  to  have  been  a  very 
different  difli  in  the  thne  of  Chaucer,  from  that 
which  is  now  called  by  the  fame  name.  There 
is  a  receipt  for  making  it  hi  raf.  Harl.  one  of 
the  ingredients  it  the  brawne  of  a  capon  teafed 
fmall 

Blaiidife,  v.  Fr,  to  flatter 

Blanche  frf ere.  See  C^tgrave  in  ▼.  Fit^rtt  hUmchf$t 
the  agues  wherewith  maidem  that  have  the 
greenucknefs  are  troubled;  and  hence  il  a  la 
Jievtes  biancbes,  cither  he  is  in  lovc  or  fick  of 
wantonnefs 

BIc,  n.  Sax.  colour 

Blec  pr.  n  a  for^ft  in  Kent.  I7r, 

BIcine,  h.  Sax.  a  puftule 

Blend,  V  ^ax.  to  blind,  to  deceive 

Blend, /tf.  /.  of  blend 

Bit-nt.^a  /  ofblench«,9. 5Vrx.(hrinked,(larted,a(ide 

£lcred,/ar/  pa.  :ax.  in  its  literal  fenfe  i»  ufed  to 
defcribe  a  particular  difordcr  of  the  eye,  attend- 
ed with  forenefs  and  dimnefs  of  fij^ht;  but 
more  commoply,  in  Chaucer,  a  man*i  eye  is 
faid  to  be  blercd,  meUphoricallyi  when  he  is 
any  way  impo£ed  upon 

Blcve,  V.  Sax.  to  ftay 

Blin,  V     a^.  to  ceafe 

BlilTe,*     tfx.  tublefa 

B!ivc,  bclivc,  adv.  Sux.  qutcklf 

Blofme,  K   Sax.  bloffom,  v  to  bloflbm 

Bloftny,  adj.  full  of  blofloms 

Bub-up-and  down,^r.  n.  of  a  town  in  the  road  to 
Canterbury :  it  is  not  marked  in  the  common 
maps 

Bobance,  m.  Fr.  boafting 

Bochc, »  Fr.  boffe,  a  fwcHing,  a  wen  or  Voil 

B^hW,  brden,  part,  pa,  of  hide,  tr.  Sax.  bidden, 
commanded  i 
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Bode,^  t.  of  bide, «.  Sm,  i 

Bode  m'  Sax.  a  ftay  or  de]sy,aa  ooua 

Bodekin,  m.  Sax.  a  dagger 

Boece,  pr.  «.  Boethiui.    Hn  laoft  popibr  wotk^ 

De  Comfdativu  FbU^ifkis^  was  Craoftatcd  hf 

Chaucer  certainly  before  1381,  and  ptobaUf 

m^ch  earlier;  the  refledHana  ea  preMboadoA 

(of  which  there  i»  do  tfiee  ift 

are  almoft  entirely  taken  from  Bo.  «•  /r.  j. 
Boifte,  II.  /V  a  box 
Boiftous,  a^.    ax.  boiftcroot,  nafh, 
BoiftoaHfy.  a^.  roQghly 
Bokeler, «.  Fr.  a  buckler 
BokeUng,  part  pr.  Fr.  bncUiDg 
Boket,  H  Sax.  a  backet 
Solas,  «.  bullact,  a  fort  of  f^rnnfr  or  ioo 
biile  armoniac,  Armenian  earth.  Fr.  Gfm 
Bollen,  part  pa.  of  bodge,  9*  Smc.  fwaitaa 
Bolt,  m.  ^ax.  an  arrow,  belt*uprigkt,  ftraig^  m 

an  arrow 
Bone,  II.  Sax.  s  boon,  petition,  he  bade  heoa  a&  m 

bone,  he  made  a  requeft  to  them  att. 
Boras,  m  Fr  borax 
Bord,  m.  />.  a  border;  tbe  fide  of  a  ftip;  om 

bord 
Borde,  m.  Sax.  a  table 

Birdel, «.  Fr.  a  brothel — bordeUwomes,  wlwwt 
dordellers,  x.  pi  keepers  of  bawdyboalea 
Borel«  II.  Fr.  bureau,  coarfe  doth  of  a  brows  co* 

loor.     See  Du  Caxft  in  v.  BxrMu 
Borel,  adj.  made  of  plain  eoarfe  ftatf    borai  Uty 

borel  men,  laymen. 
Borwe,  •    Sax.  a  pledge;  hath  hud  to  borwet 

hath  pledged  ;  have  here  my  feidt  to  borwe  s 

have  here  my  faith  for  a  pledge;  Seint  JoIm  C» 

b'  rwe ;  St.  John  being  my  fecority. 
Bofard, ».  Fr.  a  buzzard,  a  ^eciea  of  hawit  «^l 

for  fporting 
BolTe,  n.  Fr.^  protuberance 
Boft,  «.  Sax  pride,  boafting 
Bod,  adv.  aloud;  he  cracked  bod 
Bote,  ff  Sax.  remedy,  help,  profit 
Bote,  V  Sax.  to  help 
Bi^te,/«  /.  of  bite,  «.  Sax  bit 
Botelcs,  ad}  'a«.  bootlcfs,  remcdileft 
Botel,  bottclle,  a.  Fr.  bottle 
Boteiiie,  n.  Sax.  a  botterfiy 
Bothc,  ad/.  Sax.  two  together ;  oar  bothe  labour, 

the  labour  of  us  two  together ;  mwfirmm  tadt 

rum  iahor 
Bothe,  C9nj.   is  generally  uftd  tO  copalate  tw» 

mcmbecs  of  a  iimteoce,  but  foaMttmet  niOf«« 

And  rent  adoon  borhe  wall,  and  rafter—^ 
To  whom  bothe  heveop  and  erthe,  and  fee, 
isfene. 

So  the  Greeks fometimes  ufed  A^V**  ^^-  O.  yS. 

Bothom,  M.  1  r.  bouton,  a  bud,  particularly  of  a  roUe 
Bougeron,  n   fr.  a  Sodomite 
Bought on-under-bIee,/r.  n.  Of  a  town  hi  Kent* 
Bouke,  X.  Sax.  the  body 

Boultc,  V.  Sax,  to  fifi^  to  ftparate  the   flo«r  ef 
wheat  from  ihe  braa 


jBovo,  «^.  Soft^TeaAfi  asd  bwid  hdin  tU  to  be 

bowne 
BouQtee,  n.  Fr.  goodncft 

Bonrde,  v.  f>.  to  jeft. 

Bti«rdoa,»i>.afUff; 

9ottre, «.  5a».  a  honfe^  a  chamber 

JfaHve,  «.  5^.  a  bofi;;-  a  dogge  lor  the  bowe;  a 
dog  uibd  in  (hoocing. 

^xe,a.  a  blow 

3racer,«.  Fr.  armoar  for  the  arm 

BradwardiD,  pr,  »,  Thomas  Bradwardiact  Aoch^ 
biihop  of  Caoterbufy  in  1349.  His  book  D* 
Ca^fa  Dd^  to  which  oar  luuhor  ajludct,  it  in 

'    print* .    See  Tommt  in  «.  £ratUvmrdmm$ 

jtMide,  m  Saif.  a  fiart 

Sraide,  9.  Sax.  to  awake,  to  ilart.  See  Abratde« 
Mt  of  hit  wit  he  braide,  be  ran  out  of  hit  fen- 
ie»;  to  takex>ff    . 

Araket,  «.  BfH,  bn^god,  a  fweet  drink  made  of 
the  wort  of  ale»  honef »  and  fpice :  it  it  flill  in 

«  life  in  Wales..    Richards  in  v.  Bragod 

in&\^  m»  a  wood  nfed  in  dying  to  give  a  red  co* 
lour.  9ee  Huetiana,  p.  a6i.  in  the  invento- 
ry of  the  effeds  of  Henry  V.  Rot.  Pari.  H. 
VI.  m.  30,  it  the  following  article,  ii  Qrwmdti 

.  ftett  A  BrsciU,  pris  tis.  viiid. 

jimtt,  m.  Salt,  a  coarie  mantle 

Brech,  m.  Sax.  breeches 

BreJe,  m.  Sax.  breadth  ;  in  brede,  abroad 

Brfme,a4f.  Anr.  furiotis 

Brenne,  v.  Sax.  to  bom— Bre&t,  /a;  t.  &  fitrt, 

.  bornt 

Bre&ningly,4iAy.  Sax.  hotly 

^eres,  u.  pi.  Fr.  briars 

Brefte, «.  Smx.  to  boril 

jk«&>fal,  a^.  the  fenle  is  mndi  more  clear  than  the 
etymology. 

Bribe,  n.  Fr.  properiy  what  »  given  to  a  beggar ; 
wbat«s  given  to  an  extortioner  or  cheat, 

Briben,  irf.  m.  Fr.  to  beg,  or  perhaps  to  HeaL^ 
See  Rot.  Pari.  »a  E.  IV.  n.  30,  have  ftolcn  and 
bribed  fignetts  (cygncta.)  And  fo  in  P.  P. 
ZZ5,  b.  a  bribonr  forms  to  fignify  a  thief^j  at 
bribort,  pilort,  and  pikeharncis,  are  claiTcd  to- 
gether i  and  dill  more  |»lainiy  in  X«ydg.  Tra. 

"VVho  ikveth  a  thefe  whan  the  rope  is  knet— * 
With  fcmie  (afe  tume  the  bribour  will  him 
^te. 

Seealib  ancient  Scottifh  Poems,  p.  f  7 1,  ft.  vit.  1.3 
3riboares.  Upon  fccond  thoughts  I  believe  that 
1  was  wrong  in  adopting  this  word  from  mil  Ct 
z,  and  that  we  ihouM  rather  read,  with  other 
mif.; 

Certaine  he  lliew  of  briberies  mo. 

Bridale,  .m.  Smw,  a  marriage  fcaft 
Briddes,  m.  pL  Sax.  birds 
Brige^  ft.  Fr.  contemion 
Brikcy  a.  Sax.  breach,  ruin 
BriflHor,  Ajju    See  Bttm^ 
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Brocage,  a.  a  treaty  by  a.  brokec  oragieot 

Brophe,  originally  the  tongue  of  a  buckle  or  dalp; 
.   and  from  thence  the  buckle  or  ela^  itikl^ 

3roided,  pari.  pa.  Fr.  braided,  woven 

Brokkiog,  part.  pr.  throbbing,  quaverinj^ 

Bromcholme,/r.  «.  a  priory  in  Korfolk 

Broode,  a.  Fr.  a  torch 

^roften,  part.  pa.  of  breftc 

Bfotd,  tf^.  Sax.  britde 

Brotelne^e,  m.  brittlencfle 

Brotherhed,  x.  Sax.  brotherly  alFedtoa 

Brooded, /nrf./o;,  Fr.  ^mtf  embroidered. 

Bronken,  in/,  m.  Saxt,  to  brook,  enjoy,  ufe 

Buckes  horne,  a  buck's  horn;  to  blow  the  bilciM^ 
home  it  put  for  any  nfelelb  employment. 

Bttffette, «.  Fr.  a  blow 

Bugle-hom«  x.  a  drinking  veffel  made  of  bont— 
Olofl*.  l/r.  disrives  it  from  hieu/x  (orxx;  tltt 
glofll  to  Ane.  Scott  ^o.  explains  bowgle  to 
mean  a  bu&lo. .  1  have  been  told  chat  in  fome 
paru  of  the  north  a  bull  is  no^  called  a  boogiet 

Bumble,  v.  Sax.  to  make  a  humming  noife;  it  it 
ufcd  to  defcnbe  the  noife  made  by  a  bittern 

Burdoun,  x.  Fr.  hwrdm,  a  humming  noifb;  tht 
baisinmufirir 

Buriels,  x.  pi.  Sax.  burying  place! 

Burned,  part.  pa.  Fr.  burnilhed- 

Burnel  the  alTe.  The  dory  fuppofes  that  th« 
prieH's  fon,  when  he  was  to  be  ordained,  di* 
reded  hit  fervant  to  call  him  at  cockch>wingv 
aod  that  the  cock  whofe  legp  he  had  formerly 
broken  having  overheard  thit,  jAirpofely  re» 
fraioed  from  crowing  at  hit  ufual  time,  by 
which  artifice  the  young  man  yrvta  fuficred  to 
fleep  till  the  ordination  was  over. 

Bumette,  x.  Fr.  bnmrttt^  cloth  dyed  of  a  brown  co» 
lour.     See  Dx  Cgag*  in  9.  Burmatxm. 

Bulk,  a  bu(h 

Butte,  but,  adv.  &.  c»mj.  Sax.  but,  fed— «n1efs,  xlS^ 
1  ne'ere  but  loft,  am  effta  xifi  ptriita-^Qnlj^ 
which  that  am  but  lomc. 

But,  pr*p.  Sax.  without,  gloff.  tfr.  I  cannot  hf 
that  I  have  myfelf  obfcrved  this  prepofition  in 
Chaucer,  but  I  may  have  overlooked  iL  Th« 
Saxons  ufcd  it  very  frequently,  and  how  long 
the  Scottiih  writers  have  laid  it  afide  I  am 
doubtful.  It  occurs  repeatedly  in  Bp.  Douglat| 
but  rpot  OF  fault,  p.  3  I  53 ;  poete  but  pere,  pi 
9. 1.  19;  but  and  l«n,  p.  123, 1.  40^  without 
and  within ;  iut  am  and  bixxax,  originally,  1  fup« 
pofe,  ki  utax  and  bi  ixxax.  By  and  with  are  of^ 
ten  fynonymous. 

Buxome,  adj.  Sax.  obedient,  civil 

finxnmly,  adv.  Sax.  obediently 

By,  pnp.  Sax.  has  fometimcs  the  (ignificatjon  of 
in ;  by  the  morwc,  in  the  morning  or  daytime; 
by  his  lifef  in  his  lifetime.  It  is  fometimes  ufcd 
adverbially ;  by  and  by,  near  bard  by.— ^By  aod 
hft  JigiUatkx,  Fr9mpi.  Parv.  thcfe  were  hit 
wordes  by  and  by,  1.  #.  fevrrally,  diftin^y ; 
and  fo  perhaps  this  phrafe  (hould  be  undesftood^ 
in  the  paflages  above  quoted* 

Byfome.    See  Befome 

B/|eve»  i^.  Sasfi  to  ftay 

Ualj 


^ 


GLOSSARY 


Byraft,  part,  pa,  of  byuetc,  v.  S«c.  bcrecvcd,  taken 

away 
Byword,  n.  Smx.  a  prorerb 


Cacchc,  V.  to  catch 

Cadence,  m.  Fr.  a  fpeciet  of  poetical  compofition 

Caimid.^r.  n.  of  a  city  in  Bretagne 

Caitif,  m,  &  mj.  fr.  thitif^  a  wretch,  wretched 

Calcination. «.  Fr,  a  chemical  proceit  by  which 

bodies  are  reduced  to  a  calx 
Calculedf/a.  /.  Fr.  calculated 
Caleweit,  probably  mifwiitten;  the  original  has 

la  poire  du  eaiUotut.     Cotgrave  foys  that  eaiUouet 

is  the  name  of  a  very  fweet  pear 
Calidone,  pr.  h.  it  (hould  be  Lacedomie 
Caliophia,^.  n.    We  (bould  rather  read  Calypla, 

with  the  two  Bodl  mS.  for  Calypfo. 
Calle,  II.  Fr.  a  fpcdesof  cap 
Camaille, «  Fr.  a  camel 
Cameline,  ».  Fr.  a  fluff  made  of  camel's  half 
Camufe,  adj.  Fr.  flat 
Can,  V.  Sax.  to  know.    See  Connc 
Cananee  ad;.  Fr.  Cananean 
Cane,/r.  «.  Cana  in  Galilee 
Canel,  m.  Fr.  canal,  channel 
Canelle, «.  fr.  cinnamon 
Canevas,  it.  fr.  canvas 
Canon,  the  title  of  ATicenne's  great  work.    See 

D*Heth€k*  in  ▼.  Caumn 
Cantel,  n.  Sax.  a  fragment 
Capel,  ./I.  Lat.  a  horfe 
Ci^itainc,  n.  fr.\  captain 
Capitolie,  m.  Lat.  the  Capitol  at  Rome 
Cappe,  H   l^t.  a  carp  or  hood ;  to  fet  a  man*s  cap, 

to  make  a  fool  of  him. 
Captif,  adj.  -  fr.  captive 
Cardiacic,  n.  Ir.  Gr.  a  pain  about  the  heart 
ijaredcs, ».  ^/  Lat.  Or-  charadert 
Carfc,/a.  /.  of  carve,  9.  Sax.  cut 
Carle,  «,  Sax  a  churl,  a  hardy  country  fellow 
Carmts,  «.  pi.  /r  Carmelite  friara 
Carole,  n.  Fr.  a  fort  of  dance 
Carole,  V,  fr.  to  dance,  in  caroling,  in  dancing 
Carpe,  v.  to  talk  ;  by  carping  of  tonge,  by  fpeech 
Carraine,  n.  fr.  a  carrion,  dead  or  puuificd  fiefh 
Carrike,  ».  Fr,  a  large  fliip 
Carte,  «.  Sax.  a  chariot 
Carter,  «•  Sax,  a  charioteer 
Cds,  M.  Fr.  cas,  chance,  upon  cat,  by  chance 
Cs^,  m.  Fr.  cajc^  a  cafe,  quiver 
C^ffiodore,  pr.  m,  Cafliodorus,  a  Roman  fenator  and 

coiiful,  fcveral  of  his  works  are  extant.     See 

Faerie.  BibL  Lat.  and  BiU,  Mtd,  JEt. 
Call,  «.  Sax.  a  contrivance 
Cafte,  V.  to  throw,  to  contrive 
Cafteloigne,/>r.  n.  Cateloniain  Spain 
Cafuel,  adj.  fr.  accidental 
Catapuce,  ti,  ir,  a  fpecies  of  fpurge 
Catel,  «.  Fr.  goods,  valuable  things  of  all  forts 
Caterwawed.    To  gon  a  catcrwawed  feems  to  fig- 

nify  the  fame  as  to  go  a  caterwawing,  or  cater- 

wawling,  as  it  has  been  called  by  later  writers. 


Caught,  pa.  t.  k  part,  of  audi 

CavHatioun,  m.  Fr.  cavil 

Cecile,  CecUie,/r.  m.  Cecilia 

Ceife,  crfc,  are  mifprinted  for  feife,  v.  Fr.  to  fci«e, 
to  lay  hold  oL 

Cclcrer, «.  Lat.  CeUymrhu,  the  officer  in  a  mooa- 
ftcry  who  had  the  care  of  the  provifions 

Celle,  m.  Lat.  a  religions  hooic,  it  lecms  to  be  pot 
for  a  man*s  head 

Celfitude, «.  fr,  hlghnefs 

Cenfer,  n.  Fr.  an  incenfe  pot 

Cenfing,  pari.pr.  Fr.  fumigating  with  incenfe  - 

Centaurie,^r.  m,  of  an  herb 

Ccrclc,  V.  Fr.  to  furround 

Cerdet,  m.  pt.  Fr.  cirdcs 

Cerial,  adj.  ft .  belonging  to  the  fpecies  of  oak  cat- 
led  urnUf  Lat.  cerra^  ItaL  ctrrt  * 

Certain,  adj.  Fr.  is  ufed  fometimes  as  a  fnbfkantive  ; 
of  unces  a  certain,  a  ccruin  of  gold,  i.  e.  a  ccr- 
uin  number  of  ounces,a  certain  quantity  of  gold 

Certain,  certes,  adv.  certainly 

Cerufe, «.  Fr.  whitelead 

Cc£cd,  part.  pa.  for  ieifcd,  is  ufed  in  a  legal  fenfe  ; 
to  that  he  be  ceied  therwith,  till  that  he  be 
poflcired  thereof,  till  he  have  fciiin  thereof 

Cefle,  V.  Fr.  to  reafe 

Chace,  v.  Fr.  to  chafe,  to  pnrfne. 

Chafe,  V.  Fr.  to  grow  warm  or  angry 

Chaffare,  m.  Sax.  merchandiie 

Chaffare, «.  Sax.  to  merchandife 

Cbaire,  m.  Fr.  a  chair ;  the  chair  or  pnlptt  of  a 
profcfTor  or  preacher. 

Chalons,  blankets,  or  coverlets,  probably  fo  caUed 
from  being  made  at  Chalons 

Chambercre,  ».  Fr.  a  chambermaid 

Cbampartie,  n.  Fr.  a  (hare  of  land,  a  partnerlbip 
in  power.  Lydgate  has  the  fame  exprcifiaci, 
Tra.  139,  b.  viii.  17. 

Clantcpleurc,  it.  Fr.  a  fort  of  proverbial  expreffioO 
for  (inging  and  weeping  fucceflively.  See 
Lydg.  Tra.  flan,  the  lafl,  where  he  lays  that 
his  book  is 

Lyke  chantepleure,  now  finging  now  weplng^. 

In  mC  Harl.  4335,  is  a  ballad  which  turns  upon 
this  cxprcilion  :  it  begins  M»iU  vamt  autmx 
plemre  tbamte  qm*  nt./ait  cbantt  pUart 

Chanterie,  n.  Fr.  an  endowment  for  the  payment 
of  a  prieft  to  (log  maft  agreeably  to  the  ap> 
poinuncnt  of  the  founder.  There  were  thirty* 
five  of  thefe  chaoteriet  efUbliihed  at  Su  Paul\ 
which  were  ferved  by  fifty-four  priefls,  Dugd. 
Hiil.  pref.  p.  41. 

Chapman,  it.  Sax.  a  merchant  or  trader 

Chapmanbede,  «.  >ax.  the  condition  <»f  a  chap- 
man or  tradefman 

Char.  m.  Fr.  a  chariot 

Charboude,  m.  Fr.  a  carbuncle 

Charge, «.  Fr.  a  load,  burthen,  buflnefsof  wevht; 
it  n*ere  no  charge ;  it  were  no  harm :  of  which 
there  is  no  charge,  from  which  there  is  no  con* 
fequence  to  be  expeded ;  of  that  no  charge,  no 
matter  for  that 

Charge,  9.  Fr.  to  weigh,  to  incline  mi  acconnt  of 


GLOSSARY. 


^9 


weight—- which  chargeth  not  to  (ay,  which  it 
it  of  no  importance  ^o  fay 

Chargeant,  part.  pr.  burthcofome 

Charmerefle,  m.  ¥r,  an  enchantrefs 

Chaftdaine,  n.  Fr.  the  wife  of  a  chaftehun  or  lord 
of  a  caftle 

Chaftie,  v.  Fr.  to  chaftife 

Chauntedere,  pr.  m.  oi  a  cock 

Checkere,  n.  Fr.  a  chefsboard 

Chee»,/tf.  /.  of  chefe,  v.  Sax.  chofe 

Chcffis,  we  (honid  read  che£n.  The  orig.  has 
firomages 

Cheke,  a  term  at  chefa^  to  gire  notice  to  the  op « 
pofite  party  that  his  king,  if  not  removed  or 
guarded  by  the  interpofition  of  fome  other 
piece,  will  be  made  prifoner  :  it  is  derived  ori- 
ginally from  the  PeHian  JM^  i.  e.  king,  and 
means,  take  care  of  your  king.  See  Hyde,  Hid. 
Shahilud,  p.  3,  ^. 

Chekelatoun,  a  robe  of  ihite 

Chekemate,  or  (imply  mate,  is  a  term  nfed  at  chefs 
when  the  king  is  anally  made  prifoner,  and 
the  eame  confequently  finifhed.  The  Periian 
phrafe  is  Jhab  matt '  «•  the  king  is  conquered. 
See  Hyde,  Hift.  Shahilud,  p.  x^% 

Chelaundre,  n.  Fr.  a  goldfinch 

Chepe,  V.  Sax.  to  cheapen,  to  buy 

Chepe,  m.  chcapneft 

Chcpc,^r.  tu  Chcapfide  in  London 

Cherche,  m.  Sax.  a  church 

Chere,  n.  Fr.  countenance,  appearance,  entertain- 
ment, good  cheer 

Cherice,  v.  Fr.  to  cherifh 

Cherifance,  n.  Fr.  comfort 

Cherl,  m.  Sax.  a  man  of  mean  birth  and  condi- 
tion 

Cherifl:,a^'.  illiberal 

Chcs,  H.  Fr.  the  game  of  chefs 

Chef^,  V.  Sax.  to  choofe 

Chefe,  for  chefcth 

Chcftc,  «.  J  at.  a  coffin 

Chcfte,  fi.  debate 

Chefteine,  «.  Fr.  the  chefhut  tree,  the  chefhut 
fruit 

Chevachie, «.  fr.  an  expedition 

Cherahie, ».  Fr.  knighthood,  the  manners,  exer- 
cifes,  and  valiant  exploits,  of  a  knight 

Chevalrous,  aJj.  valiant 

Cheve»  v.  Fr.  to  come  to  an  agreement  or  con- 
clnfion  ;  yvd  mote  he  chevc;  ill  may  ho«nd 

Chevefaile,  m.  Fr.  a  necklace 

Chevctain, «.  Fr.  chieftain 

Chevifance,  i».  Fr.  an  agreement  for  borrowing  of 
money 

Chiche,  a^.  Fr.  niggardly,  fparing 
•  Chidereffe,  n.  Sax.  a  female  fcold 

Chidetter, «.  Sax.  a  female  (cold 

Chiertee, «.  Fr.  tendeme(s,  affedioo 

Chfke,  H.  Sax.  a  chicken 

•Chimbe,  «.  Sax.  the  prominent  part  of  the  (latct 
beyond  the  head  of  a  barrel 

Chimbe,  v.  to  found  in  confonance  like  bells 

Chimeny,  «.  Fr.  a  chimney 

Chinche,  0^.  as  chiche 

Chiflchcde,  n.  qj^gardUncff 


Chirche,  m.  S(ix,  a  church 

Chirchereve,  m.  Sax.  a  churchwarden 

Chirchhawe,  ».  Sax.  a  churchyard 

Chirk,  V.  &pc  to  chirp  as  a  fparrow 

Chirking,  n.  a  di(agreeable  found 

Cbit,  for  chideth 

Chivachee, «.  as  chevachie  4 

Chiver,  v.  Sax.  to  (hiver 

Cierges,  m.  pL  Fr.  wax  tapers 

Cipioun,/r.  n.  Scipio 

Cipris,^.  n.  Venus 

Circes,  pr.  m.  for  Circe 

Citee,  It.  Fr,  a  city 

Citole,  n.  Fr.  a  mii(ical  infimnent.  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  in  his  very  curious  HifL  of  Mu- 
fick,  V.  ii.  p.  106,  n.  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  a 
fort  of  dulcimer,  and  that  the  name  is  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  Lat.  tijktla. .  Befide  the  paiTage 
which  he  has  quoted  from  Gower,  Conf.  Anu 
X78,  it  is  mentioned  ^ain  in  fol.  189,  among 
the  inilrumcnts  which  fowned  lowe.  See  alfo 
2>tf  Conge  in  v.  Ckola^  and  M.  de  la  Ravalisn^ 
Pocftts  da  R«j  de  Navarre^  t.  i.  p.  %4% 

Citrin,  adj.  Fr.  of  a  pale  ycUow  or  cicron  colour 

Citrination,  n.  a  chymical  term.  AmoU&s  in  Ra- 
far'n^  mf.  L  i  c  5 ;  **  Citrimacio  nihil  aliud  eft 
**  quam  completa  albcdinis  digellio,  oec  albedo 
**  eft  aliud  quam  nigredinis  ablatio.'*  GloiL 
Carpent.  in  v. 

Clamben,/tf.  /.  //.  of  climb,  «.  Sax. 

Clapers,  n.  pi.  Fr.  rabbit-burrows, 

Clappe,  V.  Sa*.  to  knock  repeatedly,  to  talk  hSL 

Clapping,  A.  noify  talking 

Claffsd,  dafped 

Clarre,  ji.  Fr.  wine  mixed  with  honey  and  fpices, 
and  afterwards  drained  till  it  is  clear ;  it  was 
otherwife  called  piment,  as  appears  from  the 
title  of  the  following  receipt  in  the  Medulla 
CirurgU  RolaMdi.miL  Bodl.  761,  fol.  86;  **  Cla- 
"  retom  bonum,  five  pigraentnm. — Accipe  nu- 
**  cem  raofchatam,  carioiilos,  gingebas,  macis^ 
**  cinamomum,  gralangum ;  qux  omnia  in  pul- 
**  verem  redadta  diftempera  cum  bono  cum 
"  tertii  pane  mdlis;  pod  cola  per  iacculum. 
*'  et  da  ad  bibcndum.  .£t  nota,  quod  illiud 
••  item  poteft  fieri  de-cerevifia," 

Cbttemden,/d.  /.  pi.  of  clatter,  v.  Sax, 

Clanfe,  0.  Fr.  an  end  or  conclufion 

Claw,  V.  Sax.  to  firoke,  he  clawed  him  on  the  back, 
he  ilroked  him  on  the  back  to  encourage  him; 
to  claw  on  the  gall,  fignifics  the  fame  as  to  rub 
on  a  fore  place 

Clcd,  for  ^lad 

CleneCfe^n.  Sax.  purify 

Clepe,  9.  Sax.  to  call,  to  name 

Clergie, ».  Fr^  the  clerical  profdilon 

Clergial,  adj.  learned 

Clergion,  «.  a  young;  derk 

Clerk,  a.  Fr.  a  perfon  in  holy  orders,  a  man  of 
learning,  1^  ftodent  at  the  univerTity 

Cleves,  ft.  pi.  Sax.  rocks.     See  CUfls 

Cliffe,  H.  Sax.  a  rock 

Cltfte,  «.  5itv.  a  cleft 

Cliket,  «.  Fr.  a  key 

Ciinke,  ff,  Fr.  to  ring^  nevt.  to  tinkle 
Uii  ii} 
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C  ippe,  V.  Ssx.  to  cat  hair,  to  emlinice 

pHpfy,  Ajf.  asiftclSpfed 

C\ohhed^/uff.  Sax.  like  a  club 

Ootfirc,  n.  Ir.M  clotOer,  ao  enclofurt 

Cloinben,^a.  t  pi  of  climb,  «.  Smk. 

Clofer,  w.  zr  aneodofure 

Clotc-lefe,  a  leaf  of  the  burdock,  or  dotebmr 

CIotered,/«r//<s  Aiv.  clbtted 

Cloue-gilofre,  i>.  a  cioire.tree  or  the  frnit  of  it 

Cioutes,  n.  pi.  Sax.  fmall  pieces 

Clum.  1  his  word  feems  to  be  formed  from  the  Sax. 
f.  cluraian,  mvjfttart  mutwtunrt^  to  exprtft  the 
mumbling  nolle  which  is  made  by  a  coogrega- 
tion  in  accompanying  prayers  which  they  caa- 
Tipx.  pcrfcAly  rqjcat 

Coagulat ,  purt.  pa.  Lai.  curdled 

Cokes  bonc»y  a  corropiuui  of  a  familiar  oath 

Cod,  ff.  Sax.  a  bag 

Cofrc,  *.  i'V.  •  cheft 

Cogge,  n.  Sax.  a  cockboat.  See  Da  Caa^e  in  t. 
Cag9 

Coiloos, «.//  Sr  tefUcIes 

Coiue,  H.  It.  a  piece  of  money,  a  quioce 

Coint.  aJ/.  /«%  neat,  trim 

Coke,  m.  Lat.  a  couk 

Cokeney,^.  a  cook 

Cokewold,  a.  a  cuckold.  How  this  word  has  been 

'  formed  is  difficult  to  fay,  but  probably  it  has 
fome  relation  to  the  Fr.  coca.  In  the  heii  mff.  of 
The  Canterbury  J  ales,  it  is  condaotly  fptlled  as 
above,  and  ia  always,  I  believe,  to  be  pronoun- 
ced as  ^  trifyllable.  The  author  of  i  he  Re- 
medy of  Love,  Tcr.  aW,  fy.  pretends  that  the 
true  ortl^ography  of  this  word  is  eockold,  accor- 
diog  to  a  Qioft  uford  etymology  which  he  has 
there  given  of  it ;  an  additional  proof  (if<  any 
were  warned)  that  The  Remedie  of  liove  was 
not  written  by  Chaucer 

Col,  a.  a.  a  common  name  for  a  dog 

Cold,  at.  Sax.  to  grow  cold  « 

Coler,  a.  Fr.  a  cellar 

Colered,^«r/.  pa.  collared,  wearing  collars 

CoUatioo,  fK  fr.  z  ct>nference 

Coliinges,  a.  pi.  Fr.  embraces  round  the  neck 

Coltiih,  at/J.  Sax*  playful  as  a  colt 

Columbinci  a^j.  Lat.  belonging  to  a  dove,  dove- 

v  like    .  .  .  i 

Combre-world,  m.  an  incumbrance  to  the  world 

Combafl,  atfj  Lat.  burnt,  a  term  in  afh-ology  when 

'  a  planet  is  not  more  than  8^  30^  diftant  from 
the  fun. 

Come,  for  Cometh 

Commen£al,  a.  Fr.  a  companion  at  tabit 

Commune, A.^fr.  commcnaHy 

Cbmniuocs^  a.  pi  commoners,  common  people 

Compaignable,  a^.  fr.  iociable 

Coropame,  for  compagne 

Coiiipas,  a.  tr.  a  compaft  a  circle;    the  Trine 

■\  comp^S)  the  Trinity ;  an  appellation  borrowed, 

as  it  iccma,  from  the  coirrmon  emblem  of  that 

my  0  cry,  a  circle  circumfcribing  a  triaogie'->cen- 

trivancc  *    '       .       * 

Cf  lupaihicnt,  a.  1 

g-.     '^  ,r  >  contrivance 


Compaia,  v.  to  comri v,  lie  compalfed  hts  lbo>g|htfc 

he  contrived  in  his  thought 
Compenable,  aJf.  as  compaigoable 
Compere,  «.  Ft.  a  goffip,  a  near  frieod 
Complin,  a.  Fr.  compUe,  ercsfuog,  the  hUt  fer^ 

vice  of  the  day,  finging  in  general 
Compowned,  part,  pa  compofed,  put  toge^cr 
Compte, «.  Fr,  account 
Conccte,  iw.  Fr.  conception,  af^rehenilao 
Condefcende,  v.  Fr.  to  yield 
Condife,  m.  pi.  Fr.  -condnits 
Confrdure,  ir.  Fr.  compofition 
Coofufe,  oig.  Fr.  conlouftdrd,  he  became  fo  cq% 

fiifc,  he  conneth  not  ioke 
Coojede,  V.  Fr.  to  prr}«6fc 
Conifaunce,  •.  Fr.  wnderAandiiig 
Conjure,  •.  Fr.  to  adjure 
Conne,  v.  Sax.  to  know,  to  be  able ;  I  flial  ootcoone 

anfwere ;  I  Oiall  not  know  bow — or  be  abk,  to 

anfwer ;  thou  (hall  never-^^on,  kaoweo,  thos 

ihalt  be  never  able  to  know — to  coone  thank, 

to  be  pleafed  or  obl}ged,yfa0«ir  jrr^,  /r.  Co  cetme 

maugre,  to  be  difpleafed,yf«twr  maliri^  orig. 
Cotifcil,  m.  Ft.  counfel 
Confcntant,/«r/  pr.  Fr.  confentaot  of  tbia  curled* 

neffc,  conjenting  to  t.  r. 
Conferve,  tr.  Fr.  to  preferve . 
Corfiftory,  m.  }r.  iignifiei  ufiially  aa  ecckfiafti- 

cal court,  ponitM,  any  court  of  jiifiioe 
ConOahlerie,  n.  Fr.  a  ward  or  divifioa  of  a  caftlp 

under  the  care  of  a  fonftabfe.  ihr  Caagt  m  T. 

Corjiahitlarius  cajiri 
Conteke,  a.  Sax.  conteneion 
Contenance  a.  Fr.  appearance,  pretence 
Contra^,  ^£#/. /a.  Lot  contraded 
Contrariauntirs,/ffr/.  fr.  is  ufed  in  the  plural  iram- 
'   her,  according  to  the  French  cuftom,  oppofing, 

centradiding 
Contraf  ic,  V.  Fr.  to  contradift 
Contrarious,  a^.  Fr.  oppofite,  perverie 
Contrary,  n.  Jr.  advCrfary 
Contrcfete,  v.  Fr.  to  ceunurfeit,  imiiate 
Controve, «.  Tr.  to  inTcnt 
CoiUubemial,  adj.  Lot.  familiar 
Contune,  for  co/itinue.    This  is  one  of  thofe  !!• 

cences,  for  the  fake  of  rhym^,  which  muveriai 

cuftom  can  alone  juftify.     Our  Author  ferma 

to  have  been  aihamed  of  it,  aa  1  do  net  recelkdt 

to  have  met  with  it  in  The  Canterbury  Talea. 

Lydgate  has  beeB  lefe  fbrupoloua.  6oe  Trag.  a. 

b.  14.  b.  24.  b. 
Cope,  n.  Fr.  cape,  a  cloak 
Coppe,  m.  Sax.  the  top  of  any  thiog 
Cerate,  a,  Fr.  heart,  inclination,  fpirtt,  cciuagc 
Curbcttes,  n  pi.  Fr:  niches  for  fiatuea 
Cordcth,  for  accordeth 
Cordewane,  jt.  Fr.  cordotum,  Spanifli  katber  fo  eal* 

led  from  Corduba 
Cordileres,  i*.  pi.  fr.  CordeUert,  ao  order  of  fritvt 

fo  called  Irona  their  wearing  a  cord  ia0ead  of  a 
Corlune,/r.  >r.  [girdle 

Cornrwaillr,/r.  •.  C^rnoraille  in  Brctagne 
C<»rr.iciilerc,  ».  Let   ao  officer  irt   the  Ktmian  go- 

v<  rt  nif  ut.   Set  Fltjc.  Lex,  ^.mi.  Mam.  is  V.  L«r- 
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Corny,  aJJ.  Sax  (bong  of  the  com  or  malt 

Coroime, «.  Fr.  a  crown  or  garland 

Corpa,  m.  J-r  body 

Corput,  M.  Lai,  body»  Mr/atf  Drntmi,  God*a  body ; 
«•!/■»  MaJrimM 

Corrige,  v,  ¥r.  to  corred 

Corrumpable,  a^.  I-r.  corruptible 

Comnnpcy  v.  /r.  to  corrupt 

Corfe,  V.    &$c  to  curie 

Corfcint,  m.  Fr.  a  holy  body,  a  fiunt,  the  coHaynt 
and  the  kirke 

Corren^^art,  pa*  of  carve,  v.  Sax  cut 

Cofin,  n,  Fr.  a  coalin  or  kinlhian ;  it  it  fometiflMf 
Qfed  adjediTely,  allied,  related 

jCofinage,  a   Fr.  kindred 

Cofiage,  m.  Fr.  coft,  expence 

Coftcie, «.  / >.  to  go  by  the  coaft 

Coftlewe,  a^  coftly 

CoOrcU,  H.  a  drinking  veflieL  See  Dm  Caage^  in  ▼. 
CafrtUus 

Cote,  m.  Sax,  a  cottage 

Cote,  H.  Fr.  a  coat,  cote-^rmure,  a  a)at  worn  over 
armoar,  upon  which  the  armorial.enligns  of  the 
wearer  were  ufually  embroidered 

Cdtidien,  m.  fr.  daily ;  it  it  olied  at  a  fubftantive 
for  a  qmUidian  ague 

^Couche, «  Fr,  toUy 

Couched, /«r#  pa.  laid,  couched  with  perlet,  laid 
or  tiimmed  with  pcarla 

Coud,  coude,/«.  t.  of  conne,  knew,  wat  ablfc 

Coveite,  v.  Fr.  to  coYCt 

Coven^ble,  adj.  Fr.  convenient,  fuitable 

Coverchieii,*.  ^. />.  headdothet 

Covercle,jv.  Fr.  a  potlid 

Covert,  a^.  Fr,  Iccrct,  covered 

Covine,  a.  Fr.  fecret  contrivances 

Coulpe,  m.  Fr.  a  fault 

Count*  V.  Fr.  to  account,  to  efteem 

pounterpeiie,  m,  Fr,  a  counterpoife,  a  weight  which 
balances  another 

CnunterpeiTe,  9.  Fr.  to  connurpoife 

CounteTplete,  v-  Fr,  to  plead  againi^ 

pounterwaite,  v.  Fr.  to  watch  agaixiil 

Coontour, «.  Fr.  comptoir^  a  countinghoufe  emiptiur, 
an  arithmetician.  Dm.  435. 

Conntretaillc,  m.  Fr.  a  tally  anfwering  ezadly  to 
another,  hence  Echo  it  laid  to  anfwer  at  the  conn- 
tretaille 

Coure,  V.  Fr,  to  fit  crouching  like  a  brooding 
hen 

Courtepy,  a  (hort  cloka  of  coarle  cloth 

Court-man,  a  courtier,  heam*  de  coar,  Fr, 

Couth,  covihe,  pa.  i.  of  conne,  knew,  was  ^ble 
pari  pa.  known 

Cowardife,  a.  Fr.  want  rf  courage.  At  to  the  ety- 
mology of  the  adj.  from  which  this  word  hat 
been  formed,  1  think  the  opinion  of  Twyfden 
and  Somner  [Gi^.  ad  X.  Script,  v.  FridviUg] 
much  the  moft  probi*blc,  who  derive  it  from  the 
barb.  Lat.  cutum  vertere^  to  turn  tail,  to  ran  a* 
way.  See  Dm  Cangt  in  v.  Caiverta  and  Calver* 
lagtMrn^  who  rejeds  the  opinion  above  meniiun- 
ed,  but  without  fuggefiiiig  any  thing  fo  plaufi* 
ble.    Culvert  (at  it  u  written  ia  the  oldcft  and 


beik  Frendi  nUT.  that  I  have  fecn)  might  eaiily 
be  corrupted,  according  to  the  French  mode  c^ 
pronunciation,  into  C9uart  and  c^aard — I  have 
Ibmewhere  feen  the  French  language  feriouflj 
charged  with  indelicacy  for  its  frequent  and^ 
wanton  ufe  of  the  word  or/  in  compofition  \-  nor 
can  the  charge  be  laid  to  be  groundleis.  Bd&de 
the  numerous  inftances  which  will  occur  to  eve- 
ry bi  dy,  I  fufped  that  this  monofyllable  makea 
part  of  a  common  and  folemn  term  in  our  law, 
imported  originally  from  France  Culprifi  feemstft 
have  been  a  vulgar  name  for  a  priibner,  a  per* 
Ibn  taken  by  that  part  which  is  moft  expofed  ia 
running  aviray.  Holinlhed  has  curetted  the 
(ame  idea  more  delicately,  voL  iii.  p  %4%i "  The 
"  prentiliet  were  caught  by  the  backt,  and  ha4 
"  to  prlibn  *'  And  fo  it  is  ezprefled  in  Ancient 
Scottiih  Poemt,  p  1 8a,  ver.  ij— Yet  Dei4 
[Death]  fal  uk  him  be  the  bak 

Coye,  V.  ir.  to  quiet,  to  (bothe 

Craftefman,  n.  Sax.  a  man  of  ikill 

Crake,  V.  Fr  to  crack  [ing 

Crake,  crakel,  «.  Sax.  to  quaver  hoarfely  in  fing* 

Crampiib, «.  fr.  to  contrad  violently,  at  the  cramp 
doef^  An.  1 70. 

Cratching,  m,  kVost.  icratcHng 

CnCed^part.pa.  Fr.  eeraft  broken 

Creance,  a.  Jr  faith,  belief 

Creance,  v.  Fr.  to  borrow  money 

Create./ari  pa.  Lot  crindcd,  circnlarly  fonned| 
pcrhapt  from  the  Ifland,  in'isff,  tiriM9,gjro 

Crepil  M.  ^a»,  a  cripple 

Crcvafle,  m  Fr,  a  chink  or  crevice 

Criande,/ar/.  pr.  of  crie,  a,  Fr.  crying 

Crins,  F.  iii.  as  crifpe 

Crimppns,/r  m.  I  find  the  title  of  a  work  in  Mont- 
faucon,  till.  Bibl.  p.  513  to  which  Chaucer 
may  poOibly  allude ;  Cbr^^fippi,  difiipuU  Eutbyml^ 

*  in  j^amtm  eneimtum^-^nd  again,  p  Z314.  Cbrym 
Jippi  Fr^hyieri  laadatio^  S.  Joanmis  BaptJUt  It  is 
not  unlikely  that  a  panygenft  cm  the  Baptift 
might  be  led  by  hit  rage  againft  Herodias  to  faf 
fome  harih  things  of  wooden  in  general 

Crifpe,  a4j-  Lai,  curled 

Croce,  n.  Sax.  a  crois 

Crois,  a.  Fr*  a  croj^ 

Cromet,  n.  pi.  Sax  climbs 

Cronm)ed,/»r^./a.  Sax.  ftufied,  crammed  [Eillian 

Crone,  «.  iax.  an  old  woman ;  J^onie,  tyit  vHaia, 

Crope,  cxo^en^  pari.  pa.  of  crepe,  v.  iS«jr.  crept 

Croppes, «.  pi.  Sax.  the  extremities  of  the  (hoots 
of  vegetables;  now  in  the  crop,  no^  at  the 
top;  croppe  and  row,  root  and  branch;  th^  . 
whole  of  a  thing 

Croflelet,  n.  Fr.  a  crucible 

Crottche, «.  Sax.  to  (iga  with  the  crofi^ 

Croude,  v.  Sax-  to  (hove  toffcthcr 

Crouke, «.  Sax.  an  earthen  pitcher 

Croon,  m,  Fr.  (ignifies  head 

Croupe,  ir.  Ir,  the  ridge  of  the  back 

Crowes  feet,  the  wrirJdes  which  fpread  from  th< 
outer  corner  of  the  eyes :  Spenfer  defcribcs  this 
mark  of  old  age  in  the  fame  manner,  ed.  <» ; 

And  by  mint  eie  the  ccow  his  claw  doth  wright, 
y  u  iiij^ 
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Crowned,  pmrt.  pa.  weariog  a  crown ;  crowned 
malice,  fbvereign  malice. 

Cnill,  adj.  Sax.  curled 

Cucurbite,  m.  Lai,  a  gourd,  t  veficl  ihaped  like  a 
gourd,  ufed  in  diftillatioii 

Cuipons,  n.  pi,  Fr.  fhrcds,  logs 

Culver,  M,  Sax.  a  dove 

Cuppe,  n,  fr,  a  cup ;  withoutrn  cuppe  he  drank 
all  hit  penance,  he  took  large  draughts  of  giief; 
he  made  no  nfc  of  a  cup,  but  drank  out  of  the 
pot 

CMracion,  «.  Fr.  cure,  healing 

Core,  «  Fr.  care ;  I  do  no  cure,  I  take  no  care 

Curfew-time,  according  to  the  Conqueror'*  edid, 
it  faid  to  have  been  8  h.  p  m.  Walfuigham, 
fpeaking  of  an  event  on  the  id  of  September 
1311,  mentions  9  h.  as  the  btra  ignilegH.  It  pro- 
bably varied  with  the  fcafons  of  the  year 

Curious,  aif/.  Fr.  careful 

i^urtcis.  oiij.  Fr.  courteous 

C^uflomcr,  ad/.  Fr.  accuftomed 


Daffe,  n.  Sax.  a  fool ;  thou  doteft,  dafie,  quod  (he, 

dull  are  thy  wittes 
I^^Kgc*  «•  3  flip  ^^  ihred,  pierce  plough,  i.  b. 
Dagged, /ar'. /a.  cut  into  flips 
Dagging,  n.  flitting,  cutting,  into  flips 
X>a}:;oit,  m  a  flip  or  piece 
Damai'cene,^r.  «.  the  country  about  Damafcus 
I^timafcenc,  pr.  n.  Joannes  Mciae  Damafcenus,  an 

Arabian  phyfician  in  the  8th  and  9th  century. 

Src  Fabric.  Bib!.  Gr.  t.  xiii.  p-  256. 
Dame,  h.  Fr.  Lot.  J^mina,  miUrcfs,  ladjr,  mother 
Danipne,  k:  fr.  to  condemn 
JDan.  n.  1  r.  Lat  thmimus ^\otA^  waa  a  title  common- 
ly given  to  monks.     It  is  alfo  prefixed  by  Chau 

cer  to  the  names  of  other  perfons  of  all  forts; 

Dan  Arciie,  Dan  Burrncll,  Dan  Caton 
Dance,  n.  Fr.  the  old  dance,  the  old  game.    The 

French  have  the  fame  phrafe,  elUfeaU  ajix  da  la 

tficUU  Dafi/e.     C«'lgravc 
Danger,  n.  Fr.  a  dangerous  fituation :  in  danger, 

coynefs,  fparingncfs,  with  danger,  fparingly. 
Dangerous,  adj  difficult,  fparingly 
Dance,  pr.  n.    See  Gloff.  in  v.  Lavender. 
Dapple-gray,  the  colour  which  is  called  in  Fr. 

pommele 
Dare,  v.  Sax,  to  flare 
bares,/'-. «  of  a  fuppofed  hiHorian  of  the  Trojan 

war, /)» 1070 
Darreine,  v.  Fr,  dclrener,  Lat.  dcrationare,  to 

conteft 
Dart.  m.  Sax.  a  fpear  or  jaTeUn ;  the  dart  is  fette  up 

for  virgin itte.   There  is  an  aUuflon  to  the  fame 

cuflom  in  Fydg.  Tta.  a6; 

And  oft  it  happeneth  Jic  that  hath  beft  ron 
Doth  not  the  fpere  like  his  defert  poflede. 

Dafen,/r.  tpl  of  dafe,  v.  Sax.  grow  dim-flghted 

Daunt,  V.  If.  to  conquer,  that  ne  with  love  may 

daunted  be,  orig.  qui  par  amour*  nefiii  domptt^. 


Dawe,  V,  Sax.  to  dawil 

Dawnening,  n.  Sax.  daybreak 

Dawet,  m.  pi.  lor  daves 

Daye,  «.  Sax,  day,  time,  at  my  day,  at  the  dayap* 
pointed  to  me ;  to  graoot  him  dayet  o£  ^  to> 
roenant,  to  permit  him  to  pay  the  rcmaiodcr  at 
certain  days  by  inftalments 

Deaurat,^'/./»  iW.  gilded 

Debate,  v.  Fr.  to  fight 

Bebonaire,  aeQ.  Fr.  conrteont,  gentle 

Dccopedf^r^  pa.  Fr.  cot  dowo 

Decorate,  pr.  n,  Dccoratns 

Dede,  V.  Sax.  to  grow  dead;  pm^.  pa,  6mA 

Dciily,  adj.  Sax  devoted  to  death 

Deduit,ii.  ^T-  pleafure 

Defait,  defaited,  pa' t  pa.  Fr,  wafted 

Defame,  m.  Fr.  Infamy 

Dctarae, «.  Fr.  to  make  infomoat 

Dtfaute,  a.  Fr,  want  defautcs,  pi.  defedU 

Dcfende,  «  Fr.  to  forbid,  to  rutiinn 

Defence,  m.  Fr.  prohibition 

Defiiiiflie,  v.  Fr.  to  define,  to  tnake  a  defiottiott 
of. 

Degree,  m.  Fr.  a  flair,  or  fet  of  fbeps,  rank  id  liie 

Deidcn,  pa.  t-  pi  of  dcye,  v  Sax.  died 

Deine,  for  deien,  mf.  m  of  deye,  «■  Smx.  to  die 

Deinous,  adj.  Fr.  diidaiuful 

Deintee,  h  rr.  value,  a  thing  of  valae;  hath  Aam^ 
tecr  values  highly ;  told  no  deintee  of,  fet  no 
value  upon  ;  it  was  deintee,  it  was  a  vaiaabk 
thing 

Deinteous,  adj  choice,  valtuble 

Deis,  m,  Fr.  a  wooden  floor 

Del,  H.  iiaK.  a  part ;  never  a  del*  not  a  kit ;  C9csj 
del,  every  part 

Dele,  V-  Sax.  to  divide 

Delibere,  v.  Fr.  to  deliberate 

Delicacie,  m.  Fr.  pleafure 

Del  ices,  n.pl.  Fr.  delights 

Delie,  adj,  Fr.  deli^,  thin,  fleader 

Delit,  n.  Fr.  delight 

Delitable,  adj.  Fr.  dekdbble 

Deliver,  «<jr.  Fr.  nimble,  Goaf,  Am,  S77,b. 

Deliverly,  adv.  quickly 

Delivemefs,  n.  Fr.  agility 

Delve,  V.  Sax.  to  dig 

Delavy,  n.  Lat.  deluge 

Demaine,  «.  Fr.  to  manage 

Dcmaine,  n.  Fr.  management 

t>eme, «.  Sax.  to  judge 

Demoniak,  a.  Fr.  one  pofleft  by  a  ^cvil 

Dent,  H.  Sax.  a  ftroke.  See  Dint 

Denwere,  x.  doubt.  Si.  This  interpretation  ^mts 
well  enough  with  the  only  paflage  in  which  I 
have  found  thi«  word ;  but  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
fee  fome  dther  infl  vice  of  the  ufe  of  it. 

De  par  dieux  jeo  affente,  in  God's  name  I  agree. 

Dcrpart,  «r  Fr.  to  part,  to  diibibute 

Depcint,^r#./Nf.  /r.  painted 

Dequace,  v.  to  fliake  down,  q} 

Dere,  v.  Sax.  to  hurt 

Dere,a/jf.  Sax.  dear 

Dei  cling,  n.  Sav.  darling 

Dereworth,  adj.  Satt.  predoofy  mlved  at  a  kk^ 
rai^  ^ 
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Berne,  «jF.  Sax.  fecret 

Derre,  f9mp.  of  dere  ^ 

Det,  F.  iii.  A70,  u  dds 

Defceoibrie,  a.  /r.  a  Tefiel  nfed  in  chcmifirj  for 

the  extndion  of  oils/wr  drfcinfim 
DefcrrrcD,  hf,  m.  Fr.  to  delcribe 
Defiroas,  adj.  Pr.  eager 
Defolat,  pmrt.  fm.  Lot.  abandoned,  diftrrffcd 
Defpite,  n.  Fr.  maliciont  anger 
Defpitooa,  adj  angry  to  ezcelt 
Defpitoufly,  a/p.  angrily 
Befpoile,  v.  Fr.  to  undrelfl 
Deftreine, «  Fr.  to  -vei,  to  conftrain    * 
Deftrer,  m.  Fr.  a  war  hoHe,  IM  dextftrnu 
Deftrie,  deftniie,  v.  Fr.  to  dcftroy 
Determinat,^!^.  pa.  i^,  fixed,  determined 
Dctteles,  adj.  free  from  debt 
Dere,  at^.  Sax.  deaf 
Derining,  m.  Fr.  divination 
Devife,  n.  Fr.  diredion 

Dcvife,  V.  Fr.  to  dired,  to  order,  to  relate ;  at 
point  clerife ;  a  point  deril^,  Fr.  with  the  great- 
eft  exa^eff 
Devoir,  a  Fr.  doty ;  wde  thei  ftode  and  did  ther 

devere 
Dey,  m.  probably  originally  meant  a  day-kboorer 
in  general,  though  it  may  fince  have  been  ufed 
to  denote  particnlarly  a  fuperintendent  of  a 
dayerie.    See  Dm  Caiige^  in  v.  Doiriay  Dayeria, 
DagafuUti 
Dcye,  V.  Sax.  to  dye 
Deyer,  m.  Sam.  a  dyer 

I>iapred,/««^.  pa,  fr.  diverfified  withflourifhes,&c. 
Diche,  V.  ^ax.  to  dig,  to  farroond  with  a  ditch 
Dide,  for  died 

Dide  pa.i.ci  do,  v.  Sax.  diden,/«.  t.  pi. 
Die,  V.  Sax.  to  tinge 
Diete,  n.  Fr.  daily  food 
Diffame,  n.  Fr.  bad  reputation.  See  Defame 
Digeftible,  adj  Lot.  eafy  to  be  digefted 
'  Digeftivet,  a.  pi.  Fr  things  to  help  digeftion 
DIght,  «.  Sax.  to  difpole,  to  drcfs 
DIgne,a^'.  ir.  '^onV.y,  proud,  difdainful 
Dike,  V.  Sax.  to  dig,  to  make  ditches 
Dilaution,  m.  fr.  erilargrtnent  [thunder 

Dint,  m.  Sax.  as  dent ;  thonder^inr,  a  ftroke  of 
Diofcorides,  pr.  ».  of  a  Greek  writer  on  pUms, 

whofe  work  11  extant 
Diivray,  n,  Fr  diibrder 
Diiavaonce,  v  Fr  to  drive  back 
Difaventure,  n.  Fr.  misfortuno 
Difblame,  v./ir.  to  clear  from  blame 
Difcomfiture,  n.  Fr.  defeat 
Dircom£ort,jv./Jr.  difpleaftare 
Difcomforten,  v.  Fr.  to  difcourage 
Dilcoverte,  oig.  Fr.  at  difcoverte,  nncovered;  a 

deleouvert 
Difddnous,  adj.  Fr.  difdainfiil 
Difencrefe,  n.  Fr.  diminution 
DITcncrefe,  v:  oixi.  Fr.  to  decreafe 
Disfigure,  m.  Fr.  deformity 
Diibcrited,  part.  pa.  Fr.  difinheritcd,  ftripped  of 

poffcffions 
Diihevde,  part*  /«.  /r.  with  hair  hanging  loofe, 

*    difibiV^i  . 


Disjoint,  x.  Fr.  a  difictilt  iitiiatloa 

Difobeifiuit,/ar/./r.  Fr.  dlfobedient 

Difordeined,  part,  pa,  Fr.  diforderly 

Difordinate,  adj.  Lot.  diforderly 

Difordinaunce-  a,  Fr  irregularity 

DIfparage,  m.  Fr.  a  difparagemenc 

Difpence,  n.  Fr  expetife 

Difperance, «.  Fr.  defpair 

Difpitous,  adj.  angry  to  excels.  See  Defpitooa 

Dtfplefance,  m.  Fr.  difpleafure 

Difpone,  «  Lat  to  difpofe 

Difport,  m.  Fr.  deport,  fport,  diverfion 

Difport,  V.  to  divert 

Difpreiiing,/ar/  pa.  Fr.  undervaluing 

Dirputifon,  m.  Fr.  difpute ;  the  dergie  of  the  (bntb 

made  a  difputefoun 
Difrulily,  adv.  irregularly 
Diifimule,  t».  Fr.  to  diffemble 
Diffimuling«,  n.  pi.  Fr.  dificmblings 
Difibned,^#r/.^.  Fr.  diilonant 
Diftalne,  v.  Fr.  to  difcolour,  to  take  away  the  t^ 

lour 
DIftind,  «r  Lat.  to  diftlnguilh 
DiiUngucd, /ar/. /a  Fr  diftinguUhed 
Diftoorbled.  p.  t.  Fr  difturbed 
DIftreyne,  V. /r.  to  conftrain.  SeeDeftrcine 
Diftrouble,  v.  Fr.  to  difturb 
Difturne,  v.  Fr.  to  turo  afide 
Dite,  V  Fr  to  didate,  to  write 
Dites,  m.  pi  Ft .  fayings,  ditties 
Ditus,  pr.  H  Didys  Cretenfia 
Diverfe,  Ajf.  Fr.  different 
Diverfe,  v.  to  diverftfy 
Divine,  m.  for  divinity 
Diviniftre,  a  Fr.  a  divine 
Do,  V.  do,  for  don,  part,  p, 
Idouid^part.pr.  doing 

Dogerel,  ad/,  derived,  I  fuppofe,  from  dog,  fo  that 
rimc-dogercl  may  be  underftood  to  mean  what 
in  French  may  be  called  rime  dtehiem.    See  Cm* 
grave  in  V   Cbien ;  cbrfe  de  dsex,  a  paltry  thing, 
a  trifle,  trafli,  trumpery 
Dogge  for  the  bowe,  a  dog  ufed  in  (hooting 
Doke,  a.  Sax.  a  duck 
Dole,  m  Sax  as  del 
Dole,  m.  Fr  grief,  mourning 
Dolven,/#r/.  pa.  of  delve,  v.  Sax.  buried 
Dombe,  atfj.  Sax.  dumb 
Dome.  M.  iiav.  judgment,  opinion 
Domeftnan,  n.iax.  a  judge 
Dooet.  H.  a  grammar,  the  elements  of  any  art,  from 
JEIius  Donatus,  a  Roman  grammarian,  whofe 
Introdudion  to  the  Latin  language  [inter  Grammm 
yet.Futfeb.  p.  1735.]  was  commonly  read  in 
fchools;  thendrave  I  me  among  drapers  my  do- 
net  to  leme.  Fie.  uFlomgi,  13.  b. 
Donmow,^r  m.    See  Fierce  Flougb,  44.  b. 
Donne,  don,  adj.  Sax.  of  a  brown  or  dun  colour 
Dormant,  part.  pr.  Fr.  fixed,  ready — Lee  vaiJeauM 

qui  ladormoiiita  t'ottere^  Freijfari^  V.  ill.  €.52 
Dortour,  n.  Fr.  a  dormitory,  or  conunon  fleeping- 

room 
Dofcin,*.  Fr.  a  dozen 
DcfCeTi  4.  Fr.  a  baikct  to  be  earned  on  the  btck 


D«te,  V.  Sax. 
wife 


ioiitfoolSi  tlireagh  Bge  er«iiwr- 


Doth,  imp.  m.  V^ftr.  ^.  of  do,  do  ye 

Pouced,  may  perhapt  be  a  comipdoa  of  doncete, 
which  ii*  the  name  of  a  ainfical  ioftnuncst  in  a 
poem  of  Lydgate't,  mf.  BodL  IridrC  i6« 

Ther  were  crumpet  and  tmaipetesy 
i*oikrde  fliaUfs  and  dovcetet. 

Doughtreo, «.  //.  Sam,  daag^Men 

D'^-utance,  n.  Fr,  doabt 

Doute,  V.  Fr,  to  fear 

Doutelees,  douteles,  adv,  wkhont  doiib^ 

J>oi]ioo6,  Mdj,  doubdTtil 

D'outre  mere,  fr.  from  beyosd  fisa,  /k.  %sp 

Dowaire,  «.  Fr.  dowet 

Pradde,  drad,  p  rdi  pmri,  of  drede,  v.  5«x.  leardd 

Draf,  H.  ^ax,  tfalngt  thvown  away  aa  unfit  for 
roan*t  food  ' 

Praffack,  a  lack  fall  of  draff 

Drafty,  aij  >«jtr.  of  no  more  valoe  than  draff 

Dragget,  n  pi.  Fr.  dmgt 

Drede,  n.  St^x  fear,  doobt;  witboutea  diede, 
without  doubt ;  out  of  drede,  out  of  doubt 

Drede.  «.  Sax,  to  (ear,  dred»/ui.  t,  for  drad 

Drede ful,  aJj.  timorous 

predelet,  adv.  without  doubt 

Dreint,  pa»  /.  &  part,  of  drenche,  drowae4 

Drenche,  v.  Sax,  to  drovra 

Drenche,  v.  acut  Saz.  to  be  drowned 

Drerineffe,  a.  >^ax  forrow 

Drcry,  «<jf.  ^ax  forrowful 

Breife,  v.  Fr  to  addreft,  apply 

Dretche,  v.  aa.  Sax.  to  vex.  to  trouble 

J>retched,  part.  pa.  oppfcficd,  troubled,  Cmf, 
Am.  79 

Bretche,  «  mtai.  Sax.  to  delay*  Cm/.  Am.  1 78 

Bretching,  If  delay 

Drie,  v.  &jr  to  fuffer 

I>rtfe,  V.  Sax.  to  drim 

I>riokele»,  atg.  Sax.  without  drink 

Dronkelew,    adf.    Sax.  given    to    drink,  Pitrt^ 
PUmgb  41 

Dronken,  part.  pa.  of  drink,  v.  Sam.  drunk 

Drought  /0  /.  of  draw,  v.  Sax,  drew 

Drovy,tf^'.  Sax.  dirty 

Bruerie,  ».  Fr.  courtihip,  gallantry,  a  miftreft.  $ee 
J)m  Cat^  in  ▼.  Drmdaria^^^Thc  reader  may 
pel  haps  be  not  difpleafed  to  lee  the  folk>wing 
defcription  of  a  drut  or  lover,  by  GuiUem  Ac^- 
snar,  a  Provencal  poet,  mf.  Crofu,  lot.  alp. 

Ben  paoc  amm  drut,  qi  non  et  gelof, 
£t  paoc  ama,  qi  non  eft  airoe, 
£t  paoc  ama,  qi  non  es  folettis, 
£t  paoe  ama,  qi  non  fa  tracios ; 
Mais  vaut  d  amor  qi  ben  eft  enveiot 
Un  dols  plorar  non  fait  qatorze  ris. 

Quant  eu  li  quier  merce  en  genoillos, 
£  la  mi  colpa  et  mi  met  ochaifos, 
£t  1  aigua  m  cur  avel  per  mer  lo  via* 
£t  ela  m  fdi  un  regard  amoros, 
£t  eu  li  bais  la  bucha  cU  ojs  amdot, 
Adonc  mi  par  un  ioi  de  paradit. 


Drugge,  V,  Sm.  to  drag 

Dubbed,  part  pa  Sax,  created  a  kaigkt ;  ^tephnft 
it  derived  from  the  ftroke  (wick  afward<r 
othcrwile),  which  wal  always  a  principal  cere* 
moay  at  theocuatioB  of  «  knight ;  at  dnbbao, 
Ifland,  iigniftes  to  ftrike :  thin  ftroke  in  Fnodi 
vras  called  At  tfsilfr.  See  L'OnlemgSt  CheuaUntp^ 
^me^  TmUH*.  wer,%44.M'  F«14iibed  by  II. 
Barbasan  and  Dm  Cm^  is  v.  jU^  Mimmi 

Duetee,  m.  Fr.  duty,  what »  due  to  wu§  utte 

DuUe,  V.  a9.  Sax,  to  make  dull 

Dulle,  V.  mat  Sax.  to  grow  dull 

Dun  is  in  theuulv.  See  IUy*s  l^rcMruibial SimtM* 
p.  3if ,  ua  4faiU  as  Dun  in  the  mire.  I  fuffo^ 
Dun  was  a  nschuame  given  to  Ike  ufii  fnm  hM 
colour,  at  weU  as  BuraeU 

Dure,  V.  Fr.  to  endure 

Dureffe,  m,Fr,  hardftip,  feverity 

Du(ked,/«.  /.  Sax.  grew  durkMir  din 

Dutee,  as  duetee 

Dwale,  m.  Sax,  a  flaepsng  pockm 

DweUings»  ik/^  Sax,  ddays  ;  womu^  on^ 

Vwined,  part,  pa.  Sax,  WMStoi  -* 


Eu^d^poft.  pa,  fkughed.  See  Tfn 

EbraBce,  mdf.  Hebrew 

£cdeiiaft,  n.  an  ecdeiiaftical  periaii»  the  book  ef 

Ecdefiaftes  or  £ccleiiafticus 
Eche,  a^.  Sax.  «ke,  each  one,  every  out,  of  wot 

number 
£dke,  V.  Sax,  to  add,  to  add  co»tojeBGRaie 
£dippe,  pr.  a.  CSdipua 
£ffea, «.  Fr.  fttbftance 
£ft,  adv.  Sax,  again 

Eftfone,  eftfones,  adv.  Sax.  Cmo  afttr*  frtkt$ig 
Egalitec, «.  Fr.  equaUt|r 
Egcr,  egre,  adf.  Fr.  fliarp  « 

£gge,  w.  Sax,  to  incite 
Eggement,  m.  Sax.  iudtemeiit 
Egging,  ••  as  eggement 
Egremotne,  9.  Fr,  agrimony 
Eire,  for  air 
^i(el,  li.  Sax.  vinegar 
£lat,  part.  pa.  Lot.  ektcd 
£14e,ii.6«jr.  oldage 

£lde,  V.  Sax.  to  make  old,  v,  atoL  td  fftow  M 
£lenge,  a^.  ftrange,  (/r.  It  ibmecimes  feems  to  Sf» 

nify  dull,  cheerldfa,  aa  in  ^itr^  Fim^^  j  l|,  b. 

heavy-chetod  I  yede,  and  eleng*  in  kartct. 
Elengeneife,  9.  in  the  orig.  foucy,  care^tnmbk 
£lfe^  n  Sax.  a  witch,  a  faery 
Elf-qaene,  a.  queen  of  ehres  or  freriea 
B\i.pr  a.  feems  to  be  put  for  £Ue.    See  B  Kiqy^ 

chap.  19 
£lie,  pr.  m.  Elijah.   The  Carmelttca  pretend  tkac 

Elijah  was  the  founder  of  their  order 
£Iilce,^r.  n.  filiflia,  the  difciple  of  Elijah 
E\le&,adv.  Sax.  clfe;  elks  wlus, any  tUng  ^le ;  el* 

Ics  wher,  rifewb^^e 
£lvi(h.  atfj.  Sax  faery-like,  fan taftick;  it  foBKtMM 

£pem«  to  figntfy  iky,  rcfervcd 
Embelifc,  v.  Fr.  to  beautify 


flJLOflARr 
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Mmiyojikmcakp  m.  Fr.  tm^ik 

'Bm^Qvtdt^tfan,  pa,  Fr,  eiiibroider«d 

£me,  n.  Sax.  uncle 

Maionh,prtf.  $ttx.  ereo  with ;  emforth  mj  migfac, 
even  with  my  might,  wkh  ill  my  power  s  cm- 
forth  my  wit,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  underftand- 
ling :  it  is  m  oormptioii  of  cvenforch,  which  oc- 
«iin  ftt  kegth  in  JPieret  ^Uugi,  66,  b.  cvoalbrth 
with  thyfeUie 

Snpeire,  v.  Fr.  to  impair,  hprt 

^mp^ice,  m.  Fr.  empere(t 

fmplaftre,  v-  Fr.  to  pUtfter  ovtr 

JSmptic,  V.  to  lAfold,  to  inyolve  ;  impiHcat,  orig. 

JBmpoifoDer,  m.  Fr.  a  poifooer 

JEmpreiTe,  9.  ntut,  Fr.  to  crowd 

JEmpriie,  m  Fr.  undcrtakisg 

^mpce,  V.  Sax.  to  empty 

Embattelled,  fari.  pa.  Fr.  indented  like  a  bettle- 
tnent 

Enbibiog, /ar^./r.  /«f.  imbibing 

finbofed,  part.  pa.  Fr,  tmh^fmy  iheltered  in  a 
wood,   Du.  %$i 

£aboired,/ari./«.  Fr.  ffl^^,  raifcd 

Snbrace, «.  Fr.  to  take  huld  oi 

JBabraudc, «.  Fr.  to  embmder 

Bnccnie,  n.  Fr.  iacenfis 

£ocen£e.  «.  Fr.  to  bum  incenle»to  bvfn  inoenfe  to 

£nchaufiog, «.  Fr.  heat 

£nchefon,  m.  Fr.  omic,  oceaiion 

£D€orporing,/ar/  pr.  Fr.  incorporating 

£ndeloog,/n^.  Sar.  along,  oih.  Icngthwaya 

Sndetted,/a»/./«.  Fr.  mdebted 

Eodire, «.  Fr.  to  didate,  relate 

Endoute, «.  Fr.  to  doubt,  to  fear 

Endric,  V.  Sax.  to  fuffer 

Snee,/r.  n.  Jfincai 

£neido0,/r.  m.  Vtrgik  JEneis 

£ofamincd,/«r/.  pa.  Fr.  hungry 

Enfede,  v.  Fr  to  infed,  par*,  pa.  inCiAed 

Eoforce,  «.  Fr.  to  ftrcngthen 

Enforced,  pari.  pa.  confirained  by  force 

Enfortune,  «.  fr.  to  endow  with  a  certain  for- 
tune 

Engcndmrc, «.  Fr.  generation 

Engined,  pari.  pa.  Fr.  racked,  tortured 

Engluting,  rather  enluting,  fiopping  with  clay 

SogTcggc,  V.  Fr.  to  aggravate 

Eogreve,  v.  Fr.  to  hurt 

Eohaunfc,  v.  Fr.  to  raife 

Enfaaunfed, /vrr/.  fa.  raifed 

Eohott,^.  Fr.  to  tihxat 

Eokced,  part.  fa.  Fr.  entangled 

Enlangoored,  pari.  fa.  Fr.  hM  with  langour 

^tileren,  num.  Sax.  eleven 

Enlomine,  v.  Fr.  to  illuminate 

Eaoint,  fart.  pa.  Fr.  anointed 

£iifeled,/«rf./0.  Fr.  ibaled  up,  kqpt  feoet 

Bn(pire, «.  Fr.  to  in|)pire 

Enfure, «.  Fr.  to  affare 

Emaile,  M.  Fr.  fliape 

£nuiIed,/ar/./a.  Fr.  carred 

Emaknte, «.  Fr.  to  eicite 

Emend,  v.  Fr.  to  attend 

EotcnddMnt, «.  Fr,  onderfiandiflg 


Entente,  n.  Fr.  intenttoB 

Ententif,  adj.  Fr,  attentive 

£nterchangeden,/w.  r.  pi.  Fr,  exchanged 

Entcnnedled,  part,  fa*  Fr.  inteonixcd 

Entermete,  «.  Fr.  to  interpofe 

Enterpart,  v.  Fr.  to  ihave 

Eatetched,  fan.  f^  Fr.  ^titatUi  it  it  q>plied  indif- 
ferently to  things  and  perfont  marked  or  en- 
dowed with  good  or  bad  qualities :  enutched 
and  defouled  with  y  vel,  (Uined  and  defiled  with 
evil;  the  beftentetcbedy  endowed vmh  the  bell 
qoalitiet 

En(ree>  m.  Fr*  entry 

JKnteemeea,  »•  pi*  fr,  choice  difliea  ftrved  in  bf* 
tween  the  courfei  at  a  feafl,  Ctig. 

Entrike,  v,  Fr.  to  deceive,  to  entangle 

Emnned*  fori-  pa.  fr.  tuned 

Emunet,*.//.  Fr.  ibnge,  nnet,  Z>».  309. 

Eavenime, «.  Fr.  to  poiibB 

Envenimingt  «•  poifoninf 

Envie, «.  Fr,  to  vie,  to  contend,  Dm,  406 

Environ,  aiv.  Fr.  about,  Ciw/.  Am,  3£f ,  b« 

Environ,  «.  Fr.  to  fnrround 

EmrQl«ped,/«r#.^.  Fr,  wreptnp 

Envyned,  ftored  with  wine 

Epifiolia,  Lai*  epiUlet 

Equipolescet,  «-/</.  Fr,  equivaleata 

£r,  aim.  Sax.  before,  bttidr«  tha* 

Erandc,  m.  Sax.  a  aoeflage,  an  errandf  Ih.  l$^ 

Ere,  m.  Fr.  to  plough 

Ereoa,  for  ErDS,/r.  a.  Cr,  Low 

Erke,  a^.  Sax.  weary,  fick« 

Erly  adp.  Sax.  early 

Ermc, «.  Sax.  to  grievt  __ 

Ermin,  a^j.  Armenian 

Exneft,  •.  iSmt.  neal,  ihidioiMpurfiik  of  any  thing 

Emeftfui,  a^.  Ceriona 

Erratikf,  att/.  Fr,  wandering,  af^klicd  to  the  pla« 
neta 

Errannt,  pan,pr^.Fr,  ftrolliog,  applied  to  %  thief 

Ert,  erfe,  x.  Sax.  the  Amdameat 

Era,  ado./aftri.  of  er,  firft,  at  erfi,  U  firft,  for  the 
firfttime;  it  itfometiiqetrodoiidant,  longerft 
or,  long  before 

Erthelet,  mj.  Sax.  withouc  earth 

Efchaunge,-*'  Fr.  exchange 

Efchere,  efchud  «.  Fr.  to  fliun,  to  decline 

Efculapiut,  pr.  n,  a  book  of  medidne  under  hie 
name  it  mentioned  by  Fairk,  JUU,  Gr.  t.  i  p • 
56,  n. 

Efe, «.  Fr  pleafure 

Efe,  V.  to  accommodate 

Efement,  n.  relief 

Efie,  at^.  gentle,  light ;  eiie  fighea,  which  paflago 
Ixvd  Surrey  hat  copied*  Sooget,  &c.  p,  xi, "  and 
**  eafy  iighet,  fuch  at  folket  draw  in  love*'*    « 

Efier,  nmp.  i.  lighUf ;  el  cfier  avail ;  of  lighter  «r 
left  value 

Efilich,  adv,  gendy  [ma 

Efpernt,  pr,  m.  Heiperoe,  a  name  of  the  pkoet  Vo* 

Efpiaille,  x,  Fr.^ing,  private  watching 

Efpirituell,  adj.  Fr.  fpiritual,  heavenly 

Efbine,  x.  ir.a  legal  excufe 

Eftat,  eftate, «.  Fr,  iUte,cooditien,  adnuoiftntiofi 
of  government 
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Eftatelich,  sdj,  ftately  ' 

£(be»,  Ji.  pi,  Fr.  the  inward  pacts  of  a  bnild- 
iog 

Eternc^  mh.  Lot.  everlaftiog 

£the,  m/J,  Sax.  eafy 

Evmngilet, «.  pi,  fr,  gofpels 

Even,  aJj,  Sax,  equal ;  an  even  CrificB,  a  fellow 
Chrtftian 

ETenlike,  atg.  Sax.  eqnal 

Evenlike,  adv.  equally 

H.reT^adv,  5a». always;  ever  in  on,  continually  in 
the  Dune  manner ;  ever  lenger  the  more,  where 
this  elliptical  j^afe  is  expreffed  at  length. 

Everich,  aJf.  Sax,  every  one  of  many,  each  of  two 

£w,  m.  Sax,  yew 

£xaltat,/«rf.  pa,  Lai,  exalted 

Exametron,  is  explained  hy  the  context  to  fignify 
a  Verfe  of  fix  feet ;  it  ufnally  fignifies  the  l^oic 
▼er(e,  bat  here,  1  fuppofe,  muft  be  underftood  to 
mean  the  iambic,  in  which  the  ancient  tragedies 
wereconmionly  verfified. 

Executonr,  a,  Fr,  executioner 

Executrice,  m,  Fr.  a  feihale  executioner 

Exorcifarions,  m,  pi,  Fr.  exorcifms,  conjurations 

Expans  yeres,  *^  In  this  and  tihe  following  verfes 
**  the  poet  defcribes  the  Alphonfine  aftronomical 
**  ubles  by  the  feveral  parts  of  them,  wherein 
**  fome  technical  terms  occur  which  were  ufed 
**  by  the  old  aftronomers,  and  continued  by  the 
**  compilers  of  thofe  tables.  Colled  years  are 
"  ceruin  fnms  of  years,  with  the  motions  of  the 
**  heavenly  bodies  correfpondhig  to  them,  as  of 
^  lo,  40, 4o,  Ice  difpofcd  into  tables ;  and  expans 
**  years  are  the  fingle  years,  with  the  motions  of 
**  the  heavenly  bodies  anfwering  to  them,  be- 
~  **  ginning  at  I,  and  continued  on  to  the  finalleft 
**  coiled  fum,  as  ao,  &c.  A  root  or  radix  is  any 
**  certain  time  taken  at  pleafore,  from  which  as 
**  an  oa  the  celeiUal  motions  are  to  be  coro- 
**  puted.  Bypropordoneleonvenientesaremeant 
**  the  tables  of  proportional  paru.'*  Gloff.  Ur, 
"  Argument  in  aftronomy  is  an  arch  whereby 
**  we  feek  another  unknown  arch  proportional 
"tothefirft."  Champs 

£xpedaunt,/arr./a.  Fr.  waiting 

Expleite,  v,  Fr,  to  perform 

£y,  n.  Sax,  an  egg ;  but  as  it  were  a  grypes  aye, 
•     Com/,  Am,  %% 

£y,  laUrj, 

£yen,«.//.  jkar.eyes 

"B-ltetfor  air 

Eyriih,  at^,  aerial,  belonging  to  the  air 


Fable,  n,  Fr.  idle  difcourfe 

Facoode, «.  Fr.  eloquence 

Facounde,  aJj.  eloquent  Dy,  926. 

Faerie,  u,  Fr,  the  nation  of  Faeries.  Enchantmctit, 

the  work  of  faeries ;  king  of  Faerie ;  queue  of 

Faerie ;  contrec  of  Faerie 
Fain,  atg.  Sax.  glad ;  than  was  I  as  fayne  as  foule 

>of  layre  morowe,  Ficrfs  Fhugi,  47,  b. 
Fab|  adv,  gladly 


Faine,  v.  Fr,  to  feign,  to  diffemble ;  to  fwinke  uti 
travail  he  not  £uneth,  he  does  not  fdgn  or  pr^ 
tend  only  to  labour,  i.  e.  he  labours  feriottfly. 

Fairehede,  n.  Sax.  beauty 

Faitonr,  n.  Fr.  a  lazy  idle  fellow,  Pieree  Fltx^ 
Z%  b.  33  b.  fsitard,  faitenr,  im  parefCeux,  pi^a. 


Faldiog,  a  kind  of  coarfe  doth,  Sk,  He  derives  it 
from  the  A.  S  feald,  plica  :  however  that  may 
be  Helmoldut  [Cbrom.  Slav.  L  >.  c  x,]  fpraks  of 
ixduautOa  latua  (probably  coarfe  eootigfaj  fm 
m»»  appdUmui  falikxe*  i  Mn&fallim  hi  Tri(h,  ac- 
cording CO  Lhuyd,  fignifies  a  mantle.  Gtialdas 
Cambr.  [Top^g,  HUera,  difi.  3.  c-  10,]  defcribes 
the  Iriih  as  clothed  in  pbaUxgii  laath^  via  p^ 
Uorum.  Faldyng  cloth,  AmpUktitu.  Bknt*' 
Prompt.  Parvi  Row  cloth,  as  faldyng  and  other 
like.  Emhromit  Ampbiiaipi  Hid.  See  Dm  CaM^e, 
in  v«  AmphiUlat 

Fall.^r  iwiicn^  part,  pa, 

Falfen,  v.  Fr.  to  faliify,to  deceive 

Falwe,  aif.  Sax,  yellow 

Falwcs,  n.  pi.  Sax.  harrowed  lands 

Famuler,  adj.  Lai.  dom^c 

Fan,  JI.  the  quintaine,  which  ts  called  a  fui  or  van, 
firom  its  turning  round  like  a  weathercock.  See 
Du  Cangi  in  V.  Fama,  Menefritr  Jmr  le$  terMcr, 
Di&.  Etymoi.  in  v.  $^mmtaiM<^  and  Kaxmtf*  Ftn 
r9cb. 

Fande,/«.  /.  of  finde,  v.  Sax.  found 

Fane,  n.  a  weathercock 

Fantafie,».  Fr.  fancy 

Fantome,  m.  Fr.  any  falie  imagtnarioo ;  ei  dhvd 
plujtert  qtnls  avoitxtete  em  fantofine.  Froigart^  v. 
i.c.  63 

Farte,  v,  Fr.  farder,  to  paint 

Fardel,  m.  Fr.  a  burthen 

Fare,  v.  Sax,  to  go ;  to  fare  wel,  to  fpeed»  to  be 
happy 

Fare,  m,  feems  to  have  been  derived  firom  the 
French  v.  faire,  whenever  it  can  be  iDtcrprrtcd 
by  the  word  ado;  this  hote  fare;  for  which 
the  wardein  chidde  and  naade  fare;  what  a- 
mounteth  all  this  fare  ?  betwixt  us  two  sedeth 
no  firaoge  fare ;  and  leve  this  nice  fare.  Is 
other  iofiances  it  follows  the  fenfe  of  the  Saxoo 
V.  fare,  as  in  the  compound  words  wclhrc, 
thoroughfare,  &c. 

Faren,  fzre,  part,  pa, 

Farcs,/«r  fsreth 

Faring, /tfr/./r. 

Farme,  a.  Sax.  food,  a  meaL  See  Spdmam  m  v. 
Firpia 

Farfc,  V.  Fr,  hrdr,  to  ftuff 

Fathc,  II.  See  Lathe 

Fautc,  H.  Fr.  want 

Fawe,  adj.  Sat.  glad ;  as  fain 

Fay, «.  Fr,  faith 

Fayre,  adj.  Sav,  fair 

Fayre,  adv,  fairly,  gracefully 

Feblcffc,  «r.  Fr.  wcaknefs 

Fecchc,  V.  Sax.  to  fetch 

Fee,  n.  Sax.  money.  It  ieems  to  fignify  inheritable 
pofTefiions,  in  cootradiftin^ion  to  money  er 
moveables 


GLOSSARY. 


«i 


J!^£E«, «.  J*r.  Co  Sofeof;  to  predeiit 

Feine,  v.  Fr.  to  Jfcign 

Fel,  adv.  Sax,  cruel,  deftradive 

Felaw,  H,  Saxm  fellow,  compamon 

FeUwihip, «.  Sax.  company 

Felawihipe,  v.  to  accompany 

Felde,  n.  •SVrx.  a  field 

Fe]dexi,/a.  /.  ^.  of  felle,  v.  ^«x.  felled,  made  to 
faU 

Felc,  aig.  Sax*  maoy 

Fele,  V.  .S41X.  to  feel,  to  have  fenfe,  to  perceive 

Fell,  n.  Sax.  (kin 

Felonie,  m  Fr.  all  forts  of  criminal  violence 

Feloun,  adf.  Fr,  cruel 

Femime,/r.  m.  the  country  of  Amazons  , 

Femininicee, «.  Fr.  womanhood 

Fend, «.  Sax.  an  enemy,  the  devil 

Fendliche,  adj.  devilifli 

Fenne,  «.  the  name  of  the  fedioos  of  A^icenne's 
great  work  intituled  Camam,  See  Camcn 

Feoffcd,  f>art.  pa.  Fr.  infeoffed 

Fer,  adv.  Sax.  far 

Ferrc,  comp.  further 

Tcm^j/uperl.  furtheil 

Ferd,  fcred./tfr*  pa.  of  fere,  terrified 

Ferd,  ferde,^.  t.  of  fare 

Ferdcn  pa.  t.pi. 

Fere,  i>.  Sax.  a  companion,  a  wife,  in  fere,  toge- 
ther, in  company 

ftTc,f§r  fire 

Fcie,  m.  Sax.  fear 

Fere,  v.  ^aor.  to  terrify 

Ferforth,  fcrforthly,  adv,  Sax.Ju  forth 

Fcrly,  tfif .  54fx.  (Irangc 

Fermacie,/or  pharmacie, «.  Fr.  a  medicine 

Fermc,  «.  Fr.  a  farm 

Fermercre,  n.  Lat  infrmarius,  the  officer  in  a  reli- 
gious houfo  who  had  the  care  of  the  infirmary, 

Du  Cange  in  V. 

Ferne,  adv.  Sax  before 

Ffirt,  adj.  Fr^  fierce 

Fers,  H.  Du  654,^^7.  the  piece  at  chefs  next  to  the 
king,  which  we  and  other  £uropttn  nations 
call  the  queen,  though  very  improperly,  at 
Hyde  has  obferved.  Pbrrx  or  Phersan,  which 
is  the  Perfian  name  for  the  fame  piece,  fignifies 
the  king's  chief  counfellor  or  generaL  Hift. 
£&a^i/M/.p.  88,9 

Ferthing,  «.  Sax,  a  farthing,  any  very  fmall  thing ; 
no  ferthing— of  grefe,  not  the  (znalleft  fpot  of 
greafe 

Feft,  a.  Sax.  fill 

Fcftc,  m.  Fr.  fcaft 

Feikej'mgfPart,  pr.  Fr.  feafiing 

Feftlich,<«^'.  ufcd  to  feaOs 

Fetche,  n.  Sax.  a  vetch 

Fete,  m,  Fr.  work 

Fetife,  adj,  well  made,  neat 
.    Fetifely,a</cr.  neatly,  properly 

Fette,  fet,/tfr/.  pa.  of  fcccke 

Fey,  n.  Fr.  faith  ^ 

Fcyre,  n.  Fr.  a  fair  or  market 

Jiaunce,  tt.  Fr.  truft 

Fidel,  n.  Sax.  a  fiddle 

FiU,/#rfeU,/a./.  offall 


Finch,  JB.  &x.  a  (mall  bird ;  to  pull  a  finch,  was  z 
proverbial  ezpreflion,  fignifying  to  fbip  a  man 
by  fraud  of  his  money,  &c 

if  I  may  gripe  ariche  man 
I  (hall  iopulli  him,  if  I  can, 
That  he  (hall  in  a  £ewe  ftoundcs 
Lefe  all  his  markes  and  his  poondes.— ^ 
Our  maidens  (hall  eke  plucke  him  fo 
That  him  (hall  neden  fethers  tmu 

Withonte  fcalding  they  hem  puiU* 

Find,  V.  Sax,  to  find,  to  fupply.  Fint,ysr  findeA 

Fine,  fin,  m,  Fr.  end 

Fine,  v.  Fr,  to  ceafe 

Fine,  atg.  Fr.  of  fine  force,  of  Tery  neceflity 

Fit.  «.  Sax.  a  divifion  or  (hort  portion  of  a  poea» 

See  GloiT.  Percy  in  t. 
Fittingeft,tf^'.yi^.  iSsx.mofl.  fitting 
Fixe,  adj,  Fr.  fixed 
Flaie,/0r  fley,  pa.  t,  of  flee,  flew 
Flaine,^rf.  pa.  of  flaie,  v.  Sax.  flaied  or  fletd^ 
Flambe,  n,  Fr.  flame 

Flatour, «.  Fr.  a  flatterer.  Corf,  Am.  X54,  b. , 
Flawe,  atg,  yeUow,  from  the  Lat.  Maws,  Olofl^ 

Ur 
Flecked,  o^'.  fpotted 
Fleckering, /ar/./r.  SeeF/ieler. 
Flee, «.  miut.  Sax.  to  fly 
Fleen,  m.  pi.  Sax,  fleas 
Fleme,  V.  .Sox.  to  banifli 
Flemed,  pari.  pa. 
Flemer, «.  banKher 
Flete,  V.  Sax.  to  float,  to  fwtm 
Flete,  fir  fleteth 
FIeting,^arf .  pr. 
Flicker,  v.  neat.  Sax.  to  flutter 
Flit,  V.  mnf.  Sax,  to  fly;  eiU/mi,  orig; 
Flit,  V.  aO.  R.  to  remove 
Flitering,  part.  pr.  floating,  /uHaatus  orig. 
Flittod,  part.  pr.  removed,  fliifted 
Flo,  n.  Sax.  an  arrow,  Flone, //• 
Flockmel,  adv.  Sax,  in  a  floci: 
Fk>rein,^r.  m*  a  fpedes  of  gold  coin 
Flotery,««^'.  Sax,  floating 
Flotte,  V,  Fr,  to  float, 
Flotte,  V.  as  flete 
Floureles,  adj,  without  flower 
Flourette, «.  Fr,  a  (mall  flower 
Floyting,  playing  on  the  flute 
Foine,  v.  Fr,  to  make  a  pafs  in  fencing,  to  pufh 
Foifon,  a,  Fr,  abundance 
Folcd,  part,  pa.  Sax,  foaled 
Folehardinefs,  ir.  Fr.  rafhnefs, 
Fole-large,  adj.pemdt,  fooliflily  Ubertl 
Folie,ii.Fr.  folly 
Fulily,  ado,  fooliihly 
Folwe,  V.  Sax.  to  follow 
Foly,  adj,  foolilh 
Fond,  adj.  Sax.  fooliih 
Fond, /a.  /.of  find 
Fonde,  v.  Sax,  to  try 
Fong,  V,  Sax.  to  take. 
Fonne,  n.  Sax,  a  fool 


rWttktf  v.  to  DC  feoUn 
^oDt-ftoor,  m.  Sm.  m  font  for  biptirfag 
touprip.  Ssx.fr;  LmT- p9»r.  JFV. ;  it  Is  firequcntly 
prefixed  to  verbi  in  the  infinitive  mood  in  the 
French  manner ;  for  to  tellen ;  for  to  don ;  ftmr 
(Hrt,  pmr  fairti  for  Co  ban  hea^fmr  Ovttr  it*. 
It  fometiibei  ffgnifiei  againft;  for  percing  of 
hb  herte,  againil,  or  to  prevent,  piercing;  for 
ftelingof  ti«^  foib;  againft  ftealinj^.  See  Pitrte 
PloMgb;  31.  fiyme  ftsB  Ibwe  the  Taclce  ibr  ihed- 
>  ding  ofthe  vrheate*  i.  r.  to  prevent  fliedding 
For,  euif.  Jkr.  fdW,  Lot.  fnr  ct  pu,  Fr.  becaule 
that ;  for  him  lufte  to  ride  fo ;  for  (he  wolde 
.  vntoe  pteier;  for  I  teche 
Ibr,  in  compofition,  hat  varioos  powers;  it  it  moil 
commonly  intenfive  of  the  fignification  of  the 
word  with  wliidi  it  it  joined,  at  in  fordlonkcn, 
fbrdry,  forfered,  &c. ;  fometimes  privative,  a« 
'     in  forhoden,  foryete ;  and  fometimet  only  com- 
municative of  an  ifl  lb:iie,as  in  forfiute»  for£u%, 
forjoged,  ^c. 
For«  Fr.  and  ver,  i^^.  havd  fimilar  potren  in 

compofition 
Forbere,  «.  Smx.  to  abftain 
Vorbod^,/0rf.^x  offorbedc,  «.  Sav.  forbidden 
Forbrake^  fs,  A.  broke  off';  abnipl,  orig. 
Forbrufed,/4irr./tf.  Fr.  forelybruifed 
Force, «.  Fr,  no  force,  no  matter  $  I  do  no  force, 
.    I  care  not ;  I  do  no  fbrce  of  your  drvinitee,  I 
care  not  for  yoor  divinity ;  no  force  of  deth,  no 
matter  for  death ;  they  yeve  no  force,  they  care 
not ;  dtfcuU  avwr  mefiit  force:  orig. 
Forcutte,  ^.  Sax.  to  cut  through 
Fordo,  V.  Sm.x,  to  do  away,  to  ruin 
Fordon,  fordo,  ptirt.  pa.  undone 
Fordrivc.  (fordrivcn)/ar/./>tf.  5^x.  driven  away 
Fordronken,/<srf./a.  iar,.vcr]C  drunken 
Fordry,  a/jj.  Sax,  \ttj  dry 
Fordwined,/«rr.^.  Sax,  wafted  aWay 
Fore,  ((orcn)  part. pa.  of  fare,  v.  Sav.  ^one 
Yore,  prtp.  Sax.  it  fcldom  ufcd  by  itftlf;  in  com- 
pofition it  has  the  power  of  h<  fore. 
Foreio,  «.  a  jakci,  Gloff.  Ur  from  SL ;  the  con- 
text ieems  rather  co  require  that  it  fiiould  fig- 
nify  an  outward  court  or  garden 
Foreweting, «.  Sav.  forcknowIcJge 
Forcwotc,  forewcte,  v  Sax,  to  foreknow 
ForfaitCjf.  Fr.  to  mifdo 
Forfare,  v.  Sax.  to  fare  iU 
Toriend^ffart.pa.  Sax  much  afraid 
Forgifte,  m.  Sax.  forgivencft 
Forgon,  wi/l  v.  Sax.  to  omit,  to  lofe 
foTgrovrtn^part.  pa.  Sax.  ovcr^rowcn 
Forjuged,^tfr/./#.  Fr.  wrongfully  judged 
Forkerve,  v.  Sax.  to  carve  or  cut  through 
Forlaft,/«r/. /tf.  Sax.  left  off  entirely 
Forlefe,  v.  Sax,  to  lofe  entirely 
Forlete,^.  Sax.  to  give  over,  to  quit 
Forlore,  (forloren)  part.  pa.  Sax.  utterly  Toft 
Forloyne,  a.  Fr.  forlonge,  a  term  of  the  chafe, 
which  figoifict  that  the  game  is  far  off,  Da.  386 
Forme,  a/ij.  Sax.  firft ;  Adam  our  forme  father 
YormcHttodJ./up.  Sax,  firft,  Du.  8^3 
Formcll,  A.  F.  371,  is  put  for  the  female  of  any 
fowl,  more  frct|ucntly  for  a  female  eagle 


FocpiaBd,  fsH,  pA  As.  frijml  9W&fk  tdBH» 

ed 
Forfake, «.  Sax,  to  deqy 
Forlbapen,  pari.jfm.  St,  tFUBiforme# 
Folfhronke,  (forim  onken)  pari,  pm,  Ssi.  §a^  n 


FoFileuthe,  forilouther  foaSfge,  ••  Sma^  1 
through  floth 

i^rfengcD,/knr«.  Ar.  Sm,  tind  «itll  i 

Forfter,  n.  Fr, »  torefter . 

Fbrearaoght,/«r#,/tf.  Ssx  diflkiAed 

Fortfaby,  4db.  ^ttr.  forwira  by 

Forther,  v.  ^x.  tp  further,  to  advttee 

Forthinke,  «^  Sitt.  to  grieve,  to  vcjK 

Forthought,  d«.  #.  of  forthinke 

Forthren,  o^  av.  o#fortIier 

Forthy.  tomj.  Sax,  therefbre 

Fortroden,  part^  /r.  of  fortmd,  «;  Sn* 
down 

Fortnit,«^.  Fr.  accidental 

Fortune, «.  Fr,  to  make  fortusate,  to  give  geoior 
bad  fortune 

Fortunout,  a§.  proceding  from  (Mtooe  . 

Forwaked,/«r/.^.  Saz.  ha ving  waked  Ibli)^ 

Forwandred,  part*   pa.    Sax,    hsring  wtadicl 
long 

Forwelked,/i«r/./«.  Sax,  much  wrixilded. 

Forwept,Arr/,/a.  Sax.  having  much  yimfft 

Forvr^<cd,part.pa,  Sax.  worn  out 

Forewerie,  af.  Sax.  very  weary    .  . 

Forword,  (foreword)  m.  Sax,  a  promife  ar  eofO' 

,  nant 

Forwounded,^ar#.  pa.  Sax,  much  woondcf 
,  Forwrapped,  />tfrf.  ^  wrapped  up 

Foryeldc,  v.  Sax.  to  repay 

Foryete,  ♦.  S^r,  to  forget 

Forycttcn,  part.ptt, 

Fofter,  k.  Fr,  as  fofter   ^   . 

Foftred,  patt.  pa,  of  fofter, «:  Sax*  noonffiol 

Foftring,  n.  nutriment 

Fote-hot,  immediate^ 

Fote-mantel,  means,  I  fuppofe,  a'  feqrtof  ridiii^-pe- 

ticoat,  fuch  is  is  now  ufed  by  market-women 
Fother,  n.  Sax.  a  carriager-load;  an  indefinice  Itfge 

quantity 
F6udre,  n,  Fr.  lightning 
Foule,  «.  iSV;^.  a  bird 
Foundtpa,  t.  of  find,  fupplied 
Founde,  v.  u  fonde 

Foundred,  pa.  t.  of  founder,  9*  Fr,  fell  dowft^ 
Fowertie,  Mim,  Sax,  tottj 
Foxcrie,  n.  foxiih  manners 
Fra,  for  fro,  prep.  Sax,  from  s  it  u  Ibmetimei  efif 

adverbially,  till  and  fra,  to  and  firo 
Frainc,  v.  Sax,  to  tik 
Franknet,  n.  pi.  Sax.  fpcftt,  freckles 
Franchife, «.  Fr.  frankneft,  generofity 
Frank, «.  a  denomination  of  French  m«iDey;  att» 

fwering  at  present  to  the  ihf)  e  Tmnmi 
Frankelein,  pr.  n. 

Fraught,  v.  Sax,  to  freig^hr,  Icndaflirp 
Fre,  adj.  «2x.  willing,  nnconftraincd,  at  Cbettyili* 

beral,  bountiful 
Fredom,  n.  Sax.  at  franchife 
Frcchee,  n.  Fr,  frailty 
Ficgius,  for  Phrygiut 


OLOSSAllT. 


Wfm^fttme^  mg.  &».  ftMfs,  to  firand  1m  ta 

fremed,  Pitrtt  Pim^,  79 
Frwetike  dtf.  Ft.  fraatick 
Frenfeie,  m.  Fr.  tfretuiy 
7rere,«.  Fr.  %  fei«r,  furmPlmifi^^  X». ».  b. 
Freflie,  •.  Fr.  to  rcfrefli 
Fret,*.  Fr.  a  band 
Fr«t,frctttt»^ia*<./it«  PHfinmgkt,  fitted,  or  peA«p» 

wroughtin  a  kind  of  fretwork :  a  km  of  blaxoo 
I    it  called  frati\  and  through  the  firet  faU  of 

fallhede-^we  ihould  iMd-^  tMUthtt  fret  foil  of 


Frete,«.  Smx,  to  eat,  drfonr 

Frefiog,/a^.^. 

Frette,  (trctcd)/arf^/«. 

Freyne, «.  Sax,  at  fruar 

Mfe,/r.  a.  FriexUnd 

Frou,  m.  Fr.  to  mb 

Ffmmceks,  atf.  Fr.  withovt  mM^ 

Frowafd>  a^'  .?«*.  avetfe 

Fro  ye,  fromyoa;  yebpat  fqi  yon,  «iat  fro  ye 

may  rh^ne,  in  appeanooo  at  leaft,  wkk  joye 

aa^TVoye 
Fmauoot,  a^  Fr,  bmxM 
Fnriteftere,  a.  Sax  a  female  fcUei'  of  fruit 
Ful-drire,  fart.  fa.  ftiUy  dnrcn,  completed 
FoDce,  {Fr.  Mke)  a.  Sax.  people 
Fnlfumaefie,  a.  .Sax.  iatiety 
Fmnetere,  fr.  a.  of  a  pUat,  fumitory,  fomaria^ 

fu^aikikm  a  bomber  adafbu.  Baft  Sym^.^ 
Fumofitee,  a.  Fr.  fumet  arifing  from  eauaeffire 

drtnkiDg 
FmidtfiieBt,  a.  Fr.  ibmidataoB 
Fnrial,  «jf.  Fr.  ragiag 
Fulible,  «$.  Fr.  capabk  of  betog  melted 
Vj^mUrj.  Fr.  I/ay  fy,I  cry  flume 


a 

Gafa^tr.  Fn  tota]kidly,tolie;  gabbe  1  of  this? 

nam  id  wutUhr  f  ' 

Oaddet,  it   probably  a  mifprtnt   for    JFmiiH, 

thoogh  1  do  DOt  kaow  what  Chiron  had  any 

right  to  that  title 
OadUng,  a.  Sax.  an  idle  Tagabood 
Gadred,/af^  /a*  Si^  galhered 
Gailer,  a.  Fr.  gaoler 
Oaillard.  a^.  Fr.  brifk,  gay 
Caitre-beriet,  bcrriet  of  the  dog-wood  tree,  «r- 

nMs/aawia 
Oalasie,  /r.  a.  the  MiUcy  Way,  a  ttack  in  the 

heaven*  fo  called 
Gale,  V.  Sax.  Gatan  Las,  ftgaifiet  eamrti, 
Galfridc^.  m  Geoffrey  of  Moamoofth,  Geoffrey 

Viaiauf.  8ee  Gamfridt 
Galice,  fr.  m  ti  provinee  of  Spain,  the  famooa 

ihrineof  flt.  Jametat  Compoft^  wat  as  Qa^ 

licia 
Galingale,  fr.  a.  IVreet  cyprclt 
Gallieo,  Galian,  fr.  a.  Galea 
Galoche,a.  Fr.aflioe 
Galpe,  V.  Sax.  to  gape,  to  yawn 
Oa)ping,/drA  fr.  gaping,  ya>«aanf 
Galwet,  n.fL  Soa.  llic  gallowa 


Gan,  fa.  t.  of  gitine,  v.  Sax.  Wgal 

Ganoen,  //. 

Gar, «.  Sax.  to  make 

Gardebrace,  a.  Fr.  amionr  lor  die  arm 

Gargate,  a.  Fr.  the  throat 

Garifouo,  leeau  to  be  nfed  aa  a-  v.  to  heal;  tfie 

orig.  hat  garifon,  a.  n.  healing,  reca^y 
Garncment,  a.  Fr.  a  garment 
Gamer, »  Fr.  a  granary  or  fiereroam 
Garntfon,  a.  Fr.  a  gaard  or  gamioa 
Gaftndt,  a.  .Slav.  gaftUaeft 
Gate,  gatte,/«.  #.  of  get,  •*  Snx.  gat,  be^ 
Gate;  a.  .S^x.  a  way ;  went  her  gate,  went  ker 

way 

Gaitilden,/r.  a.  Jolm  Oateftlen,  author  of  a  modi- 
ciQ  work,  entitled  Jd$fo  AxgHtamt,  in  the  I4di 
ceatnry.  8«e  Tamur  in  ▼. 

Gaude,  a.  Fr.  jeft,  gaudet,  fi.  ridicaJont  tricka 

Ganfride,/r.  a. 

Gaore,  «.  to  ilare,  for  them  that  gavred  an^ 
caft  on  me  their  fight  lyJ.  Gra,  b.  is.  f.  9%m 
h. 

Gawain,/r.  a.  nephew  to  King  Arthur  by  hit  fi^ 
ter,  married  to  King  Lot :  la  (ayt  the  Brit.  Kift. 
which  goet  under  thename  of  GeotiRrey  of  Moa* 
mouth,  and  I  beliew  it  will  be  in  vain  to-  look 
for  any  more  authentick  gencalogift  of  all  thae 
fiunily;  he  k  there  called  Walganut«  The  Fr. 
romaacert,  who  have  built  upon  Ocoffirey't  ft»an- 
dationt,  agree  in  defcribing  Gawaia  aa  a  model 
af  kni^idy  courtefy  :  to  thit  hia  eftablifted 
charader  our  author  alludet 

Oayler,  m.  Fr.  at  gaiier 

Geant,  a.  Fr.  giant;  the  crane  the  geant 

Gear,  a.  Sec  gere^ 

Geode,  for  gent 

Geneloo,  fr.  a.  of  one  of  CharlemagneV  officers, 
who  by  hit  treachery  was  the  caufe  of  the  de- 
feat at  Ronceraia,  the  death  of  Roknd,  &e.  for 
which  he  was  torn  to  piecet  by  horfet.  This  at 
leaft  it  the  account  of  the  anther  who  calk  him- 
felf  Archbifhop  Turpin,  and  of  the  romancera 
who  followed  hkn,  upon  whole  credit  the  name- 
of  Genelon  or  Ganelon  wat  for  feveral  ceaturiet 
centuries  a  fynonymous  eapreflion  for  the  worft 
of  traitort.  Our  Author  aUudes  to  his  treache- 
ry, and  to  his  puniihment.    See  alio  J>x.  iiiz* 

Gent,  oig,  Fr.  neat,  pretty 

Genterie,a.  Fr.  geutility 

Gcmil,  cdf.  Fr.  in  itt  original  fenfe  meant  welbom, 
of  a  noble  family,  '*  II  y  avott  un  Cherafier, 
**  Capitaine  de  la  ville :— <point  gtmtitkmmi  n*  * 
■*  eftoit : — et  Tavoit  frit,  pour  fa  vaillaiice,  le 
««  Roy  Edouard  Chevalier,**  Frmffsrt^  v.  ii.  c. 
77.  .It  it  conunonly  put  for  civil,  Hberal, gen- 
tlemanlike 

GentitclTe,  n.  Fr.  follows  the  fignificationt  ofgentil 

Gebmaocie,  a.  Fr.  divinationt  by  figaret  made  0% 
the  earth 

Gere,  n.  Sax.  all  fortt  of  inftramenu ;  of  cookery, 
of  war,  of  apparel,  of  chemifiry ;  in  hir  quaii^te 
gere«,  in  their  ibange  falhioBt 

Geric,  gerful,  changeable,  probably  from  the  Fr* 
girer,  to  turn  round :  gieiful 

Gcrland,  a.  jtr.  a  garland,  the  naanc  of  t  do;g 
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Gefle,  V.  Sase,  to  gneff 

Geft,  ff.  &x.  a  goeft 

.Ge(bt,ff.^.  Xff/  adions,  adventoret 

Geftour,  ».  a  relater  of  jeftt 

G€t,  M,  Fr.  gcftc.  falhion,  behaviour ;  with  that 
fidfe  ffct,  with  that  cheating  contrivance 

Gethe,  For  goeth 

Gie»  V.  Sam.  to  gnloe 

Gigget;  m.  pi.  irregular  founds  produced  by  the 
wind,  &c.  Gigue,  ¥r.  fignified  a  muilcal  inftru- 
ment  like  a  fiddle,  and  from  thence  a  fort  of 
light  tune,  Menage  in  ▼.  It  is  probably  a  word 
of  Teutonic  original.  See  Junius 

Gilbertin,  pr.  m.  an  EngUfli  phyikiap  of  the  13th 
century.  Set  FmUriehu,  BM.  Med.  Mu  in  v. 
GMertmt  Je  AfuiUa 

Oilt^fart.  pa.  Sax.  gilded,  of  the  colour  of  gold 

Gilt,  m.  Sax,  guilt 

Gilour,  M.  Fr.  a  deceiver 

Gilte-les,  aJj.  Sax.  free  from  guilt 

Giltif,  adj.  Sax.  guilty,  Conf^Am.  62,  b. 

Gin,  n.  ir.  engine,  contrivance 

Gingiber,  m.  Fr.  ginger 

Ginne,  v.  Sax.  to  begin 

Gipciere,  n.  Fr.  a  pouch  or  purfe 

Gipe,  m.  Fr.  an  upper  frock  or  caifock 

Oipon,  m.  Fr.  a  fliort  cafTock 

Girde,  v.  Sax.  to  flrike,  to  fmite ;  this  word  is  per- 
liaps  the  original  of  gride  in  Spenfer.  See  Obf. 
on  SpenC  v.  ii.  p.  6% 

Oirdel&ede,  m.  Sax.  the  waifk,  the  pUce  of  the  gir- 
dle 

Girles,  «.  pi.  Sax.  young  perfons  either  male  or  fe- 
male 

Girt,  pari,  pa.  of  girde ;  thurgh  girt,  fmitten 
through 

Oilarme,  m.  Fr.  a  battleax.  See  Du  Conge  in  Ci- 
farma 

Gife,  m.  Fr.  guife,  falhion  ;  at  hit  owen  gife,  in  his 
own  manner,  as  he  would  wilh 

Gite,  m,  Fr.  a  gown 

Giterne, «.  Fr.  a  guitar 

Giterning,  n.  playing  on  a  gitemc 

Glade,  v.  Sax.  to  make  glad 

Glader,  n.  one  that  maketh  glad 

Gladfom,  adj.  Sax.  pleafant 

GlaCe,  for  glole 

Glafe,  V.  &x.  to  put  glafs  into  windows,  Da,  313 

Olaiinge, «.  glafswork,  Du.  327 

Gle,  a.  Sax.  mirth,  mufic ;  glees,  //.  mufical  inftru- 
ments 

Glcde,  M.  Sax.  a  burning  coal ;  gledes,  pi,  fparks  of 
fire 

Gleire,  a,  Fr.  the  white  of  an  egg 

Glent.  pa.  t.  glanced 

Gleve,  H.  Fr.  glaive,  a  lance 

Glimfing,  n.  glimmering 

GUtercn,/«r.  /.  //.  of  gliter,  v.  Sax. 

Gbde,/a.  t.  of  glide,  v.  Sax.  ihe  glode  forth  as  an 
adder  doth,  Conf.  Am.  105 

Glombe,  v.  Sax.  to  look  gloomy 

Glofe.  u.  Fr.  a  comment  01  interpretation 

Glofe,  V.  to  comment  or  interpret,  to  fpeak  ten- 
derly, to  flatter 

GlotoOi  n.  Fr.  a  glutton 


Gloweden,  pa.  i.  pi.  oi  glow,  v.  Sax, 

Gnarre,  a.  a  hard  knot  in  a  tree 

Gnat,  M.  Sax.  is  put  for  any  little  wortblelj  thio^ 

Guiding, /ar#./r.  Sax.  nibbing 

Gnofie,  II.  an  old  cuff,  a  miier,  GloC  Ur,  I  know 

not  upon  what  authority 
Gnowe,/tf.  /.  of  gnawe,  v.  Sax. 
Go,  V.  Sax.  means  fometkhes  to  walk,  in  contra* 

diftindion  to  riding 
Go,  {gon)  part.  fm. 
Gobbet,  m,  Fr.  a  morfel,  a  bit 
God,  n.  Sax.  Gdd  tofome,  God  going  before ;  Deo 

favente,  Goddes  armes  two ;  Ooddes  bones,  vol* 

gar  oaths.  A*  Goddes  half.  See  Halfe 
Gode,  good,  h.  Sax.  wealth,  goods 
Gode-les,  adj.  without  money  or  goods 
Godelyhede,  m.  Sam,  goodnefs 
Godenefs,  m.  Sax.  at  godenefs,  at  advantage ;  and 

fo  we  fliould  read  where  the  editt.  have  at  gode 

mes,  the  orig.  has  em  bempaiei 
Godfib,  a.  Sax.  a  goffip,  a  godfather 
Gofifli,  atj,  fooliih,  from  the  Fr.  goffe,  doll  fiopid 
Gold,  m.  a  flower  commonly  called  a  nirafol. 

Gower  fays  that  Leucothea  was  changed 

Into  a  flonre  was  named  golde, 
Whichd  fiont  governed  of  the  fboiie. 

Cemf,Am,l%l.  b. 

Oold^iewen,  adj.  Sax.  of  a  golden  hoe  or  oolosr 

Goldfmithrie,  a.  Sax.  goldfmiths  work 

Golet,  H.  Fr.  the  throat  or  gullet 

Goliardeis,  Fr,  This  jovial  fed  feems  to  have  been 
fo  called  from  Golias,  the  real  or  afiumed  name 
of  a  man  of  wit  coward  the  end  of  the  istfa 
century.  He  wrote  the  Apecaljpfs  Geli^,  and 
other  pieces,  in  burlefque  Latin  rhymes,  fboie 
of  which  have  been  falfely  attribntoi  to  Walter 
Map.  See  Taaaer**  BiU.  Brii.  in  v.  Galiardat, 
In  feveral  authors  of  the  X2th  century,  quoted 
by  Dm  Conge,  the  GeliarS  are  dafled  with  the 
jueuiares  et  brnffone* 

Gorame,  n.  Fr.  gum 

Gon,  inf,  m.  Sax.  to  go ;  fo  mote  I  goD,  fo  may  I 
fare  well ;  fo  mote  I  ride  or  go,  fo  may  I  fare 
well  riding  or  walking,  r.  r.  in  all  my  proceed- 
ings. See  Go. — Gon,  par.  t.  pi.  part,  pa,  gone, 

Gonfanon,  a.  Fr.  a  banner  or  Uatidard 

Gong,  a.  Sax.  a  littlehoofe,  a  jakcs    * 

Gonne, »,  a  grun 

Gonnen,  gonne,  ^.  f.  pi,  of  ginne 

Gore,  H,  It  has  been  fuggefled  to  tne  by  a  learacd 
peribn,  whom  I  have  not  the  honour  to  know, 
that  gore  is  a  common  name  for  a  flip  of  doth 
or  linen,  which  is  inferted  in  order  to  widen  a 
garment  in  any  particular  place.  G»e  of  a 
doth,  laehria,  Prempt,  Parv.  See  alfo  the  glof- 
fary  to  Kennet*s  Parocb,  Amtif,  in  v.  Gore.  This 
fenfe  will  fuit  very  well  with  the  context,  un- 
lefs  we  fuppofe  tl^t  gore  is  there  put  for  fhirt» 
becaufe  fhiru  have  uAially  gores  in  them ;  the 
expreffion  would  certainly  be  very  aukward,  and 
unlike  Chancer*s  general  manner,  but  in  this 
place  (The  Ri|ii6  of  Sire  Thopa<i)  he  may  be 
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fuf pofed  to  have  taken  if  purpofrly  from  one 

of  thofe  old  romances  AwhicK  arc  the  olje(fls  of 

his  riilicule. 
Goff,  for  goes,  gosth 
Oo^cllere,  n.  Sax.  cvan^elifl 
Goflbnier,  n.  a  thin  cobwcb-like  fubftatlce  Which 

fliei  about  in  the  air 
Ooft,  M.  Sj^'  fptrit,  mind 
teoth,  imfi.  d,  perf.  pi.  go  yc . 
Ojvcrnaille,  n,  Fr.  goYcniment,  ftceragc 
Ooune-cloth,  cjoth  enough  to  make  a  );own 
Gourd,  A.  a  vefTel  to  carry  liijuor,  perhaps  fo  call* 

ed  from  it»  fliape 
Gower,  pr.  it.  an  eminent  Englifh  poet,  to  whom 

Chaucer  dirc(^s  hik  Troilu*  and  Crefeide 
Grace,  ».  Fr.  favour;  fory  grace,  harde  grace, 

Uiisfoitunb 

bo  CuU  of  forowe  am  I,  fothc  to  fayne, 

That  certainly  no  more  hard  j?racc 

May  lit  on  me,  lor  why  ?  there  is  uo  fpace. 

So  Htrctxlcs,  ap.  Eurip.  Hj. 

*t'he  criticifm  of  Longinus,  feA.  x!.  h  perhaps 

cqujtlly    applicable    to   both    palTaget — With 

harde  grace,  is  to  be  underflood  st%  fpokeu  in  a 

parentheiis of  the  cheri,  miiforiuoc  affcn^l  him! 

Sec  With.    Save  your  grace,  witli  your  favour, 
,  fanvre  ^fotregraa 

Gracious,  adj.  Fr,  agreeable,  graceful 
Grame,  «.  Sjm.  gricf^  anger  }  feUe  it  to  gode  or 

grame 
Orammerf ,  k.  Fr,  grammar 
Grand  mercie,  Fr.  great  thanks 
Grane,  h.  Fr.  a  grain,  a  Ouglc  fctd 
Grange^  n.  I^r,  a  farm-houfc 
Grapincl,  n.  Fr.  a  grappling-iron 
Gratf  he,  it  perhaps  the  fame  with  graithe,  if  not 

niiftakeh  for  it.  Gloff.  Ur,    Sec  Greithe.    The 

orig.  hat— /'tfetf I  Hg  comme  beguyae, 
Graunfon,/r.  n. 

Grave,  V,  Sax.  to  carve,  to  engrave 
Grave,  (graven)  pari.  pa.  buried 
Gre,   m.  Fr.  pleafure,  lati^fiftliort,  from  g*-atuj, 

Lat.  to  receive  in  gre,  to  tskc  k.ndly  ;  the  gre, 

the  prize.— From  graduSf  Lat.  ic  li^nifics  a  iUp 

or  degred 
Gredc,  *.  Six.  a  greedy  perfun 
Grcdc,  V,  hafb.  Lai.  to  ci  y 
Orcin,  H.    Fr.  gtein    d<  J*arft,   d^  Paradisi  orig. 

grains  of  Paradife,  a  fort  of  fpice  ;  grain  of 

Purtingalc,  a  fort  of  fcarlct  dye  called  kcimcs 

or  vermilion 
Greiiht,  V.  Sa».  to  prepare,  make  reaJjr 
Grcncbed,  h.  Sax.  childi(hncfs 
Grcfe,  n.  Fr.  greafe 
Grcte,  for  gredc 

GreitCj^o.  of  grete,  v.  Six.  greeted,  falutcd 
Grevcs,  n.pl.  S.x.  grov.  s 
Grille,  aJj.  Fr.  horrible,  j»ry mm,  gryl,  and  hor- 

ryblc;  birridm,  Fron.pt.  Fat  v. 
Crir.t,  for  grindcth 
Grintc,/^.  /.  of  grind,  v.  Sax.  ground  ;grintwith 

hts  teeth,  gr.aflicJ  with  Uis  teeth 
Gristing,  n.  eriuwing,  guafhiiig 

Vol  I. 


Gris.  m.  Fr.  a  fpecletof  fur 

Grifly,  adj.  Sax.  dreadlul 

Groche,  v.  S.jx.  to  grutch,  to  moHnfir 

Groff,  ad}.  Sax.  flat  on  the  ground 

Groine,  *.  Fr.  the  fnowt  of  a  fwine^  a  hanging  lip 

Oroine,  t>.  to  bang  the  lip  in  difcontcoc 

Oronc,  V.  Fr.  to  groan,  to  grunt 

Grunt,  ^tf.  /.  groaned 

Grope,  V.  Sjx,  to  fearch,  to  examine  by  feeling 

Grot,  M.  a  coin  worth  fourpence 

GrOBnden,^tfH./a.  of  grind 

Groyning,  «.  difcontent.     Sec  Groinc 

Guerdon, ».  Fr.  reward,  recompcnfc 

Guerdon,  v.  to  reward 

Guerdonles,  adj.  without  reward 

Guido,  pr,  n.  Guido  de  Columpnts,  Goido  dalle 
Colunne,  of  Medina  in  Sicily,  a  lawyer  and  « 
poet,  died  about  1290.  ^adgio,  voL  li.  p.  160. 
His  hiftory  of  the  Trojui  war,  to  which  our 
Author  refers,  was  written  in  I«atin,  and  fi- 
niihed  in  1287.  I  have  there  intimated  mv 
fufplcioB  that  he  tranflated  it,  for  the  moit 
part,  from  a  French  romance  of  Benoit  dtt 
Sainte  More.  However  that  may  have  beeik, 
Ouido's  work  U  certainly  the  ori^iaal  from 
which  the  later  writers  of  the  middle  ages 
ha%e  generally  taken  their  accounts  of  Trojan 
affairs.  It  was  tranflated  into  Italian  in  1324 
by  Filippo  C-.ffi,  a  Florentine,  [^adriot  vol. 
''*•  P*  475  1  A  French  tranflation  is  alfo  ex- 
tant, in  which  it  is  faid  to  be  '*  tranflatee,  en 
**  Francois,  premUremtrrt  du  commandcmcnt 
"  du  M  tire  de  la  cii^  de  Brauvait,  en  nom  et 
"  eu  honneur  de  Karlcs  le  Roy  de  France,  1*  an 
"  mil.  ccc.  qoatre  vingt2,'*  [raf.  Reg.  16  F.  ix  J 

.  This  it  probably  the  French  tranflation  men- 
tioned by  Lydgate  in  the  Prologue  to  his  Boke 
of  Troy^,  which  is  a  mere  paraphrafe  in  verft 
of  Guido's  hiflory,  with  fome  digreflions  and 
aUtlitions  of  his  own.  Lydgate's  work  was  li- 
ni(hed  (as  he  tells  us  himleif  at  the  Ukd)  iu 
1420. 

H. 

Habergeon,  n,  Fr.  a  diminltive  of  haliberg,  a  coac 

of  mail 
Habil'tce,  n.  Fr.  ability 
Habiticics,  «.//.  Fr.  placet  of  habitation 
Habite,  v,  Fr.  to  dwell 
Habundant, /»dr^ /r.  Fr,  abundant 
Hackenaie,  ».  Fr.  an  ambling  hari'e  or  pad 
Hacking,  ff.  Fr.  cutting  in  pieces 
Hidden,  pa,  t,  pi.  of  have 
Haf,  fa.  t,  of  htve,  v.  .?.'«.  heaved,  raifed 
Haic,  hay,  a,  Fr,  a  hed^e 
Haile,  m.  Suk.  health,  welfare 
Hailc8,/r.  m,  of  an  abbt;y  in  Gloucefterihiro 
H^ire,  m.  Fr.  a  haircloth 
Hakcney,  n.  Fr.  as  hackenaie 
Hake  ton,  m,  Fr,  a  fhort  caffock  without  fleeves 
Halden,  for  holdcn, /ar/. />a.  of  hold 
Halfc,  M.  Sax.  a  0de,  a  part ;  a'  Goddet  half,  />»• 

.*70,  on  God's  part,  with  God's  favour  ;  a*  thia 

halfe  God,  on  this  fide  of  God ;  four  halve Sy 

lour  fides 
Halt,  pr.  n.  ap  Arabian  phyfictan,  Fahh.  Sib!% 

Qr.  t.  xiii.  l-  J/. 
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H»lkc,».5itx.  a  corner 
Halpe,  /»«.  t  of  help, «.  .a»*. 

Halfc,  V.  S*ix.  to  kifs  round  the  neck— to  con- 

Hilt?^».  '.  of  »>old,  V.  Sjx.  held  or  kept 

Halt',  for  Holt,  #.  e.  boldcth,  Du.  6a  i. 

Haltc,  V.  Fr.  to  «?o  lamely,  Du.  6x1. 

Hamet  lor  home,  «.  .Sii*. 

Hamcle,  t^.  -J^x.  to  hamftrbg.  to  cut  off 

Hamers,  m.  pi.  S.x.  hammers,  Du.  1164. 

Han,  i/»/  **•  of  have,  v.  Sax. 

Hanrelinrt,  appears  from  the  context  to  mean  a 
fort  of  breeches 

Happe,  «.  Sjx.  c  haute 

Happe*  V.  to  Happen 

Hard,  tf^j.  5lvx.  hard ;  hardc  grace,  misfortune. 
See  Grace.     It  it  ufed  adverbially 

H.irdc,  V.  Sax.  to  make  bard         . 

Hardely,  (hardily)  aJv.  Fr.  boldly,  adv.  S^x.  ccr- 
tainly 

Harding, «.  .ytf*.  hardeninjr 

H.^rie,  v.  Fr.  to  hurry  ;  to  hane  and  drawc 

Haried,  part,  pa,  harried ;  iL  feroient  barlez  en 
vranJ  manere.     Froiffart,  y.  i.  c  125. 

Harlot,  ».  was  anciently  applied  to  men  as  wcUas 
women 

Harlotries,  n.  pi.  ribaldries 

Himeis,  n.  Fr.  armour,  furniture 

Harneife,  v.  Fr,  to  drtfs 

Harow,ii»//i7.  ,     ,       ,*    e     r 

Harpour,  «.  Fr.  a  harpour.  In  the  za  of  refomp- 
tion,  a8  H.  VI.  there  is  a  provifo  in  favour  of 
John  Turges,  harpour  with  the  queen,  for  the 
ircvcrfion  of  an  annuity  of  10  marks,  alter  the 
death  of  William  Langton  minftrcl    ^  _  ^      , 

Harwed,  p.  t.  of  harwc,  v.  Sax,  harrafled,  fubducd 

Hafardour,  «.  Fr,  a  player  at  haiard,  a  garaefter 

Hafardrie,  n.  Fr.  gaminjf  in  general     • 

Hafelwode.  All  the  paffagcs  m  which  this  word 
occurs  ^plainly  allude  to  the  fame  proverbial 
fiying,  which  appears  to  bare  been  ufed  m 
fcom  or  derifion  of  any  improbable  hope  or  cx- 
pcAation  ;  why  it  was  fo  ufed  is  beyond  my 
reach  to  difcover  :  it  may  be  proper,  however. 
to  mention  that  in  T.  iii.  89a,  mf.  Harl.  3943* 
readfri-Hafplwode  is  fhakcn— and  that  the  pal- 
fuge,  T.  V.  II 74,  is  an  imitation  of  the  foUow- 
lof  in  the  Filodrato. 

Xta  Pandero  fcco  tacitamente 
Ri*c  di  cio  che  t* roylo  dicea— — 
Chel  fi  fuffe  fembiante  facea 
Di  CTCderlo.  c  dicia,  di  munitUlo 
Afpetta  U  •¥<iU»  qtiejlo  tapindlo. 

ilaftif,  tf^.  Fr.  hafty 

Hafttfly,  adv.  haaily 

Hate,  V.  Sax.  to  be  named 

Hauberk,  n.  Fr.  a  coat  of  mail 

Haonce,  v.  Fr.  to  raife,  to  enhance 

Haunt,  n,  Fr.  cnftom,  uraAicc 

Haunte,  v.  Fr.  to  pradife 

Hauntedeo.  fa.  i.  ^l.  praAifed.  freauentcd 

Haotein.  adj.  Fr.  haughty,  loud,  a  hautein  faucon, 

a  highflying  hawk,  feulcon  haultam,  Fr. 
flavtn,  in):  m.  of  hawr,  v.  Sax.\  it  i»  more  COB- 

jjonly  abkreviated  iAtoban 
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Havoir,  for  avoir,  m,  Fr.  wealth 

Hawc,  n.  Sax.  a^awthorn  berry,  a  fannptur-^ 

churchyard 
He,  prvi.  Sax.  is  often  prefixed  in  all  itscafato 

proper  names  eamhatiaOly,  accordinf  »  d« 

Saxon  ufajfe  ;  he  Mofcs,  he  Tityus.    Aiiil- 

fo  fi  cqucnily  ufed  for  ir  in  all  cafes 
Hed,  H,  Sax.  head ;  00  his  hed.  on  pain  o£  lofioi 

his  head 
Hcddc,/?r  hidde,  (hidden) 
Heggcs,  m.  pi.  Sax.  hedges 
Heilugge,  curruca,  a  little  bird  which  is  f»f^K^ 

to  hatch  the  cukoo's  egg,  and  to  be  dcfirojci 

by  the  young  cukoos,  Sp. 
Hele,  V.  Sax.  helao,  to  hide 
Hele,  V.  Sax,  hzlan,  to  heal,  to  help 
Hele.  n.  Sax.  health 
Helcles,i»^.  helpleft 
Hflifc.^r.  M.  Elyfiura 

H .  Imed,  part,  pa,  Fr.  armed  with  an  hclmrt 
Helowis», />r.  *.  Eloifa  the  miilrefs  of  Ahtiai^ 

See  a  ftmmiary  of  their  hifiory  >n  ^2»*  ^  *• 

Hem,  cii  £.  pi.  of  he,  them,  ^t  Him 
Hcmfelf,  htmfclve,  hemfelveu.  S*e  Self 
Henchmen,  n,pl.  pages.    See  a  note  00  the  MsJ. 
fumnier  Night's  Dream  of  Shakefpeare,  ad.  a. 
fc.  ».  hft  edit. 
Hcnde,  bendy,  adj.  Sax,  civil,  courteous 
'^cnen,  hcnne,  hennee,  hens,  aiv.  Sux.  hence 


Hcng,  pa,  t.  and  part,  of  hang 

Heuucsforth,  adv.  Sax.  henceforth 

Hence,  v,  Smx,  to  take  hold  of,  to  catch 

Hcniy  pa.  t.  if.  part, 

Hepe,  n.  Sax.  a  heap ;  to  hepc ;    together,  ifl  1 

heap— the  fruit  of  the  dogrofe 
Heraud,  n.Fr.2  herald 
Hcrbergaxc  n.  Fr.  lodging 
Hcrb^Tgeours,  «.  pi.  Fr.  providers  of  lo4gi»Pi 

harSingers 
Hcrberwe, «.  Sax.  an  inn,  a  lodging— the  pbce  « 

the  full :  it  rather  means,  1  think,  a  harbom— 

herber,  an  arbour 
Herbcrwe;  v.  Sax.  to  lodge 
Herd,   hierde,  «.  So*,  a  keeper— herdegnWM*. 

(hepherd-boys 
Hcrdcs,  H.  pL  coarfc  flax ;  hcrde,  fibra  lifli,  XiS* 

That  not  of  hempe  nc  hecrdis  was. 

So  this  ver.  is  written  in  mf.  Hamitr;  theori|. 

hai  only— ^//*  me/ut  dc  hourrat 
Here,  for  hire,  pron. 
Here,  adv.  Sax.  in  this  place 
Here,  in  compofitton,  fignifies  this,  witboat  '•• 

eluding  any  idea  of  place  ;  hereagaine*,  agaiaft 

this ;  herebefom,  beiore  this 
Here,  v.  9ax.  to  hear— Herd,  herde,/«.  i.  &/*^» 

Hcrden,  pa.  t,  pi. 
Here,  m.  Sax.  hair 
Heren,  adj^  made  of  hiir 
H<'rking,^r/.^.  of  herke.  o.  Smm,  hearktsing 
Hermes,  ^r.  m.  a  chymtcal  treatife  under  his  •»«« 

is  extant  in  the  Tbtat.  Cbnmit.  L  iv.  See /air. 

Bibl.  Gr.  I  1. 1.  10.  Htrmes  BalUtmt,  whetlitf 

a  different  perfon  from  him  joft  mentioned,  \ 

cannot  fiell 
Herae« «.  Sux.  ar  comer 
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Heronere, «.  />.  a  lAwk  ikude  to  flf  oaly  at  the 

heron 
Heronfewes, «.  ^/.  ^r.  younj^  herons 
Herte,  for  hurt,  «.  Sax.  Da.  883 
Herttf,  m.  Sax,  heart ;  hertebload,  heart*»  blood  ; 

herte-rpone 
Hertelcs,  adj.  without  couragt 
Henly.  adj.  heuij 
Hcry,  V.  Sax.  to  praUa 
Herying, /t.  praife 
Hefte,  «.  Sjx.  command— promife 
,Hct,  hettei  fia.  t.  of  hcte,  v.  Sax.  heated.  ,  . . 

Hete,  •o.  Sax.  to  promifc,  to  be  called.  Dm,  aoo 

See  Hifchte 
Hethcnefie,  n.  Sax.  coontry  of  heathens 
Hething,  m.  Sax.  contempt,  all  U  thy  hething  fal* 

len  npon  thee 
He^e,  V.  Sax.  to  heave,  to  raife— ^.  unr/.  to  b- 

bour 
Heved,  m.  Sjx.  head  ;  every  virtue  in  my  heved; 

fo  1  apprehend  this  line  fliould  be  read,  inllcad 

of  in  me  heved   , 
Heven-quene,  n.  Sax.  the  queen  of  heaven,  the 

Virgin  Mary 
ti.-w  of  Lincoln,  fr.  n. 
Hewe,  V.  SiaM.  to  cut— v.  nnrf.  he  that  heweth  to 

hie,  with  chippes  he  may  leTc  his  iight  i  To  in 

the  Conf.  Am. 

Full  oftc  he  heweth  up  fa  hye; 
That  chyppes  fallen  in  his  eye. 

Hewe,  n.  Sax,  colour,  appearance 

Hewed,  ^tfr/.  ^tf.  coloured  .      ,      ,    . 

Hexti  adj.  fiiferl.  Sax.  higheft ;  hegh,  hegheft 
heghft,  hcxt.  In  the  fame  manner  neatu  form* 

.   ed  from  oegh 

H'ldoun,  adj.  Fr.  dreadful 

Hidoufly,  adv.  terribly 

Hie,  V.  Sax.  to  haftcn 

Jlic,  m.  hafte,  diligence  ;  in  or  on  hie,  in  hallc 

Hie.  hijihc,  adj.  Sax.  high 

liicrdcffe,  n.  Sax.  a  (htphf rdeft.    Sec  H^rdc 

Hxghcn  is  perhaps  mifWrittcn  for  Highe 

Hight, «.  Sax.  hcighth,  on  hight  fccms  to  Ggnify 
—aloud,  in  a  hizh  voice ;  <»  haut,  /#. 

Hightf ,  V.  Sax.  called 

Him.  oSL  c.  of  he,  is  oftrn  ufcd  alone  in  that  reci- 
procal fenfc.  which  it  generally  cxprcifed  by 
the  addition  of  the  adj.  U\i\  than  hath  he  don 
his  frend  nc  him  no  iharoe,  *.  e.  nor  himfclf ; 
as  he  hira  laid  ;  and  chd  him  ;  and  bare  him.*— 
It  i%  alfo  frequently  put  without  the  ufual  prc- 
polition  ;  him  to  gfi  tc  Ihamc  ;  to  great  ihamc 
of  him  ;  (he  falleth  him  to  fete,  (he  falleih  at 
the  feet  of  him ;  (he  fwore  him,  ihe  fwore  to 
hira  ;  hem  and  hire  are  ufed  in  the  fame  manner 

bitnfclf,  himfclf  e,  htxnfctlvcn.    Sec  Self 

Hinderclt,/i.'^#r/.  d.  of  hind,  a'dv.  Sax.  hJndmoft 

Hinc,  m  Sjx.  a  fcrvantjn  hufbandry.  a  hind 

Hine,  n.  Bui.  m.  35,  fhould  probably  be  hicne  : 
the  gall  of  m  hyena  wa»  uled  to  cure  a  cerum 

,   diforder  of  the  eye,  Plin.  N.  H.  1.  xxix.  t.  3S. 

Hfppocraff,  pr.  m.  Hippocrates 

Uir,^roif.^o/ 5«x.  their. 

Hir*.  €hi.  t.  of  (he,  /r»«-  Sax.  it  often  put  for  hei- 
fclf,  and  without  the  ufaal  prepofition.  Sec 
Him 


Hire,  prit.poff'.  Sax.  hef 

Hirefcif,  hirefelve,  hirefelven.    See  Self 

Hits,  profi.  poilf..  Sax.  theirs 

Hil^urial,  adj.  Fr.  hi(torical 

Ho,  iiittrj,  Fr.  commanding  a  ceHation  of  any 
a^oo 

Hochepot,  a.  Fr.  a  mixture  of  various  thiogi  (ha« 
jiLcn  together  in  the  fame  pot 

Hoker,  x.  Sax.  frowardnefii 

Hokerly,  ^tdv.  frowardly 

Hold,  X.  &»x.  a  fort  or  ei(Wc 

Hold,  V.  Sax.  to  keep ;  to  hold  in  hbnde,  to  keep 
in  fufpenfe ;  to  amufe  in  order  to  deceive 

Hold,  holdeo,'  part.  pa.  obliged 

H*de,  hoi,  adj.  Sax.  tntltf,  whole,  fouad 

Holly,  adv.  rntircly,  wholly 

Holour^  x.Sax.  a  whoremonger 

Holt,  m.  Sax.  a  grove  or  forcft 

Holt,  for  hoi  Jcth  i , .  ,.  '  v 

Homly,  adf.  Sax-  domeAic— plain,  CmpU , 

Homlineile, «.  Sax.  domellic  managameoC,  fami- 
liarity 

Honde,  m.  Sax.  a  hand;  an  honde*brede,  «!^' 
haind's  breadth  $  withoutfta  hqnde,  without  be- 
ing pulled  by  any  hand— Honden,//. 

Honef^,  adj.  Fr.  means  ^eAerally,  according  to 
the  French  ulagei  creditable,  honourable,  bc^ 
coming  1i  perfon  of  rank  .    -  , 

Honcftctee ,  honeftee,  n.  Fr.  virtue,  decency— good 
manncra 

Hong,  V.  Sax.  to  hadg  . 

Hont.  ».  5tfx.  i>».  385,  a»  hunt 

Hony.fwete,  adf.  SaX.  fweet  as  hoBcy 

Hope,  V.  Sjx.  to  cxpeift 

Hoppcfteres,  If.  ^/.  ^d*.  dancers      ..    —;•.-, 

Hord.  X.  Sax.  treafurc— a  private  place  fit  for  tbo 
keeping  of  treafurc 

Horc,  hoor,  adj.  Sax.  hoary,  gray 

Horowc,  adj.  Max.  foul    . 

Horriblctc,  n.  Fr.  horriblenefs 

Hors,  k.  pi.  Satei  horfes    » 

Horfe,  adj.  Sjx,  hoarfe,  Da.  347.  .  ^       . 

Horily,  adj.  is  applied  to  a  horlfc,  as  manlf  u  to 

a  man  ^         ;  •     ,  • 

Hofpicahrs,  •.  pi.  Lat.  religious  perfona  of  ,hpiht 
fcics  whrt  attended  the  fick  in  hofpitaUr— 
knights  Hofpitalers  of  different  orders.  Scd 
Du  Can^i  m  V.  Ho/pitalariai 

Hoft,  If.  Fr.  an  army 

Hoftclerc,  k.  Fr.  an  innk^epor         * 

Hoftelrie,  x.  Fr.  an  inn  or  lodgiDg-honfc 

Hoftikmcnts  x.  pi.  hoorchold  fomitOre 

Hote,  adj.  Sjx.  hot 

Hotc,  hotrti,^rfr/.  fa.  of  hcte,  caUed 

Hove,  V.  Sax.  to  hoTcr 

Hound-fiflj,  m.  Sax.  the  dop-fiOi  ^  ^    ^   -^  , 

ftoune,  *.  for  hound,  thus  faid  both  here  an<| 
houile,  I.  #.  hafc  and  hound,  all  forts  01  peo- 
ple 

Houped,^#.  /.  Fr.  hooped  or  hoUotved 

Houfel,  »,  Saa.  the  cUcharift 

Houfcl,  f .  to  adminifter  the  facrtment— to  bet 
houfcledf  to  receive  the  fatrxment 

Howve,  m.  Sax.  a  cap  or  hood 

Hulfere.n.  5^x.hoUy 

Hulftrcd,  part,  pa.  Sax.  hidden 

Hi^khcdC}  a.  Sax.  humble  fiate 
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Humblefle, «.  Fr.  humility 

Humbling,  «•  ii  hmnminf^;  bammtlm  lomhiUrij 
Umbmm  •iere^  Kiliam  ;   hence  OUT  humhlCFhtC 

Hunt, «.  Sax.  a  hontfman 

Hurtle,  «•  -^r.  to  pu(h 

Huibandrie,  m.  Sax.  thrift,  economical  manage- 
ment 

Hu(bond-man,  n.  ^tf«.  tke  matter  of  the  family 

Huft,  ai/J.  Sax.  filent,  wfaift 

Hylde^  «.  Sax,  to  pour 

HyUed,/aW./a.  ^^jr.  hidden.    See  Hek^ 


1. 


I,  at  the  beginning  6f  a  word,  in  the  common 
edit,  and  even  the  mf.  of  Chaucer,  it  often  u£ed 
to  expreff  a  corruption  of  the  Saxon  prepofi- 
five  particle  Gc,  which  in  thii  edit,  of  The 
Canterbury  Tales,  is  ahray*  ezprcffed  by  y  ; 
all  Cuch  wordf  therefore  occurring  in  the  Works 
of  Chaucer  not  contained  in  this  edition,  ffiould 
be  looked  for  either  under  y  or  under  their  fe- 
cond  letters 
Jacobin, /r.  m.  a  gray  frier 

acke  Straw,  /r>  n.  the  noife  made  by  the  follow- 
crs  of  this  rebel,  to  which  our  Author  alludes, 
he  h4d  probably  heard  himlelf ;  it  is  called  by 
Waliingnam,  p.  25 1 ;  **  Clamor  hortendiiiimu9, 
**  non  fimilis  damoribus  quos  edere  folent  ho- 
«  mines,  fed  qui  ultra  omnem  aeftimationem 
*'  fuperaret  omnes  chuBorea  humanos,  ct  mazi- 
"  me  po^et  affimulari  uluktibus  inftmalium 
•*  incolarum.'*  Many  Flemings  (Flandftn/aJ 
were  beheaded  by  the  rebels  cvm  damore  fwjue* 
I0.     Walfirngbam^  ibid. 

Jambeauz,  n.  pi.  jFr.  boots,  armour  for  the  legs 
Jane,  n.  a  coin  of  (Janua)  Genoa  ;  it  vb  put  for 
anv  fmall  coin 

angle,  v,  Fr.  to  prate,  to  talk  much  or  faft 

angle,  n.  prate,  babble 

[angler,  ianglour,  a.  a  prater 

'anglcrcflc,  n.  a  female  prater 

lape,  n.  Sax.  a  trick,  a  jeft 

ape,  V.  to  j eft— to  cheat,  to  laueh  at 

[aper,  n.  a  common  jefter  or  bu^oou 

aperie,  n.  buffoonery 

fapc-worthy,  adj.  ridiculous 

:ch,  iche,  fron.  Sax.  I.  fo  the  ich,  fo  the  ichc,  fo 

may  I  profpe^ 
Idel,  adj.  Sax,  idle,  frultleif ;  In  ideJ,  in  vain 

Idolafire,  ».  Fr.  an  idolater 

teopard,  v.  to  hazard,  to  put  ih  danger 
eopardie, «.  danger 
coperdife,  Du.  666. 
crcmi«,/r.  m.  Jeremiah 
Jerome,  fr.  m.    Our  Author  has  made  much  ufe 

of  a  trcatife  of  St.  Jerome  contra  J<niniuMum 
Jeftef,  n.  pi.  aa  geftcs 

Jcweric,  n.  Fr.z  diftridl  inhabited  by  Jews 
^ewifc,  H.  judgment,  puniHiment ;  it  may  have 
been  formed  by  corruption  cither  of  the  Lat. 
juduium  <3ir  the  Yrju/iiee 
IktprcM^ax.  t.    See  Ich 
llion,  fr  n.  the  citadel  of  Tro^ 
like,  arj.  Shx.  fame 
Imagioatif,  adj.  Ft.  fufpicicw 


i^ 
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Imped,  part  pa.  Ssx.  fslaated 

Impes,  n.  pi.  Sax.  (hoots  of  trees 

Impetren,/r.  t.pi.  Fr.  obtain  by  prtyrr 

Importable,  atff.  Fr.  intolerable— impoffibic 

Importune,  adj.  Fr.  troublefome  * 

Impoffible,  a^  Fr.  ufed  as  a  fubfiantive 

\u,prep.  Sax.  upon, in  with,  within 

Incomorous,  ad;.  Fr.  cumbcrfomc 

Incouftance, «.  Fr.  incooftaacy 

Inde,  adj.  Fr.  azure-coloured 

Indigoe,  adj,  Fr.  unworthy  _, 

Ineched,  part.  pa.  Sax.  infcrted 

Inequai,  ar^.  Fr.  unequal 

InfortuDat,  adj.  Lot.  unfortunate 

Infortnne,  n.  Fr.  misfortune 

Ingot,  n.  a  mould  for  caOing  ingots 

Inhabit,  ^#r/.^#.  Fr.  inhabited 

Inhilde,  v.  Sax.  to  pour  in.    See  Hyldc 

Injure,  m.  Fr.  injury 

Inly,  adv.  Sax.  inwardly,  deeply,  thorough!/ 

Inne,  prtp.  Sax.  in 

Inne,  in,  a.  Sax.  a  houfe,  habiution,  lodging 

Inned,^art.  pa.  Sax.  lodged 

Innerede,  adj.Jup.  Sax,  inmofl 

Innocent,  adj.  Fr.  ignorant 

Infeled, /ar/.  pa.  Fr.  attefted  nnd^r  feal 

Infet, /irr/.^«.  San,  implanted 

Interminable,  adj,  Fr.  infinite 

Inwitte,  m.  Sax.  underftanding 

Joce,  pr.  m.  or  JolTc — SanAus  Jodocos  was  a  faint 

of  Ponthieu.     y9cab.  HaiiJ.  prefixed  to  Jble- 

nage,  Mijmtal.  Fr. 
^  oconde,  adj.  Fr.  joyous,  pleafant 
]  o^our,  n.  Fr.  a  juj^ler 
]  omant,  part.  pr.  Fr.  joining 
]  oine,  V.  Fr.  to  enjoin 
]  olie  Hobiti,  the  name  of  a  dance*  de  U  damfi  it 

Beau  Riibim,  orig. 
Tohf,  adj.  Ft.  jolly,  joyful 
Jombre,  v.  to  jumble 
Jonglerie,  n.  &ould  rather  be  janglerie,  idle  talk« 

See  Jangle 
Jo0a,  interj.  feems  to  be  partly  formed  from  th« 

Fr.  ea,  com*  hither 
Jovis,  pr.  •.Jupiter 

"ournce,  n.  Fr.  a  day's  joorney,  a  day's  work 
foQftes,M.//.  /"r.  juflt 
owcles,  a.  pi,  Fr.  jeweU 
oye,  V,  Fr.  to  enjoy 
'pocras,  II.  Fr.  wme  mixed  with  fpices  and  other 

iogredienta,  fo  named*  becaulie  it  is  (trained 

through  a  woollen  cloth  called  thejler»t  •/Hip' 

pocraUs.    Sec  Clarre 
Ire, «.  Fr.  auger 
Irous,  oij.  pafllonate 
Ifaudc,  pr.  a.     Sec  Belle  tfaudc— She  is  called 

Tfiut  by  B(.ruard  da  Vcatador,    mf.   Cr^fu, 

fol.67; 

Tant  tracf  pena  d*amor, 
Qjinc  TrtjIjH  I'amawor 
Non  fofrci  malor  dolor 
Per  r/ttit  la  bUndj. 

And  fo  in  Fabliaux ^    l^c.    t.  i.  p.  242 ;  TJrmt  U 
bhndc.     Petrarch    calls   her   Ifittj,    Trhnja  ^ 
Avtwcy  iii.  82.    A  laic  French  wruer,  in  \ilu 
he  hws  been  plcafcd  to  ilyle  Uff.6irc  fUerMre  d 
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7rouhii§tnf4,  [t.  ii.  p.  313,}  havio?  quoted  a 
paiTtge  celebrating^  the  love  of  Triftan  4  Ifault, 
adds  very  cooUj — Ceft  une  aUtifim  k  quelque 
Roman ;  which  is  juft  as  if  a  commentator  up- 
on Ovid  (heuM  fay  of  the  eptftle  from  Paris  to 
Helen,  that  it  alludes  to  fome  Qreek  ftory 

ItfprM,  xdperf,  neut.gemd,  Sat^,  is  ufcd  inftcad  of 
he  and  (he 

Itaille,  pr,  n,  Italy 

J ubaltare,  pr,  m,  Oibraltir 

Jabbe,  n.  a  veflel  for  holding  ale  or  wine 

Jttdicum,  the  book  of  Juij^es  ;  fo  Met  amor ph^f tot 
it  put  for  the  Metamorphofis  of  Ovid,  and 
Emeidot  for  the  ^aeis  of  Virgil 

;wM..i?r.ajudgc 

^  ail,/r.  m,  the  month  of  Jaly 
uliao,  pr,  m, 

'spardie» ».  as  jeopardie 
opartie, «.  Fr.  jeopardy 
uftice,  n,  Fr.  a  judre 

,  uftinian,  pr,  m.  The  law  referred  to  is  in  the 
Code,  1.  xi.  tit.  25,  De  medicantibus  validis 

Juvenal, /r.  »« the  Roman  (atirift 


Kalender, «.  Lot.  a  calendar,  a  guttfe  or  dire^or 
Kalendes,  m.  pi.  Lot,  the  fir{l  diy  of  the  month, 

the  begiTining  of  any  thing 
Kayaard,  n.  a  term  of  reproach 
Kele,  V.  Bax.  too  cool 
Kembed,  kemped,  pott,  pa.  Sax,  combed 
Kcinielin,  n.  Sjx.  a  tub 
Kenelm,  pr.  n.  See  his  life  in  all  the  edit*  of  the 

Engliih  Golden  Legend 
Kcpc,  a.  Sax.  care,  attention 
Kq)e,  V.  to  take  care 
Kerchef,  n,  a  corruption  of  coverchief 
Kernels,  ».  pi.  Fr,  battlements 
Kers,  ff.  Sax.  watercr^fies;  of  paramours  neraught 

h«  not  a  kers,  he  cared  not  a  ruih  for  love  : 

crefle  is  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe 
Kcrvcr,  «.  Sax,  a  carver 
Kefle,  V.  Sax.  to  kifs 
Kefte,  pa.  t.  kiflcd 
Ketche,  v,  T.  iii.  as  cacche 
Kevere,  «.  Fr*  to  cover,  it  ligntfies  to  cover 
ICichel,  «:  Sax.  a  little  cake 
Kid,  kidde,  fa.  /.  kparU  of  kithe,  made  known, 

difcovered 
Kike,  V.  Sax.  to  kick 

Kin»  n.  Sax,  kindred ;  by  my  fader  kin,  by  my  fa- 
ther's kindred 
Kin,  adj,  of  the  fame  nature 
%ind,'ii.  San.  nature 
Kindly,  adv,  naturally 
Kinrede, «.  kindred 
Kirtel,  n.  Sdx.  a  tuitick  or  waifkoat,  in  kirtels 

and  none  other  wede ;  qui  rjloieat  en  pure  cottes, 

orig. 
Kithe,  ^.  Sax.  to  ihew,  to  make  known,  ne  kithe 

hire  jalouiie*  nor  fhew  to  her  any  jealoufy 
Kithed,/0r/.  ^a.  See  Kid 
Kitte,^«.  /.  Sax.  cut 

Knakkes,  «.  pi.  Sax,  trifling  tricks :    the  word 
'  feems  to  have  been  formed  from  the  knacking 

or  {napping  of  the  Engers  ufcd  by  jugglers.  See 
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Cotf.  in  V.  Mjlq/pnar  dexmMM  Uk^Nt^d^"^^ 

trifling  words,  p.  415 
Knappe.  n.  a  Ihort  fleep,  a  nap 
Koarryi  »dj.  Sa««  full  of  gnarres  or  knots 
Knave, «.  Sax.  a  fervant,  properly  a  boy-fcnrant— 

a  knave -child,  a  male  child— this  boie  knave, 

ce  zarcoHf  orig. 
Knedde,  pari. pa.  of  knede,  v.  Sax*  kneaded 
Kneen,  knenc,  m.pl.  Sax,  knees 
Knet,  part.  pa.  as  knit 
Knight,  n.  Sax.  a  fervant,  generally  a  fervant  In 

war, a  foldier— 1  dubbedknight 
Kaighthode,  n.  valour 
Ktittf  part.  pa.  Sax.  joined,  bound-*igreed 
Knobbes,-  n.  pi.  Sax.  excrefdencies  in  the  diape  of 

buds  or  buttons.  See  Knoppe 
Knoppc,  n.  Sax.  a  button— 1  rofebvd 
Knopped,  pjrt.  pa,  buttoned,  faftened 
Knottc,  n.  Sax.  a  knot :  in  fome  inftanees  it  is  vT- 

ed  in  the  fenfe  of  noeud,  Fr.  for  the  chief  point 

or  head  of  a  matter  « 

Knottclcs,  adj.  Sax.  without  a  knot,  without  any 

thing  to  obftrud  or  retard  the  paJlage 
Knowe,  for  knee 

Kaowleche, «.  Sax.  to  acknowledge 
Knowleching, «.  knowledge 
Kenning,  n.  as  conning,  cunning 
Kyke,  v.  Sax.  to  look  ftcadfaftly ;  kljckeo,  TeuiJ 

/peSlare,  I^ilian 


Labbe,  n,  a  blab,  a  great  talker 

Labbing,  part.  pr.  blabbing 

Laced,  part:  pa.  Fr.  tied,  bouRd 

Laceit,  n.  Fr.  a  flelhy  mufde,  fo  termed  from  Its 
having  a  tail  like  a  lizard 

Lache,  adj.  Fr.  iluggilh 

Lachefle,  n.  Ft.  flacknefs,  negligence 

Lad,  ladde,  pa.  t.  of  lede,  ^.  Sax.  led,  carried 

Laft,  pa^  t,  k.  part,  of  levc,  v.  Sax.  left 

Lsie,  n.T.'i.  as  la^ 

Laied,  pxrt.  pa.  ol  lay,  v.  Sax. ;  with  orfreys  laied, 
I.  €.  trimmed  :  fo  this  word  is  frequently  ufed 
by  Hollin(hed,  vol.  iii.  p.  1317 ;  laid  iw%th  gold 
lace— laid  on  with  red  iilke  and  gold  lace- 
laid  about  with  iilver  lace.  See  Cauched 

Laine,  inf.  v.  Sjx.  to  lay 

Lainers,  n.  pi.  Fr.  ftraps  or  thongs 

Lake,  a,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  what  fort  of  clcth  Is 
meant;  laekeq,  Bslg.  iigniiics  both  linen  and 
woollen  cbth,  KJUam 

Lakke,  n.  Sax.  a  Caiilt,  a  difgraceful  a^on.  want 

Lakke,  v.  to  find  fault,  to  blame 

Lamben,  «.  pi.  Sax.  lambs 

Langure,  v.  Fr.  to  languilh 

Lapidaire,  a  treatife  on  precious  (tones  fo  entitled  ; 
probably  a  French  tranflation  of  the  Latin 
poem  of  Marbodus  De  Gemm'u,  which  is  fre- 
quently cited  by  the  name  of  Lapidariut,  Fa^ 
brie.  Bibl,  Med.  Mt.  in  V.  Mjrhodut 

Lappe,  n.  Sax.  a  fldrt  or  lappei  of  a  garment 

Large,  adj.  Fr.  fpacious,  free,  prodigal  4  at  lat^, 
at  liberty ;  til  that  was  prime  Urge,  till  prime 
was  far  fpent 

Largely,  adv.  fully 

Las,  *.  Fr,  a  lace— a  (hare 
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JLaffr,  Uft,  #<^i  ttmp.  Sax.  left 

Latchc,  M.  a^  Us 

JUar ercd,  ^<?r/.  ^.r.  Sax.  dcUycd 

Lathe,  w.  a  barn;  it  i»  ftiliufcd  io  Lincolnlhirc, 
'Si.  In.  F.  iii  where  the  edit,  have  rathfc  and 
fathtf ,  the  mfC.  jjivc  the  true  reading— .-lathe 

Laton,  m.  Fr,  a  kind  of  mixed  metal  of  the  colour 
ofbrafs 

l^iodc,  m.  Lat.  praiTe 

Laudef,  the  fcrvice  performed  in  the  (burth  or 
'Jaft  watch  of  thf  nit^hi ;  <'  dicnntttr  autcm  lau- 
'*  des,  quod  illud  -officium  laudem  prscipuc 
**  fonat  divinam/*  &c.  Du  C^nge  in  t  Luut  2 
The  flim^  fervlce  waa  often  called  Matin«. 
Idem  in  V.  Matktini 

Laved, //frt.^ij.  Fr.  drawfi;  fpolcen  of  water  ta- 
ken out  of  a  well 

Lavender,  «.  Fr,  a  waflierwoman  or  laundrcfi. 
-In  the  pafHige  of  Dante  which  it  here  quoted, 
Envjr  if  called  •  --...., 

La  mereirhe,  che  mai  dall'  ofpizio 
D'\  Celare  lien  torfe  oli  cKchi  putti, 
Mortc  commune,  c  dclic  cortc  vizio. 

X»/.  xiii.  64. 

^  i  . . 

Laverock,  m.  Sax,  a  lark 

Usaruncceay,  a.  4  fart  cl'  lannce 

Lanncelot  du  Leke,  an  eminent  knight  of  the 

.  Round  Tabic,  whofeadventuics'wer*  thc(ut)- 
}ed\  of  af  omanc«  begun  by  Chrellico  de  Troyc^s, 
one  of  the  oldeft  af  the  romance  poeta,  and  fi- 
niihed  by  Godefroia  de  Lcigni.  Sue  Fauchet^ 
L  ii.  c.  10,  II.  They  have  been  rcpeatc»jiy. 
printed  in  French  profe,  and  make  a  confid^r- 
able  part  of  the  compilation  callcni  Mart  tf 
ArtbuY .'  hi9'arcon>plilhmeDt»  as  a  counter  and 
a  man  of  callantry  havabeen  alluded  to  before. 
Sicnor  Volpi,  in  his  notes  upon  Dante,  In/,  v, 
aaS,  has  mod  unaccountably  reprcfcnted  Lan- 
cilotto  as  inomtrato  di  Gitievrj,  mogtu  dei  Re 
Marco.  If  there  be  any  faith  m  hiftory,  Oi- 
nevra  was  the  wife  of  King  Arthur.  The  fto* 
17  in  Dante*,  which  is  the  occafion  of  Signor 
Volpi*8  note,  it  a  curious  one }  it  is  alluded  eo 

by  Petrarch,  Trionft  ^  Annwe^  iii.  82 ;    

I      ■         ■ 

,  Vcdi  Ginevra,  Ifotta,  e  1'  altre  amanti, 
£  la  C9ffia  d*  Arimino,    ■ 

Launde,  n.  tr.  a  plain  not  ploughed 

LavourcJi  n.'pl,  Fr.  iavers 

Laurcat,  adj.  Lat.  crowned  with  Lurel 

Laureole,«.  Krifpurge-lanrcl  -j 

Lanrcr,  n,  laurel   -  •     » 

Laus,  adj.  Sax.  loofe ;  laus,  Ifland.  foluivs.    This 

>  is  the  tryc  original  of  that  termination  of 'ad* 
icAivc*  fo  frequent  in  our  language  in  les  or 
JeU.  CoitfuetvJ.Je Be'verly.nd,  Harl.  560.  «»  HujUS 
**  lacrilcgii  emenda  non  crat  dcternanat?.,  led 
*•  diccbamr  ab  Anglis  Botalaus,  i,  c.  Jine  emem- 
•*  da**  So  Chaucer  ufes  botcies,  and  oiher 
wnrdVof  tlicfame  form,  i>s  dotteles,  drinkclcs^ 
gilteles,  Ac.  •        *  .  . 

Lawc,.  arj,  lor  low 

Laxatify  M.  Fr.  a  purging  medicine 

Lay, «.  S'lx,  law,  rchgioufr  proUSion 

Lay,  n,  Fr,  a  fpccies  tl  p^cm 

Lay,  /tf.  t,  of  lie,  or  l^c    liycn^  pL 
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L»zar,  ir.  Fr.  alepcr 

Leche,  >».  Sax.  a  phyiician ;  lecke-cnit,  the  M} 
of  a  phyiician 

Lech*',  V.  to  heal 

Lecherous,  adj.  provoking  lechery 

Lpchour,  n,  Fr.  a  lecher 

Ledorne,  h.  Lat.  a  reading -4e(k 

Leden,  4.  Sax.  language 

Ledge,  V.  a&  .  lleye 

Lccs,  n.  Fr.z  jca/h  by  which  dogs  are  held 

Lees,  adj.  Sax.  lallc  ;  withcutcfi  lees,  withont  ly- 
ing, tiuly 

Lcic,  mdj.  Sax,  plcafiligf  agreeable ;  a]  be  him 
lothe  or  Icfc.  though  it  be  liopleafisg  to  him 
or  plcaOrg — for  Icfc  nc  lothe,  f©r  mead  nor 
enemy;  he  turned  i)ot— for  leve  ne  f or  lothe. 
It  fomctirocs  fignificii  plcafed ;  I  n*am  cot  Ictc 
to  gahbc,  I  uiti  not  pleolcd  to  prate,  I  tiJic  00 
plfafure  ifn  prating 

Lcful',  adj.  lawful 

Lej;i;c,  V.  Sfix.  to  lay 

^'^^g^.  »•  Fr.  to  talc,  as  alegc 

Lric,  V.  Ssx.  to  Uy 

Lciler,  «.  Fr,  Uifurc,  opportunity 

Lcitc.  n.  Sax,  light ;  thondtr-leite,  lightning 

Lcke,  II.  San.  a  leek  ;  it'  is  put  lor  any  thuig  of 
very  Ihiall  value 

Lc"b)c«,  m.  pi  Sax.  flames 

Lemman,  n.  Sax, «  lover  or  gallant,  a  millrels 

Lendes,  *.  fl.  Sax,  the  loins 

Lcocy  adj.  Sax.  lean  * 

Lene,  «.  Sax.  to  lend,  to  grant 

Lenger,  ado,  eomp.  Sax.  lotager 

Lenie,/tf,  /.  of  Itne 

Linton,  «.  Sax.  the  (jpafon  of  Lent 

L*cnvoy,  Fr,  was  a  (•n  of  poftfcript  feni  with 
poetical  tompofitions,  and  ferrxng  either  to  re- 
commend them  to  th^  attention  of  fome  parti- 
cuUr  per  for,  or  tb  enforce  what  we  caOl  the 
moral  of  them.  The  fix  laft  ilanzas  of  The 
Clcrkes  Tale  arc  in  many  n-ff.  entitled  Vm^cj 
de  Chaacer  a,  Its  maris  de  mcite  temp*.  Sec  ailo 
the  ftanzas  at  the  end  cf  The  Complaint  of  the 
Black  Knight,  and  of  Chaucer's  Dreme 

Leen^  m.  Lat,  a  lion 

Xeoninc,  adj.  belonging  to  a  lion 

Leopart,  Icpart,  n.  Fr,  a  leopard 

Leos,  *.»  Or,  people  ' 

Lcpande,  fatt  /r.  of  lepe,  v.  Sax.  leaping 

Lepe,  lep,  lor  lepeth,  ^dpeff.Jing* 
for  lepcd,  pa,  t, 

'i^rpe,^r.  «.  a  town  in  Spain 

Lere,  Icme,  ♦.  Sex.  to  Icim,  to  teach— Lcred, 
p,  t,  &  part, 

Lvre*,  n,  S^x.  the  flcio  ^ 

Lefe,  H.  Fr.  as  lees;  in  luiUe  Icfe,  io  loTe*s  Icaih 

Lcfe,  adj.  Sax,  as  lees 

Ltfc,  v.  Sax.  tolcftf 

Leleth,  id  per/,  pi.  imp.  m,  lofe  yc 

Lefing,  «.  5^*.  a  lie,  a  faUfity 

Lefinres,  pi, 

L'  (V,  lift,  luift, »,  Sax.  pleafare 

LcfJc,  lifte,  lufte,  vto  plcafc;  It  is  generally  ofed 
as  an  imperfonal,  in  the  third  pcrfon  oniy,  foif 
It  pieafffth  or  it  pleafed  5  him  luBc  to  nee  fo. 
It  plcafed  him  to  ride  fo ;  wel  to  driirk  ut  Ufir, 
ic  pleafrd  us  well  to  drink;  ifycu  left,  if  it 
plcale  yoiz  ;^  mc  liift  sot  {>lav>  it  pie^feth  mc  net 
to  play  ,  ^ 
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Left^  adf.  Sax.ftiperL  </.  leaft,  at  the  Icftc  way,  at 

the  Icftc,  at  Icaft 
JLefte,  for  hSk 
Let,  V.  S.tix,  to  leave,  to  omit ;  to  leave,  to  per- 

fuit ;  let  thf  japes  be ;  let  the  Sooipnour  be, 

to  caufe,  to  hinder 
LctCj/r.  H,  the  river  Lethe 
Letgamc,  ir.  SaK.  a  hiuderer  of  pleafure 
Lette, «.  delay,  hinderance 
Lcttowe,  /r. «.  Lithuania 
Lettred,  aJj.  Fr.  learned 
Lcitrurc,  icitcrure,  a.  Fr,  literature 
Lettuarie,  m,  Fr,  an  cie<5luary 
Leve,  t;.  for  live 
Leve,  n.  Sax.  defire,  inclination 
Leve,  aJf.  dear.    See  Lefe 

Levc^  tr.  ^4*:.  to  believe — ^Leveth,  imp.  m.  ZH  per/. 
//. ;  Icvcth  me,  bdicveth  mc ;  leveth  is  mil". 
j>rinted  for  Iclcth 

He  Itfech  more  than  ye  may  doe. 

So  this  verfe  (honld  be  written  : 

Plus  y  pert-il  que  vous  ne  faides,      Ori^. 

Leve  is  alfo  mifprinted  for  lene 
Leveies,  atfj^  Sax.  without  leave 
Leven,  n.  S:ix.  lightning 
Lever,  comp.  d,  of  Iclc,  more  afrreeable ;  it  were 

me  lever,  1  haddc  lever,  hire  haddc  lever 
Lcvefell,  *.  a  leaiy  feat,  an  arbour.     I  am  by  no 

means  fatisfied  with  the  explanation  here  given 

of  this  word,   the  interpretation  of  it  in  the 

Prompt*  Furv.  will  ndt  help  us  much ;  **  Lew 

••  ctl  bcforn  a  windowe  or  other  place,  umbra- 

•*  cutum,** 
Lcwtd,  lewde,  aJj,  Sjx,  ignorant,  unlearned^  laf- 

civiout 
Ijtye,  V.  Sjx.  as  legge,  to  lay,  to  lay  a  wager 
L*eycs,^r.  n,  Layas  in  Arni.nia 
Leytc, «.  Sax.  fiame.    See  Leite 
X^iard,  pr,  n,  belonged  origiually  to  a  horfe  of  a 

gray  colour 
UficDciat,  n.  Lai.  feems  to  fignify  that  he  was  li- 

cenfed  by  the  Pope  to  hear  confellions,  &c.  in 

all  places,  indepi^ently  of  the  local  ordinaries 
L.iche-W3kc,  «.  the  cullom  of  watching  witl*  dead 

bodies 
L.idc,  pr,  X.  Lydia 
Lieges,  m.  pi.  Fr,  fubjc<5ls 
JLicn,/r.  /.//.  of  lie  or  ligge 
Lien,^r/.  pa,  of  lie  or  liege,  lain 
i.ic8,  ».  pi.  Fr.  lees  of  wine,  &c. 
Xieth  is  mifprinted  for  leyeth 
liifly,  atfv.  Sax.  like  the  life 
Ligeance,  n.  Fr.  allegiance 
JLiggc, lie,  V.  xfut.  Sax.  to  lie  down 
X.igging^/tfr/./r.  lying 
Light,  V.  Sax.  to  enlighten— to  make  light  or 

pleafant— V.  xeut.  to  defcend,  to  alight 
Ligne,  m.  Fr.  lineage,  lineal  defcent ;  Ugine  ihould 

probably  be  lignee,  to  rhyme  to  compagnec 
LieiK  aloes,  lignum  aloes,  a  very  bitter  drug 
Like,  liken,  v.  Sjx.  to  compare 
Like,  V.  Sjx.  to  pleafc;  if  you  liketh,  if  it  plcaf- 

eth  you ;  it  liketh  hem,  it  pleafech  them 
LikcTDus,  aJj.  Sjfc.  gluttonuas,  lafcivioui 


Liking,  part.  pr.  pletfing 

Likinp,  x.  plealure 

Limailc,  «.  Fr.  filings  of  any  mttal 

Lime,  v.  Sax.  to  fmear  as  with  birdlime 

Limed,  par.',  pa.  caught  as  with  birdlime 

Limcd,^*rr./a.  Fr.  poliflied  as  with  a  file 

Limer,  n.  Fr.  limier,  a  bloodhound.  Dm.  361,  5. 

Lime-rod,  a  twig  with  birdlime 

Limitation,  «.  Lot.  a  certain  precind  allowed  to  a 
limitour 

Limitour,  x.  a  friar  licenfed  to  beg  within  a  cer- 
tain diftriA 

Limmes,  m.  pi.  Sax.  limbs 

Linage,  m.  Fr.  fanily 

Ltndc,  X  Sjx.  the  limetree 

LifTe,  X,  S.ix.  remifTion,  abatement 

Lifle,  V.  ncut.  Sax.  to  grow  eafy 

LilTed,  part.  pa.  ol  lilTc,  v.  Sax.  eafed,  relieved 

Liftc,  t/.    Sec  Lcfte 

Liftcneth,  imp,  m.  ^J  per/,  pi.  of  liften,  v.  Sax, 

hearken  ye 
Lidcs,  n.pi.  Fr.  lifts,  a  place  enclofed  for  com 

bats,  &c. 
Litargo,  x.  Fr.  white  lead 
Lite,  aJj.  Sjx.  little 
Lith,  X.  S IX.  a  limb 
Lith,  for  licth 

Lithe,  adj.  Sax.  foft,  fleiible,  Px.  953. 
Lithe,  V.  Sjx.  to  foften 
Lithcr,  aJj.  Sax.  wicked ;  [in  the  edit,  it  is  lith/,] 

luthcr  and  quede.    See  Q^iadc 
Litherly,  adv.  Sax.  very  iU 
Litling,  Sax.  very  little 
Livand,  part.  pr.  Sax  living 
Live,  H.  Sax.  life ;  on  live,  in  life,  alive  ;  live* 
creature,  living  creature;  lives  body,  living  Uody 

Lodemanage,  S®*^  t^""  P'^^J'"  ^  ^^*'-  \  ''  '^* 
LodeftcrreT      >     where  loadmanage  is  ufc-i  re. 

C     pcatcdly  m  the  fcufc  of  pilotag^  • 
Lodefmen,  x.  pi.  Sax.  pilots 

Loit,  adv.  Sax.  on  loft,  on  hieh,  aloft 

Loge,  n.  Fr.  a  lodge,  habitation 

Logged,  part.  pa.  Fr.  lodged 

Logging,  M.  lodging 

Loke,  V.  Sax.  to  fee,  to  look  upon 

Luken,  Loke,  part.  pa.  of  loke,  v.  Sax.  locked, 
ihut  dofc,  Cox/.  Am.  29,  his  one  eye  anon  was 
loke 

Lolkr,  n.  a  lollard 

Lollius  pr.  X.  a  writer  from  whom  Chaucer  pro- 
fcffcs  to  have  tranflatcd  his  poem  of  Tr^iiua 
and  Crefeide 

Londe, «.  Sax.  land 

Londcnoys,  a  Loncjpner,  one  bom  in  London 

Lone,  II.  Sax.  a  loan,  any  thing  lent 

Long,  V.  Sax.  to  belong ;  longing  for  his  art,  be- 
longing to  his  art,  to  deiirc 

Long.    See  Along 

Loos,  los,  /I.  Fr.  praife ;  lofes,//. 

Lord,  H.  Sjx,  a  title  of  honour  given  to  monVi, 
as  well  as  to  other  perfons  of  fop(<ri6ur  rank ; 
lordcs  is  ufed  in  thefenfc  of  lordings 

Lordings,  x.  pi.  firs,  maflcrs,  a  diminutive  of 
lords  :    • 

Lordihip,  x.  Sax.  fupremo  power 

Lore,  n.  Sax.  knowledge,  dodrine,  advice 

Lorcl,  X.  Sax.  a  good-for-nothing  fellow.  Skin- 
ner fuppgfca  It  to  be  derived  from  the  Lat* 
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iurco:  ^d  in  the  PromfiUritm  Paivufcrtim  /oft/, 
or  /•rr/,  or  /Mrdt/r,  is  rendered  /urco  ;  but  /urto, 
1  apprehrnd,  C|?nifics  only  a  gluttoo,  which 
falli  rery  ihort  of  our  idea  of  a  lord :  and  bt- 
$*'£•'.  ^  ^^  °°^  believe  that  the  word  was  ever 
fufficiently  common  in  Latin  to  pive  rife  to  a 
derivative  in  Engliih.  One  of  Skinner's  friendi 
deduces  it  with  much  more  probabihty  from 
the  Bclg.  [raihcr  S^x]  loren,  loft,  ferditu, 

Lorne,/<rr/.  Atf.  of  Icfi.-,  v,  Sjx,  loD,  undone 

Lot,  n.  Sax.  lof» 

Lofr;a,/.flr/./<«.  .^/x.  looftd 

Lofcd,  />ar/.  ^tf.  Fr.  praiftd 

/j°^V'  *•  '^''-  ^  quadrilateral  fi«yre  of  equal 
lidts  but  unequal  angles,  in  which  the  arms  of 
women  mre  ufually  painted  ;  lof)  nges  fcems  to 
*«?nify  fmall  figures  of  the  fauic  form  in  the 
tret-woric  of  a  crown 

Lofeogeour,  «.  Fr,  a  flatterer 

Lotcby,  n,  in  the  ori^.  eampaigme,  a  private  com- 
pat)ion  or  bedfellow  ;  the  concubines  of  prictts 
<re  called  their  lotebies;  perhaps  it  may  be  de- 
rived  from  the  Sax.  loutr,  to  lurk 

Loth,  uHj  S.tx.  difagrcca^le,  odious 

Lother,  com/>,  d.  more  hateful 

Lotheft,>;>,r/.  d.  moft  unwillinir 

Lothly,  adj.  loathfome 

fl!:?^^"' "'  ^^L^?*5^  aprjointed  for  the  amicable 
IcttUment  of  differences,  was  called  a  luvc-day 

Love-dnnke,  n.  Sax.  a  drink  to  exute  love 

Love-jongicg,  n.  Sax,  dcGrc  of  love 

Lovefome,  adj.  Six.  lovcty 

Lou;'h,/»^.  /.  of  laugh,  V.  Sax.  laughed 

TkTi  /C'*.^"^*^'*°'^  I  learn  from  Cotg rave, 
tnat  lufke  ,8  a  fynonymous  v^rord  to  lowt.  lo- 
*  Vu  '  *^  *^^^  perhaps  louke  may  be  ftiH  an- 
other term  for  an  idle  good-for-nothing  fel- 
low. Sec  Cct^.  in  V.  UJke,  £„9.  and  in  v. 
^oruard,Fa/f,utdlt,,Fr.  ^  "^ 

I-oure,  „.  nf^t.  Six,  to  look  difcontcntcd 
.Louring,  ;&«r/./*r. 
^oute,  v.  ^-^Ar.  to  bow,  to  lurk 
J-ow,  «  for  law 
Xowlyhede, «.  ^^*.  humility 

Lncan,/>r.,.  the  Roman  poet 
Luee,„.  L^t^  ,h^  ^^  ^j^y^^  ^    » 

Lucina,/r.«.  the  moon  *^ 

Lumbardei.  n  //.  b.nkets,  remitters  of  mon 
J^«narie,/r. ;,.  of  a  herb,  moon  wort 

thei;if;irs'''"' "'''  ^^  '*'^^'^^"  ^^  "^^j? 

J^"''!'  -J-  ^'-  to  bring  to  the  lure 

l.UKJhcburghes,  bafe  coins,  probably  firft  import- 
|f<i.  as  Skmncr  thinks,  from  Luxembourffh 
ihcy  arc  mentioned  in  the  Stat.  25.  E.  III. %' 
a.  '*  La  ironoic  appcllc  Lucynbourg,"  and*  in 
rurce  P/onxb.  fol.  Ss.  b. 

As  in  Lufhburgh  is  a  kther  tlay,  yet  lokeih 
lik^  Sterling. 

Luft,  n.    See  Led 
Lufte,  T^    Scr  h'ti^t 

L'jl>v!^fi]-,  n.  c^.j.Y.  plcafure,  mirth 
Liixi;rif,  r.  />.  lechery 

Lynion,  /r. ;;.  a  If  ained  correfpondeat,  to  wi..  m  \ 
am  obliged  for  other  |£cf  uUJnts,  has  fuggcHcd 
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tome  that  Fabrioiu",  upon  tlie  anthoritr  of  Olu» 
lini,  has  placed  the  dr.arh  of  Joannes  Lipoaovs 
in  1383.  Bi/,t.  Med.  JEt.  in  v.  1  his  fum^flies 
an  additional  reifon  for  believing  that  The 
Canterbury  Tales  were  composed,  or  at  Icafl 
collcdcd  into  a  body,  after  that  period 

M. 

Mace,  m.  Fr.  a  club 

Machabe,  pr.  n.  the  books  of  the  Maccal»ees 

Microbes,  ^r.  ir.  M  icrobius,  Dv.  284 ;  the  aathof 
of  the  commentary  oa  the  Somntum  ScimonU 
of  Cicero 

Maddc,  v.  Sax,  to  be  tnad 

>(adrian.  I  have  found  that  the  French  have  a 
faint  called  Matcme— but  Mr.  Sreevcns,  with 
much  more  probability,  fuppofes  that  the  pre- 
cious body  by  which  the  Hoft  fwears  was  that 
«f  St.  Mithunn.  See  his  (>ory  in  The  Golden 
Legende,  edit.  15*7,  by  Winkin  de  Wordc, 
J  51,  b. :  **  Than  tokc  they  tht  frreUm,  Mj, 

.  •*  and  enoyntrd«t  with  raoche  reverence;  and 
**  when  they  had  laid  it  in  the  crth,  on  the 
"  morowe  they  came  to  the  fepuhure  and 
"  found  t/^e  /jo/y  bods  above  the  erth  nigh  nn- 
"  to  the  fame  tepuSure,  and  than  were  ther 
"  all  abrsfhed,  aud  vryft  not  what  to  do.'*  It 
fcen:s  the  kni^ht«  who  had  brought  him  o«t  of 
France  had  promifed  that  if  he  died  on  his 
journey  he  Should  be  fcnt  hack  and  buried 
••  where  as  they  had  taken  him,**  and  there- 
fore his  body  would  not  ftay  in  the  greond  till 
it  was  depofitct'.  according  to  prumife,  in 
France,  >vhef  e  it  afterwards  worked  many  mi^ 
racles 

Mafeie,  Fr.  r^afty,  by  my  faith 

Magicicn,  n.  Fr.  a  magician 

Magikc,  n.  Fr.  ma<»ic;  rragike.  natural 

Mahownd,  fr.  n.  Mihomet.    See  Dm  Cange  in  < 

Maille,  m.  Fr.  a  coat  of  mail  • 

Main te, /fur/. /«.  3$  meint 

Maintenance,  n,  Fr.  behaTioor,  Dm.  834. 

Maifondewe,  Fr.  maifondieu,  an  hoipital 

Maiftcr,  n.  Fr.  a  ftilful  artitt,  a  maifler ;  maiftrr^ 
llrctc,   the  chiof  flrect;  mamer-temple,  the 

*/^A*^^  J^"^?** »  niaifter-tour,  the  principal  tower 

Maiftr»ful,  adj.  imperious 
i  Maifterie,  niaiftric,  m.  Fr,  (kill,  flcilfnl  manage^ 
ment,  power,  fupcriority 

Love  wol  not  be  copilreined  by  maiftrie. 
Whan  maiftrie  comerh  the  god  of  love  anon 
Beteth  his  winges,  and  farewell  he  is  gon. 

I  cite  thefe  elegant  lines  as  I  omitted  toohferve 
before  that  Spcnfer  has  infer  ted  them  in  the 
Faery  Queer,  b.  ii.  c.  i,  ft.  15.  with  very  little 
alteration,  And  certainly  without  any  in^ove^ 
ment :  *^ 

Ne  may  love  be  crmpcll'd  by  roaftery. 
For  foon  as  maftery  comes  fweet  love  anone 
Tsketh  his  nimble  wings,  and  icon  away  U 
gone. 

A  maiftrie.  a  mafierly  operation  ;  um  C6»t  d^ 
maitre^  for  the  maiftric  * 

Ilaiflrcfic,  n,  Fr.  miftrcff,  govemefi 
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Maiftriff,  m.  Fr.  mt(kerlf  workmtnihip 
Make,  m.  5«x.  a  fellow,  a  mate,  a  hufband,  a 
wife  ;  make  or  mctchc,  compir.  Prompt,  Parv. 
Make,  v.  Sax.  to  compofe  or  make  verfes,  to  fo- 
lace  him   foiuctimeft  as  I   do  whan  I  make. 
Pierce  Plough.  6o.  to  make  a  mau*s  berde,  to 
cheat  him 
Make,  why  make  ye  your  backes!  we  (hould 
read^— nake,  u  e.  make  naked  ;  cmr  inerles  Urga 
mudath  ?  orig, 
Maked,  j>tf rf .  fa.  made 
Mikeleis,  adj.  Sjx.  peerlef«,  without  a  fellow 
MakiD|;,  M.  poetry  ;  makinges,  fl,  poetical  com- 
poGtions;   and  thou  medleit  with   makings, 
Pi<rce  PlMgb.  6o» 
Malapert,  adj.  pert,  forward;  the  word  feems  to 
be  evidently  of  French  ori$;inal,  though  I  do 
not  recollect  to  have  feen  it  ufed  by  any  French 
writer,    Appert,  adj,  Fr,  Cgnifics  expert,  &c. 
Cotgrave 
Male,  ff.  Fr.a  bodfret  or  portmanteau 
Malefice,  w.  Fr.  enchantment 
Male-talent, ».  Fr,  ill-will 
Malifon  «.  Fr,  maledi^ion,  curfe  ;  I  gyre  it  my 

malifoun 
Malt,  pa,  t,  of  melt,  v.  Sax,  melted 
Malvefie,  pr,  n.  Malmfey  wine 
Malure,  m,  Fr,  misfortune 
Manace,  n,  Fr,  a  threat 
Manace,  v.  to  threaten 
Manadng,  n.  threatening^ 

Manciple,  «.  an  officer  who  has  the  care  of  p\ir- 
chaung  vidluals  for  an  inn  of  court.    The  name 
is  probably  derived  from   the    Lat.    mancrpt, 
which  fienified  particularly  the  fuperintendant 
of  a  pubhc  kakehonfe,  and  from  thence  a  baker 
in   general    Sec    Du  Cange  in  t>,  Manefs  a. 
Theofiice  dill  fublias  in  feveral  colleges  as 
well  as  inns  of  court. 
Mandement,  m.  Fr,  mandate 
Manere,  «r.  Fr,  carriaoe,  behaviour,  kind  or  fort ; 
a  manere  Latin,  a  kind  of  Latin ;  fwiche  a  roa- 
ncr  lovc-drinke,  fuch  a  fort   of  love-potion ; 
fwiche  maner  rime 
Mangonel,  n.  Fr,  an  engine  ufed  to  batter  walls 
Alanic,  n,  Fr,  Gr.  madnefs 
Manniih,  adj.  Sax.  human,  proper  to  the  human 
ipecief-^mafculine,  proper  to  man  as  diftin- 
guiflied  from  woman ;  in  this  laft  fcnfe  when 
applied  to  a  woman  it  is  a  ftrong  term  of  re- 
proach 
Manor,  n.  Ft,  dwelling,  Da,  1004. 
Manfuete,  adj.  Fr.  gentle 
Mantelet,  n,  Fr,  a  (horc  mantle 
Marcian,^r.  m.  Martianus  Capella 
Marciao,  adj.  martial,   under  the  infloepce  of 

Mars 
Mareis,  m.  Fr.  a  marih 
Margaritc,  «.  Fr.  a  pearl 

>iarie.  mary,  «.  Sjx,  marrow ;  marie-bones,  mar- 
rowbones 
Market-beter,  I  am  encHned  to  believe  that  this 
vrord  is  to  be  underOood  in  a  fcnfe  fimilar  to 
Aat  tn  which  the  Fr.  phrafes  Satrehs  ruet-^ 
mnd  Battur  de  pa^^ez^  are  ufed  ;  Sat  re  lei  rurSy 
to  revel,  jet,  or  fwagger,  up  and  down  the 
fireets  anights ;  Baiettr  dt  pavex^  a  jctter  abroad 
in  the  firceu— a  pavement-bcatcr.    See  (kt- 
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gra^e  in  v.  Biteur,  Batre,  Pjoe ,  frt»that  he 
was  a  market-berer  atte  fall,  may  mean  per- 
haps—he war  ufed  to  fwacrger  up  and  down- 
the  market  when  it  was  f  4li«^-»:&  circomflanco 
which  fuit*  very  well  with  the  reft  of  his  cha- 
raAer  ."^Murlttt'daclar^  clrcttmforanens ,  Prompt, 
Parv, 
Markis,  m.  Fr.  a  marquis 

Markis,  for  markifes,  gen,  ca,  Jing.\  in  the  fame 
manner  Peneus  is  put  for  Pcneufes;  Thefcus 
for  Thelcufcs ;  Venus  for  Venufes ;  Ceres  for 
Csrefes ;  Melibeus  for  ^f  dibenfes  :  Perhaps  it 
might  have  been  proper  to  add  a  mark  ef  apo- 
cope to  the  wordn  fo  abbrevinted.    As  to  the 
pcefcnt  method  of  cxprcffing  the  genitive  cafes 
of  nooni  ending;  in  t  I  y  adding  another  s  with 
a  mark  of  fyncopc,  as  PencusN,  Thefeus's,  Vc- 
nus*0,  &c.  it  feems  abfurd,  whether  the  addi- 
tion be  intended  to  be  pronounced  or  not.    la 
the  fir  (I  cafe  the  t  ihould  not  be  cot  out ;    in 
the  fecond  the  /  is  quite  fuperflnous.    But  the 
abfurdity  of  this  pra^ice  is  moft  (Iriking  when 
the  genitives  of  monofyllable  nouns  are  thus 
written,  an  oz*s  horns,  an  ars*s  ears,  a  fiih's 
tail,  St.  James's  park;   notwith(landing  that 
the  <,  which  is  thus  dire^ed  to  be  cut  out,  it 
conftantly  apd  neceflarily  to  be  pronounced,  as 
if  the  feveral  words  were  written  at  length, 
ores,  afies,  fifhes,  Jamefes 
Markifefife,  n.  Fr.  the  wife  of  a  marqui% 
Marte,  fr,  ti.  Mars 
Martire,  i».  Fr.  martyrdom,  torment 
Martire,  v.  Fr,  to  torment 
Mary,  Marie,  ^r.  n.  a  vulgar  oath ;  by  Mfry 
Mafe,  ft.  a  wild  fancy 
Mafe,  V.  fieut,  to  doubt,  to  be  confounded 
Mafednefle,  n.  aftoniihment,  confuilon 
Mafelin,  n.  rather  mazetin,  a  driiiking-cop.    S^o. 

Du  Cange  in  v.  Mazer 
Mate,  part,  fa,  ot  mate,  v.  Fr,  dejeAed,  ftmck 

dead  ;  fo  feble  and  mate,  Cbwf.  Am.  127, b. 
Matirc,  for  matere,  n.  Fr,  matter 
Maogre,  malgre,  Fr.  in  fpite  of ;  maugre  all  thy 
might ;  maugre  thin  eyen  ;  maugre  Eire  hed— 
The  original  of  this  exprefHon  appears  more 
plainly  in  the  following  pa0ages,  1  drede  thou 
canft  me  grcte  maugre 

Car  je  cuide,  que  me  fcavez 

Malgre,  Ort£« 

Malgre  his,  with  his  ill  will^  againft  his  will ; 
mal  gre  lui, 

Mavir,  m.  Sax.  a  thrufli 

Mavis  is  probably  a  mifiake  for  muis,  n,  pi.  Fr. 
the  orig.  has  eent  muys  de  /romemts  the  Pari* 
muid  contains  fomething  more  than  five  quu* 
ters  JBnglifli 

Maumet,  n.  an  idol 

Maumetrie,  a.  the  religion  of  Mahomet ;  Idolatry 

Mawe,  m.  Sax.  the  (lomach 

Maximian,  pr.  n.  the  author  of  fix  elegies  whicli 
have  been  frequently  printed  under  the  name 
of  Callus :  he  is  faid  by  Fabricius  [BiU,  Lat, 
t.  i.  p.  297,  ed.  Patav.]  to  have  lived  under  the 
Emperor  AnaOaijus,  q.  1.  or  II.  ?  A  tranflation 
or  rather  abridgment  of  thcfe  elegies  in  £ngLi^ 
vcrft  is  in  mf.  Hari,  2253.     - 
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Mar,  V.  Sste.  to  be  ible,  phyfically ,  morally.  See 
Mjwc  ,  ^  - 

M»yt  ••  ^"^  *  virgin ;  of  Mary,  moder  and  may, 
a  young  woman . 

Maydenhed.  •.  Saf.  ▼irginity 

Meaoelkhe,    a^j-    Sax.    modtrate;    mtdiocnbtn^ 

Meblcs,  •.  pL  Fr,  moveable  gooda 

Medc,  «.  Sag.  reward,  a  meadow 

Mcde,  methe,  meth,  n.  karh.  Lai.  mead,  a  liquor 
made  of  honey 

M-dlc,  V.  Fr.  to  mix 

M   .Ice,  adj.  of  a  mixed  ftuff  or  colow 

Miinif,  •.  Ff,  hoolehold  aitendantt,  an  army— 
HarUwa^net  mtyme,'  This  obfcure  phrafe,  I 
think,  may  be  underftood  to  relate  to  a  parti- 
cular fet  of  ghoftly  apparition!  which  were  uf- 
ed  to  run  about  the  country  at  night,  and  were 
called  in  Fren  h  La  mfjgni*  dt  HeLUquin  or  Her* 
Uifum,  The  fulLft  account  that  I  have  fcen  of 
theivi  is  in  Vbtfloite  dc  Rcbatd  Jamt  panur.  Due 
S*  Nvrmandict  qui /y1  fit  dt  Robert  U  DiabU.  In 
oi.c  of  hi>.  rides  he  meeis  with  thrtc  black 
knights  whom  he  engages:  **  Et  quand  leJ 
*•  Chevaliers  veircnt  le  ju  mal  party  pour  cux 
•*  lis  moiitercnt  a  chcval  et  s'cnfuyrcnt  ;*— ct 
**  Richard — chcvaucha  apres  cux;  et  ainli  qu'il 
** '  chevauchott  il  appcrccnt  unc  dance  dc  gent 
**  noirs  qui  s'cntretenoyrnt.  Adciic  luy  A>u- 
««  vint  df  la  mejgnie  dc  HdUqu'im,  dont  tl  avoit 
•*  autres  foys  ouy  parlcr."  The  title  of  the 
next  chapter  (4  )  i^  ^jr  ^'^'fi  ^'  '«  «'e^*''  ^* 
fijlrquim  et  qui  il  efloit.  \\c  is  there  laid  to 
^ave  been  a  knight  who,  having  fpcnt  all 
^i8  fubftance  in  the  wars  of  Charles  Martel 
agatnft  the  Saracens,  lived  afterwards  by  pil- 
lage. •*  Adonc  il  avint  qu'il  mouriit  et  lut  en 
•^  danger  d'cftre  damme,  maisDieu  luy  fit  pardon, 
•*  pource  que  il  avoit  bataille  contre  Ics  Sarra- 
**  zins  et  exaulcc  la  foy.  S\  fut  condamnc  dc 
•*  I>icu  que  pour  un  terns  dc  termiiie  luy  et 
"  ceux  de  (on  lignagc  fcroient  penitence  et 
•«  yroient  toutc  la  nuit  parmy  la  tcrrc,  pour 
•^^leurs  penitences  fairc  et  endurer  plufieurs 
••  maux  et  calamitez."  The  belief  of  fuch 
apparitions  was  certainly  of  great  antiquity  in 
Normandy,  as  they  arc  mentioned  by  Ordcri- 
cus  Vitalis  under  the  title  o^familla  HrrlcebiMt^ 
is  a  mod  extraordinary  ftory  related  by  hiin, 
1.  viii.  p.  695,  and,  1091 ;  and  I  fufpcd  that  in 
a  paiTajce  quoted  by  Vu  Cunge  in  v.  Herlininil 
from  Pttr,  BUfent^  et).  14,  we  fhould  read  /f«r- 
tiktai  inlleadof  Hiriinini-'-^crvAic  of  Tilbery, 
who  wrote  in  nil,  mentions  another  fet  of 
apparitions  which  were  called  fumilia  Arturi. 
Of.  Irnper.  T>€c.  ii.  c.  la  ;  "  In  fylvis  Brittannia: 
^•^  majoris  aut  minoris  confimilia  contijjiiT:  re- 
«•  feruntur,  narrantibus  nemorum  cuftodibus, 
••  quos/dr^arjw— vulgus  nominat,  fe  alternis 
•«  diebus  circa  horam  meridianam,  et  in  primo 
•*  nodinm  conticinio  fub  plcnilunio  lun4  lu- 
"  cente,  fxpiflime  videre  militum  copiain  vc- 
«*  nantium  et  canum  et  cornuum  ftrepitum, 
»«  qui  fciflitantibus  fe  defocittate  H  familia  Af 
*•  tuti  clTc  affirmant."  He  had  juft  faid  that 
Arthor,  not  long  before,  had  been  fcen  in  a 
palace,  miro  operf  ci)nflrtif?o,  in  a  mod  delicious 
traUey  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  J^cnai 
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where  he  had  refided  ever  fiAce  the  tame  of  hsa 

fuppofed  death,  vmliuribus  quotammu  rtcrmiefcmti* 

hut, 
MeintK^rf.  p**  of  mengc,  «.  £*x«  auied,  miogM 
Mckc,  adj.  Sax,  meek,  humble 
Meke, «.  to  become  meek 
Mclci,  m.  pi.  Sax.  meals,  dinners,  &c.  />«.  6ia- 
Mele-tide,  *.  Sax.  dinner-time 
McUe,  «.  Fr.  to  meddle 
MjUe,  0.  for  mille 
Memorir,  ».  Fr.  remembrance ;  co  be  drawn  to 

memorie ;  to  be  recorded ; 

And  for  to  drawe  into  memorye 
Her  namc«  bothe  and  her  biftorye. 

C^m/,  Am.  C  96. 

Memorie,  v.  to  remember 

Mendiants,  m,  pi,  Fr.  friars  of  the  begging  orden 

Mene,  v.  Sax,  to  mean,  to  intend 

Mene,  ».  Fr.  moyen,  a  mean  or  inflmmem ;  where 

the  orijr.  has  mezxamp,  a  procurer.     Meme»,  pi, 
M(.ne,  adj.  middle 
Meniverc,  m.  Fr.  a  fort  of  fur 
Mcrcenrikc,/r.  «.  the  kingdom  of  Mercia 
Mercia,  pr.  n.  Marfayas  is  probably  meant,  bnt 

our  poet,  1  know  not  upon  what  authority,  baa 

turned  him  into  a  female 
Merciablc,  adj.  Fr.  merciful 
Meritorie,  adj.  Fr.  meritorious 
Mcrke,  m.  Sax.  a  mark,  an  image;  all  the  nerke 

of  Adam,  all  the  images  of  Adam,  all  man- 
mind 
Mcrke,  adj.  Sax.  dark 

Merlion,  m.  Fr.  emtnllom^  a  merlin,  a  fort  of  hawk 
Mervaille,  n.  Fr.  wonder,  marvd 
Mcry,  adj.  Sax.  merry,  plealant 
Mcs,  at  gode  mts,  (hould  probably  be  at  gode- 

oefs;  the  orig.  has  m  btn  pmnt.    See  Godc-> 

ncfs 
Mefe,».formeffe  ' 

Mefcl,  n.  Fr.  a  leper 
Mrfelrie,*.  Fr.  Jtprofy 
Mcffage,  n  Fr.  a  meffenjg^cr 
Mtfiagerie,  pr,  n.  a  nSitious  attendant  in  the 

temple  of   Venus  ;  Boccace  calls  her  Ruffiania» 

Tbejeida,  b.  vii. 
Mcffc.it.  Fr.  the  fervice  of  the  mafs 
Mcftc,  adj.  SJS./Mperi.  i.  as  woOe 
Mefurablc,  adj.  Fr.  moderate 
Mefurc,  n.  Fr,  moderation 
^etamorphofeoa,  Metamorphofole,  Ovid*a  Me- 

tamorpnofis.    Sec  Judicum 
Mete,  adj.  Sax.  fitting,  convenient 
Mete,  II.  Sax.  meat ;  during  the  metes  fpacCydor^ 

ing  the  time  of  eating 
Mete-borde,  n.  Sax.  an  eating-table 
Metely,  adj.  proportionable 
Mete,  V.  Sjx.  to  meet,  to  dream 
Mette,  met,  pj.  t.  dreamed  ^  1  mette,  me  mette,  \ 

dreamed 
Metriciens,  «.  pi.  writers  in  verfc 
Mcvable,  adj.  Fr.  moveable 
Mcwc,  H.  Fr.  a  cage  for  baw|cs  while  they  mew<]r 

change  their  feathers,  a  cage  in  general, or  any 

fort  of  confinement  •,  in  mewe,  in  fecrct 
Mewet,  adj  Fr,  mute ;  in  mcwtt,  dumbly,  ^pca](« 

ing  inwardly 


GLOSSARY. 


Mlcheri  n.  a  thief,  licrres  orig.  mychin  or  pryvc- 
ly  ftdyn  (male  things ;  furriplo^  Prompt.  Parv. 
Might,  pa.  t.  of  may,  v.  Sjx.  was  able,  mighten. 


h9 


m^i 


light,  part. pa.  if  g^ely  had  he  might,  if  he  had 
been  able  with  propriety 

Might,  H.  Sjx.  power,  (Irength 

Mifkrop,  H.  an  effeminate  fellow 

Milnt-ilones,  ».//.  Sax.  millftones 

Mmde,  a.  S*ix.  remembrance,  Ctfif.  Am,  148,  as 
the  bokes  maken  minde 

Mine,  v.  Fr,  to  penetrate 

Miniilralles,  n.fl.  Fr.  minftrels 

Mioifires,  m.  pi.  Fr.  officers  of  juftice,  minifiers, 
-*  minftrels 

Minorefle,  a.  a  npn  under  the  rule  of  St.  Clare, 
Du  Cange  in  x,  Afinerija.  It  is  nnc  clear,  how-' 
ever,  why  Chaucer  has  likened  Hate  to  a  fitter 
'of  this  order ;  his  original  gave  him  00  autho- 
rity 

Minour,  n.  Fr,  a  miner 

Minftralcie,  m.  Fr.  mulic,  mufical  inflruments 

Mirrour,  m.  Fr.  a  lookingglafs 

Mirtheles,  adj,  Sjx.  without  mirth 

Mis,  adv.  ill,  amifs ;  it  is  often  to  be  fupplied  to 
a  il'cond  verb,  haying  been  exprcfled  m  com- 
poHtion  with  a  former  ;  if  that  i  misfpeke  or 
fay;  that  hire  mifdoth  or  faith;  there  is  no> 
thing  misfaide  nor  do,  Du.  528 

Mis,  M.  a  wrong 

Mif-accompted,  part,  pa,  mtfreckoned 

Mtf-a venture, «.  misfortune 

Mif-avife,  v.  to  advife  wrongly 

Mif-boden,//7r/./tf.  of  mif-bede,  injured 

Mif-borne,/af  f.  pa,  of  mif-berc,  mifbehaved 

Mifchance,  n.  Fr,  misfortune :  with  mifchance. 
See  With 

JVfifchefe,  m.  Fr,  misfortune 

Mifcoveting,  «.  (hould  probably  be  mifcompting ; 
mefcompter,  orig. 

Mif-departe,  v.  to  diftribute,  wrongly 

Mifcricorde,  «.  Fr.  mercy,  pity 

Mif-efe,  m,  unrafinefs 

Mjf-foryave,  pa,  t.  of  mif-foryave,  mifgave 

Mif-gied,y>tfr/./a.of  mil-gie,  milkuidcd 

Mif-goo,  Mif-go,  part,  pa,  of  mil-go,  goD^ 
wrong 

Mif-happJng,/tfr/./>r.  falling  amifs 

Mif-ledc,  V,  to  condud  amifs 

Mif-lived,  part*  pa,  having  lived  to  a  bad  pur- 
pofe 

Mif-metre,  v.  to  fpoil  the  metre  of  vcrfes  by  writ- 
ing or  reading  them  ill 

Mif-fate,^«.  t.  of  mif-Ct,  milbecame 

^iC-(iydc,  pari.  pa.  of  mif-fayc,  ilMpokcn  of 

Mif-fayer,  *.  an  evil  fpeaker 

Miffe,  V.  Sax.  to  fail 

MifTe-metre,  v.  Sec  Mif-metre 

Miftake,  v.  to  take  a  wrong  part,  to  tranfgrefs ; 
mefprcndre,  orig. 

Miftere,  m.  Fr,  trade,  occupation— condition  of 
life ;  what  miftere  men  ye  ben,  what  kind  of 
men  ye  are— need 

Miftihede^  m.  Sax.  darknefs 

Mimiy,iii/i,.&ijc.  darkly 

Miftrift,  V.  for  millruft 

Mif-waie,  n.  a  wron^  way 

2vlil-wcnt,/tfr/.  pa,  ol  mii^wcndf,  gone  amifs 


M.f-write,  v.  to  write  WTdCg 

Mitaine,  «.  Fr.  a  glove 

Mitche,  ft,  Fr,  a  manchet,  a  loaf  of  fine  breul 

Mite,  ».  Sax.  a  fmall  worm 

Mucn,  m.  Sax.  a  dunghill 

Mo,  for  me 

Mo,  for  more,  adj.  cemp,  adv,  eomp, 

Mochel,  mochc,  adj.  Sax.  great  in  quantity,  ia. 

number,  in  degree— j^/v.  much,gicatly 
Moder,.modre,  n.   S.^x.   mother— the  matrix  or 

principal  plate  ^djiit  aftrolabe,  AJr. 
Moifon,  m.  Fr,  harveft,  growth 
Moift,  moifty,  adj.  Fr.  new 
Moke!,  H,  may  perhaps  fignify  fize,  magnitude,  at 

michel  feems  to  be  ufed  in  that  fenie  in  Pierte 

Plough.  89,  b.  of  one  michel  and  might 
Molettie,  ff.  Fr,  troubie 
Molte,/>4r.l  of  melle,  V.  Sax  mtitedf  part,  pa, 
Monchc,  V.  to  chew 
Monc, «.  Sax  the  moon— lamentation 
Monelie,  v.  Fr,  to  admonilh 
Moniouis,  A.  pi.  Fr,  coiners  :  in  the  orig.  it  t9 

/aulx  muHfioyeurs 

Munf^fe,  H,  Fr,  a  monftcr  or  prodigy-— a  pat* 
tern 

Mood,  n.  Sax.  anger 

Morcels,  a.  pi,  Fr.  morfels 

More,  adj.  camp  Sax.  gi eater  in  quantity,  in  num* 
ber  and  degiee— a</v.  <^0«r^.  it  is  ufuaily  joined 
to  adjedive-i  and  adverbs  toexpiefft  the  ccmp,  dtg, 

Mormal,  n.  a  cancer  or  gangrene 

Mortcr,  n.  Fr.  a  fort  of  wailighc 

Mirtifie,  v,  Fr.  to  kill,  (fpeaking  of  quickfilver) 

Mortrewes,  n.  JUord  Bacon,  in  his  Nat.  Hift.  c,  ■ 
48,  fpeaks  of  a  mortrels  made  with  the  brawn 
of  capons  (lamped  andllrained.  He  joins  it  with 
the  cullice  {coulh)  of  cocks.  It  feems  to  have 
been  a  rich  broth  or  foup,  in  the  preparation  of 
i^hich  the  flefh  was  ftamped  or  beat  in  a  mor« 
tar,  from  whence  it  probably  derived  its  name,  - 
tine  mortreufe,  though  \  cannot  fay  that  I  have 
ever  met  with  the  French  word 

M^rwe,  n.  Sax-  the  morning  ;  in  the  morning  of 
the  following  day-^To-morwe,  I  believe,  al- 
ways means  Die  following  day,  and  it  includes 
the  whole  day ;  to-morwc  at  night 

Morwe.iinj(,  tt.  Sax.  the  morning,  raorweningcs,//. 

Mofcl,  tt.  Fr.  the  muzzle,  moutn  of  a  bcali 

Mofle,  atij.fuperl.  S>ix.  greiteft  in  quantity,  in 
number,  xn  degret^-qdv.  J'upcrl.  it  is  uiualiy 
joined  to  ailjedives  and  adverbs  to  eiprcfs  the 
luperlative  degree 

Molt,  V.  Sax.  niu/l ;  Moften,^/. 

Mote,  V.  Sax.  muft,  may ;  Moten,  pi. 

Mote,  /t.  Sax.  an  atom 

Mother,  n.  pi.  Sax.  moths 

Motii,  n.  Fr.  a  motive,  incitement 

Mougnt,/a.  /.  of  mowt,  V.  Sax.  might 

Moule,  V.  Sax.  to  grow  mouidy 

I4ouled,  part.  pa. 

Moun,  lur  mowen,  pr,  t,  pi.  of  mowe,  v.  Sax* 
may 

Mouutance,  ».  Fr.  amount  in  value;  in  quantity; 
not  fall  the  mouncauce  of  a  mile,  Com/.  Am* 

187. 

Mourdant,  n.  Fr.  the  tongue  of  a  buckle 
Mowe,  V.  Sax.  may,  to   be  able.  Mowen,  ^A— 
it  is  fomciixces  ulied  ia  the  i/r/,m.  which  thog 
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ihalt  not  mowe  faflVe,  which  thoa  (halt  not  be 
able  to  endure — to  mowcn  fuchc  a  kuighc  done 
live  or  die,  to  be  able  to  mike  fuch  a  luiig^ht  to 
Jive  or  die— Ihc  {hoald  not  con  nc  mow  attaioc, 
(be  ibould  not  know  nor  be  able  to  attain 

Mowe,  «.  Fr.  a  diftortion  of  the  mouth  ;  what  do 
I  than  but  laugh  and  make  a  mowe?  Lydg. 
Tra,  137. 

Mowing,  n.  ability.  In  the  following  paiTage  it 
feem«  to  be  nfed  as  a  gerund;  that  ihrewes  werea 
difpoiled  of  mowin);  to  don  y  vel 

^uch,  muchel.  See  Miche 

Muckre,  v.  Sam.  to  heip 

!Mue,  V.  Fr,  to  change 

JVXtiet,  aJj.  Fr.  dumb,  mut/e 

MuUok,  m.  Six.  dung,  nibbifli 

Multiplication, «.  Fr.  the  art  of  making  gold  and 
filver 

MultipHe,  V.  Fr.  to  make  gold  and  (ilver 

Mufard, «.  Fr,  a  mufer  or  dreamer 

Mufe,  t».  Fr,  to  gaxe 

JMyfeif,  myfeWe,  myfclvcn.  See  Self 


N. 


Na,  for  no 

N'addc,  for  nehadde,  had  not  ' 

>]aile,  M.  Sjx.  a  nail ;  by  nailes,  by  Goddet  nailcs, 
an  •ath 

Nakere,  «.  a  kind  of  braien  drum  ufcd  in  the  ca- 
valry.    Sec  Du  CoMge  in  v.  Nacara 

Kale,  n.  Sax,  an  alehoufe.  But  1  am  the  lefs  in- 
dined  to  adopt  Skinner's  explanation  of  this 
word,  bccaufc  I  obfcrve  that  ale  alone  is  com- 
monly put  for  an  alehoufe,  and  I  cannot  £od 
that  nale  it  ever  ufed,  except  where  it  fol- 
lows the  prepoiition  atte.  In  the  paflTage 
in  Pieru  Plough.  32,  b.  the  Cottcm  mf.  F'eJ^,  B. 
xvi.  has  at  the  ale  ;  and  fo  in  Pitret  Piomgb.  26, 
b.  with  idle  talcs  at  the  ale. — ^Robert  0/  Brunne's 
tranilation  of  Manudiiis  Pecbeit,xn£.  £od/.  2313, 
foj.  1 ; 

In  gaymes,  in  feilys,  and  at  the  ale. 

|fo].  38.  Or  yf  thou  leddell  any  man  to  the  ale. 
I  fufpeA  therefore  that  nale,  in  thofe  few  paf- 
fages  in  whieh  it  is  found,  (hould  be  confidered 
as^merely  a  corruption  which  has  arifen  from 
the  mifpronunciation  and  confequent  mifnrrit- 
ing  of  atte  nale  for  atten  ale.  A  fimilar  cor- 
ruption feems  to  have  taken  place  in  the  name 
of  that  celebrated  pcrfonagc  in  our  law  Mr. 
John  A-Noke,  whofe  orij^inal  appellation,  I  be- 
lieve, was  John  Atten  Oke,  as  tnat  of  his  con- 
Hant  antagonift  was  John  Atrc  Stile  /m,  Atte 
Jstile  is  a  name  in  Fierce  Plsvfrb.  23,  b.  and 
there  arc  many  others  of  the  lame  form,  as 
Attc-cliff,  Atte -ley,  Atte- well,  Atte- wood,  &c. 
That  the  letter  «  is  apt  to  pafs  from  the  end  of 
one  word  to  the  beginning  of  another,  we  have 
an  inftance  in  newt,  which  has  certainly 
been  formed,  by  corruption,  from  an  ewt  or 
eft;  and  perhaps  ne<!der,  n.  Sax.  may  have  been 
lormcd  in  the  fimc  way  from  an  adder  :  the 
word  in  the  Teutonic  i-=  adder,  a»  we  write  it 
nowi  \vithouc  jhc  initial  fi.    The  fams  corrup- 
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tions  have  happened  in  other  laagnagef .    See 

the  notes  of  Signor  Redi  upon  his  £009  m  79^ 

cama,  p.  133.  4,  5,  183,  3. 
>ram,  for  nc  am,  am  not 
Namcy^tf.  ^  of  nime,  v.  Smx.  took 
Nappe,  V.  ^x.  to  fleep.    ^ec  Knap 
Narcotickes,  n.  fi,  Fr.  Gr,  drugs  caufing  fieep 
Narwe,  ad;.   Sax.  clofe,  narrow  ;  whan  they  hen^ 

narwe  avife,  when  chey  ciofcly  conildcr  their 

conduift 
Nas,  for  ne  was,  yna  not 
Nafo,  f>r.  m,  P.  Ovidius  Nafo.    Sec  Ovid 
Nat,  adv.  Sax.  not 

Natal,  adi.  Z^t.  preGding  over  nativity 
Nathelcffc,  natheles,  oicr.  Sax.  not  the  kiS|  nerer^ 

theleis 
Nation,  II.  Fr.  nations-family. 
Naught,  nought,  n.  Sax.  nothing 
— ,  aJv,  not,  not  at  all,  it  may  more  prcyper* 

ly  perhaps  be  confidered  as  a  noun  ufed  adver- 
bially.   See  Nothing 
Nay,  adj.  Sax.h  feems  to  be  nfed  fometime%  at 

a  noun  ;  it  is  no  nay,  it  cannot  be  denied 
Nay,  tr.  to  deny 
Ne,  adv.  Sax.  not ;  nc  had  he  ben  hdipco,  had  be 

not  been  helped 
Ne,  conj.  Sax.  nor 
Nece,  m.  Fr.  a  niece— 1  couGb 
N^ccffaire,  adj.  Fr.  neceflary 
Nede,  ».  Sjx.  need,  neccflity 
Nede,  vp  U  generally  ufed  as  an  imperfonal ;  it 

nedeth   thee  nought  tcche;   nedcth   him   Dft 

dwale ;  neded  no  more  to  hem  to  go  ne  hd 
Nedeful,  adj.  dillreil,  indigeiit 
N'dely,  adv.  neceflarily 
Nedes,  nede,  adv.  neceflarily ;  it  it  ufjaally  joined 

with  rnuft 
Nedder, «.  Sjx.  an  »3der ;  Neders,//. 
Ncighe,  adj.  Sax.  nigh 
l^cizhe,  V.  to  approach,  to  come  near 
Nekke,  m.  Sax.  the  neck ;  ackkc-bone 
Nempne,  v.  Sax.  to  name 
Ncr,  adv.  Sax.  near 
Ncre,  c§mfi,  d.  nigher ;  nevpfcr  the  nere,  nerer  the 

nigher;  nere  and  ncre,  nigher  and  n^cr^ 

ferre  ne  nere,  later  nor  earlier 
N*erf ,  for  ne  were,  were  not ;  n'crc  it,  were  it 

ntft ;  n^erc  the  fricndfliip 
Ncrfc,  n.  Fr.  nerve,  linew 
Neihe,  adj.  Sax.  foft,  tender;  Nefch  and  har4 
Nctc,  f.  Sax.  neat  cattle 
Nether,  adj.  comf.  Sax.  lower 
Nettle  in  dock  out.    See  Raket 
Neven,  v.  Sax,,  to  Bayie 
Nevew,  n.  Tr.  a  nephew— a  grandfon 
Newe,  adj.  Sax*  new,  frefli 
Newe.  adv.  newly ;  newe  and  newe,  again  an4. 

again;  all  newe;  of  ncwc,  newly,  lately;  aU 

new,  anew,  afreCh 
Newe,  V.  to  renew 
^cvred,fart./>a.  renewed 
Newcfangel,  adj.  defirous  of  qcw  thingt 
Newcfangelntffe,  n.  inconftancy 
Nexte,/ar/fr/.  d.  nigheft;  it  generally  Cenifies  ths 
nigheft,  following,  but  fometimcs  toe  mghei^ 


N'hath,  for  nc  hath,  hath  not 
Nice,  adj.  fr,  foolift 
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^icetee,  «.  folly ;'  od  lilt  oicctte ;  fo  the  French 
uicfairefplU 

Nifles, «.  pL  trifles 

Nigard, «.  a  fiingy  fellow 

Kigardie,  m.  fiingineft 

Nighteitale,  Bight-time 

Might-l^el, «.  Stx.  a  hight-chann 

N'Sl»  for  ne  will,  will  n«t 

M*is,  for  Be  is,  is  not 

N'ifte,  for  ne  wifle»  knew  not,/i»g» ;  n*iften»  for 
ne  widen,  knew  not,  pL 

Nobledeft,  pa,  /.  ±ni ptrf.Jmg,  of  noble,  v.  fr.  en- 
nobledeil 

NobleiTe, ».  PV*.  dignity,  fplendoor 

Nobley,  *•  as  noblefle 

Vockcd,  part,  ^.'notched 

Noie,  m,  Fr.  hurt,  trouble 

^oie,  V.  to  hurt,  to  trouble 

Noife,  V,  Fr,  to  make  a  noife 

N'olde,  for  ne  wolde,  would  not 

Nombre, «.  Fr,  number 

Nomen,  nome,  part,  pa,  of  nime,  v.  Sax  taken 

Nompere,  «.  an  arbitrator.  See  the  paflage  quot- 
ed above  in  v.  Lovedaie.  The  leufe  of  this 
word  ti  eftabtidied  by  the  Pnmpu  Parv.  nowm- 
per  or  ©wmper.  Arbiter,  Sequeftcr.  If  the 
etymology  of  it  were  as  clear,  we  might  be  able 
to  determine  which  of  the  two  methods  of 
writiog  it  is  the  heft ;  cuftom  has  long  declared 
for  the  latter.  The  modem  word  is  umpire ; 
and  in  Piertt  Pioagh^  15,  b.  the  edit,  read-— an 
umper,  but  the  Cotton  mf.  Frfp.  B,  xvL  has— 1 
nomper.  I  cannot  find  that  any  fnch  word  is 
nfed,  in  the  fame  fenfe,  in  any  other  of  the  Go- 
thic or  romance  languages :  it  has  been  fnp- 
pofed  by  fome  to  be  a  corruption  of  ant  #«//, 
Fr,  which  I  can  hardly  believe ;  and  prrnjps 
the  reader  will  be  as  backward  to  admit  of  a 
derivation  of  it  from  the  Fr,  monpai,  an  odd  or 
third  perfon,  which  an  arbitrator  generally  is. 
This  however  is  the  mod  probable  etymology 
th3t  has  occurred  to  me,  and  I  fee  that  the 
compiler  of  the  fiatutes  for  the  Univeriity  of 
Oxford  (whoever  he  was)  had  the  fame  idea, 
for  he  eiprelTes  the  word  umpire  in  his  XiUtin 
by  impar,  tit.  xv.  §  14.  IndeXt  impar,  aut  arbi" 
trdtetf  in  fuatumfye  caufa  tltGui 

Kon,  aij.  Sax,  not  one,  none 

Non,  aJv,  Fr.  not;  abfent  or  non  ;  whether  ye 
wol  or  non 

Non^'f  »'  Fr.  the  ninth  hour  of  the  natural  day, 
nine  6*clock  in  the  morning ;  the  hour  •(  din- 
ner \ 

Nones,  for  the  nonet 

i^onne,  n.  Fr,  a  nun 

Korice,  a,  Fr,  a  nttrfe ;  in  other  palTages,  it  is 
printed  by  miftake  for  noric,  a.  a  feUer-child, 
alumfiMs 

Nortcl^fe,  m.  nurture,  education 

Nofethirlts,  n.  pi.  Sjx.  noftrils 

N*ot,  for  ne  wot,  know  not 

KotabiUtee,  a,  Fr,  a  thing  wortJ^y  of  ebfcrva- 
tion 

>^ote,  A.  Sjx.  need,  bcfinefs 

Kote,  n.  Fr.  a  mufical  note ;  to  cry  by  note,  to 
cry  aloud,  in  a  high  tope 

l>«i  'emuge,  n,  nutir.qj      ■    • 

I4oti?|  n,  pi,  Sjx.  nutS 
S 


Not-hed,  a  head  like  a  INie 

Nother,  coaj.  S^x.  nor,  neither 

N*other,  tfJ;.  ^tf«.  for  ne  other ;  neither  n*othe^ 
nor  one  nor  other ;  ht  n*is  in  neither  n*other 
habitc;  mttitr*  *fl  ba^iim,  ortg. 

Nothing,  aJv.  Sam.  not,  not  at  all 

Nouches,  m,  pi.  It  is  probable,  I  think,  that 
ftoncbt  it  the  true  word,  and  that  o^t  h^  been 
introduced  by  a  corruption  the  reverfe  of  that 
which  has  been  taken  notice  of  in  NaU,  $ee 
Dti  Cong*  in  v.  Nocbia  and  Nitfiat  and  Scbiiter, 
GloiT.  Teut,  in  v.  Naofdt  from  whence  it  ap« 
pears  that  mtf;bin,  Teut,  figuifiet  Jibuta,  a  claij» 
or  buckle.  As  thefe  were  fome  of  the  molt 
ufefol  inftnxments  of  dreis  they  were  piy>bably 
fome  of  the  firft  that  were  ornamented  witir 
jewels,  by  which  means  the  name  by  degrees 
may  have  been  extended  fo  at  to  include  feve- 
ral  other  forts  of  jewels;  the  fame  thing  may 
have  happehed  in  the  cafe  of  the  word  broche, 
[fee  above]  which  indeed  feeois  originally  tft 
have  been  a  French  cxprcflion  for  $t4U(b« 

Nought,  H,  &  aJv,  Sax,    See  Naught 

Nouthe,  adv.  Sax,  now 

Novelries, «.  pi.  Fr.  novelties 

Now,  adv.  Sax.  now  and  now,  once  and  again  3 
now  adayes,  in  thefe  dayt 

Nowel,  M,  Fr.  Chriftmas 

NoyCiunce, «.  Fr,  offence,,  trefptfs 


O,  for  ho.    See  Ho 

O,  adj,  for  on,  one ;  in  the  curious  old  ballad  on 
the  battle  of  Lewes,  [Ahc.  Poet.  \,  ii.  p,  4.  L  10.I 
oferling  (hould  be  written,  I  believe,  o  fcrliflg^ 
r.  /.  one  farthing 

Obeyfancc,  n,  Fr.  obedience ;  obeyfing 

Obeyfant,^tfr/. /r.  Fr.  obedient ;  obeyfing- 

Obfequies,  a. pi.  Ft,  funeral  rites 

Obfervance,  m.  Fr,  refped 

Obferve,  v,  Fr.  to  refpedi,  to  pay  regard  to 

Occident,  a.  Fr,  the  weft 

Odavien,^r.  «.  )  do  not  fuppofe  that  Aognftno 
is  meant,  but  rather  the  fabulous  emperoor 
who  is  the  ^bje  A  of  a  romance  entitled  OOa" 
viam  Imperator^  mf.  Co//m,  Caiig.  ii.  See  Percy  » 
Catalogue,  n.  18.  The  fame  O^vian,  1  appre- 
hend, was  celebrated  in  a  piece  of  Arras  hang* 
ings  which  made  part  of  the  furniture  of  Hen- 
ry V.  and  is  thus  deXcribed  in  the  inventory, 
Hot.  Pat  I,  2.  Hen.  VI.  Item  I  autre  peee  d  arram 
D  or  f  coMenee  en  I  ejlorie,  Le  Odavion  Roy  do 
Rome 

Ocy,  ocy,  the  nightingale's  note 

Oerthrow,  for  overthrow,  part,  pa,  Sau  over- 
thrown 

OtX\x\ pr.  H.  Mt%t% 

Of.  adv.  Sax.  off 

Offended,  part,  pa  Fr.  hurt 

Offenfioun, «.  offence,  damare 

Offertorie,  m.  Fr.  a  part  of  the  malt 

Offring,  If.  Fr.  offering  at  mafs 

Oft,  ofce,  adv,  Sjx.  often  ;  often- ilth,  often- 
times 

Oinement,  n,  Fr,  ointment 

Olif-uat,  a.  Fr.  elephant  , 


GLOSSARY. 


Oliveres,  «•  p^-  Fr.  oKTC-treet 
Omcr,  ^r. ».  Homer 

On.  ^1^.  ^^»-  M»  1  on  >*^«» »"  ^^*»  ^H'^^  •  °°  l'^"7' 
in  cweWe ;  on  hanting ;  on  hawking.  Sec  A, 
Ar/A.— upon;  on  to  fee,  to  look  upon,  Licur- 
gut  daughter.  hAtcr  on  to  fen©— lb  thU  line  is 
written  in  mf.  iW^.  ,.,        . 

On.  adu  Sax.  one ;  tfter  on,  ilikfi ;  they  were  U 

^.  they  were  ii?rc«<i  5  e^^  «  ?",/'*""J''?"^; 
I  mine  on,  I  fingle,  I  by  myfelf;  aod  thus  1 
went  widewhrr  walking  mine  one ;  non  faw 
but  he  one  ;  all  him  one        ... 

Onde,  n.  Sax,  teal,  malice;  ny  the  and  onde 

Oned  ^r/.  pa.  Sax.  made  on?,  anited 

Ou^Va  of  on ;  wt  three  ben  aUe  onci.  we  three 
arc  all  one  , 

Ones,  aJi.  Sat.  once ;  at  ones  at  once,  at  the 
fame  time 

Onhed,  «•  Sjx.  unity 

Only,  adv.  Sax.  al  only,  folcly 

OpZi.l-.^.i'i-'the  froit  of  the  n«dUr  txee 

Open-heded,  adj.  bareheaded 

Opie, «.  Fr.  op\um 

Oppreffe,  v.  FV.  to  raviflx 

OpprefTed.^r/.^tf. 

Opprcifim.  n.  rape 

Or,  adv.  Sjx.  er.  before 

Oratorie,».Fr.achai>el.aclofct 

O.dal,  n.  51i*.  iudicial  tri  d.  See  ^//^n  m  v  O^r- 
dett.  and  Hickes  Dilf^rt.  Ei>ift.  p.  i49-  «%»j 
poflible  however  that  Chaucer  may  have  ufed 
{his  word  in  its  more  conHncd  fenfe.  for  a  trial 
by  fre  or  water,  wUhotit  confidermg  whether 
fuch  trials  were  pra^ifed  at  Troy. 

Orde,  m.  Sax.  a  point  ....        , 

Ordered. />-r^  pa.  ordained  m  holy  orders 

Oracrs  four,  the  four  orders  of  mendicant  friars 

Ordinance,  m.  Fr.  orJcrly.  difpoBtion 

Ordinut,  part.  pa.  orderly,  regular 

Ore, «.  Sax.  grace,  favour 

Orrwell, /r.  n.  a  fcaport  m  Eflex 

Orfrays,  i  Fr.  gold  embroidery.  See  Da  Caa^ 
in  V.  Aurifrma 

Orient,  *.  Fr.  the  eaft  , 

Origenes,  />r.  ».  In  the  Uft  of  Chaucer  s  .Works 
he  fays  of  himfclf,  that 

He  made  alfo.  gon  is  a  eretc  while. 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudelainc—— 

meaning.  I  fuppnfe.  a  trandation  into  profe  or 
vcrfe  of  the  homily  di  Maria  M^o^^j/./:^.  which 
has  been  commonly,  though  falfdv,  attributed 
to  Origcn.  V.  0pp.  Ongcnu,  t.  II.  p.  29i,ed,  P... 
ris  1604. 1  cannot  bclirve  that  the  poem  entitled 
The  Lamcnution  of  M  irie  Magdalcinc,  which 
is  in  all  the  editions  ot  Chiuccr,  is  reaUy  that 
work  of  his;  it  can  hardly  b^  coiifidcrcd  as  a 
tranflation  or  even  imitation  of  the  homily, 
and  the  compoGtion,  in  every  rcfpe^.  is  infi- 
•itely  meaner  than  the  worft  of  his  genuine 
pieces 

On  font,  n.  Fr.  the  horizon 

Orloge.  a.  Fr.  a  clock  or  dial 

Orpiment./r.  n.  a  mineral  fo  called 

Other,  adj.  Sjx.  aliir»  Lot,  the  other  of  two  J  o- 
thers,  ger.  ca.    . 


Other,  mdj.  Sjx.  aHiu,  Lot. 

Other,  tfM/.  Sjx  or  e.thcr 

Ouche.    See  Nouche 

Over,^r<^.  Sax.  above ;  over  all,  in  every  ca£c,oii 
every  ude 

Over,  ad}.  Sax.  upper 

Overeft,  fifierl.  d.  uppermoft 

Ovcr-gret,  adj.  Sjx.  too  great 

Over-ladde,  part.  pa.  overborn ;  do  not  the  people 
opprefle  nor  overledc,  Lyd^.  Tra, 

Over-Jive,  v.  Sjx.  to  outlive 

Ofer^merily,  adv.  Sjm,  too  merrily 

Ovcr-moche,  adj.  Six.  too  great 

Ovct-norae,  part,  fa.  of  over-time,  v.  Sax.  otct* 
taken 

Over-fpradde,  p€.  t.  Sax.  overfpread 

Overte,  aJj.  Fr.  open 

Overthrew,  pa.  t.  of  overthrow,  «.  meat.  Sax.  fell 
down 

Overthrowing.  ^r#.^r.  Sjx.  falling  headlong ;  by 
overthrowing  way,  frsJpiti  via,  orig. ;  and 
therfore  clepeth  Cafliodore  porerte  the  moder 
of  ruine,  that  i»  to  fay,  the  moder  of  over* 
throwing  or  filling  doun 

Over- thwart,  adv.  Sjx.  acrofs,  over  againft 

Over-tlmeliche.  adv.  Sax.  too  early 

Ovide.^r.  N.  Our  Author  fcema  to  have  boen 
well  acquainted  with  the  beft  part  of  Ovid*s 
works ;  moll  of  the  hiftories  in  his  Legende  of 
Good  Women  are  tJten  from  the  iipiftobe 
Hvjroldum  or  the  Metamorphofw's;  that  of  Lu- 
crece  (hews  that  he  had  read  the  Falli 

Ought,  m.  Six.  any  thing,  adv.  See  Aught.  The 
difference  has  arifen  merely  from  th«  different 
ufdges  of  writing  «  or  •  for  ont 

Ought, /4.  i.  of  owe 

Oughten,  oughte.  From  hence,  as  it  fecms,  bat 
been  formed  a  new  verb  ought,  which  is  very 
commonly  ufed  in  the  prefent  tenfe  for  owe  in 
both  numbers.  Ought  is  alfo  ufed  as  an  iw- 
ferf.  in  the  pr.  and  pa.  t. ;  wcl  ought  u«  werkc, 
well  bchoveth  it  us  to  work  ;  hem  onghteh*vc 
grct  repentance,  it  behoved  them  to  have  great 
repentance  ^ 

Ounding,  m.  Fr.  waving,  imitating  wa^et 

Oures,  pr.pcf.  Sax.  ours 

Out,  inter j.  Six.  away 

Out.  adv.  Stx.  out  and  out,  throughout 

Outhees,  ».  Lat.  UrL  outcry;  and  bora  to  Lon- 
don brigge  full  hie  with  outhejs 

Outrage,  a.  Fr.  violence 

Outraic,  v.  Fr.  to  fly  out,  to  be  outragcoas 

Out- rede,  -o.  Sax.  to  furpafs  in  counfei 

Outrely,  adv.  Fr.  utterly 

Out-renne,  v.  Sj.v,  to  outrun   . 

Outftraught,  pa.  t*  of  outdretch,  v.  Sjx.  ftrctchedl 
out 

Out-taken.  ^^/./>a.  taken  out, excepted  ;  ont-tak- 
en  Crift  wn  loft,'  Chrift  in  heaven  beingex- 
cepted ;  out- take  Carlcoa  that  Wat  in  Artfamre 
tyme 

Owe,  V.  Sax.  dde*:  owco,//. 

Owen,  owne,  pari,  fa, 

Owhere,  aJm.  Sjx.  any  whefc 

Owndie,  adj,  Fr.  waving 

Oxcnfordc,  fr.  n.  Oxford 

Oyfc,  fr.  K»  a  river  in  Picirdy 


OLOSSAHY 


?^ 


Pace,  V.  Fr.  topaTs  awiy,  to  furpafs 

Page,  H.  Fr.  a  boy-child,  a  boy  fcrvant 

Paie,  «.  Fr.  Hkiog,  fatisfadion 

Paie,  V.  Fr.  to  pleafe,  to  fatiiff ,  to  pay  ;  paide, 
parupm.  pleafed,  payed 

PfuIIet,  n.  Fr,  a  couch,  (properly  of  draw) 

Paiodemaine,  m.  Fr,  a  fort  of  bread 

Pairc,  V.  Fr.  to  impair;  if  I  fpcke  ought  to  pairc 
her  loot,  r.  /.  to  impair  their  credit  or  reputa- 
tion ;  fo  thii  line  is  written  in  edit.  1542,  and 
mf.   Hunter 

Palamedes,  pr.  n.  not  the  Ton  of  Kauplius,  one  of 
the  Grecian  commandcrt  at  the  war  of  Troy, 
but  a  knight  of  the  Round  Table,  called  Palomi- 
drs  in  Mert  ^  Arthur ^  the  unfuccefsful  rival  of 
Triftan,  for  the  love  of  i<»  BelU  Jfoude,  See  M*rt 
J*  Arthur,  b.  ii.  which  fecms  to  be  compiled 
chiefly  from  the  Homatt  A  Trifian 

Palalins,  n.  pi,  Fr,  ladies  palafins,  ladies  of  the 
court ;  in  the  orig.  ^tatitut.  See  Dm  Ctutge  in  v. 
Falatini 

Palatie,  pr,  m  PaUthia  in  Auaiolia,  Sp. 

Pale,  n.  a  perpendicular  ftripe  in  heraldry 

Pak,  V.  Fr.  to  make  pale 

Paleis,  n,  Fr.  a  palace 

Pulfreis,  n.  pi  Fr.  horffs  for  the  road,  where  ftedes 
are  horfcs  for  battle ;  ne  hrgc  palfrey  cfy  for  the 
nones 

Paling,  n.  Fr.  imitating  pales 

Palladion,  n.  Gr.  the  image  of  Pallas  at  Troy 

Palled,  f>art.  pa.  Fr.  made  pale 

Palmcres,  h.  pi.  pilgrims  to  foreign  parts 

Palmcric,  pr.  n.  Palmyra  in  Syria 

Pamphilus,  ^r.  n. 

PampreJ,  fart.  pa.  pampered,  made  plump.  See 
Jun.Etymol.  who  derive*  it  from  the  Fr.pampre^ 
a  vine  branch  full  of  leaves 

T^Dtpr.  m.  the  Heathea  deity 

Pan,  m.  Sax.  the  ikuU,  the  head 

Panccr,  n.  Fr.  a  net 

Papelard,  ».  Fr.  a  hypocrite 

Papelardie,  «i.  Fr.  hypocrify 

Paper- white,  adj,  white  as  paper 

Par,  prep.  Fr,  par  amour,  with  love ;  par  compagne, 
for  company  ;  par  chance,  by  chance ;  par  cuere, 
by  heart,  memoriter 

Paraboles,  m.  pi.  Fr.  parables,  the  Proverbs  of  So- 
lomon 

Parage,  m,  Fr,  kindred 

Paraille,  n.  Fr.  apparel     ' 

Paramour,  paramours,  a.  Fr.  love,  gallantry,  a  lo- 
ver of  either  fez 

Paraventure,  adv.  Fr.  haply,  by  chance 

Paraunter,  corruption  of  paraventure 

Farcx,  m.  pL  Lat.  the  Fates 

Parcel-mcle,  adv.  by  parcels  or  parts 

Parde,  pardiaux,  a  common  French  oath,  which 
mod  of  the  perfonages  in  Chaucer  ezprefs  very 
frequently  in  Englifli,  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
the  Greeks  ufed  their  tn  Ami,  and  with  as  little 
meaning  too  [cies 

Pardoner,  n.  Fr.  a  fellcc  of  pardooa  or  indulgen- 


Parements,  n.  pi.  Fr.  orsaoieiitU  luroitwe  <r 

clothes 

Parentele, «.  Fr.  kindred 

Parfay,  Fr.parfiy,  by  nay  faith 

Parfeijasparfay 

Parfit,  adj.  Fr.  perfe^ 

Parfitly,  adv.  perfedly 

Parfourme,  v.  Fr,  to  perform 

Parifliens,  n.  pi.  Fr.  parifllioners^ 

Paritorie,  11.  Fr.  Lat.  the  herb  parie  earia,  or  pcUl* 
tnry  of  the  wall 

Parlemenr,  m.  Fr,  an  aflembly  for  confukttton,  » 
confultatioB 

Partcn,  inf.  m,  Fr,  to  take  part 

Partie,  n.  Fr.  a  part,  a  party  in  adifpute 

Parvis,  M.  Fr.  a  portico  before  a  church,  Du  Camgt 
in  v.  Paradifiu  I.  It  appears  that  books  wer6 
commonly  fold  au  Parvh  diwfttiNHre  Dame  ^tPu» 
ris.  At  London  the  Parw  was  frequented  by  Scr- 
icants  at  Law.  See  Fortefcue  4^  L§ud,  kg,  Aag, 
c*  li*  **  Poft  meridiem  curiae  non  tenentur ;  £^ 
**  placitantes  tunc  fe  divotont  ad  Pervi- 
*'  fum  et  alibi,  confulentes  cum  Servicntibi» 
**  ad  Legem  et  aliis  cenfiliar iis  liiit.**  There  ia 
a  difference  of  opinion  where  the  parvis  at  Lan» 
don,  to  which  the  bvryei srefoned,  was  fituaied; 
Somncr  fuppofcs  it  to  have  been  in  Old- Palace- 
yard,  before  Weftminfter-hall,  Glofl*  in  X.5cr^ 
v.  Trifcrium ;  but  Others,  with  more  probabili- 
ty, think  it  was  what  Dugdale  calk  The  Pjcr* 
vyfe  of  Pawlcs.  When  the  Serjeants  ha4  dined 
in  any  of  the  inns  of  court,  St.  Paul's  lay  mucll 
more  conveniently  for  an  afternoon  oonfu&tatton 
than  VVcftminftcr-hall 

Pa$,  n.  Fr.  a  footpace ;  his  horfe— on  which  h« 
rode  a  pas  ful  foftcly  '  fentence 

Pafs,  V.  Fr,  to  furpafs  to  excel,  to  judge,  to  pafs 

Paffant,  pafling,  part.  pr.  excelling  ( ter  mficr 

Patren,  inf.  m.  to  pray,  properly  to  repeat  the  />#• 

Pavadc,  n,  a  weapon  of  offence 

Paumes,  n.  pi.  Fr.  the  paUns  of  the  hands 

Paz,  to  kifle  the  paz  :  for  an  account  of  this  cere* 
mony,  fee  Du  Cartge  in  v. 

Payen,  adj.  Fr.  Pagan 

Paynes,  n  pi.  Heathens 

Payfaunce,  m.  paufing  or  ftopping,  Gloff.  Ur,  q.  f 

Pccunial,  adj  pecuniary,  paid  in  money 

Pee»,  If.  Fr.  peace ;  when  ufed  as  an  interjeAion,  ie 
iignifies  the  fame  as  hold  thy  pees,  be  iilent 

Peine,  n.  Fr.  penalty ;  up  peine  of  dcth.  See  Up.— 
Grief,  totment,  labour 

Peine,  v.  Fr.  to  torture,  to  put  to  pain ;  ihe  peined 
hire,  (he  took  great  pains 

Pcife,  V.  Fr.  to  poifc,  to  weigh 

Pell,  M.  a  hoiife,  a  ceil,  Sp.  and  Sk.  l  a  palace^ 
GloC  Ur.  q.  ? 

Pellet,  n,  Fr.  pclotte,  a  ball 

Penance,  n,  Fr.  repentance,  pabs  to  be  undergone 
by  way  of  £itis£adion  for  fin,  pain,  foriow. 

Pcnant,  m,  Fr  a  perfou  doing  penance 

Pcncell, «.  Fr,  penoonccl,  a  fmall  dreamer 

Penible,  o^'.  indudrious,  pains- taking 

Penitencer,  ».  /r.  a  prieU  who  enjoins  peaance  ia 
eztraordinary  cafes 

Pcnmark,/r.  n,  a  place  in  Bretagae 


jbi  o  L  o  s 

i^enner,  m,  m  pencafe.  In  the  lOTeiitory  of  the  good* 
of  Henry  V.  Ji9i.  Pari,  a  H.  VI.  n.  15,  m.  13, 
it  the  foUowing  article,  (/»  pemner*  tt  t  ymkberm 
Jt  org*  dtrrtx.  ;  and  agaio,  m«  29,  I  ptnmert  et  X 
coriu  tovert  dit  velvet  bloy 

Penoo, «.  Fr,  a  dreamer  or  cnfiga 

Pens,  H.pl,  Sax.  pennies 

Peniell, «.  as  penceil 

Peniifehed,  n.  penfiYener<i 

Peper, «.  Lai,  p^Ppcr ;  to  bre#e  peper,  feemt  to 
be  an  ezprelQon  for  the  preparation  of  a  hot 

'  pnngent  liqnor  which  (hould  burn  the  throats  of 
the  drinkers ;  in  the  orig.  it  is — dames  U  braffe^ 
rcni  telpoivre 

Pcple,  n,  Pr,  people 

Pepliih,  adj.  vulgar 

Perche,  m.  Fr.  a  pearch  for  birds 

Percel,  adv,  parcel 

Perda,  as /or^ 

Pcre,  V,  to  appear 

Pert,  «•  Fr,  a  peer,  ai^  equal 

Peregal,  adj,  equal 

Peregrine,  adj,  Fr,  wandering 

Pereles,  ^.  without  an  equal 

Perjenete,  «,  a  young  pear 

Pemafa,/r.  n.  Mount  Pamaffus 

Perrie,  m*  Fr,  jewcU,  precious  (lonei 

Pcrfaunt,^ar/./a.  Fr.  piercing 

Perfe,  /r.  «.  PcrOa 

Perie^  ad;,  Fr,  (ky  coloured,  of  a  blewifh  gray 

Perfelee,  «.  Sax,  Lat,  parflcy 

Perfone,  m,  harh.  Lat.  a  man,  generally  a  man  of 

•   dignity,  a  parfon  or  rector  of  a  church 

Pcrtclote,/^.  n.  of  a  hen 

Perturbe,  v.  Fr,  to  trouble 

Perturbing,  n,  difturbance 

Pervinke,  n.  Sax,  Lat.  the  herb  periwinkle 

Pcry,  n,  Fr.  a  pear  tree 

Pele,  M./r.  aspees 

Pefon,  jr.  //.  Sax,  peat 

Pefible,  adj.  peaceable 

IPeter  Alfonfe,  Piers  Alfonfc 

Petrark,/r.  m.  Our  author  has  inferted  a  tranlla- 
tion  of  the  I02d  fonnet  of  Petrarch  into  his 
Troiltii  and  Crefeide ;  it  is  not  in  the  Filoltrato : 
there  (eems  to  be  no  fufficient  reafou  for  believ- 
ing that  Chaucer  had  ever  feen  Petrarch. 

Pcytrel,  m,  Fr.  the  breailplate  of  a  horfe 

Phifike,  n.  Fr.  medicine 

Phifiologus,  pr,  «.  There  was  a  larger  work  with 
the  fame  title  in  profe,  which  is  frequently  quot- 
ed by  Vincent  of  Bcauvais 

Phiton,  pr,  m,  the  fcrpent  Python 

Phitonefle,  m.  barb.  Lat,  a  witch 

Pie,  H,  Fr.  a  magpie,  a  pratting  goffip  or  tell-tale 

Pierrie,  n.  Fr.  jewels,  precious  ftones 

Piggefnie.  The  Romans  ufed  oeulat  as  a  term  of 
cndeannent ;  and  perhaps  Piggefnie,  in  vulgar 
language,  only  means  oemhu,  the  eyes  of  that  ani- 
mal being  remarkably  fmall 

Pight,  pa.  /.  of  pike,  v.  Sax,  pitched 

Pike,  V.  Sax.  to  pitch,  to  pick^  as  a  hawk  does  his 
*  feathers,  to  fteal,  to  peep 

Pike,  m.  Sax.  a  fi(h  fo  called 

Pikcrel,  »•  Sujq*  a  young  pikd 


S  A  R  y. 

Pilche«  ft.  Sax.  a  c^at  or  cloak  of  fldns,  Frm,4i 

tera  pelPcea,  yumius  in  V. 

Pilcr,  m.Fr,2,  ^;illar 

Pille,  V.  Fr.  piller,  to  rob,  to  plonder 

Pilled,  rather  piled,  part.  pa.  Fr,  pete,  bald 

Pillours,  m.pl,  Fr,  plunderers 

Pilwe, «.  Sax,  a  pillow 

Pilwe-bere,  n.  Sax.  the  covering  of  a  pillow 

Pimtfnt,  H.  barb.  La/.fpiced  wine,  wine  mixed  witfa 
honey 

Plnche,  V,  Fr.  to  fqucezc ;  thcr  conde  00  wigh? 
pinche  at  his  writing,  no  one  could  by  hold  of 
any  flaw  in  his  writings 

Pine,  «.  Sax,  pain,  grief 

Pine,  V,  Sax.  to  torment 

Pined, /ar#  pa.  tortured 

Pipe,  V.  Sax,  to  play  on  a  pipe ;  to  pipe  in  an  ivy 
lefe,  is  put  for  any  ufclcfs  employment,  as  is  now 
faid  of  a  di0ippointed  man.  He  nuygo  whi&k. 
See  Buckes  horn 

Piftell,  n.  S^x.  Lat.  an  epiftle,  a  (bort  lefTon 

Pitance,  n.  Fr,  a  mcfs  of  vi^naU;  it  properly 
means  an  extraordinary  allowance  of  vi&Bak 
given  to  monafticks,  in  addition  to  thdr  itbul 
commons.  See  Da  Cange  in  ▼.  FiHamtia 

Pith,  H.  Sax,  marrow,,  ftrength 

Pitous,  adj.  Fr.  merciful-,  compaffionatc,  exdtiag 
companion 

Pitoufly,  adv.  pitifully 

Plage,  m.  Lat,  the  plague 

Plages,  m.  pi.  Lat.  the  divifions  of  the  globe  ;  the 
plages  of  the  north,  the  northcni  regions 

Plain,  H.  Fr,  a  plain 

Plain,  adj.  dmple,  clear ;  it  is  often  nicd  as  sn  ad- 
verb 

Plain,  V.  to  make  plain 

Plaine,  v.  Fr.  to  complain 

Plainliche,  adv,  plainly 

Plat,  platte,  adj.  Fr.  flat,  plain,  the  flatof  a  f«htfd; 
it  is  often  uled  as  an  adverb ;  all  plat,  i.  e,  iatJy ; 
full  plat  and  eke  ful  plain 

Plate,  n.  a  flat  piece  of  mttil ;  a  breft-fdate,  armour 
for  the  breaik ;  a  pair  of  plates,  armour  for  the 
breaft  and  back 

Play,  H.  Sax.  fport,  pleafure 

Play,  V.  to  fport,  to  take  pleafure,  to  a^  upon  a 
fiage,  to  play  upon  muii(^  inftrumcncs  to  lead 
x  pilgrimage,  to  withdraw  upon  pretence  of  go- 
ing 00  a  pilgrimage 

Pie,  M.  Fr.  an  argument  or  pleading; 

Plein,  adj.  Fr,  fiS,  perfe^ 

Plenere,  adj.  Fr.  complete 

Plefance,  m.  Fr.  pleafure 

Plefmgcs,  H,pl,  pleafures 

Plete,  V.  Fr,  to  plead 

Pleting,  m.  pleading 

Plie,  V.  Fr.  to  bend  or  mold 

Plight, «.  condition 

Plight,  pa,  t.  &  part,  of  plock,  v.  Sax.  poBfd, 
plucked 

Plighte,  V.  Sax.  to  engage,  to  procnife 

Phghte,/w./.  plightcn,//. 

Plite,  V.  to  plait  or  fold.  See  Plie 

Plite,  n.  condition,  form.  Sec  plight 

Plungy,  adj.  Fr»  wet,  rainy 


GLOSSARY. 


foS 


Nkif,  ^.  JFr.  of  Apvlit,  indedtlr  oOkd  Poile. 
9ViU0wmt^t  dtgtif  Cemveifane  in  Pcyit  U  uy^t  he 

Point,  m,  Fr»  the  principal  baiine&,  a  ftop  or  full 
point ;  in  good  point,  in  good  cafe  or  condition; 
at  point  devife,  with  the  greateft  cza^ddt ;  at 
point  to  breft,  in  point  to  tohraftt  ready  tO 

.   burft* 

Fointel, «.  Fr.  a  ftyle  or  pencil  for  wHtidg 

Pointen,  tMfi,  m,  «.  /r.  to  prick  wiih  any  thing 
pointed 

l^WBe,  ».'^r.  a  pock^  a  bag.  SeePonche 

Poke,  V.  Fr.  to  diroft 

Potive,  II.  a  pvttey 

P»lbi»  n.^*.  a  halberd,  iipgmMh,  Frvmfi.  Parp. 

POoicl,  m.  Fw.  any  ball  or  round  dung,  the  top  of 
thehetd 

Pomelee,  adj.  Fr.  fpottcd  with  rotind  ^ott  like  ap- 
plet, dappled ;  pomelee  gtit,«f  a  dapple-gray  co^ 

Popclot,  It.  This  word  may  either  be  onnfideredaa 
a  diminutive  from  people,  a  poppet^or,  as  a  oor* 
ruption  of  papcUot,  a  butterfly 

Bo|^  » /h  a  poppet 

Popingay,  ».  a  parrot ;  /tf^A#,  Fr.  t^tftg^ty,  Belg. 
^<^^ig«/&.  ItaL 

Popped,  «ijf.  Fr.  nicely  dretfcd 

P«^per, «.  joly  poper,  a  bodkin,  accordng  to  Sp, 
and  &I.  who  however  produce  no  authority  for 
fuch  interpreutioo.  The  name  feemk  to  be  fit- 
tcr  for  a  piftol 

Pii>re» «.  to  look  emmellly,  poren,/r.  /.//• 

Pore,  adj,  (ot  poori  ^ 

Porifine,  m,  Gr,  it  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of«^-«  coronary, 
a  theorean  deduced  from  another 

Porphurie,/r.  «.  of  a  fpeciea  of  nmrble,  porphyry 

Port,  m,Fr,  carriage,  behaviour 

Portecolife,  tt.  Fr,  a  falling  gate,  a  portcidlU 

Potior, «.  a  breviary,  Dm  Camgr  in  v.  Portffirhtm 

Pofe,  «.  a  rheum  or  deflu^ion  obftrudiiig  the 
voice,  Mtarris,  frifa^  Primp,  Parnf* 

Voit,  ^,  Fr,  to  fuppofe ;  1  pofe  I  had  finned  fo 

Pofle,  V.  Fr.  to  pu(h 

PoiTed,  part.  pa. 

PolTcffioners,  m  pi.  I^,  an  xnvidiout  name  for  fuch 
*reJigjou8  communitlet  as  were  endowed  with 
lands,  &c.  the  mendicant  orders  profeffed  to  live 
entirely  upofi  alms 

Poll,  m.  Sax,  a  prop  or  fopport 

Pofti,  m,  Fr,  power 

Potccary,  n.  Fr,  an  apothecary 

Pk>tent,  m,  Fr,  9,  crutdi,  a  walking-dick 

Potential,  a4f/  Fr.  ftrong,  powerful 

PoteiUtf  m,  Fr,  a  prineipal  magiftrate 

Pouche,  m.  Fr,  pocket,  pooch 

Poudre,  n,  Fr,  powder,  poodres,  pi. 

Poverte,  m.  Fr,  poverty ;  it  it  to  be  pronounced  po« 
irerte,  the  filial «  being  confidered  as  a&  #  femi- 
nine 

Poulce,  II.  Fr.  the  poulfe 

Poule,/r.  n.  St.  Paul 

Pounfoned,  part. pa,  punched  vrith  a  bodkin 

Poupe,  V.  to  make  a  noife  frith  a  horn 

Pourchace,  m,  Fn  to  buy,  to  provide 

Puorchas,  «.  Fr.  acquilltion,  pursbafe 
Vol.  J.      . 


Poure,  V.  at  pol'e 

Poure,  miff,  Fr.  poor 

Pourtraic, «.  Fr.  to  draw  a  pi«Snre 

Ponrtraiour,  m,  a  drawer  of  ptdurea 

Pourtaitufe«  a  pi^tcor  drawing 

Pradlibe,  n,  Fr.  pradice 

Preamble,  m.  Fr.  preface 

Preambulatioun,  m,  preamble 

Preciolis,^'.  Fr»oYer.nice    . 

Predeftioc,  m.  Fr,  predefiination 

Predication, «.  Fr.  preachinj;,  a  fermon 

Prees,  n.  Fr,  a  prefn  or  crowd 

Pk^fe,  prove,  m,  Fr,  proof,  trial ;  at  preve,  on  tri* 
al ;  with  evil  ptefe,  evil  may  it  p/Of^.  See 
With    .  (tratc 

Preftd, ».  Fr,  I  at  a  governor  or  principal  m»gjt£* 

Prejfe, «.  Fr,  commendaticin 

Preife,  t».  F>-«  to  eohimeod,  to  value 

Prcntis,  ft,  Fr,  an  apprentice 

f  tUtiflK>de, ».  appienticcihip 

PrtfUtifPmrt.pm,  Lai,  prepared 

Pi^s,  aih,  Fr,  near,  io  I  fafped  this  word  is  to  be  . 
underftood ;  of  pr^  I. «.  at  band,  dofe ;  dt  pris^ 
Fr,  or  perhaps  of  pr^s  nuy  be  put  for  in  a  preei* 
See  Preea 

Prefe,  v,  Fr,  to  prefc  Or  cit>wd 

Prefent,  «.  Fr,  to  offer,  to  make  a  prefeot  oft 
and  with  the  wine  iht  gab  hem  tofreient ;  and 
fmote  his  head  of,  lib  lader  to  prefeot 

Pnf^nUrie,  m^»  Lot.  prefent 

Prcft,  a^,  Fr,  ready 

Pretend,  v.  Fr,  to  hy  d^im  to 

Preterit,  Ajf.  Fr,  pafled" 

Pkvte,  9,  Fr.  to  try,  fb  demonArate  by  trial 

Preve, «.  mtrnt,  to  turii  out  upon  trial 

Prick*  m.  Sm.  a  point,  a  pomted  weapon 

Prick,  prike,  v.  9aM,  to  wound,  to  fpur  a  horfey  to 
ride  hard 

Prickafour,  m,  a  hard  rider 

Pricking,  «•  hard  riding. 

Prideles;  mtff.  Sax,  without  pridc 

Prie, «.  to  look  cttrioully 

Prikke,  II.  See  Prick 

Prime,  aJf.  Fr.  Lat,  fird;  at  prime  tempa,  attb€ 
firft  time;  at  prime fice, at  firft  appearance 

Prime,  m,  the  firft  quarter  of  the  artificial  day  | 
half  way  prime,  finne  half  fpeiit ;  prime  hfge, 
prime  far  advanced 

Primerole,  m.  Fr,  a  primroicy  Cmf,  Am,  I48.  b. 

Primetemps, «.  Fr.  fpring 

Pris,  M,  Fr.  price,  praife ;  it  be  prys,  or  it  be  bhutte, 
CM/,Am.l6s 

Priv^,  adj.  Fr.  private  ;  |»riv€  and  apeft,  private 
and  public ;  privc  man,  a  man  entruflcd  with 
private  bufltoeft 

Privcly,  adv.  privately 

Privetee,  m.  private  bufioefl 

ProcelTe,  m.  Lot.  progrefii 

Pro^fliOun,  n.  Fr.  the  moniiCie  profefiloD 

Proheme;  n.  Fr.  Or,  a  preface 

Proine, «.  Fr,  provigner ;  it  feems  to  have  figoifi- 
ed  originally  to  take  cuttings  from  vines,  in  or- 
der to  plant  them  out ;  from  hence  it  has  been 
ufed  for  the  cutting  away  of  the  fuperiiuouf 
(hoots  of  all  trees,  whkh  we  now  call  pruning^ 


and  for  thtt  operation  which  hifdt,  mod  parttcn- 
Urly  hawks,  pcrfonn  upon  tbentfelTes,  of  pick- 
ing nut  their  ftfperfltloii*  <jt  damaged  ^Batbert. 
In  alluiion  to  this  laft  fenle,  Damiaa  is  Isid  to 
proine  and  pike  himteit  Oowcr,.rfodutog  6i  aft 
<4gl«.  fay*. 

For  there  he  pmatth  him  and  pikoth. 
As  doth  an  faaukcr  whUI  hsm  wel  liketh. 
Cdmf.  Am.  iy^, 

^ollct «.  to  go  about  in  fipif  eh  of  a  thing 
Provskle,  ttdj.  Tr.  capably  f«f  being  demorrftrate^ 
Provehde,  «.  ¥r.  friAmia^  Lmi,  t  prebend,  a  daily 

•r  iooual  aUowaece  or  iUpend.    See  Dm  Ctm^ 

is  V.  Fr^thenim 
Provendre,  m.  a  prebendary 
Proyerbe,  n.  Yr>  Lai,  a  prudential  fltexim 
Proverbe,  v,  to  (peak  proverbiallf 
ProToary,  «.  Fr*  the  ofice  of  profoft  •»  fhMt  \ 

Prow,  n.  Tr.  profit,  advantage 

Prflrtpptflc,  *.  Fr.  integrity  r 

Pruce,^/.  ».  Proflta 

Prucc,  adj.  Pruflian        '  ^ 

Pruned,  fa.  t.  as  proined 

Tth<}t)Mnee,  ^r;  •. 

Paella  and  Rubens^  the  naine»  of  tw»  fiftxni  in 

geomAncy,  reprefentiog  two  eooileUationi  in 

heaven  t  Puella  iigniBeth  Mars  retrograde,  ^Bd 

Rubeus  Mars  dired,  Sfi, 
Pulchritude, ».  Lat.  beauty 
PulUile,  tt.  Fr.  poultry 
Pulled  ben,  1  have  been  told  Once  Ch^  a  hea,  wbofe 

feathers  are  pulled  or  plucked  otf,  will  not  lay 

<^"7  ^?0* « i^  ^^'^  ^  *i^^«  thetc  it  more  force  in 

the  epithet  than  t  apprehended 
Punif  e,  V.  Fr,  to  punifh 
Pure,  ,icj.  Fr.  mere,  very 
Pured,/4r/.^.  purified 
Purfiled,  fart,  pa.  Fr,  worked  upon  the  edge 
Purpo9,  A.  Fr.  purpofe,  defign,  propoikioo  tn  dif- 

courfe 
Pnrpf  iie,  m,  Fr,  an  endofvre 
Purveyance,  «.  Fr.  forefight,  providence,  provi« 

fion 
Purveye,  v.  to  forefcc,  to  provide 
Puterie,  a.  Fr.  whoredom 
Putours,  4.  fl,  whorenK»Bgerf 
Pythagoras,/^.  A. 


Quad,  quade,  adj.  Teni.  bad ;  none  quad,  nothing 

evil 
Quaile»pipe,  m.  a  pipe  ufed  to  call  quails  r 

Quaire,  m,  Fr.  a  quire  of  paper,  a  book 
Qoakke,  ».  fe^nM  to  be  put  for  an  inarticulate  noiie 

occs^fioned  by  any  cbftniiS^ion  in  the  throat 
Qnaliiie,  n.  ^x.  fickaeis,  the  noife  made  by  a 

raven 
QHTVCt.'^'.  to  tremble,  to  quake 
Quart  Is,  «.  ff,  Fr.  fqtMre  arrow» 
Q«icint,  «.  See  7»«i  Etymolog.  in  V. 
Qucinte,  adj,  Fr,  (Iraoge ;  I  made  of  tliat  lefe  fi^I 
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qaeint,  he  made  tt  ftrange.evaaiDg^  jMiI;  tntii 

neat 
Queinte,   pa.  #.  and  part,   of  quench,    «.   JEer^ 
'  .  queM^ied 
<^imifc,  i«.  trimneis,  neatneft,  exceflive  tnmKla»; 

connhi^ 
i^elle,  «.  Sax,  to  kilt,  to  deftroy 
Queme, «.  Sax.  %o  pleafe ;  wel  aae  qjoemetli,  Cmf. 

Am,  6% 
Qpene, «.  Sa»,  a  qneesn,  a  harlot 
Qneme^  n.  Sax.  a  handmill  • 

Querrour,  n.  Fr.  one  that  works  m  a  done  giiiy/ 
Qoefte,  m.  Fr,  a  prayer  or  ^rmrntj 
Queft-mongers,  ji.  pi.  packers  of  in^fta  or  j«rirs 
Quedie,  ^.  Safe,  to  Iby,  to^  declare ;  I  i|uecbe  hjvi 

qpike,  is  a  tranfktidn  of  an  old  technical  tenni 

in  the  law  GUm§  iUifutiam;  the  oaifiaal  /K 

has  only  ^  fuim 
<^ift»  a^.  Sax,  alive 
(^tkkea,yS^iri  d,  fpeedieft;  die  qoikkeft  fttete, 

the  mod  expeditiont  way 
C^uken,  v.  Sax,  io  malie  alivtt 
C^ikcd^  part.  pa.  node  alive 
Quiked,  pa,  t.  of  the  fiune  ^.  ofed  in  a  oeatrat 
Tlienfe,  beeamc  sliv^ 
Quinible,  a.  ii  the  inftmment,  I  foppoie,  whidi  m 

called  in  barb.  Lat.  fuiaieraa  and  fiataria.   See 

Dv  Oaapaod  Carpmtur  in  v.  jjvmfmniaw,  aad 

AMut^  Vka  ttAmkr.  CamaU,  iyi^  fafaji,  ytw* 
.  Affrl*,  rcMJ,  aiatml^  tHii/fmt 
Quiihin,  m.  Fr.  a  cufliion 

Q2iiftron,4k.abc)rgar,Glofferr.  I  rather  believe  st 
^gnifies  a  fcullioo,  trngarfrndtstj/Uu 
Qoite,  a^  Fr.  free,  q«iet 
Quite,  V.  Fr,  to  recite,  te  pay  £0^,  to  ncfiitt 
Quitte,'/i0^.  /ir.  reqmttcd 
Quitely,  «^.  freely,  at  liberty 
Quod,  par  t.  of  quethe,  (aid 
Quoke,/a.  I.  of  quake,  #.  iiMr.  tfcabled,  9|ook 


Ra.  H,  Sax,  a  roe  deer 

Racine,  m,  Fr,  a  rodt  , 

Rad,  radde,  pa.  t,  of  rede,  v.  Sax.  advifed^  ex- 
plained, 2>tf.  181 

Raulevore,  tapcftry ;  rat^  in  Fr.  fignifies  any  (kiaff, 
as  ras  de  Cbalmu^  ra*  de  CfomeSf  ra*  dt  /%r^  or  Wamr^ 
may  be  a  (luff*  made  at  fuch  a  place,  Gloff.  Vr. 
There  is  a  town  in  Langutdoc  caQed  La  r«Kr, 
but  I  know  not  that  it  w*  ever  fanaons  for  t*-* 
pcftry 

Rafles,  a.//.  Fr,  plays  with  dice 

Rafte,/«.  t,  of  reve, «.  Sax.  took  away 

Rage,  V.  Fr,  to  toy  wantonly 

Ragerie,  m,  wantonneft 

Ragcmnces,  flioiild  probably  be  j^gonces  as  in  tW 
orig.  Fr,  the  precious  ftonet  called  jactntha  or 
hyacinths 

Raines, /r.  n,  the  city  of  Rennes  in  Brrt^ne 

Rake4Uk,  n.  Sax,  the  handle  of  a  raloa 

Rakel,  a^,  haftj,  raih 

Rakelneffe,  m.  raftatfif 

Raket,  to  play  raciet',  nettle  in  diode  ont,  feema  to 
be  nicd  aa  a  proverbial  ezprcffi^n*  lignifjing  tm 


G  t  0*S 

fee  mfonitant ;  vtiat  ihe  on'g^nzl  of  the  plmfe 

may  have  been,  it  not  fo  clear 
)taniage,  j*^.  Fr.  wild 
kammilK,  <i^".  &x.  rank  like  a  rani 
Itampe,  v,  fr.  to  climb ;  fhe  rampeth  In  my  face-, 

ihe  rtifes  agaixld  me,  flies  in  my  face 
R.sm,^a.  /.  of  rcnhe,  rannen,^/. 
Rape,  a</o.  quickly,  fpeedily 
Rape, «.  hartc 
Rape,  v:  Sar.  to  take  caj^tivc ;  to  Mpc  tttd  fenhc, 

to  fclrc  and  pitinder.  J>ee  Rerttie 
Rafis,/r.ji.  an  Arabian  phyiician  of  the  totJl  ccn- 

tmy.  Sec  Fairie.  BibL  Cr,  t.  xiii.  p.  44,  in  Y.Ai" 

knhfcar 
Ralkaile,~  n.  i  pack  of  rafcalt 
K^tc&i,  part. pa.  chidden 
loathe,  -Atfv.  .$i»r  foon,  early,  fpeedily 
Rather,  cemf.  d.  fooner 
Raihcft,/i»/rr/.  d.  iboncft 
Rather,  a§.  Sax.  comp.  d.  fol'iher 
Ratouns,  m.  pi.  Fr.  rats 
Raught,  pa.  U  of  r%can,  v.  Sax.  i-tfached ;  otl  hit 

way  he  raught,  he  fprang  forth  on  his  way. 
Raught,  pa.  /.  of  rcccan,  v.  Snx.  cAfed,  recked 
Rav<»ners,  (raVinbUrs)  h.  pi  pltinderers 
Rarine,  a,  Fr.  rapine;  fobles  of  raven»  birds  of 
'     prey 
RavifiiMc,  adj.  Fr.  HiTen'oils 
Raviflihig,  pi3rf.  pr.  Fr.  rapid ;  whh  a  rtvi&itag 

fweigh;  rapido  h/r^imt,  orig.  See  Swegh 
RaunfoD, «.  Fr.  rahfonl 
KtLje6,patt.  pi.  ftreaked  or  ftriped,.iD«.  aji 
Real,  /rijr.  Fr.  royil 
Roller,  iomp.  d.  more  royal 
Reallichi  adv.  royally 
Realiee,  u.  royalty 
Rebckke,/r.  a.  Rebecca 
Rebekke, «.  Fr.  a  muficiil  inftniment 
Rechafed,  pa.  t.  Fr,  a  term  itt  hunting,  iD«r.  579 
Recche,  rckke,  *.  Sax.  to  care 
Recchetes,  adf.  carelefs 
Recchelefnelfe,  m,  carclefknefs 
RccUitbiit  V.  Fr.  A  tei'm  id  falconry  for  bringing 

the  ha#k  to  the  fift  by  a  certain  call 
Reclaiming,*,  callings  in  the  fenfe  of  redalme 
Rccomfort,  «.  Fr.  to  comfort 
Record,  a.  Fr.  Witdcfs,  tefttmony 
Rttordb,  t.  Fr.  to  remember ;  it  fomttimes  feemt 

to  be  ufed  in  a  techm'cal  legal  fenfe,  for  what  is 

called  to  enter  upon  record  in  judicial  proceed- 

jngs 
Recreandife, «.  Fr.  llgnifiet  fear,  cowardice^  defer* 

tioM  of  prihciple 
Recreant,  ddj.  one  who  yields  hlmfelf  to  hit  adver* 

fary  in  lingle  combat ;  for  the  full  import  of 

thele  two  words,  fee  Da  Cange  in  v*  Recre^ 

dtntU 
Recurtt» «.  Fr.  recovery 
Keeured,;ftarf.^.  Fr.  recovered 
Redde,  t td^  pa.  i.  of  rede,  v.  Sax* 
Reddour,  a.  Fr.  (hength,  violence 
Rede,*.  Sax,  advice,  counfel,  a  leei 
Rede, 9.  Sax.  to  advife.to  read,  to  e<j Iain,  Da.  3/9 
^  Rede.  «^'.  Sax.  red 
'  B«d«ate,  v.Fr.  ta  fev 
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Redouting,  k.  rc^frctjte! 
Redrcffe,  v.  Fr.  to  recover,  to  male  amebds  fo^ 
,Kcf^A,part.pa.  Lat.  tfiCQVcrcd 
RcdguriDgy pari.  pa.  Fr.  RgUrinjj  again  ~ 
Refrain,  n  Fr.  the  Burden  of  a  fong 
Refraining,  a.  the  finging  of  the  burdeh  of  a  fong 
Refrcide,  v.  Fr.  fo  c«»ol  ^ 

ReffetCjjf.  the  fartic  as  refrain,  in  B^r.  ii  is  printed: 

corruptly  frcfrcit 
Refte,  riftc,  m.  Sax.  a  chink  or  crevice 
Rcfutii,  *.  Fr.  refuge 
Regals,  n.  pL  Fr.  royalties 

Regard,  m.  Fr.  at  regard  of,  with  rtt^Si  to,  in, 

compirifon  of  ••  ,     ' 

Regne,  n.  Fr.  a  kingdom  "    '     ;       : '    ' 

Rchete,  v.  Fr.  rchaiter,  to  revive,  to  cRctfT      * 

Reheting,^.  actbrdlng  to  fevcral  mfT.  and  afl  the  re- 

heting  of  his  (ikes  fore ;  fome  mlT.  and  moft  of. 

the  printed  editions  read  richeffe  inftead  of  re- 

heting,  Gloff.  Vr.   RichclTe,  though  almoft  at 

aukward  an  exprcltlon  as  the  other,  is  more' 

agreeable  to  the  corfefpondibg  paiTage  in  the 

Filoftrtto-^ 

E  tc^fm  che  gli  avea  a  gran  dovida**- 

and  one  can  hardly  conceive  that  it  could  cdmo 
frorA  arty  hand  but  that  of  the  author.  I  «air 
make  no  fenfe  of  reheting;  but  at  the  fame  time 
I  muil  allow,  that  it  is  not  likely  to  have  bccti  in- 
ferred by  way  of  a  glofs  f^ig/ 

Reile,  ♦,  meut.  to  roll  i  reileth'diverfely ;  vogator, 

Reioes.  Sec  Raines 

Rejoie,  t>.  Fr.  to  rejoitfe 

Reke,  v.  Sax.  to  eihale 

Rekcn,  v.  Sax.  to  r^ckoh,  fo  comc  to  a  reckoning 

Rekes,  a.  pii  Sax.  ricks  (of  corn) 

Relates,  a.pl.  Fr.  frcfh  fets  of  hOunds,  Du.  36$ 

Relele,  «.  Sax.  what  is  left 

Relees)  II /"r.  releafe  "    ' 

Rcligioufite,  n.  Fr.  pcrfons  of  a  religidtisprofeffioDj 
the  ddrgy 

Relike,  a.  Fr.  a  relic,  relife'es,  pi. 

Remenant,  n.  Fr.  a  remnant,  a  remaioiag  part 

Remes,  n.  pi.  Fr.  realms 

RemiOaxls,  n.pl.  Fr*  ortt,  leavings 

RemoHe,  *.  Fr.  to  caufe  remdrie,  to  affli^ 

Remuable,  adj.  Fr.  moveable,  jncontlant 

Remue,  remewe,  temevt,  v,  Fr*  to  removei  Cttffi 
Am.  164.  b. 

Remoed,  pa.  t. 

Renably,  adv.  Fr.  feafonably 

Renegate,  a.  Fr.  an  apoAate  from  ChrtftiaRit^ 

Rcocie,  V.  Fr.  to  renounce,  to  abjure 

Renges,  a.  pi.  Fr.  ran^,  the  fteps  of  a  Md«i 

Rcnne,  ♦.  6ax.  to  run,  to  rend 

Renoroee,  a.  Fr.  renown 

Renovclaunce,/!.  Fr.  a  renewing 

Rcnovelle,  t.  Fr.  to  renew 

Rent,  V.  S^K.  to  tear  or  rend 

Repaire, «.  Fr.  refort 

Repaire,  •.  Fr.  to  return 

Repentantt/«f/.  pr.  Fr.  repent  ifig 

Reprefe,  rtprcve, ».  Fr.  reproof  [fing 

Rfpre(&oa,  a.  feems  to  be  put  for  power  0f  r#prc^ 
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lot 

Keqnere,  v.  fr.  ^  tc^irc 

Stcrt,  A  6*tf«.  to  raifp 

Hefcrtut,  It.  Fr.  f eficae 

Slefoowe,  *f .  /r.  to  refcuc  < 

Refoo, «.  Fr.  rctfon,  proportion 

SUlbiUy «.  //.  Fn  difcottrfci 

Keiplte, «.  may  perhaps  be  pot  for  reljpcd 

Kelpiten,  inf,  m,  Fn  to  gi«nt  a  refptte,  to  eievle 

Refport, «.  w  probably  put  for  r«fpetifc 

llefte, «.  5#».  repofe 

fleftc,  4.  Sat.  to  rejpofe,  to  eeafe  from  labour 

Reteoue,  m,  Fr.  retioue ;  at  kiafetenve  tct»iiied  by 

liipi 
Rethor, «.  /r.  iLj#.  an  orator  m  riittodcup 
Reve, «.  Am.  a  fleHfifd  or  bailif 
Reire,  r.  Arir.  to  take  aw^y 
Bjerel,  •.  Ar.  cnie rtaioment,  properly  duriBg  tbc 

nMt,rport,fcftiTity 
Rcvdour, «.  a  reveller 
Rerelrie,  «.  pleafare 
RcTersi  atff.  Fr.  contrary 
Eeyerfe,  v.  Fr.  to  orrerturp 
]SeTert,  v.  Fr.  to  turn  ba«k 
Reveft,  V.  Fr.  to  clothe  agaiii 
Rcw,  iff..a  row  or  line;  on  a  rew,  in  a  line;  «11  by 

few.  See^*r»w 
Rcwake,  v.  Sax.  to  waken  agai^ 
Rewiirdy  n.  Fr.  regard,  refpcA ;  uke  regard  id  tkiii 

own  ^ne,  have  regird  to  thine  own  value  i  in 

rewaird  of,  in  compariibn  with.  See  Regard 
Rewe,  Vk  San,  to  have  eompaifion,  to  fuffnr,  to 

have  canfe  to  repent 
Reyet,  «.  //.  dancet  in  ufe  among  the  t)ttt€h.  Xtytf* 

Belg.  Lb^rea  uUrkr^  ihtrut  M  Itagam  firkm^  Ki- 

lian 
Reyfedy  **  Les  Oandois  firent  one  rg^  for  let 
*"**  marches  de  Haynault,  et  dodns  le  pays  piUe- 

**  rent,  bruflcfcitti  ct  firent  taovlt  de  nuuix.*' 

Mtm.  di  la  Mwtb.  p.  5S41 .  ^hcre  a  note  in  the 

margin  fays, ««  Rtyfi  en  has  Alemand/*  fignify 

••  on  vtyagi  on  fur/g" 
lUbaningcs,  if.  pi.  feems  to  fignify  borders 
Rlbaade,  n.  a  po<>r  labourer ;  bu(  the  word  gene- 

raUy  implies  profligacy  of  manneri,  as  well  as 

meanneU  of  condition.   See  Du  Ct/y^  lA  yf,  Mh 

haUM 
Ribandri^t  «•  nbaldry,  indeetnt  words  or  tdioos 
Ribibe,  m.  a  fort  of  mofical  infinuuent 
IUbib|e,  n.  a  Im^U  ribibe 
Richard,  /r.    I  have  vindicated  (h$  cbaradtet  of 

this  hcioi^  prince  from  an  afperfion  whtdivras 

firft  cafl  upon  him,  \  find,  by  Mr,  Rymer,  in 

cc^pi(^oeAce  of  a  miftaken  conftradtion  of  a  pa(^ 
fage  in  Hoveden ;  I  am  tempted  to  add  here  the 

bcgMining  of  a  poem  which,  having  been  com- 
pofed  after  hit  denth,  by  Anfelcm  Faydit,  maft 
fiand  clear  of  all  fufpicioa  of  having  bc«D  etther 
begged  or  boaght 

For  chanfaes  et  tot  lo  mator  dan, 
XI  maior  dol,  las !  q  eu  anc  mais  agues, 
£t  zo,  don  dei  toz  temps  plaigner  ploran* 
M  aven  adir  en  chantar  et  retraire, 
De  celq  era  de  valors  caps  et  paire* 
Xi  rdi  valcna  Rizard^  rcii  dee  Cnglob 
4 


S»ilf9rz;anDeitflcakperd4etcalsdans  «if 
Can  eilrain|^  mo2  et  qto  gren  per  audir ! 
Ben  a  dor  cor  toz  horn  co  po  (oCrir. 

Mors  es  li  r^s,  et  Am  paiptt  mil  an 
<^nc  tan  proabomnofo  ne  nol  vit  res. 
Me  ia  mais  horn  non  et  del  fen  fienblant. 
Tan  lard, tan  oros,  tan  ardiz,  tals  donaire; 
Q^Alizand^es  lo  r«is,  qe  venqi  Daire, 
No  cttit  qe  till  done*  ni  tan  mcil^s, 
Wi  an  ChaiiiBf  ni  Artos  tan  valgucs^ 
Qji  toelo  mon  lisn  fez,  qi  n  vol  vcr  ^^ 
Ah  «a  doptar  et  als  altrcs  grazlr. 

M£.  Crafit,  UL  IXX. 

RtcbeffiB,  m.  Fr.  vi^calth,  ridiefie«,/tnd^ 

Riddeled,/«r«.  f,  plaited,  Gk>£L  Ur, 

Ridden^  fmrt.  f9*  oi  ride ;  he  it  ridden,  thef  ht* 

ridden,  be  had  ridden 
Ride,  «•  SsK»  he  rideth  him 
Riding, «.  probably  a  proceflioa 
Rife,  rive, «.  Sax.  to  thruft  thfoatgh 
Right,  11.  ^4nr.  a  fight  or  due;  at  alk  rigfatea,  tt 

all  points 
Right,  «$.  good,  tme 
Right,  «/».  trulf ,  rightly,  oad^ly,  tonmletely  ;  k 

if  /reqnently  joined  to  adjcdives,  as  t!^  adva:bn 

well  and  fall  are,  to  augment  th^  force 
Rime,  m,  Fr.  a  com^ofition  in  rhyme ;  hence  the 

title  of  Tbc  time  of  Sire  Thopat.    Rkne-ikg** 

rel.    See  Dogerel 
Rimeyed,  pari,  pa,  Fr,  cottpiofed  in  rhyme  or 

Rimpled,  part,  pa,  Saau  wrinkled  . 
Riog,'«».  Sa^,  to  make  pi  found,  v.  iMsf.  to  liMmd 
'  Rife,  a.  Sam.  (mail  twiga  of  trees  or  bufiics 
Riihe,  m,  Sak,  a  roih 
Rift,  fpr  rUetb 
Rit,  for  rideth 
Riyagc.  8ee  Arivage 
Rtve,  ^.  aaa.  Sax.  tq  IpUt,  to  fall  alunder 
Riveling,^rf.  pr,  Satt,  tvrinkling}  nrgfU^,  Bd^ 
t    n^pare,  KiKan 

Roche,*,  Fr,  arock;  roches,  //. 
Rode,  It.  Sax,  the  crofs  i  rodc^icem ;  it  is  aUb  caH» 

ed  the  rode-tr^e*  from  it«  being  made  of  wood 
Rode,  m.  Sax,  complesWn 
Rody,  of.  Sax.  ruddy 

Rofe,  pa,  t.  of  rife ;  rqCte  ihoald  probably  be  rofie 
Rogge, «.  Sax,  tp  fliake ;  roggyo  or  mevyn,  ^pu, 

Frtmpi,  Far^ 
Roigne, «.  Fr.  a  fcab,  mange 
Roigdous,  adj.  Fr*  fcabby,  rough 
Rokette,  m.  Fr.  a  looie  oppec  gsMneot  • 
Rokiog,  part.  pr.  of  roUce  or  rogge, «.  aMrf.  ^«r. 

ihakingk  tremblmg;  roggyo  or  wavery9,«Mtfip, 

Pr9mp.  Farv. 
Rombel,  m.  a  rumbling  noife,  ramoor 
Rome, «.  Sax.  to  viralk  about 
Rondel,  m.  Fr.  a  rl^m^  or  ibonet  which  cod*  as  h 

begins,  Cctgrave 
Rone,/r.  It.  Rouen  in  Normandy 
Rone, /a.  /.  of  rain,  v.  Sax.  rained 
Ropen,  fart,  pa.  of  rcpe,  «*  Sax,  reaped 
Rofalgar,  red  arfenic,  a  preparation  of  orpiflocBt 

Cbmabtn  in  v.  Rtaigar.    U  fiio«ild  rather  pert 
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^loptldrye  beeir  writteD  Ryfid|tr,  Wifk  aff.  ct, 
a*  the  fiatin  nanu  it  r^%«tfn» 
Rofen,  4ff^  rofy 
Ro£er,  |».  Fr.  a  rofebnlb 
Roft-fcd,  djf.  red  at  a  role 
R^ice^  p.  &x.  a  root 
R^  a  root  ioaftfology 

Rote,  II.  a  BmAad  iDftnuneiit.    Sec  Jh^  Cmgt  fia 

▼.  JMa.    NoCker,  who  \vn^  io  the  lodi  een- 

tnrxyiap  that  it  was  the  asctent  ffiUmhum,  hut 

.  akered  in  \u  (hape,  with  ao  additional  noai* 

,  bcr  of  ftringt,  &^/Zf»r,  to  ▼.  M^ta 

ijo^^n,  Tr,  firadice \  bf  rou,  bj  huxt,^r9iimt 

^ote, «  JWjt.  to  rot 

Rijrcn,/»ir/.^ 

Rother«  ••  ^v.  die  mdder  of  a  fliip 

Rouf ht,  for  raufht,  ^.  t.  of  recche 

Rouke  ^  Sate,  to  lie  dofe;  but  now  they  mcken  in 

her  oeil  CW.  jh^  y%. 
Rook,  9.  mtta,  Ant.  to  roll,  to  mn  eafil j ;  where 

feme  copiet ha^e  royle.    6e»Reik 
Romne,  •.  iSm.  ro^ov,  fpace 
Roume,  «ijr.  wide,  IfMCtouf 
Roumer,  eom^,  d.  wiHf r 
RottDcevalij/r.  n.  ^         • 

'Ronncte,  «w  kirk.  Lei,  a  eommflo  hlch^ey  horie. 

See  D^  €4n^#in  t.  Rnumm 
Roundel. «.  f >.  albft  of  fbog.  See Rondel<t:a  cir- 
.  cnlar  figure 
Roote,  9.  Ft,  a  company 
Roate, «.  to/aflemble  in  a  companj 
Route,  V.  ¥r,  te  fiior e,  tp  tmts^ 
Roothe,  m.  Smt*  compailion,  the  objeft  of  ^onipaf- 
.  iion 

Roothelct,  Ajf.  without  comptffioo 
Row,*,  a  line  of  writing.   SeeRew 
Row«  0^'.  SoK,  roogh,-^  kked  wcl  roifc 
Rownc, «.  Sux.  to  whilper 
Rubcut.    See  Paella 
Robins,  It.  fL  tr.  tiibief 
Rucking,  e«n.  pr,  of  mcke,  or  ronke,  v.  S^.  Vf" 

in^  cide 
Rndde,  n.  Smx.  compkiSoa.  See  Rede 
Ruddock,  II.  SmM,  a  bird  called  robin  rtd-breall 
Rnfofl,/r.  ••  a  Greek  phyfician,  of  wbofii  works 

ibme  are  octant    Soc  Fabric,  MikL  Cr.  L  air.  c 

I* 
RngCT>  •^.  wwgh 
Roflel,/r.«.  'the  fox  is  called  Dan  RufTel,  hqm  hie 

red  cok)ur,  llvppole 


S. 


Sachcll^,  n.pL  Fr,  final!  facks 

Sacked  freres,  friars  wearing  a  coarGe  upper  ga^- 
■  ment,  called J^«w,  Mat.  Farts,  ad,  an,ji$Ti 
•«  Bodem  tempore  norus  ordo  apparait  Luodtni 
«*  de  qnibttfdam  fratribos  ignotis  et  noo  praevi- 
«*  iis,  qui,  quia/ur»  inoedcbant  indnti,  Fraint 
**  Sactati  fockbcnxuT** 

Sacre,  m,  Fr,  a  facred  fatemnity 

Sade,  adj.  S§x.  grafc,  ftcadf,  fornmf^l,  repent- 
ant 


Sadly,  adv.  itndil)r,  dfefo^i  Ihk 
drank  fadly  ale  and. wine;  tkia 
plied  himfelito  drinks  ale  and  wine 

Sadneft,  ••  grayity,  fteadtoels 

SiAon, «.  Fr.  to  tinge  with  iaffron 

Saw  for  Cue, /»#•  #.  otlie  v.  SaM*km 

Slale,^.  Fr.l»afiaH 

j9ailov9,i|.  //.  amy  meandMieeft,  firom  the  LaL  Fr.|< 
^  in  Furit FkagkttZftof  I  caiv**<>cidieriaylen^ 
ne  fiuite,  ne  fjng,  to  the  gytertie :  the  line« 
m/hkk  Chancer  ha|  Jmic  tranilated  are  not 
in  te  beb  tfi^  o(  the  Amp.  di  U  ^/c,  ^a. 
fia,  1735,  but  thl^  are  qploted  by  Junius,  Stymi 
Lhg.  Amgi.  ID  y.  T^mifire,  iSrom  an  cd4t.  of 

Apres  y  ent  Arc^  joyeufcs, 
£t  batelleurset  batelleuleiy 
Qui  de  paflc  paflc  jouoyeuc. 
£t  en  Tair  ung  baflin  ruoyenr. 
Puis  le  fcayoyent  bicn  recaillir 
Suff  ung  doy,  fans  point  y  f ailUr. 

where  it  is  plain  that  the  author  i|  ^cakUig  of 

nigg^  rather  than  dancc^  • 
Samc^  for  ieioe,^a#/./«.  of  Ic,  v.  Sam.  tuA 
Saine,/r.«.  the  riTer  Seine 
Salade,  #;  Fr.  a  Utti;  of  amoiour  for  the  bread 
SaUdes,  M.fi.  Fr.  falladi  of  ijicrbs 
Salewe,  lalue, «.  Fr,  to  (aluce 
Satned,/«r#./#. . 
Saluinges,  m,  pi,  falutations 
[  Samite, if.  Fr.  Gr.arkh'filk.    Ike  Da  Ca^  in  %. 

^xamiim^. 
Sanguin,  aij.  Fr,  of  a  blood-red  colour 
Sarhnifte,  ihooki  perhape  be  iariiniibe,  from  the 

Fr,/arrajim^^  a  (fux.  of  fine  iUk  ufed  for  veils. 

Set  Dp  Caoft  in  T.  Smrattaiam  and  Saratmam, 

U  is  iUU  called  iKc«oe^ 
8arplcref»  a,  //.  packages  of  a  larger  fixe  thai( 

facka.    See  D^  Camgt  in  t.  SarpUtium.  SarpUt 

lvv»  Fr-  a  pi){^e  of  cknvas,  l(c  t^  wvnp  9r  pa^jk 

iiq>  wares  in.    Ctfgravt 
SueUtfm,t,pl^Gt^9.Sajr. 
^[^ualie,/r*  tt,  the  andent  Attalia 
^ve,ff.  Lat,  the  herb  (age 
Sauf,  adf.  F>.  Cifie.  See  Faa^a^^^krcd  oc  cif^led. 
Savete, «.  ir.  fiiCety 
Saule,forfoule 

Savonr, «.  iwHe.  Fr.  tci^fte*  to  reHfli 
Savo«riag,«.  Fr.  thefenleof  uftiog 
SavDoroos,  a^.  fweet,  pleafimt 
Saufefleme,  acompofition,of  which  two  of  tb^  in% 

gredients  are  brimfione  and  quickfilvct; 
Sautes, «.//.  Fr,  aflault 
Sautrie,  a.Fr,  Gr,  a  mufical  (bring  infiryment.  SeQ 

RoU 
Sawe,  •.  Sax.  fpeech»  difconrfjv^^a  proverb  p^ 

wife  (aying 
Say,  for  fey,  fa.  I.  offe, «.  Sag.  (tar 
Scall,«.  Sax,  afcale  or  fcab 
ScaUed,  adj.  fcabby,  (curfy 
Scantilooe,  m.  Fr.  a  ^ern,  a  (kMtlin^ 
Scarce,  «$.  Fr.  fparing,  (Ungy  •', 

Sca^^^tff*  JudM  Ucari^ 

Xni  • — 


n<r 


OLOSSARY. 


S«athe,  H.  Sax-  harm»  damage 

Scatheful,  IcatlieltclM,  aSj  perokioat 

ftcathcle;>>a^'.  wirhnut  harm  . 

Sclauudre,  A.  ».  flandet 

Sdendte,  MJj.  flencier  /.     ,  ^^\.. 

Scochont,  n.  fi,  fr.  fcutcheoiD«  d(  ?rmi  r 

Scolaie,  v.  PrMo  attend  fchool,  to  ftndf 

Script,  H^lr,  a  writing 

iicripturet,  «r.  pi.  Fr.  writingt,  books 

Scrivcn-like,  like  a  faiveoer  or  writing-mafier ; 
s9»Hme  Mite  rferiwm 

fisamcs,  n.pl.  Sax.  ixXBOM  Juturm 

Sccree,  ad),  Fr.  fccrct 

Secrcneffe)  n.  {Privacy  [rieal, 

Seeulcr,  adj.  J/,  of  the  laity,  in  oppofition,  to  cic- 

6ede,  V.  6a  u  to  produce  feed 

See,  H.  Fr.  a  ff at,  fees,  fl. 

See,  V.  Sax.  to  fee  i  God  you  fee ;  God  him  fee  ; 
may  God  keep  you  or  him  in  hi«  fight ;  God 
you  favc  and  fee ;  to  look  j  on  to  fee — to  look 
tjn — that  ye  wolden  fomctimefiend^y  on  me  fee ; 
that  yc  would  lomcrimcs  look  friendly  on  me 

See,  /».  ^ax.  the  fee ;  the  gvcte  fee.  A  learned 
friend  hns  fuggcfted  to  me,  that  the  fern  on  the 
CoaH  of  pHUHine  it  called  i'he  Great  Sea  in  the 
Bibltr,  [See  Num6.  xxxiv.  6,  7,  J*^  t^.  I»,] 
which  puts  the  meaning  of  the  appellation  in 
this  pariage  out  of  all  doub^ 

Bcgc,  w.  Ir.  a  licgc 

Seic,  fey»/>tf  i.  of  fee,  v.  Sax.  (aw,  part,  pa,  fcen 

Sv-igDorie  n.  Fr.  power 

Sc'm^ part.  pa.  of  fee,  1*.  S^m.  (ecu 

Seinde,  part.  pa.  of  fenge,  «•  &(x.  finged 

6eint,  n.  Fr.  cein^,  a  girdle 

Seintuarie, «.  Fr.  ftnd^ary 

Sekc,  V.  Sav.  to  Cttk 

beke,  aaj.  Sax.  fick 

Selden,  adv.  Sax.  feldom,  feldea  time 

«ele,  IT.  Fr.  afeal,  fclet,  pi. 

Self,  fclvc,  cdjy  Sax.  anfwering  to  the  Selg.  felf.the 
Fr  tuemt,  the  Lai.  ipfi^  and  the  Gr*  Avrvr.  With 
the  article  prefixed,  it  anfwert  to  the  Lot.  Hem 
and  the  (htb./mm^,  frcMn  whence  our  fame;  in 
the  felvc  monteUt,  in  the  fame  moment ;  in  the 
felve  place,  in  the  fame  place.*-Thcfe  two 
vfaget  of  the  adj.  felf,  when  joined  to  a  fvhilaB^ 
tivc,  migtit  be  confirmed  by  the  uniform  pra^ice 
of  ali  our  writers  from  the  earlieft  timet  down  to 
SuAKSPiiAKt,  bnt  ai  they  are  both  now obfelete, 
I  choofc  rather  to  take  thit  opportunity  of  adding 
a  few  words,  upon  the  vfage  of  the  adj.  felf, 
vfhtu  joined  to  a  pronoun,  in  which  light  only 
It  appears  to  have  been  confidered  by  Willis, 
%vhen  he  pronounced  it  a  fubftantive,  aofweri.>g 
nearly  to  the  Latin  perfima. — Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his 
Didlionary.  has  vety  rightly  efiablifhcd  the  pri* 
^     mary  (igyiificatton  of  felf  to  be  tb.it  of  an  adjec- 

\tive;  but  in  irs  connexidna  with  pronouns  he 

Vcma  rather  inclined  to  fuppofe  it  a  fubfhmtive ; 

J<^,  becauic  it  is  joined  to  pofTeffiTe  or  adjec- 

^^jj^ronouns,  as  my,  tKy,  her,  &c.  i  and,  fe- 

contraV^*  ufc  it  has  a  plural  number,-  fehes, 

■^'Th   V^  ^^^  nature  of  the  Englifh  adjeAive. 

^^  ^S;  rctfon,  I  tUuk,  camiet  h4ve-«iuch 


weight,  when  it  is  remembered  that  ^e  ufe  •# 
felves,  as  the  pi  ami  monber  of  felf,  hat  been  in- 
troduced into  our  language  fince  the  tin»e  of 
Chaucer.  Selven,  which  was  originaUy  the  ac* 
cufative  ca.  fing.  of  felf,  is  ufed  by  him  indifi^ 
Tently  in  both  numbers;  ImyfcKen;  ye  yoofv- 
feWen  ;  he  himfeWen.  The  former  reafim  al- 
fo  wtH  \ait  its  force,  if  this  ihall  be  admitted, thae 
in  their  combinations  with  feU^  the  prpiioimS' 
my*  thy,  her,  our,  yots',  are  not  to  be  consider- 
ed as  poiETeiliTe  or  a^oAivc,  but  as  the  old  e* 
blique  cafes  of  the  perfonal  pronouns  I,  thou, 
fha,  wcj  ye.  Acccvding  to  thft  bypotkefis  tlw 
ufe  of  thefe  combinations,  with  refped  to  the 
pronouns,  is  almoft  always  folecifHca),  bnt  not 
more  fo  than  that  of  himfelf  in  the  nominative 
cafe,  which  has  long  been  anchor ifed  by  coo* 
ilant  cofkom ;  and  it  i»  remarkable  that  a  fole- 
cifm  of  tl|c  fame  fort  ha«  prevailed  in  the  Fknench 
language,  in  which  mci  and  ^,  the  abt  cafes  of 
j€  and  #^,  whenxombined  wkh  «mm,  are  Wed  as 
ttogramnratically  as  our  my  and  thy  liave  jaft 
been  fappofed  to  be  v^hen  combkied  with  fell.  J^ 
r  ai  ^M  m«i*M$rwt€t  1  have  feen  it  myfelf;  ta  if  wr* 
roi  lW-arrjirr,thou  (halt  fee  is^thyfelf;  and  (b  in  the 
accufative  cafe,  otot-m^  is  added  emphaticaUj 
to  OKi  uid  tai-mfmt  to  te,  •  .  It  is  probable,  f 
think*  that  tbcfe  departures  from  granoimar  ii\^ 
both  languages  have  been  made  (or  the  Ikke  of 
fuller  and  more  agreeable  founds.  Jt^meme^  we. 
mhmet  ttt-meau,  and  tc-mcmc^  would  certainly 
ibund  much  (hinner  and  more  languid  than  smt- 
mfmt  and  td-meme ;  and  myfetf,  f^]r(d|f,  &c.  ar^ 
ai  clearly  preferable,  in  point  of  pronunciatioo^ 
to  Ifelf,  mefeU,  thoufelf,  theefelf,  dci  though 
not  all,  perhaps,  in  an  e(]«al  degree,  ft  flioniki 
be  observed  that  itfelf,  where  a  change  of  cafia 
in  the  pronoun  would  not  have  improved  th9 
found,  has  never  undergone  any  alter^i^ 
tion 

Selle,  w.  Fr.  ccllc,  cell 

Sf He,  for  iille,  n.  Sax.  a  dooi^fifl  or  tfarcihol^ 

helve,  tf<jf.  Sec  Self 

Sely,  adj.  Sa . .  fiUv,  fittiple,  harmle£^ 

Selynefl'^,  m.  Sat  happii^els 

Semblable,  tf^'./'r.like 

Semblaum,  a.  Fr.  feeming,  appeamiKe 

Semeliche,  femely ,  adj.  Sat:  feemly,  comely 

Semeliefle,yir/<'r/.  d. 

Semelyhede,  «r.  fccmlinefii,  comeUnefe 

Semilbi^n^  f .  i^at.  a  low  or  broken  tone 

Semicope,  a  a  half  or  ibort  cloak     ^ 

Sen,  fene,  in/  m.  ol(^,/art.pa. 

Send,  for  fendcth  [iam 

Scndall,  M  a  thiij  filk.    See  Da  Caf>ge  m  t.  CcmJa^ 

Scnek,  pr. ».  Seneca  the  philpfo^cr 

8tnge,V'  Sax,  to  Hn^e 

Senior,  ^r.  «* 

Sentence,  a.  Fr.  fenfe,  naeanin^,  Judgment 

Septe,  pr.  n.  Ceuta,  formerly  bepta,  in  A^tea,t 
ovcr-agah>fl  Gibndtar 

Sepulture,  n.  fr.  grave 

Serapinn,  pr,  ,a.  lotmnes  Serapion,  «ti  Arabian 
phyfician  of  tl»c  i  uh  qcntury,  fakriss  Mf^  Qrt 
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€oc,  wf,  Smx»  Aij 

tfcrgeam,  «.  Fr,  «  Cfntre  ftttendtnt  npon  a  prince 
or  'noblemao,  a  fcrgeaat  of   the  lawe.    Hit 
mme  it  derived  from  hb  having  Wen  ortginiU/ 
a  fervant  of  the  lung  in  hit*  Uw  bnfinefs,  ylr^ 
wm  ad  Itgtm^  joft  wtfirvmm  mi  mrma.'  The  king 
bad  formerly  a  (iergetiic  hi  everf  cooatry.  Sfet' 
mum  io  v.  SirvUmt 
6eri.-,  «.  ^r.  icrict 
Sermoniog,  m.  Fr.  preKhfBjg 
Servage,  u,  Fr.  lenritndef  flaverjr 
£enrand,  fart,  fr,  of  ferve,  icrving 
Ikrve,  V.  fr.  to  ferve.  to  behave  lo 
<Set,for  ietteth;  for  fisue./tf. /. 
fietewale,  •.  Sm»^  the  herb  nieriaa 
Sethe,-^.  toboU 
Sethe,  for  feched,  pa.  #• 

6ettO|  9.  Smx,  to  place,  4o  put ;  ictteth  hiin  dona, 
placeth  himfcu  on  afeat;  yet  ictie  I  cas,  yet 
J  pnt  the  cafe,  or  filppofe— ^o  pot  a  Talue  on  a 
thing/  to  rate ;  I  n'olde  fecte  his  forrow  at  a 
myte,  I  wo^ld  not  value;  his  forrow— 4o  ierte  a 
man's  cj^pe,  lo  make  a  fool  of  him.  Sette,  fm,  u 
Retirement,  n,  i>«  fecuHty,  in  a  legal  fenfe 
Seuretee,  n.  Fr.  c«itainty^fttrety,is  a  Ic^Cenfi: 
Scwe,  «.  Fr  to  follow 
Scwcs, «.//.  Fr.  diihea 
ficye.  Sec  Scie 

S^kide,  pm.  L  of  fliede, «.  Smif.  fell  in  drops 
Shadde,  fa.  t,  of  ihade,  v.  Sax,  fliaded,  covertod 

with  (hade 
Shadowy,  aJf.  8ar^  onTtthftantsal 
^haft,  «r.  6ax*  "an  arrow 

fihal,  amxil.  v.  Sax.  is  ufed  (bmetnnes  with  an  el- 
lipOsof  the  infinitive  mood,  which -ought  to  fol- 
low it,  beth  fwiche  as  I  have  l»en  to  yon  and 
ihal,  r.  #.  fiiaU  be;  firA  tell  me  whither  1  Ihal,  i .  4, 
ihall  go ;  yet  all  it  don  or  (hal,  i.  #.  (hall  be  done 
6ba)c, 9f.  Sax.  M  flicll  «r  hulk;  boA  tH  n*is worthe 

a  nutte  Aiale 
Shahnies,  m.pl.  fludmt,  mirfkal  ftrkig  inftmments, 
otherwife  called  pjaheiset  or  fiintries.   See  Rote 
Shame,  n.  Sax,  (hames  dethe,  a  death  of  ihame,  a 
ihameful  death ;  to  York  he  did  him  lede« 
fehamcs  dede  to  deie 
Shamefaft,  a^'.  Sax,  modeft 
Shape,  n.  Sax,  form,  figure 
Shapelich,  a^  Sax,  fit,  likely 
Sh«|>oa,ihape, /«#/./«  )of  fttpe,  v.  Sax.  formed, 

^gured,  pMpared 
Shawo, «.  Sax*  a  iiade  <€  trees,  a  grove 
Shefe,  M.  Sax.  a  bundle ;  a  iheaf  of  arrows;  Aeviea, 

^.  of  corn 
Sheield,/r.«.  Sheffield  in  Yorkihire 
Sheld,  a.  Sax.  a  ibield ;  fteldes,//.  Freach  erowbs, 
calledio  Fr.  mm,  from  their  haviqg #•  odc  fide 
Che  figvrt  of  a  ihkld 
^lemering,  m.  Sax.  a  glimaanng 
Shend,  ^.  Sam,  to  ruio 
Shend(hip,  a.  rain,  puoMhoieDt 
Shcnc,  «^'.  Sax.  bright,  fiuning 
8htnt,pari.  fa.  of  (bead 
Shepenv  n.  Sax,  a  ftaUe 
Shcrsy^.  Sax.  to  cut— to  (have 
Shattf  m.  Sas,  ^  Skin,  Ihaddc  Uut  than  «y 


Iherte ;  I  wottld  give  «iy  filtrt,  L  t.  all  (hat  I 
have— ft  feems  to  mean  the  Unen  in  which  a 
new-bora^hild  is  wrapped ;  that  ihapen  was  m; 
<kthe  erft  than  my  ihene. 

0<latel  foftren,  whiche  or  any  clothe 

Me  ftapen  was,  my  ddftiiiee  me  ipoone—    *. . 

Sens  firft  that  day  th^t  ihapen  was  my  ilierte, 
Orky  the  ^Kal  faftsr  had  my  dome.—  . 

Alasl  that  T  tit  had  krimght  her  in  iny  fliert  t  it 
feems  to  be  put  for  fldrt,  (or  lap)  which  per« 
lu^s  was  t!he  original  Word. 
Shete,  V.  Sax.  to  thoot 
Shetes,  M.//.  ^«y.  iheets 

Shettc,fiiet,«.  Sam.  to  cMe  or  fhut.  Shettc,'ihet» 

^.  i.  and  faff,  fo  was  hire  herte  iheue  in  hire 

diAreffc,'ro  was  her  heart  overwhebned  Wick 

herdiftreft 

Shift;  «r.  &x.  to  divide 

8kilde,  flielde, «.  Sam.  to  Ihield  ;  &bd  fluldel  God 

ihitfld  or  forbid 
Shtpooan, «.  Sam.  a  mariner,  the  mafter  of  a  baije 
Shiver, «.  Sam.  a  ^nali  ilice 
Shode, ».  Sax.  the  hair  of  a  man*s  head 
Shode,^«i^.  fa.  of  (hoe,  v.  Sax.  {hod,  having fhoeaoa 
Shove,  pa.  i.  of  ibove,  v.  Sax.  pdhod 
Shonde,  m.  Sax.  harm 
Shop<^  /.  of  ihape 
ShoFe,^r/./«.  of  Ibcre 
Sho/t,  V.  Sax.  to  make  fliort  < 

Shot,  partijpa.  of  fliettr,  ihut 
Shoter,  m.  Sax.  a  (hooter.  The  yew  tree  is  called 

flioter,  bccauie  bows  are  ufnally  made  of  it 
fihottes,ii./£.  Sax.  arrows,  darts,  any  thing  that  it 

ihot 
Shove,  ftowve, «.  Sax.  to  pufli ;  ftune,part.  pa,. 
Shrewe, «.  Sam.  to  corfe 

Shrewe,  m.  Sax.  an  ill-tempered  corft  man  or  wo*, 
man;  Ihrewes,//.  ' 

Shrewed,  adf.  Sax.  wicked ;  (kreade  folk 
Shrewedncfle,  m.  Sax.  rU^fiature 
Shrsic,  m.  Sax.  coofe(Gon 
Miriftfr^tden,  •.  pi.  Sax.  father  confeflbrs 
Shright,  for  (hricheth,  (hrieketh 
Shnght,^  #.  of  (hrich,  tr.  .Skr.  Arieked 
Shrive, «.  £iJib«o  make  con£eflion 
Shriven,  pari.  pa.  I  have  hen  (hriveii  this  day  ef 
my  curat ;  I  have  made  my  conftifiqa  this  day 
10  my  curate 
Shronde, «.  Sax.  to  hide 
Shulde,  pa.  t.  of  (bal,  (faoold ;  fkuldfip,  pt^ 
ShoUen,  fliuki,  (hoi,  imd.  mpr.  t.  pi.  of  Aal 
Sibbe,  a^.  Sax,  relaud,  alhed 
Sie,  for  feic.  law  ^ 

Stft,ir.  Sax.  to  (hake  in  aficre 
Sigh,  fir  Cbie,faw 
Sighte,  jto./.  of  fike,  fighcd 
Sign«,«.  i>.  toi^rpoint 
Stgnifer,  II.  Lalt,  the  sodtac 
Sign^fiaoncc,  «k  Fr.  figniScatloa 
Sike,  «^.  Sax.  fick :  it  fometimet  fe^Bs  to  be  vfifid 

as  a  noun,  for  fickoefs  ^ 

Sike,ir.i&Mr.  tofi|^ 

'       \1^   • 
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f»iker,a^.  Sa*,iurt 

$ikcr6e,  6art.  fa.  of  fikcr,  v.  Ssx»  afliired 

BikemdBtc^m.lcairUj 

Siktrly^atlm,  farelf 

8implefle«  n.  Ff.  ficDpUciftY 

$!n,  ff^r.  5'<zx.  tf^^rro.  of  Qrhco,  fin^e 

Sinamone, «.  Fr.  dnnamou 

Sipher,  H.s-  qrphe|-  or  figiire  of  Q  jtfD  ap|}v(i)etic; 
xlthotigh  a  upher  in  augrim  have  no  might  io 
figptfication  ^f  itfelfe,  yet  k«  yc^ih  power  ip 
ilgoifioij^nto^cr.  'fbere  i«  another  pa^e 
in  Dir.  vcr.  435r"40»:'"t^fkiJ5CflM  tp  imply  t^at 
in  Chaucer's  time  tlie  bum^falt  co{nq:iopl^  called, 
Arabian^adn4)t  been  lopg  in  u£c  in  tbia  country 

fijce,^.  Fr.  Sienr*  Seigne^,  ^  rcip^^ful  titk  g^vep 
formerly  to  men  of  varioof  <}cfcrlpciotti,  as  veil 
as  to  knights;  Sire  k^Hgi^t  4ke  cleckt  Sire 
monk.  Sire  man  of  lawe.  it  wpa  k>  vfually 
given  to  priefis  that  it  has  crept  ^vcq  into  i|^s 
o^p^irliamc^^ii,  fitf,  J^r^  li  sid  ^3  E-  IV.  n. 
24.  Sir  James  tliekenel  pr^%;  Z.  H.  YK-  P* 
I X,  Sir  Oliver  Langtoa  preH ;  ^  Hqbert  Nay- 
lefthorp  preft^  |ience  a  $ir  J0K9  quoe  to  be  a 
nickname  for  a  prieft.  SirlB  is  foifietimes  pHt  Iqr 
j^erfonage;  and  melasch^tly  ^hat  fogrx  ^ire>i^ 
Oor  Sire,  our  hufband*  oyr  gpodnvm*  as  ti^ 
Prench  in  their  old  familiar  l^mgu^ge  uIa  ««<iv. 
^  Sirt 

$ts,K.  Fr.  the  c^  pf  fix,  tht  bigheCtcai^  iipon  a^die 

Sit,  for  fitteth,  it  fit  me  not  to  Ue,  ifL  doth  not  be- 
come me  to  lie ;  it  f|;t  a  kynge  i|eU  to  ke  chad* 
Cui/,Am.  i^«.h.  ,     ;"         . 

Sithe,  for  fithes, ».  />/,  iSkc.  tim^ 

^tthen,  fith,  «A>.  Ssx.  Qnc^ 

Sjthes,  It  //.  S^x.  fithes 

Sitte, «,  ^)«».  to  ^t^tfi  l>ea>9:ve»  t9  fuit.  witlu  Sec 
Sit  .     ,.      ■ 

Sittand»y^afiL^« 

^2tteQ,/i^rf./4r 

SkalTaut, «.  rv.  a  fcaflpldi  a  ipfoo^eo  tower 

Ska£[b)d, «.'  a  tcaifold  or.  ilage 

^ie, «,  ^a».  a  doud 

SkilU  n.  Sax,  rea£o^{  ikiUe^//. 

Skilful,  adj.  rcafonakl^ 

I^kinke,«.  9axj>  to  poUrout,  to  fenre  with  drink 

Skipte,  fm,  t.  of  ikip4if,  tf.  Jloji.  k9fNi4 

^korflcx  %  ^.  to  fcorcht 
&kripp<, «.  Fr-  efcharpe^  a  fcrip 
SUcke,  oiij^  Sax.  (low 
|lUiil,/<?rf^.ofl^ 
Slake,  V.  .Saar.  to  appeaff ,  to  m^k^  iU(% 
SUUm,  ^.  oMrf.  to  fail,  to  deiift 
Slawe,/«r# /a.  of  fle 
81e,  V.  ^M  to  kin,  to,i}ax 
Steer, ».  ^ax.  a  killer 
^eighly,«ifo.  Savi  cimnipgly 
Sleight,  o.  Sax.^  contrivance . 
Sleightcs,//.  fuche  Aeightes  af  l.ikM)  yi>1l^ 
'  fo  this  Unc  ihoul^  prol>M>ly  Ui  Wlit]i^   - 
^ep,>^r,/./^ofilfl,i-/r.*, 
Sltrp,  flepe,^.  t.  of  flepe,  v.  ^.  flffi 
Slctc,  II.  iS'ajr.  fleet,  a  piistiire  o(  raiitAodioQW 


SkvQCeffe,  ^.  fecma  to  figniff  ^k,  MuyraifkUt 

as  it  does  AiU  10  vulgaa  lasgMUge 
$lider»  a<jp.  &ue  (lippery 
Sliding,  /iary.  /r.  uiicertain,^  •'o^*  7<r'*  9f  •  K 

iliding  fi^rtune,  kjrkmjrntim^  oTig. 
Slie,flidh,  aJ/,  Ssx.  cnnning 
Slike,  fit  fwil^e, «^.  S^e.  fiick 
Slit;  for  flideth 

Slit,  V.  Sax.  to  cut  through,  to  cjcafe 
Sliver,  9.  Sax,  a  fniall  (lice  or  piece 
Slo,  V.  iSidX.  toflay- 
Slogardie,*.  Fr.  (loth 
Slombetiages,  %  //.  j«x.  fli|Dik*ri»ga 
Sloppe,  n.  S0X,  a  fort  of  (>rwch^ 
Slow,/a./.  of%,ilew 
Slowe, «.  5««.  anooth.  In  the  orig.  Fr,  Uigna, 
^^uggTt  «^'«  ^«v.  ^oggi^ 
Snuliih,  adj.  Sax,  ^iminuttve  of  fmale  or  fnaall 
^erte,  «.  Sax.  to  (nhart,  tQ  fo^r  pain 
Smerte,  fiecms  to  be  uflpd  as  an  ath.  fiaartly ,  GML 

V.  Foithoug^ 
$mit,  for  imitetk,M4  m.  ^pmf.Jmg.  • 
Sniitetk,  imp.  «r.  2^/v^  M  Unite,  ye 
3mithe,  v.  5ax.  to  w^  as  ^  Imith 
Smitted,  for  Anitteo,/Mir<.  /».  of  finite 
Smokies,  a^.  Sax,  without  a'fmock 
Smoterlichr«4^*  means,  I  fuppo^e,  finutiy,  dirty; 

but  the  whole  paflage  is  oh£niie 
Snewe,  f,  Au.  to  ibowv  to  ke  io  as  great  a^un^ 

d^ceasi^pW 

Snibbc,  «1  .Sotx.Fo  (hub,  to  reprove 

bnow-white,  adj,  Sax^w^B^  isn  («ow 

Soden,  Ajf.  iax.  fuddcn 

So||r4^  «.  Fr.  Oibie^fc 

Soigne,  IS.  Fr.  care 

Sojour,  n.  Fr.  ftay,  abode 

S^okeQ,  *.  Sax.  toll 

Sukingly,  Wv.  fuckingly,  gently.  See  Soiike« 

Solas,  m,  Fr.  mirth,  fport 

Solein,  adj\  fr.  one,  iingle,  fuUea 

SQl<;mp(^et«^'.  Fr.  ibiimm 

bplpmpnely,  adv.  felemoly 

Spier  hall,  a  ioltf  e  window  it  nied  foe  the  wiodow 
pf  a  loft  cf  g^rr^ 

j  Som,  adj.  Sax,  fome;  this  is  aU  and  tea»  this  is 
the  whole  i  allund  fiqpme,  one  and  all 

j  Somdel,  adv.  Sax,  fomewhat,  in  fsme  meaiiire 

:Somer,/r.  a.  In  the  tFcatile  op  the  Aifcrolaho,  Ch. 
profeHSn  to  q^ke  nfe'  of  thet  kaleoden  of  tbc 
reverent  clerkes  frcre  John  Somcr  aod  Crere 
Nicholas  i^cooe.  The  kiiend^  of  John.  Sqmnr 
is  cxtapt  in  mil  (Mfm,  ff^.  4*  via.  ;^  it  ib  cakcu 
latedfor  140  years  from  1367,  theyorof  the 
t>trth  of  Richard  U.,  and  iafiidilithe^trodiio 
lion  to  have  beeapnhU^ied  in  ijSp,  at  the  ia- 
flaoce  of  Joeo  moUaor  to  |he  king.  Tkolnfeo* 
dar  of  Nicholas  Lenne  or  Lyiie,  ^lr«e  cajcnbtfd 
for  76  wypars  from  IjSy*  Tamttr  ia  vv  Nieaiaaif 
Liamjit,  The  ftory  t^ere  qoocedifipom  H|Ma>« 
of  a  voyage  pia^.by  this  Nicholaa  ia  15^ 
9d  utfulas  fifiaarimaht.  ealeftw  Eixraftrnt  wayi|s»» 
and  of  a  book  written  by  him  to  daicfte  chofit. 
conntries a ^wdW  54  uffu€  W/afcw,  ia  a-. men 
fable,  as  appears  fm  the  very  aodiontieMRbtcib 
HakiiiU  WFf^^csd.in  fuppQKt  oii^*  ^ 


Somme,  W !  Tw^i  ■  ■  ctine-fMlig  with  hit  tc»th0 
fonirac  iier« ;  fo  t^ JiQe  ftaDds  in  the  edit.,  but 
a  TfdL  <|Qptcd  in  Qlofll  l/n  infiead  of  tepthc  bat 
X.  and  mf.  I.  tcnteth ;  pcrhap  Uis  orisioil 
leadiiw  va«  %if$.  VTith  bk  tyremVlome  Xfrre, 
accorc^g  to  the  Saxon  mode  of  expreiuoo, 
wouM  fijpily  loff^ef  vUh  fome*  twenty  of  hk 
auendanu.  See  fif Ac#  Qramm,  4-  S.  p.  ^a,  3. 

$oin]ive.  If.  ^r.  ^  ftim    , 

Soqnnnpr, )«.  ^ax.  (ummer ;  a  fominer  game 

Sornqne,  S^n^ppc^v-  Ltt.  to  fummon 

Sompnoor,  n.  an  c^cj^  employed  t!6  fummon  de- 
linqvema  to  appear  iqeccIefiftAical 'courts,  now 
called  ta  Amritor 

Sond,'«.  Snx.  m4  ' '  [Fr.fiMde 

$»nd*«  feems  to  fignijir «  fonoding  line,  from  the 
Sonde,'  «;  ^ay  '4  mei&ge,^  Goddcci  t&a^,  what 

Qod  baa  fent,  God*s  gift  '  * 

Sone,  tftfTv.  5«nc.  foon 
Son^,  A.  &f^,  a  fon ;  ft)net,/[(. 
Sonken,  /«r/.  /«.  of  finb,  v.  «S4x.  fonk 
Sonne,  ik  Sax,  the  fun 
SonqHh,  4f  t  ^^0  Bbe  the  fun 
Sooty,  aJf.  S^x.  foul  with  foot 
$op, «.  Fr*  a  piece  of  bresMi  dipped  \b  any  fort  of 

Tif^uor;  he  toke  a  foppe.  Cod/,  Am- 164 
$(^in^e,  4,  f  r,  Gr.  a  fophUm,  afubtle  fsolacj 
Sore,  ♦.  /r.  ciforer,  to  (bar 
Sort,  11;  Fr.  cha^,  deiliny 
Sorted /|4^  4  of  Wt^tr.  Fr.  attotfed 
Sorwe,  *.  Jar.  forrow 
Sory,  aeff,  iVjc.  forirowfiil ;  fory  gr«Cf»msifortune. 

SceOrat^andW^h 
Sote,ii.  iS^x.  foot 
Sote,  fwote,  aJj,  Smc.  fwfict 
5  ote,  J9.  Fr.  a  KKd 
Sptcd,/art  At*  />•  fooled,  befiiiCted 
Sotel,  a^.  Fir,  fubtle,  artfully  contriTed 
Soth,  aJJ,  Smx,  true,  certain ;  fotbcr,MM/.  d, 
Soth,fothly,aifo.  truly 
Sotbe,  m,  J4x«  tfuth 
Sothfaftnc'fle,  m,  Ssx,  trqth 
Sotheme,  iufj,  Smx.  fouthcirn 
SotbocAt  ft'  '&UC  truth,  reality 
Sotlwiaai,  a*  veracity,  trtie  laying 
$oudan,  a^  a  fultan,  any  Mahometan  fovereign. 

See  IXHtwkla  in  ▼.  S^ibatt, 
Spudanoefle^ii.  the  wife  of  a  Caltan 
Soudcd, ^(JT/.  ^o.  confoUdated,  fafteoed  together. 

;iowde»i»eial,  tsi^ubm.  PnmM,  F^tv, 
Soveraine,  Ajf.  Fr.  exceUenc  in  a  high,  dcgcco    . 
Soverainly,  ad»,  above,  all 
Spuke,  fr.  Fr,  to  fuck 
Soured,  ytarf.  /ka. 

Soultd,  fan  ia.  S^x,  endued  with  »  foul 
8oim,'  f .  Fr.  iound,  noife 
Sottddc,  9i  iSki^.to  makcfoood>  to  be^l,  v.  mut, to 

gh^wfomd 
Souhe,  tr.  Fr.  CO  torn^ ;  at  far  at  founeth  into  ho^ 
'  n^f^  it  €u>^  a4  U  conibnaot  to  hpnefty*  that 

ibuneth  unto-  gentilleife  of.  Iqve,  that  'wcofdi^ 

a^  tQ  gfiitlcfiel»atlbve 
^lining,  ^.^. 
%3ifiS*  v<  ^*  to  f ttpt  to  take  the-  evaung  atealy 

louden,  ^.      .      - 


Souper,  n.  fnpper,  the  rrauaf  meal 

$ouplc,  adj,  Fr.  fupple,  pliant 

Sourde, «.  Frv  to  n£s 

Soiirt,  *.  a  rift,  a  rapid  afcent,  the  fimrce  of  m 

ftream  of  water 
Souter^M.  Z«f .  a  cobler 
Sowe,  V.  Z«/.  to  few ;  it  wat  uf^  ^^  indeed 

neceflary,  formerly  to  lew  letters  when  they 

wer^  written  upon  parchment;  but  the  praci. 

ti^coneimied  long  after  the  invention  of  paper 
Sowe,  V.  Smx,  to  fbw  [409 

dowert.  «.  pi.  fores,  buc]u  In  their  fourth  7t«r>  •^'^ 
Span-newe,  aSj.  feems  to  iignify  quite  ne#,  but 

why  it  does  fo  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay 
Spanni(hing;  n.  Fr,  tj^amuiffnwi/t^  the  full  bkf^ 

of  afloweff'  '- 

S|pare, «.  Sax,  to  refrain 
Spareth,  imp,  m,  7iperf.  pi, 
Sparande,  part  pr^  fparing,  niggardly 
Sparhauk,  n.  Sax,  a  fparrowhiwk 
Sparre^.  m.  Sax,  a  Wooden  i>ar 
Sparred, /orf.  pa,  barred',  bolted 
Sparthe,*  Saxvn  az  or  ha(becd.  See  JOx  Coo^via 

T.  Sparth^  Skatrit,  Dan'ua 
Speces,  H,M  Fr,  forts  or  kinds 
Spede, «.  Tr.  to  d^patch 
Spedefttl,  o^.  ^ffifaual 
Spektakel, «.  Fr.  Xo/.  a  fpying*g|aft 
Spell.  «.  jkr.  fport^  play,  tale,  or  haftory 
Spence,  m.  F»«4efipence,  a  ftore-room  for  wine  or 

via«alr 
Spere, «.  Fr,  a  fphere 
Speh:, «,  £M.'a  i^af 
Spered,  fperred,  as  fparred 
Sperme, «.  fr,  Cr.  feed  - 
Spiced.  1  have  iince  met  with  a  parage  in  whidi 

fpic^,  applied  to  conlcience,  {ttxt\t  td  fignify 

nice,  fcrupulout. '  ^eaumont  and  Fletcher,  Mad 

Lvifer,  ad  iii.  wh^  Cleanthc  offers  a  purfe  the 

prtpftels  fays, 

fy !  00  corruption— 

'   CU,  Take  it ;  /it  is  jrours :  ' 

Be  not  UkJ^ud:  it  is  ^po^  gold. 

And  goodnefs  ia  no  gall  to  the  confcience* 

Spicea,«fi  Speces 

3pille,  V.  Arjt.  to  wafte.  to  throw  away,  to  defb-oy. 

V.  *.  to  periih 
Spire,  H,  a  (kake;  a  commtion  probably  of  J^u 

Sam. 
S^rcd,  £tJ^  enquired' 
Spitous,  adj.  Ff,  diJhHai»t  aogty,  fpigj^^ 
Spitoufly,  adv.  angrily 
Spbie,  «.  Fr,  def^nUr^  to  i^ifold 
Spone,  «•  Sax,  a  fpoon 
Sponlsie,  pa,  t.  of  fpinne,.«.  Sax,  (pun 
Sporei  m.  Sax,  a  fpur 

Sporne, «.  Sax.  to  ibike  the  foot  againfi;  any  th4ng 
SpoufaUe,  a.  Fr,  marriage 
Spray,  «.  Sax.  a  twig  or  fprig 
Sprcint,^r/.  pa,  of  fprenge,  v.  Sax»  fpri^Ied 
Springolds,  a,  pi.  Fr,  f/prhgalU^  machines' for  caft. 

ing  ftonct  and  arrows.  See  Da  Caage  in  v.  Muf' 
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flqummet,  m.pL  XW.  fcilcf 

Sqaaiaont,  fqucamilh 

€foier«  *.  Fr.  a  fqnire 

5qiMer, «.  to  attend  as  a  fqatre 

8ifitierie»  «.  a  nombcr  of  fqoirett   aod  alle  ther 

fquicric  i  and  of  hit  fquieric  gcntillemen  anhtenc 
5tacc,/r.  m.  Satins  the  Roman  poet 
Scadte, «.  .Skr.  a  ftack  of  wood,  Sec. 
Stacbe,  pa.  t.  of  ftick, «.  Sax.  ftuck 
6taff4Un|t,  meant,  1  fuppoTe,  a  fling  fafteoed  to  a 

iUff.  Lyd,  Trm,  39.  b.  dcfcribet  David  asanned 

With  9^fiofft fj»^i*t  voyiie  of  pku  and  mayle. 

Staler,  tF.  Sax.  to  ftagger 

Staike,  V.  Smx,  to  ftcp  flowly ;  fuU  thcfely  gan  he 

Ralke;  and  to  the  bedde  he  fUlketh  ftylle,  Cm/. 

Jim.  31 
Stalkei,  n.  pi  Smx.  the  vpright  pteoet  of  a  ladder 
:)tamen,  (Umin,  n.  /r.  gfiawumi^  a  fort  of  wooUcn 

cloth 
Stant,  for  ftandeth 
dtarle,/».  #.  of  fterre,  died 
Stark,  4MJf.  Smm.  ftiff.ftont 
Starlinget,  n.  pi,  pence  of  flerling  moaey 
Suonche, «.  Fr.  to  flop,  to  iatitfy 
Stele, «.  Smx.  t  handle 
Stellifie,  V.  LmU  to  make  a  ftar 
Stenu,  V.  Sax.  to  oeaic,to  defiR 
Steiiiai,/«r#./«. 
Stcpe,  oif.  fecmi  to  be  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of  deep, 

w  that  ejen  llepe  may  fignify  eyea  funk  dcq> 

in  the  head 
Stere, «.  Smx.  to  ftir 

Stese,  n.  Sax.  a  younr  bnOock ;  a  rodder 
Siereles,  a/§.  Sax.  without  a  rudder 
Sterefinao,  n.  Sax.  a  pilot 
Sterae, «.  Sax.  a  rodder 
Cktcrne,  «jr.  Sax.  fierce,  arod 
Sterre,  n.  Sax.  a  ftar 

Stert, «.  Sax.  a  leap ;  at  a  ftert,  immediately 
Sterte,^.  /.  of  fterte,  v.  Sax.  leaped,  ckaped,  ran 

away 
Sterting, /er#./r.  leaping,  nimbly 
Stertling,  at  ftertiog 
Sterve,  v,  Sam.  to  die,  to  periih 
«3teTen,  n.  Sax.  Toice,foand ;  a  time  of  performing 

any  aAion  previouily  fixed  by  a  mcfiaee,  order, 

fummont,  ftc;  at  unfet  fieveo,  witnonc  any 

previont  appointment ;  they  fetten  fteven,  they 

appointed  a  time 
Stewe,  n.  Fr.  a  (mail  pond  for  filh,  m  (mall  do&t, 

fUwcB^pL  ftewt,  baudyhottfet 
Steye, «.  Sax.  to  a(cend 
Steyert,  m.  pi.  Sax.  fiairt 
Stibborne,  aJj.  fiubbom 
litike,  V.  Sax.  to  ftick,  pierce 
Stile,  X.  Sax.  a  fet  of  ftepa  to  pafi  from  one  field  to 

another ;  by  ftile  and  eke  by  (Irete,  every  where 

in  town  and  coontry 
Stillatorie,  n.  Fr.  a  ftill 
Stiile,  atg.  Sax.  qniet 
Stithe,  m.  Sax.  an  anvil 
Smet,  at  Stewes 
itoble-gooi,  •'goofie  £ed  01  ftubbk  grouadi 


Stocked, /4rf.Atf.  confined 

Stole,  m.  Fr.  Lat.  part  of  the  «cckfiaftiea]  haMt« 
worn  about  the  neck.  See  Da  Gu^  in  ▼.  SttU  u 

Stole,  m.  Sax.  a  ftool 

Stonden,/arf.  pa.  of  ftonde  or  ftande, «.  j«jr.  ftood 

Stont,  for  ftondeth 

Stopen,  paH.  pa.  of  (lepe, «.  Sax.  fteppcd,  adranctd 

•Store,  •;  Fr.  to  fto^k  or  fnfniflt 

Store,  m.  any  thing  laid  op  fbr  ufe;  hence  the 
phral^  to  tell  no  ftore  of  a  thing,  meant  to  con- 
fider  it  at  of  no  nfe  or  importance 

Storial,  a^.  Fr.  hiftorical,  trte 

Stonren,/«.  /.  pt.  of  fterre 

Stot,  It.  Sax,  probably  for  ftod,  a  fiaOioa 

Stote,  II.  a  fpeciet  of  weafel,  a  polecat 

Stoond,  •.  Sax.  a  moment,  a  fhort  ^pace  ci  time,  ia 
a  ftoond,  on  a  fodden ;  in  flonod,  flumld  pro- 
bably be  in  a  ftonnd :  the  orig.  Fr.  haa  taai^ 
Stoondet,//.  timet,  feafont 

Stoondemele,  ad^.  momentarily,  every  moment 

Stoopen,  flioold  probably  be  ftc^>en. 

Stoore,  It.  Sax.  fight,  battle 

Strake, «.  Sax.  to  proceed  dtredUy ;  ftncken,  ftrick- 
en ;  tendere,  XUiam 

Strange,  a^.  Fr.  foreign,  oncommon;  he  made  Ic 
firuige,  he  made  it  a  matter  ^f  difficohy  or  nicety 

Straoglne,/*.  I.  of  ibeche,  ^  .5kr.  ftretched.  Cm/: 
Am.  X84 

Stre,  «.  Sax.  ftraw 

Streight,/«r#.  pa.  of  ftrecche, «.  Sax.  fbttched 

Strcine, «.  Fr.  to  confirain,  to  preit  dofely 

Streite,  adj.  Fr.  ib«ight ;  ftrdte  fwerd 

Stremeden,  pa.  t.pl.  of  ftrtme,  «.  Sau.  ftrcimc4 
flowed 

Stremet,  •.  pL  the  rayt  of  the  foa 

Strene,  a.  Sax.  ftock,  race,  progeny 

Strengcft-faithed,«^.  endowed  vrith  the  ftron|^ 
futh 

Strepe, «.  Fr.  to  ftrip 

Strete,*.  Sax.  afireet 

Strike,*.  JiM;.a]ine,aftreak;  aftrikeoffiaz 

Stripe,  9.  Lai.  ftirpt,  race,  kindred 

Stripe, «.  at  Strope 

Strode,  ^r.  •.  the  phUolbphical  Strode,  to  whom; 
jointly  vvith  themoralGower.Chaiicer  direct  hit 
Troilaa,waa  probably  Rdph  Strode,  of  MettoikA 
college,  Oxford.  A.  Wood,  who  had  made  the 
antiquitiet  of  that  college  a  parttcolar  objeA  of 
hit  inquiriet,  fayt  only  of  him,  *  Jdad»^6m$ 
**  .r/iW^,d6quoficvetosnoftercatdogut.  P«eta 
**  fdt  ct  verfificatit  librom  degiacun  vocat. 
"  Phantafina  RoduIphL  Clamit  23  70.**  Scmie 
•f  hit  logical  wo^  are  laid  to  be  extant  m 
print,  Fgiut.  i5Z7,4to.  Taxmer  in  v.  Siftdams^ 

Strof,  pa.t.ol  flrive,  v.  Fr,  fhtnre,  contended 

Stronde, «.  Sax.  a  (bore 

Strother,/r.  a.  a  town  in  thrnorth 

Stronte,  v.  to  (Irut 

Subarbet,  n.  pi.  Lat.  foborbt 

Subfrnnigatioo,!!.  Lai.  a  Q>edct  of  chann  by  fisioke 

Subset,  a^.  Fr.  Lai.  fobjed^ 

SnbSmatcirie,  m.  Fr,  Lit.  a  vdlU  nfed  by  chemiib  tn 
fublimation,  i.  t.  fenarating  certain  paru  of  a 
body,  and  driving  them  to  the  top  of  the  v^d 
iathcloiAfiCttery  fiaepoWdfr    • 


GLOSSARY. 


fitibftanGi,'iir;Rr.,  the  mateml  part  of  a  thing 
Sucki^,  «.  Fr.fiu^uenie^  a  loofe  frock  woru  over 

their  other  chnlies  by  carters,  &c. 
Sue,  V.  Fr.  to  follow 

Sueton,/r.  M  Soetoniui  the  Roman  hiftoriaa    * 
Suffifance, «.  Fr.  fufficiencyJittUfaAion 
Suffifant,  a^  fufficient 
Sugred,  part,  pa.  fweetened  as  with  fugar 
bopplie,  V.  Tr.  to  fupphcate 
Surcote,  n  Fr.  an  upper  coat  or  klrtfe 
Surplis,  n.  Fr.  z  furplice 
Sur^uedrie,  it.  Fr.  prcfumption,  an  over-wcening 

conceit 
Surrlc,  pr.  m.  Syria 
Surfanure,  u.  Fr,  a  wound  healed  outwardly  en- 

>y 

Surveance,  m,  Fr.  fuperintendanse 

Sufpea,  aJj.  Fr.  furpe<ftcd, 

bufped,  n.  fufpicion 

Sufpe<^on,  m.  fufpicidh  ^ 

Sufter,  H,  SoK.  niter;  fuftren,  pL 

SwasWv.  Ssx.  fo 

Swale,  ^.  t.  of  fwell,  v.  Sar.  fwelled 

5wappe,  V.  Sax.  to  throw  down— to  ftrike  off— 

V.  iieut.  to  fall  down 
8watt,  aJJ.  Sax.  black,  of  a  dark  colour 
Swatte,^tf.  /.  of  fwete,  v.  6ax,  fweated 
2>wegh,ii.  Sax.  a  violent  motion 
Swelt.^tf.  #. 

dwelte,  V.  Sa\',  to  die,  to  faint 
fiweme,  for  fwereo,//.  ».  of  fwcre,  v.  Sax.  fwcar 
fiwcven,  n.  Sax-  a  dream ;' fwevencs,  pi,  it  it 

written fwevchis,  for  the  fake  of  the  rhyme 
Swicbc,  adj.  Siijc.  corruption  of  fwiike,  fuch 
Swinke,  nSax,  labour 
SWtnke,  V.  to  labour 
Swire,  o.  Sax.  the  neck.;  it  ii  more  commonly 

written  fwere 
Swithe,  adv.  iax.  quickly,  immediately 
Swive,  V.  Sat,  to  perform  the  »d  of  generttion. 

See  Junir  EtymoUg.  in  V. 
Swoloue,  n.  Sax.  a  whirlpool 
bwonken,/tfr//a.  of fwinkie 
3wough,  H.  Sax.  foHodi  poife — a  fwoon 


Tabard.  See  the  quotation  from  Speght*t  GI. 
Vi/iovr/e  See.  n.  6. 

Tabfcs,  /f  />/.  Fr,  a  game  fo  called— Tables  Tolc- 
tanes,  the  aOronomical  tables  compofed  by  or* 
der'ofAlphonfo,  X  King  of  Caftilc,  about  the 
middle  of  the  13th  century,  were  called  fome- 
tiniei  7«W«  ToUtaue^  from  their  being  adapted 
to  the  city  of  Toledo 

Tabopre,  v.  Fr.  to  drum 

Tacbe,  n^Fr,  a  fpot  or  blemifh 

Taillager,  f-  Fr.  a  collcdor  of  taxes 

7'4ille,  n.  Yr.  ^  tally,  an  account  fcored  on  a  piece 
of  wood 

Take,  V.  Sat,  to  deliver  s^  thing  to  another  pcr- 
fon 

Take,  for  taken, /tfr/.  pa. 

T»kcl, n.  Sa:.  an  arrow  ...  »  *  .^  , 


n$ 


Tale,  V.  Sat.  to  tell  (lories;  and  namely  when 

they  talcn  longe  C<mf.  Am.  27,  b. 
Tale,  II.  fpeech,  difcourfe — rcckoniogy  accoDiit> 

litel  tale  hath  he  told  of  any  dz«mc;  he  ma^j^ 

little  account  of  any  dream 
Talent,  n,  Fr.  delire,  aifedtion 
Taling,  a.  flory-telling 
Tane,  tor  taken 

Tapes,  M  pi.  Sax.  bands  of  linen 
.Tapinagt,  n.  Fr.  en  tapiant^  lurklDg,  ftnlkiitf 

about  ^ 

Tapifcr,  n.  Fr.  t  maker  of  tapellry 
Tapite.  v.  Fr.  to  cover  with  tapeftry 
Tappe,  tt.  Sax.  a  tap  or  fpigoc  which  clolci  »1»^ 

orifice  through  which  the  liquor  it  drmwn  ost 

of  a  veffel 
Tapftere,  ».  Sax.  a  woman  who  haa  the  cue  'o£ 

the  tap  in  a  public  houfe;  that  oflice  Ibrmcrly 

was  ufually  executed  by  women.     See  Tie  Jd-> 
*  vextMrt  9f  tb*  Paidoaete  and  tU  Tafftre^  li^Th^ 

CoiUuiuatiom  of  'the  Cani,  TaUs 
Tare,  pa.  t.  of  tear,  v.  Sax.  tore 
Targe,  h.  Fr.  a  fort  of  ihicid 
Tars,  «  doth  of  Tars,  Tartariam,  a  fort  of  SSk^ 

See  Da.  Cange  in  v.  Turfutu^  Tartmrmas 
Tas.  n.  Fr.  a  heap 

Taireled,/ar/.  pa,  adorned  with  taflelt 
Tafte,  V.  Fr.  to  feel— co  examine 
Tatarwagges,  m.  pi.  the  orig.  is — /Mkt  fiMmt  dk 

croUtf  all  bedaggled  with  dirt 
Taverner,  n.  Fr.  the  keeper  of  a  tavern 
Taufe,/r.  m.  the  conitellatioa  I'anru* 
Tawc,ji.  Sax.  tow 
TechCaV.  Sax.  teach 
Teio,  II.  feems  to  fignify  a  narrow  thin  pint  •! 

metal,  perhaps  from  the  Za/.  Gr.  fama. 
Temps,  tt.  Fr.  time 
Tene,  m.  Sax.  grief,  Cwf.  Am.  140 
Tene,  v.  to  grieve,  to  dMi6t 
Tercelet,tercell,ii.^r.thcmale  hawkgthemike^lc 
Terins,  n.  pi.  a  fort  of  finging  bird  ^aflcd  ia  Fn 

tarin.     i>ee  Cofgrave  in  v. 
Termagaunt,/r.  *. 
Terreftre,  n  Fr.  earthly 
Tcrjtaf!/.  Sax.  full  of  tears 
Tefteres,  n.  pi.  Fr.  headpiecca 
Teftes,  If.  pi.  Lat.  vcfielsfor  a^ying  metali 
Teftif,  adj.  Fr.  hcadilrong 
Tctch,  m.  as  Tachc 
Tewcll,  m.  Fr.  a  pipe  or  fimnel 
Textucl,  oflj.  Fr.  ready  at  citing  texts 
Thacke,  n.  Sax.  thitch 
Thacke,  v.  to  thomp,  to  thwack 
Than,  adv.  Sax.  quam^  hat. 
I'hank,    a.    Sax.   thankfalncfs,    good   wiU;    1% 

thanke —  is  taken  more-^ 

£j»  plat  grant  gte^fcai  rectus  orilg. 

So  the  phrafes  his  thankes,  hir  thankct^  aniwer  to 

the  French  fia  gre^  Umr  g;  / 
Thannc,  than,  adv.  Sax.  then 
Thar,  v.  Sax.  imperf.  behoveth 
Thatte,  that,  prm.  dem.  Sax.  ufed  as  a  relative^ 

thatte  Scint  lacier  had  j  fo  thii  verlc  fliQoId  ha 


tx< 
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written— that  he  txa^te^  at  much  ai  he  ^rat 
able,  fMoJ p^uk.'-^U  U  fometsmes  put,  not  inele- 
gantljr,  for  the  fame,  with  £ris,  and  that  the 
Sneft  of  the  lond,  of  fifli  and  flefli,  and  that  fo 

^  flenttooa;  ftall  fall  a  raia»  and  that  fo  wild 
woo^ 

Thatt^  that,  tm/.  SgjejmU,  Z^t. 

The  /r^^  ari.  Sast,  liie,  when  prefiied  to  ad- 
jediyea  pr  adverbt,  in  the  ampar,  dtg.  it  ^ene* 
rally  to  be  conOdered  as  a  corruption  of  kyt 
wh£^  #a«  commonly  put  by  the  Saxons  for 
f0m^  the  abUtive  m.  Jifi^.  qf  the  «ff .  /«#.  ofed  at 
a  pronoun.  The  mener,  eo  Uthu;  the  more 
tnery,  9»  Isihirti.  Of  the  fame  conibii^ion  are 
the  phfafcs — <yet  fare  they  the  werfe,  yet  (are  I 

. '  beVer  the  B^.  When  the  is  repeated  with  a 
Ifecood  emparativit  either  a^.  or  ^.  the  fuA 
the  i^  to  be  nnderftood  in  the  fenie  of  the  Lat 
ew— >The  more  it  brennerh  the  more  it  hath 
deiIre--to  ronfume  every  thing — ^  M^i— 


Apd  ay  the  farther  that  (he  was  in  age 
The  more  trewe  (if  that  it  were  pofflble) 
She  wat  to  him  in  loye,  and  more  peaible, 

^ometimet  the  firft  the  it  omitted,  at  in  the 
|>hrafet  ever  lenger  the  werfe ;  ever  lenger  the 
more ;  for  ccrtet  if  a  man  hadde  a  dedly  wound, 
ever  the  leii^r  that  he  taried  to  warifte  him- 
lelf  rhe  more  wold  it  corrupt— and  a^b  the 
wound  vroldbe  the  werlc  f6r  to hele 

The  «.  &x.  to  thrive 

iTheodome, ».  Sax,  thrift,  Aicceft 

Thefely,  a^.  &Mr.  like  a  thief 

Thennet,  chenne,  kdv.  Sat.  thence 

Thennetfortfi,  sdv.  Sa^.  from  th^etfortb,  from 
that  time  forward  '        '*"  '' 

Theodomat,^r.  JR. 

Theophraft,^r.  «. 

iTher,  adv.  &ix.  there,  in  that  place,  it  firegpently 
ufed  in  thefenfe  0f  wheire 

Ther,  in  compofition,  ftgni6ei  that,  without  io« 

'  chiding  4nyidea  of  place.    See  Here.'  Ther 

tauten,  thereagain,  therbeforne,  therby,  ther- 

fore,  thcrfro,  tl:^rgaine,  therof,  theron,  thertop 

therwith,  therwithall  *    • 

Thewes, «.//;  Sax.  mannert,  qualities 

Thtder,  Mn  Sax.  thither,  to  that  place 

Thiderward,  adv  Sax*  Coward  that  place 

Thilke,  adf.  Sax.  this  iame,  t'hat  lame 

Thinhe,«.^««.toconfider;  it  is  very  frequently  ufed 

^  atan  imperfonal  in  the^r.and/a.  i.  in  the  fenfc  o^ 

iieemeth  o^  femed  ;  me  thinketh,  faun  thinketh, 

him  thoughte,  hir  thoughte,  how  thinketh  youf 

lieto  thou^^te      ' 

Thinne,  adj.  Sax.  ilender,  (mail ;  a  thinne  imagi- 
'  nation, /«««f  imagiat:  a  thinne  fufpicion,  uxm 

Thirte^  ^t.  Sax.  to  pierce  throuj^ 

lliit,  prw.  dmw^.  Sax,  is  fomctimct  put  for  the 

prepofltive  arucle 
Thife,/A 
Tho,/r4^.  9tt.pL^%.  Sms,\MzA%  dcmonftrative 

pronoun,  thoSe  .     >  .    .     v 

Tho,  aJv,  Sax.  tlica  ' 


Thole,  V.  Sax.  to  fiitfer,  and  wfm  miAehmA 

male  eafe  fChnSL  for  man  thciled 
Thore,  is  put  for  there*  for  this  lake  of  ibe  rlifmc 
Thorpe,  x.  Sam.  a  village 
Thoaghten,/(s.  r. //.  ot  thinke, «.  Sam. 
Thrall,  *.  Sax.  a  (lave  or  vilkin 
Thfahe,  v.  to  enflave 
Thrafte,^a.  t.  of  threfte 
Thred-bare,  adj.  Sax.  having  the  threads  bare,  the 

nap  being  worn  away 
Thremote,  (hould  be  vrritten  in  two  words,  thre 

mote,  at  i|)  the  B^dL  mS.  Ma.  m.  Fr.utxi^ 

plained  ))j  potgrave  to  fignify,  among  other 

thingti  die  Dote  winded  by  a  hnatftnan  oo  h^ 

horn 
Threpe,  V.  Sax.  to  caU 
Threfie,  v.  Sax.  to  thf  uft 
ThrefwoM,  •.  Sax.  a  thre(hold 
Threte,  v.  Sax.  to  threaten 
Threttene,  mam.  Sax.  thirteen 
Thridde,  adj.  Sax.  third 
Thrie,  thries,  adv.  Sak.  thrice 
Thrilled,  for  thirled, /«.  #.  of  thirle 
Thringe,  v.  Sax.  to  thruft 
Thriae,/a.  t.  of  threfte 
Thronge,^a.  t.  of  thringe 
Thrupet,  for  thorpes 
Throftel,  If.  Sax.  a  thrulh 
Throw,  X.  Sax.  time ;  bu(  a  throw;  hut  a  Gtde 

while;  any  throw,  any  fpace  of  time ;  many  a 

throw,  many  timet 
Thruft,for  chwil,  x.  Sax.  thirft 
Thrufty,  lor  thurfty,  «jf.  Sxxl  thirfty 
Thurgh,/n^.  Sax.  throu|fa^  by'fneantoff 
Thurghfare,  m.  Sax.  a  pafbga 
Thurghout,/f^.  Sax.  throughout,  quite  diroii^ 
Thurmk,  X.  Sax.  the  hold  of  a  (hip 
Thwitel,  m.  Sax.  a  whittle,  cxbiihu 
Thwitten,/^/./a.  chipped  with  alpiife,whittledv 

Tidde,  pari.  pa.  of  tide, «.  Say.  happcaed;  thee 
(hulde  never  have  tidde  fo  £airc  a  grace,  lb  faix 
a  fortune  (hould  never  have  happened  to  thee 

Tidife,  X.  the  tltHfe  it  mentioned  is  an  incooftant 
bird  in  the  Lig.  rf  G.  ff^.  ver.  154 ;  atf  doth 
the  tidife  for  newnnglenefle«  Skipner  fsppofin 
it  to  be  the  titmoufe 

Tickel,  atg.  Sax.  uncertain 

Tilfprip.  Sax,  to,  hire  till,  to  her. 

Timbeftere,  x.  U  (uppofied  by  Lye,  [Sip»,  Liag. 
Ai^l,  in  v.]  to'mean  the  lame  with  tomhcftere. 
The  orig.  French  has  been  mioted  above  in  v. 
Saiioxfi,  which  Chaucer  has  t^u  imitated  ; 

There  vras  many  a  timbflkere 
And  (ailours,  fhat  I  dare  vreU  fwere 
Ycouthe  hir  crajft  full  narfitly. 
The  timbres  up  full  fttbtillv' 
Thei  caften,  and  hent  heni^Adl  of^ 
t^pon  a  finger  Aire  and  Ibift, 
Tbat  thei  ne  failed  never  mo. 

Accoi^li  to  AiM  de(cription  it  flumld  rather 
feem  that  a  timbeftere  was  a  woman,  who 
pUid  trickiinUi  timbicti  (bafoni  of  fome  fort 
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or  otber)lx7Jtbcowixig  tbcai  op  into  the  air  and 
catchiog  them  upoo  a  iiDglc  finger ;  a  kind  oi 
balance^jniftrda. 

Timbres, ».  //.  Fr.  baTont.    See  Tin^]^ere 

Tipet, «.  Sax*  a  cipM 

Tipped,  pmrt.pm.  headed*  coTered  at  the  tip  or 
top 

Tiptootty  II.  pL  8aM,  tiptoei,  the  extremities  of  the 
toes 

Tare, «.  Tr.  to  pinch,  to  feed  upon  in  the  manner 
of  birds  of  prey ;  for  h)ke  how  that  a  gofliauke 
tyreth 

Tiflue,  m  Fr^  a  riband 

Tite,  for  tideth  h»ppeneth 

Ticeringf  «.  Sax»  coiirtfiup 

Titelet,«^.  Sm  without  title 

Ttttts  Limiy/i'.  u,  the  Roman  hiilonaii 

To,Wv.£«r.  coo 

To,/r^.  1$^.  to  day,  on  this  day.;  to  morwe,  on 
the  morrow,  the  foUowing  day ;  to  yere,  in  this 
year.— To,  in  compofttion  with  Terhs,  is  gene- 
rally aagmentatftv<Q»  the  helmes  they  to-hewen 
and  to-&rede»  i.  t.  hewe  and  cut  to  pieces ;  the 
bones  they  to«breftc,  L  t.  break  in  pieces;  to- 
broften,  to-daflied,  much  bmiled ;  to-rent,  rent 
in  pieces;  to«fwinke,  labour  greatly— ^me- 
times  the  W».  all  is  added;  al-to-rent;  ali-to- 
fliare ;  entirely  cut  to  pieces;  aU^to-ihent;  en- 
tirely ruined. 

Tofbre,  toforen^/r^.  Sau  before 

Togithers,  oAr  ^^m.  together 

Told,  /«.  #.  of  tell,  nr.  Sax*  Accounted 

Tombcftere,  »•.£«».  a  dancing  woman 

Tombeikeres,//. 

Tomedes,  Ihonld  be  written  as  two  words;  to 

.  txitdit  or  to  medes,  according  to  the  Saxon  ulage, 
iignifics  for  reward,  in  return 

Tone, «.//.  SoM.  toes 

Tonne-gret,  adj.  of  the  circumference  of  a. tun 

Toos,fl.f/LasTone 

Toretes,jt»//.  Fr.  rings  . 

Terne,-«.  fr.  to  turn,  tbe  devil  out  of  his  Ikinne 
him  tocne !  may  the  devil  turn  him  iniide  out ! 

Tomed,/ar/./a. 

Tortous,  a^.  ¥r>  oblique,  winding 

Totelor,  ••  a  whifpexer,  Mgla^^  fifurrt^  Prmpt, 
Farv. 

Totty,  adj.  5Stir.  dizzy 

Tough,  af.  Sax,  difficult;  and  maketh  it  foU 
toughf  and  takes  a  great  deal  of  pains;  or 
make  it  tough,  or  uke  pains  about  it ;  and 
made  it, neither  tough  ne  queint;  made  no 
difficulty,  or  ilrangenef«; 

Al  be.  it  ye  make  it  j^ver  (a  tewche» 
To  me  your  bbour  Is  in  vane. 

.  Mil  Hiaitiaad,  Tie  Moumiag  Maidtx. 

Will.  Swane  makis  wonder  tewche 

lUd,  FtkluU  tbe  play,  ft.  SI. 

Tought,  ff^*  Sax,  tight 
Tour,  «.  Fr,  a  tower 

Xourret, «.  fliould  be  written  CoorettCy  as  in  mff« 
HQD|er,  a  turret  or  (maU  tower 


Tout,  II.  the  bacUide 

Towail,*,  Fr,  a  towel 

Towardes,/r4^.  Sax.  toward  « 

Towel,  a.  is  perhaps  put  i<k  tewel»  d  pipe',  Chd 
fundament 

Trace,  n.  Fr,  a  track  or  path — a  train' 

Trade,/a.  t,  ot  tread,  v.  Sax.  tfod 

Tragetour,*.  asTregetour 

Traie,  v,  Fr,  to  betray  W"^ 

TraiSk ».  pi.  Fr.  traits,  the  traces  by  which  horfes 

TramiffiBne,/r.  «.  a  kingdom  in  Africa 

Traofmewe,  v,  Fr,  to  tranform 

Trappures, ».//.  bark  Lot.  the  clothes  with  which 

'  horfes  were  covered  for  parade.  See  Dm  Caage 
in  V.  Trappatura  « 

Tlraihed,/«r#.  pa,  betrayed 

Trate,  x,  Bp.  Douglas  frequently  nfes  trat  for 
an  old  woman,  JBn,  vii.  416,  hnmltut  f^e  traxt* 
farmat  axilet'^-^he  renders — and  hirinfchapii 
transformyt  of  ane  trat 

Trave,  n^  Fr.  travail,  a  frame  in  which  Cirricra 
put  unruly  horfes 

Tre^.  Sax^  a  tree,  wood»  Crifbs  tre,  the  cro(t 

Trechour,  x,  Fr.  a  cheat 

Trede-foule,  •.  a  treader  of  henf,  a  cock    . 

Tregetour,  x.  a  juggler 

Trenchant,  pari,  pr,  Fr,  cutting 

Trental,  x.  Fr.  was  a  fervice  of  50  mafles,  which 
were  ufually  celebrated  upon  as  many  different 
days,  for  the  dead.     Dy  Caxge  in  v.  Trenta/e 

Trepeget,  x.  Fr.  a  military  engine.  See  Dx  Caxge. 
in  V.  Trebiubettm 

TreffiB,  X.  Fr.  an  artificial  lock  or  gathering  oC 
hair,     flee  J>x  Cofige^  in  v.  Trica,  Treeia 

Trtttedfpari.  pa,  gathered  in  a  treis  or  trcflfts 

•Treflbur,  «..  an  inftrument  ufed  in  treffing  the 
hair,  or  an  ornament  of  it  when  uefled.  See 
Dx  Caxge  in  V.  Trejforium 

Tretable,  adj,  Fr,  traetable 

Trete, «.  Fr,  to  treat,  to  diicourfe 

Tretce, «.  treaty 

Trctis,  X,  treaty 

Tretis,  adj.  Fr.  long  and  well  proportioned , 

Trewe,  x.  Fr.  a  truce 

Trewc,  adf.  Sax.  true  faithful 

Tnie*love, «.  Mr.  Steevcns  has  very  obligxnglf 
fuggefted  to  me  that  there  is  a  herb  called  true- 

^  love,  according  to  Gerard,  in  his  Herbal,  edit. 
^597»  P*  33S>  ffarbaFojht  **  One  berrie  or 
**  herbe  truelove— >a(  the  very  top  whereof 
*'  come  forth  fower  leaves  dire^y  fet  one 
"  againil  another,  in  manner  of  a  Bui^nnioa 
**  crofs,  or  a  true  love  knot,  for  which  caufe 
'*  among  the  aoncients  it  hath  been  called  herbe 
"  true-love"  This  herb,  however,  to  the  bell  oC 
my  remembrance,  is  rather  too  large  to  be  car* 
ried  conveniently  under  the  tongue.  A  trew- 
love  of  the  fame  or  another  fort  is  mentioned 
in  the  concluding  ftaosa  of  Tbe  Court  *fL»ve  ;  ^ 

Eke  cche  at  other  threw  the  floures  bright, 
The  primerofe,  the  violete,  and  the  goidi 
So  than  as  I  beheld  tbe  royal  fi?lit 
My  lady  gan  me  fodcnly  behold. 
And  with  a  trewelovy  pitted  many  a  fold; 
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Shefinote  me  through  tl*c  very  heart  as  blivc, 
And  Venot  yet  I  thaokc  I  am  alive. 

Triade, «.  />.  eorrtiptioo  of  theriaque,  a  remedy 
iogmeral 

Trice,  •.  Smx.  to  thmft 

Trie,«i^.  tried  or  refined,  Oloff.  t/r; 

TriU;  V.  Sax.  to  twirl,  to  turn  round 

— «-  9.  MKf.  to  roll,  to  trickle 

Trine,  «^.  /r.  triple ;  trine  coffipas;  the  "tririity; 
See  Compaq. 

Trlppeiit.  evidently  means  a  TmaH  pifecc  of  cheefe; 
its  iribu  ^unfagoi^  in*  Tr.  are  the  fmalleft  fticks 
in  »  wggOt»  Cotgrave 

Trifle,  V.  for  trufte 

Trifle,  ».  a  |K>ft  or  flation  iii  htirlfing,  C^nttt,—^ 
This  feems  to  he  the  tnle  meaning  of  the  word, 
thdugh  the  etymddgy  is  hot  fo  clear 

Triiih|>e,  •.  Fr.  t  trumpet 

Tromponr,  m,  a  trumpeter 

Trondiotin,  d.  Fh,  ^  ipeai  widioiit  a  head 

Troo,  m.  Fr,  a  throne 

Trophee,  fr.  m.  it  occurred  t6  me  that  the  reie« 
rence  might  poflihly  be  to  the  original  of  the 
Trothis  and  Cn^leide,  which  according  m  L|d- 
^te  was  called  Trophe,  but  1  cannot  find  any 
iuch  pailage  as  is  here  quoted  in  the  Filollratd. 

•trottlia,  fr.  n. 

Trouble,  «jf.  Fr.  dark,  gloomy, 

Troiibler,  (9mf,  d. 

Tro^ahdifjc.  for  Traandiffe 

Trof^e.  ♦.  5Wx  to  bchcve 

Ti^andife, ».  Fr.  begging,  trtiandiog 

ToUe,  V.  Smx.  to  allure 

TallitiSj/r.  «.  M.  Tullius  Cicero 

Tnrkeis,  k,  F>.  a  fort  of  precious  (toti« 

Turkeii,  aif.  Fr,  Turkifh 

Turmentife,  n.  Fr,  tormedt 

Tanrea,^.  of  turf,  n.  Sitx.    ' 

Twaine,  tway,  twey,  twcine,  mtmer,  SJtx.  tird 

Tweifold,  aJj.  Sac.  double 

Twies,  adv.  Sax.  twice 

Twight,  fa.i.  &.  fart,  of  twitch,  «.  Sax,  pulled, 
plucked 

Twione,  V,  Sax-  to  depart  fri>m  a  place  or  thing 

Twinned, /«r#.  fa,  fcpirated 

Twire,  T,  twireth  feems  to  be  thfe  tranllatiim  of 
/w/iirrat,  fpoken  of  a  bird 

Twifl,  m,  Sa*.  a  twig 

Twillc,  V.  Sax.  to  cwitch#to  pull  hard 

Twifte,/«.  i.  twitched 


Valence,  pr.  *.  Valencia  in  Spain,  Oloff  CTr. 

Valerie, /r.«. 

Valerie,  Valerius,  ^r.  a.  Valerius  Mazimoi 

Valure,  a,  Fr.  value 

Varicn,  iti/.  m.  v,  Fr,  to  change,  to  alter 

Varien,  variaunt, /«rf.  fr.  changeable 

Vaflalage,  m.  Fr,  valour,  courage 

Vavafour,  m.  probably  a  meddUng  hnidlord 

Vaontour,  a.  Fr,  a  boafier 

Vecke,  M.  Ital.  an  old  woman 


Veinc-blodc,  n.  blood  drawn  from  a  wA 

Vcndablc,  n.  Fr.  to  be  fold 

Venerir,  n.  Fr.  hunting 

Venge,  v.  f0V  to  revenj^e 

Vcninie,  •.  Fr.  poifon,  venom 

Ventduflng,  k.  Fr.  cupping 

Vcr,  H,  Lot.  the  fpring 

Verament,  ad^.  Ft.  truly 

Vcray,  a^.  Fr.  true 

Verdegfcfe,  W.  Fir.  vfrd^grh,  the  rufl  of  brafe,  ftf 
called  from  its  colour,  a  gray  gfean 

Verdite,  m,  Fr,  judgment,  fenteoce 

Verger, «.  Fr.  a  garden 

Vermeile,  a^,  Fr,  ot  k  Vermilion  colbur ' 

Vermelet,  adj.  as  Vermeile 

Vemage,  a  kind  of  wine 

Vernicle,  H.  diminutive  of  Favdh^  FP.  a  copy  in 
miniature  of  the  pi^hire  of  Chrift,  Which  n  fop. 
poled  to  htie  Keen  mtraculouily  impHnted  upon 
a  handkerclfief  p^lei  ved  m  the  church  of  St. 
Peter  at  Rome,  Dm  -Camge  m  v.  P^ervmea.  ^Mad^r^ 
F9rm.  Axf  P-  4l8.  T^am.  JoB.  de  Nrviti,  ao. 
i$96.  **  Item  Boihino  Ardnepifcnpo  fiborum 
•»  fratri  meo,  i.  vefHmentum  rubeufh  db  velvet 
••  cum  le  Ftrttikt  [r.  Fertkike]  in  gfafin  rofarum 
**  demper^-siM^a,[r.^^m/a/a.*']  It  il^ai  ufed  lor 
}>erfbnsretumiogfrom  pilgrimages  teiiiriBgwirh 
them  certain  tokens  of  t)^  fifVml  places  wbkh 
they  had  vifited,  and  therefore  the  Pardoner, 
who  is  jufl  arrived  from  Rdme,  Is  reprefentrd 
with  a  vernicle' fewed  \afon  hia  cappc.  See 
FUrce  PhugB^  iS,  b.— 

J^Xi  hundred  amples  on  hyi  h^tte  fctte, 
Synget  of  Sinay  and  (helles  of  Calice  •, 
And  many  a  crouch  on  his  duke  iod  kayet 

of  Rome, 
7*he  FernteU  before,  for  men  Hkmld  lofowe 
And  fe  by  hys  fignes  whom  be  fought  hadde. 

Vemiih,  v.  Fr.  to  vamifll  ' 

V*rrt,  ft.  Fr^  gUrfi 

Veri'ifiour,  a  Fr,  a  maket  of  itrleB,a  poet 

Venules,  adj.  without  cftcacy 

Vertuous,  adf  Fh.  adlifc,  cffioacioua 

VefTcU,  m.  Pr.  ^ifdU,  plate 

Ugll^f  0^  Sax.  horrid,  Irightfal 

Viage,  m.  Fr.  a  jouraey  by-^fca  or  land 

Vicary, «.  Lot.  a  vicar 

Vk^  ».  Fir.  the  newd  cir  upright  cemttof  a  wiid'^ 
ing  (laircafe 

Vigik,  M.  Fr.  the  eve  of  a  feftival,  die  wake  or 
watching  of  a  dead  body 

Vigilic, «.  I,at.  as  Vigiie 

Viknit,  4.  Fr.  any  thing  nnbecuning  a  gemle- 
man 

Vioolent,  adj.  Lad.  full  of  wine 

Virelaye,  m,  Fr.  a  round  frcanai»*s  fong,  Ctit^ram, 
Thert  is  a  particular  dckripcion  of  a  ^^srtai  in 
the  Jardin  tAt  FUifatut^  fbl.  IS.  where  u  makca 
the  detimaftxtaJfteUs  rhtUrkt  GaUieam 

Virgile,  pr.  a. 

Vil'age,  V.  Fr.  to  front,  to  £ice  a  thing 

^'diCf  H.  in  mf.  A,  ve**  §  perhaps  we  (kould  tad 
»Mfl:Oatu.  rcrt^i(fhoaMbeCa!ltc4 
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^tfe,  a  Sqob  word  figoifyiog  viokoce,  ia^etii- 

ofity 
Vicaille, «.  Fr.  Tiduais 
Vitelion,^.  m,  ^ 

pnbetide,  v.  Saae,  to  fail  to  happen 
Unbodie, «.  Smx,  to  leave  the  bodf 
ilnbokel,  v.  Ft.  ia  mohvdkie,  to  optti 
Unee,  m.  Fr.  Lot,  ounce 
Uocomrakted,  fdt^  fa,  office  dncomaiitted  tA  a- 

oojeth 
ViicoMngyfirt,ffr.  ipiormt 
Udeamiag,  ar.  ignorance 
Vncdvcnabk,  «^':  mcoo^ment 
Uocoaple,  v.  to  so  loofe,  mcuphor  Droitfhot&di 
Uncoupliiige«  *.  letting  loole,'  /ftr.  377 
tJncouth,/«r#./«.  vnknown.  See  Couth— Jiuoeom- 

oion.  not  vulgar,  elegant 
Uilcbbtfaly,  mi9.  nneonMonlf 
Undepartake,  tidj.  not  capable  of  departing 
Underfbng,  v.^Atar.  to  Undertake 
Undergrowe,  /o^  ^.nndergrQ^ny  of  i  bur  Ma- 
ture 
Underling,  n.  Ssm.  an*  mferkur 
Undermelc,  J9.  •S'tfsr.  lamratbefmcJinSe^tc^belSeTe, 

that  un^ermele  ii^nifiea  ibo  time  alter  the  aieal 

of  dinner^'the  aftemnbor;  mditw^  ptfmtfUkt^ 

F>9mf.  Parm, 
Undem*  n,  Smx.  the  third  hoar  of  the  artifical  day, 

nine  of  the  clock,  tiU  k  wat  todeme  hpgh  and 

more,  Cmf.  Am,^6i^  b. 
Und^ndme,^.  #.  of  onderaaiiie,  v.  Sax.  todt  np, 

received 
Underpight,/«.  t.  See  Pight;  he  dranke  and  wel 

his  ginied  underpight,  he  drank  and  ftuffed  hk 

girdle  well 
Uoderfpore,  v.  Sax.  to  raife  a  thing  by  patting  a 

Ipear  or  pol^  snder  it 
Underftonde,  fmrt.  pa.  onderfiodd  «> 

Undo, «.  Sax.  to  nnfold 
Undoubtoua(  adf,  undoubted  ;  iaduRtaia,  orlg.  See 

Do'atont  [orig. 

Uoefchaable,  oif.  Som.  anavoidable ;   bu^kaiUi, 
Unefe,  m.  uncafinefi 

tJo-eth,  an-ethes,  adv.  Sax.  icarcely,  not  eaiUy 
Unfamnut,  a^.  unknown 
Unfeftliche,  aJ^  net  fuitable  to  a  fcaft 
Uogodely,  Mg.  unciwi;  uogentec) ;  that  I  n*<dde 

holde  hire  ungoddy  ;  ortg.  fmjemt  tmifi  i  vt- 

iaine 
VogrHbk,  «$.  oBpieafant,  diiagrceaUe,  Myr«tei, 

orig. 
Unhek,  *.  Sax.  miafortone 
Unhide,  v.  to  diicover 
Unjoine,  vw  tO  feparate,t»  disjoin 
Ultkindety,  ddv.  unnator^y 
Uoknowable,  atg.  incapable  of  being  know9 ;  igf^ 

ratilei,  orig. 
Unletted,^r.  /a.  ondiftorbed 
Unloven,  v.  to  ceafe  loving 
Unluft,  *.  diilike 
Unmanhode,  m.  cowardice 
Uonitghty,  a<lf.  onable 
Unpercgal,  atfj,  unequai,  mfar,  otig^ 
.  Uopin,  V.  Sau.  to  unlock  . 
Unpitooii  aJf'  crud ;  imfU 
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Unplite»  9.  to  unfold 
Unreft,  m.  want  of  rcfti  OBeififledii  tronble 
Unrefty,  ^J,  unquiet 
Unrigkt,  *.  wrong 
Unikd,A{f.  onfteacly. 
Unioasce, «.  not  fbience 
Unfely,  oig.  imhappy 

Unlet,  fari.  pa.  not  appointed  ' 

Un(hette,/w.  /.  opened 

UnikilfnUy,  aJh.  &».  wkbcRxtreafoif;  Ujur\i;wif^ 
Unflekked,  fart.  fa.  anflacked 
Un(lept,/«MrC  fa.  having  had  no  fleep 
Unlbf t,  «#.  hard 

Unfolempoe,  tfijf.  uncelebrated ;  iaeMrisf  wig* 
Unfperde,  ^ar#.^.  unbolted 
IMftaneheAl^i  aJf.  incxhaoftable ;  Uexbamjla^  orig: 
^nflanched,  fart.  fa.  unTatisfied;  iatxfltiami  orig.' 
Unfufficient,  atB.  infufficient 
UnfweU,  V.  to  fail  after  fwelling 
Unthank,  a.  no  thanks,  ill  wiU 
Until, /r^.  Sax.  to,  unttf 
Untime,  m,  an  unfeafonable  time 
UstOy  ad9^  Saxn  imtil 
UniS^Abfte,  «j^  not  admitting  lAy  treaty,  ^iW 

Untfc£bd,/iirl:.  fa,  not  tied  in  a  treft  or  treflor  ' 
Untriite,  for  untroi^  «.  tomifiniit 
Untn^  i».  diftnift 

Unuiage,  m,  want  of  Qi^[e ;  hfitexiiat  or%» 
>  Unware,/«r<.  fa.  unforeieen 
Unweld,  at^.  unwieldy 
Unwemmed,^ar#.^.  unfpottcd 
Uhweting,  fori.  fr.  not  knowmg;  mweuogi  6f 

this  Dorigen,  Dorigen  not  knowing  of  this 
Unwetingly^4^.  ignoraatly 
VttwiMk^far;.fa.  Unknown  ^^  unwift  of  him.  it  te^ 

ing  unknown  to  him,  not  knowing 
Unwit,  •.  want  of  wit 
Unwoce,  v.  Sax*  to  be  ignorant 
Unwrie,  v.  to  uncovc^ 
Un7olden,/er/.  fa.  not  having  yielded 
VoKle,  V.  Fr.  to  renlove,  to  quit,  to  make  tmpty » 
Voide,  9.  ani.  to  depart,  to  go  away 
Voided,pMr#.  fa.  remoted 
Volage»  atg.  Fr.  light,  giddy 
Volatile,  m.  Fr,  wild  fowls,  game 
Volu^  a.  Fr.  Witt 
Volupere,  ii»a  womaif ifaip^,  m  nightcap,  vtlyftr^ 

hrcbiTf  ttrtfrxm^  Ptaa^  Farv.  but  tker^hmm  6^ 

hifies,  prepe^ty»  a  v^.  Set  Da  Cai^e  in  v. 
Vouche,  V.  Fr.  voucben  fiuif,  to  vouchfafe ;  vouch** 

eth  iaof,  vouchiafe  ye;  aa  ye  have  made  preieni 

the  hmg  vouches  it  lave 
Vp.frtf.  Sax,  upon ;  ther  lith  on  up  my  wombe 

and  up  my  bed ;  there  Uetk  one  uppi>my  belly 

and  upon  my  head;  up  peine,  apo»  pMnj  ip 

peril,  upon  peril 
Up,  «^  Aur.  upon  load,  np  in  the  country ;  up 

lb  doun,  npfide  dowo;  the  londe  was  touraed 

up  fo  dona,  C«|^.  ^fai.  37t  259  -^Bot  Pandavo 

up,  an  elliptical  exprelEon^  of  which  it  is  not 

eafy  to  give  the  pmile  meaning 
Upper,  Mfli^.^  higher 
Upliaf,/«.  t.  of  i^eve, «.  Sax.  heaved  up 
Uphf ping,  n.  5(at,  acevmuUtian ;  (xmuhfmi  orig. 
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Upon,  aiif,  he  had  upon  a  cwiftepy^  gyctte^ht 
had  on  A-«ouimv  te  orpeilMptU  bandl^* 

.  tical  expreiHon  tor  he  had  opMi  hint 

Uppereft,  adJ./uptrL  highcft 

Upright,  aij*  Ssx*  ftimight ;  upright  as  a  hok; 
Araight  as  an  arr^w :  it  is  applied  indifiaHml^ 

;    to  perlbni  lying  as  well  as  lUndinf  : 

Urchoxi, «.  a  hed^h^f 

Ure,  m.  Fr,  fortune,  deftiny 

l^nd,  «ijf.  ibrtnnate;  wcKiired 

U(age,  II.  fr.  cxpcrieocei  prwftice 

Ufant,  jtmrt.  fir^  iV.  u&ng,  accMAomtd  • 

Utter,  tfoOT/.  d,  of  out,  aJv,  Smx.  oitwted,  moti 
out 

Utterefte  J»/«r/.  i.  ottnAMft 

Utterly,  Wv.  fir.  omMimmd^  thoMvghly,  cnti^iBly 

TJttren,  imf  m,  ofuttet ,  v.  Ssx%  to  p^Ufli 

Uttren,/r.  /.//.  give  out,  iell 

^. 

Wade,/r.  a. 

Wadt,«.  Sd*,  IM.  topaTsihrM^htvaterwithottt 

fwimming,  to^pafii-geMrrilf 
Wakfcn,  m  ^  feHers  ol  waCcrt,  a  Ifltt  of  eakea 
Wafodres, «.  //» wafersi  a  Hort  of  cakes 
Va^et.  Upon  the  whole,  I  helieUce  thai  a  ligiit  wa^ 

get  fluwld-he  undcrftnod  to  mean  ft^lif^t  hhic 

colour 
V^aSmenting, «.  Sox.  lamenCAtioii 
"Waine, «.  .Sax.  a  Wagon 
Vfatte,  t».  />.  to  watch 
Vakc, «.  Aur.  to  watih 
Walachie,^r.  n,  Walaehia 
Wala  w»l  or  wa  la  wa  I  hottj.  Sax.  wo !  alas !  wa^ 

U  wa  the  nfhiie  1  alas  the  time ! 
Walnete, ».  Sax.  a  walnut,  i.  i.  a  French  ot  foreign 

nut 
*Walwe,  V.  Sax.  to  tumble  aWut,  to  waUow 
Walwingj/mV. /f^ 
Wan,  /wr  I.  of  win, «.  Sdx,  gained 
Wane,  v.  Sax.  to  decreafe 
Wang,  If.  Sax.  a  cheek-tdoth 
Wanger,  «.  Sax.  a  fupport  for  the  cheeky  a  pUkiW 
Wanhope,  m.  Sax.  defpair 
Wantruft,  m.  Sax.  diftruft 
Waped,/«rl.  fa.  Sav.  fkupified 
Wardccorps,  m»  Fr.^  bodyguard 
Wardetn,  a.  Fr,  a  warden  of  a  college,  a  guard,  a 

keeper  of  a  gate  s  wardeins,  ^.  guard,  watch- 
men 
Warderere,  periiaps  a  cormplioa  of  the  Fionch 

gank  atritt* 
Wmrdrope,  m.  Ft.  garint^,  a  houie  of  off  ee 
Wasiangles^    Setf  Cttgrtn^  iar,  .Fit  and  £iigt^, 

where  he  explains  the  warianglr  to  be  a  u|atl 
'  woodpeekttr,  black  and  white  of  colour,  and  hut 

half  as  big  as  the  ordinary  green  one 
Warice,  wariib,  v.  Fr.  to  heal ;  «.  nttOi  to  reeof  er 

fromficknefs 
Warifon,  h.  fcems  to  be  put  for  reward ;  /m  mnitt, 

orig.  vmri/oM,  donativum^  Prompt.  Far¥. 
Warne,  v.  Sai .  to  caution,  to  appriib,  to  refttfe 
Warneitore, «.  to  furnifii,  to  fiore 
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Waihen,/ar/.  /«.  of  wafli,  «.  Sax. 

Waftel-brede,  cake*bread,  faraad  ouute  of  the  fiadt 
flour,  from  the  French  ffjf^am^  a  cake 

Waftoor,  «.  Fr.mi^nCkx 

Watc,  V.  SoM.  Mknow 

Watering  of  Seial  ThMai»a  place  for  watering 
hotfe,  I  foppofe,  a  lit'le  oot  of  tliC  boraugh  «f 
SMtfMVBikb  in  the  rtaad  to  Caitfnrhiry.  The 
fiune  place,  I  apprehend,  was  afterwards  called 
8t.  Thomas  a  Waucings,  probakfy  from  isakt 
chapel  dedicated  to  that  iamt.  U  was  a  pkue  cf 
execution  in  Quaeb  &Iisaheth*s  tinse.  Wmi^ 
Jkk*.  Onm.  u-%1^ 

Waclynge-fbrete,  an  <^  (breet  in  Ijoodon 

WaifcvA*  *'  ofwewre,^  Sax,  w««b 

Wawe,  m.  Sax,  a  wave 

Way,  «•  Sax.  is  often  p«t  for  the  tine  in  which  i 
certain  ^pacc'dui  he  paflod  through  ;  a  furlong 
liray,  mUe  way,  any  Ihort  time-^'-flC  th^efle 
Wi|(i^  Sretes  to  ngmfy  no  more  than  at  the  lei^ 
at  Icaft-— a  devil  way,  a  twenty  devil  way 

Way,  adv.  away  3  da  way,  d«  a^my,  put  awaf 

Wi^V.  Sax^  to  weigh,  to  ptftia  with  weight 

Webbe,  He  JW^  a  wo^^por 

Wedda,  m-  Sam*  a  pawn  or  pledge;  to  wcdde  for 
a  pawn ;  and  Icyde  to  wedde  Normandae 

Wede,  0.  Sax.  clothing,  appaivl;  under  wede  feesak 
to  O^fy,  fianply,  m  my  dothing     • 

Wede,  H.  Sax.  a  weed,  an  ufidefs  herb 

Wehee,  a  Word  tociprefii  the  neighing  of  a  horfe 

Weive,  v.  Sax,  to  forfake,  to  decline,  to  refiifi? 

WciVe, «.  ami.  to  depart 

Weived,/tar#.  j^.  dflpaited 

Wcke,  V.  Sax.  to  grow  weak 

Weke,ii^.i;«».  weak 

Wei,  adv.  Sax.  well,  in  a  good  condition ;  wel  waa 
the  wenche  with  hini  mighte  mete ;  wel  were 
they  that  thider  might  twin :  it  is  joined  to 
other  adverbs  and  a^e^ves,  as  fiiU  and  ri^ 
are,  and  ftfll  more  frequently  to  vcriia»  in  the 
fenfie  of  the  French  Ska 

Welde,  V.  Sax.  to  govern,  to  vAM 

WeUy,  adf.  Sax.  aAitfe 

Wcic,  mdv.  for  well 

Welt,  II.  Sax.  wiealih,  prolperity 

Weleful,  aijf.  produdivc  of  happkieft 

Wekfttlncis,  m.  Sax.  happinela 

Welke,/a.  i.  of  walk,  v.  Sax.  vralked 

Wclked,  fart,  fa,  of  wclke,  o.  iSbr.  withered^ 
mouldy 

Welkin,  m.  Sax,  the  flcy 

Well,  a.Sax,  a  fpring 

Welle,  V.  Sax.  to  flow  as  firtHn  a  fprtng 

Wdmeth,  feems  to  be  put  for  welleth,  Ijpringeth 

Wfke,  pa.uoi  wolde,  governed  wielded 

WeUthewed,  aig.  Sax.  endowed  with  good  quali- 
ties 

Welwilty,  a^.  Sax.  favMrable,  propitious 

Wemme, .«.  Sax.  a  fpot,  a  &alt 

Wenche,  m.  Sax*  a  young  woman 

Wend,  for  wened  fa.  t.  of  wune,  thought,  intended  . 

Wcndc,  V.  Sax,  to  go 

Wende,  n.  Sax.  gucis,  copjednlti  perh^  for 
wcnc 
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Wene^n.  Sav»  gQeft,<iippo(icimi;  withotiteo  wene, 

.  not  by  fuppoilcion,  ceruinl/g 
Wcnc,  V.  Sax.  to  think,  to  fttppofe 
Went,  part.  pa.  of  weode,  gone 
Wente,  went,  pa.t.  of  wende;  went  at  borde, 

lived  as  a  boarder 
Went,  M.  a  way,  a  paflage,  tarn  in  walking ;  in 

bed 
Went,  for  want 

Wcp,/tf.  /.  of  wepe,  9,  Sar,  wept     . 
Wcpely,  tfijf.  Sar.  caofing  tears' 
Wepen,  «r.  Sax.  a  weapon 
Werche, ».  &  v.  as  Werkc 
Were,  for  weren,  ind,  m.  pa.  t.  pi.  of  am,  v.  Sax, 

it  is  fometimes  nfed  for  had,  according  to  the 

j^.  coftom,  with  refle^ed  verbs,  ttffe  riaivmret^ 

were  fet  hem  in  a  uvem  for  to  drinke— «*e^«fff 

«r/i,  setoteni  ajps 
Wtftjitlj.  w.  pa.  t.Jing.  e.  g.  as  it  were ;  if  on  of 

hem  were;   whether  flie  were;    were  it;  it 

were  a  game 
Were, «.  Sax.  to  wear,  to  defend 
Were,  n.  Fr,  guerre^  conftilion ;  his  herte  in  fucb 

a  were  is  fet,  fin  ewur  a  wtyt  tn  tH  guerre ; 

and  in  a  were  gan  I  wexe  atid  with  myfetf  to 

difpute 
Were,  m.  Sax,  for  catching  fifli 
Weren, /«.  /.  pi,  of  am.  «.  Sat.  were 
Werke,«.  Sax,  work;  werkes//. 
Werke,  v.  Sax.  to  work 
Weme,  v.  as  Warne 
Werre,  m.  Fr,  war 

Werrie,  v  Fr.  to  mike  war  againft  i 

Werfe,foM^.  i.  of  ill,  adv.  Sax.  worfe 
Werfe,  cmap.  i.  of  bad,  adj.  Sax.  worfe 
Vrerfic, fiptrl.  d.  of  bad,  worft 
Wcry,  a^.  Sax.  weary 
Wefh,  Pit.  i.  of  wafh,  v.  Sav.  walhed 
Weftren,  hf.  m.  y.  Sax.  to  tend  toward  the  weft 
Wete,  adj.  Sax.  wet 
Wete,  V.  Sax.  |o  wet 
Wete,  V.  Sax.  to  know 

Wether,  a.  Sax.  the  weather— a  caftrated  ram 
Weting,  a.  Sax.  knowledge 
Wcve,  t».  Sax.  to  weave 

Wevc,  V.  Sax.  to  put  off.  to  prevent.    See  Wcive^ 
Wex,/a.  /.  of  waze  or  wexe,  v!  ^nx.  waxed,  grew 
Wexing,/«r/.  pr.  increafing 
Wcyeden,  pa.  t.  pi.  weighed.  Sec  Wayc 
What,  pron  iatermg.  Sax.  is  often  ofed  by  itfelf  as  a 

fort  of  interje^on  ;  what ! 
What,  prw.  Inief.  fomething,  a  little ;  what  for 

love  and  for  dillrefs,  partly  for  love  and  partly  for 

diftrefs;  wete  ye  what  ?  do  ye  know  ibmetfalbg  ? 
•     ne  eUes  what  \  nor  any  thing  elfc  — What,  when 

joined  to  a  n.  fidfi.  (either  expre^d  or  under- 

ftood)  is  a  mere  adj.  anfwering  to  qvalit,  Ljtt. 

9v^,  Ft.  what  they  weren,  what  mei)  they  weae; 

what  fo^  what  that,  whatfoever 
WJieder,  t^.  Sax.  whether 
Whelm,  V.  Sax.  to  fink,  to  deprelt 
Whennes,  adv.  Sax.  whence 
Wher,  coaf.  Sax.  whether 
Whersaiv.  ^Isr.  where 
Wher,  in  compoiiti9n|  fignifiet  vhidk    See  H^e 

Vot.l. 
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and  Ther— r-W^^Korc,  wberto,  wfaertbrongl^ 

wherwith,  when  n£ed  interrogatively,  wherof« 

wherwich 
Whether,  ad^.  Sax.  which  of  two 
Whette,  part.  pa.  of  whet,  v.  Sax.  (harpened 
Whiche,  prm.  rel.  Sax,  who,  whom,  at^.  wha(j( 

what  fort  of 
Y^hile,  IT.  Sax.  tli|ie ;  in  this  mene  while,  in  tha 

mean  time;  hovf  he  might  quite  hire  while, 

how  he  might  requite  her  time,  pains,  ^  Go^ 

can  ful  wel  your  while  quite 
Whilere,  adv.  ^x.  fometime  ^forc 
Whiike,  a^g.  Sax.  which 
Whilom,  adv.  Sax.  once,  on  a  time 
Whine,  v.  Sax.  to  utter  a  plaintive  Qtf 
White,  «djr.  Sax.  iair,  fpecious 
White,  V.  to  grow  vrhite 
Who,  proa,  interrog.  Sax* 
Whps,  gen.  ca.Jmgm 

Who,  prim.  rel.  Sax.  k  k  generally  exp^efled  bf 

that 
Whos,^  ta.Jing, 
Who^prcm,  ittdef. 

For  wel  thou  woft  the  napie  m  yet  of  her 
Amonget  the  people,  as  who  fayth  halowed  i% 

where  as  who  fayth  feems  to  be  equivalent  to  a^ 
one  fliould  iay:  the  fame  phrafe'is  fometimes 
nfed  to  introduce  a  fuller  explanation  of  a  paf- 
fage,  as  we  might  nie— that  is  to  fay— >who  fo^ 
who  that,  whofoevcr 

Wide-where,  adv.  Sax.  widely,  far  and  near 

Wierdes,  «.  pi.  Sax.  the  Fates  or  Deftinies 

Wif,  H.'Sax.  a  wife,  a  Woman 

Wifhood.n.  Sax.  the  Aate  of  a  wife 

Wiflcs,  adf*  Sax.  unmarried 

Wifly,  adf,  Sam.  becoming  a  wife 

Wight,  «.  Sax.  a  pcrfon,  niale  or  female,  a  fmall^ 
fpace  of  time,  weight,  a  witch ;  wytch  deped* 
nyght  mare  I 

Wight,  adj.  Sax.  adive,  iwift ;  of  hem  that  ben 
deliver  and  wight.  Can/.  Am.  I77,b. 

Wightes,  m.pl.  vritchea    ' 

Wike,  m.  for  weke 

Wiket/«r.  Fr.  a  Wicket 

Wikke,A^^«r.  wicked 

William  St.  A  mour,  a  do^or  of  tl^  Sorbonne  in  the 
13th  centnry,  who  took  a  pribcipal  part  in  the 
diijpate  betweca  the  uuiveriity  of  Paris  and  the 
Dominican  friars 

Willy,  adf.Sax.  favourable 

Wiln,for  willcn,//.  n,  of  vrille,  v.  Saxi 

Wilnc,  V.  Sax.  to  dcfire 

Wimple,  jr.  Fr,  a  covering  far  the  neck ;  it  is  dif« 
tinguiflicd  from  a  veil,  which  covered  the  head 
alio 

Wering  a  vaile  inftede  of  wimple. 
As  nonnes  don  in  hir  abbey. 

Wjndas,  •.  Fr.  gmadal^  an  engfttc  to  raife  ft  ones,  &^« 
Winde,  V.  Sax.  to  turn  ronnid 
Winde,  as  Wende,  to  go 
Wiiwe,  V.  Sax*  to  gain,  to  attain 
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Wirry,  v.  Smx*  to  worry 


Wis  adv.  Sax,  certainly.   Sec  Y-wis  i 

XVifc, «.  Sax,  maDDcr 

'Wifly,  adv.  Sax.  certatoly 

Wifle,  V.  Sax,  to  teach,  to  dired ;  fo  God  me  wifle, 
fo  may  God  dire^  me- 

Wifte,  /a.  #.  of  wide,  v.  Sax.  knew 

Wite,  V.  Sax,  to  know,  to  blame,  to  impnte  to 
wite  it  the  ale  of  South  wark,  impute  it  to  the  ale 
of  Southwark  { orblame  tbealeof  Southwaikforit 

Wite, «.  Sax,  blame 

^With,  frfp.  Sax,  is  ufcd  in  the  ieiife  of  by ;  was 
with  the  Icon  frette,  was  devoured  by  the  lion ; 
in  with  his  thought,  in  with  hire  bofom,  within 
his  thought,  withif)  her  bofom ;  with  mefchance, 
with  mefchanceand  with  mifa  venture, with  forwe 
and  with  m^fchance ;  with  forwe,arephrafesof  th« 
fame  import  as  God  ycve  him  mefchancc,  God 
yeve  me  forwe  :  they  are  all  to  be  confidered  as 
parenthetical  curies,  ufed  with  more  orlefsferi- 
oufnefs  ;  and  fo  are  the  following  phrafes,  with 
evil  prefe,  with  harde  grace,  with  fory  grace 

WithhoWe,  v.  Sax.  to  flop 

'Withholden,  withhold, /art  /«.  retained,  deuined 

"Withfain,  #•/*.  m,  o£  withfay, «.  Sax. 

Withlayc,  withfcyc,  v.  to  contradid,  to  dciqr 

"WitnefTc,  n.  Sax.  tellimony,  a  witncft 

"Witnesfully,  adj.  Sax,  evidently 

"Witte,  A.  Sax.  underftanding,  capacity— 4o  mv 
witte ;  in  my  judgment 

Wittes,  H^  pi,  Sa»,  the  fcnfes  of  man 

"Wive, «.  for  wif 

Wivere, ».  Sax,  afcrpent 

Wiatfom,  adj.  Sax,  lQat||fome 

Wo,  n.  Sax.  wo,  forrow — wo  were  us ;  whcr  me 
were  wo,  arc  exprcfliont  derived  from  t^e  bat- 
on language,  in  which  us  and  me  were  equivao 
lent  to  MoHt  and  mibi^  without  the  addition  of 
thtpref.  to 

Wo,  adj.  Sax,  forrowful 

Wo-begon,  far  gone  in  wo.  See  begon 

Vodc,  wood,  at^.  Sax,  mad,  violent ;  for  wode« 
like  any  thing  mad.  «  • 

Wode,  V.  Sax,  to  grow  mad 

Wodcwalc,/f.  n.  of  a  bird 

Wol,  9.  auxil.  Sax.  to  will ;  it  ti  ufed  fometimes  by 
'  itfelf,  the  inf.  v.  being-  underdood,  ai  (he  Uf  wa- 
ter wolde,  i.  ^.  would  dilloive  into  water;  and  to 
the  wood  h«  mM,  i.  e.  will  go,  fulmany  «  man 
hath  he  begiled  cr  this,  and  wol  /'.  r.  will  be- 
guile 

Woldc./a.  /.  would,  'wo]^en.  fia,  t/uij,  m,  wolde 
God !  God  Vfr4dc !  o  that  God  were  willing  * 
ne  wolde  God !  God  forbid !     > 

Wcld^  part.  pa.  willed,  been  willing  [man 

\Vomanhedc,  h,  womanhoodi  the  virtue  of  a  wo- 

Wonde,  v.  Sax,  wandiao,  to  deilft  through  fear 

Wonde,  />a.  t.  may  perhaps  be  deduced  from  winde, 
■  to  tuin,  to  bend,  .    ,  . 

The  ycrde  is  bet  that  boweo  wol  and  winde 
Than  that  that  brclh   ..  .     . 

Wonde,  fa.  t.  of  wone,  dwelled 

Wonder,  adj.  Sax,  cuftom,  ttfiigey  habitation,  a 

^  heap,  an  aUcmbly 


GLOSSARY, 

I  Wone,  V,  Siut.  to  dwell" 
Woncden,/4i.  t.pl.  dwelled 
Woned,  part,  pa,  wont,  accuftomod 
Woning,  m.  Sax,  a  dwelling 
WonaCfpari  pa,  of  winne^  v.  Sax,  won,  rongBnT* 

ed,  begotten 
Vfoot, pari,  pa,  of  wont,  acctiflome4 
Wood,  ad^'.  as  wode 
Woodnefo,  «.  raadnefs 
Wordles,  adj.  Sax.  fpeechlefs 
Worldes,  geu.  ca.  of  work),  m.  Sax,  is  nfed  in  tka 

fenfe  of  the  adj,  worldly ;  every  worldca  lixcj 

my  worldes  btis 
Wort,  m.  Sax*  a  cubage,  new  beer  in  a  ilace  of 

fermentation 
Worth,  V,  Sax,  to  be,  to  go,  wo  worthe !  unhap- 
py be,  or  wo  be  to !  to  chmb,  to  mount 
Woft,  for  woteft^  knoweft 
Wotc,  wot,  V.  Sati,  to  know,  woc,/a.  t.  knew 
Wowe,  (rather  woe)  v.  Sax.  to  woo 
WoTCfpa,  t.  of  waze,  or  weze,  v.  Sax.  gmr 
WoTcn^  pa^t.  pa.  grown 
Wraic,  V,  Smt,  to  betray,  difcorer 
Wrathco,  i^f.  m,  v.  Sax,  to  make  angry 
Wrawe,  adj^  Sax,  pecviih,  angry ;  wra^e,  froward, 

uogoedly 
Wrawnei$,«.  peeviihnefs 
Wray,  as  wraie 
Wrcche,*.  Sax,  revenge 
Wrenches,  a.  pi.  Sax,  frauds,  flratagemt 
Wreft,  o.  Sax.  to  fwiil;  the  nig^ingile  with  lb 

great  might  hire  voice  began  oat  wrcA^^co 
I     turn  forcibly 
Wrethcn,  part,  pa*  of  writhe — wrethen   in  fcne, 

twifted  together ;  in  Urry'a  edit,  it  ia  pnnu^ 

— within  in  fere 
Wrcye^  *.  as  wraie 
>Wrie,  v^Sax.  to  cover,  to  turn,  to  incline 


Wri)sht,  m.  Sax,  a  workman 

Wrinc,  for  wrien,  inf,  m.  of  wrie  [tore 

Wring,  V.  Sax.  to  fqueeze  fo  as  to  ezprds  naotf^ 

Writhe,  '^.  Sax.  to  twift,  to  turn  aiide. 

Writhing!  a.  a  turning 

Wronge,  part,  pa.  of  wring;  his  hondes  wmogc  r 

later  writers  have  ufed  the  iame  caprefQon  of 

dittrefs 
Wrote,  V,  Sax.  to  dig  with  the  fiaont  a%  fwine  do| 

or  Hke  a  worm  that  wroteth  in  a  tfca 
Wrought,  part,  pa,  of  worke,  v.  Sat,  made 


Y,  at  the  beginning  of  many  words,  cfpeciaSy 
•  verbs  and  paniciples,  is  merely  a  oom^ieion  dC 
the  Saxon  ge,  which  has  remained  'pncontipscJ 
in  the  other  collateral  branches  of  the  Godnc 
kmguage ;  what  the  power  of  it  may  have  been 
originally,  it  is  impoffible,  perhaps,  now  to  do- 
termioe :  in  Chaucer  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
any  tffe€t  upon  the  fenfe  of  a  word,  fo  that 
there  feems  to  be  no  neceflity  for  infening  m  a 
gloflary  fuch  words  as  ybleflcd,  ygranted,  &c 
which  differ  not  in  iignification  ^om  hlethd^ 
granted,  &c,    Somie,  hdwevcri  of  this  ion  axv 
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inferted,  which  may  ferve  at  lead  to  fticw 
more  cl'^arly  the  extent  of  this  *ra6licc  in 
Chaucer's  time.  Several  other  words  are  ihort- 
ly  explained  undrr  this  letter,  of  which  a  more 
full  explanation  may  be  found  under  their  re- 
fpcdive  fecond  letters  .... 

Yaja'/v.  5ax.  yea;  it  is  ufed  emphatically  with 
b6th  ;  ya  b^thc  yongc  and  olde ;  yc  both  faire 
and  good 

Y^f,  PO'  *•  of  ya^c,  V,  S^x.  gave 

Yaltc,  fcr  yeltc ;  yalte  him,  yicldcth  hunfelf 

Yarc,  adj.  Sax.  ready 

Yate,  ii.5tfx.  agate 

Yave,^tf./.  ofvcvc.gavc 

Y-bc,  iar/. /tf .  been 

Y'berlcd,  pari,  pa,  buried      ^ 

Y-bete,  v.  a,  to  beat,  fiamo,  imprint 

Y-blent,  W^./tf*  o' Wend,  blinded 

Y-bleut,  part,  pa.  of  blcnchc,  flirunk,  ftartcd  a- 
fide 

Ylblint.  part,,  pa.  blinded  ^  .   . 

Y-bore,  itfr/.  pa.  of  bfcre,  born,  carried 

Y-hcurdcd.  part.  pa.  jcdtd 

Y.httnupjrt.pa.  ^f  f»^«?P«»  ^™      ..«•.    IWn« 
Y-chapcd,/>^r/.>i.  tifrmnicd  with  chmpes,  from 

^•c&^,'part.  pa.  wrapped  in  douU  or  rag. 

Y^corvcn,  part.  pa.  cut.    See  Corvcn 

Y-coupled,^tfr^/<j. 

Y-crafcd,/flrr.^tf.  broken 

Y-dcled,  part.  pa.  diftrlbuted 

Y-dight,/>dr#. /'a.  adorned 

Y-do,  pjrt.  pa.  done,  finilhed 

Y-drawe,  part.  pa.  drawn  _  .  ,  f 

Ye.  adv.  S.X.  ai  Ya ;  ye  wis.  yea  certain  y  ^ 

Yeddlngcs,  would  fecm  to  mean  ftory-tcliing 

Y!de,/«r/:^a.cfyede,..5..went 

Yefte.  n.  Six,  a  gift ;  y-ft".  /'•. 

Yelde,  V.  Sax,  to  yield,  to  give,  to  pay;  God 

yeldeyou!  God  reward  you  ! 
Yolieden,  pa.  t.  pk  of  y*-"*^' ^^f^'- . 
Yclpc,  V,  Sax.  to  prate,  to  boaft 

^^::'^  f— t  of  middling  rank;  a 

bailiff— Yemen, /►/. 
Yemanrie.  /r.  the  rank  «(  Teoman 
Yerdc,»  Sax.  a  rod  or  ftsff.  fod,  earth 
Yerc,  Jor  ycres,  «.  f /•  5jx.  years 
Ydrne.  «<//  5jx.  brilk,  eager       ,      _  "     .  ,. 

.  y^c,  aL  briikly,  eagcHy,  early,  foon,  lamedi- 

YeVnl!^.  to  dcCre,  to  ftek  eagerly 

•  Ycrning,  n,  adiviiy.  diligence       .  , 
Ycten,  part.  pa.  gotten 

.  Yevc,  V.  Sax,  to  give  .  . 

.  Ycven,  yeve,  ^^^ff  V'"^  \ 

'  Y  fjUe    i>art.  pa.  fallen  , 

-  Y-felncif  ^irf.  ^..   lordes  hcttcs  may  not  J>en 
.      T-fcined,  the  commands  of  fovereigns  may  not 

*  bc-executf d  with  a.fcigncd  pretended  >eal,thfcy 
,      mua  be  executed  ttri'dly  and  fully 

Y.fcttc,^r«./wi.  fetched 

Y-f;ondcn,/>«r(.^.  found  ....       , 

Y-foftercd,  part.  pa.  educated 

Y-frcicn,/flr/.  pa,  devoured 

Y-gctcn,  part,  pa.  gotten 

Y-glofed,  part,  pa,  flattered  ,      .  ,     ,  _ 

Y-glucd,  p-irt,  pa.  glcwcd,  fattened  with  glcw 


Y'gOf  pitt.  pir.  gone 
Y-grave,  part,  pa,  burled 
Y-halowcd,  part.  p3.  kept  holy 
Y-herd,  part.  pa.  covered  with  hair 

Y-hold,  part,  pa,  beholden 

Y  japed,  part.  pj.  tricked,  deceive  ? 

Y-lcffcd,  ptrt.  pa.  relieved.    See  Lifled 

Y-Hche,  y-like,  adj.  Sax.  refembling,  equal 

Y-lichc,  y-like,  adv.  Sax,  equally,  alike 

Y-limcd,  pjrt.  pi.  limed,  caught  as  with  bird- 
lime 

Y-logj;ed,  p^n.  ps,  lodged 

Y-maSced,  part,  pj,  wiafhed  or  meflied ;  mafthe^ 
Belg.  macula  retis^  Kilian. 

Y-mcint,  pJtrt.  pa.  mingled 

Y-mtU, piep.  Six.  among 

Ymeneus,  pr,  n,  Hymcnxns  i 

Ynough,  ynow,  adv.  Sax.  enough 

Yolden,  part,  pi,  of  ydde,  given,  yielded,  re- 
paid 

Yonghcde,  n.  Sax.  youth  • 

Yore,  adv.  Sax.  of  a  long  time,  a  little  before  ; 
yore  a^on,  long'  ago ;  in  olde  times  yore,  of 
time  yore 

Yove,  pt.  t.  of  yeve,  gave 

Vourey  pron.  p9jf.  Sax,  is  ufed  for  yourf« 

Yourcs,  pron,  pojf.  Sax.  ufcd  generally  when  the 
noun  to  which  it  belongs  is  underfcood  or  plac- 
ed before  it;  he  was  an  old  tclaw  of  yourcs, 
he  was  an  old  companion  of  yours,  i.  e.  of  or 
among  your  companions 

Youthhcde,  n.  Sax.  youth 

Yoxe,  V.  Sojc.  to  hiccough 

Y.piked,^.^rf./>J.  picked,  fpnice 

Y-qucint,  part.  pa.  quenched 

Y-rcight,^a.  /.  reached 

Y-reken,  fcems  to  be  put  for  the  old  part,  pr^ 
y-rcki-nd,  reeking 

Yrcn,  n.  Six,  iron 

Y-reht,^r'.  ^J-  torn 

Y-ronne,  y-ronnen,^ir/.^7.  run 

Y-fatel«tI,  part,  pa,  fcttlctl,  cftabliflicd    ' 

Yfc;  n.  Sax.  ice  " 

Y-fcrved,^rf./j.  treated 

Y-fette,^.^r/.  pu  fet,  placed,  appointed 

Y-fticnt,  pjrt.  pa.  damaged 

Y-lhove,  part.  pa.  puflicd  forwards 

V-flawt,  ^jr/.  ^j.  ilain 

Y-fope^  pr,  n.  So  the  name  of  the  fabullft  wa% 
commonly  written,  nAtwithftanding  the  dif- 
tjn^ion  pointed  out  by  the  following  technical 
vcrfe : 

Yfopus  eft  hcrba,   fed   ^fopus  dat  bona 
verba 

In  this  and  many  other  palTages  which  are 
'  quoted  from  -flSfop,  by  writers  of  the  middle 
ages,-  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what  author  they 
mean  :  the  Greek  coUe(5lions  of  fables  which 
are'  now  current  under  the  name  of  ^fop 
were  unknown,  I   apprehend,  in  this  part  of 
the  world  at  the  time  thaj  Melibce  was  writ- 
.,   ten  :  Ph«drus  toot  had  difappcarcd  :r  Avicnua 
indeed  was  very  generally  read.    He  is  quot- 
ed as  JEfop  by  John   of  Salilbury,  Polyerat. 
I    vii.    Ut    JEfopOt    W  Aviemo,  tff «/«/.— But 
the  name  of  JElop  was  chiefly  appropriated  to 
Zzi] 
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the  anMiymous  ^  sutbor  of  fixty  fable*  in  ele- 
giac metrci  wbicb  are  printed  in  Ncvelet*t 
colle6lion  under  tbe  title  of  Ananymi  FmbmU 
JBfepica,    I  ha^e  feen  an  cditidn  of  them  in 
1 503  by  Wynkyn  de  Wotde,in  which  they  are 
entitled  {imply  Efipi  FakmU :  the  fubjed>i<  are 
for  the  nioft  part  pUinly  taken  from  Pb«drn»,' 
but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  tht  author  co- 
pied from  the  orifr.  work  of  Phzdrut  or  from 
feme  veriion  of  it  into  Latin  prefe.    Several 
-verfions  of  this  kind  are  ft  ill  extant  in  mf. ;  one 
of  very  confiderable  antiquity  has  been  publics- 
ed  by  Nibnt,  Lugd,  Bst.  1709,  under  the  title 
tf  FuiuU  A»tiqi-'it,  together  with  another  of  a 
later  date,  which  is  pretended  to  have  been 
made  from  the  Greek  cty  an  emperor  RomuluS, 
for  the  uie  of  hi»  foil  Tiberinus.  They  all  Aew 
evident  mark«  of  being  derived  from  one  com- 
ifion  nrigin,   like  tvhat  has  been  obfcrved  of 
the  feveral  Greek  colledUons  of  iEfopian  fables 
in  profe;  {Difert.  de  Bubri:  Lond.  1776,]  like 
them  too  they  differ  very  much  from  one  ano- 
ther in  dyie,  order  of  (ables,  and  many  little 
particulars;  and,  what  is  mod  materia),  each 
of  them  generally  contains  a  few  fables,  either 
invented  or  fiolen  by  its  refpedivc  compiler, 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  other  collec- 
tions, fo  that  It  is  often  impradicable  to  verify 
a  quotation  from  JEfop  in  the  writers  of  Chau- 
cer's time,  unlefs  we  Happen  to  light  upon  the 
identical  book  of   fables  which    the    writer 
tvho  quotes  had  before  him.— -—I  have  print- 
ed in  the  DifeoMrfe^  isf(.  11.  29,  a  fable  of  The 
Cock  and  the  Fox,  from  the  if'r.  £fope  of  Ma- 
rie, vilicli  is  net  to  be  found  in  any  other  coM 
ledioo  that  MMve  feen,  and  which  I  fupnofe 
furntflicd  Chauctr^Mth  the  fobjedl  of  his  Non- 
ties  Prceftea  Tale.    In  the  fame  Fr.  .£fop,  and 
in  a  Lat.  mf.  BiU.  Brg,   15.  ^.  vii.  there  is  a 
fable  which  I  think  might   have  given    the 
hint  for  Prior*  s  Ladle.    A  country  fellow  ore 
day  laid  hold  of  a  fi>ery,  {tui  /o^et,  fr.)  v^ho  in 
Oilier  to  be  fet  at  liberty  gave  him  thice  wiihes. 

*  Several  Improbable  corjeAurew,  which  hate  been ' 
inade  wttH  refl^atothere<il  tame  and  age  of  this  writ> 
cr,  may  t>e  feen  in  the  Mtna^'ianj,  vol.  I.  p.  171.  andlh 
fabric.  Bibl.  Lat,  vol.  i.  p.  Vl6t  cd.  Fatav,  In  the  edi- 
tkinofthefc  (Abies  In  1503  the  commentator  Tof  no  graac 
authority  I  confcfs)  mauions  an  opinion  of  fome  people 

}h«c  Galicrut  Angelicus  fecit  bum  librum  fiib  nomint  i/opi, 
ruppofc  the  perron  meant  was  Guilt erus  An)>ticus,  who 
liad  been  tutor  to  William  II.  King  of  Sicily,  and  was  Arch- 
bithop  of  Palermo  about  the  year  1 1 90.  I  cannot  believe 
that  they  wreie  much  older  than  his  time,  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  century  they  feem  to  be  mentiored 
under  the  name  ot  iSfopus  amonf;  the  books  commooly 
read  lofcbuola,  bv  Rberhardus  Bethonlcnnt  inlxX^iMby 
rintbus^tttitX  ill  de  yerHcatione^^.  w.  Sec  Lev/er,  BUt, 
Foei.  Med,  JBxu,  p.  8ao.  About  ihe  middle  of  the  fame 
century  (the  a  3th)  Vincent  ot'  fieauvai*.  In  his  Sf-ecidti^ 
Hiftor,'\,  111.  c.  1.  given  an  account  of  -KTop*  and  tf  Vu^c 
fpecimen  of  his  fables,  ^uas  Romulys  ^uidam  de  Oraecoin 
JjitinumtranilvUit,etadjiltmn/uumtvberinum  dirigitj  cltey 
are  ail,  as  1  remenbcr,  in  the  printed  Roroulut.-&Kiii  after 
tlie  invention  of  printlofr,  a  larger  collceilon  olthefatdea 
of  ;i:fop  was  made  and  publilhed  In  Germany :  It  la  di- 
vided into  lix  b<H)ks,  to  which  la  prefixed  a  Ate  of  •KTop 
r  Oraeco  Latina  per  Itimieiim  faaeu  'I  be  three  firtt  are 
sompofcd  ot  the  lixty  elegiac  fables  of  tbe  metrical  -Kfo. 
pus.  with  a  few  trifllne  variations,  acd  to  each  of  them  k 
UbjolBcd  a  fable  oq  toe  fame  rubjcA  lo  profc  Xlrott  fto- 


The  Bitn  goes  home  tfl^  givei  two  of  tbem  t# 
his  wife.  Soon  after,  as  they  are  dining  npon 
a  chine  of  motton,  the  wife  feeU  a  longing  for 
tbe  marrow,  and  not  being  able  to  get  at  it,  flic 
wiifaet  that  her  hulband  i»A  an  iron  beak  ^Z**/ 
MOT  It  vfitetms,  fr.  looff  at  the  woodcock)  to  ex- 
tra^ thia  marrow  for  her  :  an  extreftence  bong 
immediately  formed  accordingly,  the  hulband 
angrily  wi&cj  it  off  from  hi*  ovra  face  upon  his 

wifeV And  here  the  Oory  is  unluddly  de- 

fcAive  in  both  copies  }  but  it  is  eafy  to  fvppofe 
tliat  the  third  and  laft  remaining  wiA  waa  em- 
ployed by  the  wife  for  her  own  relief.— ^ A 
table  upon  a  fimilar  idea,  in  Fr.  verfe,  may  be 
feen  in  mC  BOl.  liSy,  the  fame,  as  1  »p- 
prthend,  with  one  in  the  king's  library  at  P»- 
tis,  [mf.  n.  79S9,  fol.  189,!  which  is  entitled 
Let  qmmire  fouUiU  5>in%  M^rtim  See  faUmmxi 
&c,  t.  iii.  p.  31 1.  The  vanity  of  homan  wiflMS 
is  there  expoled  with  more  pkafantry  than  ia 
the  ftory  juft  cited,  hux,  as  it  often  happen^ 
with  much  lefs  decency 

Y-fowe,  fart,  fa.  fown 

Y-lprcint,  fmrt.  fj,  fprinkled 

Y-fticked,  fart,  fa.  iUcked,  ihraft 

Y-ftorven  fart,  fa,  dead 

Y-take,  fart.  ^.  taken 

Y-teyed,  part,  fa,  tied 

Y-ucfpalcd,  fart,  fa.  trefpaflcd 

Y-vanidied,  fart,  fa. 

Ywtl,  adj.  Sax.  bad,  nnfortnoate 

Y\c{,  adv.  Sax,  ill 

Yvoirc,  M,  fr.  ivory 

Y-wimpled,'^j»/.  fa.  covered  with  a  Wimpli 

Y-wis,  adv.  Sttx.  certainly 

Y-wrake./o*  /.  wreaked,  revenged 

Y-wrifc,  firt.  fa,  covcrad 


Zeuxif,  pr.  m.  a  Crecian  paintek' 


mulot  t  booi  Iv.  contains  the  rentaininj;  fables  of  itrmni- 
lus  in  profe  only.  The  filth  book  has  not  more  than  nnc 
of  two  tables  which  had  ever  appeared  before  under  the 
name  of  aifop  ^  the  reft  are  taken  ftom  the  G^d  Roma^ 
nerum,  the  CaUlabu  Damnab^  and  other  obfcorer  authors. 
The  hxth  and  lad  book  coauins  fevcntceirfahles  with  the 
fr  liowinf  title,  Sequmtawr  /abui*  nave  ^^  ex  trantlatiome 
RimUii.  There  has  been  a  freat  dlvdrfity  of  oplnHn 
amonv  learned  men  coocemlng  thh  kemidui  or  kimieims^ 
(See  Praef.  tiilaxtt)  while  fotne  have  confounded  htm 
with  the  nAitious  Homidus,  and  others  have  confederal 
him  as  the  editor  of  this  colleAloo.  I  h<ve  no  doutt  tiLit 
the  perfon  meant  Is  that  ttitucius  who  traelated  tbe  Me 
of  JKfop  by  Ptanudes  and  ninety-fix  of  his  Cables  ttvm 
the  Greek  into  Latin,  about  the  middle  of  the  15  th  ccb- 
tr-r  "ct  -•-Mc.  Biki.  Med,  JBt,  In  v.  JUmUius,  In  his 
tiA  a^^^u..  ,,^  ^n^  epUUes  of  Hippocrates, mf.  ffoH.  S5>7« 
he  li  tiy  l«d  m  one  place  Ftrde^fis,  and  in  another  C^ihO' 
mr^t  i  Ait  I  lio  lables  from  ftcmicius  which  compUe  this 
Ajiih  buij^,  IS  w«U  aa  the  IHeof  XSbp,  which  Is  profeflkd* 
ly  Tikicn  i^oai  kirtilcius,areto  be  found  ki  thia  tranilaboo 
by  SLiiiudiii,  Ttiere  la  an  edicioo  of  It  printed  at  Mllaa 
abuxjt  1 4itci,  l>u  t  It  might  very  poObfy  have  come  Into  the 
tunxS  >* « nt  t  h  c  a  ?  rman  colledor  In  mt.  fome  years  fboacr,  aa 
tlif  hfH  mnditt^ins  of  Greek  authors  were  eagerly  fought 
after  and  cui^uU ted  through  Europe  at  tnat  time,  wfien 
very  few  pcrlooi  were  capab!s  of  feaiirg  tbe  origtaab. 
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